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Federal Maritime Commission § 535.101 

[69 FR 75853, Dec. 20, 2004, as amended at 70 
FR 31370, June 1, 2005; 74 FR 50725, Oct. 1, 
2009] 

PART 535—OCEAN COMMON 
CARRIER AND MARINE TERMINAL 
OPERATOR AGREEMENTS SUB-
JECT TO THE SHIPPING ACT OF 
1984 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
535.101 Authority. 
535.102 Purpose. 
535.103 Policies. 
535.104 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Scope 

535.201 Subject agreements. 
535.202 Non-subject agreements. 

Subpart C—Exemptions 

535.301 Exemption procedures. 
535.302 Exemptions for certain modifica-

tions of effective agreements. 
535.303 Husbanding agreements—exemption. 
535.304 Agency agreements—exemption. 
535.305 Equipment interchange agree-

ments—exemption. 
535.306 Nonexclusive transshipment agree-

ments—exemption. 
535.307 Agreements between or among whol-

ly-owned subsidiaries and/or their par-
ent—exemption. 

535.308 Marine terminal agreements—ex-
emption. 

535.309 Marine terminal services agree-
ments—exemption. 

535.310 Marine terminal facilities agree-
ments—exemption. 

535.311 Low market share agreements—ex-
emption. 

535.312 Vessel charter party—exemption. 

Subpart D—Filing of Agreements 

535.401 General requirements. 
535.402 Complete and definite agreements. 
535.403 Form of agreements. 
535.404 Agreement provisions. 
535.405 Organization of conference agree-

ments. 
535.406 Modification of agreements. 
535.407 Application for waiver. 
535.408 Activities that may be conducted 

without further filings. 

Subpart E—Information Form Requirements 

535.501 General requirements. 
535.502 Agreements subject to the Informa-

tion Form requirements. 
535.503 Information Form. 

535.504 Application for waiver. 

Subpart F—Action on Agreements 

535.601 Preliminary review—rejection of 
agreements. 

535.602 FEDERAL REGISTER notice. 
535.603 Comment. 
535.604 Waiting period. 
535.605 Requests for expedited review. 
535.606 Requests for additional information. 
535.607 Failure to comply with requests for 

additional information. 
535.608 Confidentiality of submitted mate-

rial. 
535.609 Negotiations. 

Subpart G—Reporting Requirements 

535.701 General requirements. 
535.702 Agreements subject to Monitoring 

Report and alternative periodic reporting 
requirements. 

535.703 Monitoring Report form. 
535.704 Filing of minutes. 
535.705 Application for waiver. 

Subpart H—Mandatory and Prohibited 
Provisions 

535.801 Independent action. 
535.802 Service contracts. 
535.803 Ocean freight forwarder compensa-

tion. 

Subpart I—Penalties 

535.901 Failure to file. 
535.902 Falsification of reports. 

Subpart J—Paperwork Reduction 

535.991 OMB control numbers assigned pur-
suant to the Paperwork Reduction Act. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 535—INFORMATION FORM 
AND INSTRUCTIONS 

APPENDIX B TO PART 535—MONITORING RE-
PORT AND INSTRUCTIONS 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 553; 46 U.S.C. 305, 
40101–40104, 40301–40307, 40501–40503, 40901– 
40904, 41101–41109, 41301–41302, and 41305–41307. 

SOURCE: 69 FR 64414, Nov. 4, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 
§ 535.101 Authority. 

The rules in this part are issued pur-
suant to the authority of section 4 of 
the Administrative Procedure Act (5 
U.S.C. 553), sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 
11, 13, 15, 16, 17, and 19 of the Shipping 
Act of 1984 (‘‘the Act’’) (46 U.S.C. 305, 
40101–40104, 40301–40307, 40501–40503, 
40901–40904, 41101–41109, 41301–41302, and 
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46 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–09 Edition) § 535.102 

41305–41307), and the Ocean Shipping 
Reform Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105–258, 112 
Stat. 1902. 

[69 FR 64414, Nov. 4, 2004, as amended at 74 
FR 50727, Oct. 1, 2009] 

§ 535.102 Purpose. 

This part implements those provi-
sions of the Act that govern agree-
ments by or among ocean common car-
riers and agreements among marine 
terminal operators and among one or 
more marine terminal operators and 
one or more ocean common carriers. 
This part also sets forth more specifi-
cally certain procedures provided for in 
the Act. 

§ 535.103 Policies. 

(a) The Act requires that agreements 
be processed and reviewed, upon their 
initial filing, according to strict statu-
tory deadlines. This part is intended to 
establish procedures for the orderly 
and expeditious review of filed agree-
ments in accordance with the statu-
tory requirements. 

(b) The Act requires that agreements 
be reviewed, upon their initial filing, 
to ensure compliance with all applica-
ble provisions of the Act and empowers 
the Commission to obtain information 
to conduct that review. This part iden-
tifies those types of agreements that 
must be accompanied by information 
submissions when they are first filed, 
and sets forth the kind of information 
for certain agreements that the Com-
mission believes relevant to that re-
view. Only information that is relevant 
to such a review is requested. It is the 
policy of the Commission to keep the 
costs of regulation to a minimum and 
at the same time obtain information 
needed to fulfill its statutory responsi-
bility. 

(c) To further the goal of expedited 
processing and review of agreements 
upon their initial filing, agreements 
are required to meet certain minimum 
requirements as to form. These re-
quirements are intended to ensure ex-
pedited review and should assist par-
ties in preparing agreements. These re-
quirements as to form do not affect the 
substance of an agreement and are in-
tended to allow parties the freedom to 
develop innovative commercial rela-

tionships and provide efficient and eco-
nomic transportation systems. 

(d) The Act itself excludes certain 
agreements from the filing require-
ments and authorizes the Commission 
to exempt other classes of agreements 
from any requirement of the Act or 
this part. To minimize delay in the im-
plementation of routine agreements 
and to avoid the private and public 
cost of unnecessary regulation, certain 
classes of agreements are exempt from 
the filing requirements of this part. 

(e) Under the regulatory framework 
established by the Act, the role of the 
Commission as a monitoring agency 
has been enhanced. The Act favors 
greater freedom in allowing parties to 
form their commercial arrangements. 
This, however, requires greater moni-
toring of agreements after they have 
become effective to assure their con-
tinued compliance with all applicable 
provisions of the Act. The Act empow-
ers the Commission to impose certain 
recordkeeping and reporting require-
ments. This part identifies those agree-
ments that require specific record re-
tention and reporting to the Commis-
sion and prescribes the applicable pe-
riod of record retention, the form and 
content of such reporting, and the ap-
plicable time periods for filing with the 
Commission. Only information that is 
necessary to assure that the Commis-
sion’s monitoring responsibilities will 
be fulfilled is requested. 

(f) The Act requires that conference 
agreements contain certain mandatory 
provisions. Each conference agreement 
must: 

(1) State its purpose; 
(2) Provide reasonable and equal 

terms and conditions for admission and 
readmission to membership; 

(3) Allow for withdrawal from mem-
bership upon reasonable notice without 
penalty; 

(4) Require an independent neutral 
body to police the conference, if re-
quested by a member; 

(5) Prohibit conduct specified in sec-
tions 10(c)(1) or 10(c)(3) of the Act (46 
U.S.C. 41105(1) or 41105(3)); 

(6) Provide for a consultation proc-
ess; 

(7) Establish procedures for consid-
ering shippers’ requests and com-
plaints; and 
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