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§2500.106

and focus areas based on the critical
needs of the socially disadvantaged
farmer and rancher community. For
standard OASDFR projects, competi-
tive grants or cooperative agreements
will be awarded to support programs
and services, as appropriate, to encour-
age and assist socially disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers in the following
focus areas:

(a) Owning and operating farms and
ranches;

(b) Participating equitably in the full
range of agricultural programs offered
by the Department; and

(c) Other areas as specified by the
Secretary in the RFP.

§2500.106 Funding restrictions.

Funds made available under this sub-
part shall not be used for the construc-
tion of a new building or facility or the
acquisition, expansion, remodeling, or
alteration of an existing facility (in-
cluding site grading and improvement,
and architect fees).

§2500.107 Matching.

Matching funds are not required as a
condition of receiving awards under
this subpart.

§2500.108 Term of award.

The award term will be defined in the
OAO award agreement, and can be later
amended upon approval of OAO.

§2500.109 Program requirements.

Grants and cooperative agreements
under this subpart shall address the
priorities in the Department that in-
volve providing outreach and technical
assistance to socially disadvantaged
farmers, ranchers, and forest land-
owners to own and operate farms and
participate equitably in agricultural
programs; and other priorities as deter-
mined by the Secretary.
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Subpart A—General Information

§2502.1 Applicability of regulations.

(a) This part contains program-spe-
cific definitions for the ACE Grants
Program.

(b) Subpart B establishes the criteria
to be used in determining eligibility
for an ACE grant award and the re-
quirements for the delivery of program
benefits and services, including who is
considered eligible to receive such ben-
efits and services and what the respon-
sibilities are of ACE grantees.

(c) Subpart C establishes that, unless
otherwise provided herein, the proce-
dures for applying for ACE grants, the
processes to be followed by OAO in
evaluating grant proposals and award-
ing program funds, and the procedures
for post-award administration of ACE
grants are those set forth in a rule pro-
posed ON DATE to codify provisions at
7 CFR part 2500, subparts A, B, C, D,
and E.

§2502.2 Definitions.

As used in this part (unless otherwise
indicated):

Agency means the Office of Advocacy
and Outreach (OAO), an agency of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) or a successor agency.

Agricultural Employer means any per-
son or entity which employs, as defined
in the Migrant and Seasonal Agricul-
tural Worker Protection Act, 29 U.S.C.
1802, individuals engaged in agricul-
tural employment and may include
farmers, ranchers, dairy operators, ag-
ricultural cooperatives, and farm labor
contractors.
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