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PART 3300—AGREEMENT ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL CARRIAGE OF 
PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS AND 
ON THE SPECIAL EQUIPMENT TO 
BE USED FOR SUCH CARRIAGE 
(ATP); INSPECTION, TESTING, 
AND CERTIFICATION OF SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT 

Subpart A—Introduction 

Sec. 
3300.1 Scope of authority and purpose. 
3300.4 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Procedures for Testing of 
Equipment 

3300.7 General. 
3300.10 Measurement of the K-coefficient of 

an insulated body. 
3300.13 Determination of the efficiency of 

the thermal appliances as installed in 
the insulated body. 

Subpart C—Approval of Testing Stations 

3300.16 General. 
3300.19 Application for approval. 
3300.22 Response to application for ap-

proval. 
3300.25 Application for renewal of approval. 
3300.28 Response to application for renewal 

of approval. 
3300.31 Termination of approval. 

Subpart D—Procedures for Separate Test-
ing of Mechanical Refrigerating Appli-
ances 

3300.34 General. 
3300.37 Testing of a mechanical refrig-

erating appliance. 

Subpart E—Approval of Testing 
Laboratories 

3300.40 General. 
3300.43 Application for approval. 
3300.46 Response to application for ap-

proval. 
3300.49 Application for renewal of approval. 
3300.52 Response to application for renewal 

of approval. 
3300.55 Termination of approval. 

Subpart F—Certification of New Equipment 

3300.58 General. 
3300.61 Testing and verification require-

ments. 
3300.64 Application for certificate for new 

equipment produced or assembled in the 
United States or in a foreign country 

which is not a contracting party to the 
ATP. 

3300.67 Application for certificate for new 
equipment produced or assembled in a 
foreign country which is a contracting 
party to the ATP. 

3300.70 Issuance of certificate. 
3300.73 Period of validity of certificates. 

Subpart G—Certification of Equipment in 
Service 

3300.76 General. 
3300.79 Application for certificate. 
3300.82 Issuance of certificate. 
3300.85 Period of validity of certificates. 

Subpart H—Other Provisions 

3300.88 Fees for U.S. ATP certificates. 
3300.91 List of approved testing stations, ap-

proved testing laboratories, and fees for 
certificates. 

3300.94 Appeals. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, Pub. L. 97–325, Inter-
national Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs 
Act (7 U.S.C. 4403). 

SOURCE: 51 FR 33879, Sept. 24, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Introduction 

§ 3300.1 Scope of authority and pur-
pose. 

The International Carriage of Perish-
able Foodstuffs Act assigns to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture the responsibility 
for implementation of the Agreement 
on the International Carriage of Per-
ishable Foodstuffs and on the Special 
Equipment to be Used for Such Car-
riage (ATP). The purpose of this rule is 
to establish procedures for the inspec-
tion, testing, and certification of insu-
lated, refrigerated, mechanically re-
frigerated, and heated transport equip-
ment in accordance with the Act and 
the standards specified in the Agree-
ment. In the process, the intent is to 
utilize existing industry organizations 
and facilities for testing and inspection 
of equipment. The Secretary is the sole 
authority to issue certificates of com-
pliance. 

§ 3300.4 Definitions. 
Administrator means the Adminis-

trator, Office of Transportation, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, whose ad-
dress is: 1405 Auditors Building, 201 
14th Street, SW., Washington, DC 20250. 
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1 A copy of the agreement can be obtained 
by request to the ATP Manager, Office of 
Transportation, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, 1405 Auditors Building, 201 14th 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20250. 

ATP means the Agreement on the 
International Carriage of Perishable 
Foodstuffs and on the Special Equip-
ment to be Used for Such Carriage 
(ATP), and the annexes and appendices 
thereto, done at Geneva, September 1, 
1970, under the auspices of the Eco-
nomic Commission for Europe, and any 
subsequent amendments thereto. 1 

ATP manager means the person des-
ignated by the Administrator to man-
age the program established by this 
rule, whose address is: ATP Manager, 
Office of Transportation, U.S Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 1405 Auditors 
Building, 201 14th Street, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20250. 

Contracting party means a country 
which is signatory to the ATP. 

Domestic owner means an organiza-
tion incorporated or chartered under 
the laws of, and with principal office 
in, the United States, and to which one 
of the following applies: 

(a) The organization owns and oper-
ates the equipment directly. 

(b) The organization owns and oper-
ates the equipment through a wholly 
owned subsidiary in a foreign country. 

(c) The organization is a lessee or 
bailee of the equipment, and a written 
lease or bailment provides that the or-
ganization is responsible for any in-
spection, testing, and certification of 
the equipment with respect to the ATP 
rule. 

Equipment means the special trans-
port equipment that meets the defini-
tions and standards set forth in ATP, 
Annex 1, including, but not limited to, 
railcars, trucks, trailers, semitrailers, 
and intermodal freight containers that 
have an insulated body only, or an in-
sulated body equipped with a refrig-
erating, mechanically refrigerating, or 
heating appliance. 

Equipment manufacturer means an or-
ganization which producers or assem-
bles the complete unit of equipment, 
that is, the insulated body with the 
thermal appliance installed. 

Foreign owner means an organization 
registered under the laws of, or with 
principal office in, a country outside 

the United States, and which owns or 
operates the equipment. 

Foreign-ATP certificate means a cer-
tificate issued by a foreign country 
which is a contracting party to the 
ATP, attesting that the equipment 
listed in the certificate complies with 
pertinent standards in the ATP. 

Identical mechanical refrigerating ap-
pliance means an appliance which is of 
the same model number and design as 
the reference mechanical refrigerating 
appliance. 

Insulated body means the six-sided 
structural component of equipment, 
consisting of insulated doors, sidewalls, 
roof, floor, and endwall, inside which 
perishable foodstuffs are carried. 

International carriage means transpor-
tation of perishable foodstuffs if such 
foodstuffs are loaded in equipment or 
the equipment containing them is load-
ed onto a rail or road vehicle, in the 
territory of any country and such food-
stuffs are, or the equipment containing 
them is, unloaded in the territory of 
another country that is a contracting 
party, where such transportation is by: 

(a) Rail, 
(b) Road, 
(c) Any combination of rail and road, 

or 
(d) Any sea crossing of less than one 

hundred and fifty kilometers, if pre-
ceded or followed by one or more land 
journeys as referred to in clauses (a), 
(b), and (c) of this definition, and the 
perishable foodstuffs are shipped in the 
same equipment used for such land 
journeys without transloading of such 
foodstuffs. 
In the case of any transportation that 
involves one or more sea crossings 
other than as specified in clause (d) of 
this definition, each land journey shall 
be considered separately. 

New equipment means equipment pro-
duced or assembled on or after the ef-
fective date of this rule. 

Perishable foodstuffs means the quick 
deep-frozen and frozen food products 
listed in Annex 2, and the chilled food 
products listed in Annex 3 to the ATP. 

Reference equipment means a unit of 
equipment which has passed a test in 
an approved testing station, and can 
thereby serve as a basis for certifi-
cation of related serially-produced 
equipment. 
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Reference insulated body means an in-
sulated body which has passed a test in 
an approved testing station for meas-
urement of the K-coefficient of the 
body, and can thereby serve as the 
basis for approval of serially-produced 
bodies in the case in which the body 
and the mechanical refrigerating appli-
ance of the equipment are tested sepa-
rately. 

Reference mechanical refrigerating ap-
pliance means an appliance which has 
passed a test in an approved testing 
laboratory, and can thereby serve as 
the basis for approval of identical me-
chanical refrigerating appliances in the 
case in which the appliance and the in-
sulated body of the equipment are test-
ed separately. 

Serially-produced bodies means insu-
lated bodies which meet the definition 
in ATP, Annex 1 Appendix 1, paragraph 
2(c)(i). 

Serially-produced equipment means 
equipment of a specific type (con-
tainer, semi-trailer, trailer, truck, or 
container), which meets the definition 
in ATP, Annex 1, Appendix 1, para-
graphs 2(c), (i), (ii), (iii), and (iv). 

Thermal appliance means the refrig-
erating, mechanical refrigerating, or 
heating appliance which is installed in 
the insulated body of the equipment. 

United States means the fifty States 
of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Virgin Islands of the United States, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, and any other territory or 
possession of the United States. 

U.S. ATP certificate means a certifi-
cate issued by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, attesting that the equip-
ment listed in the certificate complies 
with pertinent standards in the ATP. 

U.S. ATP testing laboratory means a 
facility in the United States which has 
been approved by the Administrator to 
conduct tests of mechanical refrig-
erating appliances. 

U.S. ATP testing station means a facil-
ity in the United States which has been 
approved by the Administrator to con-
duct tests of equipment. 

Subpart B—Procedures for Testing 
of Equipment 

§ 3300.7 General. 

Testing of equipment according to 
the ATP is basically done in two 
phases: 

(a) Measurement of the insulating ca-
pacity, that is, the K-coefficient, of the 
insulated body. 

(b) Determination of the efficiency of 
the thermal appliance as installed in 
the insulated body. In the case of me-
chanically refrigerated equipment, the 
mechanical refrigerating appliance 
may be tested separate from the body. 

§ 3300.10 Measurement of the K-coeffi-
cient of an insulated body. 

The K-coefficient shall be measured 
according to the procedures in ATP, 
Annex 1, Appendix 2, paragraphs 1–28, 
and the following shall apply: 

(a) The internal heating method shall 
be used. 

(b) In ATP, Annex 1, Appendix 2, 
paragraph 8, last line, ‘‘about + 20 °C 
for the mean temperature of the walls 
of the body shall be interpreted to 
mean between +19 °C (+66 °F) and 21 °C 
(+70 °F). 

(c) A report of each test shall be com-
pleted on a form corresponding to the 
pertinent test report model prescribed 
in ATP, Annex 1, Appendix 2. Report 
forms may be obtained by a request to 
the ATP manager. 

§ 3300.13 Determination of the effi-
ciency of the thermal appliances as 
installed in the insulated body. 

In determining the efficiency of a 
thermal appliance with respect to 
maintaining a prescribed temperature 
inside the body, the procedures in ATP, 
Annex 1, Appendix 2, paragraphs 31–40 
and 43–47 shall be used. A report of 
each test shall be completed on a form 
corresponding to the pertinent test re-
port model prescribed in ATP, Annex 1, 
Appendix 2. Report forms may be ob-
tained by a request to the ATP man-
ager. 
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