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the vehicle. Securement systems must
provide a downward force equivalent to
at least 20 percent of the weight of the
article of cargo if the article is not
fully contained within the structure of
the vehicle. If the article is fully con-
tained within the structure of the vehi-
cle, it may be secured in accordance
with Sec. 393.106(b).

(c) Equivalent means of securement.
The means of securing articles of cargo
are considered to meet the perform-
ance requirements of this section if the
cargo is ‘*

(1) Immobilized, such so that it can-
not shift or tip to the extent that the
vehicle’s stability or maneuverability
is adversely affected; or

(2) Transported in a sided vehicle
that has walls of adequate strength,
such that each article of cargo within
the vehicle is in contact with, or suffi-
ciently close to a wall or other articles,
so that it cannot shift or tip to the ex-
tent that the vehicle’s stability or ma-
neuverability is adversely affected; or

(3) Secured in accordance with the
applicable requirements of §§393.104
through 393.136.

[71 FR 35832, June 22, 2006]

§393.104 What standards must cargo
securement devices and systems
meet in order to satisfy the require-
ments of this subpart?

(a) General. All devices and systems
used to secure cargo to or within a ve-
hicle must be capable of meeting the
requirements of §393.102.

(b) Prohibition on the use of damaged
securement devices. All tiedowns, cargo

§393.104

securement systems, parts and compo-
nents used to secure cargo must be in
proper working order when used to per-
form that function with no damaged or
weakened components, such as, but not
limited to, cracks or cuts that will ad-
versely affect their performance for
cargo securement purposes, including
reducing the working load limit.

(c) Vehicle structures and anchor
points. Vehicle structures, floors, walls,
decks, tiedown anchor points,
headerboards, bulkheads, stakes, posts,
and associated mounting pockets used
to contain or secure articles of cargo
must be strong enough to meet the per-
formance criteria of §393.102, with no
damaged or weakened components,
such as, but not limited to, cracks or
cuts that will adversely affect their
performance for cargo securement pur-
poses, including reducing the working
load limit.

(d) Material for dunnage, chocks, cra-
dles, shoring bars, blocking and bracing.
Material used as dunnage or dunnage
bags, chocks, cradles, shoring bars, or
used for blocking and bracing, must
not have damage or defects which
would compromise the effectiveness of
the securement system.

(e) Manufacturing standards for tie-
down assemblies. Tiedown assemblies
(including chains, wire rope, steel
strapping, synthetic webbing, and cord-
age) and other attachment or fastening
devices used to secure articles of cargo
to, or in, commercial motor vehicles
must conform to the following applica-
ble standards:
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(f) Use of tiedowns. (1) Tiedowns and
securing devices must not contain
knots.

(2) If a tiedown is repaired, it must be
repaired in accordance with the appli-
cable standards in paragraph (e) of this
section, or the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions.

(3) Each tiedown must be attached
and secured in a manner that prevents
it from becoming loose, unfastening,
opening or releasing while the vehicle
is in transit.

(4) Edge protection must be used
whenever a tiedown would be subject to
abrasion or cutting at the point where
it touches an article of cargo. The edge
protection must resist abrasion, cut-
ting and crushing.

[67 FR 61225, Sept. 27, 2002, as amended at 71
FR 356833, June 22, 2006]

§393.106 What are the general require-
ments for securing articles of
cargo?

(a) Applicability. The rules in this sec-
tion are applicable to the transpor-
tation of all types of articles of cargo,
except commodities in bulk that lack
structure or fixed shape (e.g., liquids,
gases, grain, liquid concrete, sand,
gravel, aggregates) and are transported
in a tank, hopper, box, or similar de-
vice that forms part of the structure of
a commercial motor vehicle. The rules
in this section apply to the cargo types
covered by the commodity-specific
rules of §393.116 through §393.136. The
commodity-specific rules take prece-
dence over the general requirements of
this section when additional require-
ments are given for a commodity listed
in those sections.

(b) General. Cargo must be firmly im-
mobilized or secured on or within a ve-
hicle by structures of adequate
strength, dunnage or dunnage bags,
shoring bars, tiedowns or a combina-
tion of these.

(c) Cargo placement and restraint. (1)
Articles of cargo that are likely to roll
must be restrained by chocks, wedges,
a cradle or other equivalent means to
prevent rolling. The means of pre-
venting rolling must not be capable of
becoming unintentionally unfastened
or loose while the vehicle is in transit.

§393.108

(2) Articles or cargo placed beside
each other and secured by transverse
tiedowns must either:

(i) Be placed in direct contact with
each other, or

(ii) Be prevented from shifting to-
wards each other while in transit.

(d) Aggregate working load limit for
tiedowns. The aggregate working load
limit of tiedowns used to secure an ar-
ticle or group of articles against move-
ment must be at least one-half times
the weight of the article or group of ar-
ticles. The aggregate working load
limit is the sum of:

(1) One-half the working load limit of
each tiedown that goes from an anchor
point on the vehicle to an anchor point
on an article of cargo;

(2) One-half the working load limit of
each tiedown that is attached to an an-
chor point on the vehicle, passes
through, over, or around the article of
cargo, and is then attached to an an-
chor point on the same side of the vehi-
cle.

(3) The working load limit for each
tiedown that goes from an anchor point
on the vehicle, through, over, or
around the article of cargo, and then
attaches to another anchor point on
the other side of the vehicle.

[67 FR 61225, Sept. 27, 2002, as amended at 68
FR 56208, Sept. 30, 2003; 71 FR 35833, June 22,
2006]

§393.108 How is the working load
limit of a tiedown, or the load re-
straining value of a friction mat, de-
termined?

(a) The working load limit (WLL) of
a tiedown, associated connector or at-
tachment mechanism is the lowest
working load limit of any of its compo-
nents (including tensioner), or the
working load limit of the anchor points
to which it is attached, whichever is
less.

(b) The working load limits of
tiedowns may be determined by using
either the tiedown manufacturer’s
markings or by using the tables in this
section. The working load limits listed
in the tables are to be used when the
tiedown material is not marked by the
manufacturer with the working load
limit. Tiedown materials which are
marked by the manufacturer with
working load limits that differ from
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