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receiving an honorable discharge, Eldon re-
turned to trucking, hauling milk, horses, and 
other heavy equipment. 

In 1969, Eldon married Eloise Tibbits at the 
Gouverneur United Methodist Church. To-
gether, they purchased Van Ornum Furniture 
on Main Street in Gouverneur, which they 
owned and operated until it was sold in 1998. 
In 1985, Eldon became interested in serving 
his local community and served as Village 
Trustee, Mayor, and finally Town Councilman. 
He served as Councilman from 2003 until his 
passing. Additionally, Eldon was the Town 
Chairman of the Gouverneur Republican Town 
Committee. Because of his tremendous work 
in this position and his unyielding commitment 
to the North Country, the St. Lawrence Repub-
lican County Committee presented him with 
the prestigious Betsy Kaplan Award in 2017. 

Eldon dedicated his storied career to serv-
ing the Gouverneur community in many ca-
pacities. Eldon co-owned many other 
Gouverneur businesses, including the Gralyn 
Theater, Gouverneur Bowl, and Antique Em-
porium. He also was a member of the Greater 
Gouverneur Chamber of Commerce and be-
came an honorary lifetime member in 2017. 
Throughout his tenure in public service, Eldon 
worked tirelessly to improve the quality of life 
for residents of Gouverneur. Eldon was instru-
mental in several projects, including by being 
a vocal advocate for the recently completed 
Gouverneur Community Center. 

Eldon’s commitment to serving his commu-
nity should serve as inspiration to all. On be-
half of New York’s 21st Congressional District, 
I am honored to recognize Eldon’s exceptional 
leadership and remember his enduring con-
tributions to the Gouverneur community. 
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Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam speaker, 
I rise to remember the life, spirit, friendship, 
and leadership of Julie Cherry. 

Julie Tregre Cherry, age 62, passed away 
October 25, 2022, in Baton Rouge, far too 
soon. Julie served most recently as the Sec-
retary-Treasurer to the Louisiana American 
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (AFL–CIO) and was a former 
President of the East Baton Rouge Federation 
of Teachers. Julie was a dedicated public 
servant and fierce fighter for equity and jus-
tice. She advocated for laws, regulations, and 
policies beneficial to working families in the 
Louisiana Legislature and served on various 
boards and commissions, including the Lou-
isiana Educational Television Authority, Baton 
Rouge Fire and Police Civil Service Board, 
and Governor’s Workers’ Compensation Advi-
sory Council. In 2014, she received national 
recognition with the Presbrey Champion of 
Labor Award from the Workers’ Injury Law and 
Advocacy Group and in 2012, the Dragon 
Slayer Award from Louisiana Workers’ Advo-
cates. 

Just this year, Julie graduated from the 
Southern University Law Center with a Juris 
Doctorate and was looking forward to the next 

chapter in her professional life helping under-
served and under-resourced people in Lou-
isiana. Also, as a life-long music minister, Julie 
was heavily involved in the local Catholic com-
munity, especially the parishes of St. Jean 
Vianney and Most Blessed Sacrament. She 
remained a long-time educator and passionate 
student. 

Julie is survived by her devoted partner, 
Richard le Bouef, and children Elaine 
Blacharski (Tony), Aaron Cherry (Elisabeth), 
Luke Cherry (Nicole), and Jacob Cherry (Juli-
ette) as well as beloved grandchildren Reed, 
Penelope, Aaron Jr., James, Arthur, and 
Louis. She is also survived by mother Jeanne 
Tregre, sisters Marie Rourke (Mike), Patricia 
DeWeese (Danny), and Jeanne ‘‘Cathy’’ Kelly 
(Larry), and an extended family of nieces and 
nephews. Julie was preceded in death by her 
father, Bruce Tregre, Sr.; brothers Bruce Jr. 
‘‘Spike’’ and Michael Tregre; former husband, 
Daniel Cherry; and nephew, Jordy Rourke. 

I’m sending prayers to Julie’s family, friends, 
students, colleagues, and church community. 

She will be sorely missed. 
I take comfort knowing she is with her Sav-

ior in heaven. 
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the achievements of Judge Alex 
Calabrese, the presiding judge of the Red 
Hook Community Justice Center in my district 
in Brooklyn, New York. Judge Calabrese 
began his legal career as a public defender in 
the Legal Aid Society’s Criminal Defense 
Practice and went on to serve as the court at-
torney for the Honorable Leslie Crocker Sny-
der. He was later appointed to the bench in 
1997, presiding in Kings County Criminal 
Court prior to his tenure in Red Hook. While 
sitting through Kings County arraignments of 
low-level cases, he recognized the return ap-
pearances of those who had previously came 
before him. He began incorporating supportive 
services as part of sentencing including a fol-
low-up approach which had not been done be-
fore. This brought him to the attention of Cen-
ter for Court Innovation which was opening the 
Red Hook Community Court. As the first and 
only presiding judge in the Red Hook Court, 
Judge Calabrese handled cases from three ju-
risdictions: criminal, family, and housing, the 
first in the country to do so. 

Judge Calabrese kept to his belief in peo-
ple, viewing each who came before him as 
unique and deserving of respect, and most of 
all, the opportunity to live up to their full poten-
tial. Under his leadership, he fostered the 
Peacemaking approach of the Navajo Nation 
where the community comes together as part 
of decision making. A key innovation is Red 
Hook Youth Court where young people are 
trained to serve as jurors, judges and advo-
cates for their peers who have committed 
minor offenses. This approach helps restore 
the harm done in the community and ensure 
those involved receive the help they need to 
avoid getting caught up in the justice system, 
addressing early-on underlying issues that 
prompt criminal behavior in the first place. 

Judge Calabrese has shared his unique ap-
proach from the bench by presenting and 
teaching extensively, both nationally and inter-
nationally. Lord Woolf, Chief Judge of England 
and Whales said: ‘‘the Red Hook Courthouse 
is the finest example of restorative justice I 
have ever seen and should be emulated by 
courts throughout the world; then justice will 
truly have meaning.’’ For his greater than two 
decades of service on the bench to reform jus-
tice in our communities, I recognize Judge 
Alex Calabrese for his invaluable service to us 
all. 
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Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 51st Anniversary of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. 

Though the SPLC was founded after the 
passing of the Civil Rights Law of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights Law of 1965, the founders of 
the SPLC, two young civil rights lawyers from 
Montgomery recognized that despite the prom-
ises of these laws, life for African Americans 
in the South remained the same. They wit-
nessed first-hand the devastating effects of ra-
cial injustice, and together, Joseph Levin Jr. 
and Morris Dees committed themselves to 
provide a voice for the disenfranchised. 

Watching our communities strategically ex-
cluded from a range of economic and edu-
cational opportunities, they took pro bona 
cases few others were willing to pursue, re-
sulting in the desegregation of recreational fa-
cilities, the reapportionment of the Alabama 
Legislature, and reforms in the state prison 
system. It was from the work and vision of 
these two men that the Southern Poverty Law 
Center was born in 1971. 

Specializing in civil rights and public interest 
litigation, the SPLC has remained dedicated to 
working directly with communities to dismantle 
white supremacy, protect voting rights, eradi-
cate poverty, and reform the criminal justice 
system. Through more than 30 landmark legal 
victories, the work of the SPLC has spurred 
systemic reforms in the Deep South and 
fought to protect our most sacred and funda-
mental rights. 

During its 1981 litigation efforts against the 
Ku Klux Klan, the SPLC discovered the lack of 
comprehensive information on American rad-
ical groups. Recognizing the vitalness of this 
resource in the fight to battle injustice, the 
SPLC created its Intelligence Project and 
Hatewatch program to monitor and expose 
such groups. Today, their Intelligence Project 
tracks more than 1,600 extremist groups in the 
United States and is an invaluable resource 
for training and educating the public. 

As a forward-facing organization, the SPLC 
has transformed over the years as a catalyst 
of change; while also ensuring that we never 
forget the sacrifice and bravery of those on 
whose shoulders we stand. Through the Civil 
Rights Memorial Center, the SPLC has memo-
rialized the stories of the countless known and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:09 Nov 04, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A03NO8.004 E03NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-11-04T03:38:12-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




