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Oktibbeha, Panola, Pearl River, Perry, Pike Pontotoc, Prentiss, Quitman, 
Rankin, Scott, Sharkey, Simpson, Smith, Stone, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, 
Tate, Tippah, Tishomingo, Tunica, Union, Walthall, Warren, Washington, 
Wayne, Webster, Wilkinson, Winston, Yalobusha, Yazoo in the State of 
Mississippi. 

And, as to such contracts to be performed in such jurisdictions, I do hereby 
suspend, until otherwise provided, the provisions of any Executive Order, 
proclamation, rule, regulation, or other directive providing for the payment 
of wages, which provisions are dependent upon determinations by the Sec-
retary of Labor under section 3142 of title 40, United States Code; 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7925 of September 8, 2005 

National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of 
Hurricane Katrina 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst natural disasters in our Nation’s 
history and has caused unimaginable devastation and heartbreak through-
out the Gulf Coast Region. A vast coastline of towns and communities has 
been decimated. Many lives have been lost, and hundreds of thousands of 
our fellow Americans are suffering great hardship. To honor the memory 
of those who lost their lives, to provide comfort and strength to the families 
of the victims, and to help ease the burden of the survivors, I call upon 
all Americans to pray to Almighty God and to perform acts of service. 

As we observe a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims 
of Hurricane Katrina, we pledge our support for those who have been in-
jured and for the communities that are struggling to rebuild. We offer 
thanks to God for the goodness and generosity of so many Americans who 
have come together to provide relief and bring hope to fellow citizens in 
need. Our Nation is united in compassion for the victims and in resolve 
to overcome the tremendous loss that has come to America. We will strive 
together in this effort, and we will prevail through perseverance and pray-
er. 

Americans are reaching out to those who suffer by opening their hearts, 
homes, and communities. Their actions demonstrate the greatest compas-
sion one person may show to another: to love your neighbor as yourself. 
Across our Nation, so many selfless deeds reflect the promise of the Scrip-
ture: ‘‘For I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave 
Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in.’’ I encourage all Americans 
to respond with acts of kindness in the days ahead. By contributing time, 
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money, or needed goods to a relief organization and by praying for the sur-
vivors and those in recovery efforts, we can make a tremendous difference 
in the lives of those in need. 

Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath resulted in a considerable loss of life. 
We pray that God will bless the souls of the lost, and that He will comfort 
their families and friends and all lives touched by this disaster. As the 
American people unite to help those who are hurting, we share a deter-
mination to stand by those affected by Hurricane Katrina in the months and 
years ahead as they rebuild their lives and reclaim their future. We are de-
termined that the Gulf Coast region will rise again. The tasks before us are 
enormous, and so is the heart of America. We will continue to comfort and 
care for the survivors. We will once again show the world that the worst 
adversities bring out the best in the American people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 16, 2005, 
as a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurricane 
Katrina. I ask that the people of the United States and places of worship 
mark this National Day of Prayer and Remembrance with memorial services 
and other appropriate observances. I also encourage all Americans to re-
member those who have suffered in the disaster by offering prayers and 
giving their hearts and homes for those who now, more than ever, need our 
compassion and our support. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7926 of September 9, 2005 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Across our country, the entrepreneurial spirit of minority businesses is 
strong and growing. By creating jobs and advancing opportunities, these 
businesses improve lives and transform neighborhoods throughout our Na-
tion. During Minority Enterprise Development Week, we recognize minor-
ity entrepreneurs and their employees for their commitment to free enter-
prise and equal opportunity. 

Minority businesses are an essential part of a society in which personal ini-
tiative is encouraged and in which opportunity is within the reach of all 
of our citizens. Significant increases in minority business ownership are 
providing an engine for economic growth and helping more of our citizens 
succeed. By fueling job creation and providing goods and services to con-
sumers, these businesses are helping to lift communities and provide hope. 
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