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§ 1.1016–6 Other applicable rules. 

(a) Adjustments must always be 
made to eliminate double deductions or 
their equivalent. Thus, in the case of 
the stock of a subsidiary company, the 
basis thereof must be properly adjusted 
for the amount of the subsidiary com-
pany’s losses for the years in which 
consolidated returns were made. 

(b) In determining basis, and adjust-
ments to basis, the principles of estop-
pel apply, as elsewhere under the Code, 
and prior internal revenue laws. 

§ 1.1016–10 Substituted basis. 

(a) Whenever it appears that the 
basis of property in the hands of the 
taxpayer is a substituted basis, as de-
fined in section 1016(b), the adjust-
ments indicated in §§ 1.1016–1 to 1.1016– 
6, inclusive, shall be made after first 
making in respect of such substituted 
basis proper adjustments of a similar 
nature in respect of the period during 
which the property was held by the 
transferor, donor, or grantor, or during 
which the other property was held by 
the person for whom the basis is to be 
determined. In addition, whenever it 
appears that the basis of property in 
the hands of the taxpayer is a sub-
stituted basis, as defined in section 
1016(b)(1), the adjustments indicated in 
§§ 1.1016–7 to 1.1016–9, inclusive, and in 
section 1017 shall also be made, when-
ever necessary, after first making in 
respect of such substituted basis a 
proper adjustment of a similar nature 
in respect of the period during which 
the property was held by the trans-
feror, donor, or grantor. Similar rules 
shall also be applied in the case of a se-
ries of substituted bases. 

(b)cation of this section may be illus-
trated by the following example: 

Example: A, who makes his returns upon 
the calendar year basis, in 1935 purchased the 
X Building and subsequently gave it to his 
son B. B exchanged the X Building for the Y 
Building in a tax-free exchange, and then 
gave the Y Building to his wife C. C, in deter-
mining the gain from the sale or disposition 
of the Y Building in 1954, is required to re-
duce the basis of the building by deductions 
for depreciation which were successively al-
lowed (but not less than the amount allow-
able) to A and B upon the X Building and to 
B upon the Y Building, in addition to the de-
ductions for depreciation allowed (but not 

less than the amount allowable) to herself 
during her ownership of the Y Building. 

§ 1.1017–1 Basis reductions following a 
discharge of indebtedness. 

(a) General rule for section 108(b)(2)(E). 
This paragraph (a) applies to basis re-
ductions under section 108(b)(2)(E) that 
are required by section 108(a)(1) (A) or 
(B) because the taxpayer excluded dis-
charge of indebtedness (COD income) 
from gross income. A taxpayer must 
reduce in the following order, to the 
extent of the excluded COD income 
(but not below zero), the adjusted bases 
of property held on the first day of the 
taxable year following the taxable year 
that the taxpayer excluded COD in-
come from gross income (in proportion 
to adjusted basis): 

(1) Real property used in a trade or 
business or held for investment, other 
than real property described in section 
1221(1), that secured the discharged in-
debtedness immediately before the dis-
charge; 

(2) Personal property used in a trade 
or business or held for investment, 
other than inventory, accounts receiv-
able, and notes receivable, that secured 
the discharged indebtedness imme-
diately before the discharge; 

(3) Remaining property used in a 
trade or business or held for invest-
ment, other than inventory, accounts 
receivable, notes receivable, and real 
property described in section 1221(1); 

(4) Inventory, accounts receivable, 
notes receivable, and real property de-
scribed in section 1221(1); and 

(5) Property not used in a trade or 
business nor held for investment. 

(b) Operating rules—(1) Prior tax-at-
tribute reduction. The amount of ex-
cluded COD income applied to reduce 
basis does not include any COD income 
applied to reduce tax attributes under 
sections 108(b)(2) (A) through (D) and, if 
applicable, section 108(b)(5). For exam-
ple, if a taxpayer excludes $100 of COD 
income from gross income under sec-
tion 108(a) and reduces tax attributes 
by $40 under sections 108(b)(2) (A) 
through (D), the taxpayer is required 
to reduce the adjusted bases of prop-
erty by $60 ($100¥$40) under section 
108(b)(2)(E). 
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