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or marker will be relocated to the cen-
ter of the occupied gravesite, if pos-
sible. Such relocation must be accom-
plished at no expense to the Govern-
ment. The Executive Director reserves
the right to remove and dispose of the
headstone or marker and to mark the
gravesite with a Government-furnished
headstone or marker if the personal
representative or primary next of kin
fails to relocate the headstone or
marker as requested by the Executive
Director.

(e) Separate headstones or markers
may be constructed on a lot (two
gravesites) for a service member and
spouse, provided that each headstone
or marker is set at the head of the
gravesite after interment has been
made.

(f) At the time a headstone or marker
is purchased, arrangements must be
made with an appropriate commercial
firm to ensure that additional inscrip-
tions will be promptly inscribed fol-
lowing each succeeding interment in
the gravesite. Foot markers must be
authorized by the Executive Director
and may only be authorized when there
is no available space for an inscription
on the front or rear of a private head-
stone.

(g) Except as may be authorized for
marking group burials, ledger monu-
ments of freestanding cross design,
narrow shafts, and mausoleums are
prohibited.

[81 FR 65877, Sept. 26, 2016, as amended at 84
FR 45408, Aug. 29, 2019]

§553.29 Permission to construct pri-
vate headstones and markers.

(a) Headstone firms must receive per-
mission from the Executive Director to
construct a private headstone or mark-
er for use in Army National Military
Cemeteries or to add an inscription to
an existing headstone or marker in an
Army National Military Cemetery.

(b) Requests for permission must be
submitted to the Executive Director
and must include:

(1) Written consent from the personal
representative or primary next of Kin;

(2) Contact information for both the
personal representative or primary
next of kin and the headstone firm; and

(3) A scale drawing (no less than 1:12)
showing all dimensions, or a reproduc-
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tion showing detailed specifications of
design and proposed construction ma-
terial, finishing, carving, Ilettering,
exact inscription to appear on the
headstone or marker, and a trademark
or copyright designation.

(c) The Army does not endorse head-
stone firms but grants permission for
the construction of headstones or
markers in individual cases.

(d) When using sandblast equipment
to add an inscription to an existing
headstone or marker, headstone firms
shall restore the surrounding grounds
in a timely manner as determined by
the Executive Director to the condition
of the grounds before work began and
at no expense to the Government.

§553.30 Inscriptions on
headstones and markers.

An appropriate inscription for the de-
cedent will be placed on the headstone
or marker in accordance with the di-
mensions of the stone and arranged in
such a manner as to enhance the ap-
pearance of the stone. Additional in-
scriptions may be inscribed following
each succeeding interment in the
gravesite. All inscriptions will be in ac-
cordance with policies established by
the Executive Director.
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§553.31 Memorial and commemorative
monuments (other than private
headstones or markers).

The placement of memorials or com-
memorative monuments in Arlington
National Cemetery will be carried out
in accordance with 38 U.S.C. 2409(b).

§553.32 Conduct of memorial services
and ceremonies.

(a) The Executive Director shall en-
sure the sanctity of public and private
memorial and ceremonial events.

(b) All memorial services and cere-
monies within Army National Military
Cemeteries, other than official cere-
monies, shall be purely memorial in
purpose and may be dedicated only to:

(1) The memory of all those interred,
inurned, or memorialized in Army Na-
tional Military Cemeteries;

(2) The memory of all those who died
in the military service of the United
States while serving during a par-
ticular conflict or while serving in a
particular military unit or units; or
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(3) The memory of the individual or
individuals to be interred, inurned, or
memorialized at the particular site at
which the service or ceremony is held.

(c) Memorial services and ceremonies
at Army National Military Cemeteries
will not include partisan political ac-
tivities.

(d) Private memorial services may be
closed to the media and public as deter-
mined by the decedent’s primary next
of kin.

(e) Public memorial services and pub-
lic wreath-laying ceremonies shall be
open to all members of the public to
observe.

§553.33 Visitors rules for Army Na-
tional Military Cemeteries.

(a) Visiting hours. Visiting hours shall
be established by the Executive Direc-
tor and posted in conspicuous places.
No visitor is permitted to enter or re-
main in an Army National Military
Cemetery outside the established vis-
iting hours.

(b) Destruction or removal of property.
No person shall destroy, damage, muti-
late, alter, or remove any monument,
gravestone, niche cover, structure,
tree, shrub, plant, or other property lo-
cated within an Army National Mili-
tary Cemetery.

(c) Conduct within Army National Mili-
tary Cemeteries. Army National Mili-
tary Cemeteries are a national shrine
to the honored dead of the Armed
Forces, and certain acts and activities,
which may be appropriate elsewhere,
are not appropriate in Army National
Military Cemeteries. All visitors, in-
cluding persons attending or taking
part in memorial services and cere-
monies, shall observe proper standards
of decorum and decency while in an
Army National Military Cemetery.
Specifically, no person shall:

(1) Conduct any memorial service or
ceremony within an Army National
Military Cemetery without the prior
approval of the Executive Director.

(2) Engage in demonstrations prohib-
ited by 38 U.S.C. 2413.

(3) Engage in any orations, speeches,
or similar conduct to assembled groups
of people, unless such actions are part
of a memorial service or ceremony au-
thorized by the Executive Director.

§553.33

(4) Display any placards, banners,
flags, or similar devices within an
Army National Military Cemetery, un-
less first approved by the Executive Di-
rector for use in an authorized memo-
rial service or ceremony. This rule does
not apply to clothing worn by visitors.

(5) Distribute any handbill, pam-
phlet, leaflet, or other written or print-
ed matter within an Army National
Military Cemetery, except a program
approved by the Executive Director to
be provided to attendees of an author-
ized memorial service or ceremony.

(6) Bring a dog, cat, or other animal
(other than a service animal or mili-
tary working dog) within an Army Na-
tional Military Cemetery. This prohibi-
tion does not apply to persons living in
quarters located on the grounds of the
Army National Military Cemeteries.

(7) Use the cemetery grounds for rec-
reational activities (e.g., physical exer-
cise, running, jogging, sports, or pic-
nics).

(8) Ride a bicycle or similar convey-
ance in an Army National Military
Cemetery, except with a proper pass
issued by the Executive Director to
visit a gravesite or niche. An indi-
vidual visiting a relative’s gravesite or
niche may be issued a temporary pass
by the Executive Director to proceed
directly to and from the gravesite or
niche on a bicycle or similar vehicle or
conveyance.

(9) Operate a musical instrument, a
loudspeaker, or an audio device with-
out a headset within an Army National
Military Cemetery.

(10) Drive any motor vehicle within
an Army National Military Cemetery
in excess of the posted speed limit.

(11) Park any motor vehicle in any
area of an Army National Military
Cemetery designated as a no-parking
area.

(12) Leave any vehicle in the Arling-
ton National Cemetery Visitors’ Center
parking area or Soldiers’ and Airmen’s
Home National Cemetery visitors’
parking area more than thirty minutes
outside of established visiting hours or
anywhere else in an Army National
Military Cemetery outside of estab-
lished visiting hours.

(13) Consume or serve alcoholic bev-
erages without prior written permis-
sion from the Executive Director.
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