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Providing quality customer service is an in-
herent part of the responsibilities of any con-
gressional and intergovernmental affairs spe-
cialist. Mr. Arnade’s superior work ethic and
professional drive to deliver high-quality, on-
time service to Congress and others was ex-
emplary among his peers. Mr. Arnade is well
known among his colleagues for his avail-
ability, responsiveness and dedication, rou-
tinely working beyond traditional work hours to
respond to Congressional inquiries. These ef-
forts contributed to the development of high-
quality legislative solutions and reinforced
FHWA’s reputation for providing exceptional
technical assistance to Capitol Hill.

Mr. Arnade exemplifies the highest stand-
ards of public service and embodies FHWA'’s
spirit of professionalism and customer service.
Over the years, the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, other congressional
committees, Members of Congress, and their
staff have relied on Mr. Arnade’s legislative
and highway policy expertise, quick and help-
ful responses, and cheerful demeanor. Mr.
Arnade’s colleagues at USDOT and FHWA
depended on his tireless efforts and his never-
wilted spirit. Mr. Arnade will be missed at
FHWA. However, his legacy will live on in the
customers he served, the staff he mentored
and trained, and the colleagues he influenced.

On behalf of the Committee, my colleagues,
and our staff, | thank Mr. Arnade for his stead-
fast public service and his support for Con-
gress and extend our well wishes to Mr.
Arnade on his retirement.

————

RECOGNIZING MINNESOTA SOY-
BEAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT BOB WORTH

HON. ANGIE CRAIG

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate outgoing Minnesota Soybean
Growers Association (MSGA) President Bob
Worth.

Bob has served more than two decades
with the Minnesota Soybean Growers Associa-
tion in various roles: beginning as a volunteer,
treasurer, secretary and lastly as president.
MSGA is our nation’s longest-running state
soybean association, and Bob is the only Min-
nesota farmer to have served multiple, two-
year terms as president. Bob also has worked
on his father's corn and soybean farm in
southwest Minnesota for more than 50 years
with his wife Gail, their son Jon and Jon’s
family.

I’'m thankful for our strong working relation-
ship during his time with MSGA. During his
tenure, Bob has become a national spokes-
person for rural mental health awareness; in
this role, he’s bravely shared his story and en-
couraged his fellow rural residents to rally
around each other. Bob is also a strong advo-
cate and leader in expanding and protecting
renewable biofuels. Thanks to the hard work
from leaders like Bob, Minnesota became the
first state to require biodiesel in our diesel fuel
blends when Bob first served as MSGA presi-
dent.

In Congress, | am proud to be a co-chair of
the bipartisan House Biofuels Caucus and a
strong advocate for renewable biofuels. In par-
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ticular, |1 have urged the FDA to consider how
biofuels can address climate change and im-
prove emissions factors. Homegrown biofuels
are tools we have at our fingertips right now
to help address climate change, thanks to
leaders like Bob.

I’'m grateful for our partnership, and | wish
Bob and his family the best in his next chap-
ter.

————

COMMEMORATING THE SWEARING-
IN OF JILL DUTTON

HON. LANCE GOODEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2024

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the swearing-in of Jill
Dutton as State Representative for Texas’ 2nd
House District. Mrs. Dutton is a strong con-
servative, entrepreneur, and devoted to the
people of Van Zandt County. | am confident
she will be a determined and effective rep-
resentative for her constituents.

Mrs. Dutton embodies Texas' highest val-
ues. She is a former school board member
with Van ISD where she fought for parents
and students. When a tornado struck her
town, she worked to rebuild the schools and
develop a new Career & Technology Center
that now prepares students for careers after
graduation. She has dedicated herself to serv-
ing the people of Van Zandt County and | look
forward to what she will accomplish for the
people of Texas.

| am proud to represent Van Zandt County
and am confident that she will diligently serve
them in the Texas Legislature. | wish her and
her family the very best as she begins her
term.

HONORING DR. SANDRA ORTEGA
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OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2024

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the selfless service and incred-
ible accomplishments of Dr. Sandra Ortega, a
United States Air Force Veteran and retired
Chief Master Sergeant. She was the first Afri-
can-American woman to join the Air Force in
1958.

Under the direct commission of President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Dr. Ortega dedicated
her military career and life after serving to im-
proving the lives of countless military families
and communities. It was in the Air Force
where she challenged and broke down racial
and gender stereotypes and barriers. During
her service, Dr. Ortega worked as the Chief of
Social Actions where she implemented pro-
grams to help servicemembers and their fami-
lies remain as constructive members of their
military community and educate them on drug
and alcohol addiction prevention. Her service
has had ripple effects across New Jersey and
the Nation.

Not only did Dr. Ortega dedicate her life to
serving our country, she has worked to im-
prove the lives of communities around the
world. She worked to improve education and
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health infrastructures across Africa, rebuild
and stabilize communities in the former Soviet
Union after its dissolution, and other emer-
gency management and relief efforts in dis-
aster-stricken communities.

Dr. Ortega earned a Masters in Counseling
Psychology from Ball State University, an
Honorary Doctorate of Laws from Morgan
State University, and a Ph.D. in Sociology
from La Salle University. Today, she spreads
her love for, and the importance of, education
through her role as an Adjunct Professor at
the University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey.

The scope of Dr. Ortega’s work has touched
so many lives, including some in my home of
Burlington County. A resident of Marlton, she
has been elected three times as the Demo-
cratic Committeewoman representing
Evesham Township, New Jersey in the Bur-
lington County Democratic Committee.

Dr. Ortega not only excelled at serving her
country and community, but she is a loving
wife, mother, and grandmother. She was mar-
ried to her late husband, Julio Ortega, for over
60 years and has four daughters and nine
grandchildren.

While many community members locally
know Dr. Sandra Ortega and her positive im-
pact in our community, today I'm proud to
honor her tenure as a public servant and vet-
eran of the United States Air Force. We are
lucky to have her inspiration in our community.

——————

BOYLE COUNTY FOOTBALL—STATE
CHAMPIONS
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Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure today to rise and recognize the Boyle
County Rebels, a football powerhouse, in the
1st Congressional District of Kentucky upon
their recent winning of the state championship.

| am honored to recognize the Boyle County
Rebels on their fourth consecutive state cham-
pionship. The hours of hard work that this
team puts in both on and off the field does not
go unnoticed as they ended their undefeated
season as champions.

| want to congratulate all the players, staff,
faculty, and the entire community of Boyle
County on this great achievement. This foot-
ball program has had historic success, and |
have no doubt they will continue their winning
traditions in the future.

| join with the community of Boyle County in
celebrating the Rebels football team in their
fourth consecutive 4A state championship.

———

HONORING MSU MEN’S BASKET-
BALL COACH TOM IZZO FOR HIS
700 WINS

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 14, 2024

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today | pay trib-
ute to a legendary member of the Michigan

State University community: head coach of the
men’s basketball team, Tom 1zzo. Now in his
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