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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COLLINS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 4, 2024. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE COL-
LINS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Holy God, who are we to stand before 
You? Who among us can appear blame-
less in Your sight? For there is not one 
of us who hasn’t fallen short of Your 
perfect righteousness. 

With humility, then, we lay before 
You our faults and flaws, founded in 
our human obsession with controversy 
and verbal dispute, asking that You re-
deem us from our inclination for dis-
sension and slander. 

Instead, may we subject ourselves to 
Your sovereignty. May we turn to Your 
truth, shunning all that sows discord 
and division, and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, love, endurance, and 
gentleness. 

And when we find ourselves caught 
up in the throes of confusion and con-
flict, arouse in us a desire to strive in-
stead to pursue Your divine will. When 
we are aggravated by the multitude of 
issues assailing our interests, may the 
fight we choose to engage in prove to 
be the good fight of faith. 

Together we pray, turning our hearts 
and minds back to You, that You will 
receive us into Your merciful presence. 

In the truth to be found in Your 
name, we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KENNEDY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHRISTENSEN 
FARMS 

(Mr. FINSTAD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Christensen Farms, 
one of the Nation’s leading pork pro-
ducers, and to congratulate them on 
celebrating 50 years of excellence in 
the pork industry. 

Founded in 1974 in Sleepy Eye, Min-
nesota, Christensen Farms began when 
Bob and Lynn Christensen were gifted 
two pigs from a neighbor. 

Over the past half-century, 
Christensen Farms has grown into one 
of the largest family-owned pork pro-
ducers in the United States, marketing 
more than 3.6 million hogs per year and 
operating facilities in five States. 

I am proud to represent so many 
farm families that partner with 
Christensen Farms as contract pro-
ducers to make this happen. 

Since their humble beginnings 50 
years ago, Christensen Farms now 
serves as Minnesota’s largest producer 
of pork and ranks in the top 10 pro-
ducers nationwide. 

I am always proud to say that my 
first job out of college was working at 
Christensen Farms. I am continually 
thankful to the Christensen family for 
the impact they have made in the pork 
industry and for their many contribu-
tions to the Sleepy Eye community 
and our southern Minnesota region. 

I congratulate the entire team at 
Christensen Farms on celebrating this 
incredible milestone, and I wish them 
all continued success for the next 50 
years and beyond. 

f 

LEARNING FROM KIDS CONGRESS 
(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to address this House to sa-
lute Assistant Democratic Leader JOE 
NEGUSE. 

Today was a historic day as we sat on 
this very floor at 8 a.m. today for Kids 
Congress. Today, we had children from 
preschool to high school, and from 
California to New York to Columbus, 
Ohio. 

My grandchildren were able to sit 
here and hear about this amazing gal-
lery that we sit in, this Chamber. Leah, 
10 years old, and Spencer, 9 years old, 
sat here with Congressman JOE 
NEGUSE’s daughter, young Natalie. 

Speaker Emerita NANCY PELOSI re-
minded us that the time has found us. 
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She talked about Abraham Lincoln and 
the jacket that he wore with that pin 
that she wears that was inscribed and 
monogrammed in his jacket: ‘‘One 
Country, One Destiny.’’ 

Madam Speaker, today, this House 
Chamber could learn a lot from what 
Kids Congress did today. They prac-
ticed civility, respect, and decorum for 
this Chamber. So let today be a day 
that we are proud of, and maybe we too 
could emulate Kids Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CORPORAL MIGUEL 
ANGEL 

(Ms. De La CRUZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. De La CRUZ. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a McAllen, 
Texas, native who died in service to 
our Nation. Marine Corporal Miguel 
Angel Maya died on April 23 during an 
aviation incident at Camp Pendleton, 
California. 

Corporal Maya was a decorated ma-
rine, having been awarded the Marine 
Corps Good Conduct Medal, the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, and 
the National Defense Service Medal. He 
died just days before celebrating 4 
years of Marine Corps service. 

Corporal Maya leaves behind his 
mother, Guadalupe Maya. I speak for 
all of Congressional District 15 when I 
thank Ms. Maya for her son’s service 
and sacrifice. They are in our prayers. 
God bless them. 

f 

CELEBRATING 110TH BIRTHDAY OF 
MRS. BRUNETTE WASHINGTON 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the 110th birthday of 
Mrs. Brunette Washington, a mother of 
4, grandmother of 9, great-grandmother 
of 9, great-great-grandmother of 10, and 
great-great-great-grandmother of 1. 

Mrs. Washington was born on June 6, 
1914, in Forkland, Alabama, migrating 
to Lackawanna, New York, with her 
husband, James, and two daughters in 
1937. She was married to James for 70 
years until he passed in 2001. 

While she was a homemaker for much 
of her life, during World War II, she 
worked as a metal stamper for Michael 
Electric and made airplane and gun 
parts for Curtis-Wright. 

Mrs. Washington is an inspiration to 
all lifelong learners. In her sixties, she 
chose to complete her education, en-
rolling in eighth grade and continuing 
until she graduated with a diploma 
from Bennett High School. 

She is a dedicated and active member 
of Macedonia Baptist Church, living 
God’s lesson of love each and every 
day. 

The entire United States House of 
Representatives wishes Mrs. Wash-
ington a happy 110th birthday with her 
adoring family, with many more to 
come. 

HONORING JAYDEN DANIEL 

(Mr. COLLINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COLLINS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Jayden Daniel, a 
young man from Eatonton, Georgia, 
who has earned the esteemed Congres-
sional Award Gold Medal. 

Jayden Daniel is the son of Shannon 
and Mark Daniel and graduated from 
Gatewood School in 2024. He is an ath-
lete, an Eagle Scout, a student pilot, 
and an entrepreneur, actually starting 
his first business at the age of 17. 

If he is not helping with the local 
Easter baskets for foster kids or out 
there raising money for children with 
childhood cancer, Jayden is certainly 
making an impact on others. 

That is why, Madam Speaker, I ap-
plaud Jayden and congratulate him on 
being bestowed Congress’ Congres-
sional Award Gold Medal. 

May God bless Jayden. It is an honor 
to serve him in Congress. 

f 

HONORING BIRMINGHAM NATIVE 
CAPTAIN MALCOLM SMITH 

(Ms. SEWELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, as we 
prepare to observe the 80th anniversary 
of D-day, I rise to honor the late Cap-
tain Malcolm Smith of Birmingham, 
Alabama, who selflessly gave his life 
defending our Nation during World War 
II in Normandy, France. 

An Alabama native, Captain Smith 
graduated from Birmingham’s own 
Ramsay High School before attending 
West Point and becoming a pilot for 
the United States Army Air Forces in 
1942. 

Captain Smith flew many combat 
missions in one of the most heavily en-
gaged air groups in Normandy leading 
up to D-day. He was awarded five Air 
Medals for his heroic efforts. 

Just 2 weeks before D-day, and at the 
age of 27, Captain Smith was killed in 
his P–47 Thunderbolt while completing 
a ground mission. He is buried in the 
Normandy American Cemetery. 

As I will join the congressional dele-
gation traveling to Normandy for the 
80th anniversary of D-day, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring Bir-
mingham native Captain Malcolm 
Smith for his courageous service to our 
Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PATRICK GOTTSCH 
OF THE COWBOY CHANNEL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the remarkable life of Patrick 
Gottsch, the founder of the Rural 
Media Group, Inc., the parent company 

to RFD-TV and a fixture in rural 
America. The programs broadcast are 
an essential tool to all who work in ag-
riculture and live in rural America. 

Patrick dedicated his life to building 
an ever-present rural television net-
work, one that made sure that the 
countryside was informed and one that 
could showcase the best of American 
agriculture. 

As a lifelong supporter of cowboys 
and cowgirls, he brought the sport to 
households all over the world through 
The Cowboy Channel. 

Reading the memories put forth by 
Patrick’s family, colleagues, and 
friends shows just how much he was 
cherished and just how much he loved 
what he did. 

I join all in the agriculture and cow-
boy community in wishing peace to all 
who knew Patrick. I am honored to 
have met him and to have spent time 
with him at The Cowboy Channel, and 
I am honored today to spend time talk-
ing about him this morning. 

May we always remember Patrick 
and his zest for life. Madam Speaker, 
please join me in keeping Patrick’s 
family and friends in your prayers. 

f 

b 0915 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PUERTO 
RICAN CULTURAL CENTER 

(Mrs. RAMIREZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise as the ‘‘Congresswoman,’’ 
‘‘Congresista,’’ of the biggest Puerto 
Rican community in the Midwest to 
commend the Puerto Rican Cultural 
Center. 

PRCC is a fixture of the Humboldt 
Park community, where I grew up. 
Every year since 1978, through the 
Puerto Rican People’s Day parade, 
PRCC showcases and celebrates the 
Puerto Rican community’s rich culture 
and heritage on ‘‘Puerto Rico Town,’’ 
‘‘Paseo Boricua,’’ now known as Barrio 
Boriken. 

The team at PRCC, including execu-
tive director and cofounder, Jose 
Lopez; chief operating officer, Juan 
Manuel Calderon; and director of Vida/ 
SIDA Ricardo Jimenez, are visionary 
leaders with deep roots in our barrio. 

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, it is my great privilege 
to honor and commend the Puerto 
Rican Cultural Center for being a bea-
con that reminds us of the legacy, the 
power, and the possibility of the Puer-
to Rican diaspora in Illinois’ Third 
Congressional District and beyond. 

f 

HARD CHOICES TO STAY AFLOAT 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, prices 
continue to climb due to the economic 
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policies of the Biden administration. 
The latest Consumer Price Index report 
was up 3.4 percent from last year, keep-
ing interest rates high and making it 
tough on all Americans to get by. That 
is Bidenomics. 

Today, I rise in support of the hard-
working families I represent, who are 
having to make hard choices to stay 
afloat. If they are having to tighten 
their belts, the Federal Government 
should do the same. We don’t have a 
revenue problem in this country. We 
have a spending problem. 

In fiscal year 2022, the Federal Gov-
ernment collected $850 billion more in 
tax revenue than just the year before, 
yet the Federal Government spent $1.4 
trillion more than we brought in. In 
fiscal year 2023, the government spent 
$1.7 trillion more than it collected. 

That is just one of the many reasons 
why I opposed the President’s $7.3 tril-
lion budget. We cannot continue spend-
ing money we don’t have. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BETH ISRAEL CON-
GREGATION 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Saturday, in my hometown of 
Worcester, Massachusetts, I had the in-
credible honor of joining Congregation 
Beth Israel, under the leadership of 
Rabbi Aviva Fellman, to celebrate 100 
years of faith, community, and service. 

As Worcester’s longest continuously 
operating synagogue, Beth Israel has 
been a beacon of hope, education, and 
charity. The congregants have made 
Beth Israel not just a place of spiritual 
renewal and worship but a hub of cul-
tural activity and social justice. They 
represent the best of our community 
and all that is good. 

Across faiths, Scripture teaches us 
that our values are not just theoretical 
but are lived through acts of kindness, 
community, service, and advocacy for 
justice. Congregation Beth Israel in 
Worcester exemplifies these values 
every day. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating Congregation 
Beth Israel’s centennial. 

f 

TRUMP VERDICT 

(Mr. TIMMONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, the 
weaponization of our justice system 
has been the hallmark of the Biden ad-
ministration, and the verdict handed 
down against President Trump in New 
York last Thursday is further evidence 
that the Democrats will stop at noth-
ing to silence dissent, limit speech, and 
oppress their political opponents. 

The fact of the matter is that these 
charges would never have been brought 

with such vigor against any other indi-
vidual. It is no coincidence that this 
trial took place in a district that voted 
against Donald Trump by nearly 90 per-
cent. It is also no coincidence that this 
persecution was perpetrated by a judge 
active in Democratic fundraising and a 
prosecutor who campaigned on going 
after President Trump. 

From top to bottom, it is clear that 
this case was politically motivated and 
was only brought to disparage Presi-
dent Trump, the leading candidate for 
the Republican nomination. 

That is why I call on the Supreme 
Court to utilize its original jurisdiction 
in this case and finally bring an end to 
these sham proceedings. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
NUNN of Iowa) laid before the House the 
following communication from the 
Honorable STEVE SCALISE, Republican 
Leader: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 4, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the provi-
sions of Public Law 117–263, and jointly with 
the Senate Republican Leader, I hereby ap-
point the following individual to serve as Co- 
Chairperson of the Commission on Reform 
and Modernization of the Department of 
State: 

The Honorable Bill Hagerty of Tennessee 
Thank you for your attention to this mat-

ter. 
Sincerely, 

STEVE SCALISE, 
Republican Leader. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8580, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION, VETERANS AF-
FAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025 AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8282, ILLEGITIMATE 
COURT COUNTERACTION ACT 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1269 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1269 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8580) making 
appropriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and for other purposes. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate 
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Appropriations or their 
respective designees. After general debate 

the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. An amendment 
in the nature of a substitute consisting of 
the text of Rules Committee Print 118–35, 
modified by the amendment printed in part 
A of the report of the Committee on Rules 
accompanying this resolution, shall be con-
sidered as adopted in the House and in the 
Committee of the Whole. The bill, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as the original bill for 
the purpose of further amendment under the 
five-minute rule and shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. 

SEC. 2. (a) No further amendment to H.R. 
8580, as amended, shall be in order except 
those printed in part B of the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, amendments en bloc described in 
section 3 of this resolution, and pro forma 
amendments described in section 4 of this 
resolution. 

(b) Each further amendment printed in 
part B of the report of the Committee on 
Rules shall be considered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment 
except as provided by section 4 of this resolu-
tion, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question in the House or 
in the Committee of the Whole. 

(c) All points of order against further 
amendments printed in part B of the report 
of the Committee on Rules or against 
amendments en bloc described in section 3 of 
this resolution are waived. 

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for 
the chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee to offer amendments en 
bloc consisting of further amendments print-
ed in part B of the report of the Committee 
on Rules accompanying this resolution not 
earlier disposed of. Amendments en bloc of-
fered pursuant to this section shall be con-
sidered as read, shall be debatable for 20 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees, shall not be subject to 
amendment except as provided by section 4 
of this resolution, and shall not be subject to 
a demand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the Whole. 

SEC. 4. During consideration of H.R. 8580 
for amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may 
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at 
any point for the purpose of debate. 

SEC. 5. At the conclusion of consideration 
of H.R. 8580 for amendment the Committee 
shall rise and report the bill, as amended, to 
the House with such further amendments as 
may have been adopted. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit. 

SEC. 6. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 8282) to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the International Criminal Court 
engaged in any effort to investigate, arrest, 
detain, or prosecute any protected person of 
the United States and its allies. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. An amendment in the nature of a 
substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 118–37 shall be considered 
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
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considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto, 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs or their respective designees; and (2) 
one motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
rule and in support of the underlying 
legislation. Before I talk about the 
rule, I want to recognize our staff di-
rector, Kelly Dixon. 

I recognize the staff director of the 
House Rules Committee, Kelly Dixon 
Chambers. 

I first met Kelly as a freshman Mem-
ber of Congress. She has been a mentor 
of mine and, most importantly, she has 
been a friend. This is before I even 
joined the Rules Committee. Kelly has 
been a vital member of the House of 
Representatives for over 25 years. 

From Congressman KEN CALVERT’s 
office, to the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, to the New York delegation, to 
the former offices of Speaker KEVIN 
MCCARTHY when he was whip and lead-
er, to today where she is a staff direc-
tor of the Rules Committee majority 
staff under Chairman COLE and Dr. 
BURGESS, Kelly has always been a lead-
er in the House during some of the 
most consequential decisions over the 
past two decades. 

Mr. Speaker, the House owes Kelly a 
debt of gratitude, and I look forward to 
working with her in the years to come. 

Now back to the rule. 
Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 1269 

provides for consideration of H.R. 8580, 
the Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act of 2025. 

This is under a structured rule with 1 
hour of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their respective des-
ignees, and it provides for one motion 
to recommit. 

The rule makes 47 amendments in 
order. 

Additionally, the rule provides for 
consideration of H.R. 8282, the Illegit-

imate Court Counteraction Act, under 
a closed rule, with 1 hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs or 
their respective designees, and provides 
for one motion to recommit. 

Mr. Speaker, on October 7, 2023, 
Hamas launched the largest mass kill-
ing of Jews that we have seen since the 
Holocaust. This horrific assault at-
tacked Israel by land, sea, and air, kill-
ing over 1,200 innocent civilians, in-
cluding dozens of Americans. For per-
spective, this would be the equivalent 
of over 40,000 American dead and nearly 
9,000 Americans being taken hostage. 

In the aftermath of that atrocious at-
tack, we have learned that families 
were burned alive, infants were decapi-
tated, women were sexually assaulted, 
and other unthinkable acts of violence 
were committed. 

To date, Hamas continues to hold as 
many as 130 hostages. Since those at-
tacks, we have seen a clear divide in 
the United States and around the globe 
between those who stand with our ally, 
Israel, and those who stand with 
Hamas. 

One of the organizations that stands 
with Hamas is the international kan-
garoo court, also known as the ICC. 
This court is anti-American, anti- 
Israel, and anti-Semitic. The United 
States and Israel are not members of 
the ICC, and the court has absolutely 
no standing and no jurisdiction over 
our Nation or the nation of Israel. 

Previously, the court has targeted 
American warfighters for defending our 
Nation in Afghanistan after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. They are now tar-
geting our ally and partner, Israel, and 
drawing a false equivalence and dis-
torted moral equivalency between the 
leaders of Hamas and the democrat-
ically elected Government of Israel. 

That is why House Republicans will 
pass the Illegitimate Court Counter-
action Act introduced by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ROY), my good 
friend. 

This legislation would reimpose the 
Trump administration’s sanctions 
against the ICC officials that inves-
tigate, arrest, detain, and prosecute 
U.S. citizens or allies, like Israel. 

The choice is clear: Do you stand 
with our ally, Israel, or do you stand 
with Hamas? 

Do you stand with this illegitimate 
court? 

b 0930 
Additionally, as a Navy veteran and 

a member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, I am proud to introduce 
FY25 MILCON–VA bill, which was in-
troduced by Chairman CARTER. 

Under Chairman COLE’s and Chair-
man CARTER’s leadership, H.R. 8580 will 
fully fund veterans’ healthcare pro-
grams and benefits. It provides for an 
extra $75 million above the President’s 
budget and $30 billion above last year’s 
enacted level for veterans. 

Further, this legislation also pro-
vides for robust funding for the Indo- 

Pacific region, invests billions in qual-
ity-of-life projects for our servicemem-
bers and their families, and blocks the 
Biden administration from placing al- 
Qaida terrorists in our local commu-
nities. 

This bill provides for an additional 
$412 million over the President’s budg-
et for military construction so we can 
invest more in our national security. 

As we approach the 80th anniversary 
of D-day, this week’s vote will be an 
important step in supporting our Na-
tion’s veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this rule, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania for yielding me the customary 30 
minutes, and I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I begin as well to take 
a moment to recognize Kelly Dixon 
Chambers, the staff director for the 
House Rules Committee Republicans 
whose last week on the Hill is this 
week. 

There is no doubt that she is an ex-
traordinary, exceptional, incredible 
public servant. I said last night in the 
Rules Committee, she is a master legis-
lative strategist. She knows everything 
about everything about rules and pro-
cedures. She spent her time here on 
Capitol Hill working to improve this 
institution and to uphold the tradi-
tions of the Rules Committee. She has 
also done a lot to foster an environ-
ment of mutual respect and camara-
derie behind the scenes, which we all 
benefit from and appreciate, especially 
during these very polarizing times. 

In short, she is one of the most effec-
tive people I have ever worked with on 
Capitol Hill, and all I have to say is 
that I love her and I respect her a 
whole lot. All of us on this side of the 
aisle will genuinely miss her. 

I also said last night that my only 
problem with Kelly is that she isn’t a 
Democrat, but I don’t hold that against 
her. In fact, she has made me sharper 
and better at my job because I know 
she always brings her A-game to every-
thing that she does. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Kelly for all 
that she has done for Congress and for 
this country. She has put people over 
politics. She cares. She has accom-
plished a whole lot up here. She should 
be proud of her time serving in the peo-
ple’s House. For the people here who 
call her a friend and mentor, as I know 
I do, we wish her all the very best as 
she steps into a new chapter in her life 
and her career. 

Moving on, let me get to the rule 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to be man-
aging this rule. I am glad that I am al-
lowed to speak on the floor again. As 
you remember, I was silenced 2 weeks 
ago for simply speaking the truth. 

That is right. I was muzzled from 
that very rostrum for daring to recite 
facts, and I can think of at least 34 new 
facts that could get my words taken 
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down today, but I won’t go there be-
cause I want to be allowed to say a few 
things without being canceled by the 
Republican majority for the high crime 
of merely speaking the truth. 

This rule contains two bills, both of 
which I think are lousy. 

First, is the House Republicans’ Mili-
tary Construction appropriations pro-
posal for fiscal year 2025. This should 
be one of the least controversial fund-
ing bills Congress passes each year, 
but, this year, House Republicans are 
loading their funding bills with more 
culture war nonsense: the same attacks 
on abortion access, attacks on the 
LGBTQ+ community, and attacks on 
diversity and inclusion efforts. 

We are talking about more narrow- 
minded, hateful MAGA riders that in-
ject partisan politics into what should 
be a bipartisan bill. 

This bill also holds the VA back from 
protecting struggling veterans who 
may pose a danger to themselves or 
others. It would hamper efforts to pre-
vent Veterans from dying by suicide. 
This bill zeroes out funding for climate 
change and resilience projects, some-
thing that will jeopardize our national 
security because it means our military 
installations will not be prepared for 
the realities of the climate crisis. 

At the end of the day, this funding 
bill is full of poison pills that endanger 
our national security and threaten the 
quality of life for veterans, those who 
serve, and their families. 

Again, this should have been easy. 
This should have been a bipartisan bill 
where there would be very little debate 
or little dissension, and they turned it 
into this horrific culture war bill filled 
with things that, quite frankly, are 
very divisive and have no business 
being in the Military Construction ap-
propriations bill. 

Second on the agenda is H.R. 8282, a 
bill that imposes sanctions on the good 
people who work for the International 
Criminal Court and their families. 

I know Members have a variety of 
thoughts on this measure, but, frankly, 
I think this is a bad, bad bill. The idea 
that the ICC is some evil institution is 
totally contrary to fact. The Inter-
national Criminal Court is an impor-
tant institution, and it is not in Amer-
ica’s moral or strategic interest to at-
tack the court for doing its job. 

The U.S. recognizes the jurisdiction 
and the legitimacy of the ICC and co-
operates with the ICC in cases ranging 
from Sudan to Ukraine and Russia, to 
the Lord’s Resistance Army led by Jo-
seph Kony. 

Fundamentally, this bill says that 
human rights don’t matter. In fact, it 
totally undermines the rules-based 
international order that America 
helped build. 

Let me be clear: I am already being 
challenged to explain U.S. double 
standards every time I meet with rep-
resentatives of foreign governments. 
When I meet with human rights advo-
cates from abroad, they are gutted, 
first, by the brutality and the inhu-

manity of the war in Gaza, and, second, 
by America’s inexplicable abandon-
ment of its commitment of human 
rights and justice for all. 

What better gift to China or Russia, 
our most significant adversaries, than 
for us to undermine the international 
rule of law and gut institutions of ac-
countability that the U.S. helped cre-
ate and worked to consolidate for more 
than 75 years. 

What better gift than to say: Yes, it 
is just fine to ignore or redefine human 
rights and international humanitarian 
law for reasons of political conven-
ience. 

What should our reaction be? First, 
we should read the evidence contained 
in the ICC filing. Second, we should 
wait for the judges to actually rule on 
the warrant applications. We don’t 
know what their decision will be. When 
it comes down, if we disagree with it, 
we can say so. 

What is not okay is to attack the 
court’s existence or threaten its per-
sonnel and their families. 

Republicans are already doing that in 
New York. It is wrong there and it is 
wrong here. 

Finally, we should insist on credible, 
independent investigations of the 
crimes the ICC has alleged, which in-
clude, by the way, the unspeakable 
crimes committed by Hamas on Octo-
ber 7. Surely, I hope everybody here 
supports the ICC’s effort to hold Hamas 
accountable. 

We should also recognize the ICC’s 
action for what it is. It is an urgent at-
tempt at prevention. The ICC is urging 
Israel to change course and to stop the 
carnage against Palestinian civilians. 
It is calling upon the independent 
Israeli judiciary to investigate these 
alleged crimes and follow the evidence, 
no matter where it leads, before the 
worst unimaginable criminal charges 
become inevitable. 

Should this bill pass, it would com-
pletely isolate us internationally, in-
cluding and especially from our closest 
allies. It would deepen accusations of 
hypocrisy that have already caused a 
mind-boggling level of damage to the 
reputation of the United States, our di-
plomacy, and the entire range of our 
soft power capabilities. 

I am just completely astounded by 
how little my Republican colleagues 
seem to even care about the massive 
ramifications of this bill. There was no 
hearing. There was no hearing at all. 
There were no witnesses, no markup, 
no nothing. 

The Republican who testified last 
night in the Rules Committee had no 
clue what was even in the bill. He told 
us he wasn’t on the committee of juris-
diction but he is. He didn’t even know 
what the text of the bill was because 
the text kept on changing multiple 
times. 

Is that how you conduct business in 
the people’s House? 

My Republican colleagues have 
turned this place into a joke. They are 
making a complete and total mockery 

of the committee process. On top of it 
all, we have another closed rule. How 
pathetic. 

I mean, I get that the Republicans 
may not care about the implications of 
some of the things that they say or 
what they bring on the floor, but at 
least try to go through the motions. 
Let’s at least have a hearing. Let’s 
have witnesses. The Republicans could 
make believe they care about the facts 
and that they are serious about legis-
lating. 

Again, it is sad that this is the proc-
ess that brings this bill to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, good luck hiding behind procedural 
arguments when talking about defend-
ing the ICC. This is a kangaroo court, 
and to defend it is to defend an institu-
tion that is anti-American, anti-Israel, 
and anti-Semitic, but we shouldn’t be 
shocked that this is coming from the 
left and the Biden administration. 

This administration has been weak. 
They have been feckless. They have 
been incompetent on foreign policy 
from now going back to when Joe 
Biden was sworn into office. 

What are we seeing? The world is ab-
solutely on fire. 

In his first year alone, President Joe 
Biden green lit the Nord Stream 2 pipe-
line to provide Russian gas to Europe 
while at the same time blocking the 
Keystone XL pipeline that would have 
actually led to energy exportation 
from this country. 

He also issued 94 executive actions on 
immigration which led to an unprece-
dented invasion at our southern border. 
The President and his unelected bu-
reaucrats in the administration are 
also directly responsible for the failed 
withdraw of the U.S. from Afghanistan, 
giving up the Bagram Airbase before 
we even evacuated, which led directly 
to the death of 13 American service-
members, it stranded thousands of 
American citizens abroad, and it 
brought the Taliban back into power, 
something that we were there to 
counter for the last 20 years. 

Let’s talk about President Biden 
making the decision to delist the 
Houthi rebels from the terrorist watch 
list. What did that do? It led to a crisis 
in the Red Sea. He also placed an in-
definite pause on LNG exports, which 
benefits—I can’t make this up—Russia 
and Iran, rather than helping ourselves 
and our allies in Europe and the Indo- 
Pacific. 

That is just the start of the blunders 
of the Biden administration on Foreign 
Affairs. He also waived the billions of 
dollars in sanctions on Iran so their en-
ergy sector could grow and they could 
export energy, which, of course, led to 
Iran being able to fund Hamas, 
Hezbollah, and the Houthi rebels, 
which has led to all the chaos in the 
Middle East. 

Since October 7 alone, our service-
members in the Middle East have been 
attacked over 100 times, including the 
deaths of three Americans in Jordan. 
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It just doesn’t stop there. I just got 

back from a trip to Turks and Caicos, 
an official trip, a congressional delega-
tion. There you have a small island na-
tion that has roughly 60,000 citizens, 
and they are allowed to commit human 
rights violations on Americans, hold-
ing American detainees in a North Ko-
rean-style court system and legal sys-
tem there. All it would take to bring 
the Americans that are wrongfully de-
tained in Turks and Caicos home would 
be a do not travel order from Antony 
Blinken. 

Do you think Secretary Blinken has 
issued an order? Of course he hasn’t. 

We have seen weakness. We have seen 
indecisive action from the State De-
partment and that has emboldened 
these banana republics like Turks and 
Caicos to have draconian laws on their 
books that target American citizens. 

Biden’s weakness has done nothing 
but embolden our adversaries. It has 
emboldened Russia. It has emboldened 
China. It has emboldened Iran, and now 
you are seeing it embolden banana re-
publics that are holding American hos-
tages in basically the North Korea of 
the Caribbean, Turks and Caicos. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY), my 
very good friend and fellow Rules Com-
mittee member, to talk more about the 
ICC. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Pennsylvania for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, before I start, I will join 
in a bipartisan moment of agreement 
with my friend from Massachusetts 
about Kelly Dixon. 

I too wish her well. I wish her all the 
best in her next endeavors. The gen-
tleman is correct about her intellect 
and her commitment to the institu-
tion. We have debated numerous times 
on the floor. As a former staffer, chief 
of staff to a senator, it is not always 
easy to walk the line and intellectually 
engage and spar with Members of Con-
gress, for those without the election 
certificate, but to do so with the proper 
amount of respect in going toe to toe 
with Members in the right way. Kelly 
has always done that. 

She does very much believe in keep-
ing the traditions of this institution 
moving forward in the right way. I am 
deeply appreciative of that and of her 
service, and we will be wishing her well 
going forward and will miss her. 

b 0945 

Here we are talking about the issues 
before us in this rule, the MILCON-VA 
funding and the International Criminal 
Court. 

Just a quick moment on MILCON-VA 
funding—I note that this legislation 
that we put forward we have done so in 
good faith to increase spending for vet-
erans—yes, increase spending for vet-
erans—because it is higher than that 
which has been put forward by the 
President in the President’s budget. It 
is also, in aggregate, the total amount 
of spending that we are spending on 
veterans when you factor in mandatory 

spending and discretionary spending, 
will be greater under our spending than 
it would be last year. 

Yes, we are trying to figure out how 
to do this in a fiscally responsible man-
ner. We believe we have done that, and 
we have put forward the policy initia-
tives that we believe are important to 
constrain the administration to ensure 
that we are not advancing a radical 
agenda through the executive branch’s 
actions. 

The President has been aggressive in 
disagreeing with the United States Su-
preme Court and Congress in advancing 
a radical agenda, whether it is DEI, 
CRT, or student loans. We believe it is 
our power of the purse in Congress to 
be able to constrain that. 

The thing I want to most talk about 
here is the International Criminal 
Court. This is an issue that really 
shouldn’t be partisan, I agree. I have 
had numerous conversations with my 
colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, and they have been good con-
versations. They have been healthy 
conversations with leadership on both 
sides of the aisle. 

At stake right now is the critically 
important issue of ensuring that we 
protect America’s interests. That is 
what is at stake right now in the Inter-
national Criminal Court. It isn’t just 
about Israel. In fact, it is not even spe-
cifically about Israel. 

This would be a permanent change, a 
change to the law to ensure that if the 
International Criminal Court targets 
Americans or targets our allies, that 
we would sanction the International 
Criminal Court. 

Now, let’s be clear. This is an unprec-
edented action being taken by the 
International Criminal Court, seeking 
arrest warrants for the sitting Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense of 
Israel. Say that out loud. That is what 
is happening with the International 
Criminal Court. 

Neither Israel nor the United States 
is a party to this organization, yet this 
entity, the International Criminal 
Court, is trying to issue a warrant 
against the Prime Minister of Israel. 

There have been longstanding bipar-
tisan concerns about the ICC’s under-
mining of the United States’ sov-
ereignty. Since the founding in 2002, 
every U.S. administration, both par-
ties, has refused to join the court, fear-
ing its politicization and misuse. 

On April 2, 2021, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said: ‘‘We maintain 
our longstanding objection to the 
Court’s efforts to assert jurisdiction 
over personnel of non-States Parties 
such as the United States and Israel.’’ 

NSC spokesperson John Kirby said, 
on April 30: ‘‘We don’t believe the ICC 
has any jurisdiction here.’’ 

Both the Biden and Trump adminis-
trations and over 330 Members of Con-
gress from both parties have rejected 
ICC investigations of the United States 
and Israel in the past. 

Last night in the Rules Committee, 
talking about the Democratic witness: 

Do you believe the ICC should be able 
to target American servicemen? The 
answer was no. 

The fact here is if you allow this to 
happen, you are opening the door. We 
need to make it crystal clear to our 
men and women in uniform that we 
will not tolerate the ICC going after 
them or our allies for simply per-
forming their job. 

This is not unprecedented in the 
sense that the ICC has tried to inves-
tigate U.S. servicemembers before, as 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
noted, but the reality here is this is 
pretty simple. This bill would sanction 
the ICC. Yes, it has teeth. Yes, it would 
cause some concerns and some pain for 
the members of the ICC. That is inten-
tional. 

We want to make them think twice, 
and we modeled it after existing legis-
lation. We used a model. This is not 
something new. We believe this is criti-
cally important. This country, the 
United States, should stand united and 
hold the ICC accountable. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania made a point when he 
got up that I was somehow trying to 
hide behind process. It is clear he 
wasn’t listening to my very sub-
stantive speech in which I actually 
talked about the policy implications of 
what my Republican friends were 
doing. 

Since he brought up process, and I 
think this is an important point to em-
phasize here because we are on the 
Rules Committee, I want to point out 
that sometimes I call the Rules Com-
mittee, under the Republicans, the 
break the rules committee. 

Let’s look at some of the rules that 
are being ignored today. This is from 
the official Republican Committee Re-
port. Maybe the gentleman doesn’t 
read it, but I do. 

Let me quote: This waives ‘‘all points 
of order against provisions in H.R. 8580, 
as amended,’’ which includes ‘‘Clause 2 
of rule XXI, which prohibits unauthor-
ized appropriations or legislative provi-
sions in an appropriations bill.’’ 

The gentleman who just spoke rou-
tinely talks about how he is opposed to 
unauthorized appropriations and appro-
priations bills, yet that rule was 
waived by the Republicans. 

‘‘Clause 5(a) of rule XXI, which pro-
hibits a bill or joint resolution car-
rying a tax or tariff measure from 
being reported by a committee not hav-
ing jurisdiction to report tax or tariff 
measures.’’ That was ruled waived. 

Here is the big one: ‘‘Clause 12 of rule 
XXI, which prohibits consideration of a 
bill or joint resolution pursuant to a 
special order of business reported by 
the Committee on Rules that has not 
been reported by a committee.’’ That is 
what is known, for my friends on the 
other side of the aisle, as the McGovern 
rule. 

When I was chairman of the Rules 
Committee, we actually put this in 
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place, that bills that come before the 
Rules Committee ought to have a hear-
ing and a markup by a committee of 
jurisdiction. We weren’t always per-
fect, but we really tried to be. We real-
ly tried to be. 

Why did they waive the McGovern 
rule? The reason why is because they 
short-circuited the legislative process. 
There were no hearings and no markup 
on the ICC bill, none, not at all, and no 
one can amend it, as well. No amend-
ments are made in order. 

Again, what was really puzzling to 
me was the Republican witness who 
came before the Rules Committee 
couldn’t even tell us what the accurate 
text of the bill that we were consid-
ering was because it had been changed 
so many times. It was astonishing to 
watch this in action. 

Rules and process matter because 
when you ignore the process, you get 
lousy bills, and nobody even knows 
what the implications of the ICC bill 
are. 

Again, you didn’t have time for a 
hearing? You could have done an emer-
gency hearing in the committee of ju-
risdiction. You could have done an 
emergency markup before it came to 
the Rules Committee. You bypassed ev-
erything and kept on changing the text 
of the bill. 

That is a lousy way to legislate. I 
will tell you, I can’t wait until after 
November and my friends are no longer 
in charge because we can then dem-
onstrate not only to my Republican 
friends but to the American people how 
a legislative process should work, how 
to get things done, how to be effective. 
This is irresponsible legislating. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

You can’t make this stuff up. It is 
amazing. I am being gaslit in real time 
here, and so are the American people. I 
often say if it weren’t for double stand-
ards, the Democrats would have no 
standards at all. Here we are, talking 
about process and procedure and to-
tally ignoring the fact that the Demo-
crats ran roughshod over process and 
procedure last Congress when they 
were in control. 

Don’t believe me? Let’s look at the 
facts. Last Congress, the Democratic- 
controlled Rules Committee considered 
30 pieces of legislation that did not go 
through regular order. That includes 28 
McGovern waivers for unreported bills. 
You might say, oh, 28 out of 30, what 
about the other 2? Well, the other two 
were reported but without hearings. 

It is amazing and so rich, being at-
tacked for having a bill not going 
through regular order on a few occa-
sions when the Democrats themselves 
had it 30 separate times in the last 
Congress. That is quite amazing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
ALFORD). 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Pennsylvania for yield-
ing. 

I rise today in favor of this Military 
Construction, Veterans Affairs appro-
priations bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to share my 
appreciation for Kelly Dixon, who is 
leaving the Rules Committee. She is 
one of the first persons we met as 
freshmen. Mr. Speaker, you remember 
us going to the Rules Committee office 
and Kelly running us through how 
things operate here on the House floor. 
I had no experience in politics, and it 
was all new to me. She made the rules 
clear, and decorum, as well, which is 
such an important part of this institu-
tion. We wish Kelly well. 

I want to say a special thank-you to 
the Appropriations Committee, in par-
ticular, Chairman COLE and Defense 
Subcommittee Chair CALVERT, for the 
$144 million in this bill, which is going 
to go to the advanced individual train-
ing barracks for prestigious Fort Leon-
ard Wood in the southeastern part of 
the Fourth Congressional District of 
the great State of Missouri, which I 
represent. 

Fort Leonard Wood is a wonderful 
center of excellence, training the men 
and women who are tasked with pro-
tecting our great Nation. I was down 
there last year to visit and saw the 
need for new barracks on this great fa-
cility. It was real, Mr. Speaker. 

I also thank Secretary Wormuth of 
the Army for making this a priority in 
the President’s budget because, to-
gether, we are working to increase our 
retention and recruitment for the 
armed services. 

As you know, Mr. Speaker, we have 
issues with recruitment. Only 9 percent 
of Americans, young people, right now 
have any interest in joining the mili-
tary. At Fort Leonard Wood and other 
areas where we are going to provide 
military construction through this ap-
propriations process, we are not build-
ing the Taj Mahal, but we are building 
barracks and privatized housing that is 
going to make living and working on 
these facilities not necessarily a joy 
but someplace where they can rest 
their heads at night and feel com-
fortable and safe. I thank the chair and 
subcommittee chair for that addition 
to this package. 

I want to talk now specifically about 
H.R. 8282, the Illegitimate Court Coun-
teraction Act. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the rule to provide consider-
ation of this act. 

To be honest, I am a little dis-
appointed. I am a little bit disgusted 
that, once again, we are having to have 
these discussions about what we stand 
for as a nation, in particular in pro-
tecting the Nation of Israel. It is unfor-
tunate, but it is something that we 
must do. 

Israel is our strongest ally in the 
Middle East, and it is under attack. It 
has been since October 7. Israel was liv-
ing in peace until they were attacked 
on October 7. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield the gentleman an additional 
2 minutes. 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, this 
time, the attack is coming from the 
International Criminal Court, which 
went as far as seeking an arrest war-
rant against Prime Minister 
Netanyahu for the rightful act of de-
fending his country against the horrific 
terrorist attacks of October 7. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an unprece-
dented move, and even President Biden 
called the arrest warrants ‘‘out-
rageous.’’ The commonsense response 
to this outrageous action by the ICC is 
to pass H.R. 8282. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, we will see just 
how much common sense our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
actually have. 

H.R. 8282 would impose sanctions 
against ICC officials who investigate, 
arrest, detain, or prosecute a U.S. per-
son or our allies, including Israel, giv-
ing Prime Minister Netanyahu and the 
Israeli people the support they truly 
deserve. 

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker, as 
some of my colleagues across the aisle 
seem to not understand this very sim-
ple concept: We must always stand 
with our ally Israel, and we must al-
ways stand against any terrorist orga-
nization like Hamas. We must support 
Israel in their efforts to eradicate 
Hamas, which could end this war 
today, Mr. Speaker, by releasing all 
the remaining hostages and surren-
dering. 

Mr. Speaker, recently, we were in 
Israel visiting with President Herzog, 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, and the 
family of Hersh Goldberg, an American 
still held hostage by the Hamas butch-
ers in Gaza. What they are dealing with 
is a frightening scene, Mr. Speaker. 
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Prime Minister Netanyahu says: We 
appreciate the help and support of the 
U.S., but let me make one thing clear— 
Mr. Speaker, this is what Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu says—we will fight 
with our fingers if necessary to win 
this war. 

Mr. Speaker, war is not pretty. We 
stand with Israel. We will always stand 
with Israel, and that is why I urge my 
colleagues to vote in favor of this rule. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me respond to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania who 
commented on my last comments 
where I conceded that we weren’t per-
fect in following the McGovern rule, 
but I thank him for conceding that we 
followed it the overwhelming majority 
of the time. 

Again, I find it really stunning that 
on a bill that has implications that my 
friends can’t even respond to, they de-
cided to not only forgo a hearing and a 
markup, but they kept on changing the 
text at the last minute. 

He also was critical of President 
Biden and his foreign policy, but I want 
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to correct the record on that as well. 
When the other guy was President, I 
will remind the gentleman, Iran didn’t 
just attack Israeli troops, they at-
tacked U.S. troops. They attacked us. 

The gentleman wants to talk about 
supporting our allies. His side held up 
aid for Ukraine for 9 months because 
their side bought into Kremlin propa-
ganda. They were more interested in 
pleasing Vladimir Putin than they 
were in standing by our allies in 
Ukraine. 

It was their side, a Republican Presi-
dent, who went to North Korea and 
tried to get a brutal dictator to like 
him. He tried to kowtow to Kim Jong- 
Un. It was their side, a Republican 
President, who tried to extort our 
Ukrainian allies by withholding U.S. 
aid, and then he was impeached over 
that. 

It was his Republican candidate for 
President who praises Putin, fawns 
over Xi Jinping, says Viktor Orban is 
fantastic, and sends love letters to Kim 
Jong-Un. 

It was a Republican President, the 
previous guy, who stood with Amer-
ica’s adversaries. Contrast that with 
President Joe Biden. President Biden 
rallied the world to Ukraine’s defense. 
President Biden has defended our ally 
Israel and their airspace, and President 
Biden has rebuilt America’s image on 
the world stage by standing up for de-
mocracy and human rights. I am happy 
to compare President Biden’s record to 
the other guy who they seem so in awe 
of and afraid of every single day of the 
week. 

I would, again, remind my colleagues 
that the bill on the International 
Criminal Court had no hearing, no 
markup, no witnesses, no amendments, 
closed rule, nothing, and they can’t 
even explain it. They couldn’t even ex-
plain it in the Rules Committee last 
night. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. 
LEGER FERNANDEZ), a distinguished 
member of the Rules Committee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania). The Chair 
would also remind Members to refrain 
from engaging in personalities toward 
presumptive nominees for the office of 
President. 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Mr. MCGOVERN for 
pointing out the importance of choos-
ing our leaders wisely and choosing 
those who would reject tyrannical ten-
dencies themselves or to ally them-
selves with tyrants. This reminds me 
that 250 years ago when the revolution-
aries of our American soil decided to 
fight to escape the tyrannical and au-
thoritarian rule of the king, some 
pushed back. They were concerned that 
the people of the beautiful experiment 
we call America would not be able to 
choose the right leader. 

Samuel Adams believed that virtue 
was the soul of democracy. He said 
these beautiful words: A moral people 
will elect moral leaders. A moral peo-
ple will elect moral leaders. 

I have incredible faith in our Amer-
ican people. I know that they honor 
and cherish our Constitution. I know 
that the American people will honor 
the rule of law. Today, I will not speak 
of the 34 reasons why I know that the 
American people are moral people and 
will elect moral leaders. 

Today, instead, I will speak about 
the manner in which Americans not 
just cherish virtue, rule of law, and our 
Constitution, Americans also cherish 
our veterans and our military. The ap-
propriations bill the Republicans have 
presented today does not cherish or 
honor the sacrifices our servicemem-
bers made in battle for this country. 
Instead, it sacrifices our national secu-
rity to industries and lobbyists who 
don’t want us to even acknowledge cli-
mate change. 

The Republican Speaker last night 
actually recognized that it would be 
common sense to protect our bases 
from sea rise and flooding, but this bill 
strips funding for climate resilience. 
They would sacrifice our military read-
iness for climate denialism. 

This bill is a kitchen sink of culture 
wars rather than one that honors our 
servicemembers and veterans. Instead 
of focusing on what our military bases 
need for readiness, Republicans are at-
tacking women’s healthcare, pro-
moting discrimination against LGBTQ 
veterans, and denying climate change. 
This appropriations bill will prevent 
women veterans from receiving repro-
ductive healthcare wherever they may 
live. 

If a female veteran’s health is at risk 
during her pregnancy, Republicans 
don’t want her to get VA care in the 
full array that she may need it. If she 
lives in Texas, Alabama, or a State 
that took away her reproductive 
healthcare, she might find herself wait-
ing in an emergency room parking lot 
until she is near death. 

I have made difficult decisions about 
life-threatening conditions during my 
own pregnancies. I enjoyed the right to 
make decisions about my health with 
the people I trust and love, my doctors, 
and my own faith in God. I want every 
woman to have the same right, to have 
access to healthcare if her health is at 
risk during pregnancy, especially if she 
is a veteran who has served our coun-
try. 

All veterans deserve our respect 
wherever they live. That respect is 
measured by action, actions that pro-
tect healthcare access. This bill does 
not show that respect. I urge my col-
leagues to oppose the rule. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Again, it is amazing that I am hear-
ing my friends across the aisle com-
plain about closed rules and going 
through regular order. Again, we are 
being gaslit in real time by the left. 

I remind my friends across the aisle 
that at this point in the 117th Con-
gress—again, when Democrats were in 
control, this is when Chairman MCGOV-

ERN ran the Rules Committee—Demo-
crats had made 61 percent of their rules 
closed. In this Congress, the GOP has 
passed 66 more measures out of the 
Rules Committee compared with the 
Democrats at this point in the 117th. 

The GOP is legislating in this Con-
gress. We have proportionally fewer 
closed rules over a much larger pool of 
bills, and 33 percent of our closed rules 
were because no amendments were sub-
mitted. They were closed because no 
one even put forward amendments. In 
the 118th, 81 percent of the Rules meas-
ures that have gone to a floor vote 
have garnered bipartisan support for 
final passage. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, my friends 
across the aisle like to complain about 
amendments being made in order and 
they like to complain about regular 
order, but facts don’t lie. They had 61 
percent of their bills with closed rules. 
I just had a litany of bills that did not 
go through regular order. You can’t 
hide from the stats. 

Let’s not fool ourselves. The Amer-
ican people don’t care about arcane 
rules of procedure in the House. No one 
cares about this. What they do care 
about are things like foreign policy. It 
is amazing, like I am being gaslit on 
procedures in the House, I am being 
gaslit about the last administration’s 
position on foreign policy. 

I am sure if you would ask people 
around the world if they would rather 
have President Trump or President 
Biden, it would be President Trump, 
and here is why: President Trump actu-
ally killed al-Baghdadi, and he disman-
tled ISIS. 

When it comes to Iran, he neutralized 
Soleimani. He also targeted proxy 
groups that were controlled by the Ira-
nians in the surrounding area. He put 
the Quds Force and the Houthis on the 
terrorist watch list, actions the Biden 
administration has tried to reverse. 

He blocked the Nord Stream 2 pipe-
line, which weakened Russia. He had 
the Abraham Accords. 

We had zero attacks from Russia dur-
ing the period. Remember, it was under 
Obama that Russia came into the Cri-
mea, and then Russia didn’t do any-
thing for 4 years. Then, magically, 
when the Democrats came in, showing 
weakness and vacillation in the face of 
aggression, then the Russians invaded 
more parts of Ukraine. 

Also, when it comes to China, it was 
President Trump who put tariffs on 
China and held China to account. The 
Biden administration has done very lit-
tle on that front. 

The list goes on and on, but I will 
leave it at that for the sake of time. 

Talking about being gaslit, we are 
being gaslit on the ICC, this inter-
national kangaroo court. There is so 
much disinformation out there about 
the ICC, especially regarding their ac-
tions on Israel. 

Let me just clear some things up. 
One, the ICC’s warrant filings are fac-
tually wrong; two, Israel has conducted 
itself consistently with international 
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law and its humanitarian obligations; 
three, the ICC does not have jurisdic-
tion over Israel as the nation is not an 
ICC member; and, fourth, the ICC war-
rant applications for Israeli leaders 
threaten U.S. national security. Let’s 
just get the facts out there. Those are 
the facts, and you can’t hide from 
them. 

It is amazing how many of my friends 
across the aisle, beholden to the ex-
treme far left, want to talk about these 
make-believe Israeli transgressions, 
when they wholeheartedly ignore the 
transgressions of international law by 
Hamas. You want to go through a list 
of all the international law that Hamas 
has broken? Let’s do it. 

Let’s start with targeting civilians; 
not wearing a uniform; hiding among 
civilian populations; storing weapons 
in places like mosques and schools; 
having their military headquarters in a 
hospital; using torture, and rape; and 
deprivation of food, water, and medical 
aid for their hostages. This is just a 
short list, but it is amazing how the 
left, controlled by radical, dangerous 
extremists, refused to call out Hamas 
and their violations while latching on 
to these false perceived notions that 
the Israelis are somehow the ones in 
violation of international law. 

I am sick and tired of the 
gaslighting. The American people know 
the truth, and we are going to see the 
results of that in a few months. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to tell my 
friends across the aisle that I have no 
further speakers at this time and I am 
prepared to close. I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we are different. I 
would just say to the gentleman that is 
why I am glad the ICC is actually going 
after Hamas and holding Hamas ac-
countable. That is a good thing. I am 
sorry the gentleman doesn’t agree with 
that. 

As far as his numbers go on the rules, 
that was the most roundabout, crazy 
characterization and reconfiguration of 
numbers to essentially say and justify 
the fact that the Republicans are so in-
effective and incompetent in the Rules 
Committee. I mean, they have lost 
seven rules. That has got to be a 
record. Seven of their own rules—they 
are in charge—have gone down. It is 
amazing when you listen to the gen-
tleman try to rationalize all that is so 
irrational about the way the Repub-
licans are running this place. 

I would also say, Mr. Speaker, I am 
very concerned now because I was ad-
monished, again, for referring to the 
former President and mentioning a 
process that the United States Con-
gress actually put forward. I don’t even 
know what I can say anymore when it 
comes to the former President because 
everything is out of order. My friends 
on the other side of the aisle can say 
whatever they want about President 
Biden. They can say whatever they 
want about anything they want, and 

there seems to be no accountability. I 
am just referring to facts, and I get ad-
monished. I don’t understand this. 

In any event, Mr. Speaker, if we de-
feat the previous question, I will offer 
an amendment to the rule to make in 
order an amendment from the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) which is germane and is com-
pliant with the rules. That amendment 
would strike anti-trans, antigay, and 
anti-veteran provisions from the 
MILCON–VA appropriations bill. 

Mr. Speaker, it is estimated that 
over 1 million American veterans are 
part of the LGBTQ+ community, in-
cluding 134,000 veterans who are 
transgender. We know the Republicans 
have been fighting to kick trans people 
out of the military. Now it is 2024, and 
it is Pride Month, and what are House 
Republicans focused on? They want to 
deny these veterans, after they have 
selflessly defended our Nation, from re-
ceiving the medical care and support 
that they need. 

b 1015 
They are spending time trying to pre-

vent the VA from flying Pride flags. 
With all the discrimination members of 
the LGBTQ community have had to en-
dure, Republicans in this bill protect 
those who discriminate against same- 
sex marriages. Of course, this is hap-
pening during Pride Month. The cru-
elty is the point, Mr. Speaker. 

My amendment would simply allow a 
vote in the House to strike these back-
ward policy riders from this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment into the RECORD along with any 
extraneous material immediately prior 
to the vote on the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 

enough with these Republican attacks 
on the LGBTQ+ community. Enough 
with the bigotry. Enough with the 
hate. Enough with the MAGA extre-
mism. We are better than this. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is amazing. I con-
tinue to get gaslit up here. At the end 
of the day, facts don’t care about your 
feelings, and numbers don’t lie. 

I will distill this argument into two 
facts right now to show you the hypoc-
risy from the other side. Last Congress, 
the Democrats had 30 pieces of legisla-
tion that came outside of regular 
order. 

At this same point in the 117th Con-
gress compared to this Congress, the 
118th, the Democrats had 61 percent of 
their bills come to the floor under 
closed rules. Again, numbers don’t lie. 
Don’t sit here and try to gaslight me. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I am prepared to close. I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

I say to the gentleman, again, we are 
talking about today, and my point was 
that we have a bill that the witnesses 
that came before the Rules Committee 
couldn’t even accurately describe what 
was in the bill. 

They had no idea because it changed 
so many times, couldn’t really respond 
to questions about what the implica-
tions of the bill would be, and we are 
simply pointing out the fact that there 
was not a single hearing in the com-
mittee of jurisdiction on the legisla-
tion, not a single markup, no wit-
nesses. 

My friends bring this to the floor 
under a completely closed process so 
nobody can amend it. Nobody can 
change anything. Nobody can change a 
comma. 

That is how the Republicans are run-
ning this House of Representatives, and 
it is pathetic, quite frankly. It is not 
the way the people’s House should be 
run, and it shows disrespect for this in-
stitution. They do that day in and day 
out. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, the contrast 
is very clear for the American people. 
Democrats stand up for traditional 
American values like freedom, and Re-
publicans are going all in on 
authoritarianism. 

Democrats want to fight for our de-
mocracy. We believe it is worth fight-
ing for and preserving. Republicans 
want to attack LGBTQ rights, women’s 
rights, civil rights, and voting rights. 
Now they even want to attack IVF in 
their quest to control women’s bodies. 
We had a Republican come before the 
Rules Committee advocating for that 
last night. It was scary, quite frankly. 

Democrats believe in science, and Re-
publicans spent the day yesterday 
spreading conspiracy theories about 
COVID and attacking Dr. Fauci. 

Democrats stand for our Constitution 
and the rule of law. Republicans are 
falling over themselves to get in the 
good graces of their presumptive nomi-
nee, a candidate for President who 
brags on social media about how he 
wants a unified Reich. Who says that? 

This is a candidate I can’t even tell 
the truth about on the House floor be-
cause he is being treated like a king. 

Now, we know someone was con-
victed of 34 felonies, but we aren’t even 
allowed to say who. Republicans are 
spending so much time circling the 
wagons around he who must not be 
named that they are neglecting the job 
that the American people sent them 
here to do. 

This Republican Party is totally lost. 
They are totally disconnected from 
what this country is about, and it is a 
national embarrassment. 

Democrats are putting people first. It 
is as simple as that. Republicans are 
putting politics first, and they are run-
ning one of the most incompetent, inef-
fective sessions of Congress, maybe in 
American history, and certainly since I 
have been here. 
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Mr. Speaker, I don’t know what else 

to say. I am afraid to say anything 
more because I am afraid my words 
will be taken down, and I will be si-
lenced because this place is becoming 
so controlled, we have to be very, very 
careful of every single word we say 
here. 

I will just conclude by saying this is 
an awful process. These bills that are 
being brought before us are not worthy 
of all this time and attention. 

They are poorly drafted, and the ap-
propriations bill, which should be to-
tally bipartisan, they have loaded up 
with all kinds of MAGA extremist gar-
bage, and we know it is going nowhere. 
What a waste of time. What a waste of 
time. 

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on the rule, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

In closing, I don’t even know where 
to begin, describing closed rules as 
threats to the institution, as dis-
respectful, as shameful. 

Again, I remind the gentleman that 
last Congress, they brought 30 pieces of 
legislation to the floor that had not 
gone through committee. 

At this same time last Congress, 61 
percent of their rules were closed rules. 
The gaslighting has got to stop. 

We are here today to talk about 
MILCON–VA and the international 
kangaroo court known as the ICC. This 
week when it comes to these two bills, 
Americans will see a stark difference 
between House Republicans and the 
dangerous far-left extremists on the 
other side of the aisle. 

Some are saying that the bills are 
partisan exercises, and they are full of 
culture war issues. It is the Repub-
licans that are taking the culture war 
issues out of these bills, at least out of 
MILCON–VA. 

If you don’t believe me, look at the 
actions of the VA. Under President 
Biden, the VA has gone far left and 
woke. These include initiatives in the 
VA like DEI and CRT. They just waste 
taxpayer-funded resources on these far- 
left culture wars that are coming from 
the left. 

If you don’t believe me, just look at 
the actions of the VA. The Department 
backtracked not too long ago after re-
moving the iconic V–J Day picture 
from Times Square. 

The iconic picture of V–J Day, for 
whatever reason, wasn’t woke and had 
to be removed. That is quite amazing 
coming from the VA. 

The VA also removed from their mis-
sion statement a quote from Abraham 
Lincoln. Why? Because that quote used 
male pronouns. You can’t make this 
stuff up. 

The Department uses a gender gin-
gerbread person that teaches veterans 
and employees that gender is a spec-
trum, and it is fluid. 

How about the Department’s focus on 
the backlog of thousands of veterans’ 
claims and veterans who can’t receive 

timely care? Maybe they should focus 
on that instead of gender-neutral gin-
gerbread men. 

That is why House Republicans will 
pass FY25 MILCON–VA that will focus 
the Department’s mission back to its 
core mission, which is taking care of 
veterans; not fighting culture war 
issues. 

We protect veterans’ Second Amend-
ment rights. We prohibit DEI. We pre-
vent critical race theory, and we put 
the Hyde amendment into the bill. 

We are making this bill neutral and 
bipartisan. We are stripping out cul-
ture war issues that the far-left ex-
tremists have put in it. 

Lastly, let’s talk about the rule be-
fore us bringing up the piece of legisla-
tion that will protect U.S. citizens and 
servicemembers and our allies, includ-
ing Israel, and that is to make sure we 
are working against the illegitimate 
sham court, the kangaroo court known 
as the ICC. 

H.R. 8282 will reimpose the Trump 
administration sanctions against the 
ICC and demonstrate to the world that 
the United States supports our number 
one ally, Israel, and Israel’s right of 
self-defense. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 1269 OFFERED BY 
MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 7. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this solution, the amendment speci-
fied in section 8 shall be in order as though 
printed as the last amendment in part B of 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution if offered by Rep-
resentative Wasserman Schultz of Florida or 
a designee. That amendment shall be debat-
able for 10 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent. 

SEC. 8. The amendment referred to in sec-
tion 7 is as follows: 

‘‘Page 77 beginning on line 9, strike section 
256. 

Page 77 beginning on line 12, strike section 
257. 

Page 87 beginning on line 12, strike section 
416.’’. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on the previous question, and I urge 
them to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the rule. I yield 
back the balance of my time, and I 
move the previous question on the res-
olution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 24 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1030 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BICE) at 10 o’clock and 30 
minutes a.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Ordering the previous question on 
House Resolution 1269; and 

Adoption of House Resolution 1269, if 
ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8580, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION, VETERANS AF-
FAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025; AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8282, ILLEGITIMATE 
COURT COUNTERACTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering 
the previous question on the resolution 
(H. Res. 1269) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 8580) making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2025, and for 
other purposes; and providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 8282) to im-
pose sanctions with respect to the 
International Criminal Court engaged 
in any effort to investigate, arrest, de-
tain, or prosecute any protected person 
of the United States and its allies, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 205, nays 
193, not voting 33, as follows: 

[Roll No. 235] 

YEAS—205 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 

Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 

Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
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Burgess 
Calvert 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 

Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 

Moran 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Pence 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—193 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 

Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 

Gonzalez, 
Vicente 

Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Levin 
Lieu 

Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Perez 

Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 

Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—33 

Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Doggett 
Evans 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Grijalva 
Issa 

Jackson (IL) 
Jackson Lee 
Kim (NJ) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lofgren 
Mast 
McClellan 
Menendez 
Miller-Meeks 
Murphy 
Nehls 

Palmer 
Pascrell 
Peltola 
Perry 
Porter 
Schweikert 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1102 

Messrs. SCHNEIDER, PANETTA, 
BEYER, and SUOZZI changed their 
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. RUTHERFORD changed his vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, I was un-

avoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 235. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
demand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 208, noes 195, 
not voting 28, as follows: 

[Roll No. 236] 

AYES—208 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 

Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 

Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 

Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 

Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Pence 
Perry 

Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—195 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 

Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 

Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:21 Jun 05, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A04JN7.005 H04JNPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3596 June 4, 2024 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 

Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 

Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—28 

Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Doggett 
Evans 
Gosar 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Issa 

Jackson (IL) 
Jackson Lee 
Kim (NJ) 
Lofgren 
McClellan 
Menendez 
Miller-Meeks 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Palmer 

Pascrell 
Porter 
Salazar 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1110 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I was unable to vote during rollcall votes 
No. 235 and No. 236 on the floor of the House 
of Representatives. Had I been present, I 
would have voted NO on rollcall votes No. 235 
and No. 236. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
was not present due to a prior engagement. 
Had I been present, I would have voted NAY 
on Roll Call No. 236 and NAY on Roll Call No. 
235. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, while tending 
to a family emergency, I was absent from the 
floor and the roll call votes for the Motion on 
Ordering the Previous Question on H. Res. 
1269 and the Adoption of H. Res. 1269. Had 
I been present, I would have voted: NAY on 
Roll Call 235, Ordering the Previous Question 
on H. Res. 1269, and NAY on Roll Call 236, 
Adoption of H. Res. 1269. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to be present to cast my vote on Roll Call 
No. 235 and Roll Call No. 236 today. Had I 
been present, I would have voted NAY on Roll 
Call 235 and NAY on Roll Call No. 236. 

f 

ILLEGITIMATE COURT 
COUNTERACTION ACT 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 1269, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 8282) to impose sanctions 
with respect to the International 
Criminal Court engaged in any effort 
to investigate, arrest, detain, or pros-

ecute any protected person of the 
United States and its allies, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

STRONG). Pursuant to House Resolution 
1269, an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute consisting of the text of the 
Rules Committee Print 118–37 is adopt-
ed, and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 8282 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Illegitimate 
Court Counteraction Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The United States and Israel are not par-

ties to the Rome Statute or members of the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC), and therefore 
the ICC has no legitimacy or jurisdiction over 
the United States or Israel. 

(2) On May 20, 2024, the Prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court, Karim Khan, an-
nounced arrest warrant applications for Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Min-
ister of Defense Yoav Gallant and should be 
condemned in the strongest possible terms. 

(3) The bipartisan American Servicemembers’ 
Protection Act was enacted in 2002 to protect 
United States military personnel, United States 
officials, and officials and military personnel of 
certain allied countries against criminal pros-
ecution by an international criminal court to 
which the United States is not party, stating, 
‘‘In addition to exposing members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States to the risk of inter-
national criminal prosecution, the Rome Statute 
creates a risk that the President and other sen-
ior elected and appointed officials of the United 
States Government may be prosecuted by the 
International Criminal Court.’’. 

(4) The ICC’s actions against Israel are illegit-
imate and baseless, including the preliminary 
examination and investigation of Israel and ap-
plications for arrest warrants against Israeli of-
ficials, which create a damaging precedent that 
threatens the United States, Israel, and all 
United States partners who have not submitted 
to the ICC’s jurisdiction. 

(5) The United States must oppose any action 
by the ICC against the United States, Israel, or 
any other ally of the United States that has not 
consented to ICC jurisdiction or is not a state 
party to the Rome Statute of the ICC. 
SEC. 3. SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, and on an on-
going basis thereafter, if the International 
Criminal Court is engaging in any attempt to in-
vestigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute any pro-
tected person, the President shall impose— 

(1) the sanctions described in subsection (b) 
with respect to any foreign person the President 
determines— 

(A) has directly engaged in or otherwise aided 
any effort by the International Criminal Court 
to investigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute a pro-
tected person; 

(B) has materially assisted, sponsored, or pro-
vided financial, material, or technological sup-
port for, or goods or services to or in support of 
any effort by the International Criminal Court 
to investigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute a pro-
tected person; or 

(C) is owned or controlled by, or is currently 
acting or purports to have acted, directly or in-
directly, for or on behalf of any person that di-

rectly engages in any effort by the International 
Criminal Court to investigate, arrest, detain, or 
prosecute a protected person; and 

(2) the sanctions described in subsection (b)(2) 
with respect to the immediate family members of 
each foreign person who is subject to sanctions 
pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions de-
scribed in this subsection with respect to a for-
eign person described in subsection (a) are the 
following: 

(1) PROPERTY BLOCKING.—The President shall 
exercise all of the powers granted by the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent necessary to 
block and prohibit all transactions in all prop-
erty and interests in property of any foreign 
person described in subsection (a)(1) if such 
property and interests in property are in the 
United States, come within the United States, or 
are or come within the possession or control of 
a United States person. 

(2) ALIENS INADMISSIBLE FOR VISAS, ADMIS-
SION, OR PAROLE.— 

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—In the 
case of an alien described in subsection (a), the 
alien is— 

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other docu-

mentation to enter the United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or pa-

roled into the United States or to receive any 
other benefit under the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other entry docu-

mentation of an alien described in subpara-
graph (A) shall be revoked, regardless of when 
such visa or other entry documentation was 
issued. 

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A revocation under 
clause (i) shall— 

(I) take effect immediately; and 
(II) automatically cancel any other valid visa 

or entry documentation that is in the alien’s 
possession. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may ex-

ercise all authorities provided under sections 203 
and 205 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to 
carry out this section. 

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or causes 
a violation of this section or any regulation, li-
cense, or order issued to carry out this section 
shall be subject to the penalties set forth in sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1705) to the same extent as a person that 
commits an unlawful act described in subsection 
(a) of that section. 

(d) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 10 days after any imposition of sanctions 
pursuant to subsection (a), the President shall 
brief and provide written notification to the ap-
propriate congressional committees regarding 
the imposition of sanctions that shall include— 

(1) a description of the foreign person or per-
sons subject to the imposition of such sanctions, 
including the foreign person’s role at or relation 
to the International Criminal Court; 

(2) a description of any activity undertaken 
by such foreign person or persons in support of 
efforts to investigate, arrest, detain, or pros-
ecute any protected person; and 

(3) the specific sanctions imposed on such for-
eign person or persons. 

(e) WAIVER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may, on a 

case-by-case basis and for periods not to exceed 
90 days each, waive the application of sanctions 
imposed or maintained with respect to a foreign 
person under this section if the President sub-
mits to the appropriate congressional committees 
before the waiver is to take effect a report that 
contains a determination of the President that 
the waiver is vital to the national security inter-
ests of the United States. 
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(2) CONTENTS.—Each report required by para-

graph (1) with respect to a waiver of the appli-
cation of sanctions imposed or maintained with 
respect to a foreign person under this section, or 
the renewal of such a waiver, shall include— 

(A) a specific and detailed rationale for the 
determination that the waiver is vital to the na-
tional security interests of the United States; 

(B) a description of the activity that resulted 
in the foreign person being subject to sanctions; 

(C) a detailed description and list of actions 
the United States has taken to— 

(i) stop the International Criminal Court from 
engaging in any effort to investigate, arrest, de-
tain, or prosecute all protected persons; and 

(ii) permanently close, withdraw, end, or oth-
erwise terminate any preliminary examination, 
investigation, or any other effort to investigate, 
arrest, detain, or prosecute all protected per-
sons. 

(3) FORM.—Each report required by para-
graph by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in 
unclassified form but may include a classified 
annex. 

(f) SPECIAL RULE.—The President may termi-
nate the sanctions with respect to the foreign 
persons described in subsection (a) if the Presi-
dent certifies in writing to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that the International 
Criminal Court— 

(1) has ceased engaging in any effort to inves-
tigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute all protected 
persons; and 

(2) has permanently closed, withdrawn, 
ended, and otherwise terminated any prelimi-
nary examination, investigation, or any other 
effort by the International Criminal Court to in-
vestigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute all pro-
tected persons. 
SEC. 4. RESCISSION OF FUNDS FOR INTER-

NATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date of the 

enactment of this Act, any amounts appro-
priated for the International Criminal Court 
and available for obligation as of such date of 
enactment are hereby rescinded. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON FUTURE APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—On and after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, no appropriated funds may be used 
for the International Criminal Court. 
SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADMITTED ALIEN.—The terms ‘‘admitted’’ 

and ‘‘alien’’ have the meanings given those 
terms in section 101 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(2) ALLY OF THE UNITED STATES.—The term 
‘‘ally of the United States’’ means— 

(A) a government of a member country of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization; or 

(B) a government of a major non-NATO ally, 
as that term is defined by section 2013(7) of the 
American Service-Members’ Protection Act (22 
U.S.C. 7432(7)). 

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
DEFINED.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Financial Services, and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate. 

(4) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign per-
son’’ means a person that is not a United States 
person. 

(5) IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER.—The term 
‘‘immediate family member’’, with respect to a 
foreign person, means the spouse, parent, sib-
ling, or adult child of the person. 

(6) INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT; ROME 
STATUTE.—The terms ‘‘International Criminal 
Court’’ and ‘‘Rome Statute’’ have the meaning 
given those terms in section 2013 of the Amer-
ican Service-Members’ Protection Act (22 U.S.C. 
7432). 

(7) PROTECTED PERSON.—The term ‘‘protected 
person’’ means— 

(A) any United States person, unless the 
United States provides formal consent to Inter-
national Criminal Court jurisdiction and is a 
state party to the Rome Statute of the Inter-
national Criminal Court, including— 

(i) current or former members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States; 

(ii) current or former elected or appointed offi-
cials of the United States Government; and 

(iii) any other person currently or formerly 
employed by or working on behalf of the United 
States Government; 

(B) any foreign person that is a citizen or 
lawful resident of an ally of the United States 
that has not consented to International Crimi-
nal Court jurisdiction or is not a state party to 
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court, including— 

(i) current or former members of the Armed 
Forces of such ally of the United States; 

(ii) current or former elected or appointed gov-
ernment officials of such ally of the United 
States; and 

(iii) any other person currently or formerly 
employed by or working on behalf of such a gov-
ernment. 

(8) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term ‘‘United 
States person’’ means— 

(A) an individual who is a United States cit-
izen or an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence to the United States; 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of the 
United States or any jurisdiction within the 
United States, including a foreign branch of 
such an entity; or 

(C) any person in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill, 
as amended, shall be debatable for 1 
hour equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs or their respective designees. 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
MCCAUL) and the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. MEEKS) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, we are at a moment in 

history where our long-held fears are 
being realized. 

The International Criminal Court has 
overstepped its authority and set a 
dangerous precedent by seeking arrest 
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Israel’s Defense Min-
ister Gallant, alongside Hamas terror-
ists. 

I will be clear: The case against 
Israel is baseless. 

Mr. MEEKS and I wanted in good faith 
to make this a bipartisan bill, and I 
thank him for that. 

Initially, the White House supported 
this idea; however, on May 28, they did 
a 180-degree turn. In response, even 
Democrat Senator CARDIN has criti-

cized the administration saying: ‘‘I am 
disappointed. I thought they were 
going to try and work on a bipartisan 
bill. . . . ’’ 

I agree with Mr. CARDIN, and I agree 
with Mr. MEEKS as we tried to make 
this bipartisan. 

The United States and Israel are not 
members of the ICC. The ICC itself was 
created as a court of last resort if na-
tional governments are unwilling or 
unable to try cases in their jurisdic-
tion. 

The United States and Israel do not 
fall into this category. Despite this, 
the ICC prosecutor’s statement on the 
warrant applications contains several 
allegations that are directly contra-
dicted by the Biden administration’s 
recent report pursuant to the National 
Security Memorandum-20. 

I have many problems with National 
Security Memorandum-20, but this re-
port clearly stated: ‘‘We do not cur-
rently assess that the Israeli Govern-
ment is prohibiting or otherwise re-
stricting the transport or delivery of 
U.S. humanitarian assistance.’’ 

It also described in significant detail 
Israel’s own systems for ensuring com-
pliance with international humani-
tarian law and for investigating pos-
sible violations of international and 
humanitarian law. 

Moreover, comparing the legitimate, 
democratically-elected officials in 
Israel who were thrust into a war that 
they didn’t ask for and that they didn’t 
start to Hamas terrorists only high-
lights the complete disconnect of this 
politicized international body. 

This is a war Hamas started. 
Israel was forced into a war they 

didn’t want, and now they have no 
choice but to finish it. Further, Hamas 
is making it infinitely worse because 
they use human shields. They hide 
their control and command centers be-
hind hospitals and schools, and they 
put civilians in harm’s way. 

There are many, many unspeakable 
tragedies in this war. I have seen vid-
eos of Hamas terrorists killing inno-
cent Palestinians simply trying to ac-
cess humanitarian aid. Hamas does not 
care about civilian casualties. Their 
only objective is to remove Israel from 
the map. 

Israel is fighting in what is likely the 
most difficult urban warfare landscape 
that has ever existed, and they have 
done everything in their power to limit 
casualties and facilitate humanitarian 
aid, but the same cannot be said of 
Hamas. 

It is absolutely outrageous for the 
ICC to be pursuing arrest warrants 
against Israeli officials and announcing 
it on CNN before a decision has even 
been made. 

Mr. MEEKS and I were prosecutors. 
We would never announce arrest war-
rants on national television on CNN. 
Failing to act here in the Congress 
would make us complicit with the 
ICC’s illegitimate actions. 

We must not stay silent. We must 
stand with our allies. If the ICC is ad-
vancing a case against an American or 
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an allied country who is not party to 
the ICC, this bill will impose sanctions 
on ICC officials and others supporting 
that case. 

We need to act quickly because this 
case is already advancing much faster 
than expected. Even the ICC’s own staff 
did not know the warrant applications 
would be going ahead at this pace. 
That is why we are advancing this bill 
straight to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to stand up to 
international bullies who seek to un-
dermine international law under the 
false pretext of justice. What happens 
if Americans are next as they looked at 
Americans on the battlefield in Af-
ghanistan. 

This sets a dangerous precedent 
where now it is Israeli officials, but to-
morrow it could be Americans. It is a 
very dangerous precedent. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, too often in our foreign 
policy, we turn to sanctions as a first 
choice rather than a tool of last resort. 
Sanctions should not be our only go-to 
punishment to express our displeasure 
because they have real consequences. 

That being said, I will say that on 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, we do 
try to work together and get a bipar-
tisan bill. I thank the chairman for 
that. Unfortunately, we could not get 
to a final conclusion. 

As I review the bill that we are about 
to vote on today, the bill that is on the 
floor, in this instance, this bill would 
have a chilling effect on the ICC as an 
institution and hamper the court’s ef-
forts to prosecute serious atrocities 
that have been perpetrated in many 
places around the world from Ukraine 
to Uganda. We can’t forget that the 
ICC is a venue through which we can 
hold accountable bad actors. 

I know many of us celebrated in 
March of last year when the ICC judges 
issued arrest warrants for Vladimir 
Putin and other senior Russian offi-
cials for abducting thousands of 
Ukrainian children. 

In fact, in the wake of Putin’s re-
newed war in Ukraine, Congress passed 
legislation to enable the United States 
to provide financial support to and 
share information with the ICC to in-
vestigate and prosecute Putin and his 
regime for their heinous crimes. 

Put simply, we leaned in on engage-
ment with the ICC because it was in 
our interest and because it reinforces 
the prospect that the justice we want 
to see will be delivered. 

Let me also be clear that President 
Biden has said from the very start that 
the ICC prosecutor’s application last 
month for arrest warrants against 
Israeli leaders is clearly outrageous. In 
doing so, the ICC prosecutor has at-
tempted to equate the self-defense de-
cisions made by Israel’s democrat-
ically-elected leaders to those of 
Hamas’ terrorist leaders. 

There is no, and I repeat, there is no 
moral or legal equivalence here. This is 

one reason why we try to work to-
gether and continue to figure out a 
way we can get to a bipartisan deal. 
Chairman MCCAUL and I will continue 
to do that. 

Furthermore, let me just say that 
the United States has, since its incep-
tion, opposed, and we continue to op-
pose in the strongest terms, this inves-
tigation as an overreach into a matter 
for which the ICC has no jurisdiction. 

That said, if our goal is to change the 
ICC’s actions, sanctions is the wrong 
tool. They are simply not going to 
work here. They are not going to con-
vince the ICC to back down and could, 
in fact, push the ICC to pursue this 
case with even greater vigor. 

This bill will bluntly curtail the 
United States’ ability to engage the 
court to advance our interests in sup-
porting justice and accountability 
processes and, critically, to share rel-
evant information that can impact the 
outcome. 

The sanctions will have a chilling ef-
fect on States who would otherwise be 
inclined to align with us in ensuring 
the court delivers justice and avoids 
overreach. 

Not only that, this particular legisla-
tion is overly broad. It would sanction 
our allies around the globe who support 
the ICC through resources and per-
sonnel. 

Per the proposed text, anyone who 
has offered financial, material, or tech-
nological assistance to the court shall 
be sanctioned. 

Let’s look at what that means when 
we break it down. If you wrote a list of 
the largest funders of the ICC and a list 
of America’s closest allies in Europe 
and in Asia, they would be virtually 
identical: the U.K., France, Germany, 
Italy, and Japan. 

b 1130 

As drafted, the leaders of these coun-
tries would need to be sanctioned for 
providing material assistance to the 
ICC. The legislative bodies of the coun-
tries would also need to be sanctioned 
for appropriating funds to go to the 
ICC. Interparliamentary travel to Eu-
rope could become a sanctionable ac-
tivity. 

Is sanctioning Rishi Sunak, Emman-
uel Macron, or Giorgia Meloni smart 
policy? To me, that is absurd on its 
face. 

This bill would further risk sanctions 
on the over 900 staff members from ap-
proximately 100 countries at the court, 
from judges and prosecutors to admin-
istrative staff, including nationals of 
close U.S. allies and partners who col-
lectively work to prosecute war crimi-
nals around the globe. 

The language in this bill is so broad 
that even a cafeteria worker or janitor, 
even their families, could be construed 
as having supported or materially as-
sisted in these prosecutions by pro-
viding services to the ICC. 

It is almost certain that the ICC re-
lies on American companies for cloud 
services, productivity software, and 

other gold-standard tech products. All 
of these American companies would be 
banned from doing such business with 
the ICC, and their Chinese competitors 
could rush to fill that gap. 

Do we want the ICC reliant on the 
PRC for its email services, data serv-
ice, or cloud storage? Do we want to 
send a message to all other inter-
national organizations that America 
could pull the plug on their business 
services at any moment? This will un-
dermine America’s interests and bol-
ster those of China and Russia. 

The broad sanctions language in-
cluded in this legislation will also af-
fect many innocent Dutch companies 
and nationals. The same sanction risks 
would apply to companies from other 
U.S. allies and partner companies that 
provide services to the ICC. It is un-
clear how sanctioning close allies’ fi-
nancial institutions and small busi-
nesses will aid our foreign policy inter-
ests. 

The path that has been chosen—not 
of leaning in, not of engaging the court 
and its supporters to ensure just out-
comes, but of just punitive action—is 
dangerous for our national security. 
Behind-the-scenes diplomacy with the 
court and our allies and partners that 
support it is far more likely to yield a 
result that is better than a blunt-force 
approach. 

I am for sending a message of con-
cern to the ICC for seeking arrest war-
rants for Israeli officials, but we need 
to do it in another way. Therefore, I 
must oppose this legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Let me just say to my dear friend, 
Mr. MEEKS, that he knows we worked 
on a version of this bill and came to a 
bipartisan resolution that, ultimately, 
was rejected by the White House, and I 
think that is unfortunate. 

I also would like to state that the 
alarms that this bill harms U.S. alli-
ances, I think, are overstated. The 
bill’s sanctions are triggered by Presi-
dential determination that a particular 
foreign person has supported illicit ICC 
efforts against protected persons, so 
that is against American citizens or 
the citizens of U.S. allies who have not 
submitted to ICC’s jurisdiction. 

Furthermore, and this is the most 
important point, this bill, and we did 
this at the behest of the Democrats, 
gives the President the ability to waive 
these sanctions. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ROY), the author of this bill. 
I thank him for working so closely not 
only with me but with the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Texas, the chairman, for 
yielding, and I thank the ranking 
member and his staff and the entire 
staff of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
for their diligent work on this, for 
working all last week, for working 
through the weekend, and for the con-
versations. 
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On this one, it is important to note 

that I do believe that there is signifi-
cant bipartisan agreement that we 
need to take action and stand with one 
voice in this country, the United 
States of America, to send a strong sig-
nal to not just the International Crimi-
nal Court but to the international com-
munity generally. We cannot stand by 
and allow the court to do what it is 
doing. 

Let’s remember why we are here. We 
are here because the International 
Criminal Court is seeking to issue war-
rants on the Prime Minister of Israel. 
It merits letting that just sit out there 
and marinate for a second that that is 
what we are dealing with. The Prime 
Minister of Israel is engaged in defend-
ing his country after the horrific Octo-
ber 7 attacks, which we have talked 
about in great detail on this floor—the 
assaults, the rapes, the beheadings of 
babies, the killing of innocent civil-
ians. Israel is responding to what oc-
curred and what happened to our Jew-
ish brothers and sisters and others in 
Israel on October 7, and it is taking the 
attack to Hamas. 

We recognize the difficulty of Hamas 
being fully intertwined with the civil-
ians in Gaza. Israel is taking steps to 
send text messages, drop 15 million or 
more leaflets, leave voice messages, 
give 2 weeks’ advance notice, do what 
they can to try to make sure that there 
are protections for civilians, keeping 
the overall civilian-to-combatant cas-
ualty ratio below historic norms by 
most accounts, including third-party 
observation. 

Looking at Rafah, the international 
community is saying you can’t go into 
Rafah. You go into Rafah and find 50- 
plus tunnels—now, I think it is 75 or 
more tunnels—that we know were 
being used to carry out attacks on 
Israel. 

Israel is under assault right now, 
with missiles being fired with regu-
larity by Hamas into Israel. This is 
Israel. This is not some random entity. 
This is Israel, our close ally, and you 
have a body, to which we have no sov-
ereignty, for this country, that is being 
given to the International Criminal 
Court because we are not a party to it. 
We are not undermining our sov-
ereignty. We are not going to do that 
as America. 

That is what this stands for. That is 
what this says. This says that we 
should not be allowing the Inter-
national Criminal Court to not just go 
after the Israeli Prime Minister but the 
door that that opens to go after our 
own servicemembers, to go after our 
own generals, to go after America’s in-
terests. 

What happens here is going to be 
coming at us and our country. That is 
why it is important to speak with one 
voice, with authority, with force. 

We have been working in good faith, 
and again, I want to compliment the 
ranking member and Democratic staff. 
Again, we were working through the 
weekend. I do believe there were 

amendments that we could have agreed 
to. There were changes that we could 
have agreed to that would have had bi-
partisan support here. I understand 
that the White House did not agree to 
that, and I think that is a shame. 

I think the White House made the 
wrong call, plain and simple. I think 
the White House got this wrong, and I 
just hope that we will be here today 
united as a body, putting aside par-
tisan differences, and that we will 
move this bill forward and send it to 
the Senate, where the Senate can work 
its will. 

If the Senate wants to modify it and 
send it back to the House and try to 
address any of the concerns that have 
been raised by my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle or this side of 
the aisle, great, the Senate can do 
that. They can send it back to us, and 
we can send a product to the President. 

We need to address this, and we need 
to address it quickly. If we allow this 
to fester, then we undermine our own 
national security, and importantly, at 
this moment in time, we give credence 
and power to an international body to 
which we are not a party, to which 
Israel is not a party, and that is being 
used to flex political muscle by tar-
geting the Prime Minister for defend-
ing his own country. That we cannot 
stand for. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that my col-
leagues support H.R. 8282. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Mrs. RAMIREZ). 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in opposition to H.R. 8282. 

I realize the pattern here. When my 
Republican colleagues can’t legislate, 
they decide they are going to score 
cheap points using three primary tools: 
fear-mongering, punishing, and silenc-
ing. 

I want to break down a little bit of 
this bill today. 

Fear-mongering: The bill invokes the 
protection of United States military 
personnel. Now, let me clarify. U.S. 
military personnel are not subject to 
the ICC because the United States is 
not a party to the Rome Statute, which 
I find shameful. 

Punishing: The bill would impose 
sanctions against anyone who aids the 
ICC in investigating, detaining, arrest-
ing, or prosecuting anyone who has not 
consented to the court’s jurisdiction. 
Let me clarify. Let me make a point of 
clarification here. The bill would 
weaponize sanctions against major U.S. 
allies who support the court, allies like 
Germany, France, the U.K., Japan, and 
countless others. 

Silencing: How? If enacted, no fund-
ing may be used for the International 
Criminal Court. Another point of clari-
fication: Those efforts would weaken 
the ICC, and that makes us all less 
safe. 

It is important we remember why the 
ICC exists, as defined by the Rome 
Statute: ‘‘Mindful that during this cen-
tury, millions of children, women, and 

men have been victims of unimaginable 
atrocities that deeply shock the con-
science of humanity.’’ 

It recognizes that ‘‘such grave crimes 
threaten the peace, security, and well- 
being of the world,’’ and it is ‘‘deter-
mined to put an end to impunity for 
the perpetrators of these crimes and, 
thus, to contribute to the prevention of 
such crimes.’’ 

I stand in opposition to this resolu-
tion because we need the ICC. 

In the last 241 days, thousands have 
been victims of unimaginable atroc-
ities, and Netanyahu’s violations of 
international law have threatened the 
peace of the world. 

I am determined to put an end to im-
punity for the perpetrators of these 
crimes, and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN). 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
ICC’s ruling is outrageous. The organi-
zation has dishonored itself. I would 
have been happy to cosponsor a resolu-
tion denouncing and sanctioning. I 
wanted to cosponsor this bill when I 
read the title; unfortunately, I read the 
bill. 

Once again, we have a poorly drafted, 
poorly thought-out messaging bill that 
hasn’t gone through the committee 
process, that hasn’t gone through reg-
ular order, that hasn’t been thought 
through. No amendments are allowed 
on the floor, and the author defends it 
on the theory that, well, if the bill is 
poorly drafted, the Senate will save us 
and correct it. 

We cannot vote ‘‘yes’’ on a bill today 
that is this infirm and count on the 
Senate to clean it up. 

Once again, the Republican Party has 
decided to hurt Israel for its own ben-
efit. Israel has one friend in the world, 
the United States—plus Guatemala. 
Israel has survived because it has had 
the support of both political parties. 

During the first 76 years of Israel’s 
existence, Democrats have had roughly 
half the power in this city, and Repub-
licans about half of the time have been 
in control. If Israel is to survive an-
other 76 years, it will need the support 
of both parties. Yet, the purpose of this 
bill, which masquerades as pro-Israel, 
like so many bills brought up as mes-
saging bills, is to drive a wedge be-
tween the Democratic Party and Israel 
for the benefit not of Israel but the Re-
publican Party. 

b 1145 
The decision by the International 

Criminal Court’s prosecutor to seek ar-
rest warrants against Israeli leaders is 
an outrageous perversion of everything 
anyone who has dedicated themselves 
to human rights holds dear, as I have 
for 28 years on the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 

It is a perversion of the international 
justice system. It is putrid. It dis-
honors those who originally thought 
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that the International Criminal Court 
would be a good idea. It undermines 
the rule of law, and it is based on a ha-
tred of Israel and perhaps a hatred of 
Jews. 

I would like to vote for this bill, but 
unfortunately I read it. Now, the rank-
ing member has pointed out a number 
of problems. I will point out a couple as 
well. You cannot vote for this until 
you read section 2(a)(1)(A), which im-
poses sanctions on anyone who assists 
an effort to investigate, assists an ef-
fort to investigate. 

What does that mean? It includes 
those who provide exculpatory infor-
mation. Israel was subject to investiga-
tion. I am sure many patriotic Israelis 
and well-meaning Americans provided 
information to the ICC, as CHIP ROY 
did when he gave his speech, detailing 
why that action is wrongful on the law 
and the facts; but you assist an inves-
tigation when you provide exculpatory 
information, and anyone who does that 
is subject to sanction. Mr. ROY won’t 
be sanctioned because he is a U.S. cit-
izen, but anyone else who contacted 
the court and said here is what you are 
doing is wrong will be subject to these 
sanctions. 

Second, this bill punishes the spouses 
and family members, even estranged 
family members. You may feel that 
your son has gone wrong. By involve-
ment with the ICC, you get sanctioned 
for what that son does. Particularly, I 
want to focus on spouses. As I said, the 
bill punishes spouses and family mem-
bers, even those spouses and family 
members who oppose the ruling. 

You are going to wonder why I have 
this poster up here. All last week, the 
Republican Party told us that the deci-
sion of the Alitos to fly an insurrec-
tionist flag at their two houses should 
not be imparted to the Justice because 
it was done by his spouse. Today, one 
week later, they come back and say 
that when a judge does something 
wrong, we are going to impart it to the 
spouse. Which is it? Are Justices and 
their spouses responsible for each oth-
er’s actions or not? Some Republican is 
going to have to explain this to me. 

Now, of course, this is even different 
and more extreme. Justice Alito lived 
in the houses, Justice Alito did not dis-
claim the message of these flags, and 
Justice Alito is not estranged from his 
wife, yet someone who is totally apart 
from anyone at the ICC but happens to 
be related will be subject to sanctions. 
Again, how can you defend an appeal to 
Heaven under those circumstances? 

The attention of the world should be 
on the incredible hypocrisy on the 
International Criminal Court, which 
failed to issue rulings about driving the 
Rohingya from their home, about the 
complete depopulation of the Republic 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, of the Republic 
of Artsakh where the entire country 
was driven into exile in ethnic cleans-
ing. It failed to issue a ruling dealing 
with northern Ethiopia, where 600,000 
people died. This illegitimate court 
failed to issue a ruling on the Yazidis, 

who were subjected to a genocide, as 
the world watched thousands of Yazidis 
being butchered and burned alive and 
subjected to sexual slavery. 

Instead of focusing our attention on 
the hypocrisy of the court, we are fo-
cused on this poorly drafted resolution. 
I tried making suggestions to the au-
thor. Every suggestion I made was re-
jected. This was not an attempt to pass 
a pro-Israel bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this 
was not a pro-Israel bill. Instead it was 
a poorly drafted, rush-to-the-floor, 
strictly partisan messaging bill that 
distracts the world from the hypocrisy 
of the ICC and focuses us instead on a 
supposedly pro-Israel, performatively 
pro-Israel Republican bill. 

We will have to vote ‘‘no,’’ and then 
we will have to work later to dem-
onstrate how wrong and how putrid the 
action of the ICC is. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I yield myself the 
balance of my time to close. 

I think it is important for me to say, 
Mr. Speaker, at the outset that I really 
do appreciate the efforts that were 
made to make this legislation bipar-
tisan. Trying to get to good in a bipar-
tisan way is always my goal on the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, and Chair-
man MCCAUL has, indeed, been a part-
ner in that effort. I thank him for his 
partnership. 

That said, the bill as it is on the 
floor, I can’t support because I believe 
it will be counterproductive to our in-
terests, harm our relations with allies, 
and undermine American global leader-
ship. Unfortunately, I believe the bill 
on the floor will do exactly that. Sanc-
tioning the court and all those who 
support it will backfire badly on us, 
and I must oppose this legislation and 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Let me say first, I am extremely 
troubled by how the ICC has acted, and 
I think everybody in this body should 
be, both Republican and Democrat. 
Americans should be concerned. 

More than 20 years ago, our prede-
cessors had the foresight to know full 
well that the ICC would one day try to 
target democratic countries that had 
their own robust judicial systems over 
which the ICC has no legitimate juris-
diction. 

In 2020, the ICC decided to authorize 
a formal investigation into alleged war 
crimes in Afghanistan. A large bipar-
tisan group of House Members wrote to 
the Secretary of State at that time in 
response with a strong concern stating: 
‘‘Both Democratic and Republican ad-

ministrations have refused to join the 
court in part because they feared its 
politicization and misuse.’’ 

That is exactly what has happened 
here today. They have no basis for 
these actions, and by seeking warrants 
for Israel’s Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister, they have cheapened this 
court’s reputation and exposed it for 
what it really is—an illegitimate court 
that puts politics over justice. 

Today it is Israel, Mr. Speaker, but 
tomorrow it could be the United 
States. We must sanction those who 
deliberately abuse their power for po-
litical gain. Their actions seek to un-
dermine Israel and its people, who are 
in a fight for their very existence. We 
must act not only to protect Israel, but 
ourselves, from these unelected inter-
national bureaucrats. 

If they willingly seek to imprison our 
allies or the United States, we must 
send a clear message—you are neither 
welcome nor wanted on American soil. 
America always stands behind our al-
lies and their legitimate governments. 

If I could just say to my dear friend, 
Mr. MEEKS, and to our colleagues in 
the House, we did work very hard to 
get to a bipartisan agreement, a bipar-
tisan bill that the Speaker approved 
and Mr. JEFFRIES approved, but when it 
went to the White House, it was re-
jected. 

I always think—and I think Mr. 
MEEKS agrees—that we are always 
strongest, particularly this committee, 
when we speak with one voice as one 
nation, in this case to the ICC and to 
the judges. A partisan messaging bill 
was not my intention here, nor do I be-
lieve it was Mr. MEEKS’ intention, but 
that is where we are right now. 

I remain forever hopeful and opti-
mistic, however, that during the proc-
ess and during the course of this legis-
lation that we can still get back to 
that bipartisan bill that we talked 
about, whether it is reached when this 
goes over to the Senate or perhaps Mr. 
MEEKS and I can mark up that bipar-
tisan bill on our committee, on the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, and then 
get it to the House floor where we can 
then proceed with regular order in a bi-
partisan fashion that I believe would be 
best for this Nation, best for Israel, and 
best to send deterrents to the Inter-
national Criminal Court. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 1269, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 
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Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1200 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2025 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H.R. 8580, and 
that I may include tabular material on 
the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 1269 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 8580. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) to preside 
over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1204 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8580) 
making appropriations for military 
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2025, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
ROSE in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
General debate shall be confined to 

the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations or 
their respective designees. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
CLINE) and the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) each 
will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased today to 
speak in support of this year’s Military 
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies appropriations bill. 

Under current leadership, the Vet-
erans Health Administration has been 
distracted from its core mission, using 
official resources for political purposes 
such as lobbying Congress, pushing for 
DEI policies, and even going so far as 
to process medical care claims for ille-
gal aliens. 

Our veterans deserve better. There-
fore, House Republicans are moving 
forward with a bill that refocuses the 
VA back to its core mission by fully 
funding veterans’ healthcare programs 
and benefits while cutting out radical 
prerogatives that divert resources 
away from critical veteran care. 

In addition to supporting those who 
have served, this bill would bolster our 
national security interests in the Indo- 
Pacific region to counter China by im-
proving our defense posture in the re-
gion. 

The funding allocated in this bill 
would equip our Active-Duty service-
members by constructing the facilities 
they so desperately need and honor our 
commitment to the veterans who have 
so dutifully served us here at home. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Chair, I rise in strong opposition 
to H.R. 8580, the fiscal year 2025 Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies bill. 

While I unfortunately cannot support 
the bill on the floor today, I am grate-
ful to Chairman CARTER for the work 
that we have been able to accomplish 
together over the years on this sub-
committee. 

I know we both prioritize quality of 
life for our servicemembers and their 
families and caring for our veterans, 
but, sadly, the bill before us today is 
built on a framework that once again 
walks away from the bipartisan Fiscal 
Responsibility Act agreement, which is 
law, which was the basis for the bills 
that we passed just a couple of months 
ago. 

While the FY25 MILCON–VA bill 
doesn’t face cuts nearly as dramatic as 
the other bills, veterans, servicemem-
bers, and their families rely on pro-
grams throughout the Federal Govern-
ment. 

These funding levels only move us 
further from a bipartisan agreement on 
all of the funding bills that those who 
served our Nation rely on. 

On the military construction side, 
this bill cuts funding for servicemem-
bers and their families by $718 million, 
compared to last year’s bill. This cut 
will slow crucial progress to modernize 
and improve DOD’s infrastructure. 

In fiscal year ‘24, we provided DOD 
with $30 million in dedicated funding 
for resiliency, a comparatively small 
sum of funding now, which will pay 
huge dividends in the future and ensure 
our national security in the face of our 
changing climate. 

By eliminating the dedicated resil-
ience funding this year, this bill will 
threaten future military readiness be-
cause we are not making sure we invest 
in hardening facilities to make sure 
that they can withstand the impact of 
natural disasters. 

Cutting military construction now 
slows our historically bipartisan ef-
forts to reduce the infrastructure back-

log to strengthen our national security 
and to improve the quality of life of 
our servicemembers and their families. 

Perhaps the most egregious part of 
the bill is all the partisan riders it in-
cludes. This bill is usually first up on 
the floor, like we are this fiscal year, 
because we have a bipartisan process. 

Unfortunately, partisan culture war 
riders have distracted from our ability 
to accomplish that. We have riders 
that include preventing the VA from 
implementing its interim final file on 
abortion care, which is now final, by 
the way, to provide abortion services 
under limited circumstances, abortion 
counseling, and to ensure that veterans 
have equal access to healthcare regard-
less of what State they live in, espe-
cially in a time when reproductive 
rights are under attack around the 
country. 

A woman’s decision whether or not 
to have an abortion should be made be-
tween her and her doctor and her fam-
ily. It should not be made by politi-
cians in this Chamber. 

This bill includes riders that do ev-
erything from prohibiting VA from im-
plementing diversity, equity, and in-
clusion initiatives, as well as training, 
to a petty, bigoted prohibition from 
flying the Pride flag over VA facilities 
during Pride Month, to add insult to 
injury, from protecting people who 
speak or act under the guise of reli-
gious freedom, essentially authorizing 
the arbitrary discrimination against 
LGBTQI+ people and to prohibiting ac-
cess to gender-affirming care, just to 
name a few, all aimed to disenfranchise 
veterans from the VA. 

Let me just note: The United States 
did not make exceptions to the prom-
ises that we made our servicemembers 
in exchange for their service and sac-
rifice. We made promises to everyone. 

This bill undermines VA’s ability to 
report a beneficiary to the National In-
stant Criminal Background Check sys-
tem to keep guns out of the hands of 
people who are prohibited under Fed-
eral law from purchasing or possessing 
firearms. It is prohibiting VA from fol-
lowing the law that is intended to pro-
tect veterans and those around them. 

We have a dramatic suicide problem 
among our veteran population, and al-
lowing people who are prohibited by 
law to possess a gun makes that sui-
cide more likely, not less, and puts 
other people around them in their care 
circle at risk. That is unacceptable, ir-
responsible, and unnecessary. 

This bill prioritizes guns over pro-
tecting veterans. It is truly a shame 
that this bill includes these poison pill 
riders. 

They create division between us 
when we all should have a shared goal 
of providing healthcare and benefits to 
our veterans. 

These culture war riders were re-
jected in conference negotiations last 
year, and we know that they will be re-
jected again this year in order to reach 
a final agreement. This bill can’t pass 
with all of these poison pill riders at-
tached to it. 
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I urge my colleagues to oppose this 

bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Chair, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
am honored to present the FY25 Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies appropriations 
bill to the House today. 

This bill supports our troops, their 
families, and the Nation’s veterans. 
The bill makes good on the Republican 
commitment to bring bills to the floor 
that comply with the Fiscal Responsi-
bility Act while honoring our commit-
ment to our Nation’s veterans and our 
troops. 

To honor that commitment, the bill 
provides full funding for healthcare and 
benefits for veterans. They have earned 
these benefits, and we are making good 
on our promises to them. 

To provide for those who wear the 
uniform now, the bill includes $412 mil-
lion over the budget request to support 
crucial investments in barracks and 
family housing. We must keep our word 
to our servicemembers and their fami-
lies. 

In addition, we provide robust fund-
ing to build upon last year’s work to 
enable the Department of Defense to 
meet the challenges in the Indo-Pa-
cific. 

We also have multiple provisions in 
our bill to protect Americans’ core val-
ues; namely, freedom, equality, and 
justice, from being trampled on by un-
accountable bureaucrats. 

I thank Ranking Member WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ for her work on this bill. 
Though we have our policy differences, 
I am glad we are at this step in the 
process and hope we can continue to 
work together in support of our troops 
and our veterans. 

This bill cares for our veterans, and 
it supports our troops and their fami-
lies, and it stands up for American val-
ues. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
8580, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

b 1215 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I yield 5 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO), the distinguished ranking 
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I thank 
the ranking member for yielding. 

I rise in opposition to this bill that 
shortchanges our servicemembers and 
endangers military families. 

Before I begin, I thank the majority 
and minority subcommittee staff, par-
ticularly Farouk Ophaso and Tyler 
Coe. After nearly 10 years on the com-
mittee, Jennifer Neuscheler departed 
at the end of May. In her place, Farouk 
is now the minority clerk for the Sub-
committee on Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies. I congratulate Farouk and wel-

come him to his first House floor de-
bate as a subcommittee clerk. 

Now, to the bill. 
This bill would hurt our veterans and 

military readiness and would worsen 
the quality of life for servicemembers 
and their families. It leaves military 
installations, servicemembers, vet-
erans, and their families vulnerable to 
natural disasters. It harms women and 
moves us closer to a national abortion 
ban. 

This bill disarms our military in the 
face of the climate crisis by failing to 
include dedicated funding for resilience 
projects to help protect our bases and 
installations from rising sea levels and 
extreme weather. The bill walks back 
investments in natural disaster recov-
ery that help our military rebuild after 
disasters strike, and it includes harm-
ful policy riders preventing the imple-
mentation of executive orders on cli-
mate change and clean energy. Imped-
ing our military’s efforts to confront 
climate change puts servicemembers in 
harm’s way and hurts America’s readi-
ness and national security. 

Military leaders, including under 
former President Trump, have cau-
tioned of the dangers climate change 
poses to our military. Former Sec-
retary Mattis warned that climate 
change threatens American interests 
and our military assets around the 
world and said: ‘‘Climate change is a 
challenge that requires a broader, 
whole-of-government response.’’ 

This bill endangers veterans by reck-
lessly undermining the ability to keep 
guns out of the hands of those prohib-
ited under Federal law from purchasing 
or possessing firearms who could be a 
harm to themselves or others. 

This bill attacks the rights of women 
veterans by limiting abortion access 
and prohibiting abortion counseling. 

The women who volunteer to serve 
and defend this Nation should not come 
home to find their medical and family 
planning decisions being made by any-
one other than themselves, their fami-
lies, and their doctors. We will defeat 
all of the majority’s anti-choice riders, 
as we did last year, but I am dismayed 
this body is being forced to waste time 
with this charade yet again. 

House Republicans are taking us 
down an already well-trodden path to-
ward chaos, division, and shutdown 
threats. Like last year, we are begin-
ning this process with top-line funding 
levels that fall short of the American 
people’s needs and short of what both 
parties just agreed to in March, when 
80 percent of the Appropriations Com-
mittee voted to pass the final 2024 ap-
propriations acts. The majority is pur-
suing harmful policies that needlessly 
divide the country, divide the Con-
gress, and harm Americans. 

Like last year, the final 2025 spending 
bills will be the product of negotiations 
between Democrats and Republicans in 
the House and Senate. We can begin 
that process now, or we can squander 
yet another summer on bills that will 
never become law. 

Our starting point for 2025 must pro-
vide, at a minimum, a 1 percent in-
crease in defense and nondefense fund-
ing, consistent with the framework set 
in the Fiscal Responsibility Act that 
House Republicans demanded as the 
price for averting a catastrophic de-
fault last year. 

Let me reiterate: Democrats will ac-
cept nothing less than a 1 percent in-
crease over 2024 in nondefense and de-
fense funding. 

Last month, we received a letter 
from dozens of stakeholder organiza-
tions already frustrated by the House 
majority’s stance, and it reads: ‘‘We 
ask that you take the opportunity in 
FY25 to restore some normalcy by re-
jecting these extreme and polarizing 
provisions and cuts, which are as dam-
aging as they are unrealistic.’’ 

The majority may want to suggest 
they are supporting veterans, but this 
bill does not contain all of the pro-
grams the most vulnerable veterans de-
pend on. At least 1.2 million veterans 
rely on food stamps. Tens of thousands 
of veterans rely on housing vouchers. 
Thousands of veterans utilize job train-
ing programs to reenter civilian life. 
All of these programs and many others 
face severe cuts under the majority’s 
funding levels across all appropriations 
bills. 

I cannot support this bill. I hope Re-
publicans will abandon their partisan 
strategy and join Democrats at the 
table to support veterans, servicemem-
bers, and military families. It is time 
to govern. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER). 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Chair, I thank 
the chairman for his courtesy in yield-
ing to me. 

I rise in support of my bipartisan 
amendment, which supports critical re-
lief for certain defense contractors who 
faced crippling cost overruns due to in-
flation. 

As so many of us have heard from our 
families across our districts, the ad-
ministration’s harmful inflation is cut-
ting deep into constituents’ pocket-
books. Many American businesses 
working on projects, which are critical 
to U.S. national security, are facing 
the same staggering price increases. 

Because of the importance of their 
work to our safety and security, local 
employers, like those working on the 
National Geospatial Agency project in 
St. Louis, were forced to pay steep, un-
anticipated price increases in order to 
meet the projects’ original deadlines. 

I am proud of the St. Louis area com-
panies and workers who made tough 
sacrifices while doing their part to 
safeguard our national security and 
keep construction of the new NGA 
West headquarters on track. These eco-
nomic disruptions and runaway price 
increases threaten to trigger a crisis 
that could significantly weaken our de-
fense industrial base. 
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Twice, on a bipartisan basis, Con-

gress has narrowly authorized the De-
partment of Defense to provide ex-
traordinary relief for these companies 
in order to preserve a healthy and com-
petitive defense industrial base, but 
that funding has never been appro-
priated. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on my amendment supporting nec-
essary and carefully tailored relief that 
will stabilize our defense industrial 
base. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP), the 
current distinguished ranking member 
of the Agriculture-Rural Development 
Subcommittee and the former ranking 
member of the MILCON–VA Sub-
committee. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. 

I rise today to voice strong opposi-
tion to the FY25 Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies appropriations bill that is 
being presented by our colleagues from 
across the aisle. 

This bill should reflect our Nation’s 
values, priorities, and commitments. It 
should reflect who we are and should 
help move us toward who we aim to be. 
Though we have the difficult task of 
balancing financial figures, we cannot 
sacrifice our potential or jeopardize 
the well-being of our military families, 
veterans, and our national security. 

While I believe in principle as pro-
fessed supporters of our national secu-
rity, my colleagues would want to 
prioritize caring for veterans, sup-
porting our servicemembers and their 
families, and bolstering our national 
defense in theory. The bill they have 
presented today, however, fails to ac-
knowledge the diverse individuals who 
make up our armed forces and it falls 
short of addressing their needs. 

I echo the concerns of many Ameri-
cans who recognize that embracing the 
diversity of our Nation and empow-
ering those who seek to serve strength-
ens our military force. This inclusive 
approach not only fosters a deeper 
sense of patriotism and service among 
all Americans but encourages more in-
dividuals to consider military service 
when they see themselves represented 
within it. Leveraging our Nation’s full 
potential enhances our military’s abil-
ity to effectively respond to the global 
challenges we confront. 

My additional concern lies in the pro-
posed $718 million cut in military con-
struction funding compared to last 
year, along with partisan riders that 
undermine our commitment to all of 
our servicemembers, our veterans, and 
their families. This bill would jeop-
ardize the well-being and safety of our 
servicemembers and their loved ones. 

Additionally, cutting vital funding 
for education, job opportunities, hous-
ing, and food assistance undermines 
the crucial support systems relied upon 
by veterans, servicemembers, and their 
families. 

Such actions compromise the ability 
of our servicemembers to focus on their 
duties abroad when they are concerned 
about the well-being of their families 
back home. 

This bill, in its current form, does 
not align with the principles of our de-
mocracy and denies equal opportunity 
for all Americans to patriotically serve 
their country. 

We must reevaluate its provisions 
and make necessary adjustments to en-
sure it genuinely serves our national 
interests and does not compromise 
military readiness. Our Nation and 
those who serve it deserve nothing less. 

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues 
to oppose this bill. Let’s make it bet-
ter. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Chair, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
DELUZIO), a veteran of our Armed 
Forces. 

Mr. DELUZIO. Madam Chair, I thank 
the gentlewoman from Florida for 
yielding. 

I rise in opposition to the bill. I 
think that at this moment, my fellow 
veterans and the VA are at a critical 
point in time. We are seeing folks come 
in, because of the PACT Act, who 
served in places like Iraq and Afghani-
stan, who were exposed to burn pits. 
We need to meet that moment by in-
vesting in the VA. 

Unfortunately, my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle have decided to 
use this bill to attack abortion rights 
and to attack reproductive freedom. I 
think every veteran who raised their 
right hand was writing a blank check 
to this country, and my fellow veterans 
who are women ought to have the full 
reproductive care they have earned 
from the VA. This bill, which would 
ban abortions, even where there are 
health risks to a veteran, is unaccept-
able to me and is unacceptable to so 
many in this country and so many who 
have served. 

I urge my Republican colleagues to 
meet this moment by working with us 
and getting these toxic attacks on peo-
ple’s freedom out of these spending 
bills. Let’s get a bill that we can pass 
together. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Chair, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. 
STANSBURY). 

Ms. STANSBURY. Madam Chair, I 
rise today in strong opposition to H.R. 
8580. I was just home, like many of you, 
honoring our military and our veterans 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice on Me-
morial Day. That is why it is so un-
imaginable and shameful that we are 
here today on the House floor as House 
Republicans are proposing to cut the 
military and VA budget. 

We are talking about $6 billion in 
cuts to medical care for our veterans, 
$718 million in cuts to military con-

struction that would impact our readi-
ness and affect the quality of lives and 
safety of American servicemembers 
and their families, and $30 million in 
cuts to climate resilience programs 
that would affect the military readi-
ness of our bases and servicemembers 
across the world. It is shameful. 

In a time when Democrats fought to 
pass the PACT Act and our veterans 
literally stood on the steps outside of 
this building to make sure that we got 
it done, it is inconceivable that they 
would be here today proposing to cut 
programs and services. 

In New Mexico, we have an incredible 
history of service from our Navajo 
Code Talkers to our heroes of Bataan, 
and we will not sit silently by while 
you try to underfund and disenfran-
chise our veterans. It is shameful. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I am prepared to close, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Chair, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

This is a good bill. I hear about all 
these cuts, but what I see is that we 
have done our duty to both our vet-
erans and our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and marines around the world. We have 
gone out of our way to fund the area 
where we have our biggest fear of com-
bat, which is the Indo-Pacific. 

I traveled over there, as did Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ at a different 
time. We both saw that we have an 
awful lot of projects that have to be 
dealt with over there. We did our part 
to do that, and I am sure DOD will do 
their part to do that, too. We have to 
be ready in case and until the flag goes 
up, if it should, with the Chinese. 

b 1230 

The issues on those islands is that 
the wind and dampness destroy build-
ings, so we are going to have lots of 
building projects that are going to go 
on over that way. We have provided the 
appropriate amount of funding as we 
had it available for those projects. We 
also had a bunch of barracks issues 
around the country, and we provided to 
fully fund a certain number of those 
barracks and to give guidance funding 
for the rest because we intend to fund 
them all. 

In my opinion, we are always under-
funded in military construction. I 
think Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ will 
agree with me on that. We have more 
than we can say grace over when it 
comes to funding projects relative to 
our military. 

For that reason, I think that we have 
done the best we can for them. I don’t 
see the cuts that are being talked 
about. I am curious about that, but 
then I am curious about a lot of things 
around here. 

I am blessed to have a ranking mem-
ber who I can work with. She is a kind 
person. We get along just great except 
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we don’t agree on any policies, but 
other than that, we get along just 
great. I guess that is a blessing, that I 
can plan to keep going after this. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. TAKANO), 
who is the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
who goes to bat for our Nation’s vet-
erans every single day on the author-
izing committee. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Chair, I thank my 
colleague from Florida for yielding 
time. 

Here we go again. Another year, an-
other Military Construction-Veterans 
Affairs appropriations bill full of par-
tisan riders. 

When someone takes the oath and 
joins the military, they are making a 
selfless commitment to protect our 
country. As Members of Congress, we 
must be ready to pay for all costs of 
war and to help every veteran, regard-
less of their gender, faith, race, or sex-
ual orientation. 

That is why I am disturbed that my 
Republican colleagues have included 
many of the same partisan riders in 
this year’s bill that were in this bill 
last year. These radical riders aim to 
restrict access to abortion and attack 
LGBTQ+ rights, attacks that are oc-
curring during Pride Month no less. 

There is, once again, an amendment 
to this bill that will make it easier for 
the most vulnerable veterans to access 
guns and more difficult for VA to help 
them. The inclusion of this rider 
spreads the lie that if a veteran seeks 
mental health care at the VA, then 
their guns will be taken away. This 
could not be further from the truth. VA 
will not take your guns if you come to 
VA for mental health care. 

We want to encourage veterans to get 
the mental health care they have 
earned and often very much need. This 
fear-mongering of VA overreach could 
lead to more veterans not seeking life-
saving assistance. Veterans have a 
higher rate of suicide than the general 
population, and they are more likely to 
use a gun. Knowing this, how could we, 
in good conscience, vote for this bill 
with the risks it poses to our veterans? 

There is another harmful amendment 
that would lead to greater privatiza-
tion of veterans’ healthcare. Specifi-
cally, it would require the VA to apply 
new access standards for non-VA care. 
As written, this amendment would cost 
VA billions of dollars per year to im-
plement and result in tens of thousands 
of veterans being sent to private pro-
viders for lower quality, higher cost 
care than they would otherwise receive 
at VA. This is a significant policy 
change that has not been considered by 
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Republicans are attaching it to this 
appropriations bill because they know 
it would never pass as a standalone 
bill. The appropriations process should 
not be used to legislate such a sweep-

ing change. This is deeply concerning 
to me and should give every Member 
voting in this Chamber great pause. 

Poison pill riders have turned what 
should be a nonpartisan issue of help-
ing our veterans into a political game. 
Stop the political games, and let’s get 
serious about helping every veteran. 
Until then, I cannot support this bill in 
good faith. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in voting ‘‘no’’ and opposing 
this legislation. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), who is the chair-
man of the full committee. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Chair, I thank my 
good friend from Texas, the distin-
guished chairman of the subcommittee, 
for yielding. 

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of 
this important piece of legislation. 

There are many things that set our 
Nation apart from others. One of our 
greatest differentiators is the sus-
tained call to service Americans have 
met generation after generation. Those 
who have worn the uniform past and 
present took an oath to defend our 
country, our ideals, and our people. 
Just as our veterans and troops an-
swered the call of duty, so must this 
Chamber in meeting our constitutional 
obligations. 

That is why it is deeply fitting that 
the first fiscal year of 2025 appropria-
tions bill we take up covers military 
construction and Veterans Affairs, two 
of the highest priorities for our Nation. 

This bill provides robust funding for 
military construction projects with a 
particular focus on the Pacific region 
and military family housing. These 
projects ensure that we can meet our 
national defense needs both at home 
and abroad. They also support housing 
at bases across the country and around 
the world, allowing members of our 
Armed Forces to serve their country 
without being separated from their 
loved ones. 

Even more importantly, this legisla-
tion provides full funding for 
healthcare and benefits for our Na-
tion’s veterans. Through devotion to 
duty and great personal sacrifice, our 
veterans have served this country and 
served it well, defending not only our 
homeland but our families and our way 
of life. The services the VA provides 
have been truly earned and represent 
the thanks of a grateful nation to our 
men and women who have served in 
uniform. 

Critically, today’s bill fulfills these 
priorities while remaining true to the 
budgetary levels outlined in the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act, but in a reflection 
of the deep importance of this topic to 
America, this bill actually appro-
priates $400 million more than the 
President’s budget request. We can and 
must direct our taxpayer dollars to our 
most important priorities, and today’s 
bill succeeds in that important objec-
tive. 

Mr. Chair, I thank Chairman CARTER 
for his hard work on this measure, and 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me 
in supporting it on final passage. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I have no further speakers, and 
I am prepared to close. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill, 
and I am prepared to close. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chairman, it is with a heavy heart that 
we—unnecessarily—oppose this legisla-
tion on our side of the aisle because 
this bill was drafted in a way that it 
never should have been and doesn’t 
have to be. 

The stark reality, by any definition, 
is that this bill cuts military construc-
tion by $718 million from last fiscal 
year to this one, and it cuts funding for 
our veterans by $6 billion from last 
year to this one. 

There is no way around that. That is 
actually what we are doing. That is the 
math. 

It is also pretty unprecedented. We 
generally increase funding in this bill. 
That is why it is so bipartisan. It is 
why our committee goes first, because 
we have a bill that, as Judge Carter 
said, we are really able to work very 
closely together on the nuts and bolts 
of taking care of our veterans and our 
servicemembers. 

Unfortunately, because the Repub-
licans refused to adhere to the law— 
that is, the Fiscal Responsibility Act— 
and refused to make sure that we, in 
that agreement, adhere to the agree-
ment where we increased nondefense 
discretionary and defense discretionary 
by 1 percent, as a result, the alloca-
tions given to our committee were pal-
try. Republicans decided to make cuts 
to individuals who have signed up to 
defend our country, whom our com-
mittee is responsible for going to bat 
for improving our veterans’ and serv-
icemembers’ quality of life, who are 
promised that protection no matter 
who they are, no matter whom they 
love, and no matter what gender they 
are. 

It is wrong to cut funding for vet-
erans and servicemembers, and it is 
also wrong to load this bill up with 
partisan political culture war riders 
that deny women access to reproduc-
tive healthcare. 

Let’s be clear. What the Republicans 
have done here is they are eliminating 
the ability of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to ensure that no matter 
where a woman veteran lives in this 
country, she is able to access an abor-
tion in conjunction with the rec-
ommendation of her medical provider 
in the cases of rape or incest and in the 
cases of the life and health of the 
mother. 

What the Republicans do in this bill 
is that a woman veteran has to be 
dying in order to be able to get access 
to abortion care. That is wrong because 
no one who has signed up and who has 
served our country, committed to lay-
ing their life on the line in defense of 
our country, should have politicians, 
judges, or the government making the 
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most deeply difficult personal 
healthcare decisions for them. 

That is what Republicans do in this 
bill. 

In addition to eliminating our ability 
to ensure that we can have seamless 
communication and support for our 
veterans, they are eliminating the DEI 
programming. 

We have a very large agency. It is an 
agency in which we need to make sure 
that it can run seamlessly, but they 
are discriminating against LGBTQ+ 
people, and they are loading up this 
bill with unrelated, controversial, and 
unnecessary amendments that are 
going to prevent us from being able to 
make sure this bill can become law. 

In fact, all those poison pill culture 
war riders are not going to survive con-
ference, just like they didn’t last year. 
We are wasting time here when we 
should be devoted to making sure we 
care for our servicemembers and our 
veterans, which is what this committee 
has always committed to. 

I am sad I cannot support this bill. It 
doesn’t have to be this way. I have tre-
mendous respect for my friend, Judge 
Carter. He is right. We do work very 
well together. 

Mr. Chair, I also thank our incredible 
staff for the work that they have done. 
Both of our staffs have changed over a 
little bit, so we have some newbies 
managing this. We appreciate all the 
effort that they have put in. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, this is a good bill. We are above 
the President’s numbers both in 
MILCON and in veterans, and it just a 
matter of how you look at things as to 
whether the social things that we talk 
about have concern or don’t have con-
cern among our various people. We are 
speaking about the things that concern 
us that are causing people not to want 
to join the military because of the 
added on governmental interference in 
their lives by these various things that 
they have set out in regulations, and 
we are trying to correct that. 

Whatever happens, every bill we 
have, somebody doesn’t like something 
about it, but the reality is we worked 
hard. I thank my staff. I thank all the 
staffs for working together on this to 
come up with a good bill. It deserves a 
positive vote on the bill, and I hope all 
my colleagues will seriously consider 
voting for the bill. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. ROUZER). All 
time for general debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

An amendment in the nature of a 
substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 118–35, modified 
by the amendment printed in part A of 
House Report 118–535, shall be consid-
ered as adopted and the bill, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as an original 
bill for the purpose of further amend-

ment under the 5-minute rule and shall 
be considered as read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 8580 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and 
real property for the Army as currently author-
ized by law, including personnel in the Army 
Corps of Engineers and other personal services 
necessary for the purposes of this appropriation, 
and for construction and operation of facilities 
in support of the functions of the Commander in 
Chief, $2,217,757,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2029: Provided, That, of this 
amount, not to exceed $334,738,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, architect 
and engineer services, and host nation support, 
as authorized by law, unless the Secretary of 
the Army determines that additional obligations 
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor: Provided further, That of the amount 
made available under this heading, $87,100,000 
shall be for the projects and activities, and in 
the amounts, specified in the table under the 
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ in the 
report accompanying this Act, in addition to 
amounts otherwise available for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE 
CORPS 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, naval installations, facilities, and real 
property for the Navy and Marine Corps as cur-
rently authorized by law, including personnel in 
the Naval Facilities Engineering Command and 
other personal services necessary for the pur-
poses of this appropriation, $4,332,414,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2029: Pro-
vided, That, of this amount, not to exceed 
$877,946,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer serv-
ices, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary 
of the Navy determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and the 
reasons therefor: Provided further, That of the 
amount made available under this heading, 
$70,480,000 shall be for the projects and activi-
ties, and in the amounts, specified in the table 
under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, 
Navy and Marine Corps’’ in the report accom-
panying this Act, in addition to amounts other-
wise available for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 
For acquisition, construction, installation, 

and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and 
real property for the Air Force as currently au-
thorized by law, $3,268,276,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2029: Provided, That, of 
this amount, not to exceed $459,926,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized by 
law, unless the Secretary of the Air Force deter-
mines that additional obligations are necessary 
for such purposes and notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $299,000,000 shall be for 
the projects and activities, and in the amounts, 
specified in the table under the heading ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Air Force’’ in the report ac-
companying this Act, in addition to amounts 
otherwise available for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, installations, facilities, and real prop-
erty for activities and agencies of the Depart-
ment of Defense (other than the military depart-
ments), as currently authorized by law, 
$3,500,083,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029: Provided, That such amounts of 
this appropriation as may be determined by the 
Secretary of Defense may be transferred to such 
appropriations of the Department of Defense 
available for military construction or family 
housing as the Secretary may designate, to be 
merged with and to be available for the same 
purposes, and for the same time period, as the 
appropriation or fund to which transferred: 
Provided further, That, of the amount, not to 
exceed $395,131,000 shall be available for study, 
planning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the Sec-
retary of Defense determines that additional ob-
ligations are necessary for such purposes and 
notifies the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress of the determination 
and the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
of the amount made available under this head-
ing, $47,920,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the 
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, 
Defense-Wide’’ in the report accompanying this 
Act, in addition to amounts otherwise available 
for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Army Na-
tional Guard, and contributions therefor, as au-
thorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United 
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ization Acts, $367,129,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2029: Provided, That, of the 
amount, not to exceed $30,529,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and architect 
and engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Director of the Army National Guard 
determines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Air National 
Guard, and contributions therefor, as author-
ized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United States 
Code, and Military Construction Authorization 
Acts, $195,792,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029: Provided, That, of the amount, 
not to exceed $15,792,000 shall be available for 
study, planning, design, and architect and engi-
neer services, as authorized by law, unless the 
Director of the Air National Guard determines 
that additional obligations are necessary for 
such purposes and notifies the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the determination and the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 
For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-

habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Army Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, 
United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $265,032,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2029: Provided, 
That, of the amount, not to exceed $41,508,000 
shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Chief of the Army Re-
serve determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
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therefor: Provided further, That of the amount 
made available under this heading, $5,000,000 
shall be for the projects and activities, and in 
the amounts, specified in the table under the 
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army Reserve’’ 
in the report accompanying this Act, in addition 
to amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the reserve com-
ponents of the Navy and Marine Corps as au-
thorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United 
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ization Acts, $67,329,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2029: Provided, That, of the 
amount, not to exceed $3,219,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and architect 
and engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of the Navy determines that 
additional obligations are necessary for such 
purposes and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the de-
termination and the reasons therefor: Provided 
further, That, of the amount made available 
under this heading, $37,500,000 shall be for the 
projects and activities, and in the amounts, 
specified in the table under the heading ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Navy Reserve’’ in the report 
accompanying this Act, in addition to amounts 
otherwise available for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Air Force Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, 
United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $50,499,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2029: Provided, That, of 
the amount, not to exceed $3,798,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized by 
law, unless the Chief of the Air Force Reserve 
determines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 

SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

For the United States share of the cost of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security In-
vestment Program for the acquisition and con-
struction of military facilities and installations 
(including international military headquarters) 
and for related expenses for the collective de-
fense of the North Atlantic Treaty Area as au-
thorized by section 2806 of title 10, United States 
Code, and Military Construction Authorization 
Acts, $433,864,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE 
ACCOUNT 

For deposit into the Department of Defense 
Base Closure Account, established by section 
2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
$547,961,000, to remain available until expended. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For expenses of family housing for the Army 
for construction, including acquisition, replace-
ment, addition, expansion, extension, and alter-
ation, as authorized by law, $276,647,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2029. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
ARMY 

For expenses of family housing for the Army 
for operation and maintenance, including debt 
payment, leasing, minor construction, principal 
and interest charges, and insurance premiums, 
as authorized by law, $485,611,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the Navy 
and Marine Corps for construction, including 
acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion, 
extension, and alteration, as authorized by law, 
$245,742,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2029. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the Navy 
and Marine Corps for operation and mainte-
nance, including debt payment, leasing, minor 
construction, principal and interest charges, 
and insurance premiums, as authorized by law, 
$387,217,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

For expenses of family housing for the Air 
Force for construction, including acquisition, 
replacement, addition, expansion, extension, 
and alteration, as authorized by law, 
$221,549,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2029. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
AIR FORCE 

For expenses of family housing for the Air 
Force for operation and maintenance, including 
debt payment, leasing, minor construction, prin-
cipal and interest charges, and insurance pre-
miums, as authorized by law, $336,250,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
DEFENSE-WIDE 

For expenses of family housing for the activi-
ties and agencies of the Department of Defense 
(other than the military departments) for oper-
ation and maintenance, leasing, and minor con-
struction, as authorized by law, $52,156,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND 

For the Department of Defense Family Hous-
ing Improvement Fund, $8,195,000, to remain 
available until expended, for family housing ini-
tiatives undertaken pursuant to section 2883 of 
title 10, United States Code, providing alter-
native means of acquiring and improving mili-
tary family housing and supporting facilities. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

For the Department of Defense Military Unac-
companied Housing Improvement Fund, 
$497,000, to remain available until expended, for 
unaccompanied housing initiatives undertaken 
pursuant to section 2883 of title 10, United 
States Code, providing alternative means of ac-
quiring and improving military unaccompanied 
housing and supporting facilities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available in 
this title shall be expended for payments under 
a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for construction, 
where cost estimates exceed $25,000, to be per-
formed within the United States, except Alaska, 
without the specific approval in writing of the 
Secretary of Defense setting forth the reasons 
therefor. 

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title for 
construction shall be available for hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title for 
construction may be used for advances to the 
Federal Highway Administration, Department 
of Transportation, for the construction of access 
roads as authorized by section 210 of title 23, 
United States Code, when projects authorized 
therein are certified as important to the na-
tional defense by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be used to begin construction of 
new bases in the United States for which spe-
cific appropriations have not been made. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available in 
this title shall be used for purchase of land or 

land easements in excess of 100 percent of the 
value as determined by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers or the Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand, except: (1) where there is a determination 
of value by a Federal court; (2) purchases nego-
tiated by the Attorney General or the designee 
of the Attorney General; (3) where the estimated 
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense to be in 
the public interest. 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available in 
this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land; (2) 
provide for site preparation; or (3) install utili-
ties for any family housing, except housing for 
which funds have been made available in an-
nual Acts making appropriations for military 
construction. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available in 
this title for minor construction may be used to 
transfer or relocate any activity from one base 
or installation to another, without prior notifi-
cation to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be used for the procurement of 
steel for any construction project or activity for 
which American steel producers, fabricators, 
and manufacturers have been denied the oppor-
tunity to compete for such steel procurement. 

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the 
Department of Defense for military construction 
or family housing during the current fiscal year 
may be used to pay real property taxes in any 
foreign nation. 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be used to initiate a new installa-
tion overseas without prior notification to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be obligated for architect and en-
gineer contracts estimated by the Government to 
exceed $500,000 for projects to be accomplished 
in Japan, in any North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation member country, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, unless such contracts 
are awarded to United States firms or United 
States firms in joint venture with host nation 
firms. 

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available in 
this title for military construction in the United 
States territories and possessions in the Pacific 
and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, may be used to award 
any contract estimated by the Government to ex-
ceed $1,000,000 to a foreign contractor: Provided, 
That this section shall not be applicable to con-
tract awards for which the lowest responsive 
and responsible bid of a United States con-
tractor exceeds the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bid of a foreign contractor by greater 
than 20 percent: Provided further, That this sec-
tion shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for which 
the lowest responsive and responsible bid is sub-
mitted by a Marshallese contractor. 

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both Houses 
of Congress, including the Committees on Ap-
propriations, of plans and scope of any pro-
posed military exercise involving United States 
personnel 30 days prior to its occurring, if 
amounts expended for construction, either tem-
porary or permanent, are anticipated to exceed 
$100,000. 

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior years 
shall be available for construction authorized 
for each such military department by the au-
thorizations enacted into law during the current 
session of Congress. 

SEC. 115. For military construction or family 
housing projects that are being completed with 
funds otherwise expired or lapsed for obligation, 
expired or lapsed funds may be used to pay the 
cost of associated supervision, inspection, over-
head, engineering and design on those projects 
and on subsequent claims, if any. 
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SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, any funds made available to a military 
department or defense agency for the construc-
tion of military projects may be obligated for a 
military construction project or contract, or for 
any portion of such a project or contract, at any 
time before the end of the fourth fiscal year 
after the fiscal year for which funds for such 
project were made available, if the funds obli-
gated for such project: (1) are obligated from 
funds available for military construction 
projects; and (2) do not exceed the amount ap-
propriated for such project, plus any amount by 
which the cost of such project is increased pur-
suant to law. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notification, 
or 14 days for a notification provided in an elec-
tronic medium pursuant to sections 480 and 2883 
of title 10, United States Code, to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress, 
such additional amounts as may be determined 
by the Secretary of Defense may be transferred 
to: (1) the Department of Defense Family Hous-
ing Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction in ‘‘Family Housing’’ 
accounts, to be merged with and to be available 
for the same purposes and for the same period of 
time as amounts appropriated directly to the 
Fund; or (2) the Department of Defense Military 
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund 
from amounts appropriated for construction of 
military unaccompanied housing in ‘‘Military 
Construction’’ accounts, to be merged with and 
to be available for the same purposes and for the 
same period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund: Provided, That appropria-
tions made available to the Funds shall be 
available to cover the costs, as defined in section 
502(5) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, 
of direct loans or loan guarantees issued by the 
Department of Defense pursuant to the provi-
sions of subchapter IV of chapter 169 of title 10, 
United States Code, pertaining to alternative 
means of acquiring and improving military fam-
ily housing, military unaccompanied housing, 
and supporting facilities. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of Defense, 
amounts may be transferred from the Depart-
ment of Defense Base Closure Account to the 
fund established by section 1013(d) of the Dem-
onstration Cities and Metropolitan Development 
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to pay for expenses 
associated with the Homeowners Assistance Pro-
gram incurred under 42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). 
Any amounts transferred shall be merged with 
and be available for the same purposes and for 
the same time period as the fund to which trans-
ferred. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, funds made available in this title for op-
eration and maintenance of family housing 
shall be the exclusive source of funds for repair 
and maintenance of all family housing units, in-
cluding general or flag officer quarters: Pro-
vided, That not more than $20,000 per unit may 
be spent annually for the maintenance and re-
pair of any general or flag officer quarters with-
out 30 days prior notification, or 14 days for a 
notification provided in an electronic medium 
pursuant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, 
United States Code, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress, except 
that an after-the-fact notification shall be sub-
mitted if the limitation is exceeded solely due to 
costs associated with environmental remediation 
that could not be reasonably anticipated at the 
time of the budget submission: Provided further, 
That the Under Secretary of Defense (Comp-
troller) is to report annually to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
all operation and maintenance expenditures for 
each individual general or flag officer quarters 
for the prior fiscal year. 

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford Is-
land Improvement Account established by sub-
section (h) of section 2814 of title 10, United 
States Code, are appropriated and shall be 
available until expended for the purposes speci-
fied in subsection (i)(1) of such section or until 
transferred pursuant to subsection (i)(3) of such 
section. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-

propriations available in this Act to the Depart-
ment of Defense for military construction and 
family housing operation and maintenance and 
construction have expired for obligation, upon a 
determination that such appropriations will not 
be necessary for the liquidation of obligations or 
for making authorized adjustments to such ap-
propriations for obligations incurred during the 
period of availability of such appropriations, 
unobligated balances of such appropriations 
may be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, De-
fense’’, to be merged with and to be available for 
the same time period and for the same purposes 
as the appropriation to which transferred. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 122. Amounts appropriated or otherwise 

made available in an account funded under the 
headings in this title may be transferred among 
projects and activities within the account in ac-
cordance with the reprogramming guidelines for 
military construction and family housing con-
struction contained in Department of Defense 
Financial Management Regulation 7000.14–R, 
Volume 3, Chapter 7, of March 2021, as in effect 
on the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 123. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be obligated or expended for plan-
ning and design and construction of projects at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

SEC. 124. For an additional amount for the ac-
counts and in the amounts specified, to remain 
available until September 30, 2029: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $167,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $45,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$68,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Army National 

Guard’’, $44,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air National Guard’’, 

$33,000,000. 
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction and cost to com-
plete projects identified in the respective mili-
tary department’s unfunded priority list for fis-
cal year 2025 submitted to Congress: Provided 
further, That such projects are subject to au-
thorization prior to obligation and expenditure 
of funds to carry out construction: Provided 
further, That not later than 60 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the military 
department concerned, or their designee, shall 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 125. All amounts appropriated to the 
‘‘Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army’’, ‘‘Department of Defense—Military 
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’, ‘‘De-
partment of Defense—Military Construction, Air 
Force’’, and ‘‘Department of Defense—Military 
Construction, Defense-Wide’’ accounts pursuant 
to the authorization of appropriations in a Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act specified for 
fiscal year 2025 in the funding table in section 
4601 of that Act shall be immediately available 
and allotted to contract for the full scope of au-
thorized projects. 

SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 116 of this 
Act, funds made available in this Act or any 
available unobligated balances from prior ap-
propriations Acts may be obligated before Octo-
ber 1, 2026, for fiscal year 2018, 2019, and 2020 
military construction projects for which project 
authorization has not lapsed or for which au-
thorization is extended for fiscal year 2025 by a 

National Defense Authorization Act: Provided, 
That no amounts may be obligated pursuant to 
this section from amounts that were designated 
by the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 127. For the purposes of this Act, the 
term ‘‘congressional defense committees’’ means 
the Committees on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, and the Subcommittee on 
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives. 

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for the ac-
counts and in the amounts specified for plan-
ning and design and for construction improve-
ments to Department of Defense laboratory fa-
cilities, to remain available until September 30, 
2029: 

Military Construction, Army, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $15,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$15,000,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the military 
department concerned, or their designee, shall 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned may not obligate or expend any 
funds prior to approval by the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the expenditure plan required by this section. 

SEC. 129. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Air Force’’, $100,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2029, for 
expenses incurred as a result of natural disas-
ters: Provided, That not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, or their designee, shall 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both House of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 130. For an additional amount for the ac-
counts and in the amounts specified for plan-
ning and design, for child development centers, 
to remain available until September 30, 2029: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $25,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $25,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$25,000,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the military department concerned, or their des-
ignee, shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress an expend-
iture plan for funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 131. For an additional amount for the ac-
counts and amounts specified for planning and 
design, for barracks, to remain available until 
September 30, 2029: 

‘‘Military Construction Army’’, $25,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $25,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$25,000,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the military department concerned, or their des-
ignee, shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress an expend-
iture plan for funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 132. For an additional amount for the ac-
counts and in the amounts specified for unspec-
ified minor construction for demolition, to re-
main available until September 30, 2029: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$15,000,000; 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:21 Jun 05, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A04JN7.013 H04JNPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3608 June 4, 2024 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the military department concerned, or their des-
ignee, shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress an expend-
iture plan for funds provided under this section: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned may not obligate or 
expend any funds prior to approval by the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the expenditure plan required by 
this section. 

SEC. 133. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to carry out the closure or 
realignment of the United States Naval Station, 
Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the payment of compensation benefits to 

or on behalf of veterans and a pilot program for 
disability examinations as authorized by section 
107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of 
title 38, United States Code; pension benefits to 
or on behalf of veterans as authorized by chap-
ters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United 
States Code; and burial benefits, the Reinstated 
Entitlement Program for Survivors, emergency 
and other officers’ retirement pay, adjusted- 
service credits and certificates, payment of pre-
miums due on commercial life insurance policies 
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits as au-
thorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and 2106, 
and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, 
United States Code, $9,820,699,000, which shall 
be in addition to funds previously appropriated 
under this heading that become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2024, to remain available until ex-
pended; and, in addition, $204,481,753,000, 
which shall become available on October 1, 2025, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That not to exceed $22,816,224 of the amount 
made available for fiscal year 2026 under this 
heading shall be reimbursed to ‘‘General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion’’, and ‘‘Information Technology Systems’’ 
for necessary expenses in implementing the pro-
visions of chapters 51, 53, and 55 of title 38, 
United States Code, the funding source for 
which is specifically provided as the ‘‘Com-
pensation and Pensions’’ appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That such sums as may be earned 
on an actual qualifying patient basis, shall be 
reimbursed to ‘‘Medical Care Collections Fund’’ 
to augment the funding of individual medical 
facilities for nursing home care provided to pen-
sioners as authorized. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 
For the payment of readjustment and rehabili-

tation benefits to or on behalf of veterans as au-
thorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 
41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States 
Code, $2,657,656,000, which shall be in addition 
to funds previously appropriated under this 
heading that became available on October 1, 
2024, to remain available until expended; and in 
addition, $17,614,235,000, which shall become 
available on October 1, 2025, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That expenses for re-
habilitation program services and assistance 
which the Secretary is authorized to provide 
under subsection (a) of section 3104 of title 38, 
United States Code, other than under para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of that subsection, 
shall be charged to this account. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

For military and naval insurance, national 
service life insurance, servicemen’s indemnities, 
service-disabled veterans insurance, and vet-
erans mortgage life insurance as authorized by 
chapters 19 and 21 of title 38, United States 

Code, $131,518,000, which shall become available 
on October 1, 2025, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND 
For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, 

such sums as may be necessary to carry out the 
program, as authorized by subchapters I 
through III of chapter 37 of title 38, United 
States Code: Provided, That such costs, includ-
ing the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That, dur-
ing fiscal year 2025, within the resources avail-
able, not to exceed $500,000 in gross obligations 
for direct loans are authorized for specially 
adapted housing loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan pro-
grams, $319,596,460. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans, $64,431, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United States 
Code: Provided, That such costs, including the 
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this heading are available to 
subsidize gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct loans not to exceed $1,563,660. 

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct loan program, 
$493,868, which may be paid to the appropria-
tion for ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the principal amount of direct loans as 
authorized by subchapter V of chapter 37 of title 
38, United States Code, $75,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

In addition for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct loan program, 
$5,845,241. 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS 
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary operating expenses of the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration, not otherwise 
provided for, including hire of passenger motor 
vehicles, reimbursement of the General Services 
Administration for security guard services, and 
reimbursement of the Department of Defense for 
the cost of overseas employee mail, 
$4,035,000,000: Provided, That expenses for serv-
ices and assistance authorized under para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of section 3104(a) of 
title 38, United States Code, that the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs determines are necessary to 
enable entitled veterans: (1) to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, to become employable and to ob-
tain and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to 
achieve maximum independence in daily living, 
shall be charged to this account: Provided fur-
ther, That, of the funds made available under 
this heading, not to exceed 10 percent shall re-
main available until September 30, 2026. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
MEDICAL SERVICES 

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as au-
thorized by law, inpatient and outpatient care 
and treatment to beneficiaries of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and veterans described 
in section 1705(a) of title 38, United States Code, 
including care and treatment in facilities not 
under the jurisdiction of the Department, and 
including medical supplies and equipment, bio-
engineering services, food services, and salaries 
and expenses of healthcare employees hired 
under title 38, United States Code, assistance 
and support services for caregivers as author-
ized by section 1720G of title 38, United States 
Code, loan repayments authorized by section 604 
of the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health 
Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 124 
Stat. 1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), monthly assist-

ance allowances authorized by section 322(d) of 
title 38, United States Code, grants authorized 
by section 521A of title 38, United States Code, 
and administrative expenses necessary to carry 
out sections 322(d) and 521A of title 38, United 
States Code, and hospital care and medical serv-
ices authorized by section 1787 of title 38, United 
States Code; $75,039,000,000, plus reimburse-
ments, shall become available on October 1, 2025, 
and shall remain available until September 30, 
2026: Provided, That, of the amount made avail-
able on October 1, 2025, under this heading, 
$2,000,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a 
priority for the provision of medical treatment 
for veterans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall give priority funding for the provi-
sion of basic medical benefits to veterans in en-
rollment priority groups 1 through 6: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may authorize the dispensing of prescription 
drugs from Veterans Health Administration fa-
cilities to enrolled veterans with privately writ-
ten prescriptions based on requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary: Provided further, That 
the implementation of the program described in 
the previous proviso shall incur no additional 
cost to the Department of Veterans Affairs: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall ensure that sufficient amounts ap-
propriated under this heading for medical sup-
plies and equipment are available for the acqui-
sition of prosthetics designed specifically for fe-
male veterans: Provided further, That nothing 
in section 2044(e)(1) of title 38, United States 
Code, may be construed as limiting amounts 
that may be made available under this heading 
for fiscal years 2024 and 2025 in this or prior 
Acts. 

MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE 
For necessary expenses for furnishing health 

care to individuals pursuant to chapter 17 of 
title 38, United States Code, at non-Department 
facilities, $34,000,000,000, plus reimbursements, 
shall become available on October 1, 2025, and 
shall remain available until September 30, 2026: 
Provided, That, of the amount made available 
on October 1, 2025, under this heading, 
$2,000,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE 
For necessary expenses in the administration 

of the medical, hospital, nursing home, domi-
ciliary, construction, supply, and research ac-
tivities, as authorized by law; administrative ex-
penses in support of capital policy activities; 
and administrative and legal expenses of the 
Department for collecting and recovering 
amounts owed the Department as authorized 
under chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code, 
and the Federal Medical Care Recovery Act (42 
U.S.C. 2651 et seq.), $12,700,000,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall become available on October 1, 
2025, and shall remain available until September 
30, 2026: Provided, That, of the amount made 
available on October 1, 2025, under this heading, 
$350,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
For necessary expenses for the maintenance 

and operation of hospitals, nursing homes, 
domiciliary facilities, and other necessary facili-
ties of the Veterans Health Administration; for 
administrative expenses in support of planning, 
design, project management, real property ac-
quisition and disposition, construction, and ren-
ovation of any facility under the jurisdiction or 
for the use of the Department; for oversight, en-
gineering, and architectural activities not 
charged to project costs; for repairing, altering, 
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improving, or providing facilities in the several 
hospitals and homes under the jurisdiction of 
the Department, not otherwise provided for, ei-
ther by contract or by the hire of temporary em-
ployees and purchase of materials; for leases of 
facilities; and for laundry services; 
$9,700,000,000, plus reimbursements, shall become 
available on October 1, 2025, and shall remain 
available until September 30, 2026: Provided, 
That, of the amount made available on October 
1, 2025, under this heading, $500,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 

For necessary expenses in carrying out pro-
grams of medical and prosthetic research and 
development as authorized by chapter 73 of title 
38, United States Code, $923,514,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall ensure that sufficient 
amounts appropriated under this heading are 
available for prosthetic research specifically for 
female veterans, and for toxic exposure re-
search. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses of the National Ceme-
tery Administration for operations and mainte-
nance, not otherwise provided for, including 
uniforms or allowances therefor; cemeterial ex-
penses as authorized by law; purchase of one 
passenger motor vehicle for use in cemeterial op-
erations; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
repair, alteration or improvement of facilities 
under the jurisdiction of the National Cemetery 
Administration, $495,000,000, of which not to ex-
ceed 10 percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary operating expenses of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including administrative expenses in 
support of Department-wide capital planning, 
management and policy activities, uniforms, or 
allowances therefor; not to exceed $25,000 for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses; 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and reimburse-
ment of the General Services Administration for 
security guard services, $457,000,000, of which 
not to exceed 10 percent shall remain available 
until September 30, 2026: Provided, That funds 
provided under this heading may be transferred 
to ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration’’. 

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS 

For necessary operating expenses of the Board 
of Veterans Appeals, $267,000,000 of which not 
to exceed 10 percent shall remain available until 
September 30, 2026. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for information tech-
nology systems and telecommunications support, 
including developmental information systems 
and operational information systems; for pay 
and associated costs; and for the capital asset 
acquisition of information technology systems, 
including management and related contractual 
costs of said acquisitions, including contractual 
costs associated with operations authorized by 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
$6,231,680,000, plus reimbursements: Provided, 
That $1,686,245,270 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed 3 percent 
shall remain available until September 30, 2026: 
Provided further, That $4,544,475,000 shall be for 
operations and maintenance, of which not to ex-
ceed 5 percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and of which $118,900,000 shall 
remain available until September 30, 2028, for 
the purpose of facility activations related to 
projects funded by the ‘‘Construction, Major 
Projects’’, ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’, 

‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘National Cemetery Ad-
ministration’’, ‘‘General Operating Expenses, 
Veterans Benefit Administration’’, and ‘‘Gen-
eral Administration’’ accounts: Provided fur-
ther, That $960,000 shall be for information 
technology systems development, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2026: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available for 
salaries and expenses, operations and mainte-
nance, and information technology systems de-
velopment may be transferred among the three 
subaccounts after the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs requests from the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and an approval is 
issued: Provided further, That amounts made 
available for the ‘‘Information Technology Sys-
tems’’ account for development may be trans-
ferred among projects or to newly defined 
projects: Provided further, That no project may 
be increased or decreased by more than 
$3,000,000 of cost prior to submitting a request to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress to make the transfer and an 
approval is issued, or absent a response, a pe-
riod of 30 days has elapsed: Provided further, 
That the funds made available under this head-
ing for information technology systems develop-
ment shall be for the projects, and in the 
amounts, specified in the table entitled ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Development Projects’’ 
under this heading in the report accompanying 
this Act. 

VETERANS ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD 

For activities related to implementation, prep-
aration, development, interface, management, 
rollout, and maintenance of a Veterans Elec-
tronic Health Record system, including contrac-
tual costs associated with operations authorized 
by section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
and salaries and expenses of employees hired 
under titles 5 and 38, United States Code, 
$894,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2026: Provided, That the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
quarterly reports detailing obligations, expendi-
tures, and deployment implementation by facil-
ity, including any changes from the deployment 
plan or schedule: Provided further, That the 
funds provided in this account shall only be 
available to the Office of the Deputy Secretary, 
to be administered by that Office: Provided fur-
ther, That 25 percent of the funds made avail-
able under this heading shall not be available 
until July 1, 2025, and are contingent upon the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs— 

(1) providing the Committees on Appropria-
tions a report detailing the status of out-
standing issues impacting the stability and 
usability of the new electronic health record 
system, including those that contributed to the 
October 13, 2022, deployment delay, along with 
a timeline and measurable metrics to resolve 
issues, no later than 60 days after enactment of 
this Act; 

(2) certifying and detailing any changes to the 
full deployment schedule, no later than 60 days 
prior to July 1, 2025; and 

(3) certifying in writing no later than 30 days 
prior to July 1, 2025, the following— 

(A) the status of issues included in the report 
referenced in paragraph (1), including issues 
that have not been closed but have been suit-
ably resolved or mitigated in a manner that will 
enhance provider productivity and minimize the 
potential for patient harm; and 

(B) whether the system is stable, ready, and 
optimized for further deployment at VA sites. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information tech-
nology, in carrying out the provisions of the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), 
$296,000,000, of which not to exceed 10 percent 
shall remain available until September 30, 2026. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 
For constructing, altering, extending, and im-

proving any of the facilities, including parking 
projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, or for any 
of the purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404, 
2406 and chapter 81 of title 38, United States 
Code, not otherwise provided for, including 
planning, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, construction management services, mainte-
nance or guarantee period services costs associ-
ated with equipment guarantees provided under 
the project, services of claims analysts, offsite 
utility and storm drainage system construction 
costs, and site acquisition, where the estimated 
cost of a project is more than the amount set 
forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United 
States Code, or where funds for a project were 
made available in a previous major project ap-
propriation, $2,069,000,000, of which 
$1,265,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, and of which $803,700,000 shall 
remain available until expended: Provided, That 
except for advance planning activities, includ-
ing needs assessments which may or may not 
lead to capital investments, and other capital 
asset management related activities, including 
portfolio development and management activi-
ties, and planning, cost estimating, and design 
for major medical facility projects and major 
medical facility leases and investment strategy 
studies funded through the advance planning 
fund and the planning and design activities 
funded through the design fund, staffing ex-
penses, and funds provided for the purchase, se-
curity, and maintenance of land for the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration and the Vet-
erans Health Administration through the land 
acquisition line item, none of the funds made 
available under this heading shall be used for 
any project that has not been notified to Con-
gress through the budgetary process or that has 
not been approved by the Congress through 
statute, joint resolution, or in the explanatory 
statement accompanying such Act and pre-
sented to the President at the time of enroll-
ment: Provided further, That funds provided for 
the Veterans Health Administration through the 
land acquisition line item shall only be for 
projects included on the five year development 
plan notified to Congress through the budgetary 
process: Provided further, That such sums as 
may be necessary shall be available to reimburse 
the ‘‘General Administration’’ account for pay-
ment of salaries and expenses of all Office of 
Construction and Facilities Management em-
ployees to support the full range of capital in-
frastructure services provided, including minor 
construction and leasing services: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this 
heading for fiscal year 2025, for each approved 
project shall be obligated: (1) by the awarding of 
a construction documents contract by September 
30, 2025; and (2) by the awarding of a construc-
tion contract by September 30, 2026: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall promptly submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a writ-
ten report on any approved major construction 
project for which obligations are not incurred 
within the time limitations established above. 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 
For constructing, altering, extending, and im-

proving any of the facilities, including parking 
projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, including 
planning and assessments of needs which may 
lead to capital investments, architectural and 
engineering services, maintenance or guarantee 
period services costs associated with equipment 
guarantees provided under the project, services 
of claims analysts, offsite utility and storm 
drainage system construction costs, and site ac-
quisition, or for any of the purposes set forth in 
sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of title 38, 
United States Code, not otherwise provided for, 
where the estimated cost of a project is equal to 
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or less than the amount set forth in section 
8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United States Code, 
$380,453,000, of which $342,408,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2029, and of which 
$38,045,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended, along with unobligated balances of pre-
vious ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’ appro-
priations which are hereby made available for 
any project where the estimated cost is equal to 
or less than the amount set forth in such sec-
tion: Provided, That funds made available 
under this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to 
any of the nonmedical facilities under the juris-
diction or for the use of the Department which 
are necessary because of loss or damage caused 
by any natural disaster or catastrophe; and (2) 
temporary measures necessary to prevent or to 
minimize further loss by such causes. 
GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED 

CARE FACILITIES 
For grants to assist States to acquire or con-

struct State nursing home and domiciliary fa-
cilities and to remodel, modify, or alter existing 
hospital, nursing home, and domiciliary facili-
ties in State homes, for furnishing care to vet-
erans as authorized by sections 8131 through 
8137 of title 38, United States Code, $156,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS 
CEMETERIES 

For grants to assist States and tribal organi-
zations in establishing, expanding, or improving 
veterans cemeteries as authorized by section 
2408 of title 38, United States Code, $60,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

COST OF WAR TOXIC EXPOSURES FUND 
For investment in the delivery of veterans’ 

health care associated with exposure to environ-
mental hazards, the expenses incident to the de-
livery of veterans’ health care and benefits asso-
ciated with exposure to environmental hazards, 
and medical and other research relating to expo-
sure to environmental hazards, as authorized by 
section 324 of title 38, United States Code, and 
in addition to the amounts otherwise available 
for such purposes in the appropriations pro-
vided in this or prior Acts, $22,800,000,000, which 
shall become available on October 1, 2025, and 
shall remain available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year 
2025 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Read-
justment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insurance 
and Indemnities’’ may be transferred as nec-
essary to any other of the mentioned appropria-
tions: Provided, That, before a transfer may 
take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the authority 
to make the transfer and such Committees issue 
an approval, or absent a response, a period of 30 
days has elapsed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2025, in this or any other Act, under the ‘‘Med-
ical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Community Care’’, 
‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Med-
ical Facilities’’ accounts may be transferred 
among the accounts: Provided, That any trans-
fers among the ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical 
Community Care’’, and ‘‘Medical Support and 
Compliance’’ accounts of 1 percent or less of the 
total amount appropriated to the account in this 
or any other Act may take place subject to noti-
fication from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the amount and purpose 
of the transfer: Provided further, That any 
transfers among the ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Med-
ical Community Care’’, and ‘‘Medical Support 
and Compliance’’ accounts in excess of 1 per-
cent, or exceeding the cumulative 1 percent for 
the fiscal year, may take place only after the 

Secretary requests from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress the au-
thority to make the transfer and an approval is 
issued: Provided further, That any transfers to 
or from the ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ account may 
take place only after the Secretary requests from 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make the 
transfer and an approval is issued. 

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this title 
for salaries and expenses shall be available for 
services authorized by section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code; hire of passenger motor ve-
hicles; lease of a facility or land or both; and 
uniforms or allowances therefore, as authorized 
by sections 5901 through 5902 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title (ex-
cept the appropriations for ‘‘Construction, 
Major Projects’’, and ‘‘Construction, Minor 
Projects’’) shall be available for the purchase of 
any site for or toward the construction of any 
new hospital or home. 

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title shall 
be available for hospitalization or examination 
of any persons (except beneficiaries entitled to 
such hospitalization or examination under the 
laws providing such benefits to veterans, and 
persons receiving such treatment under sections 
7901 through 7904 of title 5, United States Code, 
or the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et 
seq.)), unless reimbursement of the cost of such 
hospitalization or examination is made to the 
‘‘Medical Services’’ account at such rates as 
may be fixed by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this title 
for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Readjust-
ment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insurance and 
Indemnities’’ shall be available for payment of 
prior year accrued obligations required to be re-
corded by law against the corresponding prior 
year accounts within the last quarter of fiscal 
year 2024. 

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this title 
shall be available to pay prior year obligations 
of corresponding prior year appropriations ac-
counts resulting from sections 3328(a), 3334, and 
3712(a) of title 31, United States Code, except 
that if such obligations are from trust fund ac-
counts they shall be payable only from ‘‘Com-
pensation and Pensions’’. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, during fiscal year 2025, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall, from the National Serv-
ice Life Insurance Fund under section 1920 of 
title 38, United States Code, the Veterans’ Spe-
cial Life Insurance Fund under section 1923 of 
title 38, United States Code, and the United 
States Government Life Insurance Fund under 
section 1955 of title 38, United States Code, reim-
burse the ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Vet-
erans Benefits Administration’’ and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems’’ accounts for the cost 
of administration of the insurance programs fi-
nanced through those accounts: Provided, That 
reimbursement shall be made only from the sur-
plus earnings accumulated in such an insurance 
program during fiscal year 2025 that are avail-
able for dividends in that program after claims 
have been paid and actuarially determined re-
serves have been set aside: Provided further, 
That if the cost of administration of such an in-
surance program exceeds the amount of surplus 
earnings accumulated in that program, reim-
bursement shall be made only to the extent of 
such surplus earnings: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall determine the cost of admin-
istration for fiscal year 2025 which is properly 
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any total 
disability income insurance included in that in-
surance program. 

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from enhanced- 
use lease proceeds to reimburse an account for 

expenses incurred by that account during a 
prior fiscal year for providing enhanced-use 
lease services shall be available until expended. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or funds 

for salaries and other administrative expenses 
shall also be available to reimburse the Office of 
Resolution Management, Diversity and Inclu-
sion, the Office of Employment Discrimination 
Complaint Adjudication, and the Alternative 
Dispute Resolution function within the Office of 
Human Resources and Administration for all 
services provided at rates which will recover ac-
tual costs but not to exceed $133,363,000 for the 
Office of Resolution Management, Diversity and 
Inclusion, $9,606,581 for the Office of Employ-
ment Discrimination Complaint Adjudication, 
and $7,686,000 for the Alternative Dispute Reso-
lution function within the Office of Human Re-
sources and Administration: Provided, That 
payments may be made in advance for services 
to be furnished based on estimated costs: Pro-
vided further, That amounts received shall be 
credited to the ‘‘General Administration’’ and 
‘‘Information Technology Systems’’ accounts for 
use by the office that provided the service. 

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall be available for hospital 
care, nursing home care, or medical services pro-
vided to any person under chapter 17 of title 38, 
United States Code, for a non-service-connected 
disability described in section 1729(a)(2) of such 
title, unless that person has disclosed to the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, in such form as the 
Secretary may require, current, accurate third- 
party reimbursement information for purposes of 
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the 
Secretary may recover, in the same manner as 
any other debt due the United States, the rea-
sonable charges for such care or services from 
any person who does not make such disclosure 
as required: Provided further, That any 
amounts so recovered for care or services pro-
vided in a prior fiscal year may be obligated by 
the Secretary during the fiscal year in which 
amounts are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, proceeds or revenues derived from en-
hanced-use leasing activities (including dis-
posal) may be deposited into the ‘‘Construction, 
Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, Minor 
Projects’’ accounts and be used for construction 
(including site acquisition and disposition), al-
terations, and improvements of any medical fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as 
realized are in addition to the amount provided 
for in ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and 
‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’. 

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under 
‘‘Medical Services’’ are available— 

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, sup-
plies, and equipment; and 

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, and 
other expenses incidental to funerals and bur-
ials for beneficiaries receiving care in the De-
partment. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited into 

the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to 
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code, 
may be transferred to the ‘‘Medical Services’’ 
and ‘‘Medical Community Care’’ accounts to re-
main available until expended for the purposes 
of these accounts. 

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may enter into agreements with Federally 
Qualified Health Centers in the State of Alaska 
and Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations 
which are party to the Alaska Native Health 
Compact with the Indian Health Service, to pro-
vide healthcare, including behavioral health 
and dental care, to veterans in rural Alaska. 
The Secretary shall require participating vet-
erans and facilities to comply with all appro-
priate rules and regulations, as established by 
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the Secretary. The term ‘‘rural Alaska’’ shall 
mean those lands which are not within the 
boundaries of the municipality of Anchorage or 
the Fairbanks North Star Borough. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited into 

the Department of Veterans Affairs Capital 
Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of title 38, 
United States Code, may be transferred to the 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’’ accounts, to remain avail-
able until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts. 

SEC. 217. Not later than 30 days after the end 
of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a report 
on the financial status of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for the preceding quarter: Pro-
vided, That, at a minimum, the report shall in-
clude the direction contained in the paragraph 
entitled ‘‘Quarterly reporting’’, under the head-
ing ‘‘General Administration’’ in the joint ex-
planatory statement accompanying Public Law 
114–223. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 218. Amounts made available under the 

‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Community 
Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’, 
‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration’’, 
‘‘Board of Veterans Appeals’’, ‘‘General Admin-
istration’’, and ‘‘National Cemetery Administra-
tion’’ accounts for fiscal year 2025 may be trans-
ferred to or from the ‘‘Information Technology 
Systems’’ account: Provided, That such trans-
fers may not result in a more than 10 percent 
aggregate increase in the total amount made 
available by this Act for the ‘‘Information Tech-
nology Systems’’ account: Provided further, 
That, before a transfer may take place, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall request from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer and 
an approval is issued. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 219. Of the amounts appropriated to the 

Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2025 for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘Construction, 
Minor Projects’’, and ‘‘Information Technology 
Systems’’, up to $594,828,000, plus reimburse-
ments, may be transferred to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, es-
tablished by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 
(Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 2571) and may be 
used for operation of the facilities designated as 
combined Federal medical facilities as described 
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, 
That additional funds may be transferred from 
accounts designated in this section to the Joint 
Department of Defense—Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration 
Fund upon written notification by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided 
further, That section 220 of title II of division A 
of Public Law 118–42 is repealed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 220. Of the amounts appropriated to the 

Department of Veterans Affairs which become 
available on October 1, 2025, for ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices’’, ‘‘Medical Community Care’’, ‘‘Medical 
Support and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facili-
ties’’, up to $664,625,000, plus reimbursements, 
may be transferred to the Joint Department of 
Defense—Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund, established 
by section 1704 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 
111–84; 123 Stat. 2571) and may be used for oper-

ation of the facilities designated as combined 
Federal medical facilities as described by section 
706 of the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 
110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, That addi-
tional funds may be transferred from accounts 
designated in this section to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund 
upon written notification by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 221. Such sums as may be deposited into 

the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to 
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code, for 
healthcare provided at facilities designated as 
combined Federal medical facilities as described 
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be 
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, es-
tablished by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 
(Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 2571); and (2) for 
operations of the facilities designated as com-
bined Federal medical facilities as described by 
section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, 
That, notwithstanding section 1704(b)(3) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010 (Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 2573), 
amounts transferred to the Joint Department of 
Defense—Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund shall remain 
available until expended. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 222. Of the amounts available in this title 

for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Community 
Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’, and 
‘‘Medical Facilities’’, a minimum of $15,000,000 
shall be transferred to the DOD–VA Health Care 
Sharing Incentive Fund, as authorized by sec-
tion 8111(d) of title 38, United States Code, to re-
main available until expended, for any purpose 
authorized by section 8111 of title 38, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 223. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall notify the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress of all bid savings in 
a major construction project that total at least 
$5,000,000, or 5 percent of the programmed 
amount of the project, whichever is less: Pro-
vided, That such notification shall occur within 
14 days of a contract identifying the pro-
grammed amount: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress 14 days 
prior to the obligation of such bid savings and 
shall describe the anticipated use of such sav-
ings. 

SEC. 224. None of the funds made available for 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ may be used for 
a project in excess of the scope specified for that 
project in the original justification data pro-
vided to the Congress as part of the request for 
appropriations unless the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs receives approval from the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 225. Not later than 30 days after the end 
of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a quar-
terly report containing performance measures 
and data from each Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration Regional Office: Provided, That, at a 
minimum, the report shall include the direction 
contained in the section entitled ‘‘Disability 
claims backlog’’, under the heading ‘‘General 
Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’’ in the joint explanatory statement ac-
companying Public Law 114–223: Provided fur-
ther, That the report shall also include informa-
tion on the number of appeals pending at the 

Veterans Benefits Administration as well as the 
Board of Veterans Appeals on a quarterly basis. 

SEC. 226. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide written notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress 15 days prior to organizational changes 
which result in the transfer of 25 or more full- 
time equivalents from one organizational unit of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to another. 

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress notification of any single national out-
reach and awareness marketing campaign in 
which obligations exceed $1,000,000. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 228. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 

upon determination that such action is nec-
essary to address needs of the Veterans Health 
Administration, may transfer to the ‘‘Medical 
Services’’ account any discretionary appropria-
tions made available for fiscal year 2025 in this 
title (except appropriations made to the ‘‘Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration’’ account) or any discretionary un-
obligated balances within the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, including those appropriated 
for fiscal year 2025, that were provided in ad-
vance by appropriations Acts: Provided, That 
transfers shall be made only with the approval 
of the Office of Management and Budget: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority pro-
vided in this section is in addition to any other 
transfer authority provided by law: Provided 
further, That no amounts may be transferred 
from amounts that were designated by Congress 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985: Provided further, That such author-
ity to transfer may not be used unless for higher 
priority items, based on emergent healthcare re-
quirements, than those for which originally ap-
propriated and in no case where the item for 
which funds are requested has been denied by 
Congress: Provided further, That, upon deter-
mination that all or part of the funds trans-
ferred from an appropriation are not necessary, 
such amounts may be transferred back to that 
appropriation and shall be available for the 
same purposes as originally appropriated: Pro-
vided further, That before a transfer may take 
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and receive approval of that re-
quest. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 229. Amounts made available for the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2025, under the ‘‘Board of Veterans Appeals’’ 
and the ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’ accounts may be 
transferred between such accounts: Provided, 
That before a transfer may take place, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall request from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer and 
receive approval of that request. 

SEC. 230. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such instance 
of reprogramming will exceed $7,000,000, unless 
such reprogramming is approved by the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

SEC. 231. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall ensure that the toll-free suicide hotline 
under section 1720F(h) of title 38, United States 
Code— 

(1) provides to individuals who contact the 
hotline immediate assistance from a trained pro-
fessional; and 

(2) adheres to all requirements of the Amer-
ican Association of Suicidology. 

(b)(1) None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to enforce or otherwise 
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carry out any Executive action that prohibits 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from appoint-
ing an individual to occupy a vacant civil serv-
ice position, or establishing a new civil service 
position, at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
with respect to such a position relating to the 
hotline specified in subsection (a). 

(2) In this subsection— 
(A) the term ‘‘civil service’’ has the meaning 

given such term in section 2101(1) of title 5, 
United States Code; and 

(B) the term ‘‘Executive action’’ includes— 
(i) any Executive order, Presidential memo-

randum, or other action by the President; and 
(ii) any agency policy, order, or other direc-

tive. 
(c)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 

conduct a study on the effectiveness of the hot-
line specified in subsection (a) during the 5-year 
period beginning on January 1, 2016, based on 
an analysis of national suicide data and data 
collected from such hotline. 

(2) At a minimum, the study required by para-
graph (1) shall— 

(A) determine the number of veterans who 
contact the hotline specified in subsection (a) 
and who receive follow up services from the hot-
line or mental health services from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs thereafter; 

(B) determine the number of veterans who 
contact the hotline who are not referred to, or 
do not continue receiving, mental health care 
who commit suicide; and 

(C) determine the number of veterans de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) who commit or at-
tempt suicide. 

SEC. 232. Effective during the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2018, and ending on January 
1, 2026, none of the funds made available to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs by this or any 
other Act may be obligated or expended in con-
travention of the ‘‘Veterans Health Administra-
tion Clinical Preventive Services Guidance 
Statement on the Veterans Health Administra-
tion’s Screening for Breast Cancer Guidance’’ 
published on May 10, 2017, as issued by the Vet-
erans Health Administration National Center 
for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention. 

SEC. 233. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for the ‘‘Medical Services’’ ac-
count may be used to provide— 

(1) fertility counseling and treatment using 
assisted reproductive technology to a covered 
veteran or the spouse of a covered veteran; or 

(2) adoption reimbursement to a covered vet-
eran. 

(b) In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘service-connected’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 101 of title 
38, United States Code. 

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran’’ means a vet-
eran, as such term is defined in section 101 of 
title 38, United States Code, who has a service- 
connected disability that results in the inability 
of the veteran to procreate without the use of 
fertility treatment. 

(3) The term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology’’ means benefits relating to reproductive 
assistance provided to a member of the Armed 
Forces who incurs a serious injury or illness on 
active duty pursuant to section 1074(c)(4)(A) of 
title 10, United States Code, as described in the 
memorandum on the subject of ‘‘Policy for As-
sisted Reproductive Services for the Benefit of 
Seriously or Severely Ill/Injured (Category II or 
III) Active Duty Service Members’’ issued by the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Af-
fairs on April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued 
to implement such policy, including any limita-
tions on the amount of such benefits available 
to such a member except that— 

(A) the time periods regarding embryo 
cryopreservation and storage set forth in part 
III(G) and in part IV(H) of such memorandum 
shall not apply; and 

(B) such term includes embryo 
cryopreservation and storage without limitation 

on the duration of such cryopreservation and 
storage. 

(4) The term ‘‘adoption reimbursement’’ means 
reimbursement for the adoption-related expenses 
for an adoption that is finalized after the date 
of the enactment of this Act under the same 
terms as apply under the adoption reimburse-
ment program of the Department of Defense, as 
authorized in Department of Defense Instruc-
tion 1341.09, including the reimbursement limits 
and requirements set forth in such instruction. 

(c) Amounts made available for the purposes 
specified in subsection (a) of this section are 
subject to the requirements for funds contained 
in section 508 of division H of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115–141). 

SEC. 234. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act or any 
other Act for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs may be used in a manner that is incon-
sistent with: (1) section 842 of the Transpor-
tation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, the District of Columbia, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2006 (Public Law 109–115; 119 Stat. 2506); or (2) 
section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, United States Code. 

SEC. 235. Section 842 of Public Law 109–115 
shall not apply to conversion of an activity or 
function of the Veterans Health Administration, 
Veterans Benefits Administration, or National 
Cemetery Administration to contractor perform-
ance by a business concern that is at least 51 
percent owned by one or more Indian Tribes as 
defined in section 5304(e) of title 25, United 
States Code, or one or more Native Hawaiian 
Organizations as defined in section 637(a)(15) of 
title 15, United States Code. 

SEC. 236. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in consultation with the Secretary of De-
fense and the Secretary of Labor, shall dis-
continue using Social Security account numbers 
to authenticate individuals in all information 
systems of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for all individuals not later than September 30, 
2024: 

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may col-
lect and use a Social Security account number 
to identify an individual, in accordance with 
section 552a of title 5, United States Code, in an 
information system of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs if and only if the use of such num-
ber is necessary to: 

(1) obtain or provide information the Sec-
retary requires from an information system that 
is not under the jurisdiction of the Secretary; 

(2) comply with a law, regulation, or court 
order; 

(3) perform anti-fraud activities; or 
(4) identify a specific individual where no 

adequate substitute is available. 
(c) The matter in subsections (a) and (b) shall 

supersede section 237 of division J of Public Law 
117–328. 

SEC. 237. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year 
2025 and 2026 for ‘‘Medical Services’’, section 239 
of division A of Public Law 114–223 shall apply. 

SEC. 238. None of the funds appropriated in 
this or prior appropriations Acts or otherwise 
made available to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs may be used to transfer any amounts 
from the Filipino Veterans Equity Compensation 
Fund to any other account within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

SEC. 239. Of the funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year 
2025 and fiscal year 2026 for ‘‘Medical Services’’, 
funds may be used in each year to carry out and 
expand the child care program authorized by 
section 205 of Public Law 111–163, notwith-
standing subsection (e) of such section. 

SEC. 240. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available in this title may be 
used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
enter into an agreement related to resolving a 
dispute or claim with an individual that would 
restrict in any way the individual from speaking 
to members of Congress or their staff on any 

topic not otherwise prohibited from disclosure by 
Federal law or required by Executive order to be 
kept secret in the interest of national defense or 
the conduct of foreign affairs. 

SEC. 241. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year 
2025 and 2026, section 258 of division A of Public 
Law 114–223 shall apply. 

SEC. 242. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to deny an Inspector General funded under 
this Act timely access to any records, docu-
ments, or other materials available to the de-
partment or agency over which that Inspector 
General has responsibilities under the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), or to pre-
vent or impede the access of the Inspector Gen-
eral to such records, documents, or other mate-
rials, under any provision of law, except a pro-
vision of law that expressly refers to such In-
spector General and expressly limits the right of 
access. 

(b) A department or agency covered by this 
section shall provide its Inspector General ac-
cess to all records, documents, and other mate-
rials in a timely manner. 

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure com-
pliance with statutory limitations on disclosure 
relevant to the information provided by the es-
tablishment over which that Inspector General 
has responsibilities under the Inspector General 
Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this 
section shall report to the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
within 5 calendar days of any failure by any de-
partment or agency covered by this section to 
comply with this requirement. 

SEC. 243. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used in a manner that would in-
crease wait times for veterans who seek care at 
medical facilities of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

SEC. 244. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act to the Vet-
erans Health Administration may be used in fis-
cal year 2025 to convert any program which re-
ceived specific purpose funds in fiscal year 2024 
to a general purpose funded program unless the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs submits written 
notification of any such proposal to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress at least 30 days prior to any such action 
and an approval is issued by the Committees. 

SEC. 245. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year 
2025 and 2026, section 248 of division A of Public 
Law 114–223 shall apply. 

SEC. 246. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to conduct research commencing on or 
after March 9, 2024, that uses any canine, fe-
line, or non-human primate unless the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs approves such research spe-
cifically and in writing pursuant to subsection 
(b). 

(b)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may 
approve the conduct of research commencing on 
or after March 9, 2024, using canines, felines, or 
non-human primates if the Secretary certifies 
that— 

(A) the scientific objectives of the research can 
only be met by using such canines, felines, or 
non-human primates and cannot be met using 
other animal models, in vitro models, computa-
tional models, human clinical studies, or other 
research alternatives; 

(B) such scientific objectives are necessary to 
advance research benefiting veterans and are 
directly related to an illness or injury that is 
combat-related as defined by 10 U.S.C. 1413(e); 

(C) the research is consistent with the revised 
Department of Veterans Affairs canine research 
policy document dated December 15, 2017, in-
cluding any subsequent revisions to such docu-
ment; and 

(D) ethical considerations regarding mini-
mizing the harm experienced by canines, felines, 
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or non-human primates are included in evalu-
ating the scientific necessity of the research. 

(2) The Secretary may not delegate the au-
thority under this subsection. 

(c) If the Secretary approves any new re-
search pursuant to subsection (b), not later than 
30 days before the commencement of such re-
search, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
House of Representatives a report describing— 

(1) the nature of the research to be conducted 
using canines, felines, or nun-human primates; 

(2) the date on which the Secretary approved 
the research 

(3) the USDA pain category on the approved 
use 

(4) the justification for the determination of 
the Secretary that the scientific objectives of 
such research could only be met using canines, 
felines, or nun-hman primates, and methods 
used to make such determination; 

(5) the frequency and duration of such re-
search; and 

(6) the protocols in place to ensure the neces-
sity, safety, and efficacy of the research, and 
animal welfare. 

(d) Not later than September 9, 2024, and bi-
annually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit 
to such Committees a report describing— 

(1) any research being conducted by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs using canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates as of the date of 
the submittal of the report; 

(2) the circumstances under which such re-
search was conducted using canines, felines, or 
non-human primates; 

(3) the justification for using canines, felines, 
or non-human primates to conduct such re-
search; 

(4) the protocols in place to ensure the neces-
sity, safety, and efficacy of such research; and 

(5) the development and adoption of alter-
natives to canines, felines, or non-human pri-
mates research. 

(e) Not later than September 9, 2024, and an-
nually thereafter, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs must submit to voluntary U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture inspections of canine, fe-
line, and non-human primate research facilities. 

(f) Not later than September 9, 2024, and an-
nually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to 
such Committees a report describing — 

(1) any violations of the Animal Welfare Act, 
the Public Health Service Policy on Humane 
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, or other 
Department of Veterans Affairs policies related 
to oversight of animal research found during 
that quarter in VA research facilities; 

(2) immediate corrective actions taken; and 
(3) specific actions taken to prevent their re-

currence. 
(g) The Department shall implement a plan 

under which the Secretary will eliminate the re-
search conducted using canines, felines, or non- 
human primates by not later than March 9, 
2026. 

SEC. 247. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may use amounts appropriated or otherwise 
made available in this title to ensure that the 
ratio of veterans to full-time employment 
equivalents within any program of rehabilita-
tion conducted under chapter 31 of title 38, 
United States Code, does not exceed 125 veterans 
to one full-time employment equivalent. 

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
submit to Congress a report on the programs of 
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of 
title 38, United States Code, including— 

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff ratio 
for each such program; and 

(2) recommendations for such action as the 
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the vet-
eran-to-staff ratio for each such program. 

SEC. 248. Amounts made available for the 
‘‘Veterans Health Administration, Medical Com-
munity Care’’ account in this or any other Act 
for fiscal years 2025 and 2026 may be used for 

expenses that would otherwise be payable from 
the Veterans Choice Fund established by section 
802 of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Ac-
countability Act, as amended (38 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

SEC. 249. Obligations and expenditures appli-
cable to the ‘‘Medical Services’’ account in fiscal 
years 2017 through 2019 for aid to state homes 
(as authorized by section 1741 of title 38, United 
States Code) shall remain in the ‘‘Medical Com-
munity Care’’ account for such fiscal years. 

SEC. 250. Of the amounts made available for 
the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2025, in this or any other Act, under the 
‘‘Veterans Health Administration—Medical 
Services’’, ‘‘Veterans Health Administration— 
Medical Community Care’’, ‘‘Veterans Health 
Administration—Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, and ‘‘Veterans Health Administration— 
Medical Facilities’’ accounts, $1,323,444,000 shall 
be made available for gender-specific care and 
programmatic efforts to deliver care for women 
veterans. 

SEC. 251. Notwithstanding any other law, un-
less prevented by an order issued by a federal or 
state court, by no later than September 30, 2025, 
the Secretary shall commence construction of 
the Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Ba-
kersfield, California authorized in section 
1(a)(3) of Public Law 111–82 and in accordance 
with Lease No.36C10F20L0008 or successor lease. 

SEC. 252. Not later than 30 days after the end 
of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a quar-
terly report on the status of the ‘‘Veterans Med-
ical Care and Health Fund’’, established to exe-
cute section 8002 of the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 (Public Law 117–2): Provided, That, 
at a minimum, the report shall include an up-
date on obligations by program, project or activ-
ity and a plan for expending the remaining 
funds. 

SEC. 253. Any amounts transferred to the Sec-
retary and administered by a corporation re-
ferred to in section 7364(b) of title 38, United 
States Code, between October 1, 2018 and Sep-
tember 30, 2019 for purposes of carrying out an 
order placed with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs pursuant to section 1535 of title 31, 
United States Code, that are available for obli-
gation pursuant to section 7364(b)(1) of title 38, 
United States Code, are to remain available for 
the liquidation of valid obligations incurred by 
such corporation during the period of perform-
ance of such order, provided that the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs determines that such 
amounts need to remain available for such liq-
uidation. 

SEC. 254. Unobligated balances available 
under the headings ‘‘Construction, Major 
Projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’ 
may be obligated by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs for a facility pursuant to section 2(e)(1) 
of the Communities Helping Invest through 
Property and Improvements Needed for Veterans 
Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–294; 38 U.S.C. 8103 
note), as amended, to provide additional funds 
or to fund an escalation clause under such sec-
tion of such Act: Provided, That before such un-
obligated balances are obligated pursuant to 
this section, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the authority 
to obligate such unobligated balances and such 
Committees issue an approval, or absent a re-
sponse, a period of 30 days has elapsed: Pro-
vided further, That the request to obligate such 
unobligated balances must provide Congress no-
tice that the entity described in section 2(a)(2) of 
Public Law 114–294, as amended, has exhausted 
available cost containment approaches as set 
forth in the agreement under section 2(c) of 
such Public Law. 

SEC. 255. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to implement, admin-
ister, or otherwise carry out the Department of 
Veterans Affairs interim final rule published on 

September 9, 2022, or any successor to such rule, 
or to propose, promulgate, or implement any 
substantially similar rule or policy. 

(b) None of the funds appropriated in this Act 
shall be expended for any abortion, including 
through a medical benefits package or health 
benefits program that includes coverage of abor-
tion. 

(c) The limitations established in subsection 
(b) shall not apply to an abortion— 

(1) if the pregnancy is the result of an act of 
rape or incest; or 

(2) in the case where a woman suffers from a 
physical disorder, physical injury, or physical 
illness, including a life-endangering physical 
condition caused by or arising from the preg-
nancy itself, that would, as certified by a physi-
cian, place the woman in danger of death unless 
an abortion is performed. 

SEC. 256. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used for surgical procedures or 
hormone therapies for the purposes of gender af-
firming care. 

SEC. 257. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to fly or display a flag over a fa-
cility of the Department of Veterans Affairs or 
a national cemetery other than the flag of the 
United States, the flag of a State, Territory, or 
District of Columbia, the flag of an Indian Trib-
al government, the flag of the Department, the 
flag of an Armed Force, or the POW/MIA flag. 

SEC. 258. During the period beginning on Oc-
tober 1, 2024 and ending on September 30, 2025, 
none of the funds made available by this Act 
may be used to administer, implement, or en-
force the final rule issued by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs relating to ‘‘Change in Rates 
VA Pays for Special Modes of Transportation’’ 
(88 Fed. Reg. 10032) and published on February 
16, 2023. 

SEC. 259. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to carry out VHA Directive 
1193.01, ‘‘Coronavirus Disease 2019 Vaccination 
Program for Veterans Health Administration 
Health Care Personnel’’. 

SEC. 260. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to provide any services to 
any individual unlawfully present in the United 
States who is not eligible for health care under 
the laws administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

SEC. 261. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs under section 5502 of title 38, 
United States Code, in any case arising out of 
the administration by the Secretary of laws and 
benefits under such title, to report a person who 
is deemed mentally incapacitated, mentally in-
competent, or to be experiencing an extended 
loss of consciousness as a person who has been 
adjudicated as a mental defective under sub-
section (d)(4) or (g)(4) of section 922 of title 18, 
United States Code, without the order or finding 
a judge, magistrate, or other judicial authority 
of competent jurisdiction that such person is a 
danger to himself or herself or others. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission, including the acquisition of land or 
interest in land in foreign countries; purchases 
and repair of uniforms for caretakers of na-
tional cemeteries and monuments outside of the 
United States and its territories and possessions; 
rent of office and garage space in foreign coun-
tries; purchase (one-for-one replacement basis 
only) and hire of passenger motor vehicles; not 
to exceed $15,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and insurance of official 
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $90,020,000, to 
remain available until expended. 
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FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission, such sums as may be necessary, to 
remain available until expended, for purposes 
authorized by section 2109 of title 36, United 
States Code. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the operation of 

the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims as authorized by sections 7251 through 
7298 of title 38, United States Code, $47,200,000: 
Provided, That $3,800,000 shall be available for 
the purpose of providing financial assistance as 
described and in accordance with the process 
and reporting procedures set forth under this 
heading in Public Law 102–229. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for maintenance, oper-

ation, and improvement of Arlington National 
Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home Na-
tional Cemetery, including the purchase or lease 
of passenger motor vehicles for replacement on a 
one-for-one basis only, and not to exceed $2,000 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, $105,514,000, of which not to exceed 
$15,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027. In addition, such sums as may 
be necessary for parking maintenance, repairs 
and replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease 
of Department of Defense Real Property for De-
fense Agencies’’ account. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For necessary expenses for planning and de-

sign and construction at Arlington National 
Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home Na-
tional Cemetery, $42,000,000, to remain available 
until expended for planning and design and 
construction associated with the Southern Ex-
pansion project at Arlington National Cemetery. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 
TRUST FUND 

For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home to operate and maintain the 
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Washington, 
District of Columbia, and the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid 
from funds available in the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home Trust Fund, $69,520,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2026, of 
which $1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of the 
physical plants at the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home—Washington, District of Columbia, and 
the Armed Forces Retirement Home—Gulfport, 
Mississippi: Provided, That of the amounts 
made available under this heading from funds 
available in the Armed Forces Retirement Home 
Trust Fund, $25,000,000 shall be paid from the 
general fund of the Treasury to the Trust Fund. 

MAJOR CONSTRUCTION 
For expenses necessary to support efforts to 

complete the renovation of the Sheridan Build-
ing at the Armed Forces Retirement Home— 
Washington, District of Columbia, $31,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be paid 
from the general fund of the Treasury to the 
Armed Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
SEC. 301. Amounts deposited into the special 

account established under 10 U.S.C. 7727 are ap-
propriated and shall be available until expended 
to support activities at the Army National Mili-
tary Cemeteries. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless 
expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used for any program, project, 
or activity, when it is made known to the Fed-
eral entity or official to which the funds are 
made available that the program, project, or ac-
tivity is not in compliance with any Federal law 
relating to risk assessment, the protection of pri-
vate property rights, or unfunded mandates. 

SEC. 403. All departments and agencies funded 
under this Act are encouraged, within the limits 
of the existing statutory authorities and fund-
ing, to expand their use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’ tech-
nologies and procedures in the conduct of their 
business practices and public service activities. 

SEC. 404. Unless stated otherwise, all reports 
and notifications required by this Act shall be 
submitted to the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

SEC. 405. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be transferred to any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the United States 
Government except pursuant to a transfer made 
by, or transfer authority provided in, this or 
any other appropriations Act. 

SEC. 406. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used for a project or program 
named for an individual serving as a Member, 
Delegate, or Resident Commissioner of the 
United States House of Representatives. 

SEC. 407. (a) Any agency receiving funds made 
available in this Act, shall, subject to sub-
sections (b) and (c), post on the public Web site 
of that agency any report required to be sub-
mitted by the Congress in this or any other Act, 
upon the determination by the head of the agen-
cy that it shall serve the national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a report 
if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains confidential or propri-
etary information. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has been 
made available to the requesting Committee or 
Committees of Congress for no less than 30days. 

SEC. 408. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish 
a computer network unless such network blocks 
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of 
pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the 
use of funds necessary for any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any 
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities. 

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used by an agency of the execu-
tive branch to pay for first-class travel by an 
employee of the agency in contravention of sec-
tions 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 of title 41, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 410. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to execute a contract for 
goods or services, including construction serv-
ices, where the contractor has not complied with 
Executive Order No. 12989. 

SEC. 411. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used in contravention of section 
101(e)(8) of title 10, United States Code. 

SEC. 412. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds 
appropriated or otherwise made available to the 
Department of Defense in this Act may be used 
to construct, renovate, or expand any facility in 
the United States, its territories, or possessions 
to house any individual detained at United 
States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, 
for the purposes of detention or imprisonment in 
the custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not 
apply to any modification of facilities at United 
States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this subsection 
is any individual who, as of June 24, 2009, is lo-
cated at United States Naval Station, 
Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or a 
member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective con-

trol of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 
SEC. 413. None of the funds appropriated by 

this Act may be used in any way, directly or in-
directly, to influence congressional action on 
any legislation or appropriation matter pending 
before Congress, other than to communicate to 
Members of Congress as described in 18 U.S.C. 
1913. 

SEC. 414. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
made available to implement, administer, apply, 
enforce, or carry out Executive Order 13985 of 
January 20, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 7009), Executive 
Order 14035 of June 25, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 34593), 
or Executive Order 14091 of February 16, 2023 (88 
Fed. Reg. 10825). 

SEC. 415. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to carry out any program, 
project, or activity that promotes or advances 
Critical Race Theory or any concept associated 
with Critical Race Theory. 

SEC. 416. (a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding 
section 7 of title 1, United States Code, section 
1738C of title 28, United States Code, or any 
other provision of law, none of the funds pro-
vided by this Act, or previous appropriations 
Acts, shall be used in whole or in part to take 
any discriminatory action against a person, 
wholly or partially, on the basis that such per-
son speaks, or acts, in accordance with a sin-
cerely held religious belief, or moral conviction, 
that marriage is, or should be recognized as, a 
union of one man and one woman. 

(b) Discriminatory action defined.—As used in 
subsection (a), a discriminatory action means 
any action taken by the Federal Government 
to— 

(1) alter in any way the Federal tax treatment 
of, or cause any tax, penalty, or payment to be 
assessed against, or deny, delay, or revoke an 
exemption from taxation under section 501(a) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 of, any per-
son referred to in subsection (a); 

(2) disallow a deduction for Federal tax pur-
poses of any charitable contribution made to or 
by such person; 

(3) withhold, reduce the amount or funding 
for, exclude, terminate, or otherwise make un-
available or deny, any Federal grant, contract, 
subcontract, cooperative agreement, guarantee, 
loan, scholarship, license, certification, accredi-
tation, employment, or other similar position or 
status from or to such person; 

(4) withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or 
otherwise make unavailable or deny, any enti-
tlement or benefit under a Federal benefit pro-
gram, including admission to, equal treatment 
in, or eligibility for a degree from an edu-
cational program, from or to such person; or 

(5) withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or 
otherwise make unavailable or deny access or 
an entitlement to Federal property, facilities, 
educational institutions, speech fora (including 
traditional, limited, and nonpublic fora), or 
charitable fundraising campaigns from or to 
such person. 

(c) Accreditation; Licensure; Certification.— 
The Federal Government shall consider accred-
ited, licensed, or certified for purposes of Fed-
eral law any person that would be accredited, li-
censed, or certified, respectively, for such pur-
poses but for a determination against such per-
son wholly or partially on the basis that the 
person speaks, or acts, in accordance with a sin-
cerely held religious belief or moral conviction 
described in subsection (a). 

SEC. 417. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used for any office, programs, 
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or activity for the purposes of diversity, equity, 
and inclusion training or implementation. 

SEC. 418. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to enforce COVID-19 mask 
mandates. 

SEC. 419. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to administer, implement, 
or enforce Executive Order No. 14057 of Decem-
ber 8, 2021. 

SEC. 420. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used to implement any of the 
following executive orders: 

(1) Executive Order No. 13990, relating to Pro-
tecting Public Health and the Environment and 
Restoring Science To Tackle the Climate Crisis. 

(2) Executive Order No. 14008, relating to 
Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and 
Abroad. 

(3) Section 6 of Executive Order No. 14013, re-
lating to Rebuilding and Enhancing Programs 
To Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Im-
pact of Climate Change on Migration. 

(4) Executive Order No. 14030, relating to Cli-
mate-Related Financial Risk. 

(5) Executive Order No. 14057, relating to 
Catalyzing Clean Energy Industries and Jobs 
Through Federal Sustainability. 

(6) Executive Order No. 14082, relating to Im-
plementation of the Energy and Infrastructure 
Provisions of the Inflation Reduction Act of 
2022. 

(7) Executive Order No. 14096, relating to Re-
vitalizing Our Nation’s Commitment to Environ-
mental Justice for All. 

SEC. 421. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds 
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made 
available for Fiscal Year 2025 for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs may be obligated or ex-
pended to procure or purchase computers, print-
ers, software, or hardware needed for an office 
environment in which the manufacturer, bidder, 
or offeror, or any subsidy or parent company of 
an entity— 

(1) in which the People’s Republic of China 
has any ownership stake; or 

(2) that contributes to the defense industry of 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

(b) APPLICABILITY TO THIRD PARTIES.— 
The prohibition in subsection (a) also applies in 
cases in which the Secretary has contracted 
with a third party for the procurement, pur-
chase, or expenditure of funds on any of the 
equipment and software described in such sub-
section. 

SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT 
SEC. 422. $0. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military Con-

struction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2025’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. 

No further amendment to the bill, as 
amended, shall be in order except those 
printed in part B of House Report 118– 
535, amendments en bloc described in 
section 3 of House Resolution 1269, and 
pro forma amendments described in 
section 4 of that resolution. 

Each further amendment printed in 
part B of the report shall be considered 
only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be consid-
ered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent 
and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment except as provided by 
section 4 of House Resolution 1269, and 
shall not be subject to a demand for di-
vision of the question. It shall be in 
order at any time for the chair of the 
Committee on Appropriations or his 

designee to offer amendments en bloc 
consisting of amendments printed in 
part B of the report not earlier dis-
posed of. Amendments en bloc shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable 
for 20 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their designees, shall 
not be subject to amendment, except as 
provided by section 4 of House Resolu-
tion 1269, and shall not be subject to a 
demand for division of the question. 

During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees may offer up to 10 pro forma 
amendments each at any point for the 
purpose of debate. 

b 1245 

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC OFFERED BY MR. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, 
pursuant to House Resolution 1269, I 
offer amendments en bloc. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendments en bloc. 

Amendments en bloc consisting of 
amendment Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, and 47 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535, of-
fered by Mr. CARTER of Texas: 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF 

COLORADO 
Page 34, line 19, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’’. 
Page 35, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF 

COLORADO 
Page 35, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $3,000,000)’’. 
Page 40, line 2, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF 

COLORADO 
Page 35, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’’. 
Page 44, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF 

COLORADO 
Page 35, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $3,500,000)’’. 
Page 43, line 24, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF 

COLORADO 
Page 35, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $3,500,000)’’. 
Page 36, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MS. PEREZ OF 

WASHINGTON 
Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MS. PEREZ OF 
WASHINGTON 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by 
$10,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 13 OFFERED BY MR. VICENTE 
GONZALEZ OF TEXAS 

Page 36, line 18, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(decreased by $2,000,000)’’. 

Page 36, line 19, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(decreased by $2,000,000)’’. 

Page 44, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 14 OFFERED BY MR. VICENTE 
GONZALEZ OF TEXAS 

Page 44, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MR. 
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY 

Page 30, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 23 OFFERED BY MR. LALOTA OF 

NEW YORK 
Page 43, line 24, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $15,000,000) (increased by 
$15,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 24 OFFERED BY MR. LALOTA OF 

NEW YORK 
Page 9, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by 
$10,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 25 OFFERED BY MR. LALOTA OF 

NEW YORK 
Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (increased by 
$5,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 26 OFFERED BY MR. LALOTA OF 

NEW YORK 
Page 34, line 19, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (increased by 
$5,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 27 OFFERED BY MR. LALOTA OF 

NEW YORK 
Page 34, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by 
$10,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 30 OFFERED BY MS. NORTON OF 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Page 30, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 47 OFFERED BY MRS. WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

Page 4, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $200,000,000) (reduced by 
$200,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. CARTER) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) each will control 
10 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise to support this amend-
ment. It contains a number of non-
controversial amendments from both 
sides of the aisle. I encourage its adop-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
support this amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendments en bloc offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAR-
TER). 

The en bloc amendments were agreed 
to. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. BERGMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 1 printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 
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The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 

designate the amendment. 
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows: 
Page 34, line 19, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $20,000,000) (increased by 
$20,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chairman, last 
year, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. CORREA), my close friend and col-
league, and I offered an amendment 
urging the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to conduct a large-scale study 
into psychedelic-assisted therapies to 
treat PTSD. I am happy to say that 
amendment was approved unani-
mously. 

It was 6 months after this show of 
congressional support that the Vet-
erans Administration announced that 
it would be funding significant re-
search into psychedelic therapies for 
the first time in more than four dec-
ades. 

While it is extremely promising that 
these treatments are coming, with 
FDA final approval expected sometime 
in August, one of the largest barriers 
to the initial implementation and fu-
ture success is the availability of 
qualified and well-trained mental 
health professionals within VA. 

Psychedelic-assisted therapies gen-
erally involve multiple therapists at a 
time and several multi-hour sessions to 
complete. 

My amendment is simple. It ex-
presses support for the recently an-
nounced VA-led research and encour-
ages VA to prioritize the proactive 
training of therapists to successfully 
administer these new therapies. 

As we saw last year, demonstrating 
clear congressional approval for these 
innovative efforts can motivate real 
action within the Federal bureaucracy. 
We owe it to our veterans to do every-
thing we can in support of these break-
through therapies. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support this amendment, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to the 
amendment, even though I am not op-
posed to it. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman from Texas is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, the 

amendment has no budgetary effect, 
but highlights an important issue for 
our veterans. I support the efforts for 
the new treatment of PTSD so long as 
they are safe and approved for use by 
the FDA. I am willing to accept the 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 

the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CORREA). 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of this amendment, and I 
thank my fellow co-chair of the 
Psychedelics Advancing Therapies Cau-
cus, Mr. BERGMAN, for his good work on 
this measure. 

We have seen our Nation’s veterans 
continue to needlessly suffer suicides, 
mental health, and opioid overdoses. It 
is crucial that the VA do everything in 
its power to ensure that they have safe 
and scientifically sound and poten-
tially lifesaving therapies as soon as 
they are available and approved in the 
United States. 

Today, Mr. Chairman, these veterans 
go to other countries to receive these 
therapies. They are cured, and then 
they come back. Why in God’s name do 
we not provide these therapies here in 
the United States? It doesn’t make 
sense. 

These amendments will give the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs the op-
portunity to continue research they 
have been conducting and the potential 
to be able to offer MDMA-assisted 
therapies to our veterans should they 
receive FDA approval. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support this amendment. Our veterans 
fought for this country and sacrificed 
much for this country, and it is our 
duty to give them the best therapies 
available for the healing of those invis-
ible wounds. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chair, may I in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Michigan has 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chairman, psy-
chedelic-assisted therapies have the po-
tential to be the first genuine advance-
ment in the treatment of veterans’ 
mental health in decades. It is essen-
tial that the VA continue their efforts 
to research these compounds and do ev-
erything they can to ensure that they 
have trained therapists and that those 
trained therapists are ready to meet 
the need to provide these new break-
through treatments once they receive 
FDA approval. 

Mr. Chair, again, I strongly encour-
age my colleagues to support this 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. BERGMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 2 printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $20,000,000) (increased by 
$20,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chair, this 
amendment would urge the Veterans 
Administration to make a decision on 
incorporating MDMA-assisted therapy 
into their formulary within 180 days of 
FDA approval. This is based on legisla-
tion by the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. VAN ORDEN), which the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs approved last 
month. 

As we speak, the FDA’s Scientific 
Advisory Committee is meeting to 
evaluate the phase 3 studies into this 
therapy, and full approval will likely 
come in early August. 

I have had the opportunity to person-
ally meet with many of the researchers 
involved in this study and the veterans 
whose lives have been forever changed 
by these therapies. That experience 
made the potential of this treatment 
clear to me, and many of the veterans 
told me that they would not be alive 
today if it were not for this therapy. 

Any bureaucratic red tape that 
delays potential formulary inclusion 
could cost the lives of veterans cur-
rently suffering from PTSD. This 
amendment does not push VA to make 
a decision one way or another. It mere-
ly calls for them to act quickly in 
making a formulary decision. 

Mr. Chair, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CORREA). 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Chairman, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. BERGMAN) 
has laid it out. We have veterans with 
invisible wounds that they have 
brought back from the battlefield. 

One suicide is too many. We have 
MDMA therapy that is now being prov-
en to be sometimes 90 percent effective 
in curing these invisible wounds. We 
owe it to our veterans, to our society, 
and to our friends and neighbors who 
have served to bring these therapies to 
them as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chairman, I 
close by expressing my disappointment 
and frustration with the language that 
was included—or rather was not in-
cluded in the committee’s report ac-
companying this bill. 

Despite strong support for useful and 
proactive language related to psyche-
delic therapies, including from mem-
bers within the Appropriations Com-
mittee, the report only includes an in-
direct reference and encourages VA to 
monitor the results of privately funded 
research. It does not recognize the fact 
that VA is already pursuing their own 
research, and it takes no steps to pre-
pare the VA for FDA approval, which 
may come in a couple of months. 
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Those who risk their lives in defense 

of our country deserve happy and ful-
filling lives, and we have the responsi-
bility to ensure that the VA is ready 
and able to assist them in this endeav-
or. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. BOST 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 8 printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title) insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be used to enforce the provision included in 
Chapter 1.8 of the VHA Office of Community 
Care, ‘‘Field Guidebook: Specialty Pro-
grams’’ to make wait time and drive time ac-
cess standards only applicable to primary 
care, specialty care, and non-institutional 
extended care services. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. BOST) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today in support of my amendment to 
the fiscal year 2025 MILCON–VA appro-
priations bill. 

My amendment would rightfully pre-
vent any VA funds from being used to 
enforce a provision that excludes men-
tal health residential rehabilitation 
treatment programs from the wait 
time and drive time access standards 
as authorized by the MISSION Act. 

The VA’s Mental Health Residential 
Rehab Treatment Program is a crucial 
program that provides lifesaving treat-
ment to veterans with mental health 
and substance use disorders. 

b 1300 

Right now, veterans are restricted by 
where they can get their treatment due 
to the Biden administration’s mis-
guided view of the MISSION Act access 
standards. 

As a result, veterans are being forced 
to wait months to receive this care. 

We are losing 17 veterans a day to 
suicide. 

For VA to not do everything possible 
to ensure veterans are getting into 
these treatment programs as quickly 
as possible is dangerous and wrong. 

Madam Chair, this administration 
knows that there are not enough avail-
able beds in VA facilities to meet vet-
erans’ demand for them and that is 
when the community providers step in, 
in partnership with the VA. Getting 
veterans the help and support they 
need is the VA’s top clinical priority, 
as well as ensuring the mental health 

needs of veterans are met without any 
delays. 

It goes without saying that a veteran 
in crisis who needs treatment should be 
eligible for community care without 
proof that they live far from a VA, or 
their local facility is overbooked. 

This is what the MISSION Act was 
designed to help with, but under the 
administration they want proof. 

I am proud to have introduced my 
amendment to prohibit VA from ex-
cluding these vitally important treat-
ment programs from wait time and 
drive time access standards for VA 
community care programs. 

There should be no closed door when 
it comes to lifesaving care for veterans 
in crisis. 

Madam Chair, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support this, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR (Ms. 
MALLIOTAKIS). The gentlewoman from 
Florida is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I will be clear that the 
gentleman who is offering this amend-
ment has been committed to driving 
the VA toward privatization. That is 
what this is really all about. 

Madam Chair, I claim the time in op-
position to this amendment because 
what his amendment would do is great-
ly expand the MISSION Act, which is 
designated access standards to all cat-
egories of care and would seek to great-
ly increase the privatization of the VA. 

The MISSION Act was not envisioned 
to replace all care at all facilities with-
in VA with private care. It was in-
tended to supplement care at VA facili-
ties, particularly, and specifically, 
when a veteran was too far away from 
a VA facility that could provide the 
service or when there was a prolonged 
period of time in which a veteran could 
get that service. 

Let’s be clear: Where we are now in 
terms of the care in the community 
and for veterans getting access to ap-
pointments, in many cases, all across 
the country is that it actually takes 
longer for a veteran to get an appoint-
ment when they try to get one in the 
community than it does to get one at 
the VA. The overwhelming majority of 
veterans, when they are surveyed, 
make very clear that they prefer their 
care at the VA. 

Implementing this amendment could 
have far-reaching ramifications and 
would cost hundreds of millions, if not 
billions, of dollars a year based on past 
CBO scores for similar legislation. It is 
interesting given that the majority is 
cutting the funding at the VA by $6 bil-
lion in this bill, so how we would ever 
be able to pay for this proposal is in-
comprehensible to me. This amend-
ment is a controversial authorizing 
issue which should be considered in the 
appropriate authorizing committee, 
which the sponsor of the amendment is 
chairman of that committee. 

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues 
to oppose the amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Chair, I want to 
make sure that the people understand 
that this amendment is not an act to 
try to privatize our VA. It is an act to 
try to make sure that our veterans ac-
tually receive the services that they 
need. 

As a veteran, and as the many vet-
erans that actually serve in this body, 
it is vitally important that that issue 
is taken care of; not to protect the bu-
reaucracy at VA, but that we protect 
and serve the veterans that we were 
sent here to serve. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, as I said, the gentleman 
from Illinois can put all the bows and 
ribbons and wrapping paper that he 
would like on what his amendment 
does, but it doesn’t change the fact 
that it would move VA not only further 
toward privatization, but flies in the 
face of the original goal and the law 
that the MISSION Act is intended to 
implement, which is to ensure that vet-
erans who are not able to get quick and 
timely access to care when they don’t 
live close enough to a VA facility that 
can provide that care or when the 
length of time is unreasonable for them 
to get that care, that is not the case in 
the situation in which this amendment 
would apply. 

Plus, this amendment would cost an 
extraordinary amount of money, mil-
lions and, likely, billions of dollars 
which has been previously scored by 
CBO, and this bill cuts the VA by $6 
billion. 

Again, the mathing on the other side 
of the aisle is really not working so 
well. 

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues 
to oppose the amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I demand a recorded 
vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. BURCHETT 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 9 printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Chair, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title) insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of 
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Veterans Affairs to ban or remove the photo-
graph ‘‘V-J Day in Times Square’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Chair, in 
light of all these other amendments, 
my amendment seems a little light 
compared to other things going on, but 
I bring it in all sincerity because I have 
had some constituents contact me 
about this. 

This basically just prohibits the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs from ban-
ning or removing the iconic photo-
graph ‘‘V–J Day in Times Square,’’ oth-
erwise known as The Kiss. 

A few months ago, an Assistant Sec-
retary at the VA sent a memo direct-
ing regional offices to remove the 
photo, alleging it depicts a nonconsen-
sual act. 

Secretary McDonough later reversed 
the decision, and I think it is probably 
because his boss realized it is an elec-
tion year. 

This illustrates a larger problem 
within this administration, Madam 
Chair. 

This administration constantly re-
moves or changes history because they 
don’t like the view from their rose- 
tinted glasses. 

Madam Chair, World War II cost the 
lives of 330,000 American soldiers, in-
cluding my uncle. My father fought in 
that war, fought valiantly in the Pa-
cific. 

World War II tore sons from their 
mothers and husbands from their 
wives. It impacted every part of Amer-
ican society. The actions in this photo 
are not really romantic as the woman 
said herself, the actual woman in the 
photo. The actions in this photo are 
simply two people rejoicing at the end 
of a terrible war and the defeat of ter-
rible enemies. More importantly, this 
photo represents the victory and peace 
felt around the country and the world. 

Madam Chair, I urge the Members to 
vote in favor of the amendment to pre-
vent the administration from removing 
this photo in the future, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
BURCHETT). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MR. CRANE 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 10 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. CRANE. Madam Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title) insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to report a determination 
under section 5502 of title 38, United States 
Code, and section 3.353 of title 38 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, to the Department of 
Justice National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System established pursuant 
to section 103 of the Brady Handgun Violence 
Prevention Act (34 U.S.C. 40901). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. CRANE) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. CRANE. Madam Chair, today, I 
rise in support of my amendment, 
which clarifies that any veteran who is 
reported to NICS by a VA fiduciary was 
done so incorrectly in violation of their 
constitutional rights. 

It also forces the VA Secretary to in-
struct the Attorney General to remove 
these veterans from the NICS list. 

Congress should not turn a blind eye 
to the 260,000 veterans who have been 
wrongfully submitted to the FBI’s Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background 
Check System. 

Earlier this year, Congress passed ap-
propriations which prohibited this. In 
fact, last year, this exact language 
passed with 221 Republicans and 9 
Democrats supporting it when it was 
considered by the House. 

Since then, a majority of House 
Democrats have come out against this 
policy and are working with the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to blatantly 
misuse VA funds, in conflict with con-
gressional intent and the will of the 
people, to continue disarming veterans; 
create an unauthorized process for 
dragging veterans before judges for red 
flag disarmament proceedings; and 
using unconstitutional State-level gun 
confiscation laws against veterans, 
even outside the fiduciary program. 

These lawless suggestions by my 
Democrat colleagues are the night-
mares of veterans that I represent and 
veterans across America. 

President Biden will have no problem 
plowing ahead and stripping veterans 
of their Second Amendment rights, and 
if this administration can do this to 
veterans, they can do it to the rest of 
Americans. 

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues 
to support this amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, not only is this amend-
ment bad policy, but the underlying 
bill includes a prohibition on ensuring 
that people who have been prohibited 
by law from getting access to a gun be-
cause they have had a fiduciary ap-
pointed to take care of their finances, 
meaning that they have had a deter-
mination that they are not competent 
to manage their finances, this amend-
ment would go even further and elimi-

nate the exception in the underlying 
bill that says if a court has judicially 
determined that a veteran is incom-
petent and appoints a fiduciary, even 
in that case, this amendment says that 
a veteran would be able to keep their 
guns. 

Under Federal law, when someone is 
deemed mentally incompetent by a 
judge, which is a similar ruling that 
would occur in this case, the gen-
tleman offering this amendment would 
allow a veteran to keep their firearms, 
even if a court had decided that they 
were not competent to handle their fi-
nances. 

That is unacceptable. This provision 
not only prevents the VA from fol-
lowing the law that is intended to pro-
tect veterans and those around them, 
but it prioritizes firearms over the 
safety of veterans. 

The existing program has a full due 
process system, and veterans have ac-
cess to an appeals process. 

This is an example of generating con-
troversy where there is none. 

The process of applying for disability 
benefits is separate from the processes 
by which veterans receive VA 
healthcare. The Veterans Health Ad-
ministration does not take away vet-
erans’ firearms, but this amendment by 
implying that VA bureaucrats are 
going to take guns away from veterans, 
the provision not only does nothing to 
increase access to care, it seeks to dis-
suade veterans from even seeking the 
healthcare they have earned in the 
first place. 

This is about whether we are going to 
keep veterans and those around them 
safe. 

The Supreme Court has repeatedly 
emphasized that the core of the Second 
Amendment right is self-defense. As-
signing a fiduciary to handle financial 
benefits does not interfere with self-de-
fense, but rather, it is seeking to pro-
tect and avoid injuries and deaths from 
suicide and accidents, which are rising 
when a veteran who is not competent 
to handle much of their own personal 
business and a court has determined 
that, we know there is a greater risk 
when they are handling a firearm. 

We know that suicide is more likely. 
We know that killings take place, and 
this amendment would make that more 
likely. 

Madam Chair, I underscore my 
strong opposition to this amendment 
and urge Members to vote against it, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

b 1315 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. CRANE). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I demand a recorded 
vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
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the gentleman from Arizona will be 
postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 16 OFFERED BY MS. GREENE OF 

GEORGIA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 16 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Madam 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 8, strike lines 15 through 25. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Georgia (Ms. GREENE) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Georgia. 

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Madam 
Chair, my amendment strikes funding 
for the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation Security Investment Program. 

My amendment would strike over 
$433 million in NATO funding from the 
bill. America should not be doling out 
hundreds of millions of dollars to inter-
national organizations to help them 
fight their enemies, especially when 
they are unwilling to fight for them-
selves. 

As of 2023, a majority of NATO coun-
tries do not meet their pledge to spend 
a minimum of 2 percent of their GDP 
on defense. The United States has been 
financing and promising to defend 
NATO countries for decades and paying 
more than its fair share, all while 
countries like Germany fail to fulfill 
their NATO obligations. 

European countries could and should 
be stepping up their financial contribu-
tions to ensure the security of NATO. 
Instead, they prefer the U.S. taxpayer 
to foot the bill and, if the time comes, 
for American servicemembers to die for 
them. 

Our continued involvement in NATO 
only undermines the security of our 
Nation because it embroils the United 
States in other countries’ military en-
tanglements even if the United States 
has no direct interests. 

This is exactly what has happened in 
Ukraine, which could become a part of 
NATO. Billions of American taxpayer 
dollars go to the corruption capital of 
the world, and the sanctions placed on 
Russia end up actually hurting Ameri-
cans. 

As long as we remain a member of 
NATO, the United States will continue 
to function as the military ATM of Eu-
ropean countries at the expense of our 
own citizens, putting our own national 
security and our economy at risk. 

If the United States further involves 
itself in NATO, it may be another 20 
years of Afghanistan all over again, ex-
cept the outcome may end up being 
much, much worse. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to 
the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, this amendment would 
completely eliminate funding in this 
bill for the NATO Security Investment 
Program during a time when we should 
be investing in much-needed infra-
structure projects. 

I point out to my colleagues that 
worldwide in U.S. military infrastruc-
ture, 30 percent of our military infra-
structure is in fair or poor condition. 
We should be investing in these much- 
needed infrastructure projects. Cutting 
funding for the NATO Security Invest-
ment Program is not only bad policy 
from a national security perspective, 
but it is also not sound long-term fiscal 
policy. 

The deterrence that NATO provides 
now is a small cost to avoid future con-
flict. As I stated last year during de-
bate on this issue, regardless of your 
stance on overall defense spending lev-
els of various NATO countries, it is 
simply not true that the United States 
is paying more than its share of this di-
rect contribution program. 

This amendment does not recognize 
the cost-effective benefit the NATO Se-
curity Investment Program provides to 
the United States. The U.S. contrib-
utes less than 16 percent of the funding 
for the NATO Security Investment 
Program, but 44 percent of the loca-
tions for which projects are selected 
benefit U.S. posture locations. 

If the U.S. contributed at the same 
cost share relative to national wealth 
that our allies do, our cost share would 
be 47 percent, rather than the under 16 
percent that we actually pay. 

The United States’ contributions to 
NATO represent only a small portion of 
our defense spending, but the strength 
of the NATO alliance is an outsized and 
irreplaceable part of American na-
tional security. This amendment would 
not even reinvest the funding into 
other priorities. It simply cuts $434 
million. 

As I stated in my opening statement, 
this bill is already a cut of $718 million 
for military construction compared to 
the enacted level from last year. This 
amendment would take the bill further 
in the wrong direction and, if enacted, 
would leave military construction 
funded over a billion dollars less than 
in fiscal year 2024. 

Madam Chair, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to oppose this amendment, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Madam 
Chair, may I inquire as to how much 
time is remaining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Georgia has 3 minutes remaining. 

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Madam 
Chair, the American people are very 
fed up with their hard-earned tax dol-
lars being sent overseas to countries 
all around the world, especially when 
our own border is being completely in-
vaded every single day. 

We don’t have an idea of how many 
millions of people are in this country. 

We know that it is upward of 12 mil-
lion, while some estimates go as high 
as 20 million. Our country is being in-
vaded by people from over 160 countries 
around the world. 

We are talking about criminals, gang 
members, cartels, rapists, murderers. 
All kinds of convicted criminals have 
come into our country and are commit-
ting crimes against Americans. 

Just recently, there was an illegal 
alien monster that was arrested in the 
State of New York by NYPD that was 
released. When he was released, be-
cause the justice system of New York 
did not prosecute him, this monster 
then came to Georgia and murdered 
Laken Riley. These are the types of 
crimes that are happening all over our 
country. 

Just recently, Madam Chair, as I 
heard you speak earlier today about 
two police officers who were killed in 
New York, these are the types of things 
that Americans care about, the crimes 
that are being committed against 
Americans. We are not interested in 
seeing our hard-earned dollars go to 
countries that don’t even meet their 
commitments. 

Over half of the NATO countries have 
not met their pledge to spend at least 
over 2 percent. We are talking about 
countries like France. We are talking 
about countries like Denmark, Ger-
many, Italy, Canada, Turkiye, Spain, 
and many others that are not even pay-
ing and meeting their pledge of spend-
ing at least 2 percent in NATO. 

Yet, America is beyond our pledge. 
We are spending, in 2023, 3.5 percent of 
our GDP, yet we don’t do anything to 
defend our own country and our own 
borders. 

This is why Americans would love to 
see Congress take action, action to 
defund NATO and stop spending hun-
dreds of millions of their hard-earned 
money to defend these foreign coun-
tries while we don’t defend our own 
country and our own people. 

Madam Chair, I urge Congress to vote 
for this amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, may I inquire as to how 
much time is remaining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida has 3 minutes remaining. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I think the sponsor of 
the amendment has shown pretty clear 
evidence that she has no idea what the 
NATO Security Investment Program is 
actually funding. 

We are talking about funding that is 
provided to build infrastructure that 
takes care of our troops who are over-
seas so that we can make sure that we 
invest properly in infrastructure for a 
vast array of training facilities, of na-
tional security facilities, of hangars 
that contain our airplanes, military 
aircraft that costs billions of dollars. 

Everything about what the amend-
ment does actually makes our own 
servicemembers, who are fighting over-
seas to defend our national security in-
terests and to defend our country, less 
safe. 
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I am not sure if the sponsor of the 

amendment has traveled to see our 
military infrastructure around the 
world. I have. 

Oftentimes, when we go as MILCON- 
VA Subcommittee, I have traveled 
with Judge Carter to see some of our 
infrastructure. The appalling condi-
tions in which much of this infrastruc-
ture exists make it so that our service-
members are less safe. 

I have been in hangars in which the 
doors don’t close because they are rust-
ed, and the jury-rigging that our serv-
icemembers have to do to close the 
doors of some hangars to protect our 
very expensive equipment that protects 
our national security interests would 
straighten my hair, and that is not 
easy, Madam Chair. 

We have a responsibility to make 
sure that the infrastructure that we 
fund is in pristine, well-kept condition. 
What the sponsor of the amendment 
would do is decimate our ability to do 
that. That is irresponsible. It is unpa-
triotic. 

We should not support this amend-
ment. Members should vote against it. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Georgia (Ms. GREENE). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I demand a recorded 
vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from Georgia will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 17 OFFERED BY MS. HAGEMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 17 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Madam Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to decommission mileage 
reimbursement kiosks. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN) 
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Madam Chair, I rise 
in support of my amendment No. 17 to 
H.R. 8580, which would prohibit the VA 
from continuing to decommission mile-
age reimbursement kiosks in its facili-
ties nationwide. 

As the age-old saying goes, if it is not 
broke, don’t fix it. Unfortunately, this 
basic premise was disregarded when the 
VA decided to quickly do away with 

mileage reimbursement kiosks at its 
facilities nationwide, which had pre-
viously provided veterans with an easy- 
to-use system to file their beneficiary 
travel reimbursement claims, among 
other key functions. 

These changes were made as part of 
the November 2020 rollout of the VA’s 
new online beneficiary travel self-serv-
ice system, which sought to reform the 
way in which these claims are sub-
mitted and processed. 

Since its introduction, the VA’s new 
system has been plagued with count-
less issues and has ultimately dis-
advantaged a large segment of Amer-
ica’s veterans, such as those who live 
in rural areas, including Wyoming, 
where access to the internet can be 
limited, and our elderly veterans are 
not as familiar with this type of tech-
nology. 

An OIG report from May 2023 high-
lighted that from February 2021 
through July 2022, the new system fell 
short of all four of the VA system per-
formance goals. Initial feedback from 
veterans outside the VA and veteran 
service organizations was never taken 
into account during system develop-
ment. The VA did not provide proper 
training to veterans on how to enter 
claims in the new system until almost 
5 months after the system’s launch. 

Madam Chair, these mistakes are 
simply not acceptable. Combined with 
the removal of the mileage reimburse-
ment kiosks, these foundational flaws 
have resulted in missed reimburse-
ments and increased difficulties for 
America’s veterans. 

While I certainly understand the 
need to streamline and improve upon 
existing systems and processes, mod-
ernization should never come at a neg-
ative cost to any of our veterans who 
have devoted their lives to serving our 
Nation and safeguarding the freedoms 
that we hold dear. 

It is our responsibility, and should 
remain our priority, to do everything 
in our power to ensure our veterans can 
easily access the benefits and care that 
they have rightfully earned. 

Madam Chair, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support my amendment, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1330 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to 
this amendment. CBO has reviewed 
this amendment and has indicated that 
it would have significant budget au-
thority and outlay effects in this year. 
Translate that into English. It means 
that it would cost a lot of money. 

The bill already cuts $6 billion from 
the VA over the last fiscal year. Fur-
thermore, veterans can still receive 
their travel reimbursements online, 
which simplifies the current process 

and the need for hard-copy and in-per-
son submissions, which is cumbersome 
and unnecessary. 

I believe we should let the VA man-
age this process in a way that is effi-
cient and cost-effective. This amend-
ment micromanages the VA on some-
thing that is really not appropriate for 
us to be doing in this bill, and so I 
would urge its opposition. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Madam Chair, I will 
repeat, this is for the benefit of our 
veterans. This is a program that was 
not properly rolled out, and our vet-
erans are the ones who have suffered as 
a consequence. They are the ones who 
have given their lives and their dedica-
tion to protecting our freedoms. 

It is critically important that we 
make sure that we make it as easy as 
possible, as streamlined as possible for 
them to be able to seek the reimburse-
ment that they are entitled to. These 
kiosks have been effective in doing 
that. Until there is an alternative that 
can replace the kiosks, we should not 
be decommissioning them. 

Madam Chair, I urge adoption of this 
amendment, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. LOIS 
FRANKEL), my neighbor slightly to the 
north and a member of the Appropria-
tions Committee. 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. 
Madam Chair, I thank my colleague, 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for her 
fine work. 

Madam Chair, I am the proud mother 
of a United States war veteran, so I un-
derstand the risks that our brave men 
and women in uniform take for our 
freedom. 

It saddens me to say: My, my, my, 
here we go again. Republicans are 
interfering with a woman’s freedom to 
decide whether or when to start or 
grow a family. This time they are 
going after the women who have served 
our country in uniform. 

This bill includes provisions that not 
only cruelly restrict access to abortion 
but eliminate abortion counseling at 
the VA altogether, impacting nearly 1 
million veterans of childbearing age. 

Madam Chair, I hope we can all agree 
that we owe our veterans nothing less 
than our full support to help them 
maintain their health and well-being. 
These proposed changes in this bill are 
not just a rollback of medical rights; 
they are a profound failure to stand by 
our veterans and a betrayal to honor 
our commitment to them. 

I cannot support this bill because of 
some of these provisions, including this 
one, and I urge my colleagues to vote 
against it. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Madam Chair, I 
don’t think that there is anything that 
epitomizes more the Democrats’ obses-
sion with abortion than bringing that 
issue in relation to an amendment as 
to whether the VA should be allowed to 
decommission kiosks for mileage reim-
bursement for our veterans. 
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The fact that that is the only issue 

that they are able to address when try-
ing to find a way to make sure that our 
veterans are able to be properly reim-
bursed for the expenses that they incur 
just, I think, is a reflection on the 
Democratic Party as a whole right 
now. They are not even capable of dis-
cussing anything other than abortion, 
even when the amendment has nothing 
to do with that particular topic. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, as I said, I rise in opposi-
tion to this amendment, particularly 
because CBO says that the cost of actu-
ally implementing this would be astro-
nomical, and the majority is already 
cutting $6 billion out of this bill, so I 
don’t understand how they would ex-
pect VA to pay for what this proposal 
would require. We are micromanaging 
the VA when we should be allowing 
them to manage this process in a way 
that they think is most efficient and 
cost-effective. I oppose the amendment 
and yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Wyoming (Ms. 
HAGEMAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 18 OFFERED BY MR. JAMES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 18 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. JAMES. Madam Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 34, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $3,250,000) (reduced by 
$3,250,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. JAMES) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

Mr. JAMES. Madam Chair, I rise in 
support of my amendment, an effort to 
bring a mobile medical unit and/or 
community-based outpatient clinic to 
my district, Michigan’s 10th Congres-
sional District. 

There was a recent announcement 
from the VA that mobile medical units 
are coming to Arizona and Texas. I be-
lieve there is also a very high demand 
for them in Michigan. Many veterans, 
particularly those who served in Korea 
and Vietnam in my district have come 
to me directly, whether at the VFW 
Post 6691 in Fraser, Michigan, where I 
am now a member, or just recently at 
the Memorial Day parade in Sterling 
Heights about the need to have greater 
access to healthcare facilities for those 
who may be declining in their mobility 
as they age. 

Currently, many veterans in Macomb 
County have to travel too far and too 
long to get the services they deserve. It 
is for this reason that we need to bring 

one closer to home, directly where they 
are needed most. 

While the Dingell VA has made some 
strides to improve healthcare for vet-
erans in the metro Detroit area, there 
is still a great deal of work to be done. 
I heard from women veterans, in par-
ticular, in my district office about the 
need to have more choice and better 
quality of services but also about staff 
turnover rate that is affecting their 
quality of care. Community-based out-
patient clinics and mobile medical 
units are a path toward allowing vet-
erans to get more specialized, local- 
based care in a manner that they have 
very much earned. 

As we commemorate the 80th anni-
versary of D-Day this week, we honor 
the brave American soldiers who 
fought our Nation’s wars abroad so we 
may enjoy the privileges of freedom at 
home. As someone who served in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom myself, I believe 
that their sacrifices should be honored 
through our work here in Congress. 

I know firsthand about the transition 
from military life to civilian life. It is 
not easy. The least we can do is make 
VA healthcare more available and ac-
cessible to our veterans. My amend-
ment will further these aims through 
funding for facilities like mobile med-
ical units and community-based out-
patient clinics. I implore my col-
leagues to support my amendment, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition, although I am not opposed to 
the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Chair, this amendment is non-
controversial. I do not oppose it. It 
supports community-based outpatient 
clinics and mobile medical units. I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. JAMES. Madam Chair, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. JAMES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 19 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS 

OF VIRGINIA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 19 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as 
follows: 

Page 9, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Mrs. KIGGANS) 
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The gentlewoman is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, I represent a district that over 
90,000 Active-Duty military members 
and their families call home. As a 
former Navy helicopter pilot, military 
spouse, and now mom to children who 
serve, I am proud to be a voice for our 
military community here in Congress. 

One of the aspects I am most pas-
sionate about advocating for is improv-
ing their quality of life, particularly 
their living conditions. To put it plain-
ly, housing for our single, unaccom-
panied servicemembers is abysmal, and 
it is completely unacceptable. 

In September 2023, the United States 
Government Accountability Office 
found a variety of living conditions 
were negatively affecting servicemem-
bers’ quality of life, such as sewage 
overflow, mold and mildew, broken 
windows and locks. I have seen it for 
myself and so has my staff. 

The week I was sworn into office, I 
took my entire team to Virginia Beach 
and drove them around Naval Air Sta-
tion Oceana to show them the condi-
tions we ask our unaccompanied sail-
ors to live in. We visited condemned 
barracks and other barracks that were 
decades old and had very little mainte-
nance and upkeep. We saw rusted bath-
rooms, moldy ceilings, and dirty car-
pets. 

To think of the conditions that we 
ask these often young, unaccompanied 
sailors to live in, I think of college 
dorms. I am also a mom to four chil-
dren who are college aged, and we have 
done many college tours recently and 
visiting dormitories on campuses. See-
ing the differences in where we are 
housing college-aged students and 
knowing what those kids do a lot of 
nights a week, and looking at where we 
are housing our unaccompanied serv-
icemembers, knowing what we ask of 
those young people, it was a stark con-
trast and stark difference. 

Our young men and women in uni-
form put their lives on the line for our 
country. It is only right to provide 
them with the quality of life deserving 
of their service and sacrifice. It is infu-
riating to me that we have not pro-
vided better for them. 

Given the overall success of the mili-
tary housing privatization initiative 
for military family housing and our 
current budgetary constraints, we need 
to think outside the box about housing 
solutions for our unaccompanied serv-
icemembers. 

That is why I am offering this 
amendment to encourage the approval 
and development of privatized housing 
for unaccompanied servicemembers, 
like the ones we have right now in 
Hampton Roads and San Diego. We 
cannot allow bureaucratic delays and 
fragmented approaches by the different 
services to hamper our efforts to fix 
problems plaguing our barracks on 
bases across the country. 

We can and must work together to 
create better living conditions and 
housing options for those who serve. I 
want my children and their peers to be 
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proud of their Navy just like I was 
when I served. 

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to support 
this amendment, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition to the gentlewoman’s amend-
ment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, the gentlewoman’s 
amendment is bewildering to me. I un-
derstand and agree with the frustration 
toward the deficiencies in housing for 
our servicemembers, including unac-
companied housing, but a GAO report 
last year highlighted the horrible con-
ditions of some military unaccom-
panied housing and inadequate over-
sight from the military services. 

While the services are taking some 
steps to address these deficiencies, our 
subcommittee has remained focused on 
a bipartisan basis of addressing this 
issue. Privatization of unaccompanied 
housing is not a universal answer to 
these problems, and it should not be a 
first option. While the services are ex-
ploring pilot projects for unaccom-
panied barracks, the feedback that our 
subcommittee has heard in hearings 
this year is that the services do not 
view privatization as an answer to this 
problem in all or even most cases. 

We don’t have to look far to see how 
privatization can go horribly wrong. 
Privatized family housing has resulted 
in persistent, unacceptable conditions 
for many military families, including 
houses with mold, improperly ad-
dressed lead paint, untimely mainte-
nance, and companies which have not 
been responsive to their concerns. 

Why? Because even the fines that are 
levied once these private companies 
are held accountable are just a round-
ing error for these multinational cor-
porations who really don’t have to 
worry about whether they can afford 
the accountability that is meted out 
from their neglect. 

Oversight of privatized family hous-
ing remains a major issue to this day. 
Even when privatization may result in 
better housing conditions now, it is not 
a solution if companies don’t properly 
maintain these facilities for the full 
life cycle like they have neglected to 
do for family housing. 

Sure, if you have a private company 
build a private barracks now, it is pris-
tine and new, and has nothing wrong 
with it, but with the neglect that is the 
track record of these private compa-
nies, down the road we are going to end 
up potentially in the same boat. 

b 1345 

We cannot repeat the mistakes of the 
past. There may be specific instances 
where privatized unaccompanied hous-
ing can be part of a holistic plan by the 
services to address the deficiencies of 
unaccompanied housing, but it is not 

and should not be the whole solution. 
That is where this amendment takes 
us. 

We should not repeat the privatized 
housing horror stories of the past or 
waste untold millions more in critical 
taxpayer dollars on privatized housing 
schemes. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to op-
pose this amendment, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, I disagree with my colleague. 
Privatization is one solution, and pri-
vatization of family housing has come 
a long way. 

Is it perfect, no, but it is a step in the 
right direction, and it is certainly a lot 
better than what we used to have, 
which was simply the defense budget 
and the government running all of fam-
ily housing. 

Family housing has come a long way 
since we have privatized it. There is a 
lot of oversight needed, and Congress 
needs to continue to provide the over-
sight so that we have the best family 
housing available for our military fam-
ilies who serve right along with our Ac-
tive-Duty servicemen and -women. 

Privatization is one way that we can 
think outside the box. The defense 
budget is always inadequate. We just 
don’t have the amount of money that 
it takes to refurbish and redo all of the 
unaccompanied housing, all of the bar-
racks that we have seen and that were 
listed in that scathing GAO report that 
came out. It is one solution. 

Right now, we just have two. We have 
one in Norfolk and one in San Diego. 
We have two models of privatization. 

Having visited the one in Norfolk, it 
is amazing to see the quality-of-life dif-
ferences. They have private bedrooms. 
They have a communal kitchen that 
has actual spaces for them to make nu-
tritious meals. 

We have things like a gym. There is 
a pool and even a Jacuzzi and basket-
ball courts. There is a theater room. 
There is a library. 

There is plenty that offers the good 
quality of life that we know our serv-
icemen and -women need, especially 
when they come home after a long de-
ployment or after a long working day. 

Those are the things that we can pro-
vide in privatized housing. Is it a per-
fect solution, no, but it is a way to aug-
ment what we have right now, and it is 
certainly a step in the right direction. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, the difference between 
the gentlewoman’s approach and ours 
is that we believe that the services 
should continue to be able to take a 
measured approach to whether or not 
using privatized unaccompanied hous-
ing is appropriate and whether or not, 
as the gentlewoman’s amendment 
would do, encourage the services to go 
to privatization for unaccompanied 
housing. 

We see the track record that is unfet-
tered. Going forward on privatizing 

housing has not gone well, and it has 
been expensive, costly, and it has also 
contributed to the problem that we are 
having with retention of our service-
members. 

We have heard testimony over the 
last few years from servicemembers 
who have been in neglected privatized 
family housing, and it has caused many 
of the servicemembers to throw the 
towel in and just say: You know what? 
I wanted to make a career out of being 
in the military, but obviously the serv-
ices don’t care about me and don’t care 
about my family or exposing my chil-
dren to lead paint, mold, and other 
really serious problems. 

We are not at a point where we 
should be encouraging privatization of 
housing. We should allow the services 
to take a measured approach to pursue 
privatized unaccompanied housing 
when they think it is appropriate and 
make sure that there is appropriate ac-
countability in place, which this 
amendment doesn’t ensure. 

I would urge Members to vote against 
it, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MAST). 

Mr. MAST. Madam Chair, the argu-
ment here against privatized housing 
for people in the military is if you 
allow somebody to put their private 
dollars into it, then down the road it 
may turn into what the government 
has allowed the housing to turn into, 
which would be terrible. We shouldn’t 
let a private entity oversee the housing 
because it may turn into what the gov-
ernment has allowed housing to be for 
our servicemembers. 

That argument holds no water, 
makes absolutely no sense, and I would 
put my money on the private entities 
taking better care of their investment 
than how the government takes care of 
an investment that is paid for by the 
ambiguous tax dollars of people across 
the country any day of the week. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Virginia (Mrs. 
KIGGANS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 20 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS 

OF VIRGINIA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 20 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Mrs. KIGGANS) 
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and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Virginia. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, as a daughter of a veteran, the 
wife of a veteran, as a veteran myself, 
it is particularly important to me that 
our country keeps its promises to those 
who served. 

Virginia’s Second District is home to 
one of the highest populations of vet-
erans in the country. An estimated 
90,000 veterans live not within our bor-
ders but across the ocean in U.S. terri-
tories and Freely Associated States 
such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and other 
islands across the Pacific. 

We are responsible for providing care 
to all veterans, including those that re-
side within U.S. territories and Freely 
Associated States. 

However, there is evidence that VA’s 
estimate of the number of veterans liv-
ing in these areas is far too low, and 
the Government Accountability Office 
has consistently criticized the model 
used by the VA to make these esti-
mates. 

This prevents the VA from allocating 
sufficient resources to serve those vet-
erans, leading to gaps in care. 

In addition, the VA does not have 
community care network providers in 
the Freely Associated States and lim-
ited local options for medical care, and 
healthcare is often only available after 
traveling by plane. 

Most veterans who live in one of the 
Freely Associated States do not qualify 
for the VA travel benefits program, 
even though the closest VA clinic is 
sometimes thousands of miles away on 
another island. 

VA care in these areas does not live 
up to its promise. I urge the VA to 
maintain and expand services available 
to these veterans, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition, although I am not opposed to 
the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Chair, I will address the tail 
end of the previous colleague’s com-
ments that represented a fundamental 
misunderstanding of the way privatized 
military housing works. 

The privatized companies aren’t tak-
ing over housing that the government 
built. They actually enter into a con-
tract with the military, and they build 
the housing brand new themselves. 

The problem is that for decades, they 
have neglected it. They have neglected 
the housing. They are terrible about 
follow-up on maintenance and making 
sure that the housing is well cared for. 
They are leaving people in mold, filth, 
vermin, and lead paint, and it is unac-
ceptable. 

Let’s just be clear that the gentle-
man’s reference to privatized compa-
nies coming and rescuing government 
housing that has declined is not cor-
rect. 

The privatized family housing pro-
gram and the barracks are new con-
struction that the privatized compa-
nies build, and then they neglect tak-
ing care of it and neglect taking care of 
our servicemembers, which is why we 
need to be careful about our approach 
in the future to privatized family hous-
ing and privatized housing for unac-
companied servicemembers. 

This amendment is not controversial, 
and I am not opposed to it. It supports 
medical care for veterans who reside in 
U.S. territories and Freely Associated 
States, which both Mr. CARTER and I 
have gone together to see and to com-
municate about. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam 
Chair, just to close, again, about the 
privatization of housing. To look at 
and to compare and to enter both fa-
cilities, those that are privatized, and 
those that are purely funded by the De-
partment of Defense, is it perfect, no, 
but it is a heck of a lot better than the 
current conditions that we have our 
unaccompanied servicemembers living 
in right now. 

There are stark differences in those 
two pathways of life. I cannot speak 
more favorably to the privatized 
model. Again, is it perfect, no. Is there 
a lot of accountability and oversight 
that needs to happen, yes. 

That contract process could probably 
be perfected and worked on. That is 
something that I think is in the re-
sponsibility of Congress. 

We need to make sure that we have a 
contract with those privatized compa-
nies who also have reputations on the 
line so they are not just building and 
forgetting about those housing situa-
tions. They have reputations too, and 
they want to take care of our service-
members. 

In reality, what is happening in the 
two models we currently have in San 
Diego and Norfolk is a stark contrast 
to the DOD-funded, DOD-built, and 
DOD-supervised housing that we cur-
rently see on base, and I can’t think of 
a better direction for our servicemem-
bers. 

As far as the VA carrying U.S. terri-
tories and Freely Associated States, I 
again encourage my colleagues to sup-
port this amendment. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. MOLINARO). 
The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Mrs. KIGGANS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS 

OF VIRGINIA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 21 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Mrs. KIGGANS) 
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Virginia. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chair, I had the honor of growing up in 
a family with a strong history of serv-
ice to our country. 

My grandfather served in the Navy in 
World War II. My father served as a 
United States Army Green Beret in 
Vietnam and later served in the Army 
Reserves. 

I spent some of the best years of my 
life in the Navy as a helicopter pilot 
with many members who became like 
family to me. 

As a third-generation veteran, the 
wife of a veteran, and a mother of fu-
ture veterans, I know how important it 
is to take care of our men and women 
in uniform after they return home 
from service. 

Unfortunately, these issues sur-
rounding mental health are a complex 
and unfortunate challenge for many of 
our Nation’s heroes. 

Since 9/11, it is estimated that over 
30,000 Active-Duty servicemembers and 
veterans have died by suicide. Most 
statistics average approximately 20 a 
day. 

This is four times more than the 
number of servicemembers killed in 
combat during the global war on ter-
ror. 

We have the responsibility to provide 
those who have served our country 
with the medical care, including the 
mental health care and support that 
they deserve. 

While the VA has expanded their sui-
cide outreach and mental health initia-
tives, there is more work to be done. 
We cannot allow the men and women 
who have served our country to slip 
through the cracks. We can and we 
must do better. 

That is why I have offered this 
amendment, to ensure the VA fully 
funds and effectively executes mental 
health care programs with a special 
emphasis on suicide prevention and 
outreach. 

Returning home from combat and 
transitioning to civilian life is often 
extremely difficult for our servicemem-
bers. 

Access to programs and resources for 
suicide prevention can help those who 
are struggling and ultimately save 
lives. We must protect our veterans, 
just as they have protected us. I urge 
my colleagues to stand up for veterans 
and vote in favor of my amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chairman, I claim the time in opposi-
tion, although I am not opposed to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chairman, I really would invite the 
gentlewoman from Virginia to take a 
tour of some of our privatized military 
family housing where she would have 
an opportunity to see that it is not bet-
ter. 

We have established some layer of 
oversight at the military service level, 
but we have really decrepit conditions 
that still exist. 

There are some beginning improve-
ments, but there are millions of dollars 
in fines that privatized military family 
housing companies have had to pay be-
cause of their neglect. 

Like I said, encouraging more 
privatized housing for our unaccom-
panied servicemembers should be done 
in a selectful, choiceful way, not just 
encouraging it to occur across all of 
our services. 

This amendment is noncontroversial, 
and I am not opposed to it. It supports 
mental health care programs with an 
emphasis on suicide prevention. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chairman, just to clarify, there is a 
stark difference between family 
privatized housing and unaccompanied 
privatized housing for our single serv-
icemembers. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR (Mr. EDWARDS). 

The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Mrs. KIGGANS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

b 1400 

AMENDMENT NO. 22 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS 
OF VIRGINIA 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 22 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 24, line 22, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Mrs. KIGGANS) 
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Virginia. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chair, I represent a military-heavy dis-
trict with five bases, and all of those 
installations have buildings that are in 
disrepair or condemned. I am shocked 
at some of the conditions I see on the 

military bases in my district. I drive 
around, and it is disheartening to see 
the buildings that are in disrepair, that 
are falling apart, and that are eyesores. 

I have driven in family housing 
where right across the street will be an 
empty, old BOQ building that will have 
the doors swinging open and the cur-
tains blowing in the breeze from win-
dows that are broken and refrigerators 
sitting with their doors ajar out in the 
hallways. These are buildings that are 
awaiting demolition that sit literally 
for years and are eyesores. We haven’t 
prioritized demolition projects on 
these bases. 

When I think about recruitment and 
retention for our all-volunteer force, I 
worry about those impressions that we 
are leaving with other families, with 
our military families and Active-Duty 
servicemen and -women that are driv-
ing through bases. 

Not prioritizing military demolition 
projects has created safety issues di-
rectly affecting the quality of life and 
quality of service of our military per-
sonnel, their families, and surrounding 
communities. Poor conditions on mili-
tary bases can hamper operational effi-
ciency and readiness. Condemned 
buildings may restrict space for train-
ing, maintenance, and equipment stor-
age. Lack of suitable facilities can 
delay operations, hinder training exer-
cises, and impact the overall effective-
ness of military units stationed on the 
base. 

My amendment would ensure the De-
partment of Defense allocates addi-
tional funding specifically for the dem-
olition of condemned buildings on mili-
tary installations. If we recognize the 
importance of maintaining and improv-
ing our installation infrastructure, we 
can ensure that we don’t deter poten-
tial recruits and impact retention 
rates. 

Servicemembers and their families 
may be reluctant to stay in such envi-
ronments, affecting the overall 
strength and morale of the military 
community. My amendment would en-
sure the necessary resources are avail-
able to carry out the demolition 
projects efficiently and safely by re-
ducing bureaucratic red tape and expe-
diting the review and approval of dem-
olition plans. It is crucial to address 
and improve these poor conditions to 
ensure the well-being of military per-
sonnel. 

I can’t overstate that when we are so 
focused on recruitment, retention, and 
quality of life, when I get in my 
minivan and I drive around bases and 
see buildings that are falling apart, 
that are dilapidated, that have broken 
glass, broken doors, those are eyesores. 
I think of what kind of impression that 
leaves on a person who is a new recruit 
right out of boot camp who shows up 
on a base and drives through a series of 
these buildings that are due to be de-
molished, but we can’t get that done. 
When we call, when we pick up the 
phone and ask base leadership, they 
say it is going to be several years from 

now. I have to look at that building or 
other members of the service and their 
families have to look at those build-
ings on their drive to and from work, 
on their drives to and from com-
missaries or to and from their jobs. We 
have to do better for our servicemen 
and -women. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
help make our military installations 
more appealing and safer for members 
of our armed services and to vote in 
favor of my amendment. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I claim the time in opposition to 
the amendment, although I am not op-
posed to it. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chairman, this amendment is non-
controversial, and I am not opposed to 
it. It encourages the Navy and Marine 
Corps to effectively use its demolition 
funding. I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chair, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Virginia (Mrs. 
KIGGANS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chair, I rise as the designee of the gen-
tlewoman from Connecticut, and I 
move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I rise to oppose the various 
harmful policy riders included in this 
bill. 

Specifically, there are two sets of 
riders that I believe are the most poi-
sonous. First, section 255 would pro-
hibit the VA from implementing a rule 
on abortions, essentially making it the 
law that a woman veteran has to be 
dying in order to have access to an 
abortion. Never mind if an abortion is 
in the best medical interest of the vet-
eran, this rider ignores that harsh but 
brutal reality that some veterans will 
face. It further limits women’s access 
to reproductive care by prohibiting the 
VA from offering abortion counseling 
and making it more difficult for 
women veterans to access abortion 
services. 

Many of our Republican colleagues 
are obsessed with adopting a national 
abortion ban, and their fanatic compul-
sion to control women’s bodies will ap-
parently spare no one, even if it means 
stealing away reproductive freedoms of 
the brave veterans who served to pro-
tect every last one of our freedoms. 

This radical agenda is so out of sync 
with Americans’ political mainstream, 
most self-described Republicans across 
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the country don’t support it. It cer-
tainly should not be poisoning this his-
torically bipartisan bill that our vet-
erans and servicemembers desperately 
count on. 

Further, sections 256, 257, and 416 are 
discriminatory riders against our 
LGBTQI+ community. The riders block 
gender-affirming care, limit the ability 
to fly the Pride flag at VA facilities, 
and create a license to discriminate 
against the LGBTQI+ community 
under the guise of religious freedom. 

I was proud to sponsor amendments, 
joined by some of my Democratic col-
leagues, that would have stricken these 
provisions, but the majority blocked 
those amendments from receiving a 
vote. 

Like the assaults on women’s bodies, 
these extremist attacks undermine the 
basic tenets of equality and inclusivity 
at the very heart of our democratic 
values. 

The VA should be welcoming and in-
clusive for everyone who volunteers to 
sacrifice and serve our Nation, not just 
some of them. 

I single out these two particularly 
odious sets of riders, because unlike 
many of the genuine policy differences 
that we will have today, these are both 
especially cruel, discriminatory, and 
destined to shrivel under the unfor-
giving light of time and history. 

We should all be uniting to ensure 
that veterans can find jobs, feed their 
families, keep roofs over their heads, 
and get the care they deserve, not di-
viding and politicizing their personal 
and medical decisions. 

For these reasons, at the appropriate 
time, I will offer a motion to recommit 
this bill back to committee. If the 
House rules permitted, I would have of-
fered the motion with an important 
amendment to this bill. My amend-
ment would strike the harmful provi-
sions I just described for you. 

Mr. Chair, I include in the RECORD 
the text of my amendment. 

Ms. Wasserman Schultz moves to recom-
mit the bill H.R. 8580 to the Committee on 
Appropriations with the following amend-
ment: 

Strike sections 255, 256, 257, and 416. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I hope my colleagues will join 
me in voting for the motion to recom-
mit, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

AMENDMENT NO. 28 OFFERED BY MR. MAST 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 28 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title) insert the following: 

SEC. 419. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs in this Act may be used 
to enforce Veterans Health Directive 1315 as 
it relates to— 

(1) the policy stating that ‘‘VHA providers 
are prohibited from completing forms or reg-
istering Veterans for participation in a 
State-approved marijuana program’’; 

(2) the directive for the ‘‘Deputy Under 
Secretary for Health for Operations and 
Management’’ to ensure that ‘‘medical facil-
ity Directors are aware that it is VHA policy 
for providers to assess Veteran use of mari-
juana but providers are prohibited from rec-
ommending, making referrals to or com-
pleting paperwork for Veteran participation 
in State marijuana programs’’; and 

(3) the directive for the ‘‘VA Medical Facil-
ity Director’’ to ensure that ‘‘VA facility 
staff are aware of the following’’ ‘‘[t]he pro-
hibition on recommending, making referrals 
to or completing forms and registering Vet-
erans for participation in State-approved 
marijuana programs’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. MAST) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Chair, I rise today to 
discuss this bipartisan amendment to 
ensure that veterans have access to 
every tool possible when it comes to 
healing from both the visible and the 
invisible wounds of war and service. 
That could be trouble sleeping. It could 
be physical pain. It could be some dis-
ease that you get from something you 
were exposed to in war, a cancer that 
you contracted. It could be an addic-
tion. It could just be finding peace in 
your life. That tool that we are specifi-
cally speaking about today is cannabis. 

My proposed amendment, I believe, is 
common sense. It allows doctors in the 
VA, those who deal with veterans, to 
give advice to their veteran patients. 
That seems simple enough, but under 
the status quo, VA doctors are limited 
in essential treatment options that 
they can offer to their patients, treat-
ments that patients who are not vet-
erans can readily access in many 
States. 

This amendment would allow doctors 
to discuss cannabis as a treatment op-
tion with their patients. It would allow 
doctors to help those patients fill out 
paperwork that authorizes medical use 
of cannabis. It would allow those doc-
tors to help weigh cannabis when 
choosing whether other medical op-
tions may be the best fit for that indi-
vidual veteran. 

When I woke up in Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center after being injured in 
Afghanistan, I was on a laundry list of 
medications. It was a shock to me. I 
was on sleep sedatives, 
antidepressants, anti-inflammatories, 
and probably half a dozen different, 
very serious narcotic painkillers. When 
I woke up and became aware of all of 
this, I quit those things cold turkey. I 
was lucky that I was able to do that. 
Most veterans that I have encountered 
were not able to do that. Many, unfor-
tunately, suffered addiction after-
wards. 

A few years ago, I met a former mem-
ber of Navy SEAL Team 6. He was in a 
helicopter crash that resulted in cata-
strophic injuries. After countless sur-

geries, he found himself addicted to 
opioids that he was prescribed for sleep 
and pain management. He was never 
given an alternative to those drugs, 
and, ultimately, it was cannabis for 
him that allowed him to break free of 
that addiction and manage his pain 
without opioids. However, he has never 
been able to discuss cannabis with his 
doctor at the VA for fear of repercus-
sions. He couldn’t talk to his doctor 
about it. 

His story isn’t unique. There are tens 
of thousands of veterans for whom can-
nabis may be a better alternative if 
they could discuss it. 

According to a survey in the Amer-
ican Journal of Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse, 50 percent of veterans who use 
cannabis said that they used it in place 
of prescription medication, but they 
are forced to hide their use and self- 
medicate because VA physicians are 
hamstrung from discussing it as a via-
ble option. 

Beyond the veteran population, the 
Nation is turning the page on how we 
think about cannabis. It has become a 
key part of the medical system in more 
than 30 States. It offers law-abiding 
Americans a low-cost and safe option. 

I say we should not keep those who 
fought for our country from accessing 
what is proven to be a critical tool for 
pain management. It is time for 
change. Veterans deserve to have ac-
cess to every possible tool and the best 
medical options available and the best 
possible medical advice by their doc-
tors. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, I 
seek the time in opposition to the 
amendment, although I am not opposed 
to it. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman from Oregon is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, I 

deeply appreciate the opportunity to 
join my friends Representatives MAST, 
LEE, and JOYCE in supporting this 
amendment. 

Mr. MAST talked about the necessity 
of providing our veterans with the best 
possible treatment. I have heard from 
veterans across the country how med-
ical cannabis fills a critical need. 
There is less long-term harm and more 
opportunities to be able to meet, as he 
said, the wounds of war, seen and un-
seen. 

This is ironic. The rest of the Federal 
Government is moving toward the rec-
ognition of the long overdue need to re-
schedule cannabis. The Department of 
Health and Human Services and the 
Department of Justice are soon going 
to reschedule cannabis to schedule III, 
recognizing that it has medicinal value 
and recognizing the opportunities for 
more research activities. At the same 
time, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs is stuck in the past. As my friend 
mentioned, this poses problems for vet-
erans who cannot seek help from their 
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own physicians to get guidance and 
counseling for things where medical 
cannabis would make a difference for 
them. 

The rest of America has recognized 
the value of medical cannabis. Thirty- 
eight States have approved it. As I 
said, where the rest of the Federal Gov-
ernment is moving toward resched-
uling, it is unfortunate that the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs is trapped 
in time, not giving veterans the full 
benefit of medical cannabis. It is ironic 
because for a time they were handing 
out opioids like Tic Tacs and have 
erred on the side of overcaution dealing 
with medical cannabis. 

Mr. Chair, I urge strongly the ap-
proval of this amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Chair, I will add a lit-
tle bit to what he just said. 

He is absolutely correct, my col-
league, in saying that there was a time 
when veterans were handed opioids in 
bags. They were given recurring pre-
scriptions. There was a time that I had 
drawers full of OxyContin just because 
the prescription kept getting refilled. I 
literally never used one, but they kept 
giving me more and more. At the same 
time, you are not allowed to discuss 
cannabis with your doctor, not do the 
paperwork with your doctor, not be 
able to find out if it is the best option 
or the worst option but really not be 
able to be benefited by your doctor and 
the advice they could offer on this. As 
we both said, it is definitely time to 
turn the page on this issue. I thank my 
colleague for his work on this issue, as 
well. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

b 1415 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, I 
deeply appreciate the leadership of my 
friend from Florida, and his personal 
experience adds particular impact to 
his leadership on this. 

Another tireless champion for ration-
al cannabis reform is Congresswoman 
BARBARA LEE, with whom I have been 
pleased to partner for years now with 
the Congressional Cannabis Caucus in 
moving on a series of reform proposals. 
She is a tireless champion. She will be 
missed in Congress in the future, but 
luckily, we have her here now. 

Mr. Chair, I yield such time as she 
may consume to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LEE) to share her in-
sights and her wisdom. 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Chair, I 
thank the gentleman from Oregon for 
his gracious comments and for his 
friendship, his support, and his tremen-
dous leadership. I look forward to 
working with the gentleman also in the 
next chapter of our lives to make sure 
that all of our efforts around cannabis 
are passed and signed into law. 

I thank Mr. MAST, Mr. JOYCE, and all 
who have allowed us to work, again, in 
a bipartisan way to make it easier for 
veterans to access medical cannabis in 
States where it is legal. 

Mr. Chair, this amendment would au-
thorize VA physicians to provide rec-
ommendations and opinions regarding 
the use of medical cannabis to veterans 
who live in States with existing med-
ical programs. 

Millions of American veterans suffer 
from, for example, mental health con-
ditions stemming from their service. 
Moreover, of the nearly 1 million vet-
erans who receive opioids to treat pain-
ful conditions, more than one-half con-
tinue to consume beyond 90 days, con-
tributing massively to the dispropor-
tionate overdose and suicide rates im-
pacting veterans. 

As we continue experiencing the 
throes of the opioid crisis ravaging 
communities across the country, from 
urban centers to rural areas, the hands 
of VA physicians should not be tied 
when it comes to advising around med-
ical treatments that are scientifically 
proven to be less harmful and less ad-
dictive, like State-legal medical mari-
juana. 

I am the daughter of a veteran of two 
wars. He would have been helped tre-
mendously with many of his health 
issues had he been able to explore med-
ical cannabis options with his VA phy-
sicians. I saw him go through wanting 
to explore all of these options, but he 
could not. 

In his memory, Garvin A. Tutt, who 
was part of the 92nd Battalion in Italy 
supporting the Normandy invasion, I 
am proud to co-lead this amendment. 

I thank all the co-chairs of the Con-
gressional Cannabis Caucus. I thank 
Ranking Member DEBBIE WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ and, of course, Mr. JOYCE for 
their leadership and partnership on 
this. 

Mr. Chair, I urge our colleagues to 
support this bipartisan amendment 
that would benefit our armed services 
members. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MAST). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
demand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Florida will be 
postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 29 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 29 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chairman, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000) (reduced by 
$10,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 

from New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chairman, with-
out question, this Nation owes enor-
mous gratitude to the men and women 
who served and returned home. So 
many of them carry with them both 
physical and mental health injuries as 
they return home. We are compelled to 
do more to provide for mental health 
treatment. 

My amendment, amendment No. 29, 
highlights the importance of the Vet-
erans Health Administration Office of 
Mental Health’s role in assisting vet-
erans across America, those living with 
intellectual and developmental dis-
ability and those living with mental 
health and substance use disorder chal-
lenges. 

In August 2023 alone, 5.3 million vet-
erans had a service-related disability, 
and that number, as we know, con-
tinues to grow. They are susceptible to 
debilitating illnesses, including PTSD, 
depression, and traumatic brain inju-
ries. They also remain at high risk of 
opioid use disorder. 

Veterans, without question, need our 
support. Their quality of life depends 
on access to effective and high-quality 
medical treatment services, and we 
must all come together to bolster the 
VHA’s ability to care for our veterans’ 
physical and mental health needs. 
Whether in rural centers or urban com-
munities, it is necessary to broaden the 
capacity and response to those vet-
erans living with intellectual, physical, 
or developmental disabilities and those 
addressing mental health and sub-
stance use disorders. 

Mr. Chairman, I certainly thank my 
colleagues for bringing forth the 
amendment today. I ask my colleagues 
to support this amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chairman, I claim the time in opposi-
tion to the amendment, even though I 
am not opposed to it. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chairman, this amendment is non-
controversial, and I am not opposed to 
it. It assists veterans with disabilities 
and mental health and substance abuse 
challenges. We support it, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my colleagues for their support, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 31 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 31 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 
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Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an 

amendment at the desk. 
The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 

designate the amendment. 
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows: 
Page 28, line 25, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, our vet-
erans deserve the very best. It is our 
job to make sure they get it. 

That is why we are here during 
amendment debate to ensure that their 
needs continue to be met after their 
honorable and heroic service to the Na-
tion. 

The underlying bill appropriates $320 
million to the VA Housing Benefit Pro-
gram Fund for administrative expenses 
to carry out the direct and guaranteed 
loan programs. 

As many of my colleagues know, the 
VA loan program guarantees loans 
made to servicemembers, veterans, re-
servists, and single surviving spouses 
for the purchase of homes. 

As veterans navigate the often cum-
bersome process of buying a home, 
they should have access to as much in-
formation as possible that will enable 
them to make the best financial deci-
sions for their families. That is all this 
amendment does. 

If the VA accepted this recommenda-
tion, this amendment would ensure 
that $1 million of the total administra-
tive expenses funds appropriated for 
the home loan program can be used for 
the development of improved informa-
tion materials regarding the relative 
benefits of a VA home loan versus 
other types of housing loans for pro-
spective buyers. 

This is simply a reflection of the fact 
that while a VA home loan is often the 
right choice for veterans who are try-
ing to buy a home, the benefits may 
not be as clearly presented as they go 
through the process. If a VA loan would 
be better, then the veteran should 
know it. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition, although I am not opposed to 
the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR (Ms. FOXX). With-
out objection, the gentlewoman from 
Florida is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Chair, this amendment is non-
controversial, and I am not opposed to 
it. It supports the VA home loan pro-
gram, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I thank 
my colleague for her support. 

Again, all we are trying to do here is 
make sure that our veterans who have 

committed their lives and sacrificed 
for our country have information as 
they are trying to provide for their 
families. We have made promises, so 
this is promise made, promise kept. 

Madam Chair, I urge adoption of my 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 32 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 32 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I rise in 
strong support of my amendment to 
prioritize increased support for our vet-
erans suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder, or PTSD. 

The numbers don’t lie and bear re-
peating: Over 20 percent of Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom veterans have received a diag-
nosis of PTSD. Our older veterans are 
also impacted. Over 10 percent of Gulf 
war veterans and 15 percent of Vietnam 
veterans are similarly impacted by this 
cruel diagnosis. 

Unfortunately, current treatments 
do not always meet the needs of our 
veterans suffering from PTSD. There-
fore, it is vital that the Department of 
Veterans Affairs invests more of its re-
sources into any treatment that can 
improve the daily lives of our veterans. 
One of those treatments, SGB therapy, 
has been a cause championed by my 
colleague from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PERRY). 

Madam Chair, I urge adoption of his 
amendment, as well. 

Caring for our soldiers is the top pri-
ority of this Congress, whether Demo-
crat or Republican. This bill proudly 
carries the legacy of the great promise 
from President Lincoln that the United 
States would ‘‘care for him who shall 
have borne the battle.’’ 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I claim the time in oppo-
sition, although I am not opposed to 
the gentleman’s amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Chair, this amendment is non-

controversial, and I am not opposed to 
it. It supports funding for medical serv-
ices for the treatment of PTSD, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I thank 
my colleague for her support. 

PTSD is real. We have veterans suf-
fering from it every single day. ‘‘Prom-
ises Made, Promises Kept,’’ that is our 
oath. 

Madam Chair, I urge adoption of the 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 33 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 33 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 32, line 23, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, with 
many veterans in my family, this is 
something that is near and dear to my 
heart as I have seen members of my 
family having to drive long distances 
to receive care that otherwise could 
have been provided at home. 

I think of my Uncle Keith, who suf-
fered and languished in the hospital 
when he could have passed peacefully 
with his family in his own home. 

VA’s Medical Community Care Pro-
gram allows veterans to get the care 
they need from community providers 
when the VA cannot do so. To com-
plement the VA’s efforts to provide 
medical services to chronically ill or 
disabled veterans through the commu-
nity care program, this amendment en-
sures additional funding specifically 
for in-home healthcare. 

If a disabled veteran would like to re-
ceive medical services from a specific 
VA-approved community provider, and 
it would better facilitate that veteran’s 
care than other medical services, it 
should be a top priority for the VA. 

b 1430 

This is plain and simple, common 
sense, providing the best healthcare for 
those who have sacrificed so much for 
this country, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to 
the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to 
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this amendment because this is yet an-
other attempt at trying to privatize 
veterans’ healthcare. 

Veterans have consistently made it 
clear that they prefer to get their 
healthcare at the VA. That is where 
they are the most comfortable. That is 
where they are served by people who 
have served in the military, as well. It 
is a culture and an environment that 
ensures that veterans are seen and 
treated by people who understand what 
they have been through. 

Multiple studies, in fact, have shown 
that non-VA care generally is of lower 
quality and higher cost. In fact, since 
the enactment of the MISSION Act, 
which was designed to shift patients 
from the Veterans Health Administra-
tion to the private sector, costs have 
exploded. Between fiscal year 2019 and 
fiscal year 2024, costs for medical com-
munity care have grown by over $21 
billion, or almost 140 percent. 

My colleagues across the aisle often 
lament that government spending is 
out of control. I agree that we 
shouldn’t balance our budget on the 
backs of our veterans, but we can take 
reasonable measures to ensure that the 
care that we provide our veterans is 
not only of high quality but is cost ef-
fective. 

We should not be kicking into over-
drive to privatize the healthcare that 
our veterans receive. They wish and 
prefer to have their healthcare pro-
vided for them at the VA. 

This amendment would lead to an ex-
pansion of privatization. For that rea-
son, I oppose the amendment. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, when I 
think about my home State of Ten-
nessee, and particularly Maury County, 
where I reside, we have Maury Re-
gional Hospital, which is a community- 
owned nonprofit hospital. The VA is 
over an hour away if veterans live 
where I live. If they live further south, 
then the VA would be 11⁄2 hours to 2 
hours away. You have a locally owned, 
community-owned hospital that is a 
nonprofit that could provide these 
same services for our veterans, in our 
community, at their homes, where 
they are not having to travel 1 hour or 
11⁄2 hours to get services. 

This isn’t about privatization. This is 
about prioritizing our veterans as they 
seek medical care for the service that 
they gave to their country. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, what the gentleman’s 
amendment does is it encourages the 
privatization of in-home healthcare 
that we provide to our veterans. 

The difference between providing 
care to our veterans from the VA and 
providing privatized home healthcare 
is one can ensure that, within the VA 
system, the veteran is cared for, often-
times by another veteran or by some-
one who is accustomed to treating vet-
erans and understands the unique and 
specific needs that they have. 

Moving toward more and more pri-
vatization makes it so that veterans 
are less likely to be treated soon, more 
likely to be treated with care that is 
more expensive, and more likely to be 
treated by someone who really doesn’t 
have experience in caring for a veteran. 

Madam Chair, none of those things 
are positive, so I urge opposition to 
that amendment for that reason, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I appre-
ciate my colleague’s comments, but I 
would disagree. This is simply about 
prioritizing our veterans. 

Again, I speak of my community. 
From where I live, the VA is over 1 
hour away. Veterans can be served by 
their regional hospital, their commu-
nity hospital. In rural Tennessee, most 
of the hospitals are community owned. 

This is about allowing veterans, who 
otherwise would be 1 hour to 3 hours 
away from care, to be served and serv-
iced in their community. They are our 
veterans. They served the country. 
They have sacrificed, and they deserve 
the best. 

Madam Chair, I urge adoption of the 
amendment. Promises made, promises 
kept. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 34 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 34 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 36, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, the under-
lying legislation provides similar fund-
ing to the Board of Veterans’ Appeals 
as the fiscal year 2024 levels, approxi-
mately $267 million. This amendment 
recommends that the Board of Vet-
erans’ Appeals invest a very small por-
tion of its appropriated funds to expe-
dite and eliminate the casework back-
log many of our veteran constituents 
have raised with a variety of Members 
of Congress. 

Again, this is simply to get rid of the 
backlog, to expedite those cases, as has 
been discussed here previously, so that 
our veterans can get care in a quick, 
expeditious manner. 

The committee report highlights sus-
tained Member concerns regarding the 
ongoing delays veterans and their fam-
ilies face. Claims can currently take 
years to resolve. 

I am grateful to see that the com-
mittee, under Chairman CARTER’s lead-
ership, has prioritized hiring needed 
staff to expedite processing. This 
amendment stands in support of the 
committee’s work. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to 
the amendment, even though I am not 
opposed to it. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Chair, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. OGLES), had a better 
idea on this one. It is noncontroversial, 
and I do not oppose it because it sup-
ports the reduction in the backlog of 
veteran casework, which we are all 
committed to doing. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I thank 
my colleague for her kind words. 

This is a report ordered by this legis-
lation that directs the VA Secretary to 
produce a plan within 90 days that 
would eliminate the veteran case back-
log within 3 years. It is a simple, com-
monsense approach of promises made, 
promises kept. Let’s do that. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 35 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 35 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 43, line 24, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, coming 
from a family who has had family 
members serve in World War I, World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, 
and the current war on terror, I have a 
near and dear place for all of our vet-
erans in my heart. 

Specifically, I think about our World 
War II veterans and the veterans of the 
Korea and Vietnam conflicts. We owe it 
to those who risked life and limb to 
fight our Nation’s battles, not only to 
have our deepest gratitude and sym-
pathy, but to have their service recog-
nized. They should know that we will 
stand with them through disability, ill-
ness, and old age. 
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Again, to our veterans of World War 

II—there are not many of them left— 
Korea, and Vietnam, we need to make 
sure that they have access to excellent 
extended care. State extended-care fa-
cilities play a critical role in living up 
to that promise. 

State governments can place these 
facilities where they can best serve 
veteran communities. They allow our 
veterans to find high-quality nursing 
home care in their home States and 
near their communities so they can 
enjoy the camaraderie of being sur-
rounded by other residents who know 
what it is to have served our country. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to 
the amendment, even though I am not 
opposed to it. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Chair, this amendment is non-
controversial. I am not opposed to it 
because it supports the construction of 
State extended-care facilities, particu-
larly for those who served in World 
War II, Korea, and Vietnam. We need 
to take care of those valiant soldiers. 

Madam Chair, for that reason, I do 
not oppose the amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Madam Chair, I thank 
my colleague for her comments. 

Again, this encourages the VA to re-
double its efforts in supporting States 
in constructing and maintaining excel-
lent facilities to serve all veterans, es-
pecially the veterans of our foreign 
wars. 

Promises made, Madam Chair, prom-
ises kept. That is what we must do. 

Madam Chair, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 36 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 36 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 17, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Chairman, I 
thank the chairman for his hard work 
on the bill. None of this is easy. 

This amendment addresses a poten-
tial solution for our Nation’s veterans 

and servicemembers suffering with 
PTSD and PTSI. Estimates from the 
VA paint a harsh picture that 7 percent 
of veterans will have PTSD, with about 
29 percent of Iraq and Afghanistan vet-
erans having PTSD at some point in 
their lives. 

Unfortunately, far too few of these 
brave men and women find relief from 
currently available treatment in the 
VA, and failure here can mean suicide. 
The average number of veteran suicides 
per day was 17.5 in 2021. I shudder to 
think that, every single day, 17 to 20 of 
our fellow brothers and sisters in arms 
take their lives. 

These numbers, quite honestly, are 
unacceptable. They are unacceptable 
to this side of the aisle. I think they 
are unacceptable to the other side of 
the aisle, and they are unacceptable to 
America. 

That is why I am offering this 
amendment, which would increase and 
decrease Veterans Health Administra-
tion funding by $1 million for the pur-
pose of furnishing stellate ganglion 
blocker, or SGB, treatment therapy to 
veterans suffering from PTSD. 

Already approved by the VA as a safe 
and effective alternative, the stellate 
ganglion block procedure injects an an-
esthetic agent into or onto a collection 
of nerves in the neck, and it is proven 
to alleviate common PTSD symptoms. 

In PTSD and some other anxiety con-
ditions, the fight-or-flight nervous sys-
tem gets stuck in the on position. By 
precisely placing anesthetic around the 
stellate ganglion, the unproductive and 
chronic fight-or-flight response is 
turned off. This allows 
neurotransmitters in the brain to reset 
back to a nonanxiety state and results 
in long-term relief of the anxiety itself 
and the PTSD symptoms. 

This procedure has already improved 
many lives while showing up to 85 per-
cent efficacy at a fraction of the cost of 
other treatments that are far less ef-
fective. Madam Chair, that is 85 per-
cent. 

Having this life-changing option for 
our veterans would give them a chance 
to live more free from the effects of 
PTSD and its symptoms. Our Nation’s 
veterans should be the top priority, 
and they deserve to have this treat-
ment and this therapy when they need 
it. 

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues 
to support this amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to 
the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, it is not the place of 
Congress to be pushing for increased 
use of specific experimental treat-
ments. The VA is currently in the 
midst of a multiyear clinical trial to 
collect data on this treatment for po-
tential use in treating post-traumatic 
stress disorder, but they do not yet 

have sufficient data one way or the 
other regarding this treatment. 

If this treatment is safe, effective, 
and appropriate for expanded use, then 
the healthcare experts at the VA 
should be the ones to expand the treat-
ment for wider use. There is a delibera-
tive process for expanding the use of 
emerging healthcare treatments, and 
we should let that process play out. 

This specific treatment actually in-
volves insertion into the neck of an in-
dividual and could be potentially dan-
gerous. We should make sure that we 
are waiting out the results of the stud-
ies that are being done before trying to 
impose a decision from the House floor. 

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues 
to oppose the amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Chair, the treat-
ment is not dangerous at all. As a mat-
ter of fact, it is offered in at least 11 
VA facilities, but only that many, and 
not all of the VA facilities. It has been 
around since the 1920s. It is not dan-
gerous at all. 

As a matter of fact, there are no 
known side-effects. There aren’t any 
known side-effects. The people that get 
the treatment walk away 85 percent of 
the time without suffering the effects 
of PTSD. 

As I sat there and watched the treat-
ment being given, Madam Chair, the 
patients have told me that they feel 
like a weight is lifted off of them while 
the treatment is occurring. Those are 
specious claims. 

The bureaucracy at the VA wants to 
conduct another study. Meanwhile, it 
is allowed in some of their facilities, 
but not all of their facilities. Mean-
while, while they are conducting an-
other study, 17 to 22 of our veterans 
take their lives every day while they 
are conducting another study. While 
offering this at some places but not 
other places, servicemembers in Ala-
bama are scraping up their last dollars 
to get on a van with some of their 
other buddies to drive up here to get 
the treatment because they can’t get it 
down at the VA in Alabama. 

b 1445 

It is absurd. It is ridiculous. While 
they are conducting studies, our serv-
icemembers are taking their lives 
needlessly. 

What I am asking is, instead of the 
current protocol, which says that 
members of the military services who 
have earned this treatment, who have 
earned the care, don’t have to fail 
every single other thing that the VA 
gives them before they can get this 
and, in the meantime, take their lives 
because that is what happens, Madam 
Chair. 

The VA requires, except in those 
other facilities, that the veteran do all 
these other things, take all these other 
treatments that don’t work and have 
to fail every single one of them before 
they can say, oh, please, VA, can you 
give me something that works, the 
stellate ganglion block, the SGB, 
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which is done in the private sector, 
which is done at the VA. 

I am just saying, instead of making 
veterans suffer and take their lives be-
fore they can get the treatment, let 
them have the treatment like the vet-
erans in those 11 facilities that do offer 
it. 

Why can’t we do that? You can keep 
studying it. If you find some side ef-
fect, well, God bless you, but right 
now, there aren’t any and right now, 
veterans are killing themselves. 

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Chair, the leadership of this 
committee has been committed con-
sistently to making sure that safe and 
effective treatments are able to be pro-
vided to the VA, to our veterans who 
get their care from the VA. It is just 
important to make sure that the care 
that they are receiving is efficacious 
and that it is safe. 

It would be helpful if the sponsor of 
the amendment understood the sites 
that are offering this treatment are 
part of the study that is being done. 
There is not a new study being pro-
posed. We are not adding time to this, 
but there is a process for expanding the 
use of emergency healthcare treat-
ments, and that is the responsibility of 
the VA to manage. 

Let’s let them complete that process 
and then you could go fully forward as-
suming that it proves to be efficacious 
and safe. I realize that we have a hor-
rific problem with PTSD, and we cer-
tainly are dedicating vast resources to 
make sure that we can address suicide 
prevention. Unfortunately, the Repub-
lican bill cuts the VA by $6 billion, so 
that commitment is not quite the 
same. Making sure that we are pro-
viding safe, efficacious treatments for 
our veterans and that we do not impose 
those decisions from the House floor is 
important. 

That is why I oppose the amendment, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. CRAWFORD). 
The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. PERRY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 37 OFFERED BY MR. PETERS 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 37 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. PETERS) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chair, all veterans 
deserve a roof over their heads. Far too 
many vets in San Diego remain home-
less. We have to do more to ensure our 
veterans and their families have access 
to quality, affordable housing. The 
Housing and Urban Development-Vet-
eran Affairs Supportive Housing, 
known as HUD–VASH program, is a 
critical tool to address this issue. 

Earlier this year, local news in San 
Diego reported that nearly 35 percent 
of HUD–VASH vouchers, which San 
Diego received, went unused. That is 
not acceptable. We have to do every-
thing we can to ensure veterans are re-
ceiving this assistance. 

This bipartisan amendment simply 
encourages local VA systems and pub-
lic housing authorities to work to-
gether to streamline the voucher appli-
cation process for HUD–VASH vouchers 
to reduce barriers for veterans seeking 
housing assistance. 

VA San Diego is now taking the ini-
tiative by partnering with local hous-
ing authorities to better align voucher 
applications across public housing au-
thority jurisdiction. This partnership 
provides a critical pathway to connect 
veterans to housing. 

The HUD–VASH program is critical 
for addressing veteran homelessness in 
San Diego and throughout the country, 
and I urge all of my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this commonsense amend-
ment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. PETERS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 38 OFFERED BY MR. PETERS 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 38 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. PETERS) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chair, VA’s Sup-
portive Services for Veteran Families 
program and Shallow Subsidy service 
provides low-income veterans direct as-
sistance to prevent the imminent loss 
of a veteran’s home or to identify a 
new, more suitable housing situation 
for them and their families. 

Funding for this program goes to 
every community across the country, 
and in fiscal year 2024 alone, San Diego 
organizations received over $17 million 
to provide these services. 

My bipartisan amendment recognizes 
the important role this program plays 

in preventing housing insecure vet-
erans from falling into homelessness. It 
is essential that we preserve this pro-
gram and we show strong support for 
this program for those who put on the 
uniform in defense of our country. 
Keeping these veterans in their homes 
not only preserves their safety and se-
curity, it also preserves their dignity. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bipartisan amend-
ment, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. PETERS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 39 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 39 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 34, line 19, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today to present an amendment that 
seeks to improve our understanding of 
the link between military service and 
cancer risks, specifically among our 
aviators. 

The amendment I am proposing to 
the fiscal year 2025 Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies appropriations bill under-
scores our commitment to protecting 
and supporting our men and women in 
uniform during their service and long 
after that, as well. 

Specifically, my amendment calls for 
the Secretary of the VA to allocate 
funds for collaboration with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, Engineer-
ing, and Medicine to study the preva-
lence and mortality of cancer among 
individuals who served as Active-Duty 
aircrew in the Armed Forces. 

Tragically, military aviators and 
crewmembers are being diagnosed with 
various forms of cancer at alarming 
rates. A 2021 study conducted by the 
Air Force Research Laboratory’s 711th 
Human Performance Wing found that 
pilots and aircrew have higher risks of 
developing prostate cancer and mela-
noma with possible links to Non-Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma and testicular cancer. 

Additionally, a study from the DOD 
found elevated rates of cancer among 
military aviators and aviation ground 
personnel. 

The existing evidence demonstrates a 
link between cancer and military avia-
tion service. However, we must gather 
more comprehensive data to under-
stand this correlation better and to 
properly care for our servicemembers. 
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After putting their lives on the line 

for their country, our airmen and 
-women deserve assurances that they 
will be cared for and not exposed to un-
known dangers. The U.S. military must 
understand any potential health risks 
threatening our military heroes in the 
cockpit or those serving as crew-
members. 

As a former U.S. Air Force fighter 
pilot myself, who has lost many col-
leagues to cancer, this issue is personal 
to me. 

My amendment ensures that cancer 
incidence rates are adequately studied, 
that they are adequately understood, 
and that the military and the Depart-
ment of Defense has the tools that it 
needs to properly care for our military 
heroes. 

I think this is a commonsense 
amendment. It is building upon work 
and studies that have already been 
done, and I would urge all of my col-
leagues to support this as we support 
those who are serving and protecting 
our country. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I claim the time in opposition to 
the amendment, even though I am not 
opposed to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chair, this amendment is non-
controversial, and I am not opposed to 
it, particularly as a cancer survivor 
myself. It supports the study of various 
cancers in military aviators, and it is 
an important amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, just to 
clarify, I am not sure what the opposi-
tion is. I didn’t hear what the opposi-
tion was. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, would the gentleman yield for 
the purpose of a colloquy? 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I yield to 
the gentlewoman from Florida for the 
purpose of a colloquy. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. There 
wasn’t opposition. Procedurally, we 
rise to claim time in opposition and 
then say we are not opposed to the 
amendment. It is just procedural. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Very good. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. That 

way I have an opportunity to speak. 
Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I yield to 

the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAR-
TER). 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
rise in support of this study. 

My brother-in-law Kurt Brown died 
of the brain cancer known as the ghost 
cancer, and he was both an Air Force 
pilot and a Delta pilot. I always 
thought that the exposure to the high 
levels and the exposure to the Sun had 
something to do with it. I personally 
support this and will vote for it. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 40 OFFERED BY MRS. RODGERS 

OF WASHINGTON 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 40 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 32, line 23, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)(increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs. ROD-
GERS) and a Member opposed each will 
control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Chair, I rise in support of my amend-
ment, which originated after a veteran 
from Spokane asked for my help. 

She had recently retired from service 
and was days away from her first VA 
appointment when she had a heart at-
tack. She was rushed to the ER where 
she made a full recovery, but the VA 
refused to pay for her care. Why? Be-
cause she hadn’t seen a VA doctor in 
the last 24 months. 

It didn’t matter that she had just en-
rolled or that many VA facilities have 
30- to 60-day delays. 

They denied her the coverage she 
needed, and her bills were piling up. 

That is why I introduced the RE-
LIEVE Act to waive the 24-month rule 
for 60 days following a veteran’s enroll-
ment in the VA healthcare system. 

My amendment today highlights the 
importance of helping veterans estab-
lish care to ensure they qualify for out-
side emergency coverage. It is time for 
Congress to eliminate the emergency 
coverage gap, and I urge my colleagues 
to join me in making sure every vet-
eran has access to the treatment they 
have earned. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I claim the time in opposition, 
even though I am not opposed to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chair, this amendment is non-
controversial, and I am not opposed to 
it. It encourages the VA to address 
emergency care coverage for veterans. 
I thank the gentlewoman for intro-
ducing it, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-

tlewoman from Washington (Mrs. ROD-
GERS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

b 1500 

AMENDMENT NO. 41 OFFERED BY MRS. RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 41 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 10, line 20, after dollar amount, insert 
‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs. ROD-
GERS) and a Member opposed each will 
control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Chair, I rise today in support of my 
amendment to address the troubling 
state of housing for servicemembers 
and their families at Fairchild Air 
Force Base in Spokane. 

According to the Air Force, roughly 
85 percent of the 650 privatized homes 
at Fairchild were constructed in the 
1950s. They are aging rapidly and ap-
proaching a point where they will not 
be fit for families living on base. 

Reports of mold, cracks in the foun-
dation, siding falling off, chipping 
paint, and roofs in need of repair are 
just a few of the many issues with the 
housing on base. Needless to say, this 
is unacceptable. 

Our servicemembers and their fami-
lies sacrifice so much for our country. 
They deserve a comfortable, depend-
able home that isn’t falling apart 
around them, and it is our job to make 
sure they have one. 

This amendment is critical for ensur-
ing Congress has the ability to conduct 
the oversight of the conditions of Air 
Force housing as we work together to 
make the necessary and long-overdue 
renovations and repairs. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support this amendment and join me in 
making quality housing for service-
members and their families a top pri-
ority. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I claim the time in opposition to 
the amendment, even though I am not 
opposed to it. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Florida is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Chair, the amendment is noncontrover-
sial, and I am not opposed to it. 

The gentlewoman should know that 
Mr. CARTER and I, and our entire sub-
committee, have worked for years to 
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help address the issues that we share 
your concerns on, particularly 
privatized military housing. The condi-
tions under which our servicemen and 
-women and their families live have to 
be pristine. The response time for those 
who are responsible for taking care of 
it needs to be dramatically improved. 

We have added funding in this bill at 
the DOD level to make sure that DOD 
doesn’t have a hands-off policy and just 
leaves all the decisionmaking to the 
privatized companies. The DOD has a 
layer of accountability now, as well. 

I thank the gentlewoman for raising 
the issue because this is important for 
us to provide good housing and safe 
roofs over the heads of our service-
members and their families. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Mrs. ROD-
GERS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 42 OFFERED BY MR. SELF 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 42 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–535. 

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I rise as the 
designee of the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ROY), and I have an amendment at 
the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title) insert the following: 

SEC. 423. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to modify or remove 
any display of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs that bears the mission statement ‘‘To 
fulfill President Lincoln’s promise ‘to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle, and 
for his widow, and his orphan’ by serving and 
honoring the men and women who are Amer-
ica’s veterans.’ ’’ 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1269, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SELF) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I rise in sup-
port of this amendment by Mr. ROY. 

This amendment prohibits any of the 
funding appropriated from being used 
to modify or remove any VA display of 
the original mission statement. 

As you may know, the original mis-
sion statement came from President 
Lincoln’s promise: ‘‘To fulfill President 
Lincoln’s promise ‘to care for him who 
shall have borne the battle, and for his 
widow, and his orphan,’ by serving and 
honoring the men and women who are 
America’s veterans.’’ They want to 
change it to a gender-neutral version: 
‘‘To fulfill President Lincoln’s promise 
to care for those who have served in 
our Nation’s military and for their 
families, caregivers, and survivors.’’ 

We believe that that is a bridge too 
far, that we have changed the original 
mission statement too much. The 
original mission statement is posted in 
roughly 50 percent of all VA facilities, 

and now the VA has been replacing 
them over the last couple of months. It 
is unclear which displays have been 
changed and which have been replaced. 

The Trump administration resisted 
calls to change the motto and put an 
additional 140 plaques in national 
cemeteries bearing Lincoln’s quote. 

Legislation changing the motto 
passed by voice in committee and on 
the House floor in the 116th Congress. 

We should not use tax dollars to 
allow the administration to unilater-
ally change the VA’s historic motto 
and to erase the words of President 
Lincoln in order to appease the radical 
left. This is part of our mission to claw 
back Article I authority from the exec-
utive branch. 

The VA’s mission statement, estab-
lished in 1959, used approximately the 
same words. This speech was part of 
the VA’s creation of their mission, and 
the Department wants to use hard- 
earned tax dollars now to erase the 
16th President’s words said during the 
midst of the most traumatic time in 
our Nation’s history, the Civil War. 

In one attempt, they want to erase 
Lincoln’s words and earn woke brownie 
points. 

I am thankful for the millions of men 
and women who have served valiantly 
in our Armed Forces, but changing the 
VA’s motto is just virtue signaling. We 
should be focused on providing the 
quality care and benefits veterans have 
earned in a timely manner. 

We just had a hearing with the Sec-
retary of the VA this morning in the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. We are 
trying to keep them focused on quality 
healthcare as opposed to other issues. 
There are still far too many veterans 
who fail to get quality care at the VA, 
or if they do not get an appointment, it 
takes months to schedule through com-
munity care. 

Mr. Chair, we had a long discussion 
this morning about the failure of the 
VA to get a handle on veteran suicide. 
That is where our focus ought to be, as 
opposed to changing plaques on the 
wall to some sort of woke motto. 

We have the power of the purse to 
hold the administration accountable, 
to stop the implementation of the VA’s 
decision, and to save the few remaining 
displays of Lincoln’s work. This is a 
worthy and noble goal, and I urge sup-
port for this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I rise in opposition to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, the gentleman’s debate on this 
amendment was spoken like a man who 
is refusing to acknowledge that the 
fastest growing group of veterans 
served by the VA is women. 

In March of last year, the VA an-
nounced it was updating its 1959 mis-
sion statement to read: ‘‘To fulfill 

President Lincoln’s promise to care for 
those who have served in our Nation’s 
military and for their families, care-
givers, and survivors.’’ 

That was a way to make the VA a 
more inclusive and inviting place and 
to acknowledge that it is not only men 
who have served in our military, nor is 
it only men who are served at the VA. 

The VA’s previous mission statement 
read: ‘‘To fulfill President Lincoln’s 
promise ‘to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle, and for his widow, 
and his orphan,’ by serving and hon-
oring the men and women who are 
America’s veterans.’’ 

The VA is a place where all veterans 
should feel welcome, included, and 
cared for. The previous mission state-
ment did not adequately reflect the 
modern-day veteran population by only 
honoring men’s service. 

As I said, today, women are the fast-
est growing group of veterans. It is 
about time that they are reflected in 
the VA’s mission statement, and I am 
pleased that the VA made this impor-
tant and meaningful change. 

What we are doing here now is, again, 
wasting time debating a poison pill, 
culture war amendment that was put 
to bed and excluded in the FY24 con-
ference report. This was language that 
was removed last year. We are going to 
have it removed again. 

Essentially, what we are doing here 
is distracting from the fact that the 
Republican majority has proposed a 
bill that cuts $6 billion from the VA. 

Forgive me if I really think it is dis-
ingenuous for the gentleman to suggest 
that they care more about caring for 
our veterans when they are cutting $6 
billion out of our bill and, instead, fo-
cusing on the adaptation of the VA’s 
motto to be more inclusive of the fast-
est growing group of veterans that are 
treated at the VA, which is women. 

We should be focusing on that fund-
ing, actually meeting the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act targets, and increasing 
nondefense discretionary and defense 
discretionary by 1 percent, which the 
Republican majority reneges on in this 
bill, not debating petty partisan riders. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose the amendment, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, may I inquire 
as to how much time is remaining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Texas has 1 minute remaining. 

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I agree with 
the gentlewoman about one thing: This 
is the modern-day erasing of America’s 
traditional history, which is one of 
three things that they are trying to 
erase along with our nuclear families 
and our Judeo-Christian faith. 

It is only one of three things that 
they are trying to erase. That is what 
they are trying to erase. That is why 
we need to stand by this amendment 
because our families, our faith, and our 
history reflect what has made America 
strong. 

It does not leave anyone out. We are 
going to care for every veteran. In fact, 
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she is right, the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee is focused on our lady veterans 
in many ways. So this is a distraction 
from this bill. Let’s keep our history 
where it is. Let’s keep our nuclear fam-
ilies and our Judeo-Christian faith. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, for the fastest growing group of 
veterans, our women, who walk into a 
VA facility and see the VA mission 
statement displayed on the wall that 
only refers to men who served is out-
rageous. That is not inclusive, and that 
does not reflect or recognize that we 
have thousands and thousands of 
women serving in our military. 

The VA is supposed to take care of 
all of those veterans. So I will close, 
Mr. Chairman, by saying that if people 
show you who they are, you should be-
lieve them. That is why I am opposed 
to this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SELF). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I demand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
move that the Committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
SELF) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
CRAWFORD, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 8580) making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2025, and for other 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1530 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CURTIS) at 3 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2025 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1269 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 8580. 

Will the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
STEUBE) kindly take the chair. 

b 1530 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
8580) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2025, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
STEUBE (Acting Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
a request for a recorded vote on amend-
ment No. 42 printed in part B of House 
Report 118–535 offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SELF) had been 
postponed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will 
now resume on those amendments 
printed in part B of House Report 118– 
535 on which further proceedings were 
postponed, in the following order: 

Amendment No. 8 by Mr. BOST of Illi-
nois. 

Amendment No. 10 by Mr. CRANE of 
Arizona. 

Amendment No. 16 by Ms. GREENE of 
Georgia. 

Amendment No. 28 by Mr. MAST of 
Florida. 

Amendment No. 42 by Mr. SELF of 
Texas. 

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes 
the minimum time for any electronic 
vote after the first vote in this series. 

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. BOST 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 8, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535, offered 
by the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
BOST), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 207, noes 195, 
not voting 34, as follows: 

[Roll No. 237] 

AYES—207 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 

Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 

Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vasquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOES—195 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 

Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 

DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3634 June 4, 2024 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McGarvey 

McGovern 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 

Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—34 

Bowman 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Diaz-Balart 
Doggett 
Evans 
González-Colón 
Graves (LA) 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 

Joyce (OH) 
Kim (NJ) 
Lofgren 
McClellan 
McCormick 
Menendez 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Palmer 
Pascrell 
Pelosi 

Porter 
Radewagen 
Stauber 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Van Orden 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

b 1605 

Mr. MRVAN changed his vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

Messrs. WITTMAN and ROSENDALE 
changed their vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Chair, had I 

been present, I would have voted AYE on Roll 
Call No. 237. 

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MR. CRANE 
The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 

business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 10, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535, offered 
by the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
CRANE), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 
The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 

has been demanded. 
A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 211, noes 193, 
not voting 32, as follows: 

[Roll No. 238] 

AYES—211 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 

Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOES—193 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 

Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Davids (KS) 

Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 

Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 

McBath 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norton 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 

Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—32 

Boebert 
Bowman 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Doggett 
Evans 
González-Colón 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 

Kim (NJ) 
Lofgren 
McClellan 
McCormick 
Menendez 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Palmer 
Pascrell 

Porter 
Radewagen 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Van Orden 
Watson Coleman 
Webster (FL) 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1609 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 

AMENDMENT NO. 16 OFFERED BY MS. GREENE OF 
GEORGIA 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 16, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535, offered 
by the gentlewoman from Georgia (Ms. 
GREENE), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This is a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 46, noes 354, 
not voting 36, as follows: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3635 June 4, 2024 
[Roll No. 239] 

AYES—46 

Bean (FL) 
Biggs 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Burchett 
Cline 
Cloud 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Donalds 
Fischbach 
Fry 
Gaetz 

Good (VA) 
Gosar 
Greene (GA) 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Hill 
Hunt 
Joyce (PA) 
Lesko 
Luna 
Massie 
Mast 
Miller (IL) 
Mills 

Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Norman 
Ogles 
Perry 
Posey 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Self 
Smith (MO) 
Steube 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Waltz 

NOES—354 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 

Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fulcher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (LA) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 

Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Morelle 

Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 

Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 

Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOT VOTING—36 

Arrington 
Bera 
Bowman 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Davidson 
Doggett 
Evans 
González-Colón 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Issa 

Jackson Lee 
Kildee 
Kim (NJ) 
Lofgren 
McClellan 
McCormick 
Menendez 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Palmer 
Pascrell 

Porter 
Radewagen 
Reschenthaler 
Sablan 
Spartz 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Van Orden 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 

There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1612 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Mr. BERA. Mr. Chair, I missed one vote 

today. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NO on the Greene (GA) Amendment to H.R. 
8580, Roll Call No. 239. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chair, earlier today on Roll 
Call No. 239, I was recorded as voting AYE 
when I intended to vote NO. 

AMENDMENT NO. 28 OFFERED BY MR. MAST 
The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 

business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 28, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535, offered 
by the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
MAST), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 
The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 

has been demanded. 
A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This is a 2- 

minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 290, noes 116, 
not voting 30, as follows: 

[Roll No. 240] 

AYES—290 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Dingell 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 

Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Fry 
Gaetz 
Gallego 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (LA) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Luna 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Manning 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Meng 
Meuser 

Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (AL) 
Ross 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3636 June 4, 2024 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 

Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Waltz 
Waters 
Wexton 

Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Wittman 

NOES—116 

Aderholt 
Allen 
Amo 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Calvert 
Carl 
Carter (TX) 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Crawford 
Davis (NC) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fulcher 
Garamendi 

Good (VA) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Jackson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mann 
McCaul 
McClain 
McHenry 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 

Moran 
Norman 
Ogles 
Pence 
Posey 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Scalise 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Strong 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Torres (NY) 
Turner 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOT VOTING—30 

Bowman 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Diaz-Balart 
Doggett 
Evans 
González-Colón 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Issa 

Jackson Lee 
Kim (NJ) 
Lofgren 
McClellan 
McCormick 
Menendez 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Palmer 

Pascrell 
Porter 
Radewagen 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Van Orden 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1617 

Ms. BARRAGÁN and Messrs. GREEN 
of Texas and CARTER of Georgia 
changed their vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 42 OFFERED BY MR. SELF 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 42, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–535, offered 
by the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
SELF), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 206, noes 200, 
not voting 31, as follows: 

[Roll No. 241] 

AYES—206 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 

Gaetz 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 

Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOES—200 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 

Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 

Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 

Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 

Lieu 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 

Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—31 

Bowman 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Diaz-Balart 
Doggett 
Evans 
González-Colón 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Issa 

Jackson Lee 
Kim (NJ) 
Lofgren 
McClellan 
McCormick 
Menendez 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Palmer 
Pascrell 

Porter 
Radewagen 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Van Orden 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 

There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1622 

Messrs. DAVIS of North Carolina and 
SUOZZI changed their vote from ‘‘aye’’ 
to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I was busy in 

an important meeting. Had I been present, I 
would have voted AYE on Roll Call No. 241. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I move that the Committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
STEUBE) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
STAUBER, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 8580) making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2025, and for other 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3637 June 4, 2024 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

f 

HONORING KELLY DIXON 
(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I know 
from time to time we pause here in this 
Chamber to pay respect to some of the 
people that actually make this great 
institution work. The House staff, 
many times behind the scenes, do in-
credible work, some for an entire ca-
reer, year after year, helping all of us 
do the things that we came here to do. 

Today, unfortunately, is one of the 
days where we are marking the end of 
the 26-year career of Kelly Dixon. 

Mr. Speaker, Kelly started her career 
in 1998 here in the Capitol working for 
KEN CALVERT and, over the years, 
worked for a number of Members, 
worked for leadership, and now is the 
staff director for the Rules Committee. 
We all know how easy it is to work for 
the Rules Committee, the incredibly, 
incredibly difficult work they do, late 
at night oftentimes, getting the rules 
prepared so that this House can con-
duct its business. 

Kelly has been in that role since 2019. 
We are going to have Mr. COLE talk 
about that in a moment, but I first 
yield to the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER), my friend. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. We won’t 
have a colloquy, however. 

Mr. SCALISE. We miss those days, 
though. 

Mr. HOYER. Which we had so many, 
many times. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to talk about a 
person who has made a great difference 
in this institution for the Republican 
Party and for the Democratic Party, a 
person who brought great judgment, 
great skill, a love for this institution 
and its Members, and a love for her 
country. 

Unfortunately, the public does not 
get to see the extraordinary contribu-
tions that our staff make, whether 
they are on the floor, as Kelly has been 
for many years, or in committees, or in 
our offices. 

b 1630 

Kelly Dixon is one of the best of a 
very, very distinguished group of peo-
ple. 

Kelly Dixon ran the floor with 
Shuwanza Goff of my staff, who now, as 
you probably know, is the Director of 
Legislative Affairs for the President 
and with Alexis Covey-Brandt, who was 
my floor director and then my chief of 
staff, who is now senior counselor to 
our Governor. 

Kelly will now go on to greener pas-
tures. I use that word advisedly. They 
are very fortunate to have her services. 
She is smart. She is engaging. She is 
personable. She is experienced. She al-
ways tries to do the right thing. 

As all of us know, this floor gets 
pretty hot at times. The two parties 

differ greatly. Sometimes the parties 
disagree with each other greatly. 
Sometimes we disagree with the Chair. 
Sometimes we even disagree with the 
Parliamentarian. 

Kelly was a calming voice, a voice of 
reason, a voice for a democracy that 
worked civilly. We will miss Kelly 
Dixon. 

She is not leaving town, so hopefully 
we are going to see you, Kelly, from 
time to time, day to day, month to 
month, and we will have the oppor-
tunity to continue to learn from your 
experience, to have the pleasure of 
your company. 

JIM MCGOVERN in his statement said: 
‘‘I love Kelly.’’ I join Mr. MCGOVERN in 
that sentiment. I love you, Kelly. You 
have made our work in this place bet-
ter, and you have made our lives in 
this place better. We thank you. 

Godspeed. 
Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the gentleman from Maryland for those 
wonderful comments. 

For the last few years, Kelly served 
as the staff director for the Rules Com-
mittee and most of that time working 
with our now-Appropriations chair, but 
then Rules chair. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE). 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank very 
much, Leader SCALISE, for yielding. I 
also thank my friend from Maryland 
for those incredibly kind and gracious 
remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, in the history of my 
State, there is a great political figure, 
former Governor, former Congressman, 
his son was later a Governor, he was 
once asked what makes a great public 
servant, and he said to look for three 
qualities: First, look for somebody too 
honest to be bought. If you think you 
could buy Kelly Dixon whether it was 
with money or flattery or kindness, be-
cause she is not susceptible to kind-
ness, or any other way, you can’t. You 
were always going to get an honest an-
swer, a straight opinion, and a straight 
call on any issue. The second thing he 
said is to look for somebody too wise to 
be fooled. If you think you can fool 
Kelly Dixon, you are the fool because 
she sees clearly and sharply. She 
judges people wisely and well. She 
judges the institution and the motives 
well. I don’t think I have ever seen her 
fooled or flustered in her life. Finally, 
he said to look for somebody too coura-
geous to be intimidated. 

Now, who the hell here thinks they 
can intimidate Kelly Dixon? She in-
timidates you, but she does it for a 
wise and a good purpose. I did have the 
great fortune to have followed her 
most of her career and then obviously 
got to work with her very closely at 
Rules, and I can tell you several things 
about her. 

Number one, there is nobody in this 
institution that has a better friend 
than Kelly Dixon. It doesn’t matter 
which side of the aisle you are on. It is 
the way she treats you, the way she re-
sponds to you. She is your friend. 

There is nobody in this Chamber that 
has a better staffer than Kelly Dixon. 

She started with my friend, KEN CAL-
VERT. She has held some of the most 
senior and responsible positions in our 
Conference and she has had the respect 
of her peers and colleagues and the 
Members on the other side of the aisle. 
That is a hard thing to do to command 
that kind of respect in this Chamber. 

The other thing I will tell you about 
her is, she is also the ultimate institu-
tionalist. Everybody has in a long ca-
reer a finest hour, a moment of su-
preme effectiveness in a worthy cause. 
I think Kelly Dixon’s finest hour was 
in the 3 weeks of turmoil that we had 
when we lost a Speaker. She was a pre-
eminent staffer for the Speaker pro 
tempore. She helped us through a dif-
ficult period and kept us together and 
kept us focused, and we ended up where 
we needed to be in an orderly way. 

I think it was absolutely an heroic 
moment, not one that most people had 
an opportunity to witness, but I bet 
you if PATRICK MCHENRY was speaking, 
he would get up and tell you exactly 
the same thing. 

I would say that, too, for the way in 
which she has performed to help our 
Speaker, Speaker JOHNSON, get set up, 
get established, and move forward. 

This is a complex institution with 
great traditions, and nobody knows 
those traditions and knows this insti-
tution better than Kelly Dixon. 

Kelly, we are all going to miss you, 
but nobody is going to miss you more 
than me and, frankly, nobody is going 
to ever replace you. Thank you for 
what you have done for this institu-
tion. 

Mr. SCALISE. Kelly, after 26 years, 
you have earned everything that is 
ahead of you. We will miss you here, 
but even better things are ahead. 
Thank you for all you did for this insti-
tution, this United States House of 
Representatives. God bless you in the 
future. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ILLEGITIMATE COURT 
COUNTERACTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STEUBE). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the unfinished business is the vote 
on passage of the bill (H.R. 8282) to im-
pose sanctions with respect to the 
International Criminal Court engaged 
in any effort to investigate, arrest, de-
tain, or prosecute any protected person 
of the United States and its allies, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 247, nays 
155, answered ‘‘present’’ 2, not voting 
27, as follows: 
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[Roll No. 242] 

YEAS—247 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Craig 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallego 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 

Goldman (NY) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
Meng 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 

Moran 
Moskowitz 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schneider 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Torres (NY) 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NAYS—155 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 

Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 

Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 

Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crockett 
Crow 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frost 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Gomez 
Green, Al (TX) 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Himes 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 

Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lieu 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pelosi 
Pettersen 
Pingree 

Pocan 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Scholten 
Scott (VA) 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Vasquez 
Velázquez 
Waters 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—2 

Davidson Massie 

NOT VOTING—27 

Bowman 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Doggett 
Evans 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 

Kim (NJ) 
LaTurner 
Lofgren 
McClellan 
McCormick 
Menendez 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Palmer 

Pascrell 
Porter 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Trone 
Van Orden 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1640 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present to cast my vote on Roll Call No. 
237, Roll Call No. 238, Roll Call No. 239, Roll 
Call No. 240, Roll Call No. 241 and Roll Call 
No. 242. Had I been present I would have 
voted No on Roll Call No. 237, No on Roll Call 
No. 238, No on Roll Call No. 239, AYE on Roll 
Call No. 240, No on Roll Call No. 241 and 
NAY on Roll Call No. 242. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, while tending to a 
family emergency, I was absent from the floor 
and the roll call votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted: 

NO on Roll Call No. 237 on agreeing to 
Amendment 8 to H.R. 8580, 

NO on Roll Call No. 238 on agreeing to 
Amendment 10 to H.R. 8580, 

NO on Roll Call No. 239 on agreeing to 
Amendment 16 to H.R. 8580, 

AYE on Roll Call No. 240 on agreeing to 
Amendment 28 to H.R. 8580, 

NO on Roll Call No. 241 on agreeing to 
Amendment 42 to H.R. 8580, and 

NAY on Roll Call No. 242 on passage of 
H.R. 8282. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I missed 8 
roll call votes today. Had I been present, I 
would have voted: 

Roll Call 235, Ordering the Previous Ques-
tion for H. Res. 1269, NO; 

Roll Call 236, Passage of H. Res. 1269, 
NO; 

Roll Call 237, Bost Amendment No. 8, NO; 
Roll Call 238, Crane Amendment No. 10, 

NO; 
Roll Call 239, Greene of Georgia Amend-

ment No. 16, NO; 
Roll Call 240, Mast Amendment No. 28, 

YES; 
Roll Call 241, Self Amendment No. 42, NO; 

and 
Roll Call 242, Illegitimate Court Counter-

action Act, NO. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 3, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON, I hereby resign 
from the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, ef-
fective immediately. 

Very respectfully, 
CHRIS DELUZIO, 
Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
HOUCHIN). Without objection, the res-
ignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Small Business: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 4, 2024. 
Re Resignation from U.S. House Committee 

on Small Business. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON: It has been an 
honor to serve on the U.S. House Committee 
on Small Business (‘‘Small Business Com-
mittee’’) in the 116th, 117th, and 118th Con-
gresses. With this letter, I respectfully re-
sign from the Small Business Committee. 

Small businesses are the heartbeat of the 
American economy, and throughout my time 
on the Small Business Committee, I have 
cherished the opportunity to serve the enter-
prising small business owners from across 
America. The work done through the Small 
Business Committee was integral to success-
fully navigating the COVID–19 pandemic, and 
we continued fighting for more opportunities 
for all thereafter. While I am stepping away 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3639 June 4, 2024 
from my formal membership on the Small 
Business Committee, I will never stop being 
a champion for American small businesses. 

Thank you for your time and attention to 
this matter. 

Sincerely, 
KWEISI MFUME, 
Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 4, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON, I write to inform 
you that effective immediately I resign from 
my position on the House Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology. I have en-
joyed my time on the Committee under the 
leadership of Chairman FRANK LUCAS and 
wish all my colleagues the best carrying out 
the People’s agenda. 

For God and Country, 
RYAN ZINKE, 

Congressman, MT–01, 
52nd U.S. Secretary 
of the Interior, Com-
mander, U.S. Navy 
SEALs (ret). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1645 

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Republican Conference, 
I send to the desk a privileged resolu-
tion and ask for its immediate consid-
eration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1275 
Resolved, That the following named Mem-

bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr. Hig-
gins of Louisiana. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Mr. Zinke 
and Mr. Moylan. 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECH-
NOLOGY: Mr. Fong. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE: Mr. Fong. 

Mrs. MCCLAIN (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be considered 
as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. AGUILAR. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1276 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Suozzi. 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Mr. 

Mfume (to rank immediately after Mr. Amo). 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-

STRUCTURE: Mr. Deluzio. 

Mr. AGUILAR (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be considered 
as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

HONORING ROBERT J. CASTELLI 

(Mr. LAWLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAWLER. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to honor the memory of 
Robert J. Castelli, a dedicated public 
servant who passed away at the age of 
74. 

Robert’s remarkable life journey 
began at 17 when he left high school to 
serve in the Vietnam war. As a member 
of the 7th Cavalry Regiment, he dis-
played extraordinary bravery during 
major battles, earning multiple com-
mendations, including the Combat In-
fantryman’s Badge. 

Following his military service, Rob-
ert embarked on a 21-year career with 
the New York State Police and later 
distinguished himself in academia, 
teaching at institutions like the John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice. His 
commitment to public service contin-
ued in the New York State Assembly, 
where he was a staunch advocate for 
veterans’ affairs. 

Beyond his professional life, Robert 
was a passionate outdoorsman and a 
member of the Camp Fire Club of 
America. 

Robert is remembered as a soldier, 
scholar, and statesman. His legacy is 
cherished by all who knew him. 

Robert leaves behind his wife, Jea-
nette; children, Christian and Paul; 
and grandchildren. His life of service 
and leadership will not be forgotten. I 
cherished the friendship that he and I 
had over the past many years. 

f 

HONORING KIM VAN WIE 

(Ms. OMAR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. OMAR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ms. Kim Van Wie, who 
retires after 28 years of being the exec-
utive director of STARBASE Min-
nesota. 

The Department of Defense’s 
STARBASE program spans across 80 
bases, providing world-class STEM pro-
gramming to underserved fifth graders. 
Under Kim’s outstanding leadership, 
STARBASE Minnesota grew from 2 
classrooms to 11 and from 900 students 
per year to almost 7,000. 

I met Kim in 2019 at the STARBASE 
in St. Paul, where I had the oppor-
tunity to witness her inspiration to 
young scientists and engineers. It is no 
surprise that two previous graduates 
served on my constituent staff. 

Kim’s commitment extends beyond 
title I students. During COVID, she 
propelled funding to provide 120,000 
STEM kits for students across the re-
gion. Kim’s selfless service and excel-
lence will forever be celebrated. 

It is my privilege and honor to thank 
Ms. Kim Van Wie for her distinguished 
career and celebrate her well-deserved 
retirement. 

f 

HONORING PATRICIA ‘‘TRICIA’’ 
BENNETT ARMSTRONG 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of Tricia Armstrong, who passed away 
on May 26 at the age of 75 years old. 

Tricia was a photographer for over 40 
years, capturing special moments for 
people with her smile and boundless en-
ergy. She was a member of the Profes-
sional Photographers Association of 
Georgia and would travel the country 
taking photos and teaching seminars 
on camera methods. 

Tricia was also very involved in 
bettering her community. She served 
as president of the Wayne County 
Chamber of Commerce, and she was a 
trailblazer in the Jesup Kiwanis Club 
and a founding member of the board of 
directors for Wayne National Bank, all 
while serving her church. 

Beloved by her community, Tricia 
will always be cherished the most by 
her family, whom she loved dearly. 

Madam Speaker, I offer my heartfelt 
condolences to her family. Her positive 
influence will be felt for generations to 
come. 
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CLOSURE OF MARTIN GENERAL 

HOSPITAL 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to reiterate my 
unwavering commitment to the people 
of eastern North Carolina, where 
healthcare is a pressing concern. 

Unfortunately, our region faces nota-
ble healthcare disparities, and the clo-
sure of Martin General Hospital in 
Martin County has only amplified 
these challenges. 

We recently convened a listening ses-
sion to hear the community’s thoughts 
on the future of healthcare in Martin 
County. I expressed my sincere grati-
tude to all who participated and shared 
their experiences. The stories shared at 
the listening session truly underscored 
the profound impact of the hospital 
closure. 

I want to assure Martin County that 
I am fully committed to working 
alongside the county and local resi-
dents to establish a new, sustainable 
healthcare system for this resilient 
community. 

f 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION BORDER 
POLICY 

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 
we finally have it. The Biden adminis-
tration today finally said they have a 
border policy. I hope the press does a 
good job of explaining what is going on 
here. 

First of all, it is apparent when you 
put together the 2,500 illegals a day 
threshold, then 1,500 migrants a day en-
tering the U.S via the CBP One app, 
and the 30,000 migrants per month ar-
riving through a mass parole program 
for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans, and 
Venezuelans, we are already up to 
about 150,000 people a month. 

What I am going to focus on here is 
there used to be some concern about 
keeping families together. Under this 
program, we will continue to have 5,000 
to 10,000 unaccompanied minors enter 
this country every month, and nothing 
will be done to turn them around. 

In other words, we are going to con-
tinue the Biden policy of weak fami-
lies, continue the policy of not requir-
ing the parents to be here. I hope the 
press pays attention to this horrific 
policy. 

f 

DOJ CONDEMNING INSULAR CASES 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to speak on the decision by 
the U.S. Department of Justice to con-
demn the use of the Insular Cases. 

Last month, I co-led a bipartisan, bi-
cameral letter signed by 43 Members of 
Congress, from both the House and the 
Senate, urging the U.S. Department of 
Justice to condemn and cease relying 
on the racist rulings of the Insular 
Cases that continue to negatively im-
pact Americans living in U.S. terri-
tories. 

The Department of Justice has fi-
nally agreed that the language is, in 
fact, racist and that the logic of the In-
sular Cases deserves no place in the law 
of the United States. 

Residents of U.S. territories deserve 
fair treatment and the opportunity to 
determine their own political future. I 
am proud to see that our efforts have 
come to some fruition and have the De-
partment of Justice clarify and de-
nounce their position on those cases. 

We are one step closer. We still have 
so much work to go to be equitable, to 
be treated fairly. I am asking all Vir-
gin Islanders and all members of U.S. 
territories to continue the fight. 

I will also continue to advocate for 
the reversal of the Insular Cases at the 
Supreme Court level and ensure the 
fair treatment of all residents living in 
U.S. territories. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TEACHER OF 
THE YEAR KELLY ACKERMAN 

(Mr. FRY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FRY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Ms. Kelly Acker-
man for being named the 2023–2024 
Teacher of the Year for Seaside Ele-
mentary School in Horry County. 

I am a little bit biased. While her col-
leagues chose her amongst dozens at 
this particular school, she is also the 
teacher of my first grade son, James. 

Ms. Ackerman has taught various 
ages, including kindergarten, first 
grade, second grade, and third grade. 
She has 16 total years of teaching, in-
cluding 11 in Horry County Schools. 

Horry County Schools is massive. 
There are 3,000 teachers, and they 
teach nearly 50,000 students. At Seaside 
Elementary, they are lucky to have 
somebody like Ms. Ackerman who is so 
passionate about teaching the next 
generation of American students. 

I thank Ms. Ackerman for her role in 
fostering a culture of learning. My son 
certainly appreciates it. From a grate-
ful family in the Fry household, we ap-
preciate Ms. Ackerman engaging with 
our son. 

I asked my son last night on 
FaceTime what he was going to re-
member most or miss most about Ms. 
Ackerman. He said: ‘‘She is beautiful. I 
will miss everything about her. She 
helped me learn 3D shapes. She appre-
ciates me. She makes me feel special. 
She makes us do performances in 
class.’’ 

On behalf of my colleagues in the 
House and on behalf of the Fry family, 
I thank Ms. Ackerman for her selfless 

dedication to the students of Seaside 
Elementary. 

f 

CELEBRATING IMMIGRANT 
HERITAGE MONTH 

(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Madam Speaker, during 
Immigrant Heritage Month, I rise to 
honor my constituent Maria Barahona, 
a shining example of the resilience and 
contributions of our immigrant com-
munity. 

Maria, a home-care provider and TPS 
recipient from El Salvador, embodies 
the American spirit through her un-
wavering commitment to serving oth-
ers. TPS gives Maria the ability to 
work and care for her community. 

Her story is not just one of personal 
triumph but a testament to the invalu-
able impact of immigrants to our Na-
tion. Foreign-born workers drove a 
staggering 50 percent of the U.S. labor 
market growth last year. 

Maria’s story is a call to action. We 
must support and uplift our immigrant 
community and expand TPS. 

f 

b 1700 

ONE BARRIER TO PEACE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. LANDSMAN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. LANDSMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
am one of only a few Jewish Members 
of the House, and I am leading this 
Special Order hour to help provide 
some clarity in this time of challenge 
and confusion. It has been said that 
there are four barriers to peace in the 
Middle East, but we are here tonight 
because there is only one barrier to 
peace, and that is the Government of 
Iran. 

This war in the Middle East has im-
pacted two historically traumatized 
people who share a history. They share 
land, and unfortunately, they share 
this reality that no one in the world 
wants either one of them. 

Watching this trauma and this his-
tory unfold has had a deep impact on 
caring people all over the world. We 
want this war to end. We want the hos-
tages returned, and we want a future 
peace for Israelis and Palestinians. We 
may be nearing a cease-fire, and I pray 
Hamas agrees to the proposal that is 
on the table now. That won’t resolve 
the larger issue of Iran. 

Before October 7, we were nearing 
peace in the region. In fact, over the 
past several decades there have been 
major efforts to bring peace between 
Israel and Arab nations. Historically, 
Arab nations were united against 
Israel, launching frequent attacks with 
the intent of destroying the Jewish 
state, but things slowly changed, one 
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realignment at a time achieved 
through American leadership and 
American partnership. 

However, there is one glaring excep-
tion toward this progress, the totali-
tarian regime in Iran, which remains 
intent on Israel’s destruction and dis-
rupting the path to peace. It creates 
chaos in the region. 

President Carter worked with Egypt 
and Israel to bring those two states to 
a sustainable peace. President Clinton 
worked with Jordan and Israel to nor-
malize relations between those two na-
tions. Four years ago, the United 
States formed the Abraham Accords, 
where the UAE and Bahrain recognized 
Israel’s sovereignty. Sudan and Mo-
rocco would later join. 

Then just days before October 7, 
Saudi Arabia and Israel were near a 
deal. It would have brought the region 
closer to peace. At that point, Iran had 
seen enough. Hamas, an Iranian-backed 
army, had seen enough, too, and they 
attacked, massacred, raped, and took 
Israeli and American hostages. 

People have looked at this war as a 
David and Goliath story, and in some 
ways it is. We all know the story; the 
Philistines were attacking the 
Israelites in the Valley of Elah. Every 
morning, Goliath, this giant, chal-
lenged the Israelites to fight. One day, 
David, a young shepherd boy, did what 
no one else would do: He defeated the 
giant with just a sling, against all 
odds. 

It is a story about the imbalance of 
power and strength but also courage 
and ingenuity. Israel in the last 8 
months has been painted as this Goli-
ath in the war today, and if you looked 
at a map and you zoomed in, you may 
think that, too. There is Israel, and 
there is Gaza, very small. However, if 
you zoom out, you would see the re-
ality of what is going on, and that the 
Goliath isn’t Israel, but it is Iran. 

Iran has funded over 20 terrorist or-
ganizations all surrounding Israel. 
They have funded groups that were re-
sponsible for killing three U.S. service-
members earlier this year, funding the 
Houthi rebels in Yemen responsible for 
attacking U.S. ships in the Red Sea, 
and most recently they funded Swedish 
gangs to carry out terror attacks 
against Israelis in their embassy. 

Today, just like the story, 8 million 
Jews are in the Valley of Elah sur-
rounded by the Goliath, Iran, and its 
terrorist-backed armies. Iran is not 
alone in this effort. It is supported by 
global chaos agents like Russia. What 
is happening in the Middle East and 
what is happening in Ukraine are not 
isolated events. Putin attacked 
Ukraine because he believes it is a fic-
tional state, just as Iran and Hamas 
and Hezbollah believe Israel is a fic-
tional state. 

This partnership between Iran and 
Russia has sowed conflict, chaos. Rus-
sian-made weapons have found their 
way to Hamas for years, and the same 
Iranian drones that were fired into 
Israel weeks ago have been used in 
Russia’s offensive against Ukraine. 

There are those who seek to put us 
on a path to a peaceful future and 
those who seek to disrupt it and sow 
chaos and destruction. Russia, Iran, 
Hamas, Hezbollah, Houthi, they are all 
part of this group. 

Following October 7, Israel was sud-
denly up against Goliath and con-
fronted with an impossible choice: 

What was Israel to do after October 7 
when their enemy, Hamas, went under-
ground, taking Israeli and American 
hostages with them? 

What was Israel to do when they hid 
in tunnels and shielded themselves by 
leaving innocent Palestinians above 
ground? 

What was Israel to do when Hamas 
vowed to end Israel if they were to sur-
vive? 

Hamas could cease their actions at 
any moment to save innocent lives, but 
they choose not to. If Israel stops now, 
they would not only abandon their peo-
ple and Americans, but they would also 
relinquish the hard-earned stability in 
the Middle East, opening the door for 
further chaos. 

The truth is, we aren’t seeing the for-
est for the trees. We aren’t zooming 
out to see the Goliath here—the Ira-
nians, the Russians, the terrorists that 
they support against the global com-
munity. They have done this by aban-
doning innocent people, hiding behind 
civilians, and stealing aid from Pal-
estinians. Unfortunately, their plan 
has succeeded. 

Recently, Canadian protesters gath-
ered and declared: 

What happened on October 7 was the begin-
ning of the great intifada. 

It has spread in the minds of people of the 
free world. 

When you scream with a loud voice, Long 
Live October 7, you will understand that 
these people decided to end their miseries 
and this nightmare called Israel. 

In response to calls like these, the 
Iranian Ayatollah has said it is work-
ing. That is right. He sees all of these 
protests against Israel, and the Aya-
tollah has said, it is working. 

Just last week, in reaction to U.S. 
protests, the Ayatollah praised Amer-
ican protesters in a letter that also 
contained anti-Semitic tropes and ac-
cused Israel of being a terrorist state. 

Iran and Russia’s goal of terror isn’t 
limited to the Middle East. It is spread-
ing globally. If we want this war to 
end, which I desperately do, if we want 
the hostages returned, which I des-
perately do, and a new future for Pal-
estinians in Gaza and the West Bank, 
which I desperately do, then we have to 
firmly stand against the ongoing Ira-
nian aggression. 

The path forward requires bold, eth-
ical leadership from Israel to urgently 
end the deepening humanitarian crisis, 
defeat the terror groups once and for 
all, and rally global diplomatic sup-
port. It is also a requirement that the 
leaders of the international community 
and these Arab nations be all in for 
peace and be willing to stand up to Iran 
once and for all. 

Crucially, the work ahead requires 
all of us to work together to reject the 
tactics of terror and chaos and choos-
ing to build a brighter future. 

Iranian aggression has pitted two 
groups with a deep history of trauma 
into further trauma and pain. Yet, in 
this shared trauma lies the potential 
for profound peace. This conflict can be 
the foundation upon which we build 
lasting and sustainable stability, where 
both Israelis and Palestinians can live 
in peace. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

UPCOMING CHANGES IN THE 
ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Forgive me, 
Madam Speaker, as we get our boards 
all lined up. 

Madam Speaker, I am going to try 
something a little different than start-
ing with the debt pie. We are going to 
actually sort of walk through some of 
the chaos that is coming next year. For 
those of you who always hear the say-
ing, hey, the next election is the most 
important election ever, what I am 
going to walk you through is going to 
show, yeah, it probably is, but let’s 
walk through why. 

How many of you understand that in 
December 2017 there was a tax reform 
bill? It was the first time in 30-plus 
years that the United States had up-
dated its tax code. Now, within that, 
one of the basic principles is what 
could you do to maximize economic 
growth and what could you do to make 
the United States competitive again? 

Do you remember before 2017 the 
number of organizations, corporations 
that were chartered in the United 
States that were saying, bye, we are 
going to Ireland, we are going to other 
parts of the world because the way we 
taxed international business and those 
things. We found a way to make our-
selves competitive, and I believe since 
then we haven’t had a major organiza-
tion, major corporation leave the 
United States. 

Could you imagine having gone into 
the pandemic if we hadn’t done the tax 
reform in December 2017? Also, I have 
tried in previous presentations to come 
here and talk about the morality of 
2018, 2019, even 2020. We had the biggest 
movement of closing income inequality 
in America. It was actually some of the 
fastest in modern history of wages 
going up without inflation. 

If you love and care for people, par-
ticularly working people, particularly 
those who, as is common, have the low-
est quartiles of income, go back to 2018, 
go back to 2019, go back to the begin-
ning of 2020, and understand the moral-
ity of having a revised tax code work. 

Here we are. There is something com-
ing next year we need to understand. 
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Parts of the tax code changes will ex-
pire. The reason is the way the tax re-
form had to be done because our broth-
ers and sisters on the left were not 
going to help us, and you had this 1974 
Budget Control Act that said, hey, you 
can go around the Senate 60-vote rule 
if it reduces spending within a certain 
set of rules. 

It is called reconciliation. It is a lit-
tle bit geeky. Even people here, we all 
have to sit down with the Parliamen-
tarians and work out the rules. What 
that meant is there was a budget box 
built in 2017, and we filled into that 
box, but to make that box work, be-
cause it is a 10-year number, we had 
some things that would expire. 

Guess what happens next year? A 
whole number of those provisions begin 
to expire. 

Let’s actually start to work on what 
is actually coming for us next year. 
These are the expiring tax provisions 
next year. This is going to make sense 
in a little bit. Let’s say right now you 
make $20,550 to $83,000, today your cur-
rent income tax rate—not your social 
security, not your FICA tax, those 
things, your current tax rate is 12 per-
cent of your income. It is going up to 
15 percent. The next bracket goes from 
22 percent to 25 percent, then 24 per-
cent to 28 percent, 32 percent to 33 per-
cent. We are going back to the personal 
income tax rates from 2017 and earlier. 
The crazy thing is these rates actually 
are less progressive than the current 
updated tax reform. 

Most people don’t realize, when the 
Republicans did tax reform, we lowered 
rates, we broadened the base, we did all 
these sorts of things, but it actually 
was slightly more progressive than the 
old tax code—which our Democrat 
friends, it drives them insane when you 
mention that, so I always enjoy doing 
that. 

b 1715 

This is coming. This is current law. 
This isn’t a proposal. This isn’t some 
sort of magic bait-and-switch discus-
sion. 

This is the current law. This is going 
to be part of the great battle next year 
doing policy here. I am going to show 
you three or four boards of what is 
changing in the tax code for all of us 
next year. 

Understand, that math over 10 years 
is about 4.2 trillion. The first year it is, 
like, 380 billion. Let’s just call it $400 
billion because that makes the math 
easy to do in our head. 

Let’s walk through some other 
things that are changing next year. Ex-
piring 2025 tax provisions. The child 
tax credit. 

Yes. In 2017, Republicans, without a 
single Democrat vote, doubled the 
child tax credit to $2,000. In 2026 when 
you get ready to pay your taxes, that 
provision will have expired. Instead of 
getting $2,000 per child, it goes back to 
$1,000. 

Here is one of the big differences 
when you can think about the inflation 

we have had since President Biden took 
office. 

If you live in the Scottsdale/Phoenix 
area that I represent, if you don’t 
make more than 26 percent more today 
than you did the day Biden became 
President, you are poorer. Think about 
that. 

These provisions aren’t adjusted for 
that inflation. Right now, it phases out 
at 400,000. You lose this child tax credit 
doubling. 

Next year, when this starts to expire, 
if you make over $110,000, it begins to 
expire and phase out on you. Just be 
prepared. 

The other thing is under current law, 
you get a $500 deduction per dependent. 
Next year, when you pay your 2026 
taxes, it is gone. 

Understand these are taxes on work-
ing people. This is already the current 
law. This is coming at you. 

Let’s do a little more here. Expiring 
2025 tax provisions. Current status. If 
you are single, you get a standard de-
duction. 

One of the ways the tax code works, 
the way you create sort of this progres-
sivity is you say, hey, the first block of 
your income functionally has no tax, 
and then the rates go up as you get 
higher in the income bracket. 

Right now, if you are single, the first 
$14,600, you functionally have almost 
no tax. If you are single when the pro-
visions expire, that number gets func-
tionally cut in half. It becomes $8,300. 

If you are married today, it is $29,200. 
This is the standard deduction. It will 
go back down to $16,600 so no inflation 
adjustments. Your taxes are going up 
next year. 

Understand, this is the law. Under-
stand, what we are starting to discuss 
here is what does Congress look like 
next year? What does the Presidency 
look like next year? What is the need 
of the economy? What is the need of 
the debt and deficits? This actually be-
comes really interesting debate at the 
same time you are borrowing. 

We are going to walk through, actu-
ally in a little bit, some good news on 
the economy, some stabilizing news in 
the debt and deficits, but for a lot of 
Americans, they are already just 
stressed out of their mind. 

Once again, there has been 26 percent 
inflation for my community in func-
tionally the last 3, 31⁄2 years. What hap-
pens in that same environment when 
your taxes go up? 

Let’s walk through a little bit more 
here. I know talking about tax provi-
sions is so exciting, but when you pay 
them, you understand why we wanted 
to get ahead of the curve and explain 
to our brothers and sisters in America 
this is the current law. This isn’t a pro-
posal. This is the law as it is. 

Another 2025 expiring tax provision. 
Currently, 100 percent of first-year 
bonus depreciation. Now, this has been 
starting to phase down. 

You have a small business. You buy a 
piece of equipment. I have done entire 
presentations on this. When we talk 

about research and development or ex-
pensing, you buy that piece of equip-
ment so you can be better, faster, 
cheaper, and become more productive. 

What are the two ways you pay work-
ers more in America? Actually, in all 
economics? Inflation? I raise your sal-
ary because of inflation. That bought 
you what? Nothing. Productivity. You 
are making more stuff better, faster, 
cheaper. Your wages go up. That is real 
gain. 

The idea behind the depreciation on 
both research and development and ex-
pensing was if I can get that business 
to buy a piece of equipment where they 
are more productive, they can pay 
their workers more. 

In the coming weeks, I am going to 
come here and show some of the tax 
cuts that were given to businesses after 
2017, the vast majority of that actually 
went to wages. It was wage growth. 
When you raise those taxes, you have 
to accept you will flatten out wage 
growth over the coming decade. 

This is one of our biggest frustra-
tions right now because this has been 
phasing down 20 percent each year for 
5 years. 

What is depreciation? You bought 
that piece of equipment. The govern-
ment gets what in tax receipts? If you 
depreciate it over 7 years, 5 years, you 
get to depreciate it off your taxes, 
right? If you depreciate it in 1 year, 
you get to depreciate it off your taxes. 
It is a timing effect. 

The government still gets function-
ally the same taxes. The difference is 
when you have to do it over time. 

You, the businessowner, had to find a 
way to finance that piece of equipment 
over those years until you got the tax 
benefit, and you could use that tax 
benefit. 

That is one of the reasons produc-
tivity has become stale in America. It 
is because this isn’t really a tax cut. I 
would argue it is timing. 

There is also some really interesting 
economic data that the expensing and 
the research and development expens-
ing may have represented almost half 
of the economic growth after the tax 
reform. 

Think about that, because it created 
a productivity capital cycle. In a world 
right now where we are 7 years later 
after TCJA, the tax reform, where you 
now have AI, now you have robotics, 
other things, there is an argument that 
that productivity cycle by being able 
to invest in capital equipment could 
even be steeper, meaning your wages 
go up. 

We actually passed a short-term, cou-
ple-year extension of this. We got it 
through the House. It was even bipar-
tisan. It has been sitting in the Senate 
for months. 

It shows you how perverse this thing 
is around here when even the things 
that grow the economy and grow your 
wages and functionally have almost no 
cost to tax receipts we can’t even get 
through here. 

Let’s actually walk through what 
these tax provisions expiring mean to 
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the people of my community. Let’s do 
some math. 

Here is the first one. Sorry. Some of 
the phrasing over here is a little awk-
ward. It should almost reverse. Expir-
ing tax provisions in 2025. 

Right now, per child, when you get 
the tax credit per child, that is about 
$753. That is going away. Remember, it 
is getting cut in half, so you are going 
to lose that. 

Let’s do the next one. Expiring 2025 
tax provisions. What does this mean to 
someone that lives in my Congres-
sional District? 

Before we do this, I think I need to 
have a moment of honesty. I represent 
a fairly prosperous district. I represent 
an incredibly well-educated district. 

I represent Phoenix, Scottsdale, 
Fountain Hills, Carefree, Cave Creek, 
town of Paradise Valley, north central 
Phoenix. 

If you live in my district, you likely 
have a college degree or you work your 
heart out. It is an aspirational district. 

I have to accept I am going to have 
higher numbers than a lot of the other 
districts in the Southwest. 

Think about this, just the income tax 
provision. 

We are not talking about all the 
other credits that are expiring, just the 
income tax increase for the average 
family, and, typically, we model this as 
a family of four. Your taxes are going 
up $2,541. 

If you live in the Phoenix/Scottsdale 
Congressional District 1 in Arizona, are 
you ready for $2,541? The punch line 
even gets uglier. That is just on the in-
come tax portion, not the tax credit 
portion. 

We added it up and figured out if we 
remove all the tax credits and every-
thing else that are expiring in the 2025 
year, here is our grand total. 

The average tax increase in Arizona’s 
Congressional District 1—once again, I 
need to admit mine may be almost dou-
ble some districts around the United 
States because it is a more prosperous 
district—is $5,921. 

Congratulations. This is what is com-
ing at you next year. Top this on the 26 
percent inflation that has been in my 
community. 

You are getting your head kicked in 
next year. Start thinking about that is 
what this election is just in prosperity, 
just in opportunity, just in your ability 
to save for your retirement. 

Someone like myself, I have young 
kids. Don’t laugh at me. My wife is the 
same age as I am. We are incredibly 
blessed, and we have done okay in life. 

We freak out on just trying to figure 
out how we set aside money for my re-
tirement and their education. This 
isn’t going to help. This is the current 
law. This is what is coming at you. Un-
derstand what is at stake. 

I need you to see here is almost $400 
billion just after the expirations in new 
taxes coming in, over $4.2 trillion over 
the 10 years. 

In the same time, I have a society 
that is getting older very fast. I have a 

government that is basically buying 
love from what the Democrats did here 
in the first 2 years of the Biden admin-
istration where they bought and were 
subsidizing businesses and all those 
things to a couple trillion dollars. 

You stack that on top of each other, 
and you start to understand: How do 
we do this? What do we have to do pol-
icy wise so your taxes do not go up? 

You keep the economy growing, and 
you don’t grow the debt anymore. You 
see the puzzle that I am throwing at 
you? 

We are going to make an argument, 
and I have been doing this slowly on 
the floor, trying to roll out this con-
cept. 

If you are going to think about the 
tax cut expirations, if you are going to 
think about it as binary, just think, 
well, just extend them. 

Well, that is about a $400 billion hit 
on projected borrowing. Come over 
here. Do you raise corporate taxes, be-
cause C corporations, their tax cuts are 
locked into the code. Well, you just 
slowed down the economy. 

How about we do some other things? 
Instead of making it sort of binary 
about the tax code, why not change 
government? Why not make govern-
ment dramatically less expensive? 

We have done multiple presentations. 
I am going to do more in the coming 
weeks on revolutions you could have 
by adopting technology to reduce the 
cost of healthcare. 

In the Joint Economic Committee, 
our economists on the Republican side 
are going to issue a report in the next 
couple weeks. 

I am probably going to get my head 
kicked in, but we are going to walk 
through a series of things you can do to 
dramatically reduce the cost of 
healthcare. 

Be prepared to see a number. We are 
not done with the final vetting on it. 
These are the things that are uncom-
fortable to talk about. 

If diabetes is 33 percent of all 
healthcare spend and 31 percent of all 
Medicare spend, we have a country 
where our brothers and sisters are 
dying. This may be the fifth year in a 
row where prime age males have a 
shorter life. 

Maybe the solution here is not only 
looking at the tax code but changing 
government, adopting technology so 
that government is smaller, changing 
healthcare where healthcare becomes 
about being healthy and dramatically 
reducing its cost substantially by le-
galizing technology. Then think about 
the tax code in a much more produc-
tive way. 

b 1730 
How do you design a tax code? Do we 

have to do base broadening? Do we 
have to lower certain rates? Do we 
have to spread it out so you maximize 
economic growth? It is sort of the old 
Laffer Curve concept, but I need you to 
think about it on a grand scale. 

Instead of this just being binary 
about taxes, I want you to demand that 

the Members of Congress think about 
this in a fashion of what policies are 
you willing to do to lower the cost of 
government, so we have the ability to 
extend these tax cuts without raising 
the debt and deficits. That is the great 
puzzle that is coming. You have got to 
decide when you go vote how your vote 
is going to manage that. 

Let’s actually talk through some 
things that are worrisome right now. 
You have these tax expirations already 
coming. It is the law. Remember how 
the Biden administration has been 
touting: Look at this great economy. 
We spent all this money. We bought 
prosperity. They basically bought cor-
porate America by handing out cash. 
Let’s be honest. 

It turns out we got the math wrong. 
It turns out when you look at the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, we got an-
other revision. I think it was yesterday 
or the day before. Turns out that real 
GDP growth for Nowcast wasn’t 3 per-
cent. It is down to 1.8. We are seeing a 
crashing back to where our expectation 
was of 1.8, 1.7 GDP growth. 

You have got to understand that 
when the debt grows dramatically fast-
er than the growth of your economy, 
that ratio of debt to the size of the 
economy starts to spread and it makes 
buying U.S. debt riskier, meaning we 
have to pay a premium. The United 
States is now number 14 on the credit 
stack, meaning there are 13 countries 
that have better credit. When they go 
sell a 10-year bond, their bonds are sold 
cheaper than ours. Greece today has a 
better credit stack than the United 
States. Part of that is governance. 
Part of it is all the other things that go 
into how the Moody’s and the S&P’s 
and those do. 

Understand, until we can also dem-
onstrate to the bond markets—you 
ask: Why is he talking about the bond 
markets? I think we borrowed like $57 
billion last week. 

There is some good news. Our esti-
mate that we would borrow $2.8 trillion 
this fiscal year may be down to $2.5 
trillion. That is still almost double 
what we were predicting a year ago or 
a year-and-a-half ago. 

Now, when you see the size of the 
economy starting to flatten out, is 
anyone other than myself getting nerv-
ous? 

Let’s dive into this. I would suggest 
to anyone who wants to geek out with 
me, there is an app. Go grab your 
phone. The Atlanta Fed has something 
called GDPNow. Others have Nowcast. 
They all model it differently. One 
looks at expected; one looks at actual 
data. 

This is from the Atlanta Fed. I want 
you to notice something. The Atlanta 
Fed was way up here at 4 percent. You 
had the White House and you had the 
Democrats saying: Keynesian econom-
ics works. You can buy prosperity by 
borrowing stunning amounts of money. 

Boom. That number is falling off the 
cliff. It turns out, at a certain point, 
the sugar high of spending—this is just 
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because I care about this, even if no 
one wants to hear it. 

There is sort of this allocation the-
ory. This is one of the splits between 
Republicans and Democrats. Every 
once in a while, you will hear Demo-
crats say: Well, they believe in supply 
side. Understand what that means. If 
you give someone a tax break, the ben-
efits of that go to where it gets the 
highest yield, the most productivity. 

If you engage in the arrogance of say-
ing: We are really smart. We are going 
to choose businesses which we are 
going to invest in, so we are going to 
invest in this solar technology even 
though 3 weeks later there is another 
breakthrough that doesn’t get fi-
nanced. The arrogance—oh, by the 
way, because we hand out checks, these 
people become friends with us politi-
cally. They even show up at the White 
House for nice cocktail parties and 
fundraisers. 

This is what the Democrats did. They 
had the arrogance of deciding who 
would get the money on their Inflation 
Reduction Act, the most Orwellian- 
named bill in modern history, to things 
like the CHIPS and Science Act. It was 
sort of a designation of where the cash 
goes. 

If you wake up the next day and 
there is a technology breakthrough, 
with that allocation theory—if you had 
done some of those same dollars in tax 
reform, the money goes to where it 
maximizes productivity, wage growth, 
and it becomes part of the base of the 
economy where it is the new corner-
stone of the next generation of eco-
nomic growth. This one buys you lots 
of political power. This one actually 
buys you the morality of prosperity. 

You are starting to see it. Mark my 
word, watch the data coming in on 
GDP and the size of the economy. I am 
not terrified yet. I am not that worried 
yet, but the fact of the matter is, when 
you start to see numbers predicting— 
we went from 4 to almost 1.8 in a mat-
ter of weeks. Something’s wrong out 
there. 

What happens to that debt and def-
icit when we roll over economically? 
What would happen if we hit even a 
short-term recession? 

This is one of the other great frauds 
around here. In my time here, I have 
never seen revisions in the economic 
data like we have been seeing these 
last several months, revisions where 
you get this great headline and every-
body applauds: Keynesian economics 
managed the economy. Industrial plan-
ning, it works, you see here. 

Then they don’t mention that 6 
weeks later those numbers are being 
revised way down because you have got 
your political pop already. 

Some of the revisions of the fourth- 
quarter wage and salaries, we had to 
revise down again another $73 billion. 
Some of this is from sampling errors, 
actually some there were complica-
tions. This isn’t a conspiracy. It just 
turns out the economy is different 
today than it was before the pandemic, 

a number of people work at home, this 
and that, the way we sample. We have 
to modernize our data. 

It turns out, this may explain why 
tax receipts aren’t where the size of the 
economy should be. At the same time, 
we are trying to figure out the growth 
of the debt and deficits when we keep 
being told how great the economy is. 
Now that it starts to roll over on us, 
we start to understand. 

Just a couple of other geeky things. 
Over the past four quarters, the total 
public debt has grown by more than 
twice the growth of GDP. This is a 
weird slide. Let me explain. 

Do not get it in your head that you 
can borrow at the rate of the growth of 
your economy. It doesn’t work that 
way. If the economy grew $1, you only 
get about 17 to 18 cents in tax receipts. 
This is historic. When we have had 
high marginal tax rates or low mar-
ginal tax rates, the United States gets 
about 17 to 18 percent of the economy. 
The secret is to grow the economy, 
grow the economy, grow the economy. 

What happens when you know you 
are only going to get about 17 to 18 per-
cent of that GDP growth in tax re-
ceipts when the debt grows twice as 
fast as size of the economy? 

You hear the discussions of what 
happens when you are at 100 percent of 
debt to GDP. Understand, the way the 
Europeans do their calculations, it is 
all debt. The United States, if you do 
our gross debt, the borrowing from our 
trust funds, which we have to pay in-
terest on and we have to pay it back, 
we are over 120 percent of debt to GDP. 
In one calculation, we are at 140 per-
cent of debt to GDP. 

If you do just borrowing from the 
public, which subjects you to the bond 
market being in charge of your govern-
ment, we are just shy of 100 percent of 
debt to GDP. This number tells you it 
is moving away from us fast. 

A bit of trivia. Mr. PERRY, you want 
to play? 

You can just yell from there. I know 
it is a break of decorum, but we will 
have some fun. 

If I came to you and said: What is the 
second biggest spend in government, 
what is it? The second biggest spend 
this fiscal year? 

Mr. PERRY said the military. He is a 
general. Of course he is going to say 
that. 

Turns out it is interest. 
Remember, it is unfair to use Social 

Security, because Social Security oper-
ates on its own trust fund. It has its 
own tax stream and trust fund. As we 
saw in the Social Security actuary re-
port, in about 9 or 10 years, the trust 
fund is empty and everyone gets a 21 
percent cut, depending on if the econ-
omy is good or maybe larger. 

Now, they have interest at $1.144 tril-
lion this fiscal year. My math is a lit-
tle higher. I come in just around $1.2 
trillion. 

Defense and Medicare are moving 
back and forth between who gets to be 
number three and who gets to be num-
ber four. 

My friend from Texas, tell me you 
like this number. Isn’t this terrifying? 

Mr. ROY. Will the gentleman yield? 
Just making the Parliamentarian 
happy. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
ROY) for the purposes of a colloquy. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, for everybody 
watching at home, Social Security is 
predominantly on autopilot, manda-
tory accounts. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Correct. You and 
I don’t get to vote on it. 

Mr. ROY. Interest is effectively on 
autopilot. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. You pay your ob-
ligations. 

Mr. ROY. You don’t want to default. 
Now, you put defense over here as 

discretionary, although there are some 
issues in there in terms of some social 
spending. Call that discretionary. You 
have got Medicare, which is effectively 
mandatory. What you don’t have on 
that chart is that obviously Medicare 
is growing and exploding, correct? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Medicare spend-
ing, when I checked about 6 weeks ago, 
was already up 10 percent in spending 
this fiscal year. 

Mr. ROY. Right, and it is going up in 
perpetuity. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Part of that is 
demographics. 

Mr. ROY. We have got a bubble that 
is going to—— 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Yes. 
Mr. ROY. Also not on there are sig-

nificant other mandatory things. For 
example, we have veteran spending. We 
just voted on MILCON–VA. We have 
veteran spending based on burn pits 
and stuff that is about a $500 million or 
$600 million mandatory account. 

We have what we do with food stamps 
on the farm bill and other things that 
we categorize as mandatory but are a 
little bit more discretionary. 

My point is—and I don’t want to take 
the gentleman’s time; I will yield 
back—that you are putting up there 
stuff that we pretty much have to pay. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back to the gen-
tleman from Arizona. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman from Texas is my buddy. In 
some ways he is much more elegant 
with language. He has the misfortune 
of being a lawyer. 

I show up at townhalls and things 
like that and they say it is defense 
spending. Then they don’t believe you 
when you say, no, defense is either 
third or fourth. Actually, defense 
spending is what is in the Constitution. 

We have to deal with the reality. 
This coming fiscal year, I calculate So-
cial Security will be at $1.480 trillion. 
The shortfall, just this fiscal year, is 
about $340 billion in the Social Secu-
rity tax that comes in and the spending 
is out the door. That is why you see 
them every month having to cash in 
their special Social Security Treasury 
bills. Let’s just call it that. 

Now, they get paid interest. Believe 
it or not, about 6 percent of the Social 
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Security budget is actually interest 
paid by the general fund. In some ways, 
over here we are borrowing money to 
pay back the interest on the borrowed 
money. You have got to see this weird 
washing machine that is going on. 

Mr. ROY. Will the gentlemen yield 
for one quick question? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
ROY) for the purposes of a colloquy. 

Mr. ROY. Do our revenues for this 
year, FY24, cover what is on that 
chart? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. No. 
Now, it is a little more complicated 

than that because Social Security is on 
the FICA side. Interest is general fund. 
Defense is general fund. Medicare is a 
little tricky, because it is about—I 
have a chart here I wasn’t going to use. 
Most people think Medicare is off the 
FICA tax. Only about a third of it is. 
That is the Medicare part A. That is 
the hospital portion. The other part 
comes out of some fees, and then the 
majority of it is right out of the gen-
eral fund. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, my main 
point for the average user is that the 
revenues we bring in from general 
taxes, corporate taxes, FICA taxes, the 
chart that the gentleman was just 
showing, does not cover even all of 
what the gentleman just put forward, 
much less the remainder of the govern-
ment, the remainder of the Department 
of Justice, the Department of Home-
land Security, the FBI. 

b 1745 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. You said this, 
and I actually stole it from you months 
ago, Mr. ROY. Every dime we as Mem-
bers of Congress vote on is borrowed 
money. 

Every dime we vote on is borrowed 
money, and if you actually sort of 
work it out on the annual, all defense 
is borrowed, all nondefense discre-
tionary is borrowed, and about one- 
third of Medicare is on borrowed 
money. 

Most people can’t get their heads 
around the fact that everything we 
vote on is borrowed money, and over 
here, it is on autopilot. 

I have been trying to make the moral 
argument of what is doable. I believe 
we could crash the price of healthcare. 
I believe we could dramatically shrink 
government. 

We had a hearing on artificial intel-
ligence over in the Senate with the 
Joint Economic Committee. We had a 
couple of experts saying: You realize 
you could get rid of all these employees 
and do all this stuff with 
crowdsourcing and this and that. You 
could revolutionize the size and cost of 
this government tomorrow if we would 
legalize the technology and use it. 

You have to deal with the army of 
lobbyists and the army of people from 
bureaucracies who will knife us for just 
actually saying that. 

Mr. ROY. I don’t want to take up the 
gentleman’s time, although I have time 

on the back end, and we are happy to 
bleed them together, but I would just 
add to the gentleman’s point. 

We have to address the drivers that 
the gentleman comes down and talks 
about every week for the most part and 
comes down with regularity that get to 
the heart of those numbers. 

We look at it like some monolithic 
amount that we can’t address when, in 
fact, if you drive the price of 
healthcare down through the innova-
tions the gentleman talks about, 
through cures, competition, and the 
things that we know we could do, you 
could massively reduce that Medicare 
burden, reduce interest, and deal with 
a lot of the expenses. Then, as we grow 
our economy, we get ourselves into a 
good place. 

Does the gentleman agree? 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT. The running joke 

in our office, and this is one of our 
tests for the interns—you are going to 
be tested on this later: What is your 
government? In one sentence, describe 
it. It is an insurance company with an 
army. 

Mr. ROY. Correct. 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT. It really is the 

vast majority of the money. 
Now, it is earned benefits. You 

earned it. We just don’t have the 
money for it. I am going to light my-
self on fire. I am going to go out of 
order. 

Mr. PERRY. If the gentleman would 
yield? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. The gentleman 
may want to leave before I do this 
chart because this chart really upsets 
people. 

Mr. PERRY. I don’t know if you 
talked about disability, where we have 
gotten the money for the increase in 
disability, how we are making up for 
that, what the growth of that number 
looks like, and what the plan for the 
future is. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. It is more com-
plicated, and I have to do about a half- 
hour presentation to talk about it be-
cause it is more than just the dis-
ability payments that are part of So-
cial Security and SSI. 

Mr. PERRY. Where do we get that 
money? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. That is coming 
out of part of the FICA tax, but it is 
the labor force participation. When you 
create incentives in society not to be 
part of society, then you lose all sorts 
of things. 

Let’s do this slightly out of order. I 
was going to do this slide to talk about 
the scale of what you and I have to 
deal with. 

What happens in society when you 
functionally finance people being sick? 

Let’s be brutal. We should do some 
fairly revolutionary things in the farm 
bill because we give people money to 
buy onion rings. I would say that is im-
moral when obesity is almost one-half 
of healthcare costs. 

I have a slide that shows the Milken 
Institute study from a couple of years 
ago. It is 40 percent of all healthcare 
spending in the country. We are dying. 

Then, we have this other issue that 
we are not having children. This last 
year, fertility rates in the United 
States collapsed to 1.62, meaning 
France has more children than we do. 

You tell me how we finance things 
like Social Security, Medicare, and 
these things, which are pay-as-you-go. 
Today’s taxpayers are sort of paying 
the benefits of today’s retirees, which 
is the way it was designed because we 
always expect population stability. 

In 15 years, this country has more 
deaths than births. We are having the 
fifth year in a row where prime-age 
males are dying younger. A child born 
today, particularly a male child born 
today, is estimated to have a shorter 
life expectancy than you and I. 

There is something incredibly im-
moral happening, and I would say it is 
our own policies. We have incentivized 
leaving the workforce. We have fi-
nanced unhealthy living. We do a num-
ber of things where we have indem-
nified being alive, healthy, and part of 
society. 

It is immoral what we have done 
under policy, and most of the policies 
have been brought to us by that side. 
We make the sin of continuing it. 

Here is the punch line. This punch 
line is really uncomfortable, and you 
may want to run away from me be-
cause I am an idiot willing to tell the 
truth. 

The average family is going to get 
back Social Security money and about 
a $72,000 spiff for the average couple, 
which is a crack rate of return. Most 
people don’t realize that your Social 
Security payment is actually progres-
sive. If you were at the lower end, you 
get a decent rate of return. If you are 
at the higher end, you actually get a 
substantially negative rate of return. 

For every dollar you paid when you 
paid your FICA taxes for Medicare, we 
now calculate you get $5 to $6 back. 
This right here and the financing costs 
to that is the primary driver of U.S. 
debt. 

I have been booed. I have had some-
one throw something at me. I have had 
a woman stand on her chair and scream 
at me that she wants every dime. It is 
fine. It is an earned benefit. You earned 
it. 

My argument is that we need to 
think more like revolutionaries. Legal-
ize the technology. Do the financing of 
the cures, the very things where we 
could crash the price of healthcare and 
have a healthier and more moral soci-
ety, maybe with family formation, 
maybe where young working men 
aren’t dying younger, maybe where 
obesity isn’t killing off substantial por-
tions of society. 

It is moral, and I need us to think 
much more because complex problems, 
the terrible things, often require com-
plex solutions, and I don’t know if this 
place is capable of thinking of com-
plexities. 

Mr. ROY. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker, 

I yield to the gentleman from Texas. 
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Mr. ROY. Would the gentleman agree 

that the fundamental obstacle to 
achieving what the gentleman just out-
lined is that it has a lot of complexities 
in it? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Yes, but we have 
a plan. We have a plan. 

Mr. ROY. We will go through com-
mittees, figure out the work. It is 
tough work. We will do it. 

Would the gentleman agree the pri-
mary obstacle to that is, and I am 
going to use this term broadly, the 
buildup—the gentleman referenced K 
Street and the army of lobbyists—the 
sort of corporatization of all things 
that we do, meaning healthcare is driv-
en predominantly by the massive cor-
porations—pharmaceutical, hospitals, 
pharma. My life got saved by great in-
novation in pharmaceuticals when I 
had cancer. I am for it. 

But the corporatization, the cor-
porate cronyism, the extent you have 
these massive entities, including, by 
the way, those that are driving our 
food supply, all the regulations prohib-
iting small farms and small 
meatpacking plants to ship the stuff to 
have local produce and local foods so 
that you can eat healthy. It is the mas-
sive corporate interests that come here 
lobbying for benefits and tax breaks 
that, by the way, are going to be front 
and center among Republicans when 
everyone says that we must go back 
and put in place all the tax benefits, 
which some are good, as I was talking 
about earlier. 

Does the gentleman agree that some 
of these are part of the problem? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. This is probably 
going to be the first time you have ever 
heard this, CHIP. I don’t think you are 
cynical enough. That is actually very 
funny for those of us who know CHIP. 

We have actually created a motto in 
our office: Money, power, vanity, but 
most of the time, it is about the 
money. 

I would argue that Congress has be-
come substantially a protection rack-
et. We protect incumbent bureauc-
racies and incumbent business models. 
When someone comes to us and says: 
Hey, I have this thing you can blow 
into and, boom, it will tell you that 
you have the flu, and it can bounce off 
your medical records and order your 
antivirals that Lyft can drop off in 2 
hours. That technology exists. We will 
find a way to make that illegal. We 
will make it so you can’t be reim-
bursed. It will be illegal for an algo-
rithm to write a prescription—those 
sorts of things. 

There is a revolution of technology 
around us where we can make our lives 
so much easier. You and your family 
can have more time, and we can crash 
the debt and deficit, and young people 
don’t have to live poorer than their 
parents because that is what the math 
says. 

This will be the first generation com-
ing up right now that will be economi-
cally more disadvantaged than their 
parents. That is immoral, and we can 

stop it, but we have to think disrup-
tively. 

Maybe I am a little bit of a utopian 
on some of this stuff. The Democrats, 
all their taxes, you get about 1.5 per-
cent of GDP when you do economic ef-
fects. I have offered some pretty brutal 
amendments here, which are never 
going to pass, on cutting spending and 
nondefense discretionary. If you let me 
have everything, I can get 1 percent of 
nondefense discretionary, 21⁄2 percent. 

The runway rate this year, I think it 
is going to go down near the ending of 
the last quarter of this year, but we are 
burning 8, 9 percent of GDP in bor-
rowing. 

Here is my problem: If you are bor-
rowing about 8 percent of GDP and ev-
eryone’s proposal, because this is our 
campaign talking points, is down here, 
we have to revolutionize policy. 

There is our problem because there 
will be an army of people in the hall-
ways here really cranky at us because 
we are forcing them to compete, have a 
vibrant economy, and bring tech-
nology, disruption, and productivity to 
market. 

It means they have to change their 
business models. The bureaucracies 
have to actually be, in many ways, re-
placed with technology. 

Mr. PERRY. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker, 
I yield to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania. 

Mr. PERRY. Are you talking about, 
to be clear, crashing the cost of 
healthcare? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. And government. 
Mr. PERRY. You are talking about 

bringing down substantially, almost 
cataclysmically—— 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. No, no, no. Don’t 
use a word like that. Just morally. 
Morally. 

Mr. PERRY. That is fine, but sub-
stantially, the magnitude. That money 
is going somewhere right now. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Yes. 
Mr. PERRY. Wherever that is going, 

those folks want that money. 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Of course. How 

much of that is on borrowed money 
right now? 

Mr. PERRY. It is all borrowed 
money. 

So who is going to be unhappy if we 
do that? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Oddly enough, I 
get this crazy thing where I will get 
business models that are built on to-
day’s way of healthcare reimburse-
ment, which need sick people to exist. 
They will come in and say: Okay, I am 
wearing two hats. For my business, I 
need to stop you, SCHWEIKERT. 

It is like the fights we had here on 
telehealth and digital medicine, those 
things. They fought like crazy to stop 
that, and then, in the next sentence as 
they are walking out the door, they are 
saying: But we want it for our family. 
We want the technology. We want the 
time. We want to be healthier. We want 
this. 

That is actually why I am hoping at 
some point the morality of what people 
would want for themselves and their 
families, they will see actually it is 
good business, moral, and really impor-
tant for the future survival of this Re-
public. 

Mr. PERRY. I am not going to hold 
my breath. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. You have to keep 
trying. My argument is that there is a 
path. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate you 
tolerating us, but there is a path where 
you can make this math work. The 
problem is it is going to be hard. There 
are going to be people who are upset 
because you are making them rethink 
how they do their business. You are 
going to make bureaucrats either re-
build their bureaucratic model or actu-
ally go find a job in the private sector, 
but we don’t have a choice. 

Be prepared. There is a way to save 
us. One of our economists has played 
some math games, and the theory is 
depending on where interest rates are 
at, because functionally the bond mar-
ket is getting close to running this 
country, depending on where interest 
rates are, you may have 3, 5 years, 
could be longer, where a movement in 
the bond market starts to consume all 
your variability. 

At that point, it is almost too late to 
do major policy. At that point, you are 
doing policy to pacify those whom you 
are trying to sell your debt to. 

b 1800 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. This election you 
just saw, you have the prosperity of 
your family and the tax code, but you 
have an opportunity to use that 
stressor. 

Mr. ROY, this is actually where my 
punch line at the end was going to be: 
Are we nimble enough to use the 
stressor of the expiring tax provisions 
to get us to think about things we 
could do to change the cost of govern-
ment because it is like the debt ceiling 
around here and other things? Without 
those and without a stressor on this 
place, this place will not do anything 
that is hard. 

Let’s think creatively. Let’s do qual-
ity math. Let’s be hopeful, but let’s de-
mand that the public understand the 
scale of the problem and that there is 
hope. It just is that hope isn’t per-
petual. We may only have a few more 
years, and then the revolution is too 
late to be able to make the difference. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

CRISIS AT THE BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT), my colleague and friend, 
for his steadfast dedication to ensuring 
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the American people are informed, at 
least the 72 people that were watching 
C–SPAN while you were extempo-
raneously educating them. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. My own family 
doesn’t watch. 

Mr. ROY. In all seriousness, we were 
able to push this out. We were able to 
do clips. It is important that we con-
tinue to have this conversation. 

The gentleman is correct, in very 
broad terms and very specific terms, 
about the extent to which we have a 
fiscal crisis looming. It is incumbent 
upon this body to do something about 
it. 

We have structural reforms we could 
put in place that the gentleman is 
talking about. I think we just covered 
that quite nicely, but we also need to 
be aware of what we need to do with 
our discretionary spending and using 
the power of the purse, both to con-
strain the bureaucracy that is still a 
third of that annual spending and con-
strain that spending also for the pur-
pose of limiting tyranny over the 
American people. 

This is one of those things that frus-
trates me among my colleagues, both 
Democrat and Republican. The gen-
tleman from Arizona is not in that 
group, by the way, because the gen-
tleman from Arizona, I think, largely 
would agree with what I am getting at 
here. I have colleagues who will always 
slip into saying: It doesn’t matter. 
Stop worrying about discretionary. 
Stop having a fight about $100 billion 
or $30 billion or whatever your debate 
is about constraining discretionary 
spending. 

When I say that to the average lis-
tener, what I mean is what we spend 
every year on the stuff you see in the 
bureaucracy, such as the Department 
of Justice, the Department of Com-
merce, the Department of Homeland 
Security, and the Department of De-
fense, all of those things that make up 
the alphabet soup of government that, 
frankly, are the things impacting your 
life every day, or undermining, frank-
ly, your freedoms every day. 

The thing that drives me crazy in 
this town is you will hear Members of 
Congress who come down here and they 
say: Chip, we have a razor-thin major-
ity. Don’t you understand? Chip, it is 
all mandatory spending. You don’t 
have to focus on this $100 billion. We 
are talking about $35 trillion in debt. 

That happens all the time. I assume 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PERRY) would agree with me. I assume, 
in his career, since he has been here a 
few years longer than I have, that we 
hear that as an excuse for ignoring our 
job to constrain the bureaucracy, using 
the power of the purse, almost every 
single day that we come down here to 
the floor, when we are in committee or 
in our conference meetings. I assume 
the gentleman agrees with me on that 
point. 

Mr. PERRY. Of course I do. We have 
fought bitterly. I mean, even if you 
just look at the last few years here 

since the pandemic, the pandemic was 
unexpected, decisions were made, and 
in hindsight we obviously made some 
wrong choices. 

Be that as it may, it was expensive. 
People were out of work. The govern-
ment forced them out of work, forced 
them to close their businesses. It was 
only right, since the government had 
the authority and the power to do that, 
to make them as whole as possible. 

Now, we can debate that as long as 
we want to, but subsequent to the end 
of the pandemic, it should have been 
reasonable for the people in this room 
on either side of the aisle to say: Well, 
let’s just reset back to prepandemic. 

Believe it or not, at that time, if we 
had just gone back to that number, the 
budget would have balanced. 

Mr. ROY. You are quite right. 
Mr. PERRY. We would actually have 

taken in enough revenue to pay for the 
things that we were buying, but a sub-
stantial portion of this body, unfortu-
nately, my friends, my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle, said: No, no, 
no. We are going to keep spending now 
at the pandemic level even though the 
pandemic is over. 

Mr. ROY. The gentleman is correct. I 
think that is one of the things I want 
to stress. I came down here not to talk 
about spending. However, on the heels 
of our friend from Arizona, I want to 
make the point and then pivot to what 
I think is important to talk about. I 
am sure the gentleman will agree. 

In the context, it matters, right? 
What we fund matters. We are funding 
the Department of Homeland Security 
and for them to utterly fail to secure 
the homeland and endanger our own 
people and empower migrants to be 
able to actually flood in and get 
dumped into the United States, includ-
ing the individual who was paroled into 
the United States and killed Laken 
Riley, including individuals who were 
dumped into the United States and 
shot those two police officers in New 
York just last week, including the indi-
vidual who killed a woman named 
Lizbeth Medina in my own State— 
killed her, and her mom found her in 
the bathtub when she was supposed to 
be cheerleading on the streets. I can 
give example after example. We are 
funding that. We are funding the DHS 
that does that. 

We are funding the FBI that has been 
politicized against the former Presi-
dent, against our own people, like 
Scott Smith and Mark Houck and 
other people around the country. We 
are politicizing the FBI and the De-
partment of Justice that is using the 
FACE Act to put a 75-year-old woman 
in jail for 2 years for praying at an 
abortion facility. 

You are paying for that, ladies and 
gentlemen. You, the American tax-
payer, are paying for that, and guess 
what? With all due respect to my Re-
publican colleagues, both Democrats 
and Republicans are funding it. 

They are funding it, and they come 
down and they say: Well, we have a 
duty to do that. 

Our Democratic colleagues will say: 
We must do all these things. You are 
politicizing this. You are making it 
this way. 

My Republican colleagues will say: 
Well, CHIP, of course, we would like to 
do that. Of course, we would like to fix 
it, but you don’t understand. You can’t 
do math. We have a razor-thin major-
ity. We can’t possibly get it done. 

By the way, when did they ever talk 
about the razor-thin majority in the 
Senate, which exists? 

Mr. PERRY. Right. It does. 
Mr. ROY. One last point. Has my 

friend from Pennsylvania heard the 
same issues? I won’t say who, but I 
have already heard very important 
Members of this body, in terms of their 
rank and committee, already talking 
about the fact that, no matter what 
happens in November, if we win the 
White House and President Trump is in 
the White House and if we win the 
House of Representatives, even grow 
our majority, and if we win back the 
Senate and have a majority of two, 
three, or four, depending on how you go 
look at the scoreboard, that we will 
not have 60 votes. 

We are told: Unless you can do some-
thing on reconciliation, which is a ma-
neuver—for all you Americans out 
there—to find a way to bend around 
the 60-vote threshold in the Senate, 
well, then you are just stuck. We are 
sorry. You just have to accept it, CHIP. 

Does the gentleman hear that all the 
time, and has he already heard Mem-
bers already setting the stage for Janu-
ary to say: We can’t do the things that 
we said we would do? 

Mr. PERRY. Of course, I have heard 
it. I have heard it ever since I have 
been here. There is always some rea-
son: We have a slim majority. We don’t 
have a majority at all. We don’t have 
60. We don’t have the Presidency. We 
have this House, not that body. It is 
the courts. There is always some rea-
son to say we can’t do it. 

I was in a committee hearing today 
talking about waste and abuse on for-
eign affairs. I found out that we send 
money to Nepal to support atheism. We 
send some of your money to Nepal, 
which is a highly religious society, to 
support atheism. 

What I am told is: Well, not all bills 
are perfect. Nobody agrees with that, 
but we had to get the bill passed. 

Well, somebody agreed with it. It 
ended up in there. 

Mr. ROY. Right. 
Mr. PERRY. Somebody wanted that, 

so I am supposed to go along with that. 
The people that I represent that wake 
up early in the morning and go to work 
and pay their taxes, their money is 
going for that when they can’t afford 
their electricity bill, their food bill, or 
their daycare bill. It is insane. 

This whole thing about a wide-open 
border, not only can they not afford to 
pay the bills, but their kids can’t even 
get jobs now coming out of high school 
because they are competing with peo-
ple who are here illegally who will take 
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those jobs where you start out, where 
the only skill you have, Mr. ROY, is, I 
can show up on time with a good atti-
tude. That is the skill I had when I was 
13 or 14 years old, right? That is the 
skill I had when I started. 

You start out doing things that 
maybe a lot of people don’t want to do, 
but now there are other people in this 
country with a work permit. Your kids 
can’t even get started anymore. That is 
the insult upon injury. 

You are being taxed out of your 
homes. You can’t afford your bills. 
Other people are taking your work. 
You are being told to sit down and shut 
up and just take it, whether you are in 
Congress or, Heaven forbid, you are at 
home and you are watching on TV and 
you are saying: What do I do about any 
of this? I told my Representative, and 
they said they can’t stop it. 

Mr. ROY. In the meantime, I want to 
pivot to the border point you just 
raised, but I would like to make the 
point. We are funding all those rules 
and the requirements that are driving 
the American family out of the ability 
to afford a life. 

Just today, I had a crack in my wind-
shield, and I was just there at the deal-
er’s getting it looked at and getting it 
worked on. We couldn’t go do a non-
dealer part for reasons I won’t get into. 
It was $1,100 for a windshield. They 
used to be 200 bucks. You would call 
Safelite or somebody to come out, and 
they would replace the glass. Now they 
say: Well, you can’t just replace the 
glass because it has all these sensors in 
the windshield. 

Mr. PERRY. Mandated by the gov-
ernment. 

Mr. ROY. Right. Guess what? Now, 
increasingly, all of these things are 
mandated by the idiots in this Cham-
ber. 

Mr. PERRY. Like the kill switch. 
Mr. ROY. Right. The idiots in this 

Chamber voted to cause that to happen 
and back up what the regulators down 
the street are forcing on the average 
American. 

Here is what I don’t get, right? All 
my colleagues here, if I forced my col-
leagues, one by one, to go down to the 
microphone on any one of these issues 
and explain to their constituents: I am 
going to vote—as some Republicans did 
last fall—I am going to vote against 
eliminating a kill switch in a car, 
which is going to dramatically increase 
the cost of that car, dramatically in-
crease the cost of that windshield, dra-
matically increase the chance that 
that car is going to shut down in the 
20-below-zero cold in North Dakota and 
leave you on the side of the road be-
cause you have a computer deter-
mining whether you can start the car, 
if I made every Member go defend that, 
they would start to think twice about 
it because that is a hard thing to de-
fend. 

However, they didn’t want to vote 
against it because MADD came around 
and lobbied for it. They didn’t want to 
be against that, so 19 Republicans say: 

No. Sorry. I can’t vote against killing 
the kill switch. 

If you put it out there and start real-
ly telling the American people: Hey, 
should we have something in there that 
protects people from drunk driving, 
they will say: Well, I guess so. 

What if that would cost you another 
$10,000 for the car? 

They would say: Are you out of your 
freaking mind? 

However, we do it, and we do it for 
the same reason Mr. SCHWEIKERT was 
talking about why our healthcare costs 
are high. It is because there is an army 
of lobbyists in town, or there is an 
army of people who are going to go out 
and say certain things. The one thing 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT said, when he talked 
about how we are going to make sure 
that we are protecting incumbents, he 
didn’t mention about protecting the in-
cumbency of the people in this room, 
people who hold onto their election 
certificate like it is the most impor-
tant damned thing they will ever have 
in their life, instead of the opportunity 
to come here and do what we said we 
would do. 

Does the gentleman agree? 
Mr. PERRY. I do agree. I do agree 

with that completely. Protecting that, 
and, of course, what we are seeing right 
now is the protection or the attempted 
protection of that at the Presidential 
level. 

For 31⁄2 years, I have watched the 
President say: I can’t do anything 
about a wide-open border. I can’t take 
any action. There is nothing I can do. 
It must come from the legislature. 

Yet, somehow, now that all the polls 
have turned around and it looks omi-
nous in 5 months, somehow, he found 
the wherewithal to say: Well, shazam, I 
can take executive action. 

Who knew? Well, the American peo-
ple knew because, before he got there, 
executive action was taken, and the 
border was relatively secure, much 
more secure than it is now. 

For 31⁄2 years, it has been wide open, 
and, essentially, our President just ac-
knowledged what we all knew, that 
this has been meaningful. This has 
been by design, the wide-open border 
has been intentional, and he could have 
done something about it, but he chose 
not to until he had no other choice po-
litically. 

Even at that, I am sure that my good 
friend from Texas, who is on the front 
lines in Texas, is going to talk about 
the provisions of this. The one I find 
interesting, we are going to stop these 
people coming in once we hit the 
threshold unless they are minors, unac-
companied children. Unless they are 
minors, unaccompanied children, we 
are going to let—so we are going to 
allow the sex trafficking of children to 
continue, even as we know that our 
Federal Government has lost track of 
literally tens of thousands of children 
illegally in our country, unaccom-
panied. 

Mr. ROY. There were 85,000 docu-
mented in one case, for sure. 

Mr. PERRY. Yes, 85,000. Right. Yeah. 
Mr. ROY. And I am glad the gen-

tleman brings this issue up because I 
would note that, today, while I was sit-
ting in the House Judiciary Committee 
with the gentleman from California 
(Mr. KILEY)—who just came in to join 
us, who is going to take the micro-
phone, I am sure, in a little bit—we had 
the Attorney General before us. We 
were questioning the Attorney General 
in the House Judiciary Committee. 

In that exchange, I was asking the 
Attorney General about the extent to 
which he believes that it is wrong for 
Texas to have passed what we call SB4 
in Texas to empower Texans to do the 
job of stopping people from being re-
leased into the United States, contrary 
to law, and endangering the people of 
Texas that has led directly to the 
death of Texans, does he believe, as the 
Attorney General of the United States, 
that it is wrong for Texas to do that? 

The reason I asked him that question 
is because, as the Attorney General of 
the United States, he is, of course, 
leading litigation to stop us. He is 
suing Texas, taking us to court to try 
to prevent us from doing it because of 
the Supremacy Clause. The Federal 
Government is supposed to do this, and 
you don’t have a say. 

Well, hold on a second. If the Federal 
Government is supposed to secure the 
border of the United States and man-
age this inflow of people and it is vio-
lating the laws and dumping people 
into the United States, are we saying 
that the people of Texas can’t, under 
the invasion clause or otherwise, say: 
It is our duty as the people of Texas to 
protect our citizens and our people? 

b 1815 

The Attorney General, of course, said 
no. He has got to take us to court and 
go sue us. The fact is he is, therefore, 
ignoring— 

Mr. PERRY. When is the invasion 
clause operable then? 

Mr. ROY. I think he would say it is 
not. 

Mr. PERRY. When is it? Never? 
Mr. ROY. I think he would say if you 

have got a literal army of people com-
ing across the river, I suppose. I think 
they would probably fight us on that. 

Mr. PERRY. If you came across with 
a gun and you were wearing a uniform 
with your name on it, that is an inva-
sion. If you don’t have a gun and you 
don’t have a uniform, no matter what 
your intentions are or the scale, that is 
not an invasion. 

Mr. ROY. I am not sure that they 
have stipulated the former, but they 
certainly want to try to stop us from 
identifying and recognizing the latter. 
The reality is that the people of Texas 
are fed up and they are asking their 
leaders to do the job the Federal Gov-
ernment won’t do. 

I will compliment Republicans. I am 
not afraid to criticize both Republicans 
or Democrats. I will compliment Re-
publicans for having done a year ago 
what we have never done, which is set 
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aside the absurdity of saying you have 
got to do amnesty and setting aside the 
absurdity of saying you have got to 
open the floodgates to more people 
coming into the country, even though 
we allow about a million people a year 
to come in. 

Mr. PERRY. Legally. 
Mr. ROY. Legally. 
Even though we have 51.5 million 

people in the United States who are 
foreign-born. You have the Chamber of 
Commerce and all of the big interests 
coming down here saying: You guys 
have got to open up more immigration. 
You have to do it. 

We always bow down. We always say: 
Okay, we will do that. We will do am-
nesty, but can we just get some secu-
rity? We beg for crumbs. 

A year ago, we did something dif-
ferent. We came together as Repub-
licans, and we passed the most com-
prehensive and strongest border secu-
rity bill we have ever passed. 

Frankly, I don’t think my colleagues 
fully understand the historical impor-
tance of that, even many who support 
it and talk about it and tweet about it. 

I have been here in some various 
forms, now 5 years as Member of Con-
gress. I was here as chief of staff for 
Senator TED CRUZ. I was on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee as a lawyer. I 
watched the debates and the failures 
and the Gangs of Eight and all of the 
machinations. I watched in 2017 when 
we had two different bills, so-called 
Goodlatte 1, Goodlatte 2. We left Presi-
dent Trump stranded. We blew it. 

Last year, we came together, we set 
the terms of what we will now do next 
year. That matters. 

When Republicans unite to achieve 
something, not unity for the sake of it. 
I get so tired of hearing my colleagues 
talk about unity. I say something like: 
To do what? 

It doesn’t matter. We have just got 
to unite. To do what? Right? 

When we unite to say we are going to 
stand up and say we are going to secure 
the border of the United States, we did 
it. We didn’t always agree, by the way. 
People swept aside our differences of 
opinion a year ago. 

We fought through it. We met, we 
worked, and we passed the best border 
security bill we have ever passed. The 
Senate has sat on it. They tried to pass 
a sham bill, which the President today 
went to the microphone and gave up 
the game. Remember the Senate bill? 
The Senate bill said: Oh, don’t worry, 
guys. We are going to cap the flow at 
5,000. 

Mr. PERRY. A day. 
Mr. ROY. A day. Which, by the way, 

Obama’s Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, Jeh Johnson, said a thousand a 
day was basically a crisis. 

We are going to cap it at 5,000 a day, 
rest easy, but we are going to have all 
these exceptions. We are going to have 
exceptions for unaccompanied children; 
exceptions for parolees when we are 
violently just dumping people into the 
United States under parole; exceptions 

for foreign nationals who use the CBP 
One app, which is another version of 
parole. 

We objected. All the Democrats said: 
You guys are not doing this bipartisan 
bill. 

Guess what the President did today? 
He went to the microphone, and he 
looked at America and he said: ‘‘We 
need to regain control of the border.’’ 

The President of the United States 
today acknowledged to everybody 
watching and to every American that 
we do not have control of the border. 
That is what the President did today. 

The President also went to the 
microphone today and said: ‘‘I will cap 
it at 2,500.’’ If the President of the 
United States has the authority today 
to issue an order to cap it at 2,500, did 
he not have that authority 2 months 
ago or 6 months ago or 2 years ago or 
31⁄2 years ago? Of course, he did. That 
gives up the game on the Senate bill 
when they said they would cap it at 
5,000 and the President comes in 3 
months later, why? 

It is because he is looking at the 
polls and he is looking at his butt get-
ting kicked and he is looking at losing 
the House and the Senate. Now, he is, 
like, oh, crap. I have got to do some-
thing to actually look like I care about 
the border when everybody in America 
knows I don’t. 

Madam Speaker, so he did it. He went 
to the microphone, and he said it and 
he made a joke of the Senate bill that 
all of those Senate Democrats and all 
of our Democratic colleagues have been 
lying to the American people that we 
have been obstructing good bills when 
they are the ones that put forward a 
sham bill and the President made it 
clear today. 

Does the gentleman agree? 
Mr. PERRY. I agree completely. The 

historical perspective of what we ac-
complished in the House over a year 
ago now with the most righteous bor-
der security bill ever to pass out of the 
House is to give Members of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate the 
alternative, so when the President 
says: Well, you haven’t done anything 
over there. You haven’t passed any-
thing, and you won’t pass the bipar-
tisan bill. 

Madam Speaker, it doesn’t matter. I 
mean, it is awesome when it can be bi-
partisan, but what is more awesome is 
when it can be correct, when it actu-
ally is the solution to the problem. 

The Senate bill, the so-called border 
protection bill that allows 5,000 people 
every single day to hemorrhage across 
our border illegally, is not a solution. 
It is not a solution to an open border. 
It is just a codification of an open bor-
der. 

The fact that some of my friends on 
the other side of the aisle didn’t want 
to vote in favor of securing the border 
shouldn’t be a reason for the President 
to say: You haven’t done anything. 

We get that he doesn’t like it. He 
doesn’t like it because it actually 
would have secured the border. That 

goes to the point. It was always his in-
tention. It has always been his inten-
tion. It has always been the intention 
of my friends on the other side of the 
aisle to leave the border wide-open as 
long as they possibly could and get 
away with it. The only reason it is 
changing now is because the polls re-
flect that the American people are, 
number one, sick of it; and, number 
two, know they are being lied to and 
know that the President has the au-
thority and the ability to secure the 
border. 

Mr. ROY. I will ask the gentleman a 
quick question, then I will leave both 
of us a little time at the end. We have 
got about 9 minutes left. 

I will give a chance for us to talk 
about June 6, which is coming up in a 
couple days. I want to ask one thing 
today, in that we just talked about the 
border. We just talked about the extent 
to which they are wide-open, being ig-
nored, endangering the American peo-
ple. It is purposeful. 

We just talked about the attorney 
general suing to get in front of Texas 
trying to secure our borders. I just 
want to point out the extent to which 
the current administration is defying 
and undermining the rule of law on a 
daily basis. 

As we sit here in this Chamber and 
we sit here under Moses and we sit here 
in recognition of the importance of the 
rule of law, this administration is at 
war with the rule of law: the borders 
are open, ignoring the law; student 
loan repayments, ignoring the Supreme 
Court and the law to try to buy votes. 
You have got wide-open streets and 
criminals on the streets, and we are 
not prosecuting crimes that we need to 
prosecute. 

More importantly, you have an ad-
ministration hell-bent on trying to use 
the political apparatus to target a 
former President and to use it in direct 
violation of everything we understand 
and know about the importance of 
blind justice. You cannot get away 
from that reality. 

Today, we have an attorney general 
who is choosing to target one President 
and say: I am going to charge you with 
a crime. Right? And then choosing not 
to charge the other President for basi-
cally the same crime with the classi-
fied record stuff. You have got the At-
torney General of the United States 
saying, I am not going to turn over 
audio of the very rationale for why 
Special Counsel Hur said: No, we 
shouldn’t go after the current Presi-
dent because, frankly, he is not men-
tally able to do it, and he will be a 
sympathetic figure. 

They don’t want to turn over the 
audio, even though it is the same mate-
rial, and the attorney general testified 
to that today. 

That is an abomination to the rule of 
law that you have got the New York 
prosecutor in complete and obvious co-
ordination with the attorney general, 
where the deputy to the number three 
goes up and works with the D.A. in 
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New York and they prosecute the 
former President of the United States. 

They prosecute him on a State law 
charge, but then they bastardize and 
shoehorn in a Federal charge they 
won’t even define. Then they use that 
to run through multiple charges that 
most observers say may not even get 
through the State system without 
their supreme court in New York 
throwing it out. 

We have got 6 minutes. I will get to 
this other issue. 

Does the gentleman see the problem 
with what is happening to the rule of 
law, the very foundation that causes 
migrants to want to come here and the 
strength of this economy and this 
country? 

Mr. PERRY. I do, and I lament this. 
I say this often. The gentleman from 
Texas has heard me say that this is the 
Constitution of the United States of 
America, Madam Speaker. 

It is a quick read. You can probably 
read that in less than an hour. Every-
body can see it is a piece of paper. It 
cannot defend itself. 

Mr. ROY. Correct. 
Mr. PERRY. There it is, laying on 

the desk. This is the owner’s manual. 
This is the operator’s manual. This is 
the set of instructions for running your 
country. We all take an oath to follow 
this thing. However, if you are not 
going to, if you choose not to, this Con-
stitution can do nothing about it. It 
can do nothing. 

It takes people of integrity. People 
that are willing to sacrifice their own 
personal viewpoints on occasion or 
what I call the avarice of man, their 
own personal greed; the things that 
they want for the sake of this. When 
people refuse to do this, refuse to do 
that, and just use the awesome author-
ity granted to them in a position 
whether it is electoral or otherwise in 
places like the Department of Justice, 
well, that is what we have today. 

That is what we have today, which is 
a Soviet-style show trial to go after 
your political rivals. This is the thing 
of dictators and tyrants. 

One of the practitioners I saw this 
week before I came in said: It is crazy. 
It is crazy. I said: It is not crazy; it is 
tyranny. It is tyranny. 

Mr. ROY. I assume the gentleman 
would agree with me—and I am going 
to switch topics, but it is a transition 
that makes it more meaningful—that 
when the boys walked into the wall of 
bullets that they walked into at Nor-
mandy in 1944 that they weren’t doing 
it to toss aside the rule of law and the 
Constitution, all that this country 
stands for. 

I have chosen not to go to Normandy 
and to make the trip. I didn’t wear the 
uniform. I want to leave it to those 
who did. Some who wore the uniform 
aren’t going. I want the gentleman to 
comment on this as he has served for 
almost three decades or something 
along those lines in the United States 
Armed Forces—just so everybody 
knows, today is June 4. 

In 2 days, it will be 80 years since 
those men got in those boats, jumped 
out into the stormy seas, ran on to the 
sand, ran into a wall of bullets, went 
up the cliffs, and then went all the way 
to Bastogne, to Germany, went 
through all of what they went through, 
this is the message from General Eisen-
hower on the order of June 6, 1944: 

‘‘Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen of the 
Allied Expeditionary Force! 

‘‘You are about to embark upon the 
Great Crusade, toward which we have 
striven these many months. The eyes 
of the world are upon you. The hope 
and prayers of liberty-loving people ev-
erywhere march with you. In company 
with our brave Allies and brothers-in- 
arms on other Fronts, you will bring 
about the destruction of the German 
war machine, the elimination of Nazi 
tyranny over the oppressed peoples of 
Europe, and security for ourselves in a 
free world. 

‘‘Your task will not be an easy one. 
Your enemy is well trained, well 
equipped and battle-hardened. He will 
fight savagely. 

‘‘But this is the year 1944! Much has 
happened since the Nazi triumphs of 
1940–41. The United Nations have in-
flicted upon the Germans great defeats, 
in open battle, man-to-man. Our air of-
fensive has seriously reduced their 
strength in the air and their capacity 
to wage war on the ground. Our Home 
Fronts have given us an overwhelming 
superiority in weapons and munitions 
of war, and placed at our disposal great 
reserves of trained fighting men. The 
tide has turned! The free men of the 
world are marching together to Vic-
tory! 

‘‘I have full confidence in your cour-
age, devotion to duty and skill in bat-
tle. We will accept nothing less than 
full Victory! 

‘‘Good luck! And let us beseech the 
blessing of Almighty God upon this 
great and noble undertaking.’’ 

Those words speak for themselves. 
We honor and tribute those who lost 
their lives, those who fought, those 
who came home, those few World War 
II veterans who remain with us. 

I will turn over the remaining 11⁄2 
minutes to my friend who wore the 
uniform that I did not wear. 

Mr. PERRY. No words that we can 
use today can adequately honor the 
sacrifices of those who gave the last 
full measure and signed up to do it. 
There is just no way you can describe 
what they endured and what they knew 
they were going to endure. 

Many of them never made it off the 
beach. Many of them never made it out 
of the boat. So many of them even 
joined up and lied about their age so 
they could go fight for what they be-
lieved in: this country, this idea. 

b 1830 

The idea is that everybody is equal 
under the law, that no one person is 
more important than another person, 
that you can make decisions for your 
life based on what you want to do. You 

can buy the gas stove that you want or 
not buy any stove at all. You can buy 
a car with a windshield sensor in it or 
no windshield sensor in it. 

Madam Speaker, they didn’t give 
their lives for this government that we 
have now that bankrupts families, that 
puts the fear of the government in 
them if they say something, that they 
are going to be hauled off to jail in the 
middle of the night or be drawn out on 
the lawn in their shorts in the wee 
hours of the morning. Yet, that is what 
we have right now. 

Madam Speaker, we need to honor 
the commitment they made for the 
country that they loved that existed 
then. That is the best thing we could 
do. 

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

SOUNDING ALARMS ABOUT AI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. KILEY) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to sound the alarm again about 
the rapidly advancing capabilities of 
artificial intelligence systems. 

I will say at the outset that while in 
a sense this is alarming, it is also in-
credibly exciting. The level of innova-
tion and the expansion capabilities 
that we are seeing hold the promise of 
making life better in countless ways 
for people across the country and 
around the world. 

Yet, at the same time, the pace at 
which these capabilities are growing 
has unpredictable risks, as well. We are 
seeing more and more people who work 
at or have worked at the leading AI 
companies who are starting to sound 
this alarm, as well. 

Today, we got a letter from employ-
ees of OpenAI, former employees and 
other researchers. This is according to 
WIRED reporting. A group of current 
and former OpenAI employees have 
issued a public letter warning that the 
company and its rivals are building ar-
tificial intelligence with undue risk, 
without sufficient oversight, and while 
muzzling employees who might witness 
irresponsible activities. 

These risks, the letter says, range 
from the further entrenchment of ex-
isting inequalities to manipulation and 
misinformation and to the loss of con-
trol of autonomous AI systems. 

As long as there is no effective gov-
ernment oversight of these corpora-
tions, the letter says, current and 
former employees are among the few 
people who can hold them accountable. 

What the authors of this letter are 
calling for is protection for whistle-
blowers at the companies who bring to 
light information about what might be 
going on there that could be of public 
concern. 

Now, there might, perhaps, be some 
role for us here when it comes to the 
question of protecting whistleblowers, 
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but I think there are a couple of other 
actionable steps that we can take to 
try to give a greater level of attention 
and scrutiny to a topic that truly mer-
its it. 

I will also say that I am quite skep-
tical of efforts that we see in several 
States now to try to regulate this inno-
vation in a way that just stops it in its 
tracks. I think that the measures that 
I have seen are rather crude in their 
formulation and probably wouldn’t 
work. If they did work, they would de-
prive us of innumerable potential bene-
fits. 

What we can do is try to find ways of 
promoting much greater transparency 
as far as what is going on at these lead-
ing companies so that we all can be-
come more aware of the potential for 
new capabilities to emerge or for what 
those capabilities are when they do 
emerge in the lab. 

I think it is worth exploring what 
sort of reporting and dialogue avenues 
we might be able to put in place, as 
well as using our ability to provide 
transparency and encourage public de-
bate here through, for example, holding 
hearings on what is going on at some of 
these leading companies or on ques-
tions such as whether AGI, known as 
artificial general intelligence, is some-
thing that might be just around the 
corner and what the implications of 
that will be. 

I think that given the profound ways 
in which this technology is already 
changing the world, and is very likely 
to do so at a whole other level in the 
not too distant future, we need to have 
as many voices as possible partici-
pating in these very urgent questions 
as to how we ensure that this tech-
nology continues to benefit humanity 
and how we can collectively control 
the risks in a way that is consistent 
with our values. 

The final thing that I think we could 
do right now to really have a positive 
impact is to promote basic research or 
cutting-edge research when it comes to 
AI safety and alignment issues. 

Today, one of the employees who left 
OpenAI made a statement saying: 
‘‘These systems are not ordinary soft-
ware. They are artificial neural nets 
that learn from massive amounts of 
data. There is a rapidly growing sci-
entific literature on interpretability, 
alignment, and control, but these fields 
are still in their infancy.’’ 

There is a growing scientific lit-
erature on these fields of 
interpretability, alignment, and con-
trol, but they are still in infancy. What 
we need to do is try to propel that field 
into full maturity as quickly as pos-
sible because the pace of innovation is 
truly breathtaking right now as models 
are being scaled up and new capabili-
ties are emerging. We need to do every-
thing we can to encourage research 
that can be helpful in mitigating the 
risks as those capabilities continue to 
grow. 

That is something we can do here. I 
have introduced a bill to do just that. 

It would provide grants for AI safety 
research as well as some reporting 
back from those who receive the 
grants. 

A fundamental function of govern-
ment is to catalyze research in areas 
where there might not be a commercial 
incentive. That is, perhaps, the most 
important thing that we could do now 
to try to prepare us for the future 
ahead and to ensure that we maximize 
the benefits while minimizing the 
risks. 

FUNDING CALIFORNIA’S HIGH-SPEED RAIL 
PROJECT 

Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, I stand 
in strong support of the House Trans-
portation Committee’s investigation 
into California’s so-called high-speed 
rail project. 

This project has truly been a dis-
appointment of historic proportions. It 
has now tripled in cost to $128 billion 
with little more to show for it after 15 
years than one bridge to nowhere that 
was recently unveiled. 

The House Transportation Com-
mittee, in addition to its Senate coun-
terpart, is demanding documents on 
the Biden administration’s decision to 
allocate substantial Federal taxpayer 
dollars to this highly questionable en-
deavor when there is no reasonable 
path forward for successful completion. 

In fact, a New York Times expose 
found the train is not even on track to 
be completed this century. A lead oper-
ator several years ago abandoned the 
project to build in North Africa where 
it was ‘‘less politically dysfunctional’’ 
than California. That operator, by the 
way, brought a high-speed train online 
in Morocco in 2018. 

The letter from Chairman GRAVES 
and Senator CRUZ goes into some detail 
about the problems that have belea-
guered the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority, CHSRA. It says: ‘‘Despite 
California’s reputation as a high-tax 
State, the high-speed rail project far 
exceeds the State’s ability to finance 
the project, and it is now seeking Fed-
eral subsidies. In March 2023, CHSRA 
Peer Review Group, whose job is to 
evaluate CHSRA’s funding plans, 
sounded the alarm. It reported an as-
tounding ‘unfunded gap of $92.6 billion 
to $103.1 billion between estimated 
costs and known State and Federal 
funding’ for the full San Francisco-to- 
San Diego system.’’ 

The letter is requesting documents 
from the Department of Transpor-
tation concerning its decision to award 
$3 billion more to this project and to 
keep it on life support, which is a con-
cern to California taxpayers not only 
because these Federal funds are par-
tially our taxes but also because it is 
continuing to keep the project going so 
that more and more of our State tax 
dollars will have to go to it, as well. 

Among the requests that are being 
made of the Department of Transpor-
tation is information concerning the 
Department’s ‘‘evaluation of the issues 
facing the CHRSA, including but not 
limited to the level of risk associated 

with the unbid, technically challenging 
elements of the project, including tun-
nels and viaduct; the low ridership pro-
jected for the Merced-to-Bakersfield 
segment; the remaining gap in funds 
needed for completion of the Merced- 
to-Bakersfield segment, even after the 
recent awards of more than $3 billion; 
the lack of an independent review of 
the economic and financial justifica-
tion for the project as noted by the 
peer review group; and the large gap in 
funds needed for completion of at least 
the phase I segment from San Fran-
cisco to Los Angeles; and DOT’s plans 
to address the issues raised by the 
CHSRA IG and peer review group prior 
to obligating funds to CHSRA.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I have been calling 
for this project to end for years. It is 
not even clear that if and when it is 
ever built, it will be anything close to 
state-of-the-art technology. 

For Californians to have to continue 
to pay billions and billions of dollars 
more for this project when our roads 
continue to deteriorate and to be 
among the worst in the country despite 
us paying the highest taxes when it 
comes to gas is absolutely unaccept-
able. I am hoping that this investiga-
tion, which I will look forward to being 
part of as a member of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee, 
will play a role in finally bringing the 
project to an end. 

CONCERNS ABOUT PRESIDENT BIDEN 
Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to express grave concern over 
the Biden administration’s decision to 
withhold information that is of very 
much legitimate public interest and 
concern. 

Specifically, that is the audio record-
ings of President Biden’s interviews 
with Special Counsel Robert Hur, 
which were subpoenaed but have not 
been turned over, and over which the 
President has now made an assertion of 
executive privilege. 

I have discussed before the many 
legal problems—indeed, absurdities—of 
his assertion of executive privilege. I 
want today to make perhaps a more 
important point: That is that the ad-
ministration is going out of its way to 
prevent the public from getting infor-
mation that the public very much 
wants and needs. 

During today’s Judiciary Committee 
hearing with Attorney General Merrick 
Garland, I asked him about Robert Hur 
and his report. I asked, first of all, 
whether he regrets picking Robert Hur 
to be special counsel, and the Attorney 
General said no. 

I asked him about his statement 
when he appointed Robert Hur, about 
his long and distinguished career as a 
prosecutor, if he stood by that, and the 
Attorney General stood by that. 

Moreover, he did not dispute any of 
the substance of Special Counsel Hur’s 
report. For example, I asked him about 
Special Counsel Hur’s finding that 
there was evidence the President will-
fully retained classified documents, 
and Attorney General Garland did not 
dispute that finding. 
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Indeed, when Special Counsel Hur 

himself testified before our committee 
a few months ago, I asked Special 
Counsel Hur if a reasonable juror could 
have voted to convict President Biden. 
Special Counsel Hur said yes. That is 
that there was sufficient evidence to 
sustain a conviction of President Biden 
for committing a felony. 

Of course, President Biden has not 
been charged. The special counsel did 
not recommend charges. One of the 
reasons that he gave for not doing so 
was the President’s ‘‘diminished fac-
ulties and faulty memory,’’ at other 
points referred to as ‘‘poor memory’’ or 
that his memory had ‘‘significant limi-
tations.’’ 

Special Counsel Hur concluded that 
these factors would make it more dif-
ficult to obtain a unanimous jury ver-
dict. I will say again the language from 
the report: ‘‘diminished faculties and 
faulty memory.’’ 

These were the conclusions that Mr. 
Hur reached based upon his interviews 
with the President. Again, Merrick 
Garland, Attorney General Garland, 
who is withholding these recordings, 
has not disputed any of the special 
counsel’s findings. 

Merrick Garland and now President 
Biden himself are withholding the evi-
dence that Special Counsel Hur used to 
conclude that the President has dimin-
ished faculties and a faulty memory. 
There is nothing the President or the 
Attorney General could say to dispute 
that. 

It is the inescapable conclusion of 
the fact that Attorney General Garland 
continues to stand by the Hur report 
and not dispute it. 

b 1845 

That is a big problem because I am 
not myself offering any opinions here 
on the faculties or cognitive abilities 
of the President. I am simply quoting 
the findings of Special Counsel Hur. 
The public is very much concerned 
about these issues when it comes to the 
competency of the Commander in 
Chief. I don’t think anyone would 
doubt that there is a legitimate public 
interest in whether the Commander in 
Chief does have diminished faculties 
and a faulty memory. 

Again, the conclusion is inescapable, 
that we now have the administration 
withholding this evidence that is of 
great concern to the public, and the 
basis on which they are doing so is al-
most trivial. The basis on which they 
are doing so is that if they turn over 
these recordings, then somehow that 
will deter future witnesses from co-
operating in future investigations be-
cause they don’t want their words to 
become public. 

Let’s take that at face value. Let’s 
assume that it is true, that there would 
be a deterrent effect or a chilling ef-
fect. The problem is that the Justice 
Department has already released tran-
scripts of the recordings, so if we were 
to weigh the interests here, there is the 
undeniable public interest in whether 

the President has diminished faculties 
and a faulty memory, as Special Coun-
sel Hur reported. That is the interest 
on one side. 

The interest on the other side is 
whatever marginal added deterrence 
there might be from releasing a record-
ing over and above a transcript with 
the exact words from that recording. 
One would have to conclude that that 
additional deterrence effect, to the ex-
tent that there is any, is quite small, 
quite marginal, negligible compared to 
the overriding public interest in the 
matter at hand. 

Therefore, there is simply no jus-
tification for the Justice Department 
to continue to stonewall or the White 
House to claim executive privilege. In-
deed, it is even more disturbing in light 
of the fact that the White House tried 
to alter the Hur report itself. Special 
Counsel Hur testified to our committee 
that the White House did request to 
make edits to the report. 

I am, again, calling on the White 
House and Attorney General Garland 
to release these recordings of which the 
public has a legitimate interest in 
hearing so that they can draw what-
ever conclusions they might for them-
selves. 

APPROPRIATIONS FUNDS FOR VETERANS 
Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, today 

we began work on passing the fiscal 
year 2025 Military Construction, Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations bill to maintain our com-
mitment to our Nation’s veterans and 
bolster our national security. 

The bill provides a total of $378.6 bil-
lion in overall funding. This includes 
$337.4 billion for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, which is $75.5 million 
more than President Biden’s request. It 
includes $112.6 billion for medical care. 

This is tremendously important to 
me and so many folks in my district. 
One of the things that we are most 
proud of in my district office is helping 
veterans get the care and the benefits 
that they deserve, and this bill will go 
a long way toward delivering on what 
we owe our veterans. Indeed, the bill 
takes away experimental programs and 
makes sure that the funding that is in 
the bill is there to fully support our 
veterans. 

This bill is deserving of bipartisan 
support, and I will continue to support 
veterans and support the funding for 
veterans that they are entitled to. I am 
very glad to see that it is coming up 
for consideration and is on its way to 
passage and, hopefully, being signed 
into law very soon. 

CONGRATULATING SARAH KOLIGIAN ON HER 
RETIREMENT 

Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to take a moment to recognize 
Folsom Cordova Unified School Dis-
trict Superintendent, Dr. Sarah 
Koligian, who is retiring after 37 years 
in public education, the past 7 of which 
she spent serving Folsom Cordova 
schools. 

Dr. Koligian was born and raised in 
California’s San Joaquin Valley and at-

tended Cal State University, Fresno 
where she earned her doctorate in edu-
cation. 

She began teaching in Fresno, where 
she was a resource teacher at Madison 
Elementary. She held various adminis-
trative positions and served as a super-
intendent for other school districts be-
fore joining Folsom Cordova in 2017. 

In her role as superintendent for the 
Folsom Cordova Unified School Dis-
trict, Dr. Koligian supported over 20,000 
students and almost 3,000 employees 
across 36 schools. Under her super-
vision, Folsom Cordova continues to be 
considered one of the top performing 
school districts in the region, with 
award-winning schools and programs. 

During her tenure, she faced unprece-
dented challenges, including those re-
lated to the COVID–19 pandemic. De-
spite those obstacles, she received the 
Association of California School Ad-
ministrators Superintendent of the 
Year award in 2021, which is quite the 
distinction. 

Throughout her career, she also 
achieved many long-term goals for the 
district, including overseeing the open-
ing of two new schools and expanding 
school resources by implementing tran-
sitional kindergarten, community 
schools, and growing career technical 
education programs. 

Dr. Koligian is known by others for 
her expertise, enthusiasm, and devo-
tion to her work. I applaud Dr. 
Koligian for her unwavering dedication 
to providing educational opportunity, 
promoting student success, and leading 
the school district through significant 
growth and achievement. 

Therefore, on behalf of the United 
States House of Representatives, I am 
honored to recognize Dr. Koligian for 
her leadership and nearly four decades 
of service to public education. I join 
the students, teachers, and parents of 
the Folsom Cordova Unified School 
District in wishing her the very best in 
her retirement. 
DETECTIVE JASON WESTGATE NAMED TO THIRD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT POLICE HONOR ROLL 
Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, it is my 

distinct honor to name Detective Jason 
Westgate of the Rocklin Police Depart-
ment to the Third Congressional Dis-
trict Police Honor Roll. 

With an exemplary career spanning 
over 29 years in law enforcement, De-
tective Westgate has demonstrated un-
paralleled commitment to justice, 
community safety, and the highest 
standards of law enforcement. 

After joining the Rocklin Police De-
partment, Jason quickly distinguished 
himself as a formidable force against 
narcotics and crime, earning positions 
such as canine handler, narcotics de-
tective, SWAT officer, corporal, and 
eventually leading to his crucial role 
in the Tri-County Drug Enforcement 
Team, known as TRIDENT. His tenure 
in TRIDENT has been marked by sig-
nificant achievements that reflect his 
dedication, strategic intellect, and 
leadership. 

From 2016 onward, Detective 
Westgate and his drug-trained canine, 
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Maddie, have worked together to sig-
nificantly disrupt drug trafficking op-
erations, leading to the recovery of 
vast quantities of illegal substances 
and illicit money which might have 
otherwise devastated many lives and 
communities. 

In addition to his field work, Jason’s 
contributions to training programs for 
new officers and his involvement in 
community education on drug abuse 
prevention highlight his holistic ap-
proach to law enforcement. 

He embodies the spirit of community 
policing by building strong relations 
with citizens and educating the young-
er generation, thereby nurturing a 
safer environment. 

Throughout his distinguished career, 
Detective Westgate has earned numer-
ous honors, reflecting his exceptional 
skills, reliability, and esteemed reputa-
tion among his peers, supervisors, and 
the community. These accolades in-
clude being named the TRIDENT De-
tective of the Year twice and a Chief’s 
Certificate of Commendation, as well 
as recent recognitions from the Sac-
ramento FBI and various local law en-
forcement agencies. 

However, the most distinguished of 
his numerous recognitions is the Inter-
national Narcotics Interdiction Asso-
ciation 2023 Officer of the Year award. 
This award serves as evidence of his ex-
ceptional impact and contributions to 
narcotics interdiction, not just on a 
national scale, but internationally. 

His unwavering dedication and out-
standing contributions to law enforce-
ment deserve this high recognition, not 
only as a testament to his personal 
achievements, but as a beacon of exem-
plary service that inspires officers 
across the Nation. 

SHERIFF MIKE FISHER NAMED TO THIRD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT POLICE HONOR ROLL 
Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, I would 

like to offer congratulations to Sheriff 
Mike Fisher of the Sierra County Sher-
iff’s Department for being named to 
the Third Congressional District Police 
Honor Roll. Sheriff Fisher has now 
been named to the honor roll twice in 
as many years. 

As a sheriff in a small rural commu-
nity, Sheriff Fisher wears many dif-
ferent hats. He runs the office, deals 
with budgets, handles recruitment and 
hiring, and is the head of the Office of 
Emergency Services. 

At a time when many law enforce-
ment agencies are struggling with hir-
ing and retaining good, qualified can-
didates, the Sierra County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has expanded and hired new, en-
thusiastic deputies who have become 
solid members of the community. 

Although Sheriff Fisher deals with 
the same administrative responsibil-
ities as in bigger counties, he also re-
mains available to everyone in the 
community. He personally responds to 
questions and concerns of his constitu-
ents. He is approachable and responsive 
and cares deeply about all members of 
the community. 

Public safety is Sheriff Fisher’s pri-
mary goal. He has been instrumental in 

educating the community to prepare 
for wildfires. As director of emergency 
services, he has implemented several 
notification alternatives to alert the 
residents regarding emergencies and 
how to evacuate. He has also been a 
fierce advocate for Sierra County to re-
tain landline phone service since cel-
lular service in the area is not reliable. 

In addition to these challenges, Sher-
iff Fisher is active on patrol and con-
ducting investigations. He works close-
ly with other departments and agen-
cies, coordinating search and rescue 
operations in remote areas. 

Sheriff Fisher has consistently and 
selflessly put the well-being of the 
county ahead of any personal consider-
ations. He is willing to make hard 
choices to protect our community. 

For his continued dedication to Si-
erra County, organizational leadership, 
and commitment to public safety, I am 
honored to include Sheriff Mike Fisher 
of the Sierra County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment in the Third Congressional Dis-
trict Police Honor Roll. 

OFFICER SHANNON RAULS NAMED TO THIRD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT POLICE HONOR ROLL 
Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, it is my 

privilege to name Roseville Police Offi-
cer Shannon Rauls to the 2024 Third 
Congressional District Police Honor 
Roll. Shannon joined the police acad-
emy in May of 2017 and graduated from 
the academy and was sworn in as a po-
lice officer in November of 2017. 

Shannon is one of the unsung heroes 
of the Roseville Police Department. 
She goes to work every day, works 
hard, and is an exceptional representa-
tion of what it means to be a Roseville 
police officer. 

Officer Rauls became a field training 
officer just 4 years after she became an 
officer. Field training officers have the 
single most important role in the en-
tire department, as they train future 
officers. She is patient, sets high ex-
pectations, is a great teacher, and 
gives candidates the room to grow and 
learn. 

Officer Rauls also works as a patrol 
officer and is an outstanding teammate 
with her fellow officers on patrol. She 
builds great relationships with her 
teammates, works hard as part of the 
team, and will hold teammates ac-
countable when the standards of her 
team are not being met. She has an ex-
ceptionally high standard for herself 
and makes her peers around her want 
to raise their standards as well. 

Finally, she is one of the original 
members of the department’s reformed 
honor guard. They represent the entire 
department when they participate in a 
fallen officer service or memorial. 

For every other assignment in the 
police department, the division com-
mander has the final approval for who 
joins the team. However, the police 
chief personally selects every member 
of the honor guard because of how im-
portant this team is for representing 
the department. 

Most of all, Officer Rauls is an exam-
ple of what it means to be a Roseville 

police officer. She is a mentor and role 
model and an outstanding teammate 
for her patrol team. She is a great ex-
ample of what police officers are really 
like every day, not necessarily what 
you always see in the news. 

Officer Rauls works every day to 
make her community better, and she is 
very much deserving of a place in the 
Third Congressional District Police 
Honor Roll. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President including by referencing 
other sources that would have been out 
of order if spoken in the Member’s own 
words. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 59 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, June 5, 2024, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–4426. A letter from the Secretary, Mar-
ket Participants Division, Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s final rule — Capital and Fi-
nancial Reporting Requirements for Swap 
Dealers and Major Swap Participants (RIN: 
3038-AF33) received May 28, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

EC–4427. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, OBPA, Specialty Crops Program, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Marketing Order Regulating the 
Handling of Spearmint Oil Produced in the 
Far West; Salable Quantities and Allotment 
Percentages for the 2024-2025 Marketing Year 
[Doc. No.: AMS-SC-23-0068] received May 28, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–4428. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, OBPA, Specialty Crops Program, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Onions Grown in Certain Des-
ignated Counties in Idaho and Malheur Coun-
ty, Oregon; Increased Assessment Rate [Doc. 
No.: AMS-SC-23-0033] received May 28, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

EC–4429. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, 
Public and Indian Housing, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Housing 
Opportunity Through Modernization Act of 
2016--Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) and 
Project-Based Voucher Implementation; Ad-
ditional Streamlining Changes [Docket No.: 
FR-6092-F-03] (RIN: 2577-AD06) received May 
28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 
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EC–4430. A letter from the Associate Gen-

eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, 
Office of Public and Indian Housing, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Economic Growth Regulatory Relief and 
Consumer Protection Act: Implementation 
of National Standards for the Physical In-
spection of Real Estate (NSPIRE) [Docket 
No.: FR-6086-F-03] (RIN: 2577-AD05) received 
May 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–4431. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, Chief Counsel’s Office, Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting the Department’s 
Interpretive Letter — Clarifying: (1) Author-
ity of a Bank to Engage in Certain 
Cryptocurrency Activities and (2) Authority 
of the OCC to Charter a National Trust Bank 
received May 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–4432. A letter from the OBPA, National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s request for cooperative agree-
ment applications — Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children Workforce — Implementation 
Projects [Funding Opportunity Number: 
USDA-NIFA-WICWD-010853] received May 28, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

EC–4433. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, OBPA, Food and Nutrition Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s Substance Use Prevention 
Education in the WIC Program — Fiscal 
Year 2024 Request for Applications (RFA), 
Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 10.557 re-
ceived May 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

EC–4434. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s Office of Inspector General Semi-
annual Report to Congress for the period 
ending March 31, 2024; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–4435. A letter from the Board Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s semiannual report prepared by the In-
spector General for the period of October 1, 
2023, through March 31, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–4436. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries — 
GARFO, Department of Commerce, trans-
mitting the Department’s temporary final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Herring Fishery; Adjust-
ments to 2018 Management Area Annual 
Catch Limits; Correction [Docket No.: 
171213999-8128-01] (RIN: 0648-XF898) received 
May 30, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4437. A letter from the Management 
Analyst, JAO, PERMA, Policy and Regula-
tions Branch, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Threatened 
Species Status With Section 4(d) Rule for At-
lantic Pigtoe and Designation of Critical 
Habitat [Docket No.: FWS-R4-ES-2018-0046; 
FF09E21000 FXES1111090FEDR 223] (RIN: 
1018-BD12) received May 29, 2024, pursuant to 

5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4438. A letter from the Communica-
tions Specialist, Office of Protected Re-
sources, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule, emergency final 
rule — Taking of Marine Mammals Inci-
dental to Commercial Fishing Operations; 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan 
Regulations [Docket No.: 220223-0053] (RIN: 
0648-BL26) received May 28, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4439. A letter from the Communica-
tions Specialist, Office of Protected Re-
sources, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Species; Designation of a Non-
essential Experimental Population of Cen-
tral Valley Spring-Run Chinook Salmon in 
the Upper Yuba River Upstream of 
Englebright Dam, Authorization for Release, 
and Adoption of Limited Protective Regula-
tions Under the Endangered Species Act 
[Docket No.: 221219-0278] (RIN: 0648-BK00) re-
ceived May 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4440. A letter from the Communica-
tions Specialist, Office of Protected Re-
sources, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Taking and Importing 
Marine Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals 
Incidental to Russian River Estuary Manage-
ment Activities [Docket No.: 220413-0096] 
(RIN: 0648-BK97) received May 28, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

EC–4441. A letter from the Communica-
tions Specialist, Office of Protected Re-
sources, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Sea Turtle Conserva-
tion; Shrimp Trawling Requirements [Dock-
et No.: 210325-0069] (RIN: 0648-BK45) received 
May 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4442. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries — 
GAR, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Monkfish Fishery; 
2019 Monkfish Specifications [Docket No.: 
190213108-9232-01] (RIN: 0648-XG820-X) re-
ceived May 30, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4443. A letter from the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Fisheries, NMFS, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries — GARFO, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Black Sea Bass Fishery; 2018 Feb-
ruary Recreational Season Modification 
[Docket No.: 171023999-8070-02] (RIN: 0648- 
BH35) received May 30, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4444. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries — 
GARFO, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-

eastern United States; Summer Flounder, 
Scup, and Black Sea Bass Fisheries; Com-
mercial Accountability Measures Frame-
work Adjustment [Docket No.: 180220191-8945- 
02] (RIN: 0648-BH80) received May 30, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

EC–4445. A letter from the Acting Branch 
Chief NOAA/NMFS, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries — Southeast Region, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the 
Gulf of Mexico; Red Snapper Data Calibra-
tions and Harvest Levels [Docket No.: 221122- 
0247] (RIN: 0648-BL02) received May 28, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. H.R. 784. A bill to 
require any person that maintains an inter-
net website or that sells or distributes a mo-
bile application that is owned, wholly or par-
tially, by the Chinese Communist Party or 
by a non-state-owned entity located in the 
People’s Republic of China, to disclose that 
fact to any individual who downloads or oth-
erwise uses such website or application; with 
amendments (Rept. 118–536). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas: Committee on 
Small Business. H.R. 7984. A bill to require 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration to improve access to disaster 
assistance for individuals located in rural 
areas, and for other purposes (Rept. 118–537). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas: Committee on 
Small Business. H.R. 7989. A bill to provide 
for a memorandum of understanding between 
the Small Business Administration and the 
National Council on Disability to increase 
employment opportunities for individuals 
with disabilities, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 118–538). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas: Committee on 
Small Business. H.R. 8014. A bill to require 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration to issue rules for cancelled cov-
ered solicitations, to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to provide assistance to small busi-
ness concerns relating to certain cancelled 
solicitations, and for other purposes (Rept. 
118–539). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Ms. FOXX: Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. H.R. 6418. A bill to modify 
the program of grants to support high-qual-
ity charter schools; with an amendment 
(Rept. 118–540). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. COLLINS: 
H.R. 8603. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

the Interior to establish a pilot program for 
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a Federal and State multi-entity pass ac-
cepted by one or more Federal land manage-
ment agencies and one or more State land 
management agencies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER: 
H.R. 8604. A bill to reduce regulatory bar-

riers to housing, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services, and in 
addition to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CAREY (for himself and Mr. 
LANDSMAN): 

H.R. 8605. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the rules gov-
erning the State administration of self-em-
ployment assistance programs; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Ms. MANNING, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. WILSON of South 
Carolina, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, 
Mr. MOOLENAAR, and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 8606. A bill to reauthorize the Director 
of the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum to support Holocaust education pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. CLYBURN (for himself and Mr. 
MOULTON): 

H.R. 8607. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain legatees of cer-
tain veterans eligible for housing loans guar-
anteed by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. GIMENEZ (for himself, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART, Ms. SALAZAR, and Mr. 
MOSKOWITZ): 

H.R. 8608. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to prohibit access by certain in-
dividuals to certain areas of airports, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security. 

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York (for 
himself, Mr. NADLER, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. SCHIFF, 
Mr. IVEY, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. COHEN, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mrs. RAMI-
REZ, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. TONKO, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. 
BROWNLEY, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms. 
BONAMICI, and Ms. PLASKETT): 

H.R. 8609. A bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to establish an Office of Ethics 
Counsel and an Office of Investigative Coun-
sel within the Supreme Court of the United 
States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee (for him-
self, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. LARSEN 
of Washington, and Mr. NADLER): 

H.R. 8610. A bill to reauthorize and reform 
counter-unmanned aircraft system authori-
ties, to improve transparency, security, safe-
ty, and accountability related to such au-
thorities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and in addition to the Committees 
on the Judiciary, and Homeland Security, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mrs. HAYES (for herself, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Mr. COURTNEY, 
Ms. DELAURO, Mr. HIMES, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. NEAL, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Ms. ADAMS, and Ms. PINGREE): 

H.R. 8611. A bill to amend the Federal Ag-
riculture Improvement and Reform Act of 
1996 and the Federal Crop Insurance Act with 
respect to transitioning producers from the 
noninsurance crop assistance program to 
whole farm revenue insurance; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ: 
H.R. 8612. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Education to establish a personal finance 
education portal on a centralized website of 
the Department of Education pertaining to 
Federal financial aid; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. LUCAS (for himself and Ms. SA-
LINAS): 

H.R. 8613. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture and the Director of the National 
Science Foundation to carry out cross-cut-
ting and collaborative research and develop-
ment activities focused on the joint advance-
ment of Department of Agriculture and Na-
tional Science Foundation mission require-
ments and priorities, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. MCGARVEY (for himself and 
Mr. GRIJALVA): 

H.R. 8614. A bill to authorize the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine to carry out a study to examine the 
potential relationship between increased 
health risks and living in proximity to sites 
that have been or are being mined for surface 
coal deposits, and the potential human 
health effects of surface coal mining oper-
ations in Central Appalachia, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself and 
Mrs. DINGELL): 

H.R. 8615. A bill to authorize the court to 
impose a sentence that is below the min-
imum statutory sentence in the case of a vic-
tim offender; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. PERRY: 
H.R. 8616. A bill to amend the Robert T. 

Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to require the President to es-
tablish a disaster deductible for each State 
to offset the amount provided to such State 
in response to a major disaster, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington (for him-
self and Mr. BACON): 

H.R. 8617. A bill to provide for automatic 
acquisition of United States citizenship for 
certain internationally adopted individuals, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi (for 
himself and Mrs. FOUSHEE): 

H.R. 8618. A bill to require the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to assess the 
lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions associ-
ated with forest biomass combustion for 
electricity when developing relevant rules 
and regulations and to carry out a study on 
the impacts of the forest biomass industry, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. WENSTRUP: 
H.R. 8619. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide for S corpora-
tion reform, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. MCCLAIN: 
H. Res. 1275. A resolution electing Members 

to certain standing committees of the House 
of Representatives; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. AGUILAR: 
H. Res. 1276. A resolution electing Members 

to certain standing committees of the House 
of Representatives; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. SCHIFF: 
H. Res. 1277. A resolution responding to the 

promulgation of the Safeguarding National 
Security Ordinance, under Article 23 of the 
Basic Law, by the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region Government on March 19, 
2024; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

f 

MEMORIALS 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 
were presented and referred as follows: 

ML-116. The SPEAKER presented a memo-
rial of the Senate of the State of Louisiana, 
relative to Senate Concurrent Resolution 
No. 4, to memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to support the extension of 
funding for the Affordable Connectivity Pro-
gram (ACP) of 2021, which provides Louisiana 
residents access to broadband services; which 
was referred to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

ML-117. Also, a memorial of the Senate of 
the State of California, relative to Senate 
Resolution No. 83, relative to the Acknowl-
edgement of the Tragedy of the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915-1923; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

ML-118. Also, a memorial of the Legisla-
ture of the State of Minnesota, relative to 
H.F. No. 197, memorializing Congress to re-
solve that the requirements have been met 
to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA) and that it shall now be known as the 
Twenty-Eighth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

ML-119. Also, a memorial of the Legisla-
ture of the State of Tennessee, relative to 
House Joint Resolution No. 801, relative to 
securing this nation’s borders; which was re-
ferred jointly to the Committees on the Ju-
diciary and Homeland Security. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Mr. COLLINS: 
H.R. 8603. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To facilitate greater access to, federal and 

state public lands. 
By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER: 

H.R. 8604. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Housing 

By Mr. CAREY: 
H.R. 8605. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 to modify the rules governing the State 
administration of self-employment assist-
ance programs. 
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By Mr. CARTER of Georgia: 

H.R. 8606. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To reauthorize the Director of the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum to sup-
port Holocaust education programs, and for 
other purposes. 

By Mr. CLYBURN: 
H.R. 8607. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
VA Housing Loan Benefits 

By Mr. GIMENEZ: 
H.R. 8608. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-

stitution stating that Congress has the au-
thority to ‘‘make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execution 
the foregoing powers, and all other powers 
vested by the Constitution’’. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title 49, United States Code, to 

prohibit access by certain individuals to cer-
tain areas of airports, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York: 
H.R. 8609. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-

tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into the Execution for the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or any Department or Officer 
thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill authorizes the Chief Justice to (1) 

establish an Office of Ethics Counsel to ad-
vise justices on ethical matters, and (2) es-
tablish an Office of Investigative Counsel 
within the Court to probe potential in-
stances of ethical impropriety by justices 
and report to Congress on compliance. 

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: 
H.R. 8610. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To reauthorize and reform counter-un-

manned aircraft system authorities, to im-
prove transparency, security, safety, and ac-
countability related to such authorities, and 
for other purposes 

By Mrs. HAYES: 
H.R. 8611. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, ‘‘To make 

all Laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into Execution the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To improve safety net programs, disaster 

relief, and crop insurance access coverage for 
small farmers who have historically strug-
gled to participate in them. 

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ: 
H.R. 8612. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Education 

By Mr. LUCAS: 
H.R. 8613. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8, 
Clause 18: 

‘‘The Congress shall have Power. . . . To 
make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the for-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
this Constitution in he Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Secretary of Agriculture and 

the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion to carry out cross-cutting and collabo-
rative research and development activities 
focused on the joint advancement of Depart-
ment of Agriculture and National Science 
Foundation mission requirements and prior-
ities. 

By Mr. MCGARVEY: 
H.R. 8614. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Mr. MORELLE: 
H.R. 8615. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
United States Constitution and Amendment 
XVI of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Judiciary 

By Mr. PERRY: 
H.R. 8616. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Disaster Relief. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington: 
H.R. 8617. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Provide citizenship status to non-citizen 

intercountry adoptees. 
By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 

H.R. 8618. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause III 
The Congress shall have Power . . .] To 

regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, 
and among the several States, and with the 
Indian Tribes; . . . 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: 
[The Congress shall have Power . . .] To 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The bill mandates comprehensive evalua-

tion and reporting on the environmental and 
community impacts of using forest biomass 
for electricity, aiming to ensure informed 
and effective regulation of this industry. 

By Mr. WENSTRUP: 
H.R. 8619. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Tax Policy 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 82: Ms. PEREZ. 
H.R. 333: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
H.R. 618: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 705: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 798: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 856: Ms. ADAMS and Mrs. WATSON 

COLEMAN. 
H.R. 860: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 902: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 987: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 1002: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 1015: Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. 

PANETTA, and Mr. JACKSON of 
Texas. 
H.R. 1088: Mr. SABLAN, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. 

CASTRO of Texas, and Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 1114: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 1247: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1250: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 1297: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 1321: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 1322: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mrs. 

KIGGANS of Virginia, and Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 1323: Mr. SORENSEN and Mr. 

MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 1407: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 1415: Ms. NORTON and Mr. BOWMAN. 
H.R. 1447: Ms. KAPTUR and Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 1477: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. 

DESJARLAIS, and Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 1503: Mr. HUDSON. 
H.R. 1572: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI and Ms. 

STEVENS. 
H.R. 1582: Mr. HUIZENGA and Mr. MILLER of 

Ohio. 
H.R. 1692: Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H.R. 1719: Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. 
H.R. 1763: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 1787: Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. PHILLIPS, and 

Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 1814: Mr. MRVAN and Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 1815: Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 1822: Mr. ALFORD, Mr. CRAWFORD, and 

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 1831: Mr. FROST and Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 1841: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, Mr. 

TURNER, and Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
H.R. 2370: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 2454: Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 2474: Mr. RYAN and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 2539: Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 

and Ms. BROWN. 
H.R. 2584: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 2621: Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. RUPPERS-

BERGER, and Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 2697: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 2743: Mrs. FISCHBACH. 
H.R. 2874: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 2891: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 2938: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 2955: Mr. MILLER of Ohio. 
H.R. 2966: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 3008: Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 3023: Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 3038: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 

SWALWELL, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, and Mr. 
DELUZIO. 

H.R. 3225: Ms. NORTON and Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3238: Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. LOUDERMILK, 

Mr. FOSTER, and Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. 
H.R. 3269: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 3413: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 3416: Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 3486: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 3537: Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 3584: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 3698: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 3785: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 3925: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 4184: Mr. SCHNEIDER and Mr. NOR-

CROSS. 
H.R. 4405: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 4439: Mrs. FOUSHEE. 
H.R. 4518: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 4524: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 4572: Ms. STANSBURY and Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 4663: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 4867: Mr. LYNCH. 
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H.R. 4966: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 5012: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 5013: Mr. SIMPSON. 
H.R. 5049: Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 5097: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 5175: Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 5414: Ms. DEGETTE and Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 5419: Mr. COLE. 
H.R. 5420: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 5488: Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 5757: Mrs. DINGELL and Ms. LEE of 

Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5840: Mr. RESCHENTHALER. 
H.R. 5871: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 5909: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 5976: Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 6023: Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H.R. 6116: Mr. WALTZ. 
H.R. 6319: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 6328: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 6414: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 6451: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 6545: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 6598: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 6600: Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 
H.R. 6640: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 6663: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 6727: Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. NUNN of 

Iowa, and Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 6751: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. 

LAWLER, Mr. FROST, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Ms. 
WILSON of Florida. 

H.R. 6754: Mrs. RAMIREZ. 
H.R. 6835: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 6887: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 6932: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 6950: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Mr. BILI-

RAKIS. 
H.R. 6951: Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. 

MCCORMICK, and Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 7056: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. 
H.R. 7145: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 7162: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 7165: Mr. AMO and Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 7195: Ms. HAGEMAN. 
H.R. 7203: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 7213: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 7220: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 7227: Mr. KHANNA, Ms. CHU, Mr. PHIL-

LIPS, Ms. BROWNLEY, and Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 7266: Ms. ROSS and Mr. DAVIS of Illi-

nois. 
H.R. 7274: Mr. MAGAZINER. 

H.R. 7285: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 7297: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 7351: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 7390: Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 7438: Ms. STEVENS, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mrs. 

PELTOLA, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Ms. CARAVEO, 
Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, and Ms. MCCOL-
LUM. 

H.R. 7513: Mr. MEUSER and Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H.R. 7600: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 7618: Mr. LALOTA, Ms. TLAIB, and Ms. 

BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 7629: Mr. MRVAN and Mr. BISHOP of 

Georgia. 
H.R. 7631: Mr. BOST. 
H.R. 7665: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 7770: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 7859: Mrs. DINGELL and Mrs. NAPOLI-

TANO. 
H.R. 7866: Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 7906: Mr. MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 7925: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 7932: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 7944: Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. CALVERT, 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. ALLRED, and 
Mr. OWENS. 

H.R. 7953: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 8060: Mr. NEHLS. 
H.R. 8061: Mr. KUSTOFF, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 

and Mr. BUCSHON. 
H.R. 8083: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 8114: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 8117: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, 

Mr. VEASEY, and Mr. GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 8204: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 8238: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 8271: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 8281: Mr. FERGUSON. 
H.R. 8282: Ms. MALOY and Mr. CARTER of 

Georgia. 
H.R. 8316: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. 
H.R. 8331: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 

Ms. TOKUDA, and Mrs. FOUSHEE. 
H.R. 8364: Ms. STEFANIK and Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 8427: Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 8437: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas and 

Mr. BURCHETT. 
H.R. 8478: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 8485: Mr. IVEY. 
H.R. 8501: Mr. CARSON and Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 8504: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 8525: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 8591: Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 

H.J. Res. 99: Mr. LATURNER. 
H.J. Res. 111: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.J. Res. 123: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.J. Res. 138: Mr. SCOTT Franklin of Flor-

ida. 
H.J. Res. 139: Mr. HERN, Ms. LETLOW, and 

Mr. MEUSER. 
H.J. Res. 140: Mr. OGLES and Ms. DE LA 

CRUZ. 
H.J. Res. 141: Mr. OGLES and Ms. DE LA 

CRUZ. 
H.J. Res. 142: Mr. OGLES and Ms. DE LA 

CRUZ. 
H.J. Res. 143: Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 
H.J. Res. 160: Mr. BAIRD and Mr. WILLIAMS 

of Texas. 
H.J. Res. 161: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.J. Res. 162: Mr. NEWHOUSE and Mr. 

ARRINGTON. 
H. Res. 269: Mr. CLEAVER. 
H. Res. 443: Mr. BAIRD. 
H. Res. 735: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H. Res. 861: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H. Res. 1042: Mr. EVANS and Mr. JACKSON of 

Illinois. 
H. Res. 1131: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H. Res. 1198: Mr. COLE and Mr. AMO. 
H. Res. 1221: Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 

MOOLENAAR, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mrs. 
STEEL. 

H. Res. 1242: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H. Res. 1246: Mr. LATTA. 
H. Res. 1248: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia and 

Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H. Res. 1250: Mr. AMO. 
H. Res. 1260: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Ms. 

DEGETTE. 
H. Res. 1272: Mr. MCCAUL. 

f 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, 
PT-13. The SPEAKER presented a petition 

of the City of Miami, Florida, relative to 
Commission Resolution R-24-0163, expressing 
its unwavering support of the State of Israel 
and condemning acts of aggression by the 
terrorist Islamic State of Iran and its ter-
rorist proxies; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the 
State of Georgia. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, teach us how to act 

with integrity, to permit our thoughts, 
words, and actions to match what we 
profess. Lord, examine our motives, 
and remove even the flaws that are hid-
den from us, the sins of omission as 
well as commission. We acknowledge 
our total dependence on You to keep us 
faithful, fruitful, and fair. 

Remind our lawmakers often of Your 
unfailing love, as You continue to be 
their refuge, fortress, and bulwark. 
May our Senators strive to serve You 
with reverential awe, finding their 
safety in trusting You completely. 

We pray in Your precious Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, June 4, 2024. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, 
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR EN BLOC—S. 4445 AND 
H.R. 192 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there are two bills at the 
desk due for a second reading en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bills by 
title for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 4445) to protect and expand na-
tionwide access to fertility treatment, in-
cluding in vitro fertilization. 

A bill (H.R. 192) to prohibit individuals who 
are not citizens of the United States from 
voting in elections in the District of Colum-
bia and to repeal the Local Resident Voting 
Rights Amendment Act of 2022. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, in 
order to place the bills on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I 
would object to further proceeding en 
bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objections having been heard, the 
bills will be placed on the calendar. 

105TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 19TH 
AMENDMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, 105 
years ago today, Congress passed the 
19th Amendment, granting women the 
right to vote under the Constitution 
for the first time ever. In the 240-year 
history of our country, the passage of 
the 19th Amendment is, without ques-
tion, one of America’s best moments. It 
was one of the greatest leaps ever in 
our march to become a more perfect 
Union, but it was also, more impor-
tantly, a great culmination of decades 
of sacrifice, struggle, and persistence, 
much of which was centered in Upstate 
New York, I am proud to say, in Seneca 
Falls and other places. We cannot pos-
sibly name the countless women and 
Americans who sacrificed in ways big 
and small to secure for women the 
right to vote, but we honor their 
memories all the same. 

Today, I am wearing this yellow rose 
to honor that historic observance, and 
there will be a viewing for the original 
signed copy of the 19th Amendment 
today in the Capitol. I will be stopping 
by, and I encourage my colleagues to 
do the same, because it was truly a 
landmark moment for America. 

Of course, we celebrate today’s anni-
versary of the passage of the 19th 
Amendment being mindful of the great 
task still in front of us. More than a 
century stands between this generation 
and the generation that made it pos-
sible for women to vote, but in many 
ways, we still share in their struggle 
for greater justice and greater equal-
ity. We still carry the same moral duty 
they bore to make our Nation a more 
faithful reflection of our founding 
ideals. The march for equality for 
women and for all Americans is still 
not over. 

When the fundamental right of 
women to make their own choices 
about their bodies has been stolen from 
them, the march is still not over. When 
women are told by hard-right politi-
cians that their healthcare decisions 
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are not theirs to make and that they 
must travel, in some instances, across 
State lines and across time zones to ac-
cess basic reproductive care, the march 
is still not over. When a radical, con-
servative, MAGA majority of the Su-
preme Court overturned decades of 
precedent by repealing the protections 
of Roe v. Wade, the march is still not 
over. 

On this 105th anniversary of the pas-
sage of the 19th Amendment, we must 
confront the ugly truth: that women, 
sadly, have fewer freedoms than they 
did just a few years ago. Let’s remem-
ber that. As we are all commemorating 
the right to vote on this 105th anniver-
sary of the passage of the 19th Amend-
ment, we must confront the ugly truth 
that women, sadly, have fewer free-
doms than they did just a few years 
ago. 

f 

RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT 
Mr. SCHUMER. So, Mr. President, 

tomorrow, the Senate will take action. 
Tomorrow, the Senate will defend the 
freedom of choice with a vote on the 
Right to Contraception Act, led by 
Senators MARKEY and HIRONO. 

Federal protections for contracep-
tives are a critical piece of protecting 
women’s reproductive freedoms, and 
this legislation would codify the right 
to contraception into Federal law. As 
MAGA Republicans continue to block 
protections for access to contraception 
on the State level—in States like Vir-
ginia, Nevada, and Arizona—it is all 
the more reason to move to protect 
contraception at the Federal level. 

To those who think that Federal ac-
tion in protecting access to birth con-
trol is unnecessary, just look at what 
is happening in States like Virginia 
and Nevada and Arizona, where Repub-
licans are openly blocking these very 
protections. 

I would hope that protecting access 
to birth control would be the definition 
of an easy, uncontroversial decision 
here in the Senate, but the vote will 
tell all when we gavel in tomorrow. 
And there will be more action to come. 

Last night, I began the rule XIV 
process for the Right to IVF Act, led by 
Senators DUCKWORTH and MURRAY and 
BOOKER, to place it on the legislative 
calendar and make it available for con-
sideration on the floor. I intend to 
bring this legislation protecting access 
to IVF up for a vote very soon. 

Millions of Americans have relied on 
IVF to have children, but after a stun-
ningly radical decision by the Alabama 
Supreme Court jeopardized access to 
IVF, families are rightfully worried 
that this option could be stripped 
away. So Senate Democrats will act to 
safeguard and strengthen IVF access 
for all Americans so that everyone has 
a chance to start a family. 

In the coming weeks, Senate Demo-
crats will put reproductive freedoms 
front and center before this Chamber 
so that the American people can see for 
themselves who will stand up to defend 
their fundamental liberties. 

BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on the 
border, later today, President Biden is 
expected to issue an Executive order 
addressing the problems happening at 
our southern border. 

As the President makes his an-
nouncement, let’s be very clear about 
one thing: Legislation would have been 
the more effective way to go. President 
Biden has been clear from the begin-
ning that he prefers legislation, but 
given how obstinate Republicans have 
become, turning down any real oppor-
tunity for strong border legislation, 
the President is left with little choice 
but to act on his own. Republican in-
transigence has forced the President’s 
hand. 

For years, Republicans have insisted, 
again and again and again, that the 
border was in crisis, but when they had 
the opportunity to correct it, they 
killed the strongest bipartisan bill 
Congress has seen in decades. Why did 
they kill it? At the behest of Donald 
Trump, who said he wanted chaos at 
the border until after the election. 

Shame on our Republican friends. 
They say they want to protect the bor-
der. Donald Trump comes out with a 
very crass statement—‘‘Let’s keep in 
chaos so I might win the election’’— 
and they go along? They do a 180-de-
gree turn? That is a disgrace, and it 
has forced President Biden to act the 
way he does, which is a lot better than 
doing nothing but not as preferable as 
passing legislation, as the President 
admits. 

We had an opportunity to pass a 
strong bipartisan border bill back in 
February and just over a few weeks 
ago. Both times, Republicans put poli-
tics ahead of bipartisanship and blun-
dered the best chance we have seen in 
decades to pass a border security bill 
America urgently needs. Americans 
will not easily forget it. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
1,231. That is how many days it has 
taken President Biden to do some-
thing—anything—about the humani-
tarian and security crisis that has con-
sumed our southern border and is en-
gulfing our country. 

Here is another number: There are 
154 days until election day. In other 
words, the Biden administration has 
waited nearly its entire term before 
lifting a finger to address the open bor-
ders anarchy that it invited. In that 
amount of time, the CBP has reported 
more than 7.8 million encounters with 
illegal migrants at the southern bor-
der, and that is not counting the 1.6 
million known ‘‘got-aways.’’ 

Fentanyl poisoning is now the lead-
ing cause of death among American 
adults between 18 and 45. The lethal 
pipelines that began with Chinese 
chemical makers flow north across a 
broken U.S.-Mexico border. 

And perhaps most disturbing is the 
increasing number of individuals on 
the Terror Watchlist who have ex-
ploited the border chaos to set foot on 
American soil. 

With an election just months away, 
the President hopes that an issued Ex-
ecutive order will demonstrate that he 
cares about this crisis and is trying to 
fix it, never mind that his order would 
still allow more than 900,000 illegal 
aliens to come in every year at the 
southern border. This is on top of the 
half-million illegal parolees President 
Biden intends to continue waiving into 
the country. Combined, that is more 
than the population of 10 States. It is a 
new Dallas, TX, every year. This is like 
turning a garden hose on a five-alarm 
fire. And the American people are not 
fools. They know that this play is too 
little, too late. 

f 

NOMINATION OF NANCY L. 
MALDONADO 

Mr. MCCONNELL. On a different 
matter, I have spoken repeatedly about 
how Adeel Mangi, President Biden’s 
nominee to the Third Circuit, is un-
qualified for the bench. But the red 
flags on this administration’s nominees 
aren’t limited to radical associations 
and ethical lapses. 

Judge Nancy Maldonado, a trial 
judge nominated to the Seventh Cir-
cuit, has distinguished herself with 
sheer—sheer—incompetence. 

Thanks to reforms put in place by 
then-Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Biden, Federal courts keep track of 
how many fully briefed motions have 
been sitting without a decision for at 
least 6 months, a report often known 
among judges in Chicago as the Biden 
list. 

It was a good reform because justice 
delayed is justice denied. And as it 
turns out, Judge Maldonado has by far 
the largest number of motions pending 
for more than 6 months among the 
judges of the Seventh Circuit, with 125. 
She would need to rule on one of these 
motions every workday for the next 6 
months just to clear her existing Biden 
backlog. 

There are only a handful of judges in 
the country who are this far behind on 
their work. Judge Maldonado’s Biden 
backlog puts her beyond the 99th per-
centile of all district judges nationwide 
in terms of slowness. 
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The Biden list requires judges to ex-

plain why they are so far behind. Judge 
Maldonado blames her record on ‘‘com-
plexity of the case,’’ ‘‘voluminous tran-
scripts/briefs to be read,’’ and ‘‘heavy 
civil and criminal caseload.’’ Does the 
President think his nominees will face 
less complex cases on the court of ap-
peals, lighter caseloads, less volumi-
nous transcripts or briefs? 

Why on Earth would our colleagues 
consider giving new and greater re-
sponsibilities to a judge who is clearly 
struggling with the ones she has al-
ready gotten or, for that matter, why 
would they consider promoting some-
one whose instinct is to pass the buck? 

I wish I were making this up: When 
our colleagues asked Judge Maldonado 
about her case backlog in written ques-
tions, she blamed her clerks. That is 
probably cold comfort to prisoners 
seeking relief for inhumane treatment 
or litigants paying months of legal fees 
awaiting her decisions. Apparently, it 
is not the woman with a judicial com-
mission who is responsible for justice 
delayed; it is the 25-year-old brandnew 
lawyers on her staff. But passing the 
buck is what Judge Maldonado does. 

The junior Senator for Louisiana 
asked her how she defined ‘‘assault 
weapon’’ in a brief supporting Illinois’ 
assault weapons ban, and the judge 
said she didn’t know because she didn’t 
write the brief. She was only—get 
this—the counsel of record. 

Do our colleagues really expect a pro-
motion to the court of appeals to turn 
things around? Do they really think 
one of the Nation’s least productive ju-
rists actually deserves such a pro-
motion? 

It doesn’t have to be like this. With-
out even leaving Chicago, Washington 
Democrats will find a different trial 
judge, Judge Mary Rowland. 

Judge Rowland has impeccable lib-
eral credentials. She satisfies the left’s 
desired diversity metrics. The only dif-
ference? She is actually good at her 
job. 

Her Biden list is three cases. And her 
reason? These opinions are being draft-
ed but need to have hearings. Complex 
cases and voluminous briefing don’t 
faze Judge Rowland. 

This matters. The Seventh Circuit is 
a busy court. They hear oral argu-
ments for every case that has a lawyer 
and publish all of these opinions as 
precedent. It is also the last stop for al-
most all litigants in Wisconsin, Illi-
nois, and Indiana. 

Confirming Judge Maldonado to that 
court would be taking a judge who has 
proven herself incapable of swimming 
in the shallow end of the pool and 
throwing her into Lake Michigan. 

The people and litigants of the Sev-
enth Circuit deserve better. And if my 
colleagues want to see basic com-
petence in their judges, they ought to 
reject this nominee. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Christopher T. 
Hanson, of Michigan, to be a Member of 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
for the term of five years expiring June 
30, 2029. (Reappointment) 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip. 

BORDER SECURITY 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, when I 

hear the Republican leader come to the 
floor and talk about the fact that 
President Biden has waited until this 
point in his first term to issue an Exec-
utive order on border security, I can’t 
help but think how long the Senate has 
waited to do anything on immigration. 

The Senator from Kentucky knows 
as well as I do that for more than 30 
years, this Senate has failed to pass 
any meaningful immigration legisla-
tion. 

Part of the problem on our border 
today hearkens back to decades of ne-
glect by the Senate and the House of 
Representatives to meet their constitu-
tional responsibility to upgrade our 
laws. 

How many times have you heard it 
said that our immigration legal system 
is broken? They are right. I happen to 
know that. I have paid personal atten-
tion to this issue for a long time. 

For the Senator from Kentucky to 
berate President Biden because he 
waited until this moment in his first 
term to take action is to ignore the ob-
vious. 

We passed comprehensive immigra-
tion reform in the U.S. Senate, and it 
was passed by more than 60 votes. It 
was sent to the Republican House of 
Representatives. They refused to act 
on it. 

To bring it closer to home, we were 
told last October not to pass any de-
fense supplemental bill unless it in-
cluded a provision related to border se-
curity. So we waited for a bipartisan 
group of three Senators—one Repub-
lican, one Independent, and one Demo-
crat. Senator LANKFORD led the effort 
on behalf of Republicans. We waited 
until they produced a work product 
which, in fact, President Biden em-
braced. Though it was controversial, I 
felt it was a reasonable step forward. 

What happened at that moment? We 
had a chance to do something—finally, 
to do something—in the Senate on im-
migration. We had a bipartisan bill, a 
bill which was crafted by able Members 
of the Senate and addressed the major 
problems facing us on the border. 

What happened? Do you remember? I 
will tell you exactly what happened. 
Donald Trump, former President of the 
United States, announced he opposed 

the bill, instructed any Republican who 
happened to agree with his point of 
view to oppose it as well, and then said: 
And if you want to assign any blame, 
blame me. Well, I am blaming him. A 
chance to pass legislation was stopped 
by Donald Trump and the Republicans 
in the Senate even though they initi-
ated the process themselves. 

That is the reality of the status that 
President Biden faces on the border. 

We are facing the largest refugee cri-
sis in modern history all over the 
world, and we are seeing it on our 
southern border and in the United 
States as well. The question is, Will we 
do anything? 

President Biden has decided to step 
forward with an Executive order which 
would limit the access of individuals 
between ports of entry on the border in 
an effort to slow down the pace of 
those presenting themselves. That, to 
me, is a step in the right direction. 

I wish he would do more. I wish he 
would also do something to help those 
immigrants in the United States who 
have shown that they can be worthy 
citizens of this country, have contrib-
uted mightily toward the betterment 
of this country, and have been here 
long enough to prove that that is true. 
I think they deserve opportunities and 
legal recognition. I think that should 
be included. 

But for now to argue from the Senate 
floor, where little or nothing has taken 
place on immigration reform in more 
than 30 years, that President Biden 
isn’t moving quickly enough is a really 
difficult argument to understand, let 
alone explain to anyone. 

Let me say another word. To call 
those people who present themselves 
for asylum in the United States and 
who are waiting for their case to be re-
solved in court illegal aliens is a mis-
nomer. They are here by a legal rec-
ognition status as asylees seeking pro-
tection. A final status has not been de-
termined, and that will determine what 
their final classification will be. But at 
this point, they are legally in the 
United States awaiting a hearing. To 
call them illegal is not proper. 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 
Mr. President, let me say a word 

about the situation in Illinois on 
judges. I was a little surprised the Sen-
ate Republican leader raised this issue. 

As chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, I spent a large part of my 
time in the last 31⁄2 years bringing 
judges to the Federal bench. We now 
have over 200 judges who have been ap-
proved in a very closely divided U.S. 
Senate, and I have paid close particular 
attention to my own State of Illinois. 

Nancy Maldonado is the nominee for 
the Ninth Circuit. She is currently 
serving as a Federal district court 
judge in Chicago. No one—absolutely 
no one—on that court has argued that 
she is lazy or is not carrying her share 
of the load when it comes to the cases 
pending before her. She was caught in 
a situation where she was sent more 
cases than usual and has not had an op-
portunity, as other judges have in the 
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past, to relegate those cases to other 
judges for consideration. 

It is noteworthy that those who are 
critical of Judge Maldonado should 
know that in all the decisions she has 
rendered on the bench in the several 
years that she has been there, not one 
single case has been rejected by the re-
viewing appellate court. 

She is a worthy person to serve on 
the circuit court, not to take anything 
away from the judge whom Senator 
MCCONNELL praised, Mary Rowland. 
She is a dear friend of mine. It took me 
10 years to get her on the Federal 
bench, and it was worth the wait be-
cause she is that good. But to argue 
that she is any better than Nancy 
Maldonado, I don’t think that even 
Mary Rowland would try to make that 
case. So I hope Senator MCCONNELL 
would reconsider the issues which he 
raised. 

RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT 
Mr. President, I would like to speak 

on a separate topic at this point. 
Fifty-nine years ago this week, the 

Supreme Court ruled in Griswold v. 
Connecticut that all married Ameri-
cans have a constitutional right to use 
contraception. This decision has served 
as the foundation for other landmark 
Supreme Court decisions, including the 
expansion of the right to access contra-
ception to other Americans in 1972. 

For those of us who remember the 
time when Griswold was decided, we re-
member what it meant for millions of 
Americans. With that decision, finally, 
was the freedom to make their own re-
productive family healthcare decisions, 
something which we take for granted 
in this country today. 

When Griswold was decided in 1965, 
our Nation still had a long way to go in 
living up to the promise of equal jus-
tice under the law. 

As one example, in 1965, women were 
often required to ask their husbands 
for permission to apply for credit 
cards—hard to believe, right? In many 
banks, widowers and divorced women 
had to bring a man to the bank with 
them to cosign for a credit card. We 
have certainly made a lot of progress, 
and 59 years later, we still have a long 
way to go. 

But the Griswold v. Connecticut deci-
sion was a breakthrough. It was a 
glimpse of the Nation that we can be. 

Sadly, 2 years ago this month, six 
rightwing judicial activists sent us 
back in time. I am referring to the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Dobbs—the 
crowning achievement of a Republican- 
led, decades-long campaign to overrule 
Roe v. Wade and abolish fundamental 
reproductive rights in America. 

The Dobbs ruling is one of the most 
irresponsible and dangerous decisions 
ever handed down by the Supreme 
Court. It ripped away a constitutional 
right from individuals and their fami-
lies and handed it over to politicians. 

With the Dobbs decision, the ultra-
conservative majority on the Court not 
only overruled a nearly 50-year-old 
precedent that had been reaffirmed 

over and over again but also twisted 
the facts to reach the outcome they 
wanted. 

What do I mean by that? In his ma-
jority opinion, Justice Alito claimed 
that abortion cannot be constitu-
tionally protected because it is not 
‘‘deeply rooted in the Nation’s history 
and tradition.’’ 

Judge Alito is wrong again because, 
whatever we may think about the 
issue, it has deep roots in our history. 
As the dissenting Justices in Dobbs 
wrote: ‘‘embarrassingly for the major-
ity—early law in fact does provide 
some support for abortion rights.’’ 

Justice Alito’s argument for over-
ruling Roe has no credibility. It wasn’t 
originalism; it was an ideologically 
motivated outcome based on his histor-
ical cherry-picking. 

Incredibly, Justice Clarence Thomas 
wanted to go even further. He believes 
the constitutional right to privacy is a 
fiction. In a concurring opinion in 
Dobbs, Justice Thomas declared that 
the Court should ‘‘eliminate’’ the legal 
doctrine behind the constitutional 
right to privacy and ‘‘reconsider all of 
this Court’s substantive due process 
precedents, including Griswold, Law-
rence, and Obergefell.’’ 

That means one of the Justices who 
eliminated the right to abortion also 
thinks that the Court should recon-
sider the constitutional right to con-
traception as well as the constitutional 
rights to marriage equality and con-
sensual relationships between LGBTQ 
people. 

Over the past 2 years, Republican 
lawmakers have picked up where the 
Supreme Court left off. In State after 
State after State, they have ripped 
away reproductive rights from millions 
of Americans, with devastating con-
sequences. 

Overruling Roe v. Wade has un-
leashed a healthcare crisis in America, 
and 24 of the 50 States have either 
barred or severely restricted access to 
abortion or are attempting to do so. 
Many of these bans by the States pro-
vide no exceptions for rape and incest, 
and many are grossly insufficient in 
protecting the health and lives of 
mothers. Some of these bans are even 
written in a way that appear to limit 
access to contraception. 

You may hear some of our colleagues 
across the aisle argue that Democrats 
are exaggerating when we say the right 
to contraception is at risk. They claim 
there is nothing to see here. 

Well, tell that to the millions of 
Americans impacted by the successful 
effort to overrule Roe v. Wade, which 
has inserted politicians and judges into 
the most personal decision imaginable. 
Tell that to the Americans who are 
worried that some of those politicians 
and judges now have their sights set on 
contraception, particularly after Jus-
tice Thomas urged his colleagues to re-
consider the Court’s holding in Gris-
wold. 

That is why my colleagues Senators 
MARKEY, HIRONO, and DUCKWORTH re-

introduced the Right to Contraception 
Act, which I am cosponsoring. The bill 
would protect the rights of patients to 
access and use contraception and of 
healthcare providers to provide contra-
ception and information about contra-
ception. It would codify the right to 
contraception the Supreme Court first 
recognized in the Griswold decision. It 
would also allow patients, providers, 
and the Justice Department to go to 
court to enforce these rights. 

This week, the Senate has an oppor-
tunity to make history and counteract 
some of the repressive policies that Re-
publican State legislatures have put in 
place post-Dobbs. Tomorrow, the Sen-
ate will vote on cloture on the motion 
to proceed to the Right to Contracep-
tion Act. My Senate colleagues will 
have to decide how they want to be re-
membered during this historic vote. Do 
they want to be remembered for block-
ing the effort to protect the right to 
access contraception or for standing on 
the right side of history and protecting 
reproductive rights? 

I urge my colleagues to join me dur-
ing this anniversary week of the Gris-
wold decision and help pass the Right 
to Contraception Act and ensure that 
Americans will always be able to ac-
cess free and safe contraception. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican whip. 
BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, a couple 
of weeks ago at a White House press 
briefing, the President’s Press Sec-
retary was asked why the President 
isn’t doing anything on the border, 
given the fact that he has the author-
ity to act unilaterally. And the White 
House Press Secretary responded: 

But why should he have to do it unilater-
ally? 

Why should he have to do it unilater-
ally? It was, perhaps, a typical re-
sponse from a White House that would 
like to portray itself as the victim of 
the border crisis rather than the cause, 
a White House that would prefer Con-
gress take action on the border rather 
than run the risk of taking action 
itself and annoying some Democratic 
voters. But it was an outrageous state-
ment, nonetheless. 

Why should he have to do it unilater-
ally? Well, for starters, because Presi-
dent Biden is the President and thus 
bears a special responsibility for our 
national security and because, as 
President, he has the authority to take 
a number of measures to help secure 
our Nation’s border. For a President 
not to do anything in the face of the 
kind of crisis we are dealing with is un-
conscionable. But most of all, Presi-
dent Biden should be taking action be-
cause he is responsible for this border 
crisis. 

Why should he have to take action 
unilaterally? Because he created this 
border crisis unilaterally. On the day 
he took office, the President began dis-
mantling the border security policies 
of his predecessor, and illegal immigra-
tion began surging in response. It has 
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never stopped. The President has pre-
sided over not 1, not 2, but 3 successive 
years of recordbreaking illegal immi-
gration. With more than a million and 
a half illegal crossings so far this year, 
it is entirely possible he could end up 
presiding over a fourth. 

Those recordbreaking immigration 
numbers I mentioned don’t even con-
vey the full magnitude of the problem. 
In addition to the staggering 7.8 mil-
lion-plus illegal border encounters re-
corded under President Biden, we have 
also seen huge numbers of ‘‘got- 
aways,’’ and those are individuals that 
the Border Patrol saw but was unable 
to apprehend. Of course we have no 
idea how many unknown ‘‘got-aways’’ 
there have been, and that is a serious 
national security problem. 

When turning yourself in to the Bor-
der Patrol with a claim for asylum is 
likely to result in years of essentially 
legal permanent residence or, as we 
discovered this weekend, de facto am-
nesty, it is especially concerning that 
we have hundreds of thousands of indi-
viduals choosing not to turn them-
selves in and escaping into the interior 
of the country. Some of them may sim-
ply be in search of a better life, but it 
is highly likely that others may have 
more malign intentions. 

U.S. Border Patrol Chief Jason 
Owens, in a March interview with CBS 
News, said the number of known ‘‘got- 
aways’’ is keeping him up at night. 
This is his quote: 

That is a national security threat. Border 
security is a big piece of national security. 
And if we don’t know who is coming into our 
country and we don’t know what their intent 
is, that is a threat. And they’re exploiting a 
vulnerability that’s on our border right now. 

That same month, FBI Director 
Christopher Wray told the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence: 

We are seeing a wide array of very dan-
gerous threats that emanate from the bor-
der. 

Let me repeat that. From the FBI Di-
rector: ‘‘We are seeing a wide array of 
very dangerous threats that emanate 
from the border.’’ 

He also noted, alarmingly: 
There is a particular network that has— 

where some of the overseas facilitators of 
the smuggling network have ISIS ties that 
we’re very concerned about. 

There is a particular network that has— 
where some of the overseas facilitators of 
the smuggling network have ISIS ties that 
we’re very concerned about. 

As I said, it would be unconscionable 
for any President to stand by and 
watch a crisis like the one we are fac-
ing at our southern border without 
taking action. The fact that President 
Biden has allowed this national secu-
rity crisis to rage for 3-plus years un-
checked is a betrayal of his responsibil-
ities as President. 

While protecting our national secu-
rity may not have motivated this 
President, protecting his election pros-
pects apparently does. With polls show-
ing immigration as a top issue, Demo-
crats have been rushing to give the im-
pression that they are serious about 

border security. Now we are hearing 
that President Biden may be announc-
ing measures to secure the border, pos-
sibly as soon as today. I will believe it 
when I see it, especially given this 
weekend’s report that the Biden ad-
ministration has been offering mass 
amnesty to hundreds of thousands of 
individuals whose asylum cases have 
been closed without a decision. 

It does sound like the President will 
be announcing something, and I hope it 
will involve some real reforms. But it 
is disturbing that it is taking the fear 
of losing an election to motivate the 
President to take action on a national 
security crisis that has raged for more 
than 3 years, and it raises serious ques-
tions about how long the President’s 
interest in border security will last. If 
he wins another term, will he still care 
about the border, or does it take an 
election to keep him motivated about 
his national security responsibilities? 

At any rate, if concern for our na-
tional security won’t do it, let’s hope 
that his fear of defeat in November will 
indeed motivate the President to actu-
ally get the situation at our southern 
border under control. Given his record 
so far, though, I am not holding my 
breath. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PADILLA). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, 

this week marks the 80th anniversary 
of the Allied invasion of Normandy. 

Operation Overlord on June 6, 1944, 
was one of the most significant events 
in human history. In those early morn-
ing hours, more than 24,000 soldiers and 
1,200 aircraft conducted a massive and 
daring airborne assault behind enemy 
lines. This was done to isolate the 
coast and prevent the enemy from rein-
forcing its defenses. 

Then, at dawn, the largest amphib-
ious assault ever conducted—160,000 
U.S., British, and Canadian troops 
poured out of 6,900 ships and vessels to 
storm the beaches against a crushing 
enemy fire. Omaha, Utah, Gold, Juno, 
Sword—the beaches’ names are still fa-
mous today. 

The first days were not promising for 
the Allies, but slowly over the next 
several weeks, the Allies extended 
their tenuous foothold and amassed 
more and more forces, eventually num-
bering 2 million on the beaches of Nor-
mandy. 

After a German counterattack in 
early August failed, the breakout 
would begin. Paris would be liberated 
just weeks later, on August 25. Then, 5 
days later, the enemy would withdraw 
back across the Seine into Germany— 
the end of Operation Overlord. 

Losses were severe. On June 6—D- 
Day—alone, the Allies suffered more 
than 10,000 casualties. At operation’s 
end, that number would swell to nearly 
a quarter of a million, including more 
than 153,000 wounded and 72,000 killed 
or missing—more than were killed in 
the entire war in Vietnam. 

Most of D-Day’s participants were 
young men in their teens and early 
twenties. Men with little or no combat 
experience and their whole lives in 
front of them landed on those beaches; 
men like my father, Charles 
Tuberville, a farmer from Arkansas, 
who was not yet 19. He was 18 years old 
when he landed at Utah Beach on that 
very day of June 6. I can’t imagine 
what it must have been like to carry 
such an incredible burden at such a 
young age, to leave your family and 
loved ones, knowing you might not 
make it home. My dad would tell you it 
is because it was their duty. They 
loved their country, and their country 
needed them. They also understood 
that America and the freedoms we 
enjoy were worth fighting for. 

I think of those men today, and I 
can’t help but worry for my sons’ and 
this country’s future. 

In the months leading up to this im-
portant 80th anniversary, we have been 
inundated with images from college 
campuses across our Nation. We have 
seen young people of similar age to the 
D-Day heroes protesting in support of 
terrorists, openly calling for the de-
struction of the society and freedoms 
that my dad and all these men paid for 
on D-Day with their blood. 

So how did we get here? How did we 
go from producing the type of men and 
women who are willing to die on the 
beaches for freedom and our Constitu-
tion—how did we get here?—to college 
students who are openly supporting 
groups that chant ‘‘Death to Amer-
ica’’? 

Sadly, our education system has 
failed the younger generation. Many of 
our major universities are more con-
cerned with woke ideology than with 
quality education. They have no inter-
est in teaching students the truth 
about our country and our founding 
principles. Many of our students are 
being taught to hate this country, to 
hate Americans, and the results speak 
for themselves. 

More and more, high school students 
today can tell you everything you want 
to know about the made-up ‘‘gender 
spectrum.’’ They can carry on a con-
versation about that. But, you know 
what, they struggle to read at grade 
level and do basic math. 

Our progressive education system, 
controlled by teachers unions, has 
made us rank 26th in the world in 
math—26th in the world in math—and 
6th in reading. It is embarrassing. It is 
unforgivable. The teachers unions try 
to silence parents and cover for incom-
petence while our children are suf-
fering. 

Merit is now ‘‘problematic,’’ as our 
Nation has been taken over by the neo- 
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Marxist diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion—or, as better known, called DEI— 
ideology. This woke teaching sows divi-
sion by teaching our kids to resent 
each other. 

Think about that for a minute. Our 
young people are the greatest resource 
that we have, but we are failing them. 
I worked in the education system for 35 
years, and I am embarrassed. I am ap-
palled. All to appease a radical ide-
ology that has taken over this country. 

As a result, the Army has had to 
lower its standards because many en-
listees can’t meet the minimum re-
quirements. You heard that right. We 
have had to lower standards—our 
standards both mentally and phys-
ically. 

We could learn a lesson or two from 
those heroes, like my Dad, who bravely 
served and stormed the beaches 80 
years ago Thursday. Those men and 
women were united in the belief that 
America was a country worth fighting 
for. 

So please join me, especially this 
Thursday, in honoring the brave heroes 
who risked and, in many cases, gave 
their lives for freedom and what we 
have today. 

May we never forget their sacrifices 
and honor them by making sure our 
children know the truth about our 
great country and what happened on 
the beaches of Normandy that day, 
June 6, 1944. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Delaware. 
NOMINATION OF CHRISTOPHER T. HANSON 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of Christopher T. Han-
son’s nomination to serve an additional 
5-year term as a member of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, which he has 
chaired for several years. 

I want to begin by saying a few words 
about this pivotal moment for clean 
nuclear energy in the United States of 
America. 

Carbon-free nuclear power plays a 
critical and growing role in our elec-
tricity grid and is indispensable in our 
ongoing efforts to address the climate 
crisis and strengthen our Nation’s en-
ergy security. 

As many of our colleagues know, in-
cluding the Presiding Officer, who is a 
Member of the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, nuclear energy has 
become the largest source of reliable 
clean energy in the United States of 
America—the largest—providing about 
20 percent of our Nation’s electricity— 
but listen to this—and nearly half of 
our clean power. 

The Biden administration is taking 
strong steps to ensure that nuclear en-

ergy can continue to be deployed both 
safely and efficiently. For example, 
just last week, the White House an-
nounced a new administration-wide ef-
fort to bolster the domestic nuclear en-
ergy industry by further harnessing 
American ingenuity and cutting-edge 
technologies. 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
also plays a vital role in facilitating 
the deployment of clean nuclear energy 
by protecting the safety of our existing 
nuclear facilities, while also ensuring 
that new sources of clean nuclear 
power meet the same rigorous stand-
ards for safety. 

It is up to us, and it is up to us in 
Congress—the House and the Senate— 
to ensure that the Commission has 
both the strong leadership and the re-
sources necessary for the 21st century. 

That is why I am working closely 
with our ranking member, SHELLY CAP-
ITO of West Virginia, and other Mem-
bers of our Environment and Public 
Works Committee to draft legislation 
known as the ADVANCE Act. 

If signed into law, this legislation 
will provide the Commission the tools, 
the resources, and the workforce that 
it needs to safely usher in the future of 
nuclear energy in our country. 

At this crucial moment for new nu-
clear technologies and our climate, the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission also 
needs a full slate of Commissioners in 
order for this plan to succeed. 

President Biden has nominated a 
chair, its current Chair Hanson, to 
serve another 5-year term on the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission. 

He has skillfully led the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission during his tenure 
as Chair for the last 4 years. Under his 
leadership, the Commission has under-
taken significant efforts to modernize 
the Agency while dealing with con-
strained resources. 

He has gone above and beyond to en-
gage both the industry and our public, 
and he has advanced our efforts to slow 
climate change by leading the Commis-
sion to establish a regulatory frame-
work for the safe licensing and oper-
ation of new carbon-free technologies. I 
have no doubt that if he is reconfirmed, 
Chair Hanson will extend his track 
record well into a second term and be-
yond. 

Last month, the Environment and 
Public Works Committee advanced his 
nomination out of committee with 
broad, bipartisan support, and I hope to 
see Chair Hanson reconfirmed with 
broad bipartisan support, again today. 

Senator CAPITO and I urge our col-
leagues to join us in supporting Chair 
Hanson’s nomination so that he can 
continue serving our Nation with skill 
and dedication. 

With that, I am going to ask unani-
mous consent that the scheduled vote 
occur immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON HANSON NOMINATION 
Under the previous order, The ques-

tion is, Will the Senate advise and con-
sent to the Hanson nomination? 

Mr. TILLIS. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN). 

The result was announced—yeas 81, 
nays 17, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 184 Ex.] 

YEAS—81 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Budd 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Fischer 

Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—17 

Blackburn 
Britt 
Cruz 
Ernst 
Hagerty 
Hawley 

Johnson 
Lee 
Paul 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 

Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—2 

Braun Menendez 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous 
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table, 
and the President will be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 507, Tanya 
Monique Jones Bosier, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Su-
perior Court of the District of Columbia for 
the term of fifteen years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, 
Jeanne Shaheen, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Alex Padilla, Richard J. 
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Durbin, Amy Klobuchar, Jack Reed, 
Tina Smith, Richard Blumenthal, 
Tammy Duckworth, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Peter Welch, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Raphael G. Warnock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Tanya Monique Jones Bosier, of the 
District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia for the term 
of fifteen years, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 185 Ex.] 

YEAS—57 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—41 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Braun Menendez 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LUJÁN). On this vote, the yeas are 57, 
the nays are 41. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Tanya Monique 
Jones Bosier, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Associate Judge of the Su-
perior Court of the District of Colum-
bia for the term of fifteen years. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:28 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LUJÁN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

VOTE ON BOSIER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Bosier nomination? 

Mr. WICKER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN). 

The result was announced—yeas 57, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 186 Ex.] 

YEAS—57 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—41 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Braun Menendez 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WELCH). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 

Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 511, Judith 
E. Pipe, of the District of Columbia, to be an 
Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen 
years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, 
Jack Reed, Benjamin L. Cardin, Alex 
Padilla, Laphonza R. Butler, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Tammy Duckworth, 
Christopher Murphy, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Jeanne Shaheen, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Mazie K. Hirono, Sherrod 
Brown, Tina Smith, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Jeff Merkley. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Judith E. Pipe, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the 
Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia for the term of fifteen years, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 56, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 187 Ex.] 

YEAS—56 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—42 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Braun Menendez 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 

vote, the yeas are 56, the nays are 42, 
and the motion is agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Judith E. Pipe, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an 
Associate Judge of the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia for the 
term of fifteen years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 718 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I 

rise today to discuss a very serious 
problem: viral gain-of-function re-
search. I am calling on this body to 
place a pause on all viral gain-of-func-
tion research, just like President 
Obama did in 2014. 

Maybe I will start with an analogy. 
Could you imagine the United States 
participating in nuclear research and 
sending our scientists, sending our 
money to foreign adversaries to help 
them with their nuclear weapons re-
search right now—say, a country like 
Iran or a country like North Korea? Of 
course, no one in this body would sug-
gest that is a smart thing to do. But 
people can’t see what viral gain-of- 
function is, so they are not afraid of it, 
but they should be. 

Think about this: Nuclear bombs 
have killed 2-, 3-, maybe 400,000 people 
at the max—2-, 3-, maybe 400,000 peo-
ple—but viral gain-of-function re-
search, through COVID, has killed over 
1 million Americans, and worldwide, it 
is at least 10 times that, maybe 20 
times that. And we still have 15 million 
long COVID sufferers, but we continue 
to fund and we continue to participate 
in viral gain-of-function research. I 
would stop and ask this body, what do 
we have to show for it? Thirty years of 
viral gain-of-function research and 
what are the benefits? What have we 
benefited from this? 

Just like in January of 2020 when I 
was the first Member of Congress to 
sound the alarm on the COVID virus 
and the consequences and the pandemic 
that was coming, I am here once again 
to sound this alarm. 

Think about this: Why is this a con-
cern to anybody? First of all, I want to 
talk about the risk of lab leaks. No 
matter what virus security level this 
research is done in, there is going to be 
risk of a lab leak. There is human 
error, there is mechanical error, people 
not following protocols. We have seen 
it over and over again, and that is ac-
tually what led to the pause in 2014 by 
President Obama. 

Laboratories, regardless of their bio-
safety levels, are not infallible. Human 
error, equipment failure, unforeseen 
accidents can lead to the escape of en-
hanced pathogens into the general pop-
ulation. The consequences of such an 
event have proven to be catastrophic. 

We witnessed this firsthand through 
the COVID–19 pandemic, just how fast 
a virus could spread throughout the 
world. A virus that is engineered to be 
more contagious or more deadly can 
cause an even more severe global death 
crisis, even worse than what we saw 
with COVID–19. 

Something people seldom talk about 
is the threat of bioresearch, of biosecu-
rity when it comes to our food supply. 
Just like the Chinese developed a 
COVID virus to attack human lungs, 
they could develop new viruses that 
could attack our beef cattle, our pigs, 
our dairy. They could find new viruses 
to attack the wheat in Kansas. All 
these things are very feasible by viral 
gain-of-function research. 

I am very concerned about the risk of 
weaponization of these viruses, that all 
of these have a military potential, 
what we would call bioterrorism. Ev-
erything has a dual purpose. In Amer-
ica, we don’t think about that. We al-
ways think about science being re-
search for the good, but what we have 
found over and over is that rogue na-
tions can use this type of research for 
the very, very worse. 

I just want to dive a little bit deeper 
into this subject and this threat of bio-
terrorism. Knowledge and techniques 
developed through gain-of-function re-
search can be potentially misused by 
malicious actors. If detailed meth-
odologies for enhancing pathogens are 
published or otherwise become acces-
sible, they could be easy exploited to 
create biological weapons. These could 
be created by people with minimal 
means. They are called terrorists. They 
wouldn’t have to go through the hassle, 
the time and expense of developing a 
nuclear weapon; they could more easily 
develop biological weapons that are 
even more deadly. The potential for 
such misuse makes the dissemination 
of research findings in this bill particu-
larly perilous, and it lowers the barrier 
for entry for those who might wish to 
cause us harm. 

Ethically, gain-of-function research 
raises significant questions. Is it mor-
ally acceptable to create pathogens 
with pandemic potential, knowing the 
immense suffering they could cause if 
accidentally or, heaven forbid, delib-
erately released? 

The scientific pursuit of knowledge 
must be balanced with responsibility 
and awareness of their broader con-
sequences. The principles that I swore 
an oath to as a physician—do no harm; 
above all, do no harm—should guide 
every one of our actions when we are 
funding science. Yet, gain-of-function 
research walks a tightrope between po-
tential benefits and catastrophic risks. 

Public trust in science and research 
institutes is another critical aspect. 
Higher profile accidents or ethical 
breaches have eroded public con-
fidence, making it even more difficult 
to garner support for necessary sci-
entific endeavors. Transparency, ac-
countability, and stringent regulatory 
frameworks are essential to maintain-
ing this trust. 

That is why we are here today calling 
for this body to pass our Viral Gain-of- 
Function Research Moratorium Act. 
Our bill will prohibit the funding of 
this research, allowing time for an hon-
est conversation about the pros and 
cons of gain-of-function research, set-
ting up guardrails that ensure a system 
of checks and balances. 

Getting transparency for the Amer-
ican people for what happened during 
the pandemic shouldn’t be controver-
sial. I hope my colleagues will join me 
in agreeing that if we can’t measure it, 
we can’t manage it—especially when 
we are discussing the creation of lethal 
viruses at the taxpayers’ expense. 

The Federal Government should not 
provide another dime in funding for 
viral gain-of-function research in the 
deceptive name of global health and 
national security. 

For these reasons, I am proud to be 
back here on the Senate floor to sound 
the alarm again and call for the imme-
diate passage of our bill, the Viral 
Gain-of-Function Research Morato-
rium Act. 

I want to conclude by thanking Sen-
ators BRAUN and LEE for their support 
of this resolution, and we look forward 
to continuing the discussion on this 
issue with their colleagues. 

As if in legislative session and not-
withstanding rule XXII, I ask unani-
mous consent the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of S. Res. 718, which 
is at the desk; further, that the resolu-
tion be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, this 
resolution threatens fundamental life 
sciences research. Research is medi-
cine’s field of dreams from which we 
harvest the findings that give hope to 
families. 

Over 1 million people died from 
COVID–19, and tens of thousands of 
Americans die annually from the sea-
sonal flu. It is scientific research that 
develops the vaccines and treatments 
that save lives. 

It is clear that we need every tool at 
our disposal to combat viral illnesses 
and pandemics, and labs across the 
country are developing research that 
will create the vaccines and the thera-
peutics of tomorrow. But what this res-
olution does is create overbroad re-
strictions on scientific research in 
order to accomplish a goal which un-
fortunately is unrelated to what should 
be our highest goals. 

Bans like those envisioned by this 
resolution would tie the hands of re-
searchers who are doing lifesaving 
work. This resolution would send a 
dangerous signal that the U.S. Senate 
does not value lifesaving research 
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being conducted by our Federal re-
search Agencies and at our world-class 
research universities. 

We must be prepared for future 
pandemics, especially as climate 
change accelerates the transmission of 
deadly diseases. 

In the last few months, we have seen 
H5N1 bird flu transmitted from dairy 
cattle to humans. This resolution could 
block researchers from understanding 
the mutations that allow bird flu to in-
fect humans, effectively banning us 
from preventing outbreaks and pro-
tecting farm workers. 

Medical research is an issue of na-
tional security. Stronger research 
means stronger security. This resolu-
tion would not prepare us for emerging 
disease threats, and it would not make 
our Nation safer. Bowing to political 
pressure to promote a research ban 
without understanding the implica-
tions on research, biosecurity, bio-
safety, or public health is dangerous, 
and it is reckless. 

Investments in biomedical research 
are investments in hope and health and 
safety that serve our country today 
and into the future. For those reasons, 
I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Kansas. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, cer-

tainly I understand the Senator from 
Massachusetts’ comments and his con-
cerns. I would still continue to argue 
that the benefits have not outweighed 
the risk. We have not seen any benefits 
from this type of research. 

The whole concept, just going back 
to what the definition of ‘‘viral gain-of- 
function research’’ is—we wouldn’t do 
it if it is causing potential for harm, 
but we can still continue to research 
flu vaccines. We can continue to re-
search avian influenza. There are all 
sorts of things we could do. But let’s 
not make avian influenza worse. Let’s 
not put a protein spike on it that is 
going to make it stick to human lung 
cells like they did with SARS-CoV–1. 

The justification of gain-of-function 
research hinges on its purported bene-
fits, as you described, such as improved 
preparedness for pandemics; however, 
it is important to scrutinize whether 
these benefits are indeed reliable and 
they outweigh the risks. 

Critics argue that the knowledge 
gained from such research can often be 
obtained through safer means, such as 
computational models or studying nat-
ural outbreaks. Moreover, these re-
sources invested in high-risk research 
can be redirected toward strengthening 
public health infrastructure, improving 
our surveillance system, and devel-
oping broad-spectrum antivirals and 
vaccines. 

Let’s quit throwing good money after 
bad money. Let’s take good care of the 
American taxpayer dollars and actu-
ally do things that are going to protect 
them from future pandemics. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 2494 
Mr. BUDD. Mr. President, under 

President Biden, nearly 10 million ille-
gal immigrants have entered our coun-
try. Now, among those 10 million are 
an unknown number of dangerous indi-
viduals. 

We know that hundreds of individ-
uals appear on the Terrorism 
Watchlist. We know that a significant 
number of transnational cartel mem-
bers are in this population. Other cat-
egories include drug smugglers, human 
traffickers, and many more. 

It is a laundry list of bad actors who 
have no business stepping foot in our 
country. And, sadly, it is not a sur-
prise, when we allow over half a mil-
lion illegal immigrants with criminal 
records into the homeland, that they 
commit crimes against American citi-
zens. 

Even members of law enforcement— 
the very people entrusted with keeping 
us safe—are now on the frontlines of 
the border crisis. And, no, I am not 
talking about police in border States 
like Texas or Arizona; I am talking 
about North Carolina—my State. I am 
talking about New York City. 

Two years ago, in my home State of 
North Carolina, Wake County Deputy 
Sheriff Ned Byrd was killed in the line 
of duty by an illegal alien gang mem-
ber who crossed the border under Presi-
dent Biden. And just this week, in 
Queens, NY, NYPD officers were shot 
while trying to apprehend a suspect in 
a string of robberies. One was shot in 
the stomach, and the other was shot in 
the leg. 

Now, thankfully, they are going to 
survive. Our prayers are with them and 
their families, and we are grateful for 
their service to our country. But the 
suspect was identified as a 19-year-old 
from Venezuela who crossed the border 
illegally through Eagle Pass, TX, in 
July of last year. Worse yet, he was 
caught, and then he was released with 
a court date that he, predictably, ig-
nored. 

So enough is enough. I am back here 
on the Senate floor to, once again, try 
and pass a bill called the POLICE Act. 
It is a straightforward bill. The PO-
LICE Act simply states that an alien 
can be deported for assaulting a police 
officer, a firefighter, or another first 
responder. This bill has already passed 
the House, and it can be sent to the 
President’s desk by passing it right 
here today. Pretty simple. 

But now the last time I tried to pass 
this bill, the Senator from Connecticut 
blocked it, and he called it nothing. 
That is 100 percent wrong. Specifically, 
the POLICE Act amends the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to explicitly 
state that an illegal immigrant may be 
deported for assaulting a police officer. 

Now, it is important to point out 
that the current law does not cover all 
assaults against law enforcement. That 
means that some immigrants can re-
main in the country even after com-
mitting assaults against cops. 

And we know that under the Biden 
administration, that is a very real pos-

sibility, unfortunately. But the truth 
is that we cannot trust this adminis-
tration to do the right thing or enforce 
the law and to keep our communities 
safe. That is why we need to pass the 
POLICE Act today. 

Any Senator who claims to ‘‘back the 
blue’’ should have no problem at all 
supporting this bill. So I sincerely hope 
that in the face of yet another attack 
on police officers, that we can pass this 
bill today. 

Mr. President, as in legislative ses-
sion, notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of H.R. 2494 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration; further, that the 
bill be considered read a third time and 
passed and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Connecticut. 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, reserv-

ing the right to object, the Border Pa-
trol union—our law enforcement offi-
cers who patrol the southern and 
northern border who serve this country 
and protect this country—endorsed the 
bipartisan border security bill that my 
friend from North Carolina opposed, as 
did almost all of his colleagues. 

The Border Patrol union—the organi-
zation that represents law enforcement 
officers—supported that bill for a num-
ber of reasons. It would have surged re-
sources to the southern border to make 
sure that we properly administered our 
border and made sure that the only 
people who are coming to this country 
have legitimate asylum claims. It 
would invest in technology to make 
those Border Patrol officers’ jobs easi-
er. It would have granted new hiring 
authorities to make sure that we can 
get people down to the border faster 
rather than just redeploying agents 
from the northern border to the south-
ern border. 

But it is likely that they supported 
that bill for an additional reason. 
Under current law, if you are coming 
to this country to apply for asylum, if 
you have a criminal history in the 
United States during a prior visit or in 
your home country, that question is 
not relevant under existing law until 
you go before an asylum judge, before 
you go before an immigration judge to 
make your asylum claim. 

Senator LANKFORD, myself, and Sen-
ator SINEMA thought that didn’t make 
sense. We thought that that question of 
your prior criminal history should be 
relevant the minute that you show up 
at the border; that you don’t get into 
the United States to make your claim 
of asylum if you have a criminal his-
tory. 

That was part of the bipartisan bor-
der bill. That would have protected the 
country. That would have protected 
our law enforcement officers. But my 
Republican colleagues turned down the 
opportunity to pass bipartisan legisla-
tion that would prevent individuals 
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with criminal records from coming 
into the country and applying for asy-
lum because under current law—law 
that the President is bound to admin-
ister and enforce—those questions are 
not brought into the process until that 
asylum claim is being heard by a judge. 

And so it is just another example of 
the ways in which the bipartisan bor-
der bill—the bill that Republicans 
asked for, demanded Democrats nego-
tiate—would have made this country 
safer, would have created a more effi-
cient and more secure border. And I am 
still furious—and heartbroken—that 
Republicans decided to keep the border 
a mess because it helps their Presi-
dential candidate politically instead of 
trying to solve the problem. 

As for this specific measure, as I said 
last time I came to the floor to object, 
it is already, under current law, a de-
portable offense if you commit a crime 
of violence. It is already, under current 
law, a deportable offense if you commit 
and are convicted of any crime involv-
ing moral turpitude. And, further, non-
citizens who are convicted of any ag-
gravated felony, including mis-
demeanor offenses, are deportable as 
well. 

So this bill is seeking to solve a prob-
lem that doesn’t exist because current 
law says, if you commit an assault on 
a law enforcement officer, you are 
going to be deported. 

So why are we debating this bill if 
current law already says you can be de-
ported for assaulting a police officer? 

I don’t know the answer, but what I 
know is that there is a broader effort 
underfoot by former President Trump 
and my Republican colleagues to try to 
make Americans believe that there is a 
specific unique threat posed to you by 
immigrants; that you should fear peo-
ple that are coming to this country to 
seek a better life or to flee terror or 
torture. It is a familiar trope because 
it was used against my forefathers 
when they came here from Ireland. It 
was used against those who came to 
the United States from prior genera-
tions: You should fear the Irish. You 
should fear the Italians. You should 
fear the Chinese. Today, it is that you 
should fear those coming from Central 
or South America. 

But it is just not the truth. I know it 
is hard to hear for some folks who be-
lieve everything they watch on FOX 
News, but individuals who are first- 
generation immigrants to this country 
are less likely to be convicted of vio-
lent crimes than individuals who are 
born in this country. 

In 2020, the Trump DOJ sought to 
prove that false. They actually com-
missioned research to examine the rate 
of crime between noncitizens and citi-
zens because they couldn’t believe the 
data because FOX News said that we 
should fear immigrants. 

Here is one of the papers that was 
commissioned by the Trump DOJ: 

[W]e find that undocumented immigrants 
had substantially lower crime rates than na-
tive-born citizens . . . across a range of fel-

ony offenses. Relative to undocumented im-
migrants, US-born citizens are over 2 times 
more likely to be arrested for violent crimes, 
2.5 times more likely to be arrested for drug 
crimes, and over 4 times more likely to be 
arrested for property crimes. 

These are quotes directly from a 
Trump-funded Department of Justice 
report. 

I don’t disagree with my colleague 
from North Carolina. Of course, if 
someone commits an assault against a 
law enforcement officer, they should be 
deported from this country. If some-
body commits an assault against a 
community member, regardless of 
their occupation, they should be de-
ported from this country. That is what 
the existing law says: If you are con-
victed of a felony or a misdemeanor as-
sault—any crime of moral turpitude— 
you are deported. 

And so, to me, this is duplicative at 
best and, at worst, an effort to just try 
to reinforce this very dangerous my-
thology that this country has some-
thing to fear from immigrants who are 
coming to this country to flee eco-
nomic desperation and violence and 
terror and torture. 

For that reason, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from North Carolina. 
Mr. BUDD. Mr. President, I appre-

ciate my colleague’s comments, and I 
believe them to be sincere. But let’s 
not get lost in the swirl of eloquence 
here. 

I believe my colleague once said that 
illegal immigrants are ‘‘undocumented 
Americans’’—a direct quote—and that 
they are ‘‘the people we care about 
most’’—another direct quote—but I 
would submit that if you illegally 
enter the United States and then beat 
up a police officer, you are most cer-
tainly not an American. And the only 
thing we should care about is that you 
are deported. 

Now, he said these laws can lead to 
deportation, but it is not necessary 
that they do particularly under this 
administration. 

I refer to my prior remarks: There 
have been a half million illegal immi-
grants—a half million—with criminal 
records that have come into the home-
land, again, illegally. And it is no sur-
prise that they can commit crimes 
against Americans. 

So this bill, which he seems to sup-
port—I am a little confused at the lan-
guage. It seems like he might support 
this unanimous consent effort here be-
cause it is important because the cur-
rent law does not cover all assaults 
against law enforcement. Deporting an 
illegal alien who assaults a law en-
forcement officer requires a complex 
legal analysis to prove that the illegal 
alien committed an aggravated felony 
or crime involving moral turpitude. 

It is not guaranteed that this process 
will even lead to deportation. So the 
POLICE Act creates a simple, straight-
forward, commonsense rule that says 
illegal aliens who assault cops are de-
portable—period, end of story. 

We saw it in North Carolina. We have 
recently seen it in New York City. And 
it can happen in a community near 
you. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-

KEY). The Senator from Vermont. 
RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, we have 
had a dismal history recently with the 
U.S. Supreme Court. In my view, it has 
totally failed the American people. 

In the name of States’ rights, the Su-
preme Court has taken away freedom 
and caused distress and uncertainty for 
women and individuals across the 
country. It is outrageous that, because 
of this Court and this decision, people 
have fewer rights today than they did 
50 years ago. Of course, I refer to the 
Dobbs decision, in which the Supreme 
Court—to its everlasting shame and in 
its infamy—took away a constitutional 
right. 

It should be noted that, in a post- 
Dobbs world, women are leaning on 
contraceptive care more, and doctors 
see more demand. That now is threat-
ened. For anyone who read that Dobbs 
decision and the Thomas concurrence 
in that decision, he laid it out where he 
at least intends to go. 

There seems to be some confusion 
among my colleagues across the aisle 
about what this bill is and how impor-
tant reproductive healthcare is, and I 
thank the Presiding Officer for his 
leadership on this with our colleague 
from Hawaii. 

It is very important as everyone 
needs access both to whatever birth 
control options make the most sense to 
them and access to whatever preven-
tive healthcare makes sense to them. 
Contraceptives can help prevent and 
treat medical conditions. This is about 
ensuring that every person in every 
ZIP Code has access to the birth con-
trol that they need if they need it. 

This is the right of women and every 
individual to make decisions about 
their bodies and their futures. Politi-
cians should not be involved. The Court 
shouldn’t even be intimating it is 
threatening to take that away, and 
this legislation is needed to guarantee 
that they won’t. 

After Roe was overturned in June 
2022, Vermont voters went to the polls. 
They took their own liberty into their 
own hands after not being able to rely 
on the U.S. Supreme Court to protect 
it. In article 22 of the Vermont Con-
stitution—a new amendment—it per-
manently protects reproductive lib-
erties. 

It says: 
That an individual’s right to personal re-

productive autonomy is central to the lib-
erty and dignity to determine one’s own life 
course and shall not be denied or infringed 
unless justified by a compelling State inter-
est achieved by the least restrictive means. 

This would stop future anti-choice 
legislation from advancing in our State 
of Vermont. 

We enacted comprehensive legisla-
tion in 2019 in Vermont, under a Repub-
lican Governor, that would ‘‘recognize 
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as a fundamental right the freedom of 
reproductive choice’’ and ‘‘prohibit 
public entities from interfering with or 
restricting the right of an individual to 
terminate the individual’s pregnancy.’’ 

As far back as 1972, the Vermont Su-
preme Court became the fourth State 
in the Nation to legalize abortion. 
Vermont has a long history of pro-
tecting reproductive rights and stand-
ing up for the rights of women. 

Also, contraception is supported by 
the American people. It is widely used 
by women. People who can get preg-
nant need it and use it. There are 9 out 
of 10 voters who ‘‘want it to be legal’’ 
and 3 out of 4 who want to have easier 
access. There are 78 percent who say 
‘‘they see it as basic healthcare for 
women,’’ and 72 percent are ‘‘thankful 
it allows them to manage several 
health conditions.’’ 

So it is absolutely essential, in the 
face of the U.S. Supreme Court and 
what it did to deprive women of their 
own right to choose by reversing the 
Roe v. Wade decision that was so en-
shrined in our law and part of our soci-
ety for 50 years, that we in the Senate 
take all action possible to guarantee 
that women’s rights will be protected. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I am 

so glad to come to the floor today to 
support my colleagues—the Presiding 
Officer, who is Senator MARKEY, and 
Senator HIRONO—as you champion a 
great and necessary bill, the Right to 
Contraception Act. I am proud to stand 
with my colleagues, and I am so proud 
to support this bill. 

You know, today should have been a 
day of celebration. It was the 105th an-
niversary of the Senate’s passing the 
19th Amendment—one of the greatest 
amendments ever passed—granting 
women the right to vote under the U.S. 
Constitution. That was truly a proud 
moment for this Chamber and one of 
the greatest victories ever in the 
march toward women’s equality—a 
march that New York proudly ad-
vanced. Upstate New York was a hot-
bed for the women’s suffrage move-
ment, including in places like Seneca 
Falls. 

But, on this 105th anniversary of the 
19th Amendment’s passage, we must 
confront the ugly truth that women, 
sadly, have fewer freedoms today than 
they did just a few years ago, because, 
a few weeks from now, America will ob-
serve a different anniversary, a much 
darker anniversary, that of the MAGA 
Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. 
Wade. Thanks to that decision and 
thanks to the hard right’s war on 
women, reproductive freedoms are at 
their lowest point in modern history, 
and who knows how far the hard right 
will go. Two years ago, the MAGA 
Court eliminated the protections of 
Roe. Tomorrow, it could be something 
else. Maybe, it could be the Griswold 
decision that protected the right to use 
birth control. 

To those who think that is out-
landish or impossible to happen, just 
remember Clarence Thomas himself 
opened the door to this possibility in 
his concurring opinion on the day Roe 
was overturned. We are kidding our-
selves if we think the hard right is sat-
isfied with simply overturning Roe. 
And, for all those who say it can never 
happen, remember people said that be-
fore Dobbs—that Roe would never be 
overturned. Of course, unfortunately, 
it was by the rightwing MAGA Court, 
appointed by Donald Trump and our 
Republican colleagues here in the Sen-
ate. 

So, tomorrow, the Senate will act. 
We will vote to move forward on the 
Right to Contraception Act. Sup-
porting Federal protections for contra-
ceptives should be the definition of 
what is a simple, commonsense, and 
easy choice. The bill we will vote on to-
morrow simply says: If you want access 
to birth control or if your healthcare 
provider wants to prescribe birth con-
trol, the government has no right to 
interfere. 

Doesn’t that seem like common 
sense? After all, access to birth control 
is something that 90 percent of Ameri-
cans support. 

Of course, we are already hearing the 
same predictable, tired, and 
unpersuasive retorts from the other 
side: that this vote is somehow unnec-
essary; that birth control could never 
possibly be at risk; that this is much 
ado about nothing. That is simply not 
true. 

To those who argue Federal protec-
tions for birth control are unnecessary, 
go ask the people of Virginia what they 
think after their Republican Governor 
vetoed a bill that would have protected 
contraceptives at the State level. Go 
ask the people of Nevada what they 
think after their Republican Governor 
also vetoed a bill to protect access to 
birth control. To those who say birth 
control will never fall at risk, go ask 
the people of Florida or Arizona or 
Idaho or Iowa or Missouri. In each of 
these States, Republican Governors or 
Republican State legislators are on 
record blocking protections for birth 
control access in some form or another. 

It is unacceptable—simply unaccept-
able—for Americans to even question 
whether or not access to birth control 
should fall at risk, but that is precisely 
the worry one in five Americans has 
today. We can eliminate that worry in 
one fell swoop by passing the Right to 
Contraception Act. 

I hope both sides join together to 
show strong support for this essential 
bill tomorrow when we vote on it. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-

sent that the confirmation vote on the 
Pipe nomination be at 12 noon tomor-
row, Wednesday, June 5, and that the 
cloture vote with respect to the Sul-
livan nomination occur upon disposi-
tion of the Pipe nomination; further, 
that if cloture is invoked on the Sul-
livan nomination, all time be consid-

ered expired and the confirmation vote 
occur at a time to be determined by 
the majority leader, in consultation 
with the Republican leader; further, 
that following the cloture vote on the 
Sullivan nomination, the Senate then 
resume legislative session and resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
to Calendar No. 400, S. 4381, and that 
the cloture vote with respect to the 
motion to proceed occur at 3:45 p.m.; fi-
nally, that if any of the nominations 
are confirmed during Wednesday’s ses-
sion, the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table, 
and the President be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s actions. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection? 
Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The senior Senator from Massachu-

setts. 
RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I rise 
today because reproductive freedom is 
under attack. 

In 2022, Donald Trump’s far-right Su-
preme Court took away the constitu-
tional right to an abortion, completing 
the Republican Party’s decades-long 
plan to overturn Roe. 

In some States, the Court’s decision 
revived abortion bans that had lain 
dormant since the 1800s. In other 
States, the decision triggered new 
abortion restrictions prewritten to go 
into effect the very day that Roe v. 
Wade was overturned. The results have 
been horrific. 

But here is the thing the Republican 
Party missed: From Kansas to Ohio, to 
California, reproductive rights are pop-
ular. Americans overwhelmingly sup-
port the right to an abortion, the right 
to IVF, and the right to contraception. 
In fact, these rights are so popular that 
Republicans want you to believe they 
support them, but their actions speak 
for themselves. 

First, Republicans said they wouldn’t 
overturn Roe v. Wade. Donald Trump 
and his extremist Supreme Court did, 
and Trump is still bragging about it. 
Now, over 20 States have banned or se-
verely restricted abortion access, 
passed laws criminalizing doctors who 
perform abortions, or threatened ac-
cess to pregnancy care, miscarriage 
care, fertility assistance, and more. 

Then Republicans claimed they 
wouldn’t go after IVF. Just this year, 
Alabama’s Supreme Court virtually 
outlawed IVF in the State, and just a 
few weeks later, my colleagues in the 
Republican Party blocked Federal leg-
islation that would protect access to 
this care. 

Now, the Republican Party is saying 
they won’t go after contraception. 
Well, that makes sense since 92 percent 
of Americans support birth control. 
But, guess what, Republicans now have 
contraception in their sights, and they 
are even trying to redefine what con-
stitutes contraception. Sure, they sup-
port contraception—ah, but not an 
IUD; or they are all for contraception— 
hmm, but not Plan B. 
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Contraception is a must, except Re-

publicans in Congress have a bill, the 
‘‘Life at Conception Act,’’ that would 
give an embryo so-called personhood 
rights, which would outlaw abortion, 
outlaw IVF, and, yes, outlaw some 
forms of contraception. That bill has 
the majority support of the Republican 
caucus, including Speaker of the House 
MIKE JOHNSON. On top of that, Repub-
licans blocked Democrats from passing 
this very same bill to protect the right 
to contraception last year. But tomor-
row, every Senator will have to say 
where they stand, proving that no mat-
ter what Republicans say about want-
ing to support contraception, when it 
comes down to it, they won’t. 

Tomorrow’s vote should be a turning 
point. It is time we take these Repub-
lican lawmakers at their word. 

Millions of people across this country 
are already experiencing a new form of 
hell thanks to Donald Trump and the 
extremist Supreme Court that over-
turned Roe, and Black, Brown, and 
low-income communities are feeling a 
disproportionate impact. 

So, now, as Donald Trump continues 
to push for a nationwide abortion ban 
and says he is ‘‘looking at’’ contracep-
tion, Democrats are standing up and 
fighting back. Already, President 
Biden and Vice President HARRIS have 
taken a series of steps to strengthen 
access to affordable, high-quality con-
traception and adequate access to re-
productive healthcare more generally. 

Tomorrow, I will be joining my 
Democratic colleagues, led by my part-
ner Senator MARKEY and by Senator 
HIRONO and Senator DUCKWORTH, in 
voting for the Right to Contraception 
Act. Birth control is safe, effective, and 
an important part of reproductive 
healthcare. 

It is time that we fight back against 
the Republican war against reproduc-
tive freedom. It is time we codify the 
right to contraception into law. 

I am furious that millions of women 
have lost fundamental rights. I am fu-
rious that their freedom to make their 
own decisions has been taken away by 
a small number of extremists. I am 
alarmed by what the extremist Su-
preme Court and congressional Repub-
licans are prepared to do to unravel a 
future of protection for women under a 
Republican Presidency. 

This is about the right to make deci-
sions about our own bodies and our own 
futures. It is all on the line, and we 
need these protections written into 
law. That is what tomorrow’s vote is 
about. 

I don’t want to hear from Repub-
licans who say they support contracep-
tion but can’t make it the law of the 
land. If they really support contracep-
tion, then they will vote yes on the bill 
that comes up tomorrow. If not, ac-
tions speak louder than words. They 
will demonstrate that it is not only 
going after abortion, it is not only 
going after IVF, it is also all about 
going after contraception. 

These are the decisions women 
should make for themselves. They 

should have the freedom to do that. 
These are not the decisions that should 
be made by extremist Republican law-
makers. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
19TH AMENDMENT 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 105 
years ago today, this Chamber did 
something truly historic: It passed the 
19th Amendment to secure the right to 
vote for American women. 

The amendment’s ratification by the 
States 1 year later marked the largest 
enfranchisement in U.S. history, ex-
tending the vote to 26 million Ameri-
cans. 

This incredible achievement fulfilled 
more than 70 years of tireless efforts by 
brave suffragists to make our country 
a more perfect Union, including many 
Tennessee women: Abbey Crawford Mil-
ton from Chattanooga, Ida B. Wells 
from Memphis, and Anne Dallas Dudley 
from Nashville. 

On this anniversary, I am especially 
reminded of Febb Burn of Niota, TN. In 
the summer of 1920, the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly was in a heated debate 
about whether Tennessee would ratify 
the 19th Amendment. At the time, 35 
States had already voted to ratify the 
amendment, so only 1 more was needed 
to make the 19th Amendment the law 
of the land. 

On the day of the vote in Nashville, 
Febb Burn wrote a letter to her son, 
Harry Burn, the youngest member of 
the Tennessee State Legislature. She 
urged her son to support the amend-
ment. She wrote: 

Hurrah and vote for suffrage and don’t 
keep them in doubt. 

At first, Harry pinned a red rose—the 
symbol of the anti-suffragist move-
ment—to his shirt and voted to table 
the amendment in back-to-back dead-
locked votes, but with his mother’s let-
ter in his coat pocket, Harry ulti-
mately listened to her advice, switched 
his vote, and switched to a yellow rose 
on that lapel, making Tennessee the 
36th and final State to ratify the 19th 
Amendment. 

As the first woman to represent Ten-
nessee in the U.S. Senate, I have a spe-
cial appreciation for the women who 
fought this fight, and I have worked to 
honor their legacy and advance their 
cause. But as we remember the suffra-
gists on this anniversary, it is impor-
tant to recognize that women are still 
fighting for a seat at the table and rec-
ognition for their achievements. 

Look no further than the National 
Mall right here in our Nation’s Capital. 
This 2-mile stretch of land—America’s 
front yard, as it is known—honors our 
Nation’s history and ideals with monu-
ments, memorials, and statues of in-
credible Americans who have made tre-
mendous sacrifices to make our coun-
try a more perfect Union. Yet, among 
the 40 monuments, not 1 is dedicated to 
American women. 

That is why, alongside Senator BALD-
WIN, I introduced the bipartisan Wom-

en’s Suffrage National Monument Lo-
cation Act, which would finally secure 
a monument honoring women’s history 
on the National Mall. This monument 
will commemorate the women’s suffra-
gist movement, the passage of the 19th 
Amendment, and the incredible women 
who fought to secure the vote for mil-
lions of Americans. 

The House unanimously passed this 
legislation in November. Now the Sen-
ate should vote to make this memorial 
a reality and honor the giants who 
paved the way for generations of Amer-
ican women. 

I urge every Member of this Chamber 
to join Senator BALDWIN and me in sup-
porting the Women’s Suffrage National 
Monument Location Act. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

am honored to join my colleagues and 
the Presiding Officer, whom I thank for 
his leadership, in voicing my support 
for the Right to Contraception Act. 

Truth be told, we shouldn’t be here 
debating this issue. We shouldn’t have 
to vote for legislation on it. Just 2 
years ago, it would have been unimagi-
nable that we would be turning the 
clock back not to the early 1970s, when 
Roe was decided, but to the 1960s, when 
the U.S. Supreme Court decided a case 
called Griswold v. Connecticut—yes, 
Griswold v. Connecticut—striking 
down the criminal prohibition against 
the use of contraception. 

That decision had a profound impact 
on women and American families, and 
it was all to the good. It, in effect, 
struck down a prohibition that was dis-
regarded widely but still followed, with 
consequences that were both tragic and 
detrimental to women’s health. 

Now we are in an era that regards the 
unthinkable as perfectly realistic, 
when my Republican colleagues here 
and across the country are working to 
ban or restrict access to abortion care 
and attempting to limit the ability of 
families to have children through IVF. 
No one could have thought that was 
possible just a couple of years ago. 

But in the post-Dobbs era, it is not 
only possible, it is common. Griswold 
v. Connecticut is still the law of the 
land, but it has been undercut deeply 
by Dobbs, and it has undermined the 
ability of families to decide when and 
whether to have children. We are talk-
ing here, not about abortion but about 
contraceptive care which gives women 
a chance to choose their own path in 
life and select their own timeline to 
pursue or continue an education or 
trade or advance further in the work-
force. It gives them the freedom they 
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deserve as to when to have children as 
well as whether. 

This decision is deeply personal. I 
shouldn’t have to say it. It should be a 
matter of assumption, but politicians 
in this building and in State capitols 
around the country take on the right 
to make that decision for everyone 
else, not just themselves. 

If my Republican colleagues really 
care about families and children, I 
would suggest they turn their atten-
tion to improving their lives in this 
world and support families rather than 
forcing people to have children that 
maybe they are not prepared to care 
for. And if they really care about 
women, how about maternal 
healthcare? I am struck by the fact—in 
fact, I am haunted by it—that mater-
nal mortality rates in this country 
have actually been rising. Maternal 
mortality rates in the United States of 
America have been rising over recent 
years. It seems incomprehensible. Yes, 
we have cut infant mortality rates, but 
women still face heart disease, hemor-
rhage, infection, other kinds of com-
plications, either before they give birth 
or within the year afterward and, of 
course, the mental health issues that 
can arise. 

To my Republican colleagues, if you 
care about women, let’s support the 
moms who decide to have children but 
leave to them the decision about 
whether and when. 

In addition to determining their own 
futures, access to contraception is also 
access to critical healthcare. Since the 
landmark decision in Griswold, mil-
lions of women have safely used con-
traception to improve health outcomes 
for themselves, and birth control is 
revolutionary to anyone who has a life- 
threatening condition that prevents 
them from having a healthy pregnancy. 
Restricting access to birth control puts 
people in danger, preventable danger. 
Nearly 90 percent of women of repro-
ductive age have used some form of 
birth control, and an overwhelming 
percentage of voters believe access to 
contraception is a basic right. It is a 
basic right. 

Overturning Roe represented a sig-
nificant regression in our law, in mo-
rality, in practical health outcome. In 
the blink of an eye, younger genera-
tions were set back before their moms 
in their basic rights and protection, 
their access to healthcare. 

We have a responsibility in this body, 
at the pinnacle of our Federal system, 
to make sure that there is Federal pro-
tection against the attacks on repro-
ductive care and ensure that genera-
tions of Americans don’t have fewer 
rights than their parents. This bill is 
urgent in light of the continuing at-
tack in State legislatures on women’s 
access to healthcare and reproductive 
rights. 

I wish we weren’t here, but we are, 
and we need to do the right thing. My 
colleagues have a choice. They can ei-
ther support a woman’s right to access 
contraception or they can oppose this 

bill and oppose that right. I think 
there really is no question about how 
that choice should be made, and I hope 
they will make it tomorrow when we 
vote on this measure. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEFF ANDRIEU 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to offer my sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to Jeff Andrieu, a lieuten-
ant colonel in the Air National Guard 
for his exemplary service and unwaver-
ing commitment. From his beginning 
as a civil engineer in the Louisiana Air 
Guard, to his current role as an Air Na-
tional Guard military construction li-
aison, he has attained a mastery of the 
military construction process benefit-
ting Congress, the Department of De-
fense, and the National Guard. 

Lieutenant Colonel Andrieu has been 
a trusted adviser and source of knowl-
edge bridging the conversation between 
the National Guard and Congress. Dur-
ing his time as a congressional liaison, 
he consistently demonstrated unparal-
leled commitment and his expert level 
knowledge was instrumental in advanc-
ing congressional objectives and intent 
regarding our military facilities. His 
commitment to excellence and his sup-
port of staff and the mission should be 
a model for all. 

As Jeff transitions from the National 
Guard Bureau legislative liaison to his 
next assignment, I want to recognize 
him for over 26 years of distinguished 
service and wish him the best in his 
next chapter of service to our Nation. 
His presence here will be missed. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING FARMERS HEN 
HOUSE 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to 
recognize Farmers Hen House of 
Kalona, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

In 1997, Eldon T. Miller started Farm-
ers Hen House in Kalona. The business 
produced and distributed organically 

grown eggs and partnered with three 
local Amish and Mennonite farms to 
create a pathway for farmers across 
Iowa to sell their eggs. Eldon is well 
known in the organic farming commu-
nity and founded Organic Growers 
Group in 1995 to help farmers learn 
about organic farming and obtain or-
ganic grower certifications. In 2000, 
Eldon’s neighbor Mark Miller acquired 
Farmers Hen House, and in 2004, Mark’s 
son Ryan joined the company. Under 
Mark and Ryan Miller’s leadership, the 
business has grown into a full-service 
producer, processor, and distributor of 
Iowa-grown eggs. 

Today, Farmers Hen House works 
with over 90 farms to sell certified hu-
mane, organic, and free-range eggs. 
The business is dedicated to maintain-
ing quality standards in their eggs and 
has a rigorous egg grading facility. In 
2014, Farmers Hen House partnered 
with the Farmers Electric Cooperative 
to install solar panels at their proc-
essing facility, and it has been running 
entirely on solar power since 2016. Fol-
lowing Mark Miller’s retirement in 
2021, Ryan Miller became president of 
the business. 

Ryan has led the way in imple-
menting outreach for Farmers Hen 
House, collaborating with culinary ex-
perts to develop a variety of healthy 
egg recipes, creating a podcast called 
‘‘The Scramble,’’ and writing a commu-
nity blog to inform farmers about sus-
tainable farming techniques and other 
tips and tricks. 

Farmers Hen House is an integral 
part of the community in Washington 
County. Along with educating and as-
sisting local farmers, the business do-
nates over 12,000 eggs a week to local 
food banks around the State. In 2023, 
the Federation Bank of Iowa 
spotlighted Farmers Hen House for 
their significant investment in Iowa 
and small local farms. The small busi-
ness continues to modernize and em-
phasize the quality and sustainability 
of their eggs. Due to their hard work, 
Farmers Hen House will celebrate its 
27th business anniversary this year. 

Farmers Hen House’s commitment to 
providing high-quality eggs in Kalona, 
IA, is clear. I want to congratulate 
Mark and Ryan Miller, Eldon T. Miller, 
and the entire team at Farmers Hen 
House for their continued dedication to 
Iowans. I look forward to seeing your 
continued growth and success.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING COLONEL WILEY 
M. POPE 

∑ Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor the legacy of Colo-
nel Wiley M. Pope, who fought to free 
his family from slavery and secured the 
first emancipation in the history of 
Kansas. 

In 1860, Colonel Pope fled from Mis-
sissippi to Kansas with his wife and 13 
children. Because his wife was Black 
and his children were biracial, Mis-
sissippi law dictated that they could be 
seized from him and sold as slaves to 
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recover debts he owed. He approached 
Judge Chadwick of Lawrence, KS, to 
plead for protection from any law en-
forcement or bounty hunters that 
might have tried to capture his wife 
and children. Moved by Colonel Pope’s 
struggle, Judge Chadwick granted the 
very first emancipation in Kansas 3 
years before President Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation, end-
ing slavery nationwide. 

As free citizens, the Pope family be-
came one of the five original families 
to settle in the town of Quindaro, KS. 
Before the Emancipation Proclamation 
was signed, the entire community 
banded together to ensure the Pope 
family was safe from harm and to help 
other escaped slaves who entered Kan-
sas through an Underground Railroad 
route from Missouri. Although the 
town is no longer inhabited, the ruins 
of Quindaro still stand today as a 
monument to the abolition of slavery. 

Though he died well over 100 years 
ago, Colonel Pope’s descendants con-
tinue to carry on his legacy. His fifth 
granddaughter Lisa King serves as 
president of the Charles E. Pope Foun-
dation, a nonprofit that seeks to em-
power people and businesses to thrive 
by rediscovering the love and bonds 
that encouraged their ancestors to 
seek freedom and build their commu-
nity. 

I now ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Colonel Wiley M. Pope, a 
man who overcame countless obstacles 
in search of freedom for his family.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT ALVIN 
LYNCH 

∑ Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, 
this month, I am proud to recognize 
U.S. Army Sergeant Alvin Lynch of 
Muscle Shoals. Born in Hamilton, AL, 
Alvin was drafted for the Vietnam War 
at age 21. He was deployed as part of 
the 82nd Airborne Division, partici-
pating in some of the most intense 
combat operations in Vietnam. Alvin 
was wounded in action, and had mul-
tiple brushes with death. 

On one particular night, he decided 
to sleep on the small air mattress pro-
vided to him, instead of sleeping on the 
ground as he normally did. This deci-
sion to sleep on an air mattress would 
save his life. The mattress absorbed the 
blow of a piece of shrapnel from a near-
by explosion, keeping it from hitting 
him instead. Another time, he escaped 
a battle in the jungle with a shoulder 
wound that left him in the hospital for 
3 weeks. He was one of the few men in 
his platoon to survive the encounter. 

Alvin credits the prayers of his wife 
and local church members for bringing 
him home safely. He received several 
awards for his heroism, including a 
Purple Heart and Bronze Star. For 
more than 40 years, he has been pro-
viding heating and cooling services to 
The Shoals region. 

In 1981, he began working at C & H 
Cooling and Heating. He bought the 
business in 2006 with a friend and still 

runs it today. Alvin credits the mili-
tary for teaching him discipline and 
how to deal with stressful situations 
that businessowners often experience. 
But the most important thing Alvin 
took away from his time in the mili-
tary is his faith, and he does not shy 
away from sharing his testimony with 
others. 

Alvin is now actively involved in 
Grace Life Church in Muscle Shoals, 
where he serves as an elder. Alabama is 
thankful for Alvin, and it is my honor 
to recognize him as the June Veteran 
of the Month.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:19 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1098. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 50 East Derry Road in East Derry, New 
Hampshire, as the ‘‘Chief Edward B. Garone 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1555. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2300 Sylvan Avenue in Modesto, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Corporal Michael D. Anderson 
Jr. Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 1687. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 6444 San Fernando Road in Glendale, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Paul Ignatius Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1823. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 207 East Fort Dade Avenue in Brooksville, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Specialist Justin Dean Cole-
man Memorial Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3608. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 28081 Marguerite Parkway in Mission 
Viejo, California, as the ‘‘Major Megan 
McClung Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5034. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2119 Market Square in Christiansted, St. 
Croix, United States Virgin Islands, as the 
‘‘Lieutenant General Samuel E. Ebbesen 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5476. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1077 River Road, Suite 1, in Washington 
Crossing, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Susan C. 
Barnhart Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5640. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 12804 Chillicothe Road in Chesterland, 

Ohio, as the ‘‘Sgt. Wolfgang Kyle Weninger 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5712. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 220 Fremont Street in Kiel, Wisconsin, as 
the ‘‘Trooper Trevor J. Casper Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 5985. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 517 Seagaze Drive in Oceanside, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Charlesetta Reece Allen Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6073. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 9925 Bustleton Avenue in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Sergeant Christopher 
David Fitzgerald Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6188. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 420 Highway 17 North in Surfside Beach, 
South Carolina, as the ‘‘Nancy Yount Childs 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6651. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 603 West 3rd Street in Necedah, Wisconsin, 
as the ‘‘Sergeant Kenneth E. Murphy Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6750. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 501 Mercer Street Southwest in Wilson, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Milton F. Fitch, Sr. 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6810. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 518 North Ridgewood Drive in Sebring, 
Florida, as the ‘‘U.S. Army Air Corps Major 
Thomas B. McGuire Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6983. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 15 South Valdosta Road in Lakeland, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Nell Patten Roquemore 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 7180. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 80 lst Street in Kingsland, Arkansas, as 
the ‘‘Kingsland ‘Johnny Cash’ Post Office’’. 

H.R. 7192. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 333 West Broadway in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Dr. William I. ‘Bill’ Kott Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 7199. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at S74w16860 Janesville Road, in Muskego, 
Wisconsin, as the ‘‘Colonel Hans Christian 
Heg Post Office’’. 

H.R. 7417. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 135 West Spring Street in Titusville, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Edwin L. Drake Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 7606. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1087 Route 47 South in Rio Grande, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘Carlton H. Hand Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 7607. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at Block 1025, Lots 18 & 19, Northeast Corner 
of US Route 9 South and Main Street in the 
Township of Middle, County of Cape May, 
New Jersey, as the ‘‘George Henry White 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 7893. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 306 Pickens Street in Marion, Alabama, as 
the ‘‘Albert Turner, Sr. Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1098. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
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at 50 East Derry Road in East Derry, New 
Hampshire, as the ‘‘Chief Edward B. Garone 
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1555. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2300 Sylvan Avenue in Modesto, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Corporal Michael D. Anderson 
Jr. Post Office Building’’; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1687. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 6444 San Fernando Road in Glendale, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Paul Ignatius Post Office’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1823. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 207 East Fort Dade Avenue in Brooksville, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Specialist Justin Dean Cole-
man Memorial Post Office Building’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3608. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 28081 Marguerite Parkway in Mission 
Viejo, California, as the ‘‘Major Megan 
McClung Post Office Building’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 5034. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2119 Market Square in Christiansted, St. 
Croix, United States Virgin Islands, as the 
‘‘Lieutenant General Samuel E. Ebbesen 
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 5476. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1077 River Road, Suite 1, in Washington 
Crossing, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Susan C. 
Barnhart Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 5640. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 12804 Chillicothe Road in Chesterland, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Sgt. Wolfgang Kyle Weninger 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 5712. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 220 Fremont Street in Kiel, Wisconsin, as 
the ‘‘Trooper Trevor J. Casper Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 5985. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 517 Seagaze Drive in Oceanside, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Charlesetta Reece Allen Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 6073. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 9925 Bustleton Avenue in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Sergeant Christopher 
David Fitzgerald Post Office Building’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 6188. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 420 Highway 17 North in Surfside Beach, 
South Carolina, as the ‘‘Nancy Yount Childs 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 6651. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 603 West 3rd Street in Necedah, Wisconsin, 
as the ‘‘Sergeant Kenneth E. Murphy Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 6750. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 

at 501 Mercer Street Southwest in Wilson, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Milton F. Fitch, Sr. 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 6810. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 518 North Ridgewood Drive in Sebring, 
Florida, as the ‘‘U.S. Army Air Corps Major 
Thomas B. McGuire Post Office Building’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 6983. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 15 South Valdosta Road in Lakeland, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Nell Patten Roquemore 
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 7180. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 80 1st Street in Kingsland, Arkansas, as 
the ‘‘Kingsland ‘Johnny Cash’ Post Office’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 7192. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 333 West Broadway in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Dr. William I. ‘Bill’ Kott Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 7199. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at S74w16860 Janesville Road, in Muskego, 
Wisconsin, as the ‘‘Colonel Hans Christian 
Heg Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 7417. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 135 West Spring Street in Titusville, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Edwin L. Drake Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 7606. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1087 Route 47 South in Rio Grande, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘Carlton H. Hand Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 7607. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at Block 1025, Lots 18 & 19, Northeast Corner 
of US Route 9 South and Main Street in the 
Township of Middle, County of Cape May, 
New Jersey, as the ‘‘George Henry White 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 7893. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 306 Pickens Street in Marion, Alabama, as 
the ‘‘Albert Turner, Sr. Post Office Build-
ing’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 4445. A bill to protect and expand na-
tionwide access to fertility treatment, in-
cluding in vitro fertilization. 

H.R. 192. An act to prohibit individuals 
who are not citizens of the United States 
from voting in elections in the District of 
Columbia. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 4447. A bill to allow women greater ac-
cess to safe and effective oral contraceptive 

drugs intended for routine use, and to direct 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
to conduct a study on Federal funding of 
contraceptive methods. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4840. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Office 
of Manufacturing and Energy Supply Chains, 
Department of Energy, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Loan Guarantees for Clean Energy 
Projects’’ (RIN1901–AB59) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 16, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4841. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ten- 
Day Notices and Corrective Action for State 
Regulatory Program Issues’’ ((RIN1029–AC81) 
(Docket ID OSM–2022–0009)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on May 
14, 2024; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–4842. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Legislative Affairs), transmitting legisla-
tive proposals that the Department of De-
fense requests be enacted during the second 
session of the 118th Congress; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4843. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Test Procedure for Air-Cooled, 
Evaporatively-Cooled, and Water-Cooled 
Commercial Package Air Conditioners and 
Heat Pumps’’ (RIN1904–AD93) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on May 
23, 2024; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–4844. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applications 
for Permits to Site Interstate Electric 
Transmission Facilities’’ ((RIN1902–AG08) 
(Docket No. RM22–7–000)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 23, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4845. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Energy Conservation Stand-
ards for Air-Cooled Commercial Package Air 
Conditioners and Heat Pumps’’ (RIN1904– 
AF34) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 23, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4846. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Energy Conservation Stand-
ards for General Service Lamps *Note: DOE 
submitted this rule to the President of the 
Senate on April 23, 2024, consistent with 5 
U.S.C. 801(a), but receipt was not recorded in 
the Congressional Record. DOE is resubmit-
ting this rule out of an abundance of caution 
to facilitate its proper recording in the Con-
gressional Record.’’ (RIN1904–AF43) received 
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in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 23, 2024; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC–4847. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘The Attorney General’s Second Quar-
terly Report of Fiscal Year 2024 on the Uni-
formed Services Employment and Reemploy-
ment Rights Act of 1994’’; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4848. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final 
Safety Evaluation for the Nuclear Energy In-
stitute Topical Report, NEI 16–03-A Rev. 1, 
‘Guidance for Monitoring of Fixed Neutron 
Absorbers in Spent Fuel Pools’ received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 23, 2024; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–4849. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Report to Congress: Training 
and Technical Assistance for Rural Small 
and Tribal Municipalities and Wastewater 
Treatment Systems for Clean Water Act Pre-
vention, Reduction and Elimination of Pol-
lution’’; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–4850. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst of the Policy and Regula-
tions Branch, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Regulations Governing Take of Migratory 
Birds; Revocation of Provisions’’ (RIN1018– 
BD76) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 29, 2024; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4851. A communication from the Policy 
Advisor, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Drain 
Tile Setbacks’’ (RIN1018–BG80) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 21, 2024; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–4852. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval of the 
Clean Air Act, Section 112(I), Authority for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants: Asbestos Manage-
ment and Control; State of New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services’’ 
(FRL No. 10522–02–R1) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on May 23, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–4853. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘National Primary 
Drinking Water Regulations: Consumer Con-
fidence Report Rule Revisions’’ ((RIN2040– 
AG14) (FRL No. 8464–01–OW)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on May 
23, 2024; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–4854. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Protection of 
Stratospheric Ozone: Listing of Substitutes 
under the Significant New Alternatives Pol-
icy Program in Commercial and Industrial 
Refrigeration’’ ((RIN2060–AV77) (FRL No. 
10125–02–OAR)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 23, 2024; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4855. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Air Quality Implementation 
Plans; New Jersey; Regional Haze State Im-
plementation Plan for the Second Implemen-
tation Period’’ (FRL No. 10121–02–R2) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 30, 2024; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–4856. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revised Cross- 
State Air Pollution Rule Update for the 2008 
Ozone NAAQS’’ ((RIN2060–AU84) (FRL No. 
10021–34–OAR)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 30, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4857. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Adoption and Sub-
mittal of State Plans for Designated Facili-
ties: Implementing Regulations Under Clean 
Air Act Section 111(d)’’ ((RIN2060–AV48) 
(FRL No. 8606–01–OAR)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 30, 2024; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4858. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: 
Ethylene Oxide Emissions Standards for 
Sterilization Facilities Residual Risk and 
Technology Review’’ ((RIN2060–AU37) (FRL 
No. 7055–02–OAR)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 30, 2024; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4859. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
KY; Updates to Attainment Status Designa-
tions’’ (FRL No. 11850–02–R4) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on June 
3, 2024; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–4860. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for 
Coke Ovens: Pushing, Quenching, and Bat-
tery Stacks, and Coke Oven Batteries; Resid-
ual Risk and Technology Review, and Peri-
odic Technology Review’’ ((RIN2060–AV19) 
(FRL No. 8471–02–OAR)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June 3, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–4861. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Preparer Tax Iden-
tification Number User Fee Update’’ 
((RIN1545–BQ77) (RIN1545–BQ78)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 17, 
2024; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4862. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-

ting legislative proposals that support the 
President’s fiscal year 2025 budget request 
for the Department of Homeland Security; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4863. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting legislative proposals that support the 
President’s fiscal year 2025 budget request 
for the Department of Homeland Security; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4864. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Extension of the 
Phase-in Period for the Enforcement and Ad-
ministration of Section 871(m)’’ (Notice 2024– 
44) received during adjournment of the Sen-
ate in the Office of the President of the Sen-
ate on May 30, 2024; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–4865. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Domestic Content 
Bonus Credit Amounts under the Inflation 
Reduction Act of 2022: Expansion of Applica-
ble Projects for Safe Harbor in Notice 2023–38 
and New Elective Safe Harbor to Determine 
Cost Percentages for Adjusted Percentage 
Rule’’ (Notice 2024–41) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 30, 2024; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4866. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘2023 Re-
port to Congress-Annual Update: Identifica-
tion of Quality Measurement Priorities and 
Associated Funding for the Consensus-Based 
Entity and Other Entities’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–4867. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘FY 2021 
Annual Report to Congress on the Child Sup-
port Program’’; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–4868. A communication from the Com-
missioner, Social Security Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Adminis-
tration’s 2024 Annual Report of the Supple-
mental Security Income Program; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–4869. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Section 45Y Clean 
Electricity Production Credit and Section 
48E Clean Electricity Investment Credit’’ 
(RIN1545–BR17) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on June 3, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–4870. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Exchange 
Visitor Program-General Provisions’’ 
(RIN1400–AC36) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4871. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting legislative proposals 
that the Department of Defense requests be 
enacted during the second session of the 
118th Congress; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–4872. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Legislative Affairs), transmitting legisla-
tive proposals that the Department of De-
fense requests be enacted during the second 
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session of the 118th Congress; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4873. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legis-
lative Affairs), transmitting additional legis-
lative proposals that the Department of De-
fense requests be enacted during the second 
session of the 118th Congress; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4874. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of firearms, parts, 
and components controlled under Category I 
of the U.S. Munitions List to Ecuador in the 
amount of $1,000,000 or more (Transmittal 
No. DDTC 23–071); to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–4875. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of firearms, parts, 
and components controlled under Category I 
of the U.S. Munitions List to Ukraine in the 
amount of $1,000,000 or more (Transmittal 
No. DDTC 24–026); to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–4876. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Determination Under 
Section 506(a) (1) and Section 614(a) (1) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (FAA) to Pro-
vide Military Assistance to Ukraine’’; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4877. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Determination and 
Certification of Countries That Are Not 
Fully Cooperating with U.S. Anti-Terrorism 
Efforts’’; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–4878. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Prohibited Transaction Exemption 
2006–06 for Services Provided in Connection 
With the Termination of Abandoned Indi-
vidual Account Plans’’ (RIN1210–ZA20) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 17, 2024; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4879. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘FY 2025 Report Providing Estimate for 
Claims Arising out of Volunteer Services 
Provided by Health Professionals at Free 
Clinics’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4880. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Assets for 
Independence Program Report to Congress: 
Status at the Conclusion of the Twentieth 
Year, Fiscal Year 2019’’; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4881. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Abandoned Plan Regulations’’ 
(RIN1210–AC04) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–4882. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 

Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Short-Term, Lim-
ited-Duration Insurance and Independent, 
Noncoordinated Excepted Benefits Cov-
erage’’ (RIN1545–BQ28) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 30, 2024; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–4883. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration, Department 
of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Hazard Commu-
nication Standard’’ (RIN1218–AD93) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 21, 2024; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4884. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Changes to the Provision of Health Care for 
World War II Veterans’’ (RIN2900–AS01) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 20, 2024; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4885. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Semiannual Report of the In-
spector General for the period from October 
1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4886. A communication from the In-
spector General of the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Inspector General’s Semiannual Re-
port to Congress for the period from October 
1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4887. A communication from the Chief 
of Congressional and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs, Census Bureau, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Population Esti-
mates Challenge Program’’ (RIN0607–AA60) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 31, 2024; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4888. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors, Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Inspector General’s Semiannual Report 
for the six-month period from October 1, 2023 
through March 31, 2024; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–4889. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Railroad Retirement Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
for the period from October 1, 2023 through 
March 31, 2024; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4890. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Healthcare and Insurance, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Postal Service Reform Act; Establishment 
of the Postal Service Health Benefits Pro-
gram’’ (RIN3206–AO43) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 30, 2024; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4891. A communication from the Acting 
Director, General Counsel and Legal Policy 
Division, Office of Government Ethics, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modernization Updates to Stand-
ards of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the 
Executive Branch’’ (RIN3209–AA43) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-

fice of the President of the Senate on May 30, 
2024; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4892. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the General Services Adminis-
tration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Administrator’s Semiannual Management 
Report to Congress for the period from Octo-
ber 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4893. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the General Services Adminis-
tration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Administration’s Semiannual Report of the 
Inspector General for the period from April 
1, 2023 through September 30, 2023; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4894. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting legislative proposals that support the 
President’s fiscal year 2025 budget request 
for the Department of Homeland Security; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4895. A communication from the Chair-
man, Merit Systems Protection Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s 
fiscal year 2023 annual report relative to the 
Notification and Federal Employee Anti-
discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002 
(No FEAR Act) received in the Office of the 
President pro tempore; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–4896. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Department’s Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from October 1, 2023 through 
March 31, 2024; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4897. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Legislative Affairs), transmitting legisla-
tive proposals that the Department of De-
fense requests be enacted during the second 
session of the 118th Congress; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4898. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legis-
lative Affairs), transmitting additional legis-
lative proposals that the Department of De-
fense requests be enacted during the second 
session of the 118th Congress; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4899. A communication from the Chair-
man, Board of Governors, United States 
Postal Service, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Postal Services’ Semiannual Report 
of the Inspector General for the period from 
October 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4900. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, a legislative proposal intended to 
enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of 
program operations by providing OPM with 
the necessary resources to develop and main-
tain centralized health insurance eligibility 
and enrollment systems; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–4901. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Federal Elec-
tion Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Commission’s Semiannual Report of 
the Inspector General for the period from Oc-
tober 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4902. A joint communication from the 
Chairman and the General Counsel, National 
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Labor Relations Board, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Office of Inspector General 
Semiannual Report for the period of October 
1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. MANCHIN for the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

*Judy W. Chang, of Massachusetts, to be a 
Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for a term expiring June 30, 
2029. 

*David Rosner, of Massachusetts, to be a 
Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for a term expiring June 30, 
2027. 

*Lindsay S. See, of West Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for a term expiring June 30, 
2028. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 4446. A bill to amend the National Con-
struction Safety Team Act to enable the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
to investigate structures other than build-
ings to inform the development of engineer-
ing standards, best practices, and building 
codes related to such structures, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
MCCONNELL, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. COR-
NYN): 

S. 4447. A bill to allow women greater ac-
cess to safe and effective oral contraceptive 
drugs intended for routine use, and to direct 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
to conduct a study on Federal funding of 
contraceptive methods; read the first time. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WICKER, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr. BRAUN): 

S. 4448. A bill to provide for the automatic 
acquisition of United States citizenship for 
certain internationally adopted individuals, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 4449. A bill to amend the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act to designate certain river seg-
ments in the State of Oregon as components 
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr. 
HAWLEY): 

S. 4450. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to pro-
vide education assistance to public safety of-

ficers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PADILLA: 
S. 4451. A bill to require the Secretary of 

the Interior to enter into an agreement with 
the National Academy of Sciences to carry 
out a study on reservation systems for Fed-
eral land; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 4452. A bill to amend title 23, United 

States Code, to improve the safety of chil-
dren purchasing food items from frozen des-
sert trucks; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR: 
S. 4453. A bill to require the United States 

Postal Service to implement recommenda-
tions from the Inspector General of the 
United States Postal Service for decreasing 
instances of delayed mail and improving 
staffing and training, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and 
Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 4454. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of an Operational Flexibility Grazing 
Management Program on land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 4455. A bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act to prohibit consumer reporting 
agencies from furnishing consumer reports 
containing adverse items of information 
about a consumer that resulted from that 
consumer being unlawfully or wrongfully de-
tained abroad or held hostage abroad; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRASSO: 
S. 4456. A bill to amend the Granger-Thye 

Act to modify the maximum term for certain 
special use permits for housing; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO: 
S. 4457. A bill to provide for conservation 

and economic development in the State of 
Nevada, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 4458. A bill to reauthorize the Reclama-
tion Rural Water Supply Act of 2006, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. MARSHALL, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. MORAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Ms. 
ERNST, Mrs. BRITT, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mr. MULLIN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. TILLIS, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. DAINES, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. THUNE, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. LEE, Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr. SUL-
LIVAN): 

S.J. Res. 91. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services relating to ‘‘Medicare and 
Medicaid Programs; Minimum Staffing 
Standards for Long-Term Care Facilities and 
Medicaid Institutional Payment Trans-
parency Reporting’’; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mr. 
BRAUN, and Mr. LEE): 

S. Res. 718. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the United States 
Government should immediately place a 
moratorium on all federally funded gain-of- 
function research given the increased safety 
concerns; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. Res. 719. A resolution designating June 
13, 2024, as ‘‘National Seersucker Day’’, des-
ignating every Thursday after National Seer-
sucker Day through the last Thursday in Au-
gust 2024 as ‘‘Seersucker Thursday’’, and des-
ignating June 2024 as ‘‘Seersucker Apprecia-
tion Month’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for Mr. BRAUN (for 
himself and Mr. YOUNG)): 

S. Res. 720. A resolution congratulating 
Trine University men’s basketball team for 
winning the 2024 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division III Men’s Basket-
ball National Championship; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for Mr. BRAUN (for 
himself and Mr. YOUNG)): 

S. Res. 721. A resolution congratulating the 
Grace College Lancers women’s basketball 
team for winning the 2024 National Christian 
College Athletic Association Division I Na-
tional Championship; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. SCHMITT, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. WICKER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Ms. ERNST, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mrs. BRITT, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. KELLY, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KING, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
TESTER, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Ms. SINEMA, 
Mr. WARNER, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. REED, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. Res. 722. A resolution expressing the 
gratitude and appreciation of the Senate for 
the acts of heroism and valor by the mem-
bers of the United States Armed Forces who 
participated in the June 6, 1944, amphibious 
landing at Normandy, France, and com-
mending those individuals for leadership and 
bravery in an operation that helped bring an 
end to World War II; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. Res. 723. A resolution celebrating 40 
years of Universal Design for Learning; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Ms. SINEMA): 

S. Res. 724. A resolution designating May 
2024 as ‘‘National Brain Tumor Awareness 
Month’’; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 216 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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216, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to modify the family care-
giver program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to include services re-
lated to mental health and neuro-
logical disorders, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 597 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 597, a bill to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act to repeal the Gov-
ernment pension offset and windfall 
elimination provisions. 

S. 711 
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from 
California (Mr. PADILLA) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 711, a bill to require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the invalu-
able service that working dogs provide 
to society. 

S. 722 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 722, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to permit cer-
tain expenses associated with obtain-
ing or maintaining recognized postsec-
ondary credentials to be treated as 
qualified higher education expenses for 
purposes of 529 accounts. 

S. 786 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 786, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to treat cer-
tain amounts paid for physical activ-
ity, fitness, and exercise as amounts 
paid for medical care. 

S. 1024 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the 
Senator from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1024, a 
bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to award 
grants to eligible entities to develop 
and implement a comprehensive pro-
gram to promote student access to 
defibrillation in public elementary 
schools and secondary schools. 

S. 1384 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1384, a bill to promote and protect 
from discrimination living organ do-
nors. 

S. 1514 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1514, a bill to amend the National 
Housing Act to establish a mortgage 
insurance program for first responders, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1527 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 

(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1527, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to ensure that 
members of the Armed Forces and 
their families have access to the con-
traception they need in order to pro-
mote the health and readiness of all 
members of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1792 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1792, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to modify the program of 
comprehensive assistance for family 
caregivers of veterans, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1840 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT), the Senator from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BOOZMAN), and the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1840, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to reau-
thorize and improve the National 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early De-
tection Program for fiscal years 2024 
through 2028, and for other purposes. 

S. 1960 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1960, a bill to impose sanctions 
with respect to foreign persons respon-
sible for violations of the human rights 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
and intersex (LGBTI) individuals, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2477 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2477, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide pharmacy payment 
of certain services. 

S. 2539 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2539, a bill to clarify that, in 
awarding funding under title X of the 
Public Health Service Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
may not discriminate against eligible 
States, individuals, or other entities 
for refusing to counsel or refer for 
abortions. 

S. 2647 

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2647, a bill to im-
prove research and data collection on 
stillbirths, and for other purposes. 

S. 2948 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2948, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Labor to issue guidance and 
regulations regarding opioid overdose 

reversal medication and employee 
training. 

S. 3047 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
names of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3047, a bill to award 
payments to employees of Air America 
who provided support to the United 
States from 1950 to 1976, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3183 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3183, a bill to consider, for purposes 
of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, that officers, officials, representa-
tives, spokespersons, and members of 
Hamas, Palestine Islamic Jihad, 
Hezbollah, Al-Qaeda, and ISIS, and in-
dividuals who endorse or espouse ter-
rorist activities conducted by such or-
ganizations are engaged in terrorist ac-
tivity. 

S. 3528 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3528, a bill to amend the Small 
Business Act to establish the position 
of Coordinator for Disabled Small Busi-
ness Concerns within the Office of Di-
versity, Inclusion and Civil Rights of 
the Small Business Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3530 

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CORNYN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 3530, a bill to retain Federal em-
ployees who are spouses of a member of 
the Armed Forces or the Foreign Serv-
ice when relocating due to an involun-
tary transfer, and for other purposes. 

S. 3604 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3604, a bill to amend title 1, United 
States Code, to clarify that certain tax 
exemptions are not treated as Federal 
financial assistance. 

S. 3770 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3770, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize grants 
to support schools of nursing in in-
creasing the number of nursing stu-
dents and faculty and in program en-
hancement and infrastructure mod-
ernization, and for other purposes. 

S. 3984 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3984, a bill to amend the State 
Justice Institute Act of 1984 to author-
ize the State Justice Institute to pro-
vide awards to certain organizations to 
establish a State judicial threat intel-
ligence and resource center. 
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S. 4075 

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4075, a bill to prohibit 
payment card networks and covered 
entities from requiring the use of or as-
signing merchant category codes that 
distinguish a firearms retailer from a 
general merchandise retailer or sport-
ing goods retailer, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 4252 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4252, a bill to amend the Agricultural 
Act of 2014 to establish additional pay-
ments for unborn livestock under the 
livestock indemnity payment program. 

S. 4255 

At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. MULLIN) and the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 4255, a bill to 
modernize Federal firearms laws to ac-
count for advancements in technology 
and less-than-lethal weapons, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4275 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4275, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the rules 
relating to inverted corporations. 

S. 4322 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4322, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to make im-
provements relating to the designation 
of rural emergency hospitals. 

S. 4374 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4374, a bill to amend the 
Older Americans Act of 1965 to include 
screening for loneliness and coordina-
tion of supportive services and health 
care to address the negative health ef-
fects of loneliness, to require a report 
on loneliness, and for other purposes. 

S. 4425 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4425, a bill to support democracy and 
the rule of law in Georgia, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4445 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the names of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BUTLER), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), 
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 

FETTERMAN), the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the 
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH), the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER), the Senator from Ha-
waii (Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN), the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY), the Senator 
from California (Mr. PADILLA), the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED), the 
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
SMITH), the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH), the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE), the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN), the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4445, a bill to protect and 
expand nationwide access to fertility 
treatment, including in vitro fertiliza-
tion. 

S.J. RES. 79 
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name 

of the Senator from Wyoming (Ms. 
LUMMIS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S.J. Res. 79, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Labor relating to 
‘‘Retirement Security Rule: Definition 
of an Investment Advice Fiduciary’’. 

S. RES. 74 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 74, a resolution con-
demning the Government of Iran’s 
state-sponsored persecution of the 
Baha’i minority and its continued vio-
lation of the International Covenants 
on Human Rights. 

S. RES. 81 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 81, a resolution relating to the es-
tablishment of a means for the Senate 
to provide advice and consent regard-
ing the form of an international agree-
ment relating to pandemic prevention, 
preparedness, and response. 

S. RES. 703 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 703, a resolution des-
ignating a day in May 2024, as ‘‘Dis-
ability Reproductive Equity Day’’. 

S. RES. 712 
At the request of Mr. KELLY, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 712, a resolution des-

ignating May 2024 as ‘‘Older Americans 
Month’’. 

S. RES. 717 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, the names of the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD), the 
Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) and the 
Senator from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 717, 
a resolution calling on the Biden Ad-
ministration to pursue censure of Iran 
at the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), refer the issue to the 
United Nations Security Council, and 
reaffirm that all measures will be 
taken to prevent the regime in Iran 
from acquiring nuclear weapons. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 718—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
IMMEDIATELY PLACE A MORA-
TORIUM ON ALL FEDERALLY 
FUNDED GAIN-OF-FUNCTION RE-
SEARCH GIVEN THE INCREASED 
SAFETY CONCERNS 

Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mr. 
BRAUN, and Mr. LEE) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 718 

Whereas the Obama Administration de-
fined gain-of-function studies as research 
that aims to increase the ability of infec-
tious agents to cause disease by enhancing 
its pathogenicity or by increasing its trans-
missibility; 

Whereas the Obama Administration, on Oc-
tober 17, 2014, mandated a Federal Govern-
ment pause on new gain-of-function re-
search, citing recent concerns regarding bio-
safety and biosecurity; 

Whereas the Obama Administration, on Oc-
tober 17, 2014, stated that new Federal fund-
ing will not be released for gain-of-function 
research projects that may be reasonably an-
ticipated to confer attributes to the influ-
enza, Middle East respiratory syndrome (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘MERS’’), or se-
vere acute respiratory syndrome (referred to 
in this preamble as ‘‘SARS’’) viruses such 
that such a virus would have enhanced path-
ogenicity or transmissibility in mammals 
via the respiratory route; 

Whereas in the lead up to the Obama Ad-
ministration pausing new gain-of-function 
research, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention noted an increase in accidents in-
volving leaks, spills, or other releases of in-
fectious material inside the laboratories re-
ceiving Federal funding; 

Whereas the Cambridge Working Group, a 
consortium of some of the leading inter-
national researchers and scientists, released 
a 2014 open letter stating ‘‘experiments in-
volving the creation of potential pandemic 
pathogens should be curtailed until there has 
been a quantitative, objective and credible 
assessment of the risks, potential benefits, 
and opportunities for risk mitigation, as well 
as comparison against safer experimental ap-
proaches.’’; 

Whereas in 2014, after the Obama Adminis-
tration mandated a pause on gain-of-func-
tion research, the National Institutes of 
Health (referred to in this preamble as 
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‘‘NIH’’), led by Francis Collins, including the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘NIAID’’), led by Anthony Fauci, continued 
to authorize grants and research awards to 
organizations that study the spread of vi-
ruses from animals to humans; 

Whereas some such awards went to 
EcoHealth Alliance and its President, Peter 
Daszak, who then disbursed research money 
to the Wuhan Institute of Virology (referred 
to in this preamble as the ‘‘WIV’’) and East 
China Normal University; 

Whereas experiments advanced by 
EcoHealth Alliance during the pause in-
cluded, among other projects, combining ge-
netic material from a ‘‘parent’’ coronavirus, 
known as WIV1, with other viruses; 

Whereas the results of such experiments 
demonstrated varying pathogenicity of 
SARS–CoV–2 with different spike proteins in 
humanized mice; 

Whereas a majority of scientists and re-
searchers, including Dr. Lawrence Tabak and 
Dr. Ralph Baric, an EcoHealth Alliance col-
laborator and top coronavirus expert, when 
made aware of such experiment, admitted 
that EcoHealth Alliance’s coronavirus re-
search appeared to meet the standard cri-
teria for gain-of-function research; 

Whereas NIH and NIAID continued to sup-
port EcoHealth Alliance and other organiza-
tions conducting gain-of-function research, 
according to the Obama Administration’s 
definition, through 2017, even though the 
pause remained in effect; 

Whereas on July 7, 2016, NIAID identified 
possible gain-of-function research concerns 
in an experiment proposed by EcoHealth and 
conducted by the WIV; 

Whereas in May 2021, Anthony Fauci con-
ceded that during the period between 2014 
and 2017 that ‘‘it is impossible to guarantee 
that researchers at the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology did not use American funds to per-
form gain-of-function research on 
coronaviruses.’’; 

Whereas Anthony Fauci and NIAID did not 
alert senior White House officials before lift-
ing a ban on gain-of-function research in 
2017; 

Whereas in November 2019, 3 researchers 
from the WIV became sick enough to receive 
hospital care, and according to United States 
officials, those sick researchers were in-
volved in coronavirus research; 

Whereas the Chinese government delib-
erately delayed notifying the World Health 
organization that it had detected SARS-like 
infections from an unknown, novel pathogen 
well before it sent official notification in De-
cember 2019; 

Whereas on April 24, 2020, NIH instructed 
EcoHealth to terminate all funding to the 
WIV, and NIH terminated the WIV’s entire 
sub-grant award; 

Whereas in July 2020, NIH, having proce-
durally erred in its April 2020 termination of 
EcoHealth’s grant, reinstated and then im-
mediately suspended EcoHealth’s grant 
while requiring EcoHealth to meet certain 
conditions, such as obtaining a sample of the 
SARS–CoV–2 virus that the Wuhan lab used 
to determine its genetic sequence and ar-
ranging for an independent team to examine 
the Wuhan lab and determine whether it had 
possession of the SARS–CoV–2 virus prior to 
December 2019; 

Whereas Peter Daszak reacted to those 
conditions by calling them ‘‘preposterous’’; 

Whereas based on tips from the scientific 
community that suspected EcoHealth’s 
science research at the WIV may have caused 
the COVID–19 pandemic outbreak, NIH inves-
tigated EcoHealth’s compliance with its 
grant agreement terms, including the gain- 
of-function provisions in June 2016 and again 

from April 2020 to April 2023 and concluded 
that EcoHealth was noncompliant; 

Whereas in October 2021, NIH acknowl-
edged to Congress that EcoHealth Alliance 
did not have access to laboratory notebooks 
or other records supporting its research, 
even though keeping such records was a re-
quirement of the NIH grant; 

Whereas although EcoHealth’s Year 5 Re-
search Performance Progress Report for its 
research activities was due to NIH in Sep-
tember 2019, EcoHealth did not submit the 
report until August 3, 2021; 

Whereas on October 20, 2021, it was re-
vealed than an experiment in EcoHealth’s 
Year 5 Progress Report (for research between 
June 2018 and May 2019) exhibited virus 
growth greater than one log, thus consti-
tuting gain-of-function research, which 
should have triggered immediate suspension 
and reporting to NIAID according to con-
tract agreements; 

Whereas instead of EcoHealth taking ei-
ther action, EcoHealth used language in its 
report that obfuscated the severity and tim-
ing of the gain-of-function experiments, 
which contradicted the Obama-era pause on 
gain-of-function research and the additional 
terms of agreement NIH added to 
EcoHealth’s grant in June 2016; 

Whereas in October 2021, NIH updated the 
definition of gain-of-function research to 
focus more on enhanced pandemic potential 
pathogens (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘ePPP’’), which meant that because the ma-
jority of gain-of-function research does not 
include ePPPs, once considered gain-of-func-
tion research now fell outside the scope of 
the stricter oversight required for ePPP 
studies; 

Whereas NIH determined that no evidence 
existed to support the testimony Peter 
Daszak gave to Congress on November 14, 
2023, that EcoHealth was prevented from sub-
mitting its Year 5 Research Performance 
Progress Report to NIH due to a technical 
problem in NIH’s system; 

Whereas in April 2023, when NIH reinstated 
EcoHealth’s suspended grant and imposed 
new conditions, NIH stated that it was exe-
cuting a corrective action plan to EcoHealth 
that satisfied NIH’s compliance efforts re-
garding gain-of-function research; 

Whereas as part of the April 2023 reinstate-
ment, EcoHealth pledged it would not per-
form work in, or with, Chinese-affiliated in-
stitutions; 

Whereas the prime reasoning for 
EcoHealth’s reinstatement was EcoHealth’s 
representation to NIAID that EcoHealth had 
access to sequences and samples that were 
required to be supplied to the Federal Gov-
ernment as a condition of receiving Federal 
grants, which still needed analysis; 

Whereas EcoHealth was not forthcoming 
and failed to disclose to NIAID that those 
samples were stored in China at the WIV, 
which was EcoHealth’s subcontractor that 
conducted the coronavirus gain-of-function 
research that could have caused the COVID– 
19 pandemic; 

Whereas as of new guidance issued in May 
2024, the Biden Administration removed 
avian influenza and current forms of SARS– 
CoV–2, the virus that causes Covid–19, from 
the category of pathogens of pandemic po-
tential, thus excluding them from updated 
rules governing gain-of-function research; 

Whereas effective May 14, 2024, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (referred 
to in this preamble as ‘‘HHS’’) announced it 
would commence official debarment pro-
ceedings against EcoHealth Alliance and im-
plement a government-wide suspension of 
United States taxpayer funds to include a 
hold on all active grants; 

Whereas on May 21, 2024, HHS, in an effort 
to protect public interest, suspended and rec-

ommended debarment of Peter Daszak’s indi-
vidual ability to receive any Federal funds; 

Whereas both the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the Department of Energy have 
assessed that the COVID–19 pandemic was a 
result of a lab leak from the WIV; 

Whereas the majority members of the Se-
lect Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pan-
demic of the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability of the House of Representa-
tives (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Subcommittee’’) reported that EcoHealth’s 
actions were often enabled by NIH and 
NIAID and the failures of NIH and NIAID to 
properly oversee EcoHealth’s research 
projects; 

Whereas the majority members of the Sub-
committee found that EcoHealth’s actions 
were often enabled by the lack of grant man-
agement and oversight by NIH and NIAID; 
and 

Whereas the majority members of the Sub-
committee believe that such NIH and NIAID 
grant management oversight failures neces-
sitate both Congressional and Executive ac-
tion to increase transparency and grantee 
oversight: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that Congress should immediately consider 
the Viral Gain-of-Function Research Morato-
rium Act (S. 81, 118th Congress, as intro-
duced on January 25, 2023), which would— 

(1) define gain-of-function research as any 
research that— 

(A) could confer attributes to the influ-
enza, Middle East respiratory syndrome, or 
severe acute respiratory syndrome viruses 
such that such a virus would have enhanced 
pathogenicity or transmissibility in any or-
ganism; or 

(B) involves methods that could enhance 
potential pandemic pathogens or related 
risky research with potentially dangerous 
pathogens; and 

(2) prohibit, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, research grants supported 
by Federal funds from being awarded to in-
stitutions of higher education, or other re-
search organizations, that are conducting 
gain-of-function research. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 719—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 13, 2024, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL SEERSUCKER DAY’’ , 
DESIGNATING EVERY THURSDAY 
AFTER NATIONAL SEERSUCKER 
DAY THROUGH THE LAST 
THURSDAY IN AUGUST 2024 AS 
‘‘SEERSUCKER THURSDAY’’ , 
AND DESIGNATING JUNE 2024 AS 
‘‘SEERSUCKER APPRECIATION 
MONTH’’ 

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 719 

Whereas seersucker was introduced to the 
United States in the South in the middle of 
the 19th century; 

Whereas seersucker suits were popularized 
in the United States in the early 1900s by 
New Orleans businessman Joseph Haspel at 
his Broad Street facility in New Orleans, 
Louisiana; 

Whereas, as a lightweight, hard-wearing 
fabric, seersucker is mostly worn and en-
joyed by the people of the United States dur-
ing hot summer months; 

Whereas former Senator Trent Lott of Mis-
sissippi brought Seersucker Thursday to 
Congress in 1996, and after the day went 
unobserved in 2012 and 2013, then-Representa-
tive Bill Cassidy, with the help of the late 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3958 June 4, 2024 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, revived the tradi-
tion in 2014; 

Whereas the Senate will remember the late 
Senator Dianne Feinstein’s historic service 
as she shall forever remain a part of this tra-
dition, which Senator Raphael Warnock will 
continue in her stead; 

Whereas the name ‘‘seersucker’’ originates 
from the Persian phrase ‘‘shir-o-shakar’’, 
meaning ‘‘milk and sugar’’, alluding to the 
alternating textures of the fabric; 

Whereas the seersucker textile is made of 
cotton, linen, or silk (or combinations there-
of), woven on a loom with threads at dif-
ferent tensions, creating alternating stripes 
of smooth and puckered textures that do not 
lay flat on one’s skin, which is what makes 
the fabric so breathable; 

Whereas cotton is an important crop that 
producers in the United States, including 
3,500 family farms in Georgia, strive to cul-
tivate in the highest quality; and 

Whereas one of the 2 alternating stripes in 
seersucker is frequently in a color, typically 
blue, but sometimes gray, green, tan, red, 
pink, or another color, which, in combina-
tion with the white stripes, creates the 
iconic pattern so well known today: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 13, 2024, as ‘‘National 

Seersucker Day’’; 
(2) designates every Thursday after Na-

tional Seersucker Day through the last 
Thursday in August 2024 as ‘‘Seersucker 
Thursday’’; 

(3) designates June 2024 as ‘‘Seersucker Ap-
preciation Month’’; 

(4) recognizes the contributions of the 
hard-working people of the United States 
through the wearing of seersucker, the 
unique warm weather clothing known as the 
working person’s uniform; 

(5) encourages Senators to support the ob-
jective of National Seersucker Day and Seer-
sucker Thursday; 

(6) encourages local governments in the 
United States to build partnerships with 
local organizations and other members of the 
clothing industries and enthusiasts to pro-
mote the wearing of seersucker; and 

(7) invites the people of the United States 
to don their warm weather finest on Na-
tional Seersucker Day and every Seersucker 
Thursday. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 720—CON-
GRATULATING TRINE UNIVER-
SITY MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM 
FOR WINNING THE 2024 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION DIVISION III MEN’S 
BASKETBALL NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP 
Mr. YOUNG (for Mr. BRAUN (for 

himself and Mr. YOUNG)) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 720 

Whereas, on March 16, 2024, the Trine Uni-
versity men’s basketball team (referred to in 
this resolution as the ‘‘Thunder’’) won the 
2024 National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) Division III National Championship 
at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana; 

Whereas, in its first-ever NCAA tour-
nament appearance, Trine University was se-
lected as an at-large team and subsequently 
hosted the first and second weekends of the 
tournament, culminating in its champion-
ship win; 

Whereas Head Coach Brooks Miller has ex-
celled during his 13 seasons with Trine Uni-
versity, having— 

(1) been named the 2023–2024 Coach of the 
Year by the National Association of Basket-
ball Coaches; 

(2) a coaching record of 226 wins to 116 
losses; 

(3) led the program to its first-ever NCAA 
tournament appearance; and 

(4) led the program to its first-ever NCAA 
Division III National Championship after a 
season record of 29 wins to 4 losses; 

Whereas Head Coach Brooks Miller has 
been supported by assistant coaches and 
staff; 

Whereas senior guard Cortez Garland gave 
an outstanding performance and was selected 
as the Most Outstanding Player, having led 
the team with 22 points in the championship 
game, scoring 17 points in the second half; 

Whereas, in the championship game, soph-
omore Nate Tucker scored 13 points, junior 
Aidan Smylie scored 12 points, junior Drew 
Moore scored 10 points, and senior Emman-
uel Megnanglo pulled down a team-high of 8 
rebounds, and the trio of Garland, Tucker, 
and Smylie were named to the All-Tour-
nament Team; and 

Whereas the contributions of the players, 
coaches, support staff, and the entire Trine 
University community were instrumental in 
achieving this historic victory and provide 
inspiration for future generations of young 
athletes: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Trine University 

men’s basketball team for its victory in the 
2024 National Collegiate Athletic Association 
Division III National Championship; and 

(2) recognizes the dedication, perseverance, 
and hard work of the players, coaches, stu-
dents, alumni, administration, and support 
staff that directly contributed to Trine Uni-
versity’s triumph. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 721—CON-
GRATULATING THE GRACE COL-
LEGE LANCERS WOMEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM FOR WINNING 
THE 2024 NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE ATHLETIC ASSOCIA-
TION DIVISION I NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mr. YOUNG (for Mr. BRAUN (for 

himself and Mr. YOUNG)) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 721 

Whereas, on March 23, 2024, the Grace Col-
lege Lancers women’s basketball team (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Lancers’’) 
won the 2024 National Christian College Ath-
letic Association (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘NCCAA’’) Division I National 
Championship in Winona Lake, Indiana; 

Whereas, junior Peyton Murphy was named 
to the all-tournament team for her perform-
ance in the 2024 NCCAA Division I tour-
nament; 

Whereas senior Maddie Ryman was named 
the tournament Most Outstanding Player; 

Whereas head coach Dan Davis has excelled 
during his 6 seasons with the Lancers; 

Whereas head coach Dan Davis has been 
aided by assistant coaches and staff; 

Whereas the Lancers are supported by 
members of the Grace College Athletics De-
partment; 

Whereas the 2024 National Championship 
victory marked the first national title for 
the Lancers; 

Whereas the Lancers emerged from the 
semi-finals with a dramatic and close vic-
tory over the Oakland City University 
Mighty Oaks; 

Whereas the 2024 National Championship 
victory was the final game of the 15-year 

span of the role of Grace College as host of 
the NCCAA Division I National Champion-
ship; and 

Whereas the tradition of the Lancers of ex-
celling in both athletics and academics con-
tinues to advance the sport of women’s bas-
ketball and provide inspiration for future 
generations of young athletes: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Grace College Lanc-

ers women’s basketball team for its victory 
in the National Christian College Athletic 
Association Division I National Champion-
ship; and 

(2) recognizes the dedication, perseverance, 
and hard work of the players and coaches of 
the Grace College Lancers women’s basket-
ball team, and students, alumni, administra-
tion, and support staff that directly contrib-
uted to the victory of Grace College in the 
National Christian College Athletic Associa-
tion 2024 Division I National Championship. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 722—EX-
PRESSING THE GRATITUDE AND 
APPRECIATION OF THE SENATE 
FOR THE ACTS OF HEROISM AND 
VALOR BY THE MEMBERS OF 
THE UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES WHO PARTICIPATED IN 
THE JUNE 6, 1944, AMPHIBIOUS 
LANDING AT NORMANDY, 
FRANCE, AND COMMENDING 
THOSE INDIVIDUALS FOR LEAD-
ERSHIP AND BRAVERY IN AN 
OPERATION THAT HELPED 
BRING AN END TO WORLD WAR 
II 
Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 

COONS, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. SCHMITT, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. WICKER, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. 
TUBERVILLE, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. 
ERNST, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. BRITT, 
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. YOUNG, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. KELLY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. KING, Mr. CARPER, Mr. FETTERMAN, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. TESTER, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Ms. SINEMA, 
Mr. WARNER, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. REED, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and 
Mr. KAINE) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 722 

Whereas, June 6, 2024, marks the 80th anni-
versary of the Allied assault at Normandy, 
France, by troops of the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, and Free France, 
known as ‘‘Operation Overlord’’; 

Whereas, before Operation Overlord, the 
German Army still occupied France and the 
Nazi government still had access to the raw 
materials and industrial capacity of Western 
Europe; 

Whereas the naval phase of the Allied as-
sault at Normandy was code-named ‘‘Oper-
ation Neptune’’, and the date of June 6, 1944, 
is referred to as ‘‘D-Day’’ to denote the day 
on which the combat attack was initiated; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3959 June 4, 2024 
Whereas the D-Day landing was the largest 

combined arms amphibious assault in his-
tory, consisting of— 

(1) approximately 132,600 members of the 
Allied Expeditionary Force, including 57,500 
members of the United States Armed Forces; 

(2) more than 23,000 airborne troops sup-
porting the seaborne landings; 

(3) approximately 7,000 naval vessels; and 
(4) more than 14,000 sorties by Allied air-

craft; 
Whereas soldiers of 6 divisions (3 from the 

United States, 2 from the United Kingdom, 
which included troops of Free France, and 1 
from Canada) and 3 British armored brigades 
stormed ashore in 5 main landing areas on 
beaches in Normandy, which were code- 
named ‘‘Utah’’, ‘‘Omaha’’, ‘‘Gold’’, ‘‘Juno’’, 
and ‘‘Sword’’; 

Whereas, of the approximately 10,000 Allied 
casualties incurred on the first day of the 
landing, more than 6,000 were members of 
the United States Armed Forces; 

Whereas the Allied assault and following 
operations were supported by ships, aircraft, 
and troops from Australia, Belgium, Czecho-
slovakia, Free Norway, Greece, the Nether-
lands, New Zealand, and the Polish Armed 
Forces in the West; 

Whereas the advanced age of the last re-
maining veterans of, and the gradual dis-
appearance of any living memory of, World 
War II and the Normandy landings make it 
necessary to increase activities intended to 
pass on the history of those events, particu-
larly to younger generations; 

Whereas the young people of Normandy 
and the United States have displayed unprec-
edented commitment to, and involvement in, 
celebrating— 

(1) the veterans of the Normandy landings; 
and 

(2) the freedom brought by those veterans 
in 1944; 

Whereas the significant material remains 
of the Normandy landings found on the Nor-
mandy beaches and at the bottom of the sea 
in the territorial waters of France, such as 
shipwrecks and various items of military 
equipment, bear witness to the remarkable 
and unique nature of the material resources 
used by the Allied forces to execute the Nor-
mandy landings; 

Whereas 5 Normandy beaches and a num-
ber of sites on the Normandy coast, includ-
ing Pointe du Hoc, were the scene of the D- 
Day landings and constitute, and will for all 
time constitute— 

(1) a unique piece of world heritage; and 
(2) a symbol of peace and freedom, the 

unspoilt nature, integrity, and authenticity 
of which must be protected at all costs; and 

Whereas the world owes a debt of gratitude 
to the members of the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion’’ who assumed the task of freeing the 
world from Nazi and Fascist regimes and re-
storing liberty to Europe: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 80th anniversary of the 

amphibious landing of the Allies on D-Day, 
June 6, 1944, at Normandy, France, during 
World War II; 

(2) expresses gratitude and appreciation to 
the members of the United States Armed 
Forces who participated in the D-Day oper-
ations; 

(3) thanks the young people of Normandy 
and the United States for their involvement 
in events celebrating the 80th anniversary of 
the Normandy landings with the aim of mak-
ing future generations aware of the acts of 
heroism and sacrifice performed by the Al-
lied forces; 

(4) recognizes the efforts of France and the 
people of Normandy to preserve for future 
generations the unique world heritage rep-
resented by the Normandy beaches and the 

sunken material remains of the Normandy 
landings by inscribing those beaches and re-
mains on the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) World Heritage List; and 

(5) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe the 80th anniver-
sary of the Normandy landings with appro-
priate ceremonies and programs to honor the 
sacrifices made by their fellow countrymen 
to liberate Europe. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 723—CELE-
BRATING 40 YEARS OF UNI-
VERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING 

Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 723 

Whereas, in 1975, Congress enacted the 
Education for All Handicapped Children Act 
of 1975 (Public Law 94–142; 89 Stat. 773), later 
renamed the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), to sup-
port States and localities in protecting the 
rights of, and meeting the individual needs 
of, infants, toddlers, children, and youth 
with disabilities, and their families; 

Whereas the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) has 
helped students with disabilities receive an 
education in neighborhood schools, rather 
than in separate schools and institutions, 
and efforts have since grown to make edu-
cation programs more effective and inclusive 
for all learners; 

Whereas, in 1984, uniform Federal accessi-
bility standards were established to improve 
access to, and function of, public walkways, 
transportation, housing, and other public 
services; 

Whereas Federal accessibility standards 
for Universal Design for Learning help en-
sure that all people can use public services 
to the greatest extent possible without the 
need for adaptation, specialization, or retro-
fitting; 

Whereas dedicated education researchers, 
neuroscientists, and experts in child develop-
ment have applied the principles of Uni-
versal Design for Learning to educational 
settings by exploring ways to use new tech-
nologies, flexible methods, and varied learn-
ing materials to provide better educational 
experiences for students with disabilities; 

Whereas the Universal Design for Learning 
framework— 

(1) is intentional in ensuring that learning 
experiences and environments harness tech-
nology, the learning sciences, and instruc-
tional practices to remove barriers to learn-
ing in all settings, such as physical, digital, 
or blended, and recognizes that not all indi-
viduals learn in the same way; 

(2) is based on the 3 principles of multiple 
means of engagement, multiple representa-
tions of content or recognition, and multiple 
means of action and expression; 

(3) supports creating flexible learning envi-
ronments and experiences that anticipate 
learner variability and acknowledge that 
variability across all learners is the norm 
rather than the exception; and 

(4) supports educators in their professional 
learning and application of new skills in all 
K–16 teaching environments, including gen-
eral and special education, career and tech-
nical education, and science, technology, en-
gineering, and math; 

Whereas Congress has recognized the value 
of Universal Design for Learning in— 

(1) the Higher Education Opportunity Act 
(Public Law 110–315; 122 Stat. 3078); 

(2) the Every Student Succeeds Act (Public 
Law 114–95; 129 Stat. 1802); 

(3) the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3101 et seq.); and 

(4) the Strengthening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Century Act (Public 
Law 115–224; 132 Stat. 1563); and 

Whereas the Department of Education, De-
partment of Labor, and National Science 
Foundation, in partnership with public and 
private organizations and State and local en-
tities, demonstrate the principles of Uni-
versal Design for Learning through programs 
and initiatives— 

(1) to support the professional learning of 
K–16 administrators and classroom instruc-
tors in general education, special education, 
English language education, career and tech-
nical education, and science, technology, en-
gineering and math education; 

(2) to expand educational opportunity and 
reengage youth, young adult, and adult 
learners with significant or multiple barriers 
to learning; 

(3) to increase postsecondary opportunities 
for adults seeking new or expanded opportu-
nities and completion of 2-year and 4-year 
career and technical education, and science, 
technology, engineering, and math pro-
grams; 

(4) to expand the knowledge of postsec-
ondary and career and technical education 
faculty and adult literacy instructors of Uni-
versal Design for Learning to ensure greater 
engagement and success of adult learners; 

(5) to strengthen K–16 and adult learning 
experiences and improve education and ca-
reer outcomes through use of blended learn-
ing: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the important role of Uni-

versal Design for Learning in professional 
development for all educators to help break 
down barriers to learning for all children, 
youth, and adults; 

(2) commends the leadership, innovation, 
and commitment of several generations of 
researchers, educators, parents, and others 
committed to expanding access and oppor-
tunity to education and employment for all 
individuals, including those historically 
marginalized due to race, language, income, 
or disability; and 

(3) celebrates 40 years of innovative re-
search and practice leading to the creation 
and widespread adoption of Universal Design 
for Learning in the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 724—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2024 AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
BRAIN TUMOR AWARENESS 
MONTH’’ 

Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Ms. SINEMA) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 724 

Whereas it is estimated that more than 
90,000 individuals in the United States will be 
diagnosed with a primary brain tumor in 
2024, and an estimated 94,390 individuals in 
the United States were diagnosed with a pri-
mary brain tumor in 2023; 

Whereas it’s estimated that more than 
1,000,000 individuals are living with a brain 
tumor in the United States; 

Whereas, in the United States, brain tu-
mors are— 

(1) the leading cause of death from cancer 
in children who are under 14 years of age and 
teens who are under 19 years of age; and 

(2) the second-leading cause of death from 
cancer in young adults who are between 15 
and 39 years of age; 
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Whereas the average 5-year survival rate 

for an individual in the United States fol-
lowing the diagnosis of a primary malignant 
brain tumor is only 35.7 percent; 

Whereas it is estimated that 18,870 individ-
uals in the United States will die as a result 
of a malignant brain tumor in 2024; 

Whereas brain tumors may be malignant 
or benign, but can be life-threatening in ei-
ther case; 

Whereas treatment of brain tumors is com-
plicated by the fact that more than 100 types 
of brain tumors exist; 

Whereas the treatment and removal of 
brain tumors present significant challenges 
due to the uniquely complex and fragile na-
ture of the brain; 

Whereas brain tumors affect the primary 
organ in the human body that controls not 
only cognitive ability, but the actions of 
every other organ and limb in the body, lead-
ing to brain tumors being described as a dis-
ease that affects the whole individual; 

Whereas brain tumor research is supported 
by several private, nonprofit research foun-
dations and by Federal medical research in-
stitutions; 

Whereas basic research may fuel advance-
ments and the development of new treat-
ments for brain tumors; 

Whereas obstacles to the development of 
new treatments for brain tumors remain and 
there are limited strategies for the screening 
or early detection of brain tumors; 

Whereas, despite the high number of indi-
viduals diagnosed with a brain tumor every 
year and the devastating prognosis for those 
individuals, only a few treatments have been 
approved for malignant brain tumors since 
the 1980s; 

Whereas none of the treatments for malig-
nant brain tumors extend survival by more 
than 2 years on average or are considered to 
be curative; 

Whereas the mortality rates associated 
with brain tumors have changed little during 
the 30 years preceding the date of introduc-
tion of this resolution; 

Whereas there is a need for greater public 
awareness of brain tumors, including the dif-
ficulties associated with research on brain 
tumors and the opportunities for advances in 
brain tumor research and treatment; and 

Whereas May 2024, during which brain 
tumor advocates nationwide unite in aware-
ness, outreach, and advocacy activities, is an 
appropriate month to recognize as ‘‘National 
Brain Tumor Awareness Month’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2024 as ‘‘National Brain 

Tumor Awareness Month’’; 
(2) encourages increased public awareness 

of brain tumors to honor the individuals who 
have lost their lives to a brain tumor or cur-
rently live with a brain tumor diagnosis; 

(3) supports efforts to develop better treat-
ments for brain tumors that will improve the 
quality of life and the long-term prognosis of 
individuals diagnosed with a brain tumor; 

(4) expresses its support for individuals 
who are battling brain tumors, as well as the 
families, friends, and caregivers of those in-
dividuals; and 

(5) urges a collaborative approach to brain 
tumor research, which is a promising means 
of advancing understanding of, and treat-
ment for, brain tumors. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2071. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4381, to protect an individual’s 
ability to access contraceptives and to en-
gage in contraception and to protect a 

health care provider’s ability to provide con-
traceptives, contraception, and information 
related to contraception; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2072. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for Mr. 
TILLIS) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
3237, to amend the Camp Lejeune Justice Act 
of 2022 to ensure claimants are adequately 
informed regarding filing a Federal cause of 
action. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2071. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4381, to protect an in-
dividual’s ability to access contracep-
tives and to engage in contraception 
and to protect a health care provider’s 
ability to provide contraceptives, con-
traception, and information related to 
contraception; which was ordered to lie 
on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. ACCURATE VITAL STATISTICS DATA 

FOR ACCESS TO CARE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Director of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘Director’’), in consultation with the 
heads of relevant Federal departments and 
agencies, State, local, Tribal and territorial 
health officials, and relevant stakeholders, 
shall update— 

(1) the United States Standard Certificate 
of Live Birth to include attempted abortion 
as a method of delivery; and 

(2) abortion surveillance data collection 
tools to include data on attempted abortions 
that resulted in a live birth. 

(b) GUIDANCE.—The Director shall develop 
and issue guidance and training materials to 
facilitate adoption of the updates under sub-
section (a) by State, local, Tribal, and terri-
torial health officials and relevant health 
care entities. 

(c) REFERRAL.—The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, in consultation with 
the Director, shall develop a program for 
abortion survivors identified by States and 
territories through vital statistics and data 
collection tools described in subsection (a) to 
enable such States and territories to connect 
such survivors with applicable Federal pro-
grams related to the provision of health care 
and social services for vulnerable newborn 
and infant children. 

SA 2072. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for Mr. 
TILLIS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 3237, to amend the Camp Lejeune 
Justice Act of 2022 to ensure claimants 
are adequately informed regarding fil-
ing a Federal cause of action; as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Patriot Bill 
of Rights’’. 
SEC. 2. INFORMATION REGARDING VETERANS’ 

BENEFITS TO VETERANS BRINGING 
FEDERAL CAUSE OF ACTION RELAT-
ING TO WATER AT CAMP LEJEUNE, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Camp Lejeune Jus-
tice Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671 note prec.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(k) ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) GUIDANCE AND ADVICE SERVICES.—A 

veteran, or the legal representative of a vet-
eran, bringing a cause of action under sub-

section (b) shall sign a written acknowledg-
ment, provided by the attorney, indicating 
that the veteran or legal representative 
bringing the action understands that the 
veteran or legal representative may seek 
guidance and advice on any disability 
awards, payments, or benefits, in addition to 
and separate from rights provided under this 
Act, to which the veteran may be entitled 
under any program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, free of charge from— 

‘‘(A) organizations recognized under sec-
tion 5902 of title 38, United States Code; 

‘‘(B) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and 
‘‘(C) the congressional representatives of 

the individual or legal representative. 
‘‘(2) APPLICATION TO PENDING MATTERS.— 

For any cause of action brought under sub-
section (b) that is pending on the date of en-
actment of this subsection, not later than 90 
days after such date of enactment, the vet-
eran bringing the action, the legal represent-
ative of the veteran, or the attorney for the 
veteran or legal representative, as applica-
ble, shall file the acknowledgments described 
in paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of the 
amendment made by subsection (a), or the 
application of such a provision to any person 
or circumstance, is held to be unconstitu-
tional, the remaining provisions of the 
amendment made by subsection (a), the 
other provisions of the Camp Lejeune Justice 
Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671 note prec.), and the 
application of the provision of the amend-
ment made by subsection (a) held to be un-
constitutional to any other person or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I have seven requests for commit-
tees to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate. They have the approval of 
the Majority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., 
to conduct a subcommittee hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomina-
tions. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, June 4, 
2024, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a brief-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
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Senate on Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomi-
nations. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
closed briefing. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the Republican 
Leader and jointly with the Speaker of 
the House, pursuant to Public Law 117– 
263, announces the appointment of the 
following individual to serve as Co- 
Chairperson of the Commission on Re-
form and Modernization of the Depart-
ment of State: The Honorable BILL 
HAGERTY of Tennessee (Co-Chair-
person). 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 4447 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk, 
and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 4447) to allow women greater ac-

cess to safe and effective oral contraceptive 
drugs intended for routine use, and to direct 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
to conduct a study on Federal funding of 
contraceptive methods. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask for a sec-
ond reading, and in order to place the 
bill on the calendar under provisions of 
rule XIV, I object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
read for the second time on the next 
legislative day. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions: S. Res. 719, S. Res. 720, S. Res. 
721, S. Res. 722, S. Res. 723, S. Res. 724. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolutions be agreed 
to, the preambles be agreed to, and 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table, 
all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE OF EVAN GERSHKOVICH 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 378, S. Res. 385. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 385) calling for the 
immediate release of Evan Gershkovich, a 
United States citizen and journalist, who 
was wrongfully detained by the Government 
of the Russian Federation in March 2023. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 385) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of September 28 
(legislative day of September 22), 2023, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE OF MARC FOGEL 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 380, S. Con. Res. 
18. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the continuing resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A continuing resolution (S. Con. Res. 18) 

calling for the immediate release of Marc 
Fogel, a United States citizen and teacher, 
who was given an unjust and dispropor-
tionate criminal sentence by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation in June 2022. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the continuing 
resolution, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions with an amendment to strike all 
after the enacting clause and insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

S. CON. RES. 18 

Whereas United States citizen Marc Fogel 
has lived a life of service, teaching history at 
international schools in Colombia, Malaysia, 
Oman, Venezuela, and Russia for 35 years; 

Whereas Marc Fogel taught at the Anglo- 
American School of Moscow from 2012 to 
2021, honorably serving the children of 
United States diplomats and members of the 
Armed Forces; 

Whereas Marc Fogel is known to his fam-
ily, friends, colleagues, and students as a 

kind, personable, upbeat, and giving man, a 
loving father, and a passionate and dedicated 
teacher; 

Whereas Marc Fogel has undergone three 
back surgeries, a spinal fusion, a hip replace-
ment, and two knee surgeries to correct var-
ious injuries and health issues, which have 
left him with chronic back pain and a perma-
nent limp; 

Whereas Marc Fogel did not wish to use 
opioids to manage his pain and was instead 
prescribed medical marijuana for pain man-
agement in a manner consistent with the 
State law of Pennsylvania; 

Whereas, on August 14, 2021, as he returned 
to Russia for one final year of teaching be-
fore his intended retirement, Marc Fogel was 
arrested in the Sheremetyevo airport in Mos-
cow for carrying about half an ounce of med-
ical marijuana in his luggage; 

Whereas Marc Fogel has stated he intended 
that marijuana solely for personal consump-
tion, and the Government of the Russian 
Federation has presented no evidence to the 
contrary; 

Whereas, on June 16, 2022, a Russian court 
convicted Marc Fogel of ‘‘large-scale drugs 
smuggling’’ in a politicized show trial and 
sentenced him to 14 years in a maximum-se-
curity penal colony in Russia; 

Whereas Russian lawyers informed the 
family that the typical sentence for Marc 
Fogel’s offense is five years of probation, and 
in 2019, the same Russian court sentenced 
Alexander Grigoriev to eight years in prison 
for the possession of 1,500 grams of various 
narcotics; 

Whereas Marc Fogel’s sentence is vastly 
disproportionate to the severity of his non-
violent crime, wildly dissimilar to the typ-
ical punishments for comparable offenses in 
Russia, and clearly motivated by ongoing po-
litical tensions between Russia and the 
United States; 

Whereas, in August 2022, Russian courts de-
nied Marc Fogel’s appeal of his sentence; 

Whereas the 2021 Country Report on 
Human Rights Practices in Russia issued by 
the Department of State reported, ‘‘Condi-
tions in prisons and detention centers . . . 
were often harsh and life threatening. Over-
crowding, abuse by guards and inmates, lim-
ited access to health care, food shortages, 
and inadequate sanitation were common’’; 

Whereas Marc Fogel turns 62 years old in 
July 2023, and his physical and mental health 
is rapidly declining due to the stress and 
harsh conditions of his detention, such that 
his family fears he will not survive his sen-
tence; and 

Whereas the Department of State re-
quested Marc Fogel be released from Russian 
custody on humanitarian grounds, but re-
ceived no response to that request: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 

That Congress— 

(1) calls on the Government of the Russian 
Federation to immediately release Marc Fogel, 
who has already served more time in prison 
than his minor and nonviolent crimes can jus-
tify; 

(2) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration to respect Marc Fogel’s human rights 
and to provide full, unfettered, and consistent 
consular access to Marc Fogel while he remains 
in detention, in accordance with its inter-
national obligations; 

(3) urges all United States executive branch 
officials, including relevant officials at the De-
partment of State and the White House, to raise 
the case of Marc Fogel and to press for his im-
mediate release in all interactions with the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3962 June 4, 2024 
(4) urges the Government of the Russian Fed-

eration to desist from issuing outlandishly dis-
proportionate criminal sentences to nonviolent 
United States nationals; 

(5) condemns the Government of the Russian 
Federation’s continued use of detentions and 
prosecutions of citizens and lawful permanent 
residents of the United States for political pur-
poses; 

(6) calls for the immediate release of other citi-
zens and lawful permanent residents of the 
United States who are wrongfully and unlaw-
fully detained in Russia, such as Paul Whelan, 
Evan Gershkovich, Ksenia Khavana, Alsu 
Kurmasheva, and Vladimir Kara-Murza; and 

(7) expresses sympathy for and solidarity with 
the families of all other citizens and lawful per-
manent residents of the United States wrong-
fully detained abroad for the personal hardship 
experienced as a result of the arbitrary and 
baseless detention of their loved ones. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I further ask 
that the committee-reported substitute 
amendment to the concurrent resolu-
tion be agreed to; the concurrent reso-
lution, as amended, be agreed to; the 
preamble be agreed to; and the motions 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 18), as amended, was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

f 

PATRIOT BILL OF RIGHTS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 3237 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3237) to amend the Camp Lejeune 

Justice Act of 2022 to ensure claimants are 
adequately informed regarding filing a Fed-
eral cause of action. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Tillis amendment at 
the desk be considered and agreed to; 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2072) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Patriot Bill 
of Rights’’. 

SEC. 2. INFORMATION REGARDING VETERANS’ 
BENEFITS TO VETERANS BRINGING 
FEDERAL CAUSE OF ACTION RELAT-
ING TO WATER AT CAMP LEJEUNE, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Camp Lejeune Jus-
tice Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671 note prec.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(k) ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) GUIDANCE AND ADVICE SERVICES.—A 

veteran, or the legal representative of a vet-
eran, bringing a cause of action under sub-
section (b) shall sign a written acknowledg-
ment, provided by the attorney, indicating 
that the veteran or legal representative 
bringing the action understands that the 
veteran or legal representative may seek 
guidance and advice on any disability 
awards, payments, or benefits, in addition to 
and separate from rights provided under this 
Act, to which the veteran may be entitled 
under any program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, free of charge from— 

‘‘(A) organizations recognized under sec-
tion 5902 of title 38, United States Code; 

‘‘(B) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and 
‘‘(C) the congressional representatives of 

the individual or legal representative. 
‘‘(2) APPLICATION TO PENDING MATTERS.— 

For any cause of action brought under sub-
section (b) that is pending on the date of en-
actment of this subsection, not later than 90 
days after such date of enactment, the vet-
eran bringing the action, the legal represent-
ative of the veteran, or the attorney for the 
veteran or legal representative, as applica-
ble, shall file the acknowledgments described 
in paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of the 
amendment made by subsection (a), or the 
application of such a provision to any person 
or circumstance, is held to be unconstitu-
tional, the remaining provisions of the 
amendment made by subsection (a), the 
other provisions of the Camp Lejeune Justice 
Act of 2022 (28 U.S.C. 2671 note prec.), and the 
application of the provision of the amend-
ment made by subsection (a) held to be un-
constitutional to any other person or cir-
cumstance shall not be affected thereby. 

The bill (S. 3237), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 
2024 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, June 5; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and morning 
business be closed; that following the 
conclusion of morning business, the 
Senate proceed to executive session to 
resume consideration of the Pipe nomi-
nation postcloture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I move that it stand 
adjourned. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
There being no objection, the Senate, 

at 6:04 p.m., stands adjourned until 
Wednesday, June 5, 2024, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

THE JUDICIARY 

KARLA M. CAMPBELL, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT, VICE 
JANE BRANSTETTER STRANCH, RETIRING. 

CATHERINE HENRY, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, VICE EDWARD G. SMITH, DECEASED. 

MARY KAY LANTHIER, OF VERMONT, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
VERMONT, VICE GEOFFREY W. CRAWFORD, RETIRING. 

JULIA M. LIPEZ, OF MAINE, TO BE UNITED STATES CIR-
CUIT JUDGE FOR THE FIRST CIRCUIT, VICE WILLIAM J. 
KAYATTA, JR., RETIRING. 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS CHIEF OF ARMY RESERVE AND APPOINTMENT IN THE 
RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 
AND 7038: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. ROBERT D. HARTER 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, UNITED STATES ARMY, 
AND APPOINTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TIONS 601, 7037, AND 7064: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. JOSEPH B. BERGER III 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS DEPUTY JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, UNITED 
STATES ARMY, AND APPOINTMENT IN THE UNITED 
STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 
10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 7037 AND 7064: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. ROBERT A. BORCHERDING 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. JETH B. REY 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., 
SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. MELVIN G. CARTER 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., 
SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. BENJAMIN T. WATSON 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate June 4, 2024: 

THE JUDICIARY 

TANYA MONIQUE JONES BOSIER, OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPE-
RIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE 
TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS. 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

CHRISTOPHER T. HANSON, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION FOR 
THE TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2029. 
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HONORING SENATOR BILL DODD 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Senator Bill Dodd, an es-
teemed member of our Napa, Solano, Yolo, 
Sonoma, Contra Costa, Sacramento, Lake, 
and Colusa communities. His 25 years of pub-
lic service and his tireless dedication to our 
community exemplify why he is being honored 
today. 

As a fifth generation Californian, Senator 
Dodd has deep roots in Napa County. He and 
his wife Mary live in Napa and raised their five 
children there. He received his Bachelor of 
Arts in Business Administration from CSU 
Chico, where he also served on their Policy 
Advisory Board and as President of the Inter- 
Fraternity Council. In 2022, he was named a 
Distinguished Alumni of Chico State. 

Senator Dodd’s commitment to our commu-
nity is evident from his long history of public 
service. He began his career as a Napa Coun-
ty Supervisor, where he served four terms be-
tween 2000 through 2014. Some of his ac-
complishments while in office include contrib-
uting to the successful completion of Napa 
County’s flood control project, the restoration 
of over 900 acres of wetlands, and the secure-
ment of over $1 billion in investments for local 
businesses. Then, in 2014, he ran and won 
his race for the California State Assembly. 
While in the Assembly, he helped establish 
California’s Earned Income Tax Credit. His 
dedication to the preservation of the environ-
ment and to small businesses has continued 
to influence his work to this day. In 2015, Sen-
ator Dodd announced his candidacy for Cali-
fornia State Senate, and assumed that office 
in 2016. 

Currently, Senator Dodd represents Califor-
nia’s 3rd Senate District, where he has estab-
lished himself as a prolific legislator, with ap-
proximately 114 bills signed into law. In the 
Senate, he is chair of the Senate Govern-
mental Organization Committee, and a mem-
ber of the Transportation Committee; the En-
ergy, Utilities and Communications Committee; 
the Revenue and Taxation Committee; the 
Business and Professions committee and the 
Insurance Committee. He is also the Co-Chair 
of the Senate Select Committee on Califor-
nia’s Wine Industry and the Legislative Delta 
Caucus. Like his work in the Assembly and on 
the Board of Supervisors, Senator Dodd’s 
work in the Senate has spanned issues as di-
verse as protecting the environment, advo-
cating for small businesses, and protecting 
seniors. For example, he has been a leader in 
California water policy and in wildfire preven-
tion legislation, where he has worked to pro-
tect consumers from utility rate hikes and fu-
ture wildfires. 

Senator Dodd has rightfully been recognized 
for his tireless public service. As a legislator, 
he has received numerous awards, such as: 

the California State Association of Counties 
Distinguished Service Award (twice); League 
of California Cities Legislative Leadership 
Award; California Association of Winegrape 
Growers Legislative Leadership Award; the 
Napa County Farm Bureau Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award; Consumer Attorneys of California 
Senator of the Year, California Coverage & 
Health Initiative Champion for Coverage 
Award, Napa-Solano Central Labor Council 
Labor Partnership Award; Solano County 
Board of Supervisors’ Robin Jenkins Memorial 
Award; Solano Transportation Authority Legis-
lator of the Year; California Building Industry 
Association Legislator of the Year; DISCUS 
Legislator of the Year; CAL FIRE Local 2881 
Legislator of the Year, and American Legion of 
California Legislator of the Year. He has also 
been honored specifically for his environ-
mental advocacy, which includes being award-
ed the Restore the Delta’s Delta Advocate 
Award; the Pacific Water Quality Association 
Legislator of the Year; the Environmental 
Champion award from the Community Water 
Center, California Trout, Clean Water Action 
and Audubon. His philanthropic efforts in rais-
ing over $3 million for local charities have also 
resulted in his naming as the Napa Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s ‘Citizen of the Year.’ 

And this does not even encompass all of his 
service. Senator Dodd has also served on the 
board of the Metropolitan Transportation Com-
mission, the Napa County Transportation 
Planning Agency, the Napa County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District, the 
Napa County League of Governments, and 
the Napa County LAFCO. He also has served 
on the board of nonprofits such as the Queen 
of the Valley Hospital Foundation, Justin-Siena 
High School, the Health Care for the Poor 
Committee, the Wolfe Center Youth Drug and 
Alcohol Center, the Children’s Health Initiative, 
and as an honorary member of Hospice, Adult 
Day Services, and Clinic Ole. He has also 
been named an honorary Commander for the 
60th Air Mobility Wing at Travis Air Force 
Base. 

Mr. Speaker, we thank Senator Dodd for his 
dedicated service to our community. There-
fore, it is fitting and proper that we honor him 
here today. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE MISSOURI 
CLASS 2 BASEBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONS, IBERIA RANGERS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Iberia Rangers for their 
remarkable achievement of clinching the Class 
2 state championship in high school baseball. 

It is worth noting that this state title marks 
Iberia’s second in program history. In the 
championship game, led by a complete game 
thrown by Noah Riemensnider, the Rangers 

beat Maysville 7 to 3. Their win capped off an 
undefeated 28–0 season. This victory adds 
another illustrious chapter to the Rangers’ leg-
acy and serves as a source of pride for the 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Iberia Rangers Baseball team for a job 
well done. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2024 GOLD-
WATER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPI-
ENT, MELANIE MORALES 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Melanie Morales, the recipi-
ent of the 2024 Goldwater Scholarship. 

The Barry Goldwater Scholarship Founda-
tion annually awards sophomores and juniors 
in college who have demonstrated an elevated 
skillset in mathematics, engineering, and 
science. It is awarded to students to encour-
age and contribute to their professional en-
deavors, aiming to bolster the capabilities and 
quality of U.S. professionals in these fields. 
Previous scholarship recipients have pursued 
careers where they have contributed to im-
proving our Nation’s well-being. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Ms. Melanie Morales for her academic dedica-
tion to mathematics, science, and engineering. 

f 

HONORING ALCORN STATE 
GOLDEN CLASS OF 1974 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Alcorn State Uni-
versity Golden Class of 1974 for their golden 
diplomas to commemorate their 50th gradua-
tion anniversary. 

The Golden Class of 1974 were the first 
class to have degrees conferred from Alcorn 
State University rather than Alcorn Agricultural 
and Mechanical College. The largest golden 
class in the history of the University, with 125 
participants received golden diplomas to com-
memorate their 50th graduation anniversary. 
Dr. Marcus Ward, Vice President for Institu-
tional Advancement, spotlighted the golden 
graduates as having the largest golden grad-
uate’s endowment with $375,000 presented to 
the University. The class also had the largest 
lifetime giving award with 1.5 million dollars 
donated to the university. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Alcorn State University 
Golden Class of 1974. 
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REMEMBERING LARRY COX 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member Larry Cox, a transformational figure in 
the development of Memphis International Air-
port in my hometown over more than 40 
years, who passed last Friday at the age of 
76. Mr. Cox spent his entire 41-year career at 
the airport, beginning as an unpaid intern and 
ending with the last 29 as President and CEO 
of the Memphis-Shelby County Airport Author-
ity. During his tenure, in much of which the 
airport was a major Northwest Airlines and 
later Delta hub and the largest cargo airport in 
the world, he oversaw development of the 
World Runway, an 11,120-foot runway to ac-
commodate FedEx and other nonstop inter-
continental flights, which was dedicated in 
2000. Mr. Cox served as Chairman of the 
American Association of Airport Executives, on 
the board of Airports Council International and 
President of the Tennessee Association of Air 
Carrier Airports. His influence was recognized 
with the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
‘‘Kitty Hawk’’ Award in 1996. In addition, as a 
civic leader, he served as Chairman of the 
board of directors for the Greater Memphis 
Chamber, the Memphis Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau (now Memphis Tourism), and the 
Mid-South Minority Business Council. Mr. Cox, 
an Air Force veteran and licensed pilot, 
earned undergraduate Economics (1969) and 
graduate MBA (1974) degrees from the Uni-
versity of Memphis. I express my deep condo-
lences to his wife Patrica, his two daughters, 
Stephanie and Leigh-Ann, his extensive family 
and his many friends and colleagues. Mr. Cox 
made Memphis a better place and improved 
the air travel experience, and he will be 
missed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE MISSOURI 
CLASS 4 BASEBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONS, BLAIR OAKS FAL-
CONS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the achieve-
ments of the Blair Oaks Falcons baseball 
team in clinching the MSHSAA Class 4 State 
Championship. 

Under Coach Mike DeMilia’s leadership, the 
Falcons displayed excellence throughout their 
playoff run. During their run, they notably de-
feated three of the MHSBCA’s top-five ranked 
teams, including the 32-win Benton High 
School Cardinals. Blair Oaks’ rich tradition in 
baseball has been furthered with this fourth 
state title in the program’s history, marking 
their second championship in the last five sea-
sons. I congratulate the Blair Oaks team for 
their hard work and perseverance and for 
serving as a source of school and community 
pride. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Blair Oaks baseball team for a job well 
done. 

HONORING ANDERSON STREET 
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable church, 
The Anderson Street Community Church of 
Christ. 

In 1958, men and women of the community 
of Marks came together under the instructions 
of God, to prepare a house of worship for the 
community. There were initially only 8 mem-
bers who planted crops, sold the products of 
that crop to buy the property that the Church 
now sits on at 541 Anderson Street. After 
years of laboring, under the directions of then 
Pastor Nelson Burres, the Church grew into 
the Community House of Worship it now is. 

The Anderson Street Community Church 
grew and became very instrumental in the es-
tablishment of other area churches in Water 
Valley, Cold Water, Como and Batesville, Mis-
sissippi during the 70s and 80s. 

Pastor Burres passed away in 2006 when 
the present pastor, Stanley Lang, became the 
minister. He and his wife have labored since 
faithfully at Anderson Street. 

Pastor Stanley and his wife started a cam-
paign to build a new building for the church in 
1998 and in 2006, that building was material-
ized. The membership had dwindled to 8 
members when this undertaking started. Due 
to perseverance, the church grew to over 100 
members prior to COVID–19. 

The Anderson Street Community Church of 
Christ was birthed out of the heart of dedi-
cated pastors like Pastor Stanley who allowed 
great preachers before him to mentor and 
mold him into the pastor for his home commu-
nity. 

Pastor Stanley Lang is Chair of the County 
Democratic Party. He is Vice-Chair of the 
Board of Commissioners of North Delta Re-
gional Housing Authority (NDRHA). He is also 
Coahoma Community College’s Industrial 
Training Coordinator. 

Since the church’s inception in 1958, and 
it’s humble beginning, the church has grown 
and now aids as a pillar in the community for 
services to the community. 

April 2024 marked the Community Church 
of Christ’s 65th-year anniversary. The Com-
munity church has done much for the commu-
nity by way of scholarships to community high 
school graduates and to graduating members 
of the church from surrounding towns. The 
Church has established an education scholar-
ship in honor of Pastor Stanley’s grandmother, 
Rosie Lang. She was a dedicated member 
who believed greatly in education. This schol-
arship has been a staple by which they honor 
and serve their members and community. The 
Church has provided transportation to edu-
cation centers (Ged), voting precincts, doctors’ 
offices, etc. for many community members 
seeking to improve their education, health, 
and overall life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing The Anderson Street Church of 
Christ for its longevity and dedication to serv-
ing the community. 

HONORING GIGI GODWIN’S DEC-
ADES OF LEADERSHIP AND 
SERVICE IN MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize my constituent and beloved friend, Ms. 
Gigi Godwin, as she concludes a chapter of 
exemplary service to the people and busi-
nesses of Montgomery County. Gigi’s vision 
as President and CEO of the Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce (MCCC) ex-
panded the organization into a nationally rec-
ognized resource for innovative business prac-
tices and inclusive programming. The commu-
nities of Maryland’s beautiful Eighth District 
owe her a debt of gratitude for developing vital 
services for local business owners from all 
walks of life. 

Gigi’s career has spanned across the U.S. 
Congress, the National Academy of Sciences’ 
Climate Research Board and the alternative 
energy sector. She found her way to MCCC in 
2003 as Director of Education and Outreach 
before rising to become MCCC’s President 
and CEO. She played a pivotal role wearing 
the additional hat of the MCCC Foundation’s 
Treasurer, developing educational programs 
and initiatives to support the Montgomery 
County Chamber Community Foundation’s 
Veteran Institute for Procurement. This re-
markable program has provided training at no 
expense to nearly 2,500 veteran-owned small 
businesses to improve their access to the fed-
eral contract and procurement process. Gigi 
not only recognized our important obligation to 
ensure that economic opportunities are avail-
able to veterans—she made it happen, and 
earned a Congressional Certificate of Special 
Recognition for her efforts in 2010. 

As a passionate advocate for Montgomery 
County’s local economy, Gigi also helped 
broaden government contracting opportunities 
to many more businesses in Montgomery 
County. In addition to her work to establish 
veteran-centered procurement training, Gigi 
seized on the potential of Montgomery Coun-
ty’s proximity to the engine of federal govern-
ment to start the GovConNet Council, which 
educates business owners on the latest con-
tracting opportunities, and advocated for the 
unanimous passage of the Small Business 
Runway Extension Act. 

Gigi’s service has extended beyond MCCC 
to encompass some of Montgomery County’s 
most beloved and foundational institutions. 
She earned an Honorary Degree from Mont-
gomery College for her five years of service 
advancing education equity on the College’s 
Board of Trustees. She also served on the 
boards of the Montgomery County Business 
Roundtable on Education, the Committee for 
Montgomery, the Montgomery County Execu-
tive’s Business Advisory Board and Imagina-
tion Stage. 

I would be remiss if I failed to mention Gigi’s 
signature grace and her steady leadership 
during some of the most tumultuous economic 
periods in American history. Her service as 
the head of MCCC spanned the depths of the 
Great Recession and a global pandemic. The 
economic recovery in Montgomery County and 
the resilience of our small businesses is due 
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in no small part to Gigi’s leadership and agile 
responses to these crises and her focus on 
building the resources, infrastructure, and ca-
pacity to support our local small businesses. 

In addition to her outstanding professional 
achievements, Gigi is also a beloved wife to 
her husband Jeff, and amazing mother to 
three children. As she begins this exciting new 
chapter, I am extending my warmest wishes to 
Gigi and my deep gratitude for her plentiful 
and enduring contributions to the businesses 
and people of Montgomery County. 

f 

HONORING RABBI GEORGE 
GITTLEMAN 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Rabbi George Gittleman 
of Congregation Shomrei Torah in celebration 
of his retirement after twenty-eight years lead-
ing his congregation and providing service to 
our community. 

Born in the city of Chicago, Illinois and 
growing up in Louisville, Kentucky, Rabbi 
Gittleman joined our community in 1996 when 
he and his family moved to Sonoma County. 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts in American His-
tory from the University of Vermont, a Masters 
in Hebrew Letters and Ordination from the Re-
form Seminary, Hebrew Union College Jewish 
Institute of Religion and is a Senior Rabbinic 
Fellow with the Shalom Hartman Institute in 
Jerusalem. 

Rabbi Gittleman, affectionately known as 
Rabbi George, became the rabbinical leader 
of Congregation Shomrei Torah, a progressive 
Reform Jewish synagogue in Santa Rosa in 
1996. Through his leadership, the congrega-
tion grew from 100 to over 475 member fami-
lies and, in turn, outgrew its facilities. In 2008, 
the Rabbi welcomed his congregation to a 
beautiful new temple. This would not have 
been possible without his determination, fund-
raising abilities and oversight. 

In addition to growing members and Con-
gregation Shomrei Torah’s spiritual home, 
Rabbi Gittleman expanded his temple’s pro-
grams including the Shomrei Torah Religious 
School. The school for children ranging from 
kindergarten though eighth grade teaches He-
brew, religious practices, and about Jewish 
history and culture. He has also expanded of-
ferings for teens and adults through Torah 
study sessions, teen groups, dinner lectures, 
and many trips to Israel, the Amerman South 
and Eastern Europe. 

Rabbi Gittleman is a proponent of tikkun 
olam, translated as ‘‘repairing the world’’ 
through our actions. He is a prolific writer and 
outspoken on many critical issues facing out 
community. His published works include 
Maimonides and The Guide to the Perplexed, 
Lights in the Forest: Rabbis Respond to 
Twelve Essential Jewish Questions, and We 
should remember the Shoah in a way that 
helps to heal the world. The Rabbi is an advo-
cate for addressing challenges including 
homelessness, food insecurity, affordable 
housing, LGBTQIA+ rights, gun violence pre-
vention and has gracefully guided his faith 
community in the wake of the October 7 at-
tacks. He does this through the congregation’s 

Social Action Committee and in collaboration 
with other faith and civic leaders. Our district 
and country are better because of his work. 

Beyond his faith and civic leadership, Rabbi 
Gittleman is a devoted father and husband to 
his wife Laura, his son Levi, his daughter 
Sophie, to his son-in-law Julian and to his 
grandson Jamie. Rabbi George is an avid out-
doorsman and from a young age, he was an 
avid rock climber, skier and mountain biker 
Even now, he continues to fly fish, shoot 
sporting clays, bird watch, backpack and hike. 
You can often find Rabbi Gittleman playing his 
guitar with his blues-rock band. 

Mr. Speaker, it is evident that Rabbi 
Gittleman is a true public servant and has 
dedicated his time, leadership and wisdom to 
the benefit of Congregation Shomrei Torah 
and to our district. After twenty-eight years, he 
now embarks on his well-earned retirement. 
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
him here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2024 GOLD-
WATER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPI-
ENT, CHRISTIAN PENA 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Christian Pena, the recipient 
of the 2024 Goldwater Scholarship. 

The Barry Goldwater Scholarship Founda-
tion annually awards sophomores and juniors 
in college who have demonstrated an elevated 
skillset in mathematics, engineering, and 
science. It is awarded to students to encour-
age and contribute to their professional en-
deavors, aiming to bolster the capabilities and 
quality of U.S. professionals in these fields. 
Previous scholarship recipients have pursued 
careers where they have contributed to im-
proving our Nation’s well-being. 

Mr Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Mr. Christian Pena for his academic dedication 
to mathematics, science, and engineering. 

f 

HONORING SUNSET VIEW 
CEMETERY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Sunset View Ceme-
tery. 

Sunset View Cemetery was established in 
September 2011. It is independently owned 
and operated by Jimmy and Quartreate Ware, 
giving personal and professional services to 
families of the Mississippi-Louisiana and sur-
rounding area in their time of need. 

With hard work and dedication, they main-
tain 20 acres of land covered in beautiful pine 
trees and a pond, which is located at 1617 Dr. 
Martin Luther King Road in Natchez. 

They offer quality services for burial and 
gravesite services. They are also a perpetual 
care cemetery, this means when you purchase 
your lot or niche, 15 percent of that sale goes 
into a trust in compliance with Mississippi 

state law. This longstanding trust will provide 
Sunset View Cemetery with the necessary re-
sources for the lasting preservation of our me-
morial park. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Sunset View Cemetery for their 
actions and achievements in the Natchez, MS 
community. 

f 

APPRECIATING THOMAS 
CAUGHMAN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, June 9, 2024, marks the 20th anniversary 
of the tragic death of Army Specialist Thomas 
Day Caughman of Lexington, South Carolina. 
Assigned to the 391st Engineer Battalion, 
Army Reserve, Spartanburg, SC, Thomas was 
killed while bravely serving America during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

As a 20-year-old graduate of Lexington High 
School, Thomas had a deep appreciation for 
America as he included in each of his letters 
home with the words, ‘‘Freedom isn’t free.’’ 

In a touching tribute to the duty he felt in se-
curing freedom for America, and expressed 
love for his family, he wrote the following letter 
in case of his death to parents, Jane and 
Hamp Caughman, and sister Lisa: 

‘‘Dad, Mom, Sis 
I think sometimes why I did this and if it 

was worth it. Then I realize how important 
people like me are, we all know Freedom 
isn’t never free and somebody must protect 
that, for my family and everyone who enjoys 
freedom. Sometimes I get angry because I re-
alize that people take advantage of that. But 
many respect that also, so its worth it, doing 
my job as an American soldier I’ve done 
many things and seen many things most will 
never experience. I know the sacrifice to pro-
tect the U.S and more important my family 
and friends. 

If ya’ll are reading this. I guess it means 
that I have lost my life on this world but 
started a new one in Heaven. Don’t cry or 
worry about me, because I have died for my 
country and yall. We knew what may happen 
while I was here, but I think it was meant to 
be. . . 

. . . I really don’t know how to end this 
but, carry on with your lives and remember 
you live in a great place, where men and 
women sacrifice so much for all of us. I love 
yall so, so much. 

Sincerely your son and brother, Thomas 
(PFC Caughman)’’ 

As the grateful father of four sons who have 
served in Iraq, Egypt, or Afghanistan I espe-
cially appreciate the courage and extraor-
dinary maturity of Thomas Caughman. He will 
always be cherished for his service which has 
for 20 years achieved protecting Americans 
from terrorist attacks in the continuing Global 
War on Terrorism. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on 
June 3, 2024, and on June 4, 2024, I was un-
able to make it back to D.C. for votes. Had I 
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been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No. 233; YEA on Roll Call No. 234; YEA 
on Roll Call No. 235; and YEA on Roll Call 
No. 236. 

f 

HONORING ARIAN TAYLOR 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Arian La’Pearl Alexan-
dria Taylor, the first athletic swimmer within 
Jackson Public Schools to receive a swimming 
scholarship. 

Arian signed to Meridian Community Col-
lege (MCC) for swimming. She is the first 
Jackson Public Schools student athlete to 
earn a scholarship for swimming. She is also 
the first black female swimmer to sign to the 
MCC Eagles, where she plans to major in 
Nursing. 

The 50- and 100-meter freestyle swimmer 
hopes to inspire others as she blazes a trail 
for JPS. 

Currently, an International Baccalaureate 
(IB) scholar at Jim Hill High School, Arian has 
been an athlete of the JPS Swim Team since 
7th grade. 

While at Jim Hill High School, her achieve-
ments and extracurricular activities include 
choir, basketball, cheer, and the National High 
School Honor Society. 

Despite her youth, the standout is the first to 
represent the sport of swimming at Jim Hill 
High School, the first to receive a swimming 
scholarship for the District, and the first Afri-
can American athlete to receive this type of 
scholarship from MCC. 

She learned the lifesaving skill at age 11 
thanks to a free summer camp hosted by the 
100 Black Men of Jackson. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing, Arian Taylor for her dedication 
and tenacity to serving her community and de-
sire to be an example for all. 

f 

WISHING BRUCE SOWATSKY A 
HAPPY RETIREMENT 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, on this 
occasion of Bruce Sowatsky’s retirement, I 
recognize his outstanding contributions to the 
community of St. Charles, Missouri, with great 
honor and appreciation. Bruce’s dedication to 
improving the lives of children and families 
has left an enduring mark on our community, 
and his efforts have touched the hearts of 
countless individuals. 

As Executive Director of the Community & 
Children’s Resource Board, Bruce’s leadership 
has been instrumental in expanding vital serv-
ices for children and youth, ensuring they can 
access the support and resources they need 
to thrive. His commitment to advocating for 
children’s mental health and well-being has 
greatly impacted many lives. His legacy will 
continue to inspire us for years to come. 

On behalf of the constituents of Missouri’s 
3rd Congressional District, I extend my sin-

cerest gratitude to Bruce Sowatsky for his 
commendable service and wish him all the 
best in his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2024 HONOREES 
FOR THE BROWARD SENIOR 
HALL OF FAME 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to underscore the significance of the 2024 
Honorees of the Broward House Senior Hall of 
Fame, an esteemed recognition administered 
by the Area Agency on Aging of Broward 
County. 

The Area Agency on Aging Broward County, 
a pivotal organization in our community, pro-
vides essential services to the county’s senior 
residents. It is part of a state network of 11 
different Area Agencies of Aging in Florida, 
each with unique service and planning areas. 

The Broward Senior Hall of Fame comprises 
seniors 60 and older who have performed out-
standing volunteer work in Broward County for 
five or more years. This year’s honorees in-
clude Odessa Striggles Bennett, Elizabeth 
Robinson Massey, Lori Green, Betty Miller, 
Carolyn Hardy, John Raite, Dr. Jorge Lopez, 
Joy Rodenberg, Rosena Lott, and Paul 
Sallarulo. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Florida’s 23rd 
Congressional District, please join me in cele-
brating these individuals on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

HONORING DR. FRED EARL KENCY, 
JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a tenacious and self- 
motivated leader, Dr. Fred Earl Kency, Jr. He 
has shown what can be done through hard 
work, dedication, and a strong desire for 
change. 

Dr. Kency is a native of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. He attended Jackson Public Schools 
and graduated from Provine High School in 
2003. He furthered his education at Alcorn 
State University, receiving a Bachelors of 
Science degree in biology. He then earned his 
Doctorate of Medicine at the University of 
South Alabama College of Medicine in 2011. 
Dr. Kency used the Health Professions Schol-
arship to pay for medical school and was se-
lected to complete an Internship in Transitional 
Medicine at the Naval Medical Center San 
Diego. After 4 years of honorable Navy serv-
ice with deployments to Africa and Europe, he 
returned home to Jackson, MS, to complete 
his Emergency Medicine Residency at the 
University of Mississippi Medical Center. 

He currently serves as a Community Emer-
gency Room physician at Baptist Hospital and 
an Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine 
at UMMC in Jackson, MS. He is also a 
credentialed staff member at multiple other 
hospitals in Mississippi. 

Dr. Kency is active in the metro Jackson 
community through his fraternity, Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity Inc., and other organizations 
such as the 100 Black Men of Jackson. He 
currently serves as a board member for the 
American Academy of Emergency Medicine 
and a member of the American College of 
Emergency Physicians. 

Dr. Kency owns Kency Medical Services 
PLLC, which provides medical consultations, 
medical-legal work, and community medical 
health advocacy. Recently, The Best of Mis-
sissippi Awards recognized and honored Dr. 
Kency as one of the Top 50 Men in Business 
in the State of Mississippi. Dr. Kency has 
fought tirelessly to make Mississippi a 
healthier and safer place for all its citizens, 
and his work has not gone unnoticed. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Fred Earl Kency, Jr. for his 
dedication and service in the field of Medicine. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on June 3rd as I had an immov-
able commitment. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 233, H. Res. 
1215, and YEA on Roll Call No. 234, H.R. 
6983. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF JOHN 
WILLIAMS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory and legacy of Mr. 
John Joseph Williams, a brave and dedicated 
soldier who served our Nation with distinction 
during World War II as a member of the Ghost 
Army special unit. 

John was assigned to the Signal Company 
Special of the Ghost Army, a top-secret unit 
tasked with deceiving the enemy through 
elaborate tactical deceptions. He was among 
the select few who landed on Omaha Beach 
on D-Day, playing a crucial role in the Allied 
invasion of Normandy. The contributions of 
John Williams and his fellow Ghost Army sol-
diers were kept classified until 1996. Histo-
rians credit their unit of 1,100 men with saving 
an estimated 30,000 U.S. troops, and their 
work had a significant impact on the outcome 
of the war. 

After the war, John returned to Missouri, 
where he and his wife, Barbara, raised a fam-
ily and started a successful career at the Uni-
versity of Missouri. He remained dedicated to 
his community and country until his passing 
on January 19, 2010, leaving a legacy of cour-
age, sacrifice, and service. 

Mr. Speaker, I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to commemorate the life and service of 
John Joseph Williams. 
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HONORING MARSHALL’S MUSIC 

AND BOOK STORE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the oldest Black- 
owned bookstore in the Nation, Marshall’s 
Music and Book Store. 

Jackson, Mississippi, is home to the oldest 
Black-owned bookstore in North America. Mar-
shall’s Music and Book Store in the heart of 
downtown Jackson is a family business that 
opened in 1938. 

The quaint store on the almost empty Farish 
Street has shelves stacked high with books, 
music, and everything in between. The walls 
are also plastered with photos of unsung Afri-
can American heroes with roots in Mississippi. 

Pastor Louis Wilcher of the Greater Pearlie 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church first opened 
the store 85 years ago on the corner of Farish 
and Oakley streets. Now, Primm is the third- 
generation owner of the store. She believes in 
teaching people about the past, saying that 
Black history didn’t begin with slavery. 

Her newfound hope now lies in opening a 
school. Primm believes that the way to stop 
the surge of violent youth crime is to teach 
children about hope. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Marshall’s Music and Book 
Store for its longevity and dedication to serv-
ing the community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LOSS OF A 
GREAT COMMUNITY LEADER 
AND OUTSTANDING LIFE OF 
SGT. STEPHEN BURDICK 
‘‘STEVE’’ HAND 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate an outstanding gen-
tleman and blessing to the City of New Orle-
ans, Sgt. Stephen Burdick ‘‘Steve’’ Hand. He 
was born in Bronxville, New York on July 21, 
1941, to Faith Seiple Hand and Edward Sayer 
Hand, Sr, and grew up in Scarsdale, New 
York. Mr. Hand was deeply committed to our 
beloved city. He served as a leader in the ini-
tiative to preserve and restore New Orleans 
through his work at the Vieux Carré Commis-
sion, and the French Market Corp during the 
1980s and 1990s. After living a full life dedi-
cated to serving others, Steve (82 years old) 
passed away on January 8, 2024. 

Steve was drafted into the U.S. Army in 
1963. His training took place in Fort Benning, 
Georgia, with the 17th Artillery 2nd Infantry Di-
vision under Battery C 7th Battalion (‘‘Garry 
Owen’’). He served one tour of duty in 1965 
to Vietnam in which he was stationed at An 
Khe with the 3rd Brigade 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile). Mr. Hand earned the title of Ser-
geant before being honorably discharged from 
the Army. 

Upon returning to the United States, Steve 
returned to his studies and ultimately grad-
uated from Bowdoin College in Brunswick, 

Maine with a bachelor’s degree in economics. 
After graduating, Steve began his career, 
working in Communications and Public Serv-
ice. He fondly reflected on his experience 
working on Capitol Hill as a Legislative Assist-
ant and Press Secretary to Senators Winston 
L. Prouty of Vermont and Edward Brooke of 
Massachusetts, the first popularly elected 
Black senator. He went on to earn a master’s 
degree in Landscape Architecture at LSU in 
1982, where he developed an appreciation for 
the state of Louisiana and the Gulf Coast. At 
LSU, he wrote his thesis, about the historical, 
cultural, and political influences that have con-
tributed to the development of the gardens 
and courtyards within the French Quarter. This 
thesis was instrumental in his future experi-
ences in New Orleans, where he was dedi-
cated to preserving, enriching, and educating 
others about the local landscaping and archi-
tecture that makes our city so special. 

As a hardworking and dedicated Director of 
the Vieux Carré Commission, Steve used his 
expertise in the French Quarter’s architectural 
landscape to preserve the historical and cul-
tural character of New Orleans’s oldest neigh-
borhoods. Among his many accomplishments 
in this role, Steve was able to have the golden 
equestrian statue of Joan of Arc, relocated at 
Place de France. Additionally, he worked tire-
lessly alongside the City Council and Mayor’s 
office to ensure that the integrity of this neigh-
borhood and the needs of its residents were 
protected, pioneering an effort to keep the 
French Quarter safe and clean. Mr. Hand also 
served the New Orleans community as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the French Market Corp. in 
1994, through which he supported the effort to 
revitalize and renovate the French Market, 
leading this historical landmark to flourish in 
our city’s economy. 

Steve Hand’s legacy will continue to live on 
through the spirit of this city, which he loved 
so dearly. It will live on through all of the peo-
ple, the long-lasting friendships that he made 
and cultivated, and those whose lives he 
touched around the Nation. Most importantly, 
Steve Hand’s legacy will live on through his 
dear, loving family: Bear, his goldendoodle; his 
brother Edward S. Hand and sister-in-law 
Susan O. Hand; three nieces Samantha 
Fratus, Lindsley Rice, and Bailey Jeffrey and 
their families around the world. Stephen Bur-
dick Hand is an inspiration to all those who 
dedicate their lives to serving their community. 
I, too, hope to carry his legacy with me as I 
continue to serve the people of Louisiana. 

f 

HONORING NORTH RICHLAND 
HILLS MAYOR OSCAR TREVINO 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Oscar Trevino as he retires as 
Mayor of the City of North Richland Hills. In 
doing so, he concludes a total of 25 years of 
dedicated public service as a member of the 
NRH Council, 22 years of which he led the 
City as Mayor. He steps down as the longest- 
serving Mayor in the history of North Richland 
Hills. 

Privately, Mr. Trevino was the owner of O. 
Trevino Construction, having graduated from 

Texas A&M University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering in 1979. Mr. 
Trevino was first elected to the NRH City 
Council in May, 1999, and resigned during his 
second term after being elected Mayor in June 
2002. During this time he not only served as 
a City official and business owner, but also 
engaged actively with a number of Local, 
State and National organizations. These in-
cluded active board leadership positions with 
the National League of Cities; the National As-
sociation of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi-
cials (NALEO); the Tarrant Regional Transpor-
tation Council (TRTC); Tarrant County Mayors 
Council; the Regional Transportation Council 
(RTC); Partners in Mobility; North Central 
Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG); 
the Coalition for Better Transportation; Re-
gional Transit Initiative Committee; Texas 
Transportation Institute (TTI) Advisory Council; 
North Texas Commission; TEX–21 Committee; 
North Texas Super Bowl XLV Host Committee 
Council of Mayors; Birdville ISD Foundation of 
Education; Medical City North Hills Board; 
Northeast Leadership Forum; and the North-
east Tarrant Chamber of Commerce, to name 
but only a few. 

Utilizing his considerable organizational and 
public skills as Mayor, residents of not only 
North Richland Hills, but from across the North 
Texas region as well, benefitted greatly from 
his educational background and the experi-
ence and connections he earned as a suc-
cessful heavy-highway contractor. Awards in-
cluding the NCTCOG William J. Pitstick Re-
gional Excellence Award, the FWHCC Busi-
nessman of the Year and John V. McMillan 
Hall of Fame Award, and the Excalibur Award 
from the NE Tarrant Chamber are a sampling 
of the acknowledgement he received from his 
peers for his well-regarded impact. 

As the 3rd largest municipality in Tarrant 
County, North Richland Hills grew from 55,000 
to over 70,000 during Mayor Trevino’s terms 
in office. Supporting this growth, Mayor 
Trevino worked to ensure adequate infrastruc-
ture, including over $100 million on the city’s 
streets. He also sought to build strong regional 
partnerships to increase mobility through high-
way improvements and the addition of 
TEXRail as legacies to benefit the community 
for generations. 

Leading the Council and staff as stewards 
of public funds, Mayor Trevino sought to in-
vest in high-quality services, with a sensitivity 
of the tax burden for senior citizens and 
homeowners. Investments in parks, equipment 
and staff were made to ensure the needs of 
the City’s expanding population were met. Sig-
nificant updates to aging facilities accom-
plished during his tenure included a new City 
Hall as well as new fire and police stations, 
expanding and equipping the City’s profes-
sional responders with the best training and 
tools available to ensure safety and security 
remained a hallmark in support of NRH’s qual-
ity of life. Additionally, a modern library, recre-
ation center, animal shelter and senior center 
were also completed, along with improve-
ments to Iron Horse Golf Course and NRH20 
Family Water Park. These facilities provided 
citizens with community amenities that have 
allowed the City to provide unique recreation 
programs and host numerous annual special 
events. As investments, they also supported 
NRH with an identity as a desired destination 
location to support the Nation’s second Peppa 
Pig Theme Park. 
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These improvements also supported eco-

nomic efforts within the City to reduce the re-
tail vacancy rate to 6.3 percent, the lowest 
since his early days on council. This was a 
significant accomplishment in spite of signifi-
cant challenges including the pandemic and 
recessions. The achievement was accom-
plished by focusing not only on the newly de-
veloped neighborhoods, but also including the 
City’s historic areas to redevelop park areas 
and infrastructure to keep the areas vibrant. 
The economic vitality is evidenced with the ad-
ditions of Babe’s, Sweetie Pie’s, Patriotic Pig, 
Floor & Décor, Winco, Platinum Music Com-
plex, Painted Tree, Gritr Sports, Seconds & 
Surplus, Warespace, Truby Hilton Hotel and 
the development of Volli Entertainment. These 
private investments only foreshadow the po-
tential of the former mall property redevelop-
ment as new businesses and a Homewood 
Suites by Hilton are developed around the 
City’s new City Hall. 

As the Mayor steps down from his duties, I 
am proud of all he has accomplished for his 
beloved City and for the region that has been 
blessed with his public leadership and service. 
I have appreciated his wisdom and insight on 
many occasions and I will personally miss his 
counsel and friendship. However, I also under-
stand the sacrifice public service requires of 
family. I wish Mayor Trevino a long retirement 
with his wife Carol, his children and his grand-
daughter Reis, to make-up for the time lost as 
he served. The City, our region and our State 
are all better as a result of his service. 

f 

HONORING GREATER HINDS 
STREET MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a pillar of the commu-
nity, Greater Hinds Street Missionary Baptist 
Church. Greater Hinds Street Missionary Bap-
tist Church has served as a catalyst for the Af-
rican-American growth in Washington County 
and the State of Mississippi. 

The history and purpose of the Greater 
Hinds Street Missionary Baptist Church is to 
participate and promote the Kingdom of God 
through Jesus Christ in evangelism, disciple-
ship, Christian education, missions, ministries, 
social service, and any other objective that the 
church may consider to be appropriate and 
desirable. 

The Greater Hinds Street Missionary Baptist 
Church was established in 1911 when a group 
of members chose to leave First Baptist 
Church, located in Greenville, Mississippi, and 
start anew. Namely, Deacon John Gray, Dea-
con John Collins, Deacon Robert Moore, and 
his wife, Sister C.L. Bean, who were all mem-
bers of Penthian Hall, begin to hold church 
meetings in the association’s building, located 
on Cately and Nelson Streets. They eventually 
moved to 502 Nelson Street, currently known 
as Doe’s Eat Place. In January 1926, ‘‘Hinds 
Street’’ was founded at its present site under 
the late Rev. Lynke Williams. 

In 1954, Hinds Street underwent a new look 
with new restorations and 1955 became a new 
dawning for the Church. A new pastor was 

elected, Rev. E.D. Simpson, and a massive 
renovation took place. The renovation led to a 
desire to rename the church. Henceforth, it 
became known as the Greater Hinds Street 
Missionary Baptist Church. 

In 1994, the Church committed to contin-
uous improvement of the building. As improve-
ments were made, the church also elected 
Youth Pastor, Rev. Cedric Reed. Sadly, the 
year brought the end of era. Rev. E.D. Simp-
son passed away in October 1994, thus bring-
ing an end to the longest tenured Pastorate of 
the church, 

In March 1995, Rev. Thomas Morris, Sr. be-
came the Pastor. Then, Mr. Frank Seid and 
married couple, Napolean and Maurice Thom-
as, donated property to the church for expan-
sion. Throughout the years, the Church pur-
chased several portions of land in the sur-
rounding neighborhood. In October, the Hinds 
Street Baptist Church Community Develop-
ment Corporation was established. 

In 1997, the church acquired additional 
property at 434 Hinds Street. In 1999, Mr. 
George Lynch generously donated property at 
the corner of Hinds and Alexander Streets to 
the church. 

In March 2002, the church broke ground for 
the Greater Hinds Street Church Family Life 
Center. 

In the fall of 2012, the church purchased a 
small 4-unit apartment complex and a vacant 
lot across the street, aiming to renew the 
building for future use and benefit to the 
church and community. A community garden 
has since been established on the vacant lot. 

In 2013, renovations began to update both 
the Church and the Family Life Center. This 
effort, aimed at reinforcing the unity of the 
church and its facilities, supported spiritual 
growth and community service. 

Countless individuals have been baptized 
and converted to Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness and remission of sin. The church’s his-
tory is storied with decades long service and 
contributions by numerous members and 
friends, who are God-fearing and God-loving, 
both named and unnamed. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Greater Hinds Street Missionary 
Baptist Church for its rich heritage and dedica-
tion to serving others and giving back to the 
community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RANDY FEENSTRA 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. FEENSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast my vote on H. Res. 1215. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 233. 

f 

CELEBRATING SAGE ELDERCARE’S 
70TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to extend my warmest congratula-

tions to SAGE Eldercare on its 70th Anniver-
sary. 

I am truly grateful to be celebrating this 
monumental milestone with you all. Over the 
past 70 years, SAGE Eldercare has made a 
deep impact on the lives of older adults in our 
community. Through delivering meals, restor-
ing family heirlooms, providing companionship, 
and much more volunteers provide the support 
for older adults to live the most independent 
and active lives possible. I am proud to have 
such dedicated volunteers and organizations 
committed to helping people in our community 
within the 7th Congressional District. 

I look forward to watching them all flourish 
in the coming decades. I wish SAGE 
Eldercare a wonderful anniversary. May their 
next 70 years be filled with as much success 
as this one. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF COLONEL JOY 
LYNN ALEXANDER 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand here today to honor the incredible ca-
reer of Joy Lynn Alexander, who recently re-
tired as a Colonel after thirty years of dedi-
cated service in the military. Colonel Alex-
ander is a highly decorated officer who rose 
through the ranks of the Mississippi National 
Guard, eventually becoming the Commander 
of Camp McCain Training Site. 

Throughout her career, Colonel Alexander 
completed all the necessary professional mili-
tary education courses, including the U.S. 
Army War College. Her numerous awards in-
clude the Legion of Merit and the Bronze Star 
Medal. She served in various roles, from tac-
tical to strategic positions, and even com-
pleted a combat tour in Iraq in 2009 through 
2010, where I had the honor of serving along-
side her. 

Colonel Alexander spent countless days, 
weeks, months, and years traveling across 
Mississippi, the United States, and the world 
to support and lead critical missions. Her dedi-
cation and hard work have taken her to many 
places, all in service to our country and state. 

As one of the most influential leaders in the 
Army, Colonel Alexander always maintained 
the highest standards, even during some of 
the most challenging times in history. She is a 
true American hero and a proud Mississippian. 
We are deeply grateful for her unwavering 
commitment to our country and to Mississippi. 
Her legacy of service and leadership will con-
tinue to inspire us all. 

f 

HONORING JIMMY WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the dedicated efforts 
of JW Cleaning & Maintenance, owned, and 
operated by Jimmy Williams. A true entre-
preneur, an enthusiastic and self-motivated 
business owner from Cleveland, Mississippi. 
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Jimmy Williams started JW Cleaning & 

Maintenance 20 years ago. The idea of this 
business on the side developed while working 
at Baxter Healthcare, where he retired after 31 
years. He was also co-owner and operator of 
County Platter restaurant. After retirement he 
focused his attention on other ventures, in-
cluding the cleaning service. He specializes in 
cleaning and maintaining the upkeep of sev-
eral medical offices, banks, and businesses in 
the area. He does both commercial and resi-
dential maintenance and cleaning. 

Mr. Williams embarked upon the cleaning 
and maintenance business specifically be-
cause he did so much of that while working at 
Baxter and supervised others doing that. He 
has a staff of five as well as others when 
needed. His daughter, Sheila Williams, also 
works for the business. She handles the 
books, paperwork, and the business side of 
the company. Mr. Williams states, ‘‘we’re thor-
ough and efficient, we do a good job, and we 
take pride in our work. I check on my staff 
daily and often go into the offices we clean the 
mornings before their staff arrives to make 
sure everything was done properly if I didn’t 
do the work myself.’’ His slogan, ‘‘Doing what-
ever needs to be done, wherever it is need-
ed’’. This is how his business has remained 
successful. 

He is motivated to make positive impacts on 
his community by helping people in the com-
munity. He loves to cook and take meals to 
the elderly people in the area as a part of sim-
ply giving back to his hometown of Cleveland. 
This also keeps him active and gives him an 
opportunity to stay connected with the commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Jimmy Williams for his dedica-
tion and initiative in continuing to offer his 
services to the community, surrounding areas 
and the MS Delta. His collective contributions 
are truly inspiring and reflect the best of our 
shared values as citizens and neighbors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, due to unfore-
seen circumstances, I was unable to cast my 
votes for H. Res. 1215 and H.R. 6983. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 233, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 234. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. VICTOR 
MCKENZIE, JR. ON BEING NAMED 
CHAIR OF VIRGINIA’S ADDICTION 
AND RECOVERY COUNCIL 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mr. Victor 
McKenzie, Jr., who was recently named Chair 
of Virginia’s Addiction and Recovery Council. 

Mr. McKenzie has devoted much of his ca-
reer to helping Virginians who suffer from sub-

stance use disorders. A leader in his commu-
nity, he has been a consistent advocate for 
expanding access to behavioral and develop-
mental health services for all who need them. 
As Executive Director of the Substance Abuse 
and Addiction Recovery Alliance (SAARA) of 
Virginia, he works to transform communities 
across our Commonwealth by spearheading 
work on substance use disorder and recovery, 
and providing Virginians with education, advo-
cacy, and support. 

Through his work, Mr. McKenzie has pro-
vided Virginia families and individuals with the 
support they need to thrive. His continued 
commitment to Virginia families is highlighted 
by his recently being elected Chair of Vir-
ginia’s Addiction and Recovery Council, where 
he will advise the Governor, the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly, and the Board of the Virginia 
Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services on matters pertaining to sub-
stance use. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
and thanking Mr. Victor McKenzie, Jr. for his 
service on behalf of the people of Virginia. I 
look forward to celebrating his contributions to 
our Commonwealth, and I thank him for his 
tireless commitment and advocacy on behalf 
of Virginians struggling with substance use 
disorders. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH THOMAS, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the exemplary service 
and dedication of an outstanding individual 
from Yazoo City, Mississippi, Joseph Thomas, 
Jr. This individual has made significant con-
tributions to the betterment of the Yazoo 
County community, and it is fitting that we rec-
ognize his achievements. 

Joseph Thomas, Jr., a native of Yazoo City, 
has recently been elected to the Board of Su-
pervisors. This is a testament to his commit-
ment to serving his community and his leader-
ship qualities. Furthermore, Mr. Thomas has 
been appointed as President of the Board of 
Supervisors, showcasing the trust and con-
fidence his colleagues have in his abilities. 

Mr. Thomas is a proud graduate of Yazoo 
City High School, where he developed a pas-
sion for politics that has guided him through-
out his career. His dedication to public service 
and his tireless advocacy for the residents of 
Yazoo County are truly commendable. 

Additionally, Mr. Thomas worked alongside 
Davis Peyton, a fellow member of the Board 
of Supervisors, to organize the inaugural 
Yazoo County Day at the Mississippi Capitol. 
This event provided an invaluable opportunity 
to showcase the rich history and vibrant cul-
ture of Yazoo County to state officials and leg-
islators. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Joseph Thomas, Jr. for his 
outstanding achievements and unwavering 
commitment to serving the people of Yazoo 
County. His contributions have made a lasting 
impact on our community, and they deserve 
our utmost respect and gratitude. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PERRY 
MARKEL WHITTINGTON 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the life of Perry Markel 
Whittington, a cherished husband, father, and 
grandfather who passed away peacefully on 
May 3, 2024, at the age of 74 Born on August 
17, 1949, in Braxton, Mississippi, to Charles 
Hansford Whittington and Della Pierce 
Whittington, Markel and his twin brother, Mark, 
were the youngest in a family of ten children. 

Markel graduated from Harrisville High 
School in 1967 and went on to receive a de-
gree in business administration from Mis-
sissippi College in 1971. He began his profes-
sional career at McRae’s department store in 
1969, eventually rising to the position of Store 
Manager. It was here that he met Elizabeth 
‘‘Libby’’ Owens, who would become his wife. 
The couple married in the summer of 1974 in 
Pensacola, FL, and later settled in Tupelo, 
MS. In 1979, Markel left McRae’s to purchase 
and manage Middleton Office Products. 

Tupelo was where Markel and Libby chose 
to raise their family, becoming active members 
of the First United Methodist Church and forg-
ing lasting friendships Markel also contributed 
to the community as a board member of Alpha 
House and the Boy Scouts of America, receiv-
ing the Silver Beaver Award. A committed Ro-
tarian since 1979, he was honored as a Paul 
Harris Fellow by Rotary International. Markel 
also dedicated many years to public service 
as a City Councilman for Ward 1, serving from 
2009 to 2021. 

Above all, Markel was devoted to his family. 
He cherished his role as a husband, father, 
and grandfather, finding great joy in life’s sim-
ple moments with his grandchildren. Markel 
was preceded in death by his wife Libby, his 
parents, his siblings Joy, Carolyn, and Bill, 
and his sisters-in-law Betty, Sally, and Opal 
Whittington. 

He is survived by his sons, Preston Markel 
(Anna) and Pierce Marion (Brittney), grand-
children Stanley Pierce, Catherine Elizabeth, 
Charlotte Elliott, and Francis ‘‘Frankie’’ 
Rhodes, brothers Charlie, Ken, Floyd, Bill, 
Keith, Mark, his favorite cousin Elton, and his 
beloved dog, Magnolia Blue ‘‘Maggie.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF A 
GREAT NATIVE SON AND THE 
OUTSTANDING LIFE OF THE 
LATE VICTOR JOHN LABAT 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life of Victor John 
Labat, born in New Orleans, Louisiana to par-
ents Victor and Jeanne Victor Labat, on No-
vember 24, 1932. At the tender age of 91 in 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, he recently passed 
away on Sunday, April 21, 2024. A proud 
graduate of Xavier Preparatory High School 
and Xavier University of Louisiana with a de-
gree in mathematics, two key Catholic Institu-
tions, both founded by Saint Katharine Drexel 
and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. 
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During his college days, he served as the 

artistic designer and director of the Xavier 
Yearbook, where he proudly displayed his 
unique passion for drawing and painting. His 
professional successes spanned across vary-
ing careers In his early years, he was a con-
struction company owner, designing and build-
ing homes around the city of New Orleans. He 
later moved his family of five to Washington, 
D.C., with an assignment to desegregate court 
ordered schools through southern states under 
the Nixon Administration. His career included 
being appointed Assistant to Leon Panetta, Di-
rector of the Office of Civil Rights under the 
Secretary of U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Resources (HEW). The next assign-
ment took him and his family to Dakar, Sen-
egal, West Africa where he served as Director 
of the Peace Corps for five years. 

With a wealth of international experience 
under his belt, he established Labat Anderson 
Inc., one of the country’s most successful gov-
ernment contracting firms, creating offices and 
jobs throughout the U.S. and internationally. 
The success of Labat Anderson Inc. led to 
Labat Africa Ltd. in Johannesburg, South Afri-
ca. Labat Africa Ltd. is the first African Amer-
ican co-owned company to open upon Nelson 
Mandela’s presidency and to trade on the 
South African Stock Exchange. 

Victor retired to his family’s hometown of 
Bay St. Louis, MS, though he spent a tremen-
dous amount of time in his hometown, New 
Orleans, welcomed and cared for by family 
and friends. A vibrant man, that still enjoyed 
international travel until his passing, found 
peace in painting, fine dining and French 

wines, motorcycle riding, and laughing out 
loud with his family and friends. He had just 
completed his first soon to be published book 
on his family lineage titled, ‘‘Is That So? From 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast, A Portrait of an 
American Family through Race, Education, 
Power, Politics, Religion and Class.’’ 

Victor is preceded in death by his parents, 
and a younger brother, Michael L. Labat, Sr. 
He is survived by his three children, Carla 
Labat (George Dines), Lori Labat and Yancey 
Labat (Andrea Menotti), three granddaughters, 
Akira Scott, Eliza and Serenna Menotti Labat; 
a brother, Joseph A. Labat, MD (Dr. Deidre 
Dumas), sister-in-law, Constance ‘‘Connie’’ 
Ray Labat, Dorothy Martel Labat, Judi 
Gerhardt; and numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, friends and associates. 

I am proud to have spent time and growing 
up with mentors from this phenomenal family, 
as well as their children during my college 
days, always fascinated by their accomplish-
ments. I am honored to document the incred-
ible life of Victor J. Labat, a life well-lived. 

f 

HONORING JAR’KEVIOUS R. 
EDWARDS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable servant, 
Jar’Kevious R. Edwards. 

Jar’Kevious R. Edwards is a native of 
Charleston, Mississippi. He is a 2020 graduate 
of Charleston High School and a 2024 grad-
uate of Mississippi Valley State University. 

With aspirations of becoming a news and 
television personality, he obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in Speech Communication and com-
pleted a summer internship at WLBT in Jack-
son, Mississippi. 

Jar’Kevious’ bright personality, elegance, 
oratory skills, and charm have gained him the 
victory in winning the title of Mr. Mississippi 
Valley State University in 2023. As a bright 
and prosperous future awaits, Jar’Kevious 
plans to branch out into the field of broadcast 
journalism as a news reporter and/or anchor. 

Jar’Kevious’ long-term goals include anchor-
ing on Good Morning America, CNN, hosting 
Entertainment Tonight, and one day his own 
television talk show. 

Jar’Kevious’ life motto is, ‘‘There is no pas-
sion to be found playing small—in settling for 
a life that is less than the one you are capable 
of living.’’—Nelson Mandela, 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Jar’Kevious Edwards for his 
dedication and tenacity to serving his commu-
nity and desire to be an example for all. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:31 Jun 05, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A04JN8.032 E04JNPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S

---



D571 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Daily Digest 
HIGHLIGHTS 

See Résumé of Congressional Activity. 

Senate 
Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S3937–S3962 
Measures Introduced: Thirteen bills and eight res-
olutions were introduced, as follows: S. 4446–4458, 
S.J. Res. 91, and S. Res. 718–724.                   Page S3954 

Measures Passed: 
National Seersucker Day: Senate agreed to S. 

Res. 719, designating June 13, 2024, as ‘‘National 
Seersucker Day’’, designating every Thursday after 
National Seersucker Day through the last Thursday 
in August 2024 as ‘‘Seersucker Thursday’’, and des-
ignating June 2024 as ‘‘Seersucker Appreciation 
Month’’.                                                                           Page S3961 

Congratulating Trine University Men’s Basket-
ball Team: Senate agreed to S. Res. 720, congratu-
lating Trine University men’s basketball team for 
winning the 2024 National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation Division III Men’s Basketball National 
Championship.                                                             Page S3961 

Congratulating the Grace College Lancers Wom-
en’s Basketball Team: Senate agreed to S. Res. 721, 
congratulating the Grace College Lancers women’s 
basketball team for winning the 2024 National 
Christian College Athletic Association Division I 
National Championship.                                         Page S3961 

Expressing Gratitude for the Heroism of the 
U.S. Armed Forces on June 6, 1944, at Normandy: 
Senate agreed to S. Res. 722, expressing the grati-
tude and appreciation of the Senate for the acts of 
heroism and valor by the members of the United 
States Armed Forces who participated in the June 6, 
1944, amphibious landing at Normandy, France, and 
commending those individuals for leadership and 
bravery in an operation that helped bring an end to 
World War II.                                                             Page S3961 

Universal Design for Learning: Senate agreed to 
S. Res. 723, celebrating 40 years of Universal Design 
for Learning.                                                                 Page S3961 

National Brain Tumor Awareness Month: Sen-
ate agreed to S. Res. 724, designating May 2024 as 
‘‘National Brain Tumor Awareness Month’’. 
                                                                                            Page S3961 

Calling for the Release of Evan Gershkovich: 
Senate agreed to S. Res. 385, calling for the imme-
diate release of Evan Gershkovich, a United States 
citizen and journalist, who was wrongfully detained 
by the Government of the Russian Federation in 
March 2023.                                                                 Page S3961 

Calling for the Release of Marc Fogel: Senate 
agreed to S. Con. Res. 18, calling for the immediate 
release of Marc Fogel, a United States citizen and 
teacher, who was given an unjust and dispropor-
tionate criminal sentence by the Government of the 
Russian Federation in June 2022, after agreeing to 
the committee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.                                                                      Pages S3961–62 

Patriot Bill of Rights: Committee on the Judici-
ary was discharged from further consideration of S. 
3237, to amend the Camp Lejeune Justice Act of 
2022 to ensure claimants are adequately informed re-
garding filing a Federal cause of action, and the bill 
was then passed, after agreeing to the following 
amendment proposed thereto:                              Page S3962 

Blumenthal (for Tillis) Amendment No. 2072, in 
the nature of a substitute.                                      Page S3962 

Appointments: 
Commission on Reform and Modernization of 

the Department of State: The Chair, on behalf of 
the Republican Leader and jointly with the Speaker 
of the House, pursuant to Public Law 117–263, an-
nounced the appointment of the following individual 
to serve as Co-Chairperson of the Commission on 
Reform and Modernization of the Department of 
State: Senator Hagerty (Co-Chairperson).       Page S3961 

Pipe Nomination—Agreement: Senate resumed 
consideration of the nomination of Judith E. Pipe, of 
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the District of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge 
of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. 
                                                                                    Pages S3943–49 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 56 yeas to 42 nays (Vote No. EX. 187), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                           Pages S3943–44 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that the confirmation vote on the nomination 
be at 12 noon on Wednesday, June 5, 2024; that the 
vote on the motion to invoke cloture with respect to 
the nomination of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan, of 
Maryland, to be Representative of the United States 
of America to the African Union, with the rank and 
status of Ambassador, occur upon disposition of the 
nomination of Judith E. Pipe; that if cloture is in-
voked on the nomination of Stephanie Sanders Sul-
livan, all time be considered expired and the vote on 
confirmation of the nomination occur at a time to 
be determined by the Majority Leader in consulta-
tion with the Republican Leader; that following the 
vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the nomina-
tion of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan, Senate resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed to consider-
ation of S. 4381, to protect an individual’s ability to 
access contraceptives and to engage in contraception 
and to protect a health care provider’s ability to pro-
vide contraceptives, contraception, and information 
related to contraception; and that the vote on the 
motion to invoke cloture with respect to the motion 
to proceed to consideration of the bill occur at 3:45 
p.m., on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.                 Page S3947 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination of 
Judith E. Pipe, post-cloture, at approximately 10 
a.m., on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.                 Page S3962 

Motion to Adjourn: Senate agreed to the motion to 
adjourn until 10 a.m., on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. 
                                                                                            Page S3962 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

By 81 yeas to 17 nays (Vote No. EX. 184), Chris-
topher T. Hanson, of Michigan, to be a Member of 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the term of 
five years expiring June 30, 2029. 
                                                                      Pages S3939–42, S3962 

By 57 yeas to 41 nays (Vote No. EX. 186), Tanya 
Monique Jones Bosier, of the District of Columbia, 
to be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia for the term of fifteen 
years.                                                            Pages S3942–43, S3962 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 57 yeas to 41 nays (Vote No. EX. 185), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                           Pages S3942–43 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Karla M. Campbell, of Tennessee, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit. 

Catherine Henry, of Pennsylvania, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mary Kay Lanthier, of Vermont, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Vermont. 

Julia M. Lipez, of Maine, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the First Circuit. 

4 Army nominations in the rank of general. 
2 Marine Corps nominations in the rank of gen-

eral.                                                                                    Page S3962 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S3950 

Measures Referred:                                         Pages S3950–51 

Measures Placed on the Calendar: 
                                                                            Pages S3937, S3951 

Measures Read the First Time:       Pages S3951, S3961 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S3951–54 

Executive Reports of Committees:               Page S3954 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S3954–56 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S3956–60 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S3949–50 

Amendments Submitted:                                   Page S3960 

Authorities for Committees to Meet: 
                                                                                    Pages S3960–61 

Record Votes: Four record votes were taken today. 
(Total—187)                                                         Pages S3942–43 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:04 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2024, after agreeing to the motion to ad-
journ. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of the 
Majority Leader in today’s Record on page S3962.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

PATHWAYS TO FARMING 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: Sub-
committee on Commodities, Risk Management, and 
Trade concluded a hearing to examine pathways to 
farming, focusing on helping the next generation of 
farmers, after receiving testimony from Christian 
Good, Christian Good Farms, Macon, Mississippi; 
Tessa Parks, National Farmers Union, Northfield, 
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Minnesota; Kevin Lussier, American Farm Bureau 
Federation Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee, 
Hawthorne, Florida; and Raechel Sattazahn, Horizon 
Farm Credit, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. 

APPROPRIATIONS: SPACE MATTERS 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Defense 
concluded a closed hearing to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for fiscal year 
2025 for space matters, after receiving testimony 
from Chris Scolese, Director of the National Recon-
naissance Office; and Frank Calvelli, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force for Space Acquisitions and 
Integration, Derek M. Tournear, Director of the 
Space Development Agency, and Chief Master Ser-
geant Ronald E. Lerch, Space Systems Command In-
telligence Lead, all of the Department of Defense. 

APPROPRIATIONS: FBI 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies con-
cluded a hearing to examine proposed budget esti-
mates and justification for fiscal year 2025 for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, after receiving testi-
mony from Christopher Wray, Director, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, Department of Justice. 

APPROPRIATIONS: TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Finan-
cial Services and General Government concluded a 
hearing to examine proposed budget estimates and 
justification for fiscal year 2025 for the Department 
of the Treasury, after receiving testimony from Janet 
Yellen, Secretary of the Treasury. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee 
ordered favorably reported the nominations of David 
Rosner, of Massachusetts, Lindsay S. See, of West 
Virginia, and Judy W. Chang, of Massachusetts, all 
to be a Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing 
to examine the nominations of James R. Ives, of Vir-

ginia, to be Inspector General, Department of the 
Treasury, and Rose E. Jenkins, of the District of Co-
lumbia, Adam B. Landy, of South Carolina, who was 
introduced by Representative Clyburn, and Kashi 
Way, of Maryland, each to be a Judge of the United 
States Tax Court, after the nominees testified and 
answered questions in their own behalf. 

U.S.-CHINA RELATIONS 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee received a 
closed briefing on United States-China relations from 
Nicholas Burns, Ambassador to the People’s Repub-
lic of China, Department of State. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Committee concluded a hearing to examine the 
nominations of Sherri Malloy Beatty-Arthur, Rahkel 
Bouchet, Erin Camille Johnston, Ray D. McKenzie, 
and John Cuong Truong, each to be an Associate 
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia, after the nominees testified and answered 
questions in their own behalf. 

WOMEN’S FREEDOMS 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: 
Committee concluded a hearing to examine women’s 
freedoms, focusing on access to abortions across 
America, after receiving testimony from Nisha 
Verma, Physicians for Reproductive Health, Atlanta, 
Georgia; Destiny Lopez, Guttmacher Institute, 
Washington, D.C.; Allison Linton, Planned Parent-
hood of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, on behalf of Physi-
cians for Reproductive Health; Christina Francis, 
American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, Fort Wayne, Indiana; Melissa Ohden, 
The Abortion Survivors Network, Kansas City, Mis-
souri; and Madysyn Anderson, Houston, Texas. 

INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee met in 
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters from officials of the intelligence 
community. 
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House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 17 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 8603–8619; and 3 resolutions, H. 
Res. 1275–1277 were introduced.            Pages H3654–55 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H3656–57 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 784, to require any person that maintains an 

internet website or that sells or distributes a mobile 
application that is owned, wholly or partially, by the 
Chinese Communist Party or by a non-state-owned 
entity located in the People’s Republic of China, to 
disclose that fact to any individual who downloads 
or otherwise uses such website or application, with 
amendments (H. Rept. 118–536); 

H.R. 7984, to require the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration to improve access to 
disaster assistance for individuals located in rural 
areas, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 118–537); 

H.R. 7989, to provide for a memorandum of un-
derstanding between the Small Business Administra-
tion and the National Council on Disability to in-
crease employment opportunities for individuals with 
disabilities, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 
118–538); 

H.R. 8014, to require the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration to issue rules for can-
celled covered solicitations, to amend the Small 
Business Act to provide assistance to small business 
concerns relating to certain cancelled solicitations, 
and for other purposes (H. Rept. 118–539); and 

H.R. 6418, to modify the program of grants to 
support high-quality charter schools, with an amend-
ment (H. Rept. 118–540).                                    Page H3654 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Collins to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H3585 

Commission on Reform and Modernization of 
the Department of State—Appointment: Read a 
letter from Representative Scalise, Majority Leader, 
in which he jointly with the Senate Republican 
Leader appointed the following individual to serve as 
Co-Chairperson of the Commission on Reform and 
Modernization of the Department of State: Honor-
able Bill Hagerty of Tennessee.                          Page H3587 

Recess: The House recessed at 10:24 a.m. and re-
convened at 10:30 a.m.                                           Page H3594 

Recess: The House recessed at 3:14 p.m. and recon-
vened at 3:30 p.m.                                                    Page H3633 

Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2025: The 

House considered H.R. 8580, making appropriations 
for military construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2025. Consideration is ex-
pected to resume tomorrow, June 5th.   Pages H3601–37 

Pursuant to the Rule, an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 118–35, modified by the amend-
ment printed in part A of H. Rept. 118–535, shall 
be considered as adopted in the House and in the 
Committee of the Whole.                              Pages H3605–15 

Agreed to: 
Carter (TX) amendment en bloc No. 1 consisting 

of the following amendments printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–535: Boebert (No. 3) that transfers $2 
million from VA bureaucracy to resources for med-
ical and prosthetic research to ensure our veterans re-
ceive cutting edge medical care from the VA; 
Boebert (No. 4) that transfers $2 million from VA 
bureaucracy to the office of the inspector general to 
combat waste, fraud, and abuse; Boebert (No. 5) that 
transfers $2 million from VA bureaucracy to grants 
for construction of veteran’s cemetery programs to 
assist state and tribal governments in providing bur-
ial benefits for veterans in rural areas lacking a VA 
national cemetery; Boebert (No. 6) that transfers $2 
million to provide additional funding for the con-
struction of new state extended care facilities; 
Boebert (No. 7) that transfers $2 million from VA 
bureaucracy to the board of veterans appeals to help 
reduce its backlog so that veteran claims can be ad-
judicated in a timely manner; Gluesenkamp Perez 
(No. 11) that increases and decreases funding for the 
Veterans Health Administration for the purposes of 
submitting a report to Congress on the efforts of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure access to 
health care for veterans residing in geographic prox-
imity to a Department of Veterans Affairs commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic subject to closure; 
Gluesenkamp Perez (No. 12) that increases and de-
creases funding for the VA Highly Rural Transpor-
tation Grant Program to underscore need to mod-
ernize the program, including updating the defini-
tion of highly rural, to provide dependable access to 
health care for veterans living in rural areas; Vicente 
Gonzalez (TX) (No. 13) that increases funding for 
the Grants for Construction of Veterans Cemeteries 
by $2 million to direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to report to Congress on the need for veterans’ 
cemeteries in areas of high veteran population as de-
termined by the Secretary; offsets the Information 
Technology Systems Funds Operations and Mainte-
nance account by $2 million; Vicente Gonzalez (TX) 
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(No. 14) that increases and decreases funding by $1 
million for the Grants for Construction of Veterans 
Cemeteries for the purposes of emphasizing the need 
for the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to allow intern-
ment of Military Working Dogs in veteran ceme-
teries; Gottheimer (No. 15) that increases and de-
creases funding for General Operating Expenses by 
$1 million to provide additional support for the VA 
Transition Assistance Program to provide informa-
tion, resources, and tools to service members and 
their families to help prepare for the move from 
military to civilian life; LaLota (No. 23) that in-
creases and decreases the Grants for Construction of 
State Extended Care Facilities account at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to express support and ex-
pedite pace of construction for delayed projects for 
state veterans homes across the country; LaLota (No. 
24) that increases and decreases the Department of 
Defense Base Closure account at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to speed up PFAS remediation ef-
forts at closed military installations where PFAS con-
tamination affects local drinking water sources; 
LaLota (No. 25) that increases and decreases the Vet-
erans Health Administration, Medical Services ac-
count at the Department of Veterans Affairs to sup-
port peer-to-peer mental health programs, which 
support veterans by providing them with a safe space 
to share their experiences and receive support from 
fellow veterans who understand their unique chal-
lenges, fostering a sense of community and resil-
ience; LaLota (No. 26) that increases and decreases 
the Veterans Health Administration, Medical and 
Prosthetic Research account at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to support Herbicide-Related Toxic 
Exposure Research, which investigates the long-term 
health impacts of exposure to harmful chemicals, 
leading to improved medical care, accurate diag-
noses, and targeted treatments for conditions linked 
to such exposures; LaLota (No. 27) that increases and 
decreases the Veterans Health Administration, Med-
ical, Medical Facilities account at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to support Community-Based Out-
patient Clinics (CBOCs), which support veterans by 
offering accessible, comprehensive healthcare services 
close to their homes, ensuring they receive consistent 
medical care, mental health services, and personal-
ized treatment plans tailored to their needs; Norton 
(No. 30) that increases and decreases funding by $1 
million for the Veterans Benefits Administration to 
provide support to law school clinical programs that 
assist veterans with legal matters; and Wagner (No. 
47) that increases and decreases Military Construc-
tion Defense-wide by $200,000,000 to provide infla-
tion relief for unanticipated inflation-related costs in-
curred during the Presidential National Emergency 
Declaration lasting from March 13, 2020, to May 

11, 2023, for firm fixed price military construction 
projects that were part of the Defense Priority and 
Allocation System program;                                 Page H3615 

Bergman amendment (No. 1 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases the 
Medical and Prosthetic Research account at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to express support for 
recently announced VA-funded research into psyche-
delic-assisted therapies to treat PTSD and depression, 
and to encourage VA to prioritize the proactive 
training of therapists to administer these treatments; 
                                                                                    Pages H3615–16 

Bergman amendment (No. 2 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases the 
Medical Services account at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to urge VA to report to Congress no 
later than 180 days following approval of 
midomafetamine-assisted treatments to treat PTSD 
under Section 505 of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act on possible incorporation of treatments 
in the formulary of the Department and the jus-
tification for such determination;              Pages H3616–17 

Burchett amendment (No. 9 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that prohibits funds from being 
used to ban or remove the photograph ‘‘V–J Day in 
Times Square’’;                                                    Pages H3617–18 

Hageman amendment (No. 17 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–535) that prohibits funding made 
available by this act from being used by the VA to 
continue decommissioning mileage reimbursement 
kiosks at VA facilities;                                    Pages H3620–21 

James amendment (No. 18 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
$3,250,000 to Medical Facilities for the building of 
a Community-based Outpatient Clinics and Mobile 
Medical Units to become more available for leasing, 
purchasing, and construction for VA hospital net-
works;                                                                               Page H3621 

Kiggans (VA) amendment (No. 19 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for the purpose of encouraging the approval 
and development of privatized housing for unaccom-
panied service members;                                 Pages H3621–22 

Kiggans (VA) amendment (No. 20 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for the purpose of ensuring that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs maintains sufficient medical 
care for veterans who reside in U.S. Territories and 
Freely Associated States;                                 Pages H3622–23 

Kiggans (VA) amendment (No. 21 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for the purpose of ensuring that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs fully funds and competently 
executes mental health care programs, with a special 
emphasis on suicide prevention and associated out-
reach;                                                                        Pages H3623–24 
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Kiggans (VA) amendment (No. 22 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for the purpose of expressing the urgency of 
expeditiously and efficiently utilizing increased dem-
olition funding on Navy and Marine Corps bases; 
                                                                                    Pages H3624–25 

Molinaro amendment (No. 29 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) account 
by $10 million to reinforce the importance of 
strengthening the VHA’s Office of Mental Health 
and its work to assist veterans with disabilities and 
mental health and substance abuse challenges; 
                                                                                            Page H3626 

Ogles amendment (No. 31 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for the Veterans Housing Benefit Program 
Fund for the development of improved informational 
materials regarding the relative benefits of a VA 
home loan versus other types of housing loans for 
different homebuyer profiles;                       Pages H3626–27 

Ogles amendment (No. 32 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increase and decreases fund-
ing for medical services at the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration for the treatment of post-traumatic 
stress disorder in veterans;                                     Page H3627 

Ogles amendment (No. 33 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for the Veterans Health Administration’s 
medical community care account to increase accessi-
bility for in-home health care services for veterans; 
                                                                                    Pages H3627–28 

Ogles amendment (No. 34 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for the Board of Veterans Appeals to 
prioritize increasing processing speed for veteran 
casework;                                                                        Page H3628 

Ogles amendment (No. 35 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding for grants for construction of State Extended 
Care Facilities to focus on creating or maintaining 
nursing homes for America’s World War II, Korean, 
and Vietnam Veterans;                                    Pages H3628–29 

Perry amendment (No. 36 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases Veterans 
Health Administration, Medical Services, by $1 mil-
lion for furnishing Stellate Ganglion Block (SGB) 
therapy to personnel who elect to receive the treat-
ment;                                                                        Pages H3629–30 

Peters amendment (No. 37 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases ap-
propriations for the Veterans Health Administra-
tion—Medical Services—HUD–VA Supportive 
Housing (HUD–VASH) program by $1,000,000 to 
encourage local VA systems and public housing au-
thorities to work together to streamline the voucher 

application process to reduce barriers for veterans 
seeking housing assistance;                                    Page H3630 

Peters amendment (No. 38 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases ap-
propriations for the Veterans Health Administra-
tion—Medical Services—Supportive Services for Low 
Income Veterans and Families (SSVF) program by 
$1,000,000 to recognize the importance of SSVF’s 
Shallow Subsidy program in keeping veterans in 
their homes and preventing veterans from falling 
into homelessness;                                                      Page H3630 

Pfluger amendment (No. 39 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and decreases 
funding to direct the Department of Veteran Affairs 
to collaborate with the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine to conduct a 
comprehensive study determining and identifying 
exposures associated with being a military aviator, 
connections between these exposures and various can-
cers, and prevalence of and mortality from specified 
cancers among those who served as active-duty air-
crew;                                                                         Pages H3630–31 

Rodgers (WA) amendment (No. 40 printed in 
part B of H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and de-
creases the Medical Community Care account to ex-
press the need for the VA to address emergency care 
coverage;                                                                         Page H3631 

Rodgers (WA) amendment (No. 41 printed in 
part B of H. Rept. 118–535) that increases and de-
creases the Family Housing Operation and Mainte-
nance, Air Force, account to emphasize the impor-
tance of housing oversight;                           Pages H3631–32 

Bost amendment (No. 8 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–535) that requires VA to apply the same 
access standards for Mental Health Residential Reha-
bilitation Treatment Program (MHRRTP) as for pri-
mary care, specialty care, and non institutional ex-
tended care services (by a recorded vote of ayes to 
195 noes, Roll No. 237);                 Pages H3617, H3633–34 

Crane amendment (No. 10 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–535) that prohibits the VA from 
using funds to submit a beneficiary’s name to the 
NICS list based on VA’s appointment of a fiduciary 
(by a recorded vote of 211 ayes to 193 noes, Roll 
No. 238);                                                  Pages H3618–19, H3634 

Mast amendment (No. 28 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–535) that ensures veterans can participate 
in state-approved medical marijuana programs (by a 
recorded vote of 290 ayes to 116 noes, Roll No. 
240); and                                             Pages H3625–26, H3635–36 

Self amendment (No. 42 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–535) that prohibits funds to modify or 
remove any display of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs that bears the mission statement ‘‘To fulfill 
President Lincoln’s promise ‘to care for him who 
shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and 
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his orphan’ by serving and honoring the men and 
women who are America’s veterans.’ ’’ (by a recorded 
vote of 206 ayes to 200 noes, Roll No. 241). 
                                                                      Pages H3632–33, H3636 

Rejected: 
Greene (GA) amendment (No. 16 printed in part 

B of H. Rept. 118–535) that sought to strike fund-
ing for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program (by a recorded vote of 46 
ayes to 354 noes, Roll No. 239). 
                                                                Pages H3619–20, H3634–35 

H. Res. 1269, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bills (H.R. 8580) and (H.R. 8282) was agreed 
to by a recorded vote of 208 ayes to 195 noes, Roll 
No. 236, after the previous question was ordered by 
a yea-and-nay vote of 205 yeas to 193 nays, Roll 
No. 235.                                                                 Pages H3587–96 

Illegitimate Court Counteraction Act: The 
House passed H.R. 8282, to impose sanctions with 
respect to the International Criminal Court engaged 
in any effort to investigate, arrest, detain, or pros-
ecute any protected person of the United States and 
its allies, by a yea-and-nay vote of 247 yeas to 155 
nays with two answering ‘‘present’’, Roll No. 242. 
                                                         Pages H3596–H3601, H3637–38 

Pursuant to the Rule, an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 118–37 shall be considered as 
adopted.                                                                  Pages H3596–97 

H. Res. 1269, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bills (H.R. 8580) and (H.R. 8282) was agreed 
to by a recorded vote of 208 ayes to 195 noes, Roll 
No. 236, after the previous question was ordered by 
a yea-and-nay vote of 205 yeas to 193 nays, Roll 
No. 235.                                                                 Pages H3587–96 

Committee Resignation: Read a letter from Rep-
resentative Deluzio wherein he resigned from the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.                        Page H3638 

Committee Resignation: Read a letter from Rep-
resentative Mfume wherein he resigned from the 
Committee on Small Business.                    Pages H3638–39 

Committee Resignation: Read a letter from Rep-
resentative Zinke wherein he resigned from the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology. 
                                                                                            Page H3639 

Committee Elections: The House agreed to H. Res. 
1275, electing Members to certain standing commit-
tees of the House of Representatives.              Page H3639 

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet 
at 9 a.m. tomorrow, June 5th.                            Page H3639 

Committee Elections: The House agreed to H. Res. 
1276, electing Members to certain standing commit-
tees of the House of Representatives.              Page H3639 

Discharge Petition: Representative Manning pre-
sented to the clerk a motion to discharge the Com-
mittee on Rules from the consideration of the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 1240) a resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 4121) to protect an indi-
vidual’s ability to access contraceptives and to en-
gage in contraception and to protect a health care 
provider’s ability to provide contraceptives, contra-
ception, and information related to contraception 
(Discharge Petition No. 12). 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes and 
six recorded votes developed during the proceedings 
of today and appear on pages H3594–95, 
H3595–96, H3633–34, H3634, H3635, H3635–36, 
H3636, and H3638. 
Adjournment: The House met at 9 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:59 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Home-
land Security held a markup on the Subcommittee 
on Homeland Security Appropriations Bill, FY 
2025. The Subcommittee on Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Bill, FY 2025 was forwarded to the full 
Committee, without amendment. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on State, 
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs held a 
markup on the Subcommittee on State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropriations Bill, 
FY 2025. The Subcommittee on State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropriations Bill, 
FY 2025 was forwarded to the full Committee, 
without amendment. 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF BIDEN’S BORDER 
CHAOS FOR K–12 SCHOOLS 
Committee on Education and Workforce: Subcommittee 
on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Edu-
cation held a hearing entitled ‘‘The Consequences of 
Biden’s Border Chaos for K–12 Schools’’. Testimony 
was heard from Danyela Souza Egorov, Vice Presi-
dent, New York City Community Education Council 
2, New York; Mari Barke, Trustee, Orange County 
Board of Education, California; and public witnesses. 

POWERING AI: EXAMINING AMERICA’S 
ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY FUTURE 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on 
Energy, Climate, and Grid Security held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Powering AI: Examining America’s Energy 
and Technology Future’’. Testimony was heard from 
public witnesses. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:42 Jun 05, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0627 Sfmt 0627 E:\CR\FM\D04JN4.REC D04JNPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IG

E
S

T



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGESTD578 June 4, 2024 

OVERSIGHT OF 340B DRUG PRICING 
PROGRAM 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Oversight of 340B Drug Pricing Program’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

MONEY IS POLICY: ASSESSING 
SHORTCOMINGS IN THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT’S FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
GRANTS PROCESS 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Accountability held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Money is Policy: Assessing Shortcomings in the 
State Department’s Foreign Assistance Grants Proc-
ess’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

STAKEHOLDER PERSPECTIVES ON OSHA’S 
PROPOSED RULE TO UPDATE THE FIRE 
BRIGADES STANDARD 
Committee on Homeland Security: Subcommittee on 
Emergency Management and Technology held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Stakeholder Perspectives on 
OSHA’s Proposed Rule to Update the Fire Brigades 
Standard’’. Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses. 

COMBATTING THE GREY ZONE: 
EXAMINING CHINESE THREATS TO THE 
MARITIME DOMAIN 
Committee on Homeland Security: Subcommittee on 
Transportation and Maritime Security held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Combatting the Grey Zone: Examining 
Chinese Threats to the Maritime Domain’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

OVERSIGHT OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE 
Committee on the Judiciary: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of the U.S. Department 
of Justice’’. Testimony was heard from Merrick B. 
Garland, Attorney General, Department of Justice. 

EXAMINING THE PRESIDENT’S FY 2025 
BUDGET REQUEST FOR THE U.S. FOREST 
SERVICE 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on Fed-
eral Lands held a hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the 
President’s FY 2025 Budget Request for the U.S. 
Forest Service’’. Testimony was heard from Randy 
Moore, Chief, U.S. Forest Service, Department of 
Agriculture. 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on En-
ergy and Mineral Resources held a hearing on H.R. 
6395, the ‘‘Recognizing the Importance of Critical 

Minerals in Healthcare Act of 2023’’; H.R. 8446, to 
amend the Energy Act of 2020 to include critical 
materials in the definition of critical mineral, and for 
other purposes; and H.R. 8450, the ‘‘Phosphate and 
Potash Protection Act of 2024’’. Testimony was 
heard from Representative Ciscomani; Colin Wil-
liams, Mineral Resources Program Coordinator, U.S. 
Geological Survey, Department of the Interior, 
Moffett Field, California; and public witnesses. 

BIDEN’S BORDER CRISIS: EXAMINING 
EFFORTS TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL 
CRIMINAL CARTELS AND STOP ILLEGAL 
DRUG TRAFFICKING TARGETING INDIAN 
COUNTRY 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Biden’s Border Crisis: Examining Efforts to Combat 
International Criminal Cartels and Stop Illegal Drug 
Trafficking Targeting Indian Country’’. Testimony 
was heard from Darryl LaCounte Director, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Department of the Interior; Joshua 
Roberge, Chief of Police, Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, Montana; Lieutenant John Nores (Retired), 
Special Operations, Marijuana Enforcement Team, 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, California; and a 
public witness. 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE NATIONAL 
OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION BUDGET PROPOSAL 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology: Sub-
committee on Environment held a hearing entitled 
‘‘An Overview of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration Budget Proposal for Fiscal 
Year 2025’’. Testimony was heard from Rick 
Spinrad, Administrator, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, Department of Com-
merce. 

WEAPONIZING FEDERAL RESOURCES: 
EXPOSING THE SBA’S VOTER 
REGISTRATION EFFORTS 
Committee on Small Business: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Weaponizing Federal Resources: 
Exposing the SBA’S Voter Registration Efforts’’. Tes-
timony was heard from Diego Morales, Secretary of 
State, Indiana; and public witnesses. 

BONUS BLUNDER: EXAMINING VA’S 
IMPROPER DECISION TO AWARD SENIOR 
EXECUTIVES MILLIONS IN INCENTIVES 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Bonus Blunder: Examining VA’s 
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Improper Decision to Award Senior Executives Mil-
lions in Incentives’’. Testimony was heard from Mi-
chael J. Missal, Inspector General, Department of 
Veterans Affairs; and Denis R. McDonough, Sec-
retary, Department of Veterans Affairs. 

HEARING ON THE SOCIAL SECURITY 
TRUST FUNDS IN 2024 AND BEYOND 
Committee on Ways and Means: Subcommittee on So-
cial Security held a hearing entitled ‘‘Hearing on 
The Social Security Trust Funds in 2024 and Be-
yond’’. Testimony was heard from Barry Huston, 
Analyst of Social Policy, Congressional Research 
Service, Library of Congress; Stephen Goss, Chief Ac-
tuary, Social Security Administration; and Phillip 
Swagel, Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

HEARING ON REFORMING 
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE TO 
SUPPORT AMERICAN WORKERS AND 
BUSINESSES 
Committee on Ways and Means: Subcommittee on 
Work and Welfare held a hearing entitled ‘‘Hearing 
on Reforming Unemployment Insurance to Support 
American Workers and Businesses’’. Testimony was 
heard from public witnesses. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: Sub-
committee on National Intelligence Enterprise held 
a markup on legislation on the FY 2025 Intelligence 
Authorization Act. Legislation on the FY 2025 In-
telligence Authorization Act was forwarded to the 
full Committee, without amendment. This markup 
was closed. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: Sub-
committee on Defense Intelligence and Overhead Ar-
chitecture held a markup on legislation on the FY 
2025 Intelligence Authorization Act. Legislation on 
the FY 2025 Intelligence Authorization Act was for-
warded to the full Committee, without amendment. 
This markup was closed. 

Joint Meetings 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Joint Economic Committee: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine artificial intelligence and its po-
tential to fuel economic growth and improve govern-
ance, after receiving testimony from Jen Gaudioso, 
Director, Center for Computing Research, Sandia 
National Laboratories, National Nuclear Security 
Administration, Department of Energy; Brian J. Mil-
ler, American Enterprise Institute, and Adam 
Thierer, R Street Institute, both of Washington, 

D.C.; and Ayanna Howard, The Ohio State Univer-
sity, Columbus. 

SUPPORTING GEORGIA’S SOVEREIGNTY 
AND DEMOCRACY 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: Com-
mission concluded a hearing to examine supporting 
Georgia’s sovereignty and democracy, after receiving 
testimony from Ivane Chkhikvadze, European En-
dowment for Democracy; Natalie Sabanadze, Chat-
ham House; and William Courtney, RAND Cor-
poration. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 5, 2024 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on the Budget: to hold hearings to examine 

how climate is already challenging insurance markets, 10 
a.m., SD–608. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: to hold an 
oversight hearing to examine the budget of the Federal 
Highway Administration, 10 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine revi-
talizing and renewing GSP, AGOA and other trade pref-
erence programs, 10 a.m., SD–215. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
to hold hearings to examine streamlining the Federal cy-
bersecurity regulatory process, focusing on the path to 
harmonization, 10 a.m., SD–342. 

Committee on the Judiciary: to hold hearings to examine 
pending calendar nominations, 10 a.m., SD–226. 

Subcommittee on Competition Policy, Antitrust, and 
Consumer Rights, to hold hearings to examine strength-
ening United States economic leadership, focusing on the 
role of competition in enhancing economic resiliency, 3 
p.m., SD–226. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: with the Special Com-
mittee on Aging, to hold a joint hearing to examine he-
roes at home, focusing on improving services for veterans 
and their caregivers, 10 a.m., SD–G50. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: to hold hearings to exam-
ine the nomination of John Bradford Wiegmann, of the 
District of Columbia, to be General Counsel of the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence, 2:30 p.m., 
SH–216. 

Special Committee on Aging: with the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, to hold a joint hearing to examine heroes 
at home, focusing on improving services for veterans and 
their caregivers, 10 a.m., SD–G50. 

House 
Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Defense, 

markup on the Subcommittee on Defense Appropriations 
Bill, FY 2025, 8 a.m., H–140 Capitol. This markup is 
closed. 
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Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment, markup on the Subcommittee on Financial Serv-
ices and General Government Appropriations Bill, FY 
2025, 8:30 a.m., 2358–A Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Subcommittee on Digital 
Assets, Financial Technology and Inclusion, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Next Generation Infrastructure: How Tokenization 
of Real-World Assets Will Facilitate Efficient Markets’’, 
9 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 
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* These figures include all measures reported, even if there was no accom-
panying report. A total of 31 written reports have been filed in the Senate, 
196 reports have been filed in the House. 

Résumé of Congressional Activity 
SECOND SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 

The first table gives a comprehensive résumé of all legislative business transacted by the Senate and House. 
The second table accounts for all nominations submitted to the Senate by the President for Senate confirmation. 

DATA ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 

January 3 through May 31, 2024 

Senate House Total 
Days in session .................................... 82 75 . . 
Time in session ................................... 441 hrs, 53′ 293 hrs, 4′ . . 
Congressional Record: 

Pages of proceedings ................... 3,913 3,543 . . 
Extensions of Remarks ................ . . 576 . . 

Public bills enacted into law ............... 10 20 30 
Private bills enacted into law .............. . . . . . . 
Bills in conference ............................... . . . . . . 
Measures passed, total ......................... 188 263 451 

Senate bills .................................. 42 12 . . 
House bills .................................. 20 193 . . 
Senate joint resolutions ............... 3 1 . . 
House joint resolutions ............... 2 2 . . 
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 7 6 . . 
House concurrent resolutions ...... 7 9 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 107 40 . . 

Measures reported, total ...................... *86 192 278 
Senate bills .................................. 73 . . . . 
House bills .................................. 9 170 . . 
Senate joint resolutions ............... . . . . . . 
House joint resolutions ............... . . 3 . . 
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 1 . . . . 
House concurrent resolutions ...... . . 1 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 3 18 . . 

Special reports ..................................... 3 4 . . 
Conference reports ............................... . . . . . . 
Measures pending on calendar ............. 300 74 . . 
Measures introduced, total .................. 1,123 2,087 3,210 

Bills ............................................. 877 1,680 . . 
Joint resolutions .......................... 37 56 . . 
Concurrent resolutions ................ 12 28 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 197 323 . . 

Quorum calls ....................................... 5 1 . . 
Yea-and-nay votes ............................... 182 172 . . 
Recorded votes .................................... . . 59 . . 
Bills vetoed ......................................... 1 2 . . 
Vetoes overridden ................................ . . . . . . 

DISPOSITION OF EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

January 3 through May 31, 2024 

Civilian nominees, totaling 298 (including 95 nominees carried over 
from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 100 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 195 
Withdrawn .................................................................................... 3 

Other Civilian nominees, totaling 1,205 (including 745 nominees 
carried over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 781 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 344 
Withdrawn .................................................................................... 80 

Air Force nominees, totaling 3,139 (including 111 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 2,986 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 153 

Army nominees, totaling 5,017 (including 1,906 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 3,968 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 1,049 

Navy nominees, totaling 1,027 (including 7 nominees carried over 
from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 207 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 820 

Marine Corps nominees, totaling 152 (including 6 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 147 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 5 

Space Force nominees, totaling 13 (including 2 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 12 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 1 

Summary 

Total nominees carried over from the First Session ............................... 2,872 
Total nominees received this Session ..................................................... 7,979 
Total confirmed ..................................................................................... 8,201 
Total unconfirmed ................................................................................. 2,567 
Total withdrawn .................................................................................... 83 
Total returned to the White House ...................................................... 0 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Wednesday, June 5 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Judith E. Pipe, of the District 
of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia, post-cloture, and vote 
on confirmation of the nomination at noon. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Judith E. 
Pipe, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the nomination of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan, of 
Maryland, to be Representative of the United States of 
America to the African Union, with the rank and status 
of Ambassador. 

Following the vote on the motion to invoke cloture on 
the nomination of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan, Senate will 
resume consideration of the motion to proceed to consid-
eration of S. 4381, Right to Contraception Act, and vote 
on the motion to invoke cloture thereon at 3:45 p.m. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

9 a.m., Wednesday, June 5 

House Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Complete consideration of 
H.R. 8580—Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2025. 

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue 
HOUSE 

Burgess, Michael C., Tex., E589 
Carter, Troy A., La., E589, E591 
Cohen, Steve, Tenn., E586 
Diaz-Balart, Mario, Fla., E588 
Feenstra, Randy, Iowa E590 

Kean, Thomas H., Jr., N.J., E590 
Kelly, Trent, Miss., E590, E591 
Luetkemeyer, Blaine, Mo., E585, E586, E588, E588 
McHenry, Patrick T., N.C., E591 
Miller-Meeks, Mariannette, Iowa, E587 
Moskowitz, Jared, Fla., E585, E587, E588 
Raskin, Jamie, Md., E586 

Spanberger, Abigail Davis, Va., E591 
Thompson, Bennie G., Miss., E585, E586, E587, E588, 

E588, E589, E590, E590, E591, E592 
Thompson, Mike, Calif., E585, E587 
Wilson, Joe, S.C., E587 
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