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§ 644.489 Conditions of sale of chapels. 
When sold under the provisions of 

§ 644.490, chapels shall be sold subject to 
the condition that during their useful 
life they will be maintained and used 
as shrines or memorials, or for reli-
gious purposes, and not for any com-
mercial, industrial, or other similar 
use. The contract or deed of sale will 
provide further that in the event the 
purchaser fails to maintain and use the 
chapel for such purposes there shall be-
come due and payable to the Govern-
ment the difference, if any, between 
the appraised fair market value of the 
chapel, as of the date of the sale, with-
out restriction on its use, and the price 
actually paid. This difference should be 
figured at the time of sale and included 
in the contract of sale or deed of con-
veyance. 

§ 644.490 Determining price and provi-
sions of sale for chapels. 

(a) Price. The sale price of the chapel 
structure in the case of sale for use as 
a shrine, or memorial, or denomina-
tional house of worship, will be at its 
fair value in the light of the conditions 
imposed relating to its future use, and 
the estimated cost of removal from the 
site. Appraisals made to establish the 
price of specific chapels will be predi-
cated on: 

(1) The fair value of the material in 
place, less the cost of dismantling, re-
moval of the material to the outside 
limits of the installation, and the cost 
of restoring the site. 

(2) The restrictions imposed on the 
future use of the chapel with due re-
gard to the difference between the fair 
value price obtainable in the open mar-
ket and that which might be obtain-
able in the limited market to which 
sale is restricted. 

(3) In addition to the criteria set 
forth in paragraphs (a)(1) and (2) of this 
section cognizance will be taken of the 
prevailing prices of chapels being sold 
by other disposal agencies within the 
general area in which chapels are being 
disposed of by the Corps of Engineers. 

(b) Provisions of sale. (1) Disposal of 
chapels which are not excess or surplus 
will be conditioned on the removal of 
the chapels from the premises. In the 
disposal of chapels located on excess or 
surplus leased land, no commitments 

will be made to purchasers for the con-
tinued use of utilities and services 
(sewer, water, electric, fire protection, 
guarding). Arrangements may be made 
between the lessor of the premises and 
the purchaser to leave the chapels in 
place, provided the lessor releases the 
Government from any and all obliga-
tions to restore the premises occupied 
by the chapel. 

(2) Care will be exercised that, prior 
to the disposal of the chapel, equip-
ment such as organs, hymn books, and 
other ecclesiastical furnishings have 
been removed or shipped in accordance 
with applicable regulations. 

(3) All copies of the contract evidenc-
ing the sale of chapels will be accom-
panied by copies of the instructions, if 
any, received from the Chief of Chap-
lains authorizing the disposal. If no 
such instructions have been received, 
the DE will attach a statement that in 
the absence of instructions, all known 
interested parties have been contacted 
and that the disposal has been made 
after due consideration of applications, 
the uses to be made of the chapel build-
ing and the need therefor. 

§ 644.491 Coordination with the Chief 
of Chaplains. 

The DE will submit applications for 
the purchase of chapels to DAEN-REM, 
who will request the Chief of Chaplains 
to select the purchaser and advise 
DAEN-REM of his selection. Where no 
applications are obtained as a result of 
the advertising, the DE will so advise 
the Chief of Chaplains, reporting steps 
taken to obtain a purchaser, and rec-
ommending that the chapel be sold 
without conditions, in the same man-
ner as provided for disposal of other 
buildings. If the Chief of Chaplains 
does not approve this recommendation 
or issue other appropriate disposal in-
structions within a period of 60 days, 
DAEN-REM will be informed. 

§ 644.492 Report on disposal of chapel. 

As soon as practicable after the sale 
has been consummated, notification of 
disposal of chapels will be made by the 
DE direct to the Chief of Chaplains, 
with a copy to HQDA (DAEN-REM) 
WASH DC 20314, by letter, which will 
contain the following information: 
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(a) Location and brief description of 
chapel or chapels. 

(b) Reference to disposal instruc-
tions, if any, received from the Chief of 
Chaplains. 

(c) Identity of purchaser and price 
paid. 

§ 644.493 Release of restrictions on 
chapels sold. 

Where the purchaser fails to main-
tain and use the chapel in accordance 
with the conditions of sale, or the pur-
chaser requests release of the condi-
tions, the facts will be reported to 
DAEN-REM with appropriate rec-
ommendations. DAEN-REM may re-
lease the purchaser from the conditions 
of sale without payment of a monetary 
consideration upon a determination 
that the property no longer serves the 
purpose for which it was sold, or that 
such release will not prevent accom-
plishment of the purpose for which the 
property was sold. 

§ 644.494 Donation, abandonment or 
destruction. 

(a) General. Improvements may be 
abandoned, destroyed or donated to a 
public body, upon a finding in writing 
by the DE (but in no event shall such 
finding be made by the official directly 
accountable for the property) that the 
property has no commercial value or 
that the estimated cost of its contin-
ued care and handling would exceed the 
estimated proceeds from its sale, or 
that abandonment or destruction is re-
quired by military necessity, or by con-
siderations of health, safety or secu-
rity. 

(b) Finding of Fact. The finding will 
be prepared as a separate document 
headed: Finding of Fact for llllll 

The finding will be sufficiently com-
plete within itself to justify the deci-
sion to donate, abandon, or destroy the 
property proposed, without outside ref-
erence. It will be drafted to provide, 
where the finding is made by the Dis-
trict Engineer, for approval by the Di-
vision Engineer. Finding of fact con-
cerning property which had an original 
cost in excess of $500,000 requires the 
approval of DAEN-REM. A copy of each 
such finding, so approved, will be for-
warded by the DE to the regional office 
of GSA. 

§ 644.495 Donation to a public body. 

A public body, as defined by GSA for 
this purpose, means any State, terri-
tory or possession of the United States, 
any political subdivision thereof, the 
District of Columbia, any agency or in-
strumentality of any of the foregoing, 
or any agency of the Federal Govern-
ment. Property as to which findings of 
fact have been made, may be donated 
to a public body. 

§ 644.496 Abandonment. 

Abandonment, as used herein, has 
reference to cases where the lessor or a 
permittor Government agency is un-
willing to accept transfer of buildings 
or improvements in lieu of restoration, 
but is willing to permit the Depart-
ment to leave buildings or improve-
ments having no net salvage value on 
their premises. It is desirable to trans-
fer title of or accountability for im-
provements having no net salvage 
value to lessors or permittors instead 
of obtaining their consent to abandon 
such improvements. Abandonment as 
authorized herein will not be a means 
for dropping accountability or respon-
sibility for maintenance of improve-
ments on non-excess land. 

§ 644.497 Destruction. 

Disposal by the Corps of Engineers, 
as authorized in AR 405–90, does not 
contemplate expenditure of funds for 
destruction of improvements which 
have no sale or salvage value. Accord-
ingly, where such improvement have 
been approved for disposal by the Corps 
of Engineers, they will be referred back 
to the appropriate Army of Air Force 
command for disposal action under AR 
405–90 or AFR 87–4 as appropriate. How-
ever, improvements with little or no 
salvage value may be included in the 
same item with other improvements 
being offered for sale which are more 
attractive improvements without an 
expenditure of Government funds. 
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