AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

32.608

(7T) Protective requirements that are
considered by the Government to be
prudent and feasible in the specific cir-
cumstances. The coverage of protective
terms at 32.409 and 32.501-5 may be used
as a guide.

(h) If a contractor appeal of the debt
determination is pending, the
deferment agreement shall also include
a requirement that the contractor
shall—

(1) Diligently prosecute the appeal;
and

(2) Pay the debt in full when the ap-
peal is decided, or when the parties
reach agreement on the debt amount.

(i) The deferment agreement may
provide for the right to make early
payments without prejudice, for refund
of overpayments, and for crediting of
interest.

[73 FR 54002, Sept. 17, 2008, as amended at 75
FR 53149, Aug. 30, 2010]

32.608 Interest.

32.608-1 Interest charges.

Unless specified otherwise in the
clause at 52.232-17, Interest, interest
charges shall apply to any contract
debt unpaid after 30 days from the
issuance of a demand unless—

(a) The contract is a kind excluded
under 32.611; or

(b) The contract or debt has been ex-
empted from interest charges under
agency procedures.

32.608-2 Interest credits.

(a) An equitable interest credit shall
be applied under the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) When the amount of debt initially
determined is subsequently reduced;
e.g., through a successful appeal.

(2) When any amount collected by the
Government is in excess of the amount
found to be due on appeal under the
Disputes Clause of the contract.

(3) When the collection procedures
followed in a given case result in an
overcollection of the debt due.

(4) When the responsible official de-
termines that the Government has un-
duly delayed payments to the con-
tractor on the same contract at some
time during the period to which the in-
terest charge applied, provided an in-
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terest penalty was not paid for such
late payment.

(b) Any appropriate interest credits
shall be computed under the following
procedures:

(1) Interest at the rate under 52.232-17
shall be charged on the reduced debt
from the date of collection by the Gov-
ernment until the date the monies are
remitted to the contractor.

(2) Interest may not be reduced for
any time between the due date under
the demand and the period covered by
a deferment of collection, unless the
contract includes an interest clause;
e.g., the clause prescribed in 32.611.

(3) Interest shall not be credited in
an amount that, when added to other
amounts refunded or released to the
contractor, exceeds the total amount
that has been collected, or withheld for
the purpose of collecting the debt. This
limitation shall be further reduced by
the amount of any limitation applica-
ble under paragraph (b)(2) of this sub-
section.

32.609 Delays in receipt of notices or
demands.

If interest is accrued based on the
date of the demand letter and delivery
of the demand letter is delayed by the
Government (e.g., undue delay after
dating at the originating office or
delays in the mail), the date of the debt
and accrual of interest shall be ex-
tended to a time that is fair and rea-
sonable under the particular cir-
cumstances.

32.610 Compromising debts.

For debts under $100,000, excluding
interest, the designated agency official
may compromise the debt pursuant to
the Federal Claims Collection Stand-
ards (31 CFR part 902) and agency regu-
lations. Unless specifically authorized
by agency procedures, contracting offi-
cers cannot compromise debts.

32.611 Contract clause.

(a) The contracting officer shall in-
sert the clause at 52.232—17, Interest, in
solicitations and contracts unless it is
contemplated that the contract will be
in one or more of the following cat-
egories:

(1) Contracts at or below the sim-
plified acquisition threshold.
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