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CELEBRATING THE #ONEWORLD 
SOCCER TOURNAMENT OF WNY 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the #OneWorld Soccer Tournament 
of WNY, an incredible community initiative led 
by the Buffalo Maendeleo Soccer Club and 
Bridges from Borders. This inaugural event 
brought together underrepresented youth in 
Buffalo’s Lower West Side for a soccer com-
petition. 

The organizations leading this project, the 
Buffalo Maendeleo Soccer Club and Bridges 
from Borders, work to support our local ref-
ugee and immigrant populations. The Buffalo 
Maendeleo Soccer Club provides safe com-
munity spaces for underserved children to play 
in a soccer league with their peers. Bridges 
from Borders is a nonprofit organization pro-
moting mental health and wellbeing for immi-
grant families moving to Western New York. 

Together, these organizations dedicated 
nine months to organizing the #OneWorld 
Soccer Tournament, with the goal of fostering 
unity and combating negative stereotypes 
placed onto minorities. The tournament took 
place on Saturday, July 13, 2024, with four 
teams competing in spirited and fun soccer 
games. Parents and players alike had a great 
time engaging in friendly competition and con-
necting with their community. 

Following the tournament’s great success, 
Maendeleo Soccer Club and Bridges from 
Borders plan to make the #OneWorld Tour-
nament an annual event. They hope to ex-
pand their programming to more neighbor-
hoods, continuing to bring young people to-
gether and build unity through soccer. 

Please join me in congratulating the Buffalo 
Maendeleo Soccer Club and Bridges from 
Borders on the incredible success of the 
#OneWorld Soccer Tournament. Today, we 
thank these organizations for their dedication 
to serving our community and uplifting our 
youth. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MAJOR MATTHEW D. WILEY 

HON. ZACHARY NUNN 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Major Matthew D. Willey for his re-
tirement from the United States Air Force after 
20 years of distinguished service. 

Major Willey enlisted in the Air Force after 
graduating from the University of Iowa in 2003 
Throughout his career, he consistently dem-
onstrated exceptional leadership, dedication, 
and a strong work ethic. In 2009, he commis-
sioned and cross-trained in the Tactical Air 

Control Party Officer career field. He has de-
ployed multiple times in support of Operation 
Resolute Support, Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Among his 
many accomplishments, he notably became 
the first in his career field to receive the Air 
Force Commendation Medal with Valor in Au-
gust of 2011. This prestigious award is re-
served for those who display extraordinary 
heroism in the face of extreme danger. While 
in Afghanistan, Major Willey’s detachment was 
ambushed by insurgents, and he was forced 
to cross open fire to call in a danger close 
strafing run. This display of remarkable brav-
ery and selflessness resulted in the elimination 
of 15 insurgents without a single American 
casualty. His quick thinking and courageous 
actions serve as a profound example for all. 

Major Willey has continued to excel as a 
leader, not only in combat but also in his roles 
as Flight Commander, Assistant Director of 
Operations, and Director of Operations, accu-
mulating over 14 awards and decorations 
throughout his illustrious 20–year career. But 
he hasn’t stopped there, he has spent these 
last two years of service here in the great 
state Iowa, striving to cultivate and shape the 
minds of young men and women, both as stu-
dents as well as cadets. Through his role as 
Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies as 
well his role as Operations Officer at Air Force 
Reserve Officer Training Corps Detachment 
250 at Iowa State University, he dedicates 
himself to the task of producing the highest 
quality and highest caliber of students and offi-
cers for not only the United States Air and 
Space Force but for this nation. Major Willey 
not only reflects great credit upon himself, but 
he reflects great credit up the United States 
Air Force and his country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Major Willey for his unwav-
ering dedication to our country. His service be-
fore self, exceptional military achievements, 
and steadfast roles as a spouse, father, and 
friend have not only enhanced our national se-
curity but also stand as a testament to the val-
ues of bravery, devotion, and compassion. I 
join Major Willey’s family, friends, and col-
leagues in celebrating his retirement and ex-
tend to him my heartfelt best wishes for the fu-
ture. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEN HAYWARD’S IN-
DUCTION TO THE MICHIGAN 
BASEBALL HALL OF FAME 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ken Hayward, a resident of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, on the occasion of his induc-
tion into the Michigan Baseball Hall of Fame. 
His contributions to Wolverine athletics and 
the state of Michigan are worthy of com-
mendation. 

Ken was born in 1963 to Bud and Pat Hay-
ward as their only child. A native of Waterford, 
Michigan, Ken’s talent and passion on the 
baseball diamond was evident from an early 
age. After a tremendous high school career, 
he received a scholarship to play baseball at 
the University of Michigan. 

A four-time letterman, Ken was also a four- 
time First Team All-Big Ten honoree. His time 
on the team saw the Wolverines win two Big 
Ten Conference Titles, two NCAA Regional 
Championships, and multiple trips to the Col-
lege World Series. He still holds Michigan ca-
reer records for batting average, RBIs, and 
games played. Going the extra mile for his 
team, Ken also pitched for his last two sea-
sons, going 12–2 and recording 7 saves. In 
1985, as a senior and team captain, Ken bat-
ted 432 with 13 home runs and 64 RBIs in 65 
games. His achievements earned him a Big 
Ten Medal of Honor and the 1985 Michigan 
Athlete of the Year award. 

Shortly after he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, Ken embarked on a long and 
successful career in the hospitality industry. 
Starting in 1985 as a sales representative, by 
2010 he was the Executive VP and Managing 
Director of Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island, 
consistently ranked as one of the world’s top 
hotels. Ken was appointed to the Michigan 
Travel Commission by Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm in 2005 and then reappointed in 
2008. Ken served as the commission’s chair-
man from 2008 to 2010. During his tenure as 
chairman, Travel Michigan secured funding to 
develop the Pure Michigan advertising cam-
paign, which continues today as a national 
brand and marketing effort for Michigan travel 
and tourism. Since 2021, Ken has been a VP 
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, direct-
ing their social mission and community affairs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in celebrating Ken Hayward and all the 
accomplishments he achieved on behalf of our 
Wolverines and the entire State of Michigan. A 
consummate professional, we couldn’t have 
asked for a better representative of our great 
state. I thank Ken and congratulate him on 
this tremendous achievement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FREEDOM OLD 
HOME WEEK PARADE 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Freedom’s 125th Old Home 
Week Parade. Freedom has become an ex-
ample of how small towns and other commu-
nities in New Hampshire can grow strongest 
through shared traditions that bring together a 
community’s past and present. 

In 1831, after the community of North 
Effingham voted to secede from the town of 
Effingham, they chose the name ‘‘Freedom’’ 
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for their new town—a tribute to their residents 
achieving their goal of self-determination. 
Freedom’s location on the north end of 
Ossipee Lake has allowed the town to be a 
gateway between New Hampshire’s Lakes Re-
gion and the White Mountains. 

Old Home Week is a New Hampshire tradi-
tion that allows us to celebrate the places we 
call home. Created by New Hampshire gov-
ernor Frank W. Rollins in 1899, Old Home 
Week was inspired as a way to encourage 
New Hampshire natives to return to their 
hometown after many younger New Hamp-
shirites had moved west in search of eco-
nomic opportunities. In the 21st century, 
globalization and technological advances have 
reduced social distance throughout the world, 
but the importance of strong, close-knit com-
munities has remained the same. By proudly 
continuing the tradition of Old Home Week, 
Freedom envisions a community where cur-
rent and former residents alike can be proud 
of their hometown. 

Thank you to the town of Freedom for invit-
ing me to experience their community as a 
part of the Old Home Week Parade. I admire 
all of the volunteers who made this experience 
possible for the 125th straight year. I hope ev-
eryone enjoys themselves in celebrating this 
wonderful town. To understand the importance 
of small towns building a proud community for 
their current and former residents, we all need 
to hear Freedom ring. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
had I been present for Roll Call No. 349, Self 
Amendment No. 3, I would have voted Nay. 

Had I been present for Roll Call No. 350, 
Jackon Amendment No. 4, I would have voted 
Yay. 

f 

CELEBRATING APOSTLE ALBERT D 
WILSON, JR. ON HIS 13TH PAS-
TORAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Apostle Albert D. Wilson, Jr. of The 
Greater Royal Worship Center on his 13th 
pastoral anniversary. A devoted man of God 
and a remarkable leader, Apostle Wilson has 
uplifted our community through his faith. 

Apostle Wilson began his service to the 
church at the young age of six. He became an 
ordained minister in the early 2000s. In 2011, 
under the guidance of his grandfather, Apostle 
Wilson was appointed as the pastor of the 
church. Later, in 2019, he embraced the 
Lord’s call and was installed as an Apostle. 

Throughout his service, Apostle Wilson has 
expanded the church’s reach and spread his 
message of faith throughout the community. 
He renamed the church to the Greater Royal 
Worship Center, inspired by the vision of his 
forefathers. Continuing to build out the 

church’s community engagement, Apostle Wil-
son established the Royal Body Shop Out-
reach Ministries in Albion, New York. Above 
all, Apostle Wilson leads with the principle of 
the three L’s—We love, we lift, and we lib-
erate. 

In addition to his pastoral work, Apostle Wil-
son has dedicated himself to serving our com-
munity in multiple capacities. He is the director 
of the Martha Mitchell Community Center, 
which provides Buffalo residents with vital re-
sources and services. During the COVID–19 
pandemic, Apostle Wilson led efforts to com-
bat vaccine misinformation and hosted numer-
ous vaccination clinics at the center. Further, 
Apostle Wilson has been a leading figure with 
Voice Buffalo, participating in rallies calling for 
police reform. Standing alongside other faith- 
based leaders and community activists, Apos-
tle Wilson called for unity and protection of all 
people. 

Today, Apostle Wilson is a loving husband 
to his wife, Ykeeta Wilson, and a father to his 
seven children. Please join me in congratu-
lating Apostle Albert D. Wilson, Jr. on thirteen 
years of pastoral service and celebrating his 
remarkable dedication to his faith and service 
to the community. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE TEN-YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF ICES PLAIN & 
FANCY ICE CREAM PARLOR 

HON. CORI BUSH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, along 
with the people of St. Louis, to honor and cel-
ebrate the ten-year anniversary of Ices Plain & 
Fancy Ice Cream Parlor, a beloved institution 
in our community located in the Shaw neigh-
borhood of St. Louis. 

Founded in 2014 by visionary entre-
preneurs, Ices Plain & Fancy has become a 
cornerstone of our local culinary scene, re-
nowned for its innovative approach to ice 
cream making. By utilizing liquid nitrogen to 
craft their unique flavors, they offer not just a 
treat but an extraordinary experience for all 
who visit. It is with great pride that I recognize 
and celebrate the ten-year anniversary of Ices 
Plain & Fancy Ice Cream Parlor. 

Over the past decade, Ices Plain & Fancy 
has continually demonstrated a commitment to 
quality and creativity. Their dedication to 
sourcing local ingredients and supporting sus-
tainable practices has garnered admiration 
and loyalty from their patrons. Ices Plain & 
Fancy ice cream has brought many St. 
Louisans welcome respite on hot summer 
days. Their contributions to the local economy, 
culture, and culinary heritage cannot be over-
stated. 

As they celebrate this remarkable ten-year 
milestone, I extend my heartfelt congratula-
tions to the entire team at Ices Plain & Fancy. 
Their passion and hard walk have made a 
lasting impact on our community, and I look 
forward to seeing their continued success in 
the years to come. 

HONORING HARRODSBURG, 
KENTUCKY 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the citizens of Harrodsburg, Kentucky 
as they celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
their founding. 

James Harrod and a team of men were sent 
by Lord Dunmore to Kentucky to survey land 
promised by the British crown to soldiers who 
served in the French and Indian War. Harrod 
was the first to map out a town on June 16, 
1774, making Harrod’s Town (later 
Harrodsburg) the first permanent British settle-
ment west of the Alleghenies and the first city 
in Kentucky. By 1776, they had established a 
county court, a county militia, and named 
James Harrod as a delegate to the Virginia 
Assembly. A blockhouse was established at 
Fort Harrod for the protection of settlers. After 
the Revolutionary War ended, the town grew 
rapidly and the original log cabins were re-
placed with brick structures. 

Many men from Harrodsburg fought in the 
War of 1812. After the war, agriculture and 
education were very important. Bacon College, 
Greenville Institute for Young Ladies, and the 
Harrodsburg Female Academy all opened be-
tween 1839 and 1847. Shaker Village at 
Pleasant Hill was founded in 1805 and be-
came very prosperous. The local economy 
was based on livestock, hemp, wheat, corn, 
and valuable racehorses. By the middle of the 
1800s, Harrodsburg had been home to three 
Kentucky governors and one U.S. Ambas-
sador as well as a nationally known resort, 
Graham Springs. 

Like many areas in border states, 
Harrodsburg was divided by the Civil War and 
experienced much loss and destruction. Citi-
zens picked up and treated wounded soldiers 
from both Union and Confederate forces fol-
lowing the nearby Battle of Perryville. After the 
war, the city rebuilt and prospered once again. 
The 20th century brought the Dix River Dam, 
constructed in the 1920s to provide electricity, 
and the reservoir, Lake Herrington, became a 
tourist attraction. A reproduction of Old Fort 
Harrod was constructed as well as a monu-
ment to George Rogers Clark which was dedi-
cated by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1934. Shak-
er Village was restored and became another 
tourist attraction. There has always been a 
strong military presence in Harrodsburg and 
World War II was no exception. D Company of 
the 192nd Tank Battalion was stationed in the 
Philippines in 1941 and included 66 men from 
Harrodsburg. Of the 66 Harrodsburg men in D 
Company, only 37 survived the war. They en-
dured battle, the Infamous Bataan Death 
March, hell ships, and three and a half years 
of merciless captivity by Japan. 

Today the city of Harrodsburg continues as 
a thriving community with robust agriculture, 
tourism, and industry. Dedicated leaders from 
founder James Harrod to today’s Mayor Bob 
Williams have led the city of Harrodsburg. I 
am honored to lift up this great American com-
munity before the United States Congress and 
to congratulate them on their 250th 
anniversary. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
CHARLES BENJAMIN BASYE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Charles Benjamin ‘‘Ben’’ Basye 
and his 43 years of dedication to serving this 
country. Ben served as a Navy pilot in the 
United States Pacific Fleet during World War 
II and in the Korean War. 

For his time and service during World War 
II, Ben was awarded multiple medals including 
the World War II Medal and a Good Conduct 
Medal. In 1949, he was one of the first Navy 
Pilots to land a jet on a carrier. He did this in 
a Grumann F9F Panther Jet Fighter during the 
earliest stages of catapult take-off and landing 
operations. As a reservist, he served as a 
Consulting Engineer and Maintenance Officer. 
He retired from the Navy on his 60th birthday 
in 1987 at the rank of Captain. 

Ben dedicated is life to improve the United 
States education system. Mr. Basye earned a 
Ph.D. in Theoretical and Applied Mechanics, 
to which he then served 37 years as an engi-
neering professor in higher education. He 
wrote two books regarding his time in the mili-
tary and education system and the values that 
should be upheld in these great American in-
stitutions. 

Ben Basye was the embodiment of Amer-
ican ideals and exemplified at an extraordinary 
level what it means to be an American. Ben 
was willing to make any sacrifice, including the 
ultimate sacrifice, required to defend the val-
ues of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to commemorate the life and service of 
a proud American, Veteran, and family man, 
Charles Benjamin Basye. 

f 

HONORING ELDER CORPORATION 
FOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO 
SERVICE MEMBERS 

HON. ZACHARY NUNN 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and celebrate the exceptional 
work demonstrated by Elder Corporation, a 
company that consistently goes above and be-
yond for our service members. 

In 1960, with grit, determination, and a sin-
gle rubber-tired Ford tractor, J. Elder’s father 
and grandfather founded RG Elder. Today, 
Elder Corporation takes on some of the larg-
est excavation projects in Iowa, laying 
groundbreaking work across the metro area. 

Elder Corporation employs service members 
and veterans throughout the state, offering un-
wavering support, promoting their well-being, 
and fostering a deep sense of appreciation for 
their contributions. They even go so far as to 
ensure that lawns are mowed, and driveways 
are shoveled, allowing the families of service 
members to focus on what truly matters. 

As a Colonel in the U.S. Air Force, I under-
stand firsthand the profound impact a sup-
portive employer can have on the families of 
service members. I extend my sincerest 

thanks to Elder Corporation and wish to honor 
them for their steadfast dedication to Iowans, 
whether they are here in our great state or de-
ployed around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the tremendous work that Elder 
Corporation has done for our service mem-
bers. 

f 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF CAN-
TERBURY WOODS 
WILLIAMSVILLE 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of Canterbury 
Woods Williamsville. Canterbury Woods pro-
vides seniors with a loving, welcoming home, 
where they receive top-quality care and are 
embraced by a supportive community. 
Through its parent organization, Episcopal 
Church. Home & Affiliates Inc., Canterbury 
Woods operates residences in the Village of 
Williamsville and the Elmwood Village. 

After opening in 1999, Canterbury Woods 
Williamsville became the first continuing care 
retirement community in Western New York. 
This sixty-two-acre scenic property offers sen-
iors the freedom to create their ideal lifestyle 
within the vibrant community. They provide 
residents with many essential services, includ-
ing healthcare, independent and assisted liv-
ing programs, memory care, skilled nursing, 
and rehabilitation resources. 

In August 2023, Canterbury Woods grew its 
Williamsville campus as it opened the Canter-
bury Woods Performing Arts Center. This cen-
ter brings live music, theater, and dance to 
residents and welcomes the entire community 
to enjoy performances. 

Canterbury Woods’ dedication to serving 
seniors with compassion and respect has 
earned them numerous accolades. Canterbury 
Woods facilities are accredited by the Con-
tinuing Care Accreditation Commission and 
have consistently earned Medicare’s top 5-star 
Rating. 

For 25 years, Canterbury Woods has pro-
vided exceptional care for the seniors in our 
community. Please join me in congratulating 
Canterbury Woods Williamsville on their 25th 
anniversary and thanking them for their re-
markable service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NEW NOVI 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LOCA-
TION 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Novi Chamber of Commerce 
on the opening of their new office location in 
Novi. This office opening not only represents 
exciting opportunity for the future but allows 
reflection on the great service the Novi Cham-
ber of Commerce has already provided to the 
community. 

For over 50 years, The Chamber has com-
mitted itself to serving the businesses of Novi 

and promoting prosperity in the region. By pro-
viding a community networking space for Novi 
businesses and industries to come together, 
The Chamber has shown its dedication to 
building up the Novi community. With tradi-
tions like the Annual Golf Tournament, Ken-
tucky Derby, and Toast of the Town, The 
Chamber has routinely brought together its 
members to form a strong business commu-
nity and network in the area. Additionally, The 
Chamber provides local businesses, non-prof-
its, and citizens with tremendous resources 
and programs to promote prosperity and 
growth in the local economy. By regularly 
hosting networking events, educational pro-
grams, and promoting local businesses, they 
have fostered an environment of innovation, 
support, and success in Novi. 

The work and legacy of the Novi Chamber 
of Commerce is commendable. This new of-
fice location will allow The Chamber to serve 
the community better than ever before. The 
Chamber is now located to allow citizens bet-
ter access to the services of The Chamber 
and participate in the thriving economic com-
munity. The growth, prosperity, and support 
this change represents is an exciting develop-
ment for the Sixth District. The newer, bigger, 
and more central location will equip The Novi 
Chamber of Commerce and the community 
with greater resources and opportunity to con-
tinue to grow and serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in celebrating the new office of the Novi 
Chamber of Commerce. We thank the Novi 
Chamber of Commerce and its team members 
for its service to the Sixth District and are ex-
cited to see how the new location helps serve 
the community well into the future. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSIONAL 
AWARD GOLD MEDAL WINNER 
JAYDEN DANIEL 

HON. MIKE COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jayden Daniel, a young man from 
Eatonton, Georgia, who has earned the es-
teemed Congressional Award Gold Medal. 

Jayden is the son of Shannon and Mark 
Daniel and a 2024 graduate of Gatewood 
School. An athlete, Eagle Scout, student pilot, 
and entrepreneur, Jayden has become quite 
the accomplished young man. 

In fact, he is the founder and operator of 
Lake Country Driveway Cleaning, a pressure- 
washing business that he started at the age of 
17. Jayden is also a young man dedicated to 
improving his community through service, hav-
ing already devoted more than 600 volunteer 
hours. 

Every year, he leads a community-driven 
Easter basket project aimed at spreading joy 
to local kids in foster care. This project is 
known locally as ‘‘Baskets of Hope’’ and has 
distributed more than 2,350 baskets filled with 
treats, toys, and essentials to foster children in 
12 Georgia counties. 

According to Jayden, ‘‘whether it’s sup-
porting charitable causes or extending a help-
ing hand to the less fortunate,’’ his goal is to 
‘‘make a positive impact in the lives of others.’’ 
From raising money for children who are bat-
tling cancer, to laying wreaths at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, to working at the local food 
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bank, Jayden has continued to rise to the oc-
casion. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding the service and commitment of 
Mr. Jayden Daniel, who has earned the high-
est honor that the U.S. Congress bestows 
upon American youth. His extraordinary 
achievements are not only worthy of the Con-
gressional Award Gold Medal but also of our 
respect and gratitude. 

God Bless Jayden in his future endeavors. 
I thank him for everything he does and for al-
lowing me to represent him in Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MANUEL ‘‘MANNY’’ 
MORENO 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Manuel ‘‘Manny’’ Moreno, president of 
PJMB Commercial, Inc, for his recently con-
firmed position as 2024–2025 Chair of the 
Building Owners and Managers Association 
(BOMA) International. 

As president of PJMB Commercial, Inc. 
Manny oversees a 25-building portfolio of 
more than 560,000 square feet in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. He has been an active 
member on the BOMA California Board of Di-
rectors for almost a decade and is a past 
president of the BOMA Pacific Southwest Re-
gion. 

Manny served a two-year term as president 
of BOMA/Oakland-East Bay from 2014 
through 2015 and he remains involved in the 
local association’s Nominating Committee. In 
2018, Moreno served as vice chair of BOMA 
International’s BOMAPAC Council and partici-
pated in the Daniel W. Chancey Leadership 
Academy. 

At the BOMA International level, he also has 
also been involved in a variety of initiatives, in-
cluding the Standard Methods of Floor Meas-
urement Committee, the Office Building Stand-
ard Revision Task Force and the Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion Committee. 

Manny also serves on the Board of Man-
agers for the Commercial Real Estate Certifi-
cation Institute (CRECI), an independent cer-
tification body created by BOMA International 
and BOMI. 

A dedicated community member, Manny 
serves as a Director on the Mountain House 
Community Services District Board of Direc-
tors. Giving back to his community, with a 
focus on its future, is a passion of his and he 
looks forward to his continued community in-
volvement and service. 

Manny is a husband to Ruby Moreno and a 
father to Lauren Moreno and Dominic Moreno. 

Manny is focused, driven, and passionate 
about the commercial real estate industry, 
BOMA, and his community. Making a dif-
ference and having a positive impact on these 
areas are his guiding principles. I congratulate 
Manny on his new position as Chair of BOMA 
International and wish the best to him and the 
BOMA community. 

RECOGNIZING JAVIER M. PEREZ, 
JR. ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
THE AMALGAMATED TRANSIT 
UNION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with gratitude to recognize a great Missourian, 
Javier M. Perez, Jr., for his accomplishments 
with the Amalgamated Transit Union as he 
heads towards retirement. An experienced 
leader, dedicated professional, and advocate, 
Javier serves as a prime example of a true 
public servant and most importantly, a kind 
human being. 

Javier began his illustrious career when he 
began driving a bus for the Kansas City Area 
Transit Authority in 1974. He became a mem-
ber of Local 1287 and served as steward, Ex-
ecutive Board member, Vice President and 
was elected President in 1987. Furthermore, 
Javier earned a bachelor’s degree in labor 
studies at Antioch University through the 
George Meany Center, now known as the Na-
tional Labor College. He also attended and 
completed the Trade Union Program at Har-
vard University in 2009. 

As a dedicated advocate, Javier has con-
tinuously been involved in advancing the rights 
of Latinos. He has been an active community 
service volunteer heading voter registration 
drives and assisting with summer Mural 
projects as a member of the Labor Council for 
Latin American Advancement (LCLAA). Javier 
also served as a liaison for Cesar Chavez on 
two occasions during Chavez’s trips to Kansas 
City in 2002. 

Javier continues to be a force for positive 
change within Kansas City. Javier was ap-
pointed by Missouri Governor Bob Holden to 
serve on the Kansas City Missouri Police 
Board as a commissioner and later was elect-
ed President of the Board. Javier was elected 
an International Vice President in September 
1995 and has worked with many locals large 
and small. On August 29, 2013, Javier was 
unanimously elected to be the International 
Executive Vice President of the Amalgamated 
Transit Union, becoming the first Latino to 
reach this milestone. 

Beyond his extraordinary career achieve-
ments, Javier’s tight-knit family continues to 
serve as an important pillar of his life. Javier 
spent over 40 exciting years with his lovely 
wife Lee Ann Perez until she passed into 
Glory in 2020. He continues to reside in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, where he has three grown 
children and three grandchildren. Mr. Perez 
announced his retirement from the Amal-
gamated Transit Union, holding the second 
highest office in the international union. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
and Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District in 
congratulating Javier M. Perez, Jr. as he re-
tires from his successful and impactful career 
representing Amalgamated Transit Union 
Members on the local, state, and national lev-
els. Mr. Perez will continue to impact commu-
nities across Missouri and in his beloved Kan-
sas City. On behalf of my colleagues and a 
grateful Nation, we thank him for his dedica-
tion and commitment to transportation im-
provements across the country. 

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF DAKOTA COUNTY, MIN-
NESOTA 

HON. ANGIE CRAIG 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 175th anniversary of Dakota 
County, Minnesota. Dakota County was estab-
lished as one of Minnesota Territory’s original 
nine counties in 1849, and has played an im-
portant role in the history of Minnesota since 
the beginning. Even as the function and re-
sponsibilities of county government have 
changed over the past 175 years, Dakota 
County has remained one of the most impor-
tant and influential counties in the state of 
Minnesota. It’s now the third-largest county in 
the state and the largest in the Second Con-
gressional District. 

Indigenous people have been living in the 
land that is now known as Dakota County for 
many thousands of years. The lands of Da-
kota County were important for tribes to make 
use of the waterways for sustenance, trans-
portation, and interaction with other tribes 
across the nation. The Bdote (confluence) of 
the two major rivers Misi zipi (Mississippi) and 
Mni sota (Minnesota) are also an important 
cultural location as the original birthplace of 
the Dakota people. By the time European set-
tlers began making their way into Minnesota 
from the north and east, the Dakota and 
Ojibwe were the two main tribes, with the 
Kaposia band of Mdewakanton Dakota resid-
ing in this area, as well as Wahpekute and 
Sisseton groups nearby. 

In 1851, Dakota leaders ceded millions of 
acres of land in Minnesota Territory to the 
U.S. government. This led to a marked in-
crease in settlement in Dakota County. Dakota 
County was officially organized in 1853. The 
county seat was initially located at Kaposia 
(present-day South St. Paul) and then at 
Mendota before moving to Hastings in 1857, 
where it remains today. 

Over the 175 years of its existence Dakota 
County has taken on many roles including pro-
viding public safety, keeping records, creating, 
maintaining, and repairing a system of county 
roads, assessing taxes, conducting elections, 
providing health care services addressing both 
the physical and mental health needs of its 
residents, operating a countywide library sys-
tem and many popular county parks. Dakota 
County is regularly recognized on a national 
level for the high quality of its programs and 
services 

I have been proud to partner with Dakota 
County on many important initiatives including 
the creation of the Veterans Memorial Green-
way, and significant improvements to Inter-
state 35, as well as securing investments for 
the Dakota County Sheriff’s Office with body 
worn cameras and their electronic crimes unit. 

It is my honor and privilege to represent Da-
kota County. I congratulate the Dakota County 
government on the celebration of their 175th 
anniversary, and recognize them for their 
many contributions to local residents, the state 
of Minnesota, and the Nation as a whole. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 

OF PAUL COTTON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and service of 
Paul Cotton. 

Paul Cotton departed this earth at the age 
of 69, surrounded by his loved ones at Meth-
odist Le Bonheur Hospital in Germantown, TN. 
Born on August 21, 1954, in Marks, MS, to the 
late Prince and Hazel Lee Cotton, Paul was 
one of twelve children raised in Jonestown, 
MS. 

Paul embraced his faith in Christ early in 
life, which guided him throughout his journey. 
He graduated from Coahoma Agricultural High 
School and pursued a carpentry trade at 
Coahoma Junior College in the 1970s. 

On February 24, 1974, Paul married the 
love of his life, Madgeline Cotton. Their union 
was blessed with six children: Gwendolyn, 
Shuwanda, Angela, Myrtis, Paul Jr., and Jerel. 
Paul also had a daughter named LaKeesha. 
At his passing, he was the proud grandfather 
of 14 grandchildren and nine great-grand-
children. 

In 1979, Paul joined the United States Army 
Reserve, later extending his service with a 
contract until July 30, 1985. He earned hon-
orary medals for his M–16 and hand grenade 
expertise and was honorably discharged after 
approximately five years of dedicated service. 

Paul’s vocation was in construction, where 
he built buildings, homes, highways, and 
roads across the United States for fifty years 
until his retirement. He was affectionately 
known as the ‘‘Jack of all Trades.’’ Paul 
worked for Ingalls Shipyard in the late 1980s 
in Pascagoula, MS, and later for Mississippi 
Limestone. He also worked as an independent 
contractor and repaired cars in his spare time. 

As the patriarch of his family, Paul was 
deeply loved by his wife, siblings, children, 
and grandchildren. His humble and kind-spir-
ited nature made him one of a kind. To his 
children, he was a King, embodying work 
ethic, love, and values. Paul’s memory will be 
cherished forever in the hearts of his loved 
ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the life, legacy, and service of 
Paul Cotton. 

f 

HONORING AMBASSADOR GILAD 
ERDAN 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize the extraordinary ca-
reer of Israel’s Ambassador to the United Na-
tions, Gilad Erdan. Ambassador Erdan began 
his career in public service as an advisor, first 
to Ariel Sharon and then to Benjamin 
Netanyahu. In 2003, Ambassador Erdan was 
elected to the Knesset as a member of Likud. 
During his fourteen years as a Member of the 
Knesset, Ambassador Erdan served in a vari-
ety of ministerial positions. He was first ap-

pointed as the Minister for Environmental Pro-
tection following the 2009 elections. In this 
role, he worked to clean rivers, increase recy-
cling, and protect Israel’s coastline. In 2013, 
Ambassador Erdan was appointed the Minister 
of Communications and Minister of Home 
Front Defense. Subsequently, in 2014, he 
served as the Minister of Interior. Following 
the 2015 elections, Prime Minister Netanyahu 
appointed him Minister of Public Security. In 
this position, he combated terrorism, reformed 
cannabis law, and worked to protect children 
from online predators. 

In 2020, Prime Minister Netanyahu an-
nounced that Erdan would serve concurrently 
as Ambassador to the United Nations and the 
United States—a distinction not bestowed 
upon an ambassador since the 1950s. In 
2022, he was elected the Vice President of 
the 77th General Assembly, a major honor for 
any diplomat. While serving as Ambassador to 
the United Nations, Ambassador Erdan has 
fearlessly advocated for Israel’s interests in 
front of the assembly. In his role as Ambas-
sador, I have had the pleasure of working with 
him and witnessing his commitment to Israel 
first-hand. I wish him the best in his next role 
and am confident that he will continue to be a 
strong advocate for the people of Israel. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF 
THE CLE ELUM DAM FISH PAS-
SAGE FACILITIES AND FISH RE-
INTRODUCTION PROJECT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to celebrate the opening of the Cle Elum Dam 
Fish Passage Facilities and Fish Reintroduc-
tion Project, a program to restore ecological 
connectivity and natural production of anach-
ronous fish like sockeye salmon, spring Chi-
nook salmon, summer steelhead, and coho 
salmon. 

After years of studies, planning, and con-
struction, the Cle Elum Fish Passage Project 
is finally ready to begin the important work of 
conserving our salmon species in the region. 
This impressive feat is accomplished through 
a multitude of projects, including a spill over 
dam, a fish collection facility, underground 
passage tunnels for juveniles, and multiple fish 
passage ramps. 

I look forward to seeing what this program 
has in store, and I commend the Bureau of 
Reclamation, Confederated Tribes and Bands 
of the Yakama Nation, and Garco Construc-
tion Inc. for their commitment to the conserva-
tion and protection of our wildlife and natural 
resources in Central Washington. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NAVAL AIR DE-
VELOPMENT CENTER IN WAR-
MINSTER, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today it is 
my great honor to rise in recognition of the 

countless invaluable contributions of the Naval 
Air Development Center (NADC) in War-
minster, Pennsylvania, to the aerospace herit-
age of my community and our entire country. 

For six decades, the NADC has been the 
cornerstone of United States Naval aviation 
research. Before the era of Silicon Valley and 
Research Triangle Park, NADC was the pre-
mier aviation research center and cradle of 
aerospace innovation. 

Originally acquired from the Brewster Air-
craft Corporation by the United States Govern-
ment during World War II, the NADC 
transitioned to United States Navy manage-
ment in 1947 and quickly became synony-
mous with innovation, pioneering advance-
ments in pilotless aircraft, modern aircraft de-
sign, propulsion systems, electronics, surveil-
lance technologies, acoustics processing, 
communications, navigation (including Global 
Positioning System (GPS)), and weaponry. Its 
mission was clear: to be a global leader in 
naval aviation research and development, and 
it accomplished this mission successfully. 

The NADC housed over thirty laboratories, 
each focusing on various critical aspects of 
naval aviation. These hubs of innovation drew 
visionary engineers, scientists, technicians, 
and support staff from across the nation to 
take part in this groundbreaking research that 
pushed the boundaries of aerospace tech-
nology. Their collective efforts yielded numer-
ous breakthroughs crucial to securing our na-
tional defense and advancing global aero-
space capabilities. 

Among their countless achievements, one of 
the most significant was the establishment of 
the Aviation Medical Acceleration Laboratory 
(AMAL). Central to this laboratory was the 
world’s most powerful human centrifuge. Fa-
mously known as the ‘‘Johnsville Centrifuge’’, 
this facility played a critical role in advancing 
the understanding of high-performance jet air-
craft’s effects on pilots, significantly contrib-
uting to the training and safety protocols of pi-
lots in groundbreaking programs like the North 
American X–15, Mercury, Gemini, Apollo 
Spacecrafts, and Space Shuttle missions. 

In addition, the Anti-Submarine Warfare 
Laboratory was instrumental in developing cut-
ting-edge technologies vital to the Navy’s Cold 
War efforts. Innovations like the Lockheed P– 
3 Orion and S–3 Viking aircraft, Light Airborne 
Multi-Purpose System (LAMPS) helicopters, 
and advanced sonobuoys significantly en-
hanced their capability to detect and counter 
Soviet submarine threats. 

Furthermore, the NADC served as the lead 
laboratory for several iconic aircraft, including 
the Grumman F–14 Tomcat, McDonnell Doug-
las F/A–18 Hornet tactical fighters, the Presi-
dential Helicopter fleet, and the Take Charge 
and Move Out (TACAMO) communications 
platforms. Its influence extended beyond air-
craft to encompass the entire spectrum of 
navigation systems used by Navy aircraft, sub-
marines, and surface vessels. 

The NADC crew systems office was also re-
sponsible for pioneering advancements in 
aviation life support, life sciences, and crew 
station technologies. From the Navy Common 
Ejection Seat (NACES) to flight helmets and 
flame-retardant NOMEX flight suits, the inno-
vations and initiatives born out of this office 
underscore the profound impact the NADC 
has had in enhancing pilot safety and mission 
effectiveness. 
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The Naval Air Development Center’s legacy 

has shaped the past and future of naval avia-
tion and inspired generations of engineers, 
scientists, and innovators to pursue excellence 
in aerospace research and development. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand before this esteemed 
chamber proud and humbled to celebrate the 
invaluable contributions of the NADC and 
commend their decades of dedication, exper-
tise, leadership, ingenuity and innovation. Be-
cause of their commitment to fostering explo-
ration, research, and development in aero-
space technology, our Nation continues to be 
a leader on the global stage of aviation tech-
nology. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF 
THE NEW WINNERS CHURCH 
BUILDING IN DUMFRIES, VIR-
GINIA 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Winners Church of Dumfries, Vir-
ginia and extend my congratulations to them 
on the completion of their new church building. 
This expansion will enable them to continue 
their mission of service to the community. 

Winners Church has served the people of 
Virginia’s Seventh Congressional District for 
more than 13 years. Under the direction of 
Senior Pastor Henry Godwin, Winners Church 
has enriched the lives of Dumfries residents 
by fostering a sense of community and pro-
viding invaluable support to their congregants. 
This new building serves as a symbol of the 
continued dedication to service that Winners 
Church nurtures in their community and will 
continue to grow through their love and faith. 

The mission of Winners Church is to be a 
place where overcomers are raised, hope is 
restored, purpose is realized, and potential is 
maximized. Since the church’s founding in De-
cember of 2010, they have continuously pro-
vided for their community through annual 
events such as the turkey giveaway, back to 
school giveaway, tissue drive, and quarterly 
visits to shelters and assisted living homes 
throughout Dumfries. I applaud Pastor Godwin 
and the entire Winners Church family for their 
tireless work to develop a welcoming environ-
ment for the people of Dumfries and beyond, 
and for the support they have provided to our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating Winners Church on the opening 
of their new house of worship. This remark-
able achievement is a testament to their un-
wavering dedication and their deep commit-
ment to serving the people of Dumfries, Vir-
ginia. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AWARDS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to law enforcement men and 

women who have provided distinguished serv-
ice to the people of Florida’s 16th Congres-
sional District. 

Law enforcement is a demanding profession 
that requires sacrifice, courage, and dedication 
to serve others. Every day, brave men and 
women put themselves in harm’s way to en-
force the laws of our society and protect public 
safety. They deserve our gratitude and re-
spect. 

Fourteen years ago, I established the 16th 
District Congressional Law Enforcement 
Awards to give special recognition to law en-
forcement officers, departments, or units for 
exceptional achievement. 

This year, I will present Congressional law 
enforcement awards to the following winners 
chosen by an independent panel comprised of 
current and retired law enforcement personnel 
representing a cross-section of the district’s 
law enforcement community: 

Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award: 
Lieutenant Nicholas Pruitt, Deputy Michael 
Ates, Deputy Althavia Brown, Deputy James 
Forkin, Deputy Christopher Houghton, and De-
tective Dwight Roberts of the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Dedication and Professionalism Award: Offi-
cer Andrew Adkins of the Holmes Beach Po-
lice Department, Officer Kevin Williams of the 
Bradenton Police Department, Trooper Taylor 
Ledford of the Florida Highway Patrol, Cor-
poral Benjamin Schlabach of the Palmetto Po-
lice Department, Detective Matthew Hostetler, 
Detective Steven Luke, and Detective Carmine 
Luper of the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office. 

Gary Tibbetts Career Service Award: Major 
Todd Shear of the Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Office, Captain (retired) William Knight and 
Detective Jeff Beckley of the Bradenton Police 
Department, and Special Agent (retired) Ste-
phen Lieberman of the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement. 

Preservation of Life Award: Sergeant Rus-
sell Ackerman of the Bradenton Police Depart-
ment, Officer Specialist Kelsey Dalton of the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission, Lieutenant Richard Rietz, Sergeant 
Randy Lamb, Sergeant Laszlo Nagy, Detec-
tive Eric Davis, Deputy Jake Essek, Deputy 
Joshua Groover, Deputy Brian Hart, Deputy 
Stanley Hartley, Deputy Brandon Howard, 
Deputy Lauren Jalowiec, Deputy Alexis Lyon, 
Deputy Robert Macchio, Deputy Paul 
McCartney, Deputy Humberto Noronha, Dep-
uty Gregory Palso, Deputy Deborah Perry, 
Deputy Carrie Renninger, Deputy Patti 
Savageau, Deputy Hurly Smith, and Deputy 
Arturo Velasquez of the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Unit Citation Award: Bradenton Police De-
partment Narcotics Unit: Detective Eleazar 
Garcia and Detective Brandon Kells; Florida 
Highway Patrol Troop C Criminal Interdiction 
Unit: Sergeant Joshua Malloy, Trooper Jeremy 
Fields, Trooper Wesley Kelly, Trooper Deryck 
Lewis, Trooper Chris Nottingham, Trooper 
Sergio Pearce, Trooper Eric Schaub, K–9 Flip, 
K–9 Titan, and K–9 Lobo; Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Office Fraud/Auto/Pawn Unit: Ser-
geant Jason Farrier, Detective Anthony 
Begley, Detective Joshua Breitwieser, Detec-
tive Gary Cummings III, Detective Samuel 
Ebeling, Detective Rachael Fossaceca, Detec-
tive Daniel Reyna, Detective Antonio Starnes, 
and Detective Randall Walker. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALDO 
PINESCHI, JR. 

HON. DOUG LaMALFA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my friend, Aldo Pineschi, Jr., who re-
cently passed away in Roseville, California. 
His loss is felt throughout Northern California, 
and very personally to myself. My deepest 
condolences to his wife Lesli, their children, 
and to his extended family and many friends. 
Aldo was a quiet leader with tremendous influ-
ence, and also had a most caring spirit. There 
was little in Placer County that didn’t have his 
wise advice and fingerprints on it. Aldo was a 
humble man who loved his community and did 
everything in his power to make it better. 
Never wanting to be in the limelight, he indeed 
was a light and help to dozens of charities, as 
well as encouraging all levels of government 
to come together to solve issues. Putting 
aside differences and finding areas of agree-
ment was one of his specialties. 

I value and will cherish the friendship that I 
shared with Aldo and will look back fondly at 
the times, over dinners, local events, we 
shared. No matter how far he had to travel, 
Aldo would be there giving me a smile from 
the back of a crowded town hall or business 
round table. 

God Bless Aldo. I thank him for all he has 
done and the kindness that accompanied him 
every step on this earth. He will be missed. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE IN-
CREASED TRANSPARENCY IN 
501(C)(4) ORGANIZATIONS ACT OF 
2024 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 22, 2024 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Increased Transparency in 501(c)(4) 
Organizations Act of 2024. This bill would re-
quire the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to 
make publicly available the forms organiza-
tions that self-declare under Section 501(c)(4) 
of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) file with 
the IRS. Americans have the right to know 
which organizations are operating under this 
section of the IRC. 

To be eligible for tax-exempt status under 
501(c)(4), organizations, often referred to as 
‘‘social welfare organizations,’’ must be ‘‘de-
voted exclusively to charitable, educational, or 
recreational purposes.’’ They can apply for 
501(c)(4) status, or they can self-declare. Pre-
viously, organizations seeking to self-declare 
were not required to notify the IRS of their ex-
istence. In 2015, however, the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 (PATH 
Act), which required an organization seeking 
to self-declare to file a notice with the IRS, 
was enacted into law. The PATH Act did not, 
however, make the filed notices, Form 8976, 
subject to public disclosure 

The IRS has opined that Form 8976 cannot 
be made available under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act or other disclosure laws. This opin-
ion creates a discrepancy between those or-
ganizations for which the IRS must make pub-
licly available information—all Section 
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501(c)(3) organizations and 501(c)(4) organi-
zations that applied for that status—and self- 
declared 501(c)(4) organizations. This discrep-
ancy appears to have been inadvertently cre-
ated by the PATH Act. 

This bill would fix this discrepancy by requir-
ing the IRS to publicly disclose any filed Form 
8976 upon request, thus allowing the public to 
know which organizations operate under 
501(c)(4), as they do with organizations that 
operate under 501(c)(3). In the aftermath of 
the Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision, 
which allows unlimited expenditures in political 
campaigns by these ‘‘social welfare’’ organiza-
tions, greater transparency is needed. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BRIGA-
DIER GENERAL JOHN W. 
POGOREK 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Brigadier General 
John ‘‘Pogo’’ Pogorek, who was Commander 
of the New Hampshire Air National Guard 
(NHANG). On July 8, 2024, he was the victim 
of a tragic accident near his home in Roch-
ester, New Hampshire. General Pogorek was 
a beloved father, husband, son, and brother 
who dedicated his life to service in both the 
Air Force and NHANG. 

Born in Ware, Massachusetts, General 
Pogorek received a Bachelor of Science in 
Human Factors Engineering from the United 
States Air Force Academy and was commis-
sioned as an officer in 1989. He Joined 
NHANG in January 1999, serving in numerous 
leadership roles, including commanding the 
157th Maintenance, Operations, and Air Re-
fueling Wing Groups. General Pogorek was 
promoted to Commander of the NHANG in 
June 2022 and served as the principal advisor 
to the Governor of New Hampshire. 

General Pogorek made a remarkable impact 
on New Hampshire and our country through-
out his 35 years of service. During his career 
he logged over 6,000 flight hours piloting T–1, 
C–130, KC–135, and KC–46 aircraft. He also 
helped design the KC–46 tail art and helped to 
bring back military airshows to New Hamp-
shire. For his dedicated service, General 
Pogorek received accolades such as the Meri-

torious Service Medal with four oak leaf clus-
ters, the Air Medal Aerial Achievement Medal 
with four oak leaf clusters, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal with oak leaf cluster, the AF 
Outstanding Unit Award, and several others. 
He was dedicated to the health and safety of 
everyone that is currently serving at Pease, 
and those that served there in the past, along 
with their families. 

General Pogorek was deeply devoted to his 
family, and in 2018, he and his beloved wife 
Whitney established Red Gate Farm. The fam-
ily farm quickly grew into a heritage breed 
meat business, where General Pogorek 
transitioned his service and dedication from 
country to community. General Pogorek and 
his family developed relationships selling their 
meat to local farmers markets as he adapted 
to life as a farmer. 

General Pogorek’s family and friends de-
scribe him as a kind, humble, funny, and resil-
ient man. He had a passion for learning and 
inspired those around him, both within his ca-
reer of service and outside of it. Those who 
knew General Pogorek recognized his dedica-
tion to his country and family, and admired his 
loyalty, kindness, and leadership. We are for-
ever grateful for his selfless service and sac-
rifice. 

During this difficult time, my thoughts and 
condolences are with his wife Whitney, his 
children, Megan, Jacob, Jenna, Jason, and 
Jackson, his mother Mary, his siblings, Karen, 
Donna, Kevin, and Sandra, and all of General 
Pogorek’s loved ones. On behalf of the con-
stituents of New Hampshire’s First Congres-
sional District, I commend General Pogorek 
for his exemplary service and sacrifice to our 
Nation. His legacy will endure, and he will be 
dearly missed. 
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REMEMBERING MARIA MACAULAY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 22, 2024 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today a Service of Worship in Remem-
brance of and Thanksgiving for Life was held 
for Maria Locke Boineau Macaulay at the his-
toric First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, 
South Carolina. Services were conducted by 
Reverend Dr. David H. Lauten, with organist 
Thomas Russell, and soloist Emma Hagood. 

I am grateful Maria was the wife of my fel-
low former State Senator Alex Macaulay and 
my cherished Boineau second cousin. 

I include in the RECORD the following obit-
uary that was published in the service bulletin: 

‘‘Maria Locke Boineau Macaulay passed 
away in the morning of July 17, 2024. Born in 
Columbia on January 11, 1943, Maria was the 
proud daughter of the late Edward ‘‘Bru’’ 
Boineau and Helen Gayle Bell Boineau. She 
attended Columbia High, where at 5′2′′ and 95 
pounds she earned the nickname ‘‘Moose.’’ A 
lifelong lover of books and the Gamecocks, 
she graduated from the University of South 
Carolina with a bachelor’s degree in English. 

‘‘After a brief stint in Charlotte, she re-
turned to her home state and married her 
first (and only) husband Alex Macaulay of 
Columbia. In 1973, she moved with her hus-
band and two children—also named Maria 
and Alex—to Walhalla, South Carolina where 
she established herself as a vibrant and ac-
tive presence in the community. As a mem-
ber of the Walhalla Presbyterian Church, she 
played in the hand bell choir with a focus 
and intensity that was truly something to 
behold. She worked years as an award win-
ning and beloved substitute teacher at 
Walhalla High School. While the students 
never wished any ill will on their day to day 
teachers, they were always excited when 
they walked in the classroom and saw Mrs. 
Macaulay sitting behind the desk. In addi-
tion to her daily walks around Sertoma 
Field, she dedicated countless hours to the 
Oconee Public Library, delivering books 
throughout the county, serving as chair-
person of the Library’s Board of Trustees 
and as president of the Oconee County 
Friends of the Library. In 1999, she was ap-
pointed by the governor to the South Caro-
lina State Library Board and would go on to 
chair its Board of Trustees as well. 

‘‘A devoted and exuberant mother and 
grandmother, Riri, as her six grandchildren 
called her, traveled across South Carolina 
and the mountains of western North Caro-
lina taking them on vacations as well as at-
tending an infinite number of sporting 
events, dance recitals, graduations, birthday 
parties, and other special and non-special oc-
casions where she let the children know each 
and every time how much she loved them 
and how proud she was of them. 

‘‘Maria is survived by her husband, Alex 
Macaulay; her sister, Gayle Boineau Darby; 
her daughter, Maria Macaulay Sellers; her 
son, Alex Macaulay; a slew of grandchildren, 
Maria Locke Sellers, Sarah Calhoun Sellers, 
Eliza Maxwell Macaulay, Lee Edward Macau-
lay, Kate Eleanor Macaulay, and Julia Web-
ster Macaulay; and an even bigger bundle of 
cousins, nieces and nephews.’’ 
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