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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BENTZ).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 25, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CLIFF
BENTZ to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

———

NO AMERICAN CAN AFFORD THE
COSTS AND RISKS OF AN OPEN
BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, last month more than 170,000
illegal immigrants crossed at our
southern border.

More than the populations of the
Pennsylvania counties of Mifflin,
Perry, Juniata, Fulton, and Bedford
combined crossed last month.

Instead of securing our border and
protecting our sovereignty, President
Biden has systematically destroyed the
border security measures put in place
by President Trump.

By ending the remain in Mexico pol-
icy, by instituting procedures to allow
for mass asylum, and allowing those
with suspected connections to ter-
rorism to enter into our country,
President Biden has put every Amer-
ican family at risk.

Pennsylvania families and no Amer-
ican can afford the costs and the risks
of an open border.

It is time to pass legislation that
fully funds our Border Patrol and
equips them with the personnel, the
tools, and the training that they need
to confront the crisis that continues to
this day at our southern border.

WE CANNOT PROTECT OUR NATION WITH FAILED
LEADERSHIP

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as adversaries like Russia and
North Korea continue to forge new re-
lationships and as Iranian-backed ter-
rorists continue to attack our ships in
the Middle East, it has become clear
that President Biden’s weak and inef-
fective foreign policy has failed the
American people.

From the disastrous withdrawal from
Afghanistan to the inability to stop
Chinese-led cyberattacks, President
Biden has shown time and time again
that he is not able to do the work that
is required of the Commander in Chief.

We know that weakness only invites
aggression, and under President
Trump’s leadership, our Nation was re-
spected on the world stage. It is time
to fulfill our commitment to creating a
Nation that is safe and to provide our
military with the support needed to
protect, to train, to equip, and ade-
quately pay our servicemembers.

We cannot protect our Nation with
failed leadership, and we cannot Kkeep
Americans safe while President Biden
continues to fail in his duty to deter
our adversaries.

IT IS TIME FOR CONGRESS TO
ENHANCE SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about the
Nation’s number one antipoverty pro-
gram for the elderly and the number
one antipoverty program for our Na-
tion’s children, which is Social Secu-
rity.

Mr. Speaker, I am here today to talk
about why we need to vote in this
Chamber and why we need to take ac-
tion. Astoundingly, Congress hasn’t
taken action in over 53 years, which
may surprise the members in the gal-
lery and you as well, Mr. Speaker.

Richard Nixon was President of the
United States the last time Congress
enhanced Social Security. Congress is
the only body that can do this. The
President can’t do it through executive
order, and it is nothing that the Su-
preme Court is going to take up. Only
Members of this institution can help
out people.

There are more than 70 million So-
cial Security recipients in the country
today, Mr. Speaker. More than 10,000
baby boomers a day become eligible for
Social Security, and we haven’'t en-
hanced a benefit for them in over 53
years.

Now, the Republican Study Com-
mittee has come up with a plan. They
say what we need to do is cut $1.5 tril-
lion out of Social Security over the
next 10 years, and they say they want
to raise the age.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, for every
year you raise the age, that is a 7 per-
cent cut in benefits. Raising the age to
70 is a 21 percent across-the-board cut
to people that haven’t had a benefit en-
hancement since 1971.

I don’t know how that makes any
sense, given the needs of our senior
citizens and also, quite frankly, given
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the needs of our children. Also, more
veterans rely on Social Security dis-
ability than they do on the VA.

That is why we have proposed Social
Security 2100, which will enhance So-
cial Security across the board for ev-
eryone. Let no one work all their lives
and retire into poverty.

Currently, more than 5.5 million peo-
ple who have paid into Social Security
and worked all their lives get below-
poverty-level checks from the United
States Government. That is unfair.
That is unjust. That is wrong, and Con-
gress needs to take action.

If you just want to say how much you
like Social Security, but you don’t
have a plan and you don’t want to vote,
then you are not doing anything for
Social Security and you are content
with its cuts.

If you want a study commission as
some have said, what is it that you are
going to study? What is it that you
don’t know about the last 51 years?
People at home at their kitchen tables
pretty clearly know that Congress
needs to act and enhance Social Secu-
rity and increase the benefits that
haven’t been given to them in more
than 53 years. It is outrageous.

More Americans need to know about
it, but Congress needs to act. The Ways
and Means Committee has cognizance
over Social Security. We should be tak-
ing this up.

If you have got a better idea than our
plan to enhance Social Security, by all
means bring it out. By all means, let’s
have a debate on it. For God’s sake,
don’t we owe the American people a
vote? Aren’t they entitled to know
where their Members of Congress stand
and what their plan is?

Mr. Speaker, it might amaze you to
know that over 193,000 recipients of So-
cial Security are in your district, and
that brings in $324 million monthly to
your constituents.

Where do they spend that money?
They spend it right back in the district
at the local pharmacy, at the local gro-
cery store, paying for their rent, their
mortgages, putting gas in their auto-
mobile. This is one of the best eco-
nomic development programs that
every Member of Congress benefits
from and their constituents as well.

It is long overdue for the United
States Congress to act. All we are ask-
ing for is to put out your plan and have
a vote.

————

RECOGNIZING KERMIT WOMACK, A
LEGEND IN ARKANSAS BROAD-
CASTING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a legend in Arkan-
sas broadcasting who has decided to re-
tire after more than 70 years of out-
standing service to the industry, and
the last nearly 45 years as the owner
and operator of KURM Radio in Rog-
ers, Arkansas.
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Mr. Speaker, he is not just a career
broadcaster, he is my father, Kermit
Womack, or ‘“The Colonel,” as we all
know him.

Kermit grew up in rural Arkansas
just outside the small town of Danville.
It should be noted that on that little
farm in the Ranger community, he
didn’t enjoy the modern conveniences
of life: no electricity, no indoor plumb-
ing, no car.

He picked cotton for mere dollars a
day to earn money to buy school
clothes. My dad knew what it was like
to be poor.

Dad was a great speaker. Through
the FFA organization, he competed in
public speaking. It was that gift that
gave him an opportunity to go to col-
lege, and it was in college that he
joined the Army ROTC program.

Commissioned in 1957, the year I was
born, my dad began a 36-year career in
the National Guard. He also worked at
the local radio station in Russellville
to help support his family.

His broadcast career took him to
Lexington, Missouri, for 5 years, then
to Moberly, Missouri, for 11 years. It
was there at KWIX/KRES in Moberly
that he became the broadcast voice of
the local junior college basketball
team.

The Moberly Greyhounds, under Cot-
ton Fitzsimmons, won two national ti-
tles during that time, both in 1966 and
‘67, with Kermit providing the descrip-
tion for the fans unable to make the
trip. As sales manager, he practiced
and he perfected the kind of radio that
reflected the interests of his area.

In 1973, Kermit returned to Arkansas
and became the general manager of the
station where it all began: KXRJ, now
KARV. There he brought true commu-
nity involvement radio to that region.
He was even the play-by-play voice for
my high school football games. I cher-
ish those recordings.

Soon Kermit began to yearn for his
own station and in 1979, we founded
KURM Radio in Rogers, Arkansas. On
November 9, 1979, at noon, KURM took
the air for the first time.

Mr. Speaker, in the last nearly 45
years, KURM has been the regional
voice of northwest Arkansas, south-
west Missouri, and northeast OKkla-
homa with its booming AM signal. In
the early years, he added FM service as
well.

Local talk shows like a free want-ad
program ‘‘Dial-A-Trade,”” his personal
talk show ‘‘Party Line,”” and his unique
style of broadcasting covering local
events, daily news, weather, and
sports, with a special emphasis on pro-
duction agriculture, has been so vital
to our local economy. You would hear
him, live weekly, broadcasting from
the local cattle auction.

KURM was unique. No other station
did what KURM did, but it was hard
work and required dedicated people to
perform such a unique service.

Mr. Speaker, times have changed.
The habits of consumers have changed.
As time has marched on, the respon-
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sibilities fell more and more on The
Colonel and very recently at 89 years of
age, health issues have begun to catch
up with him.

So, come Monday, this Monday, July
1, The Colonel will sign off for the final
time, and KURM, the last of a van-
ishing breed of stations, will retire
with him. It will mark the end of an
era, and it will most certainly leave a
void for his listeners.

Today, Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart but a grateful heart that I
recognize and congratulate my dad,
Kermit Womack, for his contributions
to the broadcast industry and the com-
munities he has called home. It will be
sad not to hear his signature signoff:
Agree or disagree, we are still going to
be friends. You take care. Have your-
selves a great day. We love you.

The Bible says in the Book of Mat-
thew: ‘“Well done, good and faithful
servant.” That is a fitting Scripture
for a man who has given more than 70
years of his life to his community and
Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I will say to my dad:
Colonel, we are proud of you. We are
going to miss your service to your
country and your fellow man. May God
richly bless you in retirement.

————
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FAIRNESS IN REDISTRICTING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. NICKEL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, last week,
I joined the All Veteran Group to raise
awareness and draw attention to my
bill, the FAIR MAPS Act, by skydiving
from 14,000 feet in Cumberland County,
North Carolina, just outside of Fort
Liberty. I was proud to elevate the
issue of partisan gerrymandering to
new heights and call out the need for
fair maps in North Carolina and across
the country.

My bill, the FAIR MAPS Act, com-
bats partisan gerrymandering by estab-
lishing independent, nonpartisan redis-
tricting commissions in every State.
The FAIR MAPS Act has the potential
to double the number of competitive
House seats. If signed into law, that is
a big deal.

In North Carolina and across the
country, partisan gerrymandering has
been used as a tool by politicians to
manipulate the outcomes with surgical
precision. Gerrymandering disenfran-
chises voters and leads to hyper-par-
tisanship. It is the main reason we are
on track to be the least productive
Congress in our Nation’s history.

It is simple. Voters should choose
their politicians, not the other way
around. While my name won’t be on
the ballot this year, I am not giving up
or going out quietly. I am going to do
everything I can to fight for fair maps,
end partisan gerrymandering, and pro-
tect the right to vote for every single
North Carolinian.
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WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, this week
was the second anniversary of the rul-
ing in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, which overturned
Roe v. Wade in an extreme attack on
women’s rights in America.

In North Carolina, the aftermath of
the Dobbs decision has been dev-
astating. In July 2023, North Carolina’s
Republican majority general assembly
enacted a law prohibiting abortion
after 12 weeks with few exceptions and
mandated in-person, State-directed
counseling 3 days before the procedure.

Other States have outlawed abortion
and similar reproductive health serv-
ices altogether. In Alabama, a State
Supreme Court ruling has effectively
stopped access to in vitro fertilization,
or IVF.

I am pro-choice and a committed
member of the House Pro-Choice Cau-
cus. I want my daughter to grow up in
a world where she has the same rights
that her mother and grandmother had
for the last 50 years. I will continue
working in Congress to restore and pro-
tect the right to choose by codifying
Roe v. Wade into Federal law.

DIVERSITY IS OUR STRENGTH

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, former
President Donald Trump recently told
wealthy donors and CEOs that foreign
nationals who graduate from U.S. col-
leges and universities should automati-
cally be given a green card. After doing
nothing on immigration reform for 4
years, he is a bit late to the party.

Unlike the former President, I be-
lieve that diversity is our strength.
That is why I introduced the bipartisan
Keep STEM Talent Act in September
to provide permanent resident status
to international students who have
completed advanced STEM degrees
from U.S. educational institutions and
are interested in continuing their work
in the United States. They should
automatically be given a green card.

To remain at the forefront of cut-
ting-edge scientific and technological
innovation, we should ensure that
international students who come to
North Carolina for higher education
can stay in the United States once
they graduate.

This commonsense effort will help
ensure that America retains its posi-
tion as the world leader in science and
technology by retaining talented work-
ers in the STEM workforce. Let’s get
this done in a bipartisan way and move
it through this Congress.

ACCESS TO SAFE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, more than
343,000 households in North Carolina
spend over half of their monthly in-
come on rent, leaving too little for
other expenses like healthcare, trans-
portation, and groceries. Access to safe
and affordable housing is essential to
the well-being of working families and
individuals in North Carolina and
throughout the country.

That is why I am proud to introduce
the Keep Housing Affordable Act. The
Keep Housing Affordable Act is a cru-
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cial solution that incentivizes devel-
opers to maintain the affordability of
homes for a long time to come.

My bill will bolster and expand the
low-income housing tax credit, which
currently only requires affordable
housing units to remain affordable for
30 years. My bill will provide incen-
tives for units to remain affordable for
decades to come.

This will help boost the affordable
housing supply, enhance home quality,
and create long-term stability for low-
and middle-income communities across
North Carolina’s 13th District. I will
keep working to put forth common-
sense ideas and solutions to lower
housing costs and increase the supply
of affordable housing.

————

HONORING JOHN WILEY WROTEN,
JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SELF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor John Wiley Wroten, Jr.,
Texas’ Third Congressional District’s
Service Academy Nomination Board
chairman, upon his retirement after 33
years of service to our nomination
board.

John Wroten began his life of service
as a member of the Naval Academy
class of 1965, and after a 13-month tour
of duty in Vietnam, he completed his
military service as a captain in the
Marine Corps. John became a vice
president at H. Ross Perot’s Electronic
Data Systems, where he also met his
wife, Leahray.

Throughout his life, John has made
considerable contributions to our dis-
trict and State by leading the develop-
ment of the Legacy Town Center, by
serving as chairman of the Plano
Chamber of Commerce, and by serving
as a board member of the Plano and
Allen campuses of the Texas Health
Resources Hospital.

Of particular note is his service as
chairman of the McKinney National
Airport. John was instrumental in
transforming it from a small, local air-
port into a significant economic driver
for McKinney.

Additionally, John served as a board
member for the National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum in OKkla-
homa City where he spearheaded the
museum’s mission of preserving and in-
terpreting the culture of the American
West.

Mr. Speaker, 33 years ago, John ac-
cepted the responsibility for chairing
the Texas Third District Nomination
Board. Three consecutive Congressmen
have depended on John’s wisdom, expe-
rience, and commitment to excellence
as they endeavored to select and guide
young men and women aspiring to
serve our Nation in the United States’
service academies.

John’s dedication to his community
and country exemplifies the best of
American patriotism and service to
others. With great respect, I commend
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John Wiley Wroten, Jr., for his 33 years
of exemplary service, dedication, and
effective contributions. I extend my
deepest gratitude and best wishes to
John and Leahray as they embark on
the next chapter of their lives. May
God bless them both for their selfless
service and dedication to our commu-
nity and country.

RECOGNIZING SERVICE ACADEMY APPOINTEES

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to salute our soldiers of tomorrow, the
service-bound academy students of the
Third Congressional District of Texas.
This district of Texas is home to some
of the best and the brightest young
people, and it is always an honor to
recommend such fine students to our
Nation’s service academies. I am con-
fident that they are ready to join the
premier service academies and ulti-
mately serve with the best of the
United States Armed Forces.

This year, Texas’ Third District is
going to send six cadets to the United
States Military Academy, two mid-
shipmen to the United States Naval
Academy, four cadets to the United
States Air Force Academy, three mid-
shipmen to the United States Merchant
Marine Academy, two candidates to
the United States Military Academy
Preparatory School, one candidate to
the United States Military Academy
Civil Preparatory School, one can-
didate to the Naval Academy Pre-
paratory School, and two candidates to
the United States Air Force Academy
Preparatory School.

To these 15 appointees and 6 pre-
paratory candidates, God bless them.
God bless America. I salute them.

To the United States Military Acad-
emy: Jack Alexander Clutter, David
Ross Graham, Chelsie Son, Samantha
Jean Tillson, Jayden Prescott Walker,
and Nicholas David Yarad.

To the United States Naval Acad-
emy: Pope Akanna and Duncan Keith
Sullivan.

To the United States Air Force Acad-
emy: Jonah Rae Aron Bowman, Julia
Chang, DeSean Caleb Davis, and Jalen
Joshua Davis.

To the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy: Timothy Maximilian
Koeppl, Rhett Ownby Sawyer, and
Parker Lenwood Tinsley.

To the United States Military Acad-
emy Preparatory School: Nathan
Ooreoluwa Adejokun and Khristian L.
Turner.

To the United States Military Acad-
emy Civil Preparatory School: Blake
Ryan McKenna.

To the United States Naval Academy
Preparatory School: Nickole Sophia
Rios.

To the United States Air Force Acad-
emy Preparatory School: Taylor Rae
Carroll and Corbin Benzi Glass.

I congratulate each of them.

————
HONORING TERRI LEGIERSKI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. KENNEDY) for 56 minutes.
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Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 19, 2024, western New York, the
Communications Workers of America,
and organized labor lost a towering fig-
ure: Terri Legierski.

Terri was a prominent member of
CWA Local 1133 in Buffalo. She served
as the legislative and political direc-
tor, working tirelessly to further the
ideas of union advocacy and workers’
rights across the region, the State, and
the Nation.

Terri was widely known for her en-
ergy and positivity in the fight for the
labor movement. She was passionate
and endlessly dedicated to the cause.
Her work wasn’t limited just to words,
although she had no qualms in telling
you what was on her mind.

It was also evident in her actions.
Terri was committed to making things
better for the next generation of work-
ers, and she refused to take ‘“no”’ for an
answer.

As an elected official, I had the honor
of knowing Terri for many years, and I
had the privilege of calling her my
friend. With Terri, you knew that she
was going to fight until the end, and
that extended to the political arena. If
she believed in a candidate and their
values, she was going to do everything
in her power to ensure that they won.

She helped to form the political land-
scape of western New York from city
councils to mayors, town boards to su-
pervisors, county legislators and execu-
tives, State assembly members and
Senators, and Members of Congress.

Whether it was a reception, a rally,
or a picket line, Terri could work a
crowd better than anyone. She was not
the tallest person, but finding her was
never a struggle because she would be
front and center with a beaming smile
and always dressed to impress in her
CWA red.

I vividly remember her outside
Mercy Hospital in south Buffalo during
the Catholic Health strike, fighting
with every ounce of strength she could
muster to make sure that the workers’
demands were heard loud and clear,
and you know what? They were, with
the workers soon after coming to a
hard-fought and well-deserved agree-
ment with the hospital system, ensur-
ing not just fair pay and benefits for a
hard day’s work, but just as impor-
tantly, ensuring safer nurse-to-patient
ratios because they knew that safe
staffing saves lives. It is because of her
work securing that contract, Terri
Legierski saved lives.

As a former State Senator, one of the
highlights of any legislative session
was ACA’s advocacy days. She would
be there with her brothers and sisters
in labor, advocating for critical legisla-
tion and teaching new members why
civic engagement is so important.

Terri and I were always connected in
the struggle for workers’ rights and
better healthcare environments for the
workforce, which provided for better
outcomes for those that they cared for.
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Whether that is safe patient han-
dling, safe staffing, helping striking
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workers get access to unemployment
benefits, or raising the minimum wage,
if it was good for workers, Terri fought
tooth and nail for it. Her track record
speaks for itself. Every one of those
issues was addressed by the New York
State legislature.

In her final months, Terri worked
through her illness, never letting the
struggle for workers’ rights take a
back seat to her own needs.

In Terri’s last days, she commu-
nicated that one of her greatest regrets
in passing on was that she would not be
there to watch me be sworn in on the
floor of the House of Representatives.

However, Terri was very much in this
room on May 6. Her spirit continues to
be with us and resonates in the work
that we do each and every day, as it
will be as we carry on her legacy in the
fight for workers and for the rights of
organized labor everywhere.

She is survived by her husband,
Mike; children, Tommy and Megan;
daughter-in-law, Veronica; and grand-
children, Landon and Declan.

To Terri’s immediate and extended
family, all of western New York and
supporters of organized labor mourn
with you, and we thank you for sharing
such a genuine and magnificent soul
with us.

The world is a better place because
Terri Legierski worked to make it so,
and in her memory, we will continue
that movement forward. May she rest
in peace.

———

CONGRATULATING TENNESSEE
VOLUNTEERS ON WINNING 2024
COLLEGE BASEBALL WORLD SE-
RIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to honor and congratulate the 2024 Col-
lege Baseball World Series champions,
the Tennessee Volunteers.

The Big Orange got the job done last
night, capping off a thrilling three-
game series win in Omaha to complete
a 60-win season and the first number
one national seed to win the title since
1999.

Congratulations to Head Coach Tony
Vitello, who has led the Volunteers to
five straight NCAA tournaments, three
College World Series appearances in 4
years, and the program’s first-ever na-
tional title.

It was truly a team effort to reach
this remarkable achievement. I include
in the RECORD the names of the play-
ers, coaches, and support staff.

COACHES

Tony Vitello—Head Coach

Josh Elander—Associate Head Coach/Re-
cruiting Coordinator

Frank Anderson—Assistant Coach/Pitching

Richard Jackson—Assistant Coach

Luke Bonfield—Director of Player Devel-
opment

Parker Serrano—Student Assistant Coach

PLAYERS

Christian Moore
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Ariel Antigua
Alex Perry
Cannon Peebles
Bradke Lohry
Nate Snead
Dylan Dreiling
Hunter Ensley
Cal Stark
Billy Amick
Ethan Payne
Reese Chapman
Charlie Taylor
JJ Garcia
Dalton Bargo
Robin Villeneuve
AJ Causey
Andrew Behnke
Colby Backus
Kavares Tears
Dean Curley
Blake Burke
Chris Stamos
Aaron Combs
Brady Robertson
Stone Lawless
Austin Hunley
Drew Beam
AJ Russell
Derek Schaefer
Kirby Connell
Blake Grimmer
Dylan Loy
Hunter High
Camden Bates
Luke Payne
Marcus Phillips
Matthew Davis
Brayden Sharp
Zander Sechrist
SUPPORT STAFF

Quentin Eberhardt—Director of Baseball
Sports Performance

Sean McCann—Video Coordinator

Zach Stovall—Director of Analytics

Jeff Wood—Associate Director of Sports
Medicine-Baseball

Chad Zurcher—Director of Baseball Oper-
ations

Adam Low—Assistant Director of Baseball
Operations

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, what a way
to make Tennessee proud. I congratu-
late the 2024 Tennessee Volunteers. The
kings of college baseball reside on
Rocky Top.

PROTECTING THE UNBORN

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
marked 2 years since the Supreme
Court decision that restored the right
to life for so many individuals. Since
the Dobbs v. Jackson decision, an esti-
mated 200,902 unborn children’s lives
have been protected. This is a tremen-
dous achievement.

Despite these major milestones in
the fight to protect the lives of the un-
born, Democrats across this country
continue their efforts to allow for lim-
itless abortions and their disgusting
desire to make America one of the
most pro-abortion countries in the en-
tire world.

It is no secret. They are saying the
quiet part out loud.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats plan to abol-
ish the Senate filibuster and pass legis-
lation to ban States from having laws
that protect unborn children and man-
date all-trimester abortion in every
State up until the moment a baby is
born. This is unconscionable.

Thankfully, Tennesseans agreed and
took decisive action to protect chil-
dren. Since the Volunteer State’s pro-
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life protections went into place, more
than 12,000 lives have been protected
annually. That is more than 24,000 new
Tennesseans who are a gift to this
world and that otherwise would not
have been given a chance just a little
over 2 years ago.

As a Christian, a father of two boys,
and a husband, I always stand up for
what is right and try to be a voice for
the voiceless. At a time in our world’s
history where there are so many evils,
I can’t think of many that are worse
than the horror of abortion.

That is why I am proud to have
fought alongside countless others to
overturn Roe v. Wade, pass pro-life leg-
islation in this House, and fight back
against the White House’s desire to
allow for on-demand, taxpayer-funded
abortion. Mr. Speaker, this is certainly
a cause worthy of fighting for.

——

HONORING TWO PENNSYLVANIANS
FOR THEIR SERVICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor a local
World War II veteran in my district.

At 108 years old, Al Klugiewicz of
Erie, Pennsylvania, embodies the spirit
of America. I had a chance to meet
with Al last week during the district
work period. He is truly an inspiration.
In fact, he is also the 13th oldest living
man in the United States.

I sat and visited with him while he
was in a hospital bed, and believe me,
he is still sharp. He was talking to me
about all the Presidents he served
under.

He said: You know what, Rep? I was
a member of the cavalry.

I said: That is interesting, Al. Why
the cavalry?

He said: Because I got tired of walk-
ing. I would rather ride a horse.

He talked to me about his horse. He
said the horse’s name was Napoleon,
and the horse was a great horse. In
fact, he said he got to ride that horse
when FDR had his second inaugura-
tion.

You look at this man and see him
lying there in a bed but remembering
the names of Presidents from decades
ago. His dedication to his country was
evident. He talked about Normandy
and what happened on those beaches in
those days.

Now, I had the honor of being there a
couple of weeks ago when we com-
memorated the 80th anniversary of
Normandy. I wish all Americans could
have been there to see the number of
people, the French people, who were
just so over-the-top thankful and
grateful for what our country did for
them in World War II.

I like to think that somehow those
types of things raise in us a political
awareness, a love for our country that
is always the first responder to any-
thing that goes wrong in the country.
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This man, Al Klugiewicz, 108 years
old, spoke of America with great love
and tenderness. He talked about his
family. He talked about building a
house, his own house. He built it him-
self.

He talked about going to work for GE
in Erie when he got back from the war
for 43 cents an hour. He talked end-
lessly about the colleagues he had and
about the times he had, but more than
anything else, he talked about his grat-
itude for being an American. He talked
about the love he has for this country,
for this Nation, and for the people he
served so well.

Now, at 108 years old, Al is not plan-
ning on having many more birthdays.
When I finally left him, I said: Listen,
I want you to know, I will be praying
for you.

He said: You know what, Congress-
man, I want you to know I will be pray-
ing for you, and I will be praying for
our country because she is in great
need of prayer right now.

That is a man who is 108 years old.
His love of country, his service to
country, his sacrifice to country, that
is the type of person we want all of us
to be.

Mr. Speaker, on a more somber note,
I also have a friend who passed away.
His name is Tim Schell. We just talked
about Al Klugiewicz being 108. Tim
passed away at the age of 72.

Tim Schell was an incredible person.
He gave his entire life to helping oth-
ers.

In 1983, he opened TMS Physical
Therapy in Grove City, Pennsylvania,
owning the operation and operating the
practice. He later expanded the busi-
ness to include clinics across our dis-
trict.

Tim served in leadership positions for
the Pennsylvania Physical Therapy As-
sociation, American Physical Therapy
Association, and on the Pennsylvania
State Board of Physical Therapy. He
was a tireless political advocate for his
profession, championing legislative
changes that have shaped the physical
therapy industry.

In his personal life, Tim was dedi-
cated to high school sports in Mercer
County, where he served on the Mercer
County Hall of Fame Board of Direc-
tors from 1996 to 2012.

This man gave generously. He always
told me, MIKE, I don’t want anybody
giving me any credit for this. Please,
anonymously, let’s just look at it this
way because that is what all of us
should be doing. It is not that you have
to be recognized. The fact is that you
have to recognize those in need and try
to do everything you can to help them.

Today, I had the opportunity to cele-
brate two incredible people, one who
has celebrated his 108th birthday and
the other whose loss at 72 years old we
mourn.

Is it not time for all Americans to
take a step back and be thankful for
everything we have been blessed with
in our lives? It is incredible to me that
this country has been blessed with so
much for so long by so many.
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The best time I had last week was
with Al Klugiewicz at 108 years old and
talking about his horse Napoleon. He
told me about a toast he gave to Napo-
leon, ‘‘Hurray for Napoleon. Yay!”’ This
is a man 108 years old, lying in a bed
talking to me. I hope that I am able to
embody that spirit as I grow older.

At the end of it all, though, we are
truly blessed. We are truly honored to
be able to take the time to honor these
people.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 40
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Almighty and holy God, You are our
God, and we earnestly seek for You.

From deep within our being, there is
a longing for You. Like thirst in a dry
and tired desert, so we, weary of war-
fare, overwhelmed by these many days
void of peace, long for the renewal that
comes only from You. We cry to You
from our wilderness of uncertainty and
unrest and pray the respite of Your
presence.

Breathe again Your spirit into our
spirits. Form our minds to seek You.
Turn our hearts that we would again
love You; that in our disquiet and rest-
lessness, we would once more find our
rest in You; in our hunger and hope-
lessness, we would seek to discover the
eternal satisfaction only You can pro-
vide.

Place now Your hand on our lives and
guide us in this day ahead, so that how-
ever we may falter or fail, Your ever-
lasting arms underneath will uphold us
in our service to You in this place.

In Your eternal name, we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. EDWARDS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
UNPAID LOCAL HEROES

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to point out how, once again, the
Biden administration is failing Amer-
ica.

When emergency strikes, who an-
swers the call? Well, I can tell you in
western North Carolina that it is usu-
ally the brave men and women who
serve in our rural volunteer fire depart-
ments. It is these unpaid local heroes
who save American lives and protect
our property.

Volunteer fire departments are strug-
gling to keep up. Recruitment is down,
call volume is up, and there is little
money to replace old equipment. Now,
to add insult to injury, OSHA is pro-
posing a rule that will effectively oblit-
erate these critical organizations serv-
ing the majority of America.

This rule will add complex operating
and reporting requirements, as well as
costly and unrealistic equipment re-
placement requirements. The rule for
these volunteer departments doesn’t
consider that they do not have the re-
sources to continue to spend money on
bureaucracy. Yet, this OSHA rule
would be detrimental to American pub-
lic safety and the volunteer fire model
that serves us today. I urge the Biden
administration to reconsider its pro-
posal.

——————

HONORING JACOB ELLIS

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, I
attended the funeral of Jacob Ellis,
who devastatingly passed away at the
age of 15 after a brief but vicious
course of cancer.

Jacob lived his all-too-brief life to
the fullest, volunteering with local ani-
mal shelters, traveling the world to
ride roller coasters, and baking des-
serts for his friends and family.

My heart goes out to the Born and
Ellis families and to all families
touched by pediatric cancer, which has
left a hole in far too many hearts. Al-
most every week, I am visited here by
advocates for pediatric cancer research
funding. I can think of no cause more
worthy.

In honor of Jacob and so many other
young people who have passed all too
soon, I am honored to be cosponsoring
an amendment to the Defense appro-
priations bill allocating $2 million for
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research on pediatric brain cancer and
spinal cord tumors.

I will also work to make sure that we
are developing medications and thera-
pies for our youngest cancer patients
that do not themselves cause residual
injury or illness. I have heard from so
many who developed a new cancer from
a toxic medication they were given as
a child.

May Jacob’s memory be a blessing,
and may we never stop working until
we have eradicated pediatric cancer
from our world.

———

THE CRISIS ALONG THE
SOUTHERN BORDER

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, after 3%
years of open-border policies, the Biden
administration has turned every State
in the Union into a border State.

On Monday, the special agent in
charge of the FBI field office in Albu-
querque was asked about the rise in vi-
olence and drug trafficking in New
Mexico. He placed the blame squarely
on the crisis along our southern border.

He said, in part: ‘“Part of the problem

. is we have an incomplete border.
There is no structure that separates
our country from Mexico.”

He rightfully noted some are crossing
in search of a better life, while others
are crossing to avoid consequences and
to commit crime.

This is a real-time example of how
the border crisis continues to hurt the
American people. It is also further
proof that we should resume construc-
tion on the border wall and finish the
job.

———

RECOGNIZING MARK SCIRTO

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mark Scirto, a trusted
and beloved figure in the east Texas
community.

As a meteorologist for KLTV since
1987, Mark has worked hard to provide
accurate and timely weather forecasts
for our region.

Mark is a steady voice in times of
trouble, a calming guide in the midst
of storms, and a bright smile and
hearty laugh when the days get tough.

Whether it was a tornado, thunder-
storms, or beautiful days between, Tex-
ans knew that they could count on
Mark. We know his words by heart: Get
to a small, windowless, interior room.
We did just that when he told us to do
S0.

Mark Scirto’s journey with KLTV
began in 1987. He was nominated for a
Dallas Press Club Katie Award, an
honor no other meteorologist in east
Texas has ever received. Mark has also
held the seals of approval from the Na-
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tional Weather Association and the
American Meteorological Society since
1989.

He gave everything of himself for the
rest of us, and we are grateful. Mr.
Speaker, please join me in honoring
Mark Scirto for his remarkable career
and his dedication to our community.
His legacy will live on, and his pres-
ence in our homes will be missed. We
wish him all the best.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARL) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able HAKEEM JEFFRIES, Democratic
Leader:

JUNE 24, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON: Pursuant to sec-
tion 2(b) of the Commission on the Social
Status of Black Men and Boys Act (Public
Law 116-156), amended by Section 201 of Title
II, Division O of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, I am pleased to appoint the fol-
lowing individual to the Commission on the
Social Status of Black Men and Boys:

The Honorable Yusef Idris Faadel Salaam
of New York, New York

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment.

Sincerely,
HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
Democratic Leader.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1600

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MEUSER) at 4 p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

STRATEGY TO OPPOSE FINANCIAL
OR MATERIAL SUPPORT BY FOR-

EIGN COUNTRIES TO THE
TALIBAN
Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, 1

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6586) to require a strategy to
oppose financial or material support by
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foreign countries to the Taliban, and

for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6586

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. STRATEGY TO OPPOSE FINANCIAL OR
MATERIAL SUPPORT BY FOREIGN
COUNTRIES TO THE TALIBAN.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It is the policy
of the United States to oppose the provision
of financial or material support by foreign
countries to the Taliban that is inconsistent
with United States law or policy.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
identifying, to the maximum extent pos-
sible—

(1) foreign countries that have provided fi-
nancial or material support to the Taliban
since September 1, 2021, that is inconsistent
with United States law or policy, including—

(A) the amount of United States-provided
foreign assistance each country receives, if
any;

(B) the amount of financial or material
support each country has provided to the
Taliban; and

(C) a description of how the Taliban has
utilized such financial or material support;
and

(2) efforts the United States has taken
since September 1, 2021, to oppose foreign
countries from providing financial or mate-
rial support to the Taliban if doing so is in-
consistent with United States law or policy.

(c) STRATEGY AND REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall develop a strat-
egy to discourage foreign countries from pro-
viding financial or material support to the
Taliban that is inconsistent with United
States law or policy.

(2) REPORTS.—

(A) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than the
date on which the strategy required by para-
graph (1) is completed, the Secretary of
State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report detailing the
strategy and a plan for its implementation.

(B) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the strategy required
by paragraph (1) is completed, and annually
thereafter for 5 years, the Secretary of State
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the implemen-
tation of the strategy, including the impact
of the strategy in discouraging foreign coun-
tries from providing financial or material
support to the Taliban that is inconsistent
with United States law or policy.

(ii) ForM.—The report required by this
subparagraph shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may contain a classified annex
if necessary.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

SEC. 2. REPORT ON DIRECT CASH ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS IN AFGHANISTAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall submit to the appro-
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priate congressional committees a report on
United States Government-funded direct
cash assistance programs in Afghanistan
during the period beginning on August 1,
2021, and ending on the date that is 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act. The
report shall be submitted in conjunction
with the submission of the Fiscal Year 2023
Annual Financial Report of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment.

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
required by subsection (a) shall, with respect
to such direct cash assistance programs, in-
clude—

(1) a description of method of payments;

(2) a description of how and where currency
exchanges occur;

(3) a description of if and how hawalas are
used and the oversight mechanisms in place
regarding use of hawalas to transfer funds in
United States Government funded direct
cash assistance programs in Afghanistan;
and

(4) a description of safeguards, including
oversight processes, to prevent the Taliban
from accessing cash assistance under such
programs.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

SEC. 3. REPORT ON STATUS OF AFGHAN FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of
State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on the status
of the Afghan Fund.

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
required by subsection (a) shall include, to
the maximum extent possible—

(1) a description of the Taliban’s influence
over Da Afghanistan Bank, including a list
of Taliban members employed by such Bank
or serving on its board of directors;

(2) a description of the Afghan Fund’s
board of trustees, including the process for
vetting and selection of trustees;

(3) the conditions necessary for the United
States Government to support disbursements
from the Afghan Fund to Da Afghanistan
Bank;

(4) how the Afghan Fund’s board of trust-
ees determines the Fund’s activities, includ-
ing what kind of information will inform the
board’s decisions, and how the board will col-
lect and verify this information; and

(5b) a description of what controls have been
put into place to ensure funds and disburse-
ments are not diverted to or misused by the
Taliban.

(c) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate
on the date that all disbursements from the
Afghan Fund have been made.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. MCCORMICK) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. STANTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
65686. I thank my colleague from Ten-
nessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for introducing
this important legislation to prevent
U.S. taxpayer dollars from ending up in
the Taliban’s hands.

Since the Biden administration’s dis-
astrous withdrawal nearly 3 years ago,
the Taliban has established a reign of
terror in Afghanistan. The Taliban has
banned girls from receiving an edu-
cation and essentially banned women
from participating in public life in any
meaningful way. They have supported
the public flogging and stoning of
women and have prevented women
from working for NGOs, significantly
restricting the delivery of humani-
tarian aid.

These abhorrent policies reveal the
barbaric heart of Taliban control over
Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, the Biden administration
continues to flood Afghanistan with
money. Since 2021, the U.S. has appro-
priated nearly $3 billion for assistance
to Afghanistan, yet we have little to no
oversight over much of this assistance,
which is administered by third parties.
This administration must be held ac-
countable to ensure that U.S.-provided
assistance to Afghanistan does not end
up in the Taliban’s hands.

Recent reports show that at least 10.9
million U.S. taxpayer dollars have been
paid to the Taliban in the form of taxes
and fees. Due to lax oversight by this
administration, the real number is
probably much higher.

Congress has a responsibility to en-
sure that U.S. tax dollars are not hand-
delivered to Taliban terrorists.

While the U.S. maintains a policy of
nonrecognition toward the Taliban,
countries in the region show increasing
signs of engagement. Most recently,
the leader of the United Arab Emirates
received a number of Taliban officials,
including the head of the Hagqani Net-
work terrorist group, which is on the
FBI’'s Most Wanted list.

This administration has no written
strategy to discourage foreign nations
from providing financial or material
support to the Taliban. It is essential
that we hold nations that receive U.S.
assistance accountable and ensure that
they do not empower the Taliban.

This bill requires the administration
to report on what exactly they are
doing to conduct oversight of U.S.
money going to Afghanistan and re-
quires them to identify which foreign
nations are funding the Taliban. This
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basic oversight is essential to ensuring
that the American people and our part-
ners around the world are not paying
for the Taliban’s reign of terror.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 65686, and I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, even several years after
our withdrawal, the United States con-
tinues to have important interests in
Afghanistan, not only ensuring it is
never again used as a base for terror-
ists to plan attacks against the United
States but also keeping our commit-
ment to the Afghan people.

Keeping that commitment means
continuing to advocate for a more in-
clusive government that respects
human rights, particularly for women
and girls. It means that we continue
humanitarian assistance to support the
Afghan people, and it means that we
never forget that too many Afghans
who supported our decades-long mis-
sion are there.

The reports and strategy included in
this legislation address the important
issue of how we can prevent the erosion
of our tools to influence Taliban behav-
ior without a presence on the ground.
We must ensure our assistance is not
diverted or misused and that the inter-
national community remains unified in
insisting that the Taliban fulfills their
commitment and improves their
record, particularly on human rights,
before they can receive international
recognition. We must ensure that the
Afghan Fund, which holds the former
assets of the Afghan central bank, is
used for the benefit of the Afghan peo-
ple.

I thank Mr. BURCHETT and Chairman
McCAUL for their collaboration with
the Foreign Affairs Committee minor-
ity staff to improve this legislation,
particularly in clarifying that what we
are looking to address are actions that
are inconsistent with U.S. law and pol-
icy. For example, we have made excep-
tions in sanctions against the Taliban
to allow for the continued delivery of
humanitarian aid, which supports our
interests.

I hope that the reports mandated by
this bill will offer valuable insights and
assurances about our continued en-
gagement in Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this important bill,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT), the author
of this bill.

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman, and I appreciate
the kind words of the gentleman across
the aisle and his support for this im-
portant piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, when the United States
withdrew from Afghanistan in 2021,
over $7 billion worth of military equip-
ment was left behind for the Taliban.
This seems to be a usual occurrence for
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this country, no matter who is in
power.

I was the mayor of Knox County.
With anywhere from $10 million to $15
million, we can build a high school in
Tennessee. I can’t imagine what $7 bil-
lion would do across the country. Any-
way, all that is outrageous.

Every cent our government spends
comes from the American people, and
right now, we are borrowing a whole
heck of a 1ot of it. We are $35 trillion in
debt. The fact that their money has
gone to terrorists, to me, is just a com-
plete disgrace, Mr. Speaker. This bill
would help prevent any more money
from ending up in the hands of the
Taliban.

The bill does three things.

First, it states the policy of the
United States is to oppose financial or
material support to the dadgum
Taliban. It also calls for a report on
any foreign countries that have given
financial or material support to the
Taliban and calls for the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to discour-
age foreign countries from providing
support.

This came from a conversation I had
in a committee. I want to give John
Stout in my office some incredible
kudos for helping me craft this bill. We
asked a member, I believe it was, of the
State Department, this money that we
give to these organizations, these coun-
tries, is there any way to keep it from
getting into the hands of terrorists? In
fact, he said: No. In this case, there
was not.

Second, this bill calls for a report on
cash assistance programs in Afghani-
stan and puts safeguards in place to
prevent the Taliban from accessing it,
keeping them from getting to the
money.

Third, it requires a report on the Af-
ghan Fund and the Afghanistan central
bank and what controls are in place to
make sure these funds are not diverted
or misused.

Thirteen brave servicemembers, in-
cluding a constituent of mine, Staff
Sergeant Ryan Knauss, lost their lives
in the Afghanistan withdrawal. He was
technically the last American to lose
his life in Afghanistan. The road I live
on, the State highway, has been named
in his honor. I see it every day when I
drive down it, and I think about that.

I have held his parents both when
they have cried and I have cried, and it
is just very emotional for me. These
folks lost their lives in the Afghanistan
withdrawal, and we need to make sure
our tax dollars don’t go toward terror-
ists who killed Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote for this bill, which
keeps our government accountable and
prevents the Taliban from getting its
hands on any more of Americans’ hard-
earned money. I thank my friends
across the aisle as well for their sup-
port.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time that I am
aware of, and I yield myself the bal-
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ance of my time for the purpose of clos-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is crit-
ical for preserving the United States’
ability to influence the Taliban and
keep our commitments to the Afghan
people.

Again, I thank Mr. BURCHETT and Mr.
McCAUuL for working with the House
Foreign Affairs Committee minority to
ensure that this bill remains aligned
with our values and aligned with our
larger policy goals in Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Mr. Speaker, the world cannot turn a
blind eye while the Taliban continues
to wreak havoc on the lives of the Af-
ghan people.

The Biden administration and our
partners and allies have a responsi-
bility to ensure that funding flowing to
Afghanistan solely benefits the Afghan
people and not their Taliban overlords.
We must not be complicit in funding
Taliban atrocities in Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCorMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6586, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KOREAN AMERICAN DIVIDED FAM-
ILIES NATIONAL REGISTRY ACT

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 71562) to direct the Secretary
of State to establish a national reg-
istry of Korean American divided fami-
lies, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7152

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Korean
American Divided Families National Reg-
istry Act”’.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL REGISTRY OF KOREAN AMER-
ICAN DIVIDED FAMILIES.

The Secretary of State, acting through the
Special Envoy on North Korean Human
Rights Issues or such other individual as the
Secretary may designate, shall—

(1) collate information on Korean Amer-
ican families who wish to be reunited with
family members in North Korea from which
such Korean American families were divided
after the signing of the Agreement Con-
cerning a Military Armistice in Korea,
signed at Panmunjom July 27, 1953 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘“‘Korean War Armi-
stice Agreement’’), in anticipation of future
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reunions for such families and family mem-
bers, including in-person and video reunions;
and

(2) establish a private internal national
registry of the names and other relevant in-
formation of such Korean American fami-
lies—

(A) to host such future reunions in South
Korea, the United States, or third countries;
and

(B) to provide for a private internal reposi-
tory of information about such Korean
American families and family members in
North Korea, including information about
individuals who may be deceased.

SEC. 3. ACTIONS TO FACILITATE DIALOGUE BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
NORTH KOREA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall take such actions as may be necessary
to ensure that any direct dialogue between
the United States and North Korea includes
progress towards holding future reunions for
Korean American families and their family
members in North Korea as described in sec-
tion 2.

(b) CONSULTATIONS.—The Secretary of
State shall consult with the Government of
the Republic of Korea in carrying out this
section.

(c) REPORT.—No later than one year after
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after for 5 years, the Secretary of State shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on—

(1) the status of the national registry es-
tablished pursuant to section 2(a)(2);

(2) the number of individuals included on
the registry who—

(A) have met their family members in
North Korea during previous reunions; and

(B) have yet to meet their family members
in North Korea during previous reunions;

(3) a summary of responses by North Korea
to requests to hold reunions of divided fami-
lies; and

(4) a description of regulations in North
Korea and actions taken by North Korea in
the year previous to submission of each re-
port that prevent the emigration of family
members of Korean American families.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this Act, ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’ means the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. McCORMICK) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. STANTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the sorrowful legacy of
the Korean war is with us even today,
more than 70 years after the Korean
Armistice Agreement was signed.

The Korean Peninsula remains di-
vided between a nation of free people
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and a totalitarian state that subjects
its people and its population to utter
tyranny and refuses to allow them to
connect with the outside world from
fear of losing control.

The sinister Kim regime continues to
threaten the peace and security of the
region and the world. We watched with
alarm last week when Vladimir Putin
visited North Korea, and the two rogue
regimes signed a new strategic partner-
ship agreement.

Meanwhile, families remain broken,
from those still fighting to bring the
remains of their loved ones home to
those with extended family members
still in North Korea.

Our vibrant Korean-American com-
munity feels this legacy strongly. More
than 100,000 have relatives in North
Korea, family members and descend-
ants of those trapped on the north side
of the 1953 armistice line.

The Korean American Divided Fami-
lies National Registry Act requires the
Secretary of State to establish a vol-
untary data repository for Korean
Americans interested in participating
in future reunions with their relatives
in North Korea.

This bill also helps to ensure that
any future dialogue between the United
States and North Korea includes
progress toward reunions for Korean-
American families.

I thank the authors of this bipartisan
bill, Congresswoman WEXTON and Con-
gresswoman STEEL, for their work to
help bring peace to Korean-American
families. At the February 6 markup of
the Foreign Affairs Committee, H.R.
7152 was unanimously adopted by a
vote of 49-0.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 7152.
First, I thank Representative WEXTON
for her inspiring leadership on this im-
portant bill, and I thank Chairman
McCAUL for working in a bipartisan
way to move this important legislation
forward. This bill addresses a deeply
human issue: the separation of Korean
families caused by the Korean war.

One of the most painful outcomes of
the Korean war was the division of
families, a wound that, 70 years after
the war’s end, has yet to heal. This sep-
aration has caused immense suffering,
not only for those in Korea but also for
Korean Americans here in the United
States. Over 100,000 Korean Americans
have been unable to see or hear from
their loved ones in North Korea.

Despite its ongoing tensions with
North Korea, South Korea has man-
aged to facilitate some family reunions
through video calls, letters, and in-per-
son meetings. Unfortunately, Korean
Americans have not had similar oppor-
tunities. Currently there is no formal
U.S. Government process to help them
reunite with their relatives in North
Korea.
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H.R. 7152 aims to fill this gap. It calls
on the State Department to gather in-
formation from Korean Americans who
wish to reunite with their families and
work toward facilitating those re-
unions. This bill also calls on the State
Department to make family reunions a
priority in any discussions with North
Korea.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is about hon-
oring families and ensuring that our
Korean-American constituents can
stay connected to those taken from
them as a result of war and borders.
Let’s give them a chance to reunite, to
heal, and to find peace.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Ms. WEXTON), the leader on this
bill.

Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, as you
may know, last year I was diagnosed
with progressive supranuclear palsy, or
PSP. It is basically Parkinson’s on
steroids, and I don’t recommend it. It
has affected my ability to speak, so I
am using a text-to-speech app to make
it easier for you and our colleagues to
hear and understand me.

I rise today in support of my bipar-
tisan Korean American Divided Fami-
lies National Registry Act, which will
help Korean Americans reconnect with
the families they left behind in North
Korea decades ago in the wake of the
Korean war.

For more than seven decades, Ko-
rean-American families have not been
able to see or speak with their rel-
atives left behind in North Korea, and
second- and third-generation Korean
Americans know nothing but stories
and heartbreak about their separated
family members.

Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago, I partici-
pated in a bipartisan congressional del-
egation to the Republic of Korea and
saw firsthand some of the lasting con-
sequences that families have faced as a
result of the war and displacement.

I have heard the stories of Korean-
American families in Virginia and
across the country who have sought for
most of their lives for a chance to re-
connect with their loved ones but have
faced too great of a challenge in ac-
cessing any official channels to do so.

My bipartisan legislation being taken
up by the House today helps to fix that
problem. This bill would establish a
data repository through the State De-
partment of information about Korean-
American families across the U.S., as
well as their separated family members
in North Korea, both living and de-
ceased, and encourage cooperation be-
tween our government and that of
North Korea for the purpose of offering
the opportunity for these families to
reconnect either in person or digitally.

The South Korean Ministry of Reuni-
fication, which is tasked with ensuring
that South Korea is prepared for reuni-
fication when and if it occurs, main-
tains a similar registry of families that
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were separated by the war
aftermath.

By taking up this legislation today,
we are giving these Korean-American
families hope. This is a long overdue
step to help make these families whole
again, fittingly on the anniversary of
the start of the Korean war.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in support of this bipartisan
bill to reunite Korean-American fami-
lies.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, our conversations about
the Korean Peninsula are often domi-
nated by North Korea’s nuclear and
missile policy. While these are impor-
tant conversations to have, we cannot
lose sight of critical humanitarian and
human rights concerns on the Korean
Peninsula.

This bill is about a very personal and
universal issue. It is about family. It is
about connection. It is about bringing
people together across generations and
across borders.

Korean Americans who yearn for the
chance to reunite once again with long-
lost family deserve a chance to make
that dream a reality.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me and support this impor-
tant bill, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time for
closing.

As a member of the AI task force,
that was pretty cool to watch that ac-
tually go down just now for Ms.
WEXTON.

For far too long, the totalitarian re-
gime in P’yongyang has denied Korean-
American families the opportunity to
reconnect with their family members
in North Korea.

The Divided Families National Reg-
istry Act helps to lay the groundwork
for those eventual reunions for which
we continue to hope and work for. May
that day arrive soon.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker. |
wish to add my voice of support for H.R. 7152,
the Korean American Divided Families Na-
tional Registry Act, introduced by Rep. JEN-
NIFER WEXTON and Rep. MICHELLE STEEL,
good friends and colleagues of mine on the
Congressional-Executive ~ Commission  on
China.

This bill is a very tender-hearted one, for it
recognizes the pain which still lingers so many
decades after the Korean War Armistice,
which divided family members in the North
from those in the South.

By creating a registry of those who wish to
be united with family members, this bill recog-
nizes the depth of that pain, while offering
hope that at some point in the future, a more
permanent reunion may be possible.

It also harbors no illusions about the Kim re-
gime in the Communist North, requiring that
our State Department raise the reunion issue
in any dialogue between the U.S. and the

and its
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North, in consultation with our ally, the Repub-
lic of Korea, without allowing the North the
ability to use this emotionally fraught issue as
leverage in negotiations.

In other words, the aims of this bill are lim-
ited, and tempered by an understanding of the
political dynamics on the peninsula, while tak-
ing a practical step towards eventual reunion
of family members.

| ask my colleagues to join me in support,
and | commend Reps. WEXTON and STEEL for
this effort to help Korean-American families,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCorMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7152, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DE-
MOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
IN PAKISTAN

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 901) expressing
support for democracy and human
rights in Pakistan, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 901

Whereas Pakistan is an important and val-
ued partner of the United States;

Whereas, on December 10, 1948, Pakistan
became one of the original signatories to,
and supported the creation of, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR);

Whereas, on June 23, 2010, Pakistan rati-
fied the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR);

Whereas, following the end of the most re-
cent period of military rule in 2008, Pakistan
completed its first peaceful transition of
power between civilian governments led by
different political parties in 2013, but the
military continues to exert undue influence
on the politics of the country;

Whereas, during previous elections, most
recently in 2018, election monitors expressed
concern about constraints on the freedom of
expression and freedom of association and
noted allegations of influence by the mili-
tary-led establishment on the electoral proc-
ess;

Whereas the Department of State’s Coun-
try Report on Human Rights Practices has
often highlighted significant human rights
issues in Pakistan across multiple years, in-
cluding unlawful, arbitrary, and
extrajudicial killings, forced disappearance
and arbitrary detention by the state or its
agents, the taking of political prisoners, se-
rious restrictions on free expression and
media, and substantial interference with the
freedom of peaceful assembly and freedom of
association;

Whereas, on April 9, 2022, the National As-
sembly voted to remove Imran Khan as
Prime Minister through a vote of no-con-
fidence motion;
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Whereas, on August 10, 2023, President Arif
Alvi dissolved Pakistan’s National Assembly
on the advice of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to allow for new elections, although
the Election Commission of Pakistan subse-
quently announced the postponement of elec-
tions until February 2024 to redraw constitu-
encies of the National Assembly to reflect
the 2023 Census;

Whereas, on September 1, 2023, caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar said
the Government ‘‘was committed to safe-
guarding and upholding the rights of all its
citizens’, and that the Government ‘“‘would
provide constitutional continuity till the
next general elections are held in the coun-
try”’;

Whereas, on February 8, 2024, millions of
Pakistanis participated in Pakistan’s gen-
eral election, with record numbers of women,
youth, and members of religious and ethnic
minority groups registered to vote;

Whereas Pakistan’s 2024 general election
was marked by allegations by credible inter-
national and local observers of interference
in the electoral process, including electoral
violence, intimidation, arrest of political ac-
tors, restrictions to freedom of assembly, re-
strictions on freedom of expression, and re-
strictions on access to the internet and tele-
communications;

Whereas, on February 9, 2024, the Depart-
ment of State noted that it shared the as-
sessment of observers that the election in-
cluded ‘‘undue restrictions on freedoms of
expression, association, and peaceful assem-
bly”’, condemned ‘‘electoral violence’’ as well
as ‘‘restrictions on the exercise of human
rights and fundamental freedoms’, and
called for the full investigation of fraud or
interference in Pakistan’s general elections;

Whereas the Constitution of Pakistan
states that ‘‘the Federal Government shall
have control and command of the Armed
Forces”, and the oath taken by members of
the Armed Forces swears they will ‘“‘uphold
the Constitution” and ‘“‘not engage in any
political activities’’;

Whereas an essential safeguard of democ-
racy is civilian command and control of apo-
litical military and security forces; and

Whereas democracy, development, rule of
law, and respect for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms are interdependent and mu-
tually reinforcing: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) affirms its strong support for democ-
racy in Pakistan, including free and fair
elections reflecting the will of the people of
Pakistan;

(2) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State to strengthen engagement with the
Government of Pakistan to ensure democ-
racy, human rights, and the rule of law are
upheld;

(3) urges the Government of Pakistan to
uphold democratic and electoral institu-
tions, human rights, and the rule of law, and
respect the fundamental guarantees of due
process, freedom of press, freedom of assem-
bly, and freedom of speech of the people of
Pakistan;

(4) condemns attempts to suppress the peo-
ple of Pakistan’s participation in their de-
mocracy, including through harassment, in-
timidation, violence, arbitrary detention, re-
strictions on access to the internet and tele-
communications, or any violation of their
human, civil, or political rights;

(5) condemns any effort to subvert the po-
litical, electoral, or judicial processes of
Pakistan; and

(6) urges the full and independent inves-
tigation of claims of interference or irreg-
ularities in Pakistan’s February 2024 elec-
tion.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. McCORMICK) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. STANTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bipartisan resolution expressing sup-
port for democracy and human rights
in Pakistan.

Since 2001, the United States and
Pakistan have maintained a close rela-
tionship, working together on counter-
terrorism and efforts to maintain re-
gional stability.

Pakistan is grappling with massive
economic instability due to over-
whelming foreign debt, record infla-
tion, and major security threats from
Pakistani Taliban and other terrorist
groups.

As the nation faces the simultaneous
economic and security crises, the peo-
ple of Pakistan must have their rights
respected and their voices heard.

The new government in Pakistan
faces many challenges as they work to-
ward reforms to secure economic sta-
bility and security for their country.
However, progress toward a strong de-
mocracy must remain a top priority.

The people of Pakistan have the
right to strong democratic institu-
tions, free and fair elections, and re-
spect for their individual freedoms and
human rights. Governing institutions
must be free from corruption or inter-
ference. We need more progress toward
all these goals.

I have been pleased to see that alle-
gations of interference in Pakistan’s
recent elections are being taken seri-
ously. It is essential that this new gov-
ernment commits to rooting out cor-
ruption and promoting strong demo-
cratic values.

I thank the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. KILDEE) for joining me today
in introducing this resolution, which
has more than 100 bipartisan cospon-
Sors.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to show solidarity with the people of
Pakistan and support this resolution. I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 901,
expressing support for democracy and
human rights in Pakistan, as amended.

Pakistan faces many challenges. I be-
lieve the United States can continue to
be a partner in meeting those chal-
lenges: stabilizing and growing Paki-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

stan’s economy, strengthening people-
to-people ties, addressing the threat of
terrorism, and mitigating the risks of
climate change.

As we work with Pakistan, it is im-
portant that we maintain a dialogue on
democracy and human rights. In fact, I
believe it is a sign of the strength of
our bilateral ties when we can raise
these issues frankly.

Pakistan has a long history of con-
stitutional democracy, but as we often
see here, constitutional democracy is
not easy. Democracies should hold each
other accountable and help each other
as we all work toward that ideal.

I thank Mr. McCoORMICK and Mr. KiL-
DEE for bringing forward this impor-
tant piece of legislation and for work-
ing with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee to update it following the Paki-
stani elections in February.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join in supporting this meas-
ure, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. KILDEE).

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend for yielding.

Pakistan and the United States have
worked together as partners on issues
of counterterrorism, trade, investment,
and helping to ensure regional stability
and security.

It is because of this partnership that
the United States must continue to
work with the Pakistani Government
to ensure democracy, human rights,
and the rule of law are upheld in Paki-
stan and that the fundamental free-
doms of the people of Pakistan are re-
spected.

That is why, along with Congressman
McCoORMICK, we joined together to in-
troduce H. Res. 901, legislation to af-
firm the House of Representatives’ sup-
port for democracy and for human
rights in Pakistan.

This resolution calls on the Biden ad-
ministration to strengthen their en-
gagement with Pakistan on these
issues and calls on Pakistani authori-
ties to respect the freedoms of the Pak-
istani people such as due process, free-
dom of the press, freedom of assembly,
and freedom of speech.

Our resolution also supports free and
fair elections in Pakistan, elections
that represent the will of the people of
Pakistan.

Unfortunately, Pakistan’s most re-
cent election that took place in Feb-
ruary was not carried out under condi-
tions that credible election observers
considered free or fair.

While there were some bright spots
in that election, including the record
numbers of women, youth, religious,
and ethnic minorities being registered
to vote, the election was ultimately
clouded by credible allegations of elec-
toral interference, fraud, and violence.

That is why our resolution urges the
full and independent investigations of
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these claims of interference or irreg-
ularities in Pakistan’s February elec-
tion.

H. Res. 901 is supported by over 100
Members of Congress and received a
unanimous vote, 50-0, in the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

I thank Mr. McCORMICK, Chairman
McCAUL, Ranking Member MEEKS, and
their staffs as well for bringing this
really important legislation to the
floor. This resolution sends a strong
message.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join us in passing this to express our
strong support for democracy, for the
rule of law, and respect for human
rights in Pakistan.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, the challenges that
Pakistan faces are significant, but they
are not insurmountable. With contin-
ued support and partnership, the
United States can help Pakistan navi-
gate these difficulties and strengthen
its democratic institutions.

By passing this important piece of
legislation, this resolution, we reaffirm
our commitment to the values of de-
mocracy and human rights that our na-
tions share.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in supporting H. Res. 901,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Pakistan
deserve the respect of their govern-
ment. The rule of law, free and fair
elections, and civilian command and
control of the military are funda-
mental tenets of democracy. It is es-
sential that the Pakistani Government
uphold these ideals.

I encourage the Pakistani Govern-
ment to continue working to develop
strong democratic institutions and pro-
tect the rights and freedoms of the
Pakistani people.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this resolution,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCoRrRMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 901, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
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FALUN GONG PROTECTION ACT

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
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bill (H.R. 4132) to provide for the impo-
sition of sanctions with respect to
forced organ harvesting within the
People’s Republic of China, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4132

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Falun Gong
Protection Act”.

SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to—

(1) avoid any cooperation with the PRC in
the organ transplantation field while the
Chinese Communist Party remains in power;

(2) take appropriate measures, including
using relevant sanctions authorities, to co-
erce the Chinese Communist Party to end
any state-sponsored organ harvesting cam-
paign; and

(3) work with allies, partners, and multi-
lateral institutions to highlight China’s per-
secution of Falun Gong and coordinate close-
ly with the international community on tar-
geted sanctions and visa restrictions.

SEC. 3. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO FORCED ORGAN HAR-
VESTING WITHIN THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.

(a) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent shall impose the sanctions described in
subsection (¢c) with respect to each foreign
person included in the most recent list sub-
mitted pursuant to subsection (b).

(b) LIST OF PERSONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a list of for-
eign persons who the President determines
to have knowingly and directly engaged in or
facilitated the involuntary harvesting of or-
gans within the People’s Republic of China.

(2) UPDATES OR LISTS.—The President shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees an updated list under paragraph
1—

(A) as new information becomes available;

(B) not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act; and

(C) annually thereafter until the date of
termination under subsection (h).

(3) ForRM.—The list required by paragraph
(1) shall be submitted in unclassified form,
but may include a classified annex.

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The President
shall exercise all of the powers granted to
the President by the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.) (except that the requirements of sec-
tion 202 of such Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall not
apply) to the extent necessary to block and
prohibit all transactions in property and in-
terests in property of the person if such
property and interests in property are in the
United States, come within the TUnited
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person.

(2) INADMISSIBILITY OF CERTAIN INDIVID-
UALS.—

(A) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR
PAROLE.—A foreign person included in the
most recent list submitted pursuant to sub-
section (b) is—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
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any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRRNT VISAS REVOKED.—A foreign
person described in subparagraph (A) is also
subject to the following:

(i) Revocation of any visa or other entry
documentation regardless of when the visa
or other entry documentation is or was
issued.

(ii) A revocation under clause (i) shall take
effect immediately and automatically cancel
any other valid visa or entry documentation
that is in the foreign person’s possession.

(3) EXCEPTION.—Sanctions under paragraph
(2) shall not apply to an alien if admitting or
paroling the alien into the United States is
necessary to permit the United States to
comply with the Agreement regarding the
Headquarters of the United Nations, signed
at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered
into force November 21, 1947, between the
United Nations and the United States, or
other applicable international obligations of
the United States.

(d) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a person
who violates, attempts to violate, conspires
to violate, or causes a violation of regula-
tions promulgated to carry out subsection
(a) to the same extent that such penalties
apply to a person who commits an unlawful
act described in section 206(a) of that Act.

(e) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH NATIONAL
SECURITY.—The following activities shall be
exempt from sanctions under this section:

(1) Activities subject to the reporting re-
quirements under title V of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.).

(2) Any authorized intelligence or law en-
forcement activities of the United States.

(f) EXCEPTION RELATING TO PROVISION OF
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Sanctions under
this section may not be imposed with respect
to transactions or the facilitation of trans-
actions for—

(1) the sale of agricultural commodities,
food, or medicine;

(2) the provision of vital humanitarian as-
sistance;

(3) financial transactions relating to hu-
manitarian assistance or for humanitarian
purposes; or

(4) transporting goods or services that are
necessary to carry out operations relating to
humanitarian assistance or humanitarian
purposes.

(g) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(1) WAIVER.—The President may, on a case
by case basis, waive the imposition of any
sanction under this section if the President
determines such waiver is in the vital na-
tional security interest of the United States.

(2) REPORTS.—Not later than 120 days after
the date on which the President submits the
list under subsection (b), and every 120 days
thereafter until the date of termination
under subsection (h), the President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report on the extent to which the
President has used the waiver authority
under paragraph (1) during the period cov-
ered by that report.

(h) SUNSET.—The authority to impose
sanctions under this section shall terminate
on the date that is 5 years after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 4. REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
and the Director of the National Institutes
of Health, shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees a report on the
organ transplant policies and practices of
the People’s Republic of China.
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(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report
required under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a summary of de jure and de facto poli-
cies toward organ transplantation in the
PRC, including with respect to prisoners of
conscience (including Falun Gong) and other
prisoners;

(2)(A) the number of organ transplants
that are known to occur or are estimated to
occur on an annual basis in the PRC;

(B) the number of known or estimated vol-
untary organ donors in the PRC;

(C) an assessment of the sources of organs
for transplant in the PRC; and

(D) an assessment of the time, in days,
that it takes to procure an organ for trans-
plant within the Chinese medical system and
an assessment of whether such timetable is
possible based on the number of known or es-
timated organ donors in the PRC;

(3) a list of all United States grants over
the past ten years that have supported re-
search on organ transplantation in the PRC
or in collaboration between a Chinese and a
United States entity; and

(4) a determination as to whether the per-
secution of Falun Gong practitioners within
the People’s Republic of China constitutes
an ‘‘atrocity’’ (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 6 of the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atroc-
ities Prevention Act of 2018 (Public Law 115—
441; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note)).

(c) FoOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.
SEC. 5. EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION

OF GOODS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements to impose sanctions authorized
under this Act shall not include the author-
ity or requirement to impose sanctions on
the importation of goods.

(b) GooD DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘good’” means any article, natural or
man-made substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

SEC. 6. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.

In this Act, the term ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. McCORMICK) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. STANTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, for decades the House of
Representatives has been raising
alarms about the ghoulish organ har-
vesting perpetrated by the Chinese
Communist Party.

The People’s Republic of China exe-
cutes thousands of people a year, sev-
eral times more than the rest of the
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world combined, but they hide those
killings from outsiders, claiming that
execution information is a state secret.

Behind that veil of secrecy lies a ter-
rifying reality. For years, testimony
and investigative reports have asserted
that organs are forcibly harvested as
part of an extremely lucrative trade in
human organs for transplant into those
in the good graces of the party, and for
those, including foreigners, willing to
pay top dollar.

As summarized in 2021 by United Na-
tions human rights officials, ‘‘forced
organ harvesting in China appears to
be targeting specific ethnic, linguistic,
or religious minorities held in deten-
tion, often without being explained the
reasons for arrest or given arrest war-
rants.”

Falun Gong adherents and Uyghur
Muslims in Xinjiang are among those
reportedly targeted. Certain religious
and ethnic minority detainees are re-
portedly subjected to nonconsensual
tests not required of other prisoners,
such as blood tests, organ exams, and
ultrasound scans, with the results
being entered into a database of living
organ sources.

These depraved CCP abuses must
stop. The bill before us today requires
the identification and sanctioning of
those involved in China’s involuntary
organ harvesting.

I thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. PERRY) and his bipartisan
cosponsors for introducing this legisla-
tion. I also commend Chairman
McCAUL and Ranking Member MEEKS
for marking it up and getting it to the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 4132, and I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4132 imposes sanc-
tions on individuals who knowingly
and directly engaged in or facilitated
the involuntary harvesting of organs
within the People’s Republic of China.
The State Department’s 2023 Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices
highlight that the Government of the
PRC has been accused of forcibly har-
vesting organs from prisoners of con-
science, including religious and spir-
itual adherents.

The illegal harvesting of organs is
not only a violation of human rights
but also an assault on human dignity.
Imagine the terror and despair of those
who are imprisoned for their beliefs,
only to have their organs forcibly
taken from them. These individuals are
subjected to unimaginable suffering,
their most basic rights stripped away,
and their bodies violated in the most
grotesque manner. This is not just a
statistic or a distant issue, these are
real people, people with families and
dreams who endure unbelievable pain
and fear.

The House has already spoken on this
issue by passing Mr. SMITH’S Stop
Forced Organ Harvesting Act in March.
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Today we have another opportunity to
take a stand against this inhumane
practice. By supporting H.R. 4132, we
are sending a clear message that the
United States will not tolerate such
egregious violations of human rights.
This bill ensures that those who know-
ingly and directly engaged in or facili-
tated forced organ harvesting face sig-
nificant sanctions.

We don’t know a lot about this crime
of forced organ harvesting, but the re-
port required in this bill will give us a
better understanding of the scope of
the problem so that we may address it
in a targeted way. We cannot remain
silent in the face of such cruelty. We
must stand up for the victims, show
them that they are not forgotten, and
hold the perpetrators accountable.

It is our moral duty to act, to protect
the vulnerable, and to uphold human
dignity. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to support this bill, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY), who is the
author of the bill.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend, the gentleman from Georgia, for
yielding, and I thank my colleagues for
their support of the bill. It is amazing,
and it is very frightening that in 2024
we are having this discussion on the
floor of the House of Representatives.

Since the early 1990s, the Falun Gong
has been targeted by the Chinese Com-
munist Party. The Falun Gong is a
spiritual practice of mind and body in
which adherents follow the core prin-
ciples of truth, compassion, and toler-
ance.

In 1999, the Chinese Communist
Party estimated that 70 to 100 million
people were practicing Falun Gong, the
equivalent of 5 to 7 percent of the Chi-
nese population today. Mr. Speaker,
Falun Gong’s popularity quickly initi-
ated violent persecution, including ille-
gal detentions, forced labor, torture,
and, yes, forced organ harvesting,
which is a form of mass murder.

This is something out of the thirties
and Josef Mengele, but it is happening
today.

On July 20, 1999, the Chinese Com-
munist Party detained hundreds of
thousands of Falun Gong practitioners
and banned any further practice of this
religion. Since this date, the Chinese
Communist Party has continued to es-
calate its systematic oppression
against Falun Gong practitioners.

On March 1, 2020, the Independent
Tribunal into Forced Organ Harvesting
from Prisoners of Conscience in China
found there to be an incomprehensible
gap between the number of transplant
operations carried out in the People’s
Republic of China in comparison to the
number of eligible registered donors.

What does that mean?

That means in China, Mr. Speaker, if
you have got the money, then there is
no waiting list for you to get an organ.
Go anywhere else in the civilized world
and find that.
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What would that mean?

That means there is a ready supply of
these organs, because there is.

Now their report concluded that
forced organ harvesting has been com-
mitted for years throughout China on a
significant scale and that Falun Gong
practitioners have been and probably
are the main source of organs for
forced organ harvesting.

In the U.S., many of those working in
organ transplantation and those who
benefit from transplantation systems
are likely unaware. They just don’t
know of China’s illegal practices.

Through its repressive control of in-
formation, the CCP has created the in-
frastructure and resources needed to
persecute millions of its own citizens,
not only Falun Gong practitioners, but
also Uyghurs, Tibetans, Christians, and
any other the Chinese Communist
Party chooses to target.

This bill is the first binding commit-
ment by Congress to take strong legal
action against the persecution and the
forced organ harvesting of Falun Gong,
making Falun Gong the centerpiece of
legislation, an action long overdue
after 25 years.

The Falun Gong Protection Act im-
poses sanctions on those who partici-
pate in or facilitate the forced har-
vesting of organs in China. This bill di-
rects the Secretary of State to deter-
mine whether the CCP’s persecution of
Falun Gong constitutes crimes against
humanity or genocide alongside a re-
quired report on the CCP’s organ trans-
plant policies and practices.

The Communist Party of China
doesn’t want us to see this. When you
take a trip to China, Mr. Speaker, and
see all the wonderful things and the
wonderful people there, they are not
going to invite you to see this. It is
going to take us looking. It is going to
take us focusing on it.

Additionally, H.R. 4132 makes it U.S.
policy to avoid any cooperation with
the People’s Republic of China in the
illicit organ transplant industry.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
bill, and I thank my friends on both
sides of the aisle for their support.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, by supporting H.R. 4132,
we are sending a clear message that
the United States will sanction those
who knowingly and directly engaged in
or facilitated involuntary harvesting of
organs within the People’s Republic of
China. This legislation sheds light on
and condemns this horrific practice
and holds to account those responsible.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in supporting this impor-
tant bill, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, the idea that a member of a re-
ligious minority could be targeted and
killed so that their organs could be
harvested is worthy of a horror movie.
It violates the basic tenets of our God-
given rights, but that is allegedly what
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the Chinese Communist Party has been
doing for years.

This bill before us today will impose
visa- and property-blocking sanctions
against those responsible for such
atrocities. It deserves our unanimous
support, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H.R. 4132, the Falun Gong
Protection Act, introduced by the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, Rep. SCOTT PERRY.

The issue of the forced harvesting of human
organs is one that is so horrific, and so euvil,
that it has truly consumed me ever since evi-
dence of the practice began to trickle out at
the end of the last century.

| held a congressional hearing in 2012 that
focused on “Organ Harvesting of Religious
and Political Dissidents by the Chinese Com-
munist Party,” though as early as 1998, wit-
nesses at hearings | chaired had testified to
the taking of organs from executed prisoners
by Chinese government officials. This heinous
practice soon matriculated to the most cruel
instrument of religious and political persecu-
tion, targeting in particular peaceful practi-
tioners of the Falun Gong religion.

| co-convened a follow-up hearing in June of
2016 on “Organ Harvesting: An Examination
of a Brutal Practice.” | noted at the time that
the gruesome practice was not limited to the
People’s Republic of China—ISIS, for exam-
ple, issued fatwas allowing the harvesting of
organs of “infidels,” and Eritrean trafficking
victims who could not produce sufficient funds
were placed on a gurney and carved up in
human chop shops in the Sinai peninsula. Yet
by far and away the most systematic, and
state-sanctioned harvesting of human organs,
has occurred in Communist China.

In 2022, a meta study came out in the
American Journal of Transplantation that ex-
amined over 2,800 Chinese language aca-
demic articles concluding that Chinese trans-
plant surgeons had routinely violated the
“dead donor” rule, unethically removing or-
gans before victims had been declared brain
dead. Since 2015, data indicated that Chinese
hospitals have performed many times more
organ transplants than the highest estimates
of ethically-available donors can account for.

| thus invited one of the authors of that
study, Dr. Matthew Robertson, to testify at a
hearing | convened at the Tom Lantos Human
Rights Commission on “Forced Organ Har-
vesting in China: Examining the Evidence.”

Finally, just this past March, the Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on China held a
hearing which | chaired on “Stopping the
Crime of Organ Harvesting—What More Must
Be Done?”

Shockingly, one of our witnesses, Dr. Maya
Mitalipova, from MIT, implicated an American
company, Thermo Fisher Scientific, in selling
kits to identify human leukocyte antigens and
other DNA profiling products in China, which
enables the finding of compatible organ
matches, to be obtained forcibly from hapless
and helpless “donors,” killed for their organs.

Beyond the hearings | have held over the
years, | introduced the Stop Forced Organ
Harvesting Act in 2021, and again reintro-
duced this bill at the beginning of this Con-
gress. Indeed, our legislation passed out of
the House over a year ago, in March of 2023,
and has been languishing in the Senate since
then.
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| view Rep. PERRY’s and my legislation as
complementary, and | call upon the House to
pass Mr. PERRY’s bill, and the Senate to move
H.R. 1154, the Stop Forced Organ Harvesting
Act of 2023, so that it can arrive on the Presi-
dent’s desk for his signature.

Finally, | note that the just-released State
Department 2024 Trafficking in Persons Re-
port has focused its attention on the trafficking
of persons for the purpose of organ removal
as a topic of special interest, citing reports of
systematic, forcible removal of organs from
political prisoners by the government of the
People’s Republic of China.

That the State Department did so | believe
was in part due to the pressure imposed by
Congress, which underscores the importance
of what we are doing here today.

| therefore call upon the House to pass H.R.
4132, and the Senate to move H.R. 1154 onto
the President’s desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCoRrRMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4132, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AMERICAN COOPERATION WITH
OUR NEIGHBORS ACT

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2789) to direct the Secretary
of State to develop a strategy on ef-
forts to strengthen subnational co-
operation between the United States
and Mexico, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2789

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Cooperation with Our Neighbors Act’.

SEC. 2. SUBNATIONAL COOPERATION STRATEGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development, shall
submit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate a strategy on efforts to strengthen sub-
national cooperation between the United
States and Mexico for the purposes of—

(1) enhancing law enforcement cooperation
and local, State, and Federal security forces
cooperation at a subnational level for the
purpose of curbing fentanyl trafficking and
other synthetic opioids, including activities
such as—

(A) bolstering technical assistance and co-
ordination for law enforcement agencies and
local, State, and Federal security forces;

(B) carrying out exchange programs for the
purposes of professional development; and

(C) enhancing data sharing, as appropriate;

(2) bolstering subnational dialogue and ca-
pacity building between Federal and local
governments, civil society, faith-based orga-
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nizations, and business community leaders
and integrating issues faced by local commu-
nities, including with respect to trafficking
of fentanyl and other synthetic opioids; and

(3) strengthening capacity building and
provide resources for border towns and orga-
nizations within those towns that attempt to
meet the needs of communities.

(b) UPDATE.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the submission of the strategy
under subsection (a), the President shall sub-
mit to the congressional committees speci-
fied in subsection (a) an update containing
an assessment of the implementation and ef-
fectiveness of the strategy, lessons learned
from the past year with respect to the strat-
egy, and planned changes to the strategy.

(c) ForM.—The strategy under subsection
(a), and the update under subsection (b),
shall be submitted in unclassified form.

(d) LIMITATION ON DATA SHARING.—

(1) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of State
may not carry out any project, program, or
activity that implements the strategy under
subsection (a) for the purpose specified in
paragraph (1)(C) of such subsection until the
Secretary submits to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a notification regard-
ing the data intended to be shared with for-
eign countries pursuant to such strategy.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on the Judiciary, the
Committee on Homeland Security, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on the Judiciary, the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, the Committee on For-
eign Relations, and the Select Committee on
Intelligence of the Senate.

SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF STATE REVIEW OF AC-
CESS TO FINANCE IN CARICOM MEM-
BER STATES.

(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of Treasury,
shall conduct a review to determine any
steps, balancing costs and benefits, that the
Secretaries could take to expand financial
access to the member states of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM), including through a
review of—

(1) sanctions enforcement laws and compli-
ance standards;

(2) reporting requirements pertaining to
narcotics trafficking and illicit finance
thereof;

(3) possible expansion of embassies and
consulates in the region; and

(4) programming or lack thereof pertaining
to access to capital in the region.

(b) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the findings of the Secretary per-
taining to the review under subsection (a).

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. MCCORMICK) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. STANTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, fentanyl trafficked over
our southern border from Mexico is
killing huge numbers of Americans and
ravaging our communities.

Synthetic opioids kill about 75,000
Americans annually. That is the equiv-
alent of 25 9/11 attacks every year. Just
one kilogram of fentanyl has the po-
tential to kill one-half million people.

In the last 4 years, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection has seized more than
66,000 pounds of fentanyl. That is
enough to kill the entire population of
the United States 45 times over. How-
ever, there is obviously much more
that is not seized and is infiltrating
our communities.

We need all levels of government in
Mexico to assist in fighting this urgent
crisis.

This bill, H.R. 2789, will require a
strategy to strengthen subnational co-
operation between the U.S. and Mexico
by enhancing law enforcement coopera-
tion, as well as cooperation with local,
State, and Federal security forces. En-
hancing these partnerships is critical
to curbing fentanyl trafficking enter-
ing the United States.

This bill also requires a review of ac-
cess to financing for member states of
the Caribbean Community, which is
CARICOM, as well as sanctions en-
forcement laws and compliance stand-
ards, narcotics trafficking and finance,
and the U.S. diplomatic footprint in
the region.

The Caribbean is a key gateway to
the United States, and the Chinese
Community Party is working to in-
crease its influence in the neighbor-
hood. We must ensure that we are
doing what we can to counter their ma-
lign influence in our hemisphere.

This bipartisan bill was approved at a
markup of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, along with a Republican
amendment to ensure robust congres-
sional oversight of its implementation.

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I represent the border
State of Arizona. I have heard from
families in my community who have
lost loved ones to fentanyl overdoses.

This Congress has increased funding
to Customs and Border Protection
year-over-year and has dedicated his-
toric resources to modernize the in-
spection equipment and other critical
infrastructure at our ports of entry,
where most drugs are trafficked
through.

However, we need to use every tool
we have to combat this epidemic, to
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stop drugs from coming into our coun-
try and to increase prevention and
treatment efforts. The Federal Govern-
ment must leverage the expertise of
our partners in local law enforcement,
business and civic leaders, NGOs, and
faith-based organizations on both sides
of the border.
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My bipartisan bill, the American Co-
operation with Our Neighbors Act,
tasks the Department of State and U.S.
Agency for International Development
with improving cooperation and col-
laboration between the United States
and Mexico because this isn’t just an
American problem.

Fentanyl is trafficked into the U.S.
largely from a single source, Mexican
cartels. These criminal enterprises
manufacture this very lucrative, very
potent, and very hard-to-track drug
and fuel rampant corruption and vio-
lence in Mexico.

Our bill would foster sustained and
strategic collaboration to fight the
fentanyl crisis, ensuring that we are
using our resources and local expertise
wisely.

H.R. 2789 aims to improve coordina-
tion between the Federal Government
and local leaders, businesses, hospitals,
and faith-based organizations that are
working to combat the fallout from the
opioid epidemic, like organizations
treating substance abuse or creating
alternatives to gang affiliation, and
businesses that make fentanyl testing
strips and innovate ways to keep our
pharmaceuticals safe.

It also focuses heavily on improving
coordination between local law en-
forcement agencies, State and Federal
security forces, and our counterparts
in Mexico by sharing data, creating
professional development exchange
programs, and supporting technical as-
sistance to crack down on fentanyl
traffickers.

H.R. 2789 also addresses a critical
issue for our neighbors in the Carib-
bean community: financial access and
inclusion. For too 1long, countries
across the Caribbean have struggled
with limited access to financial serv-
ices, curtailing economic growth and
prosperity, and their capacity to ad-
vance regional security. These chal-
lenges have been exacerbated by dev-
astating climate events, high costs of
living, and restrictive banking models.

This bill mandates a thorough review
by the State Department, in consulta-
tion with the United States Treasury,
of barriers and solutions to accelerate
access to capital and financial services
for the people of the Caribbean. This
study will help us better understand
how we can cooperate with our third
border.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
KEAN for his partnership on these crit-
ical issues, and I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting ‘‘yes” on H.R. 2789.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers and reserve
the right to close.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation sup-
ports two major priorities: tackling the
scourge of fentanyl and illicit crime
along our southern border and bol-
stering the economic prosperity of our
partners across the Caribbean commu-
nity. By investing in our border com-
munities in the United States and Mex-
ico, fostering dialogue, training, and
exchange with civil society, H.R. 2789
provides law enforcement and commu-
nity leaders with additional tools to
fight back against crime and violence.

It also represents a strategic invest-
ment in the United States’ third border
with the Caribbean, identifying levers
to accelerate financial inclusion and
barriers that are holding the region
back economically.

H.R. 2789 stands for a better future
and proposes concrete ways to advance
peace, security, and prosperity in the
Western Hemisphere. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in supporting this
important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the Biden administra-
tion is failing to stop the deadly
scourge of fentanyl across the open
U.S.-Mexico border.

In my experience as an ER physician,
just a short period ago, I experienced
about one to four overdoses per night,
four patients from the ages of 17 to 36
who I could not revive and who died.
Last year in the U.S., there were 75,000
fentanyl deaths.

To address this emergency, we need a
better strategy for regional law en-
forcement and better coordination with
our neighbors. I thank the bipartisan
authors of this bill, Mr. STANTON and
Mr. KEAN, as well as Chairman McCAUL
and Ranking Member MEEKS for mov-
ing this bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I encourage my colleagues to do the
same. I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCorMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2789, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess until ap-

proximately 6:30 p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 49 min-

utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
[ 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas)
at 6 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

Motions to suspend the rules with re-
spect to the following measures:

H. Res. 901;

H.R. 7152; and,

H.R. 2789.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as
5-minute votes.

————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DE-
MOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
IN PAKISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 901) expressing
support for democracy and human
rights in Pakistan, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCoRrRMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 368, nays 7,
not voting 56, as follows:

[Roll No. 280]

YEAS—368
Adams Bice Carter (LA)
Aderholt Bilirakis Carter (TX)
Aguilar Bishop (GA) Cartwright
Alford Bishop (NC) Casar
Allen Blumenauer Case
Allred Blunt Rochester Casten
Amo Bonamici Castor (FL)
Amodei Bost Castro (TX)
Armstrong Boyle (PA) Chavez-DeRemer
Arrington Brecheen Cherfilus-
Auchincloss Brownley McCormick
Babin Buchanan Chu
Bacon Bucshon Ciscomani
Baird Budzinski Clark (MA)
Balderson Burchett Cline
Balint Burgess Clyburn
Banks Calvert Clyde
Barr Cammack Cohen
Barragan Caraveo Cole
Bean (FL) Carbajal Collins
Beatty Cardenas Comer
Bentz Carey Connolly
Bera Carl Correa
Bergman Carson Courtney
Beyer Carter (GA) Craig

Crawford
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Estes
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Fong
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Frost
Fry
Gallego
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
Menendez
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Mrvan
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pelosi
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Perry
Pettersen
Pfluger
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Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (WA)
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Suozzi
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Wagner
Waltz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke
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NAYS—T7
Biggs Greene (GA) Roy
Crane Massie
Gosar Rosendale
NOT VOTING—56

Boebert Granger Murphy
Bowman Grijalva Ocasio-Cortez
Brown Houlahan Ogles
Burlison Hunt Peters
Bush Ivey Phillips
Clarke (NY) Jackson Lee Schakowsky
Cleaver Kaptur Smith (NJ)
Cloud LaMalfa
Costa Loudermilk :mucker

orensen
Crenshaw Maloy Stauber
Curtis MecClintock
Davis (IL) McHenry Swalwell
Espaillat Meeks Tiffany
Evans Meng Trone
Fulcher Mfume Velazquez
Gaetz Molinaro Walberg
Garcia, Robert Mooney Watson Coleman
Goldman (NY) Moulton Wilson (FL)
Gomez Mullin Wilson (SC)

[0 1853
Ms. McCOLLUM changed her vote

from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

KOREAN AMERICAN DIVIDED FAM-
ILIES NATIONAL REGISTRY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
VALADAO). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the unfinished business is the vote
on the motion to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 71562) to direct the
Secretary of State to establish a na-
tional registry of Korean American di-
vided families, and for other purposes,
as amended, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCorMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 375, nays 8,
not voting 47, as follows:

[Roll No. 281]

YEAS—375
Adams Bice Carter (GA)
Aderholt Biggs Carter (LA)
Aguilar Bilirakis Carter (TX)
Alford Bishop (GA) Cartwright
Allen Bishop (NC) Casar
Allred Blumenauer Case
Amo Blunt Rochester  Casten
Amodei Bonamici Castor (FL)
Armstrong Bost Castro (TX)
Arrington Boyle (PA) Chavez-DeRemer
Auchincloss Brecheen Cherfilus-
Babin Brown McCormick
Bacon Brownley Chu
Baird Buchanan Ciscomani
Balderson Bucshon Clark (MA)
Balint Budzinski Clarke (NY)
Banks Burchett Cleaver
Barr Burgess Cline
Barragan Calvert Cloud
Bean (FL) Cammack Clyburn
Beatty Caraveo Clyde
Bentz Carbajal Cole
Bera Cardenas Collins
Bergman Carl Comer
Beyer Carson Connolly
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Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crawford
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Estes
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Fong
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Frost
Fry
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Hayes
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Issa
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (SD)

Jordan
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
MecClain
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
Menendez
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pelosi
Peltola
Pence
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Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (WA)
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Suozzi
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)

Williams (NY) Wittman Yakym
Williams (TX) Womack Zinke
NAYS—8
Crane Harshbarger Roy
Gosar Massie Self
Greene (GA) Rosendale
NOT VOTING—47

Boebert Gomez Mooney
Bowman Granger Murphy
Burlison Grijalva Ocasio-Cortez
Bush Houchin Ogles
Carey Hunt Phillips
Cohen Jackson Lee Smith (NJ)
Crenshaw James Smucker
Curtis Joyce (OH)
Davis (IL) LaMalfa gzrensen

R auber
Diaz-Balart Maloy Swalwell
Espaillat McClintock Tiffan
Evans McHenry Y
Fulcher Meeks Trone
Gaetz Meng W'fztson Coleman
Garbarino Meuser Wilson (FL)
Goldman (NY) Mfume Wilson (SC)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

0 1902

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 281.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 13, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have the honor to
transmit herewith a copy of a letter received
from the Honorable Frank LaRose, Ohio Sec-
retary of State, indicating that, according to
the unofficial results for the Special General
Election held on June 11, 2024, the Honorable
Michael A. Rulli was elected for Representa-
tive to Congress for the Sixth Congressional
District of Ohio.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.

JUNE 12, 2024.
Hon. KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. MCCUMBER: This letter is to in-
form you of the unofficial election results
from the Special General Election held on
Tuesday, June 11, 2024 for the unexpired term
for Representative in Congress from the 6th
Congressional District of Ohio. The results of
the Unofficial Canvass accompany this let-
ter.

As noted in the unofficial results from the
most populous county accompanying this
letter, Michael A. Rulli received the highest
number of votes in the 6th Congressional
District of Ohio. The Official Canvass will be
completed three weeks after the conclusion
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of the election, no later than July 2, 2024. A
recount can only be requested, or a challenge
filed, after the Official Canvass is completed.
Once the most populous county in the dis-
trict certifies the official results, we will in-
form you of the official results and any an-
ticipated recount or challenge. I will then
issue the Certificate of Election by July 12,
2024.

If you have any questions, please contact
Sarah Huffman, Senior Elections Counsel at
(614) 466-2585.

Yours in service,
FRANK LAROSE,
Ohio Secretary of State.

——————

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE
MICHAEL A. RULLI, OF OHIO, AS
A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentleman
from Ohio, the Honorable Michael A.
Rulli, be permitted to take the oath of
office today.

His certificate of election has not ar-
rived, but there is no contest and no
question has been raised with regard to
his election.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentlewoman from
Ohio?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. Will Representative-
elect Rulli and the members of the
Ohio delegation present themselves in
the well.

All Members will rise and the Rep-
resentative-elect will please raise his
right hand.

Mr. RULLI appeared at the bar of the
House and took the oath of office, as
follows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you
will support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that you
take this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you
are about to enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you
are now a Member of the 118th Con-
gress.

———

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE MI-
CHAEL A. RULLI TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAP-
TUR) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to welcome a new chapter for
Ohio’s Sixth Congressional District and
all of us from the delegation on both
sides of the aisle gather to extend a
warm welcome to Congressman MiI-
CHAEL RULLI, who steps into the shoes
of our former colleague, the esteemed
Bill Johnson.

For 13 years, Bill served Ohio’s Sixth
District with dedication and commit-
ment. Congressman RULLI prepares to
continue this legacy of service to the
people of Belmont, Carroll,
Columbiana, Harrison, Jefferson,
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Mahoning, Monroe, Noble, Stark,
Tuscarawas, and Washington Counties.

As the dean of Ohio’s delegation and
a fellow Ohioan who understands the
profound responsibility that comes
with representing the hardworking
people of our State, I welcome Con-
gressman RULLI to Congress. His back-
ground as the director of operations for
Rulli Brothers Markets, a century-old
family-owned grocery store in Youngs-
town brings a refreshing perspective to
our delegation.

Having grown up in a family business
myself that also operated our family’s
grocery called Supreme Market in
Rossford, Ohio, I already feel a special
kinship with MICHAEL.

I hold high hope that his experience
in business and community service,
coupled with his time in the Ohio State
Senate will help our delegation craft
policies that foster economic growth
and community well-being for our
Buckeye State.

Mr. Speaker, I welcome MICHAEL.
May he never lose sight of what
brought him here. May he be guided by
his faith to serve and make a difference
in the lives of others.

As members of the Ohio delegation,
we are middle America and we know
the importance of bipartisanship as we
work together, across party lines, to
tackle the challenges that face our
State and Nation. The people of Ohio
and our Nation deserve no less.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to em-
bracing a spirit of collaboration with
him and all of our colleagues with a
shared commitment to the common
good.

Together, let us commit to working
side by side, not as partisans, but as
partners in progress for Ohio and
America. We welcome his new ideas
and energy that he will bring to our
discussions and legislative discourse.

Once again, I welcome Congressman
RULLI. May his tenure in Congress be
marked by success, fulfillment, good
health, and a legacy of service.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TURNER), our diligent
friend and chair of the House Intel-
ligence Committee.

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman KAPTUR for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the new-
est member of the Ohio delegation,
Congressman MIKE RULLI.

In addition to his dedication to pub-
lic service at the local, State, and now
Federal levels, Congressman RULLI
brings to this Chamber first-hand
knowledge and practical experience as
a successful family-run small business
owner.

MIKE and his family know the chal-
lenges that come with running a small
business. They realize that small busi-
nesses are the job creators, an eco-
nomic life blood of communities in
Ohio and across the country.

It is that real-world experience that
will greatly benefit this institution as
we debate key policies that affect
every American household and busi-
ness.
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Following in his predecessor’s foot-
steps, MIKE’s business acumen and
heart for service will represent Ohio’s
Sixth District well.

On behalf of the growing MIKE caucus
and the entire Ohio delegation, I wel-
come Congressman RULLI; his wife,
Kelly; and their family to the 118th
Congress.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, it is now
my distinct honor to yield to the new-
est Member of our body and delegation,
the Honorable MICHAEL RULLI.

Mr. RULLI. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
Ohio delegation and the Speaker for
the kind words, and I will give a shout-
out to my daughter, Hayden Elizabeth,
who is too sick to come tonight, and I
know she is watching on C-SPAN. I
love you, sweetheart.

Mr. Speaker, in the spring of 1983, 1
was in Poland Middle School and Mrs.
Hallobonich and Mr. Myers brought us
for our yearly trip. It was always the
fifth grade, I think, that came to Wash-
ington. We sat right there in the corner
and the Chamber was quiet. It was
moonlit. It was twilight. It felt really
magical. The usher brought us in, and
this is 1983, maybe a kinder time in
America, but the usher said take your
time. You have 10 or 15 minutes and
then we will move on with the tour. We
were going to the Lincoln Memorial,
which is probably my favorite place in
Washington.

We are up there and there are 230 of
us. We were being out of control a lit-
tle bit, so the teachers said let’s really
soak this in and be quiet. Then out of
nowhere, this girl says to Mrs.
Hallobonich: What makes this Chamber
S0 special?

Her response was so magical that it
brings me here today to join your
group.

She said, in the history of man, that
the world has been ruled by kings and
tyrants and dictators and just pure evil
people, and only once in the history of
man has anything good ever tried to
govern the people and that was in
Greece many, many moons ago.
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Then we had the experiment of the
United States of America. This Cham-
ber, a Chamber where the people actu-
ally rule the land, especially in this
Chamber where we have to go to our
people, the working men and women of
America, and we have to explain our-
selves every 2 years, whether it is a
good job or a bad job.

We apply for a job every 2 years, and
we fulfill the obligations of our Found-
ing Fathers that made this the great-
est country in the civilization of man.
If we don’t succeed, mankind is done.
There is no other option.

If you read your history and are a
lover of history, it has been horrific.
The United States of America’s history
isn’t perfect, but we try to correct our-
selves. I think the American Civil War
really showed that. We are still work-
ing on it. We are not there yet.

I cannot believe that my God, cre-
ator, gave me this opportunity to join
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all of you, the whole body that is
present.

I don’t want to let go those souls
that were up there when they were told
how this is the greatest experiment in
the history of man.

I wish you and every one of your fam-
ily members, and especially the Repub-
lic, God’s blessings.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath of office to the gen-
tleman from Ohio, the whole number of
the House is now 432.

AMERICAN COOPERATION WITH
OUR NEIGHBORS ACT

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8
of rule XX, the unfinished business is
the vote on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2789) to di-
rect the Secretary of State to develop
a strategy on efforts to strengthen sub-
national cooperation between the
United States and Mexico, and for
other purposes, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
McCorMICK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 368, nays 19,
not voting 44, as follows:

[Roll No. 282]

YEAS—368
Adams Caraveo De La Cruz
Aderholt Carbajal Dean (PA)
Aguilar Cardenas DeGette
Alford Carey DeLauro
Allen Carl DelBene
Allred Carter (GA) Deluzio
Amo Carter (LA) DeSaulnier
Amodei Carter (TX) DesJarlais
Armstrong Cartwright Dingell
Arrington Casar Doggett
Auchincloss Case Donalds
Babin Casten Duarte
Bacon Castor (FL) Duncan
Baird Castro (TX) Dunn (FL)
Balderson Chavez-DeRemer Edwards
Balint Cherfilus- Ellzey
Banks McCormick Emmer
Barr Chu Escobar
Barragan Ciscomani Eshoo
Bean (FL) Clark (MA) Estes
Beatty Clarke (NY) Ezell
Bentz Cleaver Fallon
Bera Cline Feenstra
Bergman Clyburn Ferguson
Beyer Clyde Finstad
Bice Cohen Fischbach
Bilirakis Cole Fitzgerald
Bishop (GA) Comer Fitzpatrick
Bishop (NC) Connolly Fleischmann
Blumenauer Correa Fletcher
Blunt Rochester  Costa Flood
Bonamici Courtney Fong
Bost Craig Foster
Brown Crawford Foushee
Brownley Crockett Foxx
Buchanan Crow Frankel, Lois
Bucshon Cuellar Franklin, Scott
Budzinski D’Esposito Frost
Burgess Davids (KS) Fry
Calvert Davidson Gallego
Cammack Davis (NC) Garamendi
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Garbarino Lesko Rutherford
Garcla (IL) Letlow Ryan
Garcia (TX) Levin Salazar
Garcia, Mike Lieu Salinas
Garcia, Robert Lofgren Sanchez
Gimenez Loudermilk Sarbanes
Golden (ME) Lucas Scalise
Gonzales, Tony Luetkemeyer Scanlon
Gonzalez, Luna Schakowsky

Vicente Luttrell Schiff
Good (VA) Lynch Schneider
Gooden (TX) Mace Scholten
Gottheimer Magaziner Schrier
Graves (LA) Malliotakis Schweikert
Graves (MO) Mann Scott (VA)
Green (TN) Manning Scott, Austin
Green, Al (TX) Mast Scott, David
Griffith Matsui Sessions
Grothman McBath Sewell
Guest McCaul Sherman
Guthrie McClain Sherrill
Hageman McClellan Simpson
Harder (CA) McCollum Slotkin
Harshbarger McCormick Smith (MO)
Hayes McGarvey Smith (NE)
H'ern' McGovern Smith (WA)
Higgins (LA) Menendez Soto
H}H Mguser Spanberger
Himes Miller (IL) Spartz
Hinson Miller (OH) Stansbury
Horsford Miller (WV) Stanton
Houchin Miller-Meeks

X Steel
Houlahan Mills Stefanik
Hoyer Molinaro Steil
Hoyle (OR) Moolenaar Steube
Hudson Moore (UT) Stevens
Huffman Moore (WI) Strickland
Huizenga Moran
Issa Morelle gtrung
Ivey Moskowitz Suﬁzzl
Jackson (IL) Moulton yxes
Jackson (NC) Mrvan Takano
Jackson (TX) Mullin Tenney
Jacobs Nadler B
James Napolitano Thompson (CA)
Jayapal Neal Thompson (MS)
Jeffries Neguse Thompson (PA)
Johnson (GA) Nehls Timmons
Johnson (SD) Newhouse Titus
Jordan Nickel Tokuda
Joyce (OH) Norcross Tonko
Joyce (PA) Norman Torres (CA)
Kamlager-Dove Nunn (IA) Trahan
Kaptur Obernolte Trone
Kean (NJ) Owens Turner
Keating Pallone Underwood
Kelly (IL) Palmer Valadao
Kelly (MS) Panetta Van Drew
Kelly (PA) Pappas Van Duyne
Kennedy Pascrell Van Orden
Khanna Pelosi Vargas
Kiggans (VA) Peltola Vasquez
Kildee Pence Veasey
Kiley Perez Velazquez
Kilmer Peters Wagner
Kim (CA) Pettersen Walberg
Kim (NJ) Pfluger Waltz
Krishnamoorthi Pingree Wasserman
Kustoff Pocan Schultz
LaHood Porter Waters
LaLota Posey Weber (TX)
Lamborn Quigley Webster (FL)
Landsman Raskin Wenstrup
Langworthy Reschenthaler Westerman
Larsen (WA) Rodgers (WA) Wexton
Larson (CT) Rogers (AL) wild
Latta Rogers (KY) Williams (GA)
LaTurner Rose Williams (NY)
Lawler Ross Williams (TX)
Lee (CA) Rouzer Wittman
Lee (FL) Ruiz Womack
Lee (NV) Rulli Yakym
Leger Fernandez Ruppersberger Zinke
NAYS—19
Biggs Harris Ramirez
Brecheen Lee (PA) Rosendale
Burchett Massie Roy
Cloud Moore (AL) Self
Crane Omar Tlaib
Gosar Perry
Greene (GA) Pressley
NOT VOTING—44

Boebert Carson Diaz-Balart
Bowman Collins Espaillat
Boyle (PA) Crenshaw Evans
Burlison Curtis Fulcher
Bush Davis (IL) Gaetz
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Goldman (NY) McHenry Smucker
Gomez Meeks Sorensen
Granger Meng Stauber
Grijalva Mfume Swalwell
Hunt Mooney Tiffany
Jackson Lee Murphy Torres (NY)
Kuster Ocasio-Cortez Watson Coleman
LaMalfa Ogles :
Maloy Phillips &ﬁigﬁ gé‘;
McClintock Smith (NJ)

O 1920

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | missed
three votes today due to contracting COVID—
19. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 280, YEA on Roll Call
No. 281, and YEA on Roll Call No. 282.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, | was not re-
corded on roll call Nos. 280, 281, and 282.
Had | been present, | would have voted “YEA”
on roll call Nos. 280, 281, and 282.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, | was not present
during today’s vote series. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 280, YEA on Roll Call No. 281, and NAY
on Roll Call No. 282.

————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
VALADAO). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———

A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR THE
VICTIMS OF THE NEW MEXICO
WILDFIRES

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, we
pause in prayer for the people of
Ruidoso, Mescalero, Lincoln, and Otero
Counties.

Our hearts break for those who have
lost their lives and the 29 who are still
missing from the South Fork and Salt
fires.

These fires have displaced nearly
9,000 people and burned tens of thou-
sands of acres and hundreds of homes.
Despite the devastation, New Mexico
has, as it always has, risen to the occa-
sion, donated countless hours and
truckloads of supplies, housed those
most in need, and bravely stood on the
front lines to fight these fires because
we are New Mexico Strong.

On behalf of the people of New Mex-
ico, we thank all who have stepped up
to help and to our first responders who
are on the front lines fighting these
fires.
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To all who have lost a loved one,
their home, or their business, we are
here with them in our hearts and in our
prayers.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New Mexico (Mr. VASQUEZ).

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I have
the privilege to represent the Second
District of New Mexico, home to the
storied Mescalero Apache Reservation,
a place that has lost time immemorial,
history, memories, culture, and pat-
rimony from the most devastating fire
that we have seen in the Lincoln Na-
tional Forest in the history of New
Mexico.

It is devastating not only for the
economy but for who we are as New
Mexicans. As a delegation, we stand
strong and support the rebuild of the
economy of not just the Mescalero
Apache Reservation but the sur-
rounding Lincoln and Otero Counties.

It was the interjurisdictional co-
operation between Tribal governments,
the BIA, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, the U.S. Forest Service, the
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management, and local county
officials that allowed us to have a
quick response to contain the fires, to
limit damage, and right now, to re-
cover from one of the most devastating
fires that we have ever seen in south-
west New Mexico.

The message I have to the folks out
in Mescalero Apache country, the place
that I represent, is that we have their
back. We will honor that sovereign-to-
sovereign relationship that we owe
them.

For other Members of Congress that
have gone through devastating
wildfires just like ourselves, we will be
seeking Federal resources. We will be
seeking funds from the emergency dec-
laration that President Biden has
granted us to be able to rebuild these
communities.

We are thankful, we are grateful, and
we can say that we expect more of this
across the West, in other counties and
other States that will be impacted by a
changing climate.

We are New Mexico Strong. We will
be New Mexico Strong. We will rebuild
together. We will honor the promise
that we have made to Indian Country.
We will make sure that we rebuild from
one of southern New Mexico’s worst
wildfires that we have ever seen.

Mr. Speaker, I request a moment of
silence for those who have passed.

———

RECOGNIZING THE BALD EAGLE
AREA HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL
TEAM

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today and am in-
credibly proud to recognize the out-
standing achievement of the Bald
Eagle Area High School baseball team.
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On June 13 at Penn State’s Medlar
Field at Lubrano Park, this team re-
captured the PIAA crown after defeat-
ing Tri-Valley 11-3. BEA completed its
season with an impressive 25-2 record.

Before the State tournament, BEA
was ranked as the Commonwealth’s top
high school baseball team, regardless
of classification.

After a rough first inning, BEA, led
by star pitcher Weston McClain, shift-
ed the momentum in their favor. Third
baseman Carson Nagle was able to cap-
italize on the momentum shift with
two hits, two runs, and an RBI.

Mr. Speaker, as a graduate of Bald
Eagle Area High School, I congratulate
the team and Coach Gardner on their
hard work and impressive season. The
team exceeded lofty expectations while
proudly representing the 15th District
of Pennsylvania.

Congratulations, again, on this out-
standing season. Go Eagles.

O 1930

CELEBRATING CHEF AMBROCIO
GONZALEZ DURING IMMIGRANT
HERITAGE MONTH

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, during Immigrant Heritage
Month, I want to honor my con-
stituent, Chef Ambrocio Gonzalez. Chef
Ambrocio and his family moved to Chi-
cago over 20 years ago when he was 16
years old.

At a young age, he found cooking was
his passion and enrolled in Le Cordon
Bleu College of Culinary Arts in Chi-
cago. After graduating, he worked on
gaining more experience in the food
and beverage industry, but he had a
dream. Chef Ambrocio wanted to open
his own restaurant.

He worked hard and, in 2011, opened
La Catedral Cafe & Restaurant in my
neighborhood of Little Village, which
is so popular that there is always a
long line of people waiting to get in.

Fast forward to 2024, and Chef
Ambrocio now owns four restaurants
throughout Chicagoland and has been
named one of Chicago’s 40 under 40 by
a local business magazine.

Chef Ambrocio is the embodiment of
what immigrants bring to this country:
hard work, ambition, and ‘‘desire,”
“‘ganas.”’

————

CONGRATULATING TENNESSEE
VOLUNTEERS ON COLLEGE
WORLD SERIES CHAMPIONSHIP

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
rise to honor and congratulate Head
Coach Tony Vitello and the Tennessee
Volunteers on their victory over Texas
A&M last night in the College World
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Series, bringing home the hardware to
Knoxville, my hometown.

The Vols completed one of the most
accomplished seasons in college base-
ball history, which crowned them as
SEC regular season champions, SEC
tournament champions, and College
World Series champions, with a re-
markable 60-13 record.

Coach Vitello and I spoke in the of-
fice a few weeks before the season
started, and he told me when they
punched their ticket—not if, when—
that he wanted them to take it all in
and just enjoy it, and that is exactly
what they did. If you watch any of the
video from the game, his father came
down on the field, and it was truly an
emotional moment.

I also congratulate Dylan Dreiling on
an outstanding College World Series
performance. Dadgummit, Madam
Speaker, Dreiling was named the men’s
College World Series most outstanding
player after he homered in each of the
final three games.

They have all made Knoxville and
the entire State of Tennessee proud. I
wish I were back home to celebrate
with them instead of stuck here in
Washington, D.C.

Madam Speaker, your 2024 national
champions are clad in orange and
white.

———

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION GUN
SAFETY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Ms. PORTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate President Biden’s
historic gun safety accomplishments.

The Biden administration recently
closed a loophole that let unlicensed
dealers sell guns without a background
check. This action clarifies who quali-
fies as a gun dealer, and it gives the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives the ability to hold gun
sellers accountable to the American
people.

This is just one example of President
Biden’s commitment to tackling gun
violence. The White House also created
the first Office of Gun Violence Preven-
tion to investigate how to reduce gun
violence and create safer communities.

Each death from gun violence is one
too many. Congress needs to step up
and do its part to stop preventable gun
violence.

————

CONGRATULATING JAY COPPOCK
ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I am honored to rise today to recog-
nize the well-deserved retirement of
Mr. Jay Coppock after over 35 years in
the financial industry, including 15
years at the Associated Credit Union of
Texas.

June 25, 2024

During Jay’s time at ACU of Texas,
he served as the executive director of
SERVE, an organization dedicated to
bringing Gulf Coast area veterans
groups together to combine resources
and information. Since its founding in
August 2015, SERVE has grown from 6
organizations to over 60, all focused on
improving the lives of our great mili-
tary personnel and their families.

Jay’s commitment to our community
and veterans has been exemplary, cre-
ating a network of support that has
made a real difference. As Jay steps
into a well-deserved retirement, we cel-
ebrate his profound impact and lasting
legacy of service and compassion.

I thank Jay. Brenda Gail and I hope
he and his bride, Lauri, enjoy retire-
ment.

———
CELEBRATING DULCE QUINTERO

(Mrs. RAMIREZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor Dulce Quintero, a
champion, an organizer, and a public
servant who has dedicated their life to
advocating for marginalized commu-
nities and those impacted by trauma.

Born in Mexico to migrant farm-
workers, Dulce moved to Chicago at
the age of 9. In their dedication to our
city, they have impacted young people,
the unhoused, and immigrant commu-
nities in Illinois’ Third District and be-
yond.

A 2017 Chicago LGBTQ Hall of Fame
inductee, Dulce is a beacon of hope for
many in the LGBTQI+ community, es-
pecially our young people. Last year,
they made history in Illinois as the
very first nonbinary statewide public
official, serving as secretary of the Illi-
nois Department of Human Services.

Dulce inspires us to embrace our
whole selves and each other in our
struggles for justice and liberation.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I commend Dulce
Quintero for their extraordinary serv-
ice and unwavering courage.

CONGRATULATING JOHN EUNICE
ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
one of Georgia’s best on his retirement
from government service.

On June 27, Mr. John Eunice will re-
tire after 43 years of service to the De-
partment of the Air Force. Mr. Eunice
has served on both Active Duty and in
the career civil service.

Prior to taking his current position
in 2008, John served in Active Duty for
27 years in the U.S. Air Force, achiev-
ing the rank of colonel. While on Ac-
tive Duty, he served two command
tours, serving as commander of the
36th and the 347th Civil Engineer



June 25, 2024

Squadrons. He deployed three times
over the course of his Active-Duty ca-
reer, including twice into combat
zones.

He received numerous awards and
commendations over the course of his
career, including the prestigious New-
man Medal, which is awarded each year
to the Air Force officer with the most
significant contribution to military en-
gineering in the entire U.S. Air Force.

John has dedicated his entire life to
serving the United States, and today, 1
am proud to thank him for his service.
I wish him well on a much-deserved re-
tirement.

——————

CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, Juneteenth, also
known as Freedom Day, is more than
just a historical marker. It is a cause
for celebration.

BEastern North Carolinians of all ages
came together from across the district
to celebrate. We had a tremendous
time watching talented local artists
showcase their skills. Events were
filled with vibrant art and music.
There was food, vendors, and parades.

We had a fantastic time honoring his-
tory and coming together as a commu-
nity. The sight of so many young peo-
ple engaging was truly inspiring. I was
thrilled to join so many constituents
to celebrate this historic and powerful
day of freedom.

HONORING GEORGE ALVIN
McMANTUS, JR.

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of Senator George Alvin McManus, Jr.,
who served the great State of Michigan
in many capacities throughout his long
and well-lived life.

Born on the Murray Farm of Old Mis-
sion Peninsula, George was very famil-
iar with hard work and the Michigan
way of life.

A devout man of God, George proved
to have a humble servant’s heart as
well as a vibrant sense of humor. I am
sure it was those qualities that sus-
tained his incredible 70-year marriage
to his wife, Clara.

Though George boasted many acco-
lades in his lifetime, perhaps his most
important achievements were his 9
children, 23 grandchildren, 48 great-
grandchildren, and 1 great-great-grand-
child.

In 1990, George was elected to the
Michigan State Senate, where he
served until 2002.

George was a wealth of advice, espe-
cially when it came to agriculture. He
was an instrumental voice in northern
Michigan and our entire State.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

George McManus was an important
part of the fabric of his community and
will be dearly missed. May God bless
George’s family and his loved ones in
their time of grief.

———

CELEBRATING GLASS CITY
RIVERWALK’S RAISE GRANT

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate and gratefully share
the news that the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s RAISE grant program
has awarded over $19 million for To-
ledo, Ohio’s Glass City Riverwalk.

This new support, coupled with $23.6
million received from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s BUILD pro-
gram in 2020, signifies a transformative
investment of over $42 million in the
heart of the city of Toledo for infra-
structure modernization and environ-
mental restoration.

The Glass City Riverwalk spans 5
miles along both sides of the Maumee
River, the largest river that flows into
the Great Lakes by drainage area. It
truly embodies our commitment to
sustainable development, equitable ac-
cess to green spaces, and enhancement
of local quality of life. The riverwalk
was conceived and built by our
Metroparks system and has won na-
tional top awards for its design and in-
novation.

As community redevelopment occurs,
now is the moment to imagine new pos-
sibilities showcasing our freshwater
bounty, creating new energy conserva-
tion and production in the heart of To-
ledo, and growing and processing fresh
vegetables and foods in the heart of our
city on both sides of our magnificent
river, our life source.

Toledo, it is time to celebrate build-
ing forward.

———

STOP THE WAR ON AMERICAN
TRUCK DRIVERS

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
would like to talk about the latest
front in the Biden administration’s war
on the middle class. They are all for
the welfare class, and they are all for
the superrich, but not the middle class.

We are used to hearing about the
massive increase in costs of cars and
light trucks as we are forced into elec-
tric vehicles. At least as I understand
it, talking to my dealers, the cost of a
car is probably going to go up about 25
percent. We are used to also hearing
about the massive increase in car in-
surance that we are going to have as
we go to electric vehicles.

We don’t hear about the huge ham-
mer coming down on the backbone of
the American middle class, the Amer-
ican truck driver. I found out today
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that the cost of a new semi going from
diesel to electric vehicle will go from
$130,000 to over $300,000 a semi. As far
as the amount that you are able to
drive before refueling: from 1,200 miles
back down to only 325 miles.

Congress must act to prevent Presi-
dent Biden’s latest war on the truck
driver, the backbone of the American
middle class.

———
O 1945
HONORING DR. AL MIJARES

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise to honor the career of my
very good friend, retiring Orange Coun-
ty superintendent Dr. Al Mijares.

Dr. Mijares was first appointed as Or-
ange County superintendent of schools
in 2012. Before that he was Santa Ana
Unified School District’s super-
intendent. Al is a man that truly cares
about our children and their well-
being.

Dr. Mijares’ vision is to ensure that
each one of our children is prepared to
succeed in life.

I thank Dr. Mijares for his friendship
and thank him for caring. I thank him
for a lifelong career of caring for our
children in our public school system.

We as a community are praying for
his recovery, and we love him.

————

RECOGNIZING THE ALBANY
MARCHING FALCONS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the members of the
Albany Marching Falcons for their in-
spiring performance at the celebrations
marking the 80th anniversary of the D-
day invasion in France.

Earlier this month, the Marching
Falcons, made up of middle and high
school students from the Albany City
School District, had the opportunity to
perform in Falaise, where the Battle of
Normandy took place 40 years ago.

Band members also took part in a
personal ceremony on Omaha Beach,
where they honored deceased friends
and family members who served in the
Second World War.

Bryan Cady, the marching band’s di-
rector, supported his students through
each step of this journey, leading fund-
raising initiatives to secure the nec-
essary resources for this beautiful trip.

Despite facing several challenges
once they arrived in France, the band
continued to march on with pride and
resilience, looking and sounding to-
tally professional. I am honored that
these students were able to represent
our capital region in this powerful
celebration.

To the Albany Marching Falcons, I
offer my most sincere gratitude for
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their continued perseverance, and I ex-
tend my congratulations on an incred-
ible performance.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO STANLEY
GOLDSTEIN

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MAGAZINER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to pay tribute to Stanley
Goldstein, who passed away last
month.

Born and raised in Woonsocket,
Rhode Island, Stanley came from hum-
ble beginnings before graduating from
the University of Pennsylvania Whar-
ton School of Business and serving in
the United States Army.

Upon his return home in 1963, Stan
and his brother Sid opened the first
CVS store in Lowell, Massachusetts.
He believed that success would stem
from prioritizing customer satisfaction
over easy profits. He was right.

By the time Stan retired as CEO of
CVS in 2006, the company had become
the largest drug store chain in the
U.S., with over 4,000 stores. Today, CVS
has over 9,000 stores and employs more
than 300,000 people.

Stanley never forgot his roots. CVS
is still headquartered in his hometown
of Woonsocket, and he remained in
Rhode Island his entire life, raising his
family there.

In his retirement, he was sometimes
seen digging for clams or listening to
Red Sox games on the radio.

Stanley Goldstein leaves behind a
legacy of hard work and dedication
that has created jobs for thousands and
improved the health outcomes for mil-
lions.

He will be deeply missed, but his leg-
acy endures.

———

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION’S CONTIN-
UED INACTION AT THE SOUTH-
ERN BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TENNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
EDWARDS) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. EDWARDS. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise on behalf of my constitu-
ents in western North Carolina to de-
mand accountability for the Biden ad-
ministration’s continued inaction at
our southern border.

After more than 7.9 million illegal
immigrant encounters in only 3%
years, the American people are won-
dering when will enough be enough for
the Biden administration to finally
stand up and stop this disaster at our
border, a disaster that Joe Biden’s poli-
cies have directly caused.

Tuesday, June 3, Joe Biden issued an
executive order that claimed to finally
restrict migrants’ ability to seek asy-
lum if they crossed into the country il-
legally, but if you look at that execu-
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tive order closely, you will realize this
is just more smoke and mirrors.

The executive order is nothing more
than a desperate political stunt to sta-
bilize his election numbers and does
nothing to actually restore order or se-
cure our border. The executive order
continues to allow at least 2,500 illegal
crossings per day, giving the green
light to nearly 1 million new illegal
crossings every year.

While 1 million crossings may not be
Joe Biden’s personal best, it is still a
record high number of crossings per
year across past administrations.

Worst of all, the executive order ex-
empts unaccompanied children from
the tally so human traffickers and par-
ents are just going to continue to
smuggle minors illegally across the
border.

Need us forget that for the last 3
years, Biden has insisted that there is
no border crisis. Suddenly, 5 months
before the general election, Joe Biden
admits that there is a crisis and sud-
denly has a solution.

I encourage the American people to
take a real hard look at the supposed
solution because it is a sham. It is time
Biden take accountability for what he
has caused at our southern border and
actually take meaningful action to fix
this mess.

Despite making no real progress on
securing our border, if this executive
order made anything clear, it is that
his hands are not tied.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——————

THE STATE OF VOTING RIGHTS IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. JACKSON) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, it is with great honor that I
rise today to coanchor this Congres-
sional Black Caucus Special Order hour
along with my distinguished colleague,
Representative TERRI SEWELL, of the
great State of Alabama.

For the next 60 minutes, members of
the Congressional Black Caucus will
have an opportunity to speak directly
to the American people on the subject
of the Shelby v. Holder decision and
the American Voting Rights Act, spe-
cifically the John Lewis Voting Rights
Act, an issue of great importance to
the Congressional Black Caucus, Con-
gress, the constituents we represent,
and all Americans.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL).

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker,
today, we in the Congressional Black
Caucus gather to observe the 11th anni-
versary of the Supreme Court’s Shelby
County v. Holder decision and to re-
flect on the state of voting rights in
America.

It was exactly 11 years ago today
when the Supreme Court’s conservative
majority gutted the heart of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, eliminating
voter protections and removing Fed-
eral oversight from States with a prov-
en record of voter discrimination.

We have seen, in those 11 years, 31
States institute at least 103 new laws
to restrict voting rights. It is no sur-
prise that those laws disproportion-
ately target African-American and mi-
nority voters.

The consequences of the Shelby deci-
sion have been clear and devastating:
long lines, strict ID requirements that
require time and money to obtain,
closed polling stations in communities
of color, bans on early voting and ab-
sentee voting, the purging of voter
rolls, and the list goes on and on.

In my home State of Alabama, law-
makers have recently made it a felony
to assist someone with their absentee
ballot. While these tactics may be new,
we know that they are borrowed from
the same playbook that has been used
for generations to silence the voices of
African-American and other minority
voters.

While Black voters may not need to
count the number of jelly beans in a
jar, modern-day barriers to voting are
no less pernicious than the poll tax and
the literacy tests of the past.

In Shelby v. Holder, the Supreme
Court was clear that the onus was on
Congress to come up with a modern-
day formula to determine which States
are subject to Federal oversight.

Well, I am proud to say that we have
done just that. Working together with
our Nation’s premier civil rights and
voting rights organizations, we have
come up with a modern-day formula to
ensure States and localities with a re-
cent history of voter discrimination
are prohibited from restricting voter
access. We even named it after our
late, great colleague and hero, Con-
gressman John Lewis.

The John R. Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act, which we introduced
for the fifth time in September, will
protect the rights of every American to
vote.

Despite our efforts, our colleagues
across the aisle have continued to
block these efforts from being consid-
ered.

The fact that voting rights has been
a partisan issue is frankly baffling to
me. After all, the Voting Rights Act of
1965 was reauthorized not once, not
twice, but three times with broad bi-
partisan support, most recently by
President George W. Bush.

Yet, all of a sudden, our colleagues
across the aisle have abandoned the
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issue of voting rights, choosing instead
to spread disinformation and misin-
formation and to sow doubt about vot-
ers and the integrity of our elections.

It is sad, Mr. Speaker. It is shameful.
As elected officials, we should be work-
ing tirelessly to ensure all Americans
are able to vote instead of picking and
choosing who can have access to the
ballot box and who cannot.

Mr. Speaker, this fight is extremely
personal for me. It was in my home-
town of Selma, Alabama, nearly 60
years ago, where foot soldiers like
John Lewis risked their lives on the
Edmund Pettus Bridge for the equal
right of all Americans to vote. They
prayed, they protested, they bled, and
some even died for that right. It was
their sacrifice that gave us the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, the crown jewel of
the civil rights and voting rights move-
ment.

Those foot soldiers were ordinary
Americans who had the audacity to
make this Nation live up to its highest
ideals of equality and justice for all.
They leave behind a strong legacy of
courage and sacrifice, and we must en-
sure that it was not in vain.

It was John Lewis who told us that
the right to vote is precious. It is al-
most sacred. It is the most funda-
mental nonviolent tool in our democ-
racy.

Mr. Speaker, our vote is our voice,
and our democracy is strongest when
every American is able to make their
voices heard at the ballot box.

As we gather to observe the 11th an-
niversary of the Shelby County v.
Holder decision, let us draw courage
from the sacrifices of our foremothers
and our forefathers.

We are not asking anyone to put
their lives on the line. We are simply
asking our Republican colleagues to
have the political courage to do what is
right.

O 2000

We in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus are demanding that Congress take
up and pass the John Robert Lewis
Voting Rights Advancement Act and to
do it without delay.

We are united in this fight, and we
are ready to get into some good trou-
ble.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Illinois for yielding to me, and I
look forward to a rigorous occasion in
which we talk about the importance of
today being the 11th anniversary of the
Shelby County v. Holder decision and
our need to pass in immediate terms
the John Robert Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act.

We in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus are ready to get into some good
trouble, and tonight I know that we
will make sure that this good trouble
is put to good use.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman from the
great State of Alabama (Ms. SEWELL),
and I wish to be totally associated with
all of her great remarks and scholar-
ship.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today because 11
years ago the Supreme Court of the
United States proved that it lacked the
judicial imagination befitting an insti-
tution clothed with immense power as
11 years ago the Supreme Court gutted
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Fright-
eningly, 11 years ago, the highest Court
in the land decided that racism had
magically evaporated in America and
that hatred had somehow receded
quietly into the history of the Republic
never to be seen or heard from again.

Eleven years ago, nine Justices on
the Supreme Court decided that they
were social scientists with a particular
expertise in racism and the politics of
voting. Instead of being Justices who
were hired by the American people to
decide the constitutionality of a law,
they rather took the position that the
Court knew more about voter suppres-
sion than the people who have dedi-
cated their entire lives to the subject.

Nine Justices on the Supreme Court,
Mr. Speaker, thought they had a better
working knowledge on the state of rac-
ism in America than people living with
it every day. However, I rise tonight to
declare emphatically that nothing
could be further from the truth.

This Supreme Court does not know
more about racism in America than do
the people who are the survivors of it.
The members of the Supreme Court are
not experts on everything. They are
not omniscient. They are not infallible.
They are not beyond all moral and po-
litical reproach.

In fact, based upon what we have re-
cently heard about certain members of
the Supreme Court, it would seem that
the complete opposite, in fact, is true.
When it comes to the Supreme Court as
it is currently configured, fallibility
abounds.

I rise tonight, Mr. Speaker, because
the elected Representatives of the
American people cannot allow six
unelected and seemingly uninformed
individuals to undo the moral and
democratic gains won by the «civil
rights movement over 50 years without
doing something about it.

All over this country, we have seen
the disparate impact that the Shelby
County decision has had on voting ac-
cess in America, and what was once
thought to be a regional problem has
now metastasized and become national-
ized.

Since the Shelby decision, every re-
gion of this country is struggling to
overcome novel attempts at voter sup-
pression and the like. Regrettably, 11
years ago, those of us in the civil
rights community told the leaders of
this Nation what was going to happen.

We told America that gutting the
Voting Rights Act would cause voter
suppression to spread like a virus in a
second-grade classroom, and that is ex-
actly what has happened. That is ex-
actly where we find ourselves today.

Those of us who believe that the only
threat to democracy are events like
unto those on January 6 are painfully
naive. The greatest threat to democ-
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racy isn’t the outright violence that
takes place when citizens who are mo-
tivated by lies engage in hand-to-hand
combat with one other, but rather by
the legalized and the systemic unravel-
ing of the cherished democratic norms.
However, those of us who love America
cannot sit idly by and allow the dark-
ness of bigotry to, once again, embed
itself into the electoral systems of this
country as it once was.

Those of us who have a constitu-
tional mandate to establish justice, en-
sure domestic tranquility, and secure
the blessings of liberty cannot allow
what African Americans did to expand
the general welfare of this country’s
commitment to opportunity be erased.

Nothing is more indelible and inher-
ently fundamental for the success of a
thriving democracy than is the quality
of a citizen’s right to vote, because in
America, voting is the manifestation of
citizenship. In this country, if you can-
not vote, then you are not a citizen.

Moreover, what most people miss
about the civil rights movement is that
at its core it was an attempt to em-
power African Americans with the
rights afforded to us by virtue of our
citizenship.

The right to vote is our birthright,
and, yet, for hundreds of years, this
country denied African Americans born
in this Nation what was legitimately
due to them. Moreover, it is only
through blood, sweat, and tears that
African Americans were able to fight in
every war to, once again, regain full
citizenship.

It was only because people were will-
ing to give their lives that Black peo-
ple in this Nation can cast a ballot for
the candidate of their choice, and we
are not going to let anyone take those
rights away.

Reflecting upon Shelby v. Holder 11
years later, I would like to quote the
Assistant State’s Attorney General
Kristen Clarke.

She said: ‘“This anniversary provides
an important opportunity to reflect on
the profound consequences of that
opinion” in Shelby County v. Holder
“which struck down the key provisions
of the Voting Rights Act of 19656 and
left millions of voters of color without
the mechanism that had stopped voting
discrimination before it could be im-
plemented.

‘“When President Lyndon B. Johnson
signed the Voting Rights Act into law,
he described it as ‘one of the most
monumental laws in the entire history
of American freedom.” The Voting
Rights Act was the product of bold ac-
tion by Congress. It forcefully ad-
dressed the problem that nearly a cen-
tury after the Reconstruction Amend-
ments, millions of Americans were still
denied the ability’ to cast their ‘‘vote
and participate in our democracy be-
cause of their race.

““One of the most important pieces of
the Voting Rights Act’”’ that was taken
away ‘‘was section 5’s ‘preclearance’ re-
quirement. Enacted in 1965 and reau-
thorized by Congress in 1970, 1975, 1982,
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and 2006, section 5 required jurisdic-
tions that had a history of voting dis-
crimination to obtain approval from
the Attorney General or a Federal
Court before implementing changes in
election procedures and practices.

‘““Covered jurisdictions could not im-
plement their proposed voting changes
until they had received preclearance.
Thanks to section 5, jurisdictions that
tried to make changes that had a dis-
criminatory impact or were adopted
with a discriminatory purpose were
blocked from doing so. More than 800
proposed changes were altered or with-
drawn in the period after 1982 alone.

“A repository of the department’s
section 5 ‘objection letters,” which pro-
vided an official record of each objec-
tion as well as the basis of the decision,
can be found.

“The Shelby County ruling marked a
significant turning point for voting
rights in the United States. In its deci-
sion, the Supreme Court invalidated,
on constitutional grounds, section 4(b)
of the Voting Rights Act, which pro-
vided the formula for determining
which jurisdictions were covered under
section 5.

“Without that formula, all jurisdic-
tions were released from coverage over-
night. Section 5 was rendered effec-
tively inoperative, freeing States and
localities to enact voting laws without
Federal oversight.

“States wasted no time imple-
menting election changes that had not
or might not have survived the
preclearance requirement. On June 25,
2013, the very day that the Supreme
Court issued the Shelby opinion, Texas
officials announced that they would
implement a discriminatory and bur-
densome photo identification statute.
And on June 26, the day after the
Shelby County decision, Senator Tom
Apodaca, chairman of the North Caro-
lina Senate Rules Committee, publicly
stated that the North Carolina legisla-
ture would be moving forward with an
omnibus law imposing multiple voting
restrictions.”

Why weren’t they trying to expand
voting?

They said: We will use this decision
to restrict voting.

“In the absence of preclearance, the
statutes went into effect and the de-
partment, along with private parties,
had to file suit under a different part of
the Voting Rights Act to enjoin them.”

Mr. Speaker, I continue:

‘‘States have adopted photo identi-
fication requirements, limited those
who can provide assistance at polling
places, reduced options for early vot-
ing, and closed polling places. Unfortu-
nately, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
proved prophetic when she observed in
her Shelby dissent that ending
preclearance was like ‘throwing away
your umbrella in a rainstorm because
you are not getting wet.’

“Without section 5, new laws can be
challenged only through long, pro-
tracted, resource-intensive, case-by-
case legislation,” and fights.
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The John Lewis Voting Rights Act is
the most fundamental piece of legisla-
tion pending before the United States
Congress, and it must be enacted with
all deliberate speed. This is something,
Mr. Speaker, we must do.

Securing the right to vote is the
moral obligation we have to the prin-
ciples of America and to whatever we
believe is a future worthy of our chil-
dren.

Let me remind my colleagues that
the progenitors of suppression do not
stop with their initial targets. Today,
the votes of African Americans are
being suppressed all over the Nation,
but tomorrow it might well be yours.

Do not forget the lessons of history.
The people who are coming for our
rights will never be satisfied with what
they have attempted to do to us. Soon
they will look for new targets; that is
to say, new objects of their resent-
ment, their ridicule, and their scorn.

However, what the Supreme Court
Shelby decision has reinforced, in no
uncertain terms, is the fact that elec-
tions have consequences. The inability
to elect a Democratic President in 2016
led to this horrible decision, and those
of us who stand on the precipice of a
national election must remember this
invaluable lesson.

Let us not forget that in 2016 the
woman with the most votes did not win
the presidency.

Whatever policy differences we may
have with the President of the United
States, we cannot allow the protection
of our civil rights to be left in the
hands of Justices who are so ideologi-
cally motivated that they
unapologetically fly insurrectionist
flags upside down at their homes.

Moreover, the only way to protect
America from the conservative judicial
fanaticism of the Supreme Court is to
reelect President Joe Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris. There is sim-
ply no other way for us to go.

Let us do what we must do so that
justice will roll down like waters and
righteousness like a mighty stream.

Mr. Speaker, you have heard from
our distinguished colleague, the Honor-
able TERRI SEWELL from the great
State of Alabama, on this topic for the
John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act.

Mr. Speaker, all issues of great im-
portance to the Congressional Black
Caucus are our constituents, Congress,
and all Americans tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL).

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, as we
conclude our Special Order hour on
this very important day, the 11th anni-
versary of the Shelby County v. Holder
decision, we issue a call to action. We
in the Congressional Black Caucus un-
derstand that the vote is the most fun-
damental tool of our democracy.

I cannot believe that 60 years after
John Lewis was bludgeoned on a bridge
that my colleague and I stand here
today to talk about restoring the full
protections of the Voting Rights Act of
1965.
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It tells us that progress is elusive,
and every generation has to fight and
fight again in order to hold onto the
progress that we have made and to ex-
tend it.

John Lewis reminded us that ours is
not a cause of 1 day, 1 week, 1 month.
No, our struggle is a struggle of a life-
time, and everyone must do their part.

We here in the Congressional Black
Caucus are doing our part. We are sign-
ing off and making sure that everyone
understands that the alarms are going
off. The alarms are going off because
every American does not have equal ac-
cess to the ballot box.

We see States all across this country
that are imposing more restrictive vot-
ing laws. Voter suppression has become
the cause of the day, and we must do
our part. Our part is to pass the John
R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement
Act and to fully restore the full protec-
tions of the Voting Rights Act.

Now, we know that the Supreme
Court told Congress that we must come
up with a modern-day formula. That is
exactly what this bill does. It has a
lookback of 25 years. We are not trying
to make Alabama and Mississippi be
held accountable for what happened in
the 1960s and the 1950s. We are talking
about 1997 and moving forward. We are
talking about recent acts of voter dis-
crimination.

We know that if we look back just 25
years, even 15 years, we Kknow that
there will be jurisdiction after jurisdic-
tion that still has suppressive voting
laws. As long as States are suppressing
the right to vote, I believe that we
have a moral obligation in the Federal
Government to provide oversight.

We know that that oversight is criti-
cally important, and that is exactly
what the John R. Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act will do.

As I take my seat, I want it to be
heard around this Nation that we in
the Congressional Black Caucus will
not rest. We will not rest until we pass
the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act.

To the gentleman from Illinois, it
has been a pleasure talking about this
most important topic. I know that I
have welcomed you and your father
time and time again to Selma, Ala-
bama, to cross that bridge one more
time. We know that a very frail John
Lewis, with a body riddled with cancer,
took to that bridge one more time in
2021. He told us to never give up, never
give in, that ours is a just cause.

Because of that, we in the Congres-
sional Black Caucus stand tall in our
commitment to never go back to those
days. We need to pass the John R.
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act.
With the help of the Congressional
Black Caucus and the gentleman from
Illinois, we will do just that.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the Honorable Congress-
woman TERRI SEWELL for her com-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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RECOGNIZING GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EDWARDS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to host
tonight’s Special Order 30 minutes with
the Gun Violence Prevention Task
Force and Assistant Leader NEGUSE.

We are entering the final week of
Gun Violence Awareness Month. On
this 26th day of June, it is estimated
that over 2,500 Americans have lost
their lives due to gun violence in this
month alone. Over 100 people are dying
in this country every single day.

Back in my home State of Georgia, I
have seen the compounding impact of
gun violence in our communities. Ear-
lier this month, there was a shooting
at the Peachtree Center mall where a
gunman shot and injured three people.
Just hours later, a man who was inter-
viewed by local news as a witness to
the first shooting went on to commit
an act of gun violence himself, hijack-
ing a Gwinnett County bus and fatally
shooting a passenger that very same
day.

I don’t know what anybody else
thinks, but this epidemic is truly real.
I know firsthand the pain of losing a
loved one to senseless gun violence. It
has been nearly 12 years now since I
lost my son, Jordan, when he was just
17 years old.

On Black Friday in 2012, Jordan and
his friends were simply going out shop-
ping at the mall. They stopped at a
convenience store gas station for all of
3%2 minutes because my son, Jordan,
said: Hey, guys, if we are going to pick
up girls at the mall, you have to have
fresh breath.

In those 3%2 minutes, a man pulled up
next to the boys in their car, and he
started complaining about the Iloud
music that they were playing. He ra-
cially profiled them, called them gang
bangers. He called them thugs.

Then, he fired 10 shots into the car,
killing my only son, and then he sim-
ply drove away. He acted as if nothing
had ever happened.

He went back to his hotel with his
girlfriend. They walked their puppy,
Charlie. They ordered a pizza, and they
made themselves a couple of stiff rum
and Cokes. Then, they simply went to
bed.

It was only the next morning that
they saw on television that a young
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Black male had been killed by 10 bul-
lets at a convenience store gas station.
This man and his girlfriend just simply
got in their car and drove 170 miles
back to Satellite Beach, Florida.

During the trial of my son’s killer, 1
made a promise that I would spend the
rest of my life fighting to make sure
that no one else ever had to experience
the pain and trauma that not only my
family has experienced but the ever-
growing club of people in this country
who are succumbing to it every single
day, parents who are burying their
children who have been taken from this
Earth far too early.

I became an advocate for gun safety.
I became a spokesperson for Everytown
for Gun Safety in America. In a dis-
trict that was once held by Newt Ging-
rich, I ran for Congress strictly on a
platform of gun safety and to save as
many lives in this country as I possibly
could. Against all odds, I won.

In the 5 years since I have come to
Congress, the House Democratic Cau-
cus has truly become the gun safety
caucus. That truly gives me hope be-
cause I never ever thought I would be
here. I never ever thought I would be
standing on this floor. I never ever
thought I would be here in Congress,
living out my son’s legacy as we pass
as many bills as we can to stop more
families from feeling the same pain
that I felt from losing a child to unnec-
essary and horrific gun violence in
America.

It is a testament to leaders like our
Gun Violence Prevention Task Force
chairman, MIKE THOMPSON, that we are
able to celebrate these victories, these
monumental accomplishments, and the
remarkable change that has happened
just within the last few years.

Today marks 2 years of major gun
safety reform with the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act, led by our gun sense
House Democratic Caucus and Presi-
dent Biden, with parts of my red flag
bill, with community intervention
funding, and with mental health re-
sources for all 50 States, solutions that
the American people overwhelmingly
have been crying out for and support.

We are building on that monumental
progress every single day with the as-
sault weapons ban and also the intro-
duction of my bipartisan GOSAFE Act
to keep weapons of war off of American
streets and out of our schools.

With the introduction of new legisla-
tion and movement forward on dis-
charge petitions to force votes on these
very important bills, we, the gun sense
Democratic Caucus, are working to
protect the American people every sin-
gle day. Even if the current majority
doesn’t want to stand up for the safety
of their own constituents and their
families, we are committed. We will do
that because the American people de-
serve to live in their communities in
this country safely and freely.

Tonight, we will hear from legisla-
tors. Many of these legislators are
some of the most dedicated Members
on this Hill who are making this kind
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of progress possible every single day.
They do this work day in and day out,
leaders who have elevated the profile of
gun violence prevention in the Halls of
this Congress and many who cham-
pioned this issue long before they were
ever even considered an elected offi-
cial.

This work takes all of us. That is
why I am so grateful for this evening’s
speakers who are here with us tonight
who will focus on our energy and the
work that we have done during Gun Vi-
olence Prevention Awareness Month
and hope that we can continue to en-
courage people to rededicate ourselves
to the work of saving lives.

I have never been more optimistic
about the future of this movement, and
that is because of the work that I am
blessed and privileged to do with my
colleagues in this Chamber. Together,
truly, we are definitely making a dif-
ference.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. NEGUSE), our as-
sistant Democratic leader.

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, first, I
thank my friends and Gun Violence
Prevention Task Force leaders, Con-
gresswoman LuUcY MCBATH and Con-
gressman MIKE THOMPSON, for con-
vening us this evening. They both have
been unwavering in their dedication to
ending the scourge of gun violence in
this country.

I want to take a moment in par-
ticular to salute and applaud my friend
Representative MCBATH, who, as you
heard, Mr. Speaker, has shown a re-
markable amount of courage, bravery,
and tenacity in converting her anguish,
unspeakable, unthinkable anguish, into
action to save lives. We couldn’t be
more proud of her and the work that
she has done since she first graced the
Halls of this august body and made
ending gun violence a priority of not
just hers but of this House.

Mr. Speaker, in a country where gun
violence is the leading cause of death
among children—I will repeat that just
to let it sink in, gun violence is the
leading cause of death among children
in the United States—it comes as no
surprise that, today, the Surgeon Gen-
eral declared that gun violence in
America now constitutes a public
health crisis.
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My district, Mr. Speaker, has been
acutely impacted by that crisis, by the
pain of the gun violence epidemic.

A gunman, 3 years ago, walked into a
local grocery store in my community
in Boulder, Colorado. He killed, mur-
dered in cold blood, ten of our beloved
community members, including a po-
lice officer, who made the ultimate
sacrifice, saved lives, died in the line of
duty. This tragedy and the shock waves
that it has spurred across my State
serve as a reminder of why we as a Con-
gress cannot abandon our mission to
end this epidemic.

My community, Mr. Speaker, is not
alone. From Uvalde to Buffalo, from
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Parkland to Sandy Hook, to every cor-
ner of our country, there are commu-
nities just like ours with families dev-
astated by the pain and anguish caused
by gun violence and Members, as you
have heard, of this very Chamber who
have experienced devastating loss as a
result of this epidemic. It is with those
we have lost in our hearts and at the
forefront of our minds that we remain
committed to ensuring that we turn
such anguish into action.

As mentioned, Mr. Speaker, 2 years
ago today, many of us joined President
Biden at the White House. I remember
going to the White House with my col-
league Representative MCBATH, to cele-
brate the enactment of the Bipartisan
Safer Communities Act, which Rep-
resentative MCBATH, Representative
ROBIN KELLY, Representative STEVEN
HORSFORD, so many of the leaders from
whom will be heard from tonight, along
with Representative HALEY STEVENS
and others, have worked vociferously
to get across the finish line. This bill is
the most significant and consequential
gun violence prevention legislation
that we have seen in decades.

Through this bill, we were able to
enact improved and enhanced back-
ground checks, protect domestic vio-
lence survivors, expand community vi-
olence intervention programs, and sup-
port improved mental health services
across the country. Mr. Speaker, we
know that legislating works.

I am here today with leaders, like
Representative KENNEDY of Buffalo,
Representative MANNING from North
Carolina, Representative STEVENS, and
Representative MCBATH, and so many
others to repeat the call that House
Democrats have made time and time
again, to say that we are ready to work
in good faith with anyone to address
what is clearly a pervasive problem
across our country, to advance com-
monsense reforms that we know will
save lives. It is time for our colleagues
on the other side of the aisle, House
Republicans, to do the same, to work
with us because inaction is no longer

an option.
Again, I thank  Representative
McBATH, Representative THOMPSON,

and the Gun Violence Prevention Task
Force for their work in addressing our
most basic charge as Members of this
body, which is to keep Americans safe.

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Assistant Democratic Leader JOE
NEGUSE for his wonderful words.

At this time, I yield to Representa-
tive HALEY STEVENS of Michigan.

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
this Chamber that affords the time for
this special hour. It is a profound and
deep honor to stand here with my
friend, who I am also privileged to call
one of my heroes, Congresswoman
Lucy MCBATH, who I came into this
very Chamber with as new freshmen,
the class of 2018. Most of us never ever
had run for office, and we took on a
new House majority in a very chal-
lenging time for this country.

I have seen her work day in and day
out. It doesn’t matter if it is Gun Vio-
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lence Prevention Month. While I never
got to meet her son, Jordan, and his
fate is certainly why I know his moth-
er, I know his soul, and I know his spir-
it because his mother has channeled it
into good and into change and into to-
getherness for this Nation of ours.

Mr. Speaker, I also stand here as a
Representative of Michigan, and we are
coming out of a very tough week in
Oakland County. About 10 days ago, we
had a shooting incident at a splash
park on a Saturday, the day before Fa-
ther’s Day, with nine injured parents
shielding their infant children, a
grandfather, an 8-year-old shot in the
head and still is in the hospital. This
was followed by another horrific scene
the next Saturday; an Oakland County
deputy sheriff was shot while inves-
tigating a crime in Detroit.

Time and time again, we see these
incidences. We see these horrific mass
shootings. I have, as a lawmaker and as
a policymaker and someone who has
stood by President Biden, who has
stood by my colleagues on getting so
much done, remain absolutely baffled
by these statistics, by these events,
that just seemingly and uniquely hap-
pen in a country where we refuse to
change our laws, where we continue on
this path of insanity.

There is too much pain. There are
too many mass shootings. I invite ev-
eryone to 2411, my office in Rayburn,
outside of my office door, where I have
the orange ribbon for every mass
shooting that has happened this term
in Congress. We are over 800.

I remember calling Congressman
NEGUSE when the mass shooting hap-
pened in his grocery store in his dis-
trict. I remember the mass shooting in
Buffalo and how personal that has felt.
Again, another grocery store. We are
arming hate in the United States of
America, and we are arming insanity.
Yes, those of us on this side of the aisle
are talking about common sense, and
we all have a responsibility to the next
generation.

Our first Generation Z Member of
Congress, MAXWELL FROST, has been
carrying the torch of gun violence pre-
vention through his activism work be-
fore he entered this very Chamber.
When are we going to double down on
passing commonsense gun safety legis-
lation? When are we going to say that
the right to bear arms is a privilege in
the United States of America?

Our U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Vivek
Murthy, just proclaimed gun violence
as a public health crisis, and that is
what it is, at parties and in grocery
stores and in houses of worship.

We are in a grand competition on the
global stage. I have been so honored
this term to work on the U.S. House
Select Committee on the Strategic
Competition between the United States
and the Chinese Communist Party. We
need to look ourselves in the face, and
we need to show that democracy
works, and it works when we pass laws.
It works when we regulate.

It works when we institute training
programs and check-ins and red flag
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laws and when our prosecutors pros-
ecute, like our Oakland County pros-
ecutor did in Oakland County, Michi-
gan, the parents who don’t utilize safe
storage.

Your right is a privilege, and our
right to live freely, safely, and peace-
fully deeply matters, even outside of
the month of June, where we say wear
orange and stand for gun safety and
gun violence prevention. This is some-
thing we can all rally around and do,
just as we did 2 years ago almost on
this very day, when we passed a bipar-
tisan gun safety law. That was a good
start, but there is more to do because
these mass shootings and these shoot-
ing deaths of innocent children and
people continue to happen in the
United States of America.

Anyone who walks through the door
to my office will see those orange rib-
bons and is invited into the conversa-
tion and the solution making that we
need.

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend and colleague from Michi-
gan, Ms. STEVENS, for her comments.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to KATHY MAN-
NING of North Carolina.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend, Representative LUCY
McBATH, for her courage and her per-
sistence in taking a mother’s unbear-
able pain following the loss of her son,
Jordan, and turning that pain into a
relentless effort to do everything pos-
sible to pass bills that will chip away
at this terrible problem.

Thankfully, 2 years ago, under Presi-
dent Biden’s leadership, we helped pass
the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act.
It was historic legislation to address
gun violence and keep weapons out of
dangerous hands. It was a strong step
forward, but we can, and we must do
much, much more.

Right now, guns are the leading
cause of death for children and teens in
the United States. Our Surgeon Gen-
eral just declared the gun violence in
this country a public health crisis. We
all know he is right because, every day,
more than 100 Americans lose their
lives to gun violence.

As an active member of the Gun Vio-
lence Prevention Task Force, I have
talked with my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle. I have presented the
majority with a list of ten things we
could consider doing together and
asked Republican Members which of
these things would my colleagues be
willing to work with us on?

One of my colleagues from North
Carolina said to me: We don’t have a
gun problem. We have a mental health
problem.

Well, there are mental health prob-
lems in countries all over the world,
but they do not have the same level of
gun violence that we have because guns
are not as widely available.

In my own community, when I meet
with local police officers, community
leaders, parents, mental health profes-
sionals, and educators, they all tell me
the same thing. We have got to do
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more to stop this devastating scourge
of gun violence. This is Kkilling our
children and our parents. It is robbing
people of their loved ones and leaving
families of victims devastated, with a
grief and a gaping loss that can never
be repaired.

In my district, North Carolina’s
Sixth Congressional District, we lost
one of our best, most dedicated law en-
forcement officers to gun violence in
the past year. Sergeant Dale Nix, a real
hero who devoted his life to helping
victims of domestic violence. Our
whole community continues to mourn
his loss.

As an active member of the Gun Vio-
lence Prevention Task Force, I urge
my colleagues to work with us on
things that the vast majority of Ameri-
cans agree on: Universal background
checks, safe storage laws, community
and violence intervention programs.
We are ready to work with the major-
ity. Please work with us to do the right
thing for our children and our future.

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
for her comments.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to one of our
newest Members of the Democratic
Caucus, Mr. TIM KENNEDY of New York.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representatives MIKE THOMPSON and
Lucy MCBATH and Assistant Leader
JOE NEGUSE, along with the rest of the
Gun Violence Prevention Task Force
for organizing this important Special
Order.

I especially thank Representative
MCBATH, not only for her leadership,
but for sharing her extremely personal
and heartbreaking story. It is inspiring
to see Representative MCBATH turn her
grief into action to help save lives in
this country. I am honored to stand by
her side.
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Mr. Speaker, gun violence is an epi-
demic in our country, one that requires
a national response.

In May 2022, a racist, domestic ter-
rorist opened fire in the Tops Super-
market on Jefferson Avenue in Buffalo,
in the heart of our community, steal-
ing the lives of 10 innocent souls and
severely wounding 3 others.

Just last Friday, a beautiful 3-year-
old boy, Ramone L. Carter, was riding
his tricycle when he was struck and
killed by a bullet. His older sister,
Jamia Griffin, age 7, was also grazed
and hospitalized. Our community has
rallied around Ramone and Jamia’s
family, but we know that no amount of
support can undo the pain and un-
speakable anguish that they feel.

That same day, in Fordyce, Alabama,
a gunman opened fire with a shotgun
at another grocery store, claiming the
lives of four people and wounding nine,
including two law enforcement officers.

Grocery store patrons and employees
being slaughtered. Children and tod-
dlers being murdered. Police being
shot. It cannot continue.

This week, the U.S. Surgeon General
declared gun violence a public health
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crisis in America. It is the leading
cause of death among children and ado-
lescents.

The common thread here is clear:
guns and the ease with which they can
be attained.

We can stop this. We can choose an-
other path.

In New York, following the Sandy
Hook and Tops Supermarket shootings,
we acted. We put in place strong red
flag laws and banned high-capacity
magazines and assault rifles. We made
it possible to sue gun manufacturers
for the damage caused by the weapons
they produce that flood our streets. We
created new grant programs for law en-
forcement to implement problem-ori-
ented policing, using tactics like hot
spots policing, street outreach, and
crime prevention through environ-
mental design, all adding up to a more
targeted and effective approach to pre-
venting gun violence.

To address mental health’s role in
gun violence, we made a record $1 bil-
lion investment in mental health serv-
ices.

These actions work.

As of this month, police departments
participating in the State’s Gun In-
volved Violence Elimination initiative
saw a 28 percent decrease in shooting
incidents resulting in injuries in the
first 5 months of the year, but those
laws won’t save lives across our coun-
try. They won’t stop guns from coming
into New York.

We need Congress to act. At a time
when we have the Supreme Court
nitpicking whether a gun with a bump
stock is a machine gun, like the one
used in Las Vegas to shoot 90 rounds in
10 seconds, we need Congress to act.

When you can’t send your Kkid to
school, your loved one to the grocery
store, or simply sit outside without
fear of gun violence, we need Congress
to act.

That means universal background
checks, reinstating the assault weap-
ons ban, banning bump stocks, mili-
tary-grade body armor, and high-capac-
ity magazines.

Repealing the Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act, which gives
near-blanket civil suit immunity to
gun manufacturers. And, yes, robustly
funding mental health resources.

Nobody is coming after the Second
Amendment. We are simply trying to
save our kids’ lives.

As a parent and as a community
member who has been to far too many
funerals due to gun violence, I implore
my colleagues to work with us to pass
these policies and make this country
safer.

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleagues for their commitment to
their communities and for the safety of
this Nation. I yield back the balance of
my time.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request
of Mr. JEFFRIES) for today on account
of travel delay.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following
title, which was thereupon signed by
the Speaker:

H.R. 4581. An act to amend title V of the
Social Security Act to support stillbirth pre-
vention and research, and for other purposes.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 138.—An act to amend the Tibetan Pol-
icy Act of 2002 to modify certain provisions
of that Act.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 49 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Wednesday,
June 26, 2024, at 9 a.m.

———

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 118th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

MICHAEL A. RULLI, Sixth District of
Ohio.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-4599. A letter from the OSD Federal
Register Liaison Officer, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
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the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
DoD Mentor-Protégé Program (DFARS Case
2023-D011) [Docket: DARS-2023-0037] (RIN:
0750-AL.84) received May 28, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4600. A letter from the OSD Federal
Register Liaison Officer, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Privacy Act of
1974; Implementation [Docket ID: DoD-2023-
0S-0060] (RIN: 0790-AL64) received May 28,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-4601. A letter from the Assistant to the
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Class III Tribal State
Gaming Compacts [245A2100DD/A AKC001030/
A0A501010.999900] (RIN: 1076-AF68) received
May 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-4602. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary interim rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulation; Sloop Channel, Nassau
County, NY [Docket No.: USCG-2023-0532]
(RIN: 1625-AA09) received June 12, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4603. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Saginaw
Memorial Cup Fireworks, Saginaw River;
Saginaw, MI [Docket Number: USCG-2024-
0372] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received June 12, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-4604. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Security Zone; Coast Guard Sec-
tor Key West, Trumbo Point Annex, Key
West Harbor, Key West, FL. [Docket Number:
USCG-2023-0803] (RIN: 1625-AAll) received
June 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-4605. A letter from the Legal Tech, CG-
LRA, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s temporary final rule — Safety
Zone; Revolution Wind Farm Project Area,
Outer Continental Shelf, Lease OCS-A 0486,
Offshore Rhode Island, Atlantic Ocean
[Docket Number: USCG-2024-0134] (RIN: 1625-
AA00) received June 12, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4606. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Special Local Regu-
lation; Red River, Shreveport, LA [Docket
Number: USCG-2024-0177] (RIN: 1625-A A08) re-
ceived June 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-4607. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary interim rule — Safety Zone;
Thames River, Groton, CT [Docket Number:
USCG-2024-0303] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received
June 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-4608. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Regulated Navigation Area; NW
Natural Gasco Sediment Site Field Pilot
Study, Willamette River, Portland, Oregon
[Docket Number: USCG-2023-0971] (RIN: 1625-
AA1l) received June 12, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Ms. FOXX: Committee on Education and
the Workforce. H.J. Res. 165. A resolution
providing for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Education relating to ‘Non-
discrimination on the Basis of Sex in Edu-
cation Programs or Activities Receiving
Federal Financial Assistance.” (Rept. 118-
5568). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia: Com-
mittee on Rules. House Resolution 1316. Res-
olution providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 8774) making appropriations for the
Department of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2025, and for other pur-
pose; providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 8771) making appropriations for the De-
partment of State, foreign operations, and
related programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2025, and for other purposes;
and providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 8752) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2025, and for other
purposes (Rept. 118-559). Referred to the
House Calendar.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri (for him-
self, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr.
ROUZER, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO):

H.R. 8812. A bill to provide for improve-
ments to the rivers and harbors of the United
States, to provide for the conservation and
development of water and related resources,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. SMITH of Missouri (for himself
and Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin):

H.R. 8813. A bill to amend subpart 2 of part
B of title IV of the Social Security Act to ad-
dress child welfare involvement caused by
poverty, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself and
Mr. KILDEE):

H.R. 8814. A bill to amend part B of title IV
of the Social Security Act to establish a
competitive grant program to enhance the
ability of evidence-based child welfare pro-
grams to meet the research standards set by
the Family First Prevention Services Clear-
inghouse, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for himself
and Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin):
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H.R. 8815. A bill to amend subpart 2 of part
B of title IV of the Social Security Act to en-
sure that youth and parents with lived expe-
rience in the child welfare system are con-
sulted on policies, ensuring representation
and inclusion of their perspectives in State
child welfare program planning; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BUCHANAN:

H.R. 8816. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for a cog-
nitive impairment detection benefit under
the Medicare program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. STEUBE (for himself and Mr.
PANETTA):

H.R. 8817. A bill to improve data collection
and reporting for youth in residential treat-
ment programs; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mrs. RODGERS of Washington (for
herself, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY):

H.R. 8818. A bill to provide Americans with
foundational data privacy rights, create
strong oversight mechanisms, and establish
meaningful enforcement, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. BALDERSON (for himself, Mr.
SMUCKER, and Mr. MILLER of Ohio):

H.R. 8819. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a credit
against tax, or refund of tax, for certain Fed-
eral insurance taxes for employees who are
members of religious faiths which oppose
participation in such insurance; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 8820. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an above-the-
line deduction for long-term care insurance
premiums and to reduce certain tax credits;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER (for her-
self, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Ms. WILD, and
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ):

H.R. 8821. A bill to ensure coverage for the
treatment of infertility for certain condi-
tions; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Mr. GAETZ (for himself, Mrs. LLUNA,
and Mr. DONALDS):

H.R. 8822. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow the payment of
certain Federal taxes with bitcoin; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HUIZENGA (for himself, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, and Mr. MILLS):

H.R. 8823. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to withhold from States cer-
tain apportionments if the States do not
make reasonable efforts to prohibit certain
roadway obstruction, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

By Mr. KEATING (for himself, Mr. Fos-
TER, and Mr. HUIZENGA):

H.R. 8824. A bill to require the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to strengthen
United States-European nuclear energy co-
operation and combat Russian malign influ-
ence in the nuclear energy sector in Europe;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania (for her-
self, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. NORTON, Mr.

DELUZIO, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. MULLIN, Ms.
LEE of California, Ms. JACKSON LEE,
Mr. PETERS, Ms. TLAIB, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr.
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FrOST, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms.
PORTER, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. EVANS,
Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of
California, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. SWALWELL,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. STANSBURY,
Ms. SALINAS, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, and
Ms. OMAR):

H.R. 8825. A bill to protect the right to
vote in elections for Federal office, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Ms. LOFGREN (for herself and Mr.
LUCAS):

H.R. 8826. A bill to prohibit covered enti-
ties that receive financial assistance relat-
ing to semiconductors from purchasing cer-
tain semiconductor manufacturing equip-
ment from foreign entities of concern or sub-
sidiaries of foreign entities of concern, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. MEEKS,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. NADLER, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, and Mr. TONKO):

H.R. 8827. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
216 Cumberland Street in Rochester, New
York, as the ‘‘Minister Franklin Florence
Memorial Post Office’’; to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself,
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. FOSTER,
SCANLON, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
MENG, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms.
NORTON, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr.
TORRES of New York, and Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY):

H.R. 8828. A bill to enhance safety and se-
curity at federally licensed gun shops, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee
on Rules, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. OMAR (for herself, Ms. DAVIDS
of Kansas, and Mr. GRIJALVA):

H.R. 8829. A bill to expedite new Tribal
court assessments and base support funding,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Mr. RASKIN (for himself, Ms.
OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr.
CARSON, Mr. CASTEN, Mr. CONNOLLY,
Ms. CRAIG, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. ROB-
ERT GARCIA of California, Mr. GOLD-
MAN of New York, Mr. JACKSON of Il1-
linois, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
KILDEE, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
LEE of Pennsylvania, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POCAN, Ms.
PRESSLEY, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms.
TLAIB, Mr. TONKO, Mr. TORRES of New
York, Ms. WiLLIAMS of Georgia, and
Mr. MULLIN):

H.R. 8830. A bill to prohibit Federal judges
from receiving gifts valued over $50 in an in-
stance or $100 in the aggregate in a year
from a source unless excepted, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 8831. A bill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to require drinking water dis-
tribution systems to be flushed under certain
circumstances, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
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By Mr. SCHWEIKERT (for himself and
Mr. HERN):

H.R. 8832. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to issue guid-
ance on payment under the Medicare pro-
gram for certain items involving artificial
intelligence; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. SPANBERGER (for herself and
Mr. FLOOD):

H.R. 8833. A bill to mend the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 to direct the Secretary
of Agriculture to establish and maintain Re-
gional Food and Supply Chain Resource Cen-
ters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mr. VALADAO (for himself, Mr.
SCHNEIDER, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr.
PFLUGER, Mr. COSTA, and Mr. FONG):

H.R. 8834. A bill to establish a Supply
Chain Fraud and Theft Task Force; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 8835. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to exempt widows and wid-
owers of veterans from the government pen-
sion offset; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. ZINKE (for himself and Mr.
BEYER):

H.R. 8836. A bill to establish the Wildlife
Movement and Movement Area Grant Pro-
gram and the State and Tribal Migration Re-
search Program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania (for
himself, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. EVANS,
Ms. SALAZAR, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Ms. SCANLON, and Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania):

H. Con. Res. 115. Concurrent resolution
providing for a joint session of the Congress
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Thursday,
July 2, 2026, in honor of the
semiquincentennial of the Declaration of
Independence; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. GREEN of Texas:

H. Con. Res. 116. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a historic cere-
mony to commemorate Slavery Remem-
brance Day; to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration.

By Mr. HUDSON (for himself, Mrs.
SYKES, Mr. CLINE, Mr. NORMAN, Mrs.
GONZALEZ-COLON, Mr. IssaA, Mr.
DELUZIO, Mrs. MCCLAIN, Mr.
TIMMONS, and Mr. MOLINARO):

H. Res. 1317. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the week of June
24 through July 3, 2024, as ‘‘National Tire
Safety Week’ in the United States, and sup-
porting the goals and ideals of ‘‘National
Tire Safety Week’ to educate American mo-
torists about the importance of proper tire
care and maintenance; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. JAYAPAL:

H. Res. 1318. A resolution recognizing the
Museum of Pop Culture in Seattle, Wash-
ington, as the ‘‘National Museum of Pop Cul-
ture”’; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. MILLS:

H. Res. 1319. A resolution impeaching Jo-
seph Robinette Biden, Jr., President of the
United States, for high crimes and mis-
demeanors; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Ms. PRESSLEY (for herself, Mr.
NEAL, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mrs. TRAHAN,
Mr. MOULTON, Mr. LYNCH, and Mr.
KEATING):
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H. Res. 1320. A resolution congratulating
the Boston Celtics for winning the 2024 Na-
tional Basketball Association championship;
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

By Mr. TORRES of New York (for him-
self, Mr. POCAN, Mr. CARSON, Mr.
PETERS, Ms. NORTON, Ms. STEVENS,

Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms.
WIiLsON of Florida, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Mr. EVANS, Ms. CHU, Mr.

GOTTHEIMER, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. ROB-
ERT GARCIA of California, Mr. DAVIS
of Illinois, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia):

H. Res. 1321. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of June 28, 2024, as
“Stonewall Day’’; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

——————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri:

H.R. 8812.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Authorizes studies, projects, and policies of
the Army Corps Civil Works program.

By Mr. SMITH of Missouri:

H.R. 8813.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Child welfare

By Mr. FEENSTRA:

H.R. 8814.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1 (Taxing and
Spending Clause)

The single subject of this legislation is:

Child Welfare

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska:

H.R. 8815.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct states to consult with youth and
families with lived experience when devel-
oping their state child welfare plans under
Title IV-B of the Social Security Act.

By Mr. BUCHANAN:

H.R. 8816.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for a cognitive impair-
ment detection benefit under the Medicare
program.

By Mr. STEUBE:

H.R. 8817.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To improve data collection and reporting
for youth in residential treatment programs.
By Mrs. RODGERS of Washington:

H.R. 8818.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To provide Americans with foundational
data privacy rights, create strong oversight
mechanisms, establish meaningful enforce-
ment, and for other purposes.

By Mr. BALDERSON:

H.R. 8819.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Taxes

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 8820.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To provide for an above-the-line tax deduc-
tion for long-term care insurance premiums
and require the IRS to redirect funds from
specified tax credits.

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER:

H.R. 8821.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII

The single subject of this legislation is:

To ensure coverage for the treatment of in-
fertility for certain conditions.

By Mr. GAETZ:

H.R. 8822.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow the payment of certain Federal
taxes with bitcoin.

By Mr. HUIZENGA:

H.R. 8823.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title 23, United States Code, to
direct the Secretary of Transportation to
withhold from States certain apportion-
ments if the States do not make reasonable
efforts to prohibit certain roadway obstruc-
tion, and for other purposes.

By Mr. KEATING:

H.R. 8824.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

A Dbill to require the Secretary of State to
develop a strategy to strengthen United
States-European nuclear energy cooperation
and combat Russian malign influence in the
nuclear energy sector in Europe.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 8825.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art. I, Sec. 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would codify and enforce a per-
sons’ right to vote in federal elections.

By Ms. LOFGREN:

H.R. 8826.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Prohibit companies that receive CHIPS
and Science Act funding from purchasing
manufacturing equipment from entities
owned or controlled by foreign entities of
concern
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By Mr. MORELLE:

H.R. 8827.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the
United States Constitution and Amendment
XVI of the United States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Post Office Naming

By Mr. MORELLE:

H.R. 8828.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the
United States Constitution and Amendment
XVTI of the United States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Judiciary

By Ms. OMAR:

H.R. 8829.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill expedites new Tribal court
assessnents and base support funding and di-
rects a GAO review.

By Mr. RASKIN:

H.R. 8830.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8 and Article III, Section 1 of the United
States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

to prohibit Federal judges from receiving
gifts valued over $50 in an instance or $100 in
the aggregate in a year from a source unless
excepted, and for other purposes.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 8831.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution, to provide for
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to
require drinking water distribution systems
to be flushed under certain circumstances,
and for other purposes.

By Mr. SCHWEIKERT:

H.R. 8832.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to issue guidance on pay-
ment under the Medicare program for cer-
tain items involving artificial intelligence.

By Ms. SPANBERGER:

H.R. 8833.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution, Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

A Dbill to codify the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture Regional Food and Sup-
ply Chain Centers Program.

By Mr. VALADAO:

H.R. 8834.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

The Safeguarding our Supply Chains Act
aims to improve coordination and find solu-
tions to stopping the rampant theft within
our nation’s supply chains.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 8835.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title II of the Social Security
Act to exempt widows and widowers of vet-
erans from the government pension offset.

By Mr. ZINKE:

H.R. 8836.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Wildlife Migration Corridors

———————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 51: Mr. KENNEDY.

H.R. 115: Mr. OGLES, Mr. PERRY, and Mr.
BRECHEEN.

H.R. 195:

H.R. 233:

H.R. 335:

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

DONALDS.
VAN ORDEN.
LUTTRELL.

H.R. 355: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 371: Mr. MURPHY and Mr. EZELL.

H.R. 396: Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ, Mrs. TORRES of California, Ms.
ADAMS, Mr. POCAN, Mr. TORRES of New York,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, and Ms. MATSUL.

H.R. 419: Ms. KAPTUR.

H.R. 544: Mr. CLEAVER.

H.R. 547: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 594: . UNDERWOOD.

. 595: . UNDERWOOD.

. 652: . KRISHNAMOORTHI.
. 655: . SPANBERGER.

. 670: Mrs. DINGELL.

. 694: Mr. MULLIN.

. 770: Mr. TURNER.

H.R. 789: Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr. DESAULNIER,
and Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 791: Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE,
and Mr. DOGGETT.

H.R. 805: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 957: Ms. STEFANIK and Mr. TURNER.

H.R. 977: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois and Mr.
ISSA.

H.R. 1015: Mr. BANKS, Mr. Garcia of Illi-
nois, Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. SoT0, Ms. CROCK-
ETT, Ms. MENG, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Mr. AMO, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of
Georgia, Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. WALTZ, Mr. CAL-
VERT, and Mr. CARL.

H.R. 1073: Ms. PLASKETT.

H.R. 1077: Mr. HIMES and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 1088: Mr. KEATING, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr.
RYAN, Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. PHILLIPS,

Mr. KILEY, and Mr. AMODEI.

H.R. 1277: Mr. VALADAO
GARAMENDI.

H.R. 1322: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon and Mr.
BUCSHON.

H.R. 1379: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 1385: Mrs. HARSHBARGER.

H.R. 1462: Mr. MANN and Mrs. CAMMACK.

H.R. 1477: Mr. SELF and Mrs. CAMMACK.

H.R. 1478: Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, and Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 1507: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and Mr.
MCGOVERN.

H.R. 1538: Mr. MULLIN.

H.R. 1572: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. BONAMICI,
Ms. TITUS, and Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 1582: Mr. KENNEDY.

H.R. 1638: Mrs. NAPOLITANO and Mr.
MFUME.

H.R. 1666: Mr. STAUBER and Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 1668: Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.R. 1692: Ms. CHU, Mr. HORSFORD, and Mr.
LARSON of Connecticut.

H.R. 1705: Mr. CARBAJAL and Mr. EVANS.

H.R. 1719: Mrs. WAGNER and Mr. CAREY.

H.R. 1740: Ms. SCHOLTEN.

and Mr.
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H.R. 1788: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 1826: Mr. MAGAZINER.

H.R. 1831: Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. AMO, Ms.
DELAURO, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. ESPAILLAT, and
Mr. CONNOLLY.

H.R. 1833: Mr. AMO.

H.R. 2380: Mr. COLLINS.

H.R. 2407: Mr. HARDER of California, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. MFUME, Mr. CARSON,
and Mr. COLLINS.

H.R. 2411: Mr. CARSON, Ms. DAVIDS of Kan-
sas, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mrs. HAYES, Ms.
SALINAS, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. BALINT, Ms. ROSS,
Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr.
ALLRED, Mr. TRONE, Ms. TITUS, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK,

Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms. DEAN of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms. LOFGREN, and Ms.
TLAIB.

H.R. 2412: Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 2413: Mr. PANETTA and Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 2448: Mr. PAPPAS.

H.R. 2537: Mr. MCGARVEY.

H.R. 2584: Ms. SLOTKIN.

H.R. 2630: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska and Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana.

H.R. 2661: Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 2666: Mrs. CAMMACK and Ms.
DUYNE.

H.R. 2667: Mr. MOOLENAAR.

H.R. 2697: Ms. DEGETTE.

H.R. 2713: Mrs. DINGELL.

H.R. 2742: Mr. CASTEN.

H.R. 2768: Ms. CARAVEO.

H.R. 2802: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, Ms.
BALINT, Mr. DELUZIO, and Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 2818: Mr. AMO.

H.R. 2821: Mr. NICKEL, Ms. JACKSON LEE,
Mr. MFUME, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, and Mr.
THANEDAR.

H.R. 2828: Mr. COHEN, Mr. CLEAVER, and Mr.
MAGAZINER.

H.R. 2849: Mr. MOOLENAAR.

H.R. 2871: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 2880: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 2903: Mr. MOULTON.

H.R. 2941: Mr. COMER.

H.R. 2961: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois and Ms.
LEE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 2966: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 2998: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
FITZPATRICK, Mr. NEGUSE, and
BROWNLEY.

H.R. 3005:

H.R. 3014:

H.R. 3036:

H.R. 3079:

H.R. 3086:
. 3092:
. 3148:

VAN

Mr.
Ms.

Ms. UNDERWOOD.
Ms. PETTERSEN.
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS.
Mr. VAN ORDEN.

. WILD.

. MOULTON.

. WITTMAN.

. 3159: . DELUZIO.

H.R. 3176: Mr. ScoTT Franklin of Florida.

H.R. 3238: Mrs. NAPOLITANO and Mr. ARM-
STRONG.

H.R. 3386: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 3432: Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 3433: Mr. LEVIN.

H.R. 3481: Ms. RoOsS, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Ms. PORTER, Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms.
BUSH, Ms. WILD, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. AMO, and Mrs. DIN-
GELL.

H.R. 3574: Mr. FONG.

H.R. 3575: Mr. FONG.

H.R. 3644: Mr. BUCSHON and Mr. BUCHANAN.

H.R. 3776: Ms. STANSBURY.

H.R. 3790: Mr. AMO.

H.R. 3851: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and
Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 3859: Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 3899: Mr. KENNEDY.

H.R. 3962: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 3965: Mr. RUIZ.

H.R. 4020: Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. MCGOVERN,
and Ms. JACKSON LEE.

H.R. 4047: Mr. VAN DREW.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

H.R. 4067: Mr. NUNN of Iowa.

H.R. 4079: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 4293: Mr. TURNER.

H.R. 4314: Ms. STANSBURY.

H.R. 4335: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas and
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.

H.R. 4384: Mr. SWALWELL.

H.R. 4391: Mr. LEVIN and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 4392: Mr. VARGAS.

H.R. 4393: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Ms. GARCIA
of Texas.

H.R. 4431:

H.R. 4456:

Mr. SORENSEN.
Mr. CARDENAS.

H.R. 4561: Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 4663: Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. SHERMAN,
Ms. SCHOLTEN, and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 4699: Ms. MENG.

H.R. 4721: Mr. HARRIS and Mr. STRONG.

H.R. 4731: . MAGAZINER.

H.R. 4756: . CASAR.

H.R. 4771: . BoNAMICI and Mr. VARGAS.

H.R. 4818: . KUSTOFF.

H.R. 4845: Ms. WILD, Ms. MENG, and Ms.
BALINT.

H.R. 4895: Ms. KAPTUR.

H.R. 4933: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi.

H.R. 4942: Mr. MAGAZINER.

H.R. 4965: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 4974: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas,
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and Ms. ADAMS.

H.R. 4987: Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 4992: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 5003: Mr. CARBAJAL, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Mr. CASAR, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. MAT-
SUI, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, and Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 5010: Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms. JACOBS, Ms.
LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr. LEVIN, and Mr.
RASKIN.

H.R. 5012:

H.R. 5015:

H.R. 5037:

H.R. 5103:

H.R. 5266:

H.R. 5329:

H.R. 5456:
. 5463:
. 5492:
. 5555:
. 5568:
. 5604:
. 5608:
. b646:
. 5669:
. b744:
. b783:
. 5840:
. 5851:
. 5864:
. 5909:
. b95T:

Mr. CARTER of Georgia.
Ms. PETTERSEN and Mr. CASTEN.
Mr. DESAULNIER.
Mr. MAGAZINER.
Mrs. CAMMACK.
Mr. RUIZ.
Ms. MENG and Mr. COHEN.
Mr. GRIJALVA.
Mr. RASKIN and Mr. MAGAZINER.
Mr. CARSON.
Mr. MAGAZINER.
Mr. CASE.
Mrs. HARSHBARGER.
Mr. CAREY.
Mr. KILDEE.
Mrs. HAYES.
Mr. MAGAZINER.
Mr. Ruiz and Mr. GIMENEZ.
. KEATING.
. CROW.
. Ruiz.
. TLAIB.
. 5976: . BUSH.
.R. 6003: Ms. CARAVEO, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr.
LIEU, and Mr. TAKANO.
. 6031: . MAGAZINER and Mr. TONKO.
. 6049: . DESAULNIER.
. 6089: . ROUZER and Mr. CAREY.
. 6225: . LOFGREN.
. 6296: . TLAIB.
. 63177: . BROWNLEY.
H.R. 6394: Ms. SCANLON.
H.R. 6507: Ms. TENNEY, Mrs.
DEREMER, and Mr. FLEISCHMANN.
H.R. 6592: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI and Mr.
DESAULNIER.
H.R. 6608: Mr. LIEU.
H.R. 6618: Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. PHILLIPS,
and Mr. QUIGLEY.
H.R. 6634: Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms.
BROWNLEY, and Mr. FITZPATRICK.
H.R. 6643: Mr. GREEN of Texas.
H.R. 6724: Mr. PETERS.
H.R. 6727: Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina.
H.R. 67561: Mr. CosTA, Mr. CrOW, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. HARDER of
California, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. SABLAN, Mr.

CHAVEZ-
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MULLIN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. PEREZ, Ms. POR-
TER, Ms. SALAZAR, and Mr. VEASEY.

H.R. 6858: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 6860: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 6887: Mr. MOLINARO.

H.R. 6906: Mr. GARAMENDI.

H.R. 6928: Ms. PETTERSEN, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, and Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 6951: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi and Mr.
LAHOOD.

H.R. 6957: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. PHILLIPS,
Mr. NORMAN, and Mr. YAKYM.

H.R. 7014: Mrs. CAMMACK.

H.R. 7050: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 7055: Mr. MFUME.

H.R. 7127: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 7130: Mr. ARRINGTON.

H.R. 7132: Mr. NICKEL, Mrs. CHAVEZ-
DEREMER, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. PANETTA.

H.R. 7142: Ms. BUDZINSKI and Mrs. PELTOLA.

H.R. 7165: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mr.
ALLRED.

H.R. 7204: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 7213: Mr. HARDER of California and Ms.
TLAIB.

H.R. 7254: Mr. NEGUSE and Mr. CRENSHAW.

H.R. 7274: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 7297: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, and Mr. MOONEY.

H.R. 7342: Mr. VAN DREW and Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 7355: Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. D’ESPOSITO,
and Mr. HARDER of California.

H.R. 7360: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 7365: Ms. CARAVEO.

H.R. 7379: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia
and Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 7382: Mr. DUNN of Florida.

H.R. 7384: Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. MULLIN, and
Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 7438: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York, Mr.
VARGAS, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. KILEY, and
Mr. MCGARVEY.

H.R. 7471: Mr. BACON.

H.R. 7539: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 7542: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 7563: Mrs. HINSON.

H.R. 7577: Ms. TITUS and Mr. ROBERT GAR-
cIA of California.

H.R. 7623: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 7634: Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. RUIZ, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. TLAIB,
and Mr. CARTER of Louisiana.

H.R. 7650: Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 7662: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 7688: Mr. DELUZIO.

H.R. 7710: Ms. T1TUS and Mr. CISCOMANI.

H.R. 7725: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr.
DUNN of Florida, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. STEUBE,
Mr. BEAN of Florida, and Mr. CARL.

H.R. 7746: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 7764: Ms. TENNEY and Mr. YAKYM.

H.R. 7770: Mr. MAGAZINER, Ms. DELAURO,
Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. PALLONE, Mrs.
GONZALEZ-COLON, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. POCAN, Mr.
HIMES, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. NEGUSE, and Mr.
LIEU.

H.R. 7771: Ms. DELAURO, Ms. ESHOO, and
Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 7772: Mr. DONALDS, Ms.
Georgia, and Mr. GOSAR.

H.R. 7802: Ms. Lo1s FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 7810: Mr. STEUBE.

H.R. 7820: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 7821: Mr. COSTA.

H.R. 7829: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER.

H.R. 7841: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 7890: Mr. LEVIN.

H.R. 7891: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mr. OWENS.

H.R. 7894: Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 7914: Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 7932: Mr. LUETKEMEYER.

H.R. 7944: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 7951: Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 7999: Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.R. 8004: Mr. TRONE.

H.R. 8018: Mr. LAWLER, Mr. JAMES, Mr.
LANGWORTHY, and Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

GREENE of
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H.R. 8025: Mr. DELUZIO.

H.R. 8040: Ms. BALINT.

H.R. 8046: Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 8061: Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Ms.
TENNEY, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. OWENS, Mr.
PHILLIPS, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr.
MOLINARO, and Mr. BURCHETT.

H.R. 8076: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 8093: Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 8095: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 8118: Mr. CASE.

H.R. 8164: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
RASKIN, and Ms. STRICKLAND.

H.R. 8202: Ms. HAGEMAN.

H.R. 8213: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 8230: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.R. 8273: Ms. BROWNLEY.

H.R. 8298: Mr. DESAULNIER and Ms. JACK-
SON LEE.

H.R. 8300: Ms. Ross.

H.R. 8307: Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. WILD, and
Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 8319: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 8334: Mr. MOOLENAAR and Mr. GREEN
of Tennessee.

H.R. 8340: Mr. SCHIFF and Ms. CHU.

H.R. 8347: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.

H.R. 8370: Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.
AZINER, and Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 8371: Mr. AUSTIN ScoTT of Georgia,
Mr. VAN DREW, Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mrs.
HINSON, and Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California.

H.R. 8372: Mr. MORAN.

H.R. 8383: Ms. BUDZINSKI.

H.R. 8390: Ms. LEE of California.

H.R. 8407: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.

H.R. 8420: Ms. SCHOLTEN and Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina.

H.R. 8425: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 8426: Ms. MANNING, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr.
SCHIFF, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. DEAN
of Pennsylvania, Mr. MFUME, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. SALINAS,
Ms. MENG, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. MCGOVERN, and
Mr. MORELLE.

H.R. 8427: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 8434: Ms. GRANGER, Mr. ARRINGTON,
and Mr. McCAUL.

H.R. 8437: Mr. HUDSON.

H.R. 8459: Mr. LOUDERMILK.

H.R. 8501: Mr. CONNOLLY.

H.R. 8537: Mr. DELUZIO.

H.R. 8543: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 8545: Mr. GOODEN of Texas.

H.R. 8548: Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 8560: Mr. MCGARVEY.

H.R. 8571: Ms. CARAVEO and Mr. PENCE.

H.R. 8594: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 8611: Mr. LYNCH and Ms. TOKUDA.

Mr.
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H.R. 8632: Ms. HAGEMAN.

H.R. 8639: Ms. WILD, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. WILSON of Florida,
Mr. MULLIN, and Mr. SHERMAN.

H.R. 8651: Mr. YAKYM.

H.R. 8663: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 8667: Ms. SCHOLTEN and Ms. STEVENS.

H.R. 8679: Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. KEATING,
and Mr. FLOOD.

H.R. 8683: Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. BARR, and
Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 8686: Mr. BARR.

H.R. 8690: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 8693: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 8698: Mr. PENCE, Ms. LEE of California,
Ms. CRAIG, and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER.

H.R. 8702: Ms. BALINT, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
VALADAO, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. TONKO, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, and Mrs. BEATTY.

H.R. 8704: Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr.
WITTMAN, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, and Mr.
ROUZER.

H.R. 8706: Mr. DUNN of Florida, Ms.
Boebert, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. FrRY, Ms. GREENE
of Georgia, Mr. STRONG, and Mr. WALTZ.

H.R. 8707: Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 8724: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. THANEDAR,
Mr. VARGAS, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and Mr.
TORRES of New York.

H.R. 8730: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 8732: Mr. DESAULNIER and Mr. FOSTER.

H.R. 8733: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 8757: Mr. NEHLS and Mr. DUNN of Flor-
ida.

H.R. 8761: Mrs. MCCLAIN.

H.R. 8765: Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. RUIZ, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. VARGAS, and Mr. ESPAILLAT.

H.R. 8780: Mr. MAGAZINER.

H.R. 8784: Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. LAMBORN, Mrs.
RADEWAGEN, and Mr. COLLINS.

H.R. 8787: Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. ARMSTRONG,
and Mr. EZELL.

H.R. 8790: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. CARL, Ms.
BOEBERT, and Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER.

H.R. 8793: Mr. DUNN of Florida.

H.R. 8794: Mr. STANTON and Mrs. FLETCHER.

H.R. 8796: Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. AMO, Mr. IVEY,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, and Ms. BROWN.

H.R. 8798: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia
and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 8801: Mr. GUEST and Mrs. MILLER of
West Virginia.

H.R. 8805: Mr. DELUZIO.

H.R. 8807: Mr. AMO, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER,
Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. Barragan, and Ms. PIN-
GREE.

H.J. Res. 72: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
LEVIN, and Mr. SWALWELL.
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H.J. Res. 76: Mr. PHILLIPS, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, and Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.J. Res. 82: Ms. MENG, Mr. DAVIS of North
Carolina, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. SALI-
NAS, Mr. BEYER, Mr. RUI1zZ, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
TAKANO, Ms. PINGREE, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.J. Res. 117: Mr. NEHLS, Mr. ARRINGTON,
Mr. MOONEY, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr.
MIKE GARCIA of California, Mr. FRY, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. PENCE, and Mr. COLLINS.

H.J. Res. 133: Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. PFLUGER,
and Mr. LATTA.

H.J. Res. 134: Mr. ROUZER and Mr. THOMP-
SON of Pennsylvania.

H.J. Res. 144: Mrs. SPARTZ.

H.J. Res. 146: Mr. COLLINS.

H.J. Res. 1562: Mr. BARR and Mr. LATURNER.

H.J. Res. 163: Mr. MURPHY, Mr. BARR, and
Mr. LOUDERMILK.

H.J. Res. 167: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois.

H.J. Res. 168: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois.

H. Con. Res. 114: Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. COL-
LINS, and Mr. MOORE of Alabama.

H. Res. 146: Mr. CROW.

H. Res. 209: Mr. MAGAZINER.

H. Res. 269: Mr. TORRES of New York, Mr.
SARBANES, and Mr. MAGAZINER.

H. Res. 304: Ms. PETTERSEN.

H. Res. 526: Ms. PORTER.

H. Res. 561: Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr. DAVIS of I1li-
nois, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LANDSMAN, and Mr.
CARSON.

H. Res. 751: Mr. RASKIN.

. 901: Ms. MENG and Ms. PORTER.
. 934: Mr. CASAR.

H. Res. 982: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York and
Mr. PALLONE.
Res. 1082:
Res. 1109:
Res. 1123:
Res. 1127:
Res. 1199:
Res. 1260:

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York.
Mr. CASE.
Mr. DONALDS.
Mr. CROW.
Mr. FLEISCHMANN.
Mr. BLUMENAUER.
Res. 1266: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.
Res. 1278: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ.
H. Res. 1286: Ms. CHU, Ms. WILLIAMS of
Georgia, and Mr. MCGOVERN.
H. Res. 1301: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS.
H. Res. 1303: Mr. FLEISCHMANN.
H. Res. 1305: Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. DONALDS,
and Mr. BURCHETT.
H. Res. 1306: Ms. TOKUDA.
H. Res. 1308: Mr. ESPAILLAT.
H. Res. 1309: Mr. CARSON and Mr. NEGUSE.
H. Res. 1315: Mr. ARMSTRONG.
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The Senate met at 11:30 and 5 seconds
a.m. and was called to order by the
Honorable TiMm KAINE, a Senator from
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

Senate

The Parliamentarian read the fol-
lowing letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 25, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the StandIng Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable TiM KAINE, a Senator
from the Commonwealth of Virginia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. KAINE thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL FRIDAY,
JUNE 28, 2024

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate stands adjourned until 12 noon
on Friday, June 28, 2024.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:30 and 34
seconds a.m., adjourned until Friday,
June 28, 2024, at 12 noon.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING TEXAS-24 HOMETOWN
HERO ELLIOTT WYCHE

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor our Texas—24 Hometown Hero, Elliott
Wyche. A native of Hurst, Elliott has shown us
the boundless nature of a child's magical
imagination. Born with half a heart and having
undergone three open heart surgeries, Elliott
has battled immense challenges with remark-
able courage and resilience.

Last month, Elliott not only inspired L.D. Bell
High School’s fine arts department through his
creative vision, but he also played an integral
role in their musical production. Elliott sub-
mitted his original story in the form of illustra-
tions to the Sing Me a Story Foundation,
which gave his drawings to Austin composer
Mitch Gilly to transform into music.

The school’'s orchestra, choir, and theater
students rehearsed all spring to bring Elliott’s
creativity to life. The story, titled “Smashers
Crashers,” follows three superheroes who
unite to defeat evil. Both his story and the
school’'s heartwarming gesture are a testa-
ment to the broader sense of community and
compassion that makes North Texas special.

Elliott has inspired North Texans to over-
come adversity with grace, joy, and extraor-
dinary spirit. | look forward to seeing his ambi-
tion grow from here.

RECOGNIZING THE 127"TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREATER WARD
CHAPEL AME CHURCH

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor The Greater Ward Chapel Afri-
can American Episcopal Church as they cele-
brate their 127th church anniversary. An event
to celebrate this singular occasion was held
on Sunday, June 23, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. at the
church in Columbus, Georgia.

Ward Chapel rose from humble beginnings
in 1897 under a bush at the corner of Thir-
teenth Avenue and 24th Street in Columbus,
Georgia. The first pastor of the church was
Reverend R.W. Miller. After that, Reverend
Swindom assumed the mantle of leadership
and pastored for one year. Rev. W.J. Fer-
guson became the next pastor and moved the
church to 26th Street, helping to rebuild it. In
1913, the church was reconstructed a second
time.

In 1937, The Reverend R.D. Griffin was ap-
pointed as the next pastor. In 1939, the
church was forced to move from the 26th
Street location by the Government Housing
Authority. The church was moved to Pou

Street and was rebuilt in 1940 for the third
time. The dedication of this building in honor
of God was held on April 16, 1944, by the
Presiding Elder of the Savannah District at the
time, the Reverend R.L. Butler. This location
included the first parsonage built in the history
of the church.

Reverend C.K. Knight took the helm of the
church in 1949. Blessed by a spirit of benevo-
lence, he made it possible for any child that
desired to matriculate at Morris Brown College
to improve their quality of life. Because of the
passing of the Reverend M.C. Davis, Rev-
erend Knight became the Presiding Elder of
the Columbus District in January 1955. Rev-
erend Knight never forgot about this love for
Ward Chapel and helped to select its next vi-
sionary leader, the Reverend S.F. Jackson.

Reverend Jackson was driven by his desire
to serve the Lord and to make Ward Chapel
the best church in the East Columbus District.
Many contributions happened under his lead-
ership to include the renovation of the parson-
age and church; the organ was paid off and
new pews were purchased. Furthermore, an
additional choir was formed—the Cathedral
Choir which was later renamed the S.F. Jack-
son Choir. Rev. Jackson was reassigned to
Americus, Georgia in 1961.

The Reverend M.L. Hood was appointed as
the next pastor and served at the church brief-
ly. He was followed by the Reverend M.B.
Mclendon. The greatest accomplishment of
Rev. Mclendon, besides bringing souls to
Christ, was the building of a new church edi-
fice. A groundbreaking ceremony was held on
November 16, 1967, to celebrate this great
milestone in the life of the church.

Another parsonage of the church was pur-
chased in 1984 at the cost of $60,000. The
Reverend R.B. Bass was appointed pastor in
1984 and his family was its first occupants.
Rev. Bass served the church faithfully from
April 1984 to May 1997. Among his many ac-
complishments included the mortgage burn-
ings of both the church and the parsonage,
the installation of new carpet, and the cush-
ioning of the pews.

Reverend Otis C. Duncan was the next
caretaker of this remarkable church. He
served faithfully until his retirement in Feb-
ruary of 2014. Rev Duncan’s accomplishments
were indeed special. During his trans-
formational ministry, Rev. Duncan transitioned
the church to a new ministry by changing the
name of the church to The Greater Ward
Chapel AME Church in anticipation of the
church accomplishing even greater things for
the Kingdom of God.

On May 10, 2012, the church selected a
new and dynamic leader to shepherd the
Greater Ward Chapel flock in the form of the
Reverend Conitras M. Houston Dickens, or as
she affectionately became known as “Pastor
C.” She was the youngest ever pastor to
serve at the church and was its first female
pastor. During her tenure, the Greater Ward
Chapel Development Center was established
to provide after school care was well as Sum-
mer Camp to community children, the Boy

Scout Troop 11-1, the Calvin Smyre Pastoral
Scholarship, the Voices of Wonder Young
Adult Choir, and many other ministries were
founded under her incredible leadership.

In October of 2016, Bishop Reginald Jack-
son appointed the Reverend Terrance Evan’s
as the new pastor. Pastor Evans has truly built
upon the great leaders of the Greater Ward
Chapel’'s past while putting his own visionary
niche on the church’s bright future. Accom-
plishments that were made under his stellar
leadership include a new front awning, the
paying off of the church van and debts, and
replacement of the church’s roof.

Over the years, people from all walks of life
have made a difference in the church and
worked well together for the betterment of the
Kingdom. The current members of Greater
Ward Chapel continue to build on the legacy
of labor and love that have set the standard
for the church’s success. The Greater Ward
Chapel's parishioners have worshipped the
Lord in spirit and in truth and have governed
themselves as humble, spirit filled believers
who are keen to do all they can as servants
of God.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join my wife Vivian and me, along with the
more than 765,000 people of Georgia’s Sec-
ond Congressional District in extending our
sincerest congratulations to The Greater Ward
Chapel AME Church and its current pastor,
Reverend Curtis Frazier, as they celebrate
127 glorious years of serving God and his
people. May Reverend Frazier and church
members continue to press forward to the high
mark of service and humility set forth by Jesus
Christ.

FAMINE THAT WASN'T

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. Wilson of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| was grateful last week to tour Israel where |
discovered the ‘Famine That Wasn’t' as cor-
rectly editorialized in the June 21st New York
Post: “Gaza’s supposed famine never hap-
pened. It was never more than Hamas propa-
ganda eagerly consumed by the left, the
media and the clueless Biden administration.”

“The chief UN food-insecurity agency an-
nounced this month that it finds the analysis
suggesting a famine was on the way wasn'’t
“plausible” and lacked “supporting evidence.”

“It turns out that the numbers from the Fam-
ine Early Warning System (a USAID project)
were utter garbage...”

Touring Kibbutz Nir Oz demolition and the
Nova Music Festival killing field is a chilling re-
minder all civilized countries are subject to
surprise murderous attacks without notice with
indiscriminate slaughter of innocent men,
women, and children.

Corrupt Judge Merchan continues to earn
ridicule for unethical persecution of Donald

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Trump. Now the Biden campaign has to waste
$50 million to smear Trump because Ameri-
cans clearly saw judicial abuse for election in-
terference. The result is Merchan re-earns my
invitation to attend the Trump Inauguration, as
Merchan re-elects Trump.

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops who
successfully protected America for 20 years as
the Global War on Terrorism moves from the
Afghanistan safe haven to America. We do not
need new border laws; we need to enforce ex-
isting laws. Biden shamefully opens borders
for dictators, as more 9/11 attacks across
America are imminent, as repeatedly warned
by the FBI.

RECOGNIZING MARLENE
PIASECKI'S RETIREMENT FROM
FAMILY SERVICE ASSOCIATION
OF BUCKS COUNTY

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr Speaker, | rise today
to recognize an extremely notable constituent
within my district, Marlene Piasecki of Wash-
ington Crossing, Pennsylvania who is retiring
from Family Service Association of Bucks
County, a non-profit agency located in
Langhorne, Pennsylvania after 23 years of
dedicated service.

Marlene graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania with a Masters in Social Work
She has dedicated her life to social services.
Holding several positions within Family Serv-
ice from Director of Development to Chief Op-
erating Officer to Interim Chief Executive Offi-
cer upon the sudden passing of their CEO,
Audrey J Tucker, Marlene will be remembered
for her mentorship, leadership and support of
the staff members and the Bucks County com-
munity over these 23 years.

Today, | am proud to recognize Marlene
Piasecki as an individual who has devoted her
career to helping others and helping to meet
the social service needs of Bucks County’s
residents.

We are all incredibly grateful for the positive
impact Marlene has had through her long ca-
reer, and we wish her much enjoyment in her
retirement.

RECOGNIZING COLONEL GARRETT
FISHER, UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE

HON. RON ESTES

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Colonel Garrett Fisher, who will
assume command of the United States Air
Force 15th Wing at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii. Fisher grew up in Burrton,
Kansas, before accepting an appointment to
the United States Air Force Academy in Colo-
rado Springs in 1997 from former 4th District
Congressman Todd Tiahrt He graduated in
2001 and was commissioned as a C-17 pilot.
Since then, he has achieved over 4,000 flight
hours in the T-37B, T-1A, T-6A, C-37A, and
C-17A aircraft.
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Throughout Colonel Fisher's career, he has
demonstrated the importance of a strong char-
acter and work ethic, laudable core values,
and commitment to his country. He has self-
lessly served across the United States and
world, from Hawaii to Washington D.C. to Eu-
rope and the Middle East. Colonel Fisher's
schooling has taken him across the country as
well, furthering his education at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, St. Louis University,
the Air Force Research Institute, and most re-
cently, the National War College. He is the re-
cipient of several major awards and decora-
tions, including the Defense Superior Service
Medal, the Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, and more.

| am grateful to Colonel Fisher for his serv-
ice and sacrifices and look forward to seeing
this Kansan excel as Commander of the 15th
Wing. The 15th Wing has a long history in
service to the United States, dating back to
World War 1l and the war in the Pacific.
Today, the 15th Wing is a critical component
to projecting combat power across the United
States Indo-Pacific Command. While this as-
signment comes with great responsibility, | am
confident Colonel Fisher will gracefully step
into this new role and make Kansas and our
country proud.

Again, congratulations to Colonel Garrett
Fisher as he assumes command of the 15th
Wing.

———

CELEBRATING LOS ANGELES
UNION STATION’S 85TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate Los Angeles Union Station’s 85th
anniversary.

Los Angeles Union Station opened its doors
in May of 1939, becoming the main railway
station in Los Angeles, California, and the
largest railroad passenger terminal in the
Western United States. This landmark enjoys
the great distinction of being known as the
“Last of the Great Train Stations” built in the
United States.

Owned by the Metro/Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority since
2012, Union Station is a major transportation
hub for Southern California, providing thou-
sands of passengers daily access to Amtrak
long distance trains, Amtrak California regional
trains, Metrolink commuter trains, and Metro
Rail subway and light rail lines.

Los Angeles Union Station is also a vibrant
landmark and symbol of Downtown Los Ange-
les. This station serves as a hub for visitors to
Los Angeles, and has been the star of hun-
dreds of movies, television shows and com-
mercials.

The station also showcases an array of arts
and cultural events from music and dance to
film screenings, architecture tours and holiday
programs, and was internationally recognized
as the host to the 93rd Oscars in 2021.

In the eight-plus decades since its opening,
Los Angeles Union Station has captured the
spirit and soul of Los Angeles and is a source
of great civic pride for Angelenos.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating this milestone for Los Angeles
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Union Station, and | look forward to seeing all
that they do in the next 85 years and beyond.

HONORING GEORGE B.
HERNANDEZ, JR.

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in honor of the retirement of George B.
Hernandez, Jr.

Mr. Hernandez spent the last 19 years serv-
ing South Texas as president and CEO of Uni-
versity Health. A member of the University
Health family for more than four decades, Mr.
Hernandez attended his first Board of Man-
agers meeting in December of 1980. Since
that time, University Health has become a na-
tionally recognized health care organization.
That growth would not have been possible
without his leadership.

University Health is a longtime fixture for
community health, trauma care, and disease
prevention in San Antonio. During his tenure,
Mr. Hernandez oversaw the opening of a new
state-of-the-art medical office building, the ex-
pansion and redesign of University Hospital,
and just last year, the opening of a women’s
and children’s hospital. Mr. Hernandez has en-
sured that University Health will continue to
expand, with construction of public health clin-
ics and community hospitals underway.

Notably, Mr. Hernandez led the health sys-
tem through the COVID-19 pandemic, with his
team of healthcare heroes administering more
than 600,000 doses of Covid vaccines
throughout our community.

A native of San Antonio, Mr. Hernandez has
never stopped giving back to his hometown,
serving on the boards of the United Way of
San Antonio and Bexar County, the Center for
Health Care Services, St. Mary’s University
and the San Antonio Medical Foundation.

Mr. Hernandez's efforts with University
Health have improved the lives of thousands
of South Texans. With his retirement, he
leaves behind a legacy of compassionate
care, education, and discovery that will con-
tinue on.

Mr. Speaker, | am happy to express my
gratitude for Mr. George Hernandez, Jr. and
his spirit of service to San Antonio.

———

RECOGNIZING JOANNA SEBELIEN
FOR HER ACHIEVEMENTS WITH
HARVESTERS

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with eternal gratitude to celebrate the long and
diverse career of Joanna Sebelien, the last 23
years of which were devoted to service with
the charitable food bank, Harvesters. Since
2001, Joanna has been an integral part of
Harvesters’ mission to create a healthy, thriv-
ing community where no one is hungry. As the
non-profit's Chief Resource Officer, she has
been responsible for its fundraising, volunteer
recruitment, food acquisition, communications,




June 25, 2024

and advocacy. During her long tenure, Joanna
has seen Harvesters’ recruitment of over 1
million volunteers across 2.5 million hours of
service, fundraising of over $300 million, and
acquisition of a whopping 1 billion pounds of
food. Let us take a moment to reflect on
Joanna’s long and fruitful career and its im-
pact on food security here in Missouri’'s 5th
District and beyond.

Although Joanna’s decorated career did not
begin with Harvesters, she has always sought
to make a difference in the lives of others with
her professional life. After graduating with hon-
ors from Boston College and receiving a mas-
ter's from Central Michigan University, Joanna
settled on the East Coast as an English teach-
er. It was in this position that she saw first-
hand the effect that food insecurity could have
on young people leading to misbehavior at
school. This experience ignited her passion for
fighting food insecurity so that no child would
become a victim of it like her students did.

Joanna settled in the Midwest and joined
Harvesters, an organization established in
1979 that focused on cutting back food waste
in Kansas City, in 2001. As one of the pio-
neering food banks in the country, Harvesters
quickly joined Feeding America, a national or-
ganization of food banks. The organization
has become a staple charity in Kansas City
and beyond, serving to ensure the human
right of food security for over forty years. From
the moment she joined Harvesters, Joanna
committed herself to its mission, exceeding
expectations in every way imaginable. Not
only did she quickly climb Harvesters’ ranks to
become Chief Resource Officer, she also in-
volved herself with state and national organi-
zations dedicated to fighting food insecurity.
She has served on three separate advisory
committees for Feeding America, the Break-
fast in the Classroom and Hunger Leader
groups for the Food Research and Action
Center, the local and Kansas State boards of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
Emergency Food and Shelter Program, and as
a member of Feeding Missouri. Such an illus-
trious resume demonstrates Joanna’s awe-in-
spiring dedication as a crusader for equality
and sets an example for anyone with similar
conviction to follow.

Joanna’s commitment to civic engagement
does not end with ensuring food security. She
also serves as a founding member of
Hartsook Companies Kansas City Advisory
Council, the Global Advisory Council, the
American Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals, Rotary 13, the Greater Kansas City
Chamber of Commerce Centurions, Chamber
Champions, and the Greater Missouri Leader-
ship Foundation. That is just her current en-
gagement, in the past, she has served on the
board of Empower Missouri and as a member
of the Non-Profit Advisory Group, Greater
Kansas City Community Foundation, and the
Heart of America Hunger Coalition. With her
expansive involvement across the non-profit
community, Joanna has become an
unstoppable force for good in the Greater
Kansas City area.

What | admire most about Joanna is her re-
silience in the face of adversity. Over the
course of her 23-year tenure at Harvesters,
she has endured some of the most trying
times our country has ever faced and has met
these challenges with strength and determina-
tion. In 2008, the Great Recession wreaked
havoc on the American economy, and the
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number of people needing food assistance
from Harvesters jumped by forty percent. Over
the next six years, Harvesters met this chal-
lenge by nearly doubling its food distribution.
Joanna herself was a crucial part of this suc-
cess, being named the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals Mid America Chapter’s
Fundraiser of the Year in 2008. Finally, in
2020, as the COVID-19 Pandemic hit, Har-
vesters saw another forty percent surge in
need. Despite a decreasing number of food
drives and volunteers due to safety concerns
and social distancing regulations, the organi-
zation distributed 65.9 million pounds of food
and fundraised $23 million, a record on both
counts. As Chief Resource Officer during this
period, Joanna was integral to this success.
Once again, she proved her ability to face any
challenge standing tall and handle it with the
utmost skill and grace.

Harvesters’ functions according to the belief
that access to nutritious food is a human right.
From the beginning of her career as a teacher
and through her 23 years with Harvesters, Jo-
anna Sebelien has understood this to be true.
Her commitment to combatting food insecurity
in Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District is an
inspiration to us all. Mr. Speaker, please join
me in celebrating Joanna’s 23 years of service
with Harvesters. On behalf of the 118th Con-
gress, | wish her a retirement as fulfilling as
her career.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF THERESA
ERNESTINE RICHARDSON POPE

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary life of Theresa Ernes-
tine Richardson Pope. A trailblazing educator,
passionate leader, and loving family member,
Mrs. Pope was a guiding light in our commu-
nity and changed the lives of many.

Born on January 8, 1944, in Somerset, Ken-
tucky, Mrs. Pope was raised by her maternal
grandparents, Reverend Robert Mae and
Sarah Jane Owsley, and in the loving com-
pany of her cousins, whom she considered
her siblings. In the early 1960s, Mrs. Pope at-
tended Somerset High School, becoming one
of the first Black students to integrate the
school. Mrs. Pope attended Kentucky State
University, where she met her husband, Jerry
D. Pope, Sr. In December 1965, the two were
married and moved to Buffalo to continue their
education at Buffalo State College. Here, Mrs.
Pope earned her Bachelor's Degree, Master’s
Degrees, and Certificate in School District Ad-
ministration and Educational Supervision.

Mrs. Pope dedicated her career to public
education, serving as an English Language
Arts teacher at various Buffalo public schools.
She became the first African American woman
to serve as an Assistant Principal at Seneca
Vocational High School and later went on to
become the Assistant Principal at Hutchinson
Central Technical High School. After 33 years
of dedicated service in the Buffalo Public
School System, Mrs. Pope entered a well-de-
served retirement.

Beyond the classroom, Mrs. Pope was pas-
sionate about serving her community in nu-
merous capacities. As a Golden Soror of
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and a member of
the Buffalo Gamma Phi Omega Chapter, Mrs.
Pope worked to strengthen the sorority’s com-
munity relations both locally and nationally. In
her retirement, Mrs. Pope continued to advo-
cate for better educational policies through her
leadership with the Buffalo Retired Teachers
and the Buffalo Retired Administrators Asso-
ciation. Mrs. Pope’s exceptional commitment
to community service earned her numerous
awards from the Second Temple Baptist
Church and the NAACP.

Today, Mrs. Pope is remembered as a lov-
ing mother of two, grandmother of six, and
great-grandmother of four. Please join me in
honoring Theresa Ernestine Richardson Pope
for her lifetime of service and her commitment
to making education a reality for all.

——
RECOGNIZING 4TH ANNUAL
GREATER PRINCE WILLIAM

JUNETEENTH PARADE AND THE
DIVINE NINE

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the 4th Annual Greater Prince Wil-
liam Juneteenth Parade in commemoration of
the 159th Juneteenth.

June 19, 2024, marks the 159th commemo-
ration of Juneteenth, a celebration of the lib-
eration of enslaved African Americans. On
June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon
Granger led troops to Galveston, Texas to
issue General Order No. 3, which made clear
that slavery had been abolished in 1863, two
and a half years prior, with the Emancipation
Proclamation.

This significant moment in American history
is worthy of recognition, and the annual Great-
er Prince William Juneteenth Parade provides
that opportunity to the community. This year’s
parade seeks to celebrate the National Pan-
Hellenic Council, known as the Divine Nine,
and recognize their continued dedication to
supporting Black communities worldwide. For
more than 100 years, this group of nine his-
torically Black Greek-letter organizations has
uplifted Black communities through civic ac-
tion, community service, and kinship. It is my
privilege to join the greater Prince William
County community in recognizing the dedi-
cated work of the Divine Nine.

The importance of this historic day deserves
recognition and celebration. This annual pa-
rade, which does just that, would not have
been possible without the dedicated work of
the Greater Prince William Juneteenth Parade
Committee—composed of Ms. Mellionese
Bennett, Ms. Ebony Lofton, and Ms. Cydny A.
Neville. | thank them for their commitment to
bringing this celebration to life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the 159th anniversary of
Juneteenth and the 4th Annual Greater Prince
William Juneteenth Parade. Thank you to the
Divine Nine for their dedication and to the pa-
rade committee for highlighting the celebration
of such a significant historical event.
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CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION OF
THOMAS AUSTIN, ARCHITECT OF
THE CAPITOL

HON. BRYAN STEIL

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, | rise, along with
my fellow members of the Architect of the
Capitol Congressional Commission—Speaker
of the House MIKE JOHNSON, House Minority
Leader HAKEEM JEFFERIES, Committee on
House Administration Ranking Member JOE
MORELLE, former Chairwoman Kay Granger
and incumbent Chairman Tom COLE of the
Committee on Appropriations, and Appropria-
tions Committee Ranking Member ROSA
DELAURO, as well as my Senate colleagues,
the Senate Majority and Minority leaders, the
Chairwoman and Ranking Member of the Sen-
ate Committee on Rules and Administration,
and the Chairwoman and Ranking Member of
the Senate Committee on Appropriations—to
congratulate Thomas Austin on his appoint-
ment to the role of Architect of the Capitol.

The Architect of the Capitol plays a vital role
in welcoming millions of visitors to our Capitol
and ensuring it is a functional workplace.
Thomas Austin has managed construction
projects and facilities of all sizes, maintained
one of our nation’s most hallowed landmarks,
and served our country in the military. We are
confident that with his extensive experience,
Thomas Austin will be an adept and capable
Architect of the Capitol.

The Commission also wants to thank Chief
Engineer Chere Rexroat and Chief of Oper-
ations Joe DiPietro for their service as succes-
sive acting Architects of the Capitol over the
past year. Their leadership over the past year
provided stability for the AOC and reassured
us all that the AOC could continue to fulfill its
important mission to serve Congress and the
public. They have the appreciation of a grate-
ful congressional community.

———
RECOGNIZING DR. JEFFREY
DUCHIN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO

PUBLIC HEALTH
HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Jeffrey Duchin who is retiring
after a thirty-year career in public health, most

recently as the Health Officer for Public
Health—Seattle & King County.
Dr. Duchin began working at Public

Health—Seattle & King County in 1994 on as-
signment from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to handle the Tuberculosis and
HIV programs. Four years later, Dr. Duchin
served as the Public Health—Seattle & King
County Chief of Vaccination and Commu-
nicable Disease Epidemiology, a position he
held until he was named Health Officer in
2015. He has lent his expertise to numerous
national policy and advisory bodies where he
helped shape approaches to immunizations
and infectious diseases. Dr. Duchin is also a
longtime Professor at the University of Wash-
ington’s Schools of Medicine and Public
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Health. In this capacity, he provides
mentorship to students and publishes research
on communicable disease. His contributions to
infectious disease research will undoubtedly
leave a mark on the field for years to come.

Dr. Duchin’s outstanding work helped King
County and Washington State navigate the
COVID-19 pandemic and better prepare for
public health emergencies. In 2020, King
County experienced America’s first known
COVID-19 case and the first large outbreak.
Dr. Duchin immediately stepped into action
and his leadership was nationally recognized.
During this time, Dr. Duchin prioritized com-
munity engagement and solutions that cen-
tered equity. My staff and | partnered closely
with Public Health—Seattle & King County
during the pandemic. Dr. Duchin’s invaluable
expertise, frequent updates and excellent
communication were essential for the intergov-
ernmental partnerships that supported our
communities throughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Dr. Duchin’s prioritization of science
and deep understanding of the intersectionality
of health saved countless lives.

Dr. Duchin’s tireless commitment to public
health has benefitted the lives of so many in
King County and beyond. His leadership will
serve as a model for Washington State’s lead-
ers for years to come. | ask my colleagues to
join me in celebrating his many accomplish-
ments and contributions to public health. On
behalf of Washington’s 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, | thank Dr. Jeffrey Duchin for his service
to the people of the Pacific Northwest.

———

END JEW HATRED NATIONAL
CAMPAIGN

HON. NICK LaLOTA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the need to end antisemitism in
this generation. | strongly condemn anti-
semitism in all its forms and | will continue to
stand firmly and proudly to end discrimination
against, and persecution of, the Jewish com-
munity.

Three years ago on Yom Hashoah, Israel’s
Holocaust Remembrance Day, members of
the Jewish community in New York and New
Jersey came together to form the End Jew
Hatred National Campaign, aimed at creating
a day of empowerment leading into Jewish
American Heritage Month and recognizing the
Jewish community’s contributions to American
history. | am proud of the work they have ac-
complished so far.

For millennia, the Jewish people have sus-
tained their shared religious, cultural, and eth-
nic identity and traditions in the face of en-
slavement, persecution, genocide, segrega-
tion, and discrimination, and all manner of ad-
versity. Despite their adversities, Jewish Amer-
icans have made indelible contributions to
New York and the United States’ culture, his-
tory, and social fabric, strengthening the coun-
try and helping shape all areas of American
life.

While we have made significant strides to
end the discrimination of Jews, the Jewish
community has continued to be subjected to
antisemitism and hate, including discrimination
in the workplace, at school, and in public
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spaces. The horrific tragedy of October 7th,
and the war that has carried on since has led
to a massive uptick of antisemitism. This anti-
semitism and hate has manifested itself as
both discrimination and violence targeting
Jews for their identity and seeking to deny
their shared identity, including their connection
to their ancestral homeland.

This can go on no more. We must stand as
a unified front and combat antisemitism wher-
ever it rears its ugly head. As long as | am
serving in Congress, | will always support our
Jewish community and work in a bipartisan
manner to end antisemitism once and for all.
On behalf of the First Congressional District of
New York, | thank the End Jew Hatred Na-
tional Campaign for their work and reaffirm my
commitment to ending antisemitism and hon-
oring our Jewish community.

HONORING DR. FEDERICO
ZARAGOZA

HON. SUSIE LEE

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor retiring Dr. Federico Zaragoza,
who has proudly served as President of the
College of Southern Nevada for half a decade.

Dr. Zaragoza has been an education leader
for more than 20 years, playing a critical role
in driving student success. Before relocating to
southern Nevada, Dr. Zaragoza served as
Vice Chancellor for Economic and Workforce
Development at a network of community col-
leges in San Antonio, Texas. For the past six
years, Dr. Zaragoza has led the College of
Southern Nevada, including three main cam-
puses, seven learning centers, and locations
that span 8,000 miles. Under his administra-
tion, graduation rates at the College of South-
ern Nevada nearly doubled between 2018 and
2021, and the College was designated as a
national Leader College of Distinction in 2019.

In addition to his role at the College of
Southern Nevada, Dr. Zaragoza has held sev-
eral leadership roles and memberships on
state and national committees and commis-
sions. As a Member of the Board of Directors
for the American Association of Community
Colleges (AACC), he advocates for nearly
1,200 community colleges and more than 12
million students nationwide. He also serves as
the U.S. representative on the Board of the
Inter-American Organization for Higher Edu-
cation (IOHE). He has previously served on
the National Skills Coalition’s Think Tank, and
as State Director for the Wisconsin—Job
Training Partnership Act Programs, Dean of
Continuing Education for the Milwaukee Area
Technical College, and Vice President for the
St. Philip’s College Southwest Campus.

Throughout his career in education, which
included delivering lectures and keynote ad-
dresses in the U.S. and across South Amer-
ica, as well as co-authoring workforce edu-
cation materials, Dr. Zaragoza has received
several awards for his work. These include the
Education Brillante Award from the National
Society of Hispanic MBAs (NSHMBA) and the
Texas Association of Community Colleges
Carl Nelson Leadership Award.

Dr. Zaragoza has had a significant impact
on higher education institutions and students
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in Nevada and across the country. Mr. Speak-
er, please join me today in honoring Dr.
Federico Zaragoza on his career of service
and student advocacy, and in congratulating
him on his retirement.

——————

HONORING FIRST SERGEANT
MARC BELO

HON. JASON CROW

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and service of Marc Belo, First
Sergeant, 2-135th General Support Aviation
Battalion. Marc was born in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania on April 8, 1970, and graduated from
Duquesne University with a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science in 1992.

Marc served this country for over 30 years
beginning with his enlistment in the Marine
Corps in 1994. He had the distinction of being
a member of the elite Marine Helicopter
Squadron One and transported the President,
Vice President, and other heads of state
around the world.

Following an honorable discharge in 2000,
Marc enlisted in the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guard to continue his love of flying,
mainly on the UH-60 Blackhawk. As part of
this enlistment, Marc was among those who
responded to the Pentagon on 9/11. In 2004,
Marc transferred to the Colorado Army Na-
tional Guard and joined the 2-135th
“Blackjacks.” During his service, Marc com-
pleted deployments to Afghanistan, Iraq, Jor-
dan, and Kosovo. While stateside, Marc con-
tributed to critical missions including wildfire
fighting and the National Guard helicopter
high-altitude rescue program.

Marc was a dedicated husband and father
whose humility, leadership, and good humor
touched thousands of lives. He met his high
school sweetheart Jennifer in 1986 and mar-
ried in 1995. Together Marc and Jennifer had
two daughters, Danjela and Nadija. Marc
loved nothing more than spending time with
friends. Marc and Jennifer lost their oldest
daughter Danjela following a battle with brain
cancer on August 15, 2023, only to learn a
few months later that Marc had colorectal can-
cer. Marc passed on May 15, 2024, nine
months to the day after his daughter Danjela.

This world is a better one because of the
legacy that Marc leaves behind in those he
impacted through his service, his friendship,
and his dedication to his family. His service to
our nation exemplifies the man, soldier, and
Marine he was. | honor Marc and extend my
condolences to his wife Jennifer, his daughter
Nadija, and his friends and family.

———

RECOGNIZING MACKINAW TRAILS
WINERY AND BREWERY

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize Mackinaw Trail Winery and Brew-

ery on 20 years of business and service to the
Upper Peninsula and Northern Michigan.
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Founded in 2004, the esteemed business is
owned and operated by Ralph and Laurie Sta-
bile, fulfilling Ralph’s lifelong dream of owning
a winery. In 2010, their son Dustin took over
the operations of the production facility, con-
tinuing the family tradition of producing excel-
lent wines for patrons all across the UP and
state of Michigan.

Mackinaw Trails is rapidly expanding and is
one of the best wineries in Michigan, with a
brand new, state of the art facility that was re-
cently built in Petoskey, Michigan.

The winery has been critically acclaimed as
one of the finest in the entire state and has
even been referred to as the “North Star” of
the Michigan wine industry.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Mackinaw Trail Winery and Brewery on 20
years of business and service to the Upper
Peninsula and Northern Michigan. Their excel-
lence and hard work has been a boom for the
local economy and a staple of the community,
and | wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors.

———————

RECOGNIZING LANCE CORPORAL
B.A. FRAZIER

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate Lance Corporal B.A.
Frazier on being named the South Carolina
Highway Patrol Statewide 2023 Trooper of the
Year by the South Carolina Department of
Public Safety (SCDPS).

This award is presented each year to a
South Carolina law enforcement officer whose
valorous acts go above and beyond the call of
duty.

Last year, after a late-night traffic stop for a
speeding ticket, Lance Corporal Frazier was
wounded when the driver opened fire before
driving off. However, even with his injuries, he
was heroically able to get a detailed descrip-
tion of the vehicle, which helped the eventual
apprehension of the suspect shortly after.

Upon receipt of his Trooper of the Year rec-
ognition, Commander of the SC Highway Pa-
trol, Colonel Christopher Williamson said,
“Lance Corporal Frazier exemplifies the High-
way Patrol’s core values of selfless service, in-
tegrity, and responsibility, even in the mo-
ments after he was shot on duty. His resil-
ience in his recovery and determination to re-
turn to duty after this incident reflects the true
spirit of a dedicated public servant. We very
much appreciate the SC Sheriff's Association
for recognizing Frazier with this honor.”

Lance Corporal Frazier is a Navy veteran
who has been with Highway Patrol Troop 7
since 2018. He currently serves in Post A,
which covers Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell,
and Hampton counties.

Additionally, | would like to recognize
Destany Hodgkins for being the Blythewood
Telecommunications Center nominee for the
2023 Statewide Telecommunications Operator
of the Year Award by the SCDPS.

| am grateful to Lance Corporal Frazier and
all those in the South Carolina Highway Patrol
for their service in protecting the families of
the Second District and the Palmetto State.
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HONORING REV. DR. WADE A. STE-
VENSON ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS 21ST PASTORAL ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate my dear friend, and
a respected faith leader, Rev. Dr. Wade A.
Stevenson, on the occasion of his 21st pas-
toral anniversary at Gideon Missionary Baptist
Church in Waukegan, lllinois. For more than
two decades Pastor Stevenson’s leadership
has helped further the spiritual well-being of
not only his congregation at Gideon, but the
entire surrounding community.

Rev. Dr. Stevenson was invited to become
pastor of Gideon Missionary Baptist Church in
2003. At the time, he was the Pastor for
Farristown Baptist Church in Berea, Kentucky,
the state in which he grew up and where he
earmned his degrees from the University of
Kentucky and Lexington Theological Semi-
nary. On October 19, 2003, Gideon held a for-
mal installation service for Pastor Stevenson.

As a man of faith, Pastor Stevenson’s mis-
sion for leadership is: To Equip the Saints to
Serve, True to this mission, he has empow-
ered his congregation to support their families,
their church and their community.

| am honored to have personally observed,
and experienced, the extraordinary leadership
and powerful ministry of Pastor Stevenson for
more than a decade. Across the year’s, | have
come to know Pastor Stevenson as an excep-
tional leader, teacher and friend.

Pastor Stevenson is widely recognized in
our community for his remarkable service and
many accomplishments. He even had the
honor of delivering an opening prayer as guest
chaplain in this chamber in 2016. Yet, more
than the accolades and awards, he is beloved
as a beacon of hope, optimism and spirituality
for all who know him.

| congratulate Rev. Dr. Wade A. Stevenson,
his wife Gloria, his three sons, and the entire
Gideon family in honor of his twenty-first pas-
toral anniversary with Gideon Missionary Bap-
tist Church, and in recognition of his 34 years
in the pastoral ministry, | wish him and the en-
tire congregation blessings of health, happi-
ness and peace.

HONORING KIMBERLY DUDECK’S
CONTRIBUTIONS TO NORTHERN
INDIANA

HON. RUDY YAKYM III

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize and congratulate Kimberly Dudeck, who
is retiring on June 27 after 43 years of pro-
viding care to Hoosiers in northern Indiana as
a recreational therapist, including for the past
36 years at Memorial Hospital of South Bend'’s
Inpatient Rehabilitation center.

Raised in South Bend, Kim has spent over
four decades embodying compassionate care
and addressing the mental, physical, and spir-
itual health needs of the patients she has
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been tasked with looking after. In her vocation
as a recreational therapist, Kim has cared for
all kinds of patients, including stroke victims,
those suffering from traumatic brain injuries,
cardiac patients, amputees, trauma patients,
people with spinal cord injuries and neuro-
logical disorders, and cancer patients. With
every patient, Kim has provided tailored and
individualized therapy and care that fits the
person’s specific needs and interests, and
which helps them successfully re-enter their
community after they have experienced a life
altering event.

Part of what has made Kimberly such a
special person to all those who know her is
how she has consistently gone above and be-
yond to help others and how she has been an
agent for positive change. This passion for
helping others has included starting the ther-
apy dog program on the rehabilitation unit,
spearheading a neuro group for stroke sur-
vivors and their families, coordinating the an-
nual rehab reunion for previous rehab pa-
tients, and serving on the Board of Directors
for the Special Olympics.

So many people have benefited from Kim’s
care over the years, and she has undoubtedly
made the greater South Bend community a
better and kinder place to live. | and many
other Hoosiers are extremely grateful to Kim-
berly Dudeck for her many years of caring for
patients and doing diligent, dedicated work to
help others recover and lead better, more ful-
filling lives. | wish Kim and her family all the
best going forward and a very well-deserved
and happy retirement as she begins the next
chapter of her life. God bless Kimberly
Dudeck.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE WHITLEY
COUNTY 4-H FAIR

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cel-
ebrate the 100th anniversary of the Whitley
County 4-H Fair.

Though 1924 marked the first year of the
fair's uninterrupted, century-long run, its his-
tory extends all the way back to 1856 in var-
ious forms. This long-standing tradition has
made Whitley County a leader in Indiana fairs
since before the American Civil War.

The fair has always been about helping,
educating, and entertaining Hoosiers. But it
has also fulfilled an even deeper role for Whit-
ley County residents: fostering a sense of
community. This is its most significant and
cherished contribution.

Whether through its ball games, picnics, or
opportunities for proud farmers to display their
finest produce for neighbors, the fair has fos-
tered countless moments of community over
the past century.

This legacy is perhaps best exemplified by
a 1935 article in the Prairie Farmer. When the
marshal of that year's parade was thrown from
his horse and broke his ankle, the farmers at
the fair took up a collection to pay his medical
bills and lost wages. The article states, “That’s
the kind of folks these big-hearted Whitley
County farmers are. They're always ready to
help a neighbor . . .” That was true then, and
it remains true today.
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The 4-H fair has made an indelible impact
on the families, farmers, and businesses of
Whitley County, and it will continue to do so
for another hundred years or more. As the slo-
gan for the fast-growing fair in 1935 declared:
“Forward, Whitley County!”

RECOGNIZING PORTUGUESE AMER-
ICANS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
UNITED STATES

HON. JOHN S. DUARTE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. DUARTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the month of June as National Por-
tuguese Heritage Month, honoring the con-
tributions Portuguese Americans make to our
country.

As the descendant of immigrants from the
Azores, | admire the rich culture and history of
Portuguese communities in the Central Valley,
throughout California, and across the country.
To me, Portuguese Heritage Month brings
back memories of Festas—celebrations spent
enjoying Portuguese culture, and food. | for
one, have spent many days with friends and
family enjoying sopas, sweet bread, and
linguica. Bullfights, parades, and, of course,
the bodo de leite are cherished traditions in
our Valley. These events are made possible
by the dedication of cultural organizations who
commit themselves to keeping Portuguese
heritage alive.

Over 350,000 Portuguese Americans call
California home—the largest community in the
United States. This community shapes life in
our State, and, especially, the Central Valley.
The story of the Valley would be impossible
without the stories of thousands of Azoreans
who crossed an ocean and a continent deter-
mined to live the American Dream. Today, that
dream is realized. Portuguese-Americans are
leaders in dairy and farming, serve proudly in
the U.S. military, and give back to our country
in countless ways. Three Representatives of
Portuguese heritage serve our Valley in Con-
gress, and | am honored to be among them.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House to join me in proudly recognizing Por-
tuguese Americans’ invaluable contributions to
our Nation’s history, culture, and prosperity as
we celebrate National Portuguese Heritage
Month.

CONGRATULATING BETH AHEARN
ON HER RETIREMENT

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize an unwavering leader in my state
who is retiring after several decades of dedi-
cated service to environmental stewardship,
legislative leadership, and an inclusive democ-
racy.

For over thirty years, Beth Ahearn has
worked tirelessly to protect Maine’s environ-
ment, advance climate policies, expand voting
rights, and secure elections. As the Director of
Government Affairs for both Maine Conserva-
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tion Alliance and Maine Conservation Voters,
Beth’s guidance was instrumental in shaping
impactful policies for the betterment of Maine’s
natural resources and democratic processes.

Prior to Beth’s tenure with Maine Conserva-
tion Voters, her experience and breadth of
knowledge were influential in various capac-
ities. Beth’s previous roles included lobbying
on behalf of Moose Ridge Associates, rep-
resenting children as guardian ad litem, as
staff attorney for Maine Audubon, and as an
Assistant District Attorney in Cumberland and
Androscoggin Counties.

Throughout her distinguished career, Beth
oversaw several achievements that will protect
Maine’s environment for generations to come.
In addition to crafting common sense legisla-
tion to make conservation, climate action, and
voting rights political priorities, Beth guided the
restoration of alewives on the St. Croix River,
led the passage into law the Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility Program for Packaging
and secured funding for the Land for Maine’s
Future Program.

Beth Ahearn’s commitment to the environ-
ment and strengthening our democracy makes
me very proud to represent her and the State
of Maine in Congress. | wish Beth the best in
her retirement, and | wholeheartedly thank her
for her many years of influential work.

HONORING THE LIFE OF DOUG
DURHAM

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Doug Durham who passed away at the
age of 94 on April 11, 2024. Doug served hon-
orably in the United States Navy during the
Korean War and continued his dedication to
serving our country after leaving the service.

Born in Reed City, Michigan on July 7,
1929, Doug served on the first ship to leave
the United States for Korea, the USS Endicott
DMS 25. On the Endicott, Doug took part in
the mission to sweep mines in Hungnam Har-
bor and assist in the Christmas Miracle evacu-
ation of 105,000 servicemembers from the
Chosin reservoir. He was honored as a Hum-
boldt Hero and was selected to participate in
an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. to see
the memorials built to honor him and others
that served.

Doug continued to serve his country in the
private sector after leaving the Navy. He was
instrumental in the development of a
groundbreaking missile detection system dur-
ing his 30-year career at Lockheed. His con-
tributions to this field were invaluable. He was
a committed patriot, but his service to this
country was not purely through national de-
fense.

Doug had a passion for volunteering. He de-
voted much of his time to the Humboldt Senior
Resource Center, Area 1 Agency on Aging,
the Ingomar Club Board, and the Historical
Committee. When Alzheimer’s claimed the life
of Doug’s spouse, Virginia, he established a
caregiver support group to make sure that oth-
ers had the help and training they needed to
care for family members stricken by the dis-
ease.

Doug was captivated by the beauty of our
natural world and found solace in nature. He
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was an avid hunter and fisherman. He was a
strong advocate for the protection of
salmonids and worked tirelessly with CalTrout
to push for the enactment of policies pro-
tecting these fish and their habitat. He was a
master rosarian and taught classes on the cul-
tivation of roses. He loved spending time with
his many friends. His wit, humor, and kindness
left an indelible mark on all he met.

Doug is survived by his sister, Judy, and
preceded in death by Virginia, his wife of 50
years, as well as his father, Jules, mother Har-
riette, stepmother Eleanor, and sister Georgia.
He is remembered as a loving husband and
brother, a community leader, a patriot, and a
dear friend to all who knew him.

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that Doug
Durham was a dedicated public servant who
will be missed and whose many contributions
to Humboldt County and the nation are worthy
of commendation. Therefore, it is fitting and
proper that we honor his many contributions
and express our deep condolences to his fam-
ily and friends.

———

CONGRATULATING FAYTHE
PETERSEN ON HER RETIREMENT

HON. MIKE FLOOD

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, | want to
congratulate Mrs. Faythe Petersen of Norfolk,
Nebraska on her retirement.

Faythe is a longtime public servant with
over 44 years of service with the Norfolk Fire
and Rescue.

Over decades, she supported generations of
first responders both on call and off. She as-
sisted with public education programs, helped
plan for emergencies and disasters, and co-
ordinated with local, State, and Federal public
safety responders.

With her efforts, Norfolk Fire and Rescue
was better able to serve the community of
Norfolk. | know she will be greatly missed in
the department.

On behalf of the First District of Nebraska,
| thank Faythe for her service to the commu-
nity of Norfolk, and extend best wishes to her
on her retirement.

———

HONORING JOHN AGENOR
CANNADY, SR.

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
John Agenor Cannady, Sr., who peacefully
passed away on Saturday, April 20, 2024, sur-
rounded by his loving family at his home in Al-
exandria, Virginia. John, age eighty-seven,
leaves behind a legacy of love, wisdom, and
service that is deeply cherished.

John was a U.S. Airforce Technical Ser-
geant, he enlisted in the United States Air
Force in 1954, serving with distinction in var-
ious locations worldwide, including Libya,
Spain, Vietnam, Japan, Korea, and England.
He also served at multiple locations within the
United States, Nebraska, Indiana, Kansas,
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and North Carolina. John retired in 1977, at
Pease AFB in Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
after serving our country for 23 years. His very
noble contributions earned him numerous Air
Force Medals, symbolizing his unwavering
dedication to his country.

Following his military service, John worked
in the Intelligence Community, for the U.S.
Government, at Raytheon/E-Systems, as an
Electronic Technician. There, he continued to
serve our National Security community for
more than 12 years, and eventually retired
with a total of more than 35 years of dedicated
service.

John Agenor Cannady, Sr. was preceded in
death by his beloved wife, Antionette
Cannady. He leaves behind five children, nine
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren and
one great-great grandchild. His legacy lives on
through his large and loving family who re-
member him as filled with profound knowl-
edge, an enthusiastic advocate of education, a
generous and wise man.

———

HONORING MIKE HOWARD

HON. JAKE LaTURNER

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
appreciation for a member of my staff, Mike
Howard, who has recently embarked on a new
job off the Hill after nearly three years of serv-
ice as my communications director. Mike
began in my office in August of 2021, and has
served since then as a trusted advisor who
has constantly sharpened our team and en-
sured that we are able to get out the message
of our work here in Congress to my constitu-
ents from Galena to Atchison.

Mike has spent countless early mornings
and late nights preparing with me for inter-
views, town halls, committee hearings, and
making sure that we are able to clearly explain
the work that we do here. Mike will be sorely
missed as he moves on to this new role, but
| would like to thank him once again for his
dedication and commitment to the people of
the Second Congressional District of Kansas.

CONGRATULATING ROMEO
LUCCHESI

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Romeo Lucchesi, the Visual Infor-
mation Specialist at the Lt. Col. Luke Weath-
ers Jr. VA Medical Center in Memphis, for his
successes in video marketing and film-making.
Earlier this year, he won a Gold Aster Award
for excellence in healthcare advertising for his
special video production “A Tribute to Lt. Col.
Luke Weathers Jr.” Earlier this year, he also
won an Emmy Award for his documentary
video essay “The Green Beret Who Fought
Muhammad Ali.” Lt. Col. Luke Weathers, Jr.
was a Tuskegee Airman from Memphis. Dur-
ing World War I, Weathers was credited with
shooting down German planes while pro-
tecting U.S. Army Air Corps bombers. As a re-
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sult of his stellar flying record, he earned an
Air Medal with 7 Clusters, the Distinguished
Flying Cross, and the American Theater Rib-
bon Victory Medal WWII. After the War, he
worked for the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) and eventually returned to Memphis,
where he continued to support African Ameri-
cans in the military, aviation, and elsewhere.
Lt. Col. Weathers’s inspirational story moved
me to introduce legislation to rename the
Memphis VA after him. Lucchesi produced a
memorial video of Lt. Col. Weathers for a re-
naming ceremony of the Memphis VA Medical
Center in July 2023. “The Green Beret Who
Fought Muhammad Ali” tells the story of Mem-
phis native Henry Hooper, a Booker T. Wash-
ington High school graduate who enlisted in
the Marines and later joined the U.S. Army’s
Special Forces Green Berets. As a Green
Beret, he was invited to the U.S. Olympic Box-
ing Trials in 1960 held at San Francisco’s Cow
Palace, where he sparred with Cassius Clay,
later known as Muhammad Ali, who won the
Gold Medal in the light heavyweight division in
the Rome Olympics later that year. Hooper
describes the fight in the film, explaining that
for a split second, he took his eyes off Ali, and
got knocked down. Ali won the match on a
technical knock out. Hooper spent 11 years on
active duty, some of it in Vietnam, while Ali re-
sisted the draft and was charged with draft
evasion in a case later overturned by the U.S.
Supreme Court. Hooper later became a Secret
Service agent and was assigned White House
duty during the Carter Administration. At a
state dinner to which Muhammad Ali had been
invited, Ali approached Hooper saying he was
sure they’d met before. Hooper said they’d
met at the Cow Palace and they embraced.
Hooper’s colleagues asked about the encoun-
ter because they had never heard the story of
the boxing match. As Hooper explains it, he
didn’t talk about it: “I lost. | got beat . . . but
he (Ali) remembered.” Hooper, now a retired
insurance agent in Memphis, is finally getting
the adulation as a veteran that he deserves,
and it is thanks to Mr. Lucchesi’s talented
filmmaking. The six-minute documentary can
be viewed on the Medical Center's Facebook
page. Romeo Lucchesi’s talent is apparent,
and | am pleased that he is working at the Lt.
Col. Luke Weathers Jr. VA Medical Center,
helping to tell the stories and honor those who
have sacrificed to protect our freedoms. | con-
gratulate him on his successes and look for-
ward to seeing what else he has in store for
us.

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF BRIG-
ADIER GENERAL DEREK M.
SALMI

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize United States Air Force Brigadier
General Derek M. Salmi for his critical service
and outstanding leadership as Commander of
the 60th Air Mobility Wing, Travis Air Force
Base.

Brigadier General Salmi commissioned from
the Air Force Academy in 1998 after earning
his Bachelor of Science in political science.
Throughout his 25-year-long career, he has
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commanded at the squadron, group, and wing
levels and served as a command pilot with
more than 3,000 hours in mobility and trainer
aircraft. In addition, he has deployed in sup-
port of Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi
Freedom, and New Dawn.

As the Travis Air Force Base 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing Commander, Brigadier General Salmi
led the Air Force’s largest air mobility organi-
zation in terms of personnel and was respon-
sible for the well-being and readiness of more
than 26,100 active-duty, reserve and civilian
personnel, and their families. In addition, he
managed $13 billion in capital assets, exe-
cuted a $650 million budget, and oversaw the
Air Force’s largest medical center in the conti-
nental United States. Brigadier General
Salmi’s critical leadership and expertise not
only made our country safer, but also helped
improve the lives of the thousands of military
and civilian personnel who work at Travis Air
Force Base.

Brigadier General Salmi’'s commitment to
preparing the units at Travis Air Force Base to
respond to any potential threat characterized
his tenure as Commander of the 60th Air Mo-
bility Wing. He led the 60th Air Mobility Wing
in executing two intensive joint Agile Combat
Employment exercises in the United States
Indo-Pacific Command theater of operations
while simultaneously providing 35 percent of
all Department of Defense logistics support to
Ukraine.

Under Brigadier General Salmi’s leadership,
the 60th Air Mobility won 117 United States
Air Force and Air Mobility Command awards.
In addition, he directed multiple key military
construction projects that will make Travis Air
Force Base more resilient and our country
more secure.

Brigadier General Salmi's selfless commit-
ment to the military personnel and families
stationed at Travis Air Force Base has undeni-
ably improved the base for future generations
of servicemembers. On behalf of California’s
Eighth Congressional District, | would like to
extend my sincere gratitude for Brigadier Gen-
eral Salmi’'s dedication and service to our
country and community. | know Travis Air
Force Base and the Solano County community
join me in extending our best wishes as Briga-
dier General Salmi embarks on his future en-
deavors.

HONORING GEORGE HOWARD

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today | cele-
brate the remarkable life and upcoming 100th
birthday of George Howard, an African Amer-
ican World War Il veteran and an esteemed
resident of Lansing, Michigan. Born in Bir-
mingham, Alabama on February 22, 1925, Mr.
Howard has led a life of service, resilience,
and love for his fellow man. His story is one
of transformation, from facing adversity and
discrimination to building meaningful and trust-
ing relationships across racial lines.

Mr. Howard’s service to our nation began
when he was drafted into the U.S. Army Air
Forces in 1943. During World War Il, he
served in an all-Black unit and was respon-
sible for handling and organizing munitions, a
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duty that often placed him under enemy fire.
His bravery was demonstrated in key cam-
paigns, including in Naples and the Rome-
Arno operations in ltaly, and his attachment to
the 12th and 15th Air Forces and the Medi-
terranean Allied Air Force.

Mr. Howard’'s service earned him multiple
decorations, including the European-African-
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with Bronze
Star, the Good Conduct Medal, and the WWII
Victory Medal.

The experiences Mr. Howard had during the
war affected his outlook on life. While serving
in Italy and Switzerland, he encountered a
level of respect and equality from Europeans
that was often denied to him in the segregated
American South. These experiences fueled his
desire to promote equality and understanding
among all people, a mission he has carried
with him throughout his life.

Upon returning to the United States, Mr.
Howard once again faced the harsh realities of
a segregated society. Though he had served
with honor and integrity, he and other African
American veterans were excluded from cele-
brations. Despite the lack of recognition and
disrespectful treatment, he remained focused
on the values he fought for during the war. He
expressed deep gratitude for President Tru-
man’s decision to desegregate the U.S. Armed
Forces in 1948, a significant step towards
equality.

After his military service, Mr. Howard moved
to Brooklyn, New York, and eventually settled
in Michigan, where he built a career as a
physical therapy technician at Ingham Medical
Center in Lansing. His professional dedication
was matched by his passion for jazz music. A
proud father of three, he and his saxophone
were often exiled by his children to a friend’s
basement to practice in the early days of de-
veloping his talent. Eventually, he was not
only performing locally but also traveling
across the country to study and listen to other
jazz artists. At the age of 92, he realized a
lifelong dream by recording his first CD,
“George Howard and My Jazz Brothers,”
thanks to the support of his friends.

Mr. Howard’s life is a testament to the
power of perseverance and the strength found
in service to one’s country. To this day, he
strongly believes in the fundamental principle
that all men are created equal and has spent
his life fostering understanding and respect
among different cultures. He is also deeply
committed to ensuring that people learn about
the significant contributions of Black soldiers
who have served our country, from the Revo-
lutionary War to World War Il to today.

It is with great respect and admiration that
| recognize George Howard’s extraordinary
contributions and wish him a joyous celebra-
tion of his 100th birthday in the United States
House of Representatives.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF JOEY
CHIANG

HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the work of Joey Chiang, the cur-

rent president of the Taiwanese Chambers of
Commerce of North America (TCCNA). Mr.
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Chiang works tirelessly to lead the TCCNA in
their mission to support and connect Tai-
wanese business members in North America.

TCCNA was established in 1986 as a non-
profit organization. TCCNA encompasses thir-
ty-five regional chambers primarily composed
of Taiwanese immigrants. These regional
chambers span the U.S. and Canada, includ-
ing major metropolitan areas such as Los An-
geles, New York, and here in the nation’s cap-
ital. Under the careful stewardship of past
presidents, TCCNA has grown into the largest
transnational civilian organization in North
America. Serving as a vital platform for com-
munication between Taiwanese businesses in
North America and the Taiwanese govern-
ment, TCCNA regularly advocates for the im-
portance of bilateral U.S.-Taiwan trade rela-
tions. As of June 22, 2024, the TCCNA is
celebrating its 36th annual meeting of the
board of directors. This impressive milestone
is a testament to the dedication and passion
that TCCNA members bring to their organiza-
tion.

TCCNA would not be what it is today with-
out the guidance of President Joey Chiang.
Mr. Chiang, a talented developer in his own
right, has led TCCNA to gather forty new di-
rectors under his term. His expert hand
brought TCCNA great success in their annual
Washington DC Door Knocking Event, where
the organization visited over fifty members of
Congress. Furthermore, Mr. Chiang is not only
a talented and successful leader but a gen-
erous benefactor. During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, he personally arranged and donated
millions of masks from Taiwan to the United
States for frontline workers. Mr. Chiang’s zeal,
generosity, and expert governance has signifi-
cantly enhanced economic and cultural ex-
changes between Taiwan and the U.S.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues in the
House join me in commemorating the dedica-
tion of Joey Chiang, a man responsible for ad-
vancing Taiwanese-American commercial rela-
tions.

———

RECOGNIZING GLORIA ORTIZ-FISH-
ER FOR HER ACHIEVEMENTS
WITH THE WESTSIDE HOUSING
ORGANIZATION IN KANSAS CITY

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate Gloria Ortiz-Fisher for receiving the
prestigious 2024 Mid-America Regional Coun-
cil Regional Leadership Award. Gloria has
bettered the lives of countless people in Mis-
souri’s Fifth Congressional District through her
remarkable work as the Executive Director for
the Westside Housing Organization. This
award serves as a testament to her lifelong
commitment to supporting her community.

Born in Kansas City—the same city she
would later serve—Giloria graduated from Park
University with a Bachelor of Science in Ac-
counting and from DeVry University’s Keller
Graduate School with an MBA. Since then,
she boasts over 30 years of work experience
in the field of finance, using her skills to make
an impact on her fellow Kansas Citians. Nota-
bly, she served as the Director of Finance and
Purchasing for Jackson County, Missouri, from
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2003 to 2007 and served as a member of its
environmental task force, promoting energy ef-
ficiency across all County departments. A nat-
urally helpful and supportive person, Gloria
first started working with the Westside Hous-
ing Organization in 2011 at the request of a
friend in need, as there was a vacancy on the
board. The rest is history.

Gloria’s passion for community service and
volunteerism eventually earned her the title of
Executive Director of the Westside Housing
Organization, which was founded on these
very principles in 1973. The group began as
Kansas City neighbors joined forces to save
their communities from degradation and de-
struction, forming a local non-profit develop-
ment group now known as the Westside
Housing Organization. With over four decades
of experience, growth, and appreciation, the
Westside Housing Organization prides itself on
working, “at the intersection of home, health,
energy, and equity.” It not only builds new
housing in Kansas City, but also provides es-
sential repair and restoration efforts to citizens
who are unable to afford these costs.

Though it has expanded far beyond a small
group of neighbors repairing homes, the
Westside Housing Organization has main-
tained the neighborly sentiment that founded
the organization so long ago thanks to Gloria’s
diligent leadership. Gloria has brought far
more than remodeled roofs, pristine paint, or
functioning furnaces to disadvantaged neigh-
borhoods—she also brings care and dignity to
the people she serves. It is through Gloria that
the houses and residences the Westside
Housing Organization works on become
homes and communities.

Gloria’s impact on communities is as wide-
reaching as it is essential. Beginning with her
work for Jackson County, Gloria has worked
tirelessly to address ongoing climate concerns
and their harsh impact on housing for under-
privileged populations. She constantly advo-
cates for sustainability and environmentally
friendly housing initiatives, saving lower-in-
come households major costs. Her push for
climate sustainability extends beyond her job
requirements. Only a year into her role as Ex-
ecutive Director, the Westside Housing Orga-
nization was granted with a “Green Designa-
tion” from NeighborWorks America for being
committed to sustainability. Gloria also serves
as Commissioner of the Mayor's Energy Task
Force, promoting environmental conscious-
ness throughout the city.

Gloria pours her heart and soul into
bettering the lives of Kansas Citians—whether
that be in or out of the professional sphere. In
her free time, she serves as a mentor for
young Latino students in the University of Mis-
souri-Kansas City’s Avanzado program and is
an active member and Community Leader of
the Christ Community Church. Her record of
relentless service reminds me of Hebrews
13:16:—"“And do not forget to do good and to
share with others, for with such sacrifices God
is pleased.” Gloria continues to serve as a
shining example of helping others in need,
and | am filled with pride at her commitment
to service.

With Gloria’s devotion to the people of Kan-
sas City, | cannot think of a more deserving
recipient of the 2024 MARC Regional Leader-
ship Award. Recipients of this award have em-
bodied excellence and made meaningful con-
tributions to the Greater Kansas City region.
As a former recipient of this award, | am in-
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credibly pleased to have Ms. Ortiz-Fisher join
the cohort of those who have been granted
this honor for their leadership and service, and
| am honored to share this award with her.
May this achievement express the profound
appreciation the people of Kansas City, includ-
ing myself, have for her. Gloria is truly a
neighbor for all Kansas Citians and will con-
tinue to have a remarkable living legacy in this
city—one that will be felt for generations.

RECOGNIZING DONNA M. CHIERA
HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | use today to
congratulate Donna M. Chiera on her retire-
ment as President of the American Federation
of Teachers New Jersey (AFTNJ). Ms. Chiera
has dedicated over 40 years of service to the
education field and her contributions and ac-
complishments are truly deserving of this
body’s recognition.

As President of AFTNJ, Donna Chiera
brought a wealth of knowledge and experience
to the position. She worked as a special edu-
cation teacher and resource room teacher for
the Perth Amboy Public School District for
more than 30 years until her retirement from
teaching in 2011. Furthermore, Ms. Chiera
also served as president of the local union,
Perth Amboy Federation of Teachers, from
1991 until 2013, as well as AFTNJ executive
vice president for grades pre-K through 12.
Her long-standing involvement with AFT and
her tenure as an educator exemplify Ms.
Chiera’s commitment to serve and advance
New Jersey’s teachers and students.

Representing the interests of 30,000 mem-
bers of AFTNJ, Ms. Chiera has been an active
member of AFT national, chairing the Teach-
ers program and policy council, serving on
subcommittees, and participating in both the
National and New Jersey Teacher of the Year
selection

In addition to her leadership of AFTNJ, Ms.
Chiera is Vice President of the New Jersey
State AFL-CIO Executive Board and pre-
viously served as Vice President of the Mid-
dlesex-Somerset County Central Labor Coun-
cil, Education Chair of Perth Amboy’s Stra-
tegic Planning Task Force, and Education Co-
Chair for New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy’s
transition committee.

Mr. Speaker, please Join me in leading this
body in acknowledgement of the contributions
of Donna Chiera. She has tirelessly devoted
her time to New Jersey’s education and labor
communities, and | am honored to recognize
her today.

————

CELEBRATING THE 10TH
ANNIVERSARY OF OPEN BUFFALO

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Open Buf-
falo and the remarkable work they do to make
our community a more just, equitable place for
all.
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Founded in 2014, Open Buffalo is a non-
profit organization dedicated to advancing ra-
cial, economic, and ecological justice. Open
Buffalo works to make Western New York a
community free from discrimination and pov-
erty by prioritizing long-term solutions to ad-
dress systemic inequities. Through all of its
actions, Open Buffalo leads with the values of
empathy, accountability, collaboration, and re-
storative justice.

Open Buffalo’'s work takes place through
two main avenues—leadership development
and advocacy. They help to create Buffalo’s
next generation of skilled changemakers,
hosting leadership trainings to empower our
youth to make a positive difference in our
community. Further, Open Buffalo has in-
creased civic engagement in our community
by giving individuals the platform to voice their
own opinions and ideas.

Since Open Buffalo’s founding, they have
been a key advocate in social justice-based
change, making a tangible impact on the lives
of Western New Yorkers. Today, | wish to
highlight their newest project, the Open Buf-
falo Ecology Center. The creation of the “Eco
Center” will provide 10 acres of community
green space on the East Side of Buffalo.
Open Buffalo will host recreational activities
and educational events for all in the commu-
nity to participate in.

For 10 years, Open Buffalo has conducted
the grassroots work to make our community a
more equitable place for everyone. Please join
me in congratulating Open Buffalo on their
10th Anniversary and thanking them for their
remarkable service.

————

RECOGNIZING MAJOR RUSSELL
BARTHOLOW FOR 17 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE TO OUR
COUNTRY

HON. MIKE FLOOD

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, | want to
recognize Major Russell Bartholow for his 17
years of service with the Nebraska Army Na-
tional Guard.

Russell Bartholow joined the Nebraska
Army National Guard in 2007, motivated to do
something for our country and for this world.

In 2008, he was sent to Afghanistan, where
he spent 22 months serving as the head of a
five-person “Effects Cell.” He was responsible
for developing and conducting civil-military
projects in the nine northern Afghanistan prov-
inces. His team completed 31 projects, includ-
ing providing innocent children with clothes,
food and toys.

Major Bartholow always went above and be-
yond what was asked of him. When he saw
the innocent children, he worked hard to find
them a safe place to play. He was able to ne-
gotiate with Afghan businessmen and elders
to raise over $200,000 in funding for a park.
This park included a soccer field, basketball
court and merry-go-rounds and provided an
oasis of hope and safety for the kids affected
by war.

His heart for service and dedication to the
children and civilians are further seen in his
being awarded the Bronze Star Medal for his
coordination of $12 million in funding for
roads, schools and clinics.
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After his time in Afghanistan, Bartholow was
promoted to Captain. In 2018, he was pro-
moted to the rank of Major in the Nebraska
Army National Guard.

During his years of service, Major Bartholow
has also been awarded the Combat Action
Badge and the Army Achievement Medal.

Major Russell Bartholow will be retiring in
June 2024.

On behalf of the First District of Nebraska,
| thank Major Bartholow for his service and ex-
tend best wishes on his retirement.
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HONORING JACKIE HUNLEY

HON. JAKE LaTURNER

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
appreciation for a member of my staff for her
dedicated service to the people of Kansas.
Jackie Hunley began in my office in October
of 2021 and since then has dedicated her
time, energy, and expertise to improving the
lives of the people of the Second Congres-
sional District. From serving as a legislative
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correspondent and ensuring we provide
thoughtful replies to each constituent letter to
shaping our office’s appropriations process as
my legislative director, Jackie has made our
office better with her quick wit, work ethic, and
desire to serve others.

Jackie has become an adopted Kansan dur-
ing her time with our team, not least because
she met her husband, Chance—a fellow
Southeast Kansan, while serving on our staff.
While we will miss her as she has moved on
to serve her own home state of lowa, | extend
my deepest gratitude for her time of service to
myself and my constituents and look forward
to seeing her excel in her new role.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate met at 11:30:05 a.m. in pro forma ses-
sion, and adjourned at 11:30:34 a.m. until 12 noon
on Friday, June 28, 2024.

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 25 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 8812-8836; and 7 resolutions, H.
Con. Res. 115-116; and H. Res. 1317-1321, were
introduced. Pages H4150-51

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H4152-54

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H.J. Res. 165, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Department of
Education relating to “Nondiscrimination on the
Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Re-
ceiving Federal Financial Assistance” (H. Rept.
118-558); and

H. Res. 1316, providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 8774) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and for other purposes; providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 8771) making ap-
propriations for the Department of State, foreign op-
erations, and related programs for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2025, and for other purposes; and
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 8752)
making appropriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2025, and for other purposes (H. Rept.
118-559). Page H4150

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Bentz to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today. Page H4123

Recess: The House recessed at 12:40 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m. Page H4127
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Commission on the Social Status of Black Men
and Boys—Appointment: Read a letter from Rep-
resentative Jeffries, Minority Leader, in which he ap-
pointed the following individual to the Commission
on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys: The
Honorable Yusefldris Faadel Salaam of New York,
New York. Page H4128

Recess: The House recessed at 2:09 p.m. and recon-
vened at 4 p.m. Page H4128

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules
and pass the following measures:

Requiring a strategy to oppose financial or ma-
terial support by foreign countries to the Taliban:
H.R. 6586, amended, to require a strategy to oppose
financial or material support by foreign countries to
the Taliban; Pages H4128-30

Divided Families National Registry Act: H.R.
7152, amended, to direct the Secretary of State to
establish a national registry of Korean American di-
vided families, by a 25 yea-and-nay vote of 375 yeas
to 8 nays, Roll No. 281; Pages H4130-32, H4138-39

Expressing support for democracy and buman
rights in Pakistan: H. Res. 901, amended, express-
ing support for democracy and human rights in
Pakistan, by a 2/3 yea-and-nay vote of 368 yeas to
7 nays, Roll No. 280; Pages H4132-33, H4138

Falun Gong Protection Act: HR. 4132, amend-
ed, to provide for the imposition of sanctions with
respect to forced organ harvesting within the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; and Pages H4133-36

American Cooperation with Our Neighbors Act:
H.R. 2789, amended, to direct the Secretary of State
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to develop a strategy on efforts to strengthen sub-
national cooperation between the United States and
Mexico, by a 24 yea-and-nay vote of 368 yeas to 19
nays, Roll No. 282. Pages H4136-37, H4140-41

Recess: The House recessed at 4:49 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:30 p.m. Pages H4137-38

Oath of Office—Sixth Congressional District of
Ohio: Representative-elect Michael A. Rulli pre-
sented himself in the well of the House and was ad-
ministered the Oath of Office by the Speaker. Ear-
lier, the Clerk of the House transmitted a copy of
a letter received from the Honorable Frank LaRose,
Ohio Secretary of State, indicating that, according to
the unofficial results for the Special General Election
held June 11, 2024, the Honorable Michael A. Rulli
was elected for Representative to Congress for the
Sixth Congressional District of Ohio. Page H4139

Whole Number of the House: The Speaker an-
nounced to the House that, in light of the adminis-
tration of the oath to the gentleman from Ohio, the
whole number of the House is 432. Page H4140

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
at 9 a.m. tomorrow, June 26th. Page H4141

Quorum Calls—Votes: Three yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear
on pages H4138, H4138-39, and H4140-41.

Adjournment: The House met at 12 p.m. and ad-
journed at 8:49 p.m.

Committee Meetings

EXAMINING ANTI-DOPING MEASURES IN
ADVANCE OF THE 2024 OLYMPICS

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“Examining Anti-Doping Measures in Advance of
the 2024 Olympics”. Testimony was heard from
public witnesses.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025;
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, FOREIGN
OPERATIONS, AND RELATED PROGRAMS
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025;
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025

Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on
H.R. 8752, the “Department of Homeland Security
Appropriations Act, 20257; H.R. 8771, the “De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2025”; and H.R.
8774, the “Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 2025”. The Committee granted, by a record
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vote of 94, a rule providing for consideration of
H.R. 8774, the “Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 20257, H.R. 8771, the “Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 2025”7, and H.R. 8752, the
“Department of Homeland Security Appropriations
Act, 2025”. The rule provides for consideration of
H.R. 8774, the “Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2025”, under a structured rule. The rule
waives all points of order against consideration of the
bill. The rule provides one hour of general debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their respective designees. The rule
provides that an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Committee
Print 118-40 shall be considered as adopted and the
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. The
rule waives all points of order against provisions in
the bill, as amended. The rule makes in order only
those amendments printed in part A of the Rules
Committee report, amendments en bloc described in
section 3 and pro forma amendments described in
section 4. Each amendment shall be considered only
in the order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the time
specified in the report equally divided and controlled
by the proponent and an opponent, shall not be sub-
ject to amendment except as provided by section 4
of the rule, and shall not be subject to a demand for
division of the question. All points of order against
the amendments printed in part A of the Rules
Committee report or amendments en bloc described
in section 3 of the rule are waived. The rule provides
that the chair of the Committee on Appropriations
or his designee may offer amendments en bloc con-
sisting of amendments printed in part A of the
Rules Committee report not earlier disposed of.
Amendments en bloc shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees, shall not be subject to
amendment except as provided by section 4 of the
rule, and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. The rule provides that the chair
and ranking minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations or their respective designees may
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at any
point for the purpose of debate. The rule provides
one motion to recommit. The rule further provides
for consideration of H.R. 8771, the “Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 2025”, under a structured rule.
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The rule waives all points of order against consider-
ation of the bill. The rule provides one hour of gen-
eral debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees. The rule provides that an amendment in the
nature of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 118-39 shall be considered as
adopted and the bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as read. The rule waives all points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended. The rule
makes in order only those amendments printed in
part B of the Rules Committee report, amendments
en bloc described in section 8 and pro forma amend-
ments described in section 9. Each amendment shall
be considered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated in the
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable
for the time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an opponent,
shall not be subject to amendment except as pro-
vided by section 9 of the rule, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question. All
points of order against the amendments printed in
part B of the Rules Committee report or amend-
ments en bloc described in section 8 of the rule are
waived. The rule provides that the chair of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or his designee may offer
amendments en bloc consisting of amendments
printed in part B of the Rules Committee report not
earlier disposed of. Amendments en bloc shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for 20 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their respective designees, shall not
be subject to amendment except as provided by sec-
tion 9 of the rule, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question. The rule provides
that the chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations or their respective
designees may offer up to 10 pro forma amendments
each at any point for the purpose of debate. The rule
provides one motion to recommit. The rule further
provides for consideration of H.R. 8752, the “De-
partment of Homeland Security Appropriations Act,
20257, under a structured rule. The rule waives all
points of order against consideration of the bill. The
rule provides one hour of general debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appropriations
or their respective designees. The rule provides that
an amendment in the nature of a substitute con-
sisting of the text of Rules Committee Print
118-38, modified by the amendment specified in
section 17, shall be considered as adopted and the
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. The
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rule waives all points of order against provisions in
the bill, as amended. The rule makes in order only
those amendments printed in part C of the Rules
Committee report, amendments en bloc described in
section 13 and pro forma amendments described in
section 14. Each amendment shall be considered only
in the order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the time
specified in the report equally divided and controlled
by the proponent and an opponent, shall not be sub-
ject to amendment except as provided by section 14
of the rule, and shall not be subject to a demand for
division of the question. All points of order against
the amendments printed in part C of the Rules
Committee report or amendments en bloc described
in section 13 of the rule are waived. The rule pro-
vides that the chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee may offer amendments en bloc
consisting of amendments printed in part C of the
Rules Committee report not earlier disposed of.
Amendments en bloc shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees, shall not be subject to
amendment except as provided by section 14 of the
rule, and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. The rule provides that the chair
and ranking minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations or their respective designees may
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at any
point for the purpose of debate. The rule provides
one motion to recommit. Finally, the rule provides
that the Clerk shall not transmit to the Senate a
message that the House has passed H.R. 8752 until
notified by the Speaker that H.R. 2, as passed by the
House on May 11, 2023, has been enacted into law.
Testimony was heard from Representatives Amodei,
Underwood, Diaz-Balart, Lee of California, Calvert,
and McCollum.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 26, 2024

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.
House

Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, markup on
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the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 2025, 8:30
a.m., H-140 Capitol.

Committee on Education and Workforce, Subcommittee on
Workforce Protections, hearing entitled “Combating
Workplace Antisemitism in Postsecondary Education:
Protecting Employees from Discrimination”, 10 a.m.,
2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on In-
novation, Data, and Commerce, hearing entitled “The
Fiscal Year 2025 Department of Commerce Budget”, 10
a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

Committee on Financial Services, Subcommittee on Hous-
ing and Insurance, hearing entitled “Housing Oversight:
Testimony of the HUD and FHFA Inspectors General”,
10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Financial Institutions and Monetary
Policy, hearing entitled “Stress Testing: What's Inside
the Black Box?”, 2 p.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Europe,
hearing entitled “Analyzing the Fiscal Year 25 State and
Foreign Operations Budget Request for Europe”, 2 p.m.,
2172 Rayburn.

Committee on Homeland Security, Full Committee, hearing
entitled “Finding 500,000: Addressing America’s Cyber
Workforce Gap”, 10 a.m., 310 Cannon.

Subcommittee on Counterterrorism, Law Enforcement,
and Intelligence, hearing entitled “Persistent Challenges:
Oversight of the Department of Homeland Security’s Of-
fice of Intelligence and Analysis”, 2 p.m., 310 Cannon.

Committee on House Administration, Full Committee,
hearing entitled “The U.S. Copyright Office: Customers,
Communities, and Modernization Efforts”, 10:15 a.m.,
1310 Longworth.

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Ad-
ministrative State, Regulatory Reform, and Antitrust,
hearing entitled “Follow the Science?: Oversight of the
Biden Covid-19 Administrative State Response”, 10 a.m.,
2141 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the
Internet, hearing entitled “Radio, Music, and Copyrights:
100 Years of Inequity for Recording Artists”, 2 p.m.,
2141 Rayburn.

Committee on Natural Resources, June 26, Subcommittee
on Indian and Insular Affairs, hearing on H.R. 1208, to
amend the Act of June 18, 1934, to reaffirm the author-
ity of the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust
for Indian Tribes, and for other purposes; and H.R. 6180,
the “Poarch Band of Creek Indians Lands Act”, 10:15
a.m., 1324 Longworth.

June 26, Full Committee, markup on H.R. 8790, the
“Fix Our Forests Act”, 2 p.m., 1324 Longworth.

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, June 26, Full
Committee, hearing entitled “Defending America from
the Chinese Communist Party’s Political Warfare, Part
II”, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

June 26, Subcommittee on Government Operations
and the Federal Workforce, hearing entitled “Security at
Stake: An Examination of DOD’s Struggling Background
Check System”, 2 p.m., 2154 Rayburn.
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Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “An Overview of the Budget
Proposal for the Department of Energy for Fiscal Year
2025”7, 10 a.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Committee on Small Business, Full Committee, hearing
entitled “Under the Microscope: Examining the Censor-
ship-Industrial Complex and its Impact on American
Small Businesses”, 10 a.m., 2360 Rayburn.

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Full Com-
mittee, markup on legislation on the Water Resources
Development Act of 2024; and General Services Adminis-
tration Capital Investment and Leasing Program Resolu-
tions, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance and Memorial Affairs, hearing entitled
“Examining Shortcomings with VA’s National Work
Queue Veterans Benefits Claims Management System”,
10:15 a.m., 360 Cannon.

Subcommittee on Health, hearing entitled “The Con-
tinuity of Care: Assessing the Structure of VA’s
Healthcare Network”, 2:15 p.m., 360 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, Full Committee, hearing
entitled “Strengthening Child Welfare and Protecting
America’s Children”, 10 a.m., 1100 Longworth.

Subcommittee on Health, hearing entitled “Improving
Value-Based Care for Patients and Providers”, 3 p.m.,
1100 Longworth.

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Communist Party, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “From High Tech to Heavy
Steel: Combatting the PRC'’s Strategy to Dominate Semi-
conductors, Shipbuilding, and Drones”, 11:15 a.m.,
HVC-210.

—

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD
Week of June 26 through June 28, 2024

Senate Chamber

The Senate stands adjourned until 12 noon, on
Friday, June 28, 2024 and will meet in a pro forma
session.

Senate Committees

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House Committees

Committee on Appropriations, June 27, Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies, markup on the Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 2025, 8 a.m., 2358-C
Rayburn.

June 27, Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related Agencies, markup
on the Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and
Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Bill, FY 2025, 8:30 a.m., 2358—A Rayburn.



D658

June 28, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies, markup on the Subcommittee on Inte-
rior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Bill, FY 2025, 8 a.m., 2008 Rayburn.

June 28, Subcommittee on Energy and Water Develop-
ment, and Related Agencies, markup on the Sub-
committee on Energy and Water Development, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 2025, 8:30 a.m.,
2358-C Rayburn.

Committee on Education and Workforce, June 27, Sub-
committee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions,
hearing entitled “Examining the Policies and Priorities of
the Employee Benefits Security Administration”, 10 a.m.,
2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, June 27, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 7188, the “Shandra Eisenga
Human Cell and Tissue Product Safety Act”; H.R. 3433,
the “Give Kids a Chance Act of 2024”; H.R. 670, the
Think Differently Database Act”; H.R. 7623, the “Tele-
health Modernization Act of 2024”; H.J. Res. 163, pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the
Environmental Protection Agency relating to “New
Source Performance Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions From New, Modified, and Reconstructed Fossil
Fuel-Fired Electric Generating Units; Emission Guide-
lines for Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Existing Fossil
Fuel-Fired Electric Generating Units; and Repeal of the
Affordable Clean Energy Rule”; H.J. Res. 136, providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency relating to “Multi-Pollutant
Emissions Standards for Model Years 2027 and Later
Light-Duty and Medium-Duty Vehicles”; H.J. Res. 133,
providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the
Environmental Protection Agency relating to “Green-
house Gas Emissions Standards for Heavy-Duty Vehicles-
Phase 3”; H.J. Res. 117, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code,
of the rule submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to “Reconsideration of the National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter”; H.R.
8818, the “American Privacy Rights Act of 2024”; H.R.
7891, the “Kids Online Safety Act”; and H.R. 8449, the
“AM Radio for Every Vehicle Act”, 10 a.m., 2123 Ray-
burn.

Committee on Financial Services, June 27, Subcommittee
on National Security, Illicit Finance, and International Fi-
nancial Institutions, hearing entitled “The Role of the
Export-Import (Ex-Im) Bank of the United States Amid
Intensifying Economic Competition with China”, 10
a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

June 27, Subcommittee on Capital Markets, hearing
entitled “Solutions in Search of a Problem: Chair
Gensler’s Equity Market Structure Reforms”, 2 p.m.,
2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Foreign Affairs, June 27, Subcommittee on
the Indo-Pacific, hearing entitled “Properly Resourcing
the Indo-Pacific in an Era of Great Power Competition”,
1 p.m., 2200 Rayburn.
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June 27, Full Committee, hearing entitled “The Curse
of Socialism in Central America and the Caribbean”, 2
p.m., 2172 Rayburn.

Committee on Homeland Security, June 27, Subcommittee
on Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Protection, hearing
entitled “Sector Down: Ensuring Critical Infrastructure
Resilience”, 2 p.m., 310 Cannon.

Committee on the Judiciary, June 27, Full Committee,
markup on the Report Recommending that the House of
Representatives Cite Mark Zwonitzer for Contempt of
Congress; H.R. 2833, the “Pretrial Release Reporting
Act”; H.J. Res. 144, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code,
of the rule submitted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives relating to “Definition of 'En-
gaged in the Business’ as a Dealer in Firearms”; H.R.
115, the “Midnight Rules Relief Act”; and H.R. 358,
the “Small Business Regulatory Flexibility Improvements
Act”, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

Committee on Natural Resources, June 27, Subcommittee
on Water, Wildlife and Fisheries, hearing on H.R. 6841,
to amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to
allow the Secretary of Commerce to establish a Coastal
and Estuarine Resilience Program, and for other purposes;
H.R. 7925, the “Modernizing Access to Our Public
Oceans Act”; H.R. 8704, to require the Secretary of
Commerce to establish a grant program to foster en-
hanced coexistence between ocean users and North Atlan-
tic right whales and other large cetacean species; and
H.R. 8705, the “Fisheries Data Modernization and Accu-
racy Act of 2024”, 9:30 a.m., 1324 Longworth.

June 27, Subcommittee on Federal Lands, hearing on
H.R. 390, the “Maurice D. Hinchey Hudson River Val-
ley National Heritage Area Enhancement Act”; H.R.
3971, the ‘“Flatside Wilderness Additions Act’; H.R.
6826, to designate the visitor and education center at
Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine
as the Paul S. Sarbanes Visitor and Education Center;
H.R. 6843, to expand the boundaries of the Atchafalaya
National Heritage Area to include Lafourche Parish, Lou-
isiana; H.R. 8206, to ensure that Big Cypress National
Preserve may not be designated as wilderness or as a com-
ponent of the National Wilderness Preservation System,
and for other purposes; and H.R. 8219, the “Lahaina Na-
tional Heritage Area Act”’, 10:15 a.m., 1334 Longworth.

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, June 27, Full
Committee, hearing entitled “Standing up for the Rule
of Law: Ending Illegal Racial Discrimination and Pro-
tecting Men and Women in U.S. Employment Practices”,
10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

June 27, Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Information
Technology, and Government Innovation, hearing enti-
tled “Cutting Competition in Contracting: The Adminis-
tration’s Pricey Project Labor Agreement Mandate”, 2
p-m., 2154 Rayburn.

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, June 27,
Full Committee, hearing entitled “Oversight of the De-
partment of Transportation’s Policies and Programs and
Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Request”, 10 a.m., 2167 Ray-

burn.



June 25, 2024

Committee on Veterans' Affairs, June 27, Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity, markup on H.R. 226, the
“Veterans Collaboration Act”; H.R. 7896, the “VETS
Opportunity Act of 2024”; H.R. 7920, the “Agriculture
Grants for Veteran Education and Training Services Act”;
H.R. 8592, the “Warriors to Workforce Act”’; H.R.
8646, the “Modernizing the Veterans On-Campus Experi-
ence Act of 2024”; H.R. 8647, the “VA Home Loan Pro-
gram Reform Act”; H.R. 8661, the “Reforming Edu-
cation for Veterans Act”; H.R. 7543, the “Guard and Re-
serve GI Bill Parity Act of 2024”; H.R. 8560, the “End
Veteran Homelessness Act of 2024”; H.R. 8514, to
amend title 38, United States Code, to provide an annual
increase in stipend for books, supplies, equipment, and
other education costs under Post-9/11 Educational Assist-
ance Program of Department of Veterans Affairs; and
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H.R. 8627, the “Student Veteran Debt Relief Act of
2024, 10 a.m., 360 Cannon.

June 27, Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity, hearing entitled “Exploring the Use of Data-
Driven Methods and Community Collaboration to
Reduce Veteran Homelessness”, 10 a.m., 360 Can-
non.

Committee on Ways and Means, June 27, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 1691, the “Ensuring Patient Ac-
cess to Critical Breakthrough Products Act of 2023”;
H.R. 2407, the “Nancy Gardner Sewell Medicare Multi-
Cancer Early Detection Screening Coverage Act”; H.R.
8816, the “American Medical Innovation and Investment
Act”; H.R. 4818, the “Treat and Reduce Obesity Act of
20237, 10 a.m., 1100 Longworth.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
12 noon, Friday, June 28 9 a.m., Wednesday, June 26
Senate Chamber Senate Chamber

Program for Friday: Senate will meet in a pro forma  Program for Wednesday: Begin consideration of H.R.

session. 8752—Department of Homeland Security Appropriations
Act, 2025 (Subject to a Rule). Begin consideration of
H.R. 8771—Department of State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2025 (Subject
to a Rule).
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