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with eligible entities to further re-
search, extension, or teaching pro-
grams in the food and agricultural 
sciences. Eligible entities are any 
State agricultural experimental sta-
tion, State cooperative extension serv-
ice, any college or university, other re-
search or education institution or or-
ganization, Federal or private agency 
or organization, an individual, or other 
party, either foreign or domestic. 

§ 550.104 Competition. 
REE Agencies may enter into non-as-

sistance cooperative agreements, as 
authorized by this part, without regard 
to any requirements for competition 
specified in 2 CFR 200.202 and 200.206. (7 
U.S.C. 3318(e)). 

§ 550.105 Duration. 
REE Agencies may enter into non-as-

sistance cooperative agreements for a 
period not to exceed five years. (7 
U.S.C. 3318(c)). 

§ 550.106 Mutuality of interest. 
The REE Agency must document all 

parties’ interest in the project. Mutual 
interest exists when all parties benefit 
in the same qualitative way from the 
objectives of the award. If one party to 
the non-assistance cooperative agree-
ment would independently have an in-
terest in the project, which is shared 
by the other party, and all parties con-
tribute resources to obtain the end re-
sult of the project, mutual interest ex-
ists. 

§ 550.107 Exceptions. 
This part does not apply to: 
(a) USDA Federal Financial Assist-

ance agreements subject to 2 CFR parts 
400 and 415; 

(b) Procurement contracts or other 
agreements subject to the Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation (FAR) or the Ag-
riculture Acquisition Regulation 
(AgAR); or 

(c) Agreements providing loans or in-
surance directly to an individual. 

§ 550.108 Conflicting policies and devi-
ations. 

This part supersedes and takes prece-
dence over any individual REE regula-
tions and directives dealing with exe-
cuted and administered non-assistance 

cooperative agreements entered into 
under the delegated authority of 7 
U.S.C. 3318(b). This part may only be 
superseded, in whole or in part, by a 
specifically worded Federal statute, 
regulation, or Executive Order. Devi-
ations from specific provisions of part 
550 must be authorized by the USDA- 
REE-Administrative and Financial 
Management (AFM)-Financial Manage-
ment and Agreements Division 
(FMAD), or any successor organization, 
based on a documented justification. In 
the interest of maximum uniformity, 
exceptions from any requirements of 
this Part will be permitted only in un-
usual circumstances. Responsibility for 
developing, interpreting, and updating 
this Part is assigned to the USDA- 
REE-AFM-FMAD, or any successor or-
ganization. 

§ 550.109 Formation of non-assistance 
cooperative agreements. 

In lieu of 2 CFR 200.201 through 
200.204, 200.206, and 200.306, this section 
establishes project development, re-
source contributions, indirect cost re-
imbursement, and tuition remission 
provisions for non-assistance coopera-
tive agreements. 

(a) Project development. REE Agencies 
provide partial funding to cooperators 
to support research projects that con-
tribute to REE program objectives and 
help carry out the REE mission. The 
project must consist of a project plan 
and/or statement of work, and a budget 
as follows: 

(1) Project plan. A project plan must be 
jointly developed by the Agency PI and 
the cooperator, and be compliant with 
a REE program requirement. The REE 
Agency may include program-specific 
requirements, as applicable. These re-
quirements should be aligned with 
Agency strategic goals, strategic objec-
tives, or performance goals that are 
relevant to the program. 

(2) Statement of work. A detailed state-
ment of work must be jointly planned, 
developed, and prepared by the co-
operator’s PI and the Agency PI to ad-
dress the objective(s), approach, state-
ment of mutual interest, performance 
responsibilities (which may include 
specific performance goals, indicators, 
milestones, or expected outcomes, such 
as outputs, or services performed or 
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