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educate, promote, and develop minority and
women owned businesses by providing a vari-
ety of programs, services and business oppor-
tunities.

Mrs. Hatcher and the GTMBC routinely
bring corporate and public interests together
for the benefit of southeast Texas by providing
a unique partnership in economic and commu-
nity development. By consolidating the inter-
ests and resources of industries through ad-
vertisers and mentors and making them avail-
able to minority owned businesses, the
GTMBC enlightens and strengthens local com-
munities by preparing business leaders for
competition in a global market. Through Mrs.
Hatcher’s leadership, the GTMBC was one of
only 29 applicants in 1999 to receive an award
from the U.S. Small Business Administration
as Small Disadvantaged Business Private Cer-
tifier.

| applaud Mrs. Hatcher and the Golden Tri-
angle Minority Business Council for working
tirelessly on behalf of minority and women
owned businesses. The knowledge and sup-
port that she provides to local businesses en-
sures that the entrepreneurial spirit will be nur-
tured, and tomorrow’s business leaders will be
prepared for global economic growth.

| applaud Mrs. Beverly Hatcher on her out-
standing achievements. She has helped make
our world a better place to live, and | applaud
her unwavering service and dedication to the
community.

That’s just the way it is.

TRIBUTE TO BILL OVERMAN
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 8, 2007

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Bill Overman, City Clerk of Rhodes,
lowa, for his distinguished public service and
dedication to the Rhodes community on the
occasion of his retirement from that position.

For the past 28 years, Bill has served as
city clerk. A life-long resident of Rhodes, Bill
previously served as mayor from 1970 until
1979 before taking over the clerk position. He
also retired from Lennox in Marshalltown in
2005 as a lean materials analyst after working
for 37 years. As city clerk, Bill has been the
chief administrator of services with a strong
understanding of the needs and desires of the
community.

I know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress will join me to commend Bill
Overman for his leadership and service to
Rhodes, lowa. | consider it an honor to serve
Bill in Congress and | wish him the best in the
future.

——————

QUESTION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

SPEECH OF

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 6, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise, reluctantly, in
favor of the motion to table House Resolution
799, Impeaching Richard B. Cheney, Vice
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President of the United States, of high crimes
and misdemeanors, and in favor of referring
that resolution to the House Judiciary Com-
mittee for full consideration. | voted to table
this resolution not because | do not share the
gentleman from Ohio’s desire to hold those re-
sponsible for the Iragi debacle accountable;
but rather, because | strongly believe that we
must follow established protocol in matters of
such importance. During my entire time in
Congress, | have been outspoken in my oppo-
sition to war with Iraq and Iran. | have warned
my colleagues and the administration against
marching toward war in numerous speeches
over the years, and | have voted against every
appropriation to continue the war on Iraq.

| have always been strongly in favor of vig-
orous congressional oversight of the executive
branch, and | have lamented our abrogation of
these Constitutional obligations in recent
times. | do believe, however, that this legisla-
tion should proceed through the House of
Representatives following regular order, which
would require investigation and hearings in the
House Judiciary Committee before the resolu-
tion proceeds to the floor for a vote. This time-
tested manner of moving impeachment legisla-
tion may slow the process, but in the long run
it preserves liberty by ensuring that the House
thoroughly deliberates on such weighty mat-
ters. In past impeachments of high officials, in-
cluding those of Presidents Nixon and Clinton,
the legislation had always gone through the
proper committee with full investigation and
accompanying committee report.

| noted with some dismay that many of my
colleagues who have long supported the war
changed their vote to oppose tabling the mo-
tion for purely political reasons. That move
was a disrespectful to the Constitutional func-
tion of this body and | could not support such
actions with my vote.

| was pleased that the House did vote in
favor of sending this legislation to the Judici-
ary Committee, which essentially directs the
committee to examine the issue more closely
than it has done to this point.

—————

H.R. 3355, THE HOMEOWNERS’
DEFENSE ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 8, 2007

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, |
voted against H.R. 2255, which would create
a Federally-backed national catastrophe risk
consortium and provide below-market cata-
strophic loans to State reinsurance and insur-
ance plans.

| appreciate the efforts of my colleagues
from Florida to raise awareness about the in-
creasing costs of natural disasters on their
constituents and the insurance industry. This
is made worse because the number of people
who live in harm’s way is expanding dramati-
cally; some estimates say that 75 percent of
Americans are at risk for some type of dis-
aster. Climate change will only compound the
problem with predictions of increased fre-
quency of extreme weather events and rising
sea levels.

However, at its core, this legislation con-
tinues the trend of disguising the risks associ-
ated with living in hazardous areas. The Fed-
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eral Government is already facing a huge fi-
nancial liability associated with the impacts of
Hurricane Katrina on the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. Yet we have refused to take
steps to address the root causes of the prob-
lem: more development and more expensive
development in harm’s way. | am concerned
that this bill will increase our liability, without
requiring communities to take meaningful
steps to reduce their own vulnerability to nat-
ural hazards. This bill could potentially dra-
matically expand Federal liability before we
come to grips with the problems of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program and our nat-
ural disaster policies. We can'’t afford to take
this leap.

The Federal Government has a special op-
portunity and responsibility to help commu-
nities prepare for and prevent damages from
natural disasters. Instead of making it easier
to develop in these areas, we should be taking
steps to reduce property damage and loss of
life, save taxpayer dollars, and protect the en-
vironment. Mitigation works: recent studies
have shown that 1 dollar spent by FEMA on
hazard mitigation saves 4 dollars in future dis-
aster spending.

Until we deal meaningfully with prevention
and mitigation, | must oppose this legislation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE “CIVIL
WAR ARTIFACT AUTHENTICITY
ACT”

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 8, 2007

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
today 1, along with my colleague JOHN
CULBERSON, are introducing the “Civil War Ar-
tifact Authenticity Act” that will curb the pro-
liferation of fraudulent Civil War artifacts and
memorabilia entering the legitimate market
place.

Since the last shot fired in America’s Civil
War, countless numbers of people across the
Nation have become fascinated with this mon-
umental conflict. From the battlefields of Vir-
ginia and Louisiana’s Red River to the hal-
lowed ground of Antietam, Gettysburg, and
thousands of other places that saw brother
fighting brother, this war touched Vvirtually
every part of this country and every home and
hearth. More than 600,000 combatants died
from battle, disease, and imprisonment.

With the war's end, soldiers who fought in
that conflict returned frequently, often with
families in tow, to the places of the most stir-
ring moments of their lives. They revered the
fields on which they fought and established
numerous associations, North and South,
commemorating those who served. These vet-
erans created strong links to their service and
sacrifice, through their memoirs and other
writings and the personal items and artifacts
they carried on the battlefield and brought
home to rest in conspicuous places on the
mantles of their homes in recognition of the
soldiers’ service and sacrifice.

Over the ensuing decades, as the soldiers
and families who owned and cared for these
artifacts died away, many of these heirlooms
began to scatter, particularly as later genera-
tions forgot the importance of these historic
belongings, failed to care for them, or sold the
items to augment their incomes.
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