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A BILL

To amend and strengthen the Higher Education Act of 1965
so that every student has a path to a quality, debt-

free degree or credential that leads to a rewarding career.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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“Aim Higher Act”.
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section or other provision of the Iigher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.).
SEC. 3. GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE.

Except as otherwise provided in this Act or the
amendments made by this Act, this Act and the amend-
ments made by this Act shall take effect on the date of
enactment of this Act.

TITLE I—GENERAL PROVISIONS
SEC. 1001. DEFINITIONS.

Section 103 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1003) 1s amended—

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking “section 3(2)”
and inserting ‘“‘section 37’;

(2) in paragraph (13), by inserting ‘“‘con-
trolled,” before “‘owned”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(25) NONPROFIT INSTITUTION OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.—The term ‘nonprofit institution of
higher education’” means an institution of higher
education that—

“(A) 1s a nonprofit, as defined in section

103(13); and

“(B) at which no member of the governing
board of the nonprofit institution of higher edu-

cation (other than ex officio members serving at
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the pleasure of the remainder of the governing
board and receiving a fixed salary), or any per-
son with the power to appoint or remove mem-
bers of such governing board, receives any sub-
stantial direct or indirect economic benefit (in-
cluding a lease, promissory note, or other con-
tract) from the nonprofit institution of higher
education.

“(26) PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDU-

CATION.—The term ‘public institution of higher edu-

cation” means an institution of higher education—

“(A) for which all obligations of the insti-
tution are valid and binding obligations of the
State (or of an equivalent governmental entity);
and

“(B) for which the full faith and credit of
such State (or equivalent government entity) is
pledged for the timely payment of such obliga-
tions.

“(27) FOSTER CARE CHILDREN AND YOUTIL.—

The term ‘foster care children and youth’—

“(A) means children and youth whose care
and placement are the responsibility of the
State or Tribal agency that administers a State

or Tribal plan under part B or E of title IV of

*HR 6543 TH
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the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 621 et seq.

and 670 et seq.), without regard to whether fos-
ter care maintenance payments are made under
section 472 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 672) on be-
half of such children and youth; and

“(B) includes individuals who were age 13
or older when their care and placement were
the responsibility of a State or Tribal agency
that administered a State or Tribal plan under
part B or E of title IV of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 621 et seq. and 670 et seq.)
and who are no longer under the care and re-
sponsibility of such a State or tribal agency,
without regard to any such individual’s subse-
quent adoption, guardianship arrangement, or
other form of permanency outcome.

“(28)  FEDERAL EDUCATION  ASSISTANCE

FUNDS.—The term ‘Federal education assistance

funds’ means—

“(A) funds under title IV;

“(B) educational and training benefits
available to veterans, military personal, and
other individuals under chapter 30, 31, 32, 33,
34, or 35 of title 38, United States Code, or
chapter 101, 105, 106A, 1606, 1607, or 1608

*HR 6543 TH
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1 of title 10, United States Code, or section

2 1784a of title 10, United States Code;

3 “(C) funds for training under the Work-

4 force Innovation and Opportunity Act (29

5 U.S.C. 3101 et seq.), including funds under

6 title IT of such Act; and

7 “(D) funds under section 477 of the Social

8 Security Act.

9 “(29) PROGRESS PERIOD STATUS.—The term
10 ‘progress period status’ means the status of an insti-
11 tution of higher education that is determined by the
12 Secretary to be in danger of failing to meet title IV
13 eligibility criteria relating to student debt because
14 the institution has a student default risk indicator of
15 not less than 10 percent and not more than 15 per-
16 cent.”.

17 SEC. 1002. DISCLOSURES OF FOREIGN GIFTS.

18 Section 117 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
19 U.S.C. 1011f) is amended—

20 (1) in subsection (a), by striking “250,000”
21 and inserting “100,000";

22 (2) m subsection (b)—

23 (A) in paragraph (1)—

24 (i) by inserting “The legal name of
25 the person or institution from which the
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1 eift is received.” after ‘“‘particular coun-
2 try.”’; and

3 (ii) by striking *, or if unknown’ and
4 all that follows through to the period and
5 inserting “and the country of incorpora-
6 tion. In this paragraph, the term ‘aggre-
7 cate dollar amount’ includes the fair mar-
8 ket value of staff members, textbooks, and
9 other in-kind gifts.”; and

10 (B) in paragraph (2)—

11 (i) by inserting ‘‘the name of the
12 agency or office within the government
13 from which such a gift is received, and”
14 after “‘foreign government,”; and

15 (i) by inserting “‘In this paragraph,
16 the term ‘aggregate dollar amount’ in-
17 cludes the fair market value of staff mem-
18 bers, textbooks, and other in-kind gifts.”
19 after “each foreign government.”;
20 (3) i subsection (¢)(1), by striking “or if un-
21 known’ and all that follows through the period and
22 inserting “and the country of incorporation.”;
23 (4) in subsection (d)—
24 (A) in paragraph (1) by striking “are sub-
25 stantially” and all that follows through ‘‘this

*HR 6543 TH
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“Includes all information

section,” and inserting
required by this section,”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘“‘require-
ments substantially similar to those” and in-
serting “‘all the information”;

(5) in subsection (e), by adding at the end the
following: “Not later than 30 days after receiving a
disclosure report under this section, the Secretary
shall make such report electronically available to the
public for downloading. Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this sentence, the Sec-
retary shall make all previous disclosure reports re-
ceived after January 1, 2000 available in the same
manner as described in the previous sentence.”’; and

(6) in subsection (h)—

(A) in paragraph (1) by inserting “gift,”
after “lease,”’;

¢

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking “or prop-
EY) : + « . .
erty’ and 1inserting ‘“‘property, human re-
. e 9y
sources, or payment of any staff;”’; and
(C) in paragraph (5)(B), by inserting “in-

stitutes, instructional programs,” after ‘‘cen-

ters,”.

*HR 6543 TH
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1 SEC. 1003. ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE MISUSE PREVEN-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 120 of the Iigher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 10111) 1s amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking “DRUG

AND ALCOHOL ABUSE” and inserting ‘‘ALCOHOL

AND SUBSTANCE MISUSE’’;

(2) 1 subsection (a)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking “a program to prevent the use of il-
licit drugs and the abuse of alcohol by students
and employees that,” and inserting “‘an evi-
dence-based program to prevent alecohol and
substance misuse by students and employees
that,”;

(B) by amending paragraph (1)(D) to read
as follows:

“(D) a deseription of any alcohol or sub-
stance misuse counseling, treatment, rehabilita-
tion, recovery, re-entry, or recovery support
programs provided by the institution (including
in partnership with a community-based organi-
zation) that are available to employees or stu-

dents;”’; and

*HR 6543 TH
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(C) in paragraph (1)(E), by striking “that
the institution will impose” and inserting ‘‘of
the institution’s policies regarding’’;

(3) 1 subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking “and” at the end of

subparagraph (A);

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking
the period and inserting ‘‘; and”; and

(1) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(C) compliance assistance to assist insti-
tutions in complying with the requirements of
this section.”;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as
paragraph (4); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the
following:

“(2) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT.—Not later

than 180 days after the date of enactment of the
Aim Higher Act, the Secretary shall enter into a
interagency agreement with the Secretary of IHealth

and Human Services to—

“(A) determine criteria that satisfy the re-

quirement of subsection (a) that an institution

*HR 6543 TH
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of higher education has adopted and has imple-

mented an evidence-based program described in

such subsection;

“(B) establish a process for disseminating
the best practices for adopting and imple-
menting such an evidence-based program; and

“(C) establish a process that promotes co-
ordination and collaboration between institu-
tions of higher education and the respective
State agencies that administer the Substance
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grants
pursuant to subpart II of the Public IHealth
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300x-21).

“(3) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the Aim Higher Act, the
Secretary shall, in coordination with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, issue guidance with re-
spect to the criteria desceribed in paragraph (2)(A).”;
and

(4) in subsection (e)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“DRUG ABUSE” in the heading and inserting
“SUBSTANCE MISUSE”’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

*HR 6543 TH
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(i) by striking ‘“‘other organizations”
and inserting “‘community-based organiza-
tions that partner with institutions of high-
er education”;

(i1) by striking “programs of preven-
tion, and education (including treatment-
referral) to reduce and eliminate the illegal
use of drugs and alcohol and the violence
associated with such use” and inserting
“evidence-based programs of alecohol and
substance misuse prevention and education
(including programs to improve access to
treatment, referral for treatment services,
or crisis intervention services) to eliminate
illegal substance use, decrease substance
misuse, and improve public health and
safety,”; and

(iii) by striking ‘“‘alecohol and drug
abuse” and inserting ‘‘substance use dis-
order”’;

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (2)

through (5) as paragraphs (3) through (6), re-

spectively;

(D) by inserting after paragraph (1) the

following:

*HR 6543 TH
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“(2) ADDITIONAL USES.—In addition to the ac-
tivities described in paragraph (1), a grant or con-
tract awarded under paragraph (1) may be used to
carry out 1 or more of the following evidence-based
programs or activities:

“(A) Providing programs for recovery sup-
port services, and peer support services and
counseling for students with a substance use
disorder.

“(B) Promoting integration and collabora-
tion in campus-based health services between
primary care, substance use disorder services,
and mental health services.

“(C) Promoting integrated care services re-
lated to screening, diagnosis, prevention, and
treatment of mental, behavioral, and substance
use disorders for students.

“(D) Providing re-entry assistance for stu-
dents on academic probation due to their sub-
stance use disorder.

“(E) Preventing fatal and nonfatal
overdoses.

“(F) Providing education to students, fac-

ulty, or other personnel on—

*HR 6543 TH
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“(1) recognizing the signs and symp-
toms of substance use disorder, and how to
engage and support a person in a crisis sit-
uation;

“(11) resources available in the com-
munity, within the institution of higher
education, and other relevant resources for
individuals with a substance use disorder;
and

“(i11) safely de-escalating ecrisis situa-
tions involving individuals with a substance
use disorder.”’; and

(E) by amending paragraph (6), as redes-

ignated by subparagraph (C), to read as fol-

lows:

“(6) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out

this section $30,000,000 for fiscal year 2019 and

each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

oraph (2), the amendments made by this section

shall take effect on the date of enactment of this

Act.
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(2) DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (a)(2) shall apply to insti-
tutions of higher education on the date that is 2
yvears after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 1004. EXCEPTION TO REQUIRED REGISTRATION WITH
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM.
Part B of title I of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1011 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:
“SEC. 124. EXCEPTION TO REQUIRED REGISTRATION WITH
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM.
“Notwithstanding section 12(f) of the Military Selec-
tive Service Act (50 U.S.C. 3811(f)), a person shall not
be ineligible for assistance or a benefit provided under title
IV if the person is required under section 3 of such Act
(50 U.S.C. 3802) to present himself for and submit to
registration under such section, and fails to do so in ac-
cordance with any proclamation, rule, or regulation issued
under such section.”.
SEC. 1005. FOR-PROFIT CONVERSIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of title I of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1011 et seq.) is further

amended by adding at the end the following:
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“SEC. 125. FOR-PROFIT CONVERSIONS.

“(a) DETERMINATION.—On determining that an in-

stitution of higher education meets the requirements

under subsection (b), the Secretary shall—

“(1) approve the conversion of an institution of
higher education to a nonprofit institution of higher
education; and

“(2) review such approval every 5 years there-

after.

“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—To be eligible to convert to

a nonprofit institution of higher education under this Act,
an institution of higher education shall submit an applica-

tion to the Secretary that demonstrates—

“(1) that such institution is a nonprofit institu-
tion of higher education, as defined in section
103(25);

“(2) subject to subsection (d), that the institu-
tion has not acquired any other institution of higher
education (as defined in section 102), or a signifi-
cant portion of the assets of such other institution,
for more than the value of such other institution or
such assets, respectively; and

“(3) in the case of an institution that has been
acquired by another party, that such institution is

not controlled by such party.
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“(¢) TRANSITION PERIOD.—In the case of an institu-
tion of higher education approved for conversion under
subsection (a), such institution shall be subject to any
rules and regulations that apply to proprietary institutions
of higher education, as defined in section 102(b), for a
minimum of 5 years.

“(d) VALUE.—The term ‘value’, with respect to an
acquisition under subsection (b)(2)—

“(1) includes the value of any ongoing relation-
ship (including any contract, agreement, lease or
other arrangement between the acquiring institution
and the acquired institution), as defined in section
180.905 of title 2, Code of Federal Regulations, as
in effect on the date of enactment of this section;

“(2) subject to paragraph (3), may be dem-
onstrated through any of—

“(A) third-party valuation;

“(B) independent financing of the acquisi-
tion based upon the assets acquired; or

“(C) full and open competition in the pro-
curement of services or assets, as such term is
defined in section 2.101(b) of title 48, Code of

Federal Regulations, as in effect on the date of

the enactment of this section; and
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“(3) shall be subject to such other demonstra-
tion process determined appropriate by the Secretary
in a case in which the Secretary does not accept a
demonstration process deseribed in paragraph (2).
“(e) PUBLICATION.—

“(1) ArpPLICATION.—Before the Secretary may
approve the conversion of an institution of higher
education under subsection (a), the application of
such institution submitted to the Secretary under
subsection (b) shall be published in the Federal Reg-
ister with an appropriate notice and comment pe-
riod.

“(2) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary shall
publish each determination under this section, and
the reasons for such determination, under the Fed-
eral Register.

“(f) TAX EXEMPT STATUS.

In carrying out this see-

tion, the Secretary may consider the tax exempt status
of an institution of higher education under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, but may not use

such status as the sole determining factor for approval

29

(b) EXPERTISE.—The Secretary of Education shall

create a unit within the Department of Education with

the expertise necessary to carry out section 125 of the
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I Higher Education Act of 1965, as added by subsection

2 (a).
3 SEC. 1006. POSTSECONDARY DATA SYSTEM.
4 Section 132 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
5 U.S.C.1015a) is amended—
6 (1) in subsection (i)(1)(T), by striking “‘rate,”
7 and inserting ‘“‘rate and adjusted cohort default
8 rate,”’;
9 (2) by redesignating subsection (1) as subsection
10 (m); and
11 (3) by inserting after subsection (k) the fol-
12 lowing:
13 “(1) DATA SYSTEM.—
14 “(1) IN GENERAL.—
15 “(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF SYSTEM.—The
16 Commissioner for Education Statistics (referred
17 to in this subsection as the ‘Commissioner’)
18 shall develop and maintain a postsecondary
19 data system that is secure and protects student
20 data privacy to—
21 “(1) evaluate student-level—
22 “(I) enrollment, progression, and
23 completion patterns;
24 “(IT) outecomes following postsec-
25 ondary enrollment and completion;
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“(III) postsecondary costs; and
“(IV) financial aid;

“(i1) 1mprove institutional trans-
parency and facilitate institutional im-
provement while reducing the reporting
burden on institutions of higher education;
and

“(i1) analyze, evaluate, and improve
Federal student aid programs;

“(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the

data system described in this subsection, the

Commissioner shall—

“(1) focus on the needs of users of
such system and entities reporting to such
system, including institutions of higher
education;

“(1) follow relevant web design and
digital services standards; and

“(i11) ensure student data privacy and
security in accordance with the most recent
Federal standards developed by the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology.

“(C) REPORTING.—Notwithstanding any

other provision of this section, to the extent
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that another provision of this section requires
the same reporting or collection of data that is
required under this subsection, an institution of
higher education (as defined in section 102), or
the Secretary or Commissioner may use the re-
porting or data required for the postsecondary
data system established pursuant to this sub-
section to satisfy both such requirements.

“(2) DATA SYSTEM ELEMENTS.—

The Commissioner

“(A) IN GENERAL.
shall consult with institutions of higher edu-
cation, individuals and organizatio