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To amend the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 27, 2021
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. BURR, Mr. KAINE, Mr. LUJAN, Ms. SMITH,
and Mr. CASEY) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

-

NOVEMBER 15, 2021
Reported by Mrs. MURRAY, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
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‘ehid swith o disabthty means a echid with a dis-
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programs; ated
butldine proteetive factors linked to the preven-
tion of ehild abtse and neoled:
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negleet;
“Hir have disabilities or e¢hronte or
“D) shortterm eare {rangme from a few
hotts to a few weeks of Hine; per year) and
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trreted foss o Hapatetrent of the frneton of o bod-
“HH  SEXHAR  ABESE—The  term ‘sexuad
to engage i or assist any other person to en-
thicinge o visnad depiction of sueh condiets and
lestation; prostitution; or other form of sexund
States; the Distriet of Columbia; the Commonsvealth
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world—
eHte cotrdtttots: ot
eraphs 3) and (3D of subseetion {8); & ehild shall
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be constdered a vietim of ehtld abuse and neeleet or
a vietin of sex teaffekine (as defined 1 seetton 103
1935
of appheation of paraeraph ) a State may eleet to
defie the term ehtHd as o peeson who has not ot
TITLE I—GENERAL PROGRAM
SEC. 101. INTERAGENCY WORK GROUP ON CHILD ABUSE
AND NEGEECGT-

AND NEGLECT.
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L2y serve as a forum that convenes relevant
atit neglect;
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SEC. 102. NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE FOR INFORMATION
REEATING TO CHIED ABUSE:
“SEC. 103. NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE FOR INFORMATION
RELATING TO CHILD ABUSE.
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2} the management of such elearinehonse;
and

43} mechanisms for the sharing of mformation

the o - identification: and
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A8} eompile; analyze; and publish & surmary
and matntain a Federal data eollection and analysis
elade—
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p’@fES,

oleets and
eamstanees under which a ehild fatality or

present; and
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20
mented to preserve the confidentiality of records re-

abtse or negleet:
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ehild abuse or negleet; and
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ten
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eases that result 1 & jadicial findine of
of unsubstantiated; wnforndeds or falsely
have eontributed to the mabtity of a State
ehild abuse or negleet;
false; or wnfounded reports that have re-
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abuse or negleet rvolvine a potential eom-



O o0 N N D B W =

| \O I \© R O R \O I O B e e e e e T e e e e
A LW O = O VOV 0 N O R WD = O

26
Seeretary shall prepare and make available on &
“B) contatns a stmary of the research
supported pursuant to paragraphs (b and (2%
afd o sty of relevant researeh on ehtld
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atrel
traets for purpeses of earryine out paragraph
-
shall provide a biennial opportunity for pubhe
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and ities inchdine Hentine et pro-
eleet:
Lildhood : s for infants ehildren
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to prevent ehild abuse and negleet to develop a
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B} ways to prevent and mitieate the ef-

foeat tevel to—

atel
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2 ehtld abuse or neegleet:

4 CONTRACTS.

7 or throteh erant or contract:

10 Ferts—s

11 2} by strikine subseetton {e)-

12 SEC. 104. GRANTS TO STATES; INDIAN TRIBES OR TRIBAL

13 ORGANIZATIONS; AND PUBLIC OR PRIVATE
14 AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

15 Seetion 105 of the Chikl Abuse Prevention and
16 Freatent et (2 s 5HH6 15 attended o rend as
17 feHows:

18 ¢“SEC. 105. GRANTS TO STATES; INDIAN TRIBES OR TRIBAL
19 ORGANIZATIONS; AND PUBLIC OR PRIVATE
20 AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

25 ptrpeses:
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49 Innevation throteh timetimiteds fiekd-ini-
or Tribal oreanization; or a nonprofit entity: or
=6 APPHETHNYS—To peeeive o ornht of
cetvthe a erant or contract tnder this subseetion
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drens inchuding children with disabilities
personnel;
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agenetes; health eare entities; domestie wolenee
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{1} mprove respenses to reperts of
Hprovement of a eoordinated triaee sys-
terme

fomthes; telndine o contintm of preventive
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Yot FPmbb-DErATRED DevovarioNn GRaNE Pro-

or Tribal oreanization; or pubhe or private
ageney; or oreantzation; or

the erant or contract:

reeetves a eraht or cottract thder Hhs stbseetion
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strenethen famthes and prevent; treat; or re-
of—
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S o contimm of preventve serv-
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40
) Prejeets to establish er tmplement
tions shall be provided etther as a stated percentage of
& erant or contracts of as & separate grant or contract
& partierlar program or projeet or group of programs or
reeiptent of o erant; the Seeretary shall make avathable
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“Phe Seeretars Hae aivetd o ottt thder Hhis seeton
to & nonprofit entity to provide for the ongoine eperation
GEECT PREVENTION AND TREATMENT PRO-

GRAMS.

*S 1927 RS



42

1 “SEC. 106. GRANTS TO STATES FOR CHILD ABUSE OR NE-
2 GLECT PREVENTION AND TREATMENT PRO-
3 GRAMS:

5 Seeretary shall meake orants to the States: from allotments
7 & erant under this seetion; for parposes of assisting the
9 of each steh State with respeet to one or more of the fol-
10 lowing aetivites:

11 1 hnprovine the itake; assessment; sereen-
12 the; and investieation of reports of ehild abuse or
13 neeleet; neludine—

14 S e e of diferentind respotsses and
15 estbhshte aid tratate o rapid respotse
17 tion to eases involvine repeat referrals of the
18 same ehild; mfants; and toddlers; and

19 “B) protoeols and training that reduee
20 and prevent ractal bias i the ehild proteetive
21 Serviees systet

22 2 Supportthe tratta-iformed response; -
23 vestieation; and treatment of ehild abuse and negleet
24 br—
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oleet that results 1 a judietnd proceedines
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44
State pubhe entities to support a contim of
needss i
“eay Hidiseiptinar ches to e
B oreanizing treatment teams of eom-
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goals;
sure related to ehild fatalities and near fatalt-
DY developine: mmprovine and imphe-
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negleet; inehding long-term impaets of adverse
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65 the hnks between ehtld abuse and ne-
or substanee ase disorder;
are not present:
erss
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49
e mental health needs; of ehildren identified
as vietins of ehild abuse or negheet, inehiding
also support the eareeivine role of thelr non-
ties oF community-based providers to integrate
the leadership of parents in sueh entities’ deei-
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ceiee ottt thder this seettors o State shad
stbitt to the Seeretary a State plan that speet-
Heet—
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pheti
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gheet;
Les in decis Kine 1 inine 4o chil
Hegleet;
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e the use of diferentid response and a
mentation of a rapid response system to
of the same ehtds fants; and toddlers re-
eetve & rapid response from sueh systen
Loserintion of—
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“E } t‘h'e - &Hd e-i-f‘-
ermstanees of the fatality or near

raee or ethnicity of the ehilds and
“fee) any previous reports of

to sueh publie diselosure; exeept 1 &

dress sueh reports) durine a
pending ertiminal mvestieation or
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prosecution of such a fatality or
near fatality:
the identity of a reporter of ehild
abuse or negleet; or

e a desertption of—
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60
sothel;
“H eere: and
farth reports of suspeeted or known m-
stanees of ehild abuse or negleet; or whe
sultations; i connection with a repory; M-
to a eood fatth report of ehtld abuse o ne-
sereentne; risk and safety assessment; and
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61
appropriate referrad of a ehild not at risk
of mminent harm to & community oreant-
t¥ of & vietim of ehild abuse or neeleet and
oleet and ensurme thelr plreement 1 oa
to—
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paels;

& findine that mfermation i the
“h provistohs to reqtire a State to
or any agent of suech entity; that has a
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ment: proseettions and treatment of ehild
exprneetnent of any reeords that are ae-
seetton {e);
doned under State laws and



O o0 N N W B W =

| \O JEE \© R NS R NS T O R e e e e e e e e
A LW PO = O VWV 0 N O R WD = O

*S 1927 RS

64
found by a court of competent jurisdie-
tHon—
et
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) to have aided or abetted;

5 te have committed a felony
Hy ey to the survivine ehtd or an-

OV to be reeguired to register
with & sex offender registry under see-
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whether or not to seek termnation of pa-
tton of the State):
platits or aHeeations made aeatnst the -
civtdhal; t a tanher that s eonsistent
formratit;
treatment;
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procedures or programs; or both (within
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69
systetr to prrste any lfegal remedies;
theluding the aunthority to inttiate
legat proceedings & court of com-
petent jurisdiction: as may be nee
Feathy indi | | from i
| ine Fibions:
title Bs
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eleet which results 1 a judieral proeeeding;
have legal representation by a tramned at-
opine.  imp) e and itorine

earegivers:

“( /§ ) ‘ EFRE AN I})}w?vrl1111§7}3}e I%Vlweal%P{ A-

the wthortts of o Shrte to refise o diselose
dentifsine  inf . ine the indi-
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vidhal nttiating a report or complamnt allegme
elosure where a court orders such diselosare
that the reporter knowmely made a false re-
port:

searEs—With  respeet to a State e whieh
abuse and negleet direetly to a State ehild pro-
teetive serviees ageney or to a law enforeement
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ottt 13 thnde wrder s seetion sha estabhish
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abuse or negleet:

hshed prrstant to paragraph (1 shalt evalaate;
tiees of State and loeal agencies and where ap-
propriate; speetfie eases; the extent to whieh

thy; and

=t o revtew of the extent o
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and
forts to change pelieies; procedures;
eart beeome a more effeetive system of appre-
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S STAPR ASSES
P LXRIRIIR

State that es-

tablishes a panel pursaant to paragraph (H—
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“Y shal develop a memorandam of wn-

which activities may be earrted out eolleetrvely by &
eombination of steh panels; a report econtamine &
thatt 6 months after the date on which a report is
State ageney shall submit & written respoense to
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“H By eEvERab—Subjeet to paragraph (2
ench State to which & orant is made under this see-
ttott shal antady submit & report to the Seeretary
containines st o minimunc the data elements de-

eraph (3} if & State demonstrates to the Seeretary
Ay The namber of ehddren who were re-
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of e¢hid abtuse or neeleet; disneeoreented; where
“H thstbstanttateds or
State prograt; and
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Hrerrehe—
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ment or placement at the time of the

ncident;
ugza t—he " e % ] . _
ship to the ehild:
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has been made:
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10
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14
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25

2} a deseription of how the State uses &if-
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b & deseription of the State’s efforts to safe-
who are ivolved i a substantiated ease of child
ehildren not referred for such serviees; a deseription
6} a deseription of how the State used such
coHaboration amone ehld protective serviees and so-
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sheH—
1 prepare a report based on mformmation pro-

“B) TERrRoR-—The term “territory
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1 for o erant under His seetion; t an amonnt equad
2 to the stm of—
4 By an amount that bears the same rela-
8 wee of 13t the State or terrtors bears to the

10 tories that apply for steh a erant:

12 Seeretary shall adjast the allotments under para-
13 eraph {2) as neeessary; sueh that neo State that ap-
14 phes for a erant under this seetion reecetves an allet-
15 et t ot amonnt that 1s fess than $150;000=

16 SEC. 107. GRANTS FOR INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION

17 OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT.

19 Abtse  Preventton  and Freatment et (2 s
21 it and bserting the followine:

22 = the assesstents Hvestiontiots ahd proseet-
25 tattots ahd ebHd sex teaffiekiter oo e that

*S 1927 RS
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clading threueh a child abuse mvestieative mulh-
abtise or neeleet™=
tH 1 subparagraph By by stedane “and” at
the efiel;
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2 fiekine

10 the end:

) (3} in subparagraph (—

13 sertine “explottation; and ehild sex  teaf-
14 fiekine; s and

15 By by strikine the pertod at the end and
16 thsertine < and™ and

17 4 by adding at the end the folowine:

18 YD) hmprovine eoordination amohe ageh-
19 etes reeardine reports of ehtd abuse and ne-
20 eleet to ensure both law enforeement and ehld

O o0 9 N W B~

23 may be done i eoordination with other States;
24 Indian Tribes; or agenetes for other geographie

25 reetot—
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SEG: 108. MISCEELANEOUS REQUIREMENTS REEATING TO

ASSISTANCE:
fe

‘4(' )
Nt et

B by strikine “Senate a report? and o
that follows and mserting “Senate a report on
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resentatives o report that contatns mformation en—
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R B by TRiBAL CoxprrEs—Not later than
2 years after the date of enactment of the CAPTA Rean-

*S 1927 RS
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2 a desertption of promisthe practees used
model;
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Hutan Serviees; or other relevant agenetes; as ap-
MHENTS—
Aet of 20215 the Comptroller General of the thnited
States shall eonduet a stady of—
States regardine the appointment of a enardian
volvine a wetim of ehild abuse or negleet that
23 REproRr—Not later than 1 vear after
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tives a report that summarizes the study under
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1 SEC. 111. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

“ar By GENERAE—

to any fands approprinted wnder paraeraph B

aonnts appropriated for a fisend vear uwnder para-
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I HTFEE II—COMMUNITY-BASED
GRANTS FOR THE PREVEN-
TION OF CHIED ABUGSE AND
NEGEECGT

SEG: 201 AMENDMENTS TO TTFEE H OF THE CHILD ABUSE

Pitde H of the Chitd Abuse Prevention and Freatment
Act (42 TS0 5116 et seq) is amended to read as fob-
Jows:
10 “TITEE  H—COMMUNITY-BASED
11 GRANTS FOR THE PRIMARY
12 PREVENTION OF CHILD
13 ABUSE AND NEGLECT

14 «SE€. 201. PURPOSES.

2
3
4
5
6 PREVENTION AND TREATMENT ACT.
7
8
9

15 “The parposes of this title are—
16 1 to  suppert  communtty-based  famiy
17 strenethenthe serviees and statewide systems-butd-

21 negleet; and
22 S bo Herense deeess oo cotti of pri-

25 et of ethtte mtorttess famthes ot ehrde ohi

*S 1927 RS
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etadly for youne parents and parents of youne
ehildren;
=2 protrotie the developtient of o eontirn
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adhts who work swith ehidren 1 a professtonal
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23
24
25

102
209 for a fisead year to muke awards to Indian

“B) 1 pereent for migrant programs o

(X IAARYI @ hl mey m miscl |
e} ALHOTMENTS 0 STATES—The Seeretary shalt

allot the amount appropriated under seetion 209 for a fis-
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2 bears to the total namber of children under the age
5 eraph-

8 lotting to each State an amount that bears the same
10 of private; State; or other nontederad fands lever-
13 cedine fiserd vear) of the State bears to the total of
14 the athotts of privater Stater o other fottoederad
17 ey TrrMs—Fands allotted by the Seeretary to &
18 State under this seetton shal be—

19 1 for a S-vear pertod; and

21 “SEC. 203. LEAD ENTITY.

22 =y PEREEHON oF b Ievrrry—dn this wides
23 the term Jead entity means a pubhe; qaast-prbhe; or non-

*S 1927 RS
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2 order; or any other written atthority of the State) that—

3

O o0 9 N W A~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

to prevent ehtd abtuse and neeleet and has a dem-
a erant uhnder His e for a fisead vear Hf the Gov-
ernor of a State has destenated a lead entity to ad-

*S 1927 RS
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105

tenatitte a lead entity under paracraph (1 the Gov-

whether a potentiad lead entity 15—

“f) a trast fond advisery board of the

Sirber

21 under this tie; the Governor of the State shall provide
22 assuranees to the Seeretary as part of the appheation sub-

24 errtty—
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= et provide o wi be responstble for pro-
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=2 hets o detrotsteated cotttent o et
63 has a demonsteated abthty to work with
nonprofit oreanizations to develop and mamntain «
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and
tithe; o lead entity shall submit an appheation to the See-
subseetion (&) by a lead entity shall melade each of the
1 A deseription of—
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teerated to & eontintamm of primary preventive

server
hes: and

ston of such appheation; that mehides & desertp-
tton of—
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oL of itvbased  famiky

*S 1927 RS
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) how the performance of the State
to advorate for sestentie chatees i Stk pok-
atd
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practiees; publie health appreaches to pre-

anee with seetion 205 1 & manher that—
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203te)
rehrdite an entity that 18 a State or loeal prbhe acenes
oFr a community-based nonprofit organization:
seetion; a lead entity shall etve prioriy to communits

*S 1927 RS
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10
11
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13
14
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17
18
19
20
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23
24
25

throtteh a plantine process that—

ahreads performed a loeal needs assesstents

proeess;

2 developtte &  comprehensive  steateess
provide a continaum of primary preventive serviees
leree or child abuse or neeleet as ehtbdren:

*S 1927 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

[\© TN NG I N T NS I NG R NS R N e e T e e T e T e T T
b A W D= O O NN NN R, WD = O

116
prevention of ehild abuse and nesleet;

ated

programs steh as a ehild eare program; a Head
H2 s 933t b se o developrentd
FHO; 31 et sees
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sees
b
skills trading:
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and
develop a contitnttm of prhrary preventive serviees

“ar N lead enttty veceivine o ot

= the effective developtients operattot atd

*S 1927 RS



O o0 N N B W =

[\© TN NG T NG T NG R NS R NS R T e T e T e T e T o S
b A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

119
tatiots;
with seetion 205 and & deseription that shall speetfy
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120
“46) the establishment or maintenanee of no-
tees;
tees fanded under #his HHe; inelndineg a

21 i1 subseetion ta)-

22
23
24

“SEC: 207 NATIONALE NETWORK FOR COMMUNITY-BASED

FAMILY RESOURCE PROGRAMS:

25 for a fisend vear and rematnine after the reservation under
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) te ereate; operate; and maintaih o peer re-
“3) to fand a yvearly sympestam en State sys-

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10 = to estbhshs operate; and tradtett 8 eoth-
11 ptterized communteation system between lead entt-

12 Hess e

13 CEOT te eotribrie o Tanding State-to-Niate
15 ¢SEC. 208. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

16 SNothing in this tithe <hall be constrned to prohibit
19 #rom recerving or partieipating i serviees and programs
20 under this Htle:

21 4“SEC. 209. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

22 “Phere nie atthotized to be approprhrted to catby ont
25 2027
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SEC. 301. IDENTIFYING AND PREVENTING CHILD FATALI-
THES AND NEAR FATALITIES DUE TO CHIED
ABUSE AND NEGLECT.

“FITLE HH—PUBLIC HEALTH AP-
PROACHES TO IDENTIFY AND
PREVENT CHILD FATALITIES
AND NEAR FATALITHES DURE
TO CHILD ABUSE AND NE-
GELECGT
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3 “SEC. 302. FEDERAL WORK GROUP ON PUBLIC HEALTH
4 SURVEILLANCE OF CHILD FATALITIES AND
5 NEAR FATALITIES DUE TO CHILD ABUSE AND
6 NEGLECT.

10 Abwise and Neoleet freferved 1o in this seetion as the
11 Werk Group-

12 “hy By 6ENERAE—

13 1 CompostroN—Not later than 90 dasys
14 after the duate of ennetment of the CAPRTA Rean-
15 theottzation et of 20245 the Secrets shall appoint
16 representatives to the Work Group Irom the Adiin-
18 Piserse Cottrol and Preventtons the Headth he-
20 tent of Justiee and other Federal neenetes; as the
21 Seeretary deteriines.

23 ties desertbed under subseetion (e the Work Group
24 st eonsult with experts determined by thie See-
25 retary who meet the guadtieations desertbed H see-

*S 1927 RS
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Law H2-295)
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Grotp st anteddy prepare o teport and sobtt steh

“SEC: 303: GRANTS FOR STATE CHH-D DEATH REVIEW OF

CHIED ABUSE AND NEGEECT FATALITIES

AND NEAR FATALITIES.
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fatare:
oreantzation destrine & erant or cooperative agreement
Fribal oreantration recetvine a erant of cooperative aeree-
parpeses of earrying out the grant program ander sub-
award under this subseetion shall submit & report to
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2 reere:

3 L 7S REPORT T6

4 The Seeretary shall submit an annaad report to the
10 ports submitted by States; Inditan Tribes; and Tribal
11 otenttrations whder paraeraph 1 and the See-
12 rebtiys  peeottetdhttions  of  observatots on the
15 {a)

16 “SEC. 304. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

17 “To earry out this title; there are authorized to be

18 wpproprited s20:000:000 for fisend vent 2022 and sueh
20 throteh 2024-
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128

TITLE IV—PUBLIC HEALTH RE-
SPONSE TO INFANTS AF-
FECTED BY SUBSTANCE UGSE
DISORDER

SEC. 401. AMENDING THE CAPTA TO PROVIDE FOR A PUB-
LIC HEALTH RESPONSE TO INFANTS AF-

FECTED BY SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER.
S0 5101 et seq) is amended by insertine after title
“‘MTLE IV—PUBLIC HEALTH RE-
SPONSE TO INEFANTS AEFE-
FECTED BY SUBSTANCE USE

wse by sapporting States i providing & prbhe health re-
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other services for mothers with a substanee use dis-

“45) providing aeeess to approprinte sereentne;
destetrate o lead ageney to earey out the State’s pubhe

*S 1927 RS
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e oty Eatis Praoss—Ar the siime B o
b shall provide to the Seeretary a desertption of the
of sueh infants; melnding & deseription of—
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fatss
ettt providers trvolved e the delivers or enre of

bt ) ihe and identified as beine aff 1
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stire the development of a mt-diserphinary famtly
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2 ber or eareetver; and

3 ) the State’s plan to develop a system for
4 parpeses of notifteations required by paragraph 2)
7 destened to promote a publie health response to m-
10 order; and not for the purpose of mittatine an Hves-
11 tteation of ehild abuse or negleet:

13 be eonstraed to—

14 1 establish a definition under Federal law of
15 what eonstitates ehild abuse or negleet; or

16 2 peqttre  thvestiontion o proscetttion for
17 any ileeal action; melading a response by the

19 ey AvEaL REporT—The lead ageney of a State
21w svork with the Secrets to provide o report that
22 provides the tther of Hfats—

23 = tdentitted tnder sthsection fH2
24 2} for swhom o famty eare phan was developed
25 trhder stthseetton fHh and
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=65 for whott o referrdd s made for appro-

PORTING-

X3 I ROFRJEAT
—éa% y oz

eare plats;
plans; and
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10
11
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13
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15
16
17
18
19
20
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23
24
25

134
that imelades; at & mintmam; mformation on—
seetion (o) and
a ptibhe health response to addresstie the needs of
“fay Iy GENERAL—The Seeretary 13 authorized to
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1 to el Heboration in developine: npdatine imple-

3 seetion 402{e)r

5 “+H " the amounts made
7 shall reserve—

8 “A) no more than 3 pereent for the pur-
10 =Bt to tess Hhan 3 pereent for ornnts to
11 Indtan Fribes and Tribal organizations to ad-
13 feeted by substancee use disorder; tneluding aleo-
14 hol use disorder; and their famihes or eare-
17 wnder sabseetion (-

19 PoRHS—The Seeretary shall alot the amount made
20 avatlable to earry out subseetion o) that remains
21 after appheation of paragraph (1) to each State that
22 apphes for steh a erant; H an atmount equad to the
23 st of—

24 A $506;600; and

*S 1927 RS



O o0 N N B W =

—
o = O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

136
By an amount that bears the same rela-

tiont of paraeraph (1 and subparagraph (4 as
ment to a States
et APPHEYRION— Shitte destrte o ottt thder
Hram—
“HH & desertption of—
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402{e);
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seer) to assist i earrying out any family eare
seetton 472() for ehildren with & parent 1 a h-
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with requirements to refer a child identified as sab-
rived prrsuant to # grant ander part € of the Tndi-

“Udy Hebs oF Fonbs—Itunds awarded to a State

throteh erants or subgrants; contracts; or eooperative
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treatrent: and

fiee 13 made i a timely manner; a8 reegdred
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may be provided under a family eare plan
postparttin womeh;
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practicable:
tdentified; for whom a family eare plan was de-
veloped; and for whom a referral was made for
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and iiention:
iy providers withott a ehid proteetion
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eation serviees within 1 year affer a reumfiea-
“Y the number who expertenced & return

eattor:

o fduention and fhnbor; the Committee on Approprin-
SrHHE progti.
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TITLE V—ADOPTION
OPPORTUNITIES
Seetion 201 of the Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment and Adoption Reform Aet of 1978 (42 LS.
tiewdarly for children facine barriers to adop-
£6) i1 paracraph (25 by striking “and” at
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon: and
5 by addine at the end the followine:
tion of evidence-based and evidence-informed post-
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placements; and

TroN—The term ‘child factne a barrier to adoption”
tneludes an older ehild; a ehild whe 5 a raetad or
ethnte minortty; a child with a disabtlity a ehild or
vorth who belones to a population that 8 the foens
Nutional Institwtes of Henlth on August 28; 2019;
and a child with speetad needs as defined 1 seetion
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1 =4 procedures to wentds and stppott
2 potentiad knship eare arraneements

3 31 e subsection fe—

4 ) by steikine the subseetion header and
5 msertine the followine:

7 b BARRIERS £6 ADOPHION—"

8 B} i paragraph (b by striking “speetat
9 needs ehtdren™ and sertine “children faetne
10 barriers to adoption’s and

11 6} i paragraph {216, by inserting <5
12 inehadine saeh parents: ehildrens and siblines in
13 kinship eare arraneements™ before the semt-
14 eolons

15 4t subseetton H—

16 ) by steikine the subseetion header and
17 Hrsertine the followite:

20 SEPPORT S ;

22 e throueh the Hhprovement of postdeend
24 6} 1 paragraph (H—

25 h 1 subparagraph (A—
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1 and submit to the Committee on Health; Iidueation;
2 Laber; and Penstons of the Senate and the Committee on
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“SEC. 205. SENSE OF CONGRESS; TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE;
AND REPORT ON UNREGUEATED cUSTODY
TRANSFERS.
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cre to steh o teansfer may contribtte to additonal
reemlated eustody transfers and; as a result; may not
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eludine preventine wnreenlated enstody transfers of
Federal resonrees; inehucine internet websites; to
) employees of State; loeak; and Fribal
edueation and traiing materials related to pre-
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1 effeets of the lack of assessment of a ehlds
3 atd eotrts due to sueh unrecttated eustods
4 teansters

7 alt States: and

10 tody transfers; theladine of adopted ehldrens
11 that melade—

12 “f sueeested chanees or updates to
13 Federal and State law to address unreen-
14 fated eustody transfers:

15 S sneoested chanees or updates to
16 chthd proteetion practiees to address oh-
17 regtlated eastody transfers; and

18 “Git methods of providine to the pub-
19 he mformatton reeardine adoption and
20 ehild proteetion=

21 SEC. 506. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

22 Seetton 206 of the Child Abuse Prevention and
23 Treatment and Adoption Reform Aet of 1978 (42 56
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TIiTLE—This Act may be cited as the
“CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 20217

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for

this Act 1s as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Amended CAPTA table of contents.
Sec. 3. Definitions.

TITLE I—GENERAL PROGRAM

Sec. 101. Interagency work group on child abuse and neglect.

Sec. 102. National clearinghouse for information relating to child abuse.

Sec. 103. Research and assistance activities.

Sec. 104. Grants to States, Indian Tribes or Tribal organizations, and public or
private agencies and organizations.

Sec. 105. National child abuse hotline.

Sec. 106. Grants to States for child abuse or neglect prevention and treatment
Programs.

Sec. 107. Grants for investigation and prosecution of child abuse and neglect.
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Sec. 108. Miscellaneous requirements relating to assistance.
Sec. 109. Reports.

Sec. 110. Monitoring and oversight.

Sec. 111. Authorization of appropriations.

Sec. 112. Conforming amendments.

TITLE II—COMMUNITY-BASED GRANTS FOR THE PREVENTION OF
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Sec. 201. Amendments to title II of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act.
Sec. 202. Conforming amendments.

TITLE III—PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACHES TO IDENTIFY AND PRE-
VENT CHILD FATALITIES AND NEAR FATALITIES DUE TO CHILD
ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Sec. 301. Identifying and preventing child fatalities and near fatalities due to
child abuse and neglect.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE TO INFANTS AFFECTED BY
SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER

Sec. 401. Amending the CAPTA to provide for a public health response to infants
affected by substance use disorder.
TITLE V—ADOPTION OPPORTUNITIES
Sec. 501. Purpose.
Sec. 502. Definitions.
Sec. 503. Information and services.
Sec. 504. Studies and reports.

Sec. 505. Unregulated custody transfers.
Sec. 506. Authorization of appropriations.

SEC. 2. AMENDED CAPTA TABLE OF CONTENTS.
The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42
U.S.C. 5101 et seq.) is amended—
(1) by striking section 2; and
(2) by amending the table of contents under sec-
tion 1(b) to read as follows:

“TABLE OF CONTENTS

“Sec. 1. Short title.
“Sec. 2. Definitions.

“TITLE I—GENERAL PROGRAM
“Sec. 101. Office on Child Abuse and Neglect.

“Sec. 102. Interagency work group on child abuse and neglect.
“Sec. 103. National clearinghouse for information relating to child abuse.
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“Sec. 104.
“Sec. 105.

“Sec. 106.

“Sec. 107.

“Sec. 108.
“Sec. 109.
“Sec. 110.
“Sec. 111.
“Sec. 112.
“Sec. 113.

“TITLE IT

“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
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“Sec. 208.
“Sec. 209.
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Research and assistance activities.

Grants to States, Indian Tribes or Tribal organizations, and public
or private agencies and organizations.

Grants to States for child abuse or neglect prevention and treatment
Programs.

Grants to States for programs relating to the investigation and pros-
ecution of child abuse and neglect cases.

National child abuse hotline.

Miscellaneous requirements relating to assistance.

Coordination of child abuse and neglect programs.

Reports.

Monitoring and oversight.

Authorization of appropriations.

COMMUNITY-BASED GRANTS FOR THE PRIMARY
PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

1. Purposes.

. Authorization of grants.

. Lead entity.

. Application.

. Uses of funds.

. Performance measures.

. National technical assistance for community-based family strength-

ening services.
Rule of construction.
Authorization of appropriations.

“TITLE 1II—PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACHES TO IDENTIFY AND PRE-
VENT CHILD FATALITIES AND NEAR FATALITIES DUE TO CHILD
ABUSE AND NEGLECT

“Sec. 301.
“Sec. 302.

“Sec. 303.

“Sec. 304.

“Sec. 306.

Purpose.

Federal Work Group on Public Health Surveillance of Child Fatalities
and near fatalities Due to Child Abuse and Neglect.

Case registry for child fatalities and near fatalities due to child abuse
and neglect.

Grants for State, Indian Tribe, and Tribal organization child death
review of child abuse and neglect fatalities and near fatalities.

. Assisting State, Indian Tribe, and Tribal organization implementa-

tion.
Authorization of appropriations.

“TITLE IV—PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE TO INFANTS AFFECTED BY

“Sec. 401.
“Sec. 402.
“Sec. 403.
“Sec. 404.
“Sec. 405.

SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER

Purpose.

Requirements.

National technical assistance and reporting.
Grant program authorized.

Authorization of appropriations.”.
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SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act is
amended by striking section 3 (42 U.S.C. 5101 note) and
serting the following:

“SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—In this Act:

“(1) ALASKA NATIVE.—The term ‘Alaska Native’
has the meaning given the term ‘Native’ in section 3
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1602)

“(2) CHILD.—Subject to subsection (b)(2), the
term ‘chald’ means a person who has not attained the
lesser of—

“(A) the age of 18; or
“(B) except in the case of sexual abuse, the
age specified by the child protection law of the

State in which the child resides.

“(3) CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT—The term
‘child abuse and neglect” means, at a minvmum, any
recent act or failure to act on the part of a parent
or caretaker, which results in death, serious physical
or emotional harm, sexual abuse or exploitation (in-
cluding sexual abuse as determined under paragraph
(17)), or an act or failure to act which presents an

vmmanent risk of serious harm.
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“(4) CHILD WITH A DISABILITY—The term
‘child with a disability’ means a child with a dis-
ability as defined in section 602 of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1401), or
an anfant or toddler with a disability as defined in
section 632 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1432)

“(5) CHILDREN AND YOUTH OVERREPRESENTED
IN THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM.—The term ‘children
and youth overrepresented in the child welfare system’
mceludes  children  and youth who belong to popu-
lations who are the focus of research efforts authorized
under section 404N of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 283p) and defined wn NIH Notice NOT-
OD—-19-139 released on August 28, 2019.

“(6) COMMUNITY-BASED FAMILY STRENGTH-
ENING SERVICES.—The term ‘community-based fam-
wly strengthening services’ includes services that—

“(A) are provided by organizations car-
rying out programs such as family resource pro-
grams, family support programs, voluntary
home visiting programs, respite care services
programs, parenting education, mutual support
programs for parents and children, parent part-

ner programs, family advocate programs, and
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other community programs or networks of such
programs; and

“(B) are designed to prevent or respond to
child abuse and neglect and support families in
building protective factors linked to the preven-
tion of child abuse and neglect.

“(7) COMMUNITY REFERRAL SERVICES.—The
term ‘community referral services’ means services pro-
vided under contract or through an interagency agree-
ment to assist famalies in obtaining needed informa-
tion, mutual support, and community resources, in-
cluding respite care services, health care services (in-
cluding mental health and substance wuse disorder
services), employability development and job training,
and other social services, including early develop-
mental screening of children, through help lines or
other methods.

“(8) FAraLITY—The term ‘fatality’, used with
respect to a child fatality that is due to child abuse
or neglect, means a fatality of a child that occurred—

“(A) due to an mjury resulting from child
abuse or neglect; or
“(B) where child abuse or mneglect was a

contributing factor to the cause of death.
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“(9) GOVERNOR.—The term ‘Governor’ means
the chief executive officer of a State.

“(10) HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH.—The
term ‘homeless children and youth’ means an indi-
vidual who s described in section 725 of the McKin-
ney-Vento  Homeless Assistance Act (42  U.S.C.
11434a).

“(11) INDIAN; INDIAN TRIBE; TRIBAL ORGANIZA-
TION.—The terms ‘Indian’, ‘Indian Tribe’, and “Trib-
al organization” have the meanings given the terms
‘Indian’, ‘Indian tribe’, and ‘tribal organization’, re-
spectively, in section 4 of the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

“(12) INDIVIDUALS WITH PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
IN THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM.—The term ‘individ-
wals with personal experience in the child welfare sys-
tem” means parents and youth with current or pre-
vious 1nvolvement in the child welfare system, kinship
careqivers, foster and adoptive famailies, and adults
who experienced chald abuse or neglect as children.

“(13) NATIVE HAWAIIAN.—The term ‘Native Ha-
wavian” has the meaning given the term in section
6207 of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).
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“(14) NEAR FATALITY.~—The term ‘near fatality’
means an act that, as certified by a physician, places
a child n serious or critical condition.

“(15) PROTECTIVE FACTORS LINKED TO THE
PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT.—The
term ‘protective factors linked to the prevention of
child abuse and neglect’” means evidence-based or evi-
dence-informed factors that have been demonstrated to
ensure that families are more likely to be healthy and
strong and children are less likely to experience child
abuse and neglect.

“(16) RESPITE CARE SERVICES.—The term ‘res-
pite care services’ means services, including the serv-
1ces of crisis nurseries, that are—

“(A) provided n the temporary absence of
the reqular caregiver (meaning a parent, other
relative, foster parent, adoptive parent, or guard-
1an);

“(B) provided to children who—

“(1) are in danger of child abuse or ne-
glect;

“(11) have experienced child abuse or
neglect; or

“(111) have disabilities or chronic or

terminal llnesses;
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“(C) provided within or outside the home of
the child;

“(D) short-term care (ranging from a few
hours to a few weeks of time, per year); and

“(E) intended to enable the family to stay
together and to keep the child living in the home
and communaty of the child.

“(17) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Health and Human Services.

“(18) SERIOUS BODILY INJURY.—The term ‘seri-
ous bodily injury’ means bodily injury which involves
substantial risk of death, extreme physical pain, pro-
tracted and obvious disfigurement, or protracted loss
or vmparrment of the function of a bodily member,
organ, or mental faculty.

“(19) SExvAL ABUSE.—The term ‘sexual abuse’
mcludes—

“(A) the employment, use, persuasion, in-
ducement, enticement, or coercion of any child to
engage n, or assist any other person to engage
m, any sexually explicit conduct or simulation
of such conduct for the purpose of producing a
visual depiction of such conduct; and

“(B) the rape, and n cases of caretaker or

mter-famalial relationships, statutory rape, mo-
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lestation, prostitution, or other form of sexual ex-

ploitation of children, or incest with children.

“(20) STATE—FExcept as provided in section
106(g), the term ‘State’ means each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
1ana Islands.

“(21) WITHHOLDING OF MEDICALLY INDICATED
TREATMENT.—The term ‘withholding of medically in-
dicated treatment’ means the failure to respond to the
mfant’s  life-threatening conditions by  providing
treatment (including appropriate nutrition, hydra-
tion, and medication) which, in the treating physi-
cian’s or physicians’ reasonable medical judgment,
will be most Likely to be effective in ameliorating or
correcting all such conditions, except that the term
does not include the failure to provide treatment
(other than appropriate nutrition, hydration, or
medication) to an infant when, in the treating physi-
cian’s or physicians’ reasonable medical judgment—

“(A) the infant s chronically and irrevers-
1bly comatose;
“(B) the provision of such treatment

would—
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“(1) merely prolong dying;

“(11) not be effective in ameliorating or
correcting all of the infant’s life-threatening
conditions; or

“(111) otherwise be futile in terms of the
survival of the infant; or
“(C) the provision of such treatment would

be virtually futile in terms of the survival of the

mfant and the treatment itself under such cir-
cumstances would be inhumane.
“(b) SPECIAL RULE.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of paragraphs
(3) and (19) of subsection (a), a child shall be consid-
eved a victim of child abuse and neglect or sexual
abuse if the child s identified, by an employee of the
State or local agency involved, as being a victim of
sex trafficking (as defined in section 103 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7102)) or a wvictim of severe forms of trafficking in
persons (as defined in such section 103).

“(2) StaTE OPTION.—Notwithstanding the defi-
nitton of child under subsection (a)(2), for purposes
of application of paragraph (1), a State may elect to
define the term ‘child’ as a person who has not at-

tained the age of 24.”.
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TITLE I—GENERAL PROGRAM
SEC. 101. INTERAGENCY WORK GROUP ON CHILD ABUSE
AND NEGLECT.

Section 102 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5102) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 102. INTERAGENCY WORK GROUP ON CHILD ABUSE

AND NEGLECT.

“la) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary may establish
and operate an Interagency Work Group on Child Abuse
and Neglect (referred to in this section as the ‘Work Group’).

“(b) CompoSITION.—The Work Group shall be com-
prised of representatives from Federal agencies with respon-
sibility for child abuse and neglect related programs and

activities and other programs and activities that strengthen

Jamalies and support child and family well-being.

“(c) DuriES.—The Work Group shall—

“(1) coordinate Federal efforts and activities
with respect to child abuse and neglect prevention and
treatment, including data collection and reporting;

“(2) serve as a forum that convenes relevant Fed-
eral agencies to communicate and exchange ideas con-
cerning child abuse and neglect related programs and
activities and other programs and activities that
strengthen families and support child and family

well-being;
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“(3) work to maximize Federal resources to ad-

dress child abuse and neglect in areas of critical needs

Jor the field, such as—

“(A) improving research;

“(B) focusing on prevention of child abuse
and neglect;

“(C) addressing racial bias and disparities
wm the child welfare system;

“(D) enhancing child welfare professionals’
understanding of trauma-informed practices that
prevent and mitigate the effects of trauma and
adverse childhood experiences;

“(K) identifying actions the child protective
services system, other public agencies, and com-
munity-based organizations can take to develop
alternative pathways to connect famailies experi-
encing difficulty meeting basic needs or other
risk factors associated with child abuse and ne-
glect to community-based family strengthening
services to prevent child abuse and neglect in
order to safely reduce the number of families un-
necessarily imvolved in such system; and

“(F) addressing the links between chaild

abuse and neglect and domestic violence; and
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“(4) consult with experts in the child protective
services field and individuals with personal experi-
ence in the child welfare system.”.

SEC. 102. NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE FOR INFORMATION
RELATING TO CHILD ABUSE.

Section 103 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5104) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 103. NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE FOR INFORMATION

RELATING TO CHILD ABUSE.

“la) ESTABLISHMENT—The Secretary shall establish,
directly or through one or more competitive contracts of not
less than 3 years duration, a national clearinghouse for in-
Jormation relating to child abuse and neglect.

“(b) CONSULTATION.—In establishing the clearing-
house under subsection (a), the Secretary shall consult with
the head of each Federal agency involved with child abuse
and neglect regarding—

“(1) the development of the components for infor-
mation collection;

“(2) the management of such clearinghouse; and

“(3) mechanisms for the sharing of information
with other Federal agencies and clearinghouses.

“(c) FUNCTIONS.—The Secretary, through the clear-
inghouse established under subsection (a), shall maintain

and dissemanate information on—
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“(1) evidence-based and evidence-informed pro-
grams, including private and community-based pro-
grams, that have—

“(A) demonstrated success with respect to
the prevention, assessment, identification, and
treatment of child abuse or neglect; and

“(B) potential for broad-scale implementa-
tion and replication;

“(2) the medical diagnosis and treatment of

child abuse and neglect and the use of trauma-in-

Jormed practices that prevent and mitigate the effects

of trauma and adverse childhood experiences;
“(3) best practices relating to—

“(A) differential response;

“(B) the use of alternative pathways to con-
nect families experiencing difficulty meeting
basic needs or other risk factors associated with
child abuse and neglect to community-based fam-
wly strengthening services to prevent child abuse
and neglect, imcluding through the operation of
local, State, or Tribal helplines, websites, or mo-
bile applications (which may include expanding
hotlines and referral systems operated by State,
Tribal, or local child protective services agencies

for such purposes);
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“(C) making 1mprovements to the child pro-
tective services systems, including efforts to pre-
vent child abuse and neglect, prioritize serving
children who arve at risk of serious harm, and
vmplement protocols to identify, examine, and
eliminate child fatalities and near fatalities due
to child abuse and neglect;

“(D) making appropriate referrals related
to the physical, developmental, and mental
health needs of children who are victims of child
abuse or neglect, and when appropriate, provide
services to parents or children, to address the

needs of such children and thewr famailies and ef-

fectwely treat the effects of such abuse or neglect;

“(E) supporting children and youth being
cared for by kinship caregivers, including such
children whose living arrangements with kinship
caregivers occurred without the involvement of a
child protective services agency; and

“(F) workforce development and retention of
child protective services personnel;

“(4) professional development and training re-

sources available at the State and local level—

“(A) for individuals who are engaged, or

who intend to engage, i the prevention, identi-

*S 1927 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG TN N T NG I NG I N0 B S e e T e e T e T e T T
[ T NG U N N e = NN - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O T NO S e

182

fication, and treatment of child abuse and ne-
glect, including mandated reporters; and

“(B) for appropriate State, Tribal, and
local officials to assist in traiming law enforce-
ment, legal, judicial, medical, physical, behav-
woral and mental health, child care and early
learning, education, child welfare, substance use
disorder treatment services, and domestic vio-
lence services personnel on—

“(1) the role of the child protective serv-
wces system to identify chaldren at risk of se-
rious harm; and

“(11) how to direct families in need to
alternative pathways for community-based
Jamily strengthening services in order to
safely reduce the number of families unnec-
essarily involved with child protective serv-
ces;

“(5) in comjunction with the National Resource
Centers authorized under section 310(b) of the Family
Violence Prevention and Services Act (42 U.S.C.
10410(D)), effective programs and best practices for
developing and carrying out collaboration between en-
tities providing child protective services and entities

providing domestic violence services;
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“(6) the requirements of section 402(c) and best

practices relating to the development, implementation,
and monitoring of family care plans as described in
section 402(c) for infants identified as being affected
by substance use disorder (including alcohol use dis-
order), including best practices on topics such as—
“(A) collaboration and coordination across
substance abuse agencies, child welfare agencies,
maternal and child health agencies, famaily
courts, and other community partners; and
“(B) identification and delivery of services

Jor affected infants and their famailies, including

Jor infants affected by substance use disorder, in-

cluding aleohol use disorder, but whose famailies

do not meet criteria for immediate safety con-
cerns of child abuse and neglect;

“(7) the incidence of cases of child abuse and ne-
glect in the United States, including information
based on data submitted by State child protective
services agencies under section 106(d); and

“(8) the research conducted under section 104(a).
“(d) DaTA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall develop
and maintain a Federal data collection and analysis

system, in consultation with appropriate State, Trib-

*S 1927 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

|\ I NO TR NG T NS R NS R L e e T e D e e T S
A W N = O VWV o0 NN O B BN~ WD = O

184

al, and local agencies and experts in the field, to col-
lect, compile, and make available State child abuse
and neglect reporting information which shall be uni-
versal and case specific and, to the extent practicable,
integrated with other case-based Federal, State, Trib-
al, regional, and local child welfare information (in-
cluding the automated foster care and adoption re-
porting system required under section 479 of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 679) and including the
case registry authorized under section 303), and
which shall include—

“(A) standardized data on false, unfounded,
unsubstantiated, and substantiated reports;

“(B) comparable information on child fa-
talities and near fatalities due to child abuse
and neglect, including—

“(1) the number of child fatalities and
near fatalities due to child abuse and ne-
glect; and

“(11) case-specific data about the cir-
cumstances under which a child fatality or
near fatality occurred due to abuse and ne-
glect, including the data elements described

wm section 106(d)(3)(K);
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“(C) information about the incidence and
characteristics of child abuse and neglect in cir-
cumstances in which domestic violence 1s present;
and

“(D) anformation about the incidence and
characteristics of child abuse and neglect in cases
related to substance use disorder.

“(2) CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIREMENT.—In car-
rying out paragraph (1)(D), the Secretary shall en-
sure that methods are established and implemented to
preserve the confidentiality of records relating to case
specific data.”.

SEC. 103. RESEARCH AND ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES.
Section 104 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5105) is amended—

(1) by amending subsections (a) through (c) to
read as follows:

“(a) RESEARCH.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary, in coordina-
tion with relevant Federal agencies, and in consulta-
tion with recognized experts in the field, shall carry
out a continuing interdisciplinary program of re-
search, including longitudinal research, that is de-

signed to—
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“(A) provide information needed to improve
primary prevention of child abuse and neglect;

“(B) better protect children from child
abuse or neglect;

“(C) evaluate the efficacy of programs or
practices to improve outcomes;

“(D) wmprove the well-being of wvictims of
child abuse or neglect; and

“(E) be responsive to the research needs of
the child welfare field.
“(2) Torics.—The research program described

m paragraph (1) may focus on—

“(A) evidence-based or evidence-informed
programs regarding—

“(1) prevention of child abuse and ne-
glect i famalies that have not had contact
with the child protective services system, in-
cluding through supporting the development
of protective factors linked to the prevention
of child abuse and neglect; and

“(1n)  trauma-informed and develop-
mentally-appropriate treatment of children
and famailies who experience child abuse and

neglect, including efforts to prevent the re-
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trawmatization of such children and fama-

lies;

“(B) effective practices to reduce racial bias
and disparities in the child protective services
system;

“(C) effective practices and programs in the
use of differential response to identify children at
risk of serious harm and to safely reduce the
number of families unnecessarily imvestigated by
the child protective services system;

“(D) effective practices and programs de-
signed to 1mprove service delivery and outcomes
Jor child protective services agencies engaged
with children and famalies with complex needs,
such as famailies who have experienced domestic
volence, substance use disorders, or adverse
childhood experiences, or who have mental health
needs;

“(E) best practices for recruiting and re-
taining a child protective services workforce and
providing professional development;

“(F) effective collaborations, between the
child protective system and domestic violence
service providers, that provide for the safety of

children exposed to domestic violence and thewr
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non-abusing parents and that vmprove the inves-
tigations, interventions, delivery of services, and
treatments provided for such children and fama-
lies;

“(G) child abuse and neglect issues facing
Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians,
meluding  providing  recommendations  for im-
proving the collection of child abuse and neglect
data from Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations,
and Native Hawaiian communities;

“CH) chald abuse and neglect issues related
to children and youth overrepresented in the
child welfare system, including efforts to improve
the child welfare system’s practices related to the
prevention, identification, and treatment of child
abuse and neglect to address such overrepresenta-
tion; and

“(I) effective collaborations between the
child welfare system and substance use disorder
treatment service providers that provide for the
safety of children exposed to parents with sub-
stance use disorders, and that improve the inves-
tigations, interventions, delivery of services, and
treatments provided for such children and famai-

lves.
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“(3) NATIONAL INCIDENCE OF CHILD ABUSE AND

NEGLECT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall

conduct research on the national incidence of

child abuse and neglect and investigate the

trends in such incidence, including the informa-

tion on the national incidence on child abuse

and neglect specified in subparagraph (B).

“(B) CONTENT.—The research described in

subparagraph (A) shall examine the national in-

cidence of child abuse and neglect, including—

*S 1927 RS

“(1) the extent to which incidents of
child abuse and neglect are increasing or
decreasing in number and severity;

“(11) the incidence of substantiated and
unsubstantiated reported child abuse and
neglect cases;

“(111) the number of substantiated cases
that result in a judicial finding of child
abuse or mneglect or related criminal court
convictions;

“(w) the extent to which the number of
unsubstantiated, unfounded, or falsely re-
ported cases of child abuse or neglect have

contributed to the inability of a State to re-
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spond effectively to serious cases of child
abuse or neglect;

“(v) the extent to which the lack of ade-
quate resources or the lack of adequate
traiming of individuals required by law to
report suspected cases of child abuse and ne-
glect have contributed to the inability of a
State to respond effectively to serious cases
of child abuse and neglect;

“(vi) the number of unsubstantiated,

false, or unfounded reports that have re-

sulted i a child being placed in substitute
care, and the duration of such placement;
“(vir) the extent to which unsubstan-
tiated reports return as more serious cases
of child abuse or neglect;
“(vine) the incidence and prevalence
of—

“(I) physical, sexual, and emo-
tonal abuse and physical and emo-
tional neglect in substitute care; and

“(II) domestic violence in sub-
stantiated cases of child abuse and ne-

glect;
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1 “lix) the incidence and prevalence of
2 child maltreatment by a wide array of de-
3 mographic characteristics such as age, sex,
4 race, family structure, household relation-
5 ship (including the living arrangement of
6 the resident parent and famaily size), school
7 enrollment and education attainment, dis-
8 ability, labor force status, and income in
9 the previous year;

10 “(x) the extent to which reports of sus-
11 pected or known instances of child abuse or
12 neglect involving a potential combination of
13 Jurisdictions, such as intrastate, interstate,
14 Federal-State, and  State-Tribal,  are
15 screened out solely on the basis of the cross-
16 Jurisdictional complications; and

17 “(x1) the incidence and outcomes of
18 child abuse and neglect allegations reported
19 within the context of divoree, custody, or
20 other family court proceedings, and the
21 mteraction between family courts and the
22 child protective services system.
23 “(4) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the
24 date of the enactment of the CAPTA Reauthorization
25 Act of 2021 and every 2 years thereafter, the Sec-
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retary shall prepare and make available on a website
that s accessible to the public and submit to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the Committee on Education and
Labor of the House of Representatives a report that—

“(A) vdentifies the research priorities under
paragraph (5) and the process for determining
such priorities;

“(B) contains a summary of the research
supported pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2),
and a summary of any other relevant research
on child abuse and neglect conducted by agencies
within the Department of Health and Human
Services;

“(C) contains the findings of the research
regarding the national incidence on child abuse
and neglect conducted under paragraph (3); and

“(D) describes how the Secretary will con-
tinue to improve the accuracy of imformation on
the national incidence on child abuse and neglect
specified in paragraph (3).

“(5) PRIORITIES.—
“(A) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall es-

tablish research priorities, which may include
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long-term studies, for making grants or contracts

Jor purposes of carrying out paragraph (1).

“(B) PuBLic COMMENT.—The Secretary
shall provide a biennial opportunity for public
comment concerning the priorities proposed
under subparagraph (A) and shall maintain an
official record of such public comment.

“(b) PROVISION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall provide
technical assistance to State, local, and Tribal public
and private agencies and community-based organiza-
tions, including organizations that support children
or youth overrepresented in the child welfare system,
disability organizations, and persons who work with
children with disabilities, and providers of mental
health, substance use disorder treatment, and domestic
violence prevention services, to assist such agencies
and organizations n  planning, 1mproving, devel-
oping, carrying out, and evaluating programs and
activities, including replicating successful program
models, relating to the prevention, assessment, identi-
fication, and treatment of child abuse and neglect.

“(2) CONTENT.—The technical assistance under

paragraph (1) shall be designed to—
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“(A) reduce racial bias and disparities in
the child protective services system;

“(B) support the child protective services
system to develop and vmplement trauma-in-
Jormed approaches to prevent, reduce, and treat
child abuse and neglect;

“(C) promote best practices for addressing
child abuse and neglect in families with complex
needs, such as famailies who have experienced do-
mestic violence, substance use disorders, or ad-
verse childhood experiences, or who have mental
health needs;

“(D) leverage community-based resources to
prevent child abuse and neglect to develop a con-
tinuum of prevention programs and services, in-
cluding resources regarding health care (includ-
ing mental health and substance use disorder),
housing, food assistance, parent support, finan-
cral assistance, child care and early learning,
education services, and other services to assist
Jamailies;

“(K) promote best practices for maximizing
coordination and communication between State,

Tribal, and local child welfare agencies and rel-
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evant health care entities, consistent with all ap-
plicable Federal and State privacy laws; and

“(F) provide other technical assistance, as
determined by the Secretary in consultation with
such State, Tribal, and local public and private
agencies and community-based organizations as
the Secretary determines appropriate.

“(3)  EvALUATION.—The technical assistance

under paragraph (1) may include an evaluation or

wdentification of—

“(A) various methods and procedures for the
prevention, investigation, assessment, and pros-
ecution of child physical and sexual abuse cases;

“(B) ways to prevent and mitigate the ef-
fects of trawma to the child victim;

“(C) effective programs carried out by the
States under this title and title 11;

“(D) effective approaches to link child pro-
tective service agencies with health care (includ-
g mental health and substance use disorder),
and developmental services to vmprove forensic
diagnosis and health evaluations, and reduce
barriers and shortages to such linkages; and

“(E) the extent to which changes in meth-

ods, procedures, and approaches implemented by
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1 the child protective service system minimized ra-
2 cial bias and disparities in such system.

3 “(4) DISSEMINATION.—The Secretary may pro-
4 vide for, and disseminate information relating to,
5 various training resources available at the State and
6 local level to—

7 “(A) indurduals who are engaged, or who
8 mtend to engage, in the prevention, identifica-
9 tion, and treatment of child abuse and neglect;
10 and

11 “(B) appropriate State and local officials to
12 assist in traming law enforcement, legal, judi-
13 cial, medical, mental health, child care and early
14 learning, education, child welfare, substance use
15 disorder, and domestic violence services personnel
16 m appropriate methods of interacting during in-
17 vestigative, administrative, and judicial pro-
18 ceedings with children who have been subjected
19 to, or children whom such personnel suspect have
20 been subjected to, child abuse or neglect.
21 “(c) AUTHORITY TO MAKE GRANTS OR ENTER INTO

22 CONTRACTS.—

23 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The functions of the Sec-
24 retary under this section may be carried out directly
25 or through grant or contract.

*S 1927 RS



O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

197

“(2) DURATION.—Grants under this section shall

be made for periods of not more than 5 years.”; and

(2) by striking subsection (e).

SEC. 104. GRANTS TO STATES, INDIAN TRIBES OR TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, AND PUBLIC OR PRIVATE
AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

Section 105 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 105. GRANTS TO STATES, INDIAN TRIBES OR TRIBAL

ORGANIZATIONS, AND PUBLIC OR PRIVATE
AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

“(a) AUTHORITY TO AWARD GRANTS OR ENTER INTO
CONTRACTS.—The Secretary may award grants and enter
mto contracts to carry out programs and projects in accord-
ance with this section, for any of the following purposes:

“(1) Capacity burlding, in order to create coordi-
nated, inclusive, and collaborative systems that have
statewide, local, or community-based impact in pre-
venting, reducing, and treating child abuse and ne-
glect.

“(2) Innovation, through time-limited, field-ini-
twated demonstration projects that further the under-
standing of the field to prevent, treat, and reduce
child abuse and neglect.

“(b) CArACITY BUILDING GRANT PROGRAM.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary may award

grants or contracts to an eligible entity.

“(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this subsection, the
term ‘eligible entity’ means—

“(A) a State or local agency, Indian Tribe
or Tribal organization, or a nonprofit entity; or
“(B) a consortium of entities described in

subparagraph (A).

“(3) APPLICATIONS.—To receive a grant or con-
tract under this subsection, an eligible entity shall
submit an application to the Secretary at such time,
m such manner, and containing such information as
the Secretary may require.

“(4) USES OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity receiv-
mg a grant or contract under this subsection shall use
the funds made available through the grant or con-
tract to better align and coordinate community-based,
local, or State activities to strengthen families and
prevent, reduce, or treat child abuse and neglect, by—

“(A) traiming professionals in prevention,
wdentification, or treatment of child abuse and
neglect, which may include—

“(1) traiming of professional and para-

professional personnel, who are engaged n,

or mtend to work i, the field of prevention,
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wdentification, and treatment of child abuse
and neglect, including training in the links
between child abuse and neglect and domes-
tic violence and approaches to working with
Jamalies with substance use disorder;

“(1n) tratming on evidence-based and
evidence-informed — programs to 1mprove
child abuse and neglect reporting, with «a
Jocus on adults who work with children in
a professional or volunteer capacity, imclud-
mg on—

“(1) preventing, recognizing, and
responding to child sexual abuse; and

“(11) safely reducing the number
of families unnecessarily investigated
by the child protective services system;

“Oiir) traiming of personnel in best
practices to meet the unique needs and de-
velopment of children with disabilities, chil-
dren under the age of 3, and infants affected
by substance use disorder, including alcohol
use disorder;

“(iv) 1mproving the training of super-

visory child welfare workers on best prac-
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tices for recruiting, selecting, and retaining
personnel;

“(v) supporting State child welfare
and child protective services agencies to co-
ordinate the provision of services with State
and local health care agencies, substance
abuse agencies, public health agencies, men-
tal health agencies, other public and private
welfare agencies, and agencies that provide
early intervention services to promote child
safety, permanence, and family stability,
which may nclude training on improving
coordination  between agencies to meet
health evaluation and treatment needs of
children who have been wvictims of substan-
twated cases of child abuse or neglect;

“(vi) traiming of personnel in  best
practices relating to the provision of dif-
Jerential response; and

“(vir) training for child welfare profes-
stonals to reduce and prevent racial bias in
the provision of child protective services and
child welfare services related to child abuse

and neglect;
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“(B) enhancing systems coordination and
triage procedures, including programs of collabo-
rative partnerships between the State child pro-
tective services agency, community social service
agencies and community-based family support
programs, law enforcement agencies and legal
systems, developmental disability agencies, sub-
stance use disorder treatment agencies, health
care entities, domestic violence prevention enti-
ties, mental health service entities, schools, places
of worship, and other community-based agencies,
such as children’s advocacy centers, in accord-
ance with all applicable Federal and State pri-
vacy laws, to—
“(1) improve responses to reports of
child abuse and neglect;
“(11) allow for the establishment or im-
provement of a coordinated triage system;
“(111) connect families experiencing
difficulty meeting basic needs or risk factors
associated with child abuse and neglect to
community-based systems and programs
that assist families seeking support to mini-
mize involvement in the child protective

services system; or
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1 “(iw) modernize data systems and net-
2 works to 1mprove the effectiveness of tech-
3 nology used by the child protective services
4 system, including to facilitate timely infor-
5 mation and data sharing and referrals be-
6 tween systems that are designed to serve
7 children and famailies; or

8 “(C) establishing or enhancing coordinated
9 systems of support for children, parents, and
10 Jamalies, including a continuum of prevention
11 programs and services that strengthens families
12 and connects families to services and supports
13 relevant to their diverse needs regardless of how
14 Jamalies make contact with such systems.

15 “(c) FIELD-INITIATED INNOVATION GRANT PRO-
16 GrAM.—

17 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may award
18 grants or contracts to eligible entities for field-initi-
19 ated demonstration projects of up to 5 years that ad-
20 vance innovative approaches to prevent, reduce, or
21 treat chald abuse and neglect.
22 “(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this subsection, the
23 term ‘eligible entity’ means—
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“(A) a State or local agency, Indian Tribe

or Tribal organization, or public or private
agency, or organization; or
“(B) a consortium of entities described in

subparagraph (A).

“(3) APPLICATIONS.—To receive a grant or con-
tract under this subsection, an eligible entity shall
submit an application to the Secretary at such time,
m such manner, and containing such information as
the Secretary may require, including, at a minimum,
a rigorous methodological approach to the evaluation
of the grant or contract and a description of the eligi-
ble entity’s efforts to engage with individuals with
personal experience in the child welfare system in
carrying out such grant or contract.

“(4) USE or FUNDS.—An eligible entity that re-
cewes a grant or contract under this subsection shall
use the funds made available through the grant or
contract to carry out or bring to scale promising, evi-
dence-informed, or evidence-based activities to pre-
vent, treat, or reduce child abuse and neglect that
shall inelude one or more of the following:

“(A) Multidisciplinary systems of care to
strengthen families and prevent, treat, or reduce

child abuse and neglect, such as children’s advo-
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cacy centers or programs that focus on address-
g traumatic stress in families due to child
abuse and mneglect, especially for famailies with
complex needs, such as famailies who have experi-
enced domestic violence, substance use disorders,
or adverse childhood experiences, or who have
mental health needs.

“(B) Primary prevention programs or
strategies aimed at reducing the prevalence of
child abuse and neglect among families.

“(C) The development and use of alternative
pathways to connect families experiencing dif-
Jiculty meeting basic needs or other risk factors
associated with child abuse and neglect to com-
munity-based family strengthening services to
prevent child abuse and mneglect or other public
and private resources, such as supporting the de-
velopment and vmplementation of—

“(1) State, Tribal, or local helplines,
websites, or mobile applications (which may
mclude expanding hotlines and referral sys-
tems operated by State, Tribal, or local
child protective services agencies for such

PUTPOSES);
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“(1n) a continuum of prevention pro-
grams and services that strengthen families
and promote child, parent, and famaily,

well-being; and
“(inr) imnovative collaboration and co-
ordination between the child protective serv-
wces system, public agencies, and commu-
nity-based organizations (including commu-
nity-based providers supported under title

11).

“(D) Innovative training for mandated
child abuse and neglect reporters, which may in-
clude traiming that 1s specific to the mandated
mdiwidual’s  profession or role when working
with children.

“(E) Innovative programs, activities, and
services that are aligned with the research prior-
vties identified under section 104(a)(5).

“(F) Projects to improve implementation of
best practices to educate and assist medical pro-
fesstonals in identifying, assessing, and respond-
mg to potential abuse in infants, including im-
proving communication and alignment with
child protective services as appropriate and iden-

tifying injuries indicative of potential abuse in
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mfants, and to assess the outcomes of such best
practices.

“(G) Projects to establish or implement
comprehensive child sexual abuse awareness and
prevention programs in an age- and develop-
mentally-appropriate manner for children and
youth, parents, guardians, and professionals, in-
cluding on recognizing and safely reporting such
abuse.

“(d) EvALUATION.—In awarding grants and contracts
Jfor programs or projects under this section, the Secretary
shall require all such programs and projects to be evaluated
Jor their effectiveness. Funding for such evaluations shall
be provided either as a stated percentage of a grant or con-
tracts or as a separate grant or contract entered into by
the Secretary for the purpose of evaluating a particular
program or project or group of programs or projects. In
the case of an evaluation performed by the recipient of a
grant, the Secretary shall make available technical assist-
ance for the evaluation, where needed, icluding the use of
a rigorous application of scientific evaluation techniques.”.
SEC. 105. NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE.

Title I of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act (42 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by repealing section 114;
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(2) redesignating section 112 as section 113 and
moving such section to the end of title I;
(3) by redesignating sections 108 through 111 as
sections 109 through 112, respectively; and
(4) by inserting after section 107 the following:
“SEC. 108. NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE.

“The Secretary may award a grant under this section
to a non-profit entity to provide for the ongoing operation
of a 24-hour, national, toll-free hotline to provide informa-
tion and assistance to children who are victims of child
abuse or neglect, parents, caregivers, mandated reporters,
and other concerned community members, including
through alternative modalities for communications (such as
texting or chat services) with such victims and other infor-
mation seekers.”.

SEC. 106. GRANTS TO STATES FOR CHILD ABUSE OR NE-
GLECT PREVENTION AND TREATMENT PRO-
GRAMS.

Section 106 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106a) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 106. GRANTS TO STATES FOR CHILD ABUSE OR NE-

GLECT PREVENTION AND TREATMENT PRO-
GRAMS.
“la) DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION GRANTS.—The

Secretary shall make grants to the States, from allotments
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made under subsection (g) for each State that applies for
a grant under this section, for purposes of assisting the
States in improving the child protective services system of
each such State with respect to one or more of the following
activities:

“(1) Improving the intake, assessment, screening,
and nvestigation of reports of child abuse or neglect,
meluding—

“(A) the use of differential response;
“(B) establishing and maintaining a high-
risk response system to ensure that each repeat

referral of the same child, and each referral of a

child under the age of 3 years, receiwves a rapid

response from such system; and

“(C) protocols and training that reduce and
prevent racial bias wn the child protective serv-
1ces system.

“(2) Supporting trauma-informed response, in-
vestigation, and treatment of child abuse and neglect
by—

“(A) creating and 1mproving the use of
multidisciplinary teams, including children’s ad-

vocacy centers;

*S 1927 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG TN N T NG I NG I N0 B S e e T e e T e T e T T
[ T NG U N N e = NN - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O T NO S e

209

“(B) enhancing investigations  through
teragency, intra-agency, interstate, and intra-
state protocols; and

“(C) 1mproving legal preparation and rep-
resentation, including—

“(1) procedures for appealing and re-
sponding to appeals of substantiated reports
of child abuse or neglect; and

“(1r) provisions to ensure that all chil-
dren and parents shall have legal represen-
tation by a trained attorney in all cases in-
volving an allegation of child abuse or ne-
glect that results im a judicial proceeding,
for the entire duration of the court’s juris-
diction i the case.

“(3) HEstablishing alternative pathways to con-
nect families in need to voluntary, community-based
Jamily strengthening services in order to enable the
child protective services system to focus on children at
most serious risk of harm and safely reduce the num-
ber of families unnecessarily investigated for child
abuse and neglect, through the development, imple-
mentation, and expansion of—

“(A) local or State helplines, websites, or

mobile applications (which may include expand-
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1 mg hotlines and referral systems operated by
2 State or local child protective services agencies
3 Jor such purposes); and

4 “(B) coordination with other local and

5 State public entities to support a continuum of

6 prevention programs and services that strengthen

7 Jamailies and promote child, parent, and famaily

8 well-being.

9 “(4) Improving case management approaches,
10 meluding ongoing case monitoring, and delwery of
11 services and treatment provided to children and their
12 Jamalies to ensure safety and respond to family needs,
13 mcluding—

14 “(A) multidisciplinary approaches to as-
15 sessing family needs and connecting families
16 with  services, including prevention services
17 under section 471 of the Social Security Act (42
18 US.C. 671);

19 “(B) organizing treatment teams of commu-
20 nity service providers that prevent and treat
21 child abuse and neglect, and vmprove child and
22 Jamaly well-being; and

23 “(C) case-monitoring that can  ensure
24 progress i child and family well-being.
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“(5) Modernizing data systems to improve case

management, coordination, and communication be-

tween State and local public agencies, including—

“(A) updating systems of technology that
support the program and track reports of child
abuse and neglect from intake through final dis-
position and allow for interstate and intrastate
mformation exchange;

“(B) 1mproving real-time case monitoring
for caseworkers at the State and local levels to
track assessments, service referrals, follow-up,
case reviews, and progress toward case plan
goals;

“(C) facilitating real-time data sharing be-
tween State and local public agencies and rel-
evant health care entities, consistent with all ap-
plicable Federal and State privacy laws; and

“(D) developing, improving, and 1mple-
menting risk and safety assessment tools and
protocols that reduce and prevent bias.

“(6) Developing, strengthening, and facilitating

training for professionals and volunteers engaged in
the prevention, intervention, and treatment of child

abuse and neglect, including traimning on—

“(A) the legal duties of such individuals;
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“(B) personal safety for case workers;

“(C) early childhood, child, and adolescent
development and the impact of child abuse and
neglect, including long-term 1mpacts of adverse
childhood experiences;

“(D) improving coordination among child
protective service agencies and health care agen-
cies, entities providing health care (including
mental health and substance use disorder serv-
1ces), and community resources;

“(E) improving screening, forensic diag-
nosis, and health and developmental evaluations,
which may include best practices for periodic re-
evaluations, as appropriate;

“(F) addressing the unique needs of children
with — disabilities, ncluding promoting inter-
agency collaboration to meet such needs;

“(G) supporting the placement of children
with  kinship  caregivers and addressing the
unique needs of children in such placements;

“CH) mplementing responsive, family-ori-
ented, and trauma-informed approaches to pre-
vention, identification, intervention, and treat-
ment of child abuse and neglect;

“(1) ensuring child safety;
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“(J) the links between child abuse and ne-
glect and families with complex needs, such as
Jamailies who have experienced domestic violence,
substance use disorders, or adverse childhood ex-
periences, or who have mental health needs;

“(K) coordinating with other services and
agencies to address family and child needs, in-
cluding trawma; and

“(L) distinguishing between cases of child
and abuse neglect and cases related to family
economic insecurity where abuse and neglect are
not present.

“(7) Improving the recruitment and retention of

caseworkers, such as efforts to address the effects of in-

direct trauma exposure for child welfare workers.

“(8) Developing, facilitating the use of, and im-

plementing evidence-based or evidence-informed strat-
egies and training protocols for individuals mandated
to report child abuse and neglect, which may in-

clude—

“(A) strategies designed for mandated re-
porters in specific professions;

“(B) public amwareness and understanding
relating to the role and responsibilities of the

child protective services system; and
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“(C) the nature and basis for reporting sus-
pected incidents of child abuse and neglect.

“(9) Developing, implementing, or operating
programs and referrals to assist i obtaining or co-
ordinating necessary services for famailies of infants or
toddlers with a disability, including—

“(A) evaluation and early intervention serv-
1ces for anfants and toddlers, with special atten-
tion to at-risk infants or toddlers (as defined in
section 632 of the Indwviduals with Disabilities
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1432)), in accordance
with part C of the Indiwviduals with Disabilities
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.) and pro-
viding other support to such infants or toddlers,
which may include—

“(1) financial assistance in obtaining
early intervention services where an infant
or toddler does not meet the State’s eligi-
bility requirements under such part C; and

“(i1) support for families, including
Joster families and kinship caregivers, in
ensuring infants and toddlers receive early
mtervention services;

“(B) trauma-informed services, and
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“(C) early care and educational services, in-
cluding Early Head Start programs.

“(10) Enhancing interagency collaboration be-
tween agencies and providers of the child protective
services, public health, mental health, substance use
disorder treatment, education, child care and early
learning, domestic violence services, law enforcement,
and juvenile justice to improve the investigations,
mterventions, delivery of services, and treatments pro-
vided for children and famailies experiencing child
abuse and neglect, which may imclude—

“(A) methods for continuity of treatment
plan and services as children and families tran-
sitton between systems;

“(B) addressing the health needs, including
mental health needs, of children identified as vie-
tims of child abuse or neglect, including sup-
porting prompt, comprehensive health and devel-
opmental evaluations for children who are the
subject of substantiated child abuse and neglect
reports;

“(C) the provision of services that assist
children exposed to domestic violence, and that
also support the caregiving role of their non-

abusing parents;
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“(D) enhancing the capacity of public enti-
ties or community-based providers to integrate
the leadership of parents in such entities’ deci-
ston-making;
“(E) co-locating service providers; and
“(F) the provision of services that assist in-

Jants affected by substance use disorder, includ-

mg alcohol use disorder, and that also support

the bond between children and birth parents to
strengthen famailies whenever possible.

“(11) Supporting the development, implementa-
tion, and monitoring of family care plans for infants
affected by substance use disorder, including alcohol
use disorder, and thewr families and affected care-
gwers, in accordance with the requirements of section
402(c), including through enhancing interagency co-
ordination, such as between the State’s substance
abuse agencies, public health and mental health agen-
cies, child welfare agencies, social services agencies,
health care facilities with labor and delivery units,
maternal and child health agencies, early intervention
agencies, family courts with jurisdiction in cases of
child abuse and neglect, and other agencies or entities
mvolved wnm supporting famailies affected by substance

use disorders.

*S 1927 RS



O© o0 3 O WD A W N -

O TN NG T N T NG N NG I NS B S e e T e e T e T e T e T
[ T NG U N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O B NO S e

217
“(b) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.—

“(1) STATE PLAN.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this section, a State shall submat
to the Secretary a State plan that specifies how
the State will use funds received under the grant
to wmprove and strengthen the child protective
services system through the activities described in
subsection (a).

“(B) DURATION OF PLAN.—FKach State plan
shall—

“(1) be submatted not less frequently
than once every 5 years, in coordination
with the State plan submitted under part B
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 621 et seq.); and

“(11) be periodically reviewed and re-
vised by the State, as necessary, to reflect—

“(I) any substantive changes to

State law or regulations related to the

prevention of child abuse and neglect

that may affect the eligibility of the

State under this section; and

“(II) any significant  changes
from the State application related to
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the State’s funding of strategies and

programs supported under this section.

“(C) PUBLIC COLLABORATION AND COM-

MENT.—In developing the State plan under sub-

paragraph (A), each State shall—

“(1) consult widely with stakeholders
and relevant public and private organiza-
tions and indwiduals across the State,
which shall include parents and other indi-
viduals with personal experience in  the
chald welfare system;

“(11) collaborate with the lead entity
and  community-based  providers  funded
under title 11 to strengthen the State’s pre-
vention efforts in the State plan;

“(11) make the draft plan publicly
avarlable by electronic means in an easily
accessible format; and

“(w) provide all interested members of
the public at least 30 days opportunity to
submit comments on the draft State plan.

“(D) AvAILABILITY—The State shall ensure

that the final approved plan required under sub-

paragraph (A) shall be publicly available by

electronic means 1n an easily accessible format,
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and shall update the such publicly available plan

to include any revisions to such plan described

wm subparagraph (B)(i1).

“(2) PLAN PROVISIONS.—

“(A) DESCrIPTIONS.—FEach State plan re-

quired under paragraph (1) shall describe—

*S 1927 RS

“(1) the activities the State will carry
out using amounts received under the grant
to prevent, treat, and reduce child abuse
and neglect;

“(ie) how the State will implement a
systems-building approach to develop and
maintain a continuum of preventive sup-
ports, in coordination with relevant State
and local public agencies famailies and com-
munity-based  organizations,  such  as
through the development of alternative path-
ways described in subsection (a)(3);

“(111) traiming and retention activities
to be provided under the grant to support
direct line and supervisory personnel in re-
port taking, screeming, assessment, decision-
making, and referral for investigating sus-

pected instances of child abuse and neglect;
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“(w) the training to be provided under
the grant for mandatory reporting by indi-
viduals who are required to report known or
suspected cases of child abuse and neglect,
mcluding for purposes of making such indi-
viduals aware of these requirements;

“(v) policies and procedures encour-
aging the appropriate involvement of famai-
lies in decision-making pertaining to chal-
dren who have experienced child abuse or
neglect;

“(vi) policies and procedures that pro-
mote and enhance appropriate collaboration
among child protective service agencies, do-
mestic violence service agencies, substance
abuse agencies, mental health agencies, other
relevant agencies, and kinship navigators in
mvestigations, interventions, and the deliv-
ery of services and treatment provided to
children and families affected by child abuse
or neglect, including children exposed to do-
mestic violence, where appropriate;

“(vir) policies and procedures regard-
g the use of differential response and a

timeline for the development and vmplemen-
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tation of a high-risk response system to en-
sure that each repeat referral of the same
child, and each referral of a child under the

age of 3 years, recewves a rapid response

from such system;

“(vinr) how the State unll enact policies
and procedures within 2 years of the date of
enactment of the CAPTA Reauthorization
Act of 2021 requiring timely public disclo-
sure of the findings or information about
the case of child abuse or neglect that has
resulted wn a child fatality or near fatality
(in accordance with relevant Federal and
State privacy and confidentiality require-
ments), which shall include a description
of—

“(I) how the State will make such
mformation publically available in an
easily accessible format, including in-
Jormation on—

“laa) the cause and cir-
cumstances of the fatality or near

Jatality;

“(bb) the age, gender, and

race or ethnicity of the child; and
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“(cc) any previous reports of
child abuse or mneglect 1nvestiga-
tions by the perpetrator or the
victim; and

“(11) assurances of the State that

the State will not allow an exception to
such public disclosure, except in a case

m which—

“laa) the State mneeds to
delay public release of case-spe-
cific findings or information (in-
cluding any previous reports of
domestic violence and subsequent
actions taken to assess and ad-
dress such reports) during a pend-
mg  crvmanal  anvestigation  or
prosecution of such a fatality or
near fatality;

“(bb) the State 1is protecting
the identity of a reporter of child
abuse or neglect; or

“(cc) the State is withholding
wmformation in order to ensure the
safety and well-being of the child,

parents and family, if such mem-



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

|\ I NO TR NG T NS R NS R L e e T e D e e T S
A W N = O VWV o0 NN O B BN~ WD = O

*S 1927 RS

223

bers of the victim’s family are not
perpetrators of the fatality or
near fatality;

“(ix) the State’s efforts to collect and
review data on child fatalities and near fa-
talities due to child abuse and neglect to
drwe systemic change to prevent such inci-
dents from occurring in the future, includ-
mg a description of—

“(I) the criteria utilized by the

State’s child protective services agency
to determine which cases of child fa-
talities and near fatalities due to abuse
and neglect are reported under sub-
section (d), subject to the requirements
of section 422(b)(19) of the Social Se-
curtty Act (42 U.S.C. 622(b)), such as
whether such agency 1s submitting
data on—

“laa) only such cases that
had involvement with the State’s
child protective services agency,
mcluding cases that were inves-

tigated by such agency, and sub-
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stantiated as abuse or neglect by
such agency; or
“(bb) all cases of child fatali-
ties and near fatalities identified
as being related to child abuse
and mneglect by the State’s child
death review system; and
“(II) how the State is reviewing
and analyzing such data to support re-
forms antended to prevent future child

Jatalities and near fatalities across the

policies and procedures of the State’s

agencies that support children and

Jamailies;

“(x) the State’s efforts to reduce racial
bias and disparities i its child protective
services system;

“(x1) the State’s efforts to improve
policies and procedures regarding the iden-
tification and response to child abuse and
neglect in order to safely reduce unnecessary
mvestigations by State and local child pro-
tective services agencies of—

“(1) famailies solely on the basis of

circumstances related to poverty; and
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“(II) families experiencing home-
lessness  solely on the basis of cir-
cumstances related to such famailies’

housing status; and

“(xiv) the State’s plan to ensure that,
within a timeline determined by the State,
all child victvms of child abuse or neglect
that results in a judicial proceeding are ap-
pointed—

“(1) a guardian ad litem, who has
recewved traiming appropriate to the
role, including traiming in early child-
hood, child, and adolescent develop-
ment, and domestic violence, and who
may be an attorney or a court ap-
pointed special advocate—

“laa) to obtain first-hand, a
clear understanding of the situa-
tiwon and needs of the child; and

“(bb) to make recommenda-
tions to the court concerning the
best interests of the child; and
“(I1) an attorney ad litem to pro-

vide legal services for the child who—
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“laa) owes to the child the

duties of loyalty, confidentiality,
and competent legal representa-
tion; and
“bb) s appointed to rep-
resent and express the child’s
wishes to the court.
“(B) ASSURANCES.—FEach State plan shall
provide assurances that the State has—

“(1) provisions or procedures for indi-
viduals to report known and suspected in-
stances of child abuse and neglect as appli-
cable under State law, including a State
law for mandatory reporting by individuals
required to report such instances, including,
as defined by the State—

“(1) health professionals;

“(II) school and child care per-
sonnel;

“(1I1) law enforcement officials;

“(IV) social workers;

“(V) camp and after-school em-
ployees;

“(VI) clergy; and
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“(VII) other individuals, as «a

State may require;

“(1n) provisions for immunity from
cwil or criminal liability under State and
local laws for indwiduals making good faith
reports of suspected or known instances of
child abuse or neglect, or who otherwise pro-
vide information or assistance, including
medical evaluations or consultations, in
connection with a report, investigation, or
legal intervention pursuant to a good faith
report of child abuse or neglect;

“(111) procedures for the 1mmediate
screening, 1risk and safety assessment, and
prompt investigation of reports of suspected
or known instances of child abuse and ne-
glect, and triage procedures for the appro-
priate referral of a child not at risk of im-
minent harm to a community organization
or voluntary preventive service;

“(iw) procedures for immediate steps to
be taken to ensure and protect the safety of
a victvm of child abuse or neglect and of
any other child under the same care who

may also be wn danger of child abuse or ne-
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glect and ensuring their placement in a safe
environment, which may include placements
with kinship caregivers;

“(v) methods to preserve the confiden-
trality of all records in order to protect the
rights of the child and of the child’s parents
or guardians, including requirements ensur-
g that reports and records made and
maintained pursuant to the purposes of this
Act shall only be made available to—

“(I) individuals who are the sub-
ject of the report;

“(II) Federal, State, or local gov-
ernment entities, or any agent of such
entities, as described in clause (v1);

“(I11) child abuse citizen review
panels;

“(IV) child fatality review panels;

“(V) a grand jury or court, upon
a finding that information in the
record 1s mecessary for the determina-
tion of an issue before the court or
grand jury; and

“(VI) other entities or classes of

mdividuals  statutorily  authorized by
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the State to recewve such information

pursuant to a legitimate State purpose;

“(vi) provisions to require a State to
disclose confidential information to any
Federal, State, or local government entity,
or any agent of such entity, that has a need
Jor such information in order to carry out
its responsibilities under law to protect chil-
dren from child abuse and neglect;

“(vir) provisions to require the co-
operation of State law enforcement officials,
court of competent jurisdiction, and appro-
priate State agencies providing human
services 1n  the investigation, assessment,
prosecution, and treatment of child abuse
and neglect;

“(vitr) provisions requiring, and proce-
dures wn place that facilitate the prompt
expungement of any records that are acces-
sible to the gemeral public or are used for
purposes of employment or other back-
ground checks in cases determined to be un-
substantiated or false, except that nothing
w this section shall prevent State child pro-

tective services agencies from keeping infor-
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mation on unsubstantiated reports in thewr
casework files to assist in future risk and
safety assessment;

“(ix) established and maintained cit-
1zen review panels in accordance with sub-
section (c);

“(x) provisions, procedures, and mech-
anisms—

“(1) for the expedited termination
of parental rights wn the case of any
mfant determined to be abandoned
under State law; and

“(II) by which individuals who
disagree with an official finding of
child abuse or neglect can appeal such
Jinding;

“(x1) provisions, procedures, and mech-
anisms that assure that the State does not
require reunification of a surviving child
with a parent who has been found by a
court of competent jurisdiction—

“tI) to have commatted murder
(which would have been an offense
under section 1111(a) of title 18,
Unated States Code, if the offense had
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occurred wn the special maritime or
territorial jurisdiction of the Unaited
States) of another child of such parent;

“(II) to have committed voluntary
manslaughter (which would have been
an offense under section 1112(a) of

title 18, Unated States Code, if the of-

fense had occurred in the special mari-

time or territorial jurisdiction of the
Unated States) of another child of such
parent;

“(I11) to have aided or abetted,
attempted, conspired, or solicited to
commit such murder or voluntary
manslaughter;

“(IV) to have commatted a felony
assault that results in the serious bod-
wly imgury to the surviving chald or an-
other child of such parent;

“V) to have committed sexual
abuse against the surviving chald or
another child of such parent; or

“(VI) to be required to register
with a sex offender registry under sec-

tion 113(a) of the Adam Walsh Child
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Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (34

U.S.C. 20913(a));

“(x11) an assurance that, upon the im-
plementation by the State of the provisions,
procedures, and mechanisms under clause
(xi), conviction of any one of the felonies
listed in clause (x1) constitute grounds
under State law for the termination of pa-
rental rights of the convicted parent as to
the surviving children (although case-by-
case determinations of whether or mnot to
seek termination of parental rights shall be
within the sole discretion of the State);

“(x111) provisions and procedures to re-
quire that a representative of the child pro-
tective services agency shall, at the initial
time of contact with the individual subject
to a child abuse or neglect investigation, ad-
vise the indwvidual of the complaints or alle-
gations made against the individual, 1 a
manner that s consistent with laws pro-
tecting the rights of the informant;

“(xiv) provisions addressing the train-
g of representatives of the child protective

services system regarding the legal duties of
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the representatives, which may consist of
various methods of informing such rep-
resentatives of such duties, including in dif-
ferent languages 1f necessary, in order to
protect the legal rights and safety of chail-
dren and families from the initial time of
contact during nvestigation through treat-
ment;

“(xv) provisions and procedures for re-
quiring crimainal background record checks
that meet the requirements of section
471(a)(20) of the Social Security Act (42
US.C. 671(a)(20)) for prospective foster
and adoptive parents and other adult rel-
atives and non-relatives residing in  the
household;

“(xvi) provisions for systems of tech-
nology that support the State child protec-
twe service system described n subsection
(a) and track reports of child abuse and ne-
glect from intake through final disposition;

“(xvir) provisions and procedures re-
quiring identification and assessment of all
reports involving children known or sus-

pected to be wvictims of sex trafficking (as
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defined in section 103 of the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7102)); and

“(xvive) provisions and procedures for
training child protective services workers
about identifying, assessing, and providing
comprehensive services for children who are
sex trafficking (as defined in section 103 of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102)) victims, including
efforts to coordinate with State law enforce-
ment, juvenile justice, and social service
agencies such as runaway and homeless
youth shelters to serve this population;

“(xix) procedures for responding to the
reporting of medical neglect (including in-
stances of withholding of medically indi-
cated treatment from infants with disabil-
wties who have life-threatening conditions),
procedures or programs, or both (within the
State child protective services system), to
provide for—

“(I) coordination and consulta-

tion with indwiduals designated by
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and within appropriate health-care fa-
cilities;

“(II) prompt notification by indi-
viduals designated by and within ap-
propriate health care facilities of cases
of suspected medical neglect (including
mstances of withholding of medically
mdicated treatment from infants with
disabilities who have life-threatening
conditions); and

“(111) authority, under State law,
Jor the State child protective services
system to pursue any legal remedies,
wmeluding  the authority to initiate
legal proceedings in a court of com-
petent  jurisdiction, as may be nec-
essary to prevent the withholding of
medically indicated treatment from in-
fants with disabilities who have life-
threatening conditions;

“(xx) procedures to provide informa-

tion and training for mandated reporters
who are educators on the requirements of
subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
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11431 et seq.) to support homeless children

and youth in enrolling, attending, and suc-
ceeding in school, in accordance with the
State plan submitted under such subtitle B;

“(xxr) engaged with individuals with
personal experience in the child welfare sys-
tem, and the lead entity and community-
based providers supported under title 11 in
developing the State plan described in para-
graph (1);

“(xx1i) provisions and procedures to
ensure that all parents shall, in all cases in-
volving allegations of child abuse or neglect
which results i a judicial proceeding, have
legal representation by a trained attorney
for the entire duration of the court’s juris-
diction in the case;

“(xxiiv) procedures and policies for de-
veloping, implementing, and monitoring
Jamily care plans required wunder section
402(c) to ensure the safety and well-being of
wmfants born with, and identified as being
affected by, substance use disorder, includ-
g alcohol use disorder, and the well-being

of such infants’ families and caregivers; and
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“(xxiv) provisions and procedures for
referral of a child wunder the age of 3 who

18 1nvolved in a substantiated case of child

abuse or neglect to early intervention serv-

1ees funded under part C' of the Individuals

with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.

1431 et seq.).

“(3) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

“(A)  CERTAIN IDENTIFYING  INFORMA-
TION.—Nothing in clause (i1) or (w) of para-
graph (2)(B) shall be construed as restricting the
authority of a State to refuse to disclose identi-
Jying information concerning the individual ini-
tiating a report or complaint alleging suspected
mstances of child abuse or neglect, except that
the State may not refuse such a disclosure where
a court orders such disclosure after such court
has reviewed, in camera, the record of the State
related to the report or complaint and has found
it has reason to believe that the reporter know-
mgly made a false report.

“(B) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in subpara-
graph (A) shall be construed to limit a State’s
flexibility to determine State policies relating to

public access to court proceedings to determine

*S 1927 RS
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child abuse and neglect, except that such policies
shall, at a minvmum, ensure the safety and well-
being of the child, parents, and famailies.

“(C) MANDATED REPORTERS IN CERTAIN
STATES.—With respect to a State in which State
law requires all of the indiwviduals to report
known or suspected instances of child abuse and
neglect directly to a State child protective serv-
1ces agency or to a law enforcement agency, the
requirement under paragraph (2)(B)(v) shall not
be construed to require the State to define the
classes of individuals described in subclauses (1)
through (VII) of such paragraph.

“(D) ALIGNMENT WITH EXTENDED FOSTER
CARE.—For purposes of paragraph (2)(A)(xi1),
the term ‘child victim’ shall have any age limait
elected by the State pursuant to section
475(8)(B)(1n1) of the Social Security Act (42
URS.C. 675(8)(B)(11)).

“(c) CITIZEN REVIEW PANELS.—

“(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—FEach State to which a
grant 1s made under this section shall establish
(including by designating under subparagraph

(B)) not less than 2 citizen review panels.

*S 1927 RS
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“(B) DESIGNATION.—A State may des-
wgnate a citizen review panel for purposes of this
subsection, comprised of one or more existing (as
of the date of the designation) entities established
under State or Federal law, such as child fatal-
wty pamels, foster care review panels, or State
task forces established under section 107, if such
entities have the capacity to satisfy the require-
ments of paragraph (3) and the State ensures
that such entities will satisfy such requirements.
“(2) MEMBERSHIP.—Kuxcept as provided in

paragraph (1)(B), each panel established pursuant to
paragraph (1) shall be composed of volunteer members
who are broadly representative of the community in
which such panel is established, including individuals
with personal experience wn the child welfare system
and members who have expertise in the prevention
and treatment of child abuse and neglect.
“(3) FUNCTIONS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—EFEach panel established
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall evaluate, by ex-
amining the policies, procedures, and practices
of State and local agencies and where appro-
priate, specific cases, the extent to which State

and local child protective services system agen-

*S 1927 RS
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cies are effectively discharging thewr child protec-

tion responsibilities in accordance with—

“(r) the State plan wunder subsection

“(11) any other criteria that the panel

considers important to ensure the protection

of children, including—

“I) a review of the extent to
which the State and local child protec-
twe services system is coordinated with
the foster care, prevention, and perma-
nency program established under part
E of title 1V of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 670 et seq.); and

“(II) a review of child fatalities
and near fatalities due to child abuse
and neglect and State and local efforts
to change policies, procedures, and
practices to prevent future fatalities

and near fatalities.

“(B) ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS.—In car-

rying out the requirements of subparagraph (A),

each panel shall examine the policies, procedures,

and practices of State and local child protective

services system agencies that result in substan-

*S 1927 RS
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twal numbers of famalies being unnecessarily in-
vestigated for child abuse and neglect (including
by examining racial bias) and shall develop rec-
ommendations to the State, in accordance with
paragraph (5), regarding how State and local
child protective services agencies can become a
more effective system of appropriate and vmme-
diate response for children who are at most seri-
ous risk of child abuse and neglect and eliminate
child abuse fatalities and near fatalities.
“(C) CONFIDENTIALITY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The members and
staff of a panel established under paragraph
(1)—

“(1) shall not disclose to any per-
son or government official any identi-

Jying information about any specific

child protection case with respect to

which the panel 1s provided informa-
tion; and

“(II) shall not make public other
mformation unless authorized by State
statute.

“(in) CIVIL SANCTIONS.—EFEach State

that establishes a panel pursuant to para-
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1 graph (1) shall establish civil sanctions for
2 a violation of clause (1).

3 “(D) PUBLIC OUTREACH.—Fach panel shall
4 provide for public outreach and comment in

5 order to assess the impact of current procedures

6 and practices upon children and famailies in the

7 community and in order to meet its obligations

8 under subparagraph (A).

9 “(4) STATE ASSISTANCE.—FEach State that estab-
10 lishes a panel pursuant to paragraph (1)—

11 “(A) shall develop a memorandum of under-
12 standing with each panel, clearly outlining the
13 panel’s roles and responsibilities, and identifying
14 any support from the State;

15 “(B) shall provide the panel access to infor-
16 mation on cases that the panel desires to review
17 of such information is necessary for the panel to
18 carry out its functions under paragraph (3); and
19 “(C) shall provide the panel, upon its re-
20 quest, staff assistance for the performance of the
21 duties of the panel.
22 “(5) REPORTS.—Each citizen review panel es-
23 tablished under paragraph (1) shall annually prepare
24 and make avarlable to the State and the public, which
25 activities may be carried out collectively by a com-

*S 1927 RS
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Dination of such panels, a report containing a sum-
mary of the actwities of the panel and recommenda-
tions to improve the child protective services system
at the State and local levels. Not later than 3 months
after the date on which a report is submitted by the
panel to the State, the appropriate State agency shall
submit a written response to State and local child
protective services systems and the panel that de-
scribes  how the State will incorporate the rec-
ommendations of such panel (where appropriate) to
make measurable progress in improving the State and
local child protective services systems, which response
may nclude providing examples of efforts to imple-
ment the panel’s recommendations.

“(d) ANNUAL STATE DATA REPORTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—Subject to paragraph (2),
each State to which a grant is made under this sec-
tion shall annually submit a report to the Secretary
containing, at a minimum, the data elements de-
seribed in paragraph (3).

“(2) WAIVERS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—In working with States

to implement the requirement in paragraph (1),

the Secretary shall have the authority to waive

such requirements for any data element required
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1 m paragraph (3) if the Secretary determines
2 that reporting such information is not feasible or
3 18 insufficient to yield statistically reliable infor-
4 mation.
5 “(B) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary shall issue
6 guidance to States and provide technical assist-
7 ance to support States in submitting accurate
8 and comparable data under this subsection and
9 maximizing such States’ reporting of data ele-
10 ments required under paragraph (3).
11 “(3) REQUIRED DATA ELEMENTS.—The following
12 data elements shall annually be reported by States to
13 the Secretary, in accordance with paragraph (1) at
14 the aggregate and case-specific level:
15 “(A) The number of children who were re-
16 ported to the State during the year as victims of
17 child abuse or mneglect, disaggregated, where
18 available, by demographic characteristics includ-
19 mg age, sex, race and ethnicity, disability, care-
20 gwer risk factors, caregiver relationship, living
21 arrangement, and relation of victim to theiwr per-
22 petrator.
23 “(B) Of the number of children described in
24 subparagraph (A), the number with respect to
25 whom such reports were—

*S 1927 RS
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“(1) substantiated;

“(11) unsubstantiated; or

“(111) determined to be false.

“(C) Of the number of children described in
subparagraph (A)—

“(1) the number that did not receive
services during the year under the State
program funded wunder this section or an
equivalent State program;

“(11) the number that received services
during the year under the State program
Junded under this section or an equivalent
State program; and

“(ir) the number that were removed
from their families during the year by dis-
position of the case.

“(D) The number of families that were
served through differential response, from the
State, during the year.

“(E) The number of child fatalities and
near fatalities in the State during the year re-
sulting from child abuse or neglect, which shall
melude—

“(1) the number of child fatalities and

near fatalities due to child abuse and ne-

*S 1927 RS
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glect (disaggregated by such type of inci-
dent) that—

“(1) 1s compiled by the State child
protective services agency for submas-
swon under this subsection; and

“(II) are derwed from data
sources which—

“laa) includes data  from

State vital statistics departments,

child death review teams, law en-

Jorcement agencies, and offices of

medical examiners or coroners, in

accordance with the requirements
of section 422(b)(19) of the Social

Security  Act (42 US.C.

622(b)(19)); and

“bb) may include informa-
tion from hospitals, health depart-
ments, jJuvenile justice depart-
ments, and prosecutor and attor-
ney general offices;

“(11) case-specific information (and the
sources used to provide such information)

about the circumstances under which a
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child fatality or near fatality occurred due

to abuse and neglect, including—

“(1) the cause of the death listed
on the death certificate in the case of
a child fatality, and the type of life-
threatening injury n the case of a
near fatality;

“(II) whether the child and such
child’s siblings were reported to the
State child protective services system;

“(II1) the responses taken by the
child protective services agency (which
may include services or investigations,
as applicable), including any deter-
minations by such agency;

“(IV) the child’s living arrange-
ment or placement at the time of the
mcident;

“(V) the perpetrator’s relationship
to the child;

“(VI) any known previous child
abuse and neglect of the child by other
perpetrators and of any child abuse
and mneglect of other children by the

perpetrator;
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“(VII) the demographics and rel-
evant characteristics of the child, per-
petrator, and family, including wheth-
er substance use disorder or domestic
violence were present and whether serv-
1ces were provided to address those
needs;

“(VIII) the child’s encounters with
the health care system prior to the in-
cident; and

“(IX) other relevant data as deter-
mined by the Secretary designed to in-

Jorm prevention efforts.

“(F) Of the number of children described in

subparagraph (E), the number of such children

who were 1n foster care at the time of the inci-

dent reported under such subparagraph.

“(G)(1) The number of child protective serv-

1ce personnel responsible for the—

*S 1927 RS

“(1) intake of reports filed in the pre-

VIOUS Year;

“(II) screening of such reports;
“(I1I) assessment of such reports; and

“(IV) investigation of such reports.
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“(11) The average caseload for the personnel
described in clause (7).

“(H) The agency response time with respect
to each such report with respect to initial inves-
tigation of reports of child abuse or neglect.

“(I) The response tvme with respect to the
provision of services to families and children
where an allegation of child abuse or neglect has
been made.

“(J) For child protective service personnel
responsible for intake, screening, assessment, and
mvestigation of child abuse and neglect reports
i the State—

“(1) anformation on the education,
qualifications, and training requirements
established by the State for child protective
service professionals, including for entry
and advancement in the profession, includ-
mg advancement to supervisory positions;

“(11) data on the education, qualifica-
tions, and traiming of such personnel;

“(111) demographic information of the
child protective service personnel; and

“(w) anformation on caseload or work-

load requirements for such personnel, in-
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cluding requirements for average number
and maximum number of cases per child
protective service worker and supervisor.

“(K) With respect to children reunited with

thewr families or recewing family preservation

services, within the 5-year period preceding sub-

mission of the report—

“(1) the number of reports to the State
child protective services agency for suspected
child abuse and neglect;

“(11) the number of substantiated re-
ports of child abuse or neglect; and

“(111) the number of fatalities or near

Jatalities of such children due to child abuse

or neglect.

“(L) The number of children for whom indi-

viduals were appointed by the court to represent

the best interests of such children and the aver-

age number of out of court contacts between such

mdividuals and children.

“(M) The annual report containing the

summary of the activities and recommendations

of the citizen review panels of the State required

by subsection (c)(5).
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“(N) The number of children under the care
of the State child protection system who are
transferred into the custody of the State juvenile

Justice system.

“(0) The number of children that had a

Jamily care plan in accordance with section

402(c), and who were referred to the child protec-

tive services system.

“(P) The number of children determined to
be victims of sex trafficking.

“(4) NCANDS FILES.—Within 6 months after
receiving a State report under this subsection, the
Secretary shall publish the data reported by the State
under paragraph (3) in the following formats:

“(A) the agency file that contains aggregate
data; and

“(B) the child file that contains case-specific
mformation.

“le) ANNUAL STATE REPORTS.—A State that receives

SJunds under subsection (a) shall annually prepare and sub-

mit to the Secretary a report describing the manner in
which funding provided under this section, alone or in com-
bination with other Federal funds, was used to address the
purposes and achieve the objectives of this section, includ-

ng—
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“(1) the amount of such funding used by the
State to provide services to indwviduals, families, or
communities to strengthen famalies and prevent child
abuse and neglect, divectly or through referrvals, and
a description of how the State implemented systems-
bwilding approaches to strategically coordinate such
services with State and local agencies and relevant
public entities to develop and maintain a continuum
of prevention programs and services aimed at pre-
venting the occurrence of child abuse and neglect;

“(2) a description of how the State uses differen-
tial response, as applicable, and alternative pathways
Jor famalies seeking support;

“(3) a description of the State’s efforts to reduce
racial bias and disparities in its child protective serv-
ices system, including changes in the rates of over-
representation of children or youth in the child pro-
tective services system by race or ethnicity;

“(4) a description of the State’s efforts to safely
reduce unnecessary investigations of famailies, through
the child protective system, solely based on cir-
cumstances related to—

“(A) poverty; and
“(B) housing status;

*S 1927 RS
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“(5) the number of children under the age of 3
who are involved wn a substantiated case of child
abuse or neglect and who the State child protective
services agency referred for early intervention services
Junded under part C of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities  Education Act (20 UNS.C. 1431 et seq.),
disaggregated, where available, by demographic char-
acteristics including race and ethnicity, and, for chil-
dren not referred for such services, a description of
why such children were not referved; and

“(6) a description of how the State used such
Junding to implement effective strategies to enhance
collaboration among child protective services and so-
cial services, legal services, health care services (in-
cluding mental health and substance wuse disorder
services), domestic violence services, and educational
agencies, and community-based organizations, that
contribute to improvements to the overall well-being of
children and famailies.

“(f) ANNUAL REPORT BY THE SECRETARY.—Annu-

ally, and not later than 6 months after receiving the State

reports under subsections (d) and (e), the Secretary shall—

“(1) prepare a report based on information pro-

vided by the States for the fiscal year under such sub-
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sections and the results of the State monitoring re-
quirements in section 111; and

“(2) make the report and such information
available to the Commattee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, the Commattee on
Education and Labor of the House of Representatives,
and the national clearinghouse described wn section
1053.

“(9) ALLOTMENTS.—

“(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) STATE—The term ‘State’ means each
of the several States, the District of Columbia,
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

“(B) TERRITORY.—The term  ‘territory’
means Guam, American Samoa, the Unaited
States Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

“(2) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make an
allotment to each State and territory that applies for
a grant under this section, in an amount equal to the
sum of—

“(A) $50,000; and

“(B) an amount that bears the same rela-
tionship to any grant funds remaining after all

such States and territories have received $50,000,
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1 as the number of children under the age of 18 in
the State or territory bears to the number of such
children in all States and territories that apply
Jor such a grant.
“(3) MINIMUM ALLOTMENTS TO STATES.—The
Secretary shall adjust the allotments under paragraph
(2), as necessary, such that no State that applies for

a grant under this section receives an allotment in an

O o0 9 N U B W

amount that is less than $150,000.”.

10 SEC. 107. GRANTS FOR INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION
11 OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT.

12 (a) GRANTS TO STATES.—Section 107(a) of the Child
13 Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106¢(a))
14 ws amended by striking paragraphs (1) through (4) and in-
15 serting the following:

16 “(1) the assessment, investigation, and prosecu-
17 tion of suspected child abuse and neglect cases, includ-
18 g cases of suspected child sexual abuse, exploitation,
19 and child sex trafficking, mn a manner that limits ad-
20 ditional trauma to the child and the child’s family;
21 “(2) the assessment, investigation, and prosecu-
22 tion of cases of suspected child abuse-related fatalities
23 and suspected child neglect-related fatalities, includ-
24 g through a child abuse investigative multidisci-
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plinary review team, such as team from the State
child death review program; and

“(3) the assessment, investigation, and prosecu-
tion of cases 1nvolving children with disabilities or se-
rious health-related problems, or other vulnerable pop-
ulations, who are suspected victims of child abuse or
neglect.”.
(b) STATE TASK FORCES.—Section 107(c)(1) (42

U.S.C. 5106¢(c)(1)) 1s amended—

(1) in subparagraph (1), by striking “and” at
the end;

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the period
and inserting “; and”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(K) individuals experienced in working
with children or youth overrepresented in the
child welfare system.”.

(¢c) STATE TASK FOrRCE STUDY.—Section 107(d)(1)
(42 U.S.C. 5106¢(d)(1)) s amended by striking “and ex-
ploitation,” and inserting “exploitation, and child sex traf-
ficking,”.

(d) ADOPTION OF STATE TASK FORCE RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Section 107(e)(1) (42 U.S.C. 5106¢(e)(1)) 1is

amended—
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1 (1) wn subparagraph (A), by striking “and ex-
2 ploitation,” and inserting “exploitation, and child sex
3 trafficking,”;

4 (2) i subparagraph (B), by striking “and” at
5 the end;

6 (3) in subparagraph (C)—

7 (A) by striking “and exploitation,” and in-
8 serting “explottation, and child sex trafficking,”;
9 and
10 (B) by striking the period at the end and
11 mserting ; and”’; and
12 (4) by adding at the end the following:
13 “(D) improving coordination among agen-
14 cies regarding reports of child abuse and neglect
15 to ensure both law enforcement and child protec-
16 twe services agencies have ready access to full in-
17 Jormation regarding past reports, which may be
18 done n coordination with other States, Indian
19 Tribes, or agencies for other geographic regions.”.

20 SEC. 108. MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO
21 ASSISTANCE.

22 Section 109 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
23 ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106d), as so redesignated by section

24 105 of this Act, is amended by striking subsection (e).
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1 SEC. 109. REPORTS.

2 Section 111 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
3 ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106f), as so redesignated by section
4 105 of thas Act, 1s amended—
5 (1) in subsection (a), by striking “CAPTA Reau-
6 thorization Act of 20107 and inserting “CAPTA Re-
7 authorization Act of 20217;
8 (2) an subsection (b)—
9 (A4) by striking “(b)” and all that follows
10 through “Not” and inserting the following:
11 “(b) AcTIvITIES AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Not”’;
12 and
13 (B) by striking “Senate a report” and all
14 that follows and inserting “Senate a report on
15 technical assistance activities for programs that
16 support State efforts to meet the needs and objec-
17 twes of section 106.”; and
18 (3) by striking subsections (¢) and (d) and in-
19 serting the following:
20 “(c) REPORT ON STATE MANDATORY REPORTING

21 Laws.—Not later than 4 years after the date of enactment
22 of the CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 2021, the Secretary
23 shall submit to the Commattee on Health, Education, Labor,
24 and Pensions of the Senate and the Commattee on Edu-
25 cation and Labor of the House of Representatives a report
26 that contains information on—
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“(1) the type, duration, and evidence basis of
training supported by this Act, and through other rel-
evant Federal programs, for mandated reporters of
child abuse or neglect;

“(2) State efforts to improve reporting on, and
responses to reports of, child abuse or neglect; and

“(3) barriers, if any, affecting mandatory report-
mg of chald abuse or neglect.

“(d) REPORT RELATING TO INJURIES INDICATING THE
PrESENCE OF CHILD ABUSE.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of the CAPTA Reauthorization Act
of 2021, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and
the Committee on Education and Labor of the House of
Representatives a report that contains—

“(1) wnformation on best practices developed by
medical institutions and other multidisciplinary
partners to identify and appropriately respond to in-
Juries andicating the presence of potential physical
abuse 1n children, particularly among infants, includ-
mg—

“(A) the identification and assessment of
such wnjuries by health care professionals and

appropriate child protective services referral and
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notification processes in response to such inju-
ries; and

“(B) an identification of effective programs
replicating such best practices, and barriers or
challenges to implementing such programs; and

“(2) data on any outcomes associated with the
practices described in paragraph (1), including data
on subsequent revictimization and child fatalities.

“(e) REPORT RELATING TO CHILD ABUSE AND NE-
GLECT IN INDIAN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES.—Not later than
2 years after the date of enactment of the CAPTA Reauthor-
wation Act of 2021, the Comptroller General of the United
States, taking into consideration the perspectives of Indian
Tribes from each of the 12 Bureaw of Indian Affairs Re-
gions, shall submit a report to the Commaittee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the Com-
mattee on Education and Labor of the House of Representa-
tives that contains—

“(1) wnformation about such Indian Tribes and
related Tribal organizations providing child abuse
and neglect prevention activities, including types of
programming and number of such Tribes and Tribal

organizations providing activities;
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“(2) a description of promising practices used by
such Tribes and related Tribal organizations for child
abuse and neglect prevention;

“(3) information about the child abuse and ne-
glect prevention activities such Indian Tribes and re-
lated Tribal organizations are providing, including
those activities supported by Federal, Tribal, and
State funds;

“(4) information on ways to support prevention
efforts regarding child abuse and neglect of children
who are Indians, including Alaska Natiwves, which
may nclude the use of the children’s trust fund
model;

“(5) an assessment of Federal agency collabora-
tion and technical assistance efforts to address child
abuse and neglect prevention and treatment of chil-
dren who are Indians, including Alaska Natives;

“(6) an examination of access to child abuse and
neglect prevention research and demonstration grants
by Indian tribes and related Tribal organizations
under this Act; and

“(7) an examination of Federal child abuse and
neglect data systems to identify what Tribal data is
being submitted to the Department of Health and

Human Services, or other relevant agencies, as appli-
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cable, any barriers to the submission of such data,
and recommendations on improving the submission of
such data.

“(f) REPORT RELATING TO COURT APPOINTMENTS.—

“(1) Stuby.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of the CAPTA Reauthorization Act
of 2021, the Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a study of—

“(A) policies in selected States regarding
the appointment of guardians ad litem and at-
torneys ad litem as described in  section
106(b)(2)(A)(x11); and

“(B) successes and challenges n selected
States regarding the appointment of a guardian
ad lLitem and attorney ad litem in each case in-
volving a victvm of child abuse or neglect that re-
sults in judicial proceeding.

“(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after com-
pletion of the study under paragraph (1), the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submait to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate and the Committee on Kdu-
cation and Labor of the House of Representatives a
report that summanrizes the study under paragraph

(1) and includes recommendations, as appropriate,
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Jor improving access for such victims to guardians ad

litem and attorneys ad litem.

“(g) REPORT ON CITIZEN REVIEW PANELS.—Not later
than 4 years after the date of enactment of the CAPTA Re-
authorization Act of 2021, the Secretary shall submait to the
Commattee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the Committee on Education and Labor of
the House of Representatives a report that contains an eval-
uation of the effectiveness of citizen review panels required
section 106(c)(1) to vmprove the child protective services
system, including an analysis of the extent to which—

“(1) reports developed by such citizen review
panels drive changes to State and local child protec-
twe services systems and identify issues that otherwise
would not have been identified; and

“(2) States act upon recommendations of such
panels (where appropriate) to make measurable
progress in improving the State and local child pro-
tective services systems.”.

SEC. 110. MONITORING AND OVERSIGHT.

Title I of the Chald Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act 1s amended by striking section 112 (42 U.S.C. 5106g),
as so redesignated by section 105 of this Act, and inserting

the following:
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“SEC. 112. MONITORING AND OVERSIGHT.

“(a) MONITORING.—The Secretary shall conduct moni-
toring to ensure that each State that receives a grant under
section 106 1s in compliance with the requirements of sec-
tion 106(b), which shall—

“(1) be in addition to the review of the State
plan upon its submission under section 106(b)(1)(A);
and

“(2) anclude monitoring of State policies and
procedures required under sections 106(b)(2)(B)(xxiii)
and section 402.

“(b) BIANNUAL REPORTING.—The Secretary shall sub-
mat a biannual report to the Commattee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensitons and the Commattee on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the Committee on Education
and Labor and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives that includes a summary of the
monitoring conducted under this section.”.

SEC. 111. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 113 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106h), as so redesignated by section
105 of this Act, s amended by striking subsection (a) and
mserting the following:

“(a) IN GENERAL.—

“(1) GENERAL AUTHORIZATION.—In addition to
any funds appropriated under paragraph (3), there
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are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this
title $270,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 and such sums
as may be necessary for each of the fiscal years 2023
through 2027.

“(2)  DISCRETIONARY  ACTIVITIES.—Of  the
amounts appropriated for a fiscal year under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall make available 30 per-
cent of such amounts to fund discretionary activities
under this title.

“(3) HOTLINE AUTHORIZATION.—There are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out section 108
such sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal years

2022 through 2027.”.

SEC. 112. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

Section 633 of the Mentoring Matches for Youth Act

of 2006 (34 U.S.C. 20990) 1s amended—

(1) i subsection (c)(2)(B), by striking “‘clauses
(viir) and (ix) of section 106(b)(2)(A) of the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C.
5106(b)(2)(A) (vinr) and (1x))” and inserting “clauses
(v) and (vi) of section 106(b)(2)(B) of the Child Abuse
Prevention and  Treatment Act (42 U.S.C.
5106a(b)(2)(B))”; and

(2) in subsection (f), by striking “clauses (viii)

and (1x) of section 106(b)(2)(A) of the Child Abuse
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Prevention  and — Treatment — Act (42  U.S.C.
5106(b)(2)(A) (vinr) and (1x))” and inserting “clauses
(v) and (vi) of section 106(b)(2)(B) of the Child Abuse
Prevention — and — Treatment — Act (42  U.S.C.
5106a(b)(2)(B))”.

TITLE II—COMMUNITY-BASED
GRANTS FOR THE PREVEN-
TION OF CHILD ABUSE AND
NEGLECT

SEC. 201. AMENDMENTS TO TITLE II OF THE CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT ACT.
Title 11 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act (42 U.S.C. 5116 et seq.) is amended to read as follows:
“TITLE II—COMMUNITY-BASED
GRANTS FOR THE PREVEN-
TION OF CHILD ABUSE AND
NEGLECT

“SEC. 201. PURPOSES.
“The purposes of this title are—

“(1) to support community-based  family
strengthening services and statewide systems-building
approaches to ensure the development, operation, ex-
pansion, evaluation, and coordination of initiatives,
programs, and actwities to prevent child abuse and

neglect; and
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“(2) to increase access to a continuum of preven-
tion programs and services for diverse populations,
mceluding famailies with low incomes, famailies who are
racial or ethnic minorities, famailies that include chil-
dren with disabilities or caregivers with disabilities,
children and youth overrepresented in the child wel-
Jare system, families experiencing homelessness or at
risk of homelessness, families experiencing substance
use disorders, families with parents who have experi-
enced violence or trauma, families with individuals
with personal experience in the child welfare system,
and  famalies n  rural communaties, that help
strengthen famailies and prevent child abuse and ne-
glect.

“SEC. 202. AUTHORIZATION OF GRANTS.

“la) AurHoriry—The Secretary shall make grants
under this title on a formula basis, from allotments made
m accordance with subsection (¢), to the entities designated
by the States as the lead entities under section 203(b) for
the purposes of—

“(1)  supporting  community-based  family
strengthening services, to assist famalies to build pro-
tective factors linked to the prevention of child abuse

and neglect, that—
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“(A) are accessible to diverse populations,
effective, trauma-informed, and culturally re-
sponsive;

“(B) build upon the strengths of famalies;

“(C) provide  families with early, com-
prehensive support;

“(D) promote the development of healthy fa-
milial relationships and parenting skills, espe-
cially for young parents and parents of young
children;

“(E) increase family stability;

“(F) 1improve family access to other formal
and nformal community-based resources, such
as referral to early childhood health and develop-
mental services, health care (including mental
health and substance use disorder services), and
supports to meet the needs of families that in-
clude children with disabilities or caregivers
with disabilities; and

“(G) meaningfully involve parents in the
planning, 1mplementation, and evaluation of
such services, including the parvents of famailies
with low incomes, parents who are racial or eth-
nic minorities, parents of children with disabil-

ities, parents with disabilities, parents of chil-
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dren and youth overrepresented wn the child wel-
Jare system, parents experiencing homelessness or
at risk of homelessness, parents of families expe-
riencing substance use disorders, parents who
have experienced wviolence or trawma, parents
who are individuals with personal experience in
the child welfare system, and parents in rural
communaities;

“(2) promoting the development of a continuum
of prevention programs and services for famailies,
through State- and community-based collaborations,
public-private partnerships, and the leveraging of
Federal, State, local, and private funds;

“(3) financing the establishment, maintenance,
expansion, or redesign of core services described in
section 205(d)(3)(A), to address unmet needs described
i the tnventory in section 204(b)(1)(C)(1);

“(4) financing public information and education
activities that focus on the healthy and positive devel-
opment of parents and children and the promotion of
child abuse and neglect prevention activities, includ-
mg—

“(A) comprehensive outreach strategies to

engage diverse populations; and

*S 1927 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

| \O 2R \© R NS R \O R O R e e e e T e T e e e e
A W D= O O 0NN N N R WD = O

270

“(B) efforts to increase awareness, of adults
who work with children i a professional or vol-
unteer capacity, regarding the availability of
community-based family strengthening services;
and
“(5) providing professional  development and

technical assistance (including activities to support
the 1mplementation of services) to vmprove the effec-
tiveness  of community-based family strengthening
services mcluding on the use of evidence-based or evi-
dence-informed practices, public health approaches to
preventing child abuse and neglect, and culturally re-
sponsive practices.

“(b) RESERVATION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall reserve 1
percent of the amount appropriated under section 209
Jor a fiscal year to make awards to Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations and for migrant programs.

“(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding paragraph
(1), for any fiscal year for which the amount appro-
priated under section 209 exceeds the amount appro-
priated under section 209 for fiscal year 2021 by
more than $4,000,000, the Secretary shall reserve,

Jrom the total amount appropriated—
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“(A) 5 percent for awards to Indian Tribes

and Tribal organizations to strengthen famailies
and prevent child abuse and neglect; and

“(B) 1 percent for magrant programs to
strengthen families and prevent child abuse and
neglect.

“(c) ALLOTMENTS TO STATES.—The Secretary shall

allot the amount appropriated under section 209 for a fiscal
year and remaining after the reservations under subsection

(b) and section 207 among the States as follows:

“(1) 70 PERCENT.—70 percent of such remaining
amount shall be allotted among the States by allotting
to each State an amount that bears the same propor-
tion to such remaiming amount as the number of chail-
dren under the age of 18 residing in the State bears
to the total number of children under the age of 18
residing in all States (except that no State shall re-
cewve less than $200,000 under this paragraph,).

“(2) 30 PERCENT.—30 percent of such remaining
amount shall be allotted among the States by allotting
to each State an amount that bears the same propor-
tion to such remaining amount as the amount of pri-
vate, State, or other non-Federal funds leveraged and
directed in the preceding fiscal year through the lead

entity (as designated for the preceding fiscal year) of
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the State bears to the total of the amounts of private,

State, or other non-Federal sources leveraged and di-

rected in the preceding fiscal year through such an

entity of all States.

“(d) TErRMS.—Funds allotted by the Secretary to a
State under this section shall be—

“(1) for a 3-year period; and

“(2) provided to the State on an annual basis.

“SEC. 203. LEAD ENTITY.

“(a) DEFINITION OF LEAD ENTITY.~—In this title, the
term ‘lead entity’ means a public, quasi-public, or nonprofit
private entity (which may be an entity that has not been
established pursuant to State legislation, executive order, or
any other written authority of the State) that—

“(1) exists to strengthen and support families to
prevent child abuse and neglect and has a dem-
onstrated ability to work with State and local public
agencies and community-based nonprofit organiza-
tions to provide professional development and tech-
nical assistance; and

“(2) has the capacity and commitment to part-
ner meaningfully with family advocates, parents who
are or have been recipients of community-based fam-
ily strengthening services, and individuals with per-

sonal experience in the child welfare system to provide
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leadership i the planning, implementation, and eval-
uation of the programs and policy decisions of the en-
tity described in this subsection.
“(b) DESIGNATION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A State shall be eligible for
a grant under this title for a fiscal year if the Gov-
ernor of a State has designated a lead entity to ad-
manaster funds under this title for the purposes iden-
tified under section 201, including to develop, imple-

ment, operate, enhance, or expand community-based

Jamaily strengthening services.

“(2) DESIGNATION CONSIDERATIONS.—In desig-
nating a lead entity under paragraph (1) the Gov-
ernor shall—

“(A) take into consideration the capacity
and expertise of potential lead entities; and
“(B) take into consideration (equally)
whether a potential lead entity 15—
“(1) a trust fund advisory board of the
State; or
“(11) an existing entity that—
“(I) leverages Federal, State,
local, and private funds for a broad

range of child abuse and neglect pre-
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vention activities and family resource
programs; and
“(II) 1s directed by an inter-
disciplinary, public-private entity that
mceludes  participants  from  commu-
nities to be served by the lead entity.
“lc) ASSURANCES.—On designating a lead entity
under this title, the Governor of the State shall provide as-
surances to the Secretary as part of the application sub-
matted by the lead entity under section 204 that the lead
entity—
“(1) will provide or will be responsible for pro-
viding—
“(A) community-based family strengthening
services, in accordance with section 205, includ-
g through collaborative, public-private partner-
shaps with community-based providers;
“(B) leadership to elevate the importance of
prevention of child abuse and neglect across the
State through an interdisciplinary, collaborative,
public-private structure with balanced represen-
tation from private and public sector members,
and representation of parents, individuals with

personal experience in the child welfare system,
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community-based providers, and parents with
disabilities; and

“(C) direction and oversight of programs of
community-based family strengthening services
supported by grant funds wunder this title
through the use of identified goals and objectives,
clear lines of communication and accountability,
the provision of leveraged or combined funding

Jrom Federal, State, local, and private sources,

centralized assessment and planning activities,

the provision of traiming and technical assist-
ance, and reporting and evaluation functions;

“(2) has a demonstrated commitment to parental
leadership in the development, operation, and over-
sight of the community-based family strengthening
services;

“(3) has a demonstrated ability to work with
State and local public agencies and community-based
nonprofit organizations to develop and maintain a
continuum of prevention programs and services de-
signed to support children and famailies;

“(4) has the capacity to provide operational sup-
port (both financial and programmatic), professional
development, technical assistance, and evaluation as-

sistance to community-based providers, through imno-
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1 vatiwe, nteragency funding and interdisciplinary
2 service deliery mechanisms;

3 “(5) will ntegrate its efforts with individuals
4 and organizations experienced in working in partner-
5 ship with dwverse populations, including famailies with
6 low incomes, families who are racial or ethnic mi-
7 norities, families that include children with disabil-
8 tties or caregivers with disabilities, children and
9 youth overrepresented in the child welfare system,
10 Jamalies experiencing homelessness or at risk of home-
11 lessness, families experiencing substance use disorders,
12 Jamalies with parents who have experienced wviolence
13 or trauma, families with indiwwiduals with personal
14 experience in the child welfare system, and famailies
15 m rural communaties; and

16 “(6) will engage with diverse populations to
17 wdentify and address unmet needs when developing the
18 mventory required under section 204(b)(1)(C)(v) and
19 when  distributing  funds to communaty-based pro-
20 viders under section 205.
21 “SEC. 204. APPLICATION.

22 “(a) IN GENERAL.—To receive a grant under this title,
23 a lead entity shall, not less than once every 3 years, submit

24 an application to the Secretary at such time, in such form,
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and containing such information as the Secretary may re-

quire, including the contents described in subsection (b).

“(b) CONTENTS.—Each application submitted under

subsection (a) by a lead entity shall include each of the fol-

lowing:

“(1) A description of—

“(A) the lead entity responsible for the ad-
manastration of funds provided under this title,
mcluding how the lead entity will conduct over-
sight of community-based providers that recevve
subgrants under section 205;

“(B) how the lead entity wnll ensure com-
munity-based family strengthening services sup-
ported by grant funds under this title will be in-
tegrated into a continuuwm of prevention pro-
grams and services for children and famalies, in-
cluding how the lead entity will—

“(1) utilize statewide and local sys-
tems-bwilding approaches to increase access
to community-based family strengthening
services for diverse populations;

“(i1) determine which communities to

serve;
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“(111) support place-based approaches
to meeting the needs of children and fama-
lies; and

“(iw) ensure such services are designed
to serve children and families in hard-to-
reach areas;

“(C) an inventory as of the date of submas-
sion of such application, that includes a descrip-
tion of—

“(t) the unmet needs in the State,
wdentified through engagement with diverse
populations; and

“(1n)  the communaty-based  famaily
strengthening services supported by grant
Sfunds under this title and other relevant
services provided in the State;

“(D) how the lead entity will ensure, in the
policy  decision-making, 1mplementation, and
evaluation of community-based providers sup-
ported by grant funds under this title, the mean-
mgful involvement of—

“(1) parents who are or who have been
recipients  of  community-based  family
strengthening services;

“(i1) family advocates; and
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“(111) indvviduals with personal experi-
ence in the chald welfare system;

“(E) the criteria the lead entity will use to

select and fund community-based providers, in-

cluding how the lead entity will take into consid-

eration a provider’s ability to—

“(1) collaborate with State and local
public agencies and community-based non-
profit organizations and engage in long-
term and strategic planning to support the
development of a continuum of prevention
programs and services across the State;

“(1n) meaningfully partner with par-
ents in the development, implementation,
and evaluation of community-based family
strengthening services; and

“(11) ancorporate evidence-based or
evidence-informed practices;

“(F) outreach activities the lead entity and

community-based providers will undertake to

maximize the participation of diverse popu-

lations, including families with low incomes,

Jamalies who are racial or ethnic minorities,

Jamalies that include children with disabilities or

caregrvers with disabilities, children and youth
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overrepresented in the child welfare system, fama-
lies experiencing homelessness or at risk of home-
lessness, families experiencing substance use dis-
orders, families with parents who have experi-
enced violence or trauma, families with individ-
uals with personal experience in the child wel-
Jare system, and families in rural communities;

“(G) how the performance of the State pro-
gram will be assessed using the measures de-
seribed in - section 206 and by other measures
that may be established by the lead entity;

“(H) the actions the lead entity unll take to
advocate for systemic changes in State policies,
practices, procedures, and requlations to—

“(1) improve the delivery of commu-
nity-based  family  strengthening  services;
and

“(ir) promote prevention activities to
strengthen and support famailies in order to
reduce child abuse and neglect and contact
with the child protective services system;
and
“(I) the lead entity’s plan for providing

operational support, professional development,

and technical assistance to community-based
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providers, related to the use of trawma-informed

practices, public health approaches to preventing

child abuse and neglect, culturally responsive
practices, and the use of evidence-based or evi-
dence-informed practices.

“2) A budget for the development, operation,
and expansion of the community-based family
strengthening services that demonstrates that the
State will expend, in non-Federal funds, an amount
(in cash or in kind) equal to not less than 20 percent
of the amount recewved under this title for activities
under this title.

“(3) An assurance that—

“(A) the lead entity will use grant funds re-
cewed under this title to provide community-
based famaly strengthening services in accord-
ance with section 205 in a manner that—

“(1) helps famalies build protective fac-
tors that arve lLinked to the prevention of
child abuse and neglect, including knowl-
edge of parenting and child development
(including social and emotional develop-
ment), parental resilience, social connec-
tions, and time-limited and need-based con-

crete support available to famailies;
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“(11) 1s trauma-informed, culturally re-
sponsive, and takes into consideration the
assets and needs of communities in which
the lead entity serves; and

“(1) promotes coordination between
community-based providers, State and local
public agencies, community-based nonprofit
organizations, and relevant private entities
to develop and expand a continuum of pre-
vention programs and services that promote
child, parent, and family well-being, with a
Jocus on increasing access to those supports
Jor diverse populations;

“(B) funds recewved under this title will be

used to supplement, not supplant, other State

and local public funds designated for the estab-

lishment, maintenance, expansion, and redesign

of community-based famaily strengthening serv-

1ces; and

“(C) the lead entity will provide the Sec-

retary with reports at such time and containing

such information as the Secretary may require.

“(4) The assurances described in section 203(c).
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“SEC. 205. USES OF FUNDS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—A lead entity that receives a grant
under this title shall use the grant funds to develop, 1mple-
ment, operate, expand, and enhance community-based fam-
wly strengthening services, including by providing subgrants
to communaty-based providers described in subsection (D).

“(b) COMMUNITY-BASED PROVIDER.—In this title, the
term ‘community-based provider’ means an entity that pro-
vides community-based family strengthening services, in-
cluding an entity that is a State or local public agency
or a community-based nonprofit organization.

“(c) PRIORITY.—In awarding subgrants under this
section, a lead entity shall give priority to community-
based providers proposing evidence-based or evidence-in-
Jormed local programs to serve low-income communities or
to serve young parents or parents of young children.

“(d) USES OF FUNDS.—A lead entity or a community-
based provider that receives funds under this section shall
use the funds to develop, vmplement, operate, expand, and
enhance community-based family strengthening services,
which may imclude—

“(1) assessing community assets and needs
through a planning process that—
“(A) amvolves other relevant community-

based organizations, including those that have
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already performed a local needs assessment and

can positively contribute to the planning process;

“(B) meaningfully involves parents; and

“(C) uses information and expertise from
local public agencies, local nonprofit organiza-
tions, and local private sector representatives;
“(2) developing a comprehensive strateqy, which

may leverage public-private partnerships, to provide
a continuum of prevention programs and services to
children and families, especially to families experi-
encing difficulty meeting basic needs or with other
risk factors linked with child abuse and neglect, such
as famalies with young parents, parents of young chil-
dren, or parents who experienced domestic violence or
child abuse or neglect as children;

“(3)(A) providing, directly or through commu-
nity referral services, core child abuse and neglect
prevention services, such as—

“(r) parent support and education pro-
grams that build protective factors linked to the
prevention of child abuse and neglect;

“(1n) mutual support and self-help pro-

grams;
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“(11) parental leadership skills development
programs that support parents as leaders in
their families and communities;

“(w) respite care services; and

“(v) outreach and follow up services, which
may include voluntary home wvisiting services;
and

“(B) connecting individuals and famailies to com-

munity referral services, including referral to—

“(1) early childhood care and education pro-
grams such as a child care program, a Head
Start program (including an Early Head Start
program) carried out under the Head Start Act
(42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.), a developmental screen-
mg program, or a program carried out under
section 619 or part C of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419,
1431 et seq.);

“(11) services and supports to meet the addi-
tional needs of famailies with children with dis-
abilities or caregivers with disabilities;

“(11) nutrition programs, which may in-
clude the special supplemental nutrition pro-
gram for women, infants, and children program

under section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act of
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1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786) and the supplemental nu-

trition assistance program under the Food and

Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.);

“(w) educational services, academic tutor-
g, adult education and literacy services, and
workforce development activities, such as activi-
ties described in section 134 of the Workforce In-
novation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3174);

“(v) self-sufficiency and life management
skalls traiming;

“(vi) health care (including mental health
and substance use disorder services);

“(vir) peer counseling;

“(vii1) domestic violence service programs
that provide services and treatment to children
and theiwr nonabusing caregivers; and

“lix) adoption services for individuals in-
terested in adopting a child;

“(4) developing and maintaining leadership
roles for the meaningful involvement of parents and
other indwiduals with personal experience in the
child welfare system in the development, operation,
evaluation, and oversight of the services provided by

the lead entity or community-based providers;
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“(5) providing leadership in mobilizing local
public and private resources to support the provision
of community-based family strengthening services;
and

“(6) coordinating services with State and local
public agencies, community-based nonprofit organiza-
tions, and relevant private entities, to promote child,
parent, and family well-being, including coordinating
services through the development, operation, and ex-
pansion of State and local systems to develop a con-
tinuum of prevention programs and services to
strengthen families and to prevent child abuse and
neglect.

“SEC. 206. PERFORMANCE MEASURES.

“la) MEASURES.—FEach lead entity receiving a grant
under thas title shall collect information on the extent to
which the State program carried out under this title meets
measures relating to—

“(1) the effective development, operation, and ex-
pansion of community-based family strengthening
services that meet the requirements of this title, in-
cluding the use of systems-building approaches to in-
crease access to such services for diverse populations;

“(2) the community-based family strengthening

services supported under this title and an inventory
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of the types of such services provided in accordance
with section 205 and a description that shall specify
whether those services are evidence-based or evidence-
nformed;

“(3) the extent to which the lead entity has ad-
dressed the unmet needs identified by the inventory
required under section 204(b)(1)(C)(1);

“(4)(A) the tmvolvement of a diverse representa-
tion of families in the design, operation, and evalua-
tion of community-based family strengthening services
supported by grant funds under this title; and

“(B) the continued leadership of parents and
other indwviduals with personal experience n the
child welfare system in the ongoing planning, 1mple-
mentation, and evaluation of such community-based
Jamily strengthening services supported by grant
Junds under this title, demonstrated in an vmplemen-
tation plan;

“(5) the satisfaction among families who received
community-based family strengthening services sup-
ported by grant funds under this title;

“(6) the establishment or maintenance of innova-
tive funding mechanisms that blend Federal, State,
local, and private funds, and of innovative, inter-

disciplinary service delivery mechanisms, for the de-
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velopment, operation, expansion, and enhancement of
the community-based family strengthening services;

“(7) the effectiveness of activities conducted
under this title in meeting the purposes of the pro-
gram, demonstrated through the results of evaluation,
or the outcomes of monitoring, conducted by the lead
entity; and

“(8) the number of children and families that re-
cerved community-based family strengthening services

Junded wunder this title, including a disaggregated

count of famailies with children with disabilities and

Jamalies with caregivers with disabilities.

“(b) REPORTS.—The lead entity shall submait to the
Secretary a report containing the information described in
subsection (a).

“SEC. 207. NATIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR COMMU-
NITY-BASED FAMILY STRENGTHENING SERV-
ICES.

“From the amount appropriated under section 209 for
a fiscal year and remaining after the reservation under sec-
tion 202(D), the Secretary may reserve not more than 5 per-
cent to support, directly or through grants or contracts, the
activities of lead entities—

“(1) to create, operate, and maintarn a peer re-

View Process;
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“(2) to create, operate, and maintain a national
resource center;

“(3) to fund a yearly symposium on State sys-
tem change efforts that result from the provision of
the community-based family strengthening services;

“(4) to establish, operate, and maintain a com-
puterized communication system between lead enti-
ties; and

“(5) to contribute to funding State-to-State tech-
nical assistance and trainings.

“SEC. 208. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

“Nothing n this title shall be construed to prohibit
grandparents, kinship care providers, foster parents, adop-
tiwe parents, or any other individual, n a parenting role
from receiving or participating in services and programs
under thas title.

“SEC. 209. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out
this title $270,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 and such sums
as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2023 through
2027.7.

SEC. 202. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.
Section 511 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 711)

1s amended in subsection (b)(2)—
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1 (1) by striking “of current unmet” and all that
2 follows through “operating in the State”; and

3 (2) by striking “section 205(3)” and inserting
4 “section 204(b)(1)(C)”.

s TITLE III—PUBLIC HEALTH AP-
6 PROACHES TO IDENTIFY AND
7 PREVENT CHILD FATALITIES
8 AND NEAR FATALITIES DUE
9 TO CHILD ABUSE AND NE-
10 GLECT

11 SEC. 301. IDENTIFYING AND PREVENTING CHILD FATALI-
12 TIES AND NEAR FATALITIES DUE TO CHILD
13 ABUSE AND NEGLECT.

14 The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42
15 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
16 following:

17 “TITLE III—PUBLIC HEALTH AP-
18 PROACHES TO IDENTIFY AND
19 PREVENT CHILD FATALITIES
20 AND NEAR FATALITIES DUE
21 TO CHILD ABUSE AND NE-
22 GLECT

23 “SEC. 301. PURPOSE.
24 “The purpose of this title s to develop coordinated

25 leadership and shared responsibility at the Federal, State,
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Tribal, and local levels to implement data-driven strategies
and reforms to prevent child fatalities and near fatalities
due to chald abuse and neglect from occurring in the future
through the use of improved collection, reporting, and anal-
ysis of data on all child fatalities and near fatalities due
to child abuse and neglect.
“SEC. 302. FEDERAL WORK GROUP ON PUBLIC HEALTH SUR-
VEILLANCE OF CHILD FATALITIES AND NEAR
FATALITIES DUE TO CHILD ABUSE AND NE-
GLECT.

“la) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall establish
the Federal Work Group on Public Health Surveillance of
Child Fatalities and Near Fatalities Due to Child Abuse
and Neglect (referred to in this title as the Work Group’).

“(b) IN GENERAL.—

“(1) COMPOSITION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120
days after the date of enactment of the CAPTA
Reauthorization Act of 2021, the Secretary shall
appoint representatives to the Work Group from
the Administration for Children and Famailies,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
and the Health Resources and Services Adminis-

tration.
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“(B) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The
Work Group may include representatives from
the Department of Justice, appointed by the At-
torney General, and such other Federal agencies
as the Secretary determines, appointed by the
head of the agency involved.

“(2) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the duties
described in subsection (c), the Work Group shall con-
sult with—

“(A) experts determined by the Secretary
who meet the qualifications described in section
3(b)(1)(B) of the Protect our Kids Act of 2012
(Public Law 112-275; 126 Stat. 2460); and

“(B) representatives of State and local child
protective services agencies and other relevant
public agencies.

“(c) DUTIES.—The Work Group shall—

“(1) oversee the development of uniform public
health data standards that are designed to promote
consistent data collection related to child fatalities
and near fatalities due to child abuse and neglect as
described in section 303(c), and make related rec-

ommendations to the Secretary;
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“(2) oversee the development of the case registry
described in section 303(a), and make related rec-
ommendations to the Secretary;

“(3) make recommendations to the Secretary for
the operation and evaluation of the grant program
described in section 304;

“(4) examine all Federal data collections related
to child fatalities and mnear fatalities due to child
abuse and neglect and make recommendations to the
Secretary regarding—

“tA) how to improve the accuracy, uni-
Jormity, and comparability of data regarding
child fatalities and near fatalities due to child
abuse and neglect, within and across States and
Indian Tribes;

“(B) how to assure that such data collec-
tions are informative and effectively utilized by
Federal, State, and local policymakers, and the
public to make data-driven decisions to prevent
such fatalities and near fatalities; and

“(C) after analysis of the purposes and roles
of data systems existing on the date of the rec-
ommendations, how to vmprove such data sys-

tems or next-generation data systems to more ef-
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fectively meet the goals described wn subpara-

graphs (A) and (B); and

“(5) identify, and recommend to the Secretary,
strategies, resources, and supports to improve State
and Tribal responses to child fatalities and near fa-
talities due to child abuse and neglect among Indian

(including Alaska Native) and Native Hawavian chil-

dren in a manner that includes consultation and co-

ordination with Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations,
and Natwe Hawaiian organizations (as such term is
defined in section 6207 of the Elementary and Sec-

ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517)).

“(d) ANNUAL REPORT TO SECRETARY.—The Work
Group shall annually prepare and submat to the Secretary
a report on the actiwities carried out under subsection (c),
meluding  recommendations for improving public health
surveillance of child fatalities and near fatalities due to
child abuse and neglect.

“SEC. 303. CASE REGISTRY FOR CHILD FATALITIES AND
NEAR FATALITIES DUE TO CHILD ABUSE AND
NEGLECT.

“la) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall operate and

expand a national case registry designed to support public

health surveillance of child fatalities and near fatalities to
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1 collect complete data on such incidents due to child abuse

2 and neglect for the purposes of—

3
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“(1) supporting the systematic collection and
analysis of data regarding child fatalities and near
fatalities due to child abuse and neglect, within and
across States and Indian Tribes;

“(2) enabling States, Indian Tribes, and Tribal
organizations to review data on all child fatalities
and near fatalities for the presence of child abuse and
neglect in accordance with uniform public health data
standards, including by reviewing—

“(A) cases where an incident involving «a
child was reported to a State, Indian Tribe, or
Tribal organization child protective services sys-
tem;

“(B) cases where an incident involving a
child was not reported to the State, Indian
Tribe, or Tribal organization child protective
services system but in which child abuse and ne-
glect may have been present; and

“(C) cases that may or may not meet crimai-
nal or cwil definitions of child abuse or neglect
Jor purposes of substantiation or prosecution;
“(3) enabling analysis of data collected through

such registry to support reforms of Federal, State,
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and local policies and procedures intended to prevent
Juture child fatalities and near fatalities due to child
abuse and neglect; and

“(4) increasing transparency and shared respon-
sibility across public agencies that serve children and
Jamilies by making data collected through such reg-
wstry accessible by the public, to the extent permaitted
by applicable privacy law.

“(b) INTEGRATION WITH EXISTING DATA SYSTEMS.—

In operating the case registry described in subsection (a),
the Secretary may integrate or append data from such case
registry into or onto data of data systems supported by the
Health Resources and Services Administration or Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention, as appropriate.

“(c) UNIFORM PUBLIC HEALTH DATA STANDARDS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of oper-
ating the case registry described in subsection (a), the
Secretary shall develop uniform public health data
standards that are designed to promote consistent
data collection related to child fatalities and near fa-
talities due to child abuse and neglect and include, as
determined by the Secretary, uniform definitions,
operational standards, standards for consistent proce-

dures, and comprehensive data elements for public
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health surveillance of fatalities and near fatalities due
to child abuse and neglect.

“(2) DEFINITIONS.—The uniform public health
data standards described in paragraph (1) shall be
designed for public health purposes and not rely solely
on crimanal or civil definitions of child abuse and ne-
glect.

“(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall provide (including through grants, contracts, or
cooperative agreements) technical assistance, training,
and resources to encourage the adoption and imple-
mentation of the standards described in this sub-
section and support the participation of States, In-
dvan Tribes, and Tribal organizations in the national
case registry described in subsection (a).

“(4) CHILD FATALITY AND NEAR-FATALITY IN-
VESTIGATION PROTOCOL.—As part of the uniform
public health data standards described in paragraph
(1), the Secretary may develop a standardized child
Jatality and near-fatality investigation protocol for
use by medical examiners, coroners, health care pro-
fessionals, first responders, and other entities deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary, to improve pub-
lic health surveillance of child fatalities and near fa-

talities due to child abuse and neglect.
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“SEC. 304. GRANTS FOR STATE, INDIAN TRIBE, AND TRIBAL

ORGANIZATION CHILD DEATH REVIEW OF
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT FATALITIES AND
NEAR FATALITIES.

“(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may award
grants or cooperative agreements to States, Indian
Tribes, and Tribal organizations for the purposes of
assisting such States, Indian Tribes, and Tribal orga-
nizations 1m—

“(A) supporting entities carrying out child
death review programs (which entities are re-
ferred to individually in this title as a ‘child
death review program’), including at the local
level, in the review of all wncidents of child fa-
talities and near fatalities due to child abuse or
neglect, including incidents in which the child
victvm was known by or referved to a child pro-
tective services agency;

“(B) improving data collection and report-
g related to child fatalities and near fatalities
due to child abuse and neglect, including intra-
state and interstate data comparability;

“(C) encouraging voluntary reporting to the
case registry authorized under section 303(a);
and
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“(D) developing coordinated leadership and
shared responsibility across State, Tribal, and
local public agencies that support children and

Jamalies to implement data-driven strategies and

reforms in order to prevent child fatalities and

near fatalities due to child abuse and neglect

Jrom occurring in the future.

“(2) CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS.—The Sec-
retary may reserve a portion of funds appropriated
under section 306, and not reserved under section
305, to award grants or cooperative agreements to
States, Indian Tribes, and Tribal organizations for
the purposes of increasing the capacity of such States,
Indian Tribes, and Tribal Organizations to conduct
reviews of child near fatalities due to child abuse and
neglect.

“(b) AppLicATION—A State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal
organization desiring a grant or cooperative agreement
under subsection (a)(1) shall submit to the Secretary an
application at such time, in such manner, and containing
such information as the Secretary may require, including—

“(1) the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organiza-
tion’s fatality review plan to ensure—

“(A) the corresponding child death review

program will, for the purposes of identifying fa-
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talities and near fatalities due to child abuse
and neglect and preventing such incidents in the
SJuture, conduct comprehensive and multidisci-
plinary reviews of all cases of child fatalities
and near fatalities within the State or Indian
Tribe, as the case may be, within a reasonable
timeframe, and allow the State, Indian Tribe, or
Tribal organization to increase the number of
cases reviewed over time and review all such
cases for child abuse and neglect utilizing the
consistent procedures described in paragraph (2);
and
“(B) the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal or-
ganization will submait information for each case
of a fatality or near fatality due to child abuse
or neglect identified by the reviews described in
paragraph (A) to the case registry described in
section 303(a), in alignment with the consistent
procedures described in paragraph (2), including
mformation about the circumstances in which
each case occurred, such as—
“(1) the cause of the death listed on the
death certificate in the case of a child fatal-
wty, and the type of life-threatening injury

wm the case of a child near fatality;

*S 1927 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG TN N T NG I NG I N0 B S e e T e e T e T e T T
[ T NG U N N e = NN - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O T NO S e

*S 1927 RS

302

“(11) whether the child was reported to
the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organiza-
tion child protective services system;

“(111) the responses made by the State,
Indiwan Tribe, or Tribal organization child
protective services agency, (which may in-
clude services or investigations, as applica-
ble), including any determinations by such
agency;

“(w) the child’s living arrangement or
placement at the time of the incident;

“(v) the perpetrator’s relationship to
the child;

“(vi) any known previous child abuse
or neglect of the child by other perpetrators
and of any child abuse or neglect of other
children by the perpetrator;

“(vir) the demographics and relevant

characteristics of the child, perpetrator, and

Jamily;

“(viir) the child’s encounters with the
health care system withan the past 12
months prior to the incident involved for
suspected or confirmed child abuse or ne-

glect; and
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“(ix) other relevant data as determined
by the Secretary designed to inform future
prevention efforts;

“2) a description of how the State, Indian
Tribe, or Tribal organization will, within a time-
Jrame established by the Secretary, develop consistent
procedures to conduct the reviews described in para-
graph (1)(A) that are aligned with the uniform public
health data standards developed under section 303(c)
Jor the purposes of developing a public health ap-
proach to the identification of child abuse and neglect
that—

“(A) does not rely solely on criminal or
civil definitions of child abuse and neglect for the
purposes of substantiation; and

“(B) reduces human error and bias, par-
ticularly racial bias, in carrying out such re-
VIeWS;

“(3) a description of how the State, Indian
Tribe, or Tribal organization’s child death review
program will ensure such program—

“(A) wrll coordinate activities with relevant
entities to collect data from medical examiners,
coroners, vital statistics personnel, law enforce-

ment, medical professionals, hospitals, first re-
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1 sponders, the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal or-
2 ganization’s child protective services agency, and
3 other agencies that possess relevant data, and
4 how the program and such entities will examine
5 the circumstances surrounding a chald fatality or
6 near fatality due to child abuse or neglect;

7 “(B) wnll make information collected by
8 such program publicly accessible to support
9 data-informed strategies and reforms, across
10 public agencies of States, Indian Tribes, Tribal
11 organizations, and local governments, that are
12 designed to prevent future child fatalities and
13 near fatalities due to child abuse and mneglect;
14 and

15 “(C) unll provide all information collected
16 by the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organiza-
17 tion’s child death review program wunder the
18 grant to the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal orga-
19 nization’s child protective services agency to sup-
20 port such agency’s reporting of data under sec-
21 tion 106(d)(3)(E)()(I1)(bb);
22 “(4) a description of how the State, Indian
23 Tribe, or Tribal organization’s child death review
24 program will improve and standardize the identifica-
25 tion of near fatalities due to child abuse and neglect
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across the State or Indian Tribe involved, as the case
may be, including—

“(A) how the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal
organization will collect information regarding
life-threatening injuries related to child abuse
and neglect and report such information to the
State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organization’s
child death review program; and

“(B) how the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal
organization will coordinate with health care
professionals and child protective services agen-
cies 1n identifying life-threatening injuries re-
lated to child abuse and neglect and reporting
relevant information to the State, Indian Tribe,
or Tribal organization’s child death review pro-
gram; and
“(5) an assurance that the State, Indian Tribe,

or Tribal organization will develop a fatality and
near-fatality prevention plan (in alignment with the
requirements of section 422(0)(19)(B) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 622(b)(19)(B)) that is de-
signed to vmplement data-driven strategies and re-
Jorms across the State or the Indian Tribe served, as
the case may be, in order to prevent child fatalities

and near fatalities due to child abuse and neglect
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from occurring in the future, which plan shall in-

clude—

“(A) an analysis of the data collected under
the State, Indian Tribe, and Tribal organization
plan described in paragraph (1) and data from
other relevant sources in order to identify the
children at the haghest risk of child fatalities and
near fatalities due to child abuse and neglect, in-
cluding an analysis that—

“(1) 1dentifies—

“(1) individual, family, and com-
munity risk factors;

“(II) protective factors; and

“(II1) other circumstances associ-
ated with such data; and
“(i) examines relevant State, Indian

Tribe, and Tribal organization policies and

practices associated with cases in which

such a fatality or near fatality occurred, in-
cluding systemic  failures across public
agencies related to such cases; and

“(B) a description of how the State, Indian
Tribe, or Tribal organization’s child protective
services agency will update its policies and pro-

cedures in response to the data analysis de-
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1 scribed in subparagraph (A) to prioritize safety
2 screenings for children who match characteristics
3 wdentified in the analysis as at the highest risk
4 and vmplement other necessary reforms respon-
5 sive to the findings of the analysis; and

6 “(6) a description of how the State, Indian
7 Tribe, or Tribal organization will coordinate the lead-
8 ership of the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organiza-
9 tion’s public agencies that support children and famai-
10 lies, to develop shared responsibility to protect chil-
11 dren at the highest risk of child fatalities and near
12 Jatalities due to child abuse and neglect and to imple-
13 ment changes in State, Indian Tribe, and Tribal or-
14 ganization policies and practices in response to the
15 findings of the analysis described in  paragraph
16 (5)(A) to prevent such incidents, which changes may
17 mcelude improvements in policies and practices re-
18 lated to child protection, health care (including men-
19 tal health care), substance use disorders, domestic vio-
20 lence, law enforcement, education, social services, and
21 Jormal and informal support systems that have con-
22 tact with children and famailies.
23 “lc) USES OF FUNDS—A State, Indian Tribe, or

24 Tribal organization receiving a grant or cooperative agree-

25 ment under subsection (a)(1)—
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“(1) shall use such funds to—

“(A) vmplement the State, Indian Tribe, or

Tribal organization’s fatality review plan de-

seribed in subsection (b)(1), including by—

“(1) increasing the capacity of the
State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organiza-
tion’s child death review program to con-
duct reviews of all cases of child fatalities
and near fatalities for child abuse and ne-
glect, regardless of the involvement of such
cases with the State, Indian Tribe, or Trib-
al organization’s child protective services
system; and

“(11) enabling the submission of re-
quired data under such plan to the case reg-
1stry described in section 303(a);

“(B) support the development and adoption

of consistent procedures described in subsection

(b)(2) to ensure that all cases of child fatalities

and near fatalities due to child abuse and neglect

are reviewed consistently within the State or In-

dian Tribe, as the case may be;

“(C) supporting coordination between the

State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organization’s

child death review program and the State, In-
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dvan Tribe, or Tribal organization’s child protec-
tive services agency, including by providing all
relevant child welfare information and informa-
tion collected by the State, Indian Tribe, or
Tribal organization’s child death review program
to each such agency in accordance with sub-
section (b)(3)(C); and

“(D) developing the State, Indian Tribe, or
Tribal organization’s fatality and near-fatality
prevention plan described in (b)(5), including
conducting necessary data analysis and exam-
mation; and
“(2) may use such funds to—

“(A) conduct research related to the data
described in the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal
organization’s fatality review plan;

“(B) identify protective factors associated
with the prevention of child abuse and neglect,
and support changes in the State, Indian Tribe,
or Tribal organization’s policies and practices,
across public agencies that serve children and
Jamalies to support the development of such fac-
tors; and

“(C) develop, 1mplement, or scale real-time

electronic data sharing or improvements in in-
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creased interoperability of relevant data among

State, Indian Tribe, Tribal organization, and

local agencies that serve children and famailies, to

mmprove submission and analysis of data re-
quired under this section.
“(d) REPORTING.—

“(1) STATE, INDIAN TRIBE, AND TRIBAL ORGANI-
ZATION REPORTING.—FEach State, Indian Tribe, or
Tribal organization that receives funds under sub-
section (a)(1), for each year such funds are received,
shall provide a veport to the Secretary containing
such information, in such manner as the Secretary
may require, including, at a minimum—

“tA) a description of how such State, In-
dian Tribe, or Tribal organization utilized funds
provided under subsection (a)(1), including the
number and percentage of all cases of child fa-
talities and near fatalvties within the State or
the Indian Tribe involved, as the case may be,
that were—

“(1) reviewed for child abuse and ne-
glect using such funds; and

“(11) so reviewed and identified, using
such funds, as due to child abuse and ne-

glect in accordance with the State, Indian
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Tribe, or Tribal organization’s consistent
procedures described in subsection (b)(2);

“(B) a description of the State, Indian

Tribe, or Tribal organization’s progress in—

*S 1927 RS

“(1) implementing its fatality review
plan described in subsection (b)(1), includ-
mg  submitting data requirved wunder such
plan to the case registry described in section
303(a);

“(11) developing and 1mplementing the
State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal organiza-
tion’s consistent procedures described in
subsection (b)(2), including the extent to
which — such  consistent  procedures — are
aligned with the uniform public health data
standards described in section 303(c); and

“(ine) adentifying and standardizing
the identification of near fatalities described
i subsection (b)(4); and

“(iv) developing the State, Indian
Tribe, or Tribal organization’s fatality and
near-fatality — prevention  plan  required
under subsection (b)(5), including con-
ducting data analysis to identify children

w the State, Indian Tribe, or Tribal orga-
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nization at the highest risk of child fatali-
ties and near fatalities due to child abuse
and neglect, and identifying potential re-
forms in accordance with such plan’s re-
quirements; and
“(C) a description of how the State, Indian
Tribe, or Tribal organization coordinated the
leadership of the public agencies that support
children and families, to develop shared responsi-
Dilaty to protect children at the highest risk of
child fatalities and near fatalities due to child
abuse and neglect, and 1mplemented changes in
policies and practices i response to the findings
of the analysis described in subsection (b)(5)(A)
and the activities supported under this section.
“(2) SECRETARY’S REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The
Secretary shall submit an annual report to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
and the Commaittee on Appropriations of the Senate
and the Committee on Education and Labor and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives, that includes a swmmary of reports sub-
matted by States, Indian Tribes, and Tribal organiza-

tions under paragraph (1) and the Secretary’s rec-
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ommendations or observations on the challenges, suc-
cesses, and lessons derived from—
“(A) the recommendations of the Work
Group described in section 302(c);
“(B) operation of the case registry described
m section 303(a); and
“(C) 1mplementation of the grant program

authorized under subsection (a)(1).

“SEC. 305. ASSISTING STATE, INDIAN TRIBE, AND TRIBAL

ORGANIZATION IMPLEMENTATION.

“The Secretary shall reserve not more than 15 percent

of funds appropriated under section 306 to provide guid-
ance and technical assistance, dirvectly or through grants
or cooperative agreements, to support States, Indian Tribes,

and Tribal organizations in—

“(1) submatting uniform and comparable data to
the case registry authorized under section 303(a);

“(2) developing applications for the program au-
thorized under section 304 and implementing such
Program;

“(3) developing and supporting the adoption of
consistent  procedures  described — under  section
304(b)(2), to assure that all child fatalvties and near
Jatalities due to child abuse and neglect are reviewed

consistently within States and Indian Tribes, which
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procedures shall be aligned with uniform public
health data standards described in section 303(c); and
“(4) carrying out such other activities under this

Act as the Secretary determines appropriate.

“SEC. 306. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out
this title $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 and such sums
as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2023 through
2027.7.

TITLE IV—PUBLIC HEALTH RE-
SPONSE TO INFANTS AF-
FECTED BY SUBSTANCE USE
DISORDER

SEC. 401. AMENDING THE CAPTA TO PROVIDE FOR A PUB-
LIC HEALTH RESPONSE TO INFANTS AF-

FECTED BY SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER.
The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42
URS.C. 5101 et seq.) is amended by inserting after title 111,

as added by section 301, the following:
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“TITLE IV—PUBLIC HEALTH RE-
SPONSE TO INFANTS AF-
FECTED BY SUBSTANCE USE
DISORDER

“SEC. 401. PURPOSE.

“The purpose of this title 1s to ensure the safety, per-
manency, and well-being of infants affected by substance
use by supporting States in providing a public health re-
sponse to the impact of substance use on infants, mothers,
and famalies by—

“(1) supporting the health and well-being of in-

Jants, mothers, and their families rather than penal-

1zing the famaly;

“(2) developing comprehensive famaly care plans
to address the needs of infants, children, and families;

“(3) increasing access to treatment support and
other services for mothers with a substance use dis-
order and theiwr children, including ensuring that
mothers can access necessary prenatal services;

“(4) supporting mothers and caregivers in build-

g protective factors so that infants are at a low risk

of child abuse or neglect;

“(5) providing access to appropriate screening,

assessment, and intervention services for infants af-
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fected by substance use disorder, including alcohol use

disorder; and

“(6) improving the capacity of health care pro-
fessionals, child welfare workers, and other personnel
mvolved i the development, implementation, and
monitoring of family care plans.

“SEC. 402. REQUIREMENTS.

“la) IN GENERAL—FEach State receiving Federal
Junds under section 106 or section 404 shall have in effect
policies and procedures that meet the requirements of this
section.

“(b) DESIGNATION.—The Governor of the State shall
designate a lead agency to work collaboratively with public
health agencies, substance abuse agencies, child welfare
agencies, and maternal and child health agencies to carry
out the State’s public health response to strengthen famailies
and ensure the safety and well-being of—

“(1) wnfants born with, and identified as being
affected by, substance use disorder, including alcohol
use disorder; and

“(2) the famalies and caregivers of such infants.
“(c) FAMILY CARE PLANS.—At the same time a State

submits a State plan under section 106(D)(1), the lead agen-
cy designated by the Governor under subsection (b) shall

provide to the Secretary a description of the State’s policies
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and procedures to ensure the safety and well-being of in-

Jants born with, and identified as being affected by, sub-

stance use disorder, including alcohol use disorder, and the
well-being of the famalies and caregivers of such infants, in-
cluding a description of—

“(1) how the State is vmplementing and moni-
toring family care plans, including by—

“(A) developing family care plans prior to
the expected delivery of the infant; and

“(B) conducting necessary follow up to en-
sure that famailies are able to access supports and
services, and to ensure the safety and well-being
of infants and the caregivers of such infants;

“(2) the State’s policies and procedures for re-
quiring providers involved in the delivery or care of
mfants born with, and identified as being affected by,
substance use disorder, including alcohol use disorder,
to notify the lead agency designated under subsection
(b) of the occurrence of such condition in such in-
Jants;

“(3) the State’s policies and procedures to ensure
the development of a multi-disciplinary family care
plan for the infant born with, and identified as being
affected by, substance use disorder, and such infant’s

affected family member or caregiver, to ensure the
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safety and well-being of such infant following release
Jrom the care of health care providers, including by—

“(A) using a family assessment approach to
develop each family care plan;

“(B) addressing, through coordinated serv-
1ce delivery, the health, well-being, and substance
use disorder treatment needs of the infant and
affected family member or caregiver; and

“(C) the development and implementation
by the State of monitoring systems regarding the
vmplementation of such plans to determine
whether, and in what manner, local entities are
providing, in accordance with State require-
ments, referrals to and delwvery of appropriate
services for the infant and affected family mem-
ber or caregiver; and
“(4) the State’s plan to develop a system for pur-

poses of notifications required by paragraph (2) that
18 distinet and separate from the system used in the
State to report child abuse and neglect, and designed
to promote a public health response to infants born
with, and identified as being affected by, substance
use disorder, including alcohol use disorder, and not
Jor the purpose of initiating an investigation of child

abuse or neglect.
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1 “(d) SPECIAL RULE.—Nothing in this section shall be
2 construed to—

3 “(1) establish a definition under Federal law of
4 what constitutes child abuse or neglect; or

5 “(2) require investigation or prosecution for any
6 wllegal action, including a response by the State’s
7 child protective services system.

8 “le) ANNUAL REPORT.—The lead agency of a State
9 designated by the Governor under subsection (b) shall annu-

10 ally work with the Secretary to provide a report that pro-

11 wides the number of infants—

12 “(1) identified under subsection (c)(2);

13 “(2) for whom a family care plan was developed
14 under subsection (c)(3); and

15 “(3) for whom a referral was made for appro-
16 priate services, including services for the affected fam-
17 iy or caregiver, under subsection (c)(3).

18 “SEC. 403. NATIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND RE-
19 PORTING.

20 “(a) TECONICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall
21 provide technical assistance to support States in complying
22 awith the requirements of section 402(c) that includes—

23 “(1) disseminating best practices on implementa-

24 tion of multidisciplinary family care plans;
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“(2) addressing State-identified challenges with
developing, 1mplementing, and monitoring family
care plans;

“(3) supporting collaboration and coordination
across substance abuse agencies, child welfare agen-
cies, maternal and child health agencies, family
courts, and other community partners;

“(4) supporting State efforts to develop informa-
tion technology systems to manage family care plans;
and

“(5) providing technical assistance in accordance
with the infants with prenatal substance- exposure
mitiative developed by the National Center on Sub-
stance Abuse and Child Welfare.

“(b) SECRETARY’S REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-

retary shall submit an annual report to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and the Commattee
on Appropriations of the Senate and the Commattee on
Education and Labor, the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives, and the Commattee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives that in-

cludes, at a minimuwm, information on—

“(1) the activities of the Secretary under sub-

section (a);
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1 “(2) the progress of States in developing, imple-
menting, and monitoring family care plans to ensure
a public health response to addressing the needs of in-
fants born with, and identified as being affected by,

substance use disorder, including alcohol use disorder,

2

3

4

5

6 and the famalies of such infants, and as appropriate,

7 recommendations for improving such practices; and

8 “(3) the progress of States in safely reducing the

9 number of infants affected by substance use disorder,
10 meluding alcohol use disorder, entering the child pro-
11 tective services system.

12 “SEC. 404. GRANT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.

13 “la) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary s authorized to
14 award grants to States for the purpose of assisting the Gov-
15 ernor’s designated lead agency in coordinating a partner-
16 ship with maternal and child health agencies, child welfare
17 agencies, public health agencies, mental health agencies, so-
18 cial services agencies, substance abuse agencies, health care
19 facilities with labor and delivery units, and health care pro-
20 widers to facilitate collaboration in developing, updating,
21 amplementing, and monitoring famaly care plans described
22 an section 402(c).

23 “(b) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—
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“(1) RESERVATIONS.—Of the amounts made
available to carry out subsection (a), the Secretary
shall reserve—
“(A) no more than 3 percent for the pur-
poses described in subsection (g); and
“(B) no less than 3 percent for grants to In-
dian Tribes and Tribal organizations to address
the needs of infants identified as being affected
by substance use disorder, including alcohol use
disorder, and thevr famailies or caregivers, which,
to the extent practicable, shall be consistent with
the uses of funds described under subsection (d).
“(2) ALLOTMENTS TO STATES AND TERRI-
TORIES.—The Secretary shall allot the amount made
available to carry out subsection (a) that remains
after application of paragraph (1) to each State that
applies for such a grant, in an amount equal to the
sum of—
“(A) $500,000; and
“(B) an amount that bears the same rela-
tionship to any funds made available to carry
out subsection (a) and remaining after applica-
tion of paragraph (1) and subparagraph (A), as

the number of live births in the State in the pre-
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vious calendar year bears to the number of live

births wn all States in such year.

“(3) RATABLE REDUCTION.—If the amount made
available to carry out subsection (a) is insufficient to
satisfy the requirements of paragraph (2)(A), the Sec-
retary shall ratably reduce each allotment to a State.
“(c) APPLICATION.—A State desiring a grant under

this subsection shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such tvme and in such manner as the Secretary may
require. Such application shall include, at a minimum—

“(1) a description of—

“(A) how the lead agency designated under
section  402(b) will coordinate with relevant

State entities and programs (including maternal

and child health providers, the child welfare

agency, public health agencies, mental health
agencies, the State substance abuse agency,
health care facilities with labor and delivery
units, health care providers, programs funded by
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Admanastration that provide substance use dis-

order treatment for women, maternal and child

health programs funded by the Health Services

Resources Admanistration, the State Medicaid

program, the State agency administering the
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block grant program under title V of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 701 et seq.), the State
agency administering the programs funded
under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.), the ma-
ternal, infant, and early childhood home visiting
program under section 511 of the Social Security
Act (42 UNS.C. 711), Early Head Start, the
State judicial system, domestic violence agencies,
and other agencies, as determined by the Sec-
retary) and any Indian Tribes and Tribal orga-
nizations located in the State to develop the ap-
plication under this subsection and vmplement
the activities under this section;

“(B) how the State plans to use funds for
activities described in subsection (d) for the pur-
poses of meeting the requirements of section
402(c);

“(C) +f applicable, how the State plans to
utilize funding authorized under part I of title
1V of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 670 et
seq.) to assist in carrying out any family care
plan, including funding authorized under section
471(e) of such Act for mental health and sub-

stance use disorder prevention and treatment
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services and im-home parent skill-based programs
and  funding authorized wunder such section
472(j) for children with a parent in a licensed
residential family-based treatment facility for
substance use disorder; and
“(D) the treatment and other services and
programs available in the State to effectively
carry out any family care plan developed, in-
cluding identification of needed treatment, and
other services and programs to ensure the well-
being of young children and their families af-
fected by substance use disorder, such as pro-
grams carried out under part C of the Individ-
wals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1431 et seq.) and comprehensive early childhood
development services and programs such as Head
Start programs; and
“(2) an assurance that the State will comply
with requirements to refer a child identified as sub-
stance-exposed to early intervention services as re-
quired pursuant to a grant under part C of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1431 et seq.).

“(d) USES OF FUNDS.—Funds awarded to a State

25 wunder this subsection may be used for the following activi-
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1 ties, which may be carried out by the State directly, or

2 through grants or subgrants, contracts, or cooperative agree-

3 ments:

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

“(1) Improving State and local systems with re-

spect to the development and 1mplementation of fam-

ily care plans, which—

“(A) shall address the health and substance

use disorder treatment needs of the infant and

affected family member or caregiver and include

parent and caregier engagement, regarding

available treatment and service options and in-

clude resources available for pregnant, perinatal,

and postnatal women; and

*S 1927 RS

“(B) may include activities such as—

“(1) developing policies, procedures, or
protocols for the administration or develop-
ment of evidence-based —and validated
screening tools for infants who may be af-
Jected by substance use disorder, including
alcohol — use  disorder, and  pregnant,
perinatal, and postnatal women whose in-
Jants may be affected by substance use dis-
order, including alcohol use disorder;

“(11) 1mproving assessments used to de-

termine the needs of the infant, birth par-
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ents, and family members, including kin-
ship or other caregivers;

“(111) 1mproving ongoing case manage-
ment services;

“(iv) amproving access to treatment
services, which may be iitiated prior to the
pregnant woman’s delivery date;

“(v) keeping families safely together
when it 1s in the best interest of the child;
and

“(vi) developing the notification path-
way as an alternative to a child maltreat-
ment report, as described in  subsection

402(c)(2).

“(2) HKstablishing partnerships, agreements, or

memoranda of understanding between the lead agency

and other entities (including health professionals,

health care facilities, child welfare professionals, juve-

nile and famaly court judges, substance use and men-

tal dusorder treatment programs, early childhood edu-

cation programs, maternal and child health and early

itervention professionals (including home visiting

providers), peer-to-peer recovery programs such as

parent mentoring programs, domestic violence agen-

cies, and housing agencies) to facilitate the successful
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development, implementation, and monitoring of fam-
wly care plans, including development of plans prior

to the expected delivery of the infant, by—

O o0 9 N U B W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

“(A) developing a comprehensive, multi-dis-
ciplinary assessment and intervention process for
mfants, pregnant women, and their families who
are affected by substance use disorder, including
alcohol wuse disorder, that includes meaningful
engagement with, and takes into account the
unique needs of, each family and addresses dif-
Jferences between medically supervised substance
use (including for the treatment of substance use
disorder) and substance use disorder;

“(B) ensuring that treatment approaches
for serving infants, pregnant women, and
perinatal and postnatal women whose infants
may be affected by substance use disorder, in-
cluding alcohol use disorder, are designed 1o,
where appropriate, keep infants i the custody of
thewr mothers during both inpatient and out-
patient treatment;

“(C) increasing access to all evidence-based
medications to treat substance use disorder, in-
cluding alcohol use disorder, including medica-

twons for opioid use disorder approved by the
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Food and Drug Administration, behavioral ther-
apy, and counseling services for the treatment of
substance use disorders, as appropriate; and

“(D) increasing access to residential treat-
ment programs designed to keep infants with
thewr parents during inpatient residential treat-
ment.

“(3) Developing policies, procedures, or protocols

m consultation and coordination with health profes-
swonals, public and private health care facilities, and

substance abuse agencies to ensure that—

“(A) appropriate notification to the appro-
priate agency determined by the Governor’s office
18 made 1 a timely manner, as required under
section 402(c)(2).

“(B) a family care plan is in place, in ac-
cordance with section 402(c)(3) before the infant
18 discharged from the birth or health care facil-
wty; and

“(C) such health and related agency profes-
stonals are trained on how to follow such proto-
cols and are aware of the supports that may be
provided under a family care plan.

“(4) Traiming health professionals and health

system leaders, early intervention professionals, child
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welfare workers, substance abuse treatment agencies,
and other related professionals such as home visiting
agency staff and law enforcement in relevant topics,
mcluding—

“(A) the referral and process requirements
Jor notification to the appropriate agency as de-
termined by the Governor when child abuse or
neglect reporting is not mandated, including
training on how such notification pathway s
distinct and separate from the pathway used in
the State to report child abuse and neglect;

“(B) the co-occurrence of pregnancy and
substance use disorder, and implications of pre-
natal exposure;

“(C) the evidence-based clinical guidance
Jrom nationally-recognized standard setting or-
ganizations about treating substance use disorder
m pregnant and postpartum women;

“(D) appropriate screening and interven-
tions for anfants affected by substance use dis-
order, including alcohol use disorder, and the re-
quirements section 402(c) and

“(E) appropriate multigenerational strate-
gies to address the mental health needs of the
parent and child together.
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“(5) Developing and updating systems of tech-
nology for improved data collection and monitoring of
Jamily care plans, including existing electronic med-
weal records, to measure the outcomes achieved through
the family care plans, including monitoring systems
to meet the requirements of this title and submission

of performance measures.

“le) REPORTING.—FEach State that receives funds

under this section, for each year such funds are received,

shall submit a report to the Secretary that includes—

“(1) the impact of substance use disorder in such
State, including with respect to the substance or class
of substances with the highest incidence of abuse in
the previous year in such State, including—

“(A) the prevalence of substance use dis-
order in such State;
“(B) the aggregate rate of births in the

State of infants affected by substance use dis-

order, including alcohol use disorder (as deter-

mined by hospitals, insurance claims, clavms
submitted to the State Medicaid program, or
other records), if available and to the extent
practicable;

“(C) the number and percentage of infants

wdentified, for whom a family care plan was de-
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veloped, and for whom a referral was made for
appropriate services;

“(D) the number and percentage of family
care plans developed prior to the expected deliv-
ery of an infant affected by substance use dis-
order, including alcohol use disorder; and

“(E) the challenges the State faces in devel-
oping, implementing, and monitoring family
care plans in accordance with section 402(c);
“(2) data disaggregated by geographic location,

economic status, race and ethnicity, except that such
disaggregation shall not be requirved if the results
would reveal personally identifiable information on,
with respect to infants identified under section
402(c)—

“(A) the number who experienced removal
associated with parental substance use;

“(B) the number who experienced removal
and subsequently are reunified with parents, and
the length of time between such removal and re-
unification;

“(C) the number who are referred to com-
munity providers without «a child protection

case;
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“(D) the number who recerve services while
wm the care of their birth parents;

“(E) the number who receive post-reunifica-
tion services within 1 year after a reunification
has occurred; and

“(F) the number who experienced a return
to out-of-home care within 1 year after reunifi-
cation.

“(f) SECRETARY’S REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
retary shall submit an annual report to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and the Commattee
on Appropriations of the Senate and the Commattee on
Education and Labor, the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives, and the Commaittee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives that includes
the information described in subsection (e) and rec-
ommendations or observations on the challenges, successes,
and lessons derived from implementation of the grant pro-
gram.

“(9) EvALUATION.—The Secretary shall use the
amount reserved under subsection (b)(1)(A) to carry out an
mdependent evaluation to measure the effectiveness of the
program assisted under this subsection in—

“(1) developing comprehensive famaly care plans

to support the needs of infants, children, and famailies;
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“(2) increasing access to treatment support and
other services for mothers with a substance use dis-
order and their children;

“(3) providing access to appropriate screening,
assessment, and intervention services for infants af-
fected by substance use disorder, including alcohol use
disorder;

“(4) 1mproving the capacity of health care pro-
Jesstonals, chald welfare workers, and other personnel
mvolved i the development, 1mplementation, and
monitoring of family care plans; and

“(5) safely reducing the number of infants who
are placed i out-of-home care.

“SEC. 405. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
“There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out
this title $60,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 and such sums

as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2023 through

2027.7.
TITLE V—ADOPTION
OPPORTUNITIES
SEC. 501. PURPOSE.

Section 201 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 5111)

1s amended—
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(1) by striking the section heading and inserting

the following:
“SEC. 201. PURPOSE.>;

(2) by striking subsection (a); and

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking the following:

“(b) PURPOSE.—";

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking “particularly” and all that follows
through “, by providing” and inserting “particu-
larly for children facing barriers to adoption, by
providing’’;

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking “and” at
the end;

(D) wn paragraph (3), by striking the pe-
rod at the end and wnserting a semicolon; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

“(4) support the development and implementa-
tion of evidence-based and evidence-informed post-
legal adoption services for families that adopt chil-
dren, in order to increase permanency in adoptive
placements; and

“(5) support the recruitment of racially and eth-
nically diverse prospective foster and adoptive par-

ents.”.
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502. DEFINITIONS.

Title II of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment

and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 1s amended by inserting

after section 201 (42 U.S.C. 5111) the following:

“SEC. 202. DEFINITIONS.

SEC.

“In thas title:

“(1) CHILD FACING A BARRIER TO ADOPTION.

The term ‘child facing a barrier to adoption’ includes
an older child, a child who 1s a racial or ethnic mi-
nority, a child with a disability, a child or youth who
belongs to a population that is the focus of research
efforts authorized under section 404N of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act (42 U.S.C. 283p) and defined in No-
tice NOT-OD-19-139, issued by the National Insti-
tutes of Health on August 28, 2019, and a child with
special needs as defined in section 473(c) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 673(c)).

“(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Health and Human Services.”.
503. INFORMATION AND SERVICES.

Section 203 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-

22 ment and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 5113)

23
24
25
26

1s amended—

oS

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the
Jollowing:
“(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish
an appropriate administrative arrangement to pro-
vide a centralized focus for carrying out the provi-
swons of this title and for planning and coordinating
all departmental activities affecting adoption and fos-
ter care, including—

“(A) services to facilitate the adoption of
children facing barriers to adoption;

“(B) services to families considering adop-
tion of such children; and

“(C) pre- and post-legal adoption services

Jor famailies to provide permanent, safe, and car-

mg home environments for children who would

benefit from adoption.

“(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall make available such consultant services, on-site
technical assistance and personnel, together with pay-
ment of appropriate administrative expenses, includ-
g salaries and travel costs, as are necessary for car-
rying out departmental activities described in para-
graph (1).”;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),

by striking “connection with’;
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(B) in paragraph (1), by striking “and pre-
pare” and all that follows and inserting the fol-
lowing: “including—

“(A) adoption competency training that
supports the mental health needs of adoptive
Jamilies to promote permanency, including the
evaluation and updating of adoption competency
traiming curricula for child welfare and mental
health professionals; and

“(B) the development of information and
education and traiming materials, regarding
adoption, adoption assistance programs, and
post-legal adoption services, and dissemination
of the materials to all interested parties, public
and private agencies and organizations (includ-
g hospitals, health care providers, and social
services agencies), and governmental bodies;”;

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(1) by striking “conduct, directly” and
imserting “conduct (directly’;

(11) by striking “private organizations,
ongoing, extensive recruitment efforts” and
mserting  “private agencies or organiza-
tions) ongoing, extensive public awareness

and recrurtment efforts”;
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(11r) by striking “to promote the adop-
tion of older children, minority children,
and children with special needs, develop na-
tional public awareness efforts to unite”

and inserting the following: “to—

“(A) promote the adoption of children fac-

mg barriers to adoption;

*S 1927 RS

“(B) unate”; and

(iv) by striking “parents, and estab-
lish” and inserting “parents; and
“(C) establish™;
(D) in paragraph (3)—

(1) by striking “for (A) the” and in-
serting the following “‘for—
“(A) the”;

(11) by striking “and (B) the” and in-
serting the following “and
“(B) the™;
(E) in paragraph (4)—

(1) by striking “groups and minority
groups)” and inserting “groups and organi-
zations that represent families who are ra-

cial or ethnic minorities)”’; and
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(11) by striking “of minorities” and in-
serting “of people who are racial or ethnic
manorities’;

(F) in paragraph (5), by striking “corpora-
tions and” and inserting “large and”;
(G) i paragraph (7)—

(1) by striking “increase” and insert-
g “identify best practices for”;

(11) by striking ‘for the recruitment
of” and inserting “to recruit”; and

(111) by striking “older children” and
all that follows and inserting “children fac-
g barriers to adoption;”;

(H) in paragraph (8), by striking “in
order”;
(1) wn paragraph (9)—

(1) i the matter preceding subpara-
graph (A), by striking “Special Needs” and
wmserting “Children Facing Barriers to”;

(11) wn subparagraph (A), by inserting
“people who are racial or ethnic” before
“minorities”’;

(111) wn subparagraph (B), by striking
“with special needs” and inserting “facing

barriers to adoption”; and
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(1v) by striking subparagraph (D) and

mserting the following:

“(D) identify and disseminate best practices

to reduce adoption disruption and dissolution,

and increase permanency, including best prac-

tices related to pre- and post-legal adoption serv-

1ces;”’;

*S 1927 RS

(J) in paragraph (10)—

(1) wn the matter preceding subpara-

graph (A)—

() by inserting “racial or ethnic”
before “minority populations’;

(Il) by striking “minority chil-
dren” and inserting “children who are
racial or ethnic minorities”; and

(I11) by striking “minority fami-
lies” and inserting “racially and eth-
nically diverse families”;

(i1) i subparagraph (A)—

(I) i clause (1), by striking
mcluding” and all that follows and in-
serting a semicolon;

(I1) by redesignating clauses (111)
through (ix) as clauses (1) through

(x);
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(I11) by inserting after clause (1)
the following:

“(111) developing and using procedures,
meluding  famaly finding strategies, to no-
tify family and relatives when a child en-
ters the child welfare system, and to iden-
tify such famaly and relatives who are will-
g to adopt or provide a permanent, safe,
and caring home for such child to improve
permanency;’’;

(IV) in clause (vi), as so redesig-
nated, by inserting “, including such
groups for prospective kinship care-
gwers” before the semicolon;

(V) in clause (vii), as so redesig-
nated, by striking “training of per-
sonnel” and inserting “‘training on
working with dwerse cultural, racial,
linguistie, and socioeconomic commu-
nities, for”;

(VI) wn clause (viv)(IIl), as so re-
designated, by striking “with experi-
ence” and all that follows and insert-

mg a semaicolon;
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(VII) wn clause (ix), as so redesig-
nated, by inserting , including such
groups for kinship caregivers” before
the semacolon; and
(VIII) wn clause (x), as so redesig-
nated, by striking “Act” and inserting
“tutle”; and
(K) in paragraph (11)—
(1) wn the matter preceding subpara-
graph (A), by inserting “Indian Tribes,
Tribal organizations,” after “States,”;
(11) wn subparagraph (B), by striking
“and” at the end;
(111) in subparagraph (C), by striking
the period at the end and inserting *; and’;
and
(1) by adding at the end the following:
“(D) procedures to identify and support po-
tential kinship care arrangements.”;
(3) in subsection (¢)—

(A) by striking the subsection header and
mserting the following:

“(c) SERVICES FOR FAMILIES ADOPTING CHILDREN

24 FACING BARRIERS TO ADOPTION.—";
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[E—

(B) wn paragraph (1), by striking “special
needs children” and inserting “children facing
barriers to adoption”; and

(C) i paragraph (2)(G), by inserting *, in-
cluding such parents, children, and siblings in
kinship care arrangements’ before the semicolon;
(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking the subsection header and

O o0 9 N U B W

mserting the following:

[a—
)

“(d) IMPROVING PLACEMENT RATE OF CHILDREN IN

[E—
[E—

FOSTER CARE AND IMPROVING POST-LEGAL ADOPTION

12 SERVICES.—";

13 (B) in paragraph (1), by inserting “includ-
14 g through the improvement of post-legal adop-
15 tion services,” after “adoption,”;

16 (C) in paragraph (2)—

17 (1) i subparagraph (A)—

18 (I) wn clause (i), by inserting *
19 mcluding plans to assess the need for
20 and provide post-legal adoption serv-
21 1ces i order to vmprove permanency’
22 before the semicolon;

23 (II) n clause (i1), by striking
24 “older children” and all that follows
25 and inserting “children facing barriers
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to adoption, who are legally free for
adoption;”;

(I11) in clause (), by striking
“section 473" and all that follows and
mserting “subpart 2 of part B of title
1V of the Social Security Act (42
URS.C. 629 et seq.) and part E of such
title IV (42 U.S.C. 670 et seq.).”; and
(11) wn subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (i), by striking
“older children” and all that follows
through “special needs,” and inserting
“children facing barriers to adoption;”;
and

(Il) n clause (i1), by striking
“successful” and inserting “evidence-
based and evidence-informed”; and

(D) in paragraph (3)—
(1) i subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking the first sentence;
and

(I1) in the last sentence, by strik-
g “section 205(a)” and inserting

“section 206(a)”’; and
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(11) wn subparagraph (B), by striking
“this Act” and inserting “this title”; and
(5) n subsection (e)(1), by inserting before the
period at the end the following: “, such as through the
use of an electronic interstate case processing system”.
SEC. 504. STUDIES AND REPORTS.

Section 204 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 5114)
18 amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 204. STUDIES AND REPORTS.

“(a) REPORT ON THE OUTCOMES OF INDIVIDUALS
Wno WERE AporTED FrOM FOSTER CARE.—Not later
than 2 years after the date of enactment of the CAPTA Re-
authorization Act of 2021, the Secretary shall prepare and
submit to the Commattee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate and the Commattee on Education
and Labor of the House of Representatives a report on re-
search and data regarding—

“(1) the outcomes of individuals who were adopt-
ed from foster care as children; and

“2) a summary of the post-adoption services
avarlable to famailies that adopted children from foster
care regarding the extent to which such services are

evidence-based or evidence-informed.
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“(b) REPORT ON ADOPTION DISRUPTION AND DIS-
SOLUTION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 wmonths
after the date of enactment of the CAPTA Reauthor-
wzation Act of 2021, the Secretary shall prepare and
submit to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the Committee
on Education and Labor of the House of Representa-
tives a report on children who enter into foster care
under the supervision of a State after prior finaliza-
tion of an adoption or legal guardianship, including
adoptions of foster youth and international adoptions.

“(2) INFORMATION.—The Secretary shall include
m such report information, to the extent that such in-
Jormation s available through the Adoption and Fos-
ter Care Analysis and Reporting System and other
data sources, regarding the incidence of adoption dis-
ruption and dissolution impacting children described
m paragraph (1) and factors associated with such
circumstances, imcluding—

“(A) whether affected individuals received
pre- or post-legal adoption services; and
“(B) other relevant information, such as the

age of the child involved.”.
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SEC. 505. UNREGULATED CUSTODY TRANSFERS.

Title II of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 5111 et seq.)
18 amended—

(1) by redesignating section 205 (42 U.S.C.
5115) as section 206; and

(2) by inserting after section 204 the following:

“SEC. 205. SENSE OF CONGRESS, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE,
AND REPORT ON UNREGULATED CUSTODY
TRANSFERS.

“(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—I1 1is the sense of Congress
that—

“(1) there are challenges associated with adop-
tions (including the child’s mental health needs and
the difficulties many families face i accessing sup-
port services) and some families may seek out an un-
requlated transfer of physical custody of an adoptive
child without any formal supervision by child welfare
agencies or courts;

“(2) adopted children experience trawma, and
the disruption and placement in another home due to
such a transfer may contribute to additional trauma
and instability for such children;

“(3) unregulated custody transfers may not in-
clude certain safety measures that are required as
part of formal adoption proceedings;
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“(4) chald welfare agencies and courts may be
unaware of the placement of children through unregu-
lated custody transfers and, as a result, may not con-
duct assessments on children’s safety and well-being
m such subsequent placements;

“(5) the lack of such assessments may result in
the placement of children in homes wn which the chil-
dren may be exposed to unsafe environments;

“(6) the caregivers with whom a child s placed
through an unregulated custody transfer may have no
legal responsibility with respect to such child and
may not have complete records, including the child’s
birth, medical, or other records, with respect to such
child;

“(7) a child adopted through intercountry adop-
tion may be at risk of not acquiring United States
citizenship if an unrequlated custody transfer occurs
before the adoptive parents complete all necessary
steps to finalize the adoption of such child;

“(8) unregulated custody transfers pose signifi-
cant challenges for children 1who experience such
transfers; and

“(9) the Department of Health and Human

Services should support States in preventing, identi-
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fying, and responding to unrequlated custody trans-

Jers, including of adopted children.

“(b) DEFINITION.—For the purpose of this section, the
term ‘unregulated custody transfer’ means the abandonment
of a child, by the child’s parent or legal guardian, or a
person or entity acting on behalf, and with the consent, of
such parent or guardian—

“(1) by placing the child with a person who is
not—

“(A) the child’s parent, stepparent, grand-
parent, adult sibling, legal guardian, or other
adult relative;

“(B) a friend of the family who 1s an adult
and with whom the chald s familiar; or

“(C) a member of the federally recognized
Indian Tribe of which the child is also a mem-
ber;

“(2) with the intent of severing the relationship
between the child and the parent or guardian of such
child; and

“(3) without—

“(A) reasonably ensuring the safety of the
child and permanency of the placement of the
child, including by conducting an official home

study, background check, and supervision; and
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“(B) transferring the legal rights and re-
sponsibilities of parenthood or guardianship
under applicable Federal and State law to a per-
son described in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C)
of paragraph (1).

“(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND PUBLIC AWARE-
NESS.—The Secretary, in coordination with the heads of
other relevant departments of the Federal Government—

“(1) shall tmprove public awareness related to
preventing adoption disruption and dissolution, in-
cluding preventing unregulated custody transfers of
adopted children; and

“(2) in carrying out paragraph (1), shall update

Federal resources, including internet websites, to pro-

vide—

“(A) employees of State, local, and Tribal
agencies that provide child welfare services with
education and traiming materials related to pre-
venting, identifying, and responding to unregu-
lated custody transfers; and

“(B) prospective adoptive families with in-
Jormation on pre-adoption training and post-
legal adoption services from State, local, and
private resources to promote child permanency.

“(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the CAPTA Reauthorization
Act of 2021, the Secretary, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, shall prepare and submit to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions of the Senate, the Committee on Finance of the
Senate, the Commattee on Education and Labor of the
House of Representatives, and the Commaittee on
Ways and Means of the House of Representatives, a
report on unrequlated custody transfers of children,
meluding of adopted children.

“(2) FELEMENTS.—The report requirved wunder
paragraph (1) shall include—

“(4) information on the causes, methods,
and characteristics of unregulated custody trans-
fers, including the use of social media and the
mternet;

“(B) information on the effects of unregu-
lated custody transfer on children, including the
effects of the lack of assessment of a child’s safety
and well-being by social services agencies and
courts due to such unregulated custody transfer;

“(C) data on the prevalence of unrequlated
custody transfers within each State and across

all States;
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“(D) recommended policies for preventing,
wdentifying, and responding to unregulated cus-
tody transfers, including of adopted children,
that mclude—

“(1) suggested changes or updates to
Federal and State law to address unregu-
lated custody transfers;

“(1n) suggested changes or updates to
child protection practices to address unregu-
lated custody transfers; and

“(111) methods of providing to the pub-
lic information regarding adoption and
child protection; and
“(E) a description of the activities carried

out under subsection (c).”.
SEC. 506. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 206 of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 5115)
18 amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 206. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“la) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 and such sums as
may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027
to carry out programs and activities authorized under this

tatle.
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“(b) ALLOCATION.—Not less than 35 percent and not
more than 50 percent of the funds appropriated under sub-
section (a) shall be allocated for activities under subsections
(b)(10) and (¢c) of section 2053.

“(c) AVAILABILITY.—Funds appropriated pursuant to
authorizations in this title shall remain available until ex-
pended for the purposes for which the funds were appro-
priated.”.
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