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original condition if one or more com-
ponents fail.

Operation and maintenance (O&M)
agreement means the document that, in
conjunction with the APO, specifies
the operation and maintenance respon-
sibilities of the participants for con-
servation practices installed with AMA
assistance.

Participant means a person, legal en-
tity, joint operation, or Indian Tribe
that is receiving payment or is respon-
sible for implementing the terms and
conditions of an AMA contract.

Payment means the financial assist-
ance provided to the participant based
on the estimated costs incurred in per-
forming or implementing conservation
practices, including costs for planning,
design, materials, equipment, installa-
tion, labor, maintenance, management,
or training, as well as the estimated in-
come foregone by the producer for the
designated conservation practices.

Person means, as defined in 7 CFR
part 1400, an individual, natural person
and does not include a legal entity.

Producer means a person, legal enti-
ty, joint operation, or Indian Tribe
that has an interest in the agricultural
operation, according to 7 CFR part
1400, or who is engaged in agricultural
production or forestry management.

Resource concern means a specific
natural resource problem that rep-
resents a significant concern in a State
or region and is likely to be addressed
successfully through the implementa-
tion of the conservation practices by
participants.

Secretary means the Secretary of
USDA.

Socially disadvantaged farmer or ranch-
er means a farmer or rancher who has
been subjected to racial or ethnic prej-
udices because of their identity as a
member of a group without regard to
their individual qualities.

State Conservationist means the NRCS
employee authorized to direct and su-
pervise NRCS activities in a State,
Caribbean Area, or Pacific Islands
Area.

Structural practice means a conserva-
tion practice, including a vegetative
practice, that involves establishing,
constructing, or installing a site-spe-
cific measure to conserve and protect a
resource from degradation, or improve
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soil, water, air, or related natural re-
sources in the most cost-effective man-
ner. Examples include, but are not lim-
ited to, animal waste management fa-
cilities, terraces, grassed waterways,
tailwater pits, livestock water develop-
ments, contour grass strips,
filterstrips, critical area plantings,
tree plantings, establishment or im-
provement of wildlife habitat, and cap-
ping of abandoned wells.

Technical assistance means technical
expertise, information, and tools nec-
essary for the conservation of natural
resources on land active in agricul-
tural, forestry, or related uses. The
term includes the following:

(1) Technical services provided di-
rectly to farmers, ranchers, and other
eligible entities, such as conservation
planning, technical consultation, and
assistance with design and implemen-
tation of conservation practices; and

(2) Technical infrastructure, includ-
ing activities, processes, tools, and
agency functions needed to support de-
livery of technical services, such as
technical standards, resource inven-
tories, training, data, technology, mon-
itoring, and effects analyses.

Technical Service Provider (TSP)
means an individual, private-sector en-
tity, or public agency certified by
NRCS to provide technical services to
program participants or in lieu of, or
on behalf of NRCS.

§1465.4 National priorities.

(a) The Chief, with advice from State
Conservationists, will identify national
priorities to achieve the conservation
objectives of AMA.

(b) National priorities will be used to
guide annual funding allocations to
States. (¢) State Conservationists will
use national priorities in conjunction
with State and local priorities to
prioritize and select AMA applications
for funding.

(d) NRCS will undertake periodic re-
views of the national priorities and the
effects of program delivery at the
State and local levels to adapt the pro-
gram to address emerging resource
issues.

§1465.5 Program requirements.

(a) Participation in AMA is vol-
untary. The participant, in cooperation
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