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§1450.203 Eligible persons and legal
entities.

(a) In order to be eligible to enter
into a BCAP contract for this subpart,
a person or legal entity must be an
owner, operator, or tenant of eligible
land within a project area, as defined
in §1450.204 and be the person or entity
with the ability to perform under the
terms of the contract.

(b) [Reserved]

§1450.204 Eligible land.

(a) For the purposes of this subpart,
eligible land must be physically and le-
gally capable of producing an eligible
crop and must be:

(1) Agricultural land; or

(2) Nonindustrial private forest land.

(b) For the purposes of this subpart,
eligible land is not:

(1) Federal- or State-owned land, in-
cluding land owned by local govern-
ments or municipalities;

(2) Land that is native sod;

(3) Land enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Program operated under part
1410 of this chapter;

(4) Land enrolled in the Wetlands Re-
serve Program operated under part 1467
of this chapter; or

(5) Land enrolled in the Grassland
Reserve Program operated under part
1415 of this chapter.

§1450.205 Duration of contracts.

(a) Contracts under this subpart will
be for a term of up to:

(1) 5 years for annual and non-woody
perennial crops; and

(2) 15 years for woody perennial
Crops.

(b) The establishment time period
may vary due to: Type of crop, agro-
nomic conditions (for example, estab-
lishment time frame, winter hardi-
ness), and other factors.

§1450.206 Obligations of participant.

(a) All participants subject to a
BCAP contract must:

(1) Carry out the terms and condi-
tions of the contract;

(2) Make available to CCC or to an in-
stitution of higher education or other
entity designated by CCC, such infor-
mation as CCC determines to be appro-
priate to promote the production of eli-
gible crops and the development of re-

§1450.206

newable biomass conversion tech-
nology;

(3) Comply with the highly erodible
land and wetland conservation require-
ments of part 12 of this title;

(4) Implement a:

(i) Conservation plan,

(ii) Forest stewardship plan, or

(iii) Equivalent plan.

(5) Implement the conservation plan,
forest stewardship plan, or equivalent
plan which is part of such contract, in
accordance with the schedule of dates
included in such conservation plan, for-
est stewardship plan, or equivalent
plan, unless CCC determines that the
participant cannot fully implement the
conservation plan, forest stewardship
plan, or equivalent plan for reasons be-
yond the producer’s control and CCC
and the participant agree to a modified
plan.

(6) Demonstrate compliance with the
conservation plan, forest stewardship
plan, or equivalent plan through re-
quired self-certification subject to
compliance spot checks, as determined
by CCC.

(7) Establish temporary vegetative
cover either within the timeframes re-
quired by the conservation plan, forest
stewardship plan, or equivalent plan or
as determined by the Deputy Adminis-
trator, if the eligible crops cannot be
timely established; and

(8) If the participant has a share of
the payment greater than zero, be
jointly and severally responsible with
the other contract participants for
compliance with the provisions of such
contract and the provisions of this
part, and for any refunds or payment
adjustments that may be required for
violations of any of the terms and con-
ditions of the contract and this part.

(b) Payments may cease and pro-
ducers may be subject to contract ter-
mination for failure to establish eligi-
ble crops.

(c) A contract will not be terminated
for failure by the participant to estab-
lish an approved cover on the land if,
as determined by CCC:

(1) The failure to plant or establish
such cover was due to a natural dis-
aster such as excessive rainfall, flood-
ing, or drought; and

(2) The participant establishes the
approved cover as soon as practicable
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