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STOPPING THE DAILY BORDER CARAVAN:
TIME TO BUILD A POLICY WALL

Tuesday, May 22, 2018

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON BORDER AND MARITIME SECURITY,
Washington, DC.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:04 p.m., in room
HV(C-210, Capitol Visitor Center, Hon. Martha McSally (Chair-
woman of the subcommittee) presiding.

Present: Representatives McSally, Rogers, Hurd, Bacon, Lesko,
Vela, Correa, Demings, and Barragan.

Also present: Representatives McCaul and Jackson Lee.

Ms. McSALLy. The Committee on Homeland Security, Sub-
committee on Border and Maritime Security will come to order.

The subcommittee is meeting today to examine policies that im-
pact the Department’s ability to secure the border. I now recognize
myself for an opening statement.

Last month, a caravan of nearly 1,500 migrants was organized
by Pueblo Sin Fronteras, also known as People Without Borders,
an extremist advocacy group with the stated purpose of “abolishing
borders”. Under the guise of humanitarian action, this group facili-
tated the movement of a migrant caravan traveling more than
2,000 miles through Mexico toward the Southwest Border of the
United States. The caravan began in Tapachula on the Mexico-
Guatemala border with the express purpose of traveling to the
United States and entering our country by illegal entry, or utilizing
loopholes in immigration laws.

The reality is that this type of activity is happening every day
in smaller numbers, and without the media fanfare. Our asylum
process is broken, rife with fraudulent claims. Individuals who ar-
rive at our border have no need to dodge our border security ef-
forts, because our policies make it all too easy for them. Aliens can
simply come to a port of entry, or look for a Border Patrol agent,
and simply say that they have, “a credible fear”. Saying these sim-
ple two words permits them to be released into the country about
90 percent of the time, regardless of the merits of the claim. Once
released, they are given a notice to appear for a court date, some-
times years in the future, and a work permit after 180 days.

In 2008, DHS asylum officers referred 5,100 cases needing this
credible fear threshold to immigration courts. In 2016 it was al-
most 92,000 cases. The reason for the increase is simple: Individ-
uals have learned how to exploit the system. It should surprise no
one that many of those who claim asylum do not ever show up for
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their court date, most likely because their claim is unfounded in
the first place.

In order to ensure we maximize our ability to accommodate those
seeking to flee persecution, we must combat this fraud in order to
help those who actually have a legitimate asylum claim, who are
getting lost in a sea of fraudulent ones.

Another loophole stems from the Trafficking Victims Protection
Reauthorization Act, which is a well-meaning law, and as the name
suggests, was designed to prevent human trafficking. However, the
disparate treatment of children from Mexico and children from
noncontiguous countries like Honduras, Guatemala, and El Sal-
vador, creates a perverse incentive to put young children at risk.
We must end that loophole that puts children in the hands of
smugglers who abuse them along the way to our border. Once these
young people arrive, they are vulnerable to gang recruitment, espe-
cially the notorious MS-13, given the weakness of the vetting done
on those who sponsor those children.

Dangerous gangs such as MS-13 are not the only ones benefiting
from these loopholes. Drug cartels control the illicit movement of
people and narcotics that cross our borders. Every single migrant,
whether an unaccompanied child, family unit or single adult that
illegally crosses the Southwest Border enriches the cartels, and as-
sist their growth and their lethality.

The number of illegal border crossings during the month of
March and April show an urgent need to address these glaring
loopholes. We witnessed a 300 percent increase from April 2017,
compared to April 2018, and a 37 percent increase from last month
to this month, the largest increase month-to-month since 2011.
Traffickers, smugglers, and extremist advocacy groups are exploit-
ing these weaknesses, and putting individuals making the journey
at risk, as well as Americans who are falling victim to crimes per-
petrated by bad actors who are making their way in.

In addition, if we do not address this situation, we will be con-
fronted by another generation of DACA-like people in the near fu-
ture.

When I was in the Air Force, I traveled all over the world, and
I saw desperation and poverty that most Americans cannot fathom.
Countries around the world are dealing with extreme violence, war,
and gangs, and as human beings, we would be moved to help them,
often through the work of charitable organizations or ministries.

But the truth of the matter is that we cannot bring everyone who
is suffering here. The very definition of a country is one who con-
trols who and who does not enter. We are a Nation of immigrants,
and we welcome with open arms approximately 1 million legal im-
migrants in our country every year. However, we are also a Nation
of laws, and we cannot sit idly by as our borders are overrun by
lawlessness.

The time has come to build a policy wall, alongside the physical
wall, to force those seeking to immigrate to the United States to
do it the right way, the legal way. Congress must act to change our
immigration policy, and to close these loopholes.

Last September, the speaker appointed me and 7 other Members,
including our Chairman, to a working group tasked with address-
ing this issue. We spent countless hours diving into our broken im-
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migration and border policies. For the last 9 months, we have been
working and refining the bill that became the Goodlatte, McCaul,
MecSally, and Labrador Bill. This bill is strong on border security,
closes these legal loopholes, and ends the insanity on the border.
I have received assurances from leadership that our bill will be
brought before the House for a vote in June. I look forward to its
consideration on the floor.
[The statement of Chairwoman McSally follows:]

STATEMENT OF CHAIRWOMAN MARTHA MCSALLY

May 22, 2018

Last month a caravan of nearly 1,500 migrants was organized by Pueblo Sin
Fronteras, also known as People Without Borders, an extremist advocacy group with
the stated purpose of “abolishing borders.”

Under the guise of humanitarian action, this group facilitated the movement of
a migrant caravan traveling more than 2,000 miles through Mexico toward the
Southwest Border of the United States.

The caravan began in Tapachula on the Mexico-Guatemala border, with the ex-
press purpose of traveling to the United States and entering our country—be it by
illegal entry or utilizing loopholes in our immigration laws.

Our asylum process is broken, rife with fraudulent claims. Individuals who arrive
at our border have no need to dodge our border security efforts because our policies
make it all too easy. Aliens can simply come to a port of entry or look for a Border
Patrol agent and simply say they have a “credible fear.” Saying these simple words
permits aliens to be released into the country around 90 percent of the time regard-
less of the merit of such claims.

Once released, aliens are given a notice to appear for a court date years into the
future and a work permit after 180 days.

In 2008, DHS asylum officers referred 5,100 cases meeting this credible fear
threshold to immigration courts but in 2016 almost 92,000 cases.

The reason for the increase is simple, individuals have learned how to exploit the
system.

It should surprise no one that many of those who claim asylum do not even show
ulp to their court date—most likely because their claim was unfounded in the first
place.

In order to ensure we maximize our ability to accommodate those seeking to flee
persecution we must combat this fraud in order to help those who actually have a
legitimate asylum claim who are getting lost in the sea of fraudulent ones.

Another loophole stems from the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization
Act was a well-meaning law, and as the name suggests, was designed to prevent
human trafficking.

However, the disparate treatment of children from Mexico and the children from
non-contiguous countries like Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador creates a per-
verse incentive to put young children at risk.

We must end that loophole that puts children in the hands of smugglers who
abuse them along the way to the border.

Once these young people arrive, they are vulnerable to gang recruitment, espe-
cially the notorious MS-13 given the weakness of the vetting done on those who
sponsor these children.

Dangerous gangs such as MS-13 are not the only ones benefiting from these loop-
holes. Drug cartels control the illicit movement of people and narcotics that cross
our borders.

Every single migrant, whether an Unaccompanied Alien Child, Family Unit, or
single adult, that illegally crosses the Southwest Border enriches the cartel and as-
sists their growth and lethality.

The number of illegal border crossings during the month of March and April
shows an urgent need to address these glaring loopholes in an urgent manner. We
witnessed a 300 percent increase from April 2017 compared to April 2018 and a 37
percent increase from last month to this month—the largest increase from month
to month since 2011.

The traffickers, smugglers, and extremist advocacy groups are exploiting these
weaknesses and putting individuals making the journey at risks as well as Ameri-
cans who are falling victim to crimes perpetrated by bad actors who are making
their way in.
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In addition, if we do not address this situation we will be confronted by another
generation of DACA-like people in the near future.

When I was in the Air Force, I traveled all over the world, and I saw the despera-
tion and poverty that most Americans cannot even fathom. Countries around the
world are dealing with extreme violence, war, and gangs.

As human beings, we may be moved to help them through the work of charitable
organization and ministry efforts.

But the truth of the matter is that we cannot bring everyone who is suffering
here. The very definition of a country is one that controls who and who does not
enter.

We are a Nation of immigrants and we welcome, with open arms, approximately
1 million legal immigrants into our country each year. However, we are a Nation
of laws, and we cannot sit idly by as our borders are overrun by lawlessness.

The time has come to build a policy wall alongside a physical wall to force those
seeking to immigrate in the United States to do it the right way, the legal way.

Congress must act to change our immigration policy to end these loopholes.

Last September, the Speaker appointed me and 7 other Members a working group
tasked with addressing this issue. We spent countless hours diving into our broken
immigration policies. For the last 9 months we have been working and refining the
bill that became the Goodlatte, McCaul, McSally, and Labrador Bill.

This bill is strong on border security, closes these legal loopholes and ends the
insanity on the border. I have received assurance from leadership that this bill will
be brought before the House for a vote in June. I look forward to its consideration
on the floor.

Ms. McSALLY. The Chair now recognizes the Ranking Member of
the subcommittee, the gentleman from Texas, Mr. Vela, for any
statement he may have.

Mr. VELA. Thank you, Chairwoman McSally.

I would first like to address the title for today’s hearing. My posi-
tion on the border wall is well-known by now, and I would like to
express my deep concern about the so-called policy wall proposed
by the administration, and that we are going to talk about today.

As with the physical border wall, the need for a policy wall is un-
clear to me. The number of asylum-seekers requesting protection in
Mexico or the United States indicates a human—humanitarian
problem, not necessarily a security threat. A growing number of
asylum-seekers are coming from Guatemala, El Salvador, and Hon-
duras.

Most of us here today are aware that El Salvador and Honduras
rank among the top 5 most violent countries in the world, including
nations at war. Even former Secretary John Kelly acknowledged
the dangerous and complex conditions on the ground in the north-
ern triangle before he joined this administration, and during his
confirmation hearing.

The characterization that the levels of people seeking asylum are
unacceptable is confusing. Blaming and punishing the people who
are seeking protection is inhumane. The conditions leading to a hu-
manitarian crisis are unacceptable, not the people seeking protec-
tion. We should be redoubling our efforts to work with inter-
national partners to fix the source problem.

Earlier this year, I joined the other Democrats on this committee
in sending a letter to Secretary Nielsen opposing the practice of
separating migrant parents from their children in cases that do not
warrant it when they apprehended at the border or in immigration
detention. I am opposed to tearing kids away from their parents,
and I am concerned about what criminalizing adult asylum-seekers
will mean for legal claims to protection.
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The effect of family separation is also traumatizing. According to
more than 200 child welfare, juvenile justice and child development
organizations who wrote to Secretary Nielsen opposing family sepa-
ration, there is ample evidence that separating children from their
mothers or fathers leads to serious negative consequences to chil-
dren’s health and development. As DHS separates families at the
borders, DHS will likely have to detain people over age 18 in adult
immigration detention facilities, and designate any children as un-
accompanied.

I worry that there are no reliable mechanisms in place to ensure
that families can be reunified later. If an adult goes through cur-
rent criminal proceedings or is subjected to expedited removal, how
will his or her child, who is in a shelter somewhere in the United
States, know how to get in touch with them? I fear that these poli-
cies will be harmful in the long run.

Last, I would like to hear from CBP about how you are managing
your resources to address potentially more asylum-seekers at our
ports of entry. Given this new zero-tolerance policy for people cross-
ing between our ports of entry along the Southern Border, DHS is
encouraging people to claim asylum at ports of entry instead.

The CBP officer staffing shortage is a persistent problem, and I
would like to learn how capacity issues at ports are likely to be af-
fected by these policy changes. I thank you for joining us today and
I yield back the balance of my time.

[The statement of Ranking Member Vela follows:]

STATEMENT OF RANKING MEMBER FILEMON VELA

May 22, 2018

Thank you, Chairwoman McSally.

I would first like to address the title for today’s hearing.

My position on the border wall is well-known by now, and I would like to express
my deep concern about the so-called “policy wall” proposed by the administration
and that we are going to talk about today.

As with the physical border wall, the need for a policy “wall” is unclear to me.

The number of asylum-seekers requesting protection in Mexico or the United
States indicates a humanitarian problem, not necessarily a security threat.

A growing number of asylum seekers are coming from Guatemala, El Salvador,
and Honduras.

Most of us here today are aware that El Salvador and Honduras rank among the
top five most violent countries in the world, including nations at war.

Even former Secretary John Kelly acknowledged the dangerous and complex con-
ditions on the ground in the Northern Triangle before he joined this administration
and during his confirmation hearing.

The characterization that the levels of people seeking asylum are “unacceptable”
is confusing.

Blaming and punishing the people who are seeking protection is inhumane.

The conditions leading to a humanitarian crisis are unacceptable, not the people
seeking protection.

We should be redoubling our efforts to work with international partners to fix the
source problem.

Earlier this year, I joined the other Democrats on this committee in sending a let-
ter to Secretary Nielsen opposing the practice of separating migrant parents from
their children in cases that do not warrant it when they are apprehended at the
border or in immigration detention.

I am opposed to tearing kids away from their parents, and I am concerned about
what criminalizing adult asylum seekers will mean for legal claims to protection.

The effect of family separation is also traumatizing.

According to more than 200 child welfare, juvenile justice, and child development
organizations who wrote to Secretary Nielsen opposing family separation, there is
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ample evidence that separating children from their mothers or fathers leads to seri-
ous, negative consequences to children’s health and development.

As DHS separates families at the border, DHS will likely have to detain people
over age 18 in adult immigrant detention facilities and designate any children as
“unaccompanied.”

I worry that there are no reliable mechanisms in place to ensure families can be
reunified later.

If an adult goes through criminal proceedings or is subjected to expedited re-
moval, how will his or her child who is in a shelter somewhere in the United States
know how to get in touch with them?

I fear that these policies will be harmful in the long run.

Last, I would like to hear from CBP about how you are managing your resources
to address potentially more asylum seekers at our ports of entry.

Given this new zero-tolerance policy for people crossing between our ports of entry
along the Southern Border, DHS is encouraging people to claim asylum at ports of
entry instead.

The CBP officer staffing shortage is a persistent problem, and I would like to
learn how capacity issues at ports are likely to be affected by these policy changes.

I thank you for joining us today, and I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. McSALLY. The Chair now recognizes the Chairman of the
full committee, the gentleman from Texas, Mr. McCaul, for any
statement he may have.

Mr. McCAUL. I thank you Madam Chairwoman for holding this
important hearing. Almost 2 months ago, a caravan of more than
1,000 Central Americans began a 2,000-mile journey from Guate-
mala and Mexico border, headed toward the United States.

The journey was not easy and the migrants were met with great
difficulties, hunger, sickness, even exploitation by criminal gangs.
So what motivated them to make this journey? A lawless immi-
grant advocacy group called Pueblo Sin Fronteras, whose specific
goal is the circumvention of U.S. immigration law.

They organized what they thought would be their largest blitz on
the United States border, and the goal was simple—overwhelm
U.S. law enforcement and tax an already overburdened immigra-
tion system with baseless asylum claims.

This was not the first caravan and it did not change our immi-
gration policies and laws, and this will not be the last. While this
particular caravan drew lots of media attention, CBP agents and
officers have seen a troubling trend.

Family units and unaccompanied alien children flood across the
border, many of them claiming credible fear. Almost every single
person who claims credible fear meets the existing threshold in the
law. Loopholes in our immigration system are well-known to the
organized illegal immigration groups and the brutal drug cartels
who facilitate the movement of aliens across the border.

In fact, cartels use these weaknesses as a shrewd marketing tool
that further enriches the cartel. This harms the stability and the
rule of law in Mexico. Building a physical wall along key parts of
the Southwest Border is absolutely necessary.

In tandem, we must also construct a wall of sensible policy to
close these legal loopholes that put families and children at risk.
Last month, we saw the number of illegal border crossings triple
over the same period as last year.

We have to take dramatic action to reverse this disturbing devel-
opment. I was pleased to see that the—that the Department re-
cently enacted a zero tolerance policy for those who come here ille-
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ga%ly. Prosecuting those who enter the country illegally is the right
policy.

This will send a powerful message of deterrence to those who are
trying to take advantage of our immigration laws. We have used
prosecution successfully in the past, and I know that myself as a
former Federal prosecutor—and our operations streamline, nearly
every alien apprehended was prosecuted.

When that policy was enacted, in every instance, we saw a dra-
matic decline in crossings. I along with Chairman Goodlatte and
Chairwoman McSally have proposed a robust border security and
immigration enforcement bill to close these legal loopholes that
Secretary Nielsen and the honorable Homan—it’s good to see you
sir—have pointed out so many times in the past, so many times.

Without changes to the way we treat unaccompanied alien chil-
dren and family units, and without tightening our asylum stand-
ards, there will always be powerful incentives for aliens to come to
this country illegally.

This must stop. The time for change has come, and I am com-
mitted to working with this administration and other like-minded
Members to make that a reality. With that, I yield back.

[The statement of Chairman McCaul follows:]

STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN MICHAEL T. McCAUL

May 22, 2018

First, I would like to thank Chairwoman McSally for her leadership on this impor-
tant issue and for holding this hearing.

Almost 2 months ago, a caravan of more than 1,000 Central American migrants
began a 2,000-mile-long journey from the Guatemalan-Mexico border and headed to-
ward the United States.

The journey was not easy and the migrants were met with great difficulties: Hun-
ger, sickness, and even exploitation by criminal gangs. What motivated them to
make this dangerous journey?

A lawless immigrant advocacy group called “Pueblo Sin Fronteras”, whose specific
goal is the circumvention of U.S. immigration law.

They organized, what they thought, would be their largest blitz on the U.S. bor-
der. The goal was simple, overwhelm U.S. law enforcement, and tax an already
overburdened immigration system with baseless asylum claims.

This was not the first caravan, and if we do not change our immigration policies,
and laws, this will not be the last.

While this particular caravan drew lots of media attention, CBP agents and offi-
cers have seen a troubling trend. Family units and unaccompanied alien children
flood across the border—many of them claiming “credible fear.”

Almost every single person who claims “credible fear” meets the existing threshold
in the law.

Loopholes in our immigration system are well-known to organized illegal immi-
gration groups and the brutal drug cartels who facilitate the movement of aliens
across the border.

In fact, cartels use these weaknesses as a shrewd marketing tool that further en-
riches the cartel.

This harms stability and the rule of law in Mexico.

Building a physical wall along key parts of the Southwest Border is absolutely
necessary. In tandem, we must also construct a wall of sensible policy to close loop-
holes that put families and children at risk.

Last month, we saw the number of illegal border crossings triple over the same
period as last year. We have to take dramatic action to reverse this disturbing de-
velopment.

I was pleased to see that the Department recently enacted a zero-tolerance policy
for those that come here illegally.

Prosecuting those who enter the country illegally is the right policy. This will
sendla powerful message to those who are trying to take advantage of our immigra-
tion laws.
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We have used prosecution successfully in the past.

Under Operation Streamline, nearly every alien apprehended was prosecuted.
And when that policy was enacted, in every instance, we saw a dramatic decline
in crossings.

I, along with Chairman Goodlatte, Representative Labrador, and Chairwoman
McSally have proposed a robust border security and immigration enforcement bill
to close the loopholes that Secretary Nielsen and the witnesses on the panel have
raised in the past.

Without changes to the way we treat unaccompanied alien children and family
units, and without tightening our asylum standards, there will always be powerful
incentives for aliens to come to this country illegally. This must stop.

The time for change has come. I'm committed to working with this administration
and other like-minded Members to make that a reality.

Ms. McSALLY. Gentleman yields back. Other Members of the
committee are reminded that opening statements may be sub-
mitted for the record.

[The statement of Ranking Member Thompson follows:]

STATEMENT OF RANKING MEMBER BENNIE G. THOMPSON

May 22, 2018

I am deeply disturbed by actions President Trump, the Secretary, and Depart-
ment officials are taking ostensibly to deter illegal migration.

What the Trump administration, DHS officials, and many of my Republican col-
leagues call “legal loopholes” are actually laws Congress put in place to protect some
of the most vulnerable migrants, particularly children, seeking humanitarian protec-
tion.

Separating small children from their parents as a punitive measure runs counter
to basic humanitarian principles and should be beneath even this administration.

Earlier this year, I was proud to lead all 12 of Democrats on this committee in
sending a letter to Secretary Nielsen opposing the practice of separating migrant
parents from their children at the border or in immigration detention.

I continue to believe the practice is cruel and will only exacerbate the trauma ex-
perienced by children fleeing violence and unrest in their home countries.

DHS is also pursuing policies that may interfere with people’s ability to seek asy-
lum in the United States as provided for under the law.

We have laws in place so that people fleeing dangerous situations can request pro-
tection and humanitarian relief.

I am confident that our witnesses here today are aware that El Salvador, Guate-
mala, and Honduras are facing exceptional levels of violent crime—a sad reality
that has persisted for the past several years.

The increased number of Central Americans petitioning for asylum in the United
States is not because more people are “exploiting” the system via “loopholes,” but
because many have credible claims.

Seeking asylum in the United States is not an easy process either.

In addition, anyone undergoing a “credible fear” review has their name and fin-
gerprints vetted via a National security database, which scans records from Federal,
State, local, and foreign sources.

We also know from immigration court records that 77 percent of asylum seekers
who are not in ICE custody do show up for their hearings.

When people, and particularly children, have access to counsel, they are even
more likely to appear for their court date.

Though asylum requests in both Mexico and the United States have increased,
{)tac%{e issue with the administration’s characterization that we have a crisis at the

order.

DHS’s own data shows that overall migration levels at the U.S-Mexico border are
at record lows, with apprehensions at their lowest since the early 1970’s.

In 2000, Border Patrol apprehended 1.6 million people crossing between ports of
entry.

In contrast, in 2017, the agency apprehended less than 310,000 people—a nearly
82 percent decrease.

Those of us who have worked on this issue for a long time have a responsibility
to share facts that offer perspective on the situation at the border rather than fo-
ment fear for political gain.

Democrats have long supported smart, effective border security measures and we
will continue to do so.
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What we will not do is sit idly by while President Trump tries to undermine our
values as a Nation of immigrants or prove his border security bona fides on the
backs of children.

We are better than that as a Congress and as a country.

Ms. McSaLLY. I ask unanimous consent that the gentlelady from
Arizona, Ms. Lesko, a Member of the full committee, be permitted
to participate in today’s hearing. Without objection, so ordered.

We are pleased to have three distinguished witnesses before us
today. Mr. Ron Vitiello is the acting deputy commissioner of the
U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Previously he served as the
chief of the U.S. Border Patrol.

As its chief operating officer, he was responsible for the daily op-
erations of the U.S. Border Patrol, assisting in planning and direct-
ing Nation-wide enforcement and administrative operations. Mr.
Thomas Homan became the deputy director and senior official per-
forming the duties of the director in January 2017.

Mr. Homan is a 33-year veteran of law enforcement and has
nearly 30 years of immigration enforcement experience. He has
served as a police officer in New York, a Border Patrol agent, a
special agent with the former U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service, as well as a supervisory special agent and deputy assistant
director for investigations at ICE.

Mr. Francis Cissna was sworn in as director of USCIS on Octo-
ber 8, 2017. Recently, he served as the director of immigration pol-
icy within the DHS Office of Policy, during which time he was se-
lected for a detail to the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee where
he worked on immigration-related legislation.

Prior to that, Mr. Cissna served as acting director and deputy di-
rector of immigration and border security policy in the DHS Office
of Policy. The Chair now recognizes Deputy Commissioner Vitiello
for 5 minutes to testify.

STATEMENT OF RONALD D. VITIELLO, ACTING DEPUTY COM-
MISSIONER, U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

Mr. VITIELLO. Thank you. Chairwoman McSally, Ranking Mem-
ber Vela, distinguished Members of the subcommittee, thank you
for the opportunity to appear before you today to discuss the efforts
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to achieve our strategic and
operational border security objectives.

My fellow witnesses have decades of practical experience and I
am grateful to work with such dedicated professionals to secure the
homeland. Tactical infrastructure including physical barriers and
complimentary capabilities have long been a critical component of
CBP’s multi-layered and risk-based approach to securing our
Southern Border.

The recently-passed Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018
supports CBP’s mission, including $1.4 billion for the largest in-
vestment in border wall in more than a decade. We are eager to
put this funding to work to improve our Nation’s security, and en-
courage Congress to continue to support investments in the high-
priority border wall system.

In addition to our border security mission, CBP plays a key role
in our Nation’s immigration continuum. We look forward to work-
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ing with Congress on the legislation needed to enhance the security
of our Nation, ensure effective immigration enforcement, and pro-
tect American workers and taxpayers.

These legislative needs have a direct impact on CBP’s ability to
perform our mission. In accordance with the Department of Justice
zero tolerance policy, Department of Homeland Security Secretary
Nielsen has directed CBP to refer all illegal border crossers for
criminal prosecution.

CBP will enforce immigration laws set forth by Congress; no
classes or categories of aliens are exempt from enforcement.

The number of individuals apprehended while trying to enter the
country illegally in between the established POEs and those pre-
senting themselves without entry documentation along our South-
ern Border increased by 40 percent from February to March 2018.

When compared to March 2017, the increases are an extraor-
dinary 203 percent. The effort in ours used to detain, process, care
for, hold UACs and family units distracts our law enforcement offi-
cer deployments, shrinks our capability to control the border and
make the arrest of smugglers and drug traffickers and criminals
much more difficult.

To enhance CBP’s capability in Southwest Border sectors, the
Department of Defense, in conjunction with Board of State Gov-
ernors, has begun deploying the National Guard to assist in stop-
ping the flow of deadly drugs, other contraband, gang members,
criminals, and illegal aliens into the country. Initial forces are al-
ready on the ground, assisting CBP. We are working with DHS
headquarters and DOD to ensure a seamless coordination of effort.

With the support of Congress and in close coordination with our
partners, CBP will continue to secure our Nation’s borders through
a risk-based deployment of infrastructure, personnel, and tech-
nology.

We offer every assistance, working with Congress, on the legisla-
tive changes that will help fulfill our missions. I want to thank—
I want to take a moment to thank and recognize the men and
women of CBP. They vigilantly carry out their border protection re-
sponsibilities professionally and with an integrity deserving of the
public’s trust.

I will work to ensure my representation of them matches their
dedication and commitment and the sacrifices that they and their
families make in service to this country.

Last Wednesday during National Police Week, we added three
more names to the CBP Valor Memorial, and did our best to dem-
onstrate to their surviving families and our returning families that
we will never forget their loved one. We will always preserve their
memories and honor the heroic work they did while protecting us
all.

Chairwoman MecSally, Ranking Member Vela, and Members of
the subcommittee, I look forward to your questions.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Vitiello follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RONALD D. VITIELLO

May 22, 2018
INTRODUCTION

Chairwoman McSally, Ranking Member Vela, and distinguished Members of the
subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today to discuss
the efforts of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to achieve our strategic
and operational border security objectives and to enhance our deterrence, detection,
and interdiction of illegal cross-border activity.

CBP is responsible for securing approximately 7,000 miles of land border, 95,000
miles of shoreline, 328 ports of entry (POE), and the associated air and maritime
space from the illegal entry of people and contraband into the United States. The
border environment in which CBP works is dynamic and requires continual adapta-
tion to respond to emerging threats and changing conditions.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

When President Trump took office last year, he issued a series of Executive Or-
ders to enhance border security, promote public safety, minimize the threat of ter-
rorist attacks by foreign nationals, and protect American workers from unfair for-
eign competition. In January 2017, the President signed the Executive Order enti-
tled Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements (EO 13767), which
directs executive departments and agencies to deploy all lawful means to secure the
Nation’s Southern Border, prevent further illegal immigration to the United States,
and repatriate aliens with final orders of removal swiftly, consistently, and hu-
manely. E.O. 13767 sets a new standard of operational control of <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>