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I transmit herewith an Agreement on
Social Security between the United
States of America and the Swiss Con-
federation, signed at Bern on December
3, 2012, (the “‘U.S.-Swiss Agreement”’).
The Agreement consists of two instru-
ments: a principal agreement and an
administrative arrangement, and upon
entry into force, will replace: the
Agreement between the United States
of America and the Swiss Confed-
eration on Social Security with final
protocol, signed July 18, 1979; the Ad-
ministrative Agreement between the
United States of America and the
Swiss Confederation for the Implemen-
tation of the Agreement on Social Se-
curity of July 18, 1979, signed December
20, 1979; and the Supplementary Agree-
ment between the two Contracting
States, signed June 1, 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement is similar
in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with most
of the European Union member states,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, Nor-
way, and the Republic of Korea. Such
bilateral agreements provide for lim-
ited coordination between the United
States and foreign social security sys-
tems to eliminate dual social security
coverage and taxation and to help pre-
vent the lost benefit protection that
can occur when workers divide their
careers between two countries. The
principal updates encompassed in the
Agreement include amendments to
rules for entitlement to Swiss dis-
ability pensions paid to ensure equality
of treatments between U.S. and Swiss
nationals, updates to personal informa-
tion confidentiality provisions, and
modifications necessary to take into
account changes in U.S. and Swiss laws
since 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement contains
all provisions mandated by section 233
of the Social Security Act and other
provisions that I deem appropriate to
carry out the purposes of section 233,
pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of the So-
cial Security Act.

I also transmit, for the information
of the Congress, a report prepared by
the Social Security Administration ex-
plaining the key points of the U.S.-
Swiss Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the
provisions of the principal agreement
and administrative arrangement. An-
nexed to this report is the report re-
quired by section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act on the number of individ-
uals affected by the Agreement and the
effect of the Agreement on the esti-
mated income and expenditures of the
U.S. Social Security program. The De-
partment of State and the Social Secu-
rity Administration have rec-
ommended the U.S.-Swiss Agreement
and related documents to me.

I commend the U.S.-Swiss Agreement
on Social Security and related docu-
ments.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 9, 2013.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2013, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on November 22,
2013, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the House agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, without amend-
ment:

S. Con. Res. 28. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate and an adjournment of the
House of Representatives.

The message also announced that
pursuant to 46 U.S.C. 2501, and the
order of the House of January 3, 2013,
the Speaker appoints the following
Member of the House of Representa-
tives to the National Historical Publi-
cations and Records Commission: Mr.
BARR of Kentucky.

The message further announced that
pursuant to 46 U.S.C. 51312(b), and the
order of the House of January 3, 2013,
the Speaker appoints the following
Member of the House of Representa-
tives to the Board of Visitors to the
United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy: Mr. KING of New York.

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 255. An act to amend certain defini-
tions contained in the Provo River Project
Transfer Act for purposes of clarifying cer-
tain property descriptions, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1095. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) to transfer
unclaimed money recovered at airport secu-
rity checkpoints to nonprofit organizations
that provide places of rest and recuperation
at airports for members of the Armed Forces
and their families, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1105. An act to amend the Investment
Advisers Act of 1940 to provide a registration
exemption for private equity fund advisers,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1204. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) to establish
an Aviation Security Advisory Committee,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1241. An act to facilitate a land ex-
change involving certain National Forest
System lands in the Inyo National Forest,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1846. An act to amend the Act estab-
lishing the Lower East Side Tenement Na-
tional Historic Site, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1900. An act to provide for the timely
consideration of all licenses, permits, and
approvals required under Federal law with
respect to the siting, construction, expan-
sion, or operation of any natural gas pipeline
projects.

H.R. 1963. An act to amend the Water Con-
servation and Utilization Act to authorize
the development of non-Federal hydropower
and issuance of leases of power privileges at
projects constructed pursuant to the author-
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ity of the Water Conservation and Utiliza-
tion Act, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2388. An act to take certain Federal
lands located in El Dorado County, Cali-
fornia, into trust for the benefit of the Shin-
gle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 2650. An act to allow the Fond du Lac
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa in the State
of Minnesota to lease or transfer certain
land.

H.R. 2719. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to imple-
ment best practices and improve trans-
parency with regard to technology acquisi-
tion programs, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3309. An act to amend title 35, United
States Code, and the Leahy-Smith America
Invents Act to make improvements and tech-
nical corrections, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3547. An act to extend the application
of certain space launch liability provisions
through 2014.

H.R. 3588. An act to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to exempt fire hydrants from
the prohibition on the use of lead pipes, fit-
tings, fixtures, solder, and flux.

H.R. 3626. An act to extend the
Undetectable Firearms Act of 1988 for 10
years.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 6:27 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore
(Mr. DENHAM) has signed the following
enrolled bill:

H.R. 3626. An act to extend the
Undetectable Firearms Act of 1988 for 10
years.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. MURPHY).

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1095. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) to transfer
unclaimed money recovered at airport secu-
rity checkpoints to nonprofit organizations
that provide places of rest and recuperation
at airports for members of the Armed Forces
and their families, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

H.R. 1105. An act to amend the Investment
Advisers Act of 1940 to provide a registration
exemption for private equity fund advisers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

H.R. 1204. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) to establish
an Aviation Security Advisory Committee,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 1241. An act to facilitate a land ex-
change involving certain National Forest
System lands in the Inyo National Forest,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 1846. An act to amend the Act estab-
lishing the Lower East Side Tenement Na-
tional Historic Site, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 1900. An act to provide for the timely
consideration of all licenses, permits, and
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