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(d) Each program contract, partner-
ship agreement, and supplemental
agreement is subject to the regulations
in place on the date it is executed.

§1464.2 Administration.

(a) The funds, facilities, and authori-
ties of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion (CCC) are available to NRCS for
carrying out RCPP. Accordingly, each
reference to NRCS in this part also re-
fers to CCC funds, facilities, and au-
thorities where applicable.

(b) No delegation in this part to
lower organizational levels will pre-
clude the Chief of NRCS from making
any determinations under this part, re-
delegating to other organizational lev-
els, or from reversing or modifying any
determination made under this part.

(c) NRCS may use other agency-wide
authorities, such as 16 U.S.C. 3842 and
31 U.S.C. 1535, to enter into agreements
with other Federal or State agencies,
Indian Tribes, conservation districts,
units of local government, public or
private organizations, and individuals
to assist NRCS with implementation of
the program in this part.

(d) To assist in the implementation
of the program, the Chief may waive
the applicability of the limitation in
section 1001D of the Food Security Act
of 1985 for participating producers if
the Chief determines that the waiver is
necessary to fulfill the objectives of
the program. Section 1001D of the Food
Security Act of 1985 does not apply to
eligible partners.

(e) NRCS will identify in each State
a program coordinator who will serve
as the primary point of contact for pro-
grammatic implementation of RCPP in
that State.

(f) NRCS will establish guidance to
assist eligible partners with quanti-
fying conservation benefits of RCPP
implementation. Due to the diversity
of natural resource issues addressed by
an RCPP project and the diversity of
conservation activities that a project
may undertake, NRCS will work with
each partner to develop project-specific
outcome approach that will be included
in the partnership agreement.

§1464.3 Definitions.

The following definitions will apply
to this part and all documents issued

§1464.3

in accordance with this part, unless
specified otherwise:

Agricultural operation means a parcel
or parcels of land whether contiguous
or noncontiguous, that is—

(1) Under the effective control of the
producer at the time the producer ap-
plies for a program contract; and

(2) That is operated by the producer
with equipment, labor, management,
and production, forestry, or cultivation
practices that are substantially sepa-
rate from other operations.

Applicant means a producer who has
requested in writing to participate in
RCPP.

Beginning farmer or rancher means a
person, Indian Tribe, Tribal corpora-
tion, or legal entity who has not mate-
rially and substantially operated a
farm, ranch, or nonindustrial private
forest land (NIPF), or who has materi-
ally and substantially operated a farm,
ranch, or NIPF for not more than 10
consecutive years, subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:

(1) In the case of a contract with an
individual, individually or with the im-
mediate family, material and substan-
tial participation requires that the in-
dividual provide substantial day-to-day
labor and management of the farm or
ranch, consistent with the practices in
the county or State where the farm is
located.

(2) In the case of a contract with an
entity or joint operation, all members
must materially and substantially par-
ticipate in the operation of the farm or
ranch, and no member may have mate-
rially and substantially operated a
farm, ranch, or NIPF for more than 10
consecutive years, and material and
substantial participation requires that
each of the members provide some
amount of the management, or labor
and management necessary for day-to-
day activities, such that if each of the
members did not provide these inputs,
operation of the farm or ranch would
be seriously impaired.

Chief means the Chief of NRCS,
USDA, or designee.

Conservation benefits means the im-
provements in the status of resource
concerns, priority resource concerns,
and similar project goals resulting
from the implementation of eligible ac-
tivities in an RCPP project area.
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