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firms to which to provide financial assist-
ance, Eximbank gives preference to any firm
that has shown a commitment to reinvest-
ment and job creation in the United States.

Conference agreement

The conference agreement amends section
2(b)(1)(A) of the Eximbank Act to state that
it is the policy of the United States to foster
the expansion of exports, thereby contribut-
ing to a commitment to reinvestment and
job creation in the United States.

SECTION 11—INCLUDING CHILD LABOR AS A CRI-

TERION FOR DENYING CREDIT BASED ON THE

NATIONAL INTEREST

Present law

No provision.
Senate bill

No provision.
House amendment

The House amendment (sec. 13) amends
section 2 of the Eximbank Act to prohibit
Eximbank from providing assistance in sup-
port of exports to entities that employ chil-
dren in a manner that would violate United
States law regarding child labor if the entity
were located in the United States or has not
made a binding commitment to not employ
children in such manner.

Conference agreement

The conference agreement amends the
““Chafee Amendment’ in section 2(b)(1)(B) of
the Eximbank Act to identify child labor as
a human right that could serve as the basis
for a Presidential determination to deny ap-
plications for credit for non-financial or non-
commercial considerations.

SECTION 12—PROHIBITION RELATING TO RUSSIAN
TRANSFERS OF CERTAIN MISSILES TO THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Present law
No provision.

Senate bill
No provision.

House amendment
The House amendment (sec. 12) amends

section 2(b) of the Eximbank Act to require
the President, if made aware that Russia has
transferred or delivered to the People’s Re-
public of China an SS-N-22 or SS-N-26 mis-
sile system, to notify Eximbank which, upon
receipt of such notification, shall dis-
continue financing exports to Russia.

Conference agreement
The conference agreement amends section

2(b) of the Eximbank Act to require the
President, upon determining that the Rus-
sian Government or military has transferred
or delivered to the People’s Republic of
China an SS-N-22 missile system and that
the transfer or delivery represents a signifi-
cant and imminent threat to the security of
the United States, to notify Eximbank
which, upon receipt of such notification and
if so directed by the President, shall dis-
continue providing finance in connection
with the purchase of any good or service by
the Russian Government or military.

For purposes of this provision, the defini-
tion of ‘““Russian Government or military”
shall include state-owned enterprises.
PREFERENCE IN EXPORT-IMPORT BANK ASSIST-

ANCE FOR EXPORTS TO CHINA TO BE PROVIDED

TO COMPANIES ADHERING TO CODE OF CON-

DUCT
Present law

No provision.

Senate bill
No provision.

House amendment
The House amendment (sec. 10) amends

section 2 of the Eximbank Act to instruct
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the Board of Directors, when determining
whether to provide financial support for ex-
ports to the People’s Republic of China, to
give preference to entities that the Board de-
termines have established and are adhering
to a code of conduct set forth in the provi-
sion.

Conference agreement

The conference agreement is no provision.

The Committee urges the Government of
the United States, consistent with the pri-
mary mission of export finance to protect
and expand jobs in the United States by sup-
porting exports that would not otherwise go
forward, to promote efforts among recipients
to respect internationally recognized human
and worker rights. These would include a re-
cipient’s good faith effort to provide a safe
and healthy workplace; avoid child and
forced labor; avoid discrimination based on
race, gender, national origin, or religious be-
liefs; respect freedom of association, the
right to organize and bargain collectively;
pay not less than a country’s minimum wage
required by local law, provide all legally
mandated benefits; obey all applicable envi-
ronmental laws; comply with international
standards regarding illicit payments; respect
free expression; encourage good corporate
citizenship and make a positive contribution
to the communities in which the entity oper-
ates; and encourage similar behavior by
partners and suppliers.

Especially regarding China, the Committee
expects the Government to carefully con-
sider the business practices of those entities
receiving financing. The Committee believes
that promoting and recognizing good cor-
porate citizenship will ensure that a “‘con-
structive engagement’’ policy towards China
indeed promotes democracy and human
rights.

RENAMING OF THE U.S. EXPORT-IMPORT BANK
Present law

The first section of the Eximbank Act
names Eximbank the *“Export-lmport Bank
of the United States.”

Senate bill

No provision.
House amendment

The House amendment (sec. 11) amends the
first section of the Eximbank Act to rename
Eximbank to the “United States Export
Bank.”

Conference agreement
The conference agreement is no provision.
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LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, | ask for
this time for the purpose of inquiring
of the majority leader, the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. ARMEY], as to the
schedule for this evening and for the
remainder of the weekend.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?
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Mr. BONIOR. 1
tleman from Texas.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
BoNIoOR] for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to an-
nounce that we have had our last vote
for the evening. We will continue with
the bill making continuing appropria-
tions through Sunday. As my friend,
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
BoONIOR], has pointed out, we have
agreement on both sides that we will
be able to do this without another re-
corded vote. | would like to express my
appreciation for that consideration.

The House will meet at noon tomor-
row to consider the following suspen-
sions: H.R. 2534, agriculture research
bill; House Resolution 122, visually-im-
paired currency; H.R. 2614, Reading Ex-
cellence Act; S. 813, Veterans Cemetery
Protection Act; S. 1377, a bill making
technical corrections to the American
Legion Act; S. 1139, Small Business Ad-
ministration reauthorization; S. 713,
Homeless Veterans Act; H.R. 2513, line
item veto fix; H.R. 2813, waive time
limitation on awarding Medals of
Honor; H.R. 2631, a bill regarding mili-
tary construction appropriations line
item vetoes; H.R. 1129, the Microenter-
prise Act; and House Concurrent Reso-
lution 22, a resolution regarding reli-
gious persecution in Germany.

Of course, other suspensions may be
added with the required 1-hour notice
from the floor.

I should mention to the Members
that we hope to have additional appro-
priations work before us tomorrow.
And while we are here, we would obvi-
ously work as late as is necessary for
the necessary work to be completed
that we have before us tomorrow while
we wait for appropriations conference
reports.

I cannot tell my colleague with any
degree of certainty how late we will be
tomorrow night, certainly no later
than is necessary to complete the
work. We would reconvene at 2 on Sun-
day, and we would expect on Sunday
before we adjourn to have completed
our work so that we might adjourn sine
die.

Mr. BONIOR. Reclaiming my time,
could the distinguished majority lead-
er, the gentleman from Texas [Mr.
ARMEY], tell us when he anticipates the
fast track legislation to come before
this body?

yield to the gen-

O 1845

Mr. ARMEY. | would expect that to
be sometime on Sunday.

Mr. BONIOR. | also might ask the
gentleman if it is indeed possible, as
many Members have requested the op-
portunity to have a chance to speak at
special orders this evening, if special
orders will be part of the day’s proceed-
ings.

Mr. ARMEY. | thank the gentleman
for that request. That one has been a
difficult one. | have thought on this
throughout the day off and on, under-
standing the gentleman’s desire. | also
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have been concerned and am concerned
for the staff of the House. It has been a
tough week, it will continue to be,
their working on Saturday and Sun-
day, and it had been my intention to
adjourn the House in their interest and
that of their families.

Mr. BONIOR. Let me, if I might, ask
the gentleman from Texas to recon-
sider that, because let me make the
case that with respect to fast track, a
highly controversial, momentous piece
of legislation, probably one of the most
important bills that we will have faced,
certainly in this Congress, the Com-
mittee on Rules has only allowed 2
hours of debate on this bill. We have
hundreds of Members who want to
speak on this issue. We are boxed in a
situation which the gentleman knows
is a difficult situation. People need to
be able to express themselves on this,
and so we ask the opportunity on this
side of the aisle to engage in special or-
ders this evening for those who want to
discuss this or any other issue.

We even ask that the Committee on
Rules, which we understand will go
back and come out with another rule,
expand that debate time. It is not only
on our side. The gentleman is going to
have tens, if not hundreds of Members
on his side of the aisle, certainly 100
members on his side of the aisle, who
will not have an opportunity to speak
on this. We cannot put together a co-
gent argument, we cannot put together
a rational debate when we are given 30
seconds or a minute. | would ask my
friend from Texas to reconsider the
time on the bill in general debate, and
I would also ask him to allow special
orders without going ahead and ad-
journing this evening.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. | yield to the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, as the
gentleman from Michigan knows, | am
sympathetic to his cause, but let me
just cite to the gentleman the tradi-
tional rule that has been made in order
on other GATT agreements. In 1988
there were 2 hours of debate only. In
1993 there was 1 hour of debate only.
With the 1 hour that will be extended
on the rule and 2 hours of general de-
bate, it gives 3 hours on the issue. |
know that there are some on the gen-
tleman’s side that thought that that
was not enough. There were also a
number, including some Democrats on
the Committee on Ways and Means,
that thought that that was ample time.
But traditionally that is the amount of
time.

Keep in mind this is not the agree-
ment. When the agreement comes
back, the gentleman and | and others
will probably have about 8 hours to de-
bate that agreement and even to
amend it, as the gentleman knows.

Mr. BONIOR. The gentleman from
New York to whom | will yield in a sec-
ond, the distinguished ranking member
of the Committee on Ways and Means,
requested 8 hours. | think the gen-
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tleman understands quite well that it
is not just Members on our side of the
aisle. We are going to have many Mem-
bers on his side of the aisle who are
going to want to speak and who will
not be able to speak on this issue.

Mr. ARMEY. If the gentleman will
yield further, perhaps | could offer
something on this.

I do appreciate the gentleman from
Michigan’s point about the special or-
ders. I am sure the gentleman from
Michigan would understand the natural
concern | have had with respect to the
members of the floor staff and their
families, but | understand the gentle-
man’s point, there are some folks on
this side of the aisle who are inter-
ested, and | would not preempt their
right to have the special order opportu-
nities this evening.

Mr. BONIOR. | thank the gentleman.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. 1 yield
tleman from New York.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to make a special appeal to my
friend, the leader of the New York dele-
gation, a leader in the House, and the
chairman of the Committee on Rules.
Under the rule, the Democrats that are
in opposition to the fast track would
have only 30 minutes. | know that the
gentleman wants to stick by the tradi-
tion in how they have handled these
things before, but | cannot begin to tell
him the number of Members that are
asking just to be heard to express
themselves. There is a frustration that
exists in the House where | truly be-
lieve that people do want to hear the
debate. But in addition to this, | think
that people want to explain their vote.
Whether they vote for it, whether they
vote against it, they want to have an
opportunity to explain through what-
ever way to their constituents why
they are voting that way on a subject
matter which | truly do not believe is
that well known to the American peo-
ple. 1 know it is extraordinary action
to take a review of the decision that
the full committee has made, but in
view of the fact that he has said more
than once that senior members of the
Committee on Ways and Means have
said this is appropriate time, | can tell
the gentleman that senior members of
the Committee on Ways and Means
have asked for a half-hour themselves
to be able to debate. | hope whomever
they are, they will stand up, because
we are catching the devil trying to al-
locate time. The gentleman would do
this House a great service if he could
be more flexible in tradition of the
Committee on Rules.

Mr. PEASE. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. 1 yield
tleman from Indiana.

Mr. PEASE. | thank the gentleman
from Michigan for yielding. As the ma-
jority leader and minority leader are
aware, the leadership of the freshman
Democrats and the freshman Repub-
licans, once the schedule for the week-

to the gen-

to the gen-
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end was announced, conferred and
would like to offer as a service to our
colleagues, in light of the fact that
most of us return home on weekends
and do not have a church home here in
Washington, a joint service provided by
the freshman Democrats and the fresh-
man Republicans at 1 o’clock Sunday
in 1100 Longworth for Members and
their families.

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. | yield to the gen-
tleman from California, the Caucus
chair.

Mr. FAZIO of California. | thank the
gentleman for yielding. | simply want-
ed to add my voice to those on this side
who have a desire to have more time to
debate this issue. There is no question
that both caucuses, the caucus and the
conference are divided on this but
Members feel deeply about it and want
to be able to make their case directly
to their colleagues and to their con-
stituents. | do not think the rule, as |
have heard it described, is an adequate
amount of time, and so | want to make
that statement, because | support the
request that has been made by the
whip.

HOUR OF MEETING ON SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 8, 1997

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at noon tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

ADJOURNMENT FROM SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 8, 1997, TO SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 9, 1997

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Saturday, November
8, 1997, it adjourn to meet at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, November 9, 1997.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

AUTHORIZING SPEAKER TO DES-
IGNATE TIME FOR RESUMPTION
OF PROCEEDINGS ON REMAINING
MOTIONS TO SUSPEND RULES
CONSIDERED MONDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 29, 1997

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Speaker
be authorized to designate a time not
later than November 9, 1997, for re-
sumption of proceedings on the seven
remaining motions to suspend the rules
originally debated on September 29,
1997.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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