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Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015 

[Public Law 114–114] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 114-114. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prohibit the manu-
facture and introduction or delivery for introduction into interstate commerce of 
rinse-off cosmetics containing intentionally-added plastic microbeads. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ø21 U.S.C. 301 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Microbead-Free Waters Act of 
2015’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION AGAINST SALE OR DISTRIBUTION OF RINSE-OFF 

COSMETICS CONTAINING PLASTIC MICROBEADS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 301 of the Federal Food, Drug, and 

Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 331) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(ddd)(1) The manufacture or the introduction or delivery for 
introduction into interstate commerce of a rinse-off cosmetic that 
contains intentionally-added plastic microbeads. 

‘‘(2) In this paragraph— 
‘‘(A) the term ‘plastic microbead’ means any solid plas-

tic particle that is less than five millimeters in size and is 
intended to be used to exfoliate or cleanse the human body 
or any part thereof; and 

‘‘(B) the term ‘rinse-off cosmetic’ includes toothpaste.’’. 
(b) ø21 U.S.C. 331 note¿ Applicability. 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by subsection (a) 
applies— 

(A) with respect to manufacturing, beginning on July 
1, 2017, and with respect to introduction or delivery for in-
troduction into interstate commerce, beginning on July 1, 
2018; and 

(B) notwithstanding subparagraph (A), in the case of 
a rinse-off cosmetic that is a nonprescription drug, with re-
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spect to manufacturing, beginning on July 1, 2018, and 
with respect to the introduction or delivery for introduction 
into interstate commerce, beginning on July 1, 2019. 
(2) NONPRESCRIPTION DRUG.—For purposes of this sub-

section, the term ‘‘nonprescription drug’’ means a drug not sub-
ject to section 503(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)). 
(c) ø21 U.S.C. 331 note¿ PREEMPTION OF STATE LAWS.—No 

State or political subdivision of a State may directly or indirectly 
establish under any authority or continue in effect restrictions with 
respect to the manufacture or introduction or delivery for introduc-
tion into interstate commerce of rinse-off cosmetics containing plas-
tic microbeads (as defined in section 301(ddd) of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act, as added by subsection (a)) that are not 
identical to the restrictions under such section 301(ddd) that have 
begun to apply under subsection (b). 

(d) ø21 U.S.C. 331 note¿ RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act (or the amendments made by this Act) shall be construed 
to apply with respect to drugs that are not also cosmetics (as such 
terms are defined in section 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321)).  
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