
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E577 June 3, 2024 

RECOGNIZING HENDRICK HOME 
FOR CHILDREN’S 85 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. JODEY C. ARRINGTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Hendrick Home for Children, 
which is celebrating 85 years of service to the 
Abilene community. Since its inception in 
1939, Hendrick Home for Children has con-
sistently served as a beacon of hope and ref-
uge for countless children and families from 
across the Big Country. 

Throughout its rich history, Hendrick Home 
for Children has embodied the true spirit of the 
Christian mission through its unwavering com-
mitment to creating a nurturing environment 
for the most vulnerable among us. The dedi-
cated staff, volunteers, and generous sup-
porters have fostered a sense of community 
where every child is embraced with open arms 
and guided toward a path of healing and 
growth. Beyond meeting their basic needs, the 
Home has fostered a sense of belonging, pur-
pose, and faith, laying the foundation for 
brighter and more resilient lives. 

As we commemorate this significant mile-
stone, let us not only celebrate the remarkable 
achievements of Hendrick Home for Children 
but also reaffirm our collective commitment to 
supporting its vital mission for generations to 
come. For 85 years, the Home has been a 
shining example of Christ’s love in action and 
embodied His teachings of compassion, 
mercy, and stewardship. Through its unwaver-
ing dedication to serving the most vulnerable 
among us, the Hendrick Home has been a 
testament to the transformative power of faith. 
I’m proud to represent this unique institution 
and its wonderful people in our Nation’s cap-
ital. Congratulations on 85 outstanding years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING A BRAVE AND COM-
PASSIONATE NEIGHBOR: ERIK 
ARCHAMBEAULT 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate a brave and compas-
sionate resident of my district; Erik 
Archambeault. On April 9, 2024, shortly before 
noon, Erik was quietly celebrating his 47th 
birthday. He was interrupted by the sound of 
gunfire which appeared to be coming from the 
nearby Red Line CTA train station. Erik ran to-
wards the gunfire to assist a resident who had 
been walking their dog. It turned out that a 
shooter jumped out of a car, opened fire, kill-
ing one—James Craig Smith, Jr.—and injuring 
the neighbor that Erik Archambeault was rush-
ing to assist. 

Without hesitation, Erik guided the injured 
man into his business, Rogers Park Social, 
and tended to his wound until he was safely 
in the hands of the paramedics. Mr. 
Archambeault demonstrated tremendous brav-
ery and compassion for a neighbor in need. 
This is not the first time that Erik has risen to 
the occasion in a tense situation. Several 
years ago, Erik faced another tragically similar 
situation and rushed to aid and comfort an-
other shooting victim in his neighborhood. In 
that case, the neighbor sadly did not survive. 

Mr Archambeault is the owner of Rogers 
Park Social and Rogers Part Provisions, two 
local businesses whose mission states: 

‘‘Founded and operated by neighborhood 
residents, we strive to mindfully infuse the 
spirit of community, diversity, and service in all 
that we offer.’’ 

No truer words were ever spoken. Erik 
Archambeault personifies what it means to be 
a resident who gives back and plays an inte-
gral role in the broader community. On behalf 
of the residents of the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois, I thank Erik for being our neigh-
bor. We are so grateful for the impact that he 
has had on our neighborhood. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GARDEN STATE 
EQUALITY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of Garden 
State Equality. Since its inception, Garden 
State Equality has provided support and advo-
cacy to LGBTQ+ communities across New 
Jersey and its work is truly deserving of this 
body’s recognition. 

Organized in 2004 with the mission to insti-
tute marriage equality in New Jersey, Garden 
State Equality has not only succeeded in that 
goal but has continued to champion equal 
rights and protections for LGBTQ+ individuals. 
Throughout its 20-year history, Garden State 
Equality has seen major accomplishments in 
New Jersey, including the Anti-Bullying Bill of 
Rights, LGBTQ Older Adults Bill of Rights, 
Transgender Equality Taskforce, gender iden-
tity recognition, and LGBTQ-inclusive school 
curriculum. It is a leading voice on LGBTQ+ 
issues and priorities and is an effective advo-
cate on behalf of New Jersey’s activist com-
munity. 

In addition to its advocacy, Garden State 
Equality’s training and education programs are 
invaluable resources to the community, culti-
vating a more inclusive environment through 
better understanding of the issues and needs 
the LGBTQ+ community faces. It also pro-
vides resources and assistance to LGBTQ+ 
individuals—identifying LGBTQ-friendly 
healthcare providers, providing legal name 
and gender change instruction, and explaining 

LGBTQ+ rights and protections, among oth-
ers. 

Founded by Steven Goldstein, today Gar-
den State Equality is led by Executive Director 
Christian Fuscarino. Its success, outreach, 
and relevancy are evident in its growth as the 
largest LGBTQ+ advocacy organization in 
New Jersey with over 150,000 members. 

Mr. Speaker, on its 20th anniversary, it is 
my honor and privilege to recognize the out-
standing efforts and dedication of Garden 
State Equality on behalf of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PAUL 
ALBERT MIDER 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Paul Albert Mider, 
a dedicated public servant and beloved family 
man who passed away at the age of 77 on 
February 20, 2024. 

A stalwart public servant and cherished fam-
ily man, Paul’s journey in public service began 
after he answered the call to serve our nation 
by enlisting in the United States Air Force dur-
ing the Vietnam War, where he excelled as an 
Aeromedical Specialist in North Dakota and 
Canada. 

Upon completing his military service, Paul 
relocated to Washington, D.C., and embarked 
on a career as a psychiatric technician, dedi-
cating himself to those grappling with mental 
health and substance abuse challenges. His 
pursuit of knowledge continued at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, where he obtained his under-
graduate degree, followed by further studies at 
New Yolk University and Fielding Graduate 
University. 

A relentless commitment to service defined 
Paul’s professional life. He contributed signifi-
cantly to the Veterans Administration’s sub-
stance abuse programs and was a trailblazer 
in identifying Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
among Vietnam War veterans. His expertise 
also brought him to the New York City Fire 
Department, where he was instrumental in es-
tablishing their Counseling Unit, providing es-
sential support to firefighters during and fol-
lowing the catastrophic events of September 
11, 2001. 

In addition to his work with the VA and 
FDNY, Paul held various academic and clin-
ical positions, directed the substance abuse 
division at the Long Island Jewish-Hillside 
Medical Center, and taught at numerous uni-
versities. He maintained a successful private 
practice focusing on substance abuse, anxiety, 
mood disorders, and family therapy. Paul’s 
generosity extended to pro bono work in immi-
gration hardship cases, assisting many in se-
curing asylum and navigating the complex im-
migration system. Even in retirement, he con-
tinued contributing to his community as a 
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board member at Girling Home Health in Aus-
tin, Texas. 

Paul’s unwavering dedication to his family— 
including his beloved wife Barbara and sons 
Michael and Nicholas—and his profound pas-
sion for helping others serve as a testament to 
his exceptional character. 

As we honor Paul’s memory today, let us 
remember how his life’s work and compas-
sionate spirit profoundly impacted countless 
lives, leaving a legacy of love, service, and in-
tegrity. He will be sorely missed, but his con-
tributions to mental health, veteran support, 
and community service will resonate for gen-
erations. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUPERINTENDENT 
MARY SUZUKI ON THE OCCASION 
OF HER RETIREMENT FROM THE 
BEAR VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

HON. JAY OBERNOLTE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Dr. Mary Suzuki’s retirement 
from the Bear Valley Unified School District in 
Big Bear Lake, California. Dr. Suzuki served 
as superintendent for nearly a decade, playing 
a vital role in building a safe and quality learn-
ing environment for all students in the Big 
Bear Valley. 

Dr. Suzuki’s service to Bear Valley Unified 
represents the very best of our community’s 
values. An educator with over thirty years of 
experience, Dr. Suzuki taught students at a 
variety of grade levels while working tirelessly, 
including as a literacy coach, to ensure that all 
her students enjoyed an innovative, positive 
learning environment that prepared them for 
life’s next steps. 

Her administrative positions have been 
equally remarkable. Dr. Suzuki’s work as prin-
cipal, Director of Curriculum and 21st Century 
Learning, as well as her service as chair-
person of the California Technology Assist-
ance Project, were key in preparing her to be 
superintendent of Bear Valley Unified, allowing 
her to make an indelible contribution to our 
rural community. Dr. Suzuki’s nearly three 
decades of pedagogical and administrative ex-
perience ensured that Bear Valley Unified re-
mains a world-class district where all students 
receive a high-quality education. 

In addition to Dr. Suzuki’s impressive work 
in education, she and her husband of 42 
years, Dan, raised a wonderful family. Their 
three children, Elizabeth, David, and Matthew, 
as well as their seven grandchildren, are a 
true testament to their strong familial bonds 
and her role as a loving and devoted wife, 
mother, and grandmother. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Dr. Suzuki for her selfless service to Califor-
nia’s students, in commending her for her 
steadfast dedication to our community, and in 
wishing her many years of joy and peace in 
her well-earned retirement with friends and 
family. 

HONORING EDWIN HARRY 
CLANTON 

HON. RICHARD McCORMICK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life and legacy of Mr. Edwin 
Harry Clanton, a long time constituent and 
resident of Forsyth County, Georgia. Born in 
Alpharetta, Georgia in 1948, Mr. Clanton was 
a kind, hardworking man who lived in such a 
manner where he consistently prioritized the 
needs of others above his own. He served his 
country with pride during the Vietnam War as 
an Army Sergeant in the 1st Platoon of the 
Big Red One, C Company, 1st Battalion, 26th 
Infantry. 

Once he returned from service, Mr. Clanton 
married Mardell, who was the love of his life 
and together they had two daughters and 
many grandchildren. While no longer serving 
in uniform, Mr. Clanton was a bedrock in his 
community, serving Atlanta Street Baptist 
Church as a deacon for many years and al-
ways willing to lend a helping hand to whoever 
was in need. 

Mr. Clanton passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by family on April 30, 2024. I am 
proud to have had him as my constituent and 
send my deepest condolences to his family 
and friends as they mourn his loss. Although 
he is no longer with us, his incredible legacy 
will never be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING MAJORITY LEADER 
KARI DZIEDZIC 

HON. ILHAN OMAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dedicated public servant, Minnesota 
Senator Kari Dziedzic, and recognize her his-
toric tenure. 

The impact of Senator Dziedzic’s time as 
Minnesota Senate Majority Leader for the 
2023 legislative session will reverberate for 
years. Thanks in large part to her leadership, 
our state saw a historically productive session 
that will leave a lasting and transformational 
legacy on Minnesotans for generations to 
come. In 2023, the Minnesota Legislature 
passed significant investments in our state’s 
K–12 education system, local governments, 
transportation infrastructure, affordable hous-
ing, and a green economy. Our elected offi-
cials also codified many progressive priorities, 
some of which had been stalled by gridlock for 
decades. These victories included statewide 
abortion access, Paid Family and Medical 
Leave, driver’s licenses for all Minnesotans, 
the Trans Refuge and CROWN Acts, legal-
izing recreational cannabis, voting rights for 
55,000 people, 100% renewable energy by 
2040 statewide, and automatic expungement 
of low-level cannabis offenses for tens of thou-
sands of Minnesotans. These nationally- and 
internationally-lauded accomplishments simply 
could not have happened without Majority 
Leader Dziedzic’s guidance and mediation. 

It was my great honor to work with Majority 
Leader Dziedzic when I was first elected to 

the Minnesota legislature, as we shared the 
privilege of representing District 60 as Rep-
resentative and Senator. I look forward to wit-
nessing the legacy of her work in the years to 
come especially her efforts to ensure the well- 
being of more than 70,000 students, staff, and 
faculty who make up the University of Min-
nesota campus community. Since she was 
first elected in 2012, she authored countless 
bills to improve the campus, including funding 
for outdated infrastructure, critical research, 
and student health and safety. Majority Leader 
Dziedzic’s five terms in the Minnesota Senate 
will be marked by her steadfast commitment to 
her constituents and her unique ability to bring 
people together to find functional, enduring so-
lutions. 

Her leadership in the past decade, and es-
pecially while serving as Senate Majority 
Leader, is a great inspiration to me and so 
many others. Her devotion to thoughtful, inclu-
sive, and productive lawmaking has made our 
state a better place to live for all Minnesotans, 
particularly those who have too often been left 
behind. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our profound gratitude to Majority 
Leader Dziedzic for her hard work and dedica-
tion as a Minnesota legislator. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2024 UCLA 
WOMEN’S WATER POLO TEAM 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. LIEU. Mr. Speaker, I use today to cele-
brate the women’s water polo team from the 
University of California, Los Angeles. They 
took home the 2024 National Collegiate Wom-
en’s Water Polo Championship on the 12th of 
May. UCLA defeated the women’s water polo 
team from the University of California, Berke-
ley at the Spieker Aquatics Complex in Berke-
ley, California. 

The UCLA women’s water polo team ac-
complished their third undefeated season in 
program history, completing a perfect run to 
their NCAA Championship. This year’s cham-
pionship is the program’s 12th national cham-
pionship and 123rd overall NCAA champion-
ship earned by a UCLA team. 

The team’s head coach Adam Wright led 
the women’s water polo team to their first 
championship since 2009. The UCLA women’s 
water polo team should be proud of their ac-
complishments, becoming the fifth team in 
NCAA women’s water polo history to complete 
an undefeated season and remain the top- 
seed. The team’s perseverance allowed them 
to lead the game following a tie of four points 
during halftime. During the third quarter, hold-
ing an outstanding 8–6 lead, the team secured 
a 10–6 lead following a hat trick by one of 
their star players. 

I would like to sincerely congratulate the 
UCLA women’s water polo team once again 
on winning the national championship and 
wish them the best of luck next season. Their 
performance and perseverance was a sight to 
behold and a tribute to the achievements of 
student athletes throughout the Nation. Go 
Bruins. 
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE TED BLUM 4–H 
CENTER 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to extend my warmest congratula-
tions to Somerset County 4–H on the 50th an-
niversary of the Ted Blum 4–H Center. I am 
truly grateful to be celebrating this monu-
mental milestone with you all. 

Named after Ted Blum, one of the most im-
portant and beloved figures in New Jersey’s 
4–H community, Somerset County’s 4–H Cen-
ter was touted as the largest building of its 
kind in the nation when it opened in 1974. The 
Ted Blum 4–H Center has served as a model 
for 4–H facilities nationwide, providing meeting 
spaces for clubs and events as well as office 
space for the dedicated staff and volunteers 
who continue to ensure that ‘‘4–H Is Tops’’. 

I wish all the best to Somerset County 4–H 
on the 50th anniversary of the landmark Ted 
Blum 4–H Center, and I extend my thanks for 
all that they do for our community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHRIS 
HASTEDT ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a dedicated advocate and leader in 
my state who is retiring after several decades 
working to improve the lives of her fellow citi-
zens. For nearly fifty years, Christine (‘‘Chris’’) 
Hastedt has worked tirelessly to further equity, 
economic security, and access to higher edu-
cation—among many other things—for all 
Mainers. 

At the start of her career, Chris worked as 
a paralegal at Pine Tree Legal Assistance, a 
nonprofit organization which provides free, civil 
legal assistance to low-income people in 
Maine. Through her dedication and ingenuity, 
Chris proved to be fearless and deeply effec-
tive at expanding access to legal representa-
tion for countless people. Chris’ years with 
Pine Tree were only the first of her forty-eight 
celebrated years as a respected and well- 
known force in the Maine State House. During 
my years at the State House, I relied on Chris 
for accurate information, strategic thinking and 
passion for all of the right causes. Many of our 
successes during that era were due to her as-
sistance and persistence. 

In 1996, Chris co-founded Maine Equal Jus-
tice, a nonprofit civil legal aid and economic 
justice organization. Under her guidance as 
Senior Policy Advisor, Maine Equal Justice 
has empowered people to better understand 
laws and independently navigate government 
systems to support their needs. By sharing her 
resources and policy knowledge, Chris has es-
tablished coalitions among government agen-
cies, policymakers, experts, academics, and 
national partners. Chris has consistently led 
with empathy and a distinct understanding of 
how to work with people across all back-
grounds and life experiences. 

In addition, Chris has dedicated her time to 
making higher education and workforce train-
ing more accessible for Mainers with low in-
comes. By advocating for programs such as 
Parents as Scholars, the Competitive Skills 
Scholarship Program, and Higher Opportunity 
for Pathways to Employment, Chris has 
helped thousands of Maine people reach their 
goals by expanding access to postsecondary 
education. 

Chris Hastedts’ nearly half-century as a 
uniquely dedicated advocate makes me very 
proud to represent her and the State of Maine 
in Congress. I wish Chris the best in her re-
tirement, and I wholeheartedly thank her for 
her many years of influential work. 

f 

HONORING MSGT MATTHEW PERRI 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I’m honored to 
recognize Master Sergeant (MSgt) Matthew 
Perri’s 23 years of distinguished service, and 
congratulate him on his well-earned retirement 
from the United States Air Force. 

MSgt Perri began his military career in Au-
gust 2001, when he enlisted as a Security 
Forces Apprentice in the U.S. Air Force. After 
completing basic and technical training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, he was assigned to 
the 568th Security Forces Squadron at 
Ramstein Air Base in Germany. MSgt Perri 
quickly earned selection as a Security Forces 
Controller, and was deployed in support of 
Operations Southern Watch, Enduring Free-
dom, and Iraqi Freedom. In 2004, he was 
transferred to the 11th Security Forces Squad-
ron in Washington D.C., where he was se-
lected to attend a Military Dog Handlers 
course and, upon graduation, served in var-
ious Presidential support missions where he 
provided explosive detection support. 

After a brief break in service, MSgt Perri re-
turned to military service in the 193rd Special 
Operations Civil Engineering Squadron as a 
Fire Protection Specialist, and quickly earned 
appointment to Station Captain. MSgt Perri 
further expanded his scope of service as a 
Career Enlisted Aviator, Loadmaster. Shortly 
after graduating this course, he was selected 
as the Noncommissioned Officer in Charge 
(NCOIC), wherein he oversaw daily flight oper-
ations, and ensured mission readiness and 
that Loadmaster training requirements were 
met. Through his exceptional performance as 
NCOIC, he was selected to attend Loadmaster 
Flight Instructor School, and deployed multiple 
times in support of Operation Inherent Re-
solve. 

Throughout his illustrious career, MSgt Perri 
earned myriad medals and awards, including 
the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster (OLC), 
the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Air 
Force Achievement Medal with two OLC, the 
(PA) MG Thomas R White Jr. Medal, the (PA) 
GEN Thomas J. Stewart Medal, First Term 
Airman of the Year/Ramstein Air Base Award, 
2003 Airman of the Year/568th Security 
Forces Squadron, Ramstein Air Base, 2004 
Airman of the Quarter/11th Security Forces 
Squadron, Washington, D.C., 2005 Amn of the 
Quarter/11th Security Forces Squadron. 
Washington, D.C., 2005 Airman of the Year/ 

11th Security Forces Squadron, Washington 
D.C., 2011 Noncommissioned Officer of the 
Year/193rd Civil Engineering Squadron, 2019 
Noncommissioned Officer of the Year/PA, and 
the 2021 Senior Noncommissioned Officer of 
the Year. He also acquired more than 1,000 
flight hours, including more than 295 combat 
hours, flying the C 130J, HC1303, MC130J, 
and EC130J aircrafts. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m honored, privileged, and 
humbled to congratulate Master Sergeant Mat-
thew Perri on his retirement from the United 
States Air Force. His tireless, faithful, and self-
less service of 23 years to the United States 
of America sets the standard by which we all 
should be judged. 

f 

HONORING THE 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF KIDWORKS 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of Kid 
Works, a community-driven nonprofit organiza-
tion that continuously empowers youth in the 
City of Santa Ana. 

KidWorks’ mission is to inspire purpose in 
youth, fuel their growth, and help youth be 
leaders in their communities. KidWorks is de-
termined to unleash youth potential in over-
looked neighborhoods through mentoring, 
leadership opportunities, and academic enrich-
ment. 

Since its establishment in 1993, KidWorks 
has been a trailblazer in nurturing under- 
resourced youth by establishing the Dan 
Donahue Center along with a fully licensed 
preschool, after-school programs, college 
preparation programs and adult health and 
parenting services, exemplifying the potential 
of individuals from within communities to advo-
cate for youth leadership. 

Today, leadership empowerment expands at 
the heart of KidWorks, where youth are sup-
ported through mentoring, personal develop-
ment, leadership development, and college 
and career readiness. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the 30th anniversary of KidWorks. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MR. PATRICK COLLIGAN, 
PRESIDENT OF THE NEW JERSEY 
STATE POLICEMAN’S BENEVO-
LENT ASSOCIATION 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Mr. Patrick Colligan on 
his retirement as President of the New Jersey 
Policeman’s Benevolent Association or New 
Jersey State PBA. Over his decade-long ten-
ure as New Jersey State PBA President, Mr. 
Colligan has stood out as a passionate advo-
cate for law enforcement across the state. 
Personally, he has been a friend and trusted 
advisor on key bipartisan bills like the Invest to 
Protect Act. Mr. Colligan’s tireless advocacy 
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on behalf of New Jersey police will be hon-
ored and appreciated for years to come. 

Patrick Colligan began his career in law en-
forcement in August 1992 at the age of 27 
with the Franklin Township Police Department 
He graduated from Class 9–92 of the Som-
erset County Police Academy, where he 
served as class president and was the recipi-
ent of an academy leadership award. 

During his law enforcement career, Patrick 
received more than a dozen awards, citations, 
and commendations. He is a founding mem-
ber of the County Firewatch Program, a pre-
ventive program for juvenile fire setters. He 
also is a charter member of the County Arson 
Task Force. During his storied thirty-year ca-
reer in law enforcement, Patrick has worked 
on and has taken part in thousands of inves-
tigations as a Detective from thefts to homi-
cides. 

On July 1, 2014, Patrick became President 
of the 32,000-member-strong New Jersey 
State Policemen’s Benevolent Association, 
one of the largest in the country. In his capac-
ity as PBA President, Patrick has developed 
very strong relationships throughout New Jer-
sey. Within just a few years in his role, Patrick 
made a significant mark on the organization. 
Since 2017, he has been consistently ranked 
in the Insider NJ ‘‘100 Policymaker Power 
List’’ and the NJ Globe ‘‘100 Power List.’’ 

Patrick was appointed by Governor Jon 
Corzine to the Task Force on Police Suicides, 
which developed a successful video and pro-
gram to curtail what was an alarming trend of 
police suicides. Governor Corzine also ap-
pointed him to the New Jersey Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission (PERC) where he 
proudly served from 2009 to 2011. 

I salute Mr. Colligan for his steadfast leader-
ship of New Jersey State PBA and his lifelong 
commitment to public service. He has notched 
an amazing record of legislative accomplish-
ments that help keep our communities safe 
and ensure law enforcement have the re-
sources they need to protect and serve. Jer-
sey is truly lucky to have Patrick as a cham-
pion of what I believe are the greatest law en-
forcement officers in the country. I wish him a 
restful retirement with his wife, Lynette, and 
his wonderful family. 

f 

HONORING FATHER NICHOLAS 
PETROPOULAKOS’ RETIREMENT 
AFTER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I proudly 
join the Greek-Orthodox community of Staten 
Island to honor the service of Father Nicholas 
Petropoulakos and celebrate his retirement 
this month after 50 years of service to the 
Greek Orthodox Church of America. There-
fore, I include in the RECORD the following 
Proclamation: 

Whereas Father Nicholas Petropoulakos 
was born in Lowell, Massachusetts, and en-
tered Hellenic College Holy Cross School of 
Theology in 1967 to fulfill his calling of be-
coming an Orthodox priest; 

Whereas Father Nicholas was ordained to 
the Holy Diaconate in 1973 at Holy Cross 
Chapel on the campus of our seminary by His 
Eminence, Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago, 

and was named assistant to the Pastor of An-
nunciation Church in Woburn, Massachu-
setts; 

Whereas on June 1, 1974, he was ordained to 
the Holy Priesthood at his home Parish, 
Holy Trinity in Lowell, Massachusetts, again 
by His Eminence, Metropolitan Iakovos. In 
1987, Father Nick received a M.A. in Biblical 
Theology from the University of Notre 
Dame; 

Whereas since accepting the pastorate of 
Holy Trinity—St. Nicholas in August of 1996, 
Father Nick has been heavily involved in 
education ministries, leading Bible study 
sessions, and teaching in youth ministries. 
He helped develop the parish website further 
to bring the community together and intro-
duced the Junior Hellenic Dancers as well as 
a dance ministry for 3- to 6-year-olds; 

Whereas Father Nicholas established the 
ELEOS Ministry for illness support, orga-
nized monthly healing services, and initiated 
THARROS for divorced Orthodox Christians. 
He oversaw the completion of the Commu-
nity Center building program and led the 
renovation of the church, which was adorned 
with iconography for its consecration on 
June 3, 2013, conducted by His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios of America. 

On behalf of the Greek-Orthodox community 
of Staten Island, I want to thank Father Nich-
olas for his years of devotion, dedication, com-
mitment, and spiritual guidance. 

f 

THANKING TOM COYNE FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. BRYAN STEIL 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, to celebrate his re-
tirement, I rise to thank Mr. Tom Coyne for 33 
years of outstanding service to the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Tom has served this great 
institution as a valuable employee of the 
House Chief Administrative Office, both in the 
Office of Logistics & Support, and the Office of 
Finance. His journey was not without its chal-
lenges, but his resilience and dedication have 
been unwavering, and we are all the better for 
it. 

Before embarking on his 33-year journey 
with the U.S. House of Representatives, Tom 
Coyne dedicated four years of his life to the U 
S. Army, serving with honor in the 3rd U.S. In-
fantry Regiment, ‘‘The Old Guard’’ Unit. His 
military service concluded in 1984, and he 
then pursued his passion for numbers, earning 
a degree in Accounting from George Mason 
University. 

Tom began his career at the House in Feb-
ruary 1991 as an equipment counselor in the 
Office Equipment Services, and due to his ex-
cellent service, he was promoted through 
many positions, leading up to his role as Chief 
Logistics Officer. Tom assisted with multiple 
computer system implementations, which in-
clude the fixed asset and inventory manage-
ment system (FAIMS), work ticketing, point of 
sale, finance, and online flag ordering sys-
tems. Additionally, Tom was instrumental in 
initiating and managing the first Office Serv-
ices department, allowing offices to request 
CAO support and services more quickly. 

For 33 years, Tom’s logistical, technical, an-
alytical, communication, and financial skills 
have not just served the House, they have en-
riched it. His commitment and dedication have 

provided a wealth of institutional knowledge, 
resulting in numerous successful initiatives 
and programs. He has been a pillar of support 
during all significant events over the past three 
decades, such as 9/11, Anthrax, the pan-
demic, 17 Congressional transitions, five Inau-
gurations, and nine House leadership 
changes. His professionalism, solid presence, 
and unwavering confidence has been a source 
of reassurance for his team, the Chief Admin-
istrative Office, and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

While Tom’s physical presence will be 
missed in the halls, his legacy will continue to 
guide us. The Logistics & Support employees 
will continue to rely on his example, asking 
themselves daily, ‘‘What would Tom do?’’ This 
commitment ensures that the House Members 
will continue to receive the best service, a tes-
tament to Tom’s lasting impact. 

In retirement, Tom looks forward to embark-
ing on new adventures. He plans to spend 
more time exploring the world with his wife, 
Susan, and cherishing family moments with 
his sons, Tom and wife Amanda, Joe, James, 
and daughter Jennifer. The most recent addi-
tion to the family is his grandson, Henry, who 
will undoubtedly bring joy and laughter to their 
lives. Tom is excited about the opportunities 
and future endeavors that retirement will bring, 
and we wish him all the best in his new chap-
ter. 

On behalf of the entire House community, 
we extend our warmest congratulations to 
Tom Coyne. We celebrate his many years of 
dedication and outstanding contributions to the 
U.S. House of Representatives. We wish Tom 
many wonderful years in fulfilling his retire-
ment dreams. May this new chapter be filled 
with joy, adventure, and fulfillment. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 35TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TIANANMEN 
SQUARE MASSACRE 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on June 4, we 
commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 
Tiananmen Square massacre, an event that 
serves as a stark reminder of the brutality of 
authoritarianism and its tragic human costs. 

Thirty-five years ago in 1989, in the heart of 
Beijing, the world witnessed a military crack-
down on peaceful pro-democracy protesters in 
Tiananmen Square. The Chinese govern-
ment’s violent suppression of student-led dem-
onstrations shook the world’s conscience, 
leaving a permanent scar on the collective 
memory of humanity and reminding us of the 
lengths to which authoritarian regimes will go 
to maintain their grip on power. There are 
credible estimates that more than 200,000 
Chinese army soldiers killed nearly 1,000 peo-
ple and wounded many thousands more. In 
the decades since the massacre, the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) has relentlessly pur-
sued its agenda of control and repression, 
which has stifled dissent and trampled on the 
fundamental rights of its citizens. Freedom of 
speech, assembly, and religion remain se-
verely curtailed, with censorship and surveil-
lance pervasive throughout the country. Dis-
sidents, human tights activists, and religious 
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minorities continue to face persecution, impris-
onment, and even disappearance simply for 
expressing their beliefs or advocating for 
change. 

The CCP continues its efforts to control the 
political discourse across the entire country 
and in every territory under its control. The 
crackdown in Hong Kong is one such exam-
ple. The imposition of the draconian National 
Security Law in 2020 marked a turning point 
in the erosion of the city’s autonomy and free-
doms. Pro-democracy activists, journalists, 
and political figures have been arrested, 
charged, and silenced under the guise of na-
tional security, while Beijing tightens its grip on 
the former British colony. The passage of the 
Article 23 legislation, which further restricts 
basic freedoms of speech and assembly, will 
continue the erosion of the ‘‘one country, two 
systems’’ principle, undermining the aspira-
tions of the people of Hong Kong and threat-
ening the stability and prosperity of the entire 
region. For this reason, I, along with Con-
gressman GUS BILIRAKIS, introduced a House 
Resolution that condemns the promulgation of 
the new Article 23 legislation and calls on 
other members of the international community 
to similarly condemn the process of under-
mining freedoms in Hong Kong. 

While the total number of lives impacted by 
China’s suppression of basic freedoms may 
never be fully known, I am honored to serve 
as an advocate for one person who has wit-
nessed firsthand the brutality of the regime. 
Mr. Ding Jiaxi, a prominent human rights law-
yer and democracy advocate was wrongfully 
imprisoned in 2019 for his peaceful activism 
and charged for the crime of ‘‘subversion of 
state power.’’ Mr. Ding’s courageous efforts to 
defend the lights of marginalized communities 
and promote greater government account-
ability made him a target of the regime’s ruth-
less crackdown on dissent. His arbitrary de-
tention, which included solitary confinement 
and physical abuse, serves as a stark re-
minder of the grave risks faced by those who 
dare to challenge the authoritarian rule of the 
CCP. Together with the Congressional Tom 
Lantos Human Rights Commission’s Defend-
ing Freedoms Project, I am committed to ad-
vocating for his release and reunion with his 
family. 

As we remember the victims of the 
Tiananmen Square massacre and honor their 
memory, we must reaffirm our commitment to 
the values of democracy, human rights, and 
freedom. We stand in solidarity with the peo-
ple of China, Hong Kong, and all those around 
the world who continue to courageously resist 
oppression and dream of a better future. Let 
us continue to pursue a world where freedoms 
are protected, and people like Mr. Ding Jiaxi, 
are not wrongfully imprisoned and silenced, 
but instead honored for their work to improve 
society. The image of a single protestor who 
stood in the way of a column of tanks rolling 
through the streets of Beijing in June 1989 will 
continue to inspire those who will bravely face 
brute force for the sake of freedom. In con-
fronting tyranny and injustice, we draw inspira-
tion from the courage and resilience of those 
who have dared to challenge authoritarian 
rule. Their struggle is our struggle, and their 
cause is our cause. 

HONORING BERNICE TROTTER 

HON. KEVIN HERN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Bernice Trotter, a World War II veteran, 
and Tulsa native, who turned 100 years old 
yesterday. 

Ms. Trotter was a member of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Women’s Reserve from 1944 to 
1946. She enlisted within a few weeks of her 
brother, Franklin, who was killed in action in 
Germany in 1945. 

Ms. Trotter completed basic training at 
Camp Pendleton, California and she remained 
there to faithfully execute her duties driving a 
jeep for a Major she was assigned to. The 
only problem was that she didn’t know how to 
drive. Ms. Trotter and the other 18,000 women 
that joined the Marine Corps Women’s Re-
serve didn’t make excuses, they learned, and 
did their jobs with honor. 

Our Nation stands on the strong shoulders 
of courageous, determined, and resourceful 
women like Ms. Trotter who answered the call 
to serve our Nation in one of our greatest 
hours of need. Happy birthday to Miss Minnie. 
She has done Franklin, and this entire Nation 
proud. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-
MOTING NATIONAL SERVICE AND 
REDUCING YOUTH UNEMPLOY-
MENT ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Promoting National Service and Re-
ducing Youth Unemployment Act to address 
one of the greatest workforce tragedies—our 
unemployed young people—while filling va-
cancies in the public sector. Youth unemploy-
ment is harming our young people and costing 
our country billions of dollars each year in lost 
productivity and tax revenue, among other 
costs. Although the total unemployment rate 
has reached a relative low (3.9 percent), the 
youth unemployment rate is 8.2 percent. 
These young people have not had a fair 
chance to use the high school or college edu-
cation we strongly urged them to obtain. 

By adding 500,000 new members to 
AmeriCorps, this bill would need no new ad-
ministrative structure or bureaucracy, and 
would allow unemployed youth to earn a sti-
pend, obtain work experience and develop a 
good work history to help secure future em-
ployment. This bill would significantly expand 
job opportunities for young people who have 
done what they could to get a job, but, despite 
their best efforts, remain unemployed. 
AmeriCorps participants receive a living allow-
ance and are also eligible for an education 
award equal to the value of a Pell grant, 
school-loan forbearance, health care benefits 
and childcare assistance. By expanding 
AmeriCorps, we would reduce the number of 
unemployed young people, provide them work 
skills and experience and help understaffed 
state and local governments provide services. 

This bill would also establish that the min-
imum wage for any AmeriCorps State and Na-
tional member would be 200 percent of the 
federal poverty line, and would not allow for a 
decrease in that amount, as is allowed under 
current law. AmeriCorps members serve their 
country and gain skills, but we should increase 
the minimum wage for everybody, including 
national service members. 

For some time, it has been clear that poli-
cies to address the most stubborn forms of 
unemployment need to be targeted in order to 
be effective. Without significant targeting, 
many young people will continue to face their 
first years as adults without jobs and with no 
way to acquire necessary work experience. 
They deserve a better start in life as adults. 

I ask my colleagues to support this urgently 
needed, targeted assistance for our unem-
ployed youth. 

f 

HONORING DR. BOBBY KALOTEE 

HON. ANTHONY D’ESPOSITO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Bobby Kalotee, a distinguished 
civic leader on Long Island who has lived the 
American dream. He came here from India as 
an immigrant with a desire to serve the com-
munities he now called home. For over four 
decades now, he either led or participated in 
a multitude of community projects, organiza-
tions and charitable work for the people of not 
just Nassau County but across New York 
State and beyond. Though he chaired several 
political parties, he never viewed politics as a 
sport for gain but as a vehicle for advocacy 
and civic duty. He sought to address the 
issues that afflicted countless lives regardless 
of their zip code of social status. 

As a Major in the New York State Guard, 
Dr. Kalotee serves in the Division of Military 
and Naval Affairs and as a General in the 
United States Disaster Relief Command, 
which oversees operations that are vital to all 
Long Islanders. Here at home, Dr. Kalotee 
served as the Director and Vice Chair of the 
Counsel for Stony Brook University’s 
Brookhaven National Labs and continues to 
serve on the board of the New York Institute 
of Technology. As the Chairman of the Nas-
sau County Human Rights Commission, Dr. 
Kalotee has even personally witnessed many 
elections both here and abroad and has been 
invited to attend the inaugurations of several 
esteemed heads of state. As mentioned, Dr. 
Kalotee has also been involved in work over-
seas, having been appointed as a special liai-
son to South Asia and an advisor to the 
United Nations’ Grenada Mission and pro-
viding medical services to over 7,000 people 
in cities across Central America. His humani-
tarian efforts and work with the UN even 
earned him the privilege to be a guest speaker 
before the General Assembly for multiple ses-
sions. 

Dr. Kalotee is an American with a passion 
to serve and look after his communities, a 
duty of which I understand and appreciate the 
importance. In the words of his organization’s 
motto, ‘‘there is no better gift one can give to 
humanity than good health.’’ 

On behalf of myself and all Long Islanders, 
we give Bobby, my brother, our upmost grati-
tude for his service. 
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RECOGNIZING ROBERT M. 

IAMELLO, AIA 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mr. Robert (Bob) M. Iamello 
whose dedication to the Amerigo Vespucci So-
ciety and his Italian heritage will be recognized 
by the organization with its ‘‘Man of the Year’’ 
award on June 8, 2024. 

Robert Iamello maintains his Italian heritage 
through his family and his involvement with 
the Amergio Vespucci Society (AVS). Raised 
in West Long Branch, New Jersey, Mr. Iamello 
grew up in a household that embraced its 
Calabrian lineage. His parents and grand-
parents often conversed with each other in 
Italian, introducing Mr. Iamello to the lan-
guage. In college, he studied abroad in Ven-
ice, and has visited Italy many times since. 
Together with Diane, his wife of nearly 45 
years, he has two children and three grand-
children. He takes great pride in his family and 
heritage, sharing his experiences with other 
members of the AVS. 

Mr. Iamello received his Associate Degree 
in Engineering for Architectural Engineering 
Technology from Wentworth Institute of Tech-
nology and his Bachelor in Architecture from 
the University of Kentucky. Throughout his 47- 
year career, he was employed by architectural 
firms in New York and New Jersey before 
opening Ocean Township-based Iamello Archi-
tectural Studio LLC with his daughter in 2014. 
Mr. Iamello is a member of several architec-
tural organizations and has been recognized 
for his work. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Robert Iamello as the recipient of 
the Amerigo Vespucci Society ‘‘Man of the 
Year’’ award. This honor is a testament to his 
hard work, dedication, and service to family 
and community. 

f 

HONORING MARY HENDERSON 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize a visionary advocate and leader in 
my state who, for decades, has worked to im-
prove the lives of her fellow citizens. Over her 
influential career, Mary Henderson has worked 
as an attorney and co-founded a legal aid and 
economic justice nonprofit—among many 
other roles—to consistently address root 
causes of poverty. 

Mary’s advocacy for Maine people began at 
Pine Tree Legal Assistance, a nonprofit orga-
nization which provides free civil legal assist-
ance. As a staff attorney, Mary tirelessly pro-
vided representation on a variety of cases. 
Under Mary’s guidance, countless people 
were able to access government supports for 
which they were eligible but had previously 
been improperly denied. 

In 1996, Mary co-founded Maine Equal Jus-
tice, a nonprofit civil legal aid and economic 
justice organization. In her role as Executive 
Director, Mary assisted in the acquisition of a 

location and the securing of funds to create a 
sustainable and reliable resource for Maine’s 
most vulnerable populations. Through her de-
fense of government programs for public 
healthcare, education access, and housing 
and food security, Mary’s work has improved 
the lives of thousands of Maine people. 

Since leaving Maine Equal Justice, Mary 
has brought her expertise and unwavering 
dedication to the Office of Substance Abuse, 
Maine Department of Labor, Office of Maine 
Care Services, National Academy for State 
Health Policy, Maine Children’s Alliance, and 
Preble Street Resource Center. In each of her 
roles, Mary has intentionally centered the 
voices and experiences of the people of Maine 
who are served by these critical government 
and anti-poverty programs. 

I had the great pleasure of working with 
Mary during my years in the State House and 
was able to see firsthand how the State of 
Maine benefitted from her knowledge, skills, 
and advocacy. I am very proud to represent 
her and the State of Maine in Congress. I wish 
Mary continued success, and I wholeheartedly 
thank her for her many years of influential 
work. 

f 

APPRECIATING BULGARIA 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 3, 2024 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today I am grateful to recognize the 120th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations between 
the United States of America and the Republic 
of Bulgaria. 

September 19, 2023, marks the 120th anni-
versary of the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the United States of America 
and the Republic of Bulgaria. The first United 
States Diplomatic Agent to Bulgaria, John B. 
Jackson, presented his credentials on Sep-
tember 19, 1903. The first Special Envoy and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Bulgaria to the 
United States, Stefan Panaretov, presented 
his credentials to President Woodrow Wilson 
on December 22, 1914. Today Bulgaria is well 
represented in Washington by Ambassador 
Georgi Aanayotor who also was an election 
observer for the South Carolina Presidential 
Primary in the tradition of former Ambassador 
Elena Poptodorova. 

The enduring ties between the two nations 
are exemplified by the founding of the Amer-
ican College of Sofia, dating back to a school 
opened by American missionaries in Bulgaria 
in 1860. On September 25, 2023, the United 
States and Bulgaria held the second high-level 
Strategic Dialogue to advance their bilateral, 
regional, and global agenda and to further en-
hance cooperation as friends, Allies, and part-
ners. 

The United States and Bulgaria stand to-
gether as North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) Allies, determined to safeguard the 
freedom, common heritage, and civilization of 
their peoples, founded on the principles of de-
mocracy, individual liberty, and the rule of law, 
seeking to promote stability and well-being in 
the North Atlantic area. They have signed nu-
merous important documents in key areas, in-
cluding defense and security cooperation, 5G 
security, civil nuclear cooperation, science and 

technology, and combating foreign 
disinformation and propaganda. 

The United States and Bulgaria stand united 
against aggression and terror, condemning in 
the strongest possible terms Russia’s brutal 
and unprovoked war of aggression against 
Ukraine, and the heinous attacks on the Israeli 
people by the terrorist organization Hamas. 
Bulgaria remains committed to the collective 
defense, as exemplified by hosting a NATO 
battlegroup with United States participation, 
and by establishing a NATO littoral countries 
mine countermeasures task force to secure 
freedom of navigation in the Black Sea. Prior 
to becoming a NATO member and subse-
quently, as an ally, Bulgaria participated in the 
United States-led and NATO missions and op-
erations in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Kosovo, 
and the Mediterranean. 

Bulgaria was among the very first countries 
to denounce terrorism and pledge active sup-
port to the United States in the fight against 
terrorism following the attacks of September 
11, 2001. Bulgaria provided overflight and 
basing rights at the town of Bourgas for Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, representing the first 
stationing of foreign forces in Bulgaria since 
World War II, and Bulgaria deployed a nu-
clear, biological, and chemical protection de-
tachment to Afghanistan as part of the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force (ISAF). 
The United States and Bulgaria recognize that 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine has 
only underscored the geostrategic importance 
of the Black Sea region, and the need to en-
sure that the region remains free and secure 
from threats posed by Russia and other ma-
lign actors. 

The bilateral Defense Cooperation Agree-
ment (DCA) was signed in 2006, regulating 
the status of forces, allowing for joint United 
States-Bulgarian military facilities, providing for 
bilateral and multilateral exercises, and facili-
tating the movement and temporary stationing 
of aircraft and vessels. Bulgaria continues to 
invest in defense capabilities, interoperability, 
and the development of a credible defense 
posture in cooperation with the United States, 
as exemplified by the purchase of sixteen F– 
16 Block 70 fighter jets from the United 
States, and intending to purchase United 
States Stryker combat vehicles. 

The United States and Bulgaria share the 
understanding that energy security is crucial 
component of national security, and Bulgaria 
has made significant progress in reducing its 
dependency on Russian energy resources and 
in diversifying its energy sector in collaboration 
with the United States. The two nations ac-
knowledge the significance of intensifying their 
cooperation in innovations, research, and 
emerging technologies. The people-to-people 
exchanges between the United States and 
Bulgaria are vital for bolstering the bilateral re-
lationship and Bulgaria has made progress to-
wards meeting criteria for visa-free travel of 
Bulgarian citizens to the United States. The 
shared commitment to counter disinformation 
and hybrid threats was demonstrated by the 
signing of a bilateral Memorandum of Under-
standing on Countering Foreign Information 
Manipulation on September 25, 2023. 

The year 2023 marks the 80th anniversary 
of the historic rescue of 50,000 Bulgarian 
Jews during the World War II. It is acknowl-
edged with regret and sadness that 11,343 
Jews were deported to Nazi concentration 
camps from Macedonia, Thrace, and Pirot, ter-
ritories administered by Bulgaria at that time. 
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Bulgaria takes pride in its Jewish community 
and remains resolute in its stance against any 
forms of discrimination, intolerance, and anti-
semitism. 

The vibrant Bulgarian-American community 
is contributing to America’s prosperity, includ-
ing to its remarkable economic achievements, 
the preservation of its technological edge, and 
the enrichment of American culture and soci-
ety, through its diverse talents, rich traditions, 
art, music, dance, cuisine, and language. Bul-
garia’s presence in the world’s biggest library, 
the United States Library of Congress is 
marked with a collection of over 50,000 vol-
umes of Bulgarian cultural heritage, brought 
together by the Library of Congress in collabo-
ration with Bulgarian individuals and institu-
tions since the 1880s. The American Univer-
sity in Bulgaria, the pioneer of American-style 
liberal arts education in Eastern Europe, has 
been delivering exceptional education for more 
than three decades. There are 41 Bulgarian 
Sunday schools in the United States, which 
are contributing to the preservation of Bul-
garian language and traditions and to the cul-
tural diversity in the United States. Bulgaria is 
the place of origin of the Cyrillic alphabet, 
which is currently taught in the Bulgarian Sun-
day schools across the United States. 

The Bulgarian Caucus in the House of Rep-
resentatives was formed in June 2002 and the 
following year a group for friendship with the 
United States was formed in the National As-
sembly of the Republic of Bulgaria dem-
onstrating a dedication to the bilateral relation-
ship. America’s most successful and enduring 
relationships are built on shared values. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JUNE 5 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine how climate 
is already challenging insurance mar-
kets. 

SD–608 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the budget of the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration. 

SD–406 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine revitalizing 
and renewing GSP, AGOA and other 
trade preference programs. 

SD–215 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine stream-

lining the Federal cybersecurity regu-
latory process, focusing on the path to 
harmonization. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine pending cal-
endar nominations. 

SD–226 
Special Committee on Aging 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing to examine he-
roes at home, focusing on improving 
services for veterans and their care-
givers. 

SD–G50 
2:30 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of John Bradford Wiegmann, of 
the District of Columbia, to be General 
Counsel of the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence. 

SH–216 
3 p.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Competition Policy, 

Antitrust, and Consumer Rights 
To hold hearings to examine strength-

ening United States economic leader-
ship, focusing on the role of competi-
tion in enhancing economic resiliency. 

SD–226 

JUNE 6 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 1306, to 
reauthorize the COPS ON THE BEAT 
grant program, S. 4199, to authorize ad-
ditional district judges for the district 
courts and convert temporary judge-
ships, and the nominations of Michelle 
Williams Court, Anne Hwang, and Cyn-
thia Valenzuela Dixon, each to be a 
United States District Judge for the 
Central District of California, Sarah 
Netburn, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New 
York, and Stacey D. Neumann, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Maine. 

SD–G50 

JUNE 11 

5 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–232A 
5:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–232A 

JUNE 12 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
Closed business meeting to markup those 

provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–232A 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
Closed business meeting to markup those 

provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–232A 
10:15 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

Business meeting to markup those provi-
sions which fall under the subcommit-
tee’s jurisdiction of the proposed Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
fiscal year 2025. 

SH–216 
10:45 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Seapower 

Business meeting to markup those provi-
sions which fall under the subcommit-
tee’s jurisdiction of the proposed Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
fiscal year 2025. 

SH–216 
11:15 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–232A 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Closed business meeting to markup the 

proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–222 

JUNE 13 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to continue to 
markup the proposed National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–222 
2 p.m. 

Commission on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe 

To hold hearings to examine silenced dis-
sent, focusing on the plight of political 
prisoners and search for account-
ability. 

TBA 

JUNE 14 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to continue to 
markup the proposed National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2025. 

SR–222 
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JUNE 18 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing 

and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine unlocking 
Department of Transportation financ-
ing for more transit-oriented housing 
development. 

SD–138 

POSTPONEMENTS 

JUNE 6 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Chemical Safety, Waste 

Management, Environmental Justice, 
and Regulatory Oversight 

To hold hearings to examine under-
standing the potential environmental 
impacts of the chemical 6PPD. 

SD–406 

JUNE 12 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2025 for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

SD–406 
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