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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable PETER 
WELCH, a Senator from the State of 
Vermont. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Lord of our pilgrim years, this day 

brings us its concerns and duties. As 
our Senators serve You and country, 
make them aware that their attitudes, 
words, and actions influence the struc-
ture of events around our Nation and 
world. 

Lord, help these representatives of 
freedom to master themselves, that 
they may be the servants of others. In 
these times of strain, keep them from 
magnifying the slights and stings that 
are a part of the legislative process. 
Lord, give them pure hearts and a pas-
sion to serve the American people with 
integrity, truth, and honor. 

And, Lord, we thank You for the life 
and legacy of Representative Sheila 
Jackson Lee. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 23, 2024. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable PETER WELCH, a Sen-
ator from the State of Vermont, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WELCH thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that the Chair has an an-
nouncement to make. 

f 

LETTER OF RESIGNATION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Chair lays before the Senate 
a communication regarding the res-
ignation of Senator MENENDEZ. 

Without objection, the letter will be 
printed in the RECORD and spread upon 
the Journal. 

The letter follows: 
UNITED STATES SENATE, 

Washington, DC, July 23, 2024. 
Hon. PHIL MURPHY, 
Governor of New Jersey, Office of the Governor, 
Trenton, NJ. 

DEAR GOVERNOR MURPHY: This is to advise 
you that I will be resigning from my office as 
the United States Senator from New Jersey, 
effective on the close of business on August 
20, 2024. 

This will give time for my staff to transi-
tion to other possibilities, transfer con-
stituent files that are pending, allow for an 
orderly process to choose an interim replace-

ment, and for me to close out my Senate af-
fairs. 

While I fully intend to appeal the jury’s 
verdict, all the way and including to the Su-
preme Court, I do not want the Senate to be 
involved in a lengthy process that will de-
tract from its important work. Furthermore, 
I cannot preserve my rights upon a success-
ful appeal, because factual matters before 
the ethics committee are not privileged. 
This is evidenced by the Committee’s Staff 
Director and Chief Counsel being called to 
testify at my trial. 

I am proud of the many accomplishments 
I’ve had on behalf of New Jersey, such as 
leading the federal effort for Superstorm 
Sandy recovery, preserving and funding 
Gateway and leading the federal efforts to 
help save our hospitals, State and munici-
palities, as well as New Jersey families 
through a once in a century COVID pan-
demic. These successes led you, Governor, to 
call me the ‘‘Indispensable Senator.’’ 

I thank the citizens of New Jersey for the 
extraordinary privilege of representing them 
in the United States Senate. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT MENENDEZ, 

United States Senator, New Jersey. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR EN BLOC—S. 4727 AND 
H.R. 8281 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-

derstand that there are two bills at the 
desk due for a second reading en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bills by 
title for the second time en bloc. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 4727) to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to clarify the nature of judicial 
review of agency interpretations of statutory 
and regulatory provisions. 

A bill (H.R. 8281) to amend the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to require 
proof of United States citizenship to register 
an individual to vote in elections for Federal 
office, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the 
bills on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceeding en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bills will be placed on the calendar. 
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BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Mr. President, 
for as long as I have known Joe Biden, 
I have known him to be a man of one 
thing: a man who fervently loves his 
country. From the moment he was 
elected to the New Castle County 
Council to his swearing in as Dela-
ware’s Senator at age 30, to his ele-
vation as our Nation’s 47th Vice Presi-
dent, and to his election as our 46th 
President, Joe Biden’s North Star has 
not changed: serving the people of the 
United States of America. 

This weekend, President Biden made 
the kind of decision only a true patriot 
can make, choosing to pass the torch 
and to step away from the Presidency 
at the conclusion of this term. 

I know President Biden’s decision 
wasn’t an easy one, but, once again, he 
put the needs of his country and our fu-
ture first. It is a bittersweet moment 
but one that fills every single one of us 
who knows President Biden with limit-
less gratitude. 

On behalf of a grateful Democratic 
caucus, on behalf of a grateful Senate, 
and on behalf of a grateful nation, I 
wish to say thank you—thank you—to 
President Biden for dedication to our 
country, and we will keep working 
with him every single day until this 
term is done. 

By willingly passing the torch, Joe 
Biden is precisely the kind of leader 
George Washington would have hoped 
for. In his Farewell Address, our first 
President affirmed that elected office 
belongs to no man or woman alone but 
to the people above all. Two hundred 
thirty years later, President Biden 
honors George Washington’s example 
in a way few Presidents ever have. 

But to those of us who have known 
Joe Biden all these years, we know 
that this is who he truly is: a man of 
profound decency. He is, at his core, an 
honorable man, a family man, a man of 
faith. And he restored those qualities 
to the Presidency after 4 years of dis-
aster under the previous administra-
tion. 

Now, future generations will look at 
Joe Biden’s Presidency and see it was 
one of the most consequential in Amer-
ican history. It may seem like a life-
time ago, but when President Biden en-
tered office, America was in crisis. A 
once-in-a-century pandemic was claim-
ing thousands of lives by the day. Our 
economy was on life support. And in 
the aftermath of January 6, American 
democracy was hanging by a thread. 

Three and a half years later, America 
is stronger, more prosperous, and our 
future is brighter because of President 
Biden’s leadership. And it has been the 
honor of a lifetime for me to work side 
by side to bring the Senate Democratic 
agenda to life here in the U.S. Senate. 

With President Biden, we have cre-
ated 15 million new jobs since the 
depths of the pandemic, the most in a 
single term. With President Biden, we 
have lowered the cost of prescription 
drugs for tens of millions of Americans. 
We empowered Medicare to negotiate 

with drug companies for the first time 
ever. We have made insulin $35 a month 
for millions of seniors. And we ex-
panded affordable healthcare to more 
Americans than ever before. 

With President Biden, we enacted a 
generational infrastructure bill to re-
build America, fixing her roads and 
bridges and highways and lead piping 
and expanding broadband to so many 
rural and inner-city areas that didn’t 
have it. I was proud to lead these ef-
forts in this Chamber. 

With President Biden, we passed the 
first gun safety law in 30 years, the 
first since the Brady bill that I led as 
a Member of Congress back in the 
1990s. And I remember working then 
with Senator Biden on gun legislation, 
both the assault weapons ban and the 
Brady Law. 

With President Biden, we enacted the 
boldest clean energy bill in the history 
of our Nation: the Inflation Reduction 
Act. Because of this bill, our kids will 
breathe cleaner air, our communities 
will see less pollution, the next genera-
tion will enjoy millions—millions—of 
new, good-paying, green jobs that will 
last for generations—jobs with a fu-
ture. 

With President Biden, we revived 
America’s grand tradition of scientific 
research and technological innovation. 
With the Chips and Science Act, ad-
vanced manufacturing is coming back 
to America, to cities like Syracuse and 
Albany, but also in States like Arizona 
and Ohio and Idaho and Texas and so 
many others. 

And with President Biden, America 
has led the free world to defend democ-
racy in its hour of need. He united the 
nations of NATO to stand with the peo-
ple of Ukraine against Vladimir Putin, 
and NATO is stronger and larger today 
than it was when he took office. 

Incredibly, Mr. President, there is 
still much, much more. President 
Biden led the way in appointing the 
first Black woman to ever serve on the 
Supreme Court: Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson. I worked with him and my 
colleagues here in the Senate—I thank 
so many of them—to confirm more 
than 200 Federal judges, the most di-
verse slate of judicial and Federal 
nominees America has ever seen. We 
worked with him on historic veterans’ 
health reform. We expanded Federal 
protections for marriage equality—all 
this and more. 

Truly, President Biden’s legislative 
accomplishments are without equal in 
our recent history. 

Of course, the work is not done. This 
is not a moment of culmination be-
cause we have a lot of work left to do. 
For everything that has transpired 
these past few weeks, one thing has not 
changed: Senate Democrats will con-
tinue working with President Biden 
and with Vice President HARRIS and 
with the entire Biden-Harris adminis-
tration to make life better. 

It was so typical of the President. 
When he called me to tell me the news 
that he was not running again, he said: 

But we have a lot more work to do over 
the next several months. It shows you 
the commitment of the man to making 
the lives of people better. 

So we will continue to work on those 
issues, but, for now, I want to say for a 
grateful nation: Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you, Joseph Robinette 
Biden. 

What an amazing legacy President 
Biden will leave for future generations. 
History will say of this moment: Here 
was one of our great American Presi-
dents. He is a leader who made the 
most difficult choice at the most im-
portant moment because he believed it 
was the right thing to do. Here is some-
one who put country ahead of self until 
the very end. 

f 

KIDS ONLINE SAFETY ACT AND 
CHILDREN AND TEENS’ ONLINE 
PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Now on KOSA- 
COPPA, when you are a parent, there is 
no greater pain imaginable than the 
pain of losing a child—in my case, I 
might say a grandchild as well. We all 
think of it almost every day when we 
have kids, when we have grandkids: 
What if they are gone? How would we 
even go forward? 

My kids are now adults and have kids 
of their own. But I remember when 
they were little, nothing mattered 
more to me than keeping them safe. As 
parents, that is what we want to do— 
keep our kids safe as much as we can, 
to shield them from the harms they are 
too young to handle, and to ensure we 
as a country guard against those who 
would prey or exploit or otherwise 
harm our loved ones. I feel this way as 
strongly as ever as a grandparent when 
I think of my three beautiful grand-
children: Noah, who is age 5; Eleanor, 
who is age 2; and Henry, who is age 1. 

Unlike decades past, ensuring our 
kids’ safety today means ensuring 
their online safety, to protect kids 
from online bullying and exploitation 
and other risks to their mental health. 

Social media has helped hundreds of 
millions of people to connect in new 
ways over the last two decades, but 
there are also new and sometimes seri-
ous health risks that come along with 
those benefits. We cannot set these 
risks aside. On this issue, we des-
perately need to catch up. 

So this week, I am proud to say the 
Senate will vote on kids’ online safety. 
For the information of Senators, I am 
announcing that this week, the Senate 
will take up two bipartisan bills to pro-
tect our kids while they use the inter-
net—the Kids Online Safety Act, or 
KOSA, and the Children and Teens’ On-
line Privacy Protection Act, or 
COPPA. Today, I will move to lay a 
message before the Senate that I in-
tend to use as a vehicle for the sub-
stance of those two bills. Members 
should prepare for a cloture vote on the 
message as soon as Thursday. 

Passing kids’ online safety, Mr. 
President, as we all know, as you 
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know, has been months in the making. 
This has been a long and bumpy road, 
but one thing I always knew for sure 
was that it would be worth it. I worked 
closely with Members on both sides of 
the aisle to get the bills ready for the 
floor—Senators BLUMENTHAL and 
BLACKBURN, MARKEY and CASSIDY, and 
so many others. I made sure that Mem-
bers on both sides had plenty of time to 
offer their input, work through dis-
agreements, and arrive at a consensus. 
Now, after months of hard work, the 
moment to act has arrived, and the 
Senate should pass these bills swiftly. 

Nothing has galvanized me and so 
many others of us here in the Senate 
more to act on kids’ online safety than 
meeting with parents who lost loved 
ones. Over the past month, I met with 
many parents from New York and from 
around the country whose kids took 
their own lives because of what hap-
pened to them on social media. Some 
of these kids were bullied. Others were 
targeted by predators or had their per-
sonal, private information stolen. 
Practically all of them suffered deep 
mental health anguish in some way 
and felt like they had nowhere to turn. 
And in far too many cases, their suf-
fering ended in tragedy, as they took 
their own lives. 

I can’t comprehend the pain these 
parents have felt. No one would fault 
them if they hid away, if they mourned 
their children away from the spotlight 
and processed their grief in private. 
But the parents I have met are amaz-
ing. They have done the opposite. In-
stead of retreating into darkness, they 
lit a candle. They worked doggedly to 
ensure other parents don’t have to en-
dure the pain they did. 

I was just talking to one of the New 
York parents who was here. That is 
what she said. It so touched me: I want 
to make sure what happened to my 
child doesn’t happen to others. 

These parents made their children’s 
memory into a blessing—a blessing 
that now bears fruit in the form of leg-
islation that will prevent other kids 
from meeting the same terrible fate. 

So, for me, this effort is personal. To 
every Senator who has been a parent, 
it is personal. When I talk to parents 
who lost their children, see the pic-
tures of their kids, I think of my kids 
when they were little, and I think of 
my grandchildren today. The loss shat-
ters your heart. I think to myself, if we 
could get these bills done, it would do 
so much good for millions of families 
across the country. 

We are going to get this done. 
We are going to get this done. 
I thank the Senators who labored 

tirelessly on these bills, especially 
BLUMENTHAL and BLACKBURN for their 
work on KOSA, MARKEY and CASSIDY 
for COPPA, and Chair CANTWELL for 
her excellent leadership on the Com-
merce Committee. I look forward to 
voting on advancing KOSA and COPPA 
here on the floor later this week. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SECRET SERVICE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
since the Senate last convened, our Na-
tion has seen two attempts to cir-
cumvent the American people’s right 
to choose their leaders. 

The first, of course, was the first 
time in more than a century that a 
former President of the United States 
was shot in an attempted assassina-
tion. That happened to Theodore Roo-
sevelt. 

This murderous assault on our demo-
cratic process very nearly robbed mil-
lions of Americans of their choice for 
the next President. It has been reas-
suring to see Americans united in their 
horror at this brazen act of political vi-
olence. The near-disaster on July 13 
violated the trust of the American pub-
lic, and restoring that trust will re-
quire transparency and accountability. 
I said at the outset that the resigna-
tion of the Director of the Secret Serv-
ice would be an important step in that 
direction, and I am encouraged she has 
taken that step today. 

The Director is on record describing 
her agents’ responsibilities as ‘‘a zero 
fail mission.’’ Clearly, on July 13, the 
Secret Service did fail the mission. The 
important questions now are why and 
how. Apart from internal inquiries and 
FBI investigations, Congress’s over-
sight authority entitles us to answers. 

Yesterday, the House Oversight Com-
mittee spent hours questioning the Di-
rector of the Secret Service. Unfortu-
nately, the Senate majority hasn’t yet 
shown any intention of conducting 
oversight of its own. Democrats who so 
often express concern about threats to 
democracy have yet to look seriously 
at the failures of the Secret Service. 

The Judiciary Committee, for its 
part, appeared to be more concerned 
with resurrecting failed judicial nomi-
nations than getting to the bottom of 
the first near-assassination of a former 
President in 100 years. Until earlier 
today, Chairman DURBIN apparently in-
tended to spend the committee’s time 
taking another look at radical Judge 
Sarah Netburn, a nominee his own 
committee rejected once for engaging 
in political activism from the bench 
and lying about her actions under oath. 

It is crickets at the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee as well. Chairman 

PETERS has three meetings on the cal-
endar for this week but not one about 
the near-assassination of a former 
President. 

A former President of the United 
States came within an inch of his life 
just days ago. An innocent participant 
in the great tradition of American 
campaigns was killed, and two other 
attendees were seriously wounded. The 
American people deserve to know how 
this happened and what steps are being 
taken to ensure that it won’t happen 
again. 

f 

VICE PRESIDENT HARRIS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Fortunately, a 

despicable act of political violence 
failed, but just 2 days ago, a different 
decision succeeded in erasing the will 
of millions of American voters. 

Leading Washington Democrats pre-
vailed upon President Biden to toss out 
primary results and leave the nomina-
tion in limbo while party bosses anoint 
another candidate. 

One thing is for certain: If they for-
mally nominate President Biden’s pre-
ferred successor, the choice facing 
working Americans remains the same. 
Vice President Harris owns this admin-
istration’s record. Her fingerprints are 
all over the past 4 years of failure. 

She has cast tie-breaking votes for 
radical judicial nominees, for soft-on- 
crime prosecutors, and for the reckless 
spending her party’s top economists ac-
tually condemned. She has flouted her 
responsibilities as the administration’s 
border czar and presided over the worst 
border crisis in American history. 

The American people cannot afford 4 
more years of open borders, violent 
crime, or historic inflation. In Novem-
ber, they may well reject it. 

f 

ISRAEL 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, now 

on another matter, tomorrow, the Cap-
itol will welcome Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the democrat-
ically elected leader of America’s clos-
est ally in the Middle East to address a 
joint meeting of Congress for the 
fourth time. 

It is a pivotal moment for the United 
States-Israel alliance and for Israel’s 
war against savage Iran-backed terror-
ists. This is an existential conflict for 
Israel, but it is also a test of America’s 
reliability and a challenge to the en-
tire free world. 

I look forward to hearing the Prime 
Minister’s remarks. Unfortunately, 
some of the leaders who could learn the 
most from the experience of the battle- 
tested, duly elected leader of a sov-
ereign democracy apparently will not 
be among us. 

The Vice President, who tradition-
ally presides over joint sessions of Con-
gress, apparently can’t spare the time 
to demonstrate even symbolic support 
for the only democracy in the Middle 
East. 

Of course, Israel deserves more than 
symbolism. It deserves the time, space, 
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and material support to guarantee its 
security and defeat the terrorists who 
started this war. 

But no matter how many times I say 
it, no matter how many of our col-
leagues affirm Israel’s right to exist, 
no matter how sternly the President 
insists his commitment to Israel is 
‘‘ironclad,’’ America’s actions speak 
otherwise. 

The administration’s policy toward 
Israel has often compounded the chal-
lenges our ally faces. It has withheld 
critical military assistance and tried 
to micromanage Israel’s military oper-
ations. 

Washington Democrats have strug-
gled to forcefully condemn the scourge 
of anti-Semitism and terrorist sym-
pathy running rampant across univer-
sity campuses and throughout the 
American left. 

Instead, they have indulged the mob, 
engaging in grotesquely hypocritical 
efforts to meddle in Israeli domestic 
politics and call for the removal of its 
democratically elected leader. And this 
is just in the past 9 months that the 
Commander in Chief’s failure to deter 
enemies of Israel and America is a de-
bacle years in the making. The chaos 
fomented by Iran and its proxies across 
the Middle East is no surprise when 
you consider the seeds this administra-
tion has sown: 

Desperation to return to a failed nu-
clear deal told Iran that it, once again, 
held leverage over America. Rescinding 
the Houthis’ terrorist designation told 
Iran-backed groups that America isn’t 
serious about imposing consequences 
for their savage violence. A 
humiliating withdrawal from Afghani-
stan invited allies and adversaries 
alike to question America’s com-
petence and America’s resolve. Failure 
to respond decisively to Iran-backed 
strikes against American personnel, in-
terests, and partners across the region 
told the world’s most active state spon-
sor of terrorism that the world’s only 
superpower was unwilling to act like 
one. 

Today, America and our partners are 
reaping the consequences of the Biden 
administration’s weakness. This week-
end’s deadly strike in Tel-Aviv was the 
latest in more than 200 Houthi attacks 
on Israeli soil since October 7. Is it 
merely a coincidence that this attack 
landed just yards from a U.S. diplo-
matic facility? 

The same terrorists are holding glob-
al commerce hostage in the Red Sea 
and happily trading thousand-dollar 
drones for million-dollar U.S. Navy 
interceptors. 

They have concluded—correctly, it 
seems—that waging war on America 
and our interests is a low-cost propo-
sition. And this isn’t the calculus of 
some autonomous terrorists. We are 
talking about a campaign coordinated 
by the master terrorists in Tehran. As 
one Hezbollah field commander told a 
reporter recently, ‘‘The Iranians want 
us to escalate, so we are escalating. 
. . . The Iranians control every bullet 
we have.’’ 

The sworn enemies of the Great 
Satan and the Little Satan are 
emboldened. They are wreaking havoc 
on America and Israel for pennies on 
the dollar. And they are working with 
Russia, China, and North Korea to 
challenge the American-led order all 
around the world. 

Just as core U.S. interests are at 
stake in Russia’s war against Ukraine, 
they are at stake in the Middle East as 
well. Tomorrow, as on numerous occa-
sions in our history, Congress will hear 
from a close friend of America on the 
frontlines against this global effort to 
undermine the American-led order. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu deserves 
our attention, and Israel deserves a 
friend that lives up to the name. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. And under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Kashi Way, of Maryland, to 
be a Judge of the United States Tax 
Court for a term of fifteen years. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

SIGNING AUTHORITY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, first, I 
ask unanimous consent that the senior 
Senator from Georgia be authorized to 
sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolu-
tions from July 23, 2024, to July 24, 
2024. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

TRUMP RALLY SHOOTING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I heard 
the remarks a few minutes ago of the 
Republican leader of the Senate, and I 
wanted to respond because he referred 
to our Senate Judiciary Committee. 
What happened in Butler, PA, the at-
tempted assassination of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, was shocking and 
unacceptable conduct on the part of 
those who were authorized and respon-
sible for his safety. 

There is no question in my mind that 
there is a bipartisan feeling that we 

may have our differences on issues and 
other matters, but when it comes to 
the protection of all elected officials, 
particularly in this case a former 
President of the United States, we 
should all put the resources necessary 
and strategy necessary to keep them 
safe at all times. Thank God Donald 
Trump, whom I disagree with on many 
issues, survived that experience. It 
would have been horrible for this Na-
tion and for his family if the wind had 
changed a little bit. He was 1 inch 
away from losing his life. Let’s be hon-
est about it. 

How in the world did that happen? 
With all of the law enforcement and all 
of the Federal officials present, what 
went wrong? Well, the former Director, 
who resigned today, said that there 
was a failure, and she accepted respon-
sibility for it. I think we have to get 
more information as this case develops, 
but we want to do it in an orderly fash-
ion. 

The House hearing yesterday was the 
beginning; 5 hours of testimony that 
revealed some things, but clearly not 
enough when it comes to what hap-
pened on that day. And the decision at 
the Senate level has been the subject of 
bipartisan cooperation from the start. 

There is nothing partisan about this 
issue. There shouldn’t be. And for any-
one to suggest that we are not respond-
ing to the needs of the Nation to learn 
valuable information, Senator MCCON-
NELL is just wrong. And I invite him to 
reach out to the Republican leaders 
and the committees affected—the 
HSGAC committee as well as the Judi-
ciary Committee—and he will learn 
that we have been working on a hear-
ing for next week, which is the last 
week we are in session before the 
Democratic National Convention. And 
we are going to do our best to get the 
witnesses there who will produce the 
information so we learn more about it. 

This has been a bipartisan effort 
from the start, and it should be. It 
should be all the way. There is no par-
tisanship involved in the security and 
safety of elected officials. It is a bipar-
tisan, nonpartisan issue, and we have 
to do everything in our power to keep 
people safe. So I am hoping that Sen-
ator MCCONNELL will reach out to the 
staff of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and the HSGAC committee, to 
realize that we are working on that 
hearing next week as we should. 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. President, students of history 

know that our Nation has been shaped 
not only by those who choose to seek 
higher office but many times by those 
who choose not to. In 1796, George 
Washington announced that he would 
not run for a third term as President in 
his Farewell Address to America. 

Although the two-term limit would 
not be enshrined in law until almost 
200 years later, George Washington’s 
actions—choosing not to run for Presi-
dent, largely in response to the Na-
tion’s heated political climate—set a 
precedent, a valuable one. 
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In the years since then, Washington’s 

voluntary decision to decline a third 
term has shaped our Nation’s concep-
tions of political power and the Presi-
dency. On Sunday, President Joe 
Biden’s decision to decline the Demo-
cratic Party nomination was certainly 
in the spirit of that tradition. 

I have known Joe Biden for almost 30 
years. A passionate policymaker, a 
committed representative, and an all- 
around good man, President Biden rep-
resents the best of us in public life. 
And what can never be in doubt is his 
fierce dedication to our Nation. 

Throughout his entire public career, 
President Biden put our country first. 
Through immense personal tragedy, 
through setbacks and obstacles, Presi-
dent Biden held steadfast in his faith 
with America. 

Joe Biden was a Senator-elect from 
Delaware when he learned that his wife 
and three children had been involved in 
a car accident, and, tragically, his wife 
and a daughter lost their lives. Though 
living with the pain, which he later de-
scribed as unbearable, 2 weeks later, as 
Joe Biden stood by the hospital bed of 
his two little boys, he was sworn in as 
Senator of the United States. 

Every day he decided to take the Am-
trak train from Washington back to 
Delaware and went back and forth be-
tween Washington and Delaware every 
night to be home with his boys. The 
moniker we have all become familiar 
with, ‘‘Amtrak Joe,’’ was born with 
that experience. 

Then, 40 years later, while serving as 
President Obama’s Vice President, Joe 
Biden’s son Beau died of brain cancer. 
And again, through personal devasta-
tion, Joe Biden continued to faithfully 
serve America because when our Na-
tion needed him, when we needed him 
most, he was always there. 

Mr. President, 4 years ago, we faced 
an election that asked us all to face 
the reality of what we are as Ameri-
cans. Joe Biden was determined to beat 
Donald Trump 4 years ago to bring de-
cency, rationality, and empathy back 
to the White House, to put our country 
back on track and restore the soul of 
our Nation. He did just that. 

In the past 4 years under President 
Biden’s leadership, America has seen 
incredible growth, recovery, and 
progress. Thanks to Joe Biden, we re-
covered from the devastation of the 
COVID–19 pandemic. Millions of Ameri-
cans were vaccinated. We passed the 
American Rescue Plan and financially 
supported working families, addressed 
the public health crisis, rescued the 
economy. Normalcy, slowly but surely, 
returned to America. 

Thanks to President Biden, we have 
created nearly 16 million jobs. The un-
employment rate has been at or below 
4 percent for 30 consecutive months. 
That is the longest stretch in half a 
century of those good news statistics. 

Thanks to President Biden, infra-
structure week went from being a bro-
ken promise by former President 
Trump to a reality. We passed a bipar-

tisan infrastructure law that is replac-
ing our aging infrastructure, expanded 
access to clean drinking water, high- 
speed internet, and better prepared 
ourselves to address the climate crisis 
we are facing. 

Speaking of the climate, thanks to 
President Biden, we took historic ac-
tion to address the climate crisis 
through the Inflation Reduction Act, 
the most significant investment in 
clean energy sustainability and cli-
mate resilience in the history of Amer-
ica. 

And we laid the groundwork for 
American leadership in sectors of the 
future with the CHIPS and Science 
Act, bolstering American competitive-
ness for generations to come. 

Because of Biden’s leadership, we 
were able to enact the most significant 
gun safety legislation passed in nearly 
30 years, the Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act. 

Thanks to President Biden, nearly 
$170 billion in student loan debt has 
been forgiven for nearly 5 million 
Americans. Prescription drug prices 
are lower too. We made historic health 
insurance coverage gains, and the fight 
for reproductive rights remains cen-
tral. 

And as chair of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, I am proud to say we have 
confirmed 202 article III judges and 
counting, adding to the Federal 
bench—and keeping Joe Biden’s prom-
ise—the first black woman in the his-
tory of the United States to serve on 
the Supreme Court. 

And that is only domestically. On a 
global stage, President Joe Biden has 
restored faith in America as a trust-
worthy ally and a world power, global 
leader, there when the world needs us. 

For the past 4 years, we have been 
competing more aggressively with 
China, rebuilding and expanding NATO, 
and standing up for democracy and 
countering the threats of autocrats 
like Vladimir Putin. 

The legacy President Biden will leave 
behind is nothing short of remarkable. 
A grateful Nation thanks him for his 
dedication to each and every American. 
History will remember him as one of 
the most successful modern presidents. 
He acted in the tradition of great 
Americans such as George Washington. 
He put the interest of his country and 
his political party over his personal in-
terest. His decision could not have been 
easy, but it is the mark of a true 
statesman. I am honored to call Joe 
Biden a colleague, a friend, and a fel-
low American. 

KIDS ONLINE SAFETY AND PRIVACY 
Mr. President, I want to turn to an-

other important topic. 
If you ask parents and grandparents, 

one of the greatest fears they have 
about their children is this cell phone. 
How do you know what those kids are 
doing on that cell phone? Hour after 
hour, we hope it is just conversation or 
games, something innocent; but we 
know it can be something much, much 
more. 

I want to congratulate Leader SCHU-
MER on his decision to introduce a kids’ 
online safety package. The Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, which I chair, has 
worked tirelessly throughout this Con-
gress to address the danger Big Tech is 
posing to our children and grand-
children. 

In February of last year, the com-
mittee held a hearing on how to pro-
tect our kids online. We heard from a 
mother who lost her son after he was 
bullied online, a teen advocate who 
struggled with the impact of social 
media on her mental health, and many 
experts. In January, the committee 
held a historic hearing with the five 
Big Tech CEOs. The room was filled 
with survivors, parents, and family 
members whose lives have been im-
pacted by Big Tech’s failures. The emo-
tion I felt during that hearing as I 
looked at their faces was unforget-
table. Their grief was palpable, but so 
was their sense of purpose. They were 
there with a mission to confront the 
CEOs and demand that Congress finally 
enact legislation to make the online 
world safer for our kids and hold these 
tech companies accountable. 

The hearing demonstrated that kids’ 
online safety has widespread, bipar-
tisan support. Mr. President, you know 
this personally. No other topic has 
brought the Members of that com-
mittee together from across the polit-
ical spectrum as powerfully as this one. 
We proposed five different measures to 
enforce the law against the Big Tech 
operations that pay no attention to 
what is happening with what they 
broadcast on their media, and the final 
vote in that committee, a committee 
which is as diverse as anything ever 
gathered in Congress, was unanimous— 
Democrats and Republicans agreed. 
How about that, America? Can you be-
lieve it? On an issue that important, 
every single Senator of both political 
parties voted for the legislation. That 
is why I think we can get into an hon-
est conversation about helping families 
fight this danger to their kids and 
grandkids. We need to move towards 
the provisions that we have enacted in 
the committee. 

Bipartisan support was further dem-
onstrated when the committee unani-
mously reported all five bills, including 
my STOP CSAM Act that will finally 
hold Big Tech accountable. 

Here is what it boils down to: Bills 
that are coming to the floor from the 
Commerce Committee are good bills, 
but they turn to the Federal Trade 
Commission and other Agencies to en-
force the law and police these Big Tech 
companies. That is not enough. I have 
talked to the heads of these Agencies. 
They are willing to take on this re-
sponsibility, but they need dramatic 
increases in resources and personnel to 
make it work. 

In the meantime, our approach is to 
hold the companies civilly responsible, 
with the possibility of lawsuits and 
litigation to enforce it. That will get 
their attention, and they will finally 
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come to the protection of these fami-
lies. 

The lack of accountability and con-
sequences of their actions that Big 
Tech has enjoyed for decades has al-
lowed the likes of Amazon, Meta, Snap, 
and other tech companies to ignore the 
risks their platforms pose to kids. 
KOSA and COPPA, as they are known, 
are positive steps toward changing this 
dynamic that I can support, but we 
need more. We have got to get serious. 
If we create civil liability for wrong-
doing, there will be an enforcement 
mechanism powerful enough to deal 
with these companies. 

I will continue to advocate for a vote 
on my STOP CSAM Act and other 
measures that make the internet safer 
for our kids. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Texas. 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it has 
been a remarkable couple of weeks in 
our country: the attempted assassina-
tion of President Trump; the decision 
made by President Biden to—notwith-
standing having won all the primaries 
and being, essentially, the chosen lead-
er of the Democratic party on the pres-
idential ticket come November—his de-
cision to step down in what can only be 
described as a political coup to install 
the Vice President as the Democratic 
nominee, even after months upon 
months of elections where the votes of 
people who participated in the Demo-
cratic primary have now simply been 
disregarded in favor of a handful of 
leaders in the smoky, smoke-filled 
rooms here in Washington, DC, decid-
ing who should be their standard bear-
er. 

But tomorrow we have another very 
significant event occurring: Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu is in 
Washington this week and will address 
Congress tomorrow. More than 9 
months have passed since that terrible 
day on October 7 when Israel was at-
tacked by Hamas terrorists. These at-
tacks were against innocent civilians, 
not the Israeli defense forces, and these 
terrorists brutally murdered more than 
1,200 Israelis without any warning and 
violently assaulted countless others. 
They took 251 hostages—many, unfor-
tunately, have died, while 120 of them 
still remain in Hamas custody, includ-
ing 8 Americans. 

Over the last several months, Israeli 
forces have faced attacks not just from 
Hamas but from another terrorist 
proxy—or I should say two of them— 
Hezbollah from Lebanon in the north-
ern part of the region and its proxy, 
the Houthis, in Yemen. 

Sadly, many on the far left in our 
country have chosen to take sides not 
with our friend and ally Israel but with 
the terrorists—with Hamas, with 
Hezbollah and the Houthis against our 
friend and ally Israel. They have re-
peatedly called for a cease-fire, not-
withstanding the fact that Israel is 
still under threat from Iranian proxies; 

and they have attempted to frame 
Prime Minister Netanyahu as the vil-
lain here for a war begun on October 7 
when terrorists attacked innocent 
Israeli civilians. 

At a time when many Americans and, 
sadly, many Members of Congress do 
not seem to understand why America’s 
support for Israel is so critical, I hope 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s remarks 
tomorrow will provide some clarity and 
some context. There is a saying that 
has been going around for years: If 
Hamas laid down its weapons today, 
there would be no more violence. If 
Israel laid down its weapons, there 
would be no more Israel. Hamas is not 
fighting for peace; it is trying to wipe 
Israel off the map. 

This is an existential threat to the 
State of Israel and the people of Israel. 
The United States cannot tiptoe down 
the line between good and evil. We 
must make a choice, and we must 
make a stand. And that stand should be 
with Israel. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s joint ad-
dress to Congress is an opportunity to 
reaffirm our shared values and high-
light the pivotal role that Israel plays 
in promoting stability and democracy 
in an admittedly volatile region. I look 
forward to hearing his remarks tomor-
row, but I am concerned about one crit-
ical absence. There have been news re-
ports that Vice President HARRIS, who 
is now on track to become the Demo-
crats’ Presidential nominee, will not be 
in attendance. Reports are she is sched-
uled to speak at a sorority convention 
in Indianapolis. But this isn’t a last- 
minute or unavoidable scheduling con-
flict. The date of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s speech was announced in 
early June. And in any event, I am sure 
the sorority convention would forgive 
the Vice President for attending to this 
important event here in Washington, 
DC, and perhaps reschedule for another 
time. But to openly boycott the leader 
of Israel at a time like this is irrespon-
sible. The Vice President’s decision to 
skip this joint address is clearly a 
snub, and it foreshadows a continuing 
trend in U.S. foreign policy that start-
ed under the current President. And, 
obviously, it is designed to send a mes-
sage to Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
Israel. 

We have already heard some Mem-
bers of this body call for Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu—basically, for there 
to be an election to replace him, an un-
precedented intrusion into the affairs 
of a sovereign nation, another democ-
racy. It is disgraceful and embarrassing 
to see the pandering to extremist ele-
ments in the Democratic party. 

Sadly, the Vice President isn’t the 
only one shying away from showing 
support for one of our critical allies. 
Media reports say that this Chamber’s 
President Pro Tempore, Senator MUR-
RAY, is boycotting the speech as well. 

I am not surprised that some of the 
more radical Members of the Demo-
cratic conference may boycott, but it 
is shameful when their top leadership 
is so willing to abandon a key ally. 

In light of these dynamics, I hope the 
majority leader, Senator SCHUMER, will 
make it clear where he stands and that 
he doesn’t condone skipping one of the 
most important sessions of Congress in 
recent memory just to get more air 
time on cable TV. 

Given the partisan antics at play, I 
am relieved to hear that the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee chair-
man, Senator BEN CARDIN, will sit be-
hind Prime Minister Netanyahu tomor-
row. 

I don’t recall when the Vice Presi-
dent and the President pro tempore de-
clined to sit and the chairman of a 
standing committee, like the Foreign 
Relations Committee, was called upon 
to fill in. But good for him. He under-
stands the important message that this 
address sends and has stepped in to do 
what others have refused to do. 

Still, the world is watching the Vice 
President more closely than ever be-
fore, now that she is on a path to be-
come the Democratic nominee for 
President. They, of course, are ana-
lyzing every word, every move, every 
signal, every decision. If the Vice 
President keeps up with her current 
plans to boycott this address, it will 
send a chilling message about her for-
eign policy priorities and the future of 
U.S.-Israel relations under a potential 
Harris administration. 

It also demonstrates a disregard of 
the commitments we have made as a 
nation to our allies. At a time when 
the tyrants and dictators of the world 
are drawing closer together, America 
cannot abandon our allies. 

As Israel faces ongoing threats in a 
hostile neighborhood, it is imperative 
that the United States stand steady be-
side Israel. Israel must have confidence 
that, regardless of who is elected in No-
vember, the relationship between the 
United States and Israel will remain 
strong. 

You know, it is not just the message 
we send to Israel; it is the message we 
send to Iran, the No. 1 state sponsor of 
international terrorism, and its prox-
ies—Hamas, Hezbollah, and the 
Houthis in Yemen. The Vice President, 
whether she appreciates it or not, is 
sending a message to America’s en-
emies as well. As Joseph Stalin report-
edly said, ‘‘you probe with bayonets. If 
you find mush, you push on. But if you 
find steel, you withdraw.’’ Unfortu-
nately, the message that the Vice 
President is sending by not attending 
this address and respecting our friend 
and ally Israel sends a message of 
mush, not steel. 

As we face growing challenges around 
the globe, including the threat of Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions and the spread of 
terrorism, we need leaders who will un-
equivocally support our allies and up-
hold our commitments. I can only hope 
that the Vice President will change her 
mind and make that commitment this 
week. I would congratulate her if she 
did. 

But as we look into the future, Amer-
ica needs leaders who understand the 
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importance of our alliances and who 
are willing to stand shoulder to shoul-
der with our friends. 

As I said earlier, this is not just a 
message to our friends and allies. This 
is a message to Israel’s enemies and ad-
versaries, because, if they sense a lack 
of commitment and resolve on the part 
of the United States to stand with our 
allies, they are going to continue to do 
what they started on October 7. 

As I said, we need leaders who under-
stand the importance of our alliances 
and who are willing to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with our friends. Any lead-
er or would-be leader who fails to meet 
that bar does not deserve a seat in the 
Senate, much less in the Oval Office. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor today, as a strong 
supporter of the U.S.-Israel relation-
ship, to talk about why it was such a 
big mistake to invite Prime Minister 
Netanyahu to address a joint session of 
Congress and why I will not attend his 
speech tomorrow. I do not take this de-
cision lightly, and I want to explain 
my reasons. 

At the outset, I want to underscore 
the importance of the longtime part-
nership between the people of the 
United States and the people of Israel. 
After the horrors of the Holocaust, the 
United States led the effort at the 
United Nations to advocate for the es-
tablishment of a homeland for the Jew-
ish people. And then, in May 1948, the 
United States, under the leadership of 
President Harry Truman, became the 
first country to recognize the State of 
Israel. And that support—this soli-
darity—has held firm for 76 years, 
through many conflicts. 

That was especially true in the im-
mediate aftermath of the vicious 
Hamas terror attack on October 7. Ten 
days later, President Biden traveled to 
Jerusalem to embrace the people of 
Israel and let them know that we, the 
United States, stand with them after 
that brutal massacre that killed over 
1,200 people and seized over 250 hos-
tages. 

Those bonds between the people of 
Israel and the people of the United 
States remain strong today. But the 
actions and words of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and his ultra-right extrem-
ist coalition, both before and since the 
October 7 attacks, have weakened the 
ties between the United States and the 
Government of Israel. 

All of us who care about our partner-
ship, both in America and in Israel, 
should understand the enormous dam-

age that Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and his current extremist government 
coalition are doing to our relationship 
and to Israel’s standing in the world. 

So it sends a terrible message to 
bring him here now to address a joint 
session of Congress. While we warmly 
welcomed President Herzog’s speech to 
Congress just over a year ago, Prime 
Minister Netanyahu remains the leader 
of the most extreme rightwing govern-
ment coalition in the history of Israel. 
It is the coalition he personally assem-
bled in a desperate bid to regain power 
and to prevent a possible prison sen-
tence. 

To do that, he formed a government 
with certain individuals who had pre-
viously been on the dangerous, most 
extreme fringes of Israeli politics and 
considered totally unfit to govern. 
They include the likes of Ben-Gvir and 
Smotrich, both unabashed racists and 
religious bigots. Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak referred to them 
‘‘as the racist messianic fanatics with 
whom Netanyahu has cast his lot.’’ 

That is former Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak. 

In fact, they are the ideological suc-
cessors to the extremist Meir Kahane, 
who wanted to ban relations between 
Jews and non-Jews and expel all Pal-
estinians. Kahane was banned by the 
Israeli Supreme Court from partici-
pating in Israeli politics decades ago, 
and his party was placed on the U.S. 
Terror Watchlist. 

But in 2023, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu gave those ideological de-
scendants of Meir Kahane—Ben-Gvir 
and Smotrich—key powerful govern-
ment positions. These are the individ-
uals who now control Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s political fate, who threat-
ened to withdraw their support and 
bring down his government if he fails 
to do their bidding. And, in many ways, 
they are now calling the shots when it 
comes to the policy decisions of the 
Government of Israel—in Israel, in the 
West Bank, and in Gaza. They have 
also made it abundantly clear that, 
when it comes to the war in Gaza, they 
do not prioritize the safe return of all 
the hostages, including American citi-
zens taken by Hamas. 

President Biden has prioritized the 
safe return of all the hostages. Prime 
Minister Netanyahu has not. He con-
tinues to put his own political survival 
first, above the interests of the people 
of Israel and those American citizens. 

I renew my call for an immediate 
cease-fire and the return of all the hos-
tages. 

Just last Friday, 4 days ago, during a 
visit to Israel, I met with Israeli fami-
lies, including American citizens, 
whose loved ones had been brutally 
murdered by Hamas on October 7. 
Some of them lost parents; others lost 
siblings or children. All of them—all of 
them—have faced tremendous personal 
trauma and suffering. 

So I was shocked to learn that none 
of the family members that I met with 
had heard from Prime Minister 

Netanyahu or any member of his gov-
ernment since that horrific Hamas at-
tack. That is hard to fathom. Neither 
the Prime Minister nor any member of 
his government had reached out to 
them to offer a helping hand. 

So I say to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu: Before you come speak to 
Members of Congress, go meet with the 
families I saw whose loved ones were 
murdered on October 7. 

I also met, in Tel Aviv, this past Fri-
day, with families whose loved ones 
were kidnapped by Hamas on October 7, 
including American citizens. Some of 
them had their loved ones returned 
safely as a part of the agreement 
reached last November. Others said 
they have been told that their loved 
ones have died. Most held out hope 
that their loved ones were still alive. 
All of those that I met with expressed 
deep, deep disappointment in the fact 
that Prime Minister Netanyahu has 
not prioritized the safe and swift re-
turn of the remaining hostages. 

Recent polls indicate that large 
swaths of the Israeli people—over 70 
percent—want Prime Minister 
Netanyahu to resign now or when the 
war ends, and that is certainly what I 
heard from many Israelis during my 
visit to Israel last week. They saw the 
Prime Minister’s invitation to address 
a joint session of Congress as a polit-
ical stunt to help him in his efforts to 
escape legal and political account-
ability for his actions and inactions, 
including the massive intelligence fail-
ure that allowed the October 7 attack 
to have such devastating consequences. 

That sentiment that I heard ex-
pressed directly was captured by a 
headline in the Jerusalem Post on the 
same day I met with those families. 
That headline reads: 

Protesters call on Netanyahu to delay 
flight to US until hostage deal is closed. 

The protesters stated that Prime 
Minister Netanyahu ‘‘is running away 
from the hostage families, running 
away from a deal, running away from 
decisions about the day after.’’ I agree 
with those families. 

What I heard directly from many 
Israelis was also described by a piece 
written by a well-known and well-re-
garded Israeli writer and journalist by 
the name of Amir Tibon. Amir Tibon’s 
family survived October 7 by hiding for 
hours—hours—huddled in darkness in-
side a safe room of their family home 
until his father arrived at the kibbutz 
and heroically saved them. 

Here is what Amir wrote in the 
Haaretz newspaper back on June 2: 

There is nothing ‘‘pro-Israel’’ about this 
invitation. It is not ‘‘pro-Israel’’ to side with 
Netanyahu’s party against the brave families 
of the hostages, who are fighting to secure a 
deal for their release. 

‘‘It is not ‘pro-Israel,’ ’’ he wrote, ‘‘to 
help Netanyahu address Congress while 
knowing that since October 7th he has 
not found the time to speak with any 
of the Israeli communities invaded by 
Hamas under his watch.’’ 

Or take this June 26 op-ed in the New 
York Times, entitled ‘‘We Are Israelis 
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Calling on Congress to Disinvite 
Netanyahu.’’ It is written by five indi-
viduals, and I think it is worth the 
Senate knowing their backgrounds. 
They are David Harel, the president of 
the Israel Academy of Sciences and Hu-
manities; Tamir Pardo, the former di-
rector of Mossad, Israel’s foreign intel-
ligence services; Talia Sasson, former 
director of the Special Tasks Depart-
ment in Israel’s State Attorney’s Of-
fice; Ehud Barak, former Israeli Prime 
Minister; Aaron Ciechanover, Nobel 
Prize winner in chemistry; and David 
Grossman, renowned novelist and es-
sayist. 

Here is what they say: 
Mr. Netanyahu’s appearance in Wash-

ington will not represent the State of Israel 
and its citizens, and it will reward his scan-
dalous and destructive conduct toward our 
country. 

They go on to say: 
Giving Mr. Netanyahu this stage in Wash-

ington will all but dismiss the rage and pain 
of his people, as expressed in the demonstra-
tions throughout the country. American law-
makers should not let that happen. They 
should ask Mr. Netanyahu to stay home. 

Well, Mr. Netanyahu is not staying 
home—he is coming here—but I will re-
spect those voices and stay away from 
the joint session and urge my col-
leagues to do the same. 

I will also not attend Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s speech for another rea-
son—because his actions and those of 
his extremist coalition represent a ter-
rible betrayal of our shared values and 
our shared interests. Successive Demo-
cratic and Republican administrations 
have underscored that our bilateral re-
lationship—our special relationship—is 
based on shared values. 

But make no mistake, Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu and his ultra-right-
wing government do not share those 
values. As others who have followed 
and written about the United States- 
Israel relationship for decades have 
noted, he has done more than anyone 
to damage the special relationship be-
tween the United States and Israel. 
The damage is being done, and the evi-
dence is abundant. 

I am going to spend a little time dis-
cussing these matters because I just re-
turned from a trip to the UAE, to 
Saudi Arabia, to Israel, and to the 
West Bank, and I want to share with 
my colleagues in the Senate some of 
my findings. 

I am not going to focus today on the 
war in Gaza. I have said many times, 
including on this Senate floor, that 
Israel not only has the right but it has 
the duty to defend itself in the after-
math of the Hamas massacres and the 
seizure of hostages on October 7. 

I have also repeatedly said that how 
wars are conducted matters. They 
must be conducted according to the 
rules of war and ensure the required 
precautions are taken to protect the 
lives of innocent civilians. 

They must also be conducted in a 
way that allows innocent civilians to 
receive desperately needed humani-

tarian assistance and medical care. As 
of today, more than 39,000 Palestinians 
have been killed, over half of them 
women and children. For those who 
doubt those numbers, you are right: 
Credible accounts like estimates from 
Johns Hopkins University in my State 
of Maryland and The Lancet medical 
journal project the overall death toll is 
likely much higher. 

Ten months into this war, the hu-
manitarian situation remains cata-
strophic. Access to basic humanitarian 
needs—water, food, medicine, shelter, 
and basic sanitation—is punishingly 
scarce. Open sewers are running 
through the streets, and polio was re-
cently detected in the wastewater in 
Gaza. There is a real risk of the out-
break of cholera. 

Gaza is a wasteland as anybody can 
see from the photographs. We must end 
this war, and we must bring all the 
hostages safely home. And in order to 
prevent any more October 7s, we must 
both end the military threat from 
Hamas and create hope for a better fu-
ture for the overwhelming majority of 
the Palestinian people who have noth-
ing to do with Hamas. 

I was deeply moved by the humanity 
and strength of the Israeli families 
whom I met with just last Friday who 
lost loved ones on October 7. They— 
they—stress the importance of distin-
guishing between the Hamas terrorists 
and the vast majority of the Pales-
tinian people in both Gaza and the 
West Bank who have nothing to do 
with Hamas; and in the midst of their 
ongoing, profound grief, they were de-
termined to find a way forward to 
achieve peace, security, and dignity for 
all people, to find some light at the end 
of this very, very dark tunnel. In fact, 
the families I met with believe strong-
ly that peace and long-term security 
for their families and for all Israelis 
and Palestinians can only be achieved 
by securing and ensuring dignity, free-
dom, justice, and self-determination 
for all. 

I was inspired by their humanity. I 
have been similarly inspired by Pal-
estinians in both Gaza and the West 
Bank who are determined to live in 
peace despite the terrible personal 
losses they have suffered. 

I wish every American—every Amer-
ican—had the opportunity to hear di-
rectly from these Israelis and these 
Palestinians. 

The United States and most of the 
world recognize that, in order to ensure 
the long-term security of Israelis and 
Palestinians, both peoples must enjoy 
equal measures of dignity and the right 
of self-determination. That is why it 
has long been the policy of the United 
States, both under Democratic and Re-
publican administrations, to support a 
two-state solution that establishes a 
viable Palestinian State alongside the 
State of Israel, with clear security 
guarantees for all. That is the plan 
President Biden has laid out to light a 
little flicker of hope for long-term 
peace at this very dark time. 

President Biden has coupled his call 
for a two-state solution with his push 
for the normalization of relations be-
tween Israel and Saudi Arabia and 
other Arab States that have yet to rec-
ognize the State of Israel. Those ac-
tions would also further strengthen 
Israel’s security and provide greater 
stability throughout the region. 

But how was President Biden’s call 
for a two-state solution—even one ac-
companied by a normalization agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia—greeted by 
Prime Minister Netanyahu? What did 
the Prime Minister say in response? He 
slapped it down; dismissed it entirely. 

That was Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s reaction to the plan pre-
sented by the American President, Joe 
Biden, who not only visited Jerusalem 
in the immediate aftermath of the 
Hamas attacks but immediately de-
ployed U.S. carrier groups to the re-
gion to deter potential escalation by 
Hezbollah and others; the President of 
the United States who organized a $14 
billion supplemental military assist-
ance package to Israel despite concerns 
about the conduct of the war; the 
President of the United States who has 
deployed the U.S. Navy to defend ship-
ping lanes in the Red Sea from 
Houthis’ attacks; the President of the 
United States who, on April 13, de-
ployed American air defenses and en-
gaged partners in the region to help 
Israel successfully intercept Iranian 
missiles and drones. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu and his 
rightwing coalition continue to rebuff 
calls from President Biden and the 
U.N. Security Council for a two-state 
solution. 

It is very important to understand 
what—what—is driving Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s opposition to the creation 
of a Palestinian State because it is not 
because it would create an unaccept-
able security risk; he knows full well 
those issues have been addressed on the 
West Bank through a demilitarized 
state. American and Israeli military 
experts, including organizations called 
Commanders for Israel’s Security, have 
demonstrated that over and over again. 
No, Prime Minister Netanyahu’s oppo-
sition is much more fundamental than 
that. 

It is because he and his extremist al-
lies, like Smotrich and Ben-Gvir, want 
the land of the West Bank to be fully 
incorporated into the State of Israel. 
They want to complete their messianic 
vision of a Greater Israel that includes 
all of the West Bank. Indeed, that goal 
is plainly written out for all to see in 
their coalition government platform. 
Take a look at it. By their telling, God 
gave the West Bank to Israel, and the 
Palestinians are interlopers there. 

In fact, Smotrich has said: 
There is no such thing as a Palestinian 

people. 

As former Israeli Prime Minister 
Olmert has pointed out, the Israeli 
right’s messianic vision is driving op-
position to its two-state solution and 
inciting violence against Palestinians 
on the West Bank. 
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And make no mistake about it, the 

Netanyahu government is working 
every day to implement this vision of a 
Greater Israel by enabling violent set-
tlers on the West Bank to push Pal-
estinians off their land, to steal their 
grazing areas, to destroy their olive 
groves, and to establish illegal out-
posts. 

This is all happening in plain sight. I 
invite my colleagues to go and see it 
for themselves. We are all witnessing 
ongoing settler violence against Pal-
estinians in the West Bank, including 
Palestinian Americans. The con-
sequences of this violence are dire. 

Last week, I also visited Ramallah, 
and I met with Palestinian-American 
families whose 17-year-old sons, in sep-
arate incidents, were murdered on the 
West Bank—each of them shot in the 
back of the head. The United States 
has not been able to obtain from Israeli 
authorities information on the status 
of any investigations, if there are any, 
into the killings of these American 
citizens. 

During my trip, I also met in Jeru-
salem with our U.S. Security Coordi-
nator for Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority. He is a three-star general. 
His name is General Fenzel, and he has 
helped document the alarming rise in 
extremist settler violence and land sei-
zures. He has repeatedly warned that 
these actions will further inflame an 
already explosive situation on the West 
Bank. 

Earlier this month, Israel’s top IDF 
official in the West Bank, Major Gen-
eral Yehuda Fuchs, in his retirement 
statement, echoed these warnings 
about unchecked extremist settler vio-
lence—this very recently retired Israeli 
major general—saying: 

Unfortunately, in recent months, nation-
alist crime has reared its ugly head, and 
under the auspices of war and the desire for 
revenge, it has sown chaos and fear among 
the Palestinian residents who did not pose 
any threat. 

The Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, sum-
marized the retiring general’s full re-
marks in their headline, which read: 

In His Retirement Speech, Israel’s Top Of-
ficer in West Bank Revealed the Hidden 
Truth. 

General Fuchs’ statement is a power-
ful admission that, while international 
attention has been focused in the war 
in Gaza, the extremist Netanyahu gov-
ernment, led by Smotrich—who, by the 
way, in March 2023, said that Israel 
should erase the Palestinian village of 
Hawara—has accelerated its use of set-
tlers and other mechanisms to assault 
Palestinians in the West Bank and 
seize their lands. 

Indeed, according to Israeli human 
rights groups, the Netanyahu govern-
ment has poured gasoline on the fire by 
approving the largest land seizure in 
the West Bank in over three decades, 
allowing the proliferation of settle-
ments and connecting illegal outposts 
with essential infrastructure. 

In June of last year, I raised some of 
these issues in a meeting in Jerusalem 

with Prime Minister Netanyahu. Spe-
cifically, Senators MERKLEY, Luján, 
and I raised the issue of Palestinians in 
the South Hebron Hills, who we had 
met with, who had been attacked by 
armed settlers, pushed off their lands, 
and denied access to their water wells. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu at the 
time suggested he was unaware of 
these incidents, even though they had 
been already widespread and reported. 
He said he would look into the situa-
tion and get back to us. He never did. 

I want to applaud the Biden adminis-
tration for issuing an Executive order 
to address the actions by these extrem-
ist settlers that, under the cover of the 
Netanyahu government, clearly are un-
dermining peace and stability in the 
West Bank. I once again call upon the 
administration to take urgent action 
to expand the scope of those sanctions 
to cover all entities and individuals 
who are directly or indirectly orches-
trating these attacks, seizing Pales-
tinian lands, and breeding a culture of 
impunity, including Smotrich. 

Time is of the essence to prevent the 
situation from spiraling even further 
out of control. These seizures of Pales-
tinian lands in what is called Area C of 
the West Bank has been accompanied 
by a calculated campaign by this 
Netanyahu government to undermine 
the Palestinian Authority’s ability to 
administer those areas over which it 
exercises greater control, the areas 
known as A and B. 

The Netanyahu government, with 
Smotrich wielding his power as min-
ister of finance, is financially squeez-
ing the Palestinian Authority by with-
holding ever-increasing amounts of 
their own funds. These are funds that 
Israel collects on behalf of the Pales-
tinian Authority in the form of cus-
toms duties. It belongs to the Palestin-
ians, and it is needed to pay for all of 
the individuals involved in the Pales-
tinian civil administration on the West 
Bank, from teachers to healthcare 
workers to police to the Palestinian 
Authority’s security forces that, by the 
way, the United States helps to train 
and whose salaries have now been cut 
dramatically. 

These actions, plus the steep rise in 
the number of security checkpoints in 
the West Bank and the big drop in the 
number of work permits for Palestin-
ians in the West Bank to work in 
Israel, have significantly constrained 
movement and are strangling the econ-
omy in the West Bank and contrib-
uting to an even more volatile situa-
tion. Secretary Treasurer Yellen has 
spoken to these issues. 

The Netanyahu government knows 
full well that Smotrich seeks to use 
this power to deliberately collapse the 
Palestinian Authority. He has ex-
pressly stated that goal. He makes no 
secret about it. 

In his retirement speech, General 
Fuchs also warned about how reckless 
that would be, stating that ‘‘the ability 
of the Central Command to fulfill its 
missions also depends on the existence 

of a functioning and strong Palestinian 
Authority, with effective security 
mechanisms that maintain law and 
order.’’ 

You know, the great irony here—the 
great irony—is that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and his allies are targeting 
the Palestinian Authority which has, 
for over 30 years now, recognized 
Israel’s right to exist and, with some 
American assistance, cooperates with 
Israel in providing security in parts of 
the West Bank. Indeed, that coopera-
tion has been so close that the PA has 
often been seen by many Palestinians 
as collaborating with Israel to main-
tain the occupation on the West Bank. 

Look, there is no doubt that the Pal-
estinian Authority has many short-
comings and needs to implement sig-
nificant reforms to improve govern-
ance, to root out cronyism, and to end 
the current prisoner payment system. 

During my visit, I met with the 
newly appointed Palestinian Prime 
Minister and the newly appointed Min-
ister of Justice, as well as the re-
appointed Ministry of Interior. And 
under pressure from the United States 
and many of their Arab neighbors, they 
have started to make some modest but 
important steps, including progress on 
a plan to end the current prisoner pay-
ment system. 

Still, as you know, the PA continues 
to suffer from very low levels of public 
support. It has not held a presidential 
or national legislative election since 
2006, and it has been unable to dem-
onstrate real progress on Palestinian 
aspirations to end the occupation of 
the West Bank. 

But importantly—importantly— 
through all this, it has never aban-
doned its recognition of Israel’s right 
to exist. And in stark contrast to 
Hamas, the PA seeks to accomplish its 
goals through nonviolent means. That 
is why the United States has said that 
the PA, with a lot of support from the 
United States, the EU, and the Arab 
States, should form the nucleus of the 
governance structure in Gaza when the 
war ends there. 

But Prime Minister Netanyahu has 
systematically undermined the Pales-
tinian Authority, despite its longtime 
recognition of Israel’s right to exist. 
And he took, at the same time, steps 
prior to October 7 that had the effect of 
helping Hamas sustain control in Gaza, 
despite the fact that Hamas, of course, 
has been dedicated to the destruction 
of Israel. 

This has been well-documented. We 
don’t have to go over this again on the 
Senate floor. But Prime Minister 
Netanyahu told his fellow Likud Party 
members years ago that he facilitated 
Qatar’s payments of financial support 
to Hamas in order to foil a two-state 
solution. 

According to Haaretz, he said: 
Anyone who wants to prevent the creation 

of a Palestinian state needs to support 
strengthening Hamas. This is part of our 
strategy, to divide the Palestinians between 
those in Gaza and those in Judea and Sama-
ria. 
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He believed that so long as Hamas 

was a going concern, he could slow mo-
mentum toward a two-state solution. 

Yet now Prime Minister Netanyahu 
wants to claim that implementing a 
plan for a two-state solution with the 
Palestinian Authority would be a ‘‘re-
ward’’ or ‘‘gift’’ for Hamas. 

This is a con game. Everybody knows 
that Hamas’s aim has been to destroy 
Israel in order to establish an Islamic 
State in its place. Indeed, the split be-
tween Hamas and the Palestinian Au-
thority has been over the PA’s recogni-
tion of Israel’s right to exist and its 
commitment to peaceful means to 
achieve a two-state solution versus 
Hamas’s goal of one state and its use of 
violence to pursue those goals. 

So Prime Minister Netanyahu has it 
exactly backward. A real two-state so-
lution, especially coupled with a nor-
malization agreement with Saudi Ara-
bia, as President Biden has proposed, 
would be a strategic defeat for Hamas; 
it would be a victory for Israel’s long- 
term security; and it would be an im-
portant signal to the overwhelming 
majority of Palestinians who have 
nothing to do with Hamas and who 
have pursued a peaceful but still 
unfulfilled path toward self-determina-
tion. 

It is true that a two-state solution 
would not only be a defeat for Hamas, 
it would also be a defeat for Ben Gvir, 
Smotrich, and Netanyahu—all of those 
who pursue maximalist one-state posi-
tions. It would be a defeat for all those 
who seek to claim all the land between 
the river and the sea for themselves. 

Let’s be clear: Prime Minister 
Netanyahu may use different language 
and tactics, but he has shown that his 
goal is no different than the extremist 
allies he brought into his coalition. In 
fact, he recently boasted about his 
strong opposition to former Prime Min-
ister Rabin’s decision to enter into the 
Oslo Accords, which were designed to 
lead to a two-state solution. 

We should remember that Prime 
Minister Rabin was assassinated by a 
rightwing Israeli who saw peace as a 
threat because he wanted Israel to 
have all of the land and opposed 
Rabin’s decision. 

Given Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
misplaced belief that he was success-
fully managing Hamas prior to October 
7, it is no wonder he doesn’t want to 
meet face-to-face with the Israeli fami-
lies who lost loved ones, whom I spoke 
to on Friday. Instead, he wants to 
come to the United States to convince 
Israelis that the United States stands 
with him personally and supports his 
words and actions. He repeatedly tells 
his fellow Israelis that he knows best 
how to handle America in an attempt 
to boost his very low popularity rat-
ings in Israel. 

But the reality is that the actions, 
words, and policies of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and his extremist partners 
have weakened the U.S.-Israel relation-
ship, and we in the U.S. Congress 
should not be complicit in his ongoing 
political deception. 

Let me just say that much of Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s speech here will 
likely focus on the very real dangers 
posed by Iran and its proxies to Israel 
and others in the region. 

President Biden and the United 
States understand full well Iran’s ma-
levolent role in the region. We have 
been working for years to contain Ira-
nian proxy militias in Iraq. 

President Biden deployed our naval 
vessels to secure shipping lanes in the 
Red Sea as the Houthis have launched 
attacks since the start of the war in 
Gaza. 

President Biden has deployed aircraft 
carriers in the early days of the war to 
deter escalation by Hezbollah. The 
Biden administration is, right now, 
working around the clock to get 
Hezbollah to redeploy its forces north 
of the Litani River. 

And the United States, along with 
our partners in the region, provided 
Israel with substantial help in inter-
cepting Iranian missiles and drones on 
April 13. 

We understand the existential threat 
that Iran poses to Israel. President 
Biden has made clear—and I agree— 
that Iran must not be allowed to de-
velop nuclear weapons. 

Anyone who understands the region 
also understands that certain groups, 
like the Houthis and Hamas, while 
they welcome the support they receive 
from Iran—or anyone else for that mat-
ter—they are not the puppets of Iran. 
They are not controlled by Iran. That 
is the view of U.S. intelligence and 
other officials. They are indigenous 
movements that Iran has supported 
with weapons because of their mutual 
antagonism toward Israel. But those 
two groups would be carrying out at-
tacks with or without Iranian encour-
agement. They benefit from Iran’s sup-
ply of weapons. 

We also understand that Iran sup-
ports these groups by opportunistically 
exploiting the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. But to say that Iran exploits 
those wounds is not to say they are not 
real. One way to help bind those 
wounds, rather than allowing Iran to 
exacerbate them, is to work with those 
who have long recognized Israel’s right 
to exist and seek peaceful coexistence, 
like the Palestinian Authority, and to 
address the legitimate aspirations of 
the Palestinian people to self-deter-
mination. 

That is why President Biden and 
Egypt and Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE and others in the Arab 
world work to establish a framework 
that ensures the long-term security of 
Israel by also addressing those aspira-
tions. 

During my recent visit to Saudi Ara-
bia, I met with Crown Prince Muham-
mad bin Salman and senior members of 
his government. They are interested in 
reaching a bilateral agreement with 
the United States on security and 
other measures. 

Once the war in Gaza ends, they are 
also willing to support reconstruction 

efforts and work toward advancing a 
normalization agreement with Israel, 
so long as Israel is willing to imple-
ment an irreversible plan to achieve a 
two-state solution. That would signifi-
cantly enhance security for Israel in 
the region. 

Unfortunately, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has consistently rejected 
that approach in favor of the rightwing 
extremists in his coalition who want 
Israel to have all the land from the 
river to the sea. 

We need leaders who are willing to 
make tough decisions for peace and se-
curity, not those who always put their 
own political ambitions first. As 
former Israeli Prime Minister Barak 
has stated, instead of urging Israelis to 
overcome their fears, Netanyahu is ex-
ploiting them, playing into the hands 
of his extreme rightwing allies. As Ma-
jority Leader SCHUMER has said on this 
Senate floor, there are many obstacles 
to peace in the Middle East. One of 
them is Mr. Netanyahu. 

In my recent visit to Israel, I met 
with many Israelis who believe that 
Prime Minister Netanyahu and his dan-
gerous, extremist partners are leading 
Israel down a very dangerous path, one 
that is weakening the bonds between 
the United States and the Government 
of Israel and will lead to Israel’s fur-
ther isolation. I agree with their as-
sessment. 

I will not be party to a spectacle that 
will inevitably be used to create the il-
lusion that Prime Minister Netanyahu 
is the protector of the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship. He is not. As many hostages’ 
families have said, it would be better 
for him to stay at home and prioritize 
the release of their loved ones. 

Those who really care about the rela-
tionship will work to ensure that it is 
based on our shared values, and, as the 
points I made today reveal, that is not 
happening right now. The Prime Min-
ister and his extremist partners are un-
dermining those shared values. 

So, Mr. President, while I will con-
tinue to fight for a strong U.S.-Israel 
relationship based on shared values, I 
will not attend the joint session with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu tomorrow. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Iowa. 
GAZA 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, over 290 
days ago, Iran-backed Hamas brutally 
murdered more than 30 Americans and 
took a dozen more hostage. Today, 
eight of those kidnapped on October 7 
remain in the Gaza Strip, held captive 
by an inhumane terrorist group that 
wants nothing more than the death and 
destruction of Israel and the United 
States: Edan Alexander, Itay Chen, 
Sagui Dekel-Chen, Hersh Goldberg- 
Polin, Gadi Haggai, Judith Weinstein 
Haggai, Omer Neutra, Keith Siegel. 

Eight of our fellow Americans, five of 
whom we believe to still be alive, are 
being held hostage right now—today— 
and yet too many people are seemingly 
unaware of this reality. It is shameful. 
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Today, I am working to help change 
that and refocus the attention on our 
hostages and their families. 

As a mom, my heart aches for our 
hostage families. I simply cannot 
imagine the pain and the fear of wait-
ing to hear if my daughter is alive and 
if I will ever be able to see her again 
and utter two simple but warm words: 
‘‘Welcome home.’’ 

These families, whom I have repeat-
edly met with here in DC and in Israel, 
have waited far too long to be reunited 
with their loved ones. Every day that 
passes puts our fellow citizens at great-
er risk and diminishes our chances of 
bringing them home safely. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to 
honor and rightly recognize our U.S. 
hostages. This is an issue that I have 
gained support for from my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle, Republicans 
and Democrats alike. We all want to 
see each and every one of our country-
men released and have consistently 
urged the administration and those ne-
gotiating on behalf of the families to 
use every tool possible in our toolbox. 

Hersh Goldberg-Polin is a dual U.S.- 
Israeli citizen born in Berkeley, CA. 
When he was 7, his family moved to 
Israel. His parents, Jon and Rachel, de-
scribe Hersh as funny with a dry sense 
of humor. He was a lover of soccer, 
music, reading, and travel. 

Hersh even turned his passion for 
soccer into an opportunity to build 
bridges between Arab and Israeli stu-
dents. Days after turning 23, Hersh and 
his close friend attended the Nova 
music festival along with thousands of 
other young people. Before Hersh left 
his house, his mother recalls his last 
words: 

I love you. See you tomorrow. 

Two hundred ninety-one days, and 
tomorrow has still not yet come for the 
Goldberg-Polin family. 

On October 7, while at the peaceful 
music festival, Hersh and his friend 
were forced to flee for their lives as 
Hamas terrorists opened fire, killing 
more than 364 attendees. 

Put yourselves in their shoes for just 
a second. One minute you are at a con-
cert, enjoying live music, maybe danc-
ing to the beat, and in an instant, your 
life changes. Rockets are flying over-
head; guns blasting right and left; 
smoke, fire, chaos, and total confusion 
follow. 

Hersh and his friend escaped the fes-
tival and ran into a nearby bomb shel-
ter, a place to seek refuge from the at-
tacks. After likely breathing a very 
temporary sigh of relief, Hamas threw 
a grenade inside that very shelter to 
maim and kill more innocent Israelis. 
Tragically, Hersh lost part of his arm 
due to the shrapnel from that grenade, 
and even more gut-wrenching: His dear 
friend lost his life. 

Recent footage released by the Israeli 
Government showed Hersh being taken 
that day, with his arm wrapped in a 
tourniquet that he fashioned himself 
out of part of the shirt he was wearing, 
as Hamas fighters threw him into the 

back of a pickup truck and lifted his 
head up by his hair, as he sat there 
dazed and bleeding, in order to take 
selfies with him, and drove him and the 
other hostages into Gaza. 

Sagui Dekel-Chen. Sagui is a 35-year- 
old dual Israeli-American citizen who 
grew up in Bloomfield, NJ, and is the 
grandson of Holocaust survivors. For 
the past 10 years, he worked on a 
project to convert old buses into mo-
bile classrooms for underserved com-
munities in southern Israel. 

Sagui was working near his Kibbutz 
Nir Oz home on October 7 when he no-
ticed the Hamas terrorists entering the 
kibbutz. After ensuring his wife, who 
was pregnant with their third daugh-
ter, and children were safe, he joined 
the kibbutz security team to defend his 
community. His wife heard Sagui fight-
ing off the terrorists, but despite their 
efforts, Sagui was taken captive. We 
know from hostages who have returned 
that Sagui has been seen in Gaza, and 
we pray for his immediate and safe re-
turn. 

Since being held by the Hamas re-
gime, his wife gave birth to their new 
daughter and named her Shachar, 
which in Hebrew means ‘‘dawn.’’ We 
pray that the hope of this new life con-
tinues to bring light to Sagui’s family 
as they wait in great anticipation for 
the day when they can all be reunited 
and a father can meet his precious 
daughter for the very first time. 

Sagui and Hersh’s stories are un-
thinkable for many Americans, but 
they are true. It is no myth; it is re-
ality—one that no one should turn a 
blind eye to. 

Hamas is a brutal regime—one that 
rapes women and children and preys on 
innocent civilians and one that we can-
not trust to provide our fellow citizens 
who remain in Gaza with proper med-
ical care and attention. 

While the hostage families remain 
ever hopeful, as I am, that they will 
one day be able to embrace their loved 
ones again, it is incumbent upon the 
administration—especially at this cru-
cial time—to remain focused on freeing 
our American hostages. At a minimum, 
President Biden and Vice President 
HARRIS should say their names, share 
their stories, and be unafraid to tell 
the truth about Hamas and the need for 
Israel to fully destroy this Iran-backed 
terror regime. 

Today, my colleagues and I are 
standing up for these hostages and 
standing with their families and our 
friends in Israel. We remain committed 
to bringing our American citizens 
home now. This goal should not be di-
minished. Every second counts. 

Joining me today on the floor are 
many of my colleagues, and at this 
time, I would like to yield the floor. I 
will yield the floor, Mr. President, to 
my colleague from Iowa, Senator 
GRASSLEY. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
thank Senator ERNST for bringing this 

and continuing to bring the plight of 
the hostages to our attention. 

I am glad to join Senator ERNST in 
speaking about just one of these: Edan 
Alexander. He grew up in Northern New 
Jersey. He was a champion swimmer 
for his high school team and a big fan 
of the New York Knicks. 

Edan also had close ties to Israel. He 
was born there, had grandparents 
there, and had his bar mitzvah there. 
Still, his mother was surprised when 
Edan announced his senior year in high 
school that he wanted to postpone col-
lege and go to Israel. 

Edan joined a program for young 
Jewish adults who want to explore 
serving in Israel’s Defense Forces. 
Edan and 16 other American high 
school graduates, including a class-
mate from his high school, moved to a 
kibbutz in Israel. There they did 4 
months of training before committing 
to serve in the IDF. Edan returned for 
a visit home in August and expected to 
return again in April for his brother 
Roy’s bar mitzvah. 

He was on patrol at the kibbutz on 
the morning of October 7. He called his 
mother after the Hamas terrorist at-
tacks began. She said: 

I’m here. I’m with you. I love you. Just 
protect yourself. Just be safe. 

That is the last she heard from her 
son. Edan needs to come home now. 

I yield the floor. 
Ms. ERNST. Thank you to the Sen-

ator from Iowa for joining our col-
loquy. 

I will yield the time now to a very, 
very good friend and fellow colleague 
of the Abraham Accords Caucus, Sen-
ator JACKY ROSEN of Nevada. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada. 

Ms. ROSEN. Thank you, Senator 
ERNST. I appreciate it. 

Mr. President, 291 days—that is how 
long it has been since families of those 
being held hostage by Hamas have not 
been able to hug their loved ones—291 
days, 91⁄2 months of not being able to 
rest, to sleep, to breathe; 91⁄2 months of 
heartbreak; 91⁄2 months of agony be-
yond imagination. 

I have met with these families in 
Israel and here in the Capitol many 
times since October 7, and my heart is 
shattered with each and every single 
conversation. And each time I met 
with them, their ask is clear: that we, 
the United States and the inter-
national community, do everything we 
can to help them reunite with their 
loved ones. Their resilience, their 
strength, their perseverance—it is 
nothing short of extraordinary. 

Hostages who survived and have been 
released have shared stories about 
their inhumane treatment—being kept 
in dark tunnels with little to no food 
to eat, some even being tortured, not 
knowing if they would live or die, not 
seeing the light of day, and, surely, not 
knowing if they would ever see their 
beloved families again. 

We have also seen evidence of 
Hamas’s use of sexual violence both on 
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and after October 7, including women 
who were raped in captivity. 

While some hostages have been re-
united with their loved ones in the last 
few months, there are still families, in-
cluding those of eight Americans held 
hostage by Hamas—still held hostage 
by Hamas—who have yet to be whole 
again—yet to be made whole again, and 
we will not forget them—291 days. 

And there are families whose ability 
to see or hug their loved ones have 
been taken away forever—forever—by 
Hamas terrorists, their loved ones hav-
ing died at the hands of those terror-
ists, like the family of Itay Chen. 

I met with Itay’s father, Ruby, just 
days after the October 7 terrorist at-
tack. As a mother, as a Jew, and as a 
human being, my heart broke when 
hearing about Itay’s story and the un-
imaginable pain his parents are car-
rying. They are with us here in the 
Capitol today. 

I want to apologize. I am sorry I have 
to give this speech. I know how much 
you loved your son. 

Itay was multitalented, fun-loving, a 
Boy Scout who played basketball. He 
was an American who served in the 
Israeli Defense Forces and was only 19 
years old when Hamas launched its 
brutal terrorist attack on October 7, 
when Hamas murdered him. 

For months, we didn’t know about 
Itay’s condition, whether he was held 
hostage or even if he was alive. We held 
out hope. We held out hope. But the 
unimaginable heartbreak of going 
through this nightmare, it didn’t stop 
Ruby. It never stopped Ruby. 

He has come to Congress multiple 
times to remind us of our responsi-
bility to his son and to all of the hos-
tages being held by Hamas. His 
strength—your strength, Itay’s par-
ents—and resilience is an inspiration 
to us all. 

Earlier this year, we learned Itay was 
one of the many souls who Hamas bru-
tally murdered—again, beyond imagi-
nation. And while it was reported that 
he was killed 291 days ago, his body— 
his body—is being held captive by the 
Hamas terrorists who murdered him, 
and this has denied Ruby, denied Itay’s 
parents and his family, the right to 
bury him, to mourn him, and to sit 
shiva for him. 

It matters to the family. He and his 
wife Hagit and Itay’s siblings have just 
been forced to live in grief and in 
limbo, and it is a tragedy that no one 
should ever have to go through. 

There is a proposed deal to free the 
hostages. And with reports of progress 
in these negotiations, now is the time 
to see it through to the end. We must 
free the hostages for Itay, for his fam-
ily, for the seven other Americans held 
by Hamas, for the remaining 120 hos-
tages from two dozen countries—hos-
tages who are Muslim, Christian, Jew-
ish, Hindu, Buddhist; who are some-
one’s sons or daughters, sisters or 
brothers, mothers, fathers, loved ones 
who Hamas refuses to release. These 
are someone’s loved ones. Hamas re-
fuses to release them. 

And as we continue to pursue every 
viable path to bring them home, we 
will hold them in our hearts and hold 
Hamas’s feet to the fire. We stand with 
the hostages and their families. They 
are not forgotten. Our work isn’t done 
until we bring them home. 

Thank you again, Senator ERNST, for 
bringing us all together today. 

I yield the floor. 
Ms. ERNST. Thank you, Senator 

ROSEN. 
Joining our colloquy now is the sen-

ior Senator from Maryland, BEN 
CARDIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). The Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. CARDIN. I want to thank Sen-
ator ERNST for arranging this time. 
This is a critical moment. We are close 
to having a deal where the hostages 
can be released. It is important that we 
all speak out. I want to thank Senator 
ERNST for arranging this time. 

To Senator ROSEN, thank you for 
your incredible leadership on this 
issue. I thank you for your comments. 
I certainly concur in those comments. 

We just left a meeting with the hos-
tage families that are here. I have been 
meeting with the hostage families reg-
ularly since October 7. I first want to 
acknowledge their courage for putting 
a face on these issues and motivating 
us to do more. 

I made a commitment when I was in 
Israel in October that I would do every-
thing in my power to get the hostages 
released. And, every day, I look at op-
portunities and I ask my staff to look 
for opportunities so we can get the hos-
tages released. 

Let me make this clear. Hamas is re-
sponsible for the hostages. They have 
taken them. They never should have. 
Some died under their custody, and 
there are still hostages who haven’t 
been released after 291 days. 

I had the opportunity to be in Buenos 
Aires last week, representing the 
United States at the 30th commemora-
tion of the AMIA bombing, the Jewish 
community center where 85 lost their 
lives. It was a very moving ceremony 
in which the families of the victims of 
the Jewish community center bombing 
spoke. They want to make sure we 
never forget the names of those 85. 

And they demanded justice. It has 
been 30 years, and justice still has not 
been handed down to Hezbollah and 
Hamas and Iran, who are responsible 
for those attacks. 

We are demanding the release of the 
hostages that were taken on October 7, 
and we will not forget their names—the 
eight Americans who have not yet been 
accounted for. 

Omer—I just met his family—a 22- 
year-old born leader, grew up in Long 
Island. He was the regional president of 
the United Synagogue Youth and cap-
tain of many sports teams. He is being 
held by Hamas. 

You heard about the others: Itay, 
Edan, Hersh, Sagui, Keith, Judith, and 
Gadi. They are just the eight Ameri-
cans that are being held. All the hos-

tages need to be released, and they 
need to be released now. Two hundred 
ninety-one days—it is outrageous. 

Mr. President, I wanted to join Sen-
ator ERNST today to make it clear that 
there is no justification for the holding 
of the hostages. We have an oppor-
tunity to reach an agreement. Let’s do 
this. Let’s get it done. Let’s get the 
hostages home. Let’s hold the perpetra-
tors accountable for the atrocities that 
they have perpetrated. And let’s find a 
path for real security and peace in the 
Middle East, for the Palestinians and 
the Israelis. 

There is no room for peace in the 
Middle East with Hamas. They need to 
be held accountable for these atroc-
ities, and the hostages need to be re-
leased today. Let us all join together in 
unity to get the hostages home. 

I yield the floor. 
Ms. ERNST. Thank you, Senator 

CARDIN. Thank you for your leadership. 
Senator TED BUDD represents the 

great State of North Carolina. He is 
unable to join us, but he did want to 
make sure we read his constituent’s 
bio. 

Eight of these remaining hostages 
are Americans. Our final American 
hostage is a native of the State of 
North Carolina, and his name is Keith 
Siegel. 

I have joined North Carolina Senator 
TED BUDD in meetings with the fami-
lies of hostages, as well as former hos-
tages, like Keith’s wife, Aviva. Keith 
and Aviva have four children, alongside 
five grandchildren. 

We have heard their stories, and I 
can attest that Senator BUDD and I 
look at their photos every single day. 
We have heard the stories, and these 
families must absolutely live with hor-
rible pain, and they have an uncer-
tainty that is absolutely unacceptable. 
The fact that we stand here after 291 
days and the fate of these eight inno-
cent souls is not the primary topic of 
conversation on our national media 
and from the current administration is 
shameful. 

Now is the time for all nations to 
rally together and use all available 
pressure to force Hamas terrorists to 
release all of our hostages. 

I do want to thank my colleagues— 
Senator ROSEN, Senator CARDIN, and 
Senator GRASSLEY—for coming to the 
floor and joining in this colloquy to en-
sure that the American people don’t 
forget that we have eight Americans 
that are still being held. Let’s bring 
them home now. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that I be permitted to 
speak for 15 minutes and Senator 
BLACKBURN for 15 minutes prior to the 
scheduled vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 

today to discuss the state of the war 
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between Israel and Hamas. Tomorrow, 
Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu will speak before a joint 
session of Congress. I hope he will pro-
pose a significant change in his ap-
proach to the war. I hope he will offer 
his resounding thanks to President 
Biden for his steadfast support of the 
defense of Israel. I hope he will thank 
this Democratically led Senate, the 
majority leader, and our Republican 
colleagues for our early support of the 
supplemental appropriations bill that 
provided billions of dollars to strength-
en Israel’s defenses and provide human-
itarian support to Gaza. 

It has been more than 9 months since 
Hamas carried out its horrific attack 
against the Israeli people. Hamas ter-
rorists killed more than 1,200 men, 
women, and children, and took 250 hos-
tages. Unspeakable acts of terror were 
committed on October 7, and they will 
never be forgotten. 

In the wake of this attack, the 
United States has stood resolutely by 
Israel’s side, providing billions of dol-
lars of aid and intervening to shield 
Israel from attack by Iran and its prox-
ies. 

For more than 75 years, Israel has 
been one of our closest allies. Since its 
founding, Israel has relied on Amer-
ica’s friendship, and we have been 
proud to give it. It is because of this 
friendship, not in spite of it, that we 
must insist the Israeli Government 
change course in its war against 
Hamas. Israel’s leaders must refocus 
their efforts to peace, stability, and the 
core tenets of Israel’s democracy. 

Several months ago, I came to the 
Senate floor as chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee and as a 
friend and longtime supporter of the 
Israeli people to say that the war had 
veered off course. I urged Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu to learn from the 
United States’ lessons in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and I urged him to develop 
a realistic long-term plan for Gaza, in-
cluding a framework for a two-state so-
lution. Instead, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has not just ignored the 
guidance of Israel’s friends and allies, 
he has doubled down on his worst in-
stincts and the dangerous ambitions of 
the most extreme elements of his coali-
tion government. 

The situation in Gaza is cata-
strophic. Gaza is a tiny enclave, but it 
is home to more than 2 million people 
who have been living in a war zone for 
9 months. Tens of thousands of inno-
cent Palestinians have been killed. 
Nearly half a million Gazans are facing 
life-threatening food insecurity. Ef-
forts to increase humanitarian assist-
ance have fallen far short. 

Mr. Netanyahu and his government 
have failed to develop an exit strategy 
for Gaza. They have no plan for a sus-
tainable future for the Palestinians 
and no plan to establish security and 
rebuild Gaza’s destroyed cities. 

Even more alarming, Israel now faces 
the threat of a second front on its 
northern border with Lebanon. 

Hezbollah—better trained and better 
armed than Hamas—continues to clash 
with the IDF, threatening all-out war. 
At the same time, violence in the West 
Bank could boil over at any moment, 
which could spark wider regional con-
flict. 

As I said in March, I believe that 
good allies and good friends stand to-
gether, but great allies and great 
friends are willing to speak hard truths 
and hold each other to the highest 
standards, especially around the con-
duct of war. 

With Prime Minister Netanyahu in 
Washington this week, I am again com-
pelled to say that the Israeli Govern-
ment must change its path. There are 
three specific issues that the Israeli 
Government must address if it hopes to 
secure lasting peace. First, it must 
change its strategy in Gaza from a 
counterterrorism operation to a coun-
terinsurgency campaign. Second, Israel 
must wrest control of its government 
back from the far-right extremists who 
have seized power. Third, Israeli lead-
ers have to recognize that a two-state 
solution is the only viable path for 
peace and stability for the Israeli peo-
ple. 

To start, we have to acknowledge 
that Prime Minister Netanyahu lost 
his way in leading Israel’s war against 
Hamas. He appears unwilling or unable 
to understand that his military strat-
egy cannot destroy a group like 
Hamas. He continues to drive a costly, 
high-tempo counterterrorism campaign 
when he should be pursuing a counter-
insurgency campaign. 

The differences between these two 
strategies are important. A counterter-
rorism operation, like the one the IDF 
is carrying out, is about applying mili-
tary power to crush terrorist fighters 
and prevent attacks. 

Certainly, Israel has degraded much 
of Hamas’s military power. U.S. ana-
lysts have judged that Hamas no longer 
has the capabilities to carry out an-
other attack like October 7. But Hamas 
is not just a terrorist group; it is an 
ideology and a political organization 
with deep roots. Political ideologies 
like Hamas cannot be bombed into sub-
mission. 

Instead, Mr. Netanyahu must shift to 
a counterinsurgency strategy. Counter-
insurgency campaigns seek to address 
the root cause of the insurgency and 
strive to win the support of the local 
population, while building legitimacy 
for a responsible government. Israel’s 
objective should be to weaken Hamas’s 
support among Palestinians and ulti-
mately isolate it from political and 
military lifelines. 

But in times of trauma, every na-
tion’s first reaction is fear and anger. 
Much like Israel’s horror on October 7, 
the United States experienced a deep 
national trauma on September 11, 2001. 
We, too, responded militarily, but it 
took us far too long to learn that a sus-
tainable peace cannot be won solely on 
the battlefield. The best armies in the 
world cannot defeat a terrorist ide-
ology. 

Nine months into Israel’s war against 
Hamas, it is clear that there is no way 
to wipe out the Hamas ideology 
through military might alone. This is 
not just my opinion. Current and 
former Israeli political and military 
leaders, including members of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s own Cabinet, have warned 
that Israel’s current strategy is not 
viable for long-term victory. 

Last month, the chief Israeli mili-
tary spokesman, Rear Admiral Daniel 
Hagari, said: 

Those who think they could make Hamas 
disappear are wrong. Hamas is a political 
party. It is rooted in people’s hearts. 

It was because of this strategic fail-
ure that Benny Gantz, a former Israeli 
army general, Defense Minister, and 
member of Netanyahu’s war cabinet, 
announced his resignation last month. 
He argued for months that Israel need-
ed to fundamentally change its ap-
proach to the war, but Netanyahu 
could not be reasoned with. 

I agree with Mr. Gantz on this issue. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s conduct of 
the war has backfired strategically. 
Hamas wants to keep Israel in a state 
of perpetual war, and Netanyahu has 
fallen into that trap. His government 
must shift from a counterterrorism 
strategy to a counterinsurgency strat-
egy. 

Much of Mr. Netanyahu’s intran-
sigence may be attributed to the polit-
ical allies he surrounds himself with. 
As a way to cling to power, Netanyahu 
has made common cause with far-right 
extremists who pursue their own agen-
das at the expense of Israel’s security. 
These extremists have been elevated to 
some of the highest Cabinet positions 
of the government and have encour-
aged Netanyahu’s most misguided poli-
cies, including his attempts at changes 
to the Israeli judicial system. 

One of these figures is Itamar Ben- 
Gvir. As a convicted terrorist, Ben- 
Gvir was deemed too extreme to serve 
in the Israeli military. Nonetheless, in 
order to secure his coalition, Prime 
Minister Netanyahu placed Ben-Gvir in 
charge of the Ministry of National Se-
curity, which oversees the Israeli Na-
tional Police. 

Ben-Gvir has openly advanced his de-
sire for the ethnic cleansing of Pal-
estinians, including in Gaza. He has ad-
vocated for the settlement of Israelis 
in Gaza after the war and has organized 
a campaign to hand out assault rifles 
to Jewish settlers in the West Bank. 

Importantly, Ben-Gvir has threat-
ened to topple the governing coalition 
if his radical demands are not met. In 
particular, he has pressured Mr. 
Netanyahu to reject a hostage deal or 
cease-fire with Hamas that would in-
clude the release of Palestinian pris-
oners. Ben-Gvir’s extreme agenda is 
eroding Israel’s stability and adherence 
to the rule of law. 

Another Cabinet Minister is Minister 
Smotrich, a notorious, radical settler 
activist with a troubling record. As 
Netanyahu’s Minister of Finance and 
Adjunct Minister in the Ministry of De-
fense, Smotrich leverages his official 
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power to advance his agenda of annex-
ing the West Bank for Jewish settlers 
and evicting Palestinians from the 
area. With Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
implicit support, Smotrich has steadily 
shifted control of administering the 
West Bank to his handpicked cronies in 
the Defense Ministry. 

The Israeli activist group Peace Now 
has assessed that 2024 has been the 
‘‘peak year’’ for Israeli land seizures in 
the West Bank. 

As Finance Minister, Smotrich has 
abused his power by freezing distribu-
tion of Palestinian tax revenues as le-
verage to force the annexation of Jew-
ish settlements. These tax revenues 
constitute almost all of the Palestinian 
Authority’s budget, including its police 
and security personnel. 

Earlier this month, Smotrich re-
leased some funding back to the Pales-
tinian Authority in exchange for the 
authorization of five Israeli settle-
ments that had been built illegally. 
This is extortion, plain and simple, and 
it has been condemned by U.S. Treas-
ury Secretary Janet Yellen and Na-
tional Security Advisor Jake Sullivan. 

I highlight these far-right Cabinet 
leaders because their extreme personal 
and political agendas are impacting 
the government’s military decisions in 
Gaza, whether through threats or ca-
joling, Ben-Gvir, Smotrich, and others 
have pushed the government into pros-
ecuting the war and governing Israel 
the way they see fit. 

In announcing his resignation last 
month, Mr. Gantz told the press that 
he had ‘‘become exasperated with 
Netanyahu for agreeing on one thing in 
the wartime cabinet and then doing the 
opposite because of pressure from his 
far-right coalition partners.’’ In his 
resignation speech, Gantz lamented 
that ‘‘faithful, faithful strategic deci-
sions are met with hesitation and pro-
crastination due to political consider-
ations. Unfortunately, Netanyahu pre-
vents us from progressing to real vic-
tory.’’ 

These dynamics caused former Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak to publicly warn that ‘‘[this 
war] appears to be the least successful 
war in history due to the strategic pa-
ralysis in the country’s leadership.’’ 

Prime Minister Netanyahu is be-
holden to the far right. He needs his 
rightwing partners to stay in his coali-
tion, and in turn, they cannot abandon 
him because he is their best chance to 
accomplish the objectives of their na-
tionalist agenda. 

Until there is a change in the direc-
tion of Israel’s leadership, the far right 
will continue to drive Israel’s security 
and the war in Gaza into the ground. 

The failings of the Netanyahu gov-
ernment are not just a matter of bad 
strategy or the Prime Minister’s will-
ingness to rely on radical political 
partners to stay in power, it is also his 
own opposition to a two-state solution. 
As has been clear for decades, Prime 
Minister Netanyahu is unwilling to 
recognize that a two-state solution is 

the only viable path to peace and secu-
rity for Israel. He has been thwarting 
this option since his first term as 
Prime Minister in 1996. 

One of Mr. Netanyahu’s most reliable 
assets for preventing a two-state solu-
tion has been Hamas. As far back as 
2012, Netanyahu told Israeli press that 
‘‘it was important to keep Hamas 
strong, as a counterweight to the Pal-
estinian Authority in the West Bank.’’ 
He knew that by empowering Hamas in 
Gaza, a two-state solution would never 
be possible. In fact, between 2012 and 
2018 alone, Netanyahu allowed an esti-
mated $1 billion to flow into Gaza, at 
least half of which reached Hamas. 

According to the Jerusalem Post, in 
a private meeting with members of the 
Likud Party in 2019, Netanyahu ex-
plained his rationale as this: 

The money transfer is part of the strategy 
to divide the Palestinians in Gaza and the 
West Bank. . . . In that way, we will foil the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. 

This open hostility to a two-state so-
lution has only hardened in the after-
math of October 7. In February, 
Netanyahu bragged: 

Everyone knows that I am the one who for 
decades blocked the establishment of a Pal-
estinian State that would endanger our ex-
istence. 

And in just the last week, he led the 
Knesset in passing resolution that re-
jects a two-state solution. 

Mr. Netanyahu has never been shy 
about his desire to prevent a two-state 
solution. His record is now clear be-
yond a shadow of a doubt. We should 
not be surprised that he continues to 
stand in the way of peace. 

With this troubling record laid out, I 
feel compelled again, as a friend of 
Israel, to say that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has put Israel on a disas-
trous path. His leadership is eroding 
Israel’s security, health, and democ-
racy. 

In March, I came to the floor to call 
for new leadership for both the Israeli 
and Palestinian people. I stand by that 
call. Ultimately, these are decisions for 
the Israelis and the Palestinian people. 

But while Prime Minister Netanyahu 
continues to lead his nation, I urge him 
to return to the cease-fire framework 
he agreed to in May with the Biden ad-
ministration. This plan includes a sen-
sible and phased approach to bring the 
hostages home, increasing lifesaving 
humanitarian assistance to Gaza, and a 
realistic approach to day-to-day secu-
rity and governance in Gaza. 

Israel will not find the long-term se-
curity and peace it wants by indefi-
nitely reoccupying the Gaza Strip. In 
addition, the Prime Minister, working 
with the United States and other re-
gional allies and partners, must 
achieve a diplomatic solution on the 
Israeli-Lebanon border. Now is not the 
time to risk opening a second, poten-
tially more dangerous, confrontation 
with Hezbollah that could spill over 
into a larger regional war. 

Further, Mr. Netanyahu should im-
mediately disavow the far-right mem-

bers of his Cabinet and stop their ef-
forts to inflame violence in Gaza and 
the West Bank that is making a two- 
state solution all but impossible. 

Finally, President Netanyahu must 
accept the legitimacy of a two-state 
solution, where the State of Israel and 
a demilitarized Palestinian State can 
exist side by side in peace and security. 
This plan is difficult and will require a 
buy-in from Israel, the Palestinian peo-
ple, Arab neighbors, and the inter-
national community, but it is nec-
essary and essential. The inability to 
embrace a two-state solution has pro-
found consequences for the State of 
Israel, its security, its standing in the 
world, and its ability to remain a de-
mocracy. 

As I prepare to join my colleagues in 
listening to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s address tomorrow, I re-
main deeply skeptical of his leadership 
and willingness to change course, but I 
hope he will finally listen to his friends 
and allies who only want the best for 
Israel. 

The United States is Israel’s oldest 
friend. But as a friend, we must insist 
that Prime Minister Netanyahu fun-
damentally change the path he has put 
his country on. The eyes of the world 
and history are upon it. 

With that, Mr. President, I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

KOSA-COPPA 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 

this week the Senate is taking a his-
toric step in the fight to protect chil-
dren online by bringing the bipartisan 
Kids Online Safety Act to the floor. 

Last Congress, Senator BLUMENTHAL 
and I introduced KOSA following dis-
turbing reports that Meta leadership 
knew its platform Instagram is toxic to 
teenage girls, causing rising rates of 
eating disorders and mental health 
issues, but Meta downplayed these 
harms in public. 

During a series of five subcommittee 
hearings, we heard testimony from so-
cial media companies, advocates, and 
parents on the repeated failures of tech 
giants to protect kids, to protect them 
from pro-suicide content, from drug 
dealers, from sexual predators, from 
eating disorder content, from human 
traffickers, and so much more. 

For years, the Big Tech giants re-
fused to meaningfully address these 
problems, but that changes with KOSA, 
which will finally hold them account-
able. 

Congress has not passed a major law 
to protect children online since 1998, 
and a lot has changed in the last 25 
years. But this moment would have 
been impossible without the hundreds 
of parents, including many who have 
tragically lost their children to social 
media harms. They have traveled to 
Washington over the past several years 
to share their heartbreaking stories 
and to demand action to protect our 
children. Senator BLUMENTHAL and I 
could not have accomplished this with-
out their voices, and I want to thank 
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all of our friends and our allies for 
their work in getting this bill to the 
floor. One thing is certain: Moms on a 
Mission have always proven to be an 
unstoppable force, and, indeed, they 
are. 

I also want to thank Leader SCHU-
MER, Commerce Committee Chair 
CANTWELL, Ranking Member CRUZ, and 
our 68 Senate cosponsors for helping us 
get here. 

Once the Senate formally passes 
KOSA, our work is not done. We must 
ensure that the House quickly passes 
this bill and sends it to the President’s 
desk. 

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 
BASEBALL TEAM 

Mr. President, recently, my fellow 
Tennesseans have had a lot to cele-
brate. Late last month, the Tennessee 
Volunteers baseball team made his-
tory, defeating the Texas A&M Aggies 
in the college World Series to win the 
program’s first national title. This is a 
tremendous accomplishment for the in-
credible players and coaches, for the 
University of Tennessee, and, indeed, 
for our entire State. 

But for those of us who followed the 
Vols’ historic season, this national 
championship came as no surprise. In 
total, they tallied 60 wins this season, 
becoming the first team in the South-
eastern Conference to ever reach this 
milestone. UT had 5 players who hit 20 
or more home runs this season, the 
first time that has ever happened in 
NCAA history. And along the way to 
the College World Series, the team won 
both the SEC regular season and the 
SEC tournament title, becoming just 
the fourth program in history to cap-
ture all three titles in the same season. 

It is no exaggeration to say that this 
team is one of the greatest in college 
baseball history, a testament to play-
ers, coaches, and staffs’ hard work on 
and off the field. That is why I intro-
duced a resolution, alongside Senator 
HAGERTY, joined by Tennessee’s entire 
House delegation, to officially con-
gratulate the student athletes, coach-
es, administrators, and fans on a truly 
incredible season. I know Tennesseans 
will remember the Vols’ historic 2024 
season for many years to come. 

SECRET SERVICE 
Mr. President, on Saturday, July 13, 

our Nation narrowly avoided a catas-
trophe with the failed assassination at-
tempt of President Trump in Butler, 
PA. In the wake of this disturbing at-
tack, I am grateful that President 
Trump is safe and recovering and join 
Tennesseans and Americans in praying 
for the two victims who were critically 
injured. 

Tragically, our Nation lost a hero in 
the attack. Corey Comperatore, a rally 
attendee, was killed while protecting 
his wife and daughter from gunfire. 

This assassination attempt was a 
shocking act of political violence, and 
one Agency more than any other was 
responsible for preventing it; that is 
the Secret Service. But as reports con-
tinue to pile up about the Secret Serv-

ice’s failures leading up to the attempt, 
I know Tennesseans and Americans 
have so many questions: How was the 
shooter allowed on the structure so 
close to the rally with a clear line of 
sight to President Trump? And why 
were there no agents on that roof? How 
is it possible, as Senators learned in a 
briefing with Secret Service and the 
FBI last week, that Secret Service 
agents knew about a threat before 
President Trump walked on stage, yet 
they did nothing to prevent him from 
going on stage? How was the shooter 
allowed to scope out the rally grounds 
with a range finder, a device that is 
often used by snipers to measure the 
distance to a target, even after he was 
spotted by law enforcement? Why was 
the assassin able to fly a drone and 
take footage of the rally grounds just 
before the speech? And why, as the 
Agency has finally acknowledged— 
after initially denying it—why did the 
Secret Service turn down previous re-
quests from President Trump’s secu-
rity detail for more resources to pro-
tect him? 

To be sure, many Secret Service 
agents bravely put their lives on the 
line to get President Trump to safety 
following the assassination attempt. 
We are grateful for them. 

But as a whole, the Agency failed its 
sole objective, which was to protect the 
protectee, in this case former President 
Trump. 

Yet Secret Service Director Cheatle 
has repeatedly refused to explain why 
this tragedy happened on her watch. 
When my colleagues and I pressed her 
for answers last week, she ran away. 
And during the House Oversight hear-
ing on Monday, she continued to stone-
wall, repeatedly claiming that she is 
unable to provide answers while her 
Agency investigates the operational 
failures leading up to the assassination 
attempt. 

This is inexcusable. While Director 
Cheatle has finally done the right 
thing and resigned, Tennesseans and 
the American people still deserve an-
swers about how her Agency let Presi-
dent Trump come within inches of 
being killed by an assassin’s bullet. 

The Secret Service has the duty to 
send another representative equipped 
to answer these questions when the 
Senate Judiciary Committee holds its 
hearing on the circumstances that led 
to the attempted assassination of 
former President Trump. While we 
await answers, there is one thing we do 
know: If Director Cheatle had done her 
job and upheld her Agency’s ‘‘zero fail 
mission,’’ this tragedy would never 
have happened. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following 
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Colleen Duffy Kiko, of North 

Dakota, to be a Member of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority for a term 
of five years expiring July 29, 2027. (Re-
appointment) 

VOTE ON KIKO NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Kiko nomination? 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FETTERMAN), the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) 
are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), 
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN), the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MARSHALL), the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), and the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘‘yea’’ and 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 82, 
nays 6, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 214 Ex.] 
YEAS—82 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 

Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—6 

Blumenthal 
Butler 

Hirono 
Markey 

Merkley 
Warren 

NOT VOTING—12 

Cotton 
Cramer 
Fetterman 
Hoeven 

Hyde-Smith 
Lee 
Manchin 
Marshall 

Menendez 
Risch 
Scott (SC) 
Vance 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-

LER). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made 
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and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

ELIMINATE USELESS REPORTS 
ACT OF 2024 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask the Chair to lay 
before the Senate a message from the 
House of Representatives on S. 2073. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
2073) entitled ‘‘An Act to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to require agencies to 
include a list of outdated or duplicative re-
porting requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes’’ do pass 
with an amendment. 

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 3021 
(Purpose: In the nature of a sub-

stitute.) 
Mr. SCHUMER. I move that the Sen-

ate concur in the House amendment to 
S. 2073 with amendment No. 3021, which 
is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 
moves to concur in the House amendment to 
S. 2073 with an amendment numbered 3021. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that further 
reading be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. I have a cloture mo-

tion at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to S. 
2073, a bill to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a list of 
outdated or duplicative reporting require-
ments in annual budget justifications, and 
for other purposes, do pass with an amend-
ment. 

Charles E. Schumer, Maria Cantwell, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Jack Reed, 
Tammy Duckworth, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Tim Kaine, Mark R. Warner, Edward J. 
Markey, Gary C. Peters, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Angus S. King, Jr., 
Tammy Baldwin, Raphael G. Warnock, 
Cory A. Booker, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Richard Blumenthal. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on the motion to concur with 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3022 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3021 
Mr. SCHUMER. I have an amendment 

to amendment No. 3021, which is at the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 
proposes an amendment numbered 3022 to 
amendment No. 3021. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that further 
reading be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To add an effective date) 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 3023 
Mr. SCHUMER. I move to refer the 

House message to the Committee on 
Homeland Security with instructions 
to report back forthwith an amend-
ment No. 3023. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 
moves to the refer House message to accom-
pany S. 2073 with instructions to report back 
forthwith an amendment numbered 3023. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that further 
reading be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To add an effective date) 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 2 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3024 

Mr. SCHUMER. I have an amendment 
to the instructions at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 
proposes an amendment numbered 3024 to 
the instructions of the motion to refer. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that further 
reading be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 

(Purpose: To add an effective date) 
On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘2 days’’ and insert 

‘‘3 days’’. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3025 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3024 
Mr. SCHUMER. I have an amendment 

to amendment No. 3024, which is at the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER] 
proposes an amendment numbered 3025 to 
amendment No. 3024. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that further 
reading of the amendment be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To add an effective date) 

On page 1, line 1, strike ‘‘3 days’’ and insert 
‘‘4 days’’. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have some good news for the Senate. 
Before we adjourn this evening, I would 
like to celebrate two significant bills 
that just passed the Senate two mo-
ments ago. 

First, just now, the Senate unani-
mously passed a bill to combat the 
spread of sexually explicit AI-gen-
erated deepfakes, the DEFIANCE Act. I 
commend Senator DURBIN for his excel-
lent work on this bill. I was proud to 
support it every step of the way, and it 
is a very, very important thing we get 
this bill done. 

As we know, AI plays a bigger role in 
our lives than ever before. While it has 
many benefits, it is also easier than 
ever to create sexually explicit 
deepfakes without a person’s consent. 
It is a horrible attack on someone’s 
privacy and dignity to have these fake 
images of them circuiting online with-
out recourse. 

This isn’t just some fringe issue that 
happens to only a few people. It is a 
widespread problem. These types of 
malicious and hurtful pictures can de-
stroy lives. Nobody is immune, not 
even celebrities like Taylor Swift or 
Megan Thee Stallion. It is a grotesque 
practice. Victims of these deepfakes 
are deserved justice. This is one of the 
examples of the AI guardrails I often 
talk about. 

AI is a remarkable technology that 
can spur incredible innovation, but we 
must pass guardrails to prevent its 
worst abuses from causing people grave 
harm. 

By passing this bill, we are telling 
victims of explicit nonconsensual 
deepfakes that we hear them and we 
are taking action. I urge the House 
now to take up this piece of legislation 
so victims of nonconsensual deepfakes 
can have the justice they deserve. It is 
just awful what people do to people 
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with deepfakes. This bill will end that. 
It is a very good thing. 

We passed another very good bill a 
few moments ago as well. The Senate 
passed the Preventing Financing of Il-
legal Synthetic Drugs Act. This bill 
will get to the root of financing behind 
these deadly and destructive drugs like 
fentanyl and methamphetamine. I have 
led the way here in the Senate for 
months cracking down on supply 
chains of drugs like fentanyl. 

Last fall, I met with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi and urged him and the Chinese 
Government to do more work to crack 
down on companies that allow pre-
cursor chemicals to make their way to 
countries like Mexico and made often 
by gangs into fentanyl and sent into 
the U.S. 

Just a few months ago, I led the Sen-
ate passing the national security sup-
plemental, which included the FEND 
Off Fentanyl Act. This bill is another 
step in that direction—the right direc-
tion—to better understand and antici-
pate how malicious synthetic drug 
traffickers finance their operations. 

Two Senators worked very hard on 
this legislation and deserve the credit. 
Our two Senators from Nevada, Sen-
ator CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO and 
Senator JACKY ROSEN. I want to com-
mend them for their excellent work. 

So these two bills—they are passing 
quietly later this evening, but they are 
very important. I hope that people will 
take notice of them and show that the 
Senate is fighting the scourge of drugs 
and fighting the scourge of deepfakes. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SOUTH SUDAN 
Mr. WELCH. Madam President, 13 

years ago last week South Sudan be-
came an independent country. I want 
to congratulate the people of South 
Sudan on this milestone. The United 
States has long supported the aspira-
tions of the people of South Sudan in 
their struggle for independence and 
democratic governance. John Garang, 
the leader of the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Army, would visit the Senate 
to build support for the fight for self- 
determination. 

Today, despite those efforts, South 
Sudan is a textbook case of a failed 
state where, despite rich oil deposits, 
millions of destitute people depend on 
international aid for their daily sur-
vival. Last week, the United States an-
nounced more than $57 million in addi-
tional humanitarian assistance to ad-
dress urgent needs of hundreds of thou-
sands of crisis-affected people in South 
Sudan. 

In 2005, the year John Garang died, 
the United States, Norway, and the 

United Kingdom—known collectively 
as the Troika—supported Kenya and 
the other regional member states of 
the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development to broker the Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement, or the CPA. The 
CPA ended what, at that time, was the 
longest armed conflict in Africa and 
gave the people of South Sudan an his-
toric opportunity to vote in a ref-
erendum that culminated in their Dec-
laration of Independence on July 9, 
2011. Their hope, and the hope of the 
United States and our allies, was that 
South Sudan was finally beginning a 
new democratic chapter based on the 
rule of law—with security, competent 
and honest elected leaders, and new op-
portunities for equitable economic de-
velopment and trade. 

The return of political violence in 
South Sudan in December 2013 was 
shocking to both the people of South 
Sudan and the international commu-
nity. The leaders of South Sudan took 
up arms to consolidate their grip on 
political and economic power. Moti-
vated by greed and personal ambition, 
they sacrificed the hopes, aspirations, 
and welfare of the South Sudanese peo-
ple who, in the years since, have lost 
everything—including their hard-won 
self-rule. Today, their country is run 
by warlords who have driven the coun-
try into bankruptcy through grand cor-
ruption, impoverishing millions. 

The democratic aspirations of the 
South Sudanese people, their ability to 
live a dignified life, and opportunities 
to educate their children, have all been 
stifled. The warlords have established a 
brutal authoritarian regime that has 
no respect for human rights or civil lib-
erties, and no regard for democracy 
and the rule of law. The U.S. Depart-
ment of State and human rights orga-
nizations report a pattern of repression 
against political dissidents, as well as 
widespread sexual violence against 
women and girls. 

On July 3, 2024, South Sudan’s Par-
liament passed repressive National Se-
curity legislation that gives a wide 
range of authorities to the National 
Security Service and its affiliated 
opaque institutions that have terror-
ized the people of South Sudan for 
years. The passage of this law rein-
forces the fact that the current govern-
ment of South Sudan does not embrace 
human rights and democratic values. 
Such actions make it extremely dif-
ficult for the United States to find 
areas of common ground with South 
Sudan’s leaders. 

My predecessor Senator Patrick 
Leahy was outspoken about the calam-
ity facing the people of South Sudan 
and the need for new leadership. As he 
said on January 6, 2022, and later that 
year on August 6, the government of 
President Kiir and Vice President 
Machar has shuttered both political 
and civic spaces, increasing the risk of 
political violence. It was not long ago, 
in August 2021, when peaceful protests 
organized by the People’s Coalition for 
Civil Action—PCCA—were met with 

death threats, arbitrary arrests, 
trumped up treason charges, and forced 
exile. 

One of the leaders of that organiza-
tion Abraham Awolich was one of the 
‘‘Lost Boys’’ who ended up in a refugee 
camp in Kenya at the age of 10. From 
there, he was resettled to my home 
State of Vermont, and he later grad-
uated from the University of Vermont. 
In 2011, he returned to his homeland to 
help with rebuilding the country, but 
like other pro-democracy advocates, 
the government of South Sudan re-
garded him as a threat for standing up 
against tyranny and dictatorship, and 
he was forced out of the country. He re-
turned to the University of Vermont, 
where he is working towards a Ph.D. 

Neighboring governments and the 
international community, including 
the United States, have given the lead-
ers of South Sudan multiple opportuni-
ties to put their country on a path to-
ward peace and democracy, as called 
for in the CPA. These gestures have 
been met with intransigence and a 
total disregard for the will of the 
South Sudanese people. The August 
2015 Agreement on the Resolution of 
Conflict in South Sudan was such an 
opportunity, but it was squandered 
when the leaders resorted to violence 
to resolve a political stalemate. The 
government claimed that the agree-
ment was imposed on it, and President 
Kiir launched his own South Sudan Na-
tional Dialogue, which he hoped would 
endorse his goal to remain in office in-
definitely. The people of South Sudan, 
to the contrary, called on President 
Kiir and Vice President Machar to step 
down and blamed them for the insta-
bility, violence, and corruption plagu-
ing the country. 

As if to confirm the fear and verdict 
of their people, forces controlled by 
Kiir and Machar again resorted to 
deadly violence in July 2016. That 
round of violence resulted in many 
lives lost, the displacement of civil-
ians, and the collapse of the 2015 agree-
ment. 

The African regional governments, 
with the support of the international 
community, gave President Kiir and 
Vice President Machar another oppor-
tunity to do right for their people by 
negotiating the Revitalized Agreement 
on the Resolution of Conflict in South 
Sudan, which was signed in 2018. That 
agreement was intended to last 36 
months until an election. Nearly 80 
months later, there has been no signifi-
cant progress. Instead, President Kiir 
and his government have acted to frus-
trate peace, undermine democracy, and 
subvert the rule of law. Now, both lead-
ers are contemplating another 24 
months in office, something the people 
of South Sudan cannot afford. 

The fear of starvation is a reality for 
millions of people in South Sudan. The 
economy has collapsed, billions of dol-
lars in oil revenue have been stolen and 
squandered, and there is a great sense 
of urgency to restore security and re-
build the economy. The country needs 
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a new system for transparently man-
aging public finances to ensure that 
revenues from oil and other natural re-
sources are protected and used to ad-
dress the needs of the people. 

I have recounted this tragic history 
to provide context for the peace talks 
currently underway in Nairobi, Kenya. 
The High-Level Mediation for South 
Sudan, or the Tumaini Initiative, is an-
other olive branch extended to the 
leaders of South Sudan. It seeks to 
chart a way forward for their people 
who have suffered for so long due to 
the greed and repression of their own 
leaders. The United States, Norway, 
and the U.K. should actively support 
the Tumaini Initiative, provided the 
process is transparent and has clearly 
defined goals that will finally realize 
the promise of the CPA and independ-
ence. 

The government of South Sudan 
must use this opportunity to take ex-
traordinary measures to achieve last-
ing peace. 

The people of South Sudan expressed 
their preferences clearly through the 
National Dialogue. They blame the cri-
ses in the country on their corrupt 
leaders who they have called on to step 
aside. They have called on the Troika 
countries to help bring about a demo-
cratic transition, including a leader-
ship succession plan and timelines for 
elections in which Kiir and Machar do 
not participate. That is a necessary 
outcome of the Tumaini Initiative if it 
is to succeed. 

The Tumaini Initiative should also 
ensure that a new security structure is 
established in South Sudan. The cur-
rent military is corrupt, splintered, 
and unaccountable. A coherent plan 
with clear benchmarks will be needed 
to separate the warlords and other po-
litical actors from the military. The 
privatized units of the army will need 
to be combined and repurposed with a 
single national mission to defend the 
people and sovereignty of South Sudan 
and a mandate to stay out of politics. 

South Sudan has a long history of 
impunity. Human rights violations, 
war crimes, and the theft of public re-
sources are rarely if ever punished, and 
the country suffers from a culture of 
lawlessness. The police and judicial 
system must be thoroughly reformed. 
The prosecution of war crimes by an 
international tribunal should be con-
sidered. 

The United States should support the 
call by the people of South Sudan for a 
new constitution that restructures 
power and state institutions. The 
Tumaini Initiative, with the support of 
the Troika countries, should support a 
broad-based political dialogue to 
produce a political consensus on a con-
stitution that strengthens the coun-
try’s democratic institutions, includ-
ing an independent judiciary. 

While the people of South Sudan need 
to choose their future leaders, the con-
ditions for a free, fair, and transparent 
democratic election do not currently 
exist. It will first be necessary to 

achieve agreement on a new constitu-
tion and a new security structure, with 
clear timelines and benchmarks that 
prepare the country for democratic 
elections. 

The Tumaini Initiative may be the 
last opportunity for the countries of 
the region, led by Kenya and with the 
support of the international commu-
nity, to finally help end the South Su-
danese people’s nightmare. Their cur-
rent leaders have betrayed them. Mul-
tiple previous attempts to persuade 
their leaders to fulfill their obligations 
under the CPA have failed. Millions of 
people are hungry and have lost hope 
for a better future. The Tumaini Initia-
tive offers them that hope. 

The United States has invested bil-
lions of dollars and years of diplomacy 
to support the South Sudanese people. 
There are emerging democratic voices 
in the country that can help propel 
South Sudan forward. We should now 
play an active role in helping to ensure 
that the Tumaini Initiative achieves 
what previous attempts did not—a sus-
tainable path to peace, democracy, jus-
tice, and a brighter future for the peo-
ple of South Sudan. 

f 

250TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
EDGECOMB, MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, in 
1774, just 2 years before America de-
clared its independence, a small village 
on the Maine coast incorporated and 
took the name of Lord George 
Edgcumbe, a British naval hero and po-
litical leader who was known as a de-
voted friend of the Colonies. Today, it 
is a pleasure to join the people of 
Edgecomb, ME, in celebrating the 250th 
anniversary of a community that is a 
wonderful place to live, work, and raise 
families. 

Edgecomb has a rich history. For 
thousands of years, the land where the 
Sheepscot and Damariscotta Rivers 
meet the sea was the hunting and fish-
ing grounds of the Abenaki. Originally 
called Freetown due to the pro bono 
success of a Boston lawyer in defeating 
baseless deed challenges by land specu-
lators, the early settlers farmed the 
fertile soil and put those rivers to work 
powering mills for grain and lumber. 
That early prosperity was invested in 
schools and churches to make a true 
community. 

As the town grew, so did the range of 
industries to include brick-making, 
canning, tanneries, and shipyards. In 
addition to valuable granite, mica, and 
quartz, the land was found to contain 
rich deposits of the highest quality 
feldspar, used in the manufacture of 
fine china. Today, Edgecomb and the 
neighboring communities are home to 
ceramic artists whose work is prized by 
collectors around the world. 

Edgecomb is home to many out-
standing examples of New England ar-
chitecture with several listings on the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
including the revered Edgecomb Com-
munity Church. One of the most fas-

cinating buildings is the so-called 
Marie Antoinette House. In 1793, ac-
cording to legend, a local sea captain 
named Stephen Clough planned to res-
cue the doomed queen and take her the 
stately house on the Sheepscot River 
that he had outfitted with the finest 
French decor. Tragically, she was ar-
rested before Captain Clough could put 
his daring plan into action. 

Perhaps the building with the great-
est historical significance is Fort 
Edgecomb, an octagonal blockhouse 
built in 1808 and 1809 to protect ship-
yards during a time of ongoing tension 
with Great Britain. Crucial to the de-
fense of New England during the War of 
1812 and the Civil War, the fort is now 
a popular state park. 

Edgecomb’s historic connection to 
America’s freedom continues today. 
Last year, the town, along with neigh-
boring communities, launched a new 
tradition by decorating streets and 
roadways with more than 250 banners 
paying tribute to the region’s veterans. 

Maine is known as Vacationland, and 
Edgecomb perfectly fits that picture. 
With beautiful rivers for kayaking and 
canoeing, several nature preserves for 
hiking and wildlife-watching, along 
with great food and shopping, there is 
always something to do. The energy 
and planning going into the town’s 
yearlong 250th anniversary celebration 
demonstrates the pride the towns-
people have in their town. 

Edgecomb’s 250th anniversary is a 
time to celebrate the people who pulled 
together, cared for one another, and 
built a great community. Thanks to 
those who came before, Edgecomb, ME, 
has a wonderful history. Thanks to 
those there today, it has a bright fu-
ture. 

f 

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
YARMOUTH, MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, the 
incorporation of the town of Yar-
mouth, ME, on August 8, 1849, was but 
one significant moment for one of the 
oldest communities in New England. 
On this 175th anniversary, it is a pleas-
ure to commemorate a long and fas-
cinating history that exemplifies the 
determination, resiliency, and inge-
nuity that defines our State. 

For thousands of years, the area was 
the homeland of the Abenaki people, 
who thrived where the fast-flowing 
river they called Westcustogo meets 
the sea. In 1636, just 16 years after the 
Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, William 
Royall, a cooper in the employ of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony Company, 
was provided a small land grant in the 
area. The farm he established gave 
birth to a new settlement on the fron-
tier. 

Drawn by the abundant natural re-
sources, the small village grew and be-
came part of North Yarmouth, the 
eighth town incorporated by Massachu-
setts in the Province of Maine. The 
river, now called the Royal River in 
honor of the first settler, powered saw-
mills and grain mills, and the 
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shorefront became a leading center of 
Colonial and early American ship-
building. It is estimated that more 
than 300 vessels were launched by Yar-
mouth’s shipyards during the Age of 
Sail. 

With its population exceeding 2,000 
people, maritime-oriented Yarmouth 
separated from farming-oriented North 
Yarmouth on August 8, 1849, and be-
came a separate town. Industrial ac-
tivities expanded into tanneries, brick-
yards, ironworks, and paper-making. 

Today, Yarmouth is a vibrant com-
munity with arts and music centers, a 
lovely library, outstanding schools, 
and beautifully preserved historic 
buildings. The active Yarmouth Histor-
ical Society has one of the finest and 
most comprehensive collection in 
Maine and the annual Wellcome Prize 
essay and film competition encourages 
high school students to learn about 
their community’s past. One of the 
town’s most prominent and treasured 
artifacts on display at the Yarmouth 
History Center is the Flaming Arrow 
Weathervane that topped the ‘‘Old 
Ledge’’ Meeting House built in 1730. 

Yarmouth’s 175th anniversary is a 
time to celebrate the people who pulled 
together, cared for one another, and 
built a great community. Thanks to 
those who came before, Yarmouth, ME, 
has a wonderful history. Thanks to 
those there today, it has a bright fu-
ture. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF HUEY 
‘‘HOSS’’ MACK 

∑ Mrs. BRITT. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize and congratulate 
Sheriff Huey ‘‘Hoss’’ Mack on his re-
tirement as sheriff of Baldwin County, 
AL, and express my gratitude for his 
stalwart service to the people of Bald-
win County and the State of Alabama. 

Sheriff Mack was born in Escambia 
County, AL, and raised in Baldwin 
County. His parents owned a funeral 
home that his wife Sherri Mack helps 
him operate to this day. Tragically, his 
grandfather was senselessly murdered 
in Escambia County in 1982, propelling 
Sheriff Mack towards a career that 
would empower him to assist those who 
have experienced similar losses or are 
victims of crime. To this end, he at-
tended Faulkner State Community 
College, where he graduated with an 
associate degree in criminal justice 
and served as a student government as-
sociation representative. He later grad-
uated from Troy University with a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice 
and a master’s degree in human re-
source management. He also holds a 
crime scene analyst certification 
awarded by the International Associa-
tion for Identification. 

Starting his career in criminal jus-
tice at the Alabama Department of Fo-
rensic Sciences in 1985, Sheriff Mack 
served as a medical examiner field 

agent, investigating and analyzing 
crime scenes to identify criminals. He 
was later a forensic investigator and 
ultimately promoted to chief forensic 
investigator of the Department of Fo-
rensic Science’s Mobile Regional Lab-
oratory. 

Sheriff Mack began his work at the 
Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office in 1989 
as a criminal investigator responsible 
for crime scene evaluations. By 2004, he 
was promoted to the rank of captain 
and designated the chief investigator of 
the Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office 
Criminal Investigation Division. Dur-
ing his career, he has served on a vari-
ety of task forces, including the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection Blue 
Lightning Task Force, Baldwin County 
Major Crimes Task Force, and the 
Child Abuse Task Force. Sheriff Mack 
has also consulted with a wide variety 
of law enforcement agencies, including 
as a part of the Department of Health 
and Human Service’s Disaster Mor-
tuary Operational Response Team in 
2001. On September 11, 2001, while still 
a lieutenant, he was called to respond 
and arrived in New York City to assist 
in rescue operations, helping to bring 
peace and some form of closure to 
thousands of families whose loved ones 
were victims of the terrorist attack on 
our Nation. 

The people of Baldwin County, in rec-
ognition of his work as an investigator 
and his wide array of experiences in 
law enforcement, elected him sheriff in 
2006. He would go on to be elected to 
four more terms, leading the over 100 
members of the Baldwin County Sher-
iff’s Office in keeping citizens safe and 
pursuing justice for victims of crime. 
During his tenure, he has worked to ad-
dress violent crime, drug abuse, and 
the needs of a growing county. 

In 2014, he was elected president of 
the Alabama Sheriff’s Association and 
has remained active in the association 
since. He also serves on the National 
Sheriff’s Association’s board of direc-
tors, executive committee, training 
committee, and immigration and bor-
der security committee. He received 
the Joseph Treadwell Award in 2015 in 
honor of his work with the Drug Edu-
cation Council, and he received the 
Good Government Award from the Cen-
tral Baldwin Chamber of Commerce in 
2019 for his work leading at the sher-
iff’s office. In 2021, the Alabama Sher-
iff’s Association elected him as its 
Sheriff of the Year. 

His commitment to public service 
doesn’t end at law enforcement, as 
Sheriff Mack is the former president of 
the Robertsdale Rotary Club, the 
former chairman of the Central Bald-
win Chamber of Commerce, a former 
board member of the Baldwin County 
Economic Alliance, former lay leader 
of the Robertsdale Methodist Church, 
and a former board member of the Boy 
Scouts of America. For this work, he 
was awarded the Paul Harris Award by 
Rotary International, the Service 
Above Self Award, the Rotarian of the 
Year Award, and was chosen in 2006 as 

the Central Baldwin Chamber of Com-
merce Man of the Year. 

On behalf of the people of Alabama, I 
offer Sheriff Mack my heartfelt grati-
tude for keeping our citizens safe and 
wish him a long and happy retirement 
from local law enforcement with his 
wife Sherri and with his two sons and 
grandchildren. I also congratulate him 
on his upcoming new role as the execu-
tive director of the Alabama Sheriffs 
Association. His career is defined by 
above-and-beyond dedication to 
strengthening law enforcement in Ala-
bama, upholding the rule of law, and 
protecting the people of Baldwin Coun-
ty with unwavering commitment. We 
owe him a debt of lasting gratitude for 
exemplary service to his community 
and his State.∑ 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST 
BAPTIST CHURCH BATON ROUGE 

∑ Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I 
rise today to commend and honor the 
150th anniversary of First Baptist 
Church Baton Rouge. 

Since its founding, on September 30, 
1874, First Baptist Church Baton Rouge 
has served as a cornerstone of faith, 
community, and service—bringing peo-
ple to know the everlasting love and 
salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Over the past century and a half, 
First Baptist Church Baton Rouge has 
been dedicated to the spiritual growth 
and well-being of its congregation, of-
fering a place of worship, fellowship, 
and support for all who enter its doors. 

First Baptist Church Baton Rouge 
has been a beacon of hope, providing 
outreach programs, educational initia-
tives, and charitable services that have 
positively impacted all involved. Addi-
tionally, the church fosters a strong 
sense of community and embodies the 
values of love, compassion and service 
through worship, music, education, and 
outreach continues to make a profound 
difference in the lives of individuals 
and families in Baton Rouge and be-
yond. 

On this significant milestone, we rec-
ognize and celebrate the enduring leg-
acy of First Baptist Church Baton 
Rouge and its contributions to the cul-
tural, spiritual, and social fabric of our 
community. 

It is truly an honor and privilege to 
commemorate First Baptist Church 
Baton Rouge on their 150th anniver-
sary. I ask that we extend best wishes 
for many more years of valuable min-
istry and service.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING THEODORE 
HOWARD 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, with 
my colleagues Senator JIM RISCH and 
Representatives MIKE SIMPSON and 
RUSS FULCHER, we honor Theodore 
‘‘Ted’’ Howard, who passed away on 
May 3, 2024, at the age of 76. Ted How-
ard, also known as ‘‘His Good Road,’’ 
was a strong, competent, and deeply re-
vered leader for the Shoshone-Paiute 
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Tribes, a rich source of cultural history 
and a tremendous Tribal ambassador. 

Ted was born in an extraordinary 
place, and to Idaho’s great benefit, he, 
thankfully, returned in adulthood and 
advocated for the people of the Duck 
Valley Reservation. The Duck Valley 
Indian Reservation is nearly 289,819 
acres that straddles the Idaho-Nevada 
State line in the beautiful and remote, 
high desert of Owyhee County, ID, and 
Elko County, NV. Approximately 1,700 
of the 2,000 members of the Shoshone- 
Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley also live 
on the Duck Valley Reservation. Ted 
served his people admirably for decades 
through his roles as Tribal Chairman, 
from 2017 to 2021, and as the Director of 
Cultural Resources for 25 years for the 
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes. 

Ted used his skills as a certified pilot 
to assist with medical emergencies and 
survey and protect remote Shoshone- 
Paiute cultural sites in the area. He 
has also helped overcome considerable 
natural resources challenges, including 
the Murphy Complex Fire in 2007. This 
enormous fire that burned an esti-
mated more than 650,000 acres among 
other difficulties left the Duck Valley 
Indian Reservation without power for 
nearly 2 weeks. In a news story about 
the fire, he reflected, ‘‘It was just one 
of those times when we had to make 
the best of the situation.’’ This quote 
is emblematic of his approach. He faced 
difficulties with calm, resourcefulness, 
and strength. 

From Owyhee County to Washington, 
DC, we valued working with Ted with 
his knowledge and capabilities. He was 
a central partner in helping the locally 
driven Owyhee Initiative become the 
law that reinforced the collaborative 
efforts to manage the magnificent 
landscape he cherished. Throughout, he 
worked hard to ensure the lands re-
main a sacred place for the Shoshone- 
Paiute Tribes. He was also instru-
mental in advocating the needs of the 
Tribes as we worked to advance the 
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck 
Valley Reservation Water Rights Set-
tlement Act and, later, the legislative 
fix to allow the Tribes to collect inter-
est owed from the Settlement Act. Ted 
led efforts of Tribes across the Great 
Basin working for the repatriation of 
their ancestors. 

Ted was raised as a cowboy and was 
known for his skill on a horse and 
working with leather. He took those 
lessons of hard work and commitment 
to everything he did. He was renowned 
for his service to the people. He en-
listed in the U.S. Army at the age of 16 
and served two tours in the Central 
Highlands of Vietnam. Ted’s commit-
ment to his heritage was evident 
through his service as a Sundancer, 
taking part in the annual summer 
solistic ritual, focusing on the greater 
good of the community, reconnecting 
with the earth and receiving spiritual 
guidance from ancestors. He was wide-
ly respected for his extensive cultural 
and spiritual knowledge of traditional 
Shoshone and Paiute ways and spoke 

both languages fluently. He freely 
passed on that knowledge to future 
generations. 

With heavy hearts, we say goodbye to 
Ted Howard, who was heartwarmingly 
and fittingly described by his stepson 
Phil Gover as chief, teacher, healer, 
leader, mentor, guardian, friend, out-
doorsman, cowboy, pilot, and soldier. 
We extend our deep condolences to 
Ted’s wife Gina, his children, step-
children, grandchildren, great-grand-
children, other loved ones and the 
many friends he made throughout his 
life. We also join the Shoshone-Paiute 
Tribes in mourning the loss of one of 
their great leaders. We will miss him 
greatly and have utmost respect for 
the lasting legacy he has left through 
his thoughtful work on all of our 
behalves.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING AGRI-INDUSTRIAL 
PLASTICS COMPANY 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an 
outstanding Iowa small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize Agri-Industrial 
Plastics Company of Fairfield, IA, as 
the Senate Small Business of the Week. 

In 1978, Dick Smith founded Agri-In-
dustrial Plastics Company in Fairfield, 
IA. After graduating from the Univer-
sity of Iowa with degrees in industrial 
and mechanical engineering, Dick set 
his sights on becoming an entre-
preneur, and, along with four employ-
ees and a single machine, he began to 
break into the agriculture industry. 
Because of his unique experience and 
engineering perspective, the company 
was able to specialize in items such as 
baby pig feeders and farm drains. In 
the early years, Dick worked closely 
with trade leaders to enhance the plas-
tic blow molding process in response to 
the development of new machines and 
materials to stay ahead of industry 
trends. 

Over the years, Agri-Industrial Plas-
tics has built a reputation for its capa-
bilities in plastic blow molding, serv-
ing industries from agriculture to med-
ical equipment. Due to the business’s 
rapid growth, Dick knew the next step 
was acquiring a larger facility to reach 
their potential. In 2015, he built a 
104,000-square-foot-space addition. 
Today, the company is a proud em-
ployer of over 200 people still operating 
in the same building they started in 
over 45 years ago. 

Agri-Industrial Plastics emphasizes 
sustainability and does their best to 
conserve resources by investing in fu-
ture solutions. In 2004, Agri-Industrial 
Plastics became the first nonauto-
motive custom blow molder to invest 
in technology capable of producing 
EPA-compliant fuel tanks, dem-
onstrating the company’s commitment 
to sustainability. They also installed a 
full solar roof in 2019, along with a 

Tesla battery system, marking the 
first successful solar project in the 
Midwest. All these initiatives have cut 
carbon emissions by over 10,000 tons, 
which is equivalent to planting over 
264,000 trees. 

After years of running the company, 
Dick stepped down as president, giving 
way for his daughter Lori Shaefer- 
Weaton to take the reins. However, 
Dick continued his involvement by be-
coming chairman of the board. Lori 
leads by example and works hard to in-
spire the next generation. The Manu-
facturing Institute selected her for a 
2021 STEP Ahead Award that recog-
nizes women who have exhibited excel-
lence and leadership throughout their 
careers. In 2023, Lori was named the 
Fairfield Chamber’s Outstanding Cit-
izen of the Year. Lori also chairs the 
Iowa Association of Business and In-
dustry Foundation and recently joined 
the board of Iowa State’s Center for In-
dustrial Research and Service. 

Agri-Industrial Plastics Company 
plays an active role in the Fairfield 
community and throughout Iowa by 
partnering with colleges and univer-
sities across the State to provide stu-
dents with training to obtain profes-
sional skills. In addition, the company 
contributed to the Cambridge Little 
Achievers Center, the Lord’s Cupboard 
Women’s Crisis Center, and the Jeffer-
son County Kids Childcare Center. 

Agri-Industrial Plastics Company’s 
commitment to giving back and pro-
viding high-quality products and serv-
ices is outstanding. I want to congratu-
late Dick, Lori, and the entire team at 
Agri-Industrial Plastics Company for 
their continued dedication to excel-
lence in the agriculture industry and 
cultivating the next generation. I look 
forward to seeing their continued 
growth and success in Iowa.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TRISTATE CURLS 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an 
outstanding Iowa small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize Tristate Curls of 
Sibley, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

Megan Gerken founded Tristate Curls 
in 2018 as a specialty salon to serve cli-
ents with curly and wavy hair. During 
her professional salon training, Megan 
worked in various hair salons in her 
home State of Minnesota, where she is 
a licensed cosmetologist. She grad-
uated from the Stewart Cosmetology 
School in Sioux Falls and has gone to 
Los Angeles, New York City, and Dal-
las for short-term trainings to develop 
techniques to work on curly hair. After 
working in Minneapolis for 5 years, 
Megan and her husband moved to Sib-
ley, IA, where she opened her own hair 
salon. 

Tristate Curls started in a rented 
space in Sibley before Megan purchased 
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a shop on 9th Street in 2020. Currently, 
she is the salon’s lone stylist, but that 
doesn’t stop her from bringing her pas-
sion and dedication to work every day. 
She ensures every client that walks 
into Tristate Curls doesn’t leave until 
they are happy with their new hair 
style. She also makes an effort to ex-
plain the products she uses so her cus-
tomers can recreate the same style at 
home. Megan is committed to sharing 
her wealth of knowledge with the next 
generation of hair stylists and doesn’t 
shy away from giving tips and advice. 

In addition to running Tristate Curls, 
Megan works on the family farm with 
her husband and helps raise their cat-
tle. Tristate Curls is an active member 
of the Sibley Chamber of Commerce 
and, in 2024, celebrated its sixth busi-
ness anniversary. 

Tristate Curls’ commitment to pro-
viding quality, specialized care for 
curly and wavy hair in Sibley, IA, is 
commendable. I want to congratulate 
Megan Gerken, the Gerken family, and 
Tristate Curls for their continued dedi-
cation to providing beauty care to the 
Osceola County community. I look for-
ward to seeing their continued growth 
and success in Iowa.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SETH McMASTER 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, 
today I recognize Seth McMaster, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all the hard work he has done on 
behalf of my office and the State of 
South Dakota. Mr. McMaster is a grad-
uate of O’Gorman High School in Sioux 
Falls, SD. Currently, he is attending 
Arizona State University, where he 
studies business law and business pub-
lic policy and public service. Mr. 
McMaster is a dedicated and diligent 
individual who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. He has been a true asset to 
my office. I extend my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to Mr. McMaster for 
all of the work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GRIFFIN PETERSEN 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, 
today I recognize Griffin Petersen, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all the hard work he has done on 
behalf of my office and the State of 
South Dakota. Mr. PETERSEN is a grad-
uate of Sully Buttes High School in 
Onida, SD. Currently, he is attending 
the University of South Dakota, where 
he studies political science and crimi-
nal justice. Mr. PETERSEN is a dedi-
cated and diligent individual who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. He has been 
a true asset to my office. I extend my 
sincere thanks and appreciation to Mr. 
PETERSEN for all of the work he has 
done and wish him continued success in 
the years to come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO LILY SNEESBY 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, 
today I recognize Lily Sneesby, an in-
tern in my Washington, DC, office, for 
all the hard work she has done on be-
half of my office and the State of 
South Dakota. Ms. Sneesby is a grad-
uate of Spearfish High School in Spear-
fish, SD. Currently, she is attending 
Pace University NYC, where she stud-
ies business management and finance. 
Ms. Sneesby is a dedicated and diligent 
individual who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of her internship ex-
perience. She has been a true asset to 
my office. I extend my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to Ms. Sneesby for all 
of the work she has done and wish her 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELLA WATERWORTH 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, 
today I recognize Ella Waterworth, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all the hard work she has done on 
behalf of my office and the State of 
South Dakota. Ms. Waterworth is a 
graduate of St. Croix Falls High School 
in St. Croix Falls, WI. Currently, she is 
attending South Dakota State Univer-
sity, where she studies communica-
tions, political science, and public rela-
tions. Ms. Waterworth is a dedicated 
and diligent individual who has been 
devoted to getting the most out of her 
internship experience. She has been a 
true asset to my office. I extend my 
sincere thanks and appreciation to Ms. 
Waterworth for all of the work she has 
done and wish her continued success in 
the years to come.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING LOGAN CHARLES 
STRYKER 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise to honor the life of Logan 
Charles Stryker who passed away on 
July 13, 2024, at just 10 years old. In Oc-
tober 2022, Logan was diagnosed with a 
rare form of bone cancer. Following his 
diagnosis, Logan showed amazing cour-
age and was a wonderful philanthropist 
in southwest Florida, raising an incred-
ible amount of money to help others in 
his community. In 2023, he was named 
the Outstanding Philanthropic Youth 
in southwest Florida after raising over 
$30,000 for Golisano’s Children Hospital. 
Logan also raised a significant amount 
of money for ‘‘Barbara’s Friends,’’ the 
hospital’s pediatric cancer fund. This 
work to help other children with can-
cer is an incredible mission that will 
inspire all who read his story. While 
his time on this Earth was far too 
short, the power of Logan’s generosity 
and selfless work to help others will 
undoubtedly benefit and positively in-
fluence others for many years to come. 
Logan Charles Stryker was a resident 
of Estero, FL, and is survived by his 
parents Scott and Rachel Stryker and 
his younger brother Griffin. 

TRIBUTE TO PATRICK 
FITZPATRICK 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Madam President, 
today I would like to honor the career 
and service of a distinguished Mon-
tanan and U.S. Navy veteran, Captain 
Patrick J. Fitzpatrick. 

Captain Fitzpatrick has faithfully 
served our country in the Navy for 33 
years, including serving 25 of those 
years on Active Duty. And after three 
deployments, two tours overseas, and 
being stationed across multiple States, 
Captain Fitzpatrick is retiring from 
military service and finally returning 
home to Montana. 

A native son of the Treasure State, 
Captain Fitzpatrick was raised in Mis-
soula. He is the second generation of a 
three-generation Navy family and 
worked as a cabinet installer in west-
ern Montana before answering the call 
to duty and enlisting as a SEABEE in 
the Naval Reserve in 1992. Not long 
after, he was commissioned as a Re-
serve nurse corps officer in 1998 and 
soon transferred to Active Duty in 2000. 

Captain Fitzpatrick began his Ac-
tive-Duty career serving as an emer-
gency/trauma registered nurse at Naval 
Hospital Bremerton in Washington 
State. From there, he went on to serve 
at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Naples, 
Italy, before attending the University 
of Texas Health Science Center in 
Houston. He then served as an emer-
gency clinical nurse specialist and 
emergency nurse practitioner at the 
Naval Hospital in Jacksonville, FL, 
where he was instrumental in helping 
implement their flu clinic during the 
2009 flu pandemic. 

After Jacksonville, Captain 
Fitzpatrick was deployed to the Joint 
Forces Role-III hospital at Bastion in 
Helmand, Afghanistan, where he served 
as a trauma coordinator for the Joint 
Theater Trauma System and partici-
pated in wartime trauma research. He 
was then transferred to U.S. Naval Hos-
pital in Guam to serve as the com-
mand’s transition coordinator. There, 
he oversaw the final design and outfit-
ting of a multimillion-dollar state-of- 
the-art replacement hospital, all while 
ensuring hospital services did not 
lapse. 

Captain Fitzpatrick deployed once 
again as a surgical care coordinator to 
the USNS Comfort as part of Con-
tinuing Promises 2015, a humanitarian 
mission to 11 countries in South and 
Central America. When he returned 
home, he then served as the associate 
director of medical services at Naval 
Medical Center Portsmouth Virginia 
before becoming the executive officer 
of Naval Health Clinic Cherry Point, 
NC. In August 2021, he returned to the 
place his Active-Duty career began, 
Navy Hospital Bremerton, to serve as 
the commanding officer and director of 
the Navy Medicine Readiness and 
Training Command and hospital. 

In recognition of his incredible serv-
ice and career, Captain Fitzpatrick has 
received the Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal, 
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the Joint Service Achievement Medal, 
and the Navy Achievement Medal. 

It is my honor to commemorate Cap-
tain Fitzpatrick’s incredible service to 
our country. Patrick, on behalf of my-
self and a grateful nation, I thank you 
and extend our deepest appreciation to 
you and your family for your enduring 
service and sacrifices. Your exemplary 
service in the Navy is what makes our 
country the greatest in the world and 
Montana the Last Best Place. You are 
a true patriot, and after 33 years of 
service, Montana is proud to welcome 
you and your family back home to the 
Treasure State.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ARLYNE REICHERT 
∑ Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor the memory of an 
outstanding Montanan and leader. 

Arlyne Reichert was one of Mon-
tana’s greatest public servants, whose 
legacy is as a State legislator, a Cas-
cade County Study Commissioner, a 
trustee on the Great Falls Public Li-
brary Board, a founder and president of 
the Great Falls Chapter of the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, an officer for the 
Great Falls Public Radio Association, a 
president of the Great Falls Chapter of 
the Montana Rhodes Scholarship Com-
mittee, a chair of the National Civic 
League, a member of the Montana 
Comprehensive Health Council of the 
U.S. Civil Rights Commission, a mem-
ber of the committee responsible for 
the magnificent restoration of Mon-
tana’s State Capitol, and the driving 
force behind the preservation of what 
was once called the Tenth Street 
Bridge. 

Her service led her to be a delegate at 
Montana’s Constitutional Convention, 
playing a pivotal role in the vision of 
our State’s constitution, a document 
that has continued to embody Montana 
values and forge the way for the great-
er good in the Treasure State. 

Arlyne’s legacy was one of service. 
That legacy includes many things we 
can still see today: a constitution, a 
bridge, a public radio presence, a med-
ical research institution. But her leg-
acy also includes contributions that we 
can’t see, shaping the character that 
defines Montana politics: fairness, 
service, and love for State and country. 

Arlyne was a true Montanan. She 
never failed to meet challenges, reach 
across the aisle, and fight for her com-
munity at every turn. Her commitment 
to Great Falls and the common good 
left a lasting mark on Montana, and I 
think we can all learn a thing or two 
from her. 

As the late Montana reporter Chuck 
Johnson once noted, Arlyne Reichert 
was a Montana treasure. 

I stand today to thank her and to ask 
that we remember her by taking a mo-
ment to honor the heroes in each of our 
lives.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE BRIGGS 
∑ Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, today 
I rise to commend George Briggs for 

his remarkable 37-year tenure as execu-
tive director of the North Carolina Ar-
boretum. 

Under Executive Director Briggs’ 
guidance, the arboretum has flour-
ished, boasting a dedicated staff of 150 
and an additional 350 volunteers. His 
leadership has been instrumental in 
earning the arboretum the distinction 
of America’s Best Botanical Garden by 
Newsweek. Throughout his career, he 
has been a driving force in North Caro-
lina’s green industry and tourism econ-
omy. 

The arboretum welcomes over 600,000 
visitors and 100,000 students annually, 
offering innovative educational pro-
grams and a serene environment of 
natural beauty. 

Prior to his tenure, Mr. Briggs served 
as a professor of horticulture at Vir-
ginia Tech and as executive director of 
the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. As 
president of the American Public Gar-
dens Association and as the founder 
and chair of the inaugural World Con-
gress of Botanical Gardens held in 
Asheville, he worked to establish a pol-
icy framework for plant conservation 
in public gardens worldwide. 

A native of Reidsville, NC, Mr. Briggs 
has championed numerous economic 
development initiatives that have bol-
stered Asheville’s climate science and 
business sectors and North Carolina’s 
natural products economy. 

This year, Mr. Briggs announced his 
retirement from the arboretum, mark-
ing the end of a career characterized by 
unwavering dedication to Asheville and 
our State. I extend my heartfelt 
thanks to Executive Director Briggs 
for his lifelong commitment, and I wish 
him and his family all the best as he 
embarks on this new chapter of his 
life.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. NORVELL V. 
COOTS 

∑ Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor Brigadier 
General (Ret.) Norvell Vandervall 
Coots, MD, MSS, FAAD, a distin-
guished healthcare and military leader 
who passed away on June 12, 2024. Dr. 
Coots dedicated his life to serving our 
Nation and improving the health and 
well-being of countless lives. 

Dr. Coots retired from the U.S. Army 
in 2016, culminating his distinguished 
36-year military career as commanding 
general of Regional Health Command 
Europe, concurrent with his post as 
command surgeon for the U.S. Army 
Europe and 7th Army. Throughout his 
service, Dr. Coots held numerous key 
positions, including deputy com-
manding general of the U.S. Army 
Medical Command, Assistant Surgeon 
General for Force Projection at the 
Pentagon, and Surgeon General for the 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. He also 
served as the final commander of the 
historic Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in Washington, DC. Dr. Coots’ 
extensive military accomplishments 

earned him international recognition 
in the form of both the U.S. Army’s 
Distinguished Service Medal and the 
French Legion of Honor, among many 
others. 

Dr. Coots served as the president and 
CEO of Holy Cross Health in Mont-
gomery County, MD, for 7 years. Under 
his guidance, Holy Cross Health be-
came a regional leader in comprehen-
sive cancer care. Dr. Coots also estab-
lished the Trinity Health Military and 
Veterans Healthcare Program, address-
ing the unique needs of military 
servicemembers, veterans, and their 
families. Notably, the National Med-
ical Association acknowledged Dr. 
Coots’ dedication and achievement by 
awarding him the Scroll of Merit. 

Following his appointment to Mary-
land’s COVID–19 Task Force, Dr. Coots 
served as chair of the board of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health’s Clinical 
Center Hospital. In this role, he was in-
strumental in overseeing operations 
and fortifying a culture of safety and 
high-quality clinical care. His leader-
ship was pivotal in strengthening the 
practices of oversight and compliance, 
ensuring that the NIH Clinical Center 
maintained its high standard of excel-
lence. In addition to leadership roles as 
chairman of the Board for Maryland 
Physicians Care, with the American 
Academy of Dermatology, and on the 
American Hospital Association Board 
of Trustees, Dr. Coots received recogni-
tion from the Pearl S. Buck Society for 
his contributions to the development of 
a healthcare program for orphans in 
Korea. He also founded Project 
Moldova, a charity organization for vo-
cational training for children in 
Moldovan orphanages and boarding 
schools. 

Personally, Van was a trusted and 
treasured member of my United States 
Uniformed Service Academy Advisory 
Board, helping to select and shepherd 
the next generation of military leaders. 
His vision and passion for mentoring 
poignantly built on his own legacy of 
excellence in public service, and gen-
erations across our Nation and around 
the world will feel the ripple effects of 
his good works. 

I extend my deepest condolences and 
gratitude to Dr. Coots’ family, includ-
ing his wife Claudia and their children 
Maximilian and Catalina and to his 
colleagues. His legacy of service, lead-
ership, and excellence will continue to 
inspire us all.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL ESTEE 
PINCHASIN 

∑ Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor COL Estee 
Pinchasin, outgoing commander of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Balti-
more District. Since her commis-
sioning as a second lieutenant in 1998, 
Colonel Pinchasin has diligently served 
our country through a remarkable ten-
ure with the corps. Appointed to the 
role of commander on July 16, 2021, 
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Colonel Pinchasin took on this respon-
sibility with enthusiasm and dedica-
tion. 

Throughout her time as commander, 
Colonel Pinchasin has demonstrated ef-
fective leadership and command of ap-
proximately 1,200 employees, while 
overseeing critical engineering and 
construction programs for the mid-At-
lantic region. Colonel Pinchasin has 
been responsible for roughly 7,000 miles 
of coastline, including the Susque-
hanna River, Potomac River, and 
Chesapeake Bay watersheds. Delivering 
on critical solutions to support dis-
aster resiliency, construction of Fed-
eral facilities, and environmental res-
toration, Colonel Pinchasin has empha-
sized partnership and coordination 
with local organizations to meet the 
goals of the Corps of Engineers. 

After the fall of Kabul in 2021, Colo-
nel Pinchasin successfully imple-
mented multiple operational logistical 
hubs, which allowed for the rapid proc-
essing of evacuees from Afghanistan. 
Stemming from her previous experi-
ence as corps officer in charge in 
Kandahar, Colonel Pinchasin under-
stood the importance of ensuring a 
comfortable and warm welcome for ref-
ugees. Her deep-seated values of re-
spect and collaboration have led to 
more than a dozen awards and decora-
tions throughout her career so far, in-
cluding the NATO and Meritorious 
Service Medals. 

In recent months, we have seen the 
tremendous results of Colonel 
Pinchasin’s leadership. In the after-
math of Maryland’s Francis Scott Key 
Bridge collapse in late March 2024, her 
work through the Unified Command 
made it possible for the corps to have 
an impact in Baltimore that has been 
nothing short of exemplary. Her stead-
fast leadership and operational exper-
tise were instrumental in the execution 
of recovery operations, which were 
critical to clearing debris and restoring 
access to the Fort McHenry Channel. 
Her effective use of mobilized resources 
facilitated a swift and efficient re-
sponse that provided the Unified Com-
mand with the technical expertise 
needed to ensure success. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Colonel Pinchasin for her 
outstanding leadership and service as 
commander of the Baltimore District, 
and I wish her continued success in her 
subsequent posts.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2023, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on July 23, 2024, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

H.R. 1105. An act to amend the DNA Anal-
ysis Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 to reau-
thorize the Debbie Smith DNA Backlog 
Grant Program, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3019. An act to establish an inspec-
tions regime for the Bureau of Prisons, and 
for other purposes. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of July 23, 2024, the enrolled 
bills, except H.R. 1105, were subse-
quently signed on July 23, 2024, during 
the adjournment of the Senate, by the 
Acting President pro tempore (Mr. 
OSSOFF). 

The enrolled bill H.R. 1105 was subse-
quently signed on July 23, 2024, during 
the adjournment of the Senate, by the 
President pro tempore (Mrs. MUR-
RAY). 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:43 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 1973. An act to require the purchase of 
domestically made flags of the United States 
of America for use by the Federal Govern-
ment. 

S. 3249. An act to designate the outpatient 
clinic of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Wyandotte County, Kansas City, Kansas, 
as the ‘‘Captain Elwin Shopteese VA Clinic’’. 

S. 3285. An act to rename the community- 
based outpatient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in Butte, Montana, as the 
‘‘Charlie Dowd VA Clinic’’. 

S. 4548. An act to make a technical correc-
tion to the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2024 by repealing section 
5101 and enacting an updated version of the 
Foreign Extortion Prevention Act. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills 
and joint resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 890. An act to increase access to agen-
cy guidance documents. 

H.R. 2969. An act to establish an Inde-
pendent Financial Technology Working 
Group to Combat Terrorism and Illicit Fi-
nancing, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4136. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Plano, Texas as the ‘‘U.S. 
Congressman Sam Johnson Memorial VA 
Clinic’’. 

H.R. 6162. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 379 North Oates Street in Dothan, Ala-
bama, as the ‘‘LaBruce ‘Bruce’ Tidwell Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 7280. An act to require the Inspector 
General of the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development to testify before the 
Congress annually, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7333. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs medical center in West 
Palm Beach, Florida, as the ‘‘Thomas H. 
Corey VA Medical Center’’. 

H.R. 7377. An act to amend the Federal Oil 
and Gas Royalty Management Act of 1982 to 
improve the management of royalties from 
oil and gas leases, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7385. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 29 Franklin Street in Petersburg, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘‘John Mercer Langston Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 8812. An act to provide for improve-
ments to the rivers and harbors of the United 
States, to provide for the conservation and 
development of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes. 

H.J. Res. 165. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Education re-
lating to ‘‘Non-Discrimination on the Basis 
of Sex in Education Programs or Activities 
Receiving Federal Financial Assistance.’’ 

The message further announced that 
the House having proceeded to recon-
sider the resolution (H.J. Res. 109) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion relating to ‘‘Staff Accounting Bul-
letin No. 121’’, returned by the Presi-
dent of the United States with his ob-
jections, to the House of Representa-
tives, in which it originated, it was re-
solved, that the said joint resolution do 
not pass, two-thirds of the House of 
Representatives not agreeing to pass 
the same. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following reso-
lution: 

H. Res. 1366. Resolution relative to the 
death of the Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee, 
a Representative from the State of Texas. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 890. An act to increase access to agen-
cy guidance documents; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 2969. An act to establish an Inde-
pendent Financial Technology Working 
Group to Combat Terrorism and Illicit Fi-
nancing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 4136. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Plano, Texas, as the ‘‘U.S. 
Congressman Sam Johnson Memorial VA 
Clinic’’; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 6162. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 379 North Oates Street in Dothan, Ala-
bama, as the ‘‘LaBruce ‘Bruce’ Tidwell Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 7280. An act to require the Inspector 
General of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to testify before the 
Congress annually, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 
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H.R. 7333. An act to name the Department 

of Veterans Affairs medical center in West 
Palm Beach, Florida, as the ‘‘Thomas H. 
Corey VA Medical Center’’; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 7385. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 29 Franklin Street in Petersburg, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘‘John Mercer Langston Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 4727. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to clarify the nature of judicial 
review of agency interpretations of statutory 
and regulatory provisions. 

H.R. 8281. An act to amend the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to require 
proof of United States citizenship to register 
an individual to vote in elections for Federal 
office, and for other purposes. 

The following joint resolution was 
read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and placed on the 
calendar: 

H.J. Res. 165. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Education re-
lating to ‘‘Nondiscrimination on the Basis of 
Sex in Education Programs or Activities Re-
ceiving Federal Financial Assistance’’. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5279. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22771’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–1687)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 9, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5280. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Embraer S.A. (Type Certificate Previously 
Held by Yabora Industria Aeronautica S.A.; 
Embraer S.A) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22772’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–1688)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 9, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5281. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of United 
States Area Navigation Routes Q–143 and T– 
467 in Southern Utah’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–2567)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
9, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5282. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 

transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment and Revocation 
of Multiple Air Traffic Service (ATS) Routes; 
Eastern United States’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–2314)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
9, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5283. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Colored Fed-
eral Airway Blue 9 (B–9); Eastern United 
States’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2195)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 9, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5284. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4118’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31551)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 9, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5285. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4117’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31550)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 9, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5286. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Jet Route J–220; Eastern United 
States’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–1413)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 9, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5287. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Lindstrand Balloons Ltd. Hot Air Balloons; 
Amendment 39–22777’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–1700)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
9, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5288. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Dallas-Fort Worth, TX’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0948)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
16, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5289. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation Air-
planes; Amendment 39–22761’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–1476)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5290. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of VOR Federal 
Airways V–48, V–52, V–216 and V–434, and 
Revocation of VOR Federal Airway V–206 in 
the Vicinity of Ottumwa, IA’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2483)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5291. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of VOR Federal 
Airway V–220 and Revocation of VOR Fed-
eral Airways V–79, V–380 in the Vicinity of 
Hastings, NE’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–2466)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5292. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class C Air-
space Description; Manchester Boston Re-
gional Airport, NH’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2024–1457)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5293. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
GA8 Airvan (Pty) Ltd Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22742’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0234)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5294. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Nashua, NH’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2024–0632)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5295. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Desmet, SD’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–2503)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–5296. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Colored Fed-
eral Airway Blue 28 (B–28) in the Vicinity of 
Sitka, Alaska’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–2200)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5297. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
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a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Alaskan Very 
High Frequency Omnidirectional Range Fed-
eral Airway V–508 in the Vicinity of Aniak, 
AK’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023– 
2006)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5298. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Greenville, NC’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1004)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–5299. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Colored Fed-
eral Airway Amber 15 and Amendment of 
Alaskan Very High Frequency 
Omnidirectional Range Federal Airway V–428 
in Alaska’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–2363)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5300. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
International Aero Engines, AG Engines, 
Amendment 39–22764’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0041)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–5301. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Lincoln Airport, Lincoln, MT’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0562)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5302. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Colored Fed-
eral Airway Amber 1 (A–1) in Alaska’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–2346)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5303. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters; Amendment 39– 
22747’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0235)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5304. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus Canada Limited Partnership (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by C Series Air-
craft Limited Partnership (CSALP); Bom-
bardier Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 

22743’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–1292)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5305. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus Canada Limited Partnership (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by C Series Air-
craft Limited Partnership (CSALP); Bom-
bardier, Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22757’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–1471)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5306. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 30–22738’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0040)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5307. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
MHI RJ Aviation ULC (Type Certificate Pre-
viously Held by Bombardier, Inc .) Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22755’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0219)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–5308. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22750’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2003)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5309. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; York, ME’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2024–0583)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5310. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Very High 
Frequency Omnidirectional Range Federal 
Airway V–4 in the Vicinity of Burley, ID’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–1849)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5311. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 

4119’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31553)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5312. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4120’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024– 
1457)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5313. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Modification of Restricted 
Areas R–4201A and R–4201B; Camp Grayling, 
MI’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023– 
1972)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5314. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus Helicopters; Amendment 39–22756’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0038)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5315. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Fort Yates, ND’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0315)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–5316. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D and 
Class E Airspace; Cincinnati, OH’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0542)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5317. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Modification of Class E Air-
space; Yerington Municipal Airport, 
Yerington, NV’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2024–0635)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5318. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of VOR Federal 
Airways V–13, V–133, and V–300, and United 
States RNAV Route T–331; Establishment of 
Canadian RNAV Routes Q–924, T–765, T–776, 
and T–810; and Revocation of Jet Route J–533 
and VOR Federal Airway V–348; Northcentral 
United States’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–2326)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 
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EC–5319. A communication from the Man-

agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of VOR Federal 
Airway V–360; Northcentral United States’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–1226)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5320. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Jet Route J– 
89 and VOR Federal Airway V–161, and Estab-
lishment of Canadian RNAV Route Q–834; 
Northcentral United States’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2983)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5321. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Covington, KY’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0543)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–5322. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Administrator, Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety Administration, 
Department of Transportation, received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 17, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5323. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; Savannah River, Savannah, GA’’ 
((RIN1625–AA00) (Docket No. USCG–2024– 
0405)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5324. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; Locks and Dam 3, Monongahela River 
Mile Marker 23.5 to 24.5, Elizabeth, PA’’ 
((RIN1625–AA08) (Docket No. USCG–2024– 
0413)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5325. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; 2024 Duluth Air Spectacular, Lake Su-
perior, Duluth, MN’’ ((RIN1625–AA00) (Dock-
et No. USCG–2024–0222)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5326. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; M/V DALI, Transit from the Maryland/ 
Virginia Line, Chesapeake Bay, Thimble 
Shoal Channel, Norfolk Harbor, and Eliza-
beth River, Norfolk, VA’’ ((RIN1625–AA00) 
(Docket No. USCG–2024–0552)) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 

of the President of the Senate on July 17, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5327. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; M/V DALI, Moored in the Elizabeth 
River, Norfolk, VA’’ ((RIN1625–AA00) (Docket 
No. USCG–2024–0563)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5328. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Special 
Local Regulation; Clear Lake, Clear Creek, 
TX’’ ((RIN1625–AA08) (Docket No. USCG– 
2024–0207)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5329. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; Black River, Baltimore County, MD’’ 
((RIN1625–AA00) (Docket No. USCG–2024– 
0541)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5330. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; M/V Dali, Transit to Maryland/Vir-
ginia Line, Chesapeake Bay and Patapsco 
River, Baltimore MD’’ ((RIN1625–AA00) 
(Docket No. USCG–2024–0547)) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 17, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5331. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rule: Valparaiso, Flor-
ida, Terminal Area’’ ((RIN2120–AM01) (Dock-
et No. FAA–2024–1669)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 18, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5332. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rule: Removal of 
Check Pilot Medical Certificate Require-
ment’’ ((RIN2120–AL12) (Docket No. FAA– 
2019–0360)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 18, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5333. A communication from the Dep-
uty Associate General Counsel for Regu-
latory Affairs, Office of the General Counsel, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Civil Monetary Penalty Adjustments 
for Inflation’’ (RIN1601–AB11) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
9, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5334. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Adviser, Office of the Legal Adviser, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Conti-
nental Shelf and Maritime Boundaries’’ 
(RIN1400–AF75) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 9, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5335. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Sponsor-
ship Identification Requirements for Foreign 
Government-Provided Programming’’ ((MB 
Docket No. 20–299) (FCC 24–61)) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 17, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5336. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Section 73.3556 of the Commission’s 
Rules Regarding Duplication of Program-
ming on Commonly Owned Radio Stations; 
Modernization of Media Regulation Initia-
tive’’ ((MB Docket Nos. 19–310 and 17–105) 
(FCC 24–66)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5337. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor of the Regulatory Affairs Divi-
sion, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safe-
ty Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Pipeline Safety: Re-
quirement of Valve Installation and Min-
imum Rupture Detection Standards: Re-
sponse to Petition for Reconsideration; Addi-
tional Technical Corrections’’ (RIN2137– 
AF06) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5338. A communication from the Ma-
rine Resources Management Specialist, Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Taking Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; 
Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to the 
New England Wind Project, Offshore Massa-
chusetts’’ (RIN0648–BL96) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5339. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program’’ 
(RIN0560–AI67) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 16, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–5340. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘U.S. Grade Standards for Grades of 
Pecans in the Shell and Shelled Pecans’’ 
(Docket No. AMS–SC–21–0039) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 16, 
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–5341. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Tomatoes Grown in Florida; In-
creased Assessment Rate’’ (Docket No. AMS– 
SC–23–0063) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 16, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–5342. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Crop Insurance Cor-
poration, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
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entitled ‘‘Expanding Options for Specialty 
and Organic Flowers’’ (RIN0563–AC85) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 16, 2024; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5343. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Rural Development, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘An-
nouncement of the Availability of Puerto 
Rico Rural Partners Network Rural Commu-
nity Development Initiative’’ received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 16, 
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–5344. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Metamitron; Pes-
ticide Tolerance for Emergency Exemptions’’ 
(FRL No. 12054–01–OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 9, 
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry . 

EC–5345. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trichoderma 
atroviride strain K5 NRRL B–50520; Exemp-
tion From the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ 
(FRL No. 10420–01–OCSPP) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2024; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–5346. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Gluconobacter 
cerinus strain BC18B and Hanseniaspora 
uvarum strain BC18Y; Exemptions From the 
Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 10898– 
01–OCSPP) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–5347. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of nine (9) offi-
cers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of brigadier general in accordance with 
title 10, United States Code, section 777; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5348. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and 
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to a review of the Sen-
tinel Intercontinental Ballistic Missile pro-
gram; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5349. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Office of the 
Secretary, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Architect and Engineering 
Service Fees (DFARS Case 2024–D019)’’ 
(RIN0750–AM16) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 16, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5350. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Bureau of the Fiscal Service, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law , the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Surety Companies Doing Business With the 
United States’’ (RIN1530–AA20) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 16, 
2024; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5351. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Industrial Base Policy), transmitting, pur-
suant to law, an interim response to the re-
porting requirement regarding the Defense 
Production Act Fund Manager to submit a 
report regarding activities of the Fund dur-
ing the previous fiscal year; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–5352. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13441 with respect to Leb-
anon; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5353. A communication from the Con-
gressional and Public Affairs Specialist, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Addition of En-
tities on the Entity List’’ (RIN0694–AJ66) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 18, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5354. A communication from the Con-
gressional and Public Affairs Specialist, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘The Unverified 
List; Additions and Removals’’ (RIN0694– 
AJ70) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 18, 2024; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5355. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Res-
olution Plans Required for Insured Deposi-
tory Institutions With $100 Billion or More 
in Total Assets; Informational Filings Re-
quired for Insured Depository Institutions 
With at Least $50 Billion but Less Than $100 
Billion in Total Assets’’ (RIN3064–AF90) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 18, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5356. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency that was originally 
declared in Executive Order 13581 of July 24, 
2011, with respect to significant 
transnational criminal organizations; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–5357. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13882 of July 26, 2019, with 
respect to the situation in Mali; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–5358. A communication from the Con-
gressional and Public Affairs Specialist, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Additions to 
the Entity List’’ (RIN0694–AJ73) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 9, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5359. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Updates to Floodplain Man-
agement and Protection of Wetlands Regula-
tions to Implement the Federal Flood Risk 
Management Standard’’ (RIN1660–AB12) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 18, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5360. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-

mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Registration for 
Index-Linked Annuities and Registered Mar-
ket Value Adjustment Annuities; Amend-
ments to Form N–4 for Index-Linked Annu-
ities, Registered Market Value Adjustment 
Annuities, and Variable Annuities; Other 
Technical Amendments’’ (RIN3235–AN30) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 16, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5361. A communication from the Chief 
of Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Threatened Species Status for 
Mount Rainier White-tailed Ptarmigan with 
a Section 4(d) Rule’’ (RIN1018–BE71) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–5362. A communication from the Senior 
Attorney Advisor/Regulations Officer, Fed-
eral Highway Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Tribal 
Transportation Facility Bridge Program’’ 
(RIN2125–AF91) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5363. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ap-
proval of American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers’ Code Cases and Update Fre-
quency’’ (RIN3150–AK23) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works . 

EC–5364. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
OR; Permitting Rule Revisions’’ (FRL No. 
11366–02–R10) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5365. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Ohio; OAC Chapter 3745–17 Particulate Mat-
ter’’ (FRL No. 11775–02–R5) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2024; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–5366. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Connecticut; Source Monitoring, Record 
Keeping and Reporting; Correction’’ (FRL 
No. 11783–03–R1) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5367. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
FL; General Provisions Repeals and Amend-
ments’’ (FRL No. 11927–02–R4) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 
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EC–5368. A communication from the Asso-

ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
GA; Revisions to the State Implementation 
Plan Gasoline Transport Vehicles and Vapor 
Collection Systems Rule’’ (FRL No. 11955–02– 
R4) received during adjournment of the Sen-
ate in the Office of the President of the Sen-
ate on July 15, 2024; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–5369. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘The 
Medicare Secondary Payer Commercial Re-
payment Center in Fiscal Year 2023’’; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–5370. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Automatic Method 
Change to the Allowance Charge-off Method 
under Section 166’’ (Rev. Proc. 2024–30) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 18, 2024; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5371. A communication from the Chief 
of Procedure and Administration, Internal 
Revenue Service, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Excise Tax on Repur-
chase of Corporate Stock - Procedure and 
Administration’’ (RIN1545–BQ60) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5372. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 14078 of July 19, 2022, with 
respect to hostage-taking and the wrongful 
detention of United States nationals abroad; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5373. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Depart-
ment of State 2024 Civil Monetary Penalties 
Inflationary Adjustment’’ (RIN1400–AF72) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 16, 2024; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–5374. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the intent to exer-
cise under section 506(a)(1) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, to provide assistance to 
Ukraine, including for self-defense and bor-
der security operations; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–5375. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed amendment 
for the export of defense articles, including 
technical data, and defense services to Israel 
in the amount of $1,000,000 or more and the 
manufacture of significant military equip-
ment abroad (Transmittal No. DDTC 23–074); 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5376. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license amendment for the export 
of defense articles, including technical data, 
and defense services to the United Kingdom 
in the amount of $50,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 23–069); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5377. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of defense ar-
ticles, including technical data, and defense 
services to Singapore in the amount of 
$50,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 
24–006); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5378. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of firearms, 
parts, and components abroad controlled 
under Category I of the U.S. Munitions List 
to Israel in the amount of $1,000,000 or more 
(Transmittal No. DDTC 24–008); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5379. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license amendment for the export 
of defense articles, including technical data, 
and defense services to various countries in 
the amount of $50,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 23–104); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5380. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of firearms, 
parts, and components controlled under Cat-
egory I of the U.S. Munitions List to Qatar 
in the amount of $1,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 23–103); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5381. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the intent to exer-
cise the authority under section 506(a)(1) of 
the FAA and 614(a)(1) of the FAA to provide 
military assistance to Ukraine, including for 
self-defense and border security operations; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5382. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘De-
termination Under Section 506(a)(1) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (FAA) to Pro-
vide Military Assistance to Ukraine’’; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5383. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator, Bureau for 
Management, U.S. Agency for International 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘USAID Acquisi-
tion Regulation: Planning, Collection, and 
Submission of Digital Information; Submis-
sion of Activity Monitoring, Evaluation, and 
Learning Plan to USAID’’ (RIN0412–AA90) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 3, 2024; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–5384. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator, Bureau for 
Management, U.S. Agency for International 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘USAID Acquisi-
tion Regulation: Security and Information 
Technology Requirements’’ (RIN0412–AA87) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 3, 2024; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–5385. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator, Bureau for 
Management, U.S. Agency for International 

Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘U.S. Agency for 
International Development Acquisition Reg-
ulation; Administrative Updates’’ (RIN0412– 
AA88) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 3, 2024; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–5386. A communication from the Execu-
tive Assistant, National Park Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Alaska; Hunting and Trapping in National 
Preserves’’ (RIN1024–AE70) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 18, 2024; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5387. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Employment and Training, 
Department of Labor, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) for the report entitled ‘‘Bridging the 
Gap for New Americans’’; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5388. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Report on 
the Children’s Hospitals Graduate Medical 
Education (CHGME) Payment Program’’; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–5389. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘National 
Health Service Corps Report to Congress for 
2022’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5390. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Workers’ Compensation 
Programs, Department of Labor, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Claims for Compensation Under the 
Energy Employees Occupational Illness 
Compensation Program Act’’ (RIN1240–AA19) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5391. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Allocation of Assets in Sin-
gle-Employer Plans; Interest Assumptions 
for Valuing Benefits’’ (29 CFR Part 4044) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 18, 2024; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5392. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Services, 
Office of General Counsel, Department of 
Education, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rulemaking 
and Guidance Procedures’’ (RIN1801–AA22) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 9, 2024; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5393. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Assets for 
Independence Program Report to Congress: 
Status at the Conclusion of the Nineteenth 
Year, Fiscal Year 2018’’; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5394. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for Policy, Mine 
Safety and Health Administration, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Funding 
Opportunity Announcement for Brookwood- 
Sago Mine Safety Grants’’ received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; 
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to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5395. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Pediatric 
Research in Fiscal Years 2021 and 2022’’; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–5396. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Office of the National 
Coordinator for Health IT, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘21st Century Cures Act: Establishment of 
Disincentives for Health Care Providers That 
Have Committed Information Blocking’’ 
(RIN0955–AA05) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 3, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–5397. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Au-
thorization for Use of Brominated Vegetable 
Oil in Food’’ (RIN0910–AI81) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 3, 2024; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5398. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Report to Congress on the Physicians’ 
Comparability Allowance Program’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–5399. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Secretariat Division, 
Office of Governmentwide Policy, General 
Services Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘General Services Administration Acquisi-
tion Regulation (GSAR); Removing the GSA 
Payments Clause for Non-Commercial Con-
tracts’’ (RIN3090–AK55) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 16, 2024; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5400. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Secretariat Division, 
Office of Governmentwide Policy, General 
Services Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘General Services Administration Acquisi-
tion Regulation (GSAR); Standardizing the 
Identification of Deviations in the General 
Services Administration Acquisition Regula-
tion’’ (RIN3090–AK57) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 16, 2024; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5401. A communication from the Dep-
uty Archivist of the United States, National 
Archives and Records Administration, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Federal Records Management: 
Digitizing Temporary Records’’ (RIN3095– 
AC18) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–5402. A communication from the Dep-
uty Archivist of the United States, National 
Archives and Records Administration, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Federal Records Management: Dig-
ital Photographs’’ (RIN3095–AC17) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5403. A communication from the Dep-
uty Archivist of the United States, National 
Archives and Records Administration, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Federal Records Management: GAO 
Concurrence’’ (RIN3095–AC17) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 17, 
2024; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5404. A communication from the Board 
Members, Railroad Retirement Board, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an annual report 
relative to the Board’s compliance with the 
Government in the Sunshine Act during cal-
endar year 2023; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5405. A communication from the Chief 
Diversity Officer and Director, Office of Mi-
nority and Women Inclusion, Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Commission’s fiscal 
year 2023 annual report relative to the Noti-
fication and Federal Employee Antidiscrimi-
nation and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR 
Act) received in the Office of the President 
pro tempore; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5406. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department of Education’s Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from October 1, 2023 through 
March 31, 2024; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5407. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–500, ‘‘Revised Project Labor 
Agreement Cost Threshold Amendment Act 
of 2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5408. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Uniform Re-
source Locator (URL) for the Department of 
Defense’s annual report on the consolidated 
financial statement audit for fiscal year 2023; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5409. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘FY 2022 Report for Violence Against 
Women Act Reauthorization of 2022 Women 
in Federal Incarceration’’ received in the Of-
fice of the President pro tempore; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–5410. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS) Annual Report for fiscal year 2023 re-
ceived in the Office of the President pro tem-
pore; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–5411. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, an annual report to Congress concerning 
intercepted wire, oral, or electronic commu-
nications; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–5412. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS) Annual Report for fiscal year 2023 re-
ceived in the Office of the President pro tem-
pore; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–5413. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Adaptive Equipment Allowance’’ (RIN2900– 

AP39) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–5414. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘VA Health Professional Scholarship Pro-
gram’’ (RIN2900–AR98) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 17, 2024; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–5415. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trichoderma 
Atroviride Strain AT10; Exemption from the 
Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 11818– 
01–OCSPP) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–5416. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Poly(oxy-1 ,2- 
ethanediyl), a-hydro-w-hydroxy-, ether with 
N-[4-[bis[4-[bis(2-hydroxy-
ethyl)amino]phenyl]methylene]-2 ,5- 
cyclohexadien-1-ylidene]-2-hydroxy-N-(2-hy-
droxyethyl)ethanaminium, benzenesulfonate 
(6:1:1); Tolerance Exemption’’ (FRL No. 
12080–01–OCSPP) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–5417. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Implementa-
tion of Additional Sanctions Against Russia 
and Belarus Under the Export Administra-
tion Regulations and Refinements to Exist-
ing Controls’’ (RIN0694–AJ67) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 22, 2024; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–5418. A communication from the Execu-
tive Assistant, National Park Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Cape Hatteras National Seashore; Bicy-
cling’’ (RIN1024–AE83) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 23, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5419. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Rulemaking Operations, National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Uniform Procedures for State Highway 
Safety Grant Programs’’ (RIN2127–AM65) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 22, 2024; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–5420. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Pennsylvania: 
Final Approval of State Underground Stor-
age Tank Program Revisions, Codification, 
and Incorporation by Reference’’ (FRL No. 
10811–02–R3) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5421. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
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Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Virginia; Revision Listing and Implementing 
the 2010 Primary Sulfur Dioxide National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard for the Giles 
County Nonattainment Area’’ (FRL No. 
11418–02–R3) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5422. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Colorado; 2017 Base Year Inventory and 
Emission Statement Rule Marginal Non-
attainment Requirements, Revisions to Reg-
ulation 3’’ (FRL No. 11837–02–R8) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
22, 2024; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–5423. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Designations of 
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes; 
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut; New 
York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY– 
NJ-CT 2015 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment 
Area; Reclassification to Serious’’ (FRL No. 
12108–01–R1) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5424. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Clean Air Act Re-
classification; Colorado; Reclassification of 
the Denver Metro/North Front Range 2015 
Ozone Nonattainment Area to Serious’’ (FRL 
No. 12110–01–R8) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5425. A communication from the In-
spector General, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Part D Plans Gen-
erally Include Drugs Commonly Used By 
Dual-Eligible Enrollees: 2024’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–5426. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance under 
Section 367(b) Related to Certain Triangular 
Reorganizations and Inbound Nonrecognition 
Transactions’’ (RIN1545–BM19) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 22, 
2024; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5427. A communication from the Secu-
rity Officer II of the Office of Senate Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
regarding The New Start Treaty (OSS–2024– 
0897); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5428. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal 
Year 2022 Report to Congress on the Nurse 
Corps Loan Repayment and Scholarship Pro-
gram’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5429. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Geri-
atrics Academic Career Awards Program FY 
2017-FY 2022’’; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5430. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of Labor and the Acting Director 
of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation’s fiscal 
year 2023 Actuarial Evaluation of the Ex-
pected Operations and Status of the PBGC 
Funds; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5431. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–497, ‘‘Dedication of Lot 841 in 
Square 5755 for Alley Purposes, S.O. 22–01599, 
Act of 2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5432. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–498, ‘‘Unlawful Restrictions in 
Land Records Act of 2024’’; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–5433. A communication from the Chair-
man of the U.S. Election Assistance Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission’s Semiannual Report of the In-
spector General for the period from October 
1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–5434. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–507, ‘‘Lafayette Elementary 
School Grass Field Temporary Amendment 
Act of 2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5435. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–508, ‘‘Department of For-Hire 
Vehicles Delivery Vehicle Traffic Enforce-
ment Expansion Temporary Amendment Act 
of 2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5436. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–509, ‘‘Pesticide Operations 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2024’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–5437. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–510, ‘‘DC Water Critical Infra-
structure Freedom of Information Clarifica-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2024’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5438. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Department’s activities under 
the Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons 
Act during fiscal year 2023; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–5439. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, a legislative proposal that 
would amend the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines 
applicable to human smuggling offenses to 
address serious deficiencies that frustrate ef-
forts to obtain justice at sentencing for vic-
tims; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–5440. A communication from the Chair 
of the Administrative Conference of the 
United States, transmitting, a report of the 
recommendations adopted by the Adminis-
trative Conference of the United States at 
its 81st Plenary Session; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–5441. A communication from the Chief 
Financial Officer of the National Tropical 
Botanical Garden, transmitting, pursuant to 

law, a report relative to an audit of the Gar-
den for the period from January 1, 2023, 
through December 31, 2023; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–5442. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Exemption of ‘Diversity and Equal Employ-
ment Program Records’ ’’ (RIN2900–AR95) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 22, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

EC–5443. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Black Sea Bass 
Fishery; 2018 February Recreational Season 
Modification’’ (RIN0648–BH35) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
23, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5444. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder, and Black Sea 
Bass Fisheries; Commercial Accountability 
Measures Framework Adjustment’’ (RIN0648– 
BH80) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 23, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5445. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Herring Fishery; Adjust-
ments to 2018 Management Area Annual 
Catch Limits; Correction’’ (RIN0648–XF898) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 23, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5446. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment and Amend-
ment of United States Area Navigation 
Routes; Eastern United States’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2040)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5447. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations, Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Notice to Lessees and Opera-
tors of Federal Oil and Gas, and Sulphur 
Leases in the Gulf of Mexico Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Expanded Rice’s Whale Protec-
tion Efforts During Reinitiated Consultation 
with NMFS’’ (BOEM NTL No. 2023–G01) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–144. A joint resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee 
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applying to the United States Congress pur-
suant to Article V of the United States Con-
stitution to call a convention for proposing 
amendments to set a limit on the number of 
terms to which a person may be elected as a 
Member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and to set a limit on the num-
ber of terms to which a person may be elect-
ed as a Member of the United States Senate; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5 
Whereas, Article V of the United States 

Constitution requires the United States Con-
gress to call a convention for the purpose of 
proposing amendments to the United States 
Constitution upon application of two-thirds 
of the legislatures of the several states; now, 
therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives 
of the One Hundred Thirteenth General Assem-
bly of the State of Tennessee, the Senate con-
curring, that the General Assembly hereby 
makes an application to Congress, as pro-
vided by Article V of the Constitution of the 
United States of America, to call a conven-
tion limited to proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States of 
America to set a limit on the number of 
terms to which a person may be elected as a 
member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and to set a limit on the num-
ber of terms to which a person may be elect-
ed as a member of the United States Senate. 
Be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this application be 
sent to the President and the Secretary of 
the Senate of the United States, and the 
Speaker and Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States; to the 
members of the said Senate and House of 
Representatives from this State; and to the 
presiding officers of each of the legIslative 
houses in the several states, requesting their 
cooperation. Be it further 

Resolved, That this application be consid-
ered as covering the same subject matter as 
the applications from other states to Con-
gress to call a convention to set a limit on 
the number of terms to which a person may 
be elected to the House of Representatives of 
the United States and to the Senate of the 
United States; and that this application be 
aggregated with the same for the purpose of 
attaining the two-thirds of states necessary 
to require Congress to call a limited conven-
tion on this subject; and that this applica-
tion will not be aggregated with any other 
applications on any other subject. Be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That this application constitutes 
a continuing application in accordance with 
Article V of the Constitution of the United 
States of America until the legislatures of at 
least two-thirds of the several states have 
made applications on the same subject. 

POM–145. A joint resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly of the State of Maryland 
urging the federal government to publish, 
without delay, the federal Equal Rights 
Amendment as the Twenty-eighth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution and the 
United States Congress to pass a joint reso-
lution affirming the Equal Rights Amend-
ment as the Twenty-eighth Amendment; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1 
Whereas, In 1972, the 92nd Congress of the 

United States, at its second session, in both 
houses, by a constitutional majority of two- 
thirds, adopted the following proposition to 
amend the U.S. Constitution: 

‘‘Joint Resolution Resolved by the House 
of Representatives and Senate of the United 
States of America in Congress Assembled 
(Two-Thirds of Each House Concurring 
Therein), That the following article is pro-

posed as an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States, which shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes as a part of the Con-
stitution when ratified by the legislatures of 
three-fourths of the several States within 
seven years from the date of its submission 
by the Congress: 

ARTICLE ————— 
Section 1. Equality of rights under the law 

shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have the 
power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, 
the provisions of this article. 

Section 3. This amendment shall take ef-
fect two years after the date of ratifica-
tion.’’; and 

Whereas, Article V of the U.S. Constitu-
tion provides a two-step procedure for the 
adoption of an amendment; and 

Whereas, The first requirement for the 
adoption of an amendment under Article V is 
the proposal of an amendment either by a 
two-thirds vote of both houses of Congress, 
or by a convention called by application of 
two-thirds of the states; and 

Whereas, The second requirement for the 
adoption of an amendment under Article V is 
ratification of an amendment by three- 
fourths of the states; and 

Whereas, The U.S. Constitution does not 
limit the time for states to ratify an amend-
ment and does not grant Congress the au-
thority to unilaterally limit the time by 
which an amendment may be ratified; and 

Whereas, A time limitation for the ratifi-
cation of amendments by the states would be 
a substantive change to the U.S. Constitu-
tion; and 

Whereas, To have full force and effect, a 
substantive change to the U.S. Constitution 
must be within the text of an amendment so 
that it may be ratified by the states as part 
of the requirements of Article V; and 

Whereas, The time limitation on state 
ratifications was in the preamble section of 
the resolution by Congress and not within 
the text of the amendment presented to 
states for state approval; and 

Whereas, Because of the placement of the 
time limitation, the states ratified the text 
of the Equal Rights Amendment but did not 
ratify the time limit by Congress; and 

Whereas, A time limit was approved in the 
Equal Rights Amendment by Congress in 
1972, but has not been subsequently approved 
by the states and thus is without force or ef-
fect; and 

Whereas, In comparison, in 1978, Congress 
passed the District of Columbia Voting 
Rights Amendment, which included a time 
limitation within the text of the Amendment 
offered to the states for ratification; and 

Whereas, The time limitation for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment 
ended before ratification of the amendment 
by three-fourths of the states; and 

Whereas, Because the time limit was with-
in the text of the District of Columbia Vot-
ing Rights Amendment, the time limit had 
full force and effect and the amendment ex-
pired in 1985; and 

Whereas, In comparison, the Twenty-first 
Amendment and the Twenty-second Amend-
ment include time limitations within the 
text of each amendment, and the timelines 
were ratified by three-fourths of the states 
in accordance with the text of the amend-
ments; and 

Whereas, In 1789, the First Congress pro-
posed, in accordance with Article V, the 
Madison Amendment relating to compensa-
tion of members of Congress; and 

Whereas, Over 202 years later, the Madison 
Amendment was ratified by three-fourths of 
the states; and 

Whereas, In 1992, having finally met the re-
quirements of Article V, the Madison 

Amendment was published as the 27th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution by the 
Archivist of the United States during the 
Administration of President George H.W. 
Bush; and 

Whereas, Following publication of the 
Madison Amendment by the Archivist of the 
United States, Congress affirmed the Madi-
son Amendment as the Twenty-seventh 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; and 

Whereas, As of January 27, 2020, three- 
fourths of the states have ratified the Equal 
Rights Amendment; and 

Whereas, Unlike the District of Columbia 
Voting Rights Amendment, the Equal Rights 
Amendment does not contain a time limit in 
its text where it would be of full force and ef-
fect; and 

Whereas, In contrast to the Madison 
Amendment, which took 203 years to ratify, 
the Equal Rights Amendment took only 48 
years to ratify; and 

Whereas, The text of Article V of the U.S. 
Constitution grants the states the power of 
ratification, not rescission; and 

Whereas, Samuel Johnson’s dictionary of 
1755 defines ‘‘ratify’’ as ‘‘to confirm; to set-
tle’’; and 

Whereas, Bouvier’s Law Dictionary of 1856, 
considered to be the first American legal dic-
tionary, states that a ratification once done, 
‘‘cannot be revoked or recalled’’; and 

Whereas, James Madison wrote in a July 
20, 1788, letter to Alexander Hamilton that 
ratification is ‘‘in toto and for ever’’; and 

Whereas, Various attempts to rescind rati-
fications of provisions of the U.S. Constitu-
tion or its amendments, including the Four-
teenth, Fifteenth, and Nineteenth Amend-
ments, have never been honored; and 

Whereas, The General Assembly of Mary-
land set a precedent for this resolution in 
1961 by passing House Joint Resolution 14 
urging Congress to pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment; and 

Whereas, Maryland was one of the early 
states to ratify the Equal Rights Amend-
ment in May 1972, two months after Congress 
proposed it for ratification; and 

Whereas, Maryland adopted the Maryland 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Maryland 
Constitution in 1972; and 

Whereas, The Maryland Equal Rights 
Amendment is only effective to the degree 
that it does not conflict with federal law; 
and 

Whereas, The Maryland Attorney General 
filed an amicus brief in 2022 in support of a 
lawsuit brought by three ratifying states to 
require the Archivist of the United States to 
certify and publish the Equal Rights Amend-
ment as an amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion; and 

Whereas, Over several decades, the General 
Assembly of Maryland has passed laws and 
created protections attempting to guarantee 
equal rights under the law for all Maryland-
ers, regardless of race, color, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, age, disability, creed, religion, 
or sex—which includes legal equality and 
protection from discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation, gender identity, gen-
der expression, pregnancy, pregnancy out-
comes, and decisions regarding reproductive 
healthcare or other aspects of an individual’s 
bodily autonomy; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the General Assembly of Mary-
land, That it is the opinion of the General 
Assembly of Maryland that the Equal Rights 
Amendment meets the requirements of Arti-
cle V of the U.S. Constitution and should be 
recognized as the 28th Amendment; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the General Assembly of 
Maryland urges the Administration of Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden to publish, without 
delay, the Equal Rights Amendment as the 
28th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; 
and be it further 
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Resolved, That the General Assembly of 

Maryland urges the Congress of the United 
States to pass a joint resolution affirming 
the Equal Rights Amendment as the 28th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That the General Assembly of 
Maryland calls on other states to join in this 
action by passing similar resolutions; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
forwarded by the Department of Legislative 
Services to the Honorable Joseph R. Biden, 
President of the United States of America, 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20500; the Honorable Kamala Harris, 
Vice President of the United States, Presi-
dent of the United States Senate, Senate Of-
fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; the 
Honorable Colleen Joy Shogan, Archivist of 
the United States, National Archives and 
Records Administration, 700 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20408; the 
Maryland Congressional Delegation; and the 
presiding officer of each House of the legisla-
ture of each state of the United States, with 
the request that it be circulated among lead-
ership of the legislative branch of the state 
governments. 

POM–146. A joint resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee 
urging the federal government to do all with-
in its power to secure the border and protect 
our country; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 801 
Whereas, recent events in Texas have dem-

onstrated the federal government’s disin-
clination to fulfill a duty imposed by the 
United States Constitution and federal stat-
utory law, namely the protection of the sev-
eral states from illegal immigration; and 

Whereas, the security of our nation’s bor-
ders and the safety of our citizens are para-
mount to protecting the American way of 
life; and 

Whereas, due to the present administra-
tion’s abrogation of its duty to secure the 
border, more than six million illegal immi-
grants have crossed our southern border in 
the last three years; and 

Whereas, Article 1, § 10, Clause 3, of the 
United States Constitution reserves to the 
states the right of self-defense, including the 
right to secure a state’s border against an in-
vasion; and 

Whereas, the state of Texas has acted prop-
erly in declaring an invasion pursuant to 
such constitutional provision and invoking 
Texas’s constitutional authority to defend 
and protect its citizens and sovereign prop-
erty; and 

Whereas, the Texas National Guard, Texas 
Department of Public Safety officers, and 
other qualified Texas personnel have been 
deployed to secure the Texas border; and 

Whereas, federal government officials and 
agencies have since encroached upon Texas’s 
constitutional right to protect against 
threats to the public safety; and 

Whereas, the members of this General As-
sembly have consistently taken steps to ad-
dress illegal immigration in Tennessee and 
support the state of Texas in doing likewise; 
now, therefore be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of 
the One Hundred Thirteenth General Assembly 
of the State of Tennessee, the Senate Concur-
ring, That this General Assembly stands in 
support of the state of Texas’s efforts to se-
cure its border against illegal immigration 
and affirms the several states’ constitutional 
right to protect and defend their citizens and 
property against any threat to public safety 
and security; and be it further 

Resolved, That this General Assembly com-
mends Governor Lee for previous support of 

securing the Texas border and urges him to 
send continued support; and be it further 

Resolved, That this General Assembly urges 
the federal government to do all within its 
power to secure the border and protect our 
country; and be it further 

Resolved, That certified copies of this reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the 
United States, the U.S. Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Governor of the State of 
Tennessee, the Speaker and the Clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives, the 
President and the Secretary of the United 
States Senate, each member of the Ten-
nessee Congressional delegation, and the 
Governor of Texas. 

POM–147. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Louisiana urging the United States Congress 
to reform the Foreign Intelligence & Surveil-
lance Act and the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Court and restore the rights of pri-
vacy and unreasonable search and seizure 
that have been taken from the American 
people by actions of Congress; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 111 
Whereas, the United States Constitution 

was enacted as the foundational law of the 
land in 1787; and 

Whereas, the first ten amendments of the 
United States Constitution contain the in-
violate and irrevocable set of God-given and 
inalienable rights that all persons in the 
United States of America maintain; and 

Whereas, foundational in these rights are 
speech, assembly, search and seizure with a 
valid warrant, to face one’s accuser, religion, 
private property, and many others; and 

Whereas, there have been many moments 
in the nation’s history when the arms of gov-
ernment and tyrannical rules and congress 
have tried to curtail and subvert these lib-
erties and withhold the rights of citizens to 
further governmental objectives; and 

Whereas, the misdeeds of government in-
clude Woodrow Wilson’s Sedition Act, which 
imprisoned Americans for speaking out 
against United States involvement in World 
War I, the Palmer Raids which ushered in an 
era of kickdown searches and harassment of 
political opponents, the imprisonment of 
American citizens of Japanese ancestry dur-
ing World War II, repeated and incessant vio-
lation of the Fourth Amendment by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and ele-
ments of the American intelligence commu-
nity, and the century long Jim Crow era, 
which saw tacit and active governmental 
measures to repress the rights of Americans 
of color; and 

Whereas, the Church Hearings of the mid 
1970s brought to light many misdeeds of the 
United States government and precipitated 
badly needed reform of federal enforcement 
and intelligence community activities; and 

Whereas, in 1978, the United States govern-
ment took great steps and established clear 
procedures for the physical and electronic 
surveillance and collection of foreign intel-
ligence information and separated out pro-
tections for United States citizens by the 
Foreign Intelligence and Surveillance Act 
(FISA); and 

Whereas, the FISA law established the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court 
(FISC) which is a court that holds nonpublic 
sessions to consider issuing federal search 
warrants; and 

Whereas, the FISC lacks many of the con-
stitutionally provided precautions afforded 
to litigants in other federal courts of law, 
such as the right of a private party to be 
present at the proceedings; further, the FISC 
has been called out and cited as being the 
subject of misfeasance and malfeasance by 

less than scrupulous intelligence and law en-
forcement officers and agencies; and 

Whereas, Presidents Gerald Ford, Jimmy 
Carter, and Ronald Reagan each established 
needed restraints on the intelligence com-
munity and law enforcement directed guard-
rails for protection of private citizens, cul-
minating with President Reagan’s Executive 
Order 12333; and 

Whereas, Executive Order 12333 under-
scored the needs and requirements to provide 
timely and accurate information about 
American enemies and underscored the pro-
tection of constitutional rights of American 
citizens; and 

Whereas, for most of the decades of the 
1980s and 1990s, the intelligence community 
and FBI appeared to be behaving and re-
specting the rights of citizens in the United 
States; and 

Whereas, in 2001, after the attack on the 
United States by foreign Islamic terrorists 
from Southwest Asia, the United States Con-
gress and the Bush Administration moved 
with reckless haste by greatly empowering 
the American intelligence community, FBI, 
and other federal entities by broadly expand-
ing surveillance powers under the broad 
guise of ‘‘protecting’’ the American citizens; 
and 

Whereas, the outcome of the efforts to pro-
tect has resulted in nearly all semblances of 
privacy being taken away by the actions of 
the United States Congress. The outcome of 
the family of law passed in the aftermath of 
what is known as 9/11 is that no phone is 
guaranteed to be private, no email commu-
nication can be considered secure, and the 
emergence of a leviathan of a police state ca-
pable of chilling suppression of our God- 
given liberties; and 

Whereas, as a result of the USA Patriot 
Act, a citizen can become the subject of a 
purported terror investigation and directed 
by law not to tell anyone of an invasive 
search on his home, under penalty of prison; 
and 

Whereas, Section 215 of the USA Patriot 
Act violates the Fourth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution by ignoring the 
prohibition of warrantless searches against 
United States citizens; and 

Whereas, Section 215 also violates the 
Fifth Amendment by prohibiting ex post 
facto notice of warrantless searches and 
thereby violating the basic tenets of due 
process guaranteed to citizens of the United 
States; and 

Whereas, it is the American ethos to right 
wrongs and correct governmental errors such 
as the eradication of slavery, the end of the 
Jim Crow era, the awarding of voting rights 
to women, and many others. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives does hereby memorialize the United 
States Congress to fully repeal and rewrite 
every word of the USA Patriot Act and does 
hereby implore the Congress to turn its at-
tention to the rights of the free people of the 
United States of America; and be it further 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives implores both the governor of the state 
of Louisiana and the attorney general to 
stand up for the citizens of our state and not 
participate in any violations of any of our 
rights guaranteed in our Bill of Rights, 
which are a product of the sacrifice of our 
ancestors and have been maintained by two 
hundred fifty years of commitment to the 
rule of law and the supremacy of the indi-
vidual over the government; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the United States Congress and to each 
member of the Louisiana congressional dele-
gation. 
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POM–148. A resolution adopted by the Sen-

ate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urg-
ing the United States Congress to fund the 
Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority 
through federal appropriation rather than 
fees charged to individual states and race-
tracks; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 238 
Whereas, the Horseracing Integrity and 

Safety Authority (HISA) was created as an 
organization that regulates the sport of 
Thoroughbred horse racing in the United 
States and was empowered by the Horse-
racing Integrity and Safety Act of 2020; and 

Whereas, HISA submits to the regulatory 
authority of the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), resulting from a challenge at the 
United States Court of Appeals, and promul-
gates rules subject to modification and ap-
proval by the FTC; and 

Whereas, HISA has jurisdiction over races 
that are involved in interstate commerce, in-
cluding those that are subject to off-track 
betting and advance deposit wagering, and 
the horses and horse people who participate 
in those races; and 

Whereas, HISA is responsible for devel-
oping and enforcing rules for racetrack safe-
ty, regulating such matters as track surface 
maintenance, veterinary oversight, injury 
data reporting, jockey safety, horseshoe re-
quirements, and use of riding crops; and 

Whereas, HISA levies fines and suspensions 
from racing for violations of the rules; and 

Whereas, HISA is also charged with devel-
oping anti-doping and medication control 
rules to ensure fairness and protect the 
health of equines and the jockeys who ride 
them; and 

Whereas, HISA must also cover its tech-
nology and administration costs; and 

Whereas, HISA operates on revenues from 
fines related to the racetrack safety and 
anti-doping and medication control pro-
grams plus fee assessments on individual 
states and racetracks, with the fee assess-
ments calculated on a formula totaling 
starts and purses; and 

Whereas, individual racing commissions 
can choose to cover the assessed fee for the 
state, decline to cover these financial assess-
ments and pass the burden onto the race-
tracks in the state, which can then pass the 
costs along to horse people and customers, or 
state legislatures can appropriate funding to 
pay the fee assessment; and 

Whereas, commissions that voluntarily 
enter into agreements with HISA to have ex-
isting personnel conduct tasks like sample 
collection, investigation, and violation adju-
dication, receive a credit toward their state’s 
total fee assessment, reducing revenues re-
ceived by HISA; and 

Whereas, HISA’s revenues are further re-
duced by the nonparticipation of states 
choosing to avoid the financial burden of the 
assessment fees by not sending their 
simulcasting signal out of state, thereby 
avoiding this federal programs jurisdiction, 
obviously not an ideal situation; and 

Whereas, HISA’s budget inevitably exceeds 
the revenues it receives to continue this mis-
sion and work; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate of the General As-
sembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section 1. The members of the Senate here-
by recognize the importance of consistently 
robust and reliable safety regulation of the 
Thoroughbred horseracing sport while ac-
knowledging participants and spectators 
value the same. 

Section 2. The Senate hereby urges the 
United States Congress to fund the Horse-
racing Integrity and Safety Authority 
through federal appropriation rather than 
the assessment fees levied on states and 
racetracks. 

Section 3. The Clerk of the Senate is di-
rected to transmit a copy of this Resolution 
to the President of the United States Senate, 
the Majority Leader of the United States 
Senate, and each member of the Kentucky 
Congressional delegation. 

POM–149. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Hawaii urging the United 
States Congress to adopt the Social Security 
2100 Act; to the Committee on Finance. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 91 
Whereas, the Social Security Act was 

originally passed in 1935 to provide essential 
benefits and financial security to retired in-
dividuals, senior citizens, and persons with 
disabilities; and 

Whereas, individuals receiving Retired In-
surance Benefits constitute the largest group 
of Social Security beneficiaries, with over 
fifty-two million retired workers or family 
members receiving monthly payments as of 
2023; and 

Whereas, more than ten thousand individ-
uals from the baby boomer generation be-
come eligible for Retirement Insurance Ben-
efits from Social Security every day; and 

Whereas, as a result of the retirement of 
the large baby boomer generation, it is pro-
jected that under existing law, the trust fund 
reserves for the Old-Age and Survivors Insur-
ance Trust Fund and Disability Insurance 
Trust Fund will be depleted by 2034; and 

Whereas, it its projected that a depletion 
of the two Social Security trust funds will 
result in only seventy-eight percent of sched-
uled benefits being paid to beneficiaries on a 
timely basis after 2034; and 

Whereas, in a response to this projected 
cut in benefits, concerned congressional 
leaders introduced the Social Security 2100 
Act in 2023, which is intended to perma-
nently improve Social Security’s long-term 
health by extending the solvency of the two 
Social Security Trust Funds without in-
creasing taxes on the middle class; and 

Whereas, according to United States Rep-
resentative John B. Larson, co-introducer of 
the Social Security 2100 Act, the Social Se-
curity 2100 Act increases benefits by two per-
cent across the board for all Social Security 
beneficiaries for the first time in fifty-two 
years, improves the cost-of-living adjust-
ment to reflect economic inflation experi-
enced by seniors, and increases benefits for 
lower income retirees; and 

Whereas, the Social Security 2100 Act also 
restores student benefits up to age twenty- 
six for dependent children of disabled and de-
ceased workers; increases access to benefits 
for children living with grandparents or 
other relatives; repeals the windfall elimi-
nation provision and government pension 
offset that currently penalizes certain public 
servants; ends the five-month waiting period 
to receive disability benefits; and increases 
benefits by an additional five percent for 
seniors who have been receiving benefits for 
fifteen years or more; and 

Whereas, the Social Security 2100 Act 
would cut taxes for twenty-three million 
middle-income beneficiaries while paying for 
benefits by applying the Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act to earnings over $400,000 
and adding an additional 12.4 percent net in-
vestment income tax for taxpayers making 
over $400,000; and 

Whereas, it is imperative that Social Secu-
rity remains a well-funded public entitle-
ment without being privatized through self- 
directed retirement accounts that would sub-
ject beneficiaries, and particularly retiree 
savings accounts, to considerable risk and 
redirect Social Security assets into the cof-
fers of Wall Street brokerages and invest-
ment banks; and 

Whereas, the United States Congress must 
act urgently to preserve Social Security ben-

efits for current and future retirees; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the Senate of the Thirty-sec-
ond Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Reg-
ular Session of 2024, that the United States 
Congress is urged to adopt the Social Secu-
rity 2100 Act; and be it further 

Resolved, That the United States Congress 
is strongly encouraged to reject any legisla-
tion that would lead to the privatization of 
Social Security benefits; and be it further 

Resolved, That certified copies of this Reso-
lution be transmitted to the President Pro 
Tempore of the United States Senate, Speak-
er of the United States House of Representa-
tives, and each member of Hawaii’s congres-
sional delegation. 

POM–150. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
urging the United States Congress to support 
H.R. 82 and S. 597 of the 118th Congress, the 
Social Security Fairness Act, and all similar 
legislation and to take such actions as are 
necessary to review and eliminate all provi-
sions of federal law which reduce Social Se-
curity benefits for those receiving pension 
benefits from federal, state, or local govern-
ment retirement or pension systems, plans, 
or funds; to the Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 20 
Whereas, the Congress of the United States 

of America has enacted both the Government 
Pension Offset (GPO), reducing the spouse 
and survivor Social Security benefit and the 
Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP), re-
ducing the earned Social Security benefits 
payable to any person who also receives a 
public pension benefit; and 

Whereas, the GPO negatively affects a 
spouse or survivor receiving a federal, state, 
or local government retirement or pension 
benefit who would also be entitled to a So-
cial Security benefit earned by a spouse; and 

Whereas, the GPO formula unfairly reduces 
the spouse or survivor Social Security ben-
efit by two-thirds of the amount of federal, 
state, or local government retirement or 
pension benefit received by the spouse or 
survivor, in many cases completely elimi-
nating the Social Security benefit even 
though the spouse paid Social Security taxes 
for many years; and 

Whereas, the GPO has a harsh effect on 
hundreds of thousands of citizens and under-
mines the original purpose of the Social Se-
curity dependent/survivor benefit; and 

Whereas, according to recent Social Secu-
rity Administration figures, more than half 
a million individuals nationally are affected 
by the GPO; and 

Whereas, the WEP applies to those persons 
who have earned federal, state, or local gov-
ernment retirement or pension benefits, in 
addition to working in employment covered 
under Social Security and paying into the 
Social Security system; and 

Whereas, the WEP unfairly reduces the 
earned Social Security benefit using an aver-
aged indexed monthly earnings formula and 
may reduce Social Security benefits for af-
fected persons by as much as one-half of the 
retirement benefit earned as a public servant 
in employment not covered under Social Se-
curity; and 

Whereas, the WEP causes hardworking in-
dividuals to lose a significant portion of the 
Social Security benefits that they earned 
themselves; and 

Whereas, according to recent Social Secu-
rity Administration figures, more than one 
and a half million individuals nationally are 
affected by the WEP; and 

Whereas, in certain circumstances, both 
the WEP and GPO can be applied to a quali-
fying survivor’s benefit, each independently 
reducing the available benefit and in com-
bination eliminating a large portion of the 
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total Social Security benefit available to the 
survivor; and 

Whereas, because of the calculation char-
acteristics of the GPO and WEP, they have a 
disproportionately negative effect on em-
ployees working in lower-wage government 
jobs, like policemen, firefighters, teachers, 
and state employees; and 

Whereas, Louisiana is making every effort 
to improve the quality of life of its citizens 
and to encourage them to live here, yet the 
current GPO and WEP provisions com-
promise their quality of life; and 

Whereas, the number of people affected by 
GPO and WEP is growing everyday as more 
and more people reach retirement age; and 

Whereas, individuals drastically affected 
by the GPO and WEP may have no choice 
but to return to work after retirement in 
order to make ends meet, but the earnings 
accumulated during this return to work can 
further reduce the Social Security benefits 
to which the individual is entitled; and 

Whereas, the GPO and WEP are established 
in federal law, and repeal of the GPO and 
WEP can only be enacted by congress; and 

Whereas, the Legislature of Louisiana 
adopted House Concurrent Resolution No. 11 
of the 2022 Regular Session memorializing 
congress to support H.R. 82 of the 117th Con-
gress and other state legislators to do the 
same in order to reduce or eliminate the 
GPO and WEP. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to review the Government Pension 
Offset and Windfall Elimination Provision 
Social Security benefit reductions and to 
eliminate or reduce them by supporting H.R. 
82 and S. 597 of the 118th Congress and all 
similar purposed legislation; be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation and the president of 
the United States. 

POM–151. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
urging the United States Congress to support 
the nation of Israel in the wake of October 7, 
2023, terror attacks and Israel’s efforts to 
root out Hamas; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 21 
Whereas, the United States Department of 

State has designated Hamas as a terrorist 
organization; and 

Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas 
launched a coordinated series of terrorist at-
tacks on Israel that resulted in the slaughter 
of women, children, and the elderly totaling 
eight hundred fifty-nine civilians, two hun-
dred eighty-three Israeli Defense Force sol-
diers, fifty-seven policemen, and ten mem-
bers of the Israeli Security Agency, Shin 
Bet; and 

Whereas, Hamas terrorists abducted two 
hundred forty-eight people, including at 
least six Americans, to use as hostages and 
human shields; and 

Whereas, the United Nations has issued a 
report stating that it has grounds to believe 
Hamas has sexually assaulted its hostages, 
including gang rape; and 

Whereas, Hamas has launched over four 
thousand rockets into Israel; and 

Whereas, since October 7, 2023, Hamas ter-
rorists have killed over nine hundred 
Israelis, at least eleven Americans, and in-
jured more than two thousand others; and 

Whereas, Hamas terrorists use Palestinian 
civilians as human shields; and 

Whereas, Hamas terrorists hide and launch 
attacks from civilian centers; and 

Whereas, since October 7, 2023, Hamas is di-
rectly responsible for the deaths of an inde-
terminable number of Palestinian civilians; 
and 

Whereas, Hamas considers the death of 
Palestinian civilians a good thing as the in-
nocent collateral dead are ‘‘martyrs’’ to the 
goals of Hamas; and 

Whereas, United States government assess-
ments indicate that, ‘‘Iran provides up to 
$100 million annually in support to Pales-
tinian terrorist groups, including Hamas’’; 
and 

Whereas, foreign support will sustain 
Hamas in its terror campaign to destroy 
Israel; and 

Whereas, Israel is a major ally and stra-
tegic partner of the United States; and 

Whereas, Israel holds paramount impor-
tance to direct negotiations in achieving a 
permanent settlement with the Palestinians, 
without preconditions; and 

Whereas, Israel stands firm in its rejection 
of unilateral recognition of a Palestinian 
state, considering it a detrimental reward to 
terrorism and an impediment to future peace 
settlements; and 

Whereas, it is imperative to affirm Israel’s 
commitment to peaceful negotiations and re-
ject any imposition of international dicta 
that undermine the sovereity and security of 
Israel; and 

Whereas, the state of Louisiana has not 
forgotten the humanitarian aid provided by 
Israel to the people of Louisiana in the wake 
of Hurricane Katrina and the 2016 flood; and 

Whereas, Louisiana and Israel share nu-
merous economic and educational ties that 
benefit many Louisiana businesses and uni-
versities. Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby: 

(1) Stand with Israel as it defends itself 
against the barbaric terror campaign 
launched by Hamas and its supporters. 

(2) Reaffirm Israel’s right to self-defense as 
a sovereign nation. 

(3) Condemn Hamas’ brutal terror cam-
paign against Israel. 

(4) Call on Hamas to immediately cease all 
attacks and safely release all living hostages 
and return the bodies of deceased hostages to 
their families. 

(5) Mourn the nine hundred Israelis and 
eleven Americans killed and over two thou-
sand six hundred others wounded by Hamas 
since its attack on October 7, 2023. 

(6) Mourn the loss of all innocent civilians 
who died and recognize those injured and suf-
fering due to the fighting in the Middle East. 

(7) Support the United States’ commit-
ment to Israel’s security. 

(8) Urge full enforcement of the Taylor 
Force Act (title X of division S of Public 
Law 115–141; 132 Stat. 1143) and other restric-
tions in United States law to prevent United 
States foreign assistance from benefitting 
terrorists, directly or indirectly. 

(9) Urge full enforcement of United States 
sanctions against Iran to prevent Iran’s 
funding of terrorist groups including Hamas. 
And be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby support Israel in its right to cat-
egorically reject any international dicta 
concerning a permanent settlement with the 
Palestinians that is not the product of direct 
negotiations between the concerned parties 
devoid of any preconditions. And be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby stand with Israel in its opposi-
tion to unilateral recognition of a Pales-
tinian state as such statehood, particularly 
in the aftermath of the October 7th mas-
sacre, would serve as an egregious and un-
precedented reward to terrorism, thereby ob-
structing prospects for future peace settle-
ments. And be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the Congress of the 
United States to support the nation of Israel 
in the wake of the October 7, 2023, terror at-
tacks, support Israel’s ongoing efforts to 
root out Hamas, reaffirm support for Israel’s 
principled stance on negotiations, and stand 
with Israel in opposition to any unilateral 
impositions that will serve to undermine 
Israel’s right to defend its people and terri-
tory. And be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the Consul General of the 
State of Israel to the Southwest in Houston, 
Texas, to the Embassy of Israel in Wash-
ington, D.C. for transmission to the proper 
authorities in the State of Israel, and to the 
Louisiana Chapter of American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, and the Louisiana Chap-
ter of Christians United for Israel. And be it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

POM–152. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
urging the United States Congress to take 
such actions as are necessary to compel the 
United States Food and Drug Administration 
to fulfill its duties regarding inspection and 
testing of imported seafood; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 
Whereas, according to the National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration, in 
2019 the United States imported six billion 
pounds of edible seafood products, including 
one and one half billion pounds of shrimp, an 
increase of nearly six and one half million 
pounds more than the shrimp imported in 
2018; and 

Whereas, the 2019 shrimp imports alone, 
valued at six billion dollars, accounted for 
twenty-seven percent of the total value of 
imported seafood that year, which reached 
twenty-two billion dollars; and 

Whereas, it is estimated that over half of 
the imported seafood consumed in the United 
States is from aquaculture, or seafood farm-
ing, rather than wild-caught; and 

Whereas, the FDA is responsible for the 
safety of all fish and fishery products enter-
ing the United States and sold in Louisiana; 
and 

Whereas, the FDA’s seafood safety pro-
gram is governed by its Hazard Analysis 
Critical Control Point regulations, which ad-
dress food safety management through the 
analysis and control of biological, chemical, 
and physical hazards from raw material pro-
duction and procurement and handling to 
manufacturing, distribution, and consump-
tion of the finished product; and 

Whereas, FDA regulations are supposed to 
measure the compliance of imported seafood 
with inspections of foreign processing facili-
ties, sampling of seafood offered for import 
into the United States, domestic surveil-
lance sampling of imported products, inspec-
tions of seafood importers, foreign country 
program assessments, and the use of infor-
mation from foreign partners and FDA over-
seas offices; and 

Whereas, in 2011 the FDA was only inspect-
ing two percent of the seafood imported into 
the United States; and 

Whereas, unfortunately 2011 is the last 
year for which data regarding the percentage 
of imports inspected is available due to a 
lack of transparency and inadequate assess-
ment measures; and 

Whereas, in 2011 the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) noted that the FDA’s as-
sessment of foreign aquaculture operations 
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was limited by the FDA’s lack of procedures, 
criteria, and standards; and ten years later, 
a 2021 GAO report found that the agency was 
failing to monitor the effectiveness of its 
own enforcement policies and procedures; 
and 

Whereas, in contrast, the European Union 
regularly conducts physical checks of ap-
proximately twenty percent of all imported 
fish products that are fresh, frozen, dry, salt-
ed, or hermetically sealed, and for certain 
fishery products, physical checks are con-
ducted on approximately fifty percent of im-
ports; and 

Whereas, the Louisiana State University 
School of Renewable Natural Resources pub-
lished a 2020 paper titled ‘‘Determination of 
Sulfite and Antimicrobial Residue in Im-
ported Shrimp to the USA’’, which presented 
findings from a study of shrimp imported 
from India, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
China, Bangladesh, and Ecuador and pur-
chased from retail stores in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana; and 

Whereas, a screening of these shrimp for 
sulfites and residues from antimicrobial 
drugs found the following: (1) five percent of 
the shrimp contained malachite green, (2) 
seven percent contained oxytetracycline, (3) 
seventeen percent contained 
fluoroquinolone, and (4) seventy percent con-
tained nitrofurantoin, all of which have been 
banned by the FDA in domestic aquaculture 
operations; and 

Whereas, although the FDA requires that 
food products exposed to sulfites must in-
clude a label with a statement about the 
presence of sulfites, of the forty-three per-
cent of these locally purchased shrimp found 
to contain sulfites, not one package com-
plied with this labeling requirement; and 

Whereas, the drug and sulfite residues in-
cluded in this screening can be harmful to 
human health during both handling and con-
sumption and have been known to cause all 
of the following: liver damage and tumors, 
reproductive abnormalities, cardiac arrhyth-
mia, renal failure, hemolysis, asthma at-
tacks, and allergic reactions; and 

Whereas, the results of this study confirm 
that existing screening and enforcement 
measures for imported seafood are insuffi-
cient; whatever the percentage of imports in-
spected may be, seafood is currently being 
imported that contains unsafe substances 
that put American consumers at risk; and 

Whereas, because imported seafood is not 
held to the same standards as domestic sea-
food, domestic fishing industries are put at a 
distinct and significant disadvantage com-
mercially; and 

Whereas, according to the Louisiana De-
partment of Wildlife and Fisheries, the aver-
age value of Louisiana shrimp fell from three 
dollars and eighty cents per pound in 1980 to 
one dollar fifty cents per pound in 2017; and 

Whereas, this unfair competition allows 
foreign competitors to flood the United 
States market with seafood harvested under 
intensive farming practices using anti-
microbial drugs, while devastating local in-
dustries and the coastal communities built 
around them; and 

Whereas, shrimp consumption is on the 
rise in the United States, yet domestic 
shrimp profits have decreased in recent 
years, particularly for shrimp sourced in the 
Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic regions; 
and 

Whereas, Senator John Kennedy has pre-
viously introduced legislation to bolster 
Louisiana’s shrimp, red snapper, and seafood 
industry and protect American consumers 
from illegal exports; and 

Whereas, this legislation would increase 
funding to the Seafood Import Monitoring 
Program (SIMP) and would allow SIMP to 
conduct audits on seafood under its purview 

to prevent foreign seafood imports that mis-
represent themselves from entering U.S. 
markets; and 

Whereas, proposed legislation such as this 
is a necessary step that Congress must take 
to protect American consumers and bolster 
the Louisiana seafood industry. Therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to compel the United States Food and 
Drug Administration to fulfill its duties re-
garding inspection and testing of imported 
seafood. Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–153. A resolution adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of New Jersey 
condemning the United States Senate Re-
publicans’ blocking of legislation codifying 
access to in vitro fertilization, and reaffirm-
ing New Jersey citizens’ freedom to access 
reproductive health care and family plan-
ning services; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION NO. 148 
Whereas, In the United States, one in six 

people of childbearing age struggle with fer-
tility and require some type of medial assist-
ance in order to conceive a child; and 

Whereas, Fortunately, 90 percent of infer-
tility cases are treatable with medical thera-
pies including drug treatment, surgery, and 
in vitro fertilization (IVF); and 

Whereas, IVF is a process whereby an egg 
is removed from a person’s body and com-
bined with sperm inside a laboratory for fer-
tilization; and the fertilized egg, called an 
embryo, is then transferred into the uterus; 
and 

Whereas, In a recent decision, LePage v. 
Mobile Infirmary Clinic, P.C., the Alabama 
Supreme Court ruled that embryos are 
‘‘extrauterine children; add that the state’s 
‘‘Wrongful Death of a Minor Act, applies on 
its face to all unborn children without limi-
tation;’’ and 

Whereas, Following the LePage holding, 
Governor Kay Ellen Ivey of Alabama signed 
into law S.B. 159 to ensure criminal and civil 
immunity for those administering or receiv-
ing IVF services; and 

Whereas, Notwithstanding this new enact-
ment, the LePage ruling constitutes to 
threaten the rights of Alabamians who are 
planning to have children, and endangers the 
overall future of family planning in the 
state; and 

Whereas, following the LePage decision, a 
number of congressional Republican senators 
joined Democrats in criticizing the ruling, 
and expressed their support for in vitro fed-
eralization (IVF); and 

Whereas, Tammy Duckworth, a Demo-
cratic Senator from Illinois who utilized IVF 
to conceive her two children, introduced 
Senate Bill 3612 (SB3612), part of a four-bill 
package of legislation known as the ‘‘Right 
to IVF Act,’’ in order to protect the rights of 
individuals to seek reproductive assistance, 
such as IVF, and protect the physicians who 
provide these services, without the fear of 
prosecution; and 

Whereas, Specifically, SB3612, known as 
the ‘‘Access to Family Building Act,’’ would 
bar the limitation of access to assisted re-
productive technology, such as IVF; and 

Whereas, SB3612 grants the individual 
rights to: (1) access assisted reproductive 
technology; (2) continue or complete ongoing 
assisted reproductive technology treatment 
or procedure, and (3) retain all rights regard-

ing the use or disposition of genetic mate-
rials; and 

Whereas, Consistent with the longstanding 
precedent in New Jersey of support for repro-
ductive freedoms, New Jersey Senator Cory 

Booker expressed support of SB3612 by co- 
sponsoring the bill; and 

Whereas, Senator Duckworth urged her Re-
publican colleagues, as many initially de-
nounced the LePage ruling for the harmful 
precedent that the decision has set regarding 
reproductive assistance services, to join the 
Democrats’ effort to protect access to IVF 
by unanimously passing SB3612; and 

Whereas, Instead of supporting the passage 
of SB3612, a measure affirmatively sup-
porting IVF, Republican senators proposed 
an alternative measure, the ‘‘IVF Protection 
Act,’’ which would discourage states from 
enacting burdensome restrictions on repro-
ductive assistance but nonetheless allow 
such enactments by states; and 

Whereas, SB3612 failed in a procedural 
vote, by a tally of 48–47, to advance, with 60 
votes being needed to invoke cloture to move 
the bill to a final vote; and 

Whereas, All of the Republican senators, 
with the exception of two members, voted to 
reject the move to advance the bill; and 

Whereas, Two Republican senators, Alaska 
Senator Lisa Murkowski and Maine Senator 
Susan Collins, voted with the Senate Demo-
cratic majority and independents to advance 
the measure; and 

Whereas, Following the failure to support 
the passage of SB3612, Senate Republicans 
issued a statement of support for the use of 
IVF technology; and 

Whereas, It is disingenuous for the Repub-
lican lawmakers in the United States Senate 
to sign on to a statement giving support for 
IVF, while failing to support the passage of 
the measure which would create a federal 
statutory right to assisted reproductive 
technology; and 

Whereas, New Jersey has long been a state 
that supports, and provides protections for, 
the reproductive freedom of its citizens, in-
cluding the right to make the deeply per-
sonal choice of whether to start or expand a 
family through IVF; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey: 

1. a. This resolution condemns the action 
of the Republican members of the United 
States Congress in failing to support the pas-
sage of SB3612. 

b. This resolution further condemns the 
contradictory move on the part of the Re-
publican senators of the United States Con-
gress in publishing a statement in support of 
IVF technology, notwithstanding their rejec-
tion of SB3612. 

c. This resolution affirms the New Jersey 
Legislature’s commitment to protecting its 
citizens’ right to family plan, reproductive 
freedom, and full access to reproductive 
health care, including IVF. 

2. Copies of this resolution, as filed with 
the Secretary of State, shall be transmitted 
by the Clerk of the General Assembly to 
each member of Congress elected from this 
State, the President, the Vice-President, and 
the Governor of the State of New Jersey. 

POM–154. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
urging the President of the United States to 
secure our border and provide the needed 
policies and resources to protect American 
citizens and communities throughout this 
country from the effects of illegal immigra-
tion; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 234 
Whereas, On January 20, 2021, President 

Joe Biden signed a proclamation on the ter-
mination of emergency with respect to the 
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southern border of the United States and re-
direction of funds diverted to border wall 
construction; and 

Whereas, On January 21, 2021, the United 
States Department of Homeland Security 
paused deportation for certain noncitizens in 
the United States for 100 days and suspended 
new enrollments in Migrant Protection Pro-
tocols policy, also known as the ‘‘remain in 
Mexico’’ program; and 

Whereas, Upon those actions, the number 
of migrants who have unlawfully crossed the 
southern border into Texas has increased at 
a very alarming rate; and 

Whereas, The negative impacts of illegal 
immigration and this border crisis are evi-
dent in communities throughout the United 
States and the Biden Administration has put 
our national security at risk; and 

Whereas, State and local officials nation-
wide have sounded the alarm regarding the 
straining of their resources, the scourge of 
fentanyl deaths, the tragedy of human traf-
ficking, including children smuggled across 
the border, and the flow of illegal firearms 
and dangerous gang members; and 

Whereas, Texas Governor Greg Abbott is 
clearly exercising his Constitutional author-
ity to defend his state against the con-
sequences of the Biden Administration’s in-
excusable indifference toward the suffering 
its policies are inflicting upon borders com-
munities and across this country; and 

Whereas, In this Commonwealth, our duty 
is to uphold our oath to support, obey and 
defend the Constitution of the United States 
and ensure the safety of its citizens, there-
fore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania urge the President of 
the United States to secure our border and 
provide the needed policies and resources to 
protect American citizens and communities 
throughout this country from the effects of 
illegal immigration; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania encourage Governor 
Josh Shapiro to joint with dozens of gov-
ernors from across the country in support of 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s actions to 
protect our citizens; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the following: 

(1) The President of the United States. 
(2) The Vice President of the United 

States. 
(3) The United States Secretary of Home-

land Security. 
(4) The President pro tempore of the 

United States Senate. 
(5) The Speaker of the United States House 

of Representatives. 
(6) The chairperson of the Committee on 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the United States Senate. 

(7) The chairperson of the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the United States 
House of Representatives. 

(8) Each member of Congress from Penn-
sylvania. 

(9) The Governor of the State of Texas. 
(10) The Governor of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania. 

POM–155. A resolution adopted by the Lan-
caster City Council, Pennsylvania, calling 
for a ceasefire in the ongoing Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict in Gaza; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

H.R. 5473. An act to amend certain laws re-
lating to disaster recovery and relief with re-
spect to the implementation of building 
codes, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118– 
194). 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

H.R. 6249. An act to provide for a review 
and report on the assistance and resources 
that the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency provides to indi-
viduals with disabilities and the families of 
such individuals that are impacted by major 
disasters, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
118–195). 

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 3033. A bill to withdraw certain Federal 
land in the Pecos Watershed area of the 
State of New Mexico from mineral entry, and 
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118–196). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MARKEY: 
S. 4729. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-

cans Act of 1965 to establish a pilot program 
for family caregivers for individuals with 
Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder 
with neurological and organic brain dysfunc-
tion; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr. 
WICKER): 

S. 4730. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the energy credit 
with respect to electrochromic glass; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 4731. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to provide for food-based 
interventions; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor , and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr. 
WELCH): 

S. 4732. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to authorize funding for the 
Research, Demonstration, and Evaluation 
Center for the Aging Network to engage in 
certain research and evaluation activities 
with respect to family caregivers and to re-
vise the definition of the term ‘‘family care-
giver’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. WELCH): 

S. 4733. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to authorize the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to make grants 
to develop or expand in-person and virtual 
peer support programs for family caregivers; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. HEIN-
RICH): 

S. 4734. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to ensure services for home 
modifications under part B of title III of 
such Act may be used for certain purposes, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 4735. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to provide financial planning 

services related to the needs of family care-
givers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY: 
S. 4736. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-

cans Act of 1965 to develop and expand inte-
grated caregiver support services for family 
caregivers, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. 4737. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
220 North Hatcher Avenue in Purcellville, 
Virginia, as the ‘‘Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright Post Office Building’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr. 
SCHATZ): 

S. 4738. A bill for the relief of Vichai Sae 
Tung (also known as Chai Chaowasaree); to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. REED, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 4739. A bill to advance research to 
achieve medical breakthroughs in brain 
tumor treatment and improve awareness and 
adequacy of specialized cancer and brain 
tumor care; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 4740. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude debt held by cer-
tain insurance companies from capital as-
sets; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr. 
KELLY): 

S. 4741. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide a phase-in for 
plasma-derived products under the manufac-
turer discount program; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. 4742. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to establish the Pat-
rick Leahy Lake Champlain Basin Program 
Foundation, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 4743. A bill to improve the Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman program; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 4744. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to establish fair and con-
sistent eligibility requirements for graduate 
medical schools operating outside the United 
States and Canada; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 4745. A bill to establish the Federal Food 
Administration to protect the public health 
by ensuring the safety of food, preventing 
foodborne illness, maintaining safety re-
views and reassessments of food additives, 
reducing the prevalence of diet-related 
chronic diseases, enforcing pesticide residue 
tolerances, improving the surveillance of 
foodborne pathogens, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
HAWLEY, and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 4746. A bill to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to make the filing of a petition 
for relief under chapter 11 that is objectively 
futile or in subjective bad faith a cause for 
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dismissal of the case, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 4747. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the adjusted 
gross income limitation for the above-the- 
line deduction of expenses of performing art-
ist employees, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN): 

S. 4748. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the Solid Start pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. LUJÁN, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. WELCH): 

S. 4749. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to require disclosure of con-
flicts of interest with respect to rulemaking, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. 4750. A bill to ensure efficiency and fair-

ness in Federal subcontracting, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 4751. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to establish and clarify the ap-
plicable statute of limitations for seeking 
remedy for a legal wrong due to agency ac-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CAR-
PER, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 4752. A bill to establish an integrated 
national approach to respond to ongoing and 
expected effects of extreme weather and cli-
mate change by protecting, managing, and 
conserving the fish, wildlife, and plants of 
the United States, and to maximize Govern-
ment efficiency and reduce costs, in coopera-
tion with State and local governments, In-
dian Tribes, Native Hawaiians, and other en-
tities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mr. 
BARRASSO): 

S. 4753. A bill to reform leasing, permit-
ting, and judicial review for certain energy 
and minerals projects, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. COR-
NYN): 

S. 4754. A bill to terminate the obligation 
to repay bonuses of former members of the 
Armed Forces separated for refusing the 
COVID–19 vaccine; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 4755. A bill to reauthorize traumatic 
brain injury programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and 
Mr. CRUZ): 

S.J. Res. 103. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Federal Communications 
Commission relating to ‘‘Safeguarding and 
Securing the Open Internet; Restoring Inter-
net Freedom’’ ; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 91 

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 91, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to 60 dip-
lomats, in recognition of their bravery 
and heroism during the Holocaust. 

S. 459 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
459, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide enhanced pen-
alties for convicted murderers who kill 
or target America’s public safety offi-
cers. 

S. 552 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 552, a bill to extend duty-free 
treatment provided with respect to im-
ports from Haiti under the Caribbean 
Basin Economic Recovery Act. 

S. 618 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 618, a bill to establish the United 
States Foundation for International 
Conservation to promote long-term 
management of protected and con-
served areas, and for other purposes. 

S. 633 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 633, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
Everett Alvarez, Jr., in recognition of 
his service to the United States. 

S. 789 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 789, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint a coin in rec-
ognition of the 100th anniversary of the 
United States Foreign Service and its 
contribution to United States diplo-
macy. 

S. 799 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 799, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide 
Medicare coverage for all physicians’ 
services furnished by doctors of chiro-
practic within the scope of their li-
cense, and for other purposes. 

S. 930 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 930, a bill to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide pub-
lic safety officer benefits for exposure- 
related cancers, and for other purposes. 

S. 1005 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
HEINRICH) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1005, a bill to amend the Energy Con-
servation and Production Act to im-
prove the weatherization assistance 
program, and for other purposes. 

S. 1206 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1206, a bill to amend the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 
1993 to protect civil rights and other-
wise prevent meaningful harm to third 
parties, and for other purposes. 

S. 1409 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1409, a bill to protect 
the safety of children on the internet. 

S. 1527 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1527, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to ensure that 
members of the Armed Forces and 
their families have access to the con-
traception they need in order to pro-
mote the health and readiness of all 
members of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1529 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1529, a bill to amend the Animal Wel-
fare Act to provide for greater protec-
tion of roosters, and for other purposes. 

S. 1558 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1558, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 
brave women who served in World War 
II as members of the U.S. Army Nurse 
Corps and U.S. Navy Nurse Corps. 

S. 1677 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1677, a bill to secure the Federal 
voting rights of persons when released 
from incarceration. 

S. 2176 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2176, a bill to prohibit commercial 
sexual orientation conversion therapy, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2365 
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2365, a bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to authorize funds 
for certain employment and training 
activities, and for other purposes. 

S. 2372 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
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KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2372, a bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to streamline en-
rollment under the Medicaid program 
of certain providers across State lines, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2899 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2899, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to include 
Middle Easterners and North Africans 
in the statutory definition of a ‘‘racial 
and ethnic minority group’’ , and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3458 
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3458, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to clarify the 
application of the in-office ancillary 
services exception to the physician 
self-referral prohibition for drugs fur-
nished under the Medicare program. 

S. 3481 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3481, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to expand and 
expedite access to cardiac rehabilita-
tion programs and pulmonary rehabili-
tation programs under the Medicare 
program, and for other purposes. 

S. 3498 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3498, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for coverage of peer support 
services under the Medicare program. 

S. 3502 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3502, a bill to amend the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act to prevent consumer re-
porting agencies from furnishing con-
sumer reports under certain cir-
cumstances, and for other purposes. 

S. 3519 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from New Mex-
ico (Mr. LUJÁN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 3519, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
to issue guidance on whether hospital 
emergency departments should imple-
ment fentanyl testing as a routine pro-
cedure for patients experiencing an 
overdose, and for other purposes. 

S. 3530 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3530, a bill to retain Federal employ-
ees who are spouses of a member of the 
Armed Forces or the Foreign Service 
when relocating due to an involuntary 
transfer, and for other purposes. 

S. 3546 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 

RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3546, a bill to require a study on the 
quality of care difference between men-
tal health and addiction therapy care 
provided by health care providers of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
compared to non-Department pro-
viders, and for other purposes. 

S. 3694 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3694, a bill to amend the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 and the 
Animal Welfare Act to prohibit the 
taking, importation, exportation, and 
breeding of certain cetaceans for public 
display, and for other purposes. 

S. 3748 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3748, a bill to amend the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 to increase 
voting accessibility for individuals 
with disabilities and older individuals, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3775 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. BENNET) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3775, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize the BOLD Infrastructure for Alz-
heimer’s Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 3832 

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 3832, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to ensure ap-
propriate access to non-opioid pain 
management drugs under part D of the 
Medicare program. 

S. 4047 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4047, a bill to increase, effective as of 
December 1, 2024, the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service- 
connected disabilities and the rates of 
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion for the survivors of certain dis-
abled veterans, and for other purposes. 

S. 4084 

At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4084, a bill to amend the 
Public Works and Economic Develop-
ment Act of 1965 to authorize the Sec-
retary of Commerce to make grants to 
professional nonprofit theaters for the 
purposes of supporting operations, em-
ployment, and economic development. 

S. 4260 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from 
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from 

Vermont (Mr. WELCH), the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) and 
the Senator from California (Ms. BUT-
LER) were added as cosponsors of S. 
4260, a bill to establish protections for 
warehouse workers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 4299 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4299, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Transportation to issue a 
rule relating to the collection of crash-
worthiness information under the New 
Car Assessment Program of the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, and for other purposes. 

S. 4334 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4334, a bill to enhance the security op-
erations of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration and stability of 
the transportation security workforce 
by applying the personnel system 
under title 5, United States Code, to 
employees of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 4345 
At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER, 

the names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. OSSOFF) and the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4345, a bill to amend the 
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 
1978 to reauthorize and expand State- 
wide assessments and strategies for 
forest resources. 

S. 4371 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 4371, a bill to 
amend the Investor Protection and Se-
curities Reform Act of 2010 to provide 
grants to States for enhanced protec-
tion of senior investors and senior pol-
icyholders, and for other purposes. 

S. 4405 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 4405, a bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to repeal the natural gas tax. 

S. 4419 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4419, a bill to require the Science and 
Technology Directorate in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to develop 
greater capacity to detect, identify, 
and disrupt illicit substances in very 
low concentrations. 

S. 4498 
At the request of Mr. MULLIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4498, a bill to amend the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act to extend State plans and other 
plans from a 4-year period to a 5-year 
period, and for other purposes. 
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S. 4516 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4516, a bill to ensure equal protection 
of the law, to prevent racism in the 
Federal Government, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 4532 

At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 
names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. HAGERTY) and the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. SCOTT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4532, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to es-
tablish requirements with respect to 
the use of prior authorization under 
Medicare Advantage plans. 

S. 4539 

At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4539, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make certain pro-
visions with respect to qualified ABLE 
programs permanent. 

S. 4582 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4582, a bill to reauthorize 
the trade adjustment assistance pro-
gram. 

S. 4621 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4621, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to eliminate the ap-
plication of the income tax on cash tips 
through a deduction allowed to all in-
dividual taxpayers. 

S. 4632 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 4632, a bill to 
establish an earlier application proc-
essing cycle for the FAFSA. 

S. 4663 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) and the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 4663, a bill to 
improve administration of the unem-
ployment insurance program by ex-
panding program integrity and anti- 
fraud activities and improving access 
to benefits, and for other purposes. 

S. 4680 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER), the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. WYDEN), the Senator from Arkan-
sas (Mr. COTTON), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), 
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CAS-
SIDY), the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. 
BOOZMAN), the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as 

cosponsors of S. 4680, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to Jens 
Stoltenberg, in recognition of his con-
tributions to the security, unity, and 
defense of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. 

S. 4687 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4687, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to wildland fire-
fighters in recognition of their 
strength, resiliency, sacrifice, and 
service to protect the forests, grass-
lands, and communities of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

S. 4697 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4697, a bill to enhance the cybersecu-
rity of the Healthcare and Public 
Health Sector. 

S. 4700 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4700, a bill to modify the 
governmentwide financial management 
plan, and for other purposes. 

S. 4715 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4715, a bill to require the National 
Cyber Director to submit to Congress a 
plan to establish an institute within 
the Federal Government to serve as a 
centralized resource and training cen-
ter for Federal cyber workforce devel-
opment. 

S. 4717 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4717, a bill to include pregnancy and 
loss of pregnancy as qualifying life 
events under the TRICARE program 
and to require a study on maternal 
health in the military health system, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 4723 
At the request of Ms. BUTLER, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 4723, a bill to 
limit the separation of families at or 
near ports of entry. 

S.J. RES. 39 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 39, a joint resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the 
article of amendment commonly 
known as the ‘‘Equal Rights Amend-
ment’’ has been validly ratified and is 
enforceable as the 28th Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, 
and the Archivist of the United States 
must certify and publish the Equal 
Rights Amendment as the 28th Amend-
ment without delay. 

S.J. RES. 87 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 

SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.J. 
Res. 87, a joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Department 
of the Treasury relating to ‘‘Clean Ve-
hicle Credits Under Sections 25E and 
30D; Transfer of Credits; Critical Min-
erals and Battery Components; Foreign 
Entities of Concern’’. 

S. RES. 569 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 569, a resolution 
recognizing religious freedom as a fun-
damental right, expressing support for 
international religious freedom as a 
cornerstone of United States foreign 
policy, and expressing concern over in-
creased threats to and attacks on reli-
gious freedom around the world. 

S. RES. 616 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 616, a resolution condemning the 
treatment of Dr. Gubad Ibadoghlu by 
the Government of Azerbaijan and urg-
ing his immediate release, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 744 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BUTLER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 744, a resolution ex-
pressing support for the designation of 
June 28, 2024, as ‘‘Stonewall Day’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2118 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2118 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2125 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2125 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2239 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2239 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 
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AMENDMENT NO. 2255 

At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
the name of the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2255 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2287 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MORAN) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 2287 intended to 
be proposed to S. 4638, a bill to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2025 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2360 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. KAINE), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) and the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2360 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2380 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2380 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2390 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2390 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2397 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a 
cosponsor of amendment No. 2397 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 

to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2414 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2414 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2436 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2436 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2442 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2442 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2444 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2444 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2448 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2448 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2478 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 

amendment No. 2478 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2480 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2480 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2484 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2484 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2485 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2485 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2548 
At the request of Mr. KELLY, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY), the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 2548 intended to be proposed 
to S. 4638, a bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2581 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 2581 
intended to be proposed to S. 4638, a 
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2025 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
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to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2610 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2610 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2621 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2621 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2652 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) and the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
2652 intended to be proposed to S. 4638, 
a bill to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2025 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2751 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2751 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2756 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2756 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2757 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2757 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 

appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2803 
At the request of Ms. BUTLER, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2803 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2810 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KELLY) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2810 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2811 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2811 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2831 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a 
cosponsor of amendment No. 2831 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2853 
At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER, 

the names of the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. PETERS), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) 
and the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Ms. HASSAN) were added as cosponsors 
of amendment No. 2853 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 

and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 4744. A bill to amend the Higher 

Education Act of 1965 to establish fair 
and consistent eligibility requirements 
for graduate medical schools operating 
outside the United States and Canada; 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Foreign 
Medical School Accountability Fairness Act 
of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of this Act is to establish con-
sistent eligibility requirements for graduate 
medical schools operating outside of the 
United States and Canada in order to in-
crease accountability and protect United 
States students and taxpayer dollars. 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Three for-profit schools in the Carib-

bean have historically received nearly 3⁄4 of 
all Federal funding under title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 
et seq.) that goes to students enrolled at for-
eign graduate medical schools, despite those 
three schools being exempt from meeting the 
same eligibility requirements as the major-
ity of graduate medical schools located out-
side of the United States and Canada. 

(2) The National Committee on Foreign 
Medical Education and Accreditation and 
the Department of Education recommend 
that all foreign graduate medical schools 
should be required to meet the same eligi-
bility requirements to participate in Federal 
funding under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.). 

(3) The attrition rate at United States 
medical schools averaged 3.2 percent between 
1998 and 2018, while rates at for-profit Carib-
bean medical schools have been known to 
reach 30 percent. 

(4) In 2024, residency match rates for for-
eign trained graduates averaged 67 percent 
compared to 93.5 percent for graduates of 
allopathic medical schools in the United 
States and 92.3 percent for graduates of os-
teopathic medical schools in the United 
States. 

(5) On average, students at for-profit med-
ical schools operating outside of the United 
States and Canada amass more student debt 
than students at medical schools in the 
United States. 
SEC. 4. REPEAL GRANDFATHER PROVISIONS. 

Section 102(a)(2) of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002(a)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking clause 
(i) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) in the case of a graduate medical 
school located outside the United States— 

‘‘(I) at least 60 percent of those enrolled in, 
and at least 60 percent of the graduates of, 
the graduate medical school outside the 
United States were not persons described in 
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section 484(a)(5) in the year preceding the 
year for which a student is seeking a loan 
under part D of title IV; and 

‘‘(II) at least 75 percent of the individuals 
who were students or graduates of the grad-
uate medical school outside the United 
States or Canada (both nationals of the 
United States and others) taking the exami-
nations administered by the Educational 
Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates 
received a passing score in the year pre-
ceding the year for which a student is seek-
ing a loan under part D of title IV;’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B)(iii), by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(V) EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority of a graduate medical school de-
scribed in subclause (I) to qualify for partici-
pation in the loan programs under part D of 
title IV pursuant to this clause shall expire 
beginning on the first July 1 following the 
date of enactment of the Foreign Medical 
School Accountability Fairness Act of 2024.’’. 
SEC. 5. LOSS OF ELIGIBILITY. 

If a graduate medical school loses eligi-
bility to participate in the loan programs 
under part D of title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087a et seq.) due 
to the enactment of the amendments made 
by section 4, then a student enrolled at such 
graduate medical school on or before the 
date of enactment of this Act may, notwith-
standing such loss of eligibility, continue to 
be eligible to receive a loan under such part 
D while attending such graduate medical 
school in which the student was enrolled 
upon the date of enactment of this Act, sub-
ject to the student continuing to meet all 
applicable requirements for satisfactory aca-
demic progress, until the earliest of— 

(1) withdrawal by the student from the 
graduate medical school; 

(2) completion of the program of study by 
the student at the graduate medical school; 
or 

(3) the fourth June 30 after such loss of eli-
gibility. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 4745. A bill to establish the Federal 
Food Administration to protect the 
public health by ensuring the safety of 
food, preventing foodborne illness, 
maintaining safety reviews and reas-
sessments of food additives, reducing 
the prevalence of diet-related chronic 
diseases, enforcing pesticide residue 
tolerances, improving the surveillance 
of foodborne pathogens, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal 
Food Administration Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

tration’’, except as otherwise provided, 
means the Federal Food Administration es-
tablished under section 101(a)(1). 

(2) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commis-
sioner’’, except as otherwise provided, means 
the Commissioner of Foods appointed under 
section 101(a)(2). 

(3) FACILITY.—The term ‘‘facility’’ means 
any factory, warehouse, or establishment 

that is subject to the requirements of section 
415 or 419 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 350d; 350h). 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act, including the amendments made 
by this Act, shall take effect 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 4. FUNDING. 

(a) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—The appropria-
tions, allocations, and other funds that re-
late to the authorities, functions and agen-
cies transferred under section 102 shall be 
transferred to the Administration. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section, such sums as may be 
necessary for fiscal year 2025 and each fiscal 
year thereafter. 

TITLE I—ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL 
FOOD ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL FOOD 
ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established with-

in the Department of Health and Human 
Services an agency to be known as the ‘‘Fed-
eral Food Administration’’. 

(2) HEAD OF ADMINISTRATION.—The Admin-
istration shall be headed by the Commis-
sioner of Foods, who shall have food safety 
expertise, and be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

(3) EFFECT.—The Federal Food and Drug 
Administration shall be renamed the ‘‘Fed-
eral Drug Administration’’ and retain re-
sponsibility for carrying out its responsibil-
ities related to drugs, cosmetics, devices, bi-
ological products, color additives, and to-
bacco. The Commissioner of Food and Drugs 
shall be renamed the ‘‘Commissioner of 
Drugs’’, and shall retain the responsibilities 
of the Commissioner of Food and Drugs, as of 
the day before the date of enactment of this 
Act, except such responsibilities that relate 
to food, which shall be assumed by the Com-
missioner of Food. Each reference in law, 
regulation, document, paper, or other record 
of the United States to the ‘‘Food and Drug 
Administration’’ shall be deemed a reference 
to the ‘‘Federal Drug Administration’’, and 
each reference in law, regulation, document, 
paper, or other record of the United States 
to the ‘‘Commissioner of Food and Drugs’’ 
shall be deemed a reference to the ‘‘Commis-
sioner of Drugs’’. 

(b) DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONER.—The 
Commissioner shall— 

(1) administer and enforce all authorities 
under chapter IV of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 341 et seq.); 

(2) serve as a representative to inter-
national food safety bodies and discussions; 

(3) promulgate and enforce regulations to 
ensure the security of the food supply from 
all forms of contamination, including inten-
tional contamination; and 

(4) oversee— 
(A) implementation of Federal food efforts; 
(B) inspection, labeling, enforcement, and 

research efforts to protect the public health; 
(C) development of consistent and science- 

based standards for safe food; 
(D) safety reviews and reassessments of 

food additives; 
(E) establishment and enforcement of tol-

erances for poisonous or deleterious sub-
stances; 

(F) monitoring and enforcement of pes-
ticide residue tolerances in or on foods; 

(G) coordination and prioritization of food 
research and education programs with other 
Federal agencies; 

(H) prioritization of Federal food efforts 
and deployment of Federal food resources to 
achieve the greatest benefit in reducing 
foodborne illness and diet-related chronic 
diseases; 

(I) coordination of the Federal response to 
foodborne illness outbreaks with other Fed-
eral and State agencies; 

(J) integration of Federal food activities 
with State and local agencies; and 

(K) assignment of tolerances for animal 
drugs used in food-producing animals. 
SEC. 102. TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY, FUNCTIONS 

AND AGENCIES. 
(a) TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY.—The Admin-

istration shall assume responsibility for car-
rying out chapter IV of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 341 et seq.) 
and maintain all enforcement authorities 
with respect to food held by the Food and 
Drug Administration on the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(b) TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS.—For each 
Federal agency, office, and center specified 
in subsection (c), there are transferred to the 
Administration all functions that the head 
of the Federal agency exercised on the day 
before the date of enactment of this Act (in-
cluding all related functions of any officer or 
employee of the Federal agency) that relate 
to administration or enforcement of the food 
law, as determined by the President. 

(c) TRANSFERRED AGENCIES.—The Federal 
agencies referred to in subsection (b) are— 

(1) the resources and facilities of the Cen-
ter for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition of 
the Food and Drug Administration that ad-
minister chapter IV of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetics Act (21 U.S.C. 341 et 
seq.); 

(2) the resources and facilities of the Office 
of Regulatory Affairs of the Food and Drug 
Administration that administer and conduct 
inspections of food and feed facilities and im-
ports; 

(3) the resources and facilities of the Cen-
ter for Veterinary Medicine of the Food and 
Drug Administration that administer chap-
ter IV of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metics Act (21 U.S.C. 341 et seq.); 

(4) the Office of Food Policy and Response 
of the Food and Drug Administration; and 

(5) such other offices, services, or agencies 
as the President designates by Executive 
order to carry out this Act. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subchapter 
A of chapter VII of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 371 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 716. REGULATION OF FOOD. 

‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, beginning on the date that is 180 
days after the date of enactment of the Fed-
eral Food Administration Act of 2024, any 
authority under this Act that relates to food 
shall be under the authority of the Federal 
Food Administration, and shall be carried 
out by the Commissioner of Food. Any ref-
erence in this Act to authorities related to 
food held by the Secretary shall be deemed 
to be a reference to authorities held by the 
Commissioner of Food.’’. 
SEC. 103. ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE ADMINIS-

TRATION. 
(a) OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.—The Com-

missioner may— 
(1) appoint officers and employees for the 

Administration in accordance with the pro-
visions of title 5, United States Code, relat-
ing to appointment in the competitive serv-
ice; and 

(2) fix the compensation of those officers 
and employees in accordance with chapter 51 
and with subchapter III of chapter 53 of that 
title, relating to classification and General 
Schedule pay rates. 

(b) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Ad-
ministration may— 

(1) procure the services of temporary or 
intermittent experts and consultants as au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code; and 
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(2) pay in connection with those services 

the travel expenses of the experts and con-
sultants, including transportation and per 
diem in lieu of subsistence while away from 
the homes or regular places of business of 
the individuals, as authorized by section 5703 
of that title. 

(c) BUREAUS, OFFICES, AND DIVISIONS.—The 
Commissioner may establish within the Ad-
ministration such bureaus, offices, and divi-
sions as the Commissioner determines are 
necessary to perform the duties of the Com-
missioner. 

(d) ADVISORY COMMITTEES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner shall 

establish advisory committees that consist 
of representative of scientific expert bodies, 
academics, industry specialists, and con-
sumers. 

(2) DUTIES.—The duties of an advisory com-
mittee established under paragraph (1) may 
include developing recommendations with 
respect to the development of regulatory 
science and processes, research, communica-
tions, performance standards, and inspec-
tion. 

TITLE II—ADMINISTRATION OF FOODS 
PROGRAM 

SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT OF INSPECTION PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner shall 
establish an inspection program, which shall 
include inspections of food facilities subject 
to subsection (b) and in accordance with sec-
tion 202. 

(b) FACILITY CATEGORIES.—Not later than 6 
months after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Commissioner shall issue formal 
guidance defining the criteria by which food 
facilities will be divided into ‘‘high-risk,’’ 
‘‘intermediate risk,’’ and ‘‘low-risk’’ facili-
ties. 

(c) INSPECTION FREQUENCIES.—Frequency of 
inspections of food facilities under this Act 
shall be based on the categories defined pur-
suant to subjection (b) and in accordance 
with section 202. 
SEC. 202. INSPECTIONS OF FOOD FACILITIES. 

(a) FREQUENCY OF INSPECTIONS.— 
(1) HIGH-RISK FACILITIES.—The Commis-

sioner shall inspect high-risk facilities not 
less than once per a year. 

(2) ‘‘INTERMEDIATE-RISK FACILITIES .—The 
Commissioner shall inspect intermediate- 
risk facilities not less than once every 2 
years. 

(3) ‘‘LOW-RISK FACILITIES.—The Commis-
sioner shall inspect low risk facilities, which 
shall include warehouses or similar facilities 
that engage in packaging or distribution, 
and pose very minimal public health risk, 
not less than once every 3 years. 

(b) INFANT FORMULA MANUFACTURING FA-
CILITIES.—The Commissioner shall inspect 
the facilities of each manufacturer of infant 
formula not less than every 6 months. 

(c) FEDERAL AND STATE COOPERATION.—The 
Commissioner shall contract with State offi-
cials to carry out half of the safety inspec-
tions required under this section. 
SEC. 203. COMPLIANCE CHECKS. 

Not later than 30 days after issuing a form 
that is equivalent to an FDA Form 483 to a 
facility, pursuant to an inspection under sec-
tion 704 of Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act (21 U.S.C. 374), the Commissioner shall 
conduct a follow-up compliance check with 
the facility. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2919. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2025 for military activities of the 

Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2920. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2921. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2922. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2923. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2924. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2925. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2926. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2927. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2928. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2929. Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2930. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2931. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2932. Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2933. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2934. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2935. Mr. LUJÁN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2936. Mr. LUJÁN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2937. Ms. WARREN (for herself and Ms. 
ERNST) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by her to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2938. Ms. SMITH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2939. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2940. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 

bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2941. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2942. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2943. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2944. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2945. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for Mr. LEE 
(for himself and Mr. BLUMENTHAL)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Blumenthal to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2946. Mr. TUBERVILLE (for Mr. LEE) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Tuberville to the bill S. 4638 , 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2947. Mr. MULLIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2948. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms. 
HIRONO) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2949. Mr. REED submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2950. Mr. REED submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2951. Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2952. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2953. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2954. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2955. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Ms. HASSAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2956. Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. COONS, and Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida) submitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2957. Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. BUDD, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. FISCHER, 
and Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2958. Mr. SCOTT of Florida submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2959. Mr. SCOTT of Florida submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2960. Mr. SCOTT of Florida submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 
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SA 2961. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 

and Mr. OSSOFF) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2962. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2963. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2964. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and 
Mr. RISCH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2965. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2966. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2967. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2968. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2969. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2970. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2971. Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, and Mr. KING) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2972. Mr. BENNET submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2973. Mr. MULLIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2974. Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. COT-
TON) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by her to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2975. Ms. ERNST (for herself and Ms. 
WARREN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2976. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2977. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2978. Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mr. 
HEINRICH) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2979. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2980. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2981. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2982. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2983. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. MORAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2984. Ms. BUTLER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2985. Ms. BUTLER (for herself and Mrs. 
BRITT) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by her to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2986. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2987. Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
WELCH, and Mr. RISCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2988. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2989. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2990. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2991. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2992. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2993. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, and Mr. CRAMER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2994. Mr. OSSOFF submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2995. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2996. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2997. Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2998. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2999. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3000. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3001. Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. BRAUN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3002. Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, and Mr. BROWN) submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3003. Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. REED, and Mr. ROMNEY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3004. Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, and Mr. FETTERMAN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3005. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3006. Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. KING) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3007. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
THUNE) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by her to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3008. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
LANKFORD) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3009. Mr. HICKENLOOPER submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3010. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself, 
Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. BENNET, and 
Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3011. Mr. HICKENLOOPER submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3012. Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and 
Mr. PETERS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3013. Mr. MORAN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3014. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3015. Mr. LANKFORD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3016. Mr. LANKFORD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3017. Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3018. Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 
TESTER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3019. Mr. ROMNEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3020. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3021. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agencies to 
include a list of outdated or duplicative re-
porting requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes. 
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SA 3022. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 

amendment to amendment SA 3021 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill S. 2073, supra. 

SA 3023. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2073, supra. 

SA 3024. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 3023 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill S. 2073, supra. 

SA 3025. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 3024 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the amendment SA 3023 
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill S. 2073, 
supra. 

SA 3026. Mr. MULLIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3027. Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. COONS, and Mr. TILLIS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3028. Mr. PETERS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3029. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3030. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3031. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3032. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3033. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3034. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3035. Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. HEINRICH) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3036. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3037. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3038. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3039. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3040. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3041. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3042. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and 
Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 

4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3043. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3044. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and 
Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3045. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3046. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3047. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3048. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
OSSOFF) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3049. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. DURBIN 
(for himself, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. HAWLEY, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KING, Mr. LEE, and Mr. 
SCHUMER)) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 3696, to improve rights to relief for in-
dividuals affected by non-consensual activi-
ties involving intimate digital forgeries, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2919. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lllll. ACCESS TO BENEFICIAL OWNER-

SHIP INFORMATION. 
Section 5336 of title 31, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-

section (k); and 
(2) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(j) ACCESS TO BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP IN-

FORMATION.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) ACCESS LICENSE.—The term ‘access li-

cense’ means a license to access beneficial 
ownership information on an oin accordance 
with this subsection. 

‘‘(B) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘covered 
entity’ means a financial institution that 
provides, or an entity that assists a financial 
institution in providing, screening services. 

‘‘(C) PERMITTED PERSONNEL.—The term 
‘permitted personnel’ means personnel of a 
covered entity who are permitted to access 
beneficial ownership information in accord-
ance with this subsection. 

‘‘(D) PERMITTED PURPOSE.—The term ‘per-
mitted purpose’ means the use of beneficial 
ownership information for screening serv-
ices. 

‘‘(E) SCREENING SERVICES.—The term 
‘screening services’ means the risk manage-
ment procedures and activities undertaken 
by permitted personnel for the protection of 
the United States national security from 
international illicit actors and corrupt for-

eign officials who seek to exploit the finan-
cial systems of the United States by engag-
ing in illicit activity such as serious tax 
fraud, human and drug trafficking, money 
laundering, financing terrorism. 

‘‘(2) ACCESS LICENSES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this section, the Director 
shall establish a process by which covered 
entities may apply to the Director for an ac-
cess license. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION.—The Director may 
not issue an access license to a covered enti-
ty unless the Director determines that— 

‘‘(i) access to beneficial ownership infor-
mation under this subsection is predicated 
upon a reasonable concern for United States 
national security and United States eco-
nomic stability, by identifying international 
illicit actors and corrupt foreign officials 
and preventing international illicit activity 
such as— 

‘‘(I) international terrorist financing; 
‘‘(II) any activity engaged in by an agent 

of the Government of Iran, North Korea, 
Syria, or any other government the Sec-
retary of State has determined has repeat-
edly provided support for acts of inter-
national terrorism for purposes of— 

‘‘(aa) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(i) of the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 
4813(c)(1)(A)(i)); 

‘‘(bb) section 620A of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371); 

‘‘(cc) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d)); or 

‘‘(dd) any other provision of law; 
‘‘(III) any activity engaged in by any indi-

vidual or entity included on the list of spe-
cially designated nationals and blocked per-
sons maintained by the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control of the Department of the Treas-
ury; or 

‘‘(IV) any other illicit financial conduct di-
rectly or indirectly supporting a 
transnational criminal organization, 
transnational drug trafficking organization, 
or transnational money laundering organiza-
tion; 

‘‘(ii) the covered entity limits access to 
and use of the beneficial ownership informa-
tion to permitted personnel of the covered 
entity in connection with, or to support, 
screening services; and 

‘‘(C) the use, disclosure, and retention of 
the beneficial ownership information is 
strictly limited to a permitted purpose. 

‘‘(D) DURATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An access license issued 

under this subsection shall expire on the 
date that is 2 years after the date on which 
the license is issued. 

‘‘(ii) RENEWAL.—An expired access license 
may be renewed for 2-year periods in accord-
ance with the process established under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(3) REGULATIONS.—The Director shall pro-
mulgate regulations governing the use, dis-
closure, and retention of the beneficial own-
ership information accessed pursuant to an 
access license issued under this subsection.’’. 

SA 2920. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title IX, add the 
following: 
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SEC. 910. ELIMINATION OF THE CHIEF DIVERSITY 

OFFICER AND SENIOR ADVISORS 
FOR DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION. 

(a) REPEAL OF POSITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 147 of title 10, 

United States Code, is repealed. 
(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

sections at the beginning of chapter 4 of such 
title is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 147. 

(b) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 913 of 
the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 147 note) is 
repealed. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON ESTABLISHMENT OF SIMI-
LAR POSITIONS.—No Federal funds may be ob-
ligated or expended to establish a position 
within the Department of Defense that is the 
same as or substantially similar to— 

(1) the position of Chief Diversity Officer, 
as described in section 147 of title 10, United 
States Code, as such section was in effect be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act; or 

(2) the position of Senior Advisor for Diver-
sity and Inclusion, as described in section 
913(b) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 
147 note), as such section was in effect before 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SA 2921. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. DENIAL OF RETIREMENT BENEFITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 
83 of title 5, United States Code, is amended 
by inserting after section 8312 the following: 
‘‘§ 8312a. Convicted child molesters 

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An individual, or a sur-

vivor or beneficiary of an individual, may 
not be paid annuity or retired pay on the 
basis of the service of the individual which is 
creditable toward the annuity or retired pay, 
subject to the exceptions in sections 8311(2) 
and (3) of this title and subsections (d) and 
(e) of this section, if the individual is con-
victed of an offense— 

‘‘(A) within the purview of section 2241(c), 
section 2243(a), or paragraph (3) or (5) of sec-
tion 2244(a) of title 18; and 

‘‘(B) for which the conduct constituting 
the offense is committed on or after the date 
of enactment of this section, which shall in-
clude any offense that includes conduct that 
continued on or after such date of enact-
ment. 

‘‘(2) NOTICE.—If an individual entitled to 
an annuity or retired pay is convicted of an 
offense described in paragraph (1), the Attor-
ney General shall notify the head of the 
agency administering the annuity or retired 
pay of the individual. 

‘‘(b) FOREIGN OFFENSES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-

section (a), a conviction of an offense within 
the meaning of such subsection may be es-
tablished if the Attorney General certifies to 
the agency administering the annuity or re-
tired pay concerned— 

‘‘(A) that an individual has been convicted 
by an impartial court of appropriate jurisdic-
tion within a foreign country in cir-
cumstances in which the conduct would con-

stitute an offense described in subsection 
(a)(1), had such conduct taken place within 
the United States, and that such conviction 
is not being appealed or that final action has 
been taken on such appeal; 

‘‘(B) that such conviction was obtained in 
accordance with procedures that provided 
the defendant due process rights comparable 
to such rights provided by the United States 
Constitution, and such conviction was based 
upon evidence which would have been admis-
sible in the courts of the United States; and 

‘‘(C) that such conduct occurred after the 
date of enactment of this section, which 
shall include any offense that includes con-
duct that continued on or after such date of 
enactment. 

‘‘(2) REVIEW.—Any certification made pur-
suant to this subsection shall be subject to 
review by the United States Court of Federal 
Claims based upon the application of the in-
dividual concerned, or his or her attorney, 
alleging that a condition set forth in sub-
paragraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (1), as 
certified by the Attorney General, has not 
been satisfied in his or her particular cir-
cumstances. Should the court determine 
that any of these conditions has not been 
satisfied in such case, the court shall order 
any annuity or retirement benefit to which 
the individual concerned is entitled to be re-
stored and shall order that any payments 
which may have been previously denied or 
withheld to be paid by the department or 
agency concerned. 

‘‘(c) ABSENCE FROM THE UNITED STATES TO 
AVOID PROSECUTION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An individual, or a sur-
vivor or beneficiary of an individual, may 
not be paid annuity or retired pay on the 
basis of the service of the individual in any 
position as an officer or employee of the Fed-
eral Government which is creditable toward 
the annuity or retired pay, subject to the ex-
ceptions in sections 8311(2) and (3) of this 
title, if the individual— 

‘‘(A) is under indictment for an offense de-
scribed in subsection (a); and 

‘‘(B) willfully remains outside the United 
States, or its territories and possessions in-
cluding the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
for more than 1 year with knowledge of the 
indictment. 

‘‘(2) PERIOD.—The prohibition on payment 
of annuity or retired pay under paragraph (1) 
applies during the period— 

‘‘(A) beginning on the day after the end of 
the 1-year period described in paragraph (1); 
and 

‘‘(B) ending on the date on which— 
‘‘(i) a nolle prosequi to the entire indict-

ment is entered on the record or the charges 
are dismissed by competent authority; 

‘‘(ii) the individual returns and thereafter 
the indictment or charges is or are dis-
missed; or 

‘‘(iii) after trial by court or court-martial, 
the accused is found not guilty of the offense 
or offenses. 

‘‘(d) PARDONS.— 
‘‘(1) RESTORATION OF ANNUITY OR RETIRED 

PAY.—If an individual who forfeits an annu-
ity or retired pay under this section is par-
doned by the President, the right of the indi-
vidual and a survivor or beneficiary of the 
individual to receive annuity or retired pay 
previously denied under this section is re-
stored as of the date of the pardon. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—Payment of annuity or 
retired pay which is restored under para-
graph (1) based on pardon by the President 
may not be made for a period before the date 
of pardon. 

‘‘(e) PAYMENTS TO VICTIMS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

8346(a), section 8470(a), or any other provi-
sion of law exempting an annuity or retired 
pay from execution, levy, attachment, gar-

nishment, or other legal process, if the annu-
ity or retired pay of an individual is subject 
to forfeiture under this section, the head of 
the agency administering the annuity or re-
tired pay shall pay, from amounts that 
would have been used to pay the annuity or 
retired pay, amounts to a victim of an of-
fense described in subsection (a) committed 
by the individual if and to the extent pay-
ment of such amounts is expressly provided 
for in— 

‘‘(A) any court order of restitution to or 
similar compensation of the victim; or 

‘‘(B) any court order or other similar proc-
ess in the nature of garnishment for the en-
forcement of a judgment rendered against 
such individual relating to the offense or the 
course of conduct constituting the offense. 

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The total amount 
paid to a victim under paragraph (1) shall 
not exceed the amount that is subject to for-
feiture under this section. 

‘‘(3) LIMIT ON REFUNDS.—Contributions and 
deposits by an individual whose annuity or 
retired pay is subject to forfeiture under this 
section shall not be refunded under section 
8316 to the extent the amount of such con-
tributions or deposits are paid to a victim 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(f) SPOUSE OR CHILDREN EXCEPTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Of-

fice of Personnel Management shall pre-
scribe regulations that may provide for the 
payment to the spouse or children of an indi-
vidual who forfeits an annuity or retired pay 
under this section of any amounts which 
(but for this subsection) would otherwise 
have been nonpayable by reason of this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(2) SCOPE.—The regulations prescribed 
under paragraph (1) shall be consistent with 
the requirements of section 8332(o)(5) and 
8411(l)(5), as applicable.’’. 

(b) NONACCRUAL OF INTEREST ON RE-
FUNDS.—Section 8316 of title 5, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘under 
section 8312a or’’ before ‘‘because an indi-
vidual’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘or’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) if the individual is convicted of an of-

fense described in section 8312a(a), for the pe-
riod after the conviction.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 83 of title 5, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting after 
the item relating to section 8312 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘8312a. Convicted child molesters.’’. 

SA 2922. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1216. AVAILABILITY OF AUTHORIZED FUNDS 

FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
STATE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM. 

Section 341(e)(1) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 
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(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) for a period of not more than 2 years 

beginning on the first day of the fiscal year 
for which such funds are appropriated.’’. 

SA 2923. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. INCLUSION OF CERTAIN PERSONS OF 

THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
ON ENTITY LISTS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) On February 1, 2023, a spy balloon origi-
nating from the People’s Republic of China 
was identified over the skies of Montana. 

(2) From the time the balloon entered the 
airspace of the United States until the bal-
loon was terminated on February 4, 2023, the 
balloon collected and transmitted data re-
garding sensitive national security sites, 
such as the missile fields at Malmstrom Air 
Force Base, Cascade County, Montana. 

(3) Following the incident the Bureau of 
Industry and Security added 6 entities of the 
People’s Republic of China to the Entity List 
set forth in Supplement No. 4 to part 744 of 
the Export Administration Regulations due 
to support by such entities for military pro-
grams of the People’s Republic of China re-
lated to airships and balloons. 

(4) Of the 6 entities, only 1 has been added 
to the Non-SDN Chinese Military-Industrial 
Complex Companies List maintained by the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control of the De-
partment of the Treasury and subject to 
sanctions by the Department of the Treas-
ury. 

(5) According to Executive Order 14032 (86 
Fed. Reg. 30145; relating to addressing the 
threat from securities investments that fi-
nance certain companies of the People’s Re-
public of China)— 

(A) there is a ‘‘threat posed by the mili-
tary-industrial complex of the People’s Re-
public of China and its involvement in mili-
tary, intelligence, and security research and 
development programs, and weapons and re-
lated equipment production under’’ the Mili-
tary-Civil Fusion strategy of the People’s 
Republic of China; and 

(B) ‘‘the use of Chinese surveillance tech-
nology outside the PRC and the development 
or use of Chinese surveillance tech- nology 
to facilitate repression or serious human 
rights abuse constitute unusual and extraor-
dinary threats, which have their source in 
whole or substantial part outside the United 
States, to the national security, foreign pol-
icy, and economy of the United States’’. 

(6) Executive Order 14032 explicitly expands 
the scope of Executive Order 13959 (50 U.S.C. 
1701 note; relating to addressing the threat 
from securities investments that finance 
Communist Chinese military companies). 

(b) INCLUSION ON NON-SDN CHINESE MILI-
TARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX COMPANIES 
LIST.—Not later than 90 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall include on the Non- 
SDN Chinese Military-Industrial Complex 
Companies List maintained by the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control of the Department of 
the Treasury the following persons: 

(1) The Beijing Nanjiang Aerospace Tech-
nology Company. 

(2) The Dongguan Lingkong Remote Sens-
ing Technology Company. 

(3) The Eagles Men Aviation Science and 
Technology Group Company. 

(4) The Guangzhou Tian-Hai-Xiang Avia-
tion Technology Company. 

(5) The Shanxi Eagles Men Aviation 
Science and Technology Group Company. 

(c) INCLUSION ON SDN LIST.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
include on the list of specially designated 
nationals and blocked persons maintained by 
the Office of Foreign Assets Control the fol-
lowing persons: 

(1) Xiong Qunli, the Chairman of China 
Electronics Technology Group Corporation. 

(2) Wu Zhe, a Chinese scientist and pro-
fessor of aeronautics at Beihang University. 

(3) Wang Dong, the General Manager and 
largest shareholder of Deluxe Family. 

SA 2924. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle E of 
title X, insert the following: 
SEC. lll. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

ADULT CABARET PERFORMANCES. 
(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-

ized to be appropriated by this Act for fiscal 
year 2025 for the Department of Defense and 
no facilities owned or operated by Depart-
ment of Defense may be used to host, adver-
tise, or otherwise support an adult cabaret 
performance. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADULT CABARET PERFORMANCE.—The 

term ‘‘adult cabaret performance’’ means a 
performance that features topless dancers, 
go-go dancers, exotic dances, strippers, or 
male or female impersonators who provide 
entertainment that appeals to prurient in-
terest. 

(2) FACILITIES OWNED OR OPERATED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—The term ‘‘facili-
ties owned or operated by the Department of 
Defense’’ means any facility owned, oper-
ated, or defended by members of the Armed 
Forces or civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including maritime vessels, 
OCONUS installations, Department of State 
facilities, intelligence community facilities, 
and cemeteries. 

(3) HOST, ADVERTISE, OR OTHERWISE SUP-
PORT.—The term ‘‘host, advertise, or other-
wise support’’ includes such activities as so-
cial media, background checks, transpor-
tation or escort, meal services, event venues, 
nongovernmental or nonmilitary related 
flags, banners, and fliers. 
SEC. ll. ELIMINATION OF DISCRETION OF MILI-

TARY CHAIN OF COMMAND AND SEN-
IOR CIVILIAN LEADERSHIP WITH RE-
SPECT TO DISPLAY OF FLAGS. 

Section 1052(d)(1)(N) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 
(Public Law 118–31; 10 U.S.C. 2661 note) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (N). 

SA 2925. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 

and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

WUHAN INSTITUTE OF VIROLOGY. 
None of the funds authorized to be appro-

priated by this Act may be made available, 
directly or indirectly, to the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology. 

SA 2926. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle H of 
title X, insert the following: 
SEC. 10llll. WOUNDED KNEE MASSACRE ME-

MORIAL AND SACRED SITE. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) RESTRICTED FEE STATUS.—The term ‘‘re-

stricted fee status’’ means a status in which 
the Tribal land— 

(A) shall continue to be owned by the 
Tribes; 

(B) shall be part of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation and expressly made subject to 
the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the Og-
lala Sioux Tribe; 

(C) shall not be transferred without the 
consent of Congress and the Tribes; 

(D) shall not be subject to taxation by a 
State or local government; and 

(E) shall not be subject to any provision of 
law providing for the review or approval by 
the Secretary of the Interior before the 
Tribes may use the land for any purpose as 
allowed by the document titled ‘‘Covenant 
Between the Oglala Sioux Tribe and the 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe’’ and dated Oc-
tober 21, 2022, directly, or through agreement 
with another party. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(3) TRIBAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Tribal land’’ 
means the approximately 40 acres (including 
the surface and subsurface estate, and min-
eral estate, and any and all improvements, 
structures, and personal property on those 
acres) on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in Oglala Lakota County, at Rural County 
Road 4, Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and 
generally depicted as ‘‘Area of Interest’’ on 
the map entitled ‘‘Wounded Knee Sacred Site 
and Memorial Land’’ and dated October 26, 
2022, which is a segment of the December 29, 
1890, Wounded Knee Massacre site. 

(4) TRIBES.—The term ‘‘Tribes’’ means the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe and Cheyenne River 
Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reserva-
tion, both tribes being among the con-
stituent tribes of the Great Sioux Nation and 
signatories to the Fort Laramie Treaty of 
1868 between the United States of America 
and the Great Sioux Nation, 15 Stat. 635. 

(b) LAND HELD IN RESTRICTED FEE STATUS 
BY THE TRIBES.— 

(1) ACTION BY SECRETARY.—Not later than 
365 days after enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall— 

(A) complete all actions, including docu-
mentation and minor corrections to the sur-
vey and legal description of Tribal land, nec-
essary for the Tribal land to be held by the 
Tribes in restricted fee status; and 
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(B) appropriately assign each applicable 

private and municipal utility and service 
right or agreement with regard to the Tribal 
land. 

(2) CONDITIONS.— 
(A) FEDERAL LAWS RELATING TO INDIAN 

LAND.—Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the Tribal land shall be subject to 
Federal laws relating to Indian country, as 
defined by section 1151 of title 18, United 
States Code and protected by the restriction 
against alienation in section 177 of title 25, 
United States Code. 

(B) USE OF LAND.—The Tribal land shall be 
used for the purposes allowed by the docu-
ment titled ‘‘Covenant Between the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe and the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe’’ and dated October 21, 2022. 

(C) ENCUMBRANCES AND AGREEMENTS.—The 
Tribal land shall remain subject to any pri-
vate or municipal encumbrance, right-of- 
way, restriction, easement of record, or util-
ity service agreement in effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(D) GAMING.—Pursuant to the document ti-
tled ‘‘Covenant Between the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe and the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe’’ 
and dated October 21, 2022, the Tribal land 
shall not be used for gaming activity under 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 
2701 et seq.). 

SA 2927. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 1239. REPORT ON CONFLICT IN UKRAINE. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Defense shall submit to Congress a report on 
the ongoing conflict in Ukraine that includes 
information on casualties, wounded, and ma-
terials or equipment losses for each country 
involved in the conflict . 

SA 2928. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

ACADEMY OF MILITARY MEDICAL 
SCIENCES OF THE PEOPLE’S LIB-
ERATION ARMY. 

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act may be made available, 
directly or indirectly, to the Academy of 
Military Medical Sciences of the People’s 
Liberation Army or any research institute 
controlled by, or affiliated with, the Acad-
emy of Military Medical Sciences of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army, including the Beijing 
Institute of Microbiology and Epidemiology. 

SA 2929. Mr. BRAUN (for himself and 
Mr. YOUNG) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 

bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title II, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. PLAN FOR LEVERAGING HYPERSONIC 

TEST FACILITIES OF ACADEMIC IN-
STITUTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the 
congressional defense committees a plan for 
leveraging the hypersonic test facilities of 
academic institutions to lower the cost bur-
den of hypersonic testing on industry and ac-
celerate innovation, development, and de-
ployment of new systems, while addressing 
critical national security needs. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The plan submitted pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) An inventory of current hypersonics 
test infrastructure. 

(2) An inventory and the status of relevant 
hypersonics test infrastructure planned or 
under construction. 

(3) An assessment of relevant hypersonics 
test infrastructure at academic institutions. 

(4) A proposal for standardizing accessi-
bility, cost structures, and use requirements 
for hypersonic facilities at academic institu-
tions to match those of facilities located at 
Department of Defense laboratories and De-
partment-supported industry test facilities. 

(5) A timeline for implementation of this 
standardization. 

SA 2930. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of part I of subtitle F of title V, 
insert the following: 
SEC. 578. INTERVENTIONS RELATING TO DYS-

LEXIA AT SCHOOLS OPERATED BY 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDU-
CATION ACTIVITY. 

(a) DYSLEXIA SCREENING PROGRAM.—The 
Director of the Department of Defense Edu-
cation Activity shall establish a dyslexia 
screening program, under which each school 
operated by the Activity screens— 

(1) each student enrolled in the school for 
dyslexia near the end of kindergarten and 
near the end of first grade; and 

(2) screens new enrollees in the school re-
gardless of year, unless the new enrollee has 
already been diagnosed with dyslexia. 

(b) OTHER INTERVENTIONS.—The Director 
shall— 

(1) develop and implement a plan for com-
prehensive literacy instruction; 

(2) provide high-quality training for school 
personnel, particularly specialized instruc-
tional support personnel related to dyslexia; 
and 

(3) ensure that each district of schools op-
erated by the Activity employs at least one 
specialized instructional support personnel 
who specializes in dyslexia. 

(c) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of the enactment of this 

Act, and every 180 days thereafter, the Direc-
tor shall submit to Congress a report on the 
implementation of the dyslexia screening 
program required by subsection (a) and on 
the high-quality training for school per-
sonnel required by subsection (b) that in-
cludes the number of students identified as 
having dyslexia under the program. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY INSTRUC-

TION.—The term ‘‘comprehensive literacy in-
struction’’ has the meaning given that term 
in section 2221(b)(1) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
6641(b)(1)). 

(2) DYSLEXIA.—The term ‘‘dyslexia’’ means 
an unexpected difficulty in reading for an in-
dividual who has the intelligence to be a 
much better reader, most commonly caused 
by a difficulty in the phonological processing 
(the appreciation of the individual sounds of 
spoken language), which affects the ability 
of an individual to speak, read, and spell. 

(3) DYSLEXIA SCREENING PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘‘dyslexia screening program’’ means a 
screening program for dyslexia that is— 

(A) evidence-based (as defined in section 
8101(21)(A)(i) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7801(21)(A)(i))) with proven psychometrics for 
validity; 

(B) efficient and low-cost; and 
(C) readily available. 
(4) SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

PERSONNEL.—The term ‘‘specialized instruc-
tional support personnel’’ means personnel 
described in section 8101(47)(A)(ii) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801(47)(A)(ii)). 

SA 2931. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle H of 
title X, insert the following: 
SECTION 10lllll. REINSTATEMENT OF THE 

BULL MOUNTAINS MINING PLAN 
MODIFICATION. 

(a) DEFINITION OF BULL MOUNTAINS MINING 
PLAN MODIFICATION.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘Bull Mountains Mining Plan Modifica-
tion’’ means Amendment 3, Bull Mountains 
Mine No. 1, Mining Plan Modification for 
Federal Coal Lease MTM 97988, that was— 

(1) analyzed by the Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement Environ-
mental Assessment, dated May 11, 2018; 

(2) approved by the Department of the In-
terior Assistant Secretary for Land and Min-
erals Management on August 3, 2018; 

(3) further analyzed in the Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement Envi-
ronmental Assessment, dated October 2020; 
and 

(4) affirmed by Department of the Interior 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Land and Minerals Management in a concur-
rence memorandum, dated November 18, 2020. 

(b) BULL MOUNTAINS MINING PLAN MODI-
FICATION REINSTATEMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall, without 
modification or delay, reinstate the Bull 
Mountains Mining Plan Modification. 

(2) DURATION.—On reinstatement under 
paragraph (1), the Bull Mountains Mining 
Plan Modification shall remain in effect and 
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operational until mining under the Bull 
Mountains Mining Plan Modification is com-
plete, as determined by the Montana Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality. 

SA 2932. Mr. DAINES (for himself 
and Mr. TESTER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION E—FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COM-

MUNITY WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT 
ACT OF 2024 

SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Fort 

Belknap Indian Community Water Rights 
Settlement Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 5002. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this division are— 
(1) to achieve a fair, equitable, and final 

settlement of claims to water rights in the 
State of Montana for— 

(A) the Fort Belknap Indian Community of 
the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; 
and 

(B) the United States, acting as trustee for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
allottees; 

(2) to authorize, ratify, and confirm the 
water rights compact entered into by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community and the 
State, to the extent that the Compact is con-
sistent with this division; 

(3) to authorize and direct the Secretary— 
(A) to execute the Compact; and 
(B) to take any other actions necessary to 

carry out the Compact in accordance with 
this division; 

(4) to authorize funds necessary for the im-
plementation of the Compact and this divi-
sion; and 

(5) to authorize the exchange and transfer 
of certain Federal and State land. 
SEC. 5003. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) ALLOTTEE.—The term ‘‘allottee’’ means 

an individual who holds a beneficial real 
property interest in an allotment of Indian 
land that is— 

(A) located within the Reservation; and 
(B) held in trust by the United States. 
(2) BLACKFEET TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Black-

feet Tribe’’ means the Blackfeet Tribe of the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana. 

(3) CERCLA.—The term ‘‘CERCLA’’ means 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(4) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commis-
sioner’’ means the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation. 

(5) COMPACT.—The term ‘‘Compact’’ 
means— 

(A) the Fort Belknap-Montana water 
rights compact dated April 16, 2001, as con-
tained in section 85–20–1001 of the Montana 
Code Annotated (2021); and 

(B) any appendix (including appendix 
amendments), part, or amendment to the 
Compact that is executed to make the Com-
pact consistent with this division. 

(6) ENFORCEABILITY DATE.—The term ‘‘en-
forceability date’’ means the date described 
in section 5011(f). 

(7) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The 
term ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community’’ 
means the Gros Ventre and Assiniboine 

Tribes of the Fort Belknap Reservation of 
Montana, a federally recognized Indian Trib-
al entity included on the list published by 
the Secretary pursuant to section 104(a) of 
the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe List 
Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131(a)). 

(8) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Council’’ means the governing body 
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(9) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 
PROJECT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap 
Indian Irrigation Project’’ means the Federal 
Indian irrigation project constructed and op-
erated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, con-
sisting of the Milk River unit, including— 

(i) the Three Mile unit; and 
(ii) the White Bear unit. 
(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap 

Indian Irrigation Project’’ includes any addi-
tion to the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project constructed pursuant to this divi-
sion, including expansion of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project, the 
Pumping Plant, delivery Pipe and Canal, the 
Fort Belknap Reservoir and Dam, and the 
Peoples Creek Flood Protection Project. 

(10) IMPLEMENTATION FUND.—The term ‘‘Im-
plementation Fund’’ means the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Water Settlement Imple-
mentation Fund established by section 
5013(a). 

(11) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian 
Tribe’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 
5304). 

(12) LAKE ELWELL.—The term ‘‘Lake 
Elwell’’ means the water impounded on the 
Marias River in the State by Tiber Dam, a 
feature of the Lower Marias Unit of the 
Pick-Sloan Missouri River Basin Program 
authorized by section 9 of the Act of Decem-
ber 22, 1944 (commonly known as the ‘‘Flood 
Control Act of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 891, chapter 
665). 

(13) MALTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT.—The term 
‘‘Malta Irrigation District’’ means the public 
corporation— 

(A) created on December 28, 1923, pursuant 
to the laws of the State relating to irriga-
tion districts; and 

(B) headquartered in Malta, Montana. 
(14) MILK RIVER.—The term ‘‘Milk River’’ 

means the mainstem of the Milk River and 
each tributary of the Milk River between the 
headwaters of the Milk River and the con-
fluence of the Milk River with the Missouri 
River, consisting of— 

(A) Montana Water Court Basins 40F, 40G, 
40H, 40I, 40J, 40K, 40L, 40M, 40N, and 40O; and 

(B) the portion of the Milk River and each 
tributary of the Milk River that flows 
through the Canadian Provinces of Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. 

(15) MILK RIVER PROJECT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Milk River 

Project’’ means the Bureau of Reclamation 
project conditionally approved by the Sec-
retary on March 14, 1903, pursuant to the Act 
of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388, chapter 1093), 
commencing at Lake Sherburne Reservoir 
and providing water to a point approxi-
mately 6 miles east of Nashua, Montana. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Milk River 
Project’’ includes— 

(i) the St. Mary Unit; 
(ii) the Fresno Dam and Reservoir; and 
(iii) the Dodson pumping unit. 
(16) MISSOURI RIVER BASIN.—The term 

‘‘Missouri River Basin’’ means the hydro-
logic basin of the Missouri River, including 
tributaries. 

(17) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—The 
term ‘‘operations and maintenance’’ means 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs operations and 
maintenance activities related to costs de-

scribed in section 171.500 of title 25, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion). 

(18) OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE, AND RE-
PLACEMENT.—The term ‘‘operations, mainte-
nance, and replacement’’ means— 

(A) any recurring or ongoing activity asso-
ciated with the day-to-day operation of a 
project; 

(B) any activity relating to scheduled or 
unscheduled maintenance of a project; and 

(C) any activity relating to repairing, re-
placing, or rehabilitating a feature of a 
project. 

(19) PICK-SLOAN MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘Pick-Sloan Missouri 
River Basin Program’’ means the Pick-Sloan 
Missouri River Basin Program (authorized 
by section 9 of the Act of December 22, 1944 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Flood Control Act 
of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 891, chapter 665)). 

(20) PMM.—The term ‘‘PMM’’ means the 
Principal Meridian, Montana. 

(21) RESERVATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Reservation’’ 

means the area of the Fort Belknap Reserva-
tion in the State, as modified by this divi-
sion. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Reservation’’ 
includes— 

(i) all land and interests in land estab-
lished by— 

(I) the Agreement with the Gros Ventre 
and Assiniboine Tribes of the Fort Belknap 
Reservation, ratified by the Act of May 1, 
1888 (25 Stat. 113, chapter 212), as modified by 
the Agreement with the Indians of the Fort 
Belknap Reservation of October 9, 1895 (rati-
fied by the Act of June 10, 1896) (29 Stat. 350, 
chapter 398); 

(II) the Act of March 3, 1921 (41 Stat. 1355, 
chapter 135); and 

(III) Public Law 94–114 (25 U.S.C. 5501 et 
seq.); 

(ii) the land known as the ‘‘Hancock lands’’ 
purchased by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity pursuant to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Council Resolution No. 234–89 
(October 2, 1989); and 

(iii) all land transferred to the United 
States to be held in trust for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
section 5006. 

(22) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(23) ST. MARY UNIT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘St. Mary 

Unit’’ means the St. Mary Storage Unit of 
the Milk River Project authorized by Con-
gress on March 25, 1905. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘St. Mary 
Unit’’ includes— 

(i) Sherburne Dam and Reservoir; 
(ii) Swift Current Creek Dike; 
(iii) Lower St. Mary Lake; 
(iv) St. Mary Canal Diversion Dam; and 
(v) St. Mary Canal and appurtenances. 
(24) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 

State of Montana. 
(25) TRIBAL WATER CODE.—The term ‘‘Tribal 

water code’’ means the Tribal water code en-
acted by the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity pursuant to section 5005(g). 

(26) TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS.—The term 
‘‘Tribal water rights’’ means the water 
rights of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity, as described in Article III of the Com-
pact and this division, including the alloca-
tion of water to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community from Lake Elwell under section 
5007. 

(27) TRUST FUND.—The term ‘‘Trust Fund’’ 
means the Aaniiih Nakoda Settlement Trust 
Fund established for the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under section 5012(a). 
SEC. 5004. RATIFICATION OF COMPACT. 

(a) RATIFICATION OF COMPACT.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—As modified by this divi-

sion, the Compact is authorized, ratified, and 
confirmed. 

(2) AMENDMENTS.—Any amendment to the 
Compact is authorized, ratified, and con-
firmed to the extent that the amendment is 
executed to make the Compact consistent 
with this division. 

(b) EXECUTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that the 

Compact does not conflict with this division, 
the Secretary shall execute the Compact, in-
cluding all appendices to, or parts of, the 
Compact requiring the signature of the Sec-
retary. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—Nothing in this divi-
sion precludes the Secretary from approving 
any modification to an appendix to the Com-
pact that is consistent with this division, to 
the extent that the modification does not 
otherwise require congressional approval 
under section 2116 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 177) or any other applicable provision 
of Federal law. 

(c) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the Com-

pact and this division, the Secretary shall 
comply with all applicable provisions of— 

(A) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(B) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), including the 
implementing regulations of that Act; and 

(C) other applicable Federal environmental 
laws and regulations. 

(2) COMPLIANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the 

Compact and this division, the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community shall prepare any nec-
essary environmental documents, except for 
any environmental documents required 
under section 5008, consistent with all appli-
cable provisions of— 

(i) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(ii) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4231 et seq.), including the 
implementing regulations of that Act; and 

(iii) all other applicable Federal environ-
mental laws and regulations. 

(B) AUTHORIZATIONS.—The Secretary 
shall— 

(i) independently evaluate the documenta-
tion submitted under subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) be responsible for the accuracy, scope, 
and contents of that documentation. 

(3) EFFECT OF EXECUTION.—The execution of 
the Compact by the Secretary under this sec-
tion shall not constitute a major Federal ac-
tion for purposes of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.). 

(4) COSTS.—Any costs associated with the 
performance of the compliance activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2) shall be paid from 
funds deposited in the Trust Fund, subject to 
the condition that any costs associated with 
the performance of Federal approval or other 
review of such compliance work or costs as-
sociated with inherently Federal functions 
shall remain the responsibility of the Sec-
retary. 
SEC. 5005. TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS. 

(a) CONFIRMATION OF TRIBAL WATER 
RIGHTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Tribal water rights 
are ratified, confirmed, and declared to be 
valid. 

(2) USE.—Any use of the Tribal water 
rights shall be subject to the terms and con-
ditions of the Compact and this division. 

(3) CONFLICT.—In the event of a conflict be-
tween the Compact and this division, this di-
vision shall control. 

(b) INTENT OF CONGRESS.—It is the intent of 
Congress to provide to each allottee benefits 
that are equivalent to, or exceed, the bene-

fits the allottees possess on the day before 
the date of enactment of this Act, taking 
into consideration— 

(1) the potential risks, cost, and time delay 
associated with litigation that would be re-
solved by the Compact and this division; 

(2) the availability of funding under this 
division and from other sources; 

(3) the availability of water from the Trib-
al water rights; and 

(4) the applicability of section 7 of the Act 
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 
25 U.S.C. 381), and this division to protect the 
interests of allottees. 

(c) TRUST STATUS OF TRIBAL WATER 
RIGHTS.—The Tribal water rights— 

(1) shall be held in trust by the United 
States for the use and benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and allottees in 
accordance with this division; and 

(2) shall not be subject to loss through non- 
use, forfeiture, or abandonment. 

(d) ALLOTTEES.— 
(1) APPLICABILITY OF THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 

8, 1887.—The provisions of section 7 of the Act 
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 
25 U.S.C. 381), relating to the use of water for 
irrigation purposes, shall apply to the Tribal 
water rights. 

(2) ENTITLEMENT TO WATER.—Any entitle-
ment to water of an allottee under Federal 
law shall be satisfied from the Tribal water 
rights. 

(3) ALLOCATIONS.—An allottee shall be enti-
tled to a just and equitable allocation of 
water for irrigation purposes. 

(4) CLAIMS.— 
(A) EXHAUSTION OF REMEDIES.—Before as-

serting any claim against the United States 
under section 7 of the Act of February 8, 1887 
(24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 25 U.S.C. 381), or 
any other applicable law, an allottee shall 
exhaust remedies available under the Tribal 
water code or other applicable Tribal law. 

(B) ACTION FOR RELIEF.—After the exhaus-
tion of all remedies available under the Trib-
al water code or other applicable Tribal law, 
an allottee may seek relief under section 7 of 
the Act of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, 
chapter 119; 25 U.S.C. 381), or other applica-
ble law. 

(5) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY.—The 
Secretary shall have the authority to pro-
tect the rights of allottees in accordance 
with this section. 

(e) AUTHORITY OF THE FORT BELKNAP IN-
DIAN COMMUNITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 
Community shall have the authority to allo-
cate, distribute, and lease the Tribal water 
rights for use on the Reservation in accord-
ance with the Compact, this division, and ap-
plicable Federal law. 

(2) OFF-RESERVATION USE.—The Fort 
Belknap Indian Community may allocate, 
distribute, and lease the Tribal water rights 
for off-Reservation use in accordance with 
the Compact, this division, and applicable 
Federal law— 

(A) subject to the approval of the Sec-
retary; or 

(B) pursuant to Tribal water leasing regu-
lations consistent with the requirements of 
subsection (f). 

(3) LAND LEASES BY ALLOTTEES.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), an allottee may lease 
any interest in land held by the allottee, to-
gether with any water right determined to 
be appurtenant to the interest in land, in ac-
cordance with the Tribal water code. 

(f) TRIBAL WATER LEASING REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of the 

Fort Belknap Indian Community, any water 
lease of the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
of the Tribal water rights for use on or off 
the Reservation shall not require the ap-
proval of the Secretary if the lease— 

(A) is executed under tribal regulations, 
approved by the Secretary under this sub-
section; 

(B) is in accordance with the Compact; and 
(C) does not exceed a term of 100 years, ex-

cept that a lease may include an option to 
renew for 1 additional term of not to exceed 
100 years. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OVER 
TRIBAL WATER LEASING REGULATIONS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall have 
the authority to approve or disapprove any 
Tribal water leasing regulations issued in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1). 

(B) CONSIDERATIONS FOR APPROVAL.—The 
Secretary shall approve any Tribal water 
leasing regulations issued in accordance with 
paragraph (1) if the Tribal water leasing reg-
ulations— 

(i) provide for an environmental review 
process that includes— 

(I) the identification and evaluation of any 
significant effects of the proposed action on 
the environment; and 

(II) a process for ensuring that— 
(aa) the public is informed of, and has a 

reasonable opportunity to comment on, any 
significant environmental impacts of the 
proposed action identified by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(bb) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
provides responses to relevant and sub-
stantive public comments on those impacts 
prior to its approval of a water lease; and 

(ii) are consistent with this division and 
the Compact. 

(3) REVIEW PROCESS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date on which Tribal water leasing 
regulations under paragraph (1) are sub-
mitted to the Secretary, the Secretary shall 
review and approve or disapprove the regula-
tions. 

(B) WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION.—If the Sec-
retary disapproves the Tribal water leasing 
regulations described in subparagraph (A), 
the Secretary shall include written docu-
mentation with the disapproval notification 
that describes the basis for this disapproval. 

(C) EXTENSION.—The deadline described in 
subparagraph (A) may be extended by the 
Secretary, after consultation with the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community. 

(4) FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—Not-
withstanding paragraphs (2) and (3), if the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community carries out 
a project or activity funded by a Federal 
agency, the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity— 

(A) shall have the authority to rely on the 
environmental review process of the applica-
ble Federal agency; and 

(B) shall not be required to carry out a 
tribal environmental review process under 
this subsection. 

(5) DOCUMENTATION.—If the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community issues a lease pursuant to 
Tribal water leasing regulations under para-
graph (1), the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall provide the Secretary and the 
State a copy of the lease, including any 
amendments or renewals to the lease. 

(6) LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States shall 

not be liable in any claim relating to the ne-
gotiation, execution, or approval of any lease 
or exchange agreement or storage agree-
ment, including any claims relating to the 
terms included in such an agreement, made 
pursuant to Tribal water leasing regulations 
under paragraph (1). 

(B) OBLIGATIONS.—The United States shall 
have no trust obligation or other obligation 
to monitor, administer, or account for— 

(i) any funds received by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community as consideration under 
any lease or exchange agreement or storage 
agreement; or 
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(ii) the expenditure of those funds. 
(g) TRIBAL WATER CODE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding Article 

IV.A.2. of the Compact, not later than 4 
years after the date on which the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community approves the 
Compact in accordance with section 
5011(f)(1), the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall enact a Tribal water code that 
provides for— 

(A) the administration, management, regu-
lation, and governance of all uses of the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division; and 

(B) the establishment by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community of the conditions, permit 
requirements, and other requirements for 
the allocation, distribution, or use of the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—Subject to the approval of 
the Secretary, the Tribal water code shall 
provide— 

(A) that use of water by allottees shall be 
satisfied with water from the Tribal water 
rights; 

(B) a process by which an allottee may re-
quest that the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity provide water for irrigation use in ac-
cordance with this division, including the 
provision of water under any allottee lease 
under section 4 of the Act of June 25, 1910 (36 
Stat. 856, chapter 431; 25 U.S.C. 403); 

(C) a due process system for the consider-
ation and determination by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community of any request of 
an allottee (or a successor in interest to an 
allottee) for an allocation of water for irriga-
tion purposes on allotted land, including a 
process for— 

(i) appeal and adjudication of any denied or 
disputed distribution of water; and 

(ii) resolution of any contested administra-
tive decision; 

(D) a requirement that any allottee assert-
ing a claim relating to the enforcement of 
rights of the allottee under the Tribal water 
code, including to the quantity of water allo-
cated to land of the allottee, shall exhaust 
all remedies available to the allottee under 
Tribal law before initiating an action 
against the United States or petitioning the 
Secretary pursuant to subsection (d)(4)(B); 

(E) a process by which an owner of fee land 
within the boundaries of the Reservation 
may apply for use of a portion of the Tribal 
water rights; and 

(F) a process for the establishment of a 
controlled Groundwater area and for the 
management of that area in cooperation 
with establishment of a contiguous con-
trolled Groundwater area off the Reservation 
established pursuant to Section B.2. of Arti-
cle IV of the Compact and State law. 

(3) ACTION BY SECRETARY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—During the period begin-

ning on the date of enactment of this Act 
and ending on the date on which a Tribal 
water code described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
is enacted, the Secretary shall administer, 
with respect to the rights of allottees, the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division. 

(B) APPROVAL.—The Tribal water code de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not be 
valid unless— 

(i) the provisions of the Tribal water code 
required by paragraph (2) are approved by 
the Secretary; and 

(ii) each amendment to the Tribal water 
code that affects a right of an allottee is ap-
proved by the Secretary. 

(C) APPROVAL PERIOD.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ap-

prove or disapprove the Tribal water code or 
an amendment to the Tribal water code by 
not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the Tribal water code or amendment 

to the Tribal water code is submitted to the 
Secretary. 

(ii) EXTENSIONS.—The deadline described in 
clause (i) may be extended by the Secretary, 
after consultation with the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community. 

(h) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) NO ALIENATION.—The Fort Belknap In-

dian Community shall not permanently al-
ienate any portion of the Tribal water 
rights. 

(2) PURCHASES OR GRANTS OF LAND FROM IN-
DIANS.—An authorization provided by this di-
vision for the allocation, distribution, leas-
ing, or other arrangement entered into pur-
suant to this division shall be considered to 
satisfy any requirement for authorization of 
the action required by Federal law. 

(3) PROHIBITION ON FORFEITURE.—The non- 
use of all or any portion of the Tribal water 
rights by any water user shall not result in 
the forfeiture, abandonment, relinquish-
ment, or other loss of all or any portion of 
the Tribal water rights. 

(i) EFFECT.—Except as otherwise expressly 
provided in this section, nothing in this divi-
sion— 

(1) authorizes any action by an allottee 
against any individual or entity, or against 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, under 
Federal, State, Tribal, or local law; or 

(2) alters or affects the status of any action 
brought pursuant to section 1491(a) of title 
28, United States Code. 

(j) PICK-SLOAN MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PRO-
GRAM POWER RATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary, in co-
operation with the Secretary of Energy, 
shall make available the Pick-Sloan Mis-
souri River Basin Program irrigation project 
pumping power rates to the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community, the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project, and any projects funded 
under this division. 

(2) AUTHORIZED PURPOSES.—The power 
rates made available under paragraph (1) 
shall be authorized for the purposes of wheel-
ing, administration, and payment of irriga-
tion project pumping power rates, including 
project use power for gravity power. 
SEC. 5006. EXCHANGE AND TRANSFER OF LAND. 

(a) EXCHANGE OF ELIGIBLE LAND AND STATE 
LAND.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘‘eligible 

land’’ means— 
(i) public lands (as defined in section 103 of 

the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702)) that are adminis-
tered by the Secretary, acting through the 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management; 
and 

(ii) land in the National Forest System (as 
defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1609(a)) that is administered by the 
Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service. 

(B) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term 
‘‘Secretary concerned’’ means, as applica-
ble— 

(i) the Secretary, with respect to the eligi-
ble land administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management; and 

(ii) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to eligible land managed by the Forest 
Service. 

(2) NEGOTIATIONS AUTHORIZED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 

shall offer to enter into negotiations with 
the State for the purpose of exchanging eligi-
ble land described in paragraph (4) for the 
State land described in paragraph (3). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—Any exchange of land 
made pursuant to this subsection shall be 
subject to the terms and conditions of this 
subsection. 

(C) PRIORITY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this para-

graph, the Secretary and the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall, during the 5-year period 
beginning on the date of enactment of this 
Act, give priority to an exchange of eligible 
land located within the State for State land. 

(ii) SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE.—The re-
sponsibility of the Secretary of Agriculture 
under clause (i), during the 5-year period de-
scribed in that clause, shall be limited to ne-
gotiating with the State an acceptable pack-
age of land in the National Forest System 
(as defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1609(a))). 

(3) STATE LAND.—The Secretary is author-
ized to accept the following parcels of State 
land located on and off the Reservation: 

(A) 717.56 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(B) 707.04 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(C) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 36. 
(D) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(E) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(F) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(G) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(H) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(I) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(J) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(K) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(L) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(M) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(N) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(O) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(P) 94.96 acres in T. 28 N., R. 26 E., sec. 36, 

under lease by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Council on the date of enactment of 
this Act, comprised of— 

(i) 30.68 acres in lot 5; 
(ii) 26.06 acres in lot 6; 
(iii) 21.42 acres in lot 7; and 
(iv) 16.8 acres in lot 8. 
(Q) 652.32 acres in T. 29 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16, 

excluding the 73.36 acres under lease by indi-
viduals who are not members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(R) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(S) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(T) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 24 E., sec. 16. 
(U) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(V) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(W) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(X) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(Y) 663.22 acres in T. 30 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16, 

excluding the 58.72 acres under lease by indi-
viduals who are not members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(Z) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(AA) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(BB) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(CC) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 24 E., sec. 16. 
(DD) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(EE) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(FF) 275.88 acres in T. 30 N., R. 26 E., sec. 

36, under lease by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Council on the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(GG) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(HH) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(II) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(JJ) 34.04 acres in T. 31 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16, 

lot 4. 
(KK) 640 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(4) ELIGIBLE LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, the reservation of easements or 
rights-of-way deemed necessary to be re-
tained by the Secretary concerned, and the 
requirements of this subsection, the Sec-
retary is authorized and directed to convey 
to the State any eligible land within the 
State identified in the negotiations author-
ized by paragraph (2) and agreed to by the 
Secretary concerned. 
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(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary concerned 

shall exclude from any conveyance any par-
cel of eligible land that is— 

(i) included within the National Landscape 
Conservation System established by section 
2002(a) of the Omnibus Public Land Manage-
ment Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C. 7202(a)), without 
regard to whether that land has been identi-
fied as available for disposal in a land use 
plan; 

(ii) designated as wilderness by Congress; 
(iii) within a component of the National 

Wild and Scenic Rivers System; or 
(iv) designated in the Forest Land and Re-

source Management Plan as a Research Nat-
ural Area. 

(C) ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY.—The 
Secretary shall be responsible for meeting 
all substantive and any procedural require-
ments necessary to complete the exchange 
and the conveyance of the eligible land. 

(5) LAND INTO TRUST.—On completion of the 
land exchange authorized by this subsection, 
the Secretary shall, as soon as practicable 
after the enforceability date, take the land 
received by the United States pursuant to 
this subsection into trust for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(6) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
(A) EQUAL VALUE.—The values of the eligi-

ble land and State land exchanged under this 
subsection shall be equal, except that the 
Secretary concerned may— 

(i) exchange land that is of approximately 
equal value if such an exchange complies 
with the requirements of section 206(h) of the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716(h)) (and any regulations 
implementing that section) without regard 
to the monetary limitation described in 
paragraph (1)(A) of that section; and 

(ii) make or accept an equalization pay-
ment, or waive an equalization payment, if 
such a payment or waiver of a payment com-
plies with the requirements of section 206(b) 
of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1716(b)) (and any regu-
lations implementing that section). 

(B) IMPACTS ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.—In 
identifying eligible land to be exchanged 
with the State, the Secretary concerned and 
the State may— 

(i) consider the financial impacts of ex-
changing specific eligible land on local gov-
ernments; and 

(ii) attempt to minimize the financial im-
pact of the exchange on local governments. 

(C) EXISTING AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(i) ELIGIBLE LAND CONVEYED TO THE 

STATE.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Any eligible land con-

veyed to the State under this subsection 
shall be subject to any valid existing rights, 
contracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way, 
unless the holder of the right, contract, 
lease, permit, or right-of-way requests an 
earlier termination in accordance with exist-
ing law. 

(II) ASSUMPTION BY STATE.—The State shall 
assume all benefits and obligations of the 
Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, as applicable, under the existing 
rights, contracts, leases, permits, and rights- 
of-way described in subclause (I). 

(ii) STATE LAND CONVEYED TO THE UNITED 
STATES.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—Any State land conveyed 
to the United States under this subsection 
and taken into trust for the benefit of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community subject 
shall be to any valid existing rights, con-
tracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way, 
unless the holder of the right, contract, 
lease, permit, or right-of-way requests an 
earlier termination in accordance with exist-
ing law. 

(II) ASSUMPTION BY BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS.—The Bureau of Indian Affairs shall— 

(aa) assume all benefits and obligations of 
the State under the existing rights, con-
tracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way de-
scribed in subclause (I); and 

(bb) disburse to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community any amounts that accrue to the 
United States from those rights, contracts, 
leases, permits, and rights-of-way, after the 
date of transfer from any sale, bonus, roy-
alty, or rental relating to that land in the 
same manner as amounts received from 
other land held by the Secretary in trust for 
the benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity. 

(D) PERSONAL PROPERTY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any improvements consti-

tuting personal property, as defined by State 
law, belonging to the holder of a right, con-
tract, lease, permit, or right-of-way on land 
transferred to the United States under this 
subsection shall— 

(I) remain the property of the holder; and 
(II) be removed not later than 90 days after 

the date on which the right, contract, lease, 
permit, or right-of-way expires, unless the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community and the 
holder agree otherwise. 

(ii) REMAINING PROPERTY.—Any personal 
property described in clause (i) remaining 
with the holder described in that clause be-
yond the 90-day period described in subclause 
(II) of that clause shall— 

(I) become the property of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(II) be subject to removal and disposition 
at the discretion of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community. 

(iii) LIABILITY OF PREVIOUS HOLDER.—The 
holder of personal property described in 
clause (i) shall be liable for costs incurred by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community in re-
moving and disposing of the personal prop-
erty under clause (ii)(II). 

(7) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
land owned by the State under paragraph (3), 
the State may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the State parcels 
to be exchanged. 

(8) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide $10,000,000 of financial or other assist-
ance to the State and the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community as may be necessary to ob-
tain the appraisals, and to satisfy adminis-
trative requirements, necessary to accom-
plish the exchanges under paragraph (2). 

(b) FEDERAL LAND TRANSFERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights and the requirements of this sub-
section, all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to the land described in 
paragraph (2) shall be held by the United 
States in trust for the benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as part of the 
Reservation on the enforceability date. 

(2) FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT PAR-

CELS.— 
(i) 59.46 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 4, 

comprised of— 
(I) 19.55 acres in lot 10; 
(II) 19.82 acres in lot 11; and 
(III) 20.09 acres in lot 16. 
(ii) 324.24 acres in the N1⁄2 of T. 25 N., R. 22 

E., sec. 5. 
(iii) 403.56 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 9, 

comprised of— 
(I) 20.39 acres in lot 2; 
(II) 20.72 acres in lot 7; 
(III) 21.06 acres in lot 8; 
(IV) 40.00 acres in lot 9; 
(V) 40.00 acres in lot 10; 
(VI) 40.00 acres in lot 11; 
(VII) 40.00 acres in lot 12; 
(VIII) 21.39 acres in lot 13; and 
(IX) 160 acres in SW1⁄4. 

(iv) 70.63 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 13, 
comprised of— 

(I) 18.06 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 18.25 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 18.44 acres in lot 7; and 
(IV) 15.88 acres in lot 8. 
(v) 71.12 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 14, 

comprised of— 
(I) 17.65 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 17.73 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 17.83 acres in lot 7; and 
(IV) 17.91 acres in lot 8. 
(vi) 103.29 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 15, 

comprised of— 
(I) 21.56 acres in lot 6; 
(II) 29.50 acres in lot 7; 
(III) 17.28 acres in lot 8; 
(IV) 17.41 acres in lot 9; and 
(V) 17.54 acres in lot 10. 
(vii) 160 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 1, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4 ; and 
(II) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SW1⁄4. 
(viii) 567.50 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

2, comprised of— 
(I) 82.54 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 164.96 acres in the NE1⁄4; and 
(III) 320 acres in the S1⁄2. 
(ix) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 3, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(III) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(x) 120 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 4, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xi) 200 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 5, 

comprised of— 
(I) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xii) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 6. 
(xiii) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 8, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the NW1⁄4; and 
(III) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xiv) 320 acres in the E1⁄2 of T. 26 N., R. 21 

E., sec. 9. 
(xv) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 10. 
(xvi) 600 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 11, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the N1⁄2; 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; 
(III) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xvii) 525.81 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

21, comprised of— 
(I) 6.62 acres in lot 1; 
(II) 5.70 acres in lot 2; 
(III) 56.61 acres in lot 5; 
(IV) 56.88 acres in lot 6; 
(V) 320 acres in the W1⁄2; and 
(VI) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xviii) 719.58 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

28. 
(xix) 560 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 29, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the N1⁄2; 
(II) 160 acres in the N1⁄2 of the S1⁄2; and 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xx) 400 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 32, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the S1⁄2; and 
(II) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxi) 455.51 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

33, comprised of— 
(I) 58.25 acres in lot 3; 
(II) 58.5 acres in lot 4; 
(III) 58.76 acres in lot 5; 
(IV) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; 
(V) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(VI) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxii) 88.71 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

1, comprised of— 
(I) 24.36 acres in lot 1; 
(II) 24.35 acres in lot 2; and 
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(III) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxiii) 80 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 3, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in lot 11; and 
(II) 40 acres in lot 12. 
(xxiv) 80 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 11, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxv) 200 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 12, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SW1⁄4; 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxvi) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 23. 
(xxvii) 320 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 24, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4; 
(III) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxviii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

25, comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxix) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 26. 
(xxx) 160 acres in the NW1⁄4 of T. 27 N., R. 

21 E., sec. 27. 
(xxxi) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 29. 
(xxxii) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec 30. 
(xxxiii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

33, comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; and 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxxiv) 440 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

34, comprised of— 
(I) 160 acres in the N1⁄2 of the S1⁄2; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4; 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxxv) 133.44 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

4, comprised of— 
(I) 28.09 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 25.35 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 40 acres in lot 10; and 
(IV) 40 acres in lot 15. 
(xxxvi) 160 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

7, comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; and 
(III) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxxvii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

8, comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxxviii) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 

of T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 9. 
(xxxix) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 17. 
(xl) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 19. 
(xli) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R22 E., sec. 20. 
(xlii) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 31. 
(xliii) 52.36 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 33. 
(xliv) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of T. 

28 N., R. 22 E., sec. 29. 
(xlv) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 

26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 7. 
(xlvi) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of 

T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 12. 
(xlvii) 42.38 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 

of T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 6. 
(xlviii) 320 acres in the E1⁄2 of T. 26 N., R. 

22 E., sec. 17. 
(xlix) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 

26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 20. 
(l) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 30, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4; 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; 
(III) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; and 

(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4. 
(B) BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.—The par-

cels of approximately 3,519.3 acres of trust 
land that have been converted to fee land, ju-
dicially foreclosed on, acquired by the De-
partment of Agriculture, and transferred to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, described in 
clauses (i) through (iii). 

(i) PARCEL 1.—The land described in this 
clause is 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., com-
prised of— 

(I) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4 of sec. 27; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4 of sec. 33; and 
(III) 320 acres in the W1⁄2 of sec. 34. 
(ii) PARCEL 2.—The land described in this 

clause is 320 acres in the N1⁄2 of T. 30 N., R. 
23 E., sec. 28. 

(iii) PARCEL 3.—The land described in this 
clause is 2,559.3 acres, comprised of— 

(I) T. 28 N., R. 24 E., including— 
(aa) of sec. 16— 
(AA) 5 acres in the E1⁄2, W1⁄2, E1⁄2, W1⁄2, W1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; 
(BB) 10 acres in the E1⁄2 , E1⁄2, W1⁄2, W1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; 
(CC) 40 acres in the E1⁄2, W1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(DD) 40 acres in the W1⁄2, E1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(EE) 20 acres in the W1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(FF) 5 acres in the W1⁄2, W1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; and 
(GG) 160 acres in the SE1⁄4; 
(bb) 640 acres in sec. 21; 
(cc) 320 acres in the S1⁄2 of sec. 22; and 
(dd) 320 acres in the W1⁄2 of sec. 27; 
(II) T. 29 N., R. 25 E., PMM, including— 
(aa) 320 acres in the S1⁄2 of sec. 1; and 
(bb) 320 acres in the N1⁄2 of sec. 12; 
(III) 39.9 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., PMM, 

sec. 6, lot 2; 
(IV) T. 30 N., R. 26 E., PMM, including— 
(aa) 39.4 acres in sec. 3, lot 2; 
(bb) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of sec. 

4; 
(cc) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 

5; 
(dd) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 

7; and 
(ee) 40 acres in the N1⁄2, N1⁄2, NE1⁄4 of sec. 18; 

and 
(V) 40 acres in T. 31 N., R. 26 E., PMM, the 

NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 31. 
(3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
(A) EXISTING AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Federal land transferred 

under this subsection shall be conveyed and 
taken into trust subject to valid existing 
rights, contracts, leases, permits, and rights- 
of-way, unless the holder of the right, con-
tract, lease, permit, and rights-of-way re-
quests an earlier termination in accordance 
with existing law. 

(ii) ASSUMPTION BY BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS.—The Bureau of Indian Affairs shall— 

(I) assume all benefits and obligations of 
the previous land management agency under 
the existing rights, contracts, leases, per-
mits, and rights-of-way described in clause 
(i); and 

(II) disburse to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community any amounts that accrue to the 
United States from those rights, contracts, 
leases, permits, and rights-of-ways after the 
date of transfer from any sale, bonus, roy-
alty, or rental relating to that land in the 
same manner as amounts received from 
other land held by the Secretary in trust for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(B) PERSONAL PROPERTY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any improvements consti-

tuting personal property, as defined by State 
law, belonging to the holder of a right, con-
tract, lease, permit, or right-of-way on land 
transferred under this subsection shall— 

(I) remain the property of the holder; and 
(II) be removed from the land not later 

than 90 days after the date on which the 
right, contract, lease, permit, or right-of- 

way expires, unless the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community and the holder agree otherwise. 

(ii) REMAINING PROPERTY.—Any personal 
property described in clause (i) remaining 
with the holder described in that clause be-
yond the 90-day period described in subclause 
(II) of that clause shall— 

(I) become the property of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(II) be subject to removal and disposition 
at the discretion of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community. 

(iii) LIABILITY OF PREVIOUS HOLDER.—The 
holder of personal property described in 
clause (i) shall be liable to the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community for costs incurred by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community in remov-
ing and disposing of the property under 
clause (ii)(II). 

(C) EXISTING ROADS.—If any road within 
the Federal land transferred under this sub-
section is necessary for customary access to 
private land, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
shall offer the owner of the private land to 
apply for a right-of-way along the existing 
road, at the expense of the landowner. 

(D) LIMITATION ON THE TRANSFER OF WATER 
RIGHTS.—Water rights that transfer with the 
land described in paragraph (2) shall not be-
come part of the Tribal water rights, unless 
those rights are recognized and ratified in 
the Compact. 

(4) WITHDRAWAL OF FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, effective on the date of enactment of 
this Act, all Federal land within the parcels 
described in paragraph (2) is withdrawn from 
all forms of— 

(i) entry, appropriation, or disposal under 
the public land laws; 

(ii) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(iii) disposition under all laws pertaining 
to mineral and geothermal leasing or min-
eral materials. 

(B) EXPIRATION.—The withdrawals pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A) shall terminate on 
the date that the Secretary takes the land 
into trust for the benefit of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 

(C) NO NEW RESERVATION OF FEDERAL WATER 
RIGHTS.—Nothing in this paragraph estab-
lishes a new reservation in favor of the 
United States or the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community with respect to any water or 
water right on the land withdrawn by this 
paragraph. 

(5) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
Federal land in paragraph (2), the United 
States may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the parcels. 

(6) SURVEY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Unless the United States 

or the Fort Belknap Indian Community re-
quest an additional survey for the trans-
ferred land or a technical correction is made 
under paragraph (5), the description of land 
under this subsection shall be controlling. 

(B) ADDITIONAL SURVEY.—If the United 
States or the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity requests an additional survey, that sur-
vey shall control the total acreage to be 
transferred into trust under this subsection. 

(C) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide such financial or other assistance as 
may be necessary— 

(i) to conduct additional surveys under this 
subsection; and 

(ii) to satisfy administrative requirements 
necessary to accomplish the land transfers 
under this subsection. 

(7) DATE OF TRANSFER.—The Secretary 
shall complete all land transfers under this 
subsection and shall take the land into trust 
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for the benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community as expeditiously as practicable 
after the enforceability date, but not later 
than 10 years after the enforceability date. 

(c) TRIBALLY OWNED FEE LAND.—Not later 
than 10 years after the enforceability date, 
the Secretary shall take into trust for the 
benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity all fee land owned by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community on or adjacent to the 
Reservation to become part of the Reserva-
tion, provided that— 

(1) the land is free from any liens, encum-
brances, or other infirmities; and 

(2) no evidence exists of any hazardous sub-
stances on, or other environmental liability 
with respect to, the land. 

(d) DODSON LAND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

as soon as practicable after the enforce-
ability date, but not later than 10 years after 
the enforceability date, the Dodson Land de-
scribed in paragraph (3) shall be taken into 
trust by the United States for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community as part 
of the Reservation. 

(2) RESTRICTIONS.—The land taken into 
trust under paragraph (1) shall be subject to 
a perpetual easement, reserved by the United 
States for use by the Bureau of Reclamation, 
its contractors, and its assigns for— 

(A) the right of ingress and egress for Milk 
River Project purposes; and 

(B) the right to— 
(i) seep, flood, and overflow the transferred 

land for Milk River Project purposes; 
(ii) conduct routine and non-routine oper-

ation, maintenance, and replacement activi-
ties on the Milk River Project facilities, in-
cluding modification to the headworks at the 
upstream end of the Dodson South Canal in 
support of Dodson South Canal enlargement, 
to include all associated access, construc-
tion, and material storage necessary to com-
plete those activities; and 

(iii) prohibit the construction of perma-
nent structures on the transferred land, ex-
cept— 

(I) as provided in the cooperative agree-
ment under paragraph (4); and 

(II) to meet the requirements of the Milk 
River Project. 

(3) DESCRIPTION OF DODSON LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Dodson Land referred 

to in paragraphs (1) and (2) is the approxi-
mately 2,500 acres of land owned by the 
United States that is, as of the date of enact-
ment of this Act, under the jurisdiction of 
the Bureau of Reclamation and located at 
the northeastern corner of the Reservation 
(which extends to the point in the middle of 
the main channel of the Milk River), where 
the Milk River Project facilities, including 
the Dodson Diversion Dam, headworks to the 
Dodson South Canal, and Dodson South 
Canal, are located, and more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 

(i) Supplemental Plat of T. 30 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 1 and 2. 

(ii) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 25 E., 
PMM, sec. 13. 

(iii) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 18, 19, 20, and 29. 

(iv) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 26, 27, 35, and 36. 

(B) CLARIFICATION.—The supplemental 
plats described in clauses (i) through (iv) of 
subparagraph (A) are official plats, as docu-
mented by retracement boundary surveys of 
the General Land Office, approved on March 
11, 1938, and on record at the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(C) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
Federal land in subparagraph (A), the United 
States may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 

more specifically identify the parcels to be 
transferred. 

(4) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—Not later 
than 3 years after the enforceability date, 
the Bureau of Reclamation, the Malta Irriga-
tion District, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
and the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall negotiate and enter into a cooperative 
agreement that identifies the uses to which 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community may 
put the land described in paragraph (3), pro-
vided that the cooperative agreement may 
be amended by mutual agreement of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, Bureau of Rec-
lamation, the Malta Irrigation District, and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, including to 
modify the perpetual easement to narrow the 
boundaries of the easement or to terminate 
the perpetual easement and cooperative 
agreement. 

(e) LAND STATUS.—All land held in trust by 
the United States for the benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community under this sec-
tion shall be— 

(1) beneficially owned by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community; and 

(2) part of the Reservation and adminis-
tered in accordance with the laws and regu-
lations generally applicable to land held in 
trust by the United States for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe. 
SEC. 5007. STORAGE ALLOCATION FROM LAKE 

ELWELL. 
(a) STORAGE ALLOCATION OF WATER TO FORT 

BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The Secretary 
shall allocate to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community 20,000 acre-feet per year of water 
stored in Lake Elwell for use by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community for any bene-
ficial purpose on or off the Reservation, 
under a water right held by the United 
States and managed by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation for the benefit of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community, as measured and di-
verted at the outlet works of the Tiber Dam 
or through direct pumping from Lake Elwell. 

(b) TREATMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The allocation to the Fort 

Belknap Indian Community under subsection 
(a) shall be considered to be part of the Trib-
al water rights. 

(2) PRIORITY DATE.—The priority date of 
the allocation to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community under subsection (a) shall be the 
priority date of the Lake Elwell water right 
held by the Bureau of Reclamation. 

(3) ADMINISTRATION.—The Fort Belknap In-
dian Community shall administer the water 
allocated under subsection (a) in accordance 
with the Compact and this division. 

(c) ALLOCATION AGREEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing the allocation under this section, the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community shall enter 
into an agreement with the Secretary to es-
tablish the terms and conditions of the allo-
cation, in accordance with the Compact and 
this division. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The agreement under 
paragraph (1) shall include provisions estab-
lishing that— 

(A) the agreement shall be without limit as 
to term; 

(B) the Fort Belknap Indian Community, 
and not the United States, shall be entitled 
to all consideration due to the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community under any lease, con-
tract, exchange, or agreement entered into 
by the Fort Belknap Indian Community pur-
suant to subsection (d); 

(C) the United States shall have no obliga-
tion to monitor, administer, or account for— 

(i) any funds received by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community as consideration under 
any lease, contract, exchange, or agreement 
entered into by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community pursuant to subsection (d); or 

(ii) the expenditure of those funds; 

(D) if the capacity or function of Lake 
Elwell facilities are significantly reduced, or 
are anticipated to be significantly reduced, 
for an extended period of time, the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community shall have the 
same storage rights as other storage con-
tractors with respect to the allocation under 
this section; 

(E) the costs associated with the construc-
tion of the storage facilities at Tiber Dam al-
locable to the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall be nonreimbursable; 

(F) no water service capital charge shall be 
due or payable for any water allocated to the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community under this 
section or the allocation agreement, regard-
less of whether that water is delivered for 
use by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
or under a lease, contract, exchange, or by 
agreement entered into by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community pursuant to subsection 
(d); 

(G) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall not be required to make payments to 
the United States for any water allocated to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
this section or the allocation agreement, ex-
cept for each acre-foot of stored water leased 
or transferred for industrial purposes as de-
scribed in subparagraph (H); and 

(H) for each acre-foot of stored water 
leased or transferred by the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community for industrial purposes— 

(i) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall pay annually to the United States an 
amount necessary to cover the proportional 
share of the annual operations, maintenance, 
and replacement costs allocable to the quan-
tity of water leased or transferred by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community for indus-
trial purposes; and 

(ii) the annual payments of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community shall be re-
viewed and adjusted, as appropriate, to re-
flect the actual operations, maintenance, 
and replacement costs for Tiber Dam. 

(d) AGREEMENT BY FORT BELKNAP INDIAN 
COMMUNITY.—The Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity may use, lease, contract, exchange, 
or enter into other agreements for the use of 
the water allocated to the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under subsection (a) if— 

(1) the use of water that is the subject of 
such an agreement occurs within the Mis-
souri River Basin; and 

(2) the agreement does not permanently al-
ienate any water allocated to the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community under that sub-
section. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The allocation under 
subsection (a) takes effect on the enforce-
ability date. 

(f) NO CARRYOVER STORAGE.—The alloca-
tion under subsection (a) shall not be in-
creased by any year-to-year carryover stor-
age. 

(g) DEVELOPMENT AND DELIVERY COSTS.— 
The United States shall not be required to 
pay the cost of developing or delivering any 
water allocated under this section. 
SEC. 5008. MILK RIVER PROJECT MITIGATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In complete satisfaction 
of the Milk River Project mitigation require-
ments provided for in Article VI.B. of the 
Compact, the Secretary, acting through the 
Commissioner— 

(1) in cooperation with the State and the 
Blackfeet Tribe, shall carry out appropriate 
activities concerning the restoration of the 
St. Mary Canal and associated facilities, in-
cluding activities relating to the— 

(A) planning and design to restore the St. 
Mary Canal and appurtenances to convey 850 
cubic-feet per second; and 

(B) rehabilitating, constructing, and re-
pairing of the St. Mary Canal and appur-
tenances; and 
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(2) in cooperation with the State and the 

Fort Belknap Indian Community, shall carry 
out appropriate activities concerning the en-
largement of Dodson South Canal and associ-
ated facilities, including activities relating 
to the— 

(A) planning and design to enlarge Dodson 
South Canal and headworks at the upstream 
end of Dodson South Canal to divert and con-
vey 700 cubic-feet per second; and 

(B) rehabilitating, constructing, and en-
larging the Dodson South Canal and 
headworks at the upstream end of Dodson 
South Canal to divert and convey 700 cubic- 
feet per second. 

(b) FUNDING.—The total amount of obliga-
tions incurred by the Secretary, prior to any 
adjustments provided for in section 5014(b), 
shall not exceed $300,000,000 to carry out ac-
tivities described in subsection (c)(1). 

(c) SATISFACTION OF MITIGATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—Notwithstanding any provision of the 
Compact, the mitigation required by Article 
VI.B. of the Compact shall be deemed satis-
fied if— 

(1) the Secretary has— 
(A) restored the St. Mary Canal and associ-

ated facilities to convey 850 cubic-feet per 
second; and 

(B) enlarged the Dodson South Canal and 
headworks at the upstream end of Dodson 
South Canal to divert and convey 700 cubic- 
feet per second; or 

(2) the Secretary— 
(A) has expended all of the available fund-

ing provided pursuant to section 5014(a)(1)(D) 
to rehabilitate the St. Mary Canal and en-
large the Dodson South Canal; and 

(B) despite diligent efforts, could not com-
plete the activities described in subsection 
(a). 

(d) NONREIMBURSABILITY OF COSTS.—The 
costs to the Secretary of carrying out this 
section shall be nonreimbursable. 
SEC. 5009. FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 

PROJECT SYSTEM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall 
rehabilitate, modernize, and expand the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project, as gen-
erally described in the document of Natural 
Resources Consulting Engineers, Inc., enti-
tled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community Com-
prehensive Water Development Plan’’ and 
dated February 2019, which shall include— 

(1) planning, studies, and designing of the 
existing and expanded Milk River unit, in-
cluding the irrigation system, Pumping 
Plant, delivery pipe and canal, Fort Belknap 
Dam and Reservoir, and Peoples Creek Flood 
Protection Project; 

(2) the rehabilitation, modernization, and 
construction of the existing Milk River unit; 
and 

(3) construction of the expanded Milk 
River unit, including the irrigation system, 
Pumping Plant, delivery pipe and canal, Fort 
Belknap Dam and Reservoir, and Peoples 
Creek Flood Protection Project. 

(b) LEAD AGENCY.—The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, in coordination with the Bureau of 
Reclamation, shall serve as the lead agency 
with respect to any activities carried out 
under this section. 

(c) CONSULTATION WITH THE FORT BELKNAP 
INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The Secretary shall 
consult with the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity on appropriate changes to the final 
design and costs of any activity under this 
section. 

(d) FUNDING.—The total amount of obliga-
tions incurred by the Secretary in carrying 
out this section, prior to any adjustment 
provided for in section 5014(b), shall not ex-
ceed $415,832,153. 

(e) NONREIMBURSABILITY OF COSTS.—All 
costs incurred by the Secretary in carrying 
out this section shall be nonreimbursable. 

(f) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary and 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community shall 
negotiate the cost of any oversight activity 
carried out by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
or the Bureau of Reclamation under any 
agreement entered into under subsection (j), 
subject to the condition that the total cost 
for the oversight shall not exceed 3 percent 
of the total project costs for each project. 

(g) PROJECT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall facilitate the 
formation of a project management com-
mittee composed of representatives of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, and the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity— 

(1) to review and make recommendations 
relating to cost factors, budgets, and imple-
menting the activities for rehabilitating, 
modernizing, and expanding the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project; and 

(2) to improve management of inherently 
governmental activities through enhanced 
communication. 

(h) PROJECT EFFICIENCIES.—If the total 
cost of planning, studies, design, rehabilita-
tion, modernization, and construction activi-
ties relating to the projects described in sub-
section (a) results in cost savings and is less 
than the amounts authorized to be obligated, 
the Secretary, at the request of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, shall deposit 
those savings in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Water Resources and Water 
Rights Administration, Operation, and Main-
tenance Account established under section 
5012(b)(2). 

(i) TREATMENT.—Any activities carried out 
pursuant to this section that result in im-
provements, additions, or modifications to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project 
shall— 

(1) become a part of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Irrigation Project; and 

(2) be recorded in the inventory of the Sec-
retary relating to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project. 

(j) APPLICABILITY OF ISDEAA.—At the re-
quest of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity, and in accordance with the Indian Self- 
Determination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Secretary shall 
enter into agreements with the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community to carry out all or a por-
tion of this section. 

(k) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section— 
(1) alters any applicable law under which 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs collects assess-
ments or carries out the operations and 
maintenance of the Fort Belknap Indian Irri-
gation Project; or 

(2) impacts the availability of amounts 
under section 5014. 

(l) SATISFACTION OF FORT BELKNAP INDIAN 
IRRIGATION PROJECT SYSTEM REQUIREMENT.— 
The obligations of the Secretary under sub-
section (a) shall be deemed satisfied if the 
Secretary— 

(1) has rehabilitated, modernized, and ex-
panded the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project in accordance with subsection (a); or 

(2)(A) has expended all of the available 
funding provided pursuant to paragraphs 
(1)(C) and (2)(A)(iv) of section 5014(a); and 

(B) despite diligent efforts, could not com-
plete the activities described in subsection 
(a). 
SEC. 5010. SATISFACTION OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The benefits provided 
under this division shall be in complete re-
placement of, complete substitution for, and 
full satisfaction of any claim of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community against the 
United States that is waived and released by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
section 5011(a). 

(b) ALLOTTEES.—The benefits realized by 
the allottees under this division shall be in 
complete replacement of, complete substi-
tution for, and full satisfaction of— 

(1) all claims waived and released by the 
United States (acting as trustee for the 
allottees) under section 5011(a)(2); and 

(2) any claims of the allottees against the 
United States similar to the claims de-
scribed in section 5011(a)(2) that the allottee 
asserted or could have asserted. 
SEC. 5011. WAIVERS AND RELEASES OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 

FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY AND UNITED 
STATES AS TRUSTEE FOR THE FORT BELKNAP IN-
DIAN COMMUNITY.—Subject to the reservation 
of rights and retention of claims under sub-
section (d), as consideration for recognition 
of the Tribal water rights and other benefits 
described in the Compact and this division, 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, acting 
on behalf of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity and members of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community (but not any member of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community as an allot-
tee), and the United States, acting as trustee 
for the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
the members of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community (but not any member of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as an allottee), 
shall execute a waiver and release of all 
claims for water rights within the State that 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, or the 
United States acting as trustee for the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, asserted or 
could have asserted in any proceeding, in-
cluding a State stream adjudication, on or 
before the enforceability date, except to the 
extent that such rights are recognized in the 
Compact and this division. 

(2) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 
UNITED STATES AS TRUSTEE FOR ALLOTTEES.— 
Subject to the reservation of rights and the 
retention of claims under subsection (d), as 
consideration for recognition of the Tribal 
water rights and other benefits described in 
the Compact and this division, the United 
States, acting as trustee for the allottees, 
shall execute a waiver and release of all 
claims for water rights within the Reserva-
tion that the United States, acting as trust-
ee for the allottees, asserted or could have 
asserted in any proceeding, including a State 
stream adjudication, on or before the en-
forceability date, except to the extent that 
such rights are recognized in the Compact 
and this division. 

(3) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY AGAINST 
THE UNITED STATES.—Subject to the reserva-
tion of rights and retention of claims under 
subsection (d), the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, acting on behalf of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community and members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community (but not any 
member of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity as an allottee), shall execute a waiver 
and release of all claims against the United 
States (including any agency or employee of 
the United States)— 

(A) first arising before the enforceability 
date relating to— 

(i) water rights within the State that the 
United States, acting as trustee for the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, asserted or 
could have asserted in any proceeding, in-
cluding a general stream adjudication in the 
State, except to the extent that such rights 
are recognized as Tribal water rights under 
this division; 

(ii) foregone benefits from nontribal use of 
water, on and off the Reservation (including 
water from all sources and for all uses); 

(iii) damage, loss, or injury to water, water 
rights, land, or natural resources due to loss 
of water or water rights, including damages, 
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losses, or injuries to hunting, fishing, gath-
ering, or cultural rights due to loss of water 
or water rights, claims relating to inter-
ference with, diversion of, or taking of 
water, or claims relating to a failure to pro-
tect, acquire, replace, or develop water, 
water rights, or water infrastructure) within 
the State; 

(iv) a failure to establish or provide a mu-
nicipal rural or industrial water delivery 
system on the Reservation; 

(v) damage, loss, or injury to water, water 
rights, land, or natural resources due to con-
struction, operation, and management of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project and 
other Federal land and facilities (including 
damages, losses, or injuries to Tribal fish-
eries, fish habitat, wildlife, and wildlife habi-
tat); 

(vi) a failure to provide for operation and 
maintenance, or deferred maintenance, for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project 
or any other irrigation system or irrigation 
project; 

(vii) the litigation of claims relating to 
any water rights of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community in the State; 

(viii) the negotiation, execution, or adop-
tion of the Compact (including appendices) 
and this division; 

(ix) the taking or acquisition of land or re-
sources of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity for the construction or operation of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project or 
the Milk River Project; and 

(x) the allocation of water of the Milk 
River and the St. Mary River (including trib-
utaries) between the United States and Can-
ada pursuant to the International Boundary 
Waters Treaty of 1909 (36 Stat. 2448); and 

(B) relating to damage, loss, or injury to 
water, water rights, land, or natural re-
sources due to mining activities in the Little 
Rockies Mountains prior to the date of trust 
acquisition, including damages, losses, or in-
juries to hunting, fishing, gathering, or cul-
tural rights. 

(b) EFFECTIVENESS.—The waivers and re-
leases under subsection (a) shall take effect 
on the enforceability date. 

(c) OBJECTIONS IN MONTANA WATER 
COURT.—Nothing in this division or the Com-
pact prohibits the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, a member of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community, an allottee, or the United 
States in any capacity from objecting to any 
claim to a water right filed in any general 
stream adjudication in the Montana Water 
Court. 

(d) RESERVATION OF RIGHTS AND RETENTION 
OF CLAIMS.—Notwithstanding the waivers 
and releases under subsection (a), the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, acting on behalf 
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
members of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, and the United States, acting as 
trustee for the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity and the allottees shall retain— 

(1) all claims relating to— 
(A) the enforcement of water rights recog-

nized under the Compact, any final court de-
cree relating to those water rights, or this 
division or to water rights accruing on or 
after the enforceability date; 

(B) the quality of water under— 
(i) CERCLA, including damages to natural 

resources; 
(ii) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 

300f et seq.); 
(iii) the Federal Water Pollution Control 

Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); and 
(iv) any regulations implementing the Acts 

described in clauses (i) through (iii); 
(C) damage, loss, or injury to land or nat-

ural resources that are— 
(i) not due to loss of water or water rights 

(including hunting, fishing, gathering, or 
cultural rights); and 

(ii) not described in subsection (a)(3); and 
(D) an action to prevent any person or 

party (as defined in sections 29 and 30 of Ar-
ticle II of the Compact) from interfering 
with the enjoyment of the Tribal water 
rights; 

(2) all claims relating to off-Reservation 
hunting rights, fishing rights, gathering 
rights, or other rights; 

(3) all claims relating to the right to use 
and protect water rights acquired after the 
date of enactment of this Act; 

(4) all claims relating to the allocation of 
waters of the Milk River and the Milk River 
Project between the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community and the Blackfeet Tribe, pursu-
ant to section 3705(e)(3) of the Blackfeet 
Water Rights Settlement Act (Public Law 
114–322; 130 Stat. 1818); 

(5) all claims relating to the enforcement 
of this division, including the required trans-
fer of land under section 5006; and 

(6) all rights, remedies, privileges, immuni-
ties, and powers not specifically waived and 
released pursuant to this division or the 
Compact. 

(e) EFFECT OF COMPACT AND ACT.—Nothing 
in the Compact or this division— 

(1) affects the authority of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community to enforce the 
laws of the Fort Belknap Indian Community, 
including with respect to environmental pro-
tections; 

(2) affects the ability of the United States, 
acting as sovereign, to carry out any activ-
ity authorized by law, including— 

(A) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

(B) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300f et seq.); 

(C) CERCLA; and 
(D) any regulations implementing the Acts 

described in subparagraphs (A) through (C); 
(3) affects the ability of the United States 

to act as trustee for any other Indian Tribe 
or an allottee of any other Indian Tribe; 

(4) confers jurisdiction on any State 
court— 

(A) to interpret Federal law relating to 
health, safety, or the environment; 

(B) to determine the duties of the United 
States or any other party under Federal law 
relating to health, safety, or the environ-
ment; or 

(C) to conduct judicial review of any Fed-
eral agency action; 

(5) waives any claim of a member of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community in an indi-
vidual capacity that does not derive from a 
right of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity; 

(6) revives any claim adjudicated in the de-
cision in Gros Ventre Tribe v. United States, 
469 F.3d 801 (9th Cir. 2006); or 

(7) revives any claim released by an allot-
tee or member of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community in the settlement in Cobell v. 
Salazar, No. 1:96CV01285–JR (D.D.C. 2012). 

(f) ENFORCEABILITY DATE.—The enforce-
ability date shall be the date on which the 
Secretary publishes in the Federal Register a 
statement of findings that— 

(1) the eligible members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community have voted to 
approve this division and the Compact by a 
majority of votes cast on the day of the vote; 

(2)(A) the Montana Water Court has ap-
proved the Compact in a manner from which 
no further appeal may be taken; or 

(B) if the Montana Water Court is found to 
lack jurisdiction, the appropriate district 
court of the United States has approved the 
Compact as a consent decree from which no 
further appeal may be taken; 

(3) all of the amounts authorized to be ap-
propriated under section 5014 have been ap-
propriated and deposited in the designated 
accounts; 

(4) the Secretary and the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community have executed the alloca-
tion agreement described in section 
5007(c)(1); 

(5) the State has provided the required 
funding into the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Tribal Irrigation and Other Water 
Resources Development Account of the Trust 
Fund pursuant to section 5014(a)(3); and 

(6) the waivers and releases under sub-
section (a) have been executed by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and the Sec-
retary. 

(g) TOLLING OF CLAIMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each applicable period of 

limitation and time-based equitable defense 
relating to a claim described in this section 
shall be tolled for the period beginning on 
the date of enactment of this Act and ending 
on the enforceability date. 

(2) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection revives any claim or tolls any pe-
riod of limitations or time-based equitable 
defense that expired before the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(h) EXPIRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—This division shall expire 

in any case in which— 
(A) the amounts authorized to be appro-

priated by this division have not been made 
available to the Secretary by not later 
than— 

(i) January 21, 2034; and 
(ii) such alternative later date as is agreed 

to by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the Secretary; or 

(B) the Secretary fails to publish a state-
ment of findings under subsection (f) by not 
later than— 

(i) January 21, 2035; and 
(ii) such alternative later date as is agreed 

to by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the Secretary, after providing reason-
able notice to the State. 

(2) CONSEQUENCES.—If this division expires 
under paragraph (1)— 

(A) the waivers and releases under sub-
section (a) shall— 

(i) expire; and 
(ii) have no further force or effect; 
(B) the authorization, ratification, con-

firmation, and execution of the Compact 
under section 5004 shall no longer be effec-
tive; 

(C) any action carried out by the Sec-
retary, and any contract or agreement en-
tered into, pursuant to this division shall be 
void; 

(D) any unexpended Federal funds appro-
priated or made available to carry out the 
activities authorized by this division, to-
gether with any interest earned on those 
funds, and any water rights or contracts to 
use water and title to other property ac-
quired or constructed with Federal funds ap-
propriated or made available to carry out 
the activities authorized by this division 
shall be returned to the Federal Govern-
ment, unless otherwise agreed to by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and the United 
States and approved by Congress; and 

(E) except for Federal funds used to ac-
quire or construct property that is returned 
to the Federal Government under subpara-
graph (D), the United States shall be entitled 
to offset any Federal funds made available to 
carry out this division that were expended or 
withdrawn, or any funds made available to 
carry out this division from other Federal 
authorized sources, together with any inter-
est accrued on those funds, against any 
claims against the United States— 

(i) relating to— 
(I) water rights in the State asserted by— 
(aa) the Fort Belknap Indian Community; 

or 
(bb) any user of the Tribal water rights; or 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5215 July 23, 2024 
(II) any other matter described in sub-

section (a)(3); or 
(ii) in any future settlement of water 

rights of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity or an allottee. 
SEC. 5012. AANIIIH NAKODA SETTLEMENT TRUST 

FUND. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish a trust fund for the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community, to be known as the 
‘‘Aaniiih Nakoda Settlement Trust Fund’’, 
to be managed, invested, and distributed by 
the Secretary and to remain available until 
expended, withdrawn, or reverted to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury, consisting of the 
amounts deposited in the Trust Fund under 
subsection (c), together with any investment 
earnings, including interest, earned on those 
amounts, for the purpose of carrying out this 
division. 

(b) ACCOUNTS.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish in the Trust Fund the following ac-
counts: 

(1) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account. 

(2) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count. 

(3) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Clean and Safe Domestic Water and Sewer 
Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Account. 

(c) DEPOSITS.—The Secretary shall de-
posit— 

(1) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account established under sub-
section (b)(1), the amounts made available 
pursuant to paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(A)(i) of 
section 5014(a); 

(2) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(2), the 
amounts made available pursuant to section 
5014(a)(2)(A)(ii); and 

(3) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Clean and Safe Domestic Water and Sewer 
Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Account 
established under subsection (b)(3), the 
amounts made available pursuant to para-
graphs (1)(B) and (2)(A)(iii) of section 5014(a). 

(d) MANAGEMENT AND INTEREST.— 
(1) MANAGEMENT.—On receipt and deposit 

of the funds into the accounts in the Trust 
Fund pursuant to subsection (c), the Sec-
retary shall manage, invest, and distribute 
all amounts in the Trust Fund in accordance 
with the investment authority of the Sec-
retary under— 

(A) the first section of the Act of June 24, 
1938 (25 U.S.C. 162a); 

(B) the American Indian Trust Fund Man-
agement Reform Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 4001 et 
seq.); and 

(C) this section. 
(2) INVESTMENT EARNINGS.—In addition to 

the amounts deposited under subsection (c), 
any investment earnings, including interest, 
credited to amounts held in the Trust Fund 
shall be available for use in accordance with 
subsections (e) and (g). 

(e) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated to, 

and deposited in, the Trust Fund, including 
any investment earnings, including interest, 
earned on those amounts shall be made 
available— 

(A) to the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
by the Secretary beginning on the enforce-
ability date; and 

(B) subject to the uses and restrictions in 
this section. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1)— 

(A) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Tribal Irrigation and 

Other Water Resources Development Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be available to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community on the date on which the 
amounts are deposited for uses described in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of subsection 
(g)(1); 

(B) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Water Resources and 
Water Rights Administration, Operation, 
and Maintenance Account established under 
subsection (b)(2) shall be made available to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community on the 
date on which the amounts are deposited and 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community has sat-
isfied the requirements of section 5011(f)(1), 
for the uses described in subsection (g)(2)(A); 
and 

(C) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Clean and Safe Domestic 
Water and Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell 
Project Account established under sub-
section (b)(3) shall be available to the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community on the date on 
which the amounts are deposited for the uses 
described in subsection (g)(3)(A). 

(f) WITHDRAWALS.— 
(1) AMERICAN INDIAN TRUST FUND MANAGE-

MENT REFORM ACT OF 1994.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 

Community may withdraw any portion of 
the funds in the Trust Fund on approval by 
the Secretary of a Tribal management plan 
submitted by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity in accordance with the American In-
dian Trust Fund Management Reform Act of 
1994 (25 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In addition to the re-
quirements under the American Indian Trust 
Fund Management Reform Act of 1994 (25 
U.S.C. 4001 et seq.), the Tribal management 
plan under this paragraph shall require that 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community spend 
all amounts withdrawn from the Trust Fund, 
and any investment earnings accrued 
through the investments under the Tribal 
management plan, in accordance with this 
division. 

(C) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may 
carry out such judicial and administrative 
actions as the Secretary determines to be 
necessary— 

(i) to enforce the Tribal management plan; 
and 

(ii) to ensure that amounts withdrawn 
from the Trust Fund by the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under this paragraph are 
used in accordance with this division. 

(2) WITHDRAWALS UNDER EXPENDITURE 
PLAN.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 
Community may submit to the Secretary a 
request to withdraw funds from the Trust 
Fund pursuant to an approved expenditure 
plan. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—To be eligible to with-
draw funds under an expenditure plan under 
this paragraph, the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community shall submit to the Secretary 
for approval an expenditure plan for any por-
tion of the Trust Fund that the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community elects to withdraw pursu-
ant to this paragraph, subject to the condi-
tion that the funds shall be used for the pur-
poses described in this division. 

(C) INCLUSIONS.—An expenditure plan 
under this paragraph shall include a descrip-
tion of the manner and purpose for which the 
amounts proposed to be withdrawn from the 
Trust Fund will be used by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community in accordance with sub-
sections (e) and (g). 

(D) APPROVAL.—On receipt of an expendi-
ture plan under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall approve the expenditure plan if 
the Secretary determines that the expendi-
ture plan— 

(i) is reasonable; and 

(ii) is consistent with, and will be used for, 
the purposes of this division. 

(E) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may 
carry out such judicial and administrative 
actions as the Secretary determines to be 
necessary to enforce an expenditure plan 
under this paragraph to ensure that amounts 
disbursed under this paragraph are used in 
accordance with this division. 

(g) USES.—Amounts from the Trust Fund 
shall be used by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community for the following purposes: 

(1) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL 
IRRIGATION AND OTHER WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACCOUNT.—Amounts in the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community Tribal Irrigation 
and Other Water Resources Development Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be used to pay the cost of activities re-
lating to— 

(A) planning, studies, and design of the 
Southern Tributary Irrigation Project and 
the Peoples Creek Irrigation Project, includ-
ing the Upper Peoples Creek Dam and Res-
ervoir, as generally described in the docu-
ment of Natural Resources Consulting Engi-
neers, Inc., entitled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Comprehensive Water Develop-
ment Plan’’ and dated February 2019; 

(B) environmental compliance; 
(C) construction of the Southern Tributary 

Irrigation Project and the Peoples Creek Ir-
rigation Project, including the Upper Peo-
ples Creek Dam and Reservoir; 

(D) wetlands restoration and development; 
(E) stock watering infrastructure; and 
(F) on farm development support and reac-

quisition of fee lands within the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project and Fort 
Belknap Indian Community irrigation 
projects within the Reservation. 

(2) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY WATER 
RESOURCES AND WATER RIGHTS ADMINISTRA-
TION, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE AC-
COUNT.—Amounts in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Water Resources and Water 
Rights Administration, Operation, and Main-
tenance Account established under sub-
section (b)(2), the principal and investment 
earnings, including interest, may only be 
used by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
to pay the costs of activities described in 
subparagraphs (A) through (C) as follows: 

(A) $9,000,000 shall be used for the estab-
lishment, operation, and capital expendi-
tures in connection with the administration 
of the Tribal water resources and water 
rights development, including the develop-
ment or enactment of a Tribal water code. 

(B) Only investment earnings, including in-
terest, on $29,299,059 shall be used and be 
available to pay the costs of activities for 
administration, operations, and regulation of 
the Tribal water resources and water rights 
department, in accordance with the Compact 
and this division. 

(C) Only investment earnings, including in-
terest, on $28,331,693 shall be used and be 
available to pay the costs of activities relat-
ing to a portion of the annual assessment 
costs for the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity and Tribal members, including 
allottees, under the Fort Belknap Indian Ir-
rigation Project and Fort Belknap Indian 
Community irrigation projects within the 
Reservation. 

(3) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY CLEAN 
AND SAFE DOMESTIC WATER AND SEWER SYS-
TEMS, AND LAKE ELWELL PROJECT ACCOUNT.— 
Amounts in the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Clean and Safe Domestic Water and 
Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(3), the 
principal and investment earnings, including 
interest, may only be used by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community to pay the costs 
of activities relating to— 
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(A) planning, studies, design, and environ-

mental compliance of domestic water supply, 
and sewer collection and treatment systems, 
as generally described in the document of 
Natural Resources Consulting Engineers, 
Inc., entitled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity Comprehensive Water Development 
Plan’’ and dated February 2019, including the 
Lake Elwell Project water delivery to the 
southern part of the Reservation; 

(B) construction of domestic water supply, 
sewer collection, and treatment systems; 

(C) construction, in accordance with appli-
cable law, of infrastructure for delivery of 
Lake Elwell water diverted from the Mis-
souri River to the southern part of the Res-
ervation; and 

(D) planning, studies, design, environ-
mental compliance, and construction of a 
Tribal wellness center for a work force 
health and wellbeing project. 

(h) LIABILITY.—The Secretary shall not be 
liable for any expenditure or investment of 
amounts withdrawn from the Trust Fund by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community pursu-
ant to subsection (f). 

(i) PROJECT EFFICIENCIES.—If the total cost 
of the activities described in subsection (g) 
results in cost savings and is less than the 
amounts authorized to be obligated under 
any of paragraphs (1) through (3) of that sub-
section required to carry out those activi-
ties, the Secretary, at the request of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, shall de-
posit those savings in the Trust Fund to be 
used in accordance with that subsection. 

(j) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Fort Belknap In-
dian Community shall submit to the Sec-
retary an annual expenditure report describ-
ing accomplishments and amounts spent 
from use of withdrawals under a Tribal man-
agement plan or an expenditure plan de-
scribed in this section. 

(k) NO PER CAPITA PAYMENTS.—No prin-
cipal or interest amount in any account es-
tablished by this section shall be distributed 
to any member of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community on a per capita basis. 

(l) EFFECT.—Nothing in this division enti-
tles the Fort Belknap Indian Community to 
judicial review of a determination of the 
Secretary regarding whether to approve a 
Tribal management plan under subsection 
(f)(1) or an expenditure plan under subsection 
(f)(2), except as provided under subchapter II 
of chapter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act’’). 
SEC. 5013. FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY 

WATER SETTLEMENT IMPLEMENTA-
TION FUND. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Treasury of the United States a non- 
trust, interest-bearing account to be known 
as the ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Settlement Implementation Fund’’, to 
be managed and distributed by the Sec-
retary, for use by the Secretary for carrying 
out this division. 

(b) ACCOUNTS.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish in the Implementation Fund the fol-
lowing accounts: 

(1) The Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account. 

(2) The Milk River Project Mitigation Ac-
count. 

(c) DEPOSITS.—The Secretary shall de-
posit— 

(1) in the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account established under 
subsection (b)(1), the amount made available 
pursuant to paragraphs (1)(C) and (2)(A)(iv) 
of section 5014(a); and 

(2) in the Milk River Project Mitigation 
Account established under subsection (b)(2), 
the amount made available pursuant to sec-
tion 5014(a)(1)(D). 

(d) USES.— 

(1) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 
PROJECT SYSTEM ACCOUNT.—The Fort Belknap 
Indian Irrigation Project Rehabilitation Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be used to carry out section 5009, ex-
cept as provided in subsection (h) of that sec-
tion. 

(2) MILK RIVER PROJECT MITIGATION AC-
COUNT.—The Milk River Project Mitigation 
Account established under subsection (b)(2) 
may only be used to carry out section 5008. 

(e) MANAGEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the Imple-

mentation Fund shall not be available to the 
Secretary for expenditure until the enforce-
ability date. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), amounts deposited in the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project System 
Account established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be available to the Secretary on the 
date on which the amounts are deposited for 
uses described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 5009(a). 

(f) INTEREST.—In addition to the deposits 
under subsection (c), any interest credited to 
amounts unexpended in the Implementation 
Fund are authorized to be appropriated to be 
used in accordance with the uses described in 
subsection (d). 
SEC. 5014. FUNDING. 

(a) FUNDING.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Subject to subsection (b), there are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary— 

(A) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Tribal Irrigation and Other 
Water Resources Development Account of 
the Trust Fund established under section 
5012(b)(1), $89,643,100, to be retained until ex-
pended, withdrawn, or reverted to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury; 

(B) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Clean and Safe Domestic Water 
and Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project 
Account of the Trust Fund established under 
section 5012(b)(3), $331,885,220, to be retained 
until expended, withdrawn, or reverted to 
the general fund of the Treasury; 

(C) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project System Account of the 
Implementation Fund established under sec-
tion 5013(b)(1), such sums as are necessary, 
but not more than $187,124,469, for the Sec-
retary to carry out section 5009, to be re-
tained until expended, withdrawn, or re-
verted to the general fund of the Treasury; 
and 

(D) for deposit in the Milk River Project 
Mitigation Account of the Implementation 
Fund established under section 5013(b)(2), 
such sums as are necessary, but not more 
than $300,000,000, for the Secretary to carry 
out obligations of the Secretary under sec-
tion 5008, to be retained until expended, 
withdrawn, or reverted to the general fund of 
the Treasury. 

(2) MANDATORY APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Out of any funds in the 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall deposit— 

(i) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account of the Trust Fund es-
tablished under section 5012(b)(1), $29,881,034, 
to be retained until expended, withdrawn, or 
reverted to the general fund of the Treasury; 

(ii) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count of the Trust Fund established under 
section 5012(b)(2), $66,630,752; 

(iii) in the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity Clean and Safe Domestic Water and 
Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Ac-
count of the Trust Fund established under 
section 5012(b)(3), $110,628,407; and 

(iv) in the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account of the Implementa-
tion Fund established under section 
5013(b)(1), $228,707,684. 

(B) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts deposited in 
the accounts under subparagraph (A) shall be 
available without further appropriation. 

(3) STATE COST SHARE.—The State shall 
contribute $5,000,000, plus any earned inter-
est, payable to the Secretary for deposit in 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community Tribal 
Irrigation and Other Water Resources Devel-
opment Account of the Trust Fund estab-
lished under section 5012(b)(1) on approval of 
a final decree by the Montana Water Court 
for the purpose of activities relating to the 
Upper Peoples Creek Dam and Reservoir 
under subparagraphs (A) through (C) of sec-
tion 5012(g)(1). 

(b) FLUCTUATION IN COSTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amounts authorized 

to be appropriated under paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of subsection (a) and this subsection shall 
be— 

(A) increased or decreased, as appropriate, 
by such amounts as may be justified by rea-
son of ordinary fluctuations in costs occur-
ring after the date of enactment of this Act 
as indicated by the Bureau of Reclamation 
Construction Cost Index—Composite Trend; 
and 

(B) adjusted to address construction cost 
changes necessary to account for unforeseen 
market volatility that may not otherwise be 
captured by engineering cost indices as de-
termined by the Secretary, including repric-
ing applicable to the types of construction 
and current industry standards involved. 

(2) REPETITION.—The adjustment process 
under paragraph (1) shall be repeated for 
each subsequent amount appropriated until 
the amount authorized to be appropriated 
under subsection (a), as adjusted, has been 
appropriated. 

(3) PERIOD OF INDEXING.— 
(A) TRUST FUND.—With respect to the 

Trust Fund, the period of indexing adjust-
ment under paragraph (1) for any increment 
of funding shall end on the date on which the 
funds are deposited into the Trust Fund. 

(B) IMPLEMENTATION FUND.—With respect 
to the Implementation Fund, the period of 
adjustment under paragraph (1) for any in-
crement of funding shall be annually. 
SEC. 5015. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

(a) WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY BY THE 
UNITED STATES.—Except as provided in sub-
sections (a) through (c) of section 208 of the 
Department of Justice Appropriation Act, 
1953 (43 U.S.C. 666), nothing in this division 
waives the sovereign immunity of the United 
States. 

(b) OTHER TRIBES NOT ADVERSELY AF-
FECTED.—Nothing in this division quantifies 
or diminishes any land or water right, or any 
claim or entitlement to land or water, of an 
Indian Tribe, band, or community other than 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(c) ELIMINATION OF DEBTS OR LIENS 
AGAINST ALLOTMENTS OF THE FORT BELKNAP 
INDIAN COMMUNITY MEMBERS WITHIN THE 
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION PROJECT.— 
On the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall cancel and eliminate all 
debts or liens against the allotments of land 
held by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the members of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community due to construction assessments 
and annual operation and maintenance 
charges relating to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project. 

(d) EFFECT ON CURRENT LAW.—Nothing in 
this division affects any provision of law (in-
cluding regulations) in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act with 
respect to pre-enforcement review of any 
Federal environmental enforcement action. 
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(e) EFFECT ON RECLAMATION LAWS.—The ac-

tivities carried out by the Commissioner 
under this division shall not establish a 
precedent or impact the authority provided 
under any other provision of the reclamation 
laws, including— 

(1) the Reclamation Rural Water Supply 
Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 2401 et seq.); and 

(2) the Omnibus Public Land Management 
Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–11; 123 Stat. 991). 

(f) ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—Nothing in this 
division prohibits the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community from seeking— 

(1) additional funds for Tribal programs or 
purposes; or 

(2) funding from the United States or the 
State based on the status of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as an Indian 
Tribe. 

(g) RIGHTS UNDER STATE LAW.—Except as 
provided in section 1 of Article III of the 
Compact (relating to the closing of certain 
water basins in the State to new appropria-
tions in accordance with the laws of the 
State), nothing in this division or the Com-
pact precludes the acquisition or exercise of 
a right arising under State law (as defined in 
section 6 of Article II of the Compact) to the 
use of water by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community, or a member or allottee of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, outside the 
Reservation by— 

(1) purchase of the right; or 
(2) submitting to the State an application 

in accordance with State law. 
(h) WATER STORAGE AND IMPORTATION.— 

Nothing in this division or the Compact pre-
vents the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
from participating in any project to import 
water to, or to add storage in, the Milk River 
Basin. 
SEC. 5016. ANTIDEFICIENCY. 

The United States shall not be liable for 
any failure to carry out any obligation or ac-
tivity authorized by this division, including 
any obligation or activity under the Com-
pact, if— 

(1) adequate appropriations are not pro-
vided by Congress expressly to carry out the 
purposes of this division; or 

(2) there are not enough funds available in 
the Reclamation Water Settlements Fund 
established by section 10501(a) of the Omni-
bus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (43 
U.S.C. 407(a)) to carry out the purposes of 
this division. 

SA 2933. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XXVIII, 
add the following: 
SEC. 2836. LAND CONVEYANCE AND AUTHORIZA-

TION FOR INTERIM LEASE, DEFENSE 
FUEL SUPPORT POINT SAN PEDRO, 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

(a) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of the Navy (in this section referred 
to as the ‘‘Secretary’’), may convey to the 
city of Los Angeles or the city of Lomita, 
California, or both, at a cost less than fair 
market value, all right, title, and interest of 
the United States in and to parcels of real 
property, including any improvements there-
in or thereon, known as the ballfields and 
the firing range at Naval Weapons Station 
Seal Beach, Defense Fuel Support Point, San 
Pedro, California, as further described in 

subsection (i), for the purposes of permitting 
the city of Los Angeles or the city of Lomita 
(as appropriate) to use such conveyed parcel 
of real property for park and recreational ac-
tivities or law enforcement affiliated pur-
poses, as set forth in subsection (e). 

(b) INTERIM LEASE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Until such time as a par-

cel of real property described in subsection 
(a) is conveyed to the city of Los Angeles or 
the city of Lomita (as appropriate), the Sec-
retary may lease such parcel or a portion of 
such parcel to either the city of Los Angeles 
or the city of Lomita at no cost for a term 
of not more than 3 years. 

(2) LIMITATION.—If the conveyance under 
subsection (a) of a parcel leased under para-
graph (1), is not completed within the period 
of the lease term, the Secretary shall have 
no further obligation to make any part of 
such parcel available for use by the city of 
Los Angeles or the city of Lomita (as appro-
priate). 

(c) CONSIDERATION.— 
(1) CONSIDERATION REQUIRED.—As consider-

ation for a conveyance under subsection (a), 
the city of Los Angeles or the city of Lomita 
(as appropriate) shall pay to the Secretary 
an amount determined by the Secretary, 
which may consist of cash payment, in-kind 
consideration as described under paragraph 
(2), or a combination thereof. 

(2) IN-KIND CONSIDERATION.—In-kind consid-
eration provided by the city of Los Angeles 
or the city of Lomita (as appropriate) under 
this subsection may include— 

(A) the acquisition, construction, provi-
sion, improvement, maintenance, repair, or 
restoration (including environmental res-
toration), or combination thereof, of any 
property, facility, or infrastructure with 
proximity to Naval Weapons Station Seal 
Beach, that the Secretary considers accept-
able; or 

(B) the delivery of services relating to the 
needs of Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach 
that the Secretary considers acceptable. 

(3) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED FOR 
CONVEYANCE.—Cash payments received under 
paragraph (1) as reimbursement for costs in-
curred by the Secretary to carry out a con-
veyance under subsection (a) shall be— 

(A) credited to and merged with the fund 
or account used to cover the costs incurred 
by the Secretary in carrying out the convey-
ance or an appropriate fund or account avail-
able to the Secretary for the purposes for 
which the costs were paid; and 

(B) available for the same purposes and 
subject to the same conditions and limita-
tions as amounts in such fund or account. 

(4) PAYMENT OF COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.— 
(A) PAYMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary 

shall require the city of Los Angeles or the 
city of Lomita (as appropriate) to cover 
costs (except costs for environmental reme-
diation of the property) to be incurred by the 
Secretary, or to reimburse the Secretary for 
costs incurred by the Secretary, to carry out 
a conveyance under subsection (a) or an 
inteirm lease under subsection (b), including 
costs for environmental and real estate due 
diligence and any other administrative costs 
related to the conveyance or lease execution. 

(B) REFUND OF EXCESS AMOUNTS.—If 
amounts collected from the city of Los Ange-
les or the city of Lomita under subparagraph 
(A) exceed the costs actually incurred by the 
Secretary to carry out a conveyance under 
subsection (a) or an interim lease execution 
under subsection (b), the Secretary shall re-
fund the excess amount to the city of Los 
Angeles or the city of Lomita (as appro-
priate). 

(d) VALUATION.—The values of the property 
interests to be conveyed by the Secretary 
under subsection (a) shall be determined by 
an independent appraiser selected by the 

Secretary and in accordance with the Uni-
form Standards of Professional Appraisal 
Practice. 

(e) CONDITIONS OF CONVEYANCE.—A convey-
ance under subsection (a) shall be subject to 
all existing easements, restrictions, and cov-
enants of record and the following condi-
tions: 

(1) The parcels of real property described in 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (i) shall 
be used solely for park and recreational ac-
tivities, which may include ancillary uses 
such as vending and restrooms. 

(2) The parcel of real property described in 
paragraph (3) of subsection (i) shall be used 
solely for law enforcement affiliated pur-
poses. 

(3) The city of Los Angeles or the city of 
Lomita (as appropriate) may not use Federal 
funds to cover any portion of the amounts 
required by subsection (c) to be paid. 

(f) EXCLUSION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR PRIOR 
SCREENING.—Section 2696(b) of title 10, 
United States Code, and the requirements 
under title V of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11411 et seq.) 
relating to prior screenings shall not apply 
to a conveyance under subsection (a) or the 
grant of interim lease authorized under sub-
section (b). 

(g) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-

mines at any time that a parcel of real prop-
erty conveyed under subsection (a) is not 
being used in accordance with the purpose of 
the conveyance specified in this section, all 
right, title, and interest in and to the land, 
including any improvements thereon, shall, 
at the option of the Secretary, revert to and 
become the property of the United States, 
and the United States shall have the right of 
immediate entry onto such real property. 

(2) OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING.—A deter-
mination by the Secretary under paragraph 
(1) shall be made on the record after an op-
portunity for a hearing. 

(h) CONVEYANCE AGREEMENT.—A convey-
ance of land under subsection (a) shall be ac-
complished— 

(1) using a quitclaim deed or other legal in-
strument; and 

(2) upon terms and conditions mutually 
satisfactory to the Secretary and the city of 
Los Angeles or the city of Lomita (as appro-
priate), including such additional terms and 
conditions as the Secretary considers appro-
priate to protect the interests of the United 
States. 

(i) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—The parcels 
of real property that may be conveyed under 
subsection (a) are the following: 

(1) The City of Lomita Ballfield Parcel 
consisting of approximately 5.7 acres. 

(2) The City of Los Angeles Ballfield Par-
cels consisting of approximately 15.3 acres. 

(3) The firing range located at 2981 North 
Gaffey Street, San Pedro, California, con-
sisting of approximately 3.2 acres. 

(j) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section affects the application of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

SA 2934. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title V, add the 
following: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:17 Jul 24, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00059 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A23JY6.073 S23JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5218 July 23, 2024 
SEC. 562. COUNSELING IN THE TRANSITION AS-

SISTANCE PROGRAM REGARDING 
MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA. 

Section 1142(b) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(20) Information concerning benefits and 
health care (including mental health care) 
furnished by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to veterans and members of the Armed 
Forces who have survived military sexual 
trauma.’’. 

SA 2935. Mr. LUJÁN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title XXXI, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. lll. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY OF SEC-

RETARY OF ENERGY REGARDING 
PROTECTION OF CERTAIN NUCLEAR 
FACILITIES AND ASSETS FROM UN-
MANNED AIRCRAFT. 

Section 4510 of the Atomic Energy Defense 
Act (50 U.S.C. 2661) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘section 
46502 of title 49, United States Code, section 
705 of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 
U.S.C. 605), or’’ after ‘‘Notwithstanding’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e)(1)(C), by striking 
‘‘owned by the United States or contracted 
to the United States, to’’ and inserting 
‘‘owned by or contracted to the Department 
of Energy, including facilities that’’. 

SA 2936. Mr. LUJÁN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title XXXII, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 31lll. HIRING POWER OF DEFENSE NU-

CLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD. 
Section 313(b)(1)(B) of the Atomic Energy 

Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2286b(b)(1)(B)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘the Board determines to be 
reasonable’’ and inserting ‘‘that do not ex-
ceed level II of the Executive Schedule under 
section 5313 of that title’’. 

SA 2937. Ms. WARREN (for herself 
and Ms. ERNST) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 711 and insert the following: 
SEC. 711. MODIFICATIONS TO BRAIN HEALTH INI-

TIATIVE OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE. 

Section 735 of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 10 U.S.C. 1071 
note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) by amending subparagraph (B) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(B) The identification and dissemination 

of thresholds for blast exposure and over-
pressure safety and associated emerging sci-
entific evidence that— 

‘‘(i) cover brain injury and impulse noise; 
‘‘(ii) measure impact over 24-hour, 72-hour 

to 96-hour, monthly, annual, and lifetime pe-
riods; 

‘‘(iii) are designed to prevent cognitive 
deficits after firing; 

‘‘(iv) account for the firing of multiple 
types of heavy weaponry and use of grenades 
in one period of time; 

‘‘(v) include minimum safe distances and 
levels of exposure for observers and instruc-
tors; and 

‘‘(vi) address shoulder-fired heavy weap-
ons.’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(H) The establishment of a standardized 
treatment program based on interventions 
that have shown benefit to individuals with 
brain health issues after a brain injury and 
the provision of that treatment program to 
individuals with brain health issues after a 
brain injury resulting from a potential brain 
exposure described in subparagraph (A) or 
high-risk training or occupational activities 
described in subparagraph (D). 

‘‘(I) The establishment of policies to en-
courage members of the Armed Forces to 
seek support for brain health when needed, 
prevent retaliation against such members 
who seek care, and address other barriers to 
seeking help for brain health due to the im-
pact of blast exposure, blast overpressure, or 
traumatic brain injury. 

‘‘(J) The modification of existing weapons 
systems to reduce blast exposure of the indi-
vidual using the weapon and those within 
the minimum safe distance.’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘each of 
fiscal years 2025 through 2029’’ and inserting 
‘‘each fiscal year’’; 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or other 

remote measurement technology’’ after 
‘‘wearable sensors’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(4) WEAPONS USE.—Monitoring activities 
under a pilot program conducted pursuant to 
paragraph (1) shall be carried out for any 
member of the Armed Forces firing tier 1 
weapons in training or combat, as identified 
by the Secretary of Defense.’’; 

(4) by striking subsections (e) and (f); 
(5) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-

section (h); and 
(6) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-

lowing new subsections: 
‘‘(e) THRESHOLDS FOR BLAST EXPOSURE AND 

OVERPRESSURE SAFETY.— 
‘‘(1) DEADLINE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 

1, 2027, the Secretary of Defense shall iden-
tify and disseminate the thresholds for blast 
exposure and overpressure safety required 
under subsection (b)(1)(B). 

‘‘(B) UPDATE.—Not less frequently than 
once every five years following the identi-
fication and dissemination under subpara-
graph (A) of the thresholds for blast exposure 
and overpressure safety required under sub-
section (b)(1)(B), the Secretary of Defense 
shall update those thresholds. 

‘‘(2) FORMAL TRAINING REQUIREMENT.—The 
Secretary of Defense shall ensure that train-
ing on the thresholds for blast exposure and 
overpressure safety is provided to members 
of the Armed Forces before training, deploy-
ment, or entering other high-risk environ-

ments where exposure to blast overpressure 
is likely. 

‘‘(3) CENTRAL REPOSITORY.—Not later than 
January 1, 2027, the Secretary of Defense 
shall establish a central repository of blast- 
related characteristics, such as pressure pro-
files and common blast loads associated with 
specific systems and the environments in 
which they are used. 

‘‘(4) WAIVERS.— 
‘‘(A) PROTOCOLS.—The Secretary of Defense 

may establish and implement protocols to 
require waivers in cases in which members of 
the Armed Forces must exceed the safety 
thresholds described in subsection (b)(1)(B), 
which shall include a justification for ex-
ceeding those safety thresholds. 

‘‘(B) TRACKING SYSTEM.—Not later than one 
year after establishing protocols for waivers 
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a Department of De-
fense-wide tracking system for such waivers, 
which shall include data contributed by the 
Secretary of each military department. 

‘‘(C) REPORT ON WAIVERS.—Not later than 
one year after establishing protocols for 
waivers under subparagraph (A), and annu-
ally thereafter for a period of five years, the 
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the 
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives a report on 
such waivers that includes— 

‘‘(i) the number of waivers issued, 
disaggregated by military department; and 

‘‘(ii) a description of actions taken by the 
Secretary concerned to track the health ef-
fects on members of the Armed Forces of ex-
ceeding safety thresholds described in sub-
section (b)(1)(B), document those effects in 
medical records, and provide care to those 
members. 

‘‘(f) STRATEGIES FOR MITIGATION AND PRE-
VENTION OF BLAST EXPOSURE AND OVER-
PRESSURE RISK FOR HIGH-RISK INDIVIDUALS.— 
Not later than January 1, 2027, the Secretary 
of Defense shall establish strategies for miti-
gating and preventing blast exposure and 
blast overpressure risk for individuals most 
at risk for exposure to high-risk training or 
high-risk occupational activities, which 
shall include— 

‘‘(1) a timeline and process for imple-
menting those strategies; 

‘‘(2) a determination of the frequency with 
which those strategies will be updated, 
which shall be not less frequently than once 
every five years; and 

‘‘(3) an assessment of how information re-
garding those strategies will be disseminated 
to such individuals, including after those 
strategies are updated. 

‘‘(g) REPORTS ON WARFIGHTER BRAIN 
HEALTH INITIATIVE.—Not later than March 
31, 2025, and not less frequently than annu-
ally thereafter for a period of five years, the 
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the 
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives a report 
that includes the following: 

‘‘(1) A description of the activities taken 
under the Initiative and resources expended 
under the Initiative during the prior fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(2) The number of members of the Armed 
Forces impacted by blast overpressure and 
blast exposure in the prior fiscal year, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(A) the number of members who reported 
adverse health effects from blast over-
pressure or blast exposure; 

‘‘(B) the number of members exposed to 
blast overpressure or blast exposure; 

‘‘(C) the number of members who received 
treatment for injuries related to blast over-
pressure or blast exposure, including at fa-
cilities of the Department of Defense and at 
facilities in the private sector; and 
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‘‘(D) the type of care that members receive 

from facilities of the Department of Defense 
and the type of care that members receive 
from facilities in the private sector. 

‘‘(3) A summary of the progress made dur-
ing the prior fiscal year with respect to the 
objectives of the Initiative under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(4) A description of the steps the Sec-
retary is taking to ensure that activities 
under the Initiative are being implemented 
across the Department of Defense and the 
military departments.’’. 

SA 2938. Ms. SMITH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 1413. 

SA 2939. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 

Subtitle G—Caribbean Basin Security 
Initiative 

SEC. 1291. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Carib-

bean Basin Security Initiative Authorization 
Act’’. 
SEC. 1292. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) BENEFICIARY COUNTRIES.—The term 
‘‘beneficiary countries’’ means— 

(A) Antigua and Barbuda; 
(B) the Bahamas; 
(C) Barbados; 
(D) Dominica; 
(E) the Dominican Republic; 
(F) Grenada; 
(G) Guyana; 
(H) Jamaica; 
(I) Saint Lucia; 
(J) Saint Kitts and Nevis; 
(K) Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; 
(L) Suriname; and 
(M) Trinidad and Tobago. 

SEC. 1293. AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CARIBBEAN 
BASIN SECURITY INITIATIVE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CARIBBEAN 
BASIN SECURITY INITIATIVE.—The Secretary 
of State and the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment may carry out an initiative, to be 
known as the ‘‘Caribbean Basin Security Ini-
tiative’’, in beneficiary countries to achieve 
the purposes described in subsection (b). 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes described in 
this subsection are the following: 

(1) To promote citizen safety, security, and 
the rule of law in the Caribbean through in-
creased strategic engagement with— 

(A) the governments of beneficiary coun-
tries; and 

(B) elements of local civil society, includ-
ing the private sector, in such countries. 

(2) To counter transnational criminal orga-
nizations and local gangs in beneficiary 
countries, including through— 

(A) maritime and aerial security coopera-
tion, including— 

(i) assistance to strengthen capabilities of 
maritime and aerial interdiction operations 
in the Caribbean; and 

(ii) the provision of support systems and 
equipment, training, and maintenance; 

(B) cooperation on border and port secu-
rity, including support to strengthen capac-
ity for screening and intercepting narcotics, 
weapons, bulk cash, and other contraband at 
airports and seaports; and 

(C) capacity building and the provision of 
equipment and support for operations tar-
geting— 

(i) the finances and illegal activities of 
such organizations and gangs; and 

(ii) the recruitment by such organizations 
and gangs of at-risk youth. 

(3) To advance law enforcement and justice 
sector capacity building and rule of law ini-
tiatives in beneficiary countries, including 
by— 

(A) strengthening special prosecutorial of-
fices and providing technical assistance— 

(i) to combat— 
(I) corruption; 
(II) money laundering; 
(III) human, firearms, and wildlife traf-

ficking; 
(IV) human smuggling; 
(V) financial crimes; and 
(VI) extortion; and 
(ii) to conduct asset forfeitures and crimi-

nal analysis; 
(B) supporting training for civilian police 

and appropriate security services in criminal 
investigations, best practices for citizen se-
curity, and the protection of human rights; 

(C) supporting capacity building for law 
enforcement and military units, including 
professionalization, anti-corruption and 
human rights training, vetting, and commu-
nity-based policing; 

(D) supporting justice sector reform and 
strengthening of the rule of law, including— 

(i) capacity building for prosecutors, 
judges, and other justice officials; and 

(ii) support to increase the efficacy of 
criminal courts; and 

(E) strengthening cybersecurity and 
cybercrime cooperation, including capacity 
building and support for cybersecurity sys-
tems. 

(4) To promote crime prevention efforts in 
beneficiary countries, particularly among 
at-risk-youth and other vulnerable popu-
lations, including through— 

(A) improving community and law enforce-
ment cooperation to improve the effective-
ness and professionalism of police and in-
crease mutual trust; 

(B) increasing economic opportunities for 
at-risk youth and vulnerable populations, in-
cluding through workforce development 
training and remedial education programs 
for at-risk youth; 

(C) improving juvenile justice sectors 
through regulatory reforms, separating 
youth from traditional prison systems, and 
improving support and services in juvenile 
detention centers; and 

(D) the provision of assistance to popu-
lations vulnerable to being victims of extor-
tion and crime by criminal networks. 

(5) To strengthen the ability of the secu-
rity sector in beneficiary countries to re-

spond to and become more resilient in the 
face of natural disasters, including by— 

(A) carrying out training exercises to en-
sure critical infrastructure and ports are 
able to come back online rapidly following 
natural disasters; and 

(B) providing preparedness training to po-
lice and first responders. 

(6) To prioritize efforts to combat corrup-
tion and include anti-corruption components 
in programs in beneficiary countries, includ-
ing by— 

(A) building the capacity of national jus-
tice systems and attorneys general to pros-
ecute and try acts of corruption; 

(B) increasing the capacity of national law 
enforcement services to carry out anti-cor-
ruption investigations; and 

(C) encouraging cooperative agreements 
among the Department of State, other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, and 
the attorneys general of relevant countries. 

(7) To promote the rule of law in bene-
ficiary countries and counter malign influ-
ence from authoritarian regimes, including 
China, Russia, Iran, Venezuela, Nicaragua, 
and Cuba, by— 

(A) monitoring security assistance from 
such authoritarian regimes and taking steps 
necessary to ensure that such assistance 
does not undermine or jeopardize United 
States security assistance; 

(B) evaluating and, as appropriate, re-
stricting the involvement of the United 
States in investment and infrastructure 
projects financed by authoritarian regimes 
that might obstruct or otherwise impact 
United States security assistance to bene-
ficiary countries; 

(C) monitoring and restricting equipment 
and support from high-risk vendors of tele-
communications infrastructure in bene-
ficiary countries; 

(D) countering disinformation by pro-
moting transparency and accountability 
from beneficiary countries; and 

(E) eliminating corruption linked to in-
vestment and infrastructure facilitated by 
authoritarian regimes through support for 
investment screening, competitive tendering 
and bidding processes, the implementation of 
investment law, and contractual trans-
parency. 

(8) To support the effective branding and 
messaging of United States security assist-
ance and cooperation in beneficiary coun-
tries, including by developing and imple-
menting a public diplomacy strategy for in-
forming citizens of beneficiary countries 
about the benefits to their respective coun-
tries of United States security assistance 
and cooperation programs. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of State and the United States 
Agency for International Development 
$88,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2029 to carry out the Caribbean 
Basin Security Initiative to achieve the pur-
poses described in subsection (b). 
SEC. 1294. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees an implementation plan that in-
cludes a timeline and stated objectives for 
actions to be taken in beneficiary countries 
with respect to the Caribbean Basin Security 
Initiative. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The implementation plan 
required by subsection (a) shall include the 
following elements: 

(1) A multi-year strategy with a timeline, 
overview of objectives, and anticipated out-
comes for the region and for each beneficiary 
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country, with respect to each purpose de-
scribed in section 1293. 

(2) Specific, measurable benchmarks to 
track the progress of the Caribbean Basin 
Security Initiative toward accomplishing 
the outcomes included under paragraph (1). 

(3) A plan for the delineation of the roles 
to be carried out by the Department of State 
and the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to prevent overlap and 
unintended competition between activities 
and resources of other Federal departments 
or agencies. 

(4) A plan to coordinate and track all ac-
tivities carried out under the Caribbean 
Basin Security Initiative among all relevant 
Federal departments and agencies, in accord-
ance with the publication requirements de-
scribed in section 4 of the Foreign Aid Trans-
parency and Accountability Act of 2016 (22 
U.S.C. 2394c). 

(5) A description of the process for co-lo-
cating projects of the Caribbean Basin Secu-
rity Initiative funded by the United States 
Agency for International Development and 
the Bureau of International Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement Affairs of the Department 
of State to ensure that crime prevention 
funding and enforcement funding are used in 
the same localities as necessary. 

(6) An assessment of steps taken, as of the 
date on which the plan is submitted, to in-
crease regional coordination and collabora-
tion between the law enforcement agencies 
of beneficiary countries and the Haitian Na-
tional Police, and a framework with bench-
marks for increasing such coordination and 
collaboration, in order to address the urgent 
security crisis in Haiti. 

(c) ANNUAL PROGRESS UPDATE.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date on which the im-
plementation plan required by subsection (a) 
is submitted, and annually thereafter, the 
Secretary of State, in coordination with the 
Administrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development, shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
a written description of results achieved 
through the Caribbean Basin Security Imita-
tive, including with respect to— 

(1) the implementation of the strategy and 
plans described in paragraphs (1), (3), and (4) 
of subsection (b); 

(2) compliance with, and progress related 
to, meeting the benchmarks described in 
paragraph (2) of subsection (b); and 

(3) funding statistics for the Caribbean 
Basin Security Initiative for the preceding 
year, disaggregated by country. 
SEC. 1295. PROGRAMS AND STRATEGY TO IN-

CREASE NATURAL DISASTER RE-
SPONSE AND RESILIENCE. 

(a) PROGRAMS.—During the 5-year period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Inter-American Foundation, 
shall promote natural disaster response and 
resilience in beneficiary countries by car-
rying out programs for the following pur-
poses: 

(1) Encouraging coordination between ben-
eficiary countries and relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies to provide expertise 
and information sharing. 

(2) Supporting the sharing of best practices 
on natural disaster resilience, including on 
constructing resilient infrastructure and re-
building after natural disasters. 

(3) Improving rapid-response mechanisms 
and cross-government organizational pre-
paredness for natural disasters. 

(b) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Administrator of the United States 

Agency for International Development and 
in consultation with the President and Chief 
Economic Officer of the Inter-American 
Foundation and nongovernmental organiza-
tions in beneficiary countries and in the 
United States, shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a strategy 
that incorporates specific, measurable 
benchmarks— 

(1) to achieve the purposes described in 
subsection (a); and 

(2) to inform citizens of beneficiary coun-
tries about the extent and benefits of United 
States assistance to such countries. 

(c) ANNUAL PROGRESS UPDATE.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date on which the strat-
egy required by subsection (b) is submitted, 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of 
State, in coordination with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a 
written description of the progress made as 
of the date of such submission in meeting 
the benchmarks included in the strategy. 

SA 2940. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. MODIFICATION OF SUPPORT FOR EXE-

CUTION OF BILATERAL AGREE-
MENTS CONCERNING ILLICIT 
TRANSNATIONAL MARITIME ACTIV-
ITY. 

Section 1808 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public 
Law 118–31; 137 Stat. 668; 10 U.S.C. 331 note) 
is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘IN 
AFRICA’’; and 

(2) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘African’’. 

SA 2941. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 855. FUNDING FOR PROCUREMENT TECH-

NICAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS. 
(a) ESTABLISHING PARITY OF FUNDING AS-

SISTANCE FOR NATIVE AMERICAN APEX AC-
CELERATORS.—Section 4955(a) of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘$1,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$1,500,000’’. 

(b) AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER FUNDS FOR IM-
PLEMENTATION OF PROGRAM ASSISTANCE 
AGREEMENTS.—Section 4955 of title 10, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting at the 
end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(e) AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER FUNDS FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAM ASSISTANCE 
AGREEMENT.—Funds appropriated pursuant 
to this section for a Department of Defense 
Procurement Technical Assistance Coopera-
tive Agreement Program (otherwise referred 
to as an APEX Accelerator program) may be 
transferred to any other appropriation solely 

for the purpose of implementing a Procure-
ment Technical Assistance Cooperative 
Agreement Program assistance agreement 
pursuant to section 1241 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1985 
(Public Law 98-525), as amended, under the 
authority of this provision or any other 
transfer authority.’’. 

SA 2942. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title VI, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 6ll. COMBATTING ILLICIT TOBACCO PROD-

UCTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than 

120 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, no exchange or commissary store 
operated by or for a military resale entity 
shall offer for sale any ENDS product or oral 
nicotine product unless the manufacturer of 
such product executes and delivers to the ap-
propriate officer for each military resale en-
tity a certification form for each ENDS prod-
uct or oral nicotine product offered for retail 
sale at an exchange or commissary store 
that attests under penalty of perjury the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The manufacturer has received a mar-
keting granted order for such product under 
section 910 of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 387j). 

(2) The manufacturer submitted a timely 
filed premarket tobacco product application 
for such product, and the application either 
remains under review by the Secretary or 
has received a denial order that has been and 
remains stayed by the Secretary or court 
order, rescinded by the Secretary, or vacated 
by a court. 

(b) FAILURE TO SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—A 
manufacturer shall submit the certification 
forms required in subsection (a) on an annual 
basis. Failure to submit such forms to a 
military resale entity as required under the 
preceding sentence shall result in the re-
moval of the relevant ENDS product or oral 
nicotine product from sale at any exchange 
or commissary store operated by or for such 
military resale entity. 

(c) CERTIFICATION CONTENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A certification form re-

quired under subsection (a) shall separately 
list each brand name, product name, cat-
egory (such as e-liquid, power unit, device, e- 
liquid cartridge, e-liquid pod, or disposable), 
and flavor for each product that is sold of-
fered for sale by the manufacturer submit-
ting such form. 

(2) OTHER ITEMS.—A manufacturer shall, 
when submitting a certification under sub-
section (a), include in that submission— 

(A) a copy of the publicly available mar-
keting order granted under section 910 of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 387j), as redacted by the Secretary and 
made available on the agency website; 

(B) a copy of the acceptance letter issued 
under such section for a timely filed pre-
market tobacco product application; or 

(C) a document issued by the Secretary or 
by a court confirming that the premarket to-
bacco product application has received a de-
nial order that has been and remains stayed 
by the Secretary or court order, rescinded by 
the Secretary, or vacated by a court. 

(d) DEVELOPMENT OF FORMS AND PUBLICA-
TION.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
each military resale entity shall— 

(A) develop and make public the certifi-
cation form such entity will require a 
manfacturer to submit to meet the require-
ment under subsection (a); and 

(B) provide instructions on how such cer-
tification form shall be submitted to such 
entity. 

(2) SUBMISSION IN CASE OF FAILURE TO PUB-
LISH FORM.—If a military resale entity fails 
to prepare and make public the certification 
form required by subsection (a), a manufac-
turer may submit information necessary to 
prove compliance with the requirements of 
this section. 

(e) CHANGES TO CERTIFICATION FORM.—A 
manufacturer that submits a certification 
form under subsection (a) shall notify each 
military resale entity to which such certifi-
cation was submitted not later than 30 days 
after making any material change to the cer-
tification form, including— 

(1) the issuance or denial of a marketing 
authorization or other order by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 910 of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
387j); or 

(2) any other order or action by the Sec-
retary or any court that affects the ability 
of the ENDS product or oral nicotine product 
to be introduced or delivered into interstate 
commerce for commercial distribution in the 
United States. 

(f) DIRECTORY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
each military resale entity shall maintain 
and make publicly available on its official 
website a directory that lists all ENDS prod-
uct and oral nicotine product manufacturers 
and all product brand names, categories 
(such as e-liquid, e-liquid cartridge, e-liquid 
pod, or disposable), product names, and fla-
vors for which certification forms have been 
submitted and approved by the military re-
sale entity. 

(2) UPDATES.—Each military resale entity 
shall— 

(A) update the directory under paragraph 
(1) at least monthly to ensure accuracy; and 

(B) establish a process to provide each ex-
change or commissary store notice of the 
initial publication of the directory and 
changes made to the directory in the pre-
ceding month. 

(3) EXCLUSIONS AND REMOVALS.—An ENDS 
product or oral nicotine product shall not be 
included or retained in a directory of a mili-
tary resale entity if the military resale enti-
ty determines that any of the following 
apply: 

(A) The manufacturer failed to provide a 
complete and accurate certification as re-
quired by this section. 

(B) The manufacturer submitted a certifi-
cation that does not comply with the re-
quirements of this section. 

(C) The information provided by the manu-
facturer in its certification contains false in-
formation, material misrepresentations, or 
omissions. 

(4) NOTICE REQUIRED.—In the case of a re-
moval of a product from a directory under 
paragraph (3), the relevant military resale 
entity shall provide to the manufacturer in-
volved notice and at least 30 days to cure de-
ficiencies before removing the manufacturer 
or its products from the directory. 

(5) EFFECT OF REMOVAL.—The ENDS prod-
uct or oral nicotine product of a manufac-
turer identified in a notice of removal under 
paragraph (4) are, beginning on the date that 
is 30 days after such removal, subject to sei-
zure, forfeiture, and destruction, and may 
not be purchased or sold for retail sale at 

any exchange or commissary store operated 
by or for a military resale entity. 

(g) DEFINITONS.—In this section: 
(1) ENDS PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘ENDS 

product’’— 
(A) means any non-combustible product 

that employs a heating element, power 
source, electronic circuit, or other elec-
tronic, chemical, or mechanical means, re-
gardless of shape or size, to produce vapor 
from nicotine in a solution; 

(B) includes a consumable nicotine liquid 
solution suitable for use in such product, 
whether sold with the product or separately; 
and 

(C) does not include any product regulated 
as a drug or device under chapter V of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 351 et seq.). 

(2) MILITARY RESALE ENTITY.—The term 
‘‘military resale entity’’ means— 

(A) the Defense Commissary Agency; 
(B) the Army and Air Force Exchange 

Service; 
(C) the Navy Exchange Service Command; 

and 
(D) the Marine Corps Exchange. 
(3) ORAL NICOTINE PRODUCT.—The term 

‘‘oral nicotine product’’ means— 
(A) means any non-combustible product 

that contains nicotine that is intended to be 
placed in the oral cavity; and 

(B) does not include— 
(i) any ENDS product; 
(ii) smokeless tobacco (as defined in sec-

tion 900 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 387)); or 

(iii) any product regulated as a drug or de-
vice under chapter V of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 351 et 
seq.). 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, acting through the Commissioner 
of Food and Drugs. 

(5) TIMELY FILED PREMARKET TOBACCO PROD-
UCT APPLICATION.—The term ‘‘timely filed 
premarket tobacco product application’’ 
means an application that was submitted 
under section 910 of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 387j) on or before 
September 9, 2020, and accepted for filing 
with respect to an ENDS product or oral nic-
otine product containing nicotine marketed 
in the United States as of August 8, 2016. 

SA 2943. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of VIII, insert the 
following: 

SEC. 829. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF 
FUNDS FOR CHILLER CLASS 
PROJECTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
THE AIR FORCE. 

(a) LIMITATION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2025 for 
the Air Force may be obligated or expended 
to acquire goods or services under a non- 
competitive justification and approval for 
the purposes of standardizing the heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning chillers at 
installations of the Air Force until the date 
on which the Secretary of Defense submits 
to the congressional defense committees the 
certification described in subsection (b). 

(b) CERTIFICATION DESCRIBED.—The certifi-
cation described in this subsection is a cer-
tification that— 

(1) the Secretary of Defense has developed 
a methodology to compare the cost of ini-
tially acquiring the heating, ventilation, and 
air conditioning chillers and equipment sup-
porting such chillers for the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (a) under a non-com-
petitive justification and approval to the 
cost of initially acquiring such chillers and 
equipment for such purposes using competi-
tive procedures; 

(2) the Secretary of Defense has established 
metrics to measure the effects of standard-
izing the heating, ventilation, and air condi-
tioning chillers at installations of the Air 
Force, including the costs of training techni-
cians, any savings resulting from the ability 
of employees of the Government to repair 
such chillers, the cost of initially acquiring 
chillers and equipment supporting such 
chillers for such purpose, and the life cycle 
costs of such chillers; and 

(3) the Secretary of Defense has collected 
data demonstrating that the use of proce-
dures other than competitive procedures to 
acquire chillers for the purposes of standard-
izing the heating, ventilation, and air condi-
tioning chillers at installations of the Air 
Force has resulted in lower life cycle costs 
compared to using competitive procedures 
for such acquisitions. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMPETITIVE PROCEDURES.—The term 

‘‘competitive procedures’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3012 of title 10, 
United States Code. 

(2) NON-COMPETITIVE JUSTIFICATION AND AP-
PROVAL.—The term ‘‘non-competitive jus-
tification and approval’’ means the justifica-
tion and approval required by section 
3204(e)(1) of title 10, United States Code, for 
the use of procedures other than competitive 
procedures to award a contract. 

SA 2944. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. SUBSCRIPTION TO ADDITIONAL 

SHARES OF CAPITAL STOCK OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN INVESTMENT COR-
PORATION. 

The Inter-American Investment Corpora-
tion Act (22 U.S.C. 283aa et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 212. SUBSCRIPTION TO ADDITIONAL 

SHARES OF CAPITAL STOCK OF THE 
CORPORATION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury may subscribe on behalf of the 
United States to not more than 58,942 addi-
tional shares of the capital stock of the Cor-
poration. 

‘‘(b) LIMITATION.—Any subscription to the 
additional shares shall be effective only to 
such extent or in such amounts as are pro-
vided in an appropriations Act. 

‘‘(c) REPORT REQUIRED.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the conclusion of ne-

gotiations for an increase in the authorized 
capital stock of the Corporation to which the 
United States subscribes, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall submit to the committees 
specified in paragraph (2) a report that in-
cludes— 
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‘‘(A) the full dollar amount of the United 

States subscription to additional shares of 
capital stock of the Corporation; and 

‘‘(B) a certification that the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank Group has made sat-
isfactory progress toward reforms that— 

‘‘(i) increase the responsiveness of the 
Inter-American Development Bank Group to 
the development needs of all borrowing coun-
tries in Latin America and the Caribbean; 

‘‘(ii) improve the effectiveness of the fi-
nancing of the Inter-American Development 
Bank Group; 

‘‘(iii) foster the development of a vibrant 
private sector in the region; 

‘‘(iv) help address global and regional chal-
lenges; and 

‘‘(v) promote more efficient use of the fi-
nancial resources of the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank Group. 

‘‘(2) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The commit-
tees specified in this paragraph are— 

‘‘(A) the Committee on Appropriations and 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate; and 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Appropriations and 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives.’’. 

SA 2945. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for Mr. 
LEE (for himself and Mr. BLUMENTHAL)) 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by Mr. Blumenthal to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title X, add the following: 
Subtitle I—Congressional Approval of 

National Emergency Declarations 
SEC. 1096. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Assur-
ing that Robust, Thorough, and Informed 
Congressional Leadership is Exercised Over 
National Emergencies Act’’ or the ‘‘ARTI-
CLE ONE Act’’. 
SEC. 1097. CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF NA-

TIONAL EMERGENCIES. 
The National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 

1621 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
title I the following: 

‘‘TITLE II—DECLARATIONS OF FUTURE 
NATIONAL EMERGENCIES 

‘‘SEC. 201. DECLARATIONS OF NATIONAL EMER-
GENCIES. 

‘‘(a) AUTHORITY TO DECLARE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCIES.—With respect to Acts of Con-
gress authorizing the exercise, during the pe-
riod of a national emergency, of any special 
or extraordinary power, the President is au-
thorized to declare such a national emer-
gency by proclamation. Such proclamation 
shall immediately be transmitted to Con-
gress and published in the Federal Register. 

‘‘(b) SPECIFICATION OF PROVISIONS OF LAW 
TO BE EXERCISED.—No powers or authorities 
made available by statute for use during the 
period of a national emergency shall be exer-
cised unless and until the President specifies 
the provisions of law under which the Presi-
dent proposes that the President or other of-
ficers will act in— 

‘‘(1) a proclamation declaring a national 
emergency under subsection (a); or 

‘‘(2) one or more Executive orders relating 
to the emergency published in the Federal 
Register and transmitted to Congress. 

‘‘(c) PROHIBITION ON SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS IF 
EMERGENCIES NOT APPROVED.— 

‘‘(1) SUBSEQUENT DECLARATIONS.—If a joint 
resolution of approval is not enacted under 

section 203 with respect to a national emer-
gency before the expiration of the 30-day pe-
riod described in section 202(a), or with re-
spect to a national emergency proposed to be 
renewed under section 202(b), the President 
may not, during the remainder of the term of 
office of that President, declare a subsequent 
national emergency under subsection (a) 
with respect to the same circumstances. 

‘‘(2) EXERCISE OF AUTHORITIES.—If a joint 
resolution of approval is not enacted under 
section 203 with respect to a power or au-
thority specified by the President in a proc-
lamation under subsection (a) or an Execu-
tive order under subsection (b)(2) with re-
spect to a national emergency, the President 
may not, during the remainder of the term of 
office of that President, exercise that power 
or authority with respect to that emergency. 

‘‘(d) EFFECT OF FUTURE LAWS.—No law en-
acted after the date of the enactment of this 
Act shall supersede this title unless it does 
so in specific terms, referring to this title, 
and declaring that the new law supersedes 
the provisions of this title. 
‘‘SEC. 202. EFFECTIVE PERIODS OF NATIONAL 

EMERGENCIES. 
‘‘(a) TEMPORARY EFFECTIVE PERIODS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A declaration of a na-

tional emergency shall remain in effect for a 
period of 30 calendar days from the issuance 
of the proclamation under section 201(a) (not 
counting the day on which the proclamation 
was issued) and shall terminate when such 
period expires unless there is enacted into 
law a joint resolution of approval under sec-
tion 203 with respect to the proclamation. 

‘‘(2) EXERCISE OF POWERS AND AUTHORI-
TIES.—Any emergency power or authority 
made available under a provision of law spec-
ified pursuant to section 201(b) may be exer-
cised pursuant to a declaration of a national 
emergency for a period of 30 calendar days 
from the issuance of the proclamation or Ex-
ecutive order (not counting the day on which 
such proclamation or Executive order was 
issued). That power or authority may not be 
exercised after such period expires unless 
there is enacted into law a joint resolution 
of approval under section 203 approving— 

‘‘(A) the proclamation of the national 
emergency or the Executive order; and 

‘‘(B) the exercise of the power or authority 
specified by the President in such proclama-
tion or Executive order. 

‘‘(3) EXCEPTION IF CONGRESS IS UNABLE TO 
CONVENE.—If Congress is physically unable to 
convene as a result of an armed attack upon 
the United States or another national emer-
gency, the 30-day periods described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) shall begin on the first day 
Congress convenes for the first time after 
the attack or other emergency. 

‘‘(b) RENEWAL OF NATIONAL EMERGENCIES.— 
A national emergency declared by the Presi-
dent under section 201(a) or previously re-
newed under this subsection, and not already 
terminated pursuant to subsection (a) or (c), 
shall terminate on the date that is one year 
after the President transmitted to Congress 
the proclamation declaring the emergency or 
Congress approved a previous renewal pursu-
ant to this subsection, unless— 

‘‘(1) the President publishes in the Federal 
Register and transmits to Congress an Exec-
utive order renewing the emergency; and 

‘‘(2) there is enacted into law a joint reso-
lution of approval renewing the emergency 
pursuant to section 203 before the termi-
nation of the emergency or previous renewal 
of the emergency. 

‘‘(c) TERMINATION OF NATIONAL EMER-
GENCIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any national emergency 
declared by the President under section 
201(a) shall terminate on the earliest of— 

‘‘(A) the date provided for in subsection 
(a); 

‘‘(B) the date provided for in subsection (b); 
‘‘(C) the date specified in an Act of Con-

gress terminating the emergency; or 
‘‘(D) the date specified in a proclamation 

of the President terminating the emergency. 
‘‘(2) EFFECT OF TERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date of 

the termination of a national emergency 
under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(i) except as provided by subparagraph 
(B), any powers or authorities exercised by 
reason of the emergency shall cease to be ex-
ercised; 

‘‘(ii) any amounts reprogrammed or trans-
ferred under any provision of law with re-
spect to the emergency that remain unobli-
gated on that date shall be returned and 
made available for the purpose for which 
such amounts were appropriated; and 

‘‘(iii) any contracts entered into pursuant 
to authorities provided as a result of the 
emergency shall be terminated. 

‘‘(B) SAVINGS PROVISION.—The termination 
of a national emergency shall not affect— 

‘‘(i) any legal action taken or pending legal 
proceeding not finally concluded or deter-
mined on the date of the termination under 
paragraph (1); 

‘‘(ii) any legal action or legal proceeding 
based on any act committed prior to that 
date; or 

‘‘(iii) any rights or duties that matured or 
penalties that were incurred prior to that 
date. 
‘‘SEC. 203. REVIEW BY CONGRESS OF NATIONAL 

EMERGENCIES. 

‘‘(a) JOINT RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘joint reso-
lution of approval’ means a joint resolution 
that contains only the following provisions 
after its resolving clause: 

‘‘(1) A provision approving— 
‘‘(A) a proclamation of a national emer-

gency made under section 201(a); 
‘‘(B) an Executive order issued under sec-

tion 201(b)(2); or 
‘‘(C) an Executive order issued under sec-

tion 202(b). 
‘‘(2) A provision approving a list of all or a 

portion of the provisions of law specified by 
the President under section 201(b) in the 
proclamation or Executive order that is the 
subject of the joint resolution. 

‘‘(b) PROCEDURES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS OF APPROVAL.— 

‘‘(1) INTRODUCTION.—After the President 
transmits to Congress a proclamation declar-
ing a national emergency under section 
201(a), or an Executive order specifying 
emergency powers or authorities under sec-
tion 201(b)(2) or renewing a national emer-
gency under section 202(b), a joint resolution 
of approval may be introduced in either 
House of Congress by any member of that 
House. 

‘‘(2) REQUESTS TO CONVENE CONGRESS DUR-
ING RECESSES.—If, when the President trans-
mits to Congress a proclamation declaring a 
national emergency under section 201(a), or 
an Executive order specifying emergency 
powers or authorities under section 201(b)(2) 
or renewing a national emergency under sec-
tion 202(b), Congress has adjourned sine die 
or has adjourned for any period in excess of 
3 calendar days, the majority leader of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, or their respective designees, 
acting jointly after consultation with and 
the concurrence of the minority leader of the 
Senate and the minority leader of the House, 
shall notify the Members of the Senate and 
House, respectively, to reassemble at such 
place and time as they may designate if, in 
their opinion, the public interest shall war-
rant it. 

‘‘(3) CONSIDERATION IN SENATE.—In the Sen-
ate, the following shall apply: 
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‘‘(A) REPORTING AND DISCHARGE.—If the 

committee to which a joint resolution of ap-
proval has been referred has not reported it 
at the end of 10 calendar days after its intro-
duction, that committee shall be automati-
cally discharged from further consideration 
of the resolution and it shall be placed on 
the calendar. 

‘‘(B) PROCEEDING TO CONSIDERATION.—Not-
withstanding Rule XXII of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, when the committee to 
which a joint resolution of approval is re-
ferred has reported the resolution, or when 
that committee is discharged under subpara-
graph (A) from further consideration of the 
resolution, it is at any time thereafter in 
order (even though a previous motion to the 
same effect has been disagreed to) for a mo-
tion to proceed to the consideration of the 
joint resolution, and all points of order 
against the joint resolution (and against 
consideration of the joint resolution) are 
waived. The motion to proceed is subject to 
4 hours of debate divided equally between 
those favoring and those opposing the joint 
resolution of approval. The motion is not 
subject to amendment, or to a motion to 
postpone, or to a motion to proceed to the 
consideration of other business. 

‘‘(C) FLOOR CONSIDERATION.—A joint resolu-
tion of approval shall be subject to 10 hours 
of consideration, to be divided evenly be-
tween the proponents and opponents of the 
resolution. 

‘‘(D) AMENDMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), no amendments shall be in order 
with respect to a joint resolution of ap-
proval. 

‘‘(ii) AMENDMENTS TO STRIKE OR ADD SPECI-
FIED PROVISIONS OF LAW.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any amendment— 

‘‘(I) to strike a provision or provisions of 
law from the list required by subsection 
(a)(2); or 

‘‘(II) to add to that list a provision or pro-
visions of law specified by the President 
under section 201(b) in the proclamation or 
Executive order that is the subject of the 
joint resolution of approval. 

‘‘(E) MOTION TO RECONSIDER FINAL VOTE.—A 
motion to reconsider a vote on passage of a 
joint resolution of approval shall not be in 
order. 

‘‘(F) APPEALS.—Points of order, including 
questions of relevancy, and appeals from the 
decision of the Presiding Officer, shall be de-
cided without debate. 

‘‘(4) CONSIDERATION IN HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES.—In the House of Representatives, 
the following shall apply: 

‘‘(A) REPORTING AND DISCHARGE.—If the 
committee to which a joint resolution of ap-
proval has been referred has not reported it 
to the House within 10 calendar days after 
the date of referral, such committee shall be 
discharged from further consideration of the 
joint resolution. 

‘‘(B) PROCEEDING TO CONSIDERATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the third 

legislative day after the committee to which 
a joint resolution of approval has been re-
ferred reports it to the House or has been 
discharged from further consideration, and 
except as provided in clause (ii), it shall be 
in order to move to proceed to consider the 
joint resolution in the House. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the motion to its adoption without inter-
vening motion. The motion shall not be de-
batable. A motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion is disposed of shall not be 
in order. 

‘‘(ii) SUBSEQUENT MOTIONS TO PROCEED TO 
JOINT RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL.—A motion 
to proceed to consider a joint resolution of 
approval shall not be in order after the 

House has disposed of another motion to pro-
ceed on that resolution. 

‘‘(C) FLOOR CONSIDERATION.—Upon adoption 
of the motion to proceed in accordance with 
subparagraph (B)(i), the joint resolution of 
approval shall be considered as read. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the joint resolution to final passage 
without intervening motion except two 
hours of debate, which shall include debate 
on any amendments, equally divided and 
controlled by the sponsor of the joint resolu-
tion (or a designee) and an opponent. A mo-
tion to reconsider the vote on passage of the 
joint resolution shall not be in order. 

‘‘(D) AMENDMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), no amendments shall be in order 
with respect to a joint resolution of ap-
proval. 

‘‘(ii) AMENDMENTS TO STRIKE OR ADD SPECI-
FIED PROVISIONS OF LAW.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any amendment— 

‘‘(I) to strike a provision or provisions of 
law from the list required by subsection 
(a)(2); or 

‘‘(II) to add to that list a provision or pro-
visions of law specified by the President 
under section 201(b) in the proclamation or 
Executive order that is the subject of the 
joint resolution. 

‘‘(5) RECEIPT OF RESOLUTION FROM OTHER 
HOUSE.—If, before passing a joint resolution 
of approval, one House receives from the 
other a joint resolution of approval from the 
other House, then— 

‘‘(A) the joint resolution of the other 
House shall not be referred to a committee 
and shall be deemed to have been discharged 
from committee on the day it is received; 
and 

‘‘(B) the procedures set forth in paragraphs 
(3) and (4), as applicable, shall apply in the 
receiving House to the joint resolution re-
ceived from the other House to the same ex-
tent as such procedures apply to a joint reso-
lution of the receiving House. 

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The enact-
ment of a joint resolution of approval under 
this section shall not be interpreted to serve 
as a grant or modification by Congress of 
statutory authority for the emergency pow-
ers of the President. 

‘‘(d) RULES OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE.— 
This section is enacted by Congress— 

‘‘(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, respectively, and as such is deemed a 
part of the rules of each House, respectively, 
but applicable only with respect to the pro-
cedure to be followed in the House in the 
case of joint resolutions described in this 
section, and supersedes other rules only to 
the extent that it is inconsistent with such 
other rules; and 

‘‘(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change the 
rules (so far as relating to the procedure of 
that House) at any time, in the same man-
ner, and to the same extent as in the case of 
any other rule of that House. 
‘‘SEC. 204. APPLICABILITY. 

‘‘This title shall apply to a national emer-
gency pursuant to which the President pro-
poses to exercise emergency powers or au-
thorities made available under any provision 
of law that is not a provision of law de-
scribed in section 604(a).’’. 
SEC. 1098. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

Section 401 of the National Emergencies 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1641) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in the first sentence by inserting ‘‘, and 

make publicly available’’ after ‘‘transmit to 
Congress’’; and 

(B) in the second sentence by inserting ‘‘, 
and make publicly available,’’ before ‘‘a final 
report’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) REPORT ON EMERGENCIES.—The Presi-

dent shall transmit to the entities described 
in subsection (g), with any proclamation de-
claring a national emergency under section 
201(a) or any Executive order specifying 
emergency powers or authorities under sec-
tion 201(b)(2) or renewing a national emer-
gency under section 202(b), a report, in writ-
ing, that includes the following: 

‘‘(1) A description of the circumstances ne-
cessitating the declaration of a national 
emergency, the renewal of such an emer-
gency, or the use of a new emergency author-
ity specified in the Executive order, as the 
case may be. 

‘‘(2) The estimated duration of the national 
emergency, or a statement that the duration 
of the national emergency cannot reasonably 
be estimated at the time of transmission of 
the report. 

‘‘(3) A summary of the actions the Presi-
dent or other officers intend to take, includ-
ing any reprogramming or transfer of funds, 
and the statutory authorities the President 
and such officers expect to rely on in ad-
dressing the national emergency. 

‘‘(4) The total expenditures estimated to be 
incurred by the United States Government 
during such six-month period which are di-
rectly attributable to the exercise of powers 
and authorities conferred by such declara-
tion. 

‘‘(5) In the case of a renewal of a national 
emergency, a summary of the actions the 
President or other officers have taken in the 
preceding one-year period, including any re-
programming or transfer of funds, to address 
the emergency. 

‘‘(e) PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO CON-
GRESS.—The President shall provide to the 
entities described in subsection (g) such 
other information as such entities may re-
quest in connection with any national emer-
gency in effect under title II. 

‘‘(f) PERIODIC REPORTS ON STATUS OF EMER-
GENCIES.—If the President declares a na-
tional emergency under section 201(a), the 
President shall, not less frequently than 
every 6 months for the duration of the emer-
gency, report to the entities described in 
subsection (g) on the status of the emer-
gency, the total expenditures incurred by the 
United States Government, and the actions 
the President or other officers have taken 
and authorities the President and such offi-
cers have relied on in addressing the emer-
gency. 

‘‘(g) ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—The entities de-
scribed in this subsection are— 

‘‘(1) the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives; 

‘‘(2) minority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives; 

‘‘(3) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

‘‘(4) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate.’’. 
SEC. 1099. EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN NATIONAL 

EMERGENCIES INVOKING INTER-
NATIONAL EMERGENCY ECONOMIC 
POWERS ACT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) is further 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘TITLE VI—DECLARATIONS OF CERTAIN 

EMERGENCIES INVOKING INTER-
NATIONAL EMERGENCY ECONOMIC 
POWERS ACT 

‘‘SEC. 604. APPLICABILITY. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—This title shall apply to 

a national emergency pursuant to which the 
President proposes to exercise emergency 
powers or authorities made available under 
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). 
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‘‘(b) EFFECT OF ADDITIONAL POWERS AND 

AUTHORITIES.—This title shall not apply to a 
national emergency or the exercise of emer-
gency powers and authorities pursuant to 
the national emergency if, in addition to the 
exercise of emergency powers and authori-
ties described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent proposes to exercise, pursuant to the 
national emergency, any emergency powers 
and authorities under any other provision of 
law.’’. 

(b) TRANSFER.—Sections 201, 202, and 301 of 
the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), as such sections appeared on the day 
before the date of enactment of this Act, 
are— 

(1) transferred to title VI of such Act (as 
added by subsection (a)); 

(2) inserted before section 604 of such title 
(as added by subsection (a)); and 

(3) redesignated as sections 601, 602, and 
603, respectively. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Title II of 
the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), as such title appeared the day before 
the date of enactment of this Act, is amend-
ed by striking the heading for such title. 
SEC. 1099A. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 

(a) NATIONAL EMERGENCIES ACT.—Title III 
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1631) is repealed. 

(b) INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY ECONOMIC 
POWERS ACT.—Section 207(b) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1706) is amended by striking ‘‘con-
current resolution’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘joint resolution’’. 
SEC. 1099B. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—This subtitle and the 
amendments made by this subtitle shall— 

(1) take effect on the date of the enactment 
of this Act; and 

(2) except as provided in subsection (b), 
apply with respect to national emergencies 
declared under section 201 of the National 
Emergencies Act on or after such date. 

(b) APPLICABILITY TO RENEWALS OF EXIST-
ING EMERGENCIES.—With respect to a na-
tional emergency declared under section 201 
of the National Emergencies Act before the 
date of the enactment of this Act that would 
expire or be renewed under section 202(d) of 
that Act (as in effect on the day before such 
date of enactment), that national emergency 
shall be subject to the requirements for re-
newal under section 202(b) of that Act, as 
amended by section 1097. 

(c) SUPERSESSION.—This subtitle and the 
amendments made by this subtitle shall su-
persede title II of the National Emergencies 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1621 et seq.) as such title was 
in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

SA 2946. Mr. TUBERVILLE (for Mr. 
LEE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by Mr. 
Tuberville to the bill S. 4638, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2025 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1239. ANNUAL REPORT ON ALLIED CON-

TRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMON DE-
FENSE. 

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that section 
1003 of the Department of Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, 1985 (Public Law 98–525; 63 Stat. 
2241)— 

(1) expresses the sense of Congress that, 
due to threats that are ever-changing, Con-
gress must be informed with respect to allied 
contributions to the common defense to 
properly assess the readiness of the United 
States and the countries described in sub-
section (c)(2) for threats; and 

(2) requires the Secretary of Defense to 
submit to Congress an annual report on the 
contributions of allies to the common de-
fense. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the threats facing the United States— 
(A) extend beyond the global war on terror; 

and 
(B) include near-peer threats; and 
(2) the President should seek from each 

country described in subsection (c)(2) accept-
ance of international security responsibil-
ities and agreements to make contributions 
to the common defense in accordance with 
the collective defense agreements or treaties 
to which such country is a party. 

(c) ANNUAL REPORT ON ALLIED CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO THE COMMON DEFENSE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1 
each year, the Secretary of Defense, in co-
ordination with the heads of other Federal 
agencies, as the Secretary determines to be 
necessary, shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report containing 
a description of— 

(A) the annual defense spending by each 
country described in paragraph (2), including 
available data on nominal budget figures and 
defense spending as a percentage of the gross 
domestic products of each such country for 
the fiscal year immediately preceding the 
fiscal year in which the report is submitted; 

(B) the activities of each such country to 
contribute to military or stability oper-
ations in which the Armed Forces of the 
United States are a participant or may be 
called upon in accordance with a cooperative 
defense agreement to which the United 
States is a party; 

(C) any limitations placed by any such 
country on the use of such contributions; 
and 

(D) any actions undertaken by the United 
States or by other countries to minimize 
such limitations. 

(2) COUNTRIES DESCRIBED.—The countries 
described in this paragraph are the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Each member country of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. 

(B) Each member country of the Gulf Co-
operation Council. 

(C) Each country party to the Inter-Amer-
ican Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio 
Treaty), done at Rio de Janeiro September 2, 
1947, and entered into force December 3, 1948 
(TIAS 1838). 

(D) Australia. 
(E) Japan. 
(F) New Zealand. 
(G) The Philippines. 
(H) South Korea. 
(I) Thailand. 
(3) FORM.—Each report under paragraph (1) 

shall be submitted in unclassified form, but 
may contain a classified annex. 

(4) AVAILABILITY.—A report submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall be made available 
on request to any Member of Congress. 

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 
and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives. 

SA 2947. Mr. MULLIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. ll. USE OF OPERATIONS AND MAINTE-

NANCE FUNDS FOR PROCUREMENT 
OF SOFTWARE AS A SERVICE AND 
DATA AS A SERVICE. 

(a) AUTHORITY TO USE CERTAIN FUNDS.— 
Amounts authorized to be appropriated for 
fiscal year 2025 by section 301 for operation 
and maintenance may be used to procure 
software as a service and data as a service 
and modify software to include artificial in-
telligence systems to meet the operational 
needs of the Department of Defense. 

(b) REVISED REGULATIONS.—The Secretary 
of Defense shall revise or develop regulations 
as necessary to carry out subsection (a). 
Such regulations shall include provisions 
governing the procurement and modification 
of software, data, and artificial intelligence 
systems, and the oversight of such activities. 

(c) SUNSET.—The authority provided by 
subsection (a) shall terminate on September 
30, 2026. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘artificial intelligence sys-

tem’’ means a system that is capable of per-
forming tasks that normally require human- 
like cognition, including learning, decision-
making, and problem-solving. 

(2) The term ‘‘data as a service’’ means a 
data delivery model in which data is pro-
vided on a subscription basis and is accessed 
remotely over the internet. 

(3) The term ‘‘software’’ has the meaning 
given the term in the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation, including noncommercial, com-
mercial, and commercial-off-the-shelf soft-
ware. 

(4) The term ‘‘software as a service’’ means 
a software delivery model in which software 
is provided on a subscription basis and is 
accessed remotely over the internet. 

SA 2948. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself 
and Ms. HIRONO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. RED HILL HEALTH REGISTRY. 

(a) REGISTRY FOR IMPACTED INDIVIDUALS OF 
THE RED HILL INCIDENT.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF REGISTRY.—The Sec-
retary of Defense, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
shall establish within the Department of De-
fense or through an award of a grant or con-
tract, as the Secretary determines appro-
priate, a Red Hill Incident exposure registry 
to collect data on health implications of pe-
troleum-contaminated water for impacted 
individuals and potentially impacted individ-
uals on a voluntary basis. 

(2) CONTRACTS.—The Secretary of Defense 
may contract with independent research in-
stitutes or consultants, nonprofit or public 
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entities, laboratories, or medical schools, as 
the Secretary considers appropriate, that are 
not part of the Federal Government to assist 
with the registry established under para-
graph (1). 

(3) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall con-
sult with non-Federal experts, including in-
dividuals with certification in epidemiology, 
toxicology, mental health, pediatrics, and 
environmental health, and members of the 
impacted community. 

(b) USE OF EXISTING FUNDS.—The Secretary 
of Defense shall carry out activities under 
this section using amounts previously appro-
priated for the Defense Health Agency for 
such activities. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) IMPACTED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘im-

pacted individual’’ means an individual who, 
at the time of the Red Hill Incident, lived or 
worked in a building or residence served by 
the community water system at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Oahu, Hawaii. 

(2) POTENTIALLY IMPACTED INDIVIDUAL.— 
The term ‘‘potentially impacted individual’’ 
means an individual who, after the Red Hill 
Incident, lived or worked in a building or 
residence served by the community water 
system at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Oahu, Hawaii, including an individual who is 
not a beneficiary of the military health sys-
tem. 

(3) RED HILL INCIDENT.—The term ‘‘Red Hill 
Incident’’ means the release of fuel from the 
Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility, Oahu, 
Hawaii, into the sole-source basal aquifer lo-
cated 100 feet below the facility, contami-
nating the community water system at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on November 20, 
2021. 

SA 2949. Mr. REED submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XI, add the following: 
SEC. 1115. EXTENSION OF DEMONSTRATION 

PROJECT ON ACQUISITION PER-
SONNEL MANAGEMENT. 

Section 1762(g) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘2026’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2031’’. 

SA 2950. Mr. REED submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 891. REVISION OF EXECUTIVE AGENCY 

WAIVER AUTHORITY FOR CERTAIN 
PURCHASES. 

Section 889 of the John S. McCain National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2019 (Public Law 115–232; 41 U.S.C. 3901 note 
prec.) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘; or’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) prohibit the Secretary of Defense from 
procuring with an entity to provide vital 
supplies, equipment, services, food, clothing, 
transportation, care, or support for U.S. 
forces outside of the United States.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may provide a waiver with 
respect to the prohibition under subsection 
(a)(1)(B) on a date later than the effective 
dates described in subsection (c) if the Sec-
retary determines the waiver is in the na-
tional security interests of the United 
States. The waiver shall not take effect until 
15 days after the Secretary provides to the 
appropriate congressional defense commit-
tees written notification of intent to exer-
cise the waiver.’’. 

SA 2951. Mr. MURPHY (for himself 
and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. SERVICES AND USE OF FUNDS FOR, 

AND LEASING OF, THE NATIONAL 
COAST GUARD MUSEUM. 

Section 316 of title 14, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘The Sec-

retary’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the Secretary’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘on the 
engineering and design of a Museum.’’ and 
inserting ‘‘on—’’ 

‘‘(A) the design of the Museum; and 
‘‘(B) engineering, construction administra-

tion, and quality assurance services for the 
Museum.’’; 

(2) in subsection (e), by amending para-
graph (2)(A) to read as follows: 

‘‘(2)(A) for the purpose of conducting Coast 
Guard operations, lease from the Associa-
tion— 

‘‘(i) the Museum; and 
‘‘(ii) any property owned by the Associa-

tion that is adjacent to the railroad tracks 
that are adjacent to the property on which 
the Museum is located; and’’; and 

(3) by amending subsection (g) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(g) SERVICES.—With respect to the serv-
ices related to the construction, mainte-
nance, and operation of the Museum, the 
Commandant may— 

‘‘(1) solicit and accept services from non-
profit entities, including the Association; 
and 

‘‘(2) enter into contracts or memoranda of 
agreement with the Association to acquire 
such services.’’. 

SA 2952. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert 
the following: 

SEC. 7lll. PREVENTING PERINATAL MENTAL 
HEALTH CONDITIONS AMONGST 
PREGNANT AND POSTPARTUM SERV-
ICEWOMEN AND DEPENDENTS TO 
IMPROVE MILITARY READINESS. 

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary, acting through the Di-
rector of the Defense Health Agency, shall 
establish a pilot program to assess the feasi-
bility and impact of providing evidence- 
based perinatal mental health prevention 
programs for eligible members and depend-
ents within military treatment facilities 
with the goal of reducing the rates of 
perinatal mental health conditions and im-
proving the military readiness of members of 
the Armed Forces and their families. 

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing the 
pilot program, the Secretary shall— 

(A) integrate evidence-based perinatal 
mental health prevention programs for eligi-
ble members and dependents within existing 
maternal or pediatric care or programming, 
including primary care, obstetric care, pedi-
atric care, and family and parenting pro-
grams, when applicable; 

(B) select sites for the pilot program— 
(i) in a manner that represents the diver-

sity of the Armed Forces, including— 
(I) not fewer than 2 military treatment fa-

cilities for each military department; and 
(II) geographically diverse sites across the 

United States, excluding any territory or 
possession of the United States; and 

(ii) by prioritizing of military treatment 
facilities with established maternal health 
programs or women’s clinics; 

(C) implement the prevention programs at 
times, locations, and in a manner that 
incentivizes participation by eligible mem-
bers and dependents, including by removing 
barriers to participation, such as childcare 
availability, differences in military rank and 
occupation, and any other factors as the Sec-
retary shall determine; and 

(D) increase awareness of and encourage 
participation in care and programming for 
eligible members and dependents. 

(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall establish an advisory 
committee to assist the Secretary in imple-
menting the pilot program pursuant to sub-
section (a)(2). 

(2) COMPOSITION.—Members of the advisory 
committee shall— 

(A) be appointed by the Secretary; and 
(B) include— 
(i) members of the Armed Forces and de-

pendents, including individuals who— 
(I) are or have experienced perinatal care 

in the previous five years while in the Armed 
Forces; 

(II) represent various military departments 
and ranks; and 

(III) experienced a perinatal mental health 
condition. 

(ii) individuals with experience at military 
and veteran service organizations; 

(iii) experts in perinatal mental health 
promotion, prevention, and intervention; and 

(iv) representatives from the Federal Ma-
ternal Mental Health Hotline and related 
perinatal mental health programs. 

(3) DUTIES.—In implementing the pilot pro-
gram pursuant to subsection (a)(2), the advi-
sory committee shall provide recommenda-
tions to the Secretary with respect to the 
following: 

(A) Identification of evidence-based 
perinatal prevention programs. 
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(B) Strategies to increase diversity in par-

ticipation of eligible members and depend-
ents. 

(C) Outreach to eligible members and de-
pendents on the benefits of prevention and 
the availability of pilot program participa-
tion. 

(D) Strategies to reduce stigma with re-
spect to perinatal mental health conditions 
and the use of prevention programs. 

(4) TERMINATION.—Section 1013 of title 5, 
United States Code, shall not apply to the 
advisory committee. 

(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary 
shall provide technical assistance to mili-
tary treatment facilities in implementing 
evidence-based perinatal prevention pro-
grams pursuant to subsection (a) and outside 
of the pilot program. 

(d) STUDY.—Not later than June 30, 2029, 
the Secretary shall conduct a study of the ef-
fectiveness of the pilot program in pre-
venting or reducing the onset of symptoms 
of perinatal mental health conditions for eli-
gible and dependents. 

(e) REPORTS.— 
(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary 
shall submit to the congressional defense 
committees a report on the progress of the 
pilot program during the previous calendar 
year, including the number of eligible mem-
bers and dependents completing a prevention 
program, disaggregated by type of preven-
tion program, military component, military 
occupation, rank, marital status, location 
and setting of delivery, sex, age, race, and 
ethnicity. 

(2) FINAL REPORT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the termination of the pilot program 
under subsection (g), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the congressional defense committees 
a final report, which shall include— 

(i) the progress of the pilot program during 
the life of the pilot program; 

(ii) the number of eligible members and de-
pendents who completed a prevention pro-
gram during the life of the pilot program, 
disaggregated by type of prevention pro-
gram, military component, military occupa-
tion, rank, marital status, location and set-
ting of delivery, sex, age, race, and ethnicity; 

(iii) an assessment and findings with re-
spect to the study required by subsection (e); 

(iv) recommendations on whether the pilot 
program should be continued or more widely 
adopted by the Department of Defense; and 

(v) recommendations on how to scale the 
pilot program and ensure cost-effective sus-
tainability. 

(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The final report 
shall be made publicly available on a website 
of the Department of Defense. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2025 through 2029. 

(g) SUNSET.—The pilot program shall ter-
minate on December 31, 2029. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DEPENDENT.—The term ‘‘dependent’’ has 

the meaning given that term in section 1072 
of title 10, United States Code. 

(2) ELIGIBLE MEMBER.—The term ‘‘eligible 
member’’ means a member of the Armed 
Forces who— 

(A) is pregnant; or 
(B) is not more than 1 year postpartum. 
(3) PERINATAL MENTAL HEALTH CONDITION.— 

The term ‘‘perinatal mental health condi-
tion’’ means a mental health disorder that 
onsets during the pregnancy or within the 
one-year postpartum period. 

(4) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’’ means the pilot program established 
under section 2(a). 

(5) PREVENTION PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pre-
vention program’’ means a program or activ-
ity that averts or decreases the onset or 
symptoms of a perinatal mental health con-
dition. 

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Defense. 

SA 2953. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1239. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR BELARUS. 

Section 6406(d) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public 
Law 118–31; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by inserting ‘‘may, as appropriate’’ before 
the em dash; 

(2) by striking ‘‘shall’’ each place such 
term appears; and 

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘may’’. 

SA 2954. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 855. CLARIFYING THE STATUTORY DEFINI-

TION OF ‘‘DISTRESSED AREA’’ FOR 
THE PROCUREMENT TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENT PROGRAM. 

Section 4915(2) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amending by striking subparagraph 
(B) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(B) a tribe, reservation, economic enter-
prise, or organization as defined in section 
3(c), (d), (e) and (f) of the Indian Financing 
Act of 1974 (Public Law 93–262, 25 U.S.C. 
1452(c), (d), (e) and (f)).’’. 

SA 2955. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself 
and Ms. HASSAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. SHARING OF INFORMATION WITH RE-

SPECT TO SUSPECTED VIOLATIONS 
OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
RIGHTS. 

Section 628A of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 
U.S.C. 1628a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘suspects’’ and inserting ‘‘has a 
reasonable suspicion’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, packing materials, ship-

ping containers,’’ after ‘‘its packaging’’ each 
place it appears; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 
semicolon; 

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) may provide to the person nonpublic 

information about the merchandise that 
was— 

‘‘(A) generated by an online marketplace 
or other similar market platform, an express 
consignment operator, a freight forwarder, 
or any other entity that plays a role in the 
sale or importation of merchandise into the 
United States or the facilitation of such sale 
or importation; and 

‘‘(B) provided to, shared with, or obtained 
by, U.S. Customs and Border Protection.’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) any other party with an interest in the 

merchandise, as determined appropriate by 
the Commissioner.’’. 

SA 2956. Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. COONS, and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. IMPROVING MULTILATERAL COOPERA-

TION TO IMPROVE THE SECURITY 
OF TAIWAN. 

(a) SHORT TITLES.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Building Options for the Last-
ing Security of Taiwan through European 
Resolve Act’’ or the ‘‘BOLSTER Act’’. 

(b) CONSULTATIONS WITH EUROPEAN GOV-
ERNMENTS REGARDING SANCTIONS AGAINST 
THE PRC UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of the Office of 
Sanctions Coordination at the Department 
of State, in consultation with the Director of 
the Office of Foreign Assets Control at the 
Department of the Treasury, shall engage in 
regular consultations with the International 
Special Envoy for the Implementation of Eu-
ropean Union Sanctions and appropriate gov-
ernment officials of European countries, in-
cluding the United Kingdom, to develop co-
ordinated plans and share information on 
independent plans to impose sanctions and 
other economic measures against the PRC, 
as appropriate, if the PRC is found to be in-
volved in— 

(A) overthrowing or dismantling the gov-
erning institutions in Taiwan, including en-
gaging in disinformation campaigns in Tai-
wan that promote the strategic interests of 
the PRC; 

(B) occupying any territory controlled or 
administered by Taiwan as of the date of the 
enactment of this Act; 

(C) violating the territorial integrity of 
Taiwan; 

(D) taking significant action against Tai-
wan, including— 

(i) creating a naval blockade or other quar-
antine of Taiwan; 
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(ii) seizing the outer lying islands of Tai-

wan; or 
(iii) initiating a cyberattack that threat-

ens civilian or military infrastructure in 
Taiwan; or 

(E) providing assistance that helps the se-
curity forces of the Russian Federation in 
executing Russia’s unprovoked, illegal war 
against Ukraine. 

(2) SEMIANNUAL CONGRESSIONAL BRIEF-
INGS.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, and semiannu-
ally thereafter for the following 5 years, the 
head of the Office of Sanctions Coordination 
shall provide a briefing regarding the 
progress of the consultations required under 
paragraph (1) to— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Financial Services 
of the House of Representatives. 

(c) COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN SUP-
PORT IN A TAIWAN CONTINGENCY.— 

(1) PLAN.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agency for 
International Development (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Administrator’’), in co-
ordination with the Secretary of State, shall 
develop a plan to deliver humanitarian aid to 
Taiwan in the event of a blockade, quar-
antine, or military invasion of Taiwan by 
the People’s Liberation Army (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘PLA’’). 

(2) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—In devel-
oping the plan required under paragraph (1), 
the Administrator shall consult with the Eu-
ropean Commission’s Emergency Response 
Coordination Centre and appropriate govern-
ment officials of European countries regard-
ing cooperation to provide aid to Indo-Pa-
cific countries as the result of a blockade, 
quarantine, or military invasion of Taiwan 
by the PLA, including the extent to which 
European countries could backfill United 
States humanitarian aid to other parts of 
the world. 

(3) CONGRESSIONAL ENGAGEMENT.—Upon 
completion of the plan required under para-
graph (1), the Administrator shall provide a 
briefing regarding the details of such plan 
and the consultations required under para-
graph (2) to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(d) REPORT ON THE ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF 
PRC MILITARY ACTION AGAINST TAIWAN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
President shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives that contains an 
independent assessment of the expected eco-
nomic impact of— 

(A) a 30-day blockade or quarantine of Tai-
wan by the PLA; and 

(B) a 180-day blockade or quarantine of 
Taiwan by the PLA. 

(2) ASSESSMENT ELEMENTS.—The assess-
ment required under paragraph (1) shall con-
tain a description of— 

(A) the impact of the blockade or quar-
antine of Taiwan on global trade and output; 

(B) the 10 economic sectors that would be 
most disrupted by a sustained blockade of 
Taiwan by the PLA; and 

(C) the expected economic impact of a sus-
tained blockade of Taiwan by the PLA on 
the domestic economies of European coun-
tries that are members of NATO or the Euro-
pean Union. 

(3) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The assessment required 
under paragraph (1) shall be conducted by a 
federally-funded research and development 
center or another appropriate independent 
entity with expertise in economic analysis. 

(B) USE OF DATA FROM PREVIOUS STUDIES.— 
The entity conducting the assessment re-
quired under paragraph (1) may use and in-
corporate information contained in previous 
studies on matters relevant to the elements 
of the assessment. 

(e) CONSULTATIONS WITH THE EUROPEAN 
UNION AND EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS REGARD-
ING INCREASING POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RE-
LATIONS WITH TAIWAN.— 

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) the United States, Europe, and Taiwan 
are like-minded partners that— 

(i) share common values, such as democ-
racy, the rule of law and human rights; and 

(ii) enjoy a close trade and economic part-
nership; 

(B) bolstering political, economic, and peo-
ple-to-people relations with Taiwan would 
benefit the European Union, individual Euro-
pean countries, and the United States; 

(C) the European Union can play an impor-
tant role in helping Taiwan resist the eco-
nomic coercion of the PRC by negotiating 
with Taiwan regarding new economic, com-
mercial, and investment agreements; 

(D) the United States and European coun-
tries should coordinate and increase diplo-
matic efforts to facilitate Taiwan’s meaning-
ful participation in international organiza-
tions; 

(E) the United States and European coun-
tries should— 

(i) publicly and repeatedly emphasize the 
differences between their respective ‘‘One 
China’’ policies and the PRC’s ‘‘One China’’ 
principle; and 

(ii) counter the PRC’s propaganda and false 
narratives about United Nations General As-
sembly Resolution 2758 (XXVI), which claim 
the resolution recognizes PRC territorial 
claims to Taiwan; and 

(F) Taiwan’s inclusion in the U.S.-EU 
Trade and Technology Council’s Secure Sup-
ply Chain working group would bring valu-
able expertise and enhance transatlantic co-
operation in the semiconductor sector. 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, and semiannually thereafter for 
the following 5 years, the Secretary of State 
shall provide a briefing to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives regarding the Department 
of State’s engagements with the European 
Union and the governments of European 
countries to increase political and economic 
relations with Taiwan, including— 

(A) public statements of support for Tai-
wan’s democracy and its meaningful partici-
pation in international organizations; 

(B) unofficial diplomatic visits to and from 
Taiwan by high-ranking government offi-
cials and parliamentarians; 

(C) the establishment of parliamentary 
caucuses or groups that promote strong rela-
tions with Taiwan; 

(D) strengthening subnational diplomacy, 
including diplomatic and trade-related visits 
to and from Taiwan by local government of-
ficials; 

(E) strengthening coordination between 
United States and European business cham-
bers, universities, think tanks, and other 
civil society groups with similar groups in 
Taiwan; 

(F) establishing new representative, eco-
nomic, or cultural offices in a European 
country or in Taiwan; 

(G) promoting direct flights to and from 
Taiwan; 

(H) facilitating visits by religious leaders 
to Taiwan; and 

(I) increasing economic engagement and 
trade relations. 

(f) CONSULTATIONS WITH EUROPEAN GOVERN-
MENTS ON SUPPORTING TAIWAN’S SELF-DE-
FENSE.— 

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) preserving peace and security in the 
Taiwan Strait is a shared interest of the 
United States and Europe; 

(B) European countries, particularly coun-
tries with experience combating Russian ag-
gression and malign activities, can provide 
Taiwan with lessons learned from their 
‘‘total defense’’ programs to mobilize the 
military and civilians in a time of crisis; 

(C) the United States and Europe should 
increase coordination to strengthen Tai-
wan’s cybersecurity, especially for critical 
infrastructure and network defense oper-
ations; 

(D) the United States and Europe should 
work with Taiwan— 

(i) to improve its energy resiliency; 
(ii) to strengthen its food security; 
(iii) to combat misinformation, 

disinformation, digital authoritarianism, 
and foreign interference; and 

(iv) to provide expertise on how to improve 
defense infrastructure; 

(E) European naval powers, in coordination 
with the United States, should increase free-
dom of navigation transits through the Tai-
wan Strait; and 

(F) European naval powers, the United 
States, and Taiwan should establish ex-
changes and partnerships among their coast 
guards to counter coercion by the PRC. 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, and semiannually thereafter for 
the following 5 years the Secretary of State, 
in consultation with the Secretary of De-
fense, shall provide a briefing to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 
the Committee on Armed Services of the 
Senate, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of 
Representatives regarding discussions with 
governments of European NATO countries 
about contributions to Taiwan’s self-defense 
through— 

(A) public statements of support for Tai-
wan’s security; 

(B) arms transfers or arms sales, particu-
larly of weapons consistent with an asym-
metric defense strategy; 

(C) transfers or sales of dual-use items and 
technology; 

(D) transfers or sales of critical non-
military supplies, such as food and medicine; 

(E) increasing the military presence of 
such countries in the Indo-Pacific region; 

(F) joint training and military exercises; 
(G) enhancing Taiwan’s critical infrastruc-

ture resiliency, including communication 
and digital infrastructure; 

(H) coordination to counter 
disinformation; 

(I) coordination to counter offensive cyber 
operations; and 

(J) any other matter deemed important by 
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of 
Defense. 

(g) EXPEDITED LICENSING FOR EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES TRANSFERRING MILITARY EQUIP-
MENT TO TAIWAN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall establish an ex-
pedited decision-making process for blanket 
third party transfers of defense articles and 
services from NATO countries to Taiwan, in-
cluding transfers and re-transfers of United 
States origin grant, Foreign Military Sales, 
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and Direct Commercial Sales end-items not 
covered by an exemption under the Inter-
national Traffic in Arms Regulations under 
subchapter M of chapter I of title 22, Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

(2) AVAILABILITY.—The expedited decision- 
making process described in paragraph (1)— 

(A) shall be available for classified and un-
classified items; and 

(B) shall, to the extent practicable— 
(i) require the approval, return, or denial 

of any licensing application to export de-
fense articles and services that is related to 
a government-to-government agreement 
within 15 days after the submission of such 
application; and 

(ii) require the completion of the review of 
all other licensing requests not later than 30 
days after the submission of such applica-
tion. 

SA 2957. Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BUDD, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. 
FISCHER, and Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. ENHANCED CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFI-

CATION REGARDING SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENTS WITH 
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
of State may not enter into, renew, or ex-
tend any science and technology agreement 
with the People’s Republic of China until— 

(1) the Secretary submits to the appro-
priate congressional committees a notifica-
tion containing each of the matters de-
scribed in subsection (b); and 

(2) a period of not less than 30 days has 
elapsed following such submission. 

(b) MATTERS DESCRIBED.—The matters de-
scribed in this subsection are, with respect 
to the science and technology agreement for 
which the notification is submitted, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The full text of such agreement. 
(2) A defined scope of the areas of research 

or collaboration that such agreement would 
encompass or to which such agreement 
would apply. 

(3) A communications plan to inform and 
engage key interagency stakeholders regard-
ing the specific parameters and scope of such 
agreement. 

(4) A detailed justification for such agree-
ment, including an explanation of why enter-
ing into, renewing, or extending such agree-
ment, as applicable, is in the national secu-
rity interests of the United States. 

(5) An assessment of the risks and poten-
tial effects of such agreement, including any 
potential for the transfer under such agree-
ment of technology or intellectual property 
capable of harming the national security in-
terests of the United States. 

(6) A detailed explanation of how the Sec-
retary of State intends to incorporate 
human rights and national security protec-
tions in any scientific and technology col-
laboration conducted under such agreement. 

(7) An assessment of how the Secretary of 
State will prescribe terms for, and continu-
ously monitor, the commitments made by 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China or any entity of the People’s Republic 
of China under such agreement. 

(8) Such other information relating to such 
agreement as the Secretary of State may de-
termine appropriate. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The requirements under 

this section shall apply with respect to 
science and technology agreements entered 
into, renewed, or extended on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) EXISTING AGREEMENTS.—Any science 
and technology agreement between the Sec-
retary of State and the People’s Republic of 
China in effect as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act shall be revoked on the date 
that is 60 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act unless, not later than such 
date, the Secretary of State submits to the 
appropriate congressional committees a no-
tification of such agreement containing each 
of the matters described in subsection (b). 

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter for the following 5 
years, the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the heads of other appropriate Fed-
eral departments and agencies, shall submit 
a report to the appropriate congressional 
committees that describes— 

(A) the implementation of each science and 
technology agreement with the People’s Re-
public of China, including implementing ar-
rangements, entered into pursuant to the no-
tification requirements under subsection (a); 
and 

(B) all activities conducted under each 
such agreement. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) an accounting of all joint projects and 
initiatives conducted under the CST Agree-
ment and its implementing arrangements 
since the previous report (or, in the case of 
the first report, since the date on which the 
CST Agreement was signed), including the 
name of each project, agreement, or imple-
menting arrangement; 

(B) an evaluation of the benefits of the 
CST Agreement to the United States econ-
omy, scientific leadership, innovation capac-
ity, and industrial base of the United States; 

(C) an estimate of the costs to the United 
States to administer the CST Agreement 
during the period covered by the report; 

(D) an evaluation of the benefits of the 
CST Agreement to the economy, to the mili-
tary, and to the industrial base of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; 

(E) an assessment of how the CST Agree-
ment has influenced the foreign and domes-
tic policies and scientific capabilities of the 
People’s Republic of China; 

(F) an assessment of the number of visas 
granted to academics and researchers from 
the People’s Republic of China pursuant to 
any CST agreement; 

(G) the number of nationals from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China who are permitted to 
work in Department of Energy National Lab-
oratories or other sensitive United States 
government research facilities and a descrip-
tion of which facilities were visited under 
the auspices of the CST Agreement or any 
other science and technology agreement; 

(H) any plans of the Secretary of State for 
improving the monitoring of the activities 
and the People’s Republic of China’s com-
mitments established under the CST Agree-
ment; and 

(I) an assessment of any potential risks 
posed by ongoing science cooperation with 
the People’s Republic of China. 

(3) FORM.—Each report required under 
paragraph (1) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form and may include a classified annex. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) CST AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘CST 
Agreement’’ means Agreement between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China on Cooperation in Science and 
Technology, signed in Washington January 
31, 1979, its protocols, and any subagreements 
entered into pursuant to such Agreement on 
or before the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(3) IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENT.—The 
term ‘‘implementing arrangement’’, with re-
spect to the CST Agreement or any other 
science and technology agreement, includes 
any subagreement or subarrangement en-
tered into under the CST Agreement or other 
science and technology agreement between— 

(A) any entity of the United States Gov-
ernment; and 

(B) any governmental entity of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including state- 
owned research institutions. 

(4) SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT.— 
The term ‘‘science and technology agree-
ment’’ means any treaty, memorandum of 
understanding, or other contract or agree-
ment between the United States and 1 or 
more foreign countries for the purpose of col-
laborating on or otherwise engaging in joint 
activities relating to scientific research, 
technological development, or the sharing of 
scientific or technical knowledge or re-
sources between such countries. 

SA 2958. Mr. SCOTT of Florida sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 10ll. SECURING THE BULK-POWER SYS-

TEM. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) BULK-POWER SYSTEM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘bulk-power 

system’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 215(a) of the Federal Power Act (16 
U.S.C. 824o(a)). 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘bulk-power sys-
tem’’ includes transmission lines rated at 
69,000 volts (69 kV) or higher. 

(2) COVERED EQUIPMENT.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered equipment’’ means items used in bulk- 
power system substations, control rooms, or 
power generating stations, including— 

(A)(i) power transformers with a low-side 
voltage rating of 69,000 volts (69 kV) or high-
er; and 

(ii) associated control and protection sys-
tems, such as load tap changers, cooling sys-
tems, and sudden pressure relays; 

(B)(i) generator step-up (GSU) trans-
formers with a high-side voltage rating of 
69,000 volts (69 kV) or higher; and 

(ii) associated control and protection sys-
tems, such as load tap changers, cooling sys-
tems, and sudden pressure relays; 

(C) circuit breakers operating at 69,000 
volts (69 kV) or higher; 

(D) reactive power equipment rated at 
69,000 volts (69 kV) or higher; and 
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(E) microprocessing software and firmware 

that— 
(i) is installed in any equipment described 

in subparagraphs (A) through (D); or 
(ii) is used in the operation of any of the 

items described in those subparagraphs. 
(3) CRITICAL DEFENSE FACILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘critical de-

fense facility’’ means a facility that— 
(i) is critical to the defense of the United 

States; and 
(ii) is vulnerable to a disruption of the sup-

ply of electric energy provided to that facil-
ity by an external provider. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘critical defense 
facility’’ includes a facility designated as a 
critical defense facility by the Secretary of 
Energy under section 215A(c) of the Federal 
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 824o–1(c)). 

(4) CRITICAL ELECTRIC INFRASTRUCTURE.— 
The term ‘‘critical electric infrastructure’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
215A(a) of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 
824o–1(a)). 

(5) DEFENSE CRITICAL ELECTRIC INFRASTRUC-
TURE.—The term ‘‘defense critical electric 
infrastructure’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 215A(a) of the Federal Power 
Act (16 U.S.C. 824o–1(a)). 

(6) ENTITY.—The term ‘‘entity’’ means a 
partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other 
organization. 

(7) FOREIGN ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘for-
eign adversary’’ means any foreign govern-
ment or foreign nongovernment person en-
gaged in a long-term pattern or serious in-
stances of conduct significantly adverse to— 

(A) the national security of— 
(i) the United States; or 
(ii) allies of the United States; or 
(B) the security and safety of United 

States persons. 
(8) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an 

individual or entity. 
(9) PROCUREMENT.—The term ‘‘procure-

ment’’ means the process of acquiring, 
through purchase, by contract and through 
the use of appropriated funds, supplies or 
services, including installation services, by 
and for the use of the Federal Government. 

(10) TRANSACTION.—The term ‘‘trans-
action’’ means the acquisition, importation, 
transfer, or installation of any bulk-power 
system electric equipment by any person, or 
with respect to any property, subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States. 

(11) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) an individual who is— 
(i) a citizen of the United States; or 
(ii) an alien lawfully admitted for perma-

nent residence in the United States; 
(B) an entity organized under the laws of 

the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States, including a foreign branch 
of such an entity; and 

(C) any person in the United States. 
(b) PROHIBITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, no person that is 
the owner or operator of defense critical 
electric infrastructure may engage in any 
transaction relating to that defense critical 
electric infrastructure that involves any cov-
ered equipment in which a foreign adversary 
has an ownership or any other interest, in-
cluding through an interest in a contract for 
the provision of the covered equipment, over 
which a foreign adversary has control, or 
with respect to which a foreign adversary ex-
ercises influence, including any transaction 
that— 

(A) is initiated after the date of enactment 
of this Act; and 

(B) the Secretary of Energy, in coordina-
tion with the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and in consultation 

with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, and the heads of other 
appropriate Federal agencies, as determined 
by the Secretary of Energy, determines— 

(i) involves covered equipment designed, 
developed, manufactured, or supplied by per-
sons owned by, controlled by, or subject to 
the jurisdiction or direction of a foreign ad-
versary; and 

(ii) poses an undue risk of catastrophic ef-
fects on the security or resiliency of defense 
critical electric infrastructure in the United 
States. 

(2) MITIGATION MEASURES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy, 

in consultation with the heads of other Fed-
eral agencies, as appropriate, may— 

(i) in accordance with subparagraph (B), 
approve a transaction or class of trans-
actions prohibited under paragraph (1); and 

(ii) design or negotiate measures to miti-
gate any concerns identified in making de-
terminations under paragraph (1)(B) with re-
spect to that transaction or class of trans-
actions. 

(B) PRECONDITION TO APPROVAL OF OTHER-
WISE PROHIBITED TRANSACTION.—The Sec-
retary of Energy shall implement the meas-
ures described in subparagraph (A)(ii) before 
approving a transaction or class of trans-
actions that would otherwise be prohibited 
under paragraph (1). 

(3) APPLICATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The prohibition described 

in paragraph (1) shall apply to a transaction 
described in that paragraph regardless of 
whether— 

(i) a contract has been entered into with 
respect to that transaction before the date of 
enactment of this Act; or 

(ii) a license or permit has been issued or 
granted with respect to that transaction be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act. 

(B) CONTRARY LAW.—The prohibition de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall apply to each 
transaction described in that paragraph only 
to the extent not otherwise provided by— 

(i) another statute; or 
(ii) a regulation, order, directive, or license 

issued pursuant to this section. 
(4) PREQUALIFICATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy, 

in consultation with the heads of other Fed-
eral agencies, as appropriate, may— 

(i) establish and publish criteria for recog-
nizing particular covered equipment and par-
ticular vendors in the market for covered 
equipment as prequalified for future trans-
actions; and 

(ii) apply those criteria to establish and 
publish, and update, as necessary, a list of 
prequalified equipment and vendors. 

(B) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
paragraph limits the authority of the Sec-
retary of Energy under this subsection to 
prohibit or otherwise regulate any trans-
action involving prequalified equipment or 
vendors. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION BY THE SECRETARY OF 

ENERGY.—The Secretary of Energy shall take 
such actions as the Secretary determines to 
be necessary to implement this section, in-
cluding— 

(A) directing the timing and manner of the 
cessation of pending and future transactions 
prohibited under subsection (b)(1); 

(B) adopting appropriate rules and regula-
tions; and 

(C) exercising any applicable power grant-
ed to the President by the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) and delegated to the Secretary. 

(2) REQUIRED RULEMAKING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 150 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Energy, in consultation with 

the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the Director of National 
Intelligence, and the heads of other appro-
priate Federal agencies, as determined by 
the Secretary of Energy, shall issue rules or 
regulations to implement this section. 

(B) AUTHORITY.—A rule or regulation 
issued under subparagraph (A) may— 

(i) determine that particular countries or 
persons are foreign adversaries exclusively 
for the purposes of this section; 

(ii) identify persons owned by, controlled 
by, or subject to the jurisdiction or direction 
of, foreign adversaries exclusively for the 
purposes of this section; 

(iii) identify particular equipment or coun-
tries with respect to which transactions in-
volving covered equipment warrant par-
ticular scrutiny under this section; and 

(iv) identify a mechanism and relevant fac-
tors for the negotiation of agreements to 
mitigate concerns identified in making de-
terminations under subsection (b)(1)(B). 

(3) IDENTIFICATION OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT.— 
As soon as practicable after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of En-
ergy, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense, the Secretary of the Interior, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, the Board of Di-
rectors of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
and the heads of other appropriate Federal 
agencies, as determined by the Secretary of 
Energy, shall— 

(A) identify existing covered equipment 
that— 

(i) is designed, developed, manufactured, or 
supplied by persons owned by, controlled by, 
or subject to the jurisdiction or direction of 
a foreign adversary; and 

(ii) poses an undue risk of catastrophic ef-
fects on the security or resiliency of critical 
electric infrastructure in the United States; 
and 

(B) develop recommendations on ways to 
identify, isolate, monitor, or replace any 
covered equipment identified under subpara-
graph (A) as soon as practicable. 

(4) COORDINATION AND INFORMATION SHAR-
ING.—The Secretary of Energy shall work 
with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary 
of the Interior, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, the Director of National Intel-
ligence, the Board of Directors of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, and the heads of 
other appropriate Federal agencies, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Energy, to protect 
critical defense facilities from national secu-
rity threats through— 

(A) the coordination of the procurement of 
energy infrastructure by the Federal Govern-
ment; and 

(B) the sharing of risk information and 
risk management practices to inform that 
procurement. 

(5) REQUIREMENT.—This section shall be 
implemented— 

(A) in a manner that is consistent with all 
other applicable laws; and 

(B) subject to the availability of appropria-
tions. 

(d) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary 
of Energy shall submit to Congress periodic 
reports describing any progress made in im-
plementing, or otherwise relating to the im-
plementation of, this section. 

SA 2959. Mr. SCOTT of Florida sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
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which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title I, add the 
following: 
SEC. 144. LIMITATIONS ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

PHOTOVOLTAIC MODULES FROM OR 
INFLUENCED BY FOREIGN ENTITIES 
OF CONCERN. 

(a) INSTALLATION.—None of the funds au-
thorized to be appropriated by this Act or 
otherwise made available for the Depart-
ment of Defense may be used to enter into a 
contract for the installation of photovoltaic 
modules at any facility or real property of 
the Department of Defense unless the con-
tract contains a provision prohibiting the 
procurement of such photovoltaic modules 
from or influenced by a foreign entity of con-
cern. 

(b) POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENTS.—None 
of the funds authorized to be appropriated by 
this Act or otherwise made available for the 
Department of Defense may be used to enter 
into a power purchase agreement unless the 
agreement contains a provision prohibiting 
the use of photovoltaic modules from or in-
fluenced by a foreign entity of concern un-
less such modules were installed prior to the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may 
waive the requirements of this section if— 

(1) the Secretary determines that there is 
no alternative source of photovoltaic mod-
ules other than from a foreign entity of con-
cern; and 

(2) the Secretary submits a certification of 
such determination in writing to the appro-
priate congressional committees not later 
than 30 days before entering into— 

(A) a contract for the procurement of the 
modules; or 

(B) a power purchase agreement. 
(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) FOREIGN ENTITY OF CONCERN.—The term 
‘‘foreign entity of concern’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 9901(8) of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 
U.S.C. 4651(8)). 

(3) PHOTOVOLTAIC MODULE.—The term ‘‘pho-
tovoltaic module’’ has the meaning given the 
term ‘‘solar module’’ in section 
45X(c)(3)(B)(v) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986. 

SA 2960. Mr. SCOTT of Florida sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1067. CLIMATE COST STUDY AND REPORT. 

(a) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON 
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH EXECUTIVE ORDER 
14008.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the congressional defense 
committees a report and briefing on the 

costs to United States military installation 
associated with Executive Order 14008 (relat-
ing to tackling the climate crisis at home 
and abroad). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report and briefing re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include the 
following elements: 

(A) An examination of accrued additional 
costs from transitioning to ‘‘climate friend-
ly’’ products, systems, materials and electric 
vehicles in comparison to previous products, 
systems, vehicles and materials purchased 
by the Department before the executive 
order was issued. 

(B) An examination of all military con-
struction projects, including military bar-
racks and military housing projects, delayed 
due to supply chain issues and an assessment 
of whether there are accruing additional 
costs for the Department and an impact on 
service members. 

(C) A cost-based analysis of the cost dif-
ferences associated with— 

(i) solar panels; 
(Ii) alternate energy production; 
(iii) electric charging stations; 
(iv) battery storage facilities; 
(v) heating and cooling systems; 
(vi) building materials; and 
(vii) and any other forms of alternate en-

ergy. 
(b) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE COST ASSESS-

MENT OF PHASING OUT CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES 
THAT ARE CRITICAL TO THE NATIONAL SECU-
RITY OF THE UNITED STATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the 
Committees on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a report 
outlining chemical substances undergoing 
risk evaluation by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency under the Toxic Substances 
Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.) that are 
used in production of critical defense items, 
including in the areas of kinetic capabilities, 
energy storage and batteries, castings and 
forgings, and microelectronics and semi-
conductors as identified in the February 2022 
Department of Defense report entitled, ‘‘Se-
curing Defense-Critical Supply Chains’’. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(A) An assessment of risks to procurement 
of critical defense items resulting from phas-
ing out production of substances identified 
described in paragraph (1). 

(B) A description of costs to production of 
critical defense items resulting from phasing 
out production of such substances. 

(C) A list of countries where the United 
States could procure such substances at a 
sufficient scale to not impede production of 
critical defense items. 

(D) An assessment of national security 
risks associated with reshoring procurement 
of such substances to foreign countries. 

(c) INTERAGENCY CONSULTATION REGARDING 
CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES WITH CRITICAL NA-
TIONAL SECURITY USES.—The Department of 
Defense shall provide meaningful and robust 
input to the Environmental Protection 
Agency for any draft risk evaluation of a 
chemical substances with critical national 
security uses. 

SA 2961. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for 
himself and Mr. OSSOFF) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 

year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE 

STANDARD FOR TIMING BETWEEN 
REFERRAL AND APPOINTMENT FOR 
CARE FROM DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs shall establish a comprehensive 
standard for timing between the date on 
which a referral for care for a veteran under 
the laws administered by the Secretary is 
entered into the care coordination system of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
date on which an appointment for care for 
the veteran occurs, whether at a facility of 
the Department or through care in the com-
munity. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The Secretary may 
modify the standard established under para-
graph (1) as the appointment scheduling 
processes of the Department for care at a fa-
cility of the Department or through care in 
the community are updated. 

(3) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 30 days 
before establishing under paragraph (1) or 
modifying under paragraph (2) the com-
prehensive standard required under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall publish such 
standard in the Federal Register and on a 
publicly available internet website of the De-
partment. 

(b) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 

quarterly, the Secretary shall submit to 
Congress a report on the number and per-
centage of referrals from the Department to 
facilities of the Department or providers in 
the community that meet the standard 
under subsection (a). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The number and percentage of total re-
ferrals from each facility of the Department 
that meet, for the quarter covered by the re-
port— 

(i) the standard under subsection (a); 
(ii) with respect to referrals to a facility of 

the Department, the three-business-day 
standard for scheduling an appointment at a 
facility of the Department; and 

(iii) with respect to referrals for care in the 
community, the seven-calendar-day standard 
for scheduling an appointment for care in 
the community. 

(B) The number and percentage of referrals 
from each facility of the Department that 
meet each of the standards specified in sub-
paragraph (A), disaggregated by each of the 
five, or more, most in-demand categories of 
care provided at such facility (such as men-
tal health, cardiology, neurology, oncology, 
etc.). 

(C) A list of all medical centers of the De-
partment ranked from best to worst in meet-
ing the standard under subsection (a), in-
cluding a disaggregated list by State. 

(3) ANNUALLY INCLUDED INFORMATION.—Not 
less frequently than annually, the Secretary 
shall include in the report required under 
paragraph (1)— 

(A) aggregated data for the four-quarter 
period preceding the date of the report; 

(B) a description of steps taken by the De-
partment to improve the timeliness of the 
provision of care by the Department and an 
estimate of when the Department will be 
fully compliant with the standard under sub-
section (a). 

(4) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary 
shall make each report required under para-
graph (1) publicly available on a website of 
the Veterans Health Administration. 
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SA 2962. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. lll. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO 

CYBER WORKFORCE AND LEADER-
SHIP. 

(a) MODIFICATION REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
FOR SENIOR MILITARY ADVISOR FOR CYBER 
POLICY AND DEPUTY PRINCIPAL CYBER ADVI-
SOR.—Section 392a(b) of title 10, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)(i), by striking ‘‘the 

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy’’ and 
inserting ‘‘the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Cyber Policy’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘, the 
following:’’ and all that follows through the 
period at the end and inserting ‘‘the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Cyber Policy’’; 
and 

(2) in paragraph (3)(A)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘the Under 

Secretary of Defense for Policy’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Cyber Policy’’; 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘Under Sec-
retary’’ and inserting ‘‘Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Cyber Policy’’; 

(C) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Policy’’ and inserting 
‘‘Assistant Secretary of Defense for Cyber 
Policy’’; and 

(D) by striking clause (iv). 
(b) MILITARY DEPUTY PRINCIPAL CYBER AD-

VISORS.—Section 392a of such title is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(d) MILITARY DEPUTY PRINCIPAL CYBER 
ADVISORS.— 

‘‘(1) APPOINTMENT.—For each Principal 
Cyber Advisory appointed under subsection 
(c)(1)(A) for a service, the secretary con-
cerned shall appoint a member of the armed 
forces from the respective service to act as a 
deputy to the Principal Cyber Advisor for 
that service. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—Each deputy appointed 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be appointed 
from among flag officers of the respective 
service.’’. 

(c) CYBER WORKFORCE INTERCHANGE AGREE-
MENT.—The Secretary of Defense and the Di-
rector of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment shall enter into an interchange agree-
ment for the cyber workforce in the Cyber 
Excepted Service of the Department of De-
fense that is similar to the Defense Civilian 
Intelligence Personnel System Interchange 
Agreement that was in effect on the day be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(d) ESTABLISHMENT OF SENIOR EXECUTIVE 
POSITION EQUIVALENTS WITHIN CYBER EX-
CEPTED SERVICE.—The Secretary may estab-
lish Senior Executive Service position (as de-
fined in section 3132(a) of title 5, United 
States Code) equivalents, including senior 
level and scientific and professional posi-
tions as well as highly qualified experts, 
within the Cyber Excepted Service in a man-
ner similar to the Defense Civilian Intel-
ligence Personnel System (DCIPS) so that 
the Department of Defense can recruit and 
retain civilians with superior qualifications 
and experience with greater hiring flexi-
bility. 

SA 2963. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 10ll. SAN FRANCISCO BAY RESTORATION 

PROGRAM. 
Section 125 of the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1276a) is amended— 
(1) in the section heading, by striking 

‘‘GRANT’’; and 
(2) by striking subsection (e) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(e) FUNDING PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director may pro-

vide funding through cooperative agree-
ments, grants, interagency agreements, con-
tracts, or other funding mechanisms to Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies, special dis-
tricts, public or nonprofit agencies, and 
other public or private entities, institutions, 
and organizations, including the Estuary 
Partnership, for projects, activities, and 
studies identified on the annual priority list 
compiled under subsection (c). 

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF FUNDING.— 
‘‘(A) GRANTS.— 
‘‘(i) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—Amounts provided 

in the form of a grant to any entity under 
this section for a fiscal year shall not exceed 
an amount equal to 75 percent of the total 
cost of any project, activity, or study that 
are to be carried out using those amounts. 

‘‘(ii) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—Not less than 25 
percent of the cost of any project, activity, 
or study carried out using amounts provided 
in the form of a grant under this section 
shall be provided from non-Federal sources. 

‘‘(B) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS AND CON-
TRACTS.—Amounts provided to entities under 
interagency agreements, contracts, or other 
funding mechanisms under this section not 
described in subparagraph (A) may cover up 
to 100 percent of the total cost of any 
project, activity, or study that is to be car-
ried out using those amounts.’’. 

SA 2964. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself 
and Mr. RISCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 

DIVISION E—GOOD SAMARITAN REMEDI-
ATION OF ABANDONED HARDROCK 
MINES ACT OF 2024 

SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Good 

Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned 
Hardrock Mines Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 5002. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) ABANDONED HARDROCK MINE SITE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘abandoned 

hardrock mine site’’ means an abandoned or 
inactive hardrock mine site and any facility 
associated with an abandoned or inactive 
hardrock mine site— 

(i) that was used for the production of a 
mineral other than coal conducted on Fed-
eral land under sections 2319 through 2352 of 
the Revised Statutes (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Mining Law of 1872’’; 30 U.S.C. 22 et 
seq.) or on non-Federal land; and 

(ii) for which, based on information sup-
plied by the Good Samaritan after review of 
publicly available data and after review of 
other information in the possession of the 
Administrator, the Administrator or, in the 
case of a site on land owned by the United 
States, the Federal land management agen-
cy, determines that no responsible owner or 
operator has been identified— 

(I) who is potentially liable for, or has been 
required to perform or pay for, environ-
mental remediation activities under applica-
ble law; and 

(II) other than, in the case of a mine site 
located on land owned by the United States, 
a Federal land management agency that has 
not been involved in mining activity on that 
land, except that the approval of a plan of 
operations under the hardrock mining regu-
lations of the applicable Federal land man-
agement agency shall not be considered in-
volvement in the mining activity. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘abandoned 
hardrock mine site’’ includes a hardrock 
mine site (including associated facilities) 
that was previously the subject of a com-
pleted response action under the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 
et seq.) or a similar Federal and State rec-
lamation or cleanup program, including the 
remediation of mine-scarred land under the 
brownfields revitalization program under 
section 104(k) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 9604(k)). 

(C) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘abandoned 
hardrock mine site’’ does not include a mine 
site (including associated facilities)— 

(i) in a temporary shutdown or cessation; 
(ii) included on the National Priorities List 

developed by the President in accordance 
with section 105(a)(8)(B) of the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 
9605(a)(8)(B)) or proposed for inclusion on 
that list; 

(iii) that is the subject of a planned or on-
going response action under the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 
et seq.) or a similar Federal and State rec-
lamation or cleanup program; 

(iv) that has a responsible owner or oper-
ator; or 

(v) that actively mined or processed min-
erals after December 11, 1980. 

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

(3) APPLICABLE WATER QUALITY STAND-
ARDS.—The term ‘‘applicable water quality 
standards’’ means the water quality stand-
ards promulgated by the Administrator or 
adopted by a State or Indian tribe and ap-
proved by the Administrator pursuant to the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.). 

(4) BASELINE CONDITIONS.—The term ‘‘base-
line conditions’’ means the concentrations, 
locations, and releases of any hazardous sub-
stances, pollutants, or contaminants, as de-
scribed in the Good Samaritan permit, 
present at an abandoned hardrock mine site 
prior to undertaking any action under this 
division. 

(5) COOPERATING PERSON.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘cooperating 

person’’ means any person that is named by 
the Good Samaritan in the permit applica-
tion as a cooperating entity. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘cooperating 
person’’ does not include— 
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(i) a responsible owner or operator with re-

spect to the abandoned hardrock mine site 
described in the permit application; 

(ii) a person that had a role in the creation 
of historic mine residue at the abandoned 
hardrock mine site described in the permit 
application; or 

(iii) a Federal agency. 
(6) COVERED PERMIT.—The term ‘‘covered 

permit’’ means— 
(A) a Good Samaritan permit; and 
(B) an investigative sampling permit. 
(7) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY.— 

The term ‘‘Federal land management agen-
cy’’ means any Federal agency authorized by 
law or executive order to exercise jurisdic-
tion, custody, or control over land owned by 
the United States. 

(8) GOOD SAMARITAN.—The term ‘‘Good Sa-
maritan’’ means a person that, with respect 
to historic mine residue, as determined by 
the Administrator— 

(A) is not a past or current owner or oper-
ator of— 

(i) the abandoned hardrock mine site at 
which the historic mine residue is located; or 

(ii) a portion of that abandoned hardrock 
mine site; 

(B) had no role in the creation of the his-
toric mine residue; and 

(C) is not potentially liable under any Fed-
eral, State, Tribal, or local law for the reme-
diation, treatment, or control of the historic 
mine residue. 

(9) GOOD SAMARITAN PERMIT.—The term 
‘‘Good Samaritan permit’’ means a permit 
granted by the Administrator under section 
5004(a)(1). 

(10) HISTORIC MINE RESIDUE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘historic mine 

residue’’ means mine residue or any condi-
tion at an abandoned hardrock mine site re-
sulting from hardrock mining activities. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘historic mine 
residue’’ includes— 

(i) previously mined ores and minerals 
other than coal that contribute to acid mine 
drainage or other pollution; 

(ii) equipment (including materials in 
equipment); 

(iii) any tailings facilities, heap leach 
piles, dump leach piles, waste rock, overbur-
den, slag piles, or other waste or material re-
sulting from any extraction, beneficiation, 
or other processing activity that occurred 
during the active operation of an abandoned 
hardrock mine site; 

(iv) any acidic or otherwise polluted flow 
in surface water or groundwater that origi-
nates from, or is pooled and contained in, an 
inactive or abandoned hardrock mine site, 
such as underground workings, open pits, in- 
situ leaching operations, ponds, or impound-
ments; 

(v) any hazardous substance (as defined in 
section 101 of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601)); 

(vi) any pollutant or contaminant (as de-
fined in section 101 of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601)); and 

(vii) any pollutant (as defined in section 
502 of the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1362)). 

(11) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian 
tribe’’ has the meaning given the term in— 

(A) section 518(h) of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1377(h)); or 

(B) section 101 of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Li-
ability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601). 

(12) INVESTIGATIVE SAMPLING PERMIT.—The 
term ‘‘investigative sampling permit’’ means 
a permit granted by the Administrator under 
section 5004(d)(1). 

(13) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means 
any entity described in— 

(A) section 502(5) of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1362(5)); or 

(B) section 101(21) of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601(21)). 

(14) REMEDIATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘remediation’’ 

means any action taken to investigate, char-
acterize, or cleanup, in whole or in part, a 
discharge, release, or threat of release of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant, or contami-
nant into the environment at or from an 
abandoned hardrock mine site, or to other-
wise protect and improve human health and 
the environment. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘remediation’’ 
includes any action to remove, treat, or con-
tain historic mine residue to prevent, mini-
mize, or reduce— 

(i) the release or threat of release of a haz-
ardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant 
that would harm human health or the envi-
ronment; or 

(ii) a migration or discharge of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant that 
would harm human health or the environ-
ment. 

(C) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘remediation’’ 
does not include any action that requires 
plugging, opening, or otherwise altering the 
portal or adit of the abandoned hardrock 
mine site. 

(15) RESERVATION.—The term ‘‘reservation’’ 
has the meaning given the term ‘‘Indian 
country’’ in section 1151 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

(16) RESPONSIBLE OWNER OR OPERATOR.— 
The term ‘‘responsible owner or operator’’ 
means a person that is— 

(A)(i) legally responsible under section 301 
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1311) for a discharge that origi-
nates from an abandoned hardrock mine site; 
and 

(ii) financially able to comply with each 
requirement described in that section; or 

(B)(i) a present or past owner or operator 
or other person that is liable with respect to 
a release or threat of release of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant associ-
ated with the historic mine residue at or 
from an abandoned hardrock mine site under 
section 104, 106, 107, or 113 of the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9604, 
9606, 9607, 9613); and 

(ii) financially able to comply with each 
requirement described in those sections, as 
applicable. 
SEC. 5003. SCOPE. 

Nothing in this division— 
(1) except as provided in section 5004(n), re-

duces any existing liability under Federal, 
State, or local law; 

(2) except as provided in section 5004(n), re-
leases any person from liability under Fed-
eral, State, or local law, except in compli-
ance with this division; 

(3) authorizes the conduct of any mining or 
processing other than the conduct of any 
processing of previously mined ores, min-
erals, wastes, or other materials that is au-
thorized by a Good Samaritan permit; 

(4) imposes liability on the United States 
or a Federal land management agency pursu-
ant to section 107 of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9607) or sec-
tion 301 of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1311); or 

(5) relieves the United States or any Fed-
eral land management agency from any li-
ability under section 107 of the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9607) 
or section 301 of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1311) that exists apart 

from any action undertaken pursuant to this 
division. 
SEC. 5004. ABANDONED HARDROCK MINE SITE 

GOOD SAMARITAN PILOT PROJECT 
AUTHORIZATION. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

establish a pilot program under which the 
Administrator shall grant not more than 15 
Good Samaritan permits to carry out 
projects to remediate historic mine residue 
at any portions of abandoned hardrock mine 
sites in accordance with this division. 

(2) OVERSIGHT OF PERMITS.—The Adminis-
trator may oversee the remediation project 
under paragraph (1), and any action taken by 
the applicable Good Samaritan or any co-
operating person under the applicable Good 
Samaritan permit, for the duration of the 
Good Samaritan permit, as the Adminis-
trator determines to be necessary to review 
the status of the project. 

(3) SUNSET.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the pilot program de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall terminate on 
the date that is 7 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A), the Administrator may grant a 
Good Samaritan permit pursuant to this di-
vision after the date identified in subpara-
graph (A) if the application for the Good Sa-
maritan permit— 

(i) was submitted not later than 180 days 
before that date; and 

(ii) was completed in accordance with sub-
section (c) by not later than 7 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(C) EFFECT ON CERTAIN PERMITS.—Any Good 
Samaritan permit granted by the deadline 
prescribed in subparagraph (A) or (B), as ap-
plicable, that is in effect on the date that is 
7 years after the date of enactment of this 
Act shall remain in effect after that date in 
accordance with— 

(i) the terms and conditions of the Good 
Samaritan permit; and 

(ii) this division. 
(b) GOOD SAMARITAN PERMIT ELIGIBILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive a 

Good Samaritan permit to carry out a 
project to remediate an abandoned hardrock 
mine site, a person shall demonstrate that, 
as determined by the Administrator— 

(A) the abandoned hardrock mine site that 
is the subject of the application for a Good 
Samaritan permit is located in the United 
States; 

(B) the purpose of the proposed project is 
the remediation at that abandoned hardrock 
mine site of historic mine residue; 

(C) the proposed activities are designed to 
result in the partial or complete remediation 
of historic mine residue at the abandoned 
hardrock mine site within the term of the 
Good Samaritan permit; 

(D) the proposed project poses a low risk to 
the environment, as determined by the Ad-
ministrator; 

(E) to the satisfaction of the Adminis-
trator, the person— 

(i) possesses, or has the ability to secure, 
the financial and other resources necessary— 

(I) to complete the permitted work, as de-
termined by the Administrator; and 

(II) to address any contingencies identified 
in the Good Samaritan permit application 
described in subsection (c); 

(ii) possesses the proper and appropriate 
experience and capacity to complete the per-
mitted work; and 

(iii) will complete the permitted work; and 
(F) the person is a Good Samaritan with 

respect to the historic mine residue proposed 
to be covered by the Good Samaritan permit. 

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF ALL RESPONSIBLE 
OWNERS OR OPERATORS.— 
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(A) IN GENERAL.—A Good Samaritan shall 

make reasonable and diligent efforts to iden-
tify, from a review of publicly available in-
formation in land records or on internet 
websites of Federal, State, and local regu-
latory authorities, all responsible owners or 
operators of an abandoned hardrock mine 
site proposed to be remediated by the Good 
Samaritan under this section. 

(B) EXISTING RESPONSIBLE OWNER OR OPER-
ATOR.—If the Administrator determines, 
based on information provided by a Good Sa-
maritan or otherwise, that a responsible 
owner or operator exists for an abandoned 
hardrock mine site proposed to be remedi-
ated by the Good Samaritan, the Adminis-
trator shall deny the application for a Good 
Samaritan permit. 

(c) APPLICATION FOR PERMITS.—To obtain a 
Good Samaritan permit, a person shall sub-
mit to the Administrator an application, 
signed by the person and any cooperating 
person, that provides, to the extent known or 
reasonably discoverable by the person on the 
date on which the application is submitted— 

(1) a description of the abandoned hardrock 
mine site (including the boundaries of the 
abandoned hardrock mine site) proposed to 
be covered by the Good Samaritan permit; 

(2) a description of all parties proposed to 
be involved in the remediation project, in-
cluding any cooperating person and each 
member of an applicable corporation, asso-
ciation, partnership, consortium, joint ven-
ture, commercial entity, or nonprofit asso-
ciation; 

(3) evidence that the person has or will ac-
quire all legal rights or the authority nec-
essary to enter the relevant abandoned 
hardrock mine site and perform the remedi-
ation described in the application; 

(4) a detailed description of the historic 
mine residue to be remediated; 

(5) a detailed description of the expertise 
and experience of the person and the re-
sources available to the person to success-
fully implement and complete the remedi-
ation plan under paragraph (7); 

(6) to the satisfaction of the Administrator 
and subject to subsection (d), a description of 
the baseline conditions caused by the his-
toric mine residue to be remediated that in-
cludes— 

(A) the nature and extent of any adverse 
impact on the water quality of any body of 
water caused by the drainage of historic 
mine residue or other discharges from the 
abandoned hardrock mine site; 

(B) the flow rate and concentration of any 
drainage of historic mine residue or other 
discharge from the abandoned hardrock mine 
site in any body of water that has resulted in 
an adverse impact described in subparagraph 
(A); and 

(C) any other release or threat of release of 
historic mine residue that has resulted in an 
adverse impact to human health or the envi-
ronment; 

(7) subject to subsection (d), a remediation 
plan for the abandoned hardrock mine site 
that describes— 

(A) the nature and scope of the proposed 
remediation activities, including— 

(i) any historic mine residue to be ad-
dressed by the remediation plan; and 

(ii) a description of the goals of the reme-
diation including, if applicable, with respect 
to— 

(I) the reduction or prevention of a release, 
threat of release, or discharge to surface 
waters; or 

(II) other appropriate goals relating to 
water or soil; 

(B) each activity that the person proposes 
to take that is— 

(i) designed to— 
(I) improve or enhance water quality or 

site-specific soil or sediment quality rel-

evant to the historic mine residue addressed 
by the remediation plan, including making 
measurable progress toward achieving appli-
cable water quality standards; or 

(II) otherwise protect human health and 
the environment (including through the pre-
vention of a release, discharge, or threat of 
release to water, sediment, or soil); and 

(ii) otherwise necessary to carry out an ac-
tivity described in subclause (I) or (II) of 
clause (i); 

(C) a plan describing the monitoring or 
other forms of assessment that will be under-
taken by the person to evaluate the success 
of the activities described in subparagraph 
(A) during and after the remediation, with 
respect to the baseline conditions, as de-
scribed in paragraph (6); 

(D) to the satisfaction of the Adminis-
trator, detailed engineering plans for the 
project; 

(E) detailed plans for any proposed recy-
cling or reprocessing of historic mine residue 
to be conducted by the person (including a 
description of how all proposed recycling or 
reprocessing activities contribute to the re-
mediation of the abandoned hardrock mine 
site); and 

(F) identification of any proposed con-
tractor that will perform any remediation 
activity; 

(8) subject to subsection (d), a schedule for 
the work to be carried out under the project, 
including a schedule for periodic reporting 
by the person on the remediation of the 
abandoned hardrock mine site; 

(9) a health and safety plan that is specifi-
cally designed for mining remediation work; 

(10) a specific contingency plan that— 
(A) includes provisions on response and no-

tification to Federal, State, Tribal, and local 
authorities with jurisdiction over down-
stream waters that have the potential to be 
impacted by an unplanned release or dis-
charge of hazardous substances, pollutants, 
or contaminants; and 

(B) is designed to respond to unplanned ad-
verse events (such as adverse weather events 
or a potential fluid release that may result 
from addressing pooled water or hydraulic 
pressure situations), including the sudden re-
lease of historic mine residue; 

(11) subject to subsection (d), a project 
budget and description of financial resources 
that demonstrate that the permitted work, 
including any operation and maintenance, 
will be completed; 

(12) subject to subsection (d), information 
demonstrating that the applicant has the fi-
nancial resources to carry out the remedi-
ation (including any long-term monitoring 
that may be required by the Good Samaritan 
permit) or the ability to secure an appro-
priate third-party financial assurance, as de-
termined by the Administrator, to ensure 
completion of the permitted work, including 
any long-term operations and maintenance 
of remediation activities that may be— 

(A) proposed in the application for the 
Good Samaritan permit; or 

(B) required by the Administrator as a con-
dition of granting the permit; 

(13) subject to subsection (d), a detailed 
plan for any required operation and mainte-
nance of any remediation, including a 
timeline, if necessary; 

(14) subject to subsection (d), a description 
of any planned post-remediation monitoring, 
if necessary; and 

(15) subject to subsection (d), any other ap-
propriate information, as determined by the 
Administrator or the applicant. 

(d) INVESTIGATIVE SAMPLING.— 
(1) INVESTIGATIVE SAMPLING PERMITS.—The 

Administrator may grant an investigative 
sampling permit for a period determined by 
the Administrator to authorize a Good Sa-
maritan to conduct investigative sampling 

of historic mine residue, soil, sediment, or 
water to determine— 

(A) baseline conditions; and 
(B) whether the Good Samaritan— 
(i) is willing to perform further remedi-

ation to address the historic mine residue; 
and 

(ii) will proceed with a permit conversion 
under subsection (e)(1). 

(2) NUMBER OF PERMITS.— 
(A) LIMITATION.— Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Administrator may grant not more 
than 15 investigative sampling permits. 

(B) APPLICABILITY TO CONVERTED PER-
MITS.—An investigative sampling permit 
that is not converted to a Good Samaritan 
permit pursuant to paragraph (5) may be eli-
gible for reissuance by the Administrator 
subject to the overall total of not more than 
15 investigative sampling permits allowed at 
any 1 time described in subparagraph (A). 

(3) APPLICATION.—If a Good Samaritan pro-
poses to conduct investigative sampling, the 
Good Samaritan shall submit to the Admin-
istrator an investigative sampling permit 
application that contains, to the satisfaction 
of the Administrator— 

(A) each description required under para-
graphs (1), (2), and (5) of subsection (c); 

(B) to the extent reasonably known to the 
applicant, any previously documented water 
quality data describing conditions at the 
abandoned hardrock mine site; 

(C) the evidence required under subsection 
(c)(3); 

(D) each plan required under paragraphs (9) 
and (10) of subsection (c); and 

(E) a detailed plan of the investigative 
sampling. 

(4) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If a person submits an ap-

plication that proposes only investigative 
sampling of historic mine residue, soil, sedi-
ment, or water that only includes the re-
quirements described in paragraph (1), the 
Administrator may grant an investigative 
sampling permit that authorizes the person 
only to carry out the plan of investigative 
sampling of historic mine residue, soil, sedi-
ment, or water, as described in the investiga-
tive sampling permit application under para-
graph (3). 

(B) REPROCESSING.—An investigative sam-
pling permit— 

(i) shall not authorize a Good Samaritan or 
cooperating person to conduct any reprocess-
ing of material; and 

(ii) may authorize metallurgical testing of 
historic mine residue to determine whether 
reprocessing under subsection (f)(4)(B) is fea-
sible. 

(C) REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO SAMPLES.— 
In conducting investigative sampling of his-
toric mine residue, soil, sediment, or water, 
a Good Samaritan shall— 

(i) collect samples that are representative 
of the conditions present at the abandoned 
hardrock mine site that is the subject of the 
investigative sampling permit; and 

(ii) retain publicly available records of all 
sampling events for a period of not less than 
3 years. 

(5) PERMIT CONVERSION.—Not later than 1 
year after the date on which the investiga-
tive sampling under the investigative sam-
pling permit concludes, a Good Samaritan to 
whom an investigative sampling permit is 
granted under paragraph (1) may apply to 
convert an investigative sampling permit 
into a Good Samaritan permit under sub-
section (e)(1). 

(6) PERMIT NOT CONVERTED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B)(ii)(I), a Good Samaritan who obtains an 
investigative sampling permit may decline— 

(i) to apply to convert the investigative 
sampling permit into a Good Samaritan per-
mit under paragraph (5); and 
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(ii) to undertake remediation activities on 

the site where investigative sampling was 
conducted on conclusion of investigative 
sampling. 

(B) EFFECT OF LACK OF CONVERSION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding a refusal 

by a Good Samaritan to convert an inves-
tigative sampling permit into a Good Samar-
itan permit under subparagraph (A), but sub-
ject to clause (ii), the provisions of para-
graphs (1) through (4) of subsection (n) shall 
continue to apply to the Good Samaritan 
and any cooperating persons after the refusal 
to convert. 

(ii) DEGRADATION OF SURFACE WATER QUAL-
ITY.— 

(I) OPPORTUNITY TO CORRECT.—If, before the 
date on which a Good Samaritan refuses to 
convert an investigative sampling permit 
under subparagraph (A), actions by the Good 
Samaritan or any cooperating person have 
caused conditions at the abandoned hardrock 
mine site to be measurably worse, as deter-
mined by the Administrator, when compared 
to conditions described pursuant to para-
graph (3)(B), if applicable, the Administrator 
shall provide the Good Samaritan or cooper-
ating person, as applicable, the opportunity 
to return the conditions at the abandoned 
hardrock mine site to those conditions. 

(II) EFFECT.—If, pursuant to subclause (I), 
the applicable Good Samaritan or cooper-
ating person does not return the surface 
water quality at the abandoned hardrock 
mine site to conditions described pursuant to 
paragraph (3)(B), if applicable, as determined 
by the Administrator, clause (i) shall not 
apply to the Good Samaritan or any cooper-
ating persons. 

(e) INVESTIGATIVE SAMPLING CONVERSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A person to which an in-

vestigative sampling permit was granted 
may submit to the Administrator an applica-
tion in accordance with paragraph (2) to con-
vert the investigative sampling permit into 
a Good Samaritan permit. 

(2) APPLICATION.— 
(A) INVESTIGATIVE SAMPLING.—An applica-

tion for the conversion of an investigative 
sampling permit under paragraph (1) shall 
include any requirement described in sub-
section (c) that was not included in full in 
the application submitted under subsection 
(d)(3). 

(B) PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT.—An appli-
cation for permit conversion under this para-
graph shall be subject to— 

(i) environmental review and public com-
ment procedures required by subsection (l); 
and 

(ii) a public hearing, if requested. 
(f) CONTENT OF PERMITS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A Good Samaritan permit 

shall contain— 
(A) the information described in subsection 

(c), including any modification required by 
the Administrator; 

(B)(i) a provision that states that the Good 
Samaritan is responsible for securing, for all 
activities authorized under the Good Samari-
tan permit, all authorizations, licenses, and 
permits that are required under applicable 
law except for— 

(I) section 301, 302, 306, 307, 402, or 404 of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1311, 1312, 1316, 1317, 1342, 1344); and 

(II) authorizations, licenses, and permits 
that would not need to be obtained if the re-
mediation was conducted pursuant to section 
121 of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9621); or 

(ii) in the case of an abandoned hardrock 
mine site in a State that is authorized to im-
plement State law pursuant to section 402 or 
404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342, 1344) or on land of an In-
dian tribe that is authorized to implement 

Tribal law pursuant to that section, a provi-
sion that states that the Good Samaritan is 
responsible for securing, for all activities au-
thorized under the Good Samaritan permit, 
all authorizations, licenses, and permits that 
are required under applicable law, except 
for— 

(I) the State or Tribal law, as applicable; 
and 

(II) authorizations, licenses, and permits 
that would not need to be obtained if the re-
mediation was conducted pursuant to section 
121 of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9621); 

(C) specific public notification require-
ments, including the contact information for 
all appropriate response centers in accord-
ance with subsection (o); 

(D) in the case of a project on land owned 
by the United States, a notice that the Good 
Samaritan permit serves as an agreement for 
use and occupancy of Federal land that is en-
forceable by the applicable Federal land 
management agency; and 

(E) any other terms and conditions deter-
mined to be appropriate by the Adminis-
trator or the Federal land management 
agency, as applicable. 

(2) FORCE MAJEURE.—A Good Samaritan 
permit may include, at the request of the 
Good Samaritan, a provision that a Good Sa-
maritan may assert a claim of force majeure 
for any violation of the Good Samaritan per-
mit caused solely by— 

(A) an act of God; 
(B) an act of war; 
(C) negligence on the part of the United 

States; 
(D) an act or omission of a third party, if 

the Good Samaritan— 
(i) exercises due care with respect to the 

actions of the Good Samaritan under the 
Good Samaritan permit, as determined by 
the Administrator; 

(ii) took precautions against foreseeable 
acts or omissions of the third party, as de-
termined by the Administrator; and 

(iii) uses reasonable efforts— 
(I) to anticipate any potential force 

majeure; and 
(II) to address the effects of any potential 

force majeure; or 
(E) a public health emergency declared by 

the Federal Government or a global govern-
ment, such as a pandemic or an epidemic. 

(3) MONITORING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Good Samaritan 

shall take such actions as the Good Samari-
tan permit requires to ensure appropriate 
baseline conditions monitoring, monitoring 
during the remediation project, and post-re-
mediation monitoring of the environment 
under paragraphs (7) and (14) of subsection 
(c). 

(B) MULTIPARTY MONITORING.—The Admin-
istrator may approve in a Good Samaritan 
permit the monitoring by multiple cooper-
ating persons if, as determined by the Ad-
ministrator— 

(i) the multiparty monitoring will effec-
tively accomplish the goals of this section; 
and 

(ii) the Good Samaritan remains respon-
sible for compliance with the terms of the 
Good Samaritan permit. 

(4) OTHER DEVELOPMENT.— 
(A) NO AUTHORIZATION OF MINING ACTIVI-

TIES.—No mineral exploration, processing, 
beneficiation, or mining shall be— 

(i) authorized by this division; or 
(ii) covered by any waiver of liability pro-

vided by this division from applicable law. 
(B) REPROCESSING OF MATERIALS.—A Good 

Samaritan may reprocess materials recov-
ered during the implementation of a remedi-
ation plan only if— 

(i) the project under the Good Samaritan 
permit is on land owned by the United 
States; 

(ii) the applicable Federal land manage-
ment agency has signed a decision document 
under subsection (l)(2)(G) approving reproc-
essing as part of a remediation plan; 

(iii) the proceeds from the sale or use of 
the materials are used— 

(I) to defray the costs of the remediation; 
and 

(II) to the extent required by the Good Sa-
maritan permit, to reimburse the Adminis-
trator or the head of a Federal land manage-
ment agency for the purpose of carrying out 
this division; 

(iv) any remaining proceeds are deposited 
into the appropriate Good Samaritan Mine 
Remediation Fund established by section 
5005(a); and 

(v) the materials only include historic 
mine residue. 

(C) CONNECTION WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES.— 
The commingling or association of any other 
discharge of water or historic mine residue 
or any activity, project, or operation con-
ducted on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act with any aspect of a project subject 
to a Good Samaritan permit shall not limit 
or reduce the liability of any person associ-
ated with the other discharge of water or 
historic mine residue or activity, project, or 
operation. 

(g) ADDITIONAL WORK.—A Good Samaritan 
permit may (subject to subsection (r)(5) in 
the case of a project located on Federal land) 
allow the Good Samaritan to return to the 
abandoned hardrock mine site after the com-
pletion of the remediation to perform oper-
ations and maintenance or other work— 

(1) to ensure the functionality of com-
pleted remediation activities at the aban-
doned hardrock mine site; or 

(2) to protect public health and the envi-
ronment. 

(h) TIMING.—Work authorized under a Good 
Samaritan permit— 

(1) shall commence, as applicable— 
(A) not later than the date that is 18 

months after the date on which the Adminis-
trator granted the Good Samaritan permit, 
unless the Administrator grants an exten-
sion under subsection (r)(2)(A); or 

(B) if the grant of the Good Samaritan per-
mit is the subject of a petition for judicial 
review, not later than the date that is 18 
months after the date on which the judicial 
review, including any appeals, has concluded; 
and 

(2) shall continue until completed, with 
temporary suspensions permitted during ad-
verse weather or other conditions specified 
in the Good Samaritan permit. 

(i) TRANSFER OF PERMITS.—A Good Samari-
tan permit may be transferred to another 
person only if— 

(1) the Administrator determines that the 
transferee qualifies as a Good Samaritan; 

(2) the transferee signs, and agrees to be 
bound by the terms of, the permit; 

(3) the Administrator includes in the trans-
ferred permit any additional conditions nec-
essary to meet the goals of this section; and 

(4) in the case of a project under the Good 
Samaritan permit on land owned by the 
United States, the head of the applicable 
Federal land management agency approves 
the transfer. 

(j) ROLE OF ADMINISTRATOR AND FEDERAL 
LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCIES.—In carrying 
out this section— 

(1) the Administrator shall— 
(A) consult with prospective applicants; 
(B) convene, coordinate, and lead the appli-

cation review process; 
(C) maintain all records relating to the 

Good Samaritan permit and the permit proc-
ess; 
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(D) in the case of a proposed project on 

State, Tribal, or private land, provide an op-
portunity for cooperating persons and the 
public to participate in the Good Samaritan 
permit process, including— 

(i) carrying out environmental review and 
public comment procedures pursuant to sub-
section (l); and 

(ii) a public hearing, if requested; and 
(E) enforce and otherwise carry out this 

section; and 
(2) the head of an applicable Federal land 

management agency shall— 
(A) in the case of a proposed project on 

land owned by the United States, provide an 
opportunity for cooperating persons and the 
public to participate in the Good Samaritan 
permit process, including— 

(i) carrying out environmental review and 
public comment procedures pursuant to sub-
section (l); and 

(ii) a public hearing, if requested; and 
(B) in coordination with the Adminis-

trator, enforce Good Samaritan permits 
issued under this section for projects on land 
owned by the United States. 

(k) STATE, LOCAL, AND TRIBAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—As soon as practicable, but not later 
than 14 days after the date on which the Ad-
ministrator receives an application for the 
remediation of an abandoned hardrock mine 
site under this section that, as determined 
by the Administrator, is complete and meets 
all applicable requirements of subsection (c), 
the Administrator shall provide notice and a 
copy of the application to— 

(1) each local government with jurisdiction 
over a drinking water utility, and each In-
dian tribe with reservation or off-reservation 
treaty rights to land or water, located down-
stream from or otherwise near a proposed re-
mediation project that is reasonably antici-
pated to be impacted by the remediation 
project or a potential release of contami-
nants from the abandoned hardrock mine 
site, as determined by the Administrator; 

(2) each Federal, State, and Tribal agency 
that may have an interest in the application; 
and 

(3) in the case of an abandoned hardrock 
mine site that is located partially or entirely 
on land owned by the United States, the Fed-
eral land management agency with jurisdic-
tion over that land. 

(l) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND PUBLIC 
COMMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Before the issuance of a 
Good Samaritan permit to carry out a 
project for the remediation of an abandoned 
hardrock mine site, the Administrator shall 
ensure that environmental review and public 
comment procedures are carried out with re-
spect to the proposed project. 

(2) RELATION TO NEPA.— 
(A) MAJOR FEDERAL ACTION.—Subject to 

subparagraph (F), the issuance or modifica-
tion of a Good Samaritan permit by the Ad-
ministrator shall be considered a major Fed-
eral action for purposes of section 102 of the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4332). 

(B) LEAD AGENCY.—The lead agency for 
purposes of an environmental assessment 
and public comment under this subsection 
shall be— 

(i) in the case of a proposed project on land 
owned by the United States that is managed 
by only 1 Federal land management agency, 
the applicable Federal land management 
agency; 

(ii) in the case of a proposed project en-
tirely on State, Tribal, or private land, the 
Administrator; 

(iii) in the case of a proposed project par-
tially on land owned by the United States 
and partially on State, Tribal, or private 
land, the applicable Federal land manage-
ment agency; and 

(iv) in the case of a proposed project on 
land owned by the United States that is 
managed by more than 1 Federal land man-
agement agency, the Federal land manage-
ment agency selected by the Administrator 
to be the lead agency, after consultation 
with the applicable Federal land manage-
ment agencies. 

(C) COORDINATION.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, the lead agency described 
in subparagraph (B) shall coordinate proce-
dures under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) with 
State, Tribal, and Federal cooperating agen-
cies, as applicable. 

(D) COOPERATING AGENCY.—In the case of a 
proposed project on land owned by the 
United States, the Administrator shall be a 
cooperating agency for purposes of an envi-
ronmental assessment and public comment 
under this subsection. 

(E) SINGLE NEPA DOCUMENT.—The lead 
agency described in subparagraph (B) may 
conduct a single environmental assessment 
for— 

(i) the issuance of a Good Samaritan per-
mit; 

(ii) any activities authorized by a Good Sa-
maritan permit; and 

(iii) any applicable permits required by the 
Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

(F) NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—A Good Samaritan permit 

may only be issued if, after an environ-
mental assessment, the head of the lead 
agency issues a finding of no significant im-
pact (as defined in section 111 of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4336e)). 

(ii) SIGNIFICANT IMPACT.—If the head of the 
lead agency is unable to issue a finding of no 
significant impact (as so defined), the head 
of the lead agency shall not issue a Good Sa-
maritan permit for the proposed project. 

(G) DECISION DOCUMENT.—An approval or 
denial of a Good Samaritan permit may be 
issued as a single decision document that is 
signed by— 

(i) the Administrator; and 
(ii) in the case of a project on land owned 

by the United States, the head of the appli-
cable Federal land management agency. 

(H) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this paragraph 
exempts the Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Secretary of the Interior, as applicable, from 
any other requirements of section 102 of the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4332). 

(m) PERMIT GRANT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

grant a Good Samaritan permit to carry out 
a project for the remediation of an aban-
doned hardrock mine site only if— 

(A) the Administrator determines that— 
(i) the person seeking the permit is a Good 

Samaritan; 
(ii) the application described in subsection 

(c) is complete; 
(iii) the project is designed to remediate 

historic mine residue at the abandoned 
hardrock mine site to protect human health 
and the environment; 

(iv) the proposed project is designed to 
meet all other goals, as determined by the 
Administrator, including any goals set forth 
in the application for the Good Samaritan 
permit that are accepted by the Adminis-
trator; 

(v) the proposed activities, as compared to 
the baseline conditions described in the per-
mit, will make measurable progress toward 
achieving— 

(I) applicable water quality standards; 
(II) improved soil quality; 
(III) improved sediment quality; 
(IV) other improved environmental or safe-

ty conditions; or 

(V) reductions in threats to soil, sediment, 
or water quality or other environmental or 
safety conditions; 

(vi) the applicant has— 
(I) demonstrated that the applicant has the 

proper and appropriate experience and capac-
ity to complete the permitted work; 

(II) demonstrated that the applicant will 
complete the permitted work; 

(III) the financial and other resources to 
address any contingencies identified in the 
Good Samaritan permit application de-
scribed in subsections (b) and (c); 

(IV) granted access and provided the au-
thority to review the records of the appli-
cant relevant to compliance with the re-
quirements of the Good Samaritan permit; 
and 

(V) demonstrated, to the satisfaction of 
the Administrator, that— 

(aa) the applicant has, or has access to, the 
financial resources to complete the project 
described in the Good Samaritan permit ap-
plication, including any long-term moni-
toring and operations and maintenance that 
the Administrator may require the applicant 
to perform in the Good Samaritan permit; or 

(bb) the applicant has established a third- 
party financial assurance mechanism, such 
as a corporate guarantee from a parent or 
other corporate affiliate, letter of credit, 
trust, surety bond, or insurance to assure 
that funds are available to complete the per-
mitted work, including for operations and 
maintenance and to address potential con-
tingencies, that— 

(AA) establishes the Administrator or the 
head of the Federal land management agen-
cy as the beneficiary of the third-party fi-
nancial assurance mechanism; and 

(BB) allows the Administrator to retain 
and use the funds from the financial assur-
ance mechanism in the event the Good Sa-
maritan does not complete the remediation 
under the Good Samaritan permit; and 

(vii) the project meets the requirements of 
this division; 

(B) the State or Indian tribe with jurisdic-
tion over land on which the abandoned 
hardrock mine site is located has been given 
an opportunity to review and, if necessary, 
comment on the grant of the Good Samari-
tan permit; 

(C) in the case of a project proposed to be 
carried out under the Good Samaritan per-
mit partially or entirely on land owned by 
the United States, pursuant to subsection (l), 
the head of the applicable Federal land man-
agement agency has signed a decision docu-
ment approving the proposed project; and 

(D) the Administrator or head of the Fed-
eral land management agency, as applicable, 
has provided— 

(i) environmental review and public com-
ment procedures required by subsection (l); 
and 

(ii) a public hearing under that subsection, 
if requested. 

(2) DEADLINE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

grant or deny a Good Samaritan permit by 
not later than— 

(i) the date that is 180 days after the date 
of receipt by the Administrator of an appli-
cation for the Good Samaritan permit that, 
as determined by the Administrator, is com-
plete and meets all applicable requirements 
of subsection (c); or 

(ii) such later date as may be determined 
by the Administrator with notification pro-
vided to the applicant. 

(B) CONSTRUCTIVE DENIAL.—If the Adminis-
trator fails to grant or deny a Good Samari-
tan permit by the applicable deadline de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the application 
shall be considered to be denied. 
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(3) DISCRETIONARY ACTION.—The issuance of 

a permit by the Administrator and the ap-
proval of a project by the head of an applica-
ble Federal land management agency shall 
be considered to be discretionary actions 
taken in the public interest. 

(n) EFFECT OF PERMITS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A Good Samaritan and 

any cooperating person undertaking remedi-
ation activities identified in, carried out 
pursuant to, and in compliance with, a cov-
ered permit— 

(A) shall be considered to be in compliance 
with all requirements (including permitting 
requirements) under the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) (in-
cluding any law or regulation implemented 
by a State or Indian tribe under section 402 
or 404 of that Act (33 U.S.C. 1342, 1344)) and 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) during the term of the 
covered permit, after the termination of the 
Good Samaritan permit, and after declining 
to convert an investigative sampling permit 
into a Good Samaritan permit, as applicable; 

(B) shall not be required to obtain a permit 
under, or to comply with, section 301, 302, 
306, 307, 402, or 404 of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1311, 1312, 1316, 
1317, 1342, 1344), or any State or Tribal stand-
ards or regulations approved by the Adminis-
trator under those sections of that Act, dur-
ing the term of the covered permit, after the 
termination of the Good Samaritan permit, 
and after declining to convert an investiga-
tive sampling permit into a Good Samaritan 
permit, as applicable; and 

(C) shall not be required to obtain any au-
thorizations, licenses, or permits that would 
otherwise not need to be obtained if the re-
mediation was conducted pursuant to section 
121 of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9621). 

(2) UNAUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Any person (including a 

Good Samaritan or any cooperating person) 
that carries out any activity, including ac-
tivities relating to mineral exploration, 
processing, beneficiation, or mining, includ-
ing development, that is not authorized by 
the applicable covered permit shall be sub-
ject to all applicable law. 

(B) LIABILITY.—Any activity not author-
ized by a covered permit, as determined by 
the Administrator, may be subject to liabil-
ity and enforcement under all applicable 
law, including— 

(i) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); and 

(ii) the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(3) NO ENFORCEMENT OR LIABILITY FOR GOOD 
SAMARITANS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraphs 
(D) and (E), a Good Samaritan or cooper-
ating person that is conducting a remedi-
ation activity identified in, pursuant to, and 
in compliance with a covered permit shall 
not be subject to enforcement or liability de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) for— 

(i) any actions undertaken that are author-
ized by the covered permit; or 

(ii) any past, present, or future releases, 
threats of releases, or discharges of haz-
ardous substances, pollutants, or contami-
nants at or from the abandoned hardrock 
mine site that is the subject of the covered 
permit (including any releases, threats of re-
leases, or discharges that occurred prior to 
the grant of the covered permit). 

(B) ENFORCEMENT OR LIABILITY DE-
SCRIBED.—Enforcement or liability referred 
to in subparagraph (A) is enforcement, civil 
or criminal penalties, citizen suits and any 

liabilities for response costs, natural re-
source damage, or contribution under— 

(i) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) (including under 
any law or regulation administered by a 
State or Indian tribe under that Act); or 

(ii) the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(C) DURATION OF APPLICABILITY.—Subpara-
graph (A) shall apply during the term of the 
covered permit, after the termination of the 
Good Samaritan permit, and after declining 
to convert an investigative sampling permit 
into a Good Samaritan permit, as applicable. 

(D) OTHER PARTIES.—Nothing in subpara-
graph (A) limits the liability of any person 
that is not described in that subparagraph. 

(E) DECLINE IN ENVIRONMENTAL CONDI-
TIONS.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if 
a Good Samaritan or cooperating person 
fails to comply with any term, condition, or 
limitation of a covered permit and that fail-
ure results in surface water quality or other 
environmental conditions that the Adminis-
trator determines are measurably worse 
than the baseline conditions as described in 
the permit (in the case of a Good Samaritan 
permit) or the conditions as described pursu-
ant to subsection (d)(3)(B), if applicable (in 
the case of an investigative sampling per-
mit), at the abandoned hardrock mine site, 
the Administrator shall— 

(i) notify the Good Samaritan or cooper-
ating person, as applicable, of the failure to 
comply; and 

(ii) require the Good Samaritan or the co-
operating person, as applicable, to undertake 
reasonable measures, as determined by the 
Administrator, to return surface water qual-
ity or other environmental conditions to 
those conditions. 

(F) FAILURE TO CORRECT.—Subparagraph 
(A) shall not apply to a Good Samaritan or 
cooperating person that fails to take any ac-
tions required under subparagraph (E)(ii) 
within a reasonable period of time, as estab-
lished by the Administrator. 

(G) MINOR OR CORRECTED PERMIT VIOLA-
TIONS.—For purposes of this paragraph, the 
failure to comply with a term, condition, or 
limitation of a Good Samaritan permit or in-
vestigative sampling permit shall not be 
considered a permit violation or noncompli-
ance with that permit if— 

(i) that failure or noncompliance does not 
result in a measurable adverse impact, as de-
termined by the Administrator, on water 
quality or other environmental conditions; 
or 

(ii) the Good Samaritan or cooperating 
person complies with subparagraph (E)(ii). 

(o) PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF ADVERSE 
EVENT.—A Good Samaritan shall notify all 
appropriate Federal, State, Tribal, and local 
entities of any unplanned or previously un-
known release of historic mine residue 
caused by the actions of the Good Samaritan 
or any cooperating person in accordance 
with— 

(1) section 103 of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Li-
ability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9603); 

(2) section 304 of the Emergency Planning 
and Community Right-To-Know Act of 1986 
(42 U.S.C. 11004); 

(3) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

(4) any other applicable provision of Fed-
eral law; and 

(5) any other applicable provision of State, 
Tribal, or local law. 

(p) GRANT ELIGIBILITY.—A remediation 
project conducted under a Good Samaritan 
permit shall be eligible for funding pursuant 
to— 

(1) section 319 of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1329), for activi-

ties that are eligible for funding under that 
section; and 

(2) section 104(k) of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9604(k)), sub-
ject to the condition that the recipient of 
the funding is otherwise eligible under that 
section to receive a grant to assess or reme-
diate contamination at the site covered by 
the Good Samaritan permit. 

(q) EMERGENCY AUTHORITY AND LIABILITY.— 
(1) EMERGENCY AUTHORITY.—Nothing in 

this section affects the authority of— 
(A) the Administrator to take any respon-

sive action authorized by law; or 
(B) a Federal, State, Tribal, or local agen-

cy to carry out any emergency authority, in-
cluding an emergency authority provided 
under Federal, State, Tribal, or local law. 

(2) LIABILITY.—Except as specifically pro-
vided in this division, nothing in this divi-
sion, a Good Samaritan permit, or an inves-
tigative sampling permit limits the liability 
of any person (including a Good Samaritan 
or any cooperating person) under any provi-
sion of law. 

(r) TERMINATION OF GOOD SAMARITAN PER-
MIT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—A Good Samaritan permit 
shall terminate, as applicable— 

(A) on inspection and notice from the Ad-
ministrator to the recipient of the Good Sa-
maritan permit that the permitted work has 
been completed in accordance with the terms 
of the Good Samaritan permit, as deter-
mined by the Administrator; 

(B) if the Administrator terminates a per-
mit under paragraph (4)(B); or 

(C) except as provided in paragraph (2)— 
(i) on the date that is 18 months after the 

date on which the Administrator granted the 
Good Samaritan permit, if the permitted 
work has not commenced by that date; or 

(ii) if the grant of the Good Samaritan per-
mit was the subject of a petition for judicial 
review, on the date that is 18 months after 
the date on which the judicial review, includ-
ing any appeals, has concluded, if the per-
mitted work has not commenced by that 
date. 

(2) EXTENSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Administrator is 

otherwise required to terminate a Good Sa-
maritan permit under paragraph (1)(C), the 
Administrator may grant an extension of the 
Good Samaritan permit. 

(B) LIMITATION.—Any extension granted 
under subparagraph (A) shall be not more 
than 180 days for each extension. 

(3) EFFECT OF TERMINATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the ter-

mination of a Good Samaritan permit under 
paragraph (1), but subject to subparagraph 
(B), the provisions of paragraphs (1) through 
(4) of subsection (n) shall continue to apply 
to the Good Samaritan and any cooperating 
persons after the termination, including to 
any long-term operations and maintenance 
pursuant to the agreement under paragraph 
(5). 

(B) DEGRADATION OF SURFACE WATER QUAL-
ITY.— 

(i) OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO BASELINE 
CONDITIONS.—If, at the time that 1 or more of 
the conditions described in paragraph (1) are 
met but before the Good Samaritan permit is 
terminated, actions by the Good Samaritan 
or cooperating person have caused surface 
water quality at the abandoned hardrock 
mine site to be measurably worse, as deter-
mined by the Administrator, when compared 
to baseline conditions described in the per-
mit, the Administrator shall, before termi-
nating the Good Samaritan permit, provide 
the Good Samaritan or cooperating person, 
as applicable, the opportunity to return sur-
face water quality to those baseline condi-
tions. 
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(ii) EFFECT.—If, pursuant to clause (i), the 

applicable Good Samaritan or cooperating 
person does not return the surface water 
quality at the abandoned hardrock mine site 
to the baseline conditions described in the 
permit, as determined by the Administrator, 
subparagraph (A) shall not apply to the Good 
Samaritan or any cooperating persons. 

(4) UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The recipient of a Good 

Samaritan permit may seek to modify or 
terminate the Good Samaritan permit to 
take into account any event or condition 
that— 

(i) significantly reduces the feasibility or 
significantly increases the cost of com-
pleting the remediation project that is the 
subject of the Good Samaritan permit; 

(ii) was not— 
(I) reasonably contemplated by the recipi-

ent of the Good Samaritan permit; or 
(II) taken into account in the remediation 

plan of the recipient of the Good Samaritan 
permit; and 

(iii) is beyond the control of the recipient 
of the Good Samaritan permit, as deter-
mined by the Administrator. 

(B) TERMINATION.—The Administrator shall 
terminate a Good Samaritan permit if— 

(i) the recipient of the Good Samaritan 
permit seeks termination of the permit 
under subparagraph (A); 

(ii) the factors described in subparagraph 
(A) are satisfied; and 

(iii) the Administrator determines that re-
mediation activities conducted by the Good 
Samaritan or cooperating person pursuant to 
the Good Samaritan permit may result in 
surface water quality conditions, or any 
other environmental conditions, that will be 
worse than the baseline conditions, as de-
scribed in the Good Samaritan permit, as ap-
plicable. 

(5) LONG-TERM OPERATIONS AND MAINTE-
NANCE.—In the case of a project that involves 
long-term operations and maintenance at an 
abandoned hardrock mine site located on 
land owned by the United States, the project 
may be considered complete and the Admin-
istrator, in coordination with the applicable 
Federal land management agency, may ter-
minate the Good Samaritan permit under 
this subsection if the applicable Good Sa-
maritan has entered into an agreement with 
the applicable Federal land management 
agency or a cooperating person for the long- 
term operations and maintenance that in-
cludes sufficient funding for the long-term 
operations and maintenance. 

(s) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Administrator, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary 
of Agriculture, and appropriate State, Trib-
al, and local officials, may promulgate any 
regulations that the Administrator deter-
mines to be necessary to carry out this divi-
sion. 

(2) GUIDANCE IF NO REGULATIONS PROMUL-
GATED.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Administrator does 
not initiate a regulatory process to promul-
gate regulations under paragraph (1) within 
180 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Administrator, in consultation with 
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, and appropriate State, Trib-
al, and local officials, shall issue guidance 
establishing specific requirements that the 
Administrator determines would facilitate 
the implementation of this section. 

(B) PUBLIC COMMENTS.—Before finalizing 
any guidance issued under subparagraph (A), 
the Administrator shall hold a 30-day public 
comment period. 
SEC. 5005. SPECIAL ACCOUNTS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Treasury of the United States a Good 

Samaritan Mine Remediation Fund (referred 
to in this section as a ‘‘Fund’’) for— 

(1) each Federal land management agency 
that authorizes a Good Samaritan to con-
duct a project on Federal land under the ju-
risdiction of that Federal land management 
agency under a Good Samaritan permit; and 

(2) the Environmental Protection Agency. 
(b) DEPOSITS.—Each Fund shall consist of— 
(1) amounts provided in appropriation 

Acts; 
(2) any proceeds from reprocessing depos-

ited under section 5004(f)(4)(B)(iv); 
(3) any financial assurance funds collected 

from an agreement described in section 
5004(m)(1)(A)(vi)(V)(bb); 

(4) any funds collected for long-term oper-
ations and maintenance under an agreement 
under section 5004(r)(5); and 

(5) any amounts donated to the Fund by 
any person. 

(c) UNUSED FUNDS.—Amounts in each Fund 
not currently needed to carry out this divi-
sion shall be maintained as readily available 
or on deposit. 

(d) RETAIN AND USE AUTHORITY.—The Ad-
ministrator and each head of a Federal land 
management agency, as appropriate, may, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
retain and use money deposited in the appli-
cable Fund without fiscal year limitation for 
the purpose of carrying out this division. 
SEC. 5006. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 8 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator, in consultation with the 
heads of Federal land management agencies, 
shall submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure, Energy and Commerce, and 
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report evaluating the Good 
Samaritan pilot program under this division. 

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(1) a description of— 
(A) the number, types, and objectives of 

Good Samaritan permits granted pursuant to 
this division; and 

(B) each remediation project authorized by 
those Good Samaritan permits; 

(2) interim or final qualitative and quan-
titative data on the results achieved under 
the Good Samaritan permits before the date 
of issuance of the report; 

(3) a description of— 
(A) any problems encountered in admin-

istering this division; and 
(B) whether the problems have been or can 

be remedied by administrative action (in-
cluding amendments to existing law); 

(4) a description of progress made in 
achieving the purposes of this division; and 

(5) recommendations on whether the Good 
Samaritan pilot program under this division 
should be continued, including a description 
of any modifications (including amendments 
to existing law) required to continue admin-
istering this division. 

SA 2965. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 10lll. DESIGNATION OF CERRO DE LA 

OLLA WILDERNESS. 
(a) DESIGNATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1202 of the John 
D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, 
and Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Pub-
lic Law 116–9; 133 Stat. 651) is amended— 

(A) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘CERRO DEL YUTA AND RÍO SAN ANTONIO’’ and 
inserting ‘‘RÍO GRANDE DEL NORTE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT’’; 

(B) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph 
(1) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) MAP.—The term ‘map’ means— 
‘‘(A) for purposes of subparagraphs (A) and 

(B) of subsection (b)(1), the map entitled ‘Rı́o 
Grande del Norte National Monument Pro-
posed Wilderness Areas’ and dated July 28, 
2015; and 

‘‘(B) for purposes of subsection (b)(1)(C), 
the map entitled ‘Proposed Cerro de la Olla 
Wilderness and Rı́o Grande del Norte Na-
tional Monument Boundary’ and dated June 
30, 2022.’’; and 

(C) in subsection (b)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end 

the following: 
‘‘(C) CERRO DE LA OLLA WILDERNESS.—Cer-

tain Federal land administered by the Bu-
reau of Land Management in Taos County, 
New Mexico, comprising approximately 
12,898 acres as generally depicted on the map, 
which shall be known as the ‘Cerro de la Olla 
Wilderness’.’’; 

(ii) in paragraph (4), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘this 
Act’’ and inserting ‘‘this Act (including a re-
serve common grazing allotment)’’; 

(iii) in paragraph (7)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘map and’’ each place it ap-

pears and inserting ‘‘maps and’’; and 
(II) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the 

legal description and map’’ and inserting 
‘‘the maps or legal descriptions’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(12) WILDLIFE WATER DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECTS IN CERRO DE LA OLLA WILDERNESS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B) and in accordance with section 4(c) of the 
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(c)), the Sec-
retary may authorize the maintenance of 
any structure or facility in existence on the 
date of enactment of this paragraph for wild-
life water development projects (including 
guzzlers) in the Cerro de la Olla Wilderness 
if, as determined by the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) the structure or facility would enhance 
wilderness values by promoting healthy, via-
ble, and more naturally distributed wildlife 
populations; and 

‘‘(ii) the visual impacts of the structure or 
facility on the Cerro de la Olla Wilderness 
can reasonably be minimized. 

‘‘(B) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this paragraph, the Secretary shall enter 
into a cooperative agreement with the State 
of New Mexico that specifies, subject to sec-
tion 4(c) of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 
1133(c)), the terms and conditions under 
which wildlife management activities in the 
Cerro de la Olla Wilderness may be carried 
out.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents for the John D. Dingell, Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recreation Act 
(Public Law 116–9; 133 Stat. 581) is amended 
by striking the item relating to section 1202 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘Sec. 1202. Rı́o Grande del Norte National 
Monument Wilderness Areas.’’. 

(b) RÍO GRANDE DEL NORTE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.—The 
boundary of the Rı́o Grande del Norte Na-
tional Monument in the State of New Mexico 
is modified, as depicted on the map entitled 
‘‘Proposed Cerro de la Olla Wilderness and 
Rı́o Grande del Norte National Monument 
Boundary’’ and dated June 30, 2022. 
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SA 2966. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 10lll. WITHDRAWAL OF CERTAIN BUREAU 

OF LAND MANAGEMENT LAND. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, the Federal land described in sub-
section (b) is withdrawn from all forms of— 

(1) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(2) disposition under the mineral leasing, 
mineral materials, and geothermal leasing 
laws. 

(b) DESCRIPTION.—The Federal land re-
ferred to in subsections (a) and (c) is the ap-
proximately 4,288 acres of land administered 
by the Director of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and generally depicted as ‘‘Tract 
A’’, ‘‘Tract B’’, ‘‘Tract C’’, and ‘‘Tract D’’ on 
the map entitled ‘‘Placitas, New Mexico Area 
Map’’ and dated November 13, 2019. 

(c) SURFACE ESTATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the reservation 

of the mineral estate under paragraph (2), 
nothing in this section prohibits the Sec-
retary of the Interior from conveying the 
surface estate of the Federal land described 
in subsection (b) in accordance with— 

(A) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or 

(B) the Act of June 14, 1926 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Recreation and Public Pur-
poses Act’’) (43 U.S.C. 869 et seq.). 

(2) MINERAL ESTATE.—Any conveyance of 
the surface estate of the Federal land de-
scribed in subsection (b) shall require a res-
ervation of the mineral estate to the United 
States. 

SA 2967. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. DESIGNATION OF WILD AND SCENIC 

RIVERS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED SEGMENT.—The term ‘‘covered 

segment’’ means a river segment designated 
by paragraph (233) of section 3(a) of the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)) (as 
added by subsection (b)). 

(2) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ means— 

(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to a covered segment under the juris-
diction of the Secretary of the Interior; and 

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to a covered segment under the juris-
diction of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 
State of New Mexico. 

(b) DESIGNATION OF SEGMENTS.—Section 
3(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 
U.S.C. 1274(a)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(233) GILA RIVER SYSTEM, NEW MEXICO.— 
The following segments of the Gila River 
system in Las Animas Creek, Holden Prong, 
and McKnight Canyon in the State of New 
Mexico, to be administered by the Secretary 
concerned (as defined in section 1095(a) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2025) in the following classifica-
tions: 

‘‘(A) APACHE CREEK.—The approximately 
10.5-mile segment, as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Apache Creek’ and dated 
April 30, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(B) BLACK CANYON CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The 11.8-mile segment, as generally de-

picted on the map entitled ‘Black Canyon 
Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a wild 
river. 

‘‘(ii) The 0.6-mile segment, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘Black Canyon 
Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a rec-
reational river. 

‘‘(iii) The 1.9-mile segment, as generally 
depicted on the map entitled ‘Black Canyon 
Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a rec-
reational river. 

‘‘(iv) The 11-mile segment, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘Black Canyon 
Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a wild 
river. 

‘‘(C) DIAMOND CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 13.3-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Diamond Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a wild river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 4.7-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Diamond Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a wild river. 

‘‘(iii) The approximately 3.1-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Diamond Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(iv) The approximately 1.6-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Diamond Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(v) The approximately 4.1-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Diamond Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a wild river. 

‘‘(D) SOUTH DIAMOND CREEK.—The approxi-
mately 16.1-mile segment, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘South Diamond 
Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as a wild 
river. 

‘‘(E) GILA RIVER.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 34.9-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a wild 
river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 2.5-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a rec-
reational river. 

‘‘(iii) The approximately 3-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a wild 
river. 

‘‘(F) GILA RIVER, EAST FORK.—The approxi-
mately 10.3-mile segment, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘East Fork Gila 
River’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a wild 
river. 

‘‘(G) GILA RIVER, LOWER BOX.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 3.1-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Lower Box’ and dated April 21, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 6.1-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Lower Box’ and dated April 21, 
2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(H) GILA RIVER, MIDDLE BOX.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 0.6-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Middle Box’ and dated April 30, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 0.4-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Middle Box’’ and dated April 30, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(iii) The approximately 0.3-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Middle Box’ and dated April 30, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(iv) The approximately 0.3-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Middle Box’ and dated April 30, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(v) The approximately 1.6-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Middle Box’ and dated April 30, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(vi) The approximately 9.8-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Gila River, Middle Box’ and dated April 30, 
2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(I) GILA RIVER, MIDDLE FORK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 1.2-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Middle Fork Gila River’ and dated May 1, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 35.5-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Middle Fork Gila River’ and dated May 1, 
2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(J) GILA RIVER, WEST FORK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 30.6-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘West Fork Gila River’ and dated May 1, 2020, 
as a wild river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 4-mile segment, as 
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘West 
Fork Gila River’ and dated May 1, 2020, as a 
recreational river. 

‘‘(K) GILITA CREEK.—The approximately 
6.4-mile segment, as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Gilita Creek’ and dated 
March 4, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(L) HOLDEN PRONG.—The approximately 
7.3-mile segment, as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Holden Prong’ and dated 
March 27, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(M) INDIAN CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 5-mile segment, as 

generally depicted on the map entitled ‘In-
dian Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as a 
recreational river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 9.5-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Indian Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as a 
wild river. 

‘‘(N) IRON CREEK.—The approximately 13.2- 
mile segment, as generally depicted on the 
map entitled ‘Iron Creek’ and dated March 4, 
2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(O) LAS ANIMAS CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 5.3-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Las Animas Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, 
as a wild river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 2.3-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Las Animas Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, 
as a scenic river. 

‘‘(P) LITTLE CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 0.3-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Little Creek’ and dated May 1, 2020, as a rec-
reational river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 18.3-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Little Creek’ and dated May 1, 2020, as a 
wild river. 

‘‘(Q) MCKNIGHT CANYON.—The approxi-
mately 10.3-mile segment, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘McKnight Can-
yon’ and dated March 4, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(R) MINERAL CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 8.3-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a wild river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 0.5-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
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‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(iii) The approximately 0.5-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(iv) The approximately 0.1-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(v) The approximately 0.03-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(vi) The approximately 0.02-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(vii) The approximately 0.6-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(viii) The approximately 0.1-mile seg-
ment, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 
2020, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(ix) The approximately 0.03-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(x) The approximately 0.7-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Mineral Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(S) MOGOLLON CREEK.—The approximately 
15.8-mile segment, as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Mogollon Creek’ and dated 
April 2, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(T) WEST FORK MOGOLLON CREEK.—The ap-
proximately 8.5-mile segment, as generally 
depicted on the map entitled ‘West Fork 
Mogollon Creek’ and dated March 4, 2020, as 
a wild river. 

‘‘(U) MULE CREEK.—The approximately 4.3- 
mile segment, as generally depicted on the 
map entitled ‘Mule Creek’ and dated March 
4, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(V) SAN FRANCISCO RIVER, DEVIL’S 
CREEK.— 

‘‘(i) The approximately 1.8-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘San Francisco River, Devil’s Creek’ and 
dated October 29, 2021, as a scenic river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 6.4-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘San Francisco River, Devil’s Creek’ and 
dated October 29, 2021, as a scenic river. 

‘‘(iii) The approximately 6.1-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘San Francisco River, Devil’s Creek’ and 
dated October 29, 2021, as a scenic river. 

‘‘(iv) The approximately 1.2-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘San Francisco River, Devil’s Creek’ and 
dated October 29, 2021, as a recreational 
river. 

‘‘(v) The approximately 5.9-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘San Francisco River, Devil’s Creek’ and 
dated October 29, 2021, as a recreational 
river. 

‘‘(W) SAN FRANCISCO RIVER, LOWER SAN 
FRANCISCO RIVER CANYON.— 

‘‘(i) The approximately 1.8-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘San Francisco River, Lower San Francisco 
River Canyon’ and dated March 27, 2020, as a 
wild river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 0.6-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘San Francisco River, Lower San Francisco 
River Canyon’ and dated March 27, 2020, as a 
recreational river. 

‘‘(iii) The approximately 14.6-mile seg-
ment, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘San Francisco River, Lower San Fran-
cisco River Canyon’ and dated March 27, 2020, 
as a wild river. 

‘‘(X) SAN FRANCISCO RIVER, UPPER FRISCO 
BOX.—The approximately 6-mile segment, as 
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘San 
Francisco River, Upper Frisco Box’ and 
dated March 4, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(Y) SAPILLO CREEK.—The approximately 
7.2-mile segment, as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Sapillo Creek’ and dated 
March 27, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(Z) SPRUCE CREEK.—The approximately 
3.7-mile segment, as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Spruce Creek’ and dated 
March 4, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(AA) TAYLOR CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 0.4-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Taylor Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a 
scenic river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 6.1-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Taylor Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a 
wild river. 

‘‘(iii) The approximately 6.7-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Taylor Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a 
wild river. 

‘‘(BB) TURKEY CREEK.—The approximately 
17.1-mile segment, as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Turkey Creek’ and dated 
April 30, 2020, as a wild river. 

‘‘(CC) WHITEWATER CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 13.5-mile segment, 

as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Whitewater Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, 
as a wild river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 1.1-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Whitewater Creek’ and dated March 27, 2020, 
as a recreational river. 

‘‘(DD) WILLOW CREEK.— 
‘‘(i) The approximately 3-mile segment, as 

generally depicted on the map entitled ‘Wil-
low Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a rec-
reational river. 

‘‘(ii) The approximately 2.9-mile segment, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Willow Creek’ and dated April 30, 2020, as a 
recreational river.’’. 

(c) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing 
rights, all Federal land within the boundary 
of a covered segment is withdrawn from all 
forms of— 

(1) entry, appropriation, or disposal under 
the public land laws; 

(2) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(3) disposition under all laws pertaining to 
mineral and geothermal leasing or mineral 
materials. 

(d) MAPS; LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary concerned shall prepare maps and 
legal descriptions of the covered segments. 

(2) FORCE OF LAW.—The maps and legal de-
scriptions prepared under paragraph (1) shall 
have the same force and effect as if included 
in this section, except that the Secretary 
concerned may correct minor errors in the 
maps and legal descriptions. 

(3) AVAILABILITY.—The map and legal de-
scription prepared under paragraph (1) shall 
be on file and available for public inspection 
in the appropriate offices of the Forest Serv-
ice, the Bureau of Land Management, and 
the National Park Service. 

(e) COMPREHENSIVE RIVER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN.—The Secretary concerned shall pre-
pare the comprehensive management plan 
for the covered segments pursuant to section 
3(d) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 
U.S.C. 1274(d)) after consulting with Tribal 
governments, applicable political subdivi-
sions of the State, and interested members of 
the public. 

(f) INCORPORATION OF ACQUIRED LAND AND 
INTERESTS IN LAND.—If the United States ac-
quires any non-Federal land within or adja-

cent to a covered segment, the acquired land 
shall be incorporated in, and be administered 
as part of, the applicable covered segment. 

(g) EFFECT OF SECTION.— 
(1) EFFECT ON RIGHTS.—In accordance with 

section 12(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1283(b)), nothing in this sec-
tion or an amendment made by this section 
abrogates any existing rights of, privilege of, 
or contract held by any person, including 
any right, privilege, or contract that affects 
Federal land or private land, without the 
consent of the person, including— 

(A) grazing permits or leases; 
(B) existing water rights, including the ju-

risdiction of the State in administering 
water rights; 

(C) existing points of diversion, including 
maintenance, repair, or replacement; 

(D) existing water distribution infrastruc-
ture, including maintenance, repair, or re-
placement; and 

(E) valid existing rights for mining and 
mineral leases. 

(2) MINING ACTIVITIES.—The designation of 
a covered segment by subparagraph (G) or 
(H) of paragraph (233) of section 3(a) of the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)) 
(as added by subsection (b)) shall not— 

(A) limit the licensing, development, oper-
ation, or maintenance of mining activities or 
mineral processing facilities outside the 
boundaries of the applicable covered seg-
ment; or 

(B) affect any rights, obligations, privi-
leges, or benefits granted under any permit 
or approval with respect to such mining ac-
tivities or mineral processing facilities. 

(3) CONDEMNATION.—No land or interest in 
land shall be acquired under this section or 
an amendment made by this section without 
the consent of the owner. 

(4) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.—Nothing 
in this section amends or otherwise affects 
the Arizona Water Settlements Act (Public 
Law 108–451; 118 Stat. 3478). 

(5) NATIVE FISH HABITAT RESTORATION.— 
(A) EXISTING PROJECTS.—Nothing in this 

section or an amendment made by this sec-
tion affects the authority of the Secretary 
concerned or the State to operate, maintain, 
replace, or improve a native fish habitat res-
toration project (including fish barriers) in 
existence as of the date of enactment of this 
Act within a covered segment. 

(B) NEW PROJECTS.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 7 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 
U.S.C. 1278), the Secretary concerned may 
authorize the construction of a native fish 
habitat restoration project (including any 
necessary fish barriers) within a covered seg-
ment if the project— 

(i) would enhance the recovery of a species 
listed as threatened or endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), a sensitive species, or a species 
of greatest conservation need, including the 
Gila Trout (Oncorhynchus gilae); and 

(ii) would not unreasonably diminish the 
free-flowing nature or outstandingly re-
markable values of the covered segment. 

(C) PROJECTS WITHIN WILDERNESS AREAS.—A 
native fish habitat restoration project (in-
cluding fish barriers) located within an area 
designated as a component of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System shall be 
constructed consistent with— 

(i) the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et 
seq.); and 

(ii) the applicable wilderness management 
plan. 

(6) STATE LAND JURISDICTION.—Nothing in 
this section or an amendment made by this 
section affects the jurisdiction of land under 
the jurisdiction of the State, including land 
under the jurisdiction of the New Mexico 
State Land Office and the New Mexico De-
partment of Game and Fish. 
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(7) FISH AND WILDLIFE.—Nothing in this 

section or an amendment made by this sec-
tion affects the jurisdiction of the State with 
respect to fish and wildlife in the State. 

(8) TREATY RIGHTS.—Nothing in this sec-
tion or an amendment made by this section 
alters, modifies, diminishes, or extinguishes 
the reserved treaty rights of any Indian 
Tribe with respect to hunting, fishing, gath-
ering, and cultural or religious rights in the 
vicinity of a covered segment as protected by 
a treaty. 

SEC. 1096. MODIFICATION OF BOUNDARIES OF 
GILA CLIFF DWELLINGS NATIONAL 
MONUMENT AND GILA NATIONAL 
FOREST. 

(a) TRANSFER OF ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDIC-
TION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Administrative jurisdic-
tion over the land described in paragraph (2) 
is transferred from the Secretary of Agri-
culture to the Secretary of the Interior. 

(2) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) is the approxi-
mately 440 acres of land identified as ‘‘Trans-
fer from USDA Forest Service to National 
Park Service’’ on the map entitled ‘‘Gila 
Cliff Dwellings National Monument Proposed 
Boundary Adjustment’’ and dated March 
2020. 

(b) BOUNDARY MODIFICATIONS.— 
(1) GILA CLIFF DWELLINGS NATIONAL MONU-

MENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The boundary of the Gila 

Cliff Dwellings National Monument is re-
vised to incorporate the land transferred to 
the Secretary of the Interior under sub-
section (a)(1). 

(B) MAP.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Inte-

rior shall prepare and keep on file for public 
inspection in the appropriate office of the 
National Park Service a map and a legal de-
scription of the revised boundary of the Gila 
Cliff Dwellings National Monument. 

(ii) EFFECT.—The map and legal descrip-
tion under clause (i) shall have the same 
force and effect as if included in this section, 
except that the Secretary of the Interior 
may correct minor errors in the map and 
legal description. 

(2) GILA NATIONAL FOREST.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The boundary of the Gila 

National Forest is modified to exclude the 
land transferred to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior under subsection (a)(1). 

(B) MAP.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-

culture shall prepare and keep on file for 
public inspection in the appropriate office of 
the Forest Service a map and a legal descrip-
tion of the revised boundary of the Gila Na-
tional Forest. 

(ii) EFFECT.—The map and legal descrip-
tion under clause (i) shall have the same 
force and effect as if included in this section, 
except that the Secretary of Agriculture 
may correct minor errors in the map and 
legal description. 

SA 2968. Mr. HEINRICH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 

SEC. 1095. WITHDRAWAL OF FEDERAL LAND IN 
PECOS WATERSHED AREA, NEW 
MEXICO. 

(a) DEFINITION OF FEDERAL LAND.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘Federal land’’ means the 
Federal land depicted as ‘‘Pecos With-
drawal’’ on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Min-
eral Withdrawal Legislative Map’’ and dated 
September 11, 2023. 

(b) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid rights 
in existence on the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Federal land is withdrawn from all 
forms of— 

(1) entry, appropriation, or disposal under 
the public land laws; 

(2) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(3) disposition under all laws pertaining to 
mineral and geothermal leasing or mineral 
materials. 
SEC. 1096. DESIGNATION OF THOMPSON PEAK 

WILDERNESS AREA, NEW MEXICO. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Agriculture. 
(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 

State of New Mexico. 
(3) WILDERNESS AREA.—The term ‘‘wilder-

ness area’’ means the Thompson Peak Wil-
derness Area designated by subsection (b). 

(b) DESIGNATION.—In accordance with the 
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), the 
approximately 11,599 acres of land managed 
by the Forest Service in the State, as gen-
erally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Pro-
posed Mineral Withdrawal Legislative Map’’ 
and dated September 11, 2023, is designated 
as a wilderness area and as a component of 
the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem, to be known as the ‘‘Thompson Peak 
Wilderness Area’’. 

(c) MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall file a map and legal descrip-
tion of the wilderness area with— 

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) EFFECT.—The map and legal description 
filed under paragraph (1) shall have the same 
force and effect as if included in this section, 
except that the Secretary may correct cler-
ical and typographical errors in the map and 
legal description. 

(3) AVAILABILITY.—The map and legal de-
scription filed under paragraph (1) shall be 
on file and available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Chief of the Forest Service. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, the wilderness area shall be adminis-
tered by the Secretary in accordance with 
the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), 
except that any reference in that Act to the 
effective date of that Act shall be considered 
to be a reference to the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

(2) ADJACENT MANAGEMENT.— 
(A) NO PROTECTIVE PERIMETERS OR BUFFER 

ZONES.—Congress does not intend for the des-
ignation of the wilderness area to create a 
protective perimeter or buffer zone around 
the wilderness area. 

(B) NONWILDERNESS ACTIVITIES.—The fact 
that nonwilderness activities or uses outside 
of the wilderness area can be seen or heard 
from an area within the wilderness area shall 
not preclude the conduct of the nonwilder-
ness activities or uses outside the boundaries 
of the wilderness area. 

(3) FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT.—In ac-
cordance with section 4(d)(7) of the Wilder-
ness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(d)(7)), nothing in this 
section affects the jurisdiction or respon-
sibilities of the State with respect to fish 
and wildlife management in the wilderness 

area (including the regulation of hunting, 
fishing, and trapping). 

(4) GRAZING.—The Secretary shall allow 
the continuation of the grazing of livestock 
in the wilderness area, if established before 
the date of enactment of this Act, in accord-
ance with— 

(A) section 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act (16 
U.S.C. 1133(d)(4)); and 

(B) the guidelines set forth in Appendix A 
of the report of the Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives accompanying H.R. 2570 of the 
101st Congress (H. Rept. 101–405). 

(5) WILDFIRE, INSECT, AND DISEASE CON-
TROL.—The Secretary may carry out meas-
ures in the wilderness area that the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary to control 
fire, insects, or diseases, in accordance with 
section 4(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act (16 
U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)). 

(e) INCORPORATION OF ACQUIRED LAND AND 
INTERESTS IN LAND.—Any land or interest in 
land within the boundaries of the wilderness 
area that is acquired by the United States 
after the date of enactment of this Act shall 
be added to and administered as part of the 
wilderness area. 

(f) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing 
rights, the wilderness area is withdrawn 
from— 

(1) entry, appropriation, or disposal under 
the public land laws; 

(2) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(3) disposition under all laws relating to 
mineral and geothermal leasing or mineral 
materials. 

SA 2969. Mr. DURBIN (for himself 
and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C in title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 324. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE FOR ASSESS-

ING PERFLUOROALKYL AND 
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES IN 
WATER SOURCES AND 
PERFLUOROALKYL AND 
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCE RE-
MEDIATION SOLUTIONS. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to dedicate resources to advancing, and ex-
panding access to, perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance detection and re-
mediation science, research, and tech-
nologies through the establishment of Cen-
ters of Excellence for Assessing 
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Sub-
stances in Water Sources and Perfluoroalkyl 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation 
Solutions. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall— 
(A) select from among the applications 

submitted under paragraph (2)(A) an eligible 
research university, an eligible rural univer-
sity, and a National Laboratory applying 
jointly for the establishment of centers, to 
be known as the ‘‘Centers of Excellence for 
Assessing Perfluoroalkyl and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Water 
Sources and Perfluoroalkyl and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation So-
lutions’’, which shall be a tri-institutional 
collaboration between the eligible research 
university, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory co-applicants (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Centers’’); and 
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(B) guide the eligible research university, 

eligible rural university, and National Lab-
oratory in the establishment of the Centers. 

(2) APPLICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible research uni-

versity, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory desiring to establish the 
Centers shall jointly submit to the Adminis-
trator an application at such time, in such 
manner, and containing such information as 
the Administrator may require. 

(B) CRITERIA.—In evaluating applications 
submitted under subparagraph (A), the Ad-
ministrator shall only consider applications 
that— 

(i) include evidence of an existing partner-
ship between not fewer than two of the co- 
applicants that is dedicated to supporting 
and expanding shared scientific goals with a 
clear pathway to collaborating on furthering 
science and research relating to 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances; 

(ii) demonstrate a history of collaboration 
between not fewer than two of the co-appli-
cants on the advancement of shared research 
capabilities, including instrumentation and 
research infrastructure relating to 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances; 

(iii) indicate that the co-applicants have 
the capacity to expand education and re-
search opportunities for undergraduate and 
graduate students to prepare a generation of 
experts in sciences relating to perfluoroalkyl 
or polyfluoroalkyl substances; 

(iv) demonstrate that the National Labora-
tory co-applicant is equipped to scale up 
newly discovered materials and methods for 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance 
detection and perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance removal processes 
for low-risk, cost-effective, and validated 
commercialization; and 

(v) identify one or more staff members of 
each co-applicant who— 

(I) have expertise in sciences relevant to 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance 
detection and remediation; and 

(II) have been jointly selected, and will be 
jointly appointed, by the co-applicants to 
lead and carry out the purposes of the Cen-
ters. 

(3) TIMING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Centers shall be established not later 
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(B) DELAY.—If the Administrator deter-
mines that a delay in the establishment of 
the Centers is necessary, the Adminis-
trator— 

(i) not later than the date specified in sub-
paragraph (A), shall submit a notification to 
the appropriate committees of Congress ex-
plaining the necessity of the delay; and 

(ii) shall ensure that the Centers are estab-
lished not later than three years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(4) COORDINATION.—The Administrator 
shall carry out paragraph (1) in coordination 
with other relevant officials of the Federal 
Government as the Administrator deter-
mines appropriate. 

(c) DUTIES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE CEN-
TERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Centers shall develop 
and maintain— 

(A) capabilities for measuring 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance 
contamination in drinking water, ground 
water, and any other relevant environ-
mental, municipal, industrial, or residential 
water samples using methods certified by the 
Environmental Protection Agency; and 

(B) capabilities for— 

(i) evaluating emerging perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance removal and de-
struction technologies and methods; and 

(ii) benchmarking those technologies and 
methods relative to existing technologies 
and methods. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out para-

graph (1), the Centers shall, at a minimum— 
(i) develop instruments and personnel ca-

pable of analyzing perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination in 
water using— 

(I) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document 
entitled ‘‘Method 533: Determination of Per- 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Drinking 
Water by Isotope Dilution Anion Exchange 
Solid Phase Extraction and Liquid Chroma-
tography/Tandem mass Spectrometry’’ (com-
monly known as ‘‘EPA Method 533’’); 

(II) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document 
entitled ‘‘Method 537.1: Determination of Se-
lected Per- and Polyfluorinated Alkyl Sub-
stances in Drinking Water by Solid Phase 
Extraction and Liquid Chromatography/Tan-
dem Mass Spectrometry (LC/MS/MS)’’ (com-
monly known as ‘‘EPA Method 537.1’’); 

(III) any updated or future method devel-
oped by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy; and 

(IV) any other method the Administrator 
considers relevant; 

(ii) develop and maintain capabilities for 
evaluating the removal of perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substances from water using 
newly developed adsorbents or membranes; 

(iii) develop and maintain capabilities to 
evaluate the degradation of perfluoroalkyl 
or polyfluoroalkyl substances in water or 
other media; 

(iv) make the capabilities and instruments 
developed under clauses (i) through (iii) 
available to researchers throughout the re-
gions in which the Centers are located; and 

(v) make reliable perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance measurement ca-
pabilities and instruments available to mu-
nicipalities and individuals in the regions in 
which the Centers are located at reasonable 
cost. 

(B) OPEN-ACCESS RESEARCH.—The Centers 
shall provide open access to the research 
findings of the Centers. 

(d) COORDINATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL 
AGENCIES.—The Administrator may, as the 
Administrator determines to be necessary, 
use staff and other resources from other Fed-
eral agencies in carrying out this section. 

(e) REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF CEN-

TERS.—Not later than one year after the date 
of the establishment of the Centers under 
subsection (b), the Administrator, in coordi-
nation with the Centers, shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
describing— 

(A) the establishment of the Centers; and 
(B) the activities of the Centers since the 

date on which the Centers were established. 
(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one 

year after the date on which the report under 
paragraph (1) is submitted, and annually 
thereafter until the date on which the Cen-
ters are terminated under subsection (f), the 
Administrator, in coordination with the Cen-
ters, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report describing— 

(A) the activities of the Centers during the 
year covered by the report; and 

(B) any policy, research, or funding rec-
ommendations relating to the purposes or 
activities of the Centers. 

(f) TERMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Centers shall terminate on October 1, 
2034. 

(2) EXTENSION.—If the Administrator, in 
consultation with the Centers, determines 
that the continued operation of the Centers 
beyond the date described in paragraph (1) is 
necessary to advance science and tech-
nologies to address perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination— 

(A) the Administrator shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress— 

(i) a notification of that determination; 
and 

(ii) a description of the funding necessary 
for the Centers to continue in operation and 
fulfill their purpose; and 

(B) subject to the availability of funds, 
may extend the duration of the Centers for 
such time as the Administrator determines 
to be appropriate. 

(g) FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts author-

ized to be appropriated to the Department of 
Defense for fiscal year 2025 for the Strategic 
Environmental Research and Development 
Program and the Environmental Security 
Technology Certification Program of the De-
partment of Defense, $25,000,000 shall be 
made available to the Administrator to 
carry out this section. 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts 
made available under paragraph (1) shall re-
main available to the Administrator for the 
purposes specified in that paragraph until 
September 30, 2033. 

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more than 
four percent of the amounts made available 
to the Administrator under paragraph (1) 
shall be used for the administrative costs of 
carrying out this section. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term the ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

(3) ELIGIBLE RESEARCH UNIVERSITY.—The 
term ‘‘eligible research university’’ means 
an institution of higher education that— 

(A) has annual research expenditures of 
not less than $750,000,000; and 

(B) is located near a population center of 
not fewer than 5,000,000 individuals. 

(4) ELIGIBLE RURAL UNIVERSITY.—The term 
‘‘eligible rural university’’ means an institu-
tion of higher education that is— 

(A) located in one of the five States with 
the lowest population density as determined 
by data from the most recent census; 

(B) a member of the National Security In-
novation Network in the Rocky Mountain 
Region; and 

(C) in proximity to the geographic center 
of the United States, as determined by the 
Administrator. 

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1001(a)). 

(6) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801). 

(7) PERFLUOROALKYL OR POLYFLUOROALKYL 
SUBSTANCE.—The term ‘‘perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance’’ means a sub-
stance that is a perfluoroalkyl substance or 
a polyfluoroalkyl substance (as those terms 
are defined in section 7331(2)(B) of the PFAS 
Act of 2019 (15 U.S.C. 8931(2)(B))), including a 
mixture of those substances. 
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SA 2970. Mr. DURBIN submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. IMPACT AID ELIGIBILITY FOR CER-

TAIN LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CIES. 

(a) CERTAIN HEAVILY IMPACTED LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCIES.—Section 7003(b)(2) of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7703(b)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)(i)(IV)(aa), by strik-
ing ‘‘35’’ and inserting ‘‘20’’; and 

(2) in the matter preceding item (aa) of 
subparagraph (D)(i)(II), by striking ‘‘35’’ and 
inserting ‘‘20’’. 

(b) AGENCIES AFFECTED BY PRIVATIZATION 
OR CLOSURE OF MILITARY HOUSING.—Section 
7003(b)(2)(G) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7703(b)(2)(G)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘clause (iii)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘clause (iv)’’; 

(2) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv); and 

(3) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(iii) SPECIAL RULE.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this section, a local edu-
cational agency that was eligible for, and re-
ceived, a basic support payment under this 
paragraph for fiscal year 2024 through the ap-
plication of clause (i) shall remain eligible 
for a basic support payment under this para-
graph for fiscal year 2025 and any succeeding 
fiscal year. The amount of a payment under 
this clause shall be calculated in accordance 
with clause (ii).’’. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF WEIGHTED STUDENT 
UNITS FOR PURPOSES OF THE FEDERAL IMPACT 
AID PROGRAM.—Section 7003(a)(2)(C)(ii) of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7703(a)(2)(C)(ii)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘100,000’’ and inserting ‘‘85,000’’. 

SA 2971. Mr. DURBIN (for himself, 
Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. KING) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title X, add the following: 
Subtitle I—Keep STEM Talent Act 

SEC. 1096. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Keep 

STEM Talent Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 1097. VISA REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) GRADUATE DEGREE VISA REQUIRE-
MENTS.—To be approved for or maintain non-
immigrant status under section 101(a)(15)(F) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)), a student seeking to 
pursue an advanced degree in a STEM field 
(as defined in section 201(b)(1)(F)(ii) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)(F)(ii))) (as amended by section 
1098(a) of this Act) for a degree at the mas-
ter’s level or higher at a United States insti-
tution of higher education (as defined in sec-

tion 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)) must apply for a non-
immigrant visa and admission, or must 
apply to change or extend nonimmigrant sta-
tus and have such application approved, 
prior to beginning such advanced degree pro-
gram. 

(b) STRENGTHENED VETTING PROCESS.—The 
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall establish procedures to 
ensure that aliens described in subsection (a) 
are admissible pursuant to section 
212(a)(3)(A) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(A)). Such proce-
dures shall ensure that such aliens seeking 
change or extension of nonimmigrant status 
from within the United States undergo 
verification of academic credentials, com-
prehensive background checks, and inter-
views in a manner equivalent to that of an 
alien seeking a nonimmigrant visa and ad-
mission from outside the United States. To 
the greatest extent practicable, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall also take steps to en-
sure that such applications for a non-
immigrant visa and admission, or change or 
extension of nonimmigrant status, are proc-
essed in a timely manner to allow the pur-
suit of graduate education. No court shall 
have jurisdiction to review the denial of an 
application for change or extension of non-
immigrant status filed by an alien described 
in subsection (a). 

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit an annual re-
port to the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives detailing 
the implementation and effectiveness of the 
requirement for foreign graduate students 
pursuing advanced degrees in STEM fields to 
seek a nonimmigrant visa and admission, or 
change or extension of nonimmigrant status, 
prior to pursuing a graduate degree program. 
The report shall include data on visa applica-
tion volumes, processing times, security out-
comes, and economic impacts. 
SEC. 1098. LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT STA-

TUS FOR CERTAIN ADVANCED STEM 
DEGREE HOLDERS. 

(a) ALIENS NOT SUBJECT TO DIRECT NUMER-
ICAL LIMITATIONS.—Section 201(b)(1) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(F)(i) Aliens who— 
‘‘(I) have earned a degree in a STEM field 

at the master’s level or higher, while phys-
ically present in the United States from a 
United States institution of higher edu-
cation (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a))) accredited by an accrediting entity 
recognized by the Department of Education; 

‘‘(II) have an offer of employment from, or 
are employed by, a United States employer 
to perform work that is directly related to 
such degree at a rate of pay that is higher 
than the median wage level for the occupa-
tional classification in the area of employ-
ment, as determined by the Secretary of 
Labor; 

‘‘(III) have an approved labor certification 
under section 212(a)(5)(A)(i); or 

‘‘(IV) are the spouses and children of aliens 
described in subclauses (I) through (III) who 
are accompanying or following to join such 
aliens. 

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘STEM 
field’ means a field of science, technology, 
engineering, or mathematics described in the 
most recent version of the Classification of 
Instructional Programs of the Department of 
Education taxonomy under the summary 
group of— 

‘‘(I) computer and information sciences 
and support services; 

‘‘(II) engineering; 
‘‘(III) mathematics and statistics; 
‘‘(IV) biological and biomedical sciences; 
‘‘(V) physical sciences; 
‘‘(VI) agriculture sciences; or 
‘‘(VII) natural resources and conservation 

sciences. 
‘‘(iii) The Secretary of Homeland Security 

has the sole and unreviewable discretion to 
determine whether an alien’s degree or de-
gree program is in a STEM field.’’. 

(b) PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING IMMIGRATION 
STATUS.—Section 204(a)(1)(F) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1154(a)(1)(F)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘203(b)(2)’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘203(b)(2), 203(b)(3), or 
201(b)(1)(F) may file a petition with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security’’. 

(c) LABOR CERTIFICATION.—Section 
212(a)(5)(D) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)(D)) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘section 201(b)(1)(F) or under’’ 
after ‘‘adjustment of status under’’. 

(d) DUAL INTENT FOR NONIMMIGRANTS SEEK-
ING ADVANCED STEM DEGREES AT UNITED 
STATES INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.—Notwithstanding sections 
101(a)(15)(F)(i) and 214(b) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)(i) 
and 1184(b)), an alien who is a bona fide stu-
dent admitted to a program in a STEM field 
(as defined in subparagraph (F)(ii) of section 
201(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1))) for a degree at the 
master’s level or higher at a United States 
institution of higher education (as defined in 
section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) accredited by an ac-
crediting entity recognized by the Depart-
ment of Education may obtain a student 
visa, be admitted to the United States as a 
nonimmigrant student, or extend or change 
nonimmigrant status to pursue such degree 
even if such alien seeks lawful permanent 
resident status in the United States. Nothing 
in this subsection may be construed to mod-
ify or amend section 101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 214(b) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 1184(b)), or any reg-
ulation interpreting these authorities for an 
alien who is not described in this subsection. 
SEC. 1099. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this subtitle may be construed 
to expand the statutory law enforcement or 
regulatory authority of the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of Jus-
tice, or the Department of State. 
SEC. 1100. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out 
this subtitle. 

SA 2972. Mr. BENNET submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 10ll. ESTABLISHMENT OF SKI AREA FEE 

RETENTION ACCOUNT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 701 of division I 

of the Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Man-
agement Act of 1996 (16 U.S.C. 497c) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(k) SKI AREA FEE RETENTION ACCOUNT.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
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‘‘(A) ACCOUNT.—The term ‘Account’ means 

the Ski Area Fee Retention Account estab-
lished under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) COVERED UNIT.—The term ‘covered 
unit’ means the unit of the National Forest 
System that collects the ski area permit 
rental charge under this section. 

‘‘(C) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

‘‘(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall establish a special account in 
the Treasury, to be known as the ‘Ski Area 
Fee Retention Account’. 

‘‘(3) DEPOSITS.—Subject to paragraphs (4) 
and (5), a ski area permit rental charge col-
lected by the Secretary under this section 
shall— 

‘‘(A) be deposited in the Account; 
‘‘(B) be available to the Secretary for use, 

without further appropriation; and 
‘‘(C) remain available for the period of 4 

fiscal years beginning with the first fiscal 
year after the fiscal year in which the ski 
area permit rental charge is deposited in the 
Account under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(4) DISTRIBUTION OF AMOUNTS IN THE AC-
COUNT.— 

‘‘(A) LOCAL DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (C), the Secretary shall expend 
80 percent of the ski area permit rental 
charges deposited in the Account from a cov-
ered unit at the covered unit in accordance 
with clause (ii). 

‘‘(ii) DISTRIBUTION.—Of the amounts made 
available for expenditure under clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) 75 percent shall be used at the covered 
unit for activities described in paragraph 
(5)(A); and 

‘‘(II) 25 percent shall be used for activities 
at the covered unit described in paragraph 
(5)(B). 

‘‘(B) AGENCY-WIDE DISTRIBUTION OF 
FUNDS.—The Secretary shall expend 20 per-
cent of the ski area permit rental charges de-
posited in the Account from a covered unit 
at any unit of the National Forest System 
for an activity described in subparagraph (A) 
or (B) of paragraph (5). 

‘‘(C) REDUCTION OF PERCENTAGE.— 
‘‘(i) REDUCTION.—The Secretary shall re-

duce the percentage otherwise applicable 
under subparagraph (A)(i) to not less than 60 
percent if the Secretary determines that the 
amount otherwise made available under that 
subparagraph exceeds the reasonable needs 
of the covered unit for which expenditures 
may be made in the applicable fiscal year. 

‘‘(ii) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—The balance 
of the ski area permit rental charges that 
are collected at a covered unit, deposited 
into the Account, and not distributed in ac-
cordance with subparagraph (A) or (B) shall 
be available to the Secretary for expenditure 
at any other unit of the National Forest Sys-
tem in accordance with the following: 

‘‘(I) 75 percent shall be used for activities 
described in paragraph (5)(A). 

‘‘(II) 25 percent shall be used for activities 
described in paragraph (5)(B). 

‘‘(5) EXPENDITURES.—Amounts available to 
the Secretary for expenditure from the Ac-
count shall be only used for— 

‘‘(A)(i) the administration of the Forest 
Service ski area program, including— 

‘‘(I) the processing of an application for a 
new ski area or a ski area improvement 
project, including staffing and contracting 
for the processing; and 

‘‘(II) administering a ski area permit de-
scribed in subsection (a); 

‘‘(ii) staff training for— 
‘‘(I) the processing of an application for— 
‘‘(aa) a new ski area; 
‘‘(bb) a ski area improvement project; or 
‘‘(cc) a special use permit; or 
‘‘(II) administering— 

‘‘(aa) a ski area permit described in sub-
section (a); or 

‘‘(bb) a special use permit; 
‘‘(iii) an interpretation activity, National 

Forest System visitor information, a visitor 
service, or signage; 

‘‘(iv) direct costs associated with col-
lecting a ski area permit rental charge or 
other fee collected by the Secretary related 
to recreation; 

‘‘(v) planning for, or coordinating to re-
spond to, a wildfire in or adjacent to a recre-
ation site, particularly a ski area; or 

‘‘(vi) reducing the likelihood of a wildfire 
starting, or the risks posed by a wildfire, in 
or adjacent to a recreation site, particularly 
a ski area, except through hazardous fuels 
reduction activities; or 

‘‘(B)(i) the repair, maintenance, or en-
hancement of a Forest Service-owned facil-
ity, road, or trail directly related to visitor 
enjoyment, visitor access, or visitor health 
or safety; 

‘‘(ii) habitat restoration directly related to 
recreation; 

‘‘(iii) law enforcement related to public use 
and recreation; 

‘‘(iv) the construction or expansion of 
parking areas; 

‘‘(v) the processing or administering of a 
recreation special use permit; 

‘‘(vi) avalanche information and education 
activities carried out by the Secretary or 
nonprofit partners; 

‘‘(vii) search and rescue activities carried 
out by the Secretary, a local government, or 
a nonprofit partner; or 

‘‘(viii) the administration of leases under— 
‘‘(I) the Forest Service Facility Realign-

ment and Enhancement Act of 2005 (16 U.S.C. 
580d note; Public Law 109–54); and 

‘‘(II) section 8623 of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 (16 U.S.C. 580d note; 
Public Law 115–334). 

‘‘(6) LIMITATION.—Amounts in the Account 
may not be used for— 

‘‘(A) the conduct of wildfire suppression; or 
‘‘(B) the acquisition of land for inclusion in 

the National Forest System. 
‘‘(7) EFFECT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this sub-

section affects the applicability of section 7 
of the Act of April 24, 1950 (commonly known 
as the ‘Granger-Thye Act’) (16 U.S.C. 580d), 
to ski areas on National Forest System land. 

‘‘(B) SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING.—Rental 
charges retained and expended under this 
subsection shall supplement (and not sup-
plant) appropriated funding for the operation 
and maintenance of each covered unit. 

‘‘(C) COST RECOVERY.—Nothing in this sub-
section affects any cost recovery under any 
provision of law (including regulations) for 
processing an application for or monitoring 
compliance with a ski area permit or other 
recreation special use permit.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section (includ-
ing the amendments made by this section) 
shall take effect on the date that is 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SA 2973. Mr. MULLIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. ll. NATIONAL DIGITAL RESERVE CORPS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart I of part III of 

title 5, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 104—NATIONAL DIGITAL 
RESERVE CORPS 

‘‘10401. Definitions. 
‘‘10402. Establishment. 
‘‘10403. Organization. 
‘‘10404. Assignments. 
‘‘10405. Reservist continuing education. 
‘‘10406. Congressional reports. 
‘‘10407. Construction. 
‘‘§ 10401. Definitions 

‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) ACTIVE RESERVIST.—The term ‘active 

reservist’ means a reservist holding a posi-
tion to which the reservist has been ap-
pointed under section 10403(c)(2). 

‘‘(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of General 
Services. 

‘‘(3) COVERED EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The 
term ‘covered Executive agency’ means an 
Executive agency, except that such term in-
cludes the United States Postal Service, the 
Postal Regulatory Commission, and the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President. 

‘‘(4) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ means 
the program established under section 
10402(a). 

‘‘(5) RESERVIST.—The term ‘reservist’ 
means an individual who is a member of the 
National Digital Reserve Corps. 
‘‘§ 10402. Establishment 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the General Services Administration a 
program to establish, recruit, manage, and 
assign a reserve of individuals with relevant 
skills and credentials, to be known as the 
‘National Digital Reserve Corps’, to help ad-
dress the digital and cybersecurity needs of 
covered Executive agencies. 

‘‘(b) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
‘‘(1) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Administrator, in consultation with the 
Director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, shall issue guidance for the National 
Digital Reserve Corps, which shall include 
procedures for coordinating with covered Ex-
ecutive agencies to— 

‘‘(A) identify digital and cybersecurity 
needs that may be addressed by the National 
Digital Reserve Corps; and 

‘‘(B) assign active reservists to address the 
needs described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(2) RECRUITMENT AND INITIAL ASSIGN-
MENTS.—Not later than 1 year after the date 
of enactment of this section, the Adminis-
trator shall begin recruiting reservists and 
assigning active reservists under the Pro-
gram. 
‘‘§ 10403. Organization 

‘‘(a) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The National Digital Re-

serve Corps shall be administered by the Ad-
ministrator. 

‘‘(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—In carrying out the 
Program, the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(A) establish standards for serving as a 
reservist, including educational attainment, 
professional qualifications, and background 
checks in accordance with existing Federal 
guidance; 

‘‘(B) ensure the standards established 
under subparagraph (A) are met; 

‘‘(C) recruit individuals to the National 
Digital Reserve Corps; 

‘‘(D) activate and deactivate reservists as 
necessary; 

‘‘(E) coordinate with covered Executive 
agencies to— 

‘‘(i) determine the digital and cybersecu-
rity needs that reservists shall be assigned 
to address; 
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‘‘(ii) ensure active reservists have the ac-

cess, resources, and equipment required to 
address the digital and cybersecurity needs 
that the reservists are assigned to address; 
and 

‘‘(iii) analyze potential assignments for re-
servists to determine outcomes, develop an-
ticipated assignment timelines, and identify 
covered Executive agency partners; 

‘‘(F) ensure that reservists acquire and 
maintain appropriate security clearances; 
and 

‘‘(G) determine what additional resources, 
if any, are required to successfully imple-
ment the Program. 

‘‘(b) NATIONAL DIGITAL RESERVE CORPS 
PARTICIPATION.— 

‘‘(1) SERVICE OBLIGATION AGREEMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual may be-

come a reservist only if that individual en-
ters into a written agreement with the Ad-
ministrator to become a reservist. 

‘‘(B) CONTESTS.—An agreement described 
in subparagraph (A) shall— 

‘‘(i) require the individual seeking to be-
come a reservist to serve as a reservist for a 
3-year period, during which that individual 
shall serve not less than 30 days per year as 
an active reservist; and 

‘‘(ii) set forth all other the rights and obli-
gations of the individual and the General 
Services Administration. 

‘‘(2) COMPENSATION.—The Administrator 
shall determine the appropriate compensa-
tion for service as a reservist, except that 
the annual pay for that service shall not ex-
ceed $10,000. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYMENT PROTECTIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Labor shall prescribe such regula-
tions as necessary to ensure the reemploy-
ment, continuation of benefits, and non-
discrimination in reemployment of active re-
servists, provided that those regulations 
shall include, at a minimum, the rights and 
obligations set forth under chapter 43 of title 
38. 

‘‘(4) PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A reservist that fails to 

accept an appointment under subsection 
(c)(2), or fails to carry out the duties as-
signed to a reservist under such an appoint-
ment, shall, after notice and an opportunity 
to be heard— 

‘‘(i) cease to be a reservist; and 
‘‘(ii) be fined an amount equal to the sum 

of— 
‘‘(I) an amount equal to the amounts, if 

any, paid under section 10405 with respect to 
that reservist; and 

‘‘(II) the difference between the amount of 
compensation that reservist would have re-
ceived if the reservist completed the entire 
term of service as a reservist agreed to in the 
agreement described in paragraph (1) and the 
amount of compensation that reservist has 
received under that agreement. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) shall 

not apply with respect to a failure of a re-
servist to accept an appointment under sub-
section (c)(2), or to carry out the duties as-
signed to the reservist under such an ap-
pointment, if— 

‘‘(I) the failure was due to the death or dis-
ability of that reservist; or 

‘‘(II) the Administrator, in consultation 
with the head of the relevant covered Execu-
tive agency, determines that subparagraph 
(A) should not apply with respect to the fail-
ure. 

‘‘(ii) RELEVANT COVERED EXECUTIVE AGENCY 
DEFINED.—In this subparagraph, the term 
‘relevant covered Executive agency’ means— 

‘‘(I) in the case of a reservist failing to ac-
cept an appointment under subsection (c)(2), 
the covered Executive agency to which that 
reservist would have been appointed; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a reservist failing to 
carry out the duties assigned to that reserv-
ist under such an appointment, the covered 
Executive agency to which that reservist 
was appointed. 

‘‘(c) APPOINTMENT AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) CORPS LEADERSHIP.—The Adminis-

trator may appoint qualified candidates to 
positions in the competitive service in the 
General Service Administration for which 
the primary duties are related to the man-
agement or administration of the National 
Digital Reserve Corps, as determined by the 
Administrator. 

‘‘(2) CORPS RESERVISTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

appoint qualified reservists to temporary po-
sitions in the competitive service for the 
purpose of assigning those reservists under 
section 10404 and to otherwise carry out the 
National Digital Reserve Corps. 

‘‘(B) APPOINTMENT LIMITS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

not appoint an individual under this para-
graph if, during the 365-day period ending on 
the date of that appointment, that indi-
vidual has been an officer or employee of the 
executive or legislative branch of the United 
States Government, of any independent 
agency of the United States, or of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for not less than 130 days. 

‘‘(ii) AUTOMATIC APPOINTMENT TERMI-
NATION.—The appointment of an individual 
under this paragraph shall terminate upon 
that individual being employed as an officer 
or employee of the executive or legislative 
branch of the United States Government, of 
any independent agency of the United 
States, or of the District of Columbia for 130 
days during the previous 365 days. 

‘‘(C) EMPLOYEE STATUS.—An individual ap-
pointed under this paragraph shall be consid-
ered a special Government employee (as that 
term is defined in section 202(a) of title 18). 

‘‘(D) CONFLICT OF INTEREST.—An individual 
appointed under this section shall not, as an 
active reservist, have access to proprietary 
or confidential information that is of com-
mercial value to any private entity or indi-
vidual employing that appointee. 

‘‘(E) ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES.—An indi-
vidual appointed under this paragraph shall 
be in addition to any employees of the Gen-
eral Services Administration, the duties of 
whom relate to the digital or cybersecurity 
needs of the General Services Administra-
tion. 
‘‘§ 10404. Assignments 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 
assign active reservists to address the digital 
and cybersecurity needs of covered Execu-
tive agencies, including cybersecurity serv-
ices, digital education and training, data 
triage, acquisition assistance, guidance on 
digital projects, development of technical so-
lutions, and bridging public needs and pri-
vate sector capabilities. 

‘‘(b) ASSIGNMENT-SPECIFIC ACCESS, RE-
SOURCES, SUPPLIES, OR EQUIPMENT.—The 
head of a covered Executive agency shall, to 
the extent practicable, provide each active 
reservist assigned to address a digital or cy-
bersecurity need of that covered Executive 
agency under subsection (a) with any spe-
cialized access, resources, supplies, or equip-
ment required to address that digital or cy-
bersecurity need. 

‘‘(c) DURATION.—The assignment of an indi-
vidual under subsection (a) shall terminate 
on the earliest of the following: 

‘‘(1) A date determined by the Adminis-
trator. 

‘‘(2) The date on which the Administrator 
receives notification of the decision of the 
head of the covered Executive agency, the 
digital or cybersecurity needs of which that 
individual is assigned to address under sub-

section (a), that the assignment should ter-
minate. 

‘‘(3) The date on which the assigned indi-
vidual ceases to be an active reservist. 
‘‘§ 10405. Reservist continuing education 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Administrator 
may pay for reservists to acquire training 
and receive continuing education related to 
the duties assigned to those reservists pursu-
ant to appointments under section 
10403(c)(2), including attending conferences 
and seminars and obtaining certifications, 
that will enable reservists to more effec-
tively meet the digital and cybersecurity 
needs of covered Executive agencies. 

‘‘(b) APPLICATION.—The Administrator 
shall establish a process for reservists to 
apply for the payment of reasonable expenses 
relating to the training or continuing edu-
cation described in subsection (a). 

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this section, and 
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall 
submit to Congress a report on the expendi-
tures under this section. 

‘‘§ 10406. Congressional reports 
‘‘Not later than 2 years after the date of 

enactment of this section, and annually 
thereafter, the Administrator shall submit 
to Congress a report on the Program, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(1) the number of reservists; 
‘‘(2) a list of covered Executive agencies 

that have submitted requests for support 
from the National Digital Reserve Corps; 

‘‘(3) the nature and status of the requests 
described in paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(4) with respect to each request described 
in paragraph for which active reservists have 
been assigned, and for which work by the Na-
tional Digital Reserve Corps has concluded, 
an evaluation of that work and the results of 
that work by— 

‘‘(A) the covered Executive agency that 
submitted the request; and 

‘‘(B) the reservists assigned to that re-
quest. 

‘‘§ 10407. Construction 
‘‘Nothing in this chapter may be construed 

to abrogate or otherwise affect the authori-
ties or the responsibilities of the head of any 
other Executive agency.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
chapters for part III of title 5, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting after the item 
related to chapter 103 the following: 

‘‘104. National Digital Reserve Corps 10401 
’’. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$30,000,000, to remain available until fiscal 
year 2026, to carry out the program estab-
lished under section 10402(a) of title 5, United 
States Code, as added by this section. 

(d) TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 1142(b)(3) of title 10, United States Code, 
is amended by inserting ‘‘and the National 
Digital Reserve Corps’’ after ‘‘Selected Re-
serve’’. 

(e) OFFSET.—Notwithstanding the amounts 
set forth in the funding tables in division D, 
the amounts authorized to be appropriated 
in section 301 for operation and maintenance, 
Defense-wide, for administration and serv-
ice-wide activities, Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, Line 470, as specified in the cor-
responding funding table in section 4301, is 
hereby reduced by $30,000,000. 

SA 2974. Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. 
COTTON) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill 
S. 4638, to authorize appropriations for 
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fiscal year 2025 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. AUTHORITY OF ARMY COUNTER-

INTELLIGENCE AGENTS. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE WARRANTS AND 

MAKE ARRESTS.—Section 7377 of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by inserting 
‘‘and Army Counterintelligence Command’’ 
before the colon; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘who is a special agent’’ 

and inserting the following: ‘‘who is— 
‘‘(1) a special agent’’; 
(B) in paragraph (1) (as so designated) by 

striking the period at the end and inserting 
‘‘; or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) a special agent of the Army Counter-
intelligence Command (or a successor to that 
command) whose duties include conducting, 
supervising, or coordinating counterintel-
ligence investigations in programs and oper-
ations of the Department of the Army.’’. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT AND BRIEFING.—Not 
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act and not less frequently 
than once each year thereafter until the date 
that is four years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense 
shall submit to the congressional defense 
committees, the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the Senate, and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives an 
annual report and provide to such commit-
tees an annual briefing on the administra-
tion of section 7377 of title 10, United States 
Code, as amended by subsection (a). 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 747 of 
such title is amended by striking the item 
relating to section 7377 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘7377. Civilian special agents of the Criminal 

Investigation Command and 
Army Counterintelligence Com-
mand: authority to execute 
warrants and make arrests.’’. 

(d) SUNSET AND SNAPBACK.—On the date 
that is four years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act— 

(1) subsection (b) of section 7377 of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended to read as it 
read on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; 

(2) the section heading for such section is 
amended to read as it read on the day before 
the date of the enactment of this Act; and 

(3) the item for such section in the table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 747 of 
such title is amended to read as it read on 
the day before the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

SA 2975. Ms. ERNST (for herself and 
Ms. WARREN) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title VII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 750. ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIREMENTS 

RELATING TO BLAST OVER-
PRESSURE EXPOSURE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel 
and Readiness shall— 

(1) establish a baseline neurocognitive as-
sessment to be conducted during the acces-
sion process of members of the Armed Forces 
before the beginning of training; 

(2) establish neurocognitive assessments to 
monitor the cognitive function of such mem-
bers to be conducted— 

(A) at least every three years as part of the 
periodic health assessment of such members; 
and 

(B) as part of the post-deployment health 
assessment of such members; 

(3) ensure all neurocognitive assessments 
of such members, including those required 
under paragraphs (1) and (2), are maintained 
in the electronic medical record of such 
member; 

(4) establish a process for annual review of 
blast overpressure exposure logs and trau-
matic brain injury logs for each member of 
the Armed Forces during the periodic health 
assessment of such member for cumulative 
exposure in order to refer members with re-
current and prolonged exposure to specialty 
care; and 

(5) establish standards for recurrent and 
prolonged exposure. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) NEUROCOGNITIVE ASSESSMENT.—The 

term ‘‘neurocognitive assessment’’ means a 
standardized cognitive and behavioral eval-
uation using validated and normed testing 
performed in a formal environment that uses 
specifically designated tasks to measure cog-
nitive function known to be linked to a par-
ticular brain structure or pathway, which 
may include a measurement of intellectual 
functioning, attention, new learning or 
memory, intelligence, processing speed, and 
executive functioning. 

(2) TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY.—The term 
‘‘traumatic brain injury’’ means a traumati-
cally induced structural injury or physio-
logical disruption of brain function as a re-
sult of an external force that is indicated by 
new onset or worsening of at least one of the 
following clinical signs immediately fol-
lowing the event: 

(A) Alteration in mental status, including 
confusion, disorientation, or slowed think-
ing. 

(B) Loss of memory for events immediately 
before or after the injury. 

(C) Any period of loss of or decreased level 
of consciousness, observed or self-reported. 

SA 2976. Ms. ERNST submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 
Subtitle G—Iran Sanctions 

SEC. 1291. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Pre-

venting Underhanded and Nefarious Iranian 
Supported Homicides Act of 2024’’ or the 
‘‘PUNISH Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 1292. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED EXECUTIVE ORDER.—The term 
‘‘covered Executive order’’ means any of the 
following: 

(A) Executive Order 13871 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to imposing sanctions with re-
spect to the iron, steel, aluminum, and cop-
per sectors of Iran), as in effect on May 10, 
2019. 

(B) Executive Order 13876 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to imposing sanctions with re-
spect to Iran), as in effect on June 24, 2019. 

(C) Executive Order 13902 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to imposing sanctions with re-
spect to additional sectors of Iran), as in ef-
fect on January 10, 2020. 

(D) Executive Order 13949 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to blocking property of certain 
persons with respect to the conventional 
arms activities of Iran), as in effect on Sep-
tember 21, 2020. 

(3) COVERED PROVISION OF LAW.—The term 
‘‘covered provision of law’’ means any of the 
following: 

(A) This subtitle. 
(B) Each covered Executive order. 
(C) The Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public 

Law 104–172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note). 
(D) The Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-

countability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 
U.S.C. 8501 et seq.). 

(E) Section 1245 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (22 
U.S.C. 8513a). 

(F) The Iran Threat Reduction and Syria 
Human Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8701 et 
seq.). 

(G) The Iran Freedom and Counter-Pro-
liferation Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8801 et seq.). 

(H) Title I of the Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 
9401 et seq.). 

(I) The International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq). 

(4) GOVERNMENT OF IRAN.—The term ‘‘Gov-
ernment of Iran’’ includes— 

(A) any agency or instrumentality of the 
Government of Iran; and 

(B) any person owned or controlled by that 
Government. 

SEC. 1293. CONTINUATION IN EFFECT OF CER-
TAIN EXECUTIVE ORDERS IMPOSING 
SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO IRAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each covered Executive 
order shall remain in effect and continue to 
apply, and may not be modified, until the 
termination date described in section 1299A. 

(b) CONTINUATION IN EFFECT OF SANCTIONS 
DESIGNATIONS.—With respect to each person 
designated for the imposition of sanctions 
pursuant to a covered Executive order before 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
designation of the person, and sanctions ap-
plicable to the person pursuant to the des-
ignation, shall remain in effect and continue 
to apply, and may not be modified, until the 
termination date described in section 1299A. 

(c) PUBLICATION.—In publishing this sub-
title in slip form and in the United States 
Statutes at Large pursuant to section 112 of 
title 1, United States Code, the Archivist of 
the United States shall include at the end an 
appendix setting forth the text of each cov-
ered Executive order. 
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SEC. 1294. CONTINUATION IN EFFECT OF NA-

TIONAL EMERGENCIES DECLARED 
WITH RESPECT TO IRAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a)(2) or (d) of section 202 of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622), the 
national emergencies specified in subsection 
(b) shall remain in effect and continue to 
apply, and may not be modified, until the 
termination date described in section 1299A. 

(b) NATIONAL EMERGENCIES SPECIFIED.—The 
national emergencies specified in this sub-
section are the following national emer-
gencies declared with respect to Iran: 

(1) The national emergency declared by Ex-
ecutive Order 12170 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relat-
ing to blocking Iranian Government prop-
erty) and most recently continued by the No-
tice of the President issued November 8, 2022 
(87 Fed. Reg. 68,013). 

(2) The national emergency declared by Ex-
ecutive Order 12957 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relat-
ing to prohibiting certain transactions with 
respect to the development of Iranian petro-
leum resources) and most recently continued 
by the Notice of the President issued March 
10, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 15,595). 
SEC. 1295. CONTINUATION IN EFFECT OF SANC-

TIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE CEN-
TRAL BANK OF IRAN, THE NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FUND OF IRAN, THE 
ETEMAD TEJARTE PARS COMPANY, 
THE NATIONAL IRANIAN OIL COM-
PANY, AND THE NATIONAL IRANIAN 
TANKER COMPANY UNDER EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13224. 

With respect to each Iranian person des-
ignated on January 1, 2021, for the imposi-
tion of sanctions under Executive Order 13224 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to blocking 
property and prohibiting transactions with 
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism), as in effect on September 
9, 2019, the designation of the person, and 
sanctions applicable to the person pursuant 
to the designation, shall remain in effect and 
continue to apply, and may not be modified, 
until the termination date described in sec-
tion 1299A. 
SEC. 1296. CONTINUATION IN EFFECT OF FOR-

EIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 
DESIGNATION OF THE ISLAMIC REV-
OLUTIONARY GUARD CORPS. 

The designation of the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps as a foreign terrorist 
organization under section 219 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189), 
and sanctions applicable to the Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps pursuant to that des-
ignation, shall remain in effect and continue 
to apply, and may not be modified, until the 
termination date described in section 1299A. 
SEC. 1297. PROHIBITION ON SANCTIONS RELIEF 

FOR IRANIAN FINANCIAL INSTITU-
TIONS, INCLUDING WITH RESPECT 
TO PETROLEUM PURCHASES FROM 
IRAN. 

Section 1245(d) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (22 
U.S.C. 8513a(d)) is amended by striking para-
graph (4) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(4) LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.—The Presi-
dent may not exercise the authority under 
paragraph (5) to waive the imposition of 
sanctions under paragraph (1), or issue any 
license to authorize the purchase of petro-
leum or petroleum products from Iran, un-
less the determination set forth in the most 
recent report submitted under subsection (a) 
of section 1299 of the Preventing Under-
handed and Nefarious Iranian Supported 
Homicides Act of 2024 was a determination 
that the Government of Iran has not engaged 
in any of activities described in subsection 
(b) of that section during the 5-year period 
preceding submission of the report.’’. 
SEC. 1298. LIMITATION ON WAIVER, SUSPENSION, 

OR REDUCTION OF SANCTIONS WITH 
RESPECT TO IRAN. 

The President may not waive, suspend, re-
duce, provide relief from, or otherwise limit 

the application of sanctions imposed pursu-
ant to any covered provision of law unless, in 
addition to the requirements for a waiver 
under that provision of law, the determina-
tion set forth in the most recent report sub-
mitted under subsection (a) of section 1299 
was a determination that the Government of 
Iran has not engaged in any of activities de-
scribed in subsection (b) of that section dur-
ing the 5-year period preceding submission of 
the report. 
SEC. 1299. DETERMINATION ON THE CESSATION 

OF IRANIAN-SPONSORED ASSASSINA-
TIONS OR ATTEMPTED ASSASSINA-
TIONS OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS 
AND IRANIAN RESIDENTS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

(a) DETERMINATION REQUIRED.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, and every 180 days thereafter, 
the Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Defense, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report setting 
forth a determination of whether the Gov-
ernment of Iran or any foreign person (in-
cluding any foreign financial institution) has 
directly or indirectly ordered, controlled, di-
rected, or otherwise supported (including 
through the use of Iranian agents or affili-
ates of the Government of Iran, including 
Hezbollah, Hamas, Kata’ib Hezbollah, Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad, or any other entity de-
termined to be such an agent or affiliate) 
any of the activities described in subsection 
(b) during the 5-year period preceding sub-
mission of the report. 

(b) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—The activities 
described in this subsection are— 

(1) the murder, attempted murder, assault, 
or other use or threat to use violence 
against— 

(A) any current or former official of the 
Government of the United States, wherever 
located; 

(B) any United States citizen or alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence in 
the United States, wherever located; or 

(C) any Iranian national residing in the 
United States; or 

(2) the politically motivated intimidation, 
abuse, extortion, or detention or trial— 

(A) in Iran, of a United States citizen or 
alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence in the United States; or 

(B) outside of Iran, of an Iranian national 
or resident or individual of Iranian origin. 
SEC. 1299A. TERMINATION DATE. 

The termination date described in this sec-
tion is the date that is 30 days after the date 
on which the President submits to Congress 
the certification described in section 401(a) 
of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-
countability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 
U.S.C. 8551(a)). 

SA 2977. Ms. ERNST submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 
Subtitle G—Iran Sanctions Enforcement 

SEC. 1291. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Iranian 

Sanctions Enforcement Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 1292. IRAN SANCTIONS ENFORCEMENT 

FUND. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 15 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 

there shall be established in the Treasury of 
the United States a fund, to be known as the 
‘‘Iran Sanctions Enforcement Fund’’ (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘Fund’’), to pay ex-
penses relating to seizures and forfeitures of 
property made with respect to violations by 
Iran or a covered Iranian proxy of sanctions 
imposed by the United States. 

(b) DESIGNATION OF ADMINISTRATOR.—Not 
later than 15 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, in consultation with the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall appoint an adminis-
trator for the Fund (in this section referred 
to as the ‘‘Administrator’’). 

(c) EXPENDITURES FROM THE FUND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

authorize amounts from the Fund to be used, 
without further appropriation or fiscal year 
limitation, for payment of all proper ex-
penses relating to a covered seizure or for-
feiture, including the following: 

(A) Investigative costs incurred by a law 
enforcement agency of the Department of 
Homeland Security or the Department of 
Justice. 

(B) Expenses of detention, inventory, secu-
rity, maintenance, advertisement, or dis-
posal of the property seized or forfeited, and 
if condemned by a court and a bond for such 
costs was not given, the costs as taxed by the 
court. 

(C) Costs of— 
(i) contract services relating to a covered 

seizure or forfeiture; 
(ii) the employment of outside contractors 

to operate and manage properties seized or 
forfeited or to provide other specialized serv-
ices necessary to dispose of such properties 
in an effort to maximize the return from 
such properties; and 

(iii) reimbursing any Federal, State, or 
local agency for any expenditures made to 
perform the functions described in this sub-
paragraph. 

(D) Payments to reimburse any covered 
Federal agency for investigative costs in-
curred leading to a covered seizure or for-
feiture. 

(E) Payments for contracting for the serv-
ices of experts and consultants needed by the 
Department of Homeland Security or the De-
partment of Justice to assist in carrying out 
duties related to a covered seizure or for-
feiture. 

(F) Awards of compensation to informers 
for assistance provided with respect to a vio-
lation by Iran or a covered Iranian proxy of 
sanctions imposed by the United States that 
leads to a covered seizure or forfeiture. 

(G) Equitable sharing payments made to 
other Federal agencies, State and local law 
enforcement agencies, and foreign govern-
ments for expenses incurred with respect to 
a covered seizure or forfeiture. 

(H) Payment of overtime pay, salaries, 
travel, fuel, training, equipment, and other 
similar expenses of State or local law en-
forcement officers that are incurred in joint 
law enforcement operations with a covered 
Federal agency relating to covered seizure or 
forfeiture. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF FUND FOR AD-
DITIONAL PURPOSES.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security may direct the Administrator 
to authorize the use of amounts in the Fund 
for the following: 

(A) Payment of awards for information or 
assistance leading to a civil or criminal for-
feiture made with respect to a violation by 
Iran or a covered Iranian proxy of sanctions 
imposed by the United States and involving 
any covered Federal agency. 

(B) Purchases of evidence or information 
by a covered Federal agency with respect to 
a violation by Iran or a covered Iranian 
proxy of sanctions imposed by the United 
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States that leads to a covered seizure or for-
feiture. 

(C) Payment for equipment for any vessel, 
vehicle, or aircraft available for official use 
by a covered Federal agency to enable the 
vessel, vehicle, or aircraft to assist in law 
enforcement functions relating to a covered 
seizure or forfeiture, and for other equip-
ment directly related to a covered seizure or 
forfeiture, including laboratory equipment, 
protective equipment, communications 
equipment, and the operation and mainte-
nance costs of such equipment. 

(D) Payment for equipment for any vessel, 
vehicle, or aircraft for official use by a State 
or local law enforcement agency to enable 
the vessel, vehicle, or aircraft to assist in 
law enforcement functions relating to a cov-
ered seizure or forfeiture if the vessel, vehi-
cle, or aircraft will be used in joint law en-
forcement operations with a covered Federal 
agency. 

(E) Reimbursement of individuals or orga-
nizations for expenses incurred by such indi-
viduals or organizations in cooperating with 
a covered Federal agency in investigations 
and undercover law enforcement operations 
relating to a covered seizure or forfeiture. 

(3) PRIORITIZATION OF ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE 
FUND.—In allocating amounts from the Fund 
for the purposes described in paragraphs (1) 
and (2), the Administrator shall prioritize ac-
tivities that result in the seizure and for-
feiture of oil or petroleum products or other 
commodities or methods of exchange that 
fund the efforts of Iran or covered Iranian 
proxies to carry out acts of international 
terrorism or otherwise kill United States 
citizens. 

(d) MANAGEMENT OF FUND.—The Fund shall 
be managed and invested in the same manner 
as a trust fund is managed and invested 
under section 9602 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986. 

(e) FUNDING.— 
(1) INITIAL FUNDING.— 
(A) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Fund $150,000,000 for fiscal year 2024, to re-
main available until expended. 

(B) REPAYMENT OF INITIAL FUNDING.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 

30, 2034, the Administrator shall transfer 
from the Fund into the general fund of the 
Treasury an amount equal to $150,000,000, as 
adjusted pursuant to paragraph (4). 

(ii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The repay-
ment of amounts under clause (i) shall not be 
construed as a termination of the authority 
for operation of the Fund. 

(2) CONTINUED OPERATION AND FUNDING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the net proceeds from the sale of prop-
erty, forfeited or paid to the United States, 
arising from a violation by Iran or a covered 
Iranian proxy of sanctions imposed by the 
United States, shall be deposited or trans-
ferred into the Fund. 

(B) TRANSFER OF PROCEEDS AFTER DEPOSITS 
INTO THE JUSTICE FOR UNITED STATES VICTIMS 
OF STATE SPONSORED TERRORISM ACT.—The 
deposit or transfer of any net proceeds to the 
Fund under subparagraph (A) shall occur 
after the deposit or transfer of net proceeds 
into the United States Victims of State 
Sponsored Terrorism Fund as required by 
subsection (e)(2)(A)(ii) of the Justice for 
United States Victims of State Sponsored 
Terrorism Act (34 U.S.C. 20144). 

(3) MAXIMUM END-OF-YEAR BALANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If, at the end of a fiscal 

year, the amount in the Fund exceeds the 
amount specified in subparagraph (B), the 
Administrator shall transfer the amount in 
excess of the amount specified in subpara-
graph (B) to the general fund of the Treasury 
for the payment of the public debt of the 
United States. 

(B) AMOUNT SPECIFIED.—The amount speci-
fied in this subparagraph is— 

(i) in fiscal year 2024, $500,000,000; and 
(ii) in any fiscal year thereafter, 

$500,000,000, as adjusted pursuant to para-
graph (4). 

(4) ADJUSTMENTS FOR INFLATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The amounts described in 

paragraphs (1)(B)(i) and (3)(B)(ii) shall be ad-
justed, at the beginning of each of fiscal 
years 2025 through 2034, to reflect the per-
centage (if any) of the increase in the aver-
age of the Consumer Price Index for the pre-
ceding 12-month period compared to the Con-
sumer Price Index for fiscal year 2023. 

(B) CONSUMER PRICE INDEX DEFINED.—In 
this paragraph, the term ‘‘Consumer Price 
Index’’ means the Consumer Price Index for 
All Urban Consumers published by the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics of the Department 
of Labor. 

(f) PROHIBITION ON TRANSFER OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any expenditure of 

amounts in the Fund, or transfer of amounts 
from the Fund, not authorized by this sec-
tion is prohibited. 

(2) ACTS BY CONGRESS.—Any Act of Con-
gress to remove money from the Fund shall 
be reported in the Federal Register not later 
than 10 days after the enactment of the Act. 

(g) REPORT.—Not later than September 1, 
2024, and annually thereafter through Sep-
tember 1, 2034, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, with the concurrence of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on— 

(1) all activities supported by the Fund 
during the fiscal year during which the re-
port is submitted and the preceding fiscal 
year; 

(2) a list of each covered seizure or for-
feiture supported by the Fund during those 
fiscal years and, with respect to each such 
seizure or forfeiture— 

(A) the goods seized; 
(B) the current status of the forfeiture of 

the goods; 
(C) an assessment of the impact on the na-

tional security of the United States of the 
seizure or forfeiture, including the estimated 
loss of revenue to the person from which the 
goods were seized; and 

(D) any anticipated response or outcome of 
the seizure or forfeiture; 

(3) the financial health and financial data 
of the Fund as of the date of the report; 

(4) the amount transferred to the general 
fund of the Treasury under subsection (e) or 
(h); 

(5)(A) the amount paid to informants for 
information or evidence under subsection (c); 

(B) whether the information or evidence 
led to a seizure; and 

(C) if so, the cost of the goods seized; 
(6) the amount remaining to be transferred 

under subsection (e)(3) and an estimated 
timeline for transferring the full amount re-
quired by that subsection; and 

(7)(A) any instances during the fiscal years 
covered by the report of a covered seizure or 
forfeiture if, after amounts were expended 
from the Fund to support the seizure or for-
feiture, the seizure or forfeiture did not 
occur as a result of a policy decision made by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the 
President, or any other official of the United 
States; and 

(B) a description of the costs incurred and 
reasons the seizure or forfeiture did not 
occur. 

(h) FAILURE TO REPORT OR UTILIZE THE 
FUND.— 

(1) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO SUBMIT REPORT.— 
If a report required by subsection (g) is not 
submitted to the appropriate congressional 
committees by the date that is 180 days after 
the report is due under subsection (g), the 

Administrator shall transfer an amount 
equal to 5 percent of the amounts in the 
Fund to the general fund of the Treasury for 
the payment of the public debt of the United 
States. For each 90-day period thereafter 
during which the report is not submitted, 
the Administrator shall transfer an addi-
tional amount, equal to 5 percent of the 
amounts in the Fund, to the general fund of 
the Treasury for that purpose. 

(2) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO USE FUND.—If a 
report submitted under subsection (g) indi-
cates that amounts in the Fund have not 
been used for any seizure or forfeiture activ-
ity during the fiscal years covered by the re-
port, the Fund shall be terminated and any 
amounts in the Fund shall transferred to the 
general fund of the Treasury for the payment 
of the public debt of the United States. 

(3) WAIVER OF TERMINATION OF FUND FOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY PURPOSES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the President deter-
mines that it is in the national security in-
terests of the United States not to terminate 
the Fund as required by paragraph (2), the 
President may waive the requirement to ter-
minate the Fund. 

(B) REPORT REQUIRED.—If the President ex-
ercises the waiver authority under subpara-
graph (A), the President shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port describing the factors considered in de-
termining that it is in the national security 
interests of the United States not to termi-
nate the Fund. 

(C) FORM.—The report required by subpara-
graph (B) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to affect the re-
quirements of subsection (e) of the Justice 
for United States Victims of State Sponsored 
Terrorism Act (34 U.S.C. 20144(e)) or the op-
eration of the United States Victims of State 
Sponsored Terrorism Fund under that sub-
section. 

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Financial Services 
and the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term 
‘‘covered Federal agency’’ means any Fed-
eral agency specified in section 1293(b). 

(3) COVERED IRANIAN PROXY.—The term 
‘‘covered Iranian proxy’’ means a violent ex-
tremist organization or other organization 
that works on behalf of or receives financial 
or material support from Iran, including— 

(A) the Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps-Quds Force; 

(B) Hamas; 
(C) Palestinian Islamic Jihad; 
(D) Hezbollah; 
(E) Ansar Allah (the Houthis); and 
(F) Iranian-sponsored militias in Iraq and 

Syria. 
(4) COVERED SEIZURE OR FORFEITURE.—The 

term ‘‘covered seizure or forfeiture’’ means a 
seizure or forfeiture of property made with 
respect to a violation by Iran or a covered 
Iranian proxy of sanctions imposed by the 
United States. 
SEC. 1293. ESTABLISHMENT OF EXPORT EN-

FORCEMENT COORDINATION CEN-
TER. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall operate and main-
tain, within Homeland Security Investiga-
tions, the Export Enforcement Coordination 
Center, as established by Executive Order 
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13558 (50 U.S.C. 4601 note) (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Center’’). 

(b) PURPOSES.—The Center shall serve as 
the primary center for Federal Government 
export enforcement efforts among the fol-
lowing agencies: 

(1) The Department of State. 
(2) The Department of the Treasury. 
(3) The Department of Defense. 
(4) The Department of Justice. 
(5) The Department of Commerce. 
(6) The Department of Energy. 
(7) The Department of Homeland Security. 
(8) The Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence. 
(9) Such other agencies as the President 

may designate. 
(c) COORDINATION AUTHORITY.—The Center 

shall— 
(1) serve as a conduit between Federal law 

enforcement agencies and the intelligence 
community (as defined in section 3(4) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3003(4))) for the exchange of information re-
lated to potential violations of United States 
export controls; 

(2) serve as a primary point of contact be-
tween enforcement authorities and agencies 
engaged in export licensing; 

(3) coordinate law enforcement public out-
reach activities related to United States ex-
port controls; 

(4) serve as the primary deconfliction and 
support center to assist law enforcement 
agencies to coordinate and enhance inves-
tigations with respect to export control vio-
lations; 

(5) establish integrated, governmentwide 
statistical tracking and targeting capabili-
ties to support export enforcement; and 

(6) carry out additional duties as assigned 
by the Secretary of Homeland Security re-
garding the enforcement of United States ex-
port control laws. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—The Executive Asso-
ciate Director of Homeland Security Inves-
tigations shall— 

(1) serve as the administrator of the Cen-
ter; and 

(2) maintain documentation that describes 
the participants in, funding of, core func-
tions of, and personnel assigned to, the Cen-
ter. 

(e) DIRECTOR; DEPUTY DIRECTORS.— 
(1) DIRECTOR.—The Center shall have a Di-

rector, who shall be— 
(A) a member of the Senior Executive 

Service (as defined in section 2101a of title 5, 
United States Code) and a special agent 
within Homeland Security Investigations; 
and 

(B) designated by the Secretary of Home-
land Security. 

(2) DEPUTY DIRECTORS.—The Center shall 
have 2 Deputy Directors, as follows: 

(A) One Deputy Director, who shall be— 
(i) a full-time employee of the Department 

of Commerce; and 
(ii) appointed by the Secretary of Com-

merce. 
(B) One Deputy Director, who shall be— 
(i) a full-time employee of the Department 

of Justice; and 
(ii) appointed by the Attorney General. 
(f) LIAISONS FROM OTHER AGENCIES.— 
(1) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY LIAISON.—An 

intelligence community liaison shall be de-
tailed to the Center. The liaison shall be— 

(A) a full-time employee of an element of 
the intelligence community; and 

(B) designated by the Director of National 
Intelligence. 

(2) LIAISONS FROM OTHER AGENCIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A liaison shall be de-

tailed to the Center by each agency specified 
in subparagraph (B). Such liaisons shall be 
special agents, officers, intelligence ana-
lysts, or intelligence officers, as appropriate. 

(B) AGENCIES SPECIFIED.—The agencies 
specified in this subparagraph are the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Homeland Security Investigations. 
(ii) U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
(iii) The Office of Export Enforcement of 

the Bureau of Industry and Security of the 
Department of Commerce. 

(iv) The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
(v) The Defense Criminal Investigative 

Service. 
(vi) The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-

arms and Explosives. 
(vii) The National Counterintelligence and 

Security Center of the Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence. 

(viii) The Department of Energy. 
(ix) The Office of Foreign Assets Control of 

the Department of the Treasury. 
(x) The Directorate of Defense Trade Con-

trols of the Department of State. 
(xi) The Office of Export Administration of 

the Bureau of Industry and Security. 
(xii) The Office of Enforcement Analysis of 

the Bureau of Industry and Security. 
(xiii) The Office of Special Investigations 

of the Air Force. 
(xiv) The Criminal Investigation Division 

of the Army. 
(xv) The Naval Criminal Investigative 

Service. 
(xvi) The Defense Intelligence Agency. 
(xvii) The Defense Counterintelligence and 

Security Agency. 
(xviii) Any other agency, at the request of 

the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

SA 2978. Mr. ROUNDS (for himself 
and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. GOVERNING ETHICAL AI USE AND IN-

NOVATION FOR HEALTH CARE DE-
VELOPMENT. 

(a) NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH.—Part 
A of title IV of the Public Health Service Act 
is amended by inserting after section 403D 
(42 U.S.C. 283a–3) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 403E. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of NIH 
shall— 

‘‘(1) develop computational resources and 
datasets necessary to use artificial intel-
ligence approaches for health and health 
care research; 

‘‘(2) provide expertise in biomedical re-
search and the use of artificial intelligence; 

‘‘(3) develop and maintain federated re-
sources that provide unified access to data 
from fundamental biomedical research and 
the clinical care environment; 

‘‘(4) provide education and ongoing support 
to a nationwide user community to foster 
scientifically sound, ethical, and inclusive 
research using artificial intelligence that ad-
dresses the health needs of all individuals; 
and 

‘‘(5) extend the clinical research capabili-
ties of the National Institutes of Health to 
address significant gaps in evidence to guide 
clinical care and to serve the needs of every 
community. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Director of NIH to carry out this section 
$400,000,000 for fiscal year 2025.’’. 

(b) OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR 
FOR HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.—Sub-
title C of title XXX of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300jj–51 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘SEC. 3023. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Coordi-
nator shall— 

‘‘(1) carry out activities to engage in 
health research by— 

‘‘(A) utilizing the electronic health record 
as a data collection tool; and 

‘‘(B) requiring that individuals are offered 
an opportunity to direct the use of their 
health data for health care research; and 

‘‘(2) establish data and interoperability 
standards for access, exchange, and use of 
clinical and administrative data from the 
clinical care environment through a Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Research Re-
source, in alignment with— 

‘‘(A) the United States Core Data for Inter-
operability; 

‘‘(B) the Fast Health Interoperability Re-
sources; and 

‘‘(C) the Trusted Exchange Framework and 
Common Agreement. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the National Coordinator for fiscal year 
2025— 

‘‘(1) $10,000,000 to carry out subsection 
(a)(1); and 

‘‘(2) $50,000,000 to carry out subsection 
(a)(2).’’. 

(c) MEDICARE REQUIREMENT FOR HOSPITALS 
RELATING TO USE OF ELECTRONIC HEALTH 
RECORDS DATA FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 
PURPOSES.—Section 1866(a)(1) of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc(a)(1)) is 
amended— 

(1) by moving the indentation of subpara-
graph (W) 2 ems to the left; 

(2) in subparagraph (X)— 
(A) by moving the indentation 2 ems to the 

left; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(3) in subparagraph (Y), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(4) by inserting after subparagraph (Y) the 

following new subparagraph: 
‘‘(Z) in the case of a hospital, with respect 

to each individual who is admitted to the 
hospital on or after the date that is 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this subpara-
graph, to— 

‘‘(i) request permission of the individual to 
share the health data of the individual for 
health-related research purposes in accord-
ance with section 3023(a)(1) of the Public 
Health Service Act; and 

‘‘(ii) in the case where the individual 
grants permission to the sharing of such 
data, share the electronic health record of 
the individual for such purposes in accord-
ance with such section.’’. 

(d) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense 
of the Senate that any steering sub-
committee (or similar entity) for a National 
Artificial Intelligence Research Resource es-
tablished in the Interagency Committee es-
tablished under section 5103 of the William 
M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 
U.S.C. 9413) shall include an officer or em-
ployee of the National Institutes of Health. 

(e) NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 465(b) of the Pub-

lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 286(b)) is 
amended— 

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (8) as para-
graph (10); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (7) the fol-
lowing: 
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‘‘(8) establish facilities so that the Library 

serves as the central exchange center of fed-
erated data sharing; 

‘‘(9) establish a core data science program 
to guide and enable a diverse and comprehen-
sive community of health-related research 
data users; and’’. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Subpart 1 of part D of title IV of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 286 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 468. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated 
to the Secretary for fiscal year 2025— 

‘‘(1) $100,000,000 to carry out section 
465(b)(8); and 

‘‘(2) $100,000,000 to carry out section 
465(b)(9).’’. 

SA 2979. Mr. WICKER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
DIVISION lllll—VIEQUES RECOVERY 

AND REDEVELOPMENT 
SEC. lll01. SHORT TITLE. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Vieques 
Recovery and Redevelopment Act’’. 
SEC. lll02. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Vieques is an island municipality of 

Puerto Rico, measuring approximately 21 
miles long by 4 miles wide, and located ap-
proximately 8 miles east of the main island 
of Puerto Rico. 

(2) Prior to Hurricane Maria, residents of 
Vieques were served by an urgent medical 
care facility, the Susana Centeno Family 
Health Center, and residents had to travel 
off-island to obtain medical services, includ-
ing most types of emergency care because 
the facility did not have the basic use of x- 
ray machines, CT machines, EKG machines, 
ultrasounds, or PET scans. 

(3) The predominant means of transporting 
passengers and goods between Vieques and 
the main island of Puerto Rico is by ferry 
boat service, and over the years, the effi-
ciency of this service has frequently been 
disrupted, unreliable, and difficult for cancer 
patients to endure to receive treatment. 
Each trip to Ceiba, Puerto Rico, for the can-
cer patient is an additional out-of-pocket ex-
pense ranging from $120 to $200. 

(4) The United States Military maintained 
a presence on the eastern and western por-
tions of Vieques for close to 60 years, and 
used parts of the island as a training range 
during those years, dropping over 80 million 
tons of ordnance and other weaponry avail-
able to the United States military since 
World War II. 

(5) The unintended, unknown, and unavoid-
able consequences of these exercises were to 
expose Americans living on the islands to 
the residue of that weaponry which includes 
heavy metals and many other chemicals now 
known to harm human health. 

(6) According to Government and inde-
pendent documentation, the island of 
Vieques has high levels of heavy metals and 
has been exposed to chemical weapons and 
toxic chemicals. Since the military activity 
in Vieques, island residents have suffered 
from the health impacts from long-term ex-
posure to environmental contamination as a 

result of 62 years of military operations, and 
have experienced higher rates of certain dis-
eases among residents, including cancer, cir-
rhosis, hypertension, diabetes, heavy metal 
diseases, along with many unnamed and 
uncategorized illnesses. These toxic residues 
have caused the American residents of 
Vieques to develop illnesses due to ongoing 
exposure. 

(7) In 2017, Vieques was hit by Hurricane 
Maria, an unusually destructive storm that 
devastated Puerto Rico and intensified the 
existing humanitarian crisis on the island by 
destroying existing medical facilities. 

(8) The medical systems in place prior to 
Hurricane Maria were unable to properly 
handle the health crisis that existed due to 
the toxic residue left on the island by the 
military’s activities. 

(9) After Maria, the medical facility was 
closed due to damage and continues to be un-
able to perform even the few basic services 
that it did provide. Vieques needs a medical 
facility that can treat and address the crit-
ical and urgent need to get life-saving med-
ical services to its residents. Due to legal re-
strictions, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (in this division referred to as 
‘‘FEMA’’) is unable to provide a hospital 
where its capabilities exceed the abilities of 
the facility that existed prior to Maria; 
therefore Vieques needs assistance to build a 
facility to manage the vast health needs of 
its residents. 

(10) Every American has benefitted from 
the sacrifices of those Americans who have 
lived and are living on Vieques and it is our 
intent to acknowledge that sacrifice and to 
treat those Americans with the same respect 
and appreciation that other Americans 
enjoy. 

(11) In 2012, the residents of Vieques were 
denied the ability to address their needs in 
Court due to sovereign immunity, Sanchez v. 
United States, No. 3:09–cv–01260–DRD 
(D.P.R.). However, the United States Court 
of Appeals for the First Circuit referred the 
issue to Congress and urged it to address the 
humanitarian crisis. This bill attempts to 
satisfy that request such that Americans liv-
ing on Vieques have a remedy for the suf-
fering they have endured. 
SEC. lll03. SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST 

THE UNITED STATES FOR CERTAIN 
RESIDENTS OF THE ISLAND OF 
VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual claimant 
who has resided on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, for not less than 5 years before 
the date of enactment of this Act and files a 
claim for compensation under this section 
with the Special Master, appointed pursuant 
to subsection (c), shall be awarded monetary 
compensation as described in subsection (b) 
if— 

(1) the Special Master determines that the 
claimant is or was a resident or an imme-
diate heir (as determined by the laws of 
Puerto Rico) of a deceased claimant on the 
island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, during or 
after the United States Government used the 
island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military 
readiness; 

(2) the claimant previously filed a lawsuit 
or an administrative claim, or files a claim 
not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act against the United 
States Government for personal injury, in-
cluding illness or death arising from use by 
the United States Government of the island 
of Vieques for military readiness; and 

(3) the claimant produces evidence to the 
Special Master sufficient to show that a 
causal relationship exists between the claim-
ant’s chronic, life-threatening, or physical 
disease or illness limited to cancer, hyper-
tension, cirrhosis, kidney disease, diabetes, 
or a heavy metal poisoning and the United 

States Government’s use of the island of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military readiness, 
or that a causal relationship is at least as 
likely as not, which may be in the form of a 
sworn claimant affidavit stating the years 
the claimant lived on Vieques and the dis-
ease or illness with which the claimant has 
been diagnosed and which may be supple-
mented with additional information, includ-
ing a medical professional certification, at 
the request of the Special Master. 

(b) AMOUNTS OF AWARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A claimant who meets the 

requirements of subsection (a) shall be 
awarded compensation as follows: 

(A) $50,000 for 1 disease described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(B) $80,000 for 2 diseases described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(C) $110,000 for 3 or more diseases described 
in subsection (a)(3). 

(2) INCREASE IN AWARD.—In the case that an 
individual receiving an award under para-
graph (1) of this subsection contracts an-
other disease under subsection (a)(3) and 
files a new claim with the Special Master for 
an additional award not later than 10 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Special Master may award the individual 
an amount that is equal to the difference be-
tween— 

(A) the amount that the individual would 
have been eligible to receive had the disease 
been contracted before the individual filed 
an initial claim under subsection (a); and 

(B) the amount received by the individual 
pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(3) DECEASED CLAIMANTS.—In the case of an 
individual who dies before making a claim 
under this section or a claimant who dies be-
fore receiving an award under this section, 
any immediate heir to the individual or 
claimant, as determined by the laws of Puer-
to Rico, shall be eligible for one of the fol-
lowing awards: 

(A) Compensation in accordance with para-
graph (1), divided among any such heir. 

(B) Compensation based on the age of the 
deceased if the claimant produces evidence 
sufficient to conclude that a causal relation-
ship exists between the United States Mili-
tary activity and the death of the individual 
or that a causal relationship is as likely as 
not as follows: 

(i) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 20 years of age, 
$110,000, divided among any such heir. 

(ii) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 40 years of age, 
$80,000, divided among any such heir. 

(iii) In the case of an individual or claim-
ant who dies before attaining 60 years of age, 
$50,000, divided among any such heir. 

(c) APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MASTER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

shall appoint a Special Master not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act to consider claims by individuals 
and the municipality. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Attorney General 
shall consider the following in choosing the 
Special Master: 

(A) The individual’s experience in the proc-
essing of victims’ claims in relation to for-
eign or domestic governments. 

(B) The individual’s balance of experience 
in representing the interests of the United 
States and individual claimants. 

(C) The individual’s experience in matters 
of national security. 

(D) The individual’s demonstrated abilities 
in investigation and fact findings in complex 
factual matters. 

(E) Any experience the individual has had 
advising the United States Government. 

(d) AWARD AMOUNTS RELATED TO CLAIMS BY 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF VIEQUES.— 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:17 Jul 24, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00091 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A23JY6.075 S23JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E

---



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5250 July 23, 2024 
(1) AWARD.—The Special Master, in ex-

change for its administrative claims, shall 
provide the following as compensation to the 
Municipality of Vieques: 

(A) STAFF.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide medical staff, and other resources nec-
essary to build and operate a level three 
trauma center (in this section, referred to as 
‘‘medical facility’’) with a cancer center and 
renal dialysis unit and its equipment. The 
medical facility shall be able to treat life- 
threatening, chronic, heavy metal, and phys-
ical and mental diseases. The medical facil-
ity shall be able to provide basic x-ray, EKG, 
internal medicine expertise, medical coordi-
nation personnel and case managers, 
ultrasound, and resources necessary to 
screen claimants described in subsection (a) 
who are receiving treatment for the diseases 
or illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection for cancer and the other pre-
vailing health problems. 

(B) OPERATIONS.—The Special Master shall 
fund the operations of the medical facility to 
provide medical care for pediatric and adult 
patients who reside on the island of Vieques, 
allowing the patients to be referred for ter-
tiary and quaternary health care facilities 
when necessary, and providing the transpor-
tation and medical costs when traveling off 
the island of Vieques. 

(C) INTERIM SERVICES.—Before the medical 
facility on the island of Vieques is oper-
ational, the Special Master shall provide to 
claimants described in subsection (a) who 
are receiving treatment for the diseases or 
illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection— 

(i) urgent health care air transport to hos-
pitals on the mainland of Puerto Rico from 
the island of Vieques; 

(ii) medical coordination personnel and 
case managers; 

(iii) telemedicine communication abilities; 
and 

(iv) any other services that are necessary 
to alleviate the health crisis on the island of 
Vieques. 

(D) SCREENING.—The Special Master shall 
make available, at no cost to the patient, 
medical screening for cancer, cirrhosis, dia-
betes, and heavy metal contamination on the 
island of Vieques. 

(E) ACADEMIC PARTNER.—The Special Mas-
ter shall appoint an academic partner, with 
appropriate experience and an established re-
lationship with the Municipality of Vieques, 
that shall— 

(i) lead a research and outreach endeavor 
on behalf of the Municipality of Vieques; 

(ii) select the appropriate scientific exper-
tise and administer defined studies, con-
ducting testing and evaluation of the soils, 
seas, plant and animal food sources, and the 
health of residents; and 

(iii) determine and implement the most ef-
ficient and effective way to reduce the envi-
ronmental toxins to a level sufficient to re-
turn the soils, seas, food sources, and health 
circumstances to a level that reduces the 
diseases on the island of Vieques to the aver-
age in the United States. 

(F) DUTIES.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide amounts necessary for the academic 
partner and medical coordinator to carry out 
the duties described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D). 

(G) PROCUREMENT.—The Special Master 
shall provide amounts necessary to com-
pensate the Municipality of Vieques for— 

(i) contractual procurement obligations 
and additional expenses incurred by the mu-
nicipality as a result of the enactment of 
this section and settlement of its claim; and 

(ii) any other damages and costs to be in-
curred by the municipality, if the Special 
Master determines that it is necessary to 
carry out the purpose of this section. 

(H) POWER SOURCE.—The Special Master 
shall determine the best source of producing 
independent power on the island of Vieques 
that is hurricane resilient and can effec-
tively sustain the needs of the island and 
shall authorize such construction as an 
award to the Municipality of Vieques. 

(2) SOURCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), amounts awarded under 
this division shall be made from amounts ap-
propriated under section 1304 of title 31, 
United States Code, commonly known as the 
‘‘Judgment Fund’’, as if claims were adju-
dicated by a United States District Court 
under section 1346(b) of title 28, United 
States Code. 

(B) LIMITATION.—Total amounts awarded 
under this division shall not exceed 
$1,000,000,000. 

(3) DETERMINATION AND PAYMENT OF 
CLAIMS.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF FILING PROCE-
DURES.—The Attorney General shall estab-
lish procedures whereby individuals and the 
municipality may submit claims for pay-
ments under this section to the Special Mas-
ter. 

(B) DETERMINATION OF CLAIMS.—The Spe-
cial Master shall, in accordance with this 
subsection, determine whether each claim 
meets the requirements of this section. 
Claims filed by residents of the island of 
Vieques that have been disposed of by a 
court under chapter 171 of title 28, United 
States Code, shall be treated as if such 
claims are currently filed. 

(e) ACTION ON CLAIMS.—The Special Master 
shall make a determination on any claim 
filed under the procedures established under 
this section not later than 150 days after the 
date on which the claim is filed. 

(f) PAYMENT IN FULL SETTLEMENT OF 
CLAIMS BY INDIVIDUALS AND THE MUNICI-
PALITY OF VIEQUES AGAINST THE UNITED 
STATES.—The acceptance by an individual or 
the Municipality of Vieques of a payment of 
an award under this section shall— 

(1) be final and conclusive; 
(2) be deemed to be in full satisfaction of 

all claims under chapter 171 of title 28, 
United States Code; and 

(3) constitute a complete release by the in-
dividual or municipality of such claim 
against the United States and against any 
employee of the United States acting in the 
scope of employment who is involved in the 
matter giving rise to the claim. 

(g) CERTIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF PAY-
MENTS UNDER OTHER LAWS.—Amounts paid 
to an individual under this section— 

(1) shall be treated for purposes of the laws 
of the United States as damages for human 
suffering; and 

(2) may not be included as income or re-
sources for purposes of determining eligi-
bility to receive benefits described in section 
3803(c)(2)(C) of title 31, United States Code, 
or the amount of such benefits. 

(h) LIMITATION ON CLAIMS.—A claim to 
which this section applies shall be barred un-
less the claim is filed within 15 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(i) ATTORNEY’S FEES.—Notwithstanding 
any contract, a representative of an indi-
vidual may not receive, for services rendered 
in connection with a claim of the individual 
under this division, more than 20 percent of 
a payment made under this division. 

SA 2980. Mr. WICKER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-

partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
DIVISION lllll—VIEQUES RECOVERY 

AND REDEVELOPMENT 
SEC. lll01. SHORT TITLE. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Vieques 
Recovery and Redevelopment Act’’. 
SEC. lll02. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Vieques is an island municipality of 

Puerto Rico, measuring approximately 21 
miles long by 4 miles wide, and located ap-
proximately 8 miles east of the main island 
of Puerto Rico. 

(2) Prior to Hurricane Maria, residents of 
Vieques were served by an urgent medical 
care facility, the Susana Centeno Family 
Health Center, and residents had to travel 
off-island to obtain medical services, includ-
ing most types of emergency care because 
the facility did not have the basic use of x- 
ray machines, CT machines, EKG machines, 
ultrasounds, or PET scans. 

(3) The predominant means of transporting 
passengers and goods between Vieques and 
the main island of Puerto Rico is by ferry 
boat service, and over the years, the effi-
ciency of this service has frequently been 
disrupted, unreliable, and difficult for cancer 
patients to endure to receive treatment. 
Each trip to Ceiba, Puerto Rico, for the can-
cer patient is an additional out-of-pocket ex-
pense ranging from $120 to $200. 

(4) The United States Military maintained 
a presence on the eastern and western por-
tions of Vieques for close to 60 years, and 
used parts of the island as a training range 
during those years, dropping over 80 million 
tons of ordnance and other weaponry avail-
able to the United States military since 
World War II. 

(5) The unintended, unknown, and unavoid-
able consequences of these exercises were to 
expose Americans living on the islands to 
the residue of that weaponry which includes 
heavy metals and many other chemicals now 
known to harm human health. 

(6) According to Government and inde-
pendent documentation, the island of 
Vieques has high levels of heavy metals and 
has been exposed to chemical weapons and 
toxic chemicals. Since the military activity 
in Vieques, island residents have suffered 
from the health impacts from long-term ex-
posure to environmental contamination as a 
result of 62 years of military operations, and 
have experienced higher rates of certain dis-
eases among residents, including cancer, cir-
rhosis, hypertension, diabetes, heavy metal 
diseases, along with many unnamed and 
uncategorized illnesses. These toxic residues 
have caused the American residents of 
Vieques to develop illnesses due to ongoing 
exposure. 

(7) In 2017, Vieques was hit by Hurricane 
Maria, an unusually destructive storm that 
devastated Puerto Rico and intensified the 
existing humanitarian crisis on the island by 
destroying existing medical facilities. 

(8) The medical systems in place prior to 
Hurricane Maria were unable to properly 
handle the health crisis that existed due to 
the toxic residue left on the island by the 
military’s activities. 

(9) After Maria, the medical facility was 
closed due to damage and continues to be un-
able to perform even the few basic services 
that it did provide. Vieques needs a medical 
facility that can treat and address the crit-
ical and urgent need to get life-saving med-
ical services to its residents. Due to legal re-
strictions, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (in this division referred to as 
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‘‘FEMA’’) is unable to provide a hospital 
where its capabilities exceed the abilities of 
the facility that existed prior to Maria; 
therefore Vieques needs assistance to build a 
facility to manage the vast health needs of 
its residents. 

(10) Every American has benefitted from 
the sacrifices of those Americans who have 
lived and are living on Vieques and it is our 
intent to acknowledge that sacrifice and to 
treat those Americans with the same respect 
and appreciation that other Americans 
enjoy. 

(11) In 2012, the residents of Vieques were 
denied the ability to address their needs in 
Court due to sovereign immunity, Sanchez v. 
United States, No. 3:09–cv–01260–DRD 
(D.P.R.). However, the United States Court 
of Appeals for the First Circuit referred the 
issue to Congress and urged it to address the 
humanitarian crisis. This bill attempts to 
satisfy that request such that Americans liv-
ing on Vieques have a remedy for the suf-
fering they have endured. 
SEC. lll03. SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST 

THE UNITED STATES FOR CERTAIN 
RESIDENTS OF THE ISLAND OF 
VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual claimant 
who has resided on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, for not less than 5 years before 
the date of enactment of this Act and files a 
claim for compensation under this section 
with the Special Master, appointed pursuant 
to subsection (c), shall be awarded monetary 
compensation as described in subsection (b) 
if— 

(1) the Special Master determines that the 
claimant is or was a resident or an imme-
diate heir (as determined by the laws of 
Puerto Rico) of a deceased claimant on the 
island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, during or 
after the United States Government used the 
island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military 
readiness; 

(2) the claimant previously filed a lawsuit 
or an administrative claim, or files a claim 
not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act against the United 
States Government for personal injury, in-
cluding illness or death arising from use by 
the United States Government of the island 
of Vieques for military readiness; and 

(3) the claimant produces evidence to the 
Special Master sufficient to show that a 
causal relationship exists between the claim-
ant’s chronic, life-threatening, or physical 
disease or illness limited to cancer, hyper-
tension, cirrhosis, kidney disease, diabetes, 
or a heavy metal poisoning and the United 
States Government’s use of the island of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military readiness, 
or that a causal relationship is at least as 
likely as not, which may be in the form of a 
sworn claimant affidavit stating the years 
the claimant lived on Vieques and the dis-
ease or illness with which the claimant has 
been diagnosed and which may be supple-
mented with additional information, includ-
ing a medical professional certification, at 
the request of the Special Master. 

(b) AMOUNTS OF AWARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A claimant who meets the 

requirements of subsection (a) shall be 
awarded compensation as follows: 

(A) $50,000 for 1 disease described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(B) $80,000 for 2 diseases described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(C) $110,000 for 3 or more diseases described 
in subsection (a)(3). 

(2) INCREASE IN AWARD.—In the case that an 
individual receiving an award under para-
graph (1) of this subsection contracts an-
other disease under subsection (a)(3) and 
files a new claim with the Special Master for 
an additional award not later than 10 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 

the Special Master may award the individual 
an amount that is equal to the difference be-
tween— 

(A) the amount that the individual would 
have been eligible to receive had the disease 
been contracted before the individual filed 
an initial claim under subsection (a); and 

(B) the amount received by the individual 
pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(3) DECEASED CLAIMANTS.—In the case of an 
individual who dies before making a claim 
under this section or a claimant who dies be-
fore receiving an award under this section, 
any immediate heir to the individual or 
claimant, as determined by the laws of Puer-
to Rico, shall be eligible for one of the fol-
lowing awards: 

(A) Compensation in accordance with para-
graph (1), divided among any such heir. 

(B) Compensation based on the age of the 
deceased if the claimant produces evidence 
sufficient to conclude that a causal relation-
ship exists between the United States Mili-
tary activity and the death of the individual 
or that a causal relationship is as likely as 
not as follows: 

(i) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 20 years of age, 
$110,000, divided among any such heir. 

(ii) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 40 years of age, 
$80,000, divided among any such heir. 

(iii) In the case of an individual or claim-
ant who dies before attaining 60 years of age, 
$50,000, divided among any such heir. 

(c) APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MASTER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

shall appoint a Special Master not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act to consider claims by individuals 
and the municipality. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Attorney General 
shall consider the following in choosing the 
Special Master: 

(A) The individual’s experience in the proc-
essing of victims’ claims in relation to for-
eign or domestic governments. 

(B) The individual’s balance of experience 
in representing the interests of the United 
States and individual claimants. 

(C) The individual’s experience in matters 
of national security. 

(D) The individual’s demonstrated abilities 
in investigation and fact findings in complex 
factual matters. 

(E) Any experience the individual has had 
advising the United States Government. 

(d) AWARD AMOUNTS RELATED TO CLAIMS BY 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF VIEQUES.— 

(1) AWARD.—The Special Master, in ex-
change for its administrative claims, shall 
provide the following as compensation to the 
Municipality of Vieques: 

(A) STAFF.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide medical staff, and other resources nec-
essary to build and operate a level three 
trauma center (in this section, referred to as 
‘‘medical facility’’) with a cancer center and 
renal dialysis unit and its equipment. The 
medical facility shall be able to treat life- 
threatening, chronic, heavy metal, and phys-
ical and mental diseases. The medical facil-
ity shall be able to provide basic x-ray, EKG, 
internal medicine expertise, medical coordi-
nation personnel and case managers, 
ultrasound, and resources necessary to 
screen claimants described in subsection (a) 
who are receiving treatment for the diseases 
or illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection for cancer and the other pre-
vailing health problems. 

(B) OPERATIONS.—The Special Master shall 
fund the operations of the medical facility to 
provide medical care for pediatric and adult 
patients who reside on the island of Vieques, 
allowing the patients to be referred for ter-
tiary and quaternary health care facilities 
when necessary, and providing the transpor-

tation and medical costs when traveling off 
the island of Vieques. 

(C) INTERIM SERVICES.—Before the medical 
facility on the island of Vieques is oper-
ational, the Special Master shall provide to 
claimants described in subsection (a) who 
are receiving treatment for the diseases or 
illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection— 

(i) urgent health care air transport to hos-
pitals on the mainland of Puerto Rico from 
the island of Vieques; 

(ii) medical coordination personnel and 
case managers; 

(iii) telemedicine communication abilities; 
and 

(iv) any other services that are necessary 
to alleviate the health crisis on the island of 
Vieques. 

(D) SCREENING.—The Special Master shall 
make available, at no cost to the patient, 
medical screening for cancer, cirrhosis, dia-
betes, and heavy metal contamination on the 
island of Vieques. 

(E) ACADEMIC PARTNER.—The Special Mas-
ter shall appoint an academic partner, with 
appropriate experience and an established re-
lationship with the Municipality of Vieques, 
that shall— 

(i) lead a research and outreach endeavor 
on behalf of the Municipality of Vieques; 

(ii) select the appropriate scientific exper-
tise and administer defined studies, con-
ducting testing and evaluation of the soils, 
seas, plant and animal food sources, and the 
health of residents; and 

(iii) determine and implement the most ef-
ficient and effective way to reduce the envi-
ronmental toxins to a level sufficient to re-
turn the soils, seas, food sources, and health 
circumstances to a level that reduces the 
diseases on the island of Vieques to the aver-
age in the United States. 

(F) DUTIES.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide amounts necessary for the academic 
partner and medical coordinator to carry out 
the duties described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D). 

(G) PROCUREMENT.—The Special Master 
shall provide amounts necessary to com-
pensate the Municipality of Vieques for— 

(i) contractual procurement obligations 
and additional expenses incurred by the mu-
nicipality as a result of the enactment of 
this section and settlement of its claim; and 

(ii) any other damages and costs to be in-
curred by the municipality, if the Special 
Master determines that it is necessary to 
carry out the purpose of this section. 

(H) POWER SOURCE.—The Special Master 
shall determine the best source of producing 
independent power on the island of Vieques 
that is hurricane resilient and can effec-
tively sustain the needs of the island and 
shall authorize such construction as an 
award to the Municipality of Vieques. 

(2) SOURCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), amounts awarded under 
this division shall be made from amounts ap-
propriated under section 1304 of title 31, 
United States Code, commonly known as the 
‘‘Judgment Fund’’, as if claims were adju-
dicated by a United States District Court 
under section 1346(b) of title 28, United 
States Code. 

(B) LIMITATION.—Total amounts awarded 
under this division shall not exceed 
$1,000,000,000. 

(3) DETERMINATION AND PAYMENT OF 
CLAIMS.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF FILING PROCE-
DURES.—The Attorney General shall estab-
lish procedures whereby individuals and the 
municipality may submit claims for pay-
ments under this section to the Special Mas-
ter. 
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(B) DETERMINATION OF CLAIMS.—The Spe-

cial Master shall, in accordance with this 
subsection, determine whether each claim 
meets the requirements of this section. 
Claims filed by residents of the island of 
Vieques that have been disposed of by a 
court under chapter 171 of title 28, United 
States Code, shall be treated as if such 
claims are currently filed. 

(e) ACTION ON CLAIMS.—The Special Master 
shall make a determination on any claim 
filed under the procedures established under 
this section not later than 150 days after the 
date on which the claim is filed. 

(f) PAYMENT IN FULL SETTLEMENT OF 
CLAIMS BY INDIVIDUALS AND THE MUNICI-
PALITY OF VIEQUES AGAINST THE UNITED 
STATES.—The acceptance by an individual or 
the Municipality of Vieques of a payment of 
an award under this section shall— 

(1) be final and conclusive; 
(2) be deemed to be in full satisfaction of 

all claims under chapter 171 of title 28, 
United States Code; and 

(3) constitute a complete release by the in-
dividual or municipality of such claim 
against the United States and against any 
employee of the United States acting in the 
scope of employment who is involved in the 
matter giving rise to the claim. 

(g) CERTIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF PAY-
MENTS UNDER OTHER LAWS.—Amounts paid 
to an individual under this section— 

(1) shall be treated for purposes of the laws 
of the United States as damages for human 
suffering; and 

(2) may not be included as income or re-
sources for purposes of determining eligi-
bility to receive benefits described in section 
3803(c)(2)(C) of title 31, United States Code, 
or the amount of such benefits. 

(h) LIMITATION ON CLAIMS.—A claim to 
which this section applies shall be barred un-
less the claim is filed within 15 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(i) ATTORNEY’S FEES.—Notwithstanding 
any contract, a representative of an indi-
vidual may not receive, for services rendered 
in connection with a claim of the individual 
under this division, more than 17 percent of 
a payment made under this division. 

SA 2981. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. NATIONAL CEMETERIES OPEN ON 

LEGAL PUBLIC HOLIDAYS. 
Each national cemetery administered by 

the Department of Defense, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, or the National Park 
Service shall be open to visitors on the legal 
public holidays described in section 6103(a) of 
title 5, United States Code. 

SA 2982. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS TO DEPART-

MENT OF DEFENSE FACILITIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 67 of title 18, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘§ 1390. Unauthorized access to Department 

of Defense facilities 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful, 

within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
without authorization to knowingly go upon 
any property that— 

‘‘(1) is under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Defense; and 

‘‘(2) is closed or restricted. 
‘‘(b) PENALTIES.—Any person who violates 

subsection (a) shall— 
‘‘(1) in the case of the first offense, be fined 

under this title, imprisoned not more than 
180 days, or both; 

‘‘(2) in the case of the second offense, be 
fined under this title, imprisoned not more 
than 3 years, or both; and 

‘‘(3) in the case of the third or subsequent 
offense, be fined under this title, imprisoned 
not more than 6 years, or both. 

‘‘(c) DETERMINATION OF STATUS.—For pur-
poses of this section, a person shall be con-
sidered convicted of a second or subsequent 
offense if, prior to the commission of the of-
fense, 1 or more prior convictions of the per-
son under subsection (a) became final.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of sections for chapter 67 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘1390. Unauthorized access to Department of 

Defense facilities.’’. 

SA 2983. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for her-
self and Mr. MORAN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. PROHIBITION ON UNFAIR AND DECEP-

TIVE ADVERTISING OF HOTEL 
ROOMS AND OTHER SHORT-TERM 
RENTAL PRICES. 

(a) PROHIBITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for a 

covered entity to display, advertise, market, 
or offer in interstate commerce, including 
through direct offerings, third-party dis-
tribution, or metasearch referrals, a price for 
covered services that does not clearly, con-
spicuously, and prominently— 

(A) display the total services price, if a 
price is displayed, in any advertisement, 
marketing, or price list wherever the covered 
services are displayed, advertised, marketed, 
or offered for sale; 

(B) disclose to any individual who seeks to 
purchase covered services the total services 
price at the time the covered services are 
first displayed to the individual and anytime 
thereafter throughout the covered services 
purchasing process; and 

(C) disclose, prior to the final purchase, 
any tax, fee, or assessment imposed by any 
government entity, quasi-government enti-
ty, or government-created special district or 
program on the sale of covered services. 

(2) INDIVIDUAL COMPONENTS.—Provided that 
such displays are less prominent than the 
total service price required in paragraph (1), 

nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the display of— 

(A) individual components of the total 
price; or 

(B) details of other items not required by 
paragraph (1). 

(3) INDEMNIFICATION PROVISIONS.—Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to prohibit 
any covered entity from entering into a con-
tract with any other covered entity that 
contains an indemnification provision with 
respect to price or fee information disclosed, 
exchanged, or shared between the covered 
entities that are parties to the contract. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT.— 
(1) ENFORCEMENT BY THE COMMISSION.— 
(A) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-

TICES.—A violation of subsection (a) shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed 
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(B) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-

force this section in the same manner, by the 
same means, and with the same jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties as though all applicable 
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were 
incorporated into and made a part of this 
Act. 

(ii) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates this section shall be subject 
to the penalties and entitled to the privi-
leges and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(iii) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to limit the 
authority of the Commission under any 
other provision of law. 

(2) ENFORCEMENT BY STATES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If the attorney general of 

a State has reason to believe that an interest 
of the residents of the State has been or is 
being threatened or adversely affected by a 
practice that violates subsection (a), the at-
torney general of the State may, as parens 
patriae, bring a civil action on behalf of the 
residents of the State in an appropriate dis-
trict court of the United States to obtain ap-
propriate relief. 

(B) RIGHTS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(i) NOTICE TO THE COMMISSION.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

clause (III), the attorney general of a State, 
before initiating a civil action under sub-
paragraph (A) shall notify the Commission in 
writing that the attorney general intends to 
bring such civil action. 

(II) CONTENTS.—The notification required 
by subclause (I) shall include a copy of the 
complaint to be filed to initiate the civil ac-
tion. 

(III) EXCEPTION.—If it is not feasible for 
the attorney general of a State to provide 
the notification required by subclause (I) be-
fore initiating a civil action under subpara-
graph (A), the attorney general shall notify 
the Commission immediately upon insti-
tuting the civil action. 

(ii) INTERVENTION BY THE COMMISSION.—The 
Commission may— 

(I) intervene in any civil action brought by 
the attorney general of a State under sub-
paragraph (A); and 

(II) upon intervening— 
(aa) be heard on all matters arising in the 

civil action; and 
(bb) file petitions for appeal. 
(C) INVESTIGATORY POWERS.—Nothing in 

this paragraph may be construed to prevent 
the attorney general of a State from exer-
cising the powers conferred on the attorney 
general by the laws of the State to conduct 
investigations, to administer oaths or affir-
mations, or to compel the attendance of wit-
nesses or the production of documentary or 
other evidence. 
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(D) ACTION BY THE COMMISSION.—Whenever 

a civil action has been instituted by or on 
behalf of the Commission for violation of 
subsection (a), no attorney general of a State 
may, during the pendency of that action, in-
stitute an action under subparagraph (A) 
against any defendant named in the com-
plaint in that action for a violation of sub-
section (a) alleged in such complaint. 

(E) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.— 
(i) VENUE.—Any action brought under sub-

paragraph (A) may be brought in— 
(I) the district court of the United States 

that meets applicable requirements relating 
to venue under section 1391 of title 28, United 
States Code; or 

(II) another court of competent jurisdic-
tion. 

(ii) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action 
brought under subparagraph (A), process 
may be served in any district in which— 

(I) the defendant is an inhabitant, may be 
found, or transacts business; or 

(II) venue is proper under section 1391 of 
title 28, United States Code. 

(F) ACTIONS BY OTHER STATE OFFICIALS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—In addition to civil ac-

tions brought by an attorney general under 
subparagraph (A), any other officer of a 
State who is authorized by the State to do so 
may bring a civil action under subparagraph 
(A), subject to the same requirements and 
limitations that apply under this paragraph 
to civil actions brought by attorneys gen-
eral. 

(ii) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
paragraph may be construed to prohibit an 
authorized official of a State from initiating 
or continuing any proceeding in a court of 
the State for a violation of any civil or 
criminal law of the State. 

(3) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION OF COMPLI-
ANCE.—In any action pursuant to paragraph 
(1) or (2), an intermediary or third-party on-
line seller shall be entitled to a rebuttable 
presumption of compliance with the price 
display requirements of subsection (a)(1), if 
such intermediary or third-party online sell-
er— 

(A) relied in good faith on information pro-
vided to the intermediary or third-party on-
line seller by a hotel or short-term rental, or 
agent acting on behalf of such hotel or short- 
term rental, and such information was inac-
curate at the time it was provided to the 
intermediary or third-party online seller; 
and 

(B) took prompt action to remove or cor-
rect any false or inaccurate information 
about the total services price after receiving 
notice that such information was false or in-
accurate. 

(c) PREEMPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A State, or political sub-

division of a State, may not maintain, en-
force, prescribe, or continue in effect any 
law, rule, regulation, requirement, standard, 
or other provision having the force and effect 
of law of the State, or political subdivision 
of the State, that prohibits a covered entity 
from advertising, displaying, marketing, or 
otherwise offering, or otherwise affects the 
manner in which a covered entity may ad-
vertise, display, market, or otherwise offer, 
for sale in interstate commerce, including 
through a direct offering, third-party dis-
tribution, or metasearch referral, a price of a 
reservation for a covered service that does 
not include each mandatory fee. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section 
may not be construed to— 

(A) preempt any law of a State or political 
subdivision of a State relating to contracts 
or torts; or 

(B) preempt any law of a State or political 
subdivision of a State to the extent that 
such law relates to an act of fraud, unauthor-
ized access to personal information, or noti-

fication of unauthorized access to personal 
information. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) BASE SERVICES PRICE.—The term ‘‘base 

services price’’ — 
(A) means, with respect to the covered 

services provided by a hotel or short-term 
rental, the price in order to obtain the cov-
ered services of the hotel or short-term rent-
al; and 

(B) does not include— 
(i) any service fee; 
(ii) any taxes or fees imposed by a govern-

ment or quasi-government entity; 
(iii) assessment fees of a government-cre-

ated special district or program; or 
(iv) any charges or fees for an optional 

product or service associated with the cov-
ered services that may be selected by a pur-
chaser of covered services. 

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Trade Commission. 

(3) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered 
entity’’ means a person, partnership, or cor-
poration with respect to whom the Commis-
sion has jurisdiction under section 5(a)(2) of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
45(a)(2)), including— 

(A) a hotel or short-term rental; 
(B) a third-party online seller; or 
(C) an intermediary. 
(4) COVERED SERVICES.—The term ‘‘covered 

services’’ means the temporary provision of 
a room, building, or other lodging facility. 

(5) HOTEL.—The term ‘‘hotel’’ means an es-
tablishment that is— 

(A) primarily engaged in providing a cov-
ered service to the general public; and 

(B) promoted, advertised, or marketed in 
interstate commerce or for which such estab-
lishment’s services are sold in interstate 
commerce. 

(6) INTERMEDIARY.—The term ‘‘inter-
mediary’’ means an entity that operates ei-
ther as a business-to-business platform, con-
sumer-facing platform, or both, that dis-
plays, including through direct offerings, 
third-party distribution, or metasearch re-
ferral, a price for covered services or price 
comparison tools for consumers seeking cov-
ered services. 

(7) OPTIONAL PRODUCT OR SERVICE.—The 
term ‘‘optional product or service’’ means a 
product or service that an individual does 
not need to purchase to use or obtain cov-
ered services 

(8) SERVICE FEE.—The term ‘‘service fee’’— 
(A) means a charge imposed by a covered 

entity that must be paid in order to obtain 
covered services; and 

(B) does not include— 
(i) any taxes or fees imposed by a govern-

ment or quasi-government entity; 
(ii) any assessment fees of a government- 

created special district or program; or 
(iii) any charges or fees for an optional 

product or service associated with the cov-
ered services that may be selected by a pur-
chaser of covered services. 

(9) SHORT-TERM RENTAL.—The term ‘‘short- 
term rental’’ means a property, including a 
single-family dwelling or a unit in a condo-
minium, cooperative, or time-share, that 
provides covered services (either with re-
spect to the entire property or a part of the 
property) to the general public— 

(A) in exchange for a fee; 
(B) for periods shorter than 30 consecutive 

days; and 
(C) is promoted, advertised, or marketed in 

interstate commerce or for which such prop-
erty’s services are sold in interstate com-
merce. 

(10) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 
of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
and any territory or possession of the United 
States. 

(11) THIRD-PARTY ONLINE SELLER.—The 
term ‘‘third-party online seller’’ means any 
person other than a hotel or short-term rent-
al that sells covered services or offers for 
sale covered services with respect to a hotel 
or short-term rental in a transaction facili-
tated on the internet. 

(12) TOTAL SERVICES PRICE.—The term 
‘‘total services’’— 

(A) means, with respect to covered serv-
ices, the total cost of the covered services, 
including the base services price and any 
service fees; and 

(B) does not include— 
(i) any taxes or fees imposed by a govern-

ment or quasi-government entity; 
(ii) any assessment fees of a government- 

created special district or program; or 
(iii) any charges or fees for an optional 

product or service associated with the cov-
ered services that may be selected by a pur-
chaser of covered services. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The prohibition 
under subsection (a) shall take effect 450 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act and shall apply to advertisements, dis-
plays, marketing, and offers of covered serv-
ices of a covered entity made on or after 
such date. 

SA 2984. Ms. BUTLER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. NON-COMPETITIVE HIRING ELIGI-

BILITY UNDER THE NATIONAL SERV-
ICE LAWS. 

(a) NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE ACT 
OF 1990.—Title I of the National and Commu-
nity Service Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12511 et 
seq.) is amended by inserting after section 
189D (42 U.S.C. 12645g) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 189E. NON-COMPETITIVE HIRING ELIGI-

BILITY. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ means an 

agency, office, or other establishment in the 
executive branch of the Federal Government. 

‘‘(2) COMPETITIVE SERVICE.—The term ‘com-
petitive service’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 2102 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(b) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
provision of chapter 33 of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointments in the 
competitive service, and under such regula-
tions as the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall prescribe, the head 
of any agency may, in accordance with sub-
sections (c) and (e), noncompetitively ap-
point any individual who is certified under 
subsection (d) to a position in the competi-
tive service for which the individual is other-
wise qualified. 

‘‘(c) APPOINTMENT IN PERMANENT POSI-
TION.—Any person appointed to a permanent 
position under subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) become a career-conditional employee, 
unless the employee has otherwise com-
pleted the service requirements for career 
tenure; and 

‘‘(2) acquire competitive status upon com-
pletion of any prescribed probationary pe-
riod. 

‘‘(d) CERTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUAL.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Executive Offi-

cer may certify an individual under this sub-
section if the individual successfully com-
pleted— 
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‘‘(A) a term of national service as a Team 

Leader or Member, as described in paragraph 
(1) or (4) of section 155(b), in the AmeriCorps 
National Civilian Community Corps program 
component described in section 153; 

‘‘(B) a period of service of not less than one 
year as a volunteer or designated volunteer 
leader under part A of title I of the Domestic 
Volunteer Service Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 4950 
et seq.); or 

‘‘(C) not less than 1,700 hours of service 
under section 139(b)(1) as a participant under 
section 137. 

‘‘(2) RELIANCE ON OTHER CERTIFICATIONS.— 
In making any certification under paragraph 
(1), the Chief Executive Officer may rely on 
a certification made by the entity that se-
lected the individual for, and supervised the 
individual in, the activity described in sub-
paragraph (A), (B), or (C) of such paragraph. 

‘‘(3) ERRONEOUS OR INCORRECT CERTIFI-
CATION.—If the Chief Executive Officer deter-
mines that a certification under paragraph 
(1) is erroneous or incorrect, the Corporation 
shall, after considering the full facts and cir-
cumstances surrounding the erroneous or in-
correct certification, take action as per-
mitted under law. 

‘‘(e) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—The head of 
any agency may make an appointment of an 
individual under subsection (b)— 

‘‘(1) not later than 1 year after the date of 
completion by the individual of an activity 
described in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of 
subsection (d)(1); or 

‘‘(2) not later than 3 years after such date 
in the case of an individual who, following 
such service, was engaged— 

‘‘(A) in military service, 
‘‘(B) in the pursuit of studies at a recog-

nized institution of higher learning, or 
‘‘(C) in other activities that, as determined 

by the head of such agency, warrant an ex-
tended time period.’’. 

(b) DOMESTIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE ACT OF 
1973.— Section 415 of the Domestic Volunteer 
Service Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 5055) is amend-
ed by striking subsection (d). 

SA 2985. Ms. BUTLER (for herself and 
Mrs. BRITT) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 10ll. IMPROVE INITIATIVE. 

Part B of title IV of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 284 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 409K. IMPROVE INITIATIVE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, in consultation 
with the Director the Eunice Kennedy Shriv-
er National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development, shall establish a pro-
gram to be known as the Implementing a 
Maternal health and PRegnancy Outcomes 
Vision for Everyone Initiative (referred to in 
this section as the ‘Initiative’). 

‘‘(b) DUTIES.—The Initiative shall— 
‘‘(1) advance research to— 
‘‘(A) reduce preventable causes of maternal 

mortality and severe maternal morbidity; 
‘‘(B) reduce health disparities related to 

maternal health outcomes, including such 
disparities associated with medically under-
served populations; and 

‘‘(C) improve health for pregnant and 
postpartum women before, during, and after 
pregnancy; 

‘‘(2) use an integrated approach to under-
stand the factors, including biological, be-
havioral, and other factors, that affect ma-
ternal mortality and severe maternal mor-
bidity by building an evidence base for im-
proved outcomes in specific regions of the 
United States; and 

‘‘(3) target health disparities associated 
with maternal mortality and severe mater-
nal morbidity by— 

‘‘(A) implementing and evaluating commu-
nity-based interventions for disproportion-
ately affected women; and 

‘‘(B) identifying risk factors and the under-
lying biological mechanisms associated with 
leading causes of maternal mortality and se-
vere maternal morbidity in the United 
States. 

‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Director of the 
Institute may award grants or enter into 
contracts, cooperative agreements, or other 
transactions to carry out subsection (a). 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $53,400,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2025 through 2031.’’. 

SA 2986. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1027. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

NAMING OF NAVAL VESSEL IN 
HONOR OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
RICHARD E. CAREY. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Secretary of the Navy 
should name the Spearhead-class expedi-
tionary fast transport vessel of the United 
States Navy that has been ordered (Hull 
Number T-EPF-16) in honor of Lieutenant 
General Richard E. Carey for the acts of 
valor described in subsection (b). 

(b) ACTS OF VALOR.—The acts of valor de-
scribed in this subsection are as follows: 

(1) In September 1950 in Korea, Lieutenant 
General Richard E. Carey participated in the 
Inchon Landing, captured communist forces, 
and led his rifle platoon to Seoul. Three 
months later, on East Hill at the Chosin Res-
ervoir, Carey hurled grenades at Chinese 
forces. Carey and his fellow Marines were 
outnumbered eight to one. They held their 
ground and broke through the Chinese trap 
to the sea. 

(2) Carey remained in the fight until March 
1951. While commanding a platoon of ma-
chine gunners, Carey was badly wounded. He 
continued leading his troops and initially re-
fused to get aid for his injuries. Carey’s 
wounds required hospitalization. During 189 
days in Korea, Carey had seven near-death 
experiences. As a result of his actions in 
Korea, Carey received the Silver Star, the 
Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart. 

(3) Returning to the United States, Carey 
earned a flight training slot and became a 
fighter pilot. In the early 1960s, Carey scout-
ed Marine Corps airfield sites in Vietnam. He 
returned to Vietnam in the summer of 1967 
and served during the Tet Offensive. Carey 
flew 204 combat sorties, earning the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and 16 Air Medals. 

SA 2987. Mr. CORNYN (for himself, 
Mr. WELCH, and Mr. RISCH) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. POST-EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTIONS ON 

OFFICIALS IN POSITIONS SUBJECT 
TO SENATE CONFIRMATION. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Conflict-free Leaving Employ-
ment and Activity Restrictions Path Act’’ or 
the ‘‘CLEAR Path Act’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) Congress and the executive branch have 
recognized the importance of preventing and 
mitigating the potential for conflicts of in-
terest following government service, includ-
ing with respect to senior United States offi-
cials working on behalf of foreign govern-
ments; and 

(2) Congress and the executive branch 
should jointly evaluate the status and scope 
of post-employment restrictions. 

(c) POST-EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 207 of title 18, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(m) EXTENDED POST-EMPLOYMENT RE-
STRICTIONS FOR OFFICIALS IN POSITIONS SUB-
JECT TO SENATE CONFIRMATION.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term 

‘country of concern’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 1(m) of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2651a(m)). 

‘‘(B) FOREIGN GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY.—The 
term ‘foreign governmental entity’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 1(m) of 
the State Department Basic Authorities Act 
of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a(m)). 

‘‘(C) REPRESENT.—The term ‘represent’ 
does not include representation by an attor-
ney, who is duly licensed and authorized to 
provide legal advice in a United States juris-
diction, of a person or entity in a legal ca-
pacity or for the purposes of rendering legal 
advice. 

‘‘(D) SENATE-CONFIRMED POSITION.—The 
term ‘Senate-confirmed position’ means a 
position in a department or agency of the ex-
ecutive branch of the United States for 
which appointment is required to be made by 
the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

‘‘(2) AGENCY HEADS, DEPUTY HEADS, AND 
OTHER POSITIONS SUBJECT TO SENATE CON-
FIRMATION.—With respect to a person serving 
as the head or deputy head of, or serving in 
any Senate-confirmed position in, a depart-
ment or agency of the executive branch of 
the United States, the restrictions described 
in subsection (f)(1) shall apply to any such 
person who knowingly represents, aids, or 
advises— 

‘‘(A) a foreign governmental entity before 
an officer or employee of the executive or 
legislative branch of the United States with 
the intent to influence a decision of the offi-
cer or employee in carrying out his or her of-
ficial duties for 2 years after the termination 
of the person’s service in that position; or 

‘‘(B) a foreign governmental entity of a 
country of concern before an officer or em-
ployee of the executive or legislative branch 
of the United States with the intent to influ-
ence a decision of the officer or employee in 
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carrying out his or her official duties at any 
time after the termination of the person’s 
service in that position. 

‘‘(3) NOTICE OF RESTRICTIONS.—Any person 
subject to the restrictions under this sub-
section shall be provided notice of these re-
strictions by the relevant department or 
agency— 

‘‘(A) upon appointment by the President; 
and 

‘‘(B) upon termination of service with the 
relevant department or agency. 

‘‘(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The restrictions 
under this subsection shall apply only to per-
sons who are appointed by the President to 
the positions referenced in this section on or 
after the date of enactment of the Conflict- 
free Leaving Employment and Activity Re-
strictions Path Act. 

‘‘(5) SUNSET.—The restrictions under this 
subsection shall expire on the date that is 5 
years after the date of enactment of the Con-
flict-free Leaving Employment and Activity 
Restrictions Path Act.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1(m) 
of the State Department Basic Authorities 
Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a(m)) is amended— 

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (6) and (7) 
as paragraphs (7) and (8), respectively; and 

(B) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(6) RELATION TO GOVERNMENT-WIDE RE-
STRICTIONS.—This subsection shall not apply 
to a person by reason of the person’s service 
in a position referenced in this subsection if 
the person is subject to the restrictions 
under section 207(m) of title 18, United 
States Code, by reason of the same service.’’. 

(d) MECHANISM TO AMEND DEFINITION OF 
‘‘COUNTRY OF CONCERN’’.—Section 1(m) of the 
State Department Basic Authorities Act of 
1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a(m)), as amended by sub-
section (c)(2), is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(9) MODIFICATION TO DEFINITION OF ‘COUN-
TRY OF CONCERN’.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
may, in consultation with the Attorney Gen-
eral, propose the addition or deletion of 
countries described in paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(B) SUBMISSION.—Any proposal described 
in subparagraph (A) shall— 

‘‘(i) be submitted to the Chairman and 
Ranking Member of the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Chair-
man and Ranking Member of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

‘‘(ii) become effective upon enactment of a 
joint resolution of approval as described in 
subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(C) JOINT RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-

graph (B)(ii), the term ‘joint resolution of 
approval’ means only a joint resolution— 

‘‘(I) that does not have a preamble; 
‘‘(II) that includes in the matter after the 

resolving clause the following: ‘That Con-
gress approves the modification of the defini-
tion of ‘‘country of concern’’ under section 
1(m) of the State Department Basic Authori-
ties Act of 1956, as submitted by the Sec-
retary of State on llll; and section 
1(m)(1)(A) of the State Department Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a(m)(1)(A)) 
is amended by llllll.’, the blank spaces 
being appropriately filled in with the appro-
priate date and the amendatory language re-
quired to modify the list of countries in 
paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection by adding 
or deleting 1 or more countries; and 

‘‘(III) the title of which is as follows: ‘Joint 
resolution approving modifications to defini-
tion of ‘‘country of concern’’ under section 
1(m) of the State Department Basic Authori-
ties Act of 1956.’. 

‘‘(ii) REFERRAL.— 

‘‘(I) SENATE.—A resolution described in 
clause (i) that is introduced in the Senate 
shall be referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate. 

‘‘(II) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.—A reso-
lution described in clause (i) that is intro-
duced in the House of Representatives shall 
be referred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives.’’. 

SA 2988. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1216. LIMITED EXCEPTION TO FUNDING 

PROHIBITION FOR FOREIGN SECU-
RITY FORCES THAT HAVE COM-
MITTED A GROSS VIOLATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 

Section 362(b) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘has taken all 
necessary corrective steps,’’ and inserting 
‘‘is taking effective steps to bring the re-
sponsible members of the security forces 
unit to justice,’’. 

SA 2989. Mr. CORNYN (for himself 
and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title VI, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 615. TERMINATION OF OBLIGATION TO 

REPAY BONUSES OF MEMBERS SEP-
ARATED FOR REFUSING COVID–19 
VACCINE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A former member of the 
Armed Forces who was separated from the 
Armed Forces solely because the former 
member refused to obtain a COVID–19 vac-
cine shall be released from any obligation to 
repay the prorated portion of any bonus re-
ceived by the former member for any period 
of obligated service on or after January 10, 
2023. 

(b) REIMBURSMENT OF REPAYMENTS.—A 
former member of the Armed Forces de-
scribed in subsection (a) who, before the date 
of the enactment of this Act, repaid any of 
the prorated portion of a bonus described in 
that subsection shall be reimbursed for such 
repayment. 

SA 2990. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title VII, add 
the following: 

SEC. 750. REGENERATIVE MEDICINE TECH-
NOLOGIES STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than May 1, 
2025, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs, in coordination with the Sur-
geons General of the Armed Forces and the 
Joint Staff Surgeon, shall develop a strategy 
for regenerative medicine technologies to 
support health of and return to duty by 
members of the Armed Forces following 
traumatic injuries sustained in training and 
combat operations. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required 
under subsection (a) shall, at a minimum— 

(1) focus on addressing medical challenges 
experienced by members of the Armed 
Forces in training and combat operations in 
which regenerative medicine technologies, 
including anatomically-precise therapeutics, 
can be used to treat vertebral, orthopedic, 
craniofacial, and musculoskeletal injuries; 

(2) identify partnerships with academic 
medical centers, industry, nonprofit organi-
zations, and small businesses in regenerative 
medicine to support existing and future med-
ical requirements of members of the Armed 
Forces; 

(3) identify laboratory and medical product 
development requirements of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including research and de-
velopment, to support transition and fielding 
of regenerative medicine technologies; 

(4) identify gaps in regenerative medicine 
capabilities and actions needed to close or 
mitigate those gaps; and 

(5) provide recommendations to transition 
regenerative medicine technologies into clin-
ical practice to treat vertebral, orthopedic, 
craniofacial, and musculoskeletal injuries 
sustained in training and combat operations. 

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after 
completion of the strategy required under 
subsection (a), the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Health Affairs shall provide to 
the congressional defense committees a 
briefing on the strategy. 

SA 2991. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 358. PROCUREMENT OF SOFTWARE AS A 

SERVICE AND DATA AS A SERVICE 
FOR PURPOSES OF ARTIFICIAL IN-
TELLIGENCE SYSTEMS. 

(a) USE OF FUNDS.—The Secretary of De-
fense may use amounts made available to 
the Secretary for operation and maintenance 
to procure software as a service and data as 
a service and modify software to include ar-
tificial intelligence systems to meet the 
operational needs of the Department of De-
fense. 

(b) REVISION OF REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall revise or develop reg-
ulations as necessary to implement this sec-
tion, which shall include regulations gov-
erning the procurement and modification of 
software, data, and artificial intelligence 
systems, and the oversight of such procure-
ment and modification. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) SOFTWARE.—The term ‘‘software’’ has 

the meaning given that term under the Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation maintained 
under section 1303(a)(1) of title 41, United 
States Code, and includes non-commercial, 
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commercial, and commercial-off-the shelf 
software. 

(2) SOFTWARE AS A SERVICE.—The term 
‘‘software as a service’’ means a software de-
livery model in which software is provided 
on a subscription basis and is accessed re-
motely over the internet. 

(3) DATA AS A SERVICE.—The term ‘‘data as 
a service’’ means a data delivery model in 
which data is provided on a subscription 
basis and is accessed remotely over the 
internet. 

(4) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM.—The 
term ‘‘artificial intelligence system’’ means 
a system that is capable of performing tasks 
that normally require human-like cognition, 
including learning, decision-making, and 
problem-solving. 

(d) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate 
on September 30, 2026. 

SA 2992. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XXVIII, 
add the following: 
SEC. 2836. LAND CONVEYANCE, BOYLE MEMO-

RIAL ARMY RESERVE CENTER, 
PARIS, TEXAS. 

(a) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of the Army may convey to Paris Jun-
ior College, located in Paris, Texas (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘College’’), all 
right, title, and interest of the United States 
in and to a parcel of real property, including 
any improvements thereon, consisting of ap-
proximately 4 acres, known as the former 
Boyle Memorial Army Reserve Center, lo-
cated in Paris, Texas. 

(b) CONSIDERATION.— 
(1) CONSIDERATION REQUIRED.—As consider-

ation for the conveyance under subsection 
(a), the College shall pay to the Secretary of 
the Army an amount equal to not less than 
the fair market value of the property to be 
conveyed, as determined by the Secretary, 
which may consist of cash payment, in-kind 
consideration as described in paragraph (2), 
or a combination thereof. 

(2) IN-KIND CONSIDERATION.—In-kind consid-
eration provided by the College under para-
graph (1) may include— 

(A) the acquisition, construction, provi-
sion, improvement, maintenance, repair, or 
restoration (including environmental res-
toration), or a combination thereof, of any 
property, facilities, or infrastructure; or 

(B) the delivery of services relating to the 
needs of the Department of the Army that 
the Secretary considers acceptable. 

(3) CONVEYANCE.—Cash payments received 
under paragraph (1) as consideration for the 
conveyance under subsection (a) shall be de-
posited in the special account in the Treas-
ury established under section 572(b)(5) of 
title 40, United States Code. 

(c) PAYMENT OF COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.— 
(1) PAYMENT REQUIRED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Army shall require the College to cover costs 
to be incurred by the Secretary, or to reim-
burse the Secretary for costs incurred by the 
Secretary, to carry out the conveyance 
under subsection (a), including survey costs, 
costs for environmental documentation re-
lated to the conveyance, and any other ad-
ministrative costs related to the conveyance. 

(B) COLLECTION IN ADVANCE.—If amounts 
are collected from the College in advance of 

the Secretary incurring the actual costs, and 
the amount collected exceeds the costs actu-
ally incurred by the Secretary to carry out 
the conveyance under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall refund the excess amount to 
the College. 

(2) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts received as re-

imbursement under paragraph (1)(A) shall be 
credited to the fund or account that was used 
to cover the costs incurred by the Secretary 
in carrying out the conveyance under sub-
section (a) or, if the period of availability of 
obligations for that appropriation has ex-
pired, to the appropriations of a fund that is 
currently available to the Secretary for the 
same purpose. 

(B) MERGER OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts cred-
ited to a fund or account under subparagraph 
(A) shall be merged with amounts in such 
fund or account and shall be available for the 
same purposes, and subject to the same con-
ditions and limitations, as amounts in such 
fund or account. 

(d) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—The exact 
acreage and legal description of the parcel of 
real property to be conveyed under sub-
section (a) shall be determined by surveys 
satisfactory to the Secretary of the Army. 

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
The Secretary of the Army may require such 
additional terms and conditions in connec-
tion with the conveyance under subsection 
(a) as the Secretary considers appropriate to 
protect the interests of the United States. 

SA 2993. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself, 
Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. CRAMER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of part I of subtitle F of title V, 
add the following: 
SEC. 578. ELIGIBILITY OF DEPENDENTS OF CER-

TAIN DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES FOR ENROLLMENT 
IN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DO-
MESTIC DEPENDENT ELEMENTARY 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 

Section 2164(j) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), in the first sentence, 
by striking ‘‘an individual described in para-
graph (2)’’ and inserting ‘‘a member of a for-
eign armed force residing on a military in-
stallation in the United States (including 
territories, commonwealths, and possessions 
of the United States)’’; and 

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary may authorize the 
enrollment in a Department of Defense edu-
cation program provided by the Secretary 
pursuant to subsection (a) of a dependent not 
otherwise eligible for such enrollment who is 
the dependent of a member of the armed 
forces who died in— 

‘‘(i) an international terrorist attack 
against the United States or a foreign coun-
try friendly to the United States, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) military operations while serving out-
side the United States (including the com-
monwealths, territories, and possessions of 
the United States) as part of a peacekeeping 
force; or 

‘‘(iii) the line of duty in a combat-related 
operation, as designated by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B)(i) Except as provided by clause (ii), 
enrollment of a dependent described in sub-
paragraph (A) in a Department of Defense 
education program provided pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall be on a tuition-free, space 
available basis. 

‘‘(ii) In the case of a dependent described in 
subparagraph (A) residing on a military in-
stallation in the United States (including 
territories, commonwealths, and possessions 
of the United States), the Secretary may au-
thorize enrollment of the dependent in a De-
partment of Defense education program pro-
vided pursuant to subsection (a) on a tuition- 
free, space required basis.’’. 

SA 2994. Mr. OSSOFF submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. RURAL EMERGENCY HOSPITAL FIX. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1861(kkk)(3) of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395x(kkk)(3)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting 
‘‘March 11, 2020, or’’ after ‘‘as of’’. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services may implement 
the amendment made by subsection (a) by 
program instruction or otherwise. 

SA 2995. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. IMPROVING COORDINATION BETWEEN 

FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES AND 
THE DO NOT PAY WORKING SYSTEM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 801(a) of title VIII 
of division FF of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260) is amend-
ed by striking paragraph (7) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(7) by adding at the end the following 
paragraph: 

‘‘ ‘(11) The Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity shall, to the extent feasible, provide in-
formation furnished to the Commissioner 
under paragraph (1) to the agency operating 
the Do Not Pay working system described in 
section 3354(c) of title 31, United States Code, 
for the authorized uses of the Do Not Pay 
working system through a cooperative ar-
rangement with such agency, provided that 
the requirements of subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) of paragraph (3) are met with respect to 
such arrangement with such agency.’.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
801(b)(2) of title VIII of division FF of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116–260) is amended by striking ‘‘on 
the date that is 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘on De-
cember 28, 2026’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on De-
cember 28, 2026. 
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SA 2996. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. RESEARCH INTO SAN PEDRO BASIN 

CONTAMINATION AND BIOREMEDI-
ATION OPTIONS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATORS.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trators’’ means the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Defense and heads of 
other relevant agencies. 

(2) COVERED WASTE.—The term ‘‘covered 
waste’’ means— 

(A) dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane, 
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane degradation 
products, and byproducts of 
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane manufac-
turing; and 

(B) other industrial wastes including mili-
tary explosives, munitions, radioactive 
waste, refinery byproducts, and associated 
chemicals. 

(b) RESEARCH, MONITORING, AND REMEDI-
ATION.—The Administrators shall— 

(1) conduct status and trend monitoring of 
the dumping of covered waste in the San 
Pedro Basin; 

(2) conduct research to characterize the 
scope, impact, and potential for penetration 
into the marine food web of the dumping of 
covered waste in the San Pedro Basin; and 

(3) assess, analyze, and explore the poten-
tial of remediation with respect to the dump-
ing of covered waste at dump sites in the San 
Pedro Basin, including bioremediation. 

(c) STUDY OF SEAFLOOR CONTAMINATION.— 
The Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and the Sec-
retary of Defense, may provide funding under 
the Competitive Research Program of the 
National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science 
to support the study of deep seafloor con-
tamination from the dumping of covered 
waste off the coast of California, including 
the study of— 

(1) spatial and co-contaminant inventories; 
(2) transport and fate processes; and 
(3) ecosystem biomagnification. 
(d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrators shall submit a report describing 
a strategy for further research and remedi-
ation in the San Pedro Basin to the fol-
lowing committees: 

(1) The Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate. 

(2) The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate. 

(3) The Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives. 

(4) The Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(5) The Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives. 

(6) The Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate and the Committee on Armed 
Services of the House of Representatives. 

(7) The Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology of the House of Representatives. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to 

be appropriated for the program described in 
subsection (c), there is authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out such subsection 
$6,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 through 
2031. 

SA 2997. Ms. HIRONO (for herself and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title VII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 735. TRICARE COVERAGE FOR INCREASED 

SUPPLY OF CONTRACEPTION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than 

180 days after the date of the enactment of 
the Act, contraceptive supplies of up to 365 
days shall be covered under the TRICARE 
program for any eligible covered beneficiary 
to obtain, including in a single fill or refill, 
at the option of such beneficiary, the total 
days of supply (not to exceed a 365-day sup-
ply) for a contraceptive on the uniform for-
mulary provided through a pharmacy at a 
military medical treatment facility, a retail 
pharmacy described in section 
1074g(a)(2)(E)(ii) of title 10, United States 
Code, or through the national mail-order 
pharmacy program of the TRICARE pro-
gram. 

(b) OUTREACH.—Beginning not later than 90 
days after the implementation of coverage 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall 
conduct such outreach activities as are nec-
essary to inform health care providers and 
individuals who are enrolled in the TRICARE 
program of such coverage and the require-
ments to receive such coverage. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE COVERED BENEFICIARY.—The 

term ‘‘eligible covered beneficiary’’ means 
an eligible covered beneficiary (as defined in 
section 1074g(i) of title 10, United States 
Code) who is— 

(A) a member of the uniformed services 
serving on active duty; or 

(B) a dependent of a member described in 
subparagraph (A). 

(2) TRICARE PROGRAM; TRICARE PRIME.— 
The terms ‘‘TRICARE program’’ and 
‘‘TRICARE Prime’’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 1072 of title 10, United 
States Code. 

(3) UNIFORMED SERVICES.—The term ‘‘uni-
formed services’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 101 of title 10, United States 
Code. 

SA 2998. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title VI, add the 
following: 
SEC. 605. BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING: AU-

THORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
Not later than January 1, 2026, there is au-

thorized to be appropriated $1,200,000,000 for 
the purpose of fully funding the basic allow-

ance for housing for members of the uni-
formed services under section 403 of title 37, 
United States Code. 

SA 2999. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the subtitle B of title VI, add the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 615. TERMINATION OF OBLIGATION TO 

REPAY BONUSES OF MEMBERS SEP-
ARATED SOLELY FOR REFUSING 
COVID–19 VACCINE. 

(a) RELEASE FROM REPAYMENT OBLIGA-
TION.—A former member of the Armed 
Forces who was separated from the Armed 
Forces based solely on the failure of the 
member to obey an order to receive a vac-
cine for COVID–19 shall be released from any 
obligation to repay any bonus received by 
the former member from the Department of 
Defense. 

(b) REIMBURSEMENT OF REPAYMENTS.—A 
former member of the Armed Forces de-
scribed in subsection (a) who, before the date 
of the enactment of this Act, repaid any por-
tion of a bonus described in that subsection 
shall be reimbursed by the Secretary of De-
fense for such repayment. 

SA 3000. Mr. WICKER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
DIVISION lllll—VIEQUES RECOVERY 

AND REDEVELOPMENT 
SEC. lll01. SHORT TITLE. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Vieques 
Recovery and Redevelopment Act’’. 
SEC. lll02. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Vieques is an island municipality of 

Puerto Rico, measuring approximately 21 
miles long by 4 miles wide, and located ap-
proximately 8 miles east of the main island 
of Puerto Rico. 

(2) Prior to Hurricane Maria, residents of 
Vieques were served by an urgent medical 
care facility, the Susana Centeno Family 
Health Center, and residents had to travel 
off-island to obtain medical services, includ-
ing most types of emergency care because 
the facility did not have the basic use of x- 
ray machines, CT machines, EKG machines, 
ultrasounds, or PET scans. 

(3) The predominant means of transporting 
passengers and goods between Vieques and 
the main island of Puerto Rico is by ferry 
boat service, and over the years, the effi-
ciency of this service has frequently been 
disrupted, unreliable, and difficult for cancer 
patients to endure to receive treatment. 
Each trip to Ceiba, Puerto Rico, for the can-
cer patient is an additional out-of-pocket ex-
pense ranging from $120 to $200. 

(4) The United States Military maintained 
a presence on the eastern and western por-
tions of Vieques for close to 60 years, and 
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used parts of the island as a training range 
during those years, dropping over 80 million 
tons of ordnance and other weaponry avail-
able to the United States military since 
World War II. 

(5) The unintended, unknown, and unavoid-
able consequences of these exercises were to 
expose Americans living on the islands to 
the residue of that weaponry which includes 
heavy metals and many other chemicals now 
known to harm human health. 

(6) According to Government and inde-
pendent documentation, the island of 
Vieques has high levels of heavy metals and 
has been exposed to chemical weapons and 
toxic chemicals. Since the military activity 
in Vieques, island residents have suffered 
from the health impacts from long-term ex-
posure to environmental contamination as a 
result of 62 years of military operations, and 
have experienced higher rates of certain dis-
eases among residents, including cancer, cir-
rhosis, hypertension, diabetes, heavy metal 
diseases, along with many unnamed and 
uncategorized illnesses. These toxic residues 
have caused the American residents of 
Vieques to develop illnesses due to ongoing 
exposure. 

(7) In 2017, Vieques was hit by Hurricane 
Maria, an unusually destructive storm that 
devastated Puerto Rico and intensified the 
existing humanitarian crisis on the island by 
destroying existing medical facilities. 

(8) The medical systems in place prior to 
Hurricane Maria were unable to properly 
handle the health crisis that existed due to 
the toxic residue left on the island by the 
military’s activities. 

(9) After Maria, the medical facility was 
closed due to damage and continues to be un-
able to perform even the few basic services 
that it did provide. Vieques needs a medical 
facility that can treat and address the crit-
ical and urgent need to get life-saving med-
ical services to its residents. Due to legal re-
strictions, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (in this division referred to as 
‘‘FEMA’’) is unable to provide a hospital 
where its capabilities exceed the abilities of 
the facility that existed prior to Maria; 
therefore Vieques needs assistance to build a 
facility to manage the vast health needs of 
its residents. 

(10) Every American has benefitted from 
the sacrifices of those Americans who have 
lived and are living on Vieques and it is our 
intent to acknowledge that sacrifice and to 
treat those Americans with the same respect 
and appreciation that other Americans 
enjoy. 

(11) In 2012, the residents of Vieques were 
denied the ability to address their needs in 
Court due to sovereign immunity, Sanchez v. 
United States, No. 3:09–cv–01260–DRD 
(D.P.R.). However, the United States Court 
of Appeals for the First Circuit referred the 
issue to Congress and urged it to address the 
humanitarian crisis. This bill attempts to 
satisfy that request such that Americans liv-
ing on Vieques have a remedy for the suf-
fering they have endured. 
SEC. lll03. SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST 

THE UNITED STATES FOR CERTAIN 
RESIDENTS OF THE ISLAND OF 
VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual claimant 
who has resided on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, for not less than 5 years before 
the date of enactment of this Act and files a 
claim for compensation under this section 
with the Special Master, appointed pursuant 
to subsection (c), shall be awarded monetary 
compensation as described in subsection (b) 
if— 

(1) the Special Master determines that the 
claimant is or was a resident or an imme-
diate heir (as determined by the laws of 
Puerto Rico) of a deceased claimant on the 

island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, during or 
after the United States Government used the 
island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military 
readiness; 

(2) the claimant previously filed a lawsuit 
or an administrative claim, or files a claim 
not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act against the United 
States Government for personal injury, in-
cluding illness or death arising from use by 
the United States Government of the island 
of Vieques for military readiness; and 

(3) the claimant produces evidence to the 
Special Master sufficient to show that a 
causal relationship exists between the claim-
ant’s chronic, life-threatening, or physical 
disease or illness limited to cancer, hyper-
tension, cirrhosis, kidney disease, diabetes, 
or a heavy metal poisoning and the United 
States Government’s use of the island of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military readiness, 
or that a causal relationship is at least as 
likely as not, which may be in the form of a 
sworn claimant affidavit stating the years 
the claimant lived on Vieques and the dis-
ease or illness with which the claimant has 
been diagnosed and which may be supple-
mented with additional information, includ-
ing a medical professional certification, at 
the request of the Special Master. 

(b) AMOUNTS OF AWARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A claimant who meets the 

requirements of subsection (a) shall be 
awarded compensation as follows: 

(A) $50,000 for 1 disease described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(B) $80,000 for 2 diseases described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(C) $110,000 for 3 or more diseases described 
in subsection (a)(3). 

(2) INCREASE IN AWARD.—In the case that an 
individual receiving an award under para-
graph (1) of this subsection contracts an-
other disease under subsection (a)(3) and 
files a new claim with the Special Master for 
an additional award not later than 10 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Special Master may award the individual 
an amount that is equal to the difference be-
tween— 

(A) the amount that the individual would 
have been eligible to receive had the disease 
been contracted before the individual filed 
an initial claim under subsection (a); and 

(B) the amount received by the individual 
pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(3) DECEASED CLAIMANTS.—In the case of an 
individual who dies before making a claim 
under this section or a claimant who dies be-
fore receiving an award under this section, 
any immediate heir to the individual or 
claimant, as determined by the laws of Puer-
to Rico, shall be eligible for one of the fol-
lowing awards: 

(A) Compensation in accordance with para-
graph (1), divided among any such heir. 

(B) Compensation based on the age of the 
deceased if the claimant produces evidence 
sufficient to conclude that a causal relation-
ship exists between the United States Mili-
tary activity and the death of the individual 
or that a causal relationship is as likely as 
not as follows: 

(i) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 20 years of age, 
$110,000, divided among any such heir. 

(ii) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 40 years of age, 
$80,000, divided among any such heir. 

(iii) In the case of an individual or claim-
ant who dies before attaining 60 years of age, 
$50,000, divided among any such heir. 

(c) APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MASTER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

shall appoint a Special Master not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act to consider claims by individuals 
and the municipality. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Attorney General 
shall consider the following in choosing the 
Special Master: 

(A) The individual’s experience in the proc-
essing of victims’ claims in relation to for-
eign or domestic governments. 

(B) The individual’s balance of experience 
in representing the interests of the United 
States and individual claimants. 

(C) The individual’s experience in matters 
of national security. 

(D) The individual’s demonstrated abilities 
in investigation and fact findings in complex 
factual matters. 

(E) Any experience the individual has had 
advising the United States Government. 

(d) AWARD AMOUNTS RELATED TO CLAIMS BY 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF VIEQUES.— 

(1) AWARD.—The Special Master, in ex-
change for its administrative claims, shall 
provide the following as compensation to the 
Municipality of Vieques: 

(A) STAFF.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide medical staff, and other resources nec-
essary to build and operate a level three 
trauma center (in this section, referred to as 
‘‘medical facility’’) with a cancer center and 
renal dialysis unit and its equipment. The 
medical facility shall be able to treat life- 
threatening, chronic, heavy metal, and phys-
ical and mental diseases. The medical facil-
ity shall be able to provide basic x-ray, EKG, 
internal medicine expertise, medical coordi-
nation personnel and case managers, 
ultrasound, and resources necessary to 
screen claimants described in subsection (a) 
who are receiving treatment for the diseases 
or illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection for cancer and the other pre-
vailing health problems. 

(B) OPERATIONS.—The Special Master shall 
fund the operations of the medical facility to 
provide medical care for pediatric and adult 
patients who reside on the island of Vieques, 
allowing the patients to be referred for ter-
tiary and quaternary health care facilities 
when necessary, and providing the transpor-
tation and medical costs when traveling off 
the island of Vieques. 

(C) INTERIM SERVICES.—Before the medical 
facility on the island of Vieques is oper-
ational, the Special Master shall provide to 
claimants described in subsection (a) who 
are receiving treatment for the diseases or 
illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection— 

(i) urgent health care air transport to hos-
pitals on the mainland of Puerto Rico from 
the island of Vieques; 

(ii) medical coordination personnel and 
case managers; 

(iii) telemedicine communication abilities; 
and 

(iv) any other services that are necessary 
to alleviate the health crisis on the island of 
Vieques. 

(D) SCREENING.—The Special Master shall 
make available, at no cost to the patient, 
medical screening for cancer, cirrhosis, dia-
betes, and heavy metal contamination on the 
island of Vieques. 

(E) ACADEMIC PARTNER.—The Special Mas-
ter shall appoint an academic partner, with 
appropriate experience and an established re-
lationship with the Municipality of Vieques, 
that shall— 

(i) lead a research and outreach endeavor 
on behalf of the Municipality of Vieques; 

(ii) select the appropriate scientific exper-
tise and administer defined studies, con-
ducting testing and evaluation of the soils, 
seas, plant and animal food sources, and the 
health of residents; and 

(iii) determine and implement the most ef-
ficient and effective way to reduce the envi-
ronmental toxins to a level sufficient to re-
turn the soils, seas, food sources, and health 
circumstances to a level that reduces the 
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diseases on the island of Vieques to the aver-
age in the United States. 

(F) DUTIES.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide amounts necessary for the academic 
partner and medical coordinator to carry out 
the duties described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D). 

(G) PROCUREMENT.—The Special Master 
shall provide amounts necessary to com-
pensate the Municipality of Vieques for— 

(i) contractual procurement obligations 
and additional expenses incurred by the mu-
nicipality as a result of the enactment of 
this section and settlement of its claim; and 

(ii) any other damages and costs to be in-
curred by the municipality, if the Special 
Master determines that it is necessary to 
carry out the purpose of this section. 

(H) POWER SOURCE.—The Special Master 
shall determine the best source of producing 
independent power on the island of Vieques 
that is hurricane resilient and can effec-
tively sustain the needs of the island and 
shall authorize such construction as an 
award to the Municipality of Vieques. 

(2) SOURCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), amounts awarded under 
this division shall be made from amounts ap-
propriated under section 1304 of title 31, 
United States Code, commonly known as the 
‘‘Judgment Fund’’, as if claims were adju-
dicated by a United States District Court 
under section 1346(b) of title 28, United 
States Code. 

(B) LIMITATION.—Total amounts awarded 
under this division shall not exceed 
$1,000,000,000. 

(3) DETERMINATION AND PAYMENT OF 
CLAIMS.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF FILING PROCE-
DURES.—The Attorney General shall estab-
lish procedures whereby individuals and the 
municipality may submit claims for pay-
ments under this section to the Special Mas-
ter. 

(B) DETERMINATION OF CLAIMS.—The Spe-
cial Master shall, in accordance with this 
subsection, determine whether each claim 
meets the requirements of this section. 
Claims filed by residents of the island of 
Vieques that have been disposed of by a 
court under chapter 171 of title 28, United 
States Code, shall be treated as if such 
claims are currently filed. 

(e) ACTION ON CLAIMS.—The Special Master 
shall make a determination on any claim 
filed under the procedures established under 
this section not later than 150 days after the 
date on which the claim is filed. 

(f) PAYMENT IN FULL SETTLEMENT OF 
CLAIMS BY INDIVIDUALS AND THE MUNICI-
PALITY OF VIEQUES AGAINST THE UNITED 
STATES.—The acceptance by an individual or 
the Municipality of Vieques of a payment of 
an award under this section shall— 

(1) be final and conclusive; 
(2) be deemed to be in full satisfaction of 

all claims under chapter 171 of title 28, 
United States Code; and 

(3) constitute a complete release by the in-
dividual or municipality of such claim 
against the United States and against any 
employee of the United States acting in the 
scope of employment who is involved in the 
matter giving rise to the claim. 

(g) CERTIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF PAY-
MENTS UNDER OTHER LAWS.—Amounts paid 
to an individual under this section— 

(1) shall be treated for purposes of the laws 
of the United States as damages for human 
suffering; and 

(2) may not be included as income or re-
sources for purposes of determining eligi-
bility to receive benefits described in section 
3803(c)(2)(C) of title 31, United States Code, 
or the amount of such benefits. 

(h) LIMITATION ON CLAIMS.—A claim to 
which this section applies shall be barred un-
less the claim is filed within 15 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(i) ATTORNEY’S FEES.—Notwithstanding 
any contract, a representative of an indi-
vidual may not receive, for services rendered 
in connection with a claim of the individual 
under this division, more than 10 percent of 
a payment made under this division. 

SA 3001. Mr. PETERS (for himself, 
Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. BRAUN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 10lll. FEDERAL U.S. PHARMACEUTICAL 

SUPPLY CHAIN MAPPING. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Mapping America’s Pharma-
ceutical Supply Act’’ or the ‘‘MAPS Act’’ 

(b) PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLY CHAIN MAP-
PING.—The Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Secretary’’), in coordination with the heads 
of other relevant agencies, shall support ef-
forts, including through public-private part-
nerships, to map the entire United States 
pharmaceutical supply chain, from inception 
to distribution, and use data analytics to 
identify supply chain vulnerabilities and re-
lated national security threats. Such activi-
ties shall include, at minimum— 

(1) defining agency roles in monitoring the 
pharmaceutical supply chain and commu-
nicating supply chain vulnerabilities; 

(2) establishing a database of drugs, as de-
termined by the Secretary with consider-
ation given to the essential medicines list 
developed by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion in response to Executive Order 13944 (85 
Fed. Reg. 49929) and any other relevant as-
sessments or lists, as appropriate, to iden-
tify, in coordination with the private sector, 
a list of essential medicines, to be updated 
regularly and published on a timeframe that 
the Secretary, in coordination with the 
heads of other relevant agencies, determines 
appropriate, which shall include the drugs 
and the active pharmaceutical ingredients of 
such drugs that— 

(A) are reasonably likely to be required to 
respond to a public health emergency or to a 
chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear 
threat; or 

(B) the shortage of which would pose a sig-
nificant threat to the United States health 
care system or at-risk populations; and 

(3) with respect to drugs selected for inclu-
sion in the database pursuant to paragraph 
(2), identifying— 

(A) the location of establishments reg-
istered under subsection (b), (c), or (i) of sec-
tion 510 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 360) involved in the pro-
duction of active pharmaceutical ingredients 
and finished dosage forms, and the amount of 
such ingredients and finished dosage forms 
produced at each such establishment; 

(B) to the extent available, and as appro-
priate, the location of establishments so reg-
istered involved in the production of the key 
starting materials and excipients needed to 
produce the active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents and finished dosage forms, and the 
amount of such materials and excipients pro-
duced at each such establishment; and 

(C) any regulatory actions with respect to 
the establishments manufacturing such 
drugs, including with respect to labeling re-
quirements, registration and listing informa-
tion required to be submitted under section 
510 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act (21 U.S.C. 360), inspections and related 
regulatory activities conducted under sec-
tion 704 of such Act (21 U.S.C. 374), the sei-
zure of such a drug pursuant to section 304 of 
such Act (21 U.S.C. 334), any recalls of such 
a drug; inclusion of such a drug on the drug 
shortage list under section 506E of such Act 
(21 U.S.C. 356e), or prior drug shortages re-
ports of a discontinuance or interruption in 
the production of such a drug under 506C of 
such Act (21 U.S.C. 355d). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the heads of agencies with 
which the Secretary coordinates under sub-
section (b), shall submit a report to the rel-
evant congressional committees on— 

(1) progress on implementing subsection 
(b), including any timelines for full imple-
mentation, if any; 

(2) gaps in data needed for full implemen-
tation of such subsection; 

(3) how the database established under sub-
section (b)(2) increases Federal visibility 
into the pharmaceutical supply chain; 

(4) how Federal agencies are able to use 
data analytics to conduct predictive mod-
eling of anticipated drug shortages or na-
tional security threats; and 

(5) the extent to which industry has co-
operated in mapping the pharmaceutical 
supply chain and building the database de-
scribed in subsection (b)(2). 

(d) CONFIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INFORMA-
TION.—The exchange of information among 
the Secretary and the heads of other rel-
evant agencies, for purposes of carrying out 
this section shall not be a violation of sec-
tion 1905 of title 18, United States Code. 

(e) CLARIFICATION.—The database estab-
lished under this section shall not be pub-
licly disclosed. Nothing in this subsection 
shall be construed to relieve the Secretary 
from its reporting obligation under sub-
section (c). 

SA 3002. Mr. PETERS (for himself, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr. BROWN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 10ll. ROLLING ACTIVE PHARMACEUTICAL 

INGREDIENT AND DRUG RESERVE. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Rolling Active Pharmaceutical 
Ingredient and Drug Reserve Act’’ or the 
‘‘RAPID Reserve Act’’. 

(b) ROLLING ACTIVE PHARMACEUTICAL IN-
GREDIENT AND DRUG RESERVE.—The Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall award contracts or cooperative agree-
ments to eligible entities with respect to 
drugs and active pharmaceutical ingredients 
of such drugs that the Secretary determines 
to be critical and to have vulnerable supply 
chains. The Secretary shall publish the list 
of such drugs and active pharmaceutical in-
gredients of such drugs. 
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(c) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity, pursu-

ant to a contract or cooperative agreement 
under subsection (b), shall agree to— 

(A) maintain, in a satisfactory domestic 
establishment registered under section 510(b) 
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 360(b)) or in a satisfactory foreign 
establishment registered under section 510(i) 
of such Act that is located in a country that 
is a member of the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development, which 
may be an establishment owned and operated 
by the entity, or by a wholesaler, dis-
tributor, or other third-party under contract 
with the entity, a 6-month reserve, or other 
reasonable quantity, as determined by the 
Secretary, of— 

(i) the active pharmaceutical ingredient of 
the eligible drug specified in the contract or 
cooperative agreement, which reserve shall 
be regularly replenished with a recently 
manufactured supply of such ingredient; and 

(ii) the finished eligible drug product speci-
fied in the contract or cooperative agree-
ment, which reserve shall be regularly re-
plenished with a recently manufactured sup-
ply of such product; 

(B) implement production of the eligible 
drug or an active pharmaceutical ingredient 
of the eligible drug, at the direction of the 
Secretary, under the terms of, and in such 
quantities as specified in, the contract or co-
operative agreement; and 

(C) enter into an arrangement with the 
Secretary under which the eligible entity— 

(i) agrees to transfer a portion, as deter-
mined necessary, of the reserve of active 
pharmaceutical ingredient maintained pur-
suant to subparagraph (A)(i) to another drug 
manufacturer in the event that the Sec-
retary determines there to be a need for ad-
ditional finished eligible drug product and 
such eligible entity is unable to use the re-
serve of active pharmaceutical ingredient to 
manufacture a sufficient supply of such drug 
product; and 

(ii) permits the Secretary to direct alloca-
tion of the reserve of active pharmaceutical 
ingredient so maintained in the event of a 
public health emergency or chemical, bio-
logical, radiological, or nuclear threat. 

(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary, in coordination with the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, shall issue guid-
ance on— 

(A) the factors the Secretary will use to 
determine which eligible drugs, or active 
pharmaceutical ingredient of such drugs, 
have vulnerable supply chains and how a 
contract or cooperative agreement would 
help minimize the vulnerability or 
vulnerabilities identified; 

(B) the factors the Secretary will consider 
in determining eligibility of an entity to 
participate in the program under this sec-
tion, which shall include an entity’s commit-
ment to quality systems, including strong 
manufacturing infrastructure, reliable proc-
esses, and trained staff, as well as the enti-
ty’s commitment to domestic manufacturing 
capacity and surge capacity, as appropriate; 
and 

(C) requirements for entities receiving an 
award under this section, including the ex-
tent of excess manufacturing capacity the 
manufacturers will be required to generate, 
the amount of redundancy required, and re-
quirements relating to advanced quality sys-
tems. 

(3) PREFERENCE.—In awarding contracts 
and cooperative agreements under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall give pref-
erence to eligible entities that will carry out 
the requirements of paragraph (1) through 
one or more domestic establishments reg-
istered under section 510(b) of the Federal 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
360(b)) capable of manufacturing the eligible 
drug. To the greatest extent practicable, the 
Secretary shall award contracts and coopera-
tive agreements with manufacturers in a 
manner that strengthens domestic manufac-
turing, resiliency, and capacity of eligible 
drugs and their active pharmaceutical ingre-
dients. 

(d) ADDITIONAL CONTRACT AND COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENT TERMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each contract or coopera-
tive agreement under subsection (b) shall be 
subject to such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary may specify, including terms and 
conditions with respect to procurement, 
maintenance, storage, testing, and delivery 
of drugs, in alignment with inventory man-
agement and other applicable best practices, 
under such contract or cooperative agree-
ment, which may consider, as appropriate, 
costs of transporting and handling such 
drugs. 

(2) TERMS CONCERNING THE ACQUISITION, 
CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION, OR RENOVATION 
OF ESTABLISHMENTS.—The Secretary may 
award a contract or cooperative agreement 
under this section to support the acquisition, 
construction, alteration, or renovation of 
non-Federally owned establishments— 

(A) as determined necessary to carry out 
or improve preparedness and response capa-
bility at the State and local level; or 

(B) for the production of drugs, devices, 
and supplies where the Secretary determines 
that such a contract or cooperative agree-
ment is necessary to ensure sufficient 
amounts of such drugs, devices, and supplies. 

(e) REQUIREMENTS IN AWARDING CON-
TRACTS.—To the greatest extent practicable, 
the Secretary shall award contracts and co-
operative agreements under this section in a 
manner that— 

(1) maximizes quality, minimizes cost, 
minimizes vulnerability of the United States 
to severe shortages or disruptions for eligible 
drugs and their active pharmaceutical ingre-
dients, gives preference to domestic manu-
facturers, and encourages competition in the 
marketplace; and 

(2) increases domestic production surge ca-
pacity and reserves of domestic-based manu-
facturing establishments for critical drugs 
and active pharmaceutical ingredients of 
such drugs. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ACTIVE PHARMACEUTICAL INGREDIENT.— 

The term ‘‘active pharmaceutical ingre-
dient’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 744A of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379j–41). 

(2) DRUG.—The term ‘‘drug’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 201(g) of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 321(g)). 

(3) DRUG SHORTAGE; SHORTAGE.—The term 
‘‘drug shortage’’ or ‘‘shortage’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 506C of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 356c). 

(4) ELIGIBLE DRUG.—The term ‘‘eligible 
drug’’ means a drug, as determined by the 
Secretary, in coordination with the with As-
sistant Secretary for Preparedness and Re-
sponse, the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, and the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs— 

(A) that is approved under section 505(j) of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 355(j)) or licensed under section 
351(k) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 262(k)); 

(B)(i) that is reasonably likely to be re-
quired to respond to a public health emer-
gency or to a chemical, biological, radio-
logical, or nuclear threat; or 

(ii) the shortage of which would pose a sig-
nificant threat to the United States health 
care system or at-risk populations; and 

(C) that has a vulnerable supply chain, 
such as a geographic concentration of manu-
facturing, poor quality or safety issues, com-
plex manufacturing or chemistry, or few 
manufacturers. 

(5) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible 
entity’’ means a person that— 

(A)(i) is the holder of an approved applica-
tion under subsection (j) of section 505 of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 355) or subsection (k) of section 351 of 
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262) 
for an eligible drug; 

(ii) maintains at least one domestic estab-
lishment registered under section 510(b) of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 360(b)) or one foreign establish-
ment registered under section 510(i) of such 
Act that is located in a country that is a 
member of the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development that is capa-
ble of manufacturing the eligible drug; and 

(iii) has a strong record of good manufac-
turing practices of drugs; 

(B)(i) is a manufacturer of an active phar-
maceutical ingredient for an eligible drug, in 
partnership with an entity that meets the 
requirements of subparagraph (A); 

(ii) maintains at least one domestic estab-
lishment registered under section 510(b) of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 360(b)) or one foreign establish-
ment registered under section 510(i) of such 
Act that is located in a country that is a 
member of the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development that is capa-
ble of manufacturing the active pharma-
ceutical ingredient; and 

(iii) has a strong record of good manufac-
turing practices of active pharmaceutical in-
gredients; or 

(C) is a distributor or wholesaler of an eli-
gible drug, in partnership with an entity 
that meets the requirements of subparagraph 
(A). 

(g) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
2 years after the date on which the first 
award is made under this section, and every 
2 years thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit a report to Congress detailing— 

(1) the list of drugs determined to be eligi-
ble drugs, as described in subsection (f)(2), 
and the rationale behind selecting each such 
drug; and 

(2) an update on the effectiveness of the 
program under this section, in a manner that 
does not compromise national security. 

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—To 
carry out this section, there is authorized to 
be appropriated $500,000,000 for fiscal year 
2024. 
SEC. 10ll. GAO REPORT. 

Not later than 18 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall— 

(1) examine, such as through a survey or 
other means, excess or underutilized domes-
tic manufacturing capacity for critical drugs 
and active pharmaceutical ingredients of 
such drugs, including capacity to manufac-
ture different dosage forms, such as oral tab-
lets and sterile injectable drugs, and the ca-
pacity to manufacture drugs with various 
characteristics, such as cytotoxic drugs and 
drugs requiring lyophilization; and 

(2) prepare and submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs and the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate and the Committee on Homeland 
Security and the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the House of Representatives 
that— 

(A) includes— 
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(i) the results of the survey under para-

graph (1); 
(ii) an assessment of projected costs of uti-

lizing and expanding existing domestic man-
ufacturing capabilities and policies, as of the 
date of the report, that may help establish or 
strengthen domestic manufacturing capacity 
for key starting materials, excipients, active 
pharmaceutical ingredients, and finished 
dosage manufacturing establishments; and 

(iii) an evaluation of policies designed to 
invest in advanced domestic manufacturing 
capabilities and capacity for critical active 
pharmaceutical ingredients and drug prod-
ucts; and 

(B) shall be publicly available in an unclas-
sified form, but may include a classified 
annex containing any information that the 
Comptroller General determines to be sen-
sitive. 

SA 3003. Mr. WARNER (for himself, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. REED, and Mr. ROM-
NEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. TERRORIST FINANCING PREVENTION. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DIGITAL ASSET.—Except as provided by 

the Secretary by rule, the term ‘‘digital 
asset’’ means any digital representation of 
value that is recorded on a cryptographically 
secured distributed ledger or any similar 
technology. 

(2) FOREIGN DIGITAL ASSET PLATFORM.—The 
term ‘‘foreign digital asset platform’’ means 
any foreign person or group of foreign per-
sons that, as determined by the Secretary, 
engages in facilitating the exchange, pur-
chase, sale, custody, transfer, issuance, or 
lending of digital assets. 

(3) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘foreign financial institution’’ has the 
meaning given that term under section 
561.308 of title 31, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 

(4) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 
person’’ means an individual or entity that 
is not a United States person. 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(6) SPECIALLY DESIGNATED GLOBAL TER-
RORIST; SPECIALLY DESIGNATED GLOBAL TER-
RORIST ORGANIZATION.—The terms ‘‘specially 
designated global terrorist’’ and ‘‘specially 
designated global terrorist organization’’ 
mean an individual or organization, respec-
tively, that has been designated as a spe-
cially designated global terrorist by the Sec-
retary of State, pursuant to Executive Order 
13224 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to block-
ing property and prohibiting transactions 
with persons who commit, threaten to com-
mit, or support terrorism). 

(7) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) an individual who is a United States 
citizen or an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence to the United States; 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States, including a foreign branch 
of such an entity; or 

(C) any person in the United States. 
(8) HAMAS.—The term ‘‘Hamas’’ means— 

(A) the entity known as Hamas and des-
ignated by the Secretary of State as a for-
eign terrorist organization pursuant to sec-
tion 219 of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1189); or 

(B) any foreign person identified as an 
agent or instrumentality of Hamas on the 
list of specially designated nationals and 
blocked persons maintained by the Office of 
Foreign Asset Control of the Department of 
the Treasury, the property or interests in 
property of which are blocked pursuant to 
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). 

(9) PALESTINE ISLAMIC JIHAD.—The term 
‘‘Palestine Islamic Jihad’’ means— 

(A) the entity known as Palestine Islamic 
Jihad and designated by the Secretary of 
State as a foreign terrorist organization pur-
suant to section 219 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189); or 

(B) any foreign person identified as an 
agent or instrumentality of Palestine Is-
lamic Jihad on the list of specially des-
ignated nationals and blocked persons main-
tained by the Office of Foreign Asset Control 
of the Department of the Treasury, the prop-
erty or interests in property of which are 
blocked pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.). 

(10) YEMENI HOUTHI.—The term ‘‘Yemeni 
Houthi’’ means— 

(A) the entity known as Houthi or 
Ansarallah and designated by the Secretary 
of State as a specially designated global ter-
rorist organization; or 

(B) any foreign person identified as an 
agent or instrumentality of Houthi or 
Ansarallah on the list of specially designated 
nationals and blocked persons maintained by 
the Office of Foreign Asset Control of the 
Department of the Treasury, the property or 
interests in property of which are blocked 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). 

(b) SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO FOREIGN 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND FOREIGN DIG-
ITAL ASSET PLATFORMS THAT ENGAGE IN CER-
TAIN TRANSACTIONS.— 

(1) MANDATORY IDENTIFICATION.—Not later 
than 60 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, and periodically thereafter, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall, to the fullest extent 
possible, identify and submit to the Presi-
dent a report identifying any foreign finan-
cial institution or foreign digital asset plat-
form that has knowingly— 

(A) facilitated a significant transaction 
with— 

(i) the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps; 

(ii) Hamas; 
(iii) Palestinian Islamic Jihad; 
(iv) Yemeni Houthis; 
(v) any person identified as a specially des-

ignated global terrorist on the list of spe-
cially designated nationals and blocked per-
sons maintained by the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control of the Department of the Treas-
ury and the property and interests in prop-
erty of which are blocked pursuant to the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); 

(vi) a specially designated global terrorist 
organization; or 

(vii) a person identified on the list of spe-
cially designated nationals and blocked per-
sons maintained by the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control of the Department of the Treas-
ury, the property and interests in property of 
which are blocked pursuant to the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) for acting on behalf of 
or at the direction of, or being owned or con-
trolled by, a foreign terrorist organization or 

a specially designated global terrorist orga-
nization; or 

(B) engaged in money laundering to carry 
out an activity described in subparagraph 
(A). 

(2) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT 
TO A FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION OR FOR-
EIGN DIGITAL ASSET PLATFORM.—The Presi-
dent may impose 1 or more of the sanctions 
described in paragraph (3) with respect to a 
foreign financial institution or foreign dig-
ital asset platform identified under para-
graph (1). 

(3) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.— 
(A) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY, DIGITAL ASSETS, 

AND RELATED TECHNOLOGIES.—The President 
may, pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.), block and prohibit all transactions 
in all property and interests in property of 
the foreign financial institution or foreign 
digital asset platform if such property and 
interests in property are in the United 
States, come within the United States, or 
are or come within the possession or control 
of a United States person. 

(B) RESTRICTIONS ON PROVIDING ACCOUNTS.— 
The President may prohibit, or impose con-
ditions on, the opening or maintaining in the 
United States of an operational or business 
account at a financial institution by the for-
eign financial institution or foreign digital 
asset platform. 

(C) INCLUSION ON ENTITY LIST.—The Presi-
dent may include the foreign financial insti-
tution or foreign digital asset platform on 
the Entity List maintained by the Bureau of 
Industry and Security of the Department of 
Commerce and set forth in Supplement No. 4 
to part 744 of title 15, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, for activities contrary to the na-
tional security or foreign policy interests of 
the United States. 

(D) LOANS FROM UNITED STATES FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS.—The President may prohibit 
any United States financial institution from 
making loans or providing credits to the for-
eign financial institution or foreign digital 
asset platform in an amount totaling more 
than $10,000,000 in any 12-month period un-
less the foreign financial institution or for-
eign digital asset platform is engaged in ac-
tivities to relieve human suffering and the 
loans or credits are provided for such activi-
ties. 

(E) PROCUREMENT SANCTION.—The United 
States Government may not procure, or 
enter into any contract for the procurement 
of, any goods or services from the foreign fi-
nancial institution or foreign digital asset 
platform. 

(F) FOREIGN EXCHANGE.—The President 
may, pursuant to such regulations as the 
President may prescribe, prohibit any trans-
actions in foreign exchange that are subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States and 
in which the foreign financial institution or 
foreign digital asset platform has any inter-
est. 

(G) FINANCIAL INSTITUTION TRANSACTIONS.— 
The President may, pursuant to such regula-
tions as the President may prescribe, pro-
hibit any transfers of credit or payments be-
tween financial institutions or by, through, 
or to any financial institution, to the extent 
that such transfers or payments are subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States and 
involve any interest of the foreign financial 
institution or foreign digital asset platform. 

(H) BAN ON INVESTMENT IN PLATFORM.—The 
President may, pursuant to such regulations 
or guidelines as the President may prescribe, 
prohibit any United States person from in-
vesting in or purchasing significant amounts 
of equity or debt instruments of the foreign 
financial institution or foreign digital asset 
platform, or from investing in or purchasing 
significant amounts of any digital assets 
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issued by the foreign financial institution or 
foreign digital asset platform. 

(I) SANCTIONS ON PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFI-
CERS.—The President may impose on the 
principal executive officer or officers of the 
foreign financial institution or foreign dig-
ital asset platform, or on individuals per-
forming similar functions and with similar 
authorities as such officer or officers, any of 
the sanctions under this paragraph. 

(4) IMPLEMENTATION AND PENALTIES.— 
(A) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 

exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702, 
1704) to the extent necessary to carry out 
this subsection. 

(B) PENALTIES.—The penalties set forth in 
subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a person 
that violates, attempts to violate, conspires 
to violate, or causes a violation of regula-
tions prescribed under this section to the 
same extent that such penalties apply to a 
person that commits an unlawful act de-
scribed in subsection (a) of such section 206. 

(5) WAIVER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY.—The 
President may waive the imposition of sanc-
tions under this subsection with respect to a 
person if the President— 

(A) determines that such a waiver is in the 
national interests of the United States; and 

(B) submits to Congress a notification of 
the waiver and the reasons for the waiver. 

(6) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(A) INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES.—This sub-

section shall not apply with respect to any 
activity subject to the reporting require-
ments under title V of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any au-
thorized intelligence activities of the United 
States. 

(B) LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanc-
tions under this section shall not apply with 
respect to any authorized law enforcement 
activities of the United States. 

(C) UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ACTIVI-
TIES.—Nothing this subsection shall prohibit 
transactions for the conduct of the official 
business of the Federal Government by em-
ployees, grantees, or contractors thereof. 

(7) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection shall be construed to authorize 
the imposition of any sanction pursuant to 
paragraph (2) on a United States person. 

(c) SPECIAL MEASURES FOR MODERN 
THREATS.—Section 5318A of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(C), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b)(5)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (5) 
and (6) of subsection (b)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘for or on 

behalf of a foreign banking institution’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) PROHIBITIONS OR CONDITIONS ON CER-

TAIN TRANSMITTALS OF FUNDS.—If the Sec-
retary finds a jurisdiction outside of the 
United States, 1 or more financial institu-
tions operating outside of the United States, 
1 or more types of accounts within, or in-
volving, a jurisdiction outside of the United 
States, or 1 or more classes of transactions 
within, or involving, a jurisdiction outside of 
the United States to be of primary money 
laundering concern with respect to terrorist 
financing, the Secretary, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, the Attorney 
General, and the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
may prohibit, or impose conditions upon, 
certain transmittals of funds (as such term 
may be defined by the Secretary in a special 
measure issuance, by regulation, or as other-
wise permitted by law), to or from any do-
mestic financial institution or domestic fi-
nancial agency if such transmittal of funds 

involves any such jurisdiction, institution, 
type of account, class of transaction, or type 
of account.’’. 

(d) FUNDING.—There is authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary such funds as are 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
section. 

SA 3004. Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, and Mr. FETTERMAN) 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the end of title X, insert the following: 
Subtitle I—Commission to Study the Poten-

tial Transfer of the Weitzman National Mu-
seum of American Jewish History to the 
Smithsonian Institution Act 

SEC. 1096. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Com-

mission to Study the Potential Transfer of 
the Weitzman National Museum of American 
Jewish History to the Smithsonian Institu-
tion Act’’. 
SEC. 1096A. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the 
Commission to Study the Potential Transfer 
of the Weitzman National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History to the Smithsonian In-
stitution (hereafter in this subtitle referred 
to as the ‘‘Commission’’). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall be 
composed of 8 members, of whom— 

(1) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
majority leader of the Senate; 

(2) 2 members shall be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

(3) 2 members shall be appointed by the mi-
nority leader of the Senate; and 

(4) 2 members shall be appointed by the mi-
nority leader of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(c) QUALIFICATION.—Members of the Com-
mission shall be appointed to the Commis-
sion from among individuals, or representa-
tives of institutions or entities, who pos-
sess— 

(1)(A) a demonstrated commitment to the 
research, study, or promotion of Jewish 
American history, art, political or economic 
status, or culture; and 

(B)(i) expertise in museum administration; 
(ii) expertise in fund-raising for nonprofit 

or cultural institutions; 
(iii) experience in the study and teaching 

of Jewish American history; 
(iv) experience in the study and teaching of 

combating and countering antisemitism; 
(v) experience in studying the issue of the 

representation of Jewish Americans in art, 
life, history, and culture at the Smithsonian 
Institution; or 

(vi) extensive experience in public or elect-
ed service; 

(2) experience in the administration of, or 
the strategic planning for, museums; or 

(3) experience in the planning or design of 
museum facilities. 

(d) DEADLINE FOR INITIAL APPOINTMENT.— 
The initial members of the Commission shall 
be appointed not later than the date that is 
90 days after the date of enactment of this 
subtitle. 

(e) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Commis-
sion— 

(1) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mission; and 

(2) shall be filled in the same manner as 
the original appointment was made. 

(f) CHAIRPERSON.—The Commission shall, 
by majority vote of all of the members, se-
lect 1 member of the Commission to serve as 
the Chairperson of the Commission. 

(g) PROHIBITION.—No employee of the Fed-
eral Government may serve as a member of 
the Commission. 
SEC. 1096B. DUTIES OF COMMISSION. 

(a) REPORTS AND OTHER DELIVERABLES.— 
Not later than 2 years after the date of the 
first meeting of the Commission, the Com-
mission shall submit to the President and to 
Congress the report, plan, and recommenda-
tions described in paragraphs (1) through (3). 

(1) REPORT ON ISSUES.—A report that ad-
dresses the following issues relating to the 
Weitzman National Museum of American 
Jewish History in Philadelphia, PA, and its 
environs (hereafter in this subtitle referred 
to as the ‘‘Museum’’): 

(A) The collections held by the Museum at 
the time of the report, the extent to which 
such collections are already represented in 
the Smithsonian Institution and Federal me-
morials at the time of the report, and the 
availability and cost of future collections to 
be acquired and housed in the Museum. 

(B) The impact of the Museum on edu-
cational and governmental efforts to study 
and counter antisemitism. 

(C) The financial assets and liabilities held 
by the Museum, and the cost of operating 
and maintaining the Museum. 

(D) The governance and organizational 
structure from which the Museum should op-
erate if transferred to the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. 

(E) The financial and legal considerations 
associated with the potential transfer of the 
Museum to the Smithsonian Institution, in-
cluding— 

(i) any donor or legal restrictions on the 
Museum’s collections, endowments, and real 
estate; 

(ii) costs associated with actions that will 
be necessary to resolve the status of employ-
ees of the Museum, if the Museum is trans-
ferred to the Smithsonian Institution; 

(iii) all additional costs for the Smithso-
nian Institution that would be associated 
with operating and maintaining a new mu-
seum outside of the Washington, D.C. metro-
politan area; and 

(iv) policy and legal restrictions that 
would become applicable to the Museum if 
transferred to the Smithsonian Institution. 

(F) The feasibility of the Museum becom-
ing part of the Smithsonian Institution, tak-
ing into account the Museum’s potential im-
pact on the Smithsonian’s existing facilities 
maintenance backlog, collections storage 
needs, and identified construction or renova-
tion costs for new or existing museums. 

(2) FUND-RAISING PLAN.—A fund-raising 
plan that addresses the following topics: 

(A) The ability to support the transfer, op-
eration, and maintenance of the Museum 
through contributions from the public, in-
cluding potential charges for admission. 

(B) Any potential issues with funding the 
operations and maintenance of the Museum 
in perpetuity without reliance on appropria-
tions of Federal funds. 

(3) LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS.—A re-
port containing recommendations regarding 
a legislative plan for transferring the Mu-
seum to the Smithsonian Institution, which 
shall include each of the following: 

(A) Proposals regarding the time frame, 
one-time appropriations level, and con-
tinuing appropriations levels that might be 
included in such legislation. 

(B) Recommendations for the future name 
of the Museum if it is transferred to the 
Smithsonian Institution. 
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(b) NATIONAL CONFERENCE.—Not later than 

2 years after the date on which the initial 
members of the Commission are appointed 
under section 1096A, the Commission may, in 
carrying out the duties of the Commission 
under this section, convene a national con-
ference relating to the Museum, to be com-
prised of individuals committed to the ad-
vancement of the life, art, history, and cul-
ture of Jewish Americans. 
SEC. 1096C. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS. 

(a) COMPENSATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Commis-

sion— 
(A) shall not be considered to be a Federal 

employee for any purpose by reason of serv-
ice on the Commission; and 

(B) shall serve without pay. 
(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the 

Commission shall be allowed a per diem al-
lowance for travel expenses, at rates con-
sistent with those authorized under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(3) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.—The 
Commission may solicit, accept, use, and 
dispose of gifts, bequests, or devises of 
money, services, or real or personal property 
for the purpose of aiding or facilitating the 
work of the Commission. Such gifts, be-
quests, or devises may be from the Museum. 

(b) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall 
terminate on the date that is 30 days after 
the date on which the final versions of the 
report, plan, and recommendations required 
under section 1096B are submitted. 

(c) FUNDING.—The Commission shall be 
solely responsible for acceptance of contribu-
tions for, and payment of the expenses of, 
the Commission. 

(d) DIRECTOR AND STAFF OF COMMISSION.— 
(1) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may em-

ploy and compensate an executive director 
and any other additional personnel that are 
necessary to enable the Commission to per-
form the duties of the Commission. 

(B) RATES OF PAY.—Rates of pay for per-
sons employed under subparagraph (A) shall 
be consistent with the rates of pay allowed 
for employees of a temporary organization 
under section 3161 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(2) NOT FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.—Any indi-
vidual employed under this subsection shall 
not be considered a Federal employee for the 
purpose of any law governing Federal em-
ployment. 

(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), on request of the Commission, the head 
of a Federal agency shall provide technical 
assistance to the Commission. 

(B) PROHIBITION.—No Federal employees 
may be detailed to the Commission. 

(4) VOLUNTEER SERVICES.—Notwithstanding 
section 1342 of title 31, United States Code, 
the Commission may accept and use vol-
untary and uncompensated services as the 
Commission determines necessary. 

(e) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.— 
Upon request of the Commission, the head of 
a Federal agency may provide to the Com-
mission, on a reimbursable basis, the admin-
istrative support services necessary for the 
Commission to carry out its responsibilities 
under this subtitle. 

(f) MEETING LOCATION.—The Commission 
may meet virtually or in-person. 

(g) APPOINTMENT DELAYS.—The Commis-
sion may begin to meet and carry out activi-
ties under this subtitle before all members of 
the Commission have been appointed if— 

(1) 90 days have passed since the date of en-
actment of this subtitle; and 

(2) a majority of the members of the Com-
mission have been appointed. 

SA 3005. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 345. REPORT ON NAVAL WARFARE CENTERS. 

Not later than January 31, 2026, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives a report on the 
state of the Naval Warfare Centers of the De-
partment of the Navy, including— 

(1) the material condition of the facilities; 
(2) hiring and retention at the facilities as 

of the date of the report; and 
(3) a plan to remain relevant, competitive, 

and technically advanced through 2050, in-
cluding any additional resources required. 

SA 3006. Mr. KAINE (for himself, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. 
KING) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XXXI, add 
the following: 
SEC. 3123. APPROVAL OF THE AMENDMENT TO 

THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN 
IRELAND FOR COOPERATION ON 
THE USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY FOR 
MUTUAL DEFENSE PURPOSES. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the United States and the United King-
dom share a special relationship; 

(2) the Agreement Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland for Co-
operation on the Uses of Atomic Energy for 
Mutual Defense Purposes, done at Wash-
ington July 3, 1958 (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Agreement’’) provides one of the 
bases for such special relationship; 

(3) the Agreement has served the national 
security interest of the United States for 
more than 65 years; and 

(4) Congress expects to receive transmittal 
of proposed amendments to the Agreement. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the pro-
visions for congressional consideration of a 
proposed agreement for cooperation in sub-
section d. of section 123 of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153), any amend-
ment to the Agreement (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Amendment’’), transmitted 
to Congress before January 3, 2025, may be 
brought into effect on or after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, as if all the re-
quirements in such section 123 for consider-
ation of the Amendment had been satisfied, 
subject to subsection (c) of this section. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 
OF 1954 AND OTHER PROVISIONS OF LAW.— 
Upon coming into effect, the Amendment 

shall be subject to applicable provisions of 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 
et seq.) and any other applicable United 
States law as if the Amendment had come 
into effect in accordance with the require-
ments of section 123 of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954. 

(d) ADHERENCE IN THE EVENT OF TIMELY 
SUBMISSION.—If the Amendment is completed 
and transmitted to Congress before October 
1, 2024, thereby allowing for adherence to the 
provisions for congressional consideration of 
the Amendment as outlined in subsection d. 
of section 123 of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153), subsection (b) of this 
section shall not take effect. 

SA 3007. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and 
Mr. THUNE) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. IMPROVEMENTS TO NATIONAL QUAN-

TUM INITIATIVE PROGRAM. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 

Congress that— 
(1) the execution of the National Defense 

Strategy is critical to the functions of the 
Federal participants of the National Quan-
tum Initiative Program; and 

(2) the success of the National Quantum 
Initiative Program is necessary for the De-
partment of Defense to carry out the Na-
tional Defense Strategy. 

(b) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PARTICIPATION 
IN NATIONAL QUANTUM INITIATIVE PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The National Quantum 
Initiative Act (Public Law 115–368; 15 U.S.C. 
8801 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new title: 

‘‘TITLE V—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
QUANTUM ACTIVITIES 

‘‘SEC. 501. DEFENSE QUANTUM INFORMATION 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PRO-
GRAM. 

‘‘The quantum information science and 
technology research and development pro-
gram carried out under section 234 of the 
John S. McCain National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 
115–232; 10 U.S.C. 2358 note) shall be treated 
as part of the National Quantum Initiative 
Program implemented under section 101(a) of 
this Act. 
‘‘SEC. 502. COORDINATION. 

‘‘The Secretary of Energy, the Director of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, and the Director of the National 
Science Foundation shall each coordinate 
with the Secretary of Defense in the efforts 
of the Secretary of Defense to conduct basic 
research to accelerate scientific break-
throughs in quantum information science 
and technology.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents is section 1(b) of such Act is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘TITLE V—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
QUANTUM ACTIVITIES 

‘‘Sec. 501. Defense quantum information 
science and technology re-
search and development pro-
gram. 

‘‘Sec. 502. Coordination.’’. 
(c) ASSESSMENT BY COMPTROLLER GENERAL 

OF THE UNITED STATES OF NATIONAL QUANTUM 
INITIATIVE PROGRAM.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States shall— 
(A) assess the National Quantum Initiative 

Program; and 
(B) submit to Congress a report on the 

findings of the Comptroller General with re-
spect to such assessment. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required by 
paragraph (1)(A) shall cover the following: 

(A) The effectiveness of the National Quan-
tum Initiative Program. 

(B) Whether all of the programs, commit-
tees, and centers required by the National 
Quantum Initiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8801 et 
seq.) have been established. 

(C) Whether the agencies, programs, com-
mittees, and centers described in subpara-
graph (B) are effectively collaborating to-
gether and conducting joint activities where 
appropriate. 

(D) Identification of inefficiencies or dupli-
cations across the various programs of the 
National Quantum Initiative Program. 

(d) ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS IN COORDINA-
TION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy, 
the Secretary of Commerce acting through 
the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, the Director of 
the National Science Foundation, and the 
heads of other Federal agencies participating 
in the National Quantum Initiative Program 
shall coordinate with each other and the 
heads of other relevant Federal agencies, in-
cluding the Secretary of Defense, to carry 
out the goals of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Program. 

(2) SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE ECONOMIC AND SE-
CURITY IMPLICATIONS OF QUANTUM SCIENCE.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President shall 
establish, through the National Science and 
Technology Council, the Subcommittee on 
the Economic and Security Implications of 
Quantum Science (in this paragraph referred 
to as the ‘‘Subcommittee’’). 

(B) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(i) COMPOSITION.—The Subcommittee shall 

be composed of members as follows: 
(I) One member appointed by the Director 

of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology. 

(II) One member appointed by the Director 
of the National Science Foundation. 

(III) One member appointed by the Sec-
retary of Energy. 

(IV) One member appointed by the Admin-
istrator of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

(V) Three members appointed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, of whom— 

(aa) one shall be a representative of the 
Army; 

(bb) one shall be a representative of the 
Navy; and 

(cc) one shall be a representative of the Air 
Force. 

(VI) One member appointed by the Director 
of the National Security Agency. 

(VII) One member appointed by the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence. 

(VIII) One member appointed by the Direc-
tor of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy. 

(IX) Such other members as the President 
considers appropriate. 

(ii) REQUIREMENT.—Each member of the 
Subcommittee shall be an employee of the 
Federal Government. 

(C) CHAIRPERSONS.—The Director of the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy, the 
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of En-
ergy, and the Director of the National Secu-
rity Agency shall jointly be chairpersons of 
the Subcommittee. 

(D) DUTIES.—The Subcommittee shall— 
(i) coordinate with the National Science 

and Technology Council and its subcommit-
tees to ensure that the economic and na-

tional security implications of basic re-
search and development in quantum infor-
mation science, along with other related 
technologies, are reviewed and planned for; 

(ii) analyze economic and national security 
risks arising from research and development 
in such areas and make recommendations on 
how to mitigate those risks; and 

(iii) review new programs for national se-
curity implications, when feasible, prior to 
public announcement. 

(E) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the chairpersons of the Sub-
committee shall submit to Congress a report 
on the findings and assessments of the Sub-
committee regarding economic and national 
security risks resulting from quantum infor-
mation science and technology research. 

(F) TERMINATION.—The Subcommittee 
shall terminate on the earlier of the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The date that is five years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(ii) Such date as the Subcommittee deter-
mines appropriate. 

(3) INVOLVEMENT OF DEFENSE IN NATIONAL 
QUANTUM INITIATIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.— 

(A) QUALIFICATIONS.—Subsection (b) of sec-
tion 104 of the National Quantum Initiative 
Act (Public Law 115–368; 15 U.S.C. 8814) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and Federal labora-
tories’’ and inserting ‘‘Federal laboratories, 
and defense researchers’’. 

(B) INTEGRATION.—Such section is amend-
ed— 

(i) by redesignating subsections (e) through 
(g) as subsection (f) through (h), respec-
tively; and 

(ii) by inserting after subsection (d) the 
following new subsection (e): 

‘‘(e) INTEGRATION OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.—The Committee shall take such ac-
tions as may be necessary, including by 
modifying policies and procedures of the 
Committee, to ensure the appropriate inte-
gration of the Department of Defense in ac-
tivities and programs of the Committee.’’. 

(4) CLARIFICATION OF PURPOSE OF MULTI-
DISCIPLINARY CENTERS FOR QUANTUM RE-
SEARCH AND EDUCATION.—Section 302(c) of the 
National Quantum Initiative Act (Public 
Law 115–368; 15 U.S.C. 8842(c)) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(4) encouraging workforce collaboration, 
both with private industry and among Fed-
eral entities, including national defense 
agencies.’’. 

(5) CLARIFICATIONS REGARDING NATIONAL 
QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE RESEARCH 
CENTERS.— 

(A) REQUIREMENTS.—Subsection (c) of sec-
tion 402 of the National Quantum Initiative 
Act (Public Law 115–368; 15 U.S.C. 8852) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘the national defense 
agencies,’’ after ‘‘industry,’’. 

(B) COORDINATION.—Subsection (d) of such 
section is amended— 

(i) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) 
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and 

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2): 

‘‘(2) other research entities of the Federal 
Government, including research entities in 
the Department of Defense and the intel-
ligence community (as defined in section 3 of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3003));’’. 

(6) NATIONAL QUANTUM COORDINATION OF-
FICE.— 

(A) COLLABORATION WHEN REPORTING TO 
CONGRESS.—Section 102 of the National Quan-

tum Initiative Act (Public Law 115–368; 15 
U.S.C. 8812) is amended— 

(i) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and 

(ii) by inserting after subsection (b) the 
following new subsection (c): 

‘‘(c) COLLABORATION WHEN REPORTING TO 
CONGRESS.—The Coordination Office shall 
ensure that when participants in the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Program prepare 
and submit reports to Congress that they do 
so in collaboration with each other and all 
appropriate Federal civilian, defense, and in-
telligence research entities.’’. 

(B) ADJUSTMENTS.—The National Quantum 
Coordination Office may make such addi-
tional adjustments as it deems necessary to 
ensure full integration of the Department of 
Defense into the National Quantum Initia-
tive Program. 

(7) REPORTING TO ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES 
OF CONGRESS.—Paragraph (2) of section 2 of 
such Act (15 U.S.C. 8801) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’ means— 

‘‘(A) the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation, the Committee 
on Armed Services, and the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the Senate; and 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology, the Committee on Armed 
Services, and the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-
resentatives.’’. 

SA 3008. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and 
Mr. LANKFORD) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title X, add the 
following: 
SECTION 1014. ENHANCING SOUTHBOUND IN-

SPECTIONS TO COMBAT CARTELS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Enhancing Southbound Inspec-
tions to Combat Cartels Act’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives; 

(E) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(F) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) SOUTHERN BORDER.—The term ‘‘South-
ern Border’’ means the international land 
border between the United States and Mex-
ico. 

(c) ADDITIONAL INSPECTION EQUIPMENT AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE.— 

(1) IMAGING SYSTEMS.—The Commissioner 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection is au-
thorized— 

(A) to purchase up to 50 additional non-in-
trusive imaging systems; and 

(B) to procure additional associated sup-
porting infrastructure. 
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(2) DEPLOYMENT.—The systems and infra-

structure purchased or otherwise procured 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be deployed 
along the Southern Border for the primary 
purpose of inspecting any persons, convey-
ances, or modes of transportation traveling 
from the United States to Mexico. 

(3) ALTERNATIVE EQUIPMENT.—The Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion is authorized to procure additional in-
frastructure or alternative inspection equip-
ment that the Commissioner deems nec-
essary for the purpose of inspecting any per-
sons, conveyances, or modes of transpor-
tation traveling from the United States to 
Mexico. 

(4) SUNSET.—Paragraphs (1) and (3) shall 
cease to have force and effect beginning on 
the date that is 5 years after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(d) ADDITIONAL HOMELAND SECURITY INVES-
TIGATIONS PERSONNEL FOR INVESTIGATIONS OF 
SOUTHBOUND SMUGGLING.— 

(1) HSI SPECIAL AGENTS.—The Director of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
shall hire, train, and assign— 

(A) not fewer than 100 new Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations special agents to pri-
marily assist with investigations involving 
the smuggling of currency and firearms from 
the United States to Mexico; and 

(B) not fewer than 100 new Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations special agents to assist 
with investigations involving the smuggling 
of contraband, human trafficking and smug-
gling (including that of children), drug smug-
gling, and unauthorized entry into the 
United States from Mexico. 

(2) SUPPORT STAFF.—The Director is au-
thorized to hire, train, and assign such addi-
tional support staff as may be necessary to 
support the functions carried out by the spe-
cial agents hired pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(e) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate congressional 
committees that— 

(A) identifies the resources provided, in-
cluding equipment, personnel, and infra-
structure, and the annual budget to carry 
out outbound and inbound inspections, in-
cluding, to the extent practicable, resources 
specifically used for inspections of any indi-
viduals and modes of transportation— 

(i) from the United States to Mexico or to 
Canada; and 

(ii) from Mexico or Canada into the United 
States. 

(B) describes the operational cadence of all 
outbound and inbound inspections of individ-
uals and conveyances traveling from the 
United States to Mexico or to Canada and 
from Mexico or Canada into the United 
States, described as a percentage of total en-
counters or as the total number of inspec-
tions conducted; 

(C) describes any plans that would allow 
for the use of alternative inspection sites 
near a port of entry; 

(D) includes an estimate of— 
(i) the number of vehicles and conveyances 

that can be inspected with up to 50 addi-
tional non-intrusive imaging systems dedi-
cated to southbound inspections; 

(ii) the number of vehicles and convey-
ances that can be inspected with up to 50 ad-
ditional non-intrusive imaging systems that 
may be additionally dedicated to inbound in-
spections along the southwest border; and 

(iii) the number of additional investiga-
tions and seizures that will occur based on 
the additional equipment and inspections; 
and 

(E) assesses the capability of inbound in-
spections by authorities of the Government 
of Mexico, in cooperation with United States 

law enforcement agencies, to detect and 
interdict the flow of illicit weapons and cur-
rency being smuggled— 

(i) from the United States to Mexico; and 
(ii) from Mexico into the United States. 
(2) CLASSIFICATION.—The report submitted 

pursuant to paragraph (1), or any part of 
such report, may be classified or provided 
with other appropriate safeguards to prevent 
public dissemination. 

(f) MINIMUM MANDATORY SOUTHBOUND IN-
SPECTION REQUIREMENT.— 

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than March 
30, 2027, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall ensure, to the extent practicable, that 
not fewer than 10 percent of all conveyances 
and other modes of transportation traveling 
from the United States to Mexico are in-
spected before leaving the United States. 

(2) AUTHORIZED INSPECTION ACTIVITIES.—In-
spections required pursuant to paragraph (1) 
may include nonintrusive imaging, physical 
inspections by officers or canine units, or 
other means authorized by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

(3) REPORT ON ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS CA-
PABILITIES.—Not later than March 30, 2028, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that— 

(A) assesses the Department of Homeland 
Security’s timeline and resource require-
ments for increasing inspection rates to be-
tween 15 and 20 percent of all conveyances 
and modes of transportation traveling from 
the United States to Mexico; and 

(B) includes estimates for the numbers of 
additional investigations and seizures the 
Department expects if such inspection rates 
are so increased. 

(g) CURRENCY AND FIREARMS SEIZURES 
QUARTERLY REPORT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and every 90 days thereafter until the date 
that is 4 years after such date of enactment, 
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection shall submit a report to the 
appropriate congressional committees that 
describes the seizure of currency, firearms, 
and ammunition attempted to be trafficked 
out of the United States. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted pur-
suant to paragraph (1) shall include, for the 
most recent 90-day period for which such in-
formation is available— 

(A) the total number of currency seizures 
that occurred from outbound inspections at 
United States ports of entry; 

(B) the total dollar amount associated with 
the currency seizures referred to in subpara-
graph (A); 

(C) the total number of firearms seized 
from outbound inspections at United States 
ports of entry; 

(D) the total number of ammunition 
rounds seized from outbound inspections at 
United States ports of entry; and 

(E) the total number of incidents of fire-
arm seizures and ammunition seizures that 
occurred at United States ports of entry. 

SA 3009. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 

SEC. lll. PERIODIC INTELLIGENCE ASSESS-
MENTS ON CERTAIN EFFECTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

Title XI of the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3231 et seq.) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new section 
(and conforming the table of contents at the 
beginning of such Act accordingly): 
‘‘SEC. 1115. PERIODIC INTELLIGENCE ASSESS-

MENTS ON CERTAIN EFFECTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than the 
date that is 6 years after the date of the en-
actment of this section, and on a basis that 
is not less frequent than once every 6 years 
thereafter, the Director of National Intel-
ligence, acting through the National Intel-
ligence Council, shall— 

‘‘(1) produce an intelligence assessment on 
the national security and economic security 
effects of climate change; and 

‘‘(2) submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees such intelligence assess-
ment. 

‘‘(b) FORM.—Each intelligence assessment 
under subsection (a)(2) may be submitted in 
classified form, but if so submitted, shall in-
clude an unclassified executive summary.’’. 

SA 3010. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for 
himself, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
BENNET, and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 10lll. REAUTHORIZATION OF UPPER COL-

ORADO AND SAN JUAN RIVER BA-
SINS ENDANGERED FISH AND 
THREATENED FISH RECOVERY IM-
PLEMENTATION PROGRAMS. 

(a) PURPOSE.—Section 1 of Public Law 106– 
392 (114 Stat. 1602) is amended by inserting 
‘‘and threatened’’ after ‘‘endangered’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 2 of Public Law 
106–392 (114 Stat. 1602; 116 Stat. 3113) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘to imple-
ment the Recovery Implementation Program 
for the Endangered Fish Species in the Upper 
Colorado River dated September 29, 1987, and 
extended by the Extension of the Coopera-
tive Agreement dated December 6, 2001, and 
the 1992 Cooperative Agreement to imple-
ment the San Juan River Recovery Imple-
mentation Program dated October 21, 1992, 
and as they may be amended’’ and inserting 
‘‘for the Recovery Implementation Program 
for Endangered Species in the Upper Colo-
rado River Basin dated September 29, 1987, 
and the 1992 Cooperative Agreement for the 
San Juan River Basin Recovery Implementa-
tion Program dated October 21, 1992, as the 
agreements may be amended and extended’’; 

(2) in paragraph (6)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘or threatened’’ after ‘‘en-

dangered’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘removal or translocation’’ 

and inserting ‘‘control’’; 
(3) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘long- 

term’’ each place it appears; 
(4) in paragraph (8), in the second sentence, 

by striking ‘‘1988 Cooperative Agreement and 
the 1992 Cooperative Agreement’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Recovery Implementation Programs’’; 

(5) in paragraph (9)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘leases and agreements’’ 

and inserting ‘‘acquisitions’’; 
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(B) by inserting ‘‘or threatened’’ after ‘‘en-

dangered’’; and 
(C) by inserting ‘‘, as approved under the 

Recovery Implementation Programs’’ after 
‘‘nonnative fishes’’; and 

(6) in paragraph (10), by inserting ‘‘pursu-
ant to the Recovery Implementation Pro-
gram for Endangered Species in the Upper 
Colorado River Basin’’ after ‘‘Service’’. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION TO FUND RECOVERY PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 3 of Public Law 106–392 (114 
Stat. 1603; 116 Stat. 3113; 120 Stat. 290; 123 
Stat 1310; 126 Stat. 2444; 133 Stat. 809; 136 
Stat. 5572) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘(1) There 

is hereby authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary, $88,000,000 to undertake cap-
ital projects to carry out the purposes of this 
Act. Such funds’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), there is authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary for use by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation to undertake capital projects to 
carry out the purposes of this Act $50,000,000 
for the period of fiscal years 2024 through 
2031. 

‘‘(B) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—For each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2031, the amount au-
thorized to be appropriated under subpara-
graph (A) shall be annually adjusted to re-
flect widely available engineering cost indi-
ces applicable to relevant construction ac-
tivities. 

‘‘(C) NONREIMBURSABLE FUNDS.—Amounts 
made available pursuant to subparagraph 
(A)’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Program 
for Endangered Fish Species in the Upper 
Colorado River Basin shall expire in fiscal 
year 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘Programs shall ex-
pire in fiscal year 2031’’; and 

(C) by striking paragraph (3); 
(2) by striking subsections (b) and (c) and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(b) NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO CAP-

ITAL PROJECTS.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Bureau of Reclamation, may ac-
cept contributed funds, interests in land and 
water, or other contributions from the Upper 
Division States, political subdivisions of the 
Upper Division States, or individuals, enti-
ties, or organizations within the Upper Divi-
sion States, pursuant to agreements that 
provide for the contributions to be used for 
capital projects costs.’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsections (d) 
through (j) as subsections (c) through (i), re-
spectively; 

(4) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking 

‘‘$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2020 
through 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘$92,040,000 for 
the period of fiscal years 2024 through 2031’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the first sentence, by striking 

‘‘$4,000,000 per year’’ and inserting 
‘‘$61,100,000 for the period of fiscal years 2024 
through 2031’’; 

(ii) in the second sentence— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘Basin’’ after ‘‘San Juan 

River’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘$2,000,000 per year’’ and in-

serting ‘‘$30,940,000 for the period of fiscal 
years 2024 through 2031’’; and 

(iii) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘in 
fiscal years commencing after the enactment 
of this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘for fiscal year 
2024 and each fiscal year thereafter’’; and 

(C) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(3) FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO ANNUAL 
BASE FUNDING.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years 
2024 through 2031, the Secretary, acting 
through the Bureau of Reclamation, may ac-

cept funds from other Federal agencies, in-
cluding power revenues collected pursuant to 
the Act of April 11, 1956 (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Colorado River Storage Project Act’’) 
(43 U.S.C. 620 et seq.). 

‘‘(B) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds made 
available under subparagraph (A) shall be 
available for expenditure by the Secretary, 
as determined by the contributing agency in 
consultation with the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF FUNDS.—Funds made 
available under subparagraph (A) shall be 
treated as nonreimbursable Federal expendi-
tures. 

‘‘(D) TREATMENT OF POWER REVENUES.—Not 
more than $499,000 in power revenues over 
the period of fiscal years 2024 through 2031 
shall be accepted under subparagraph (A) and 
treated as having been repaid and returned 
to the general fund of the Treasury. 

‘‘(4) NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN-
NUAL BASE FUNDING.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Bureau of Reclamation, may ac-
cept contributed funds from the Upper Divi-
sion States, political subdivisions of the 
Upper Division States, or individuals, enti-
ties, or organizations within the Upper Divi-
sion States, pursuant to agreements that 
provide for the contributions to be used for 
annual base funding. 

‘‘(5) REPLACEMENT POWER.—Contributions 
of funds made pursuant to this subsection 
shall not include the cost of replacement 
power purchased to offset modifications to 
the operation of the Colorado River Storage 
Project to benefit threatened or endangered 
fish species under the Recovery Implementa-
tion Programs.’’; 

(5) in subsection (f) (as so redesignated), in 
the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘or threat-
ened’’ after ‘‘endangered’’; 

(6) in subsection (g) (as so redesignated), by 
striking ‘‘unless the time period for the re-
spective Cooperative Agreement is extended 
to conform with this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘, as 
amended or extended’’; 

(7) in subsection (h) (as so redesignated), in 
the first sentence, by striking ‘‘Upper Colo-
rado River Endangered Fish Recovery Pro-
gram or the San Juan River Basin Recovery 
Implementation Program’’ and inserting 
‘‘Recovery Implementation Programs’’; and 

(8) in subsection (i)(1) (as so redesig-
nated)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2022’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘2030’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘2024’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘2031’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (C)(ii)(III), by striking 
‘‘contributions by the States, power cus-
tomers, Tribes, water users, and environ-
mental organizations’’ and inserting ‘‘non- 
Federal contributions’’. 

SA 3011. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1510. REPORT ON COOPERATION EFFORTS 

BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE AND THE NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRA-
TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation 

with the Administrator of the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration, shall 
submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on cooperation efforts 
between the Department of Defense and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) A detailed assessment of existing forms 
of cooperation between the Department of 
Defense and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

(2) An assessment of, and recommendations 
for improving, future joint engagement be-
tween the Department of Defense and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. 

(3) An assessment of the opportunities for 
exchange of personnel between the Depart-
ment of Defense and National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, and an examina-
tion of the feasibility and strategic benefits 
of establishing— 

(A) dedicated joint duty billets for Space 
Force personnel at the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration; and 

(B) rotational assignments of National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration em-
ployees in Space Force units and in the 
United States Space Command. 

(4) An identification of potential career in-
centives for Space Force joint duty at the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion and civilian National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration rotational assign-
ments at Space Force commands. 

(c) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may include a classified annex. 

SA 3012. Mrs. BLACKBURN (for her-
self and Mr. PETERS) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. REPORT ON DEPARTMENT OF JUS-

TICE ACTIVITIES RELATED TO 
COUNTERING CHINESE NATIONAL 
SECURITY THREATS. 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
each year thereafter for 7 years, the Attor-
ney General shall submit to the Committees 
on the Judiciary of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives, and make publicly 
available on the website of the Department 
of Justice, a report that includes each of the 
following: 

(1) A description of the activities and oper-
ations of the Department of Justice related 
to countering Chinese national security 
threats and espionage in the United States, 
including— 

(A) theft of United States intellectual 
property (including trade secrets) and re-
search; and 

(B) threats from non-traditional collectors, 
such as researchers in laboratories, at uni-
versities, and at defense industrial base fa-
cilities (as that term is defined in section 
2208(u)(3) of title 10, United States Code). 

(2) An accounting of the resources of the 
Department of Justice that are dedicated to 
programs aimed at combating national secu-
rity threats posed by the Chinese Communist 
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Party, and any supporting information as to 
the efficacy of each such program. 

(3) A detailed description of the measures 
used to ensure the protection of civil rights, 
civil liberties, and privacy rights of United 
States persons in carrying out the activities, 
operations, and programs described in para-
graphs (1) and (2). 

(b) FORM.—The report under subsection (a) 
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but 
may include a classified annex. 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the report 
under subsection (a), the Attorney General 
shall collaborate with the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, the Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Secretary of Defense, and 
any other appropriate officials. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to require the 
Attorney General to disclose confidential, 
classified, law enforcement sensitive, or oth-
erwise protected information, including in-
formation about ongoing Federal litigation, 
investigations, or operations, in the report 
under subsection (a). 

SA 3013. Mr. MORAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. FEDERAL STANDARDS FOR ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Division E of the William 

M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public 
Law 116–283; 134 Stat. 4523) is amended by in-
serting after section 5303 the following new 
section: 
‘‘SEC. 5304. FEDERAL STANDARDS FOR ARTIFI-

CIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-

tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
shall— 

‘‘(1) develop standards and guidelines, in-
cluding minimum requirements, for artifi-
cial intelligence systems used or operated by 
an agency or by a contractor of an agency or 
other organization on behalf of an agency, 
other than national security systems; 

‘‘(2) develop standards and guidelines, in-
cluding minimum requirements, for man-
aging risks associated with artificial intel-
ligence systems for all agency operations 
and assets, but such standards and guidelines 
shall not apply to national security systems; 

‘‘(3) develop standards and guidelines, in-
cluding minimum requirements, for authen-
ticating, tracking provenance, and labeling 
synthetic content generated by an agency or 
by a contractor of an agency or other organi-
zation on behalf of an agency, other than na-
tional security systems; and 

‘‘(4) conduct research and analysis pursu-
ant to section 5301 of this Act to inform the 
development of standards and guidelines for 
activities described in this section. 

‘‘(b) STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES.—In devel-
oping standards and guidelines required by 
subsections (a), the Director shall— 

‘‘(1) provide standards and guidelines, prac-
tices, profiles, and tools consistent with the 
framework, and information on how agencies 
can leverage the framework to reduce risks 
caused by agency implementation in the de-
velopment, procurement, and use of artifi-
cial intelligence systems; 

‘‘(2) provide standards and guidelines 
that— 

‘‘(A) are consistent with the framework, 
successor document, or technical standard 
that is functionally equivalent to the frame-
work; 

‘‘(B) are consistent with Circular A–119 of 
the Office of Management and Budget, or 
successor circular; and 

‘‘(C) enable conformity assessment; 
‘‘(3) recommend training on standards and 

guidelines for each agency responsible for 
procuring artificial intelligence; 

‘‘(4) develop and periodically revise per-
formance indicators and measures for agency 
artificial intelligence related standards and 
guidelines; 

‘‘(5) provide standards and guidelines, in-
cluding minimum requirements, for devel-
oping profiles for agency use of artificial in-
telligence consistent with the framework; 

‘‘(6) develop profiles for framework use for 
an entity that is a small business concern (as 
defined in section 3 of the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 632)); 

‘‘(7) evaluate artificial intelligence policies 
and practices developed for national security 
systems to assess potential application by 
agencies to strengthen risk management of 
artificial intelligence systems; and 

‘‘(8) periodically assess the effectiveness of 
standards and guidelines developed under 
this section and undertake revisions as ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(c) READINESS.—For standards and guide-
lines developed pursuant to subsection (a) 
that are deemed by the Director to be at a 
readiness level sufficient for standardization, 
the Director— 

‘‘(1) shall submit standards and guidelines 
to the Secretary of Commerce for promulga-
tion under section 11331 of title 40; 

‘‘(2) where practicable and appropriate, 
shall provide technical review and assistance 
to agencies; and 

‘‘(3) shall evaluate the effectiveness and 
sufficiency of, and challenges to, agencies’ 
implementation of standards and guidelines 
developed under this section and standards 
and guidelines promulgated under section 
11331 of title 40. 

‘‘(d) TESTING AND EVALUATION OF ARTIFI-
CIAL INTELLIGENCE ACQUISITIONS.— 

‘‘(1) STUDY.—Subject to the availability of 
appropriations, the Director shall complete a 
study to review the existing and forthcoming 
voluntary technical standards for the test, 
evaluation, verification, and validation of 
artificial intelligence acquisitions. 

‘‘(2) TESTING AND EVALUATION STANDARDS.— 
Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
completion of the study required by para-
graph (1), the Director shall— 

‘‘(A) convene relevant stakeholders to fa-
cilitate the development of technical stand-
ards for the test, evaluation, verification, 
and validation of artificial intelligence ac-
quisitions; 

‘‘(B) develop standards and guidelines for 
the conduct of test, evaluation, verification, 
and validation of artificial intelligence ac-
quisitions pursuant to this section; 

‘‘(C) review and make recommendations to 
the head of each agency on risk management 
policies and principles for relevant artificial 
intelligence acquisitions; and 

‘‘(D) continuously update the standards 
and guidelines described in this paragraph. 

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘agency’ means any depart-

ment, independent establishment, Govern-
ment corporation, or other agency of the ex-
ecutive branch of the Federal Government. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘artificial intelligence sys-
tem’ has the meaning given such term in sec-
tion 7223 of the Advancing American AI Act 
(40 U.S.C. 11301 note). 

‘‘(3) The term ‘Director’ means the Direc-
tor of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘framework’ means the most 
recently updated version of the framework 
developed and updated pursuant to section 
22A(c) of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278h–1(c)). 

‘‘(5) The term ‘national security system’ 
has the meaning givne such term in section 
3552(b)(6) of title 44, United States Code. 

‘‘(6) The term ‘profile’ means an implemen-
tation of the artificial intelligence risk man-
agement functions, categories, and subcat-
egories for a specific setting or application 
based on the requirements, risk tolerance, 
and resources of the framework user. 

‘‘(7) The term ‘synthetic content’ means 
information, such as images, videos, audio 
clips, and text, that has been significantly 
modified or generated by algorithms, includ-
ing by artificial intelligence.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 2(b) of such Act is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 5303 the following new item: 

‘‘Sec. 5304. Federal standards for artificial 
intelligence.’’. 

SA 3014. Mr. WHITEHOUSE sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 

SEC. 1095. OFFICE OF AQUACULTURE AND WILD 
SEAFOOD POLICY AND PROGRAM IN-
TEGRATION. 

Subtitle B of title VI of the Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7651 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘SEC. 621. OFFICE OF AQUACULTURE AND WILD 
SEAFOOD POLICY AND PROGRAM IN-
TEGRATION. 

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to establish an Office of Aquaculture and 
Wild Seafood Policy and Program Integra-
tion to provide for the effective coordination 
of aquaculture and wild seafood policies and 
activities within the Department, and in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Commerce, 
the United States Trade Representative, the 
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, and the 
heads of other necessary Federal agencies re-
lating to the support of domestically har-
vested and processed wild seafood and aqua-
culture products and aquaculture operations. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AQUACULTURE.—The term ‘aqua-

culture’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 3 of the National Aquaculture Act of 
1980 (16 U.S.C. 2802). 

‘‘(2) AQUACULTURE PRODUCT.—The term 
‘aquaculture product’ means a farm-raised 
aquatic or marine animal cultivated in the 
United States, including— 

‘‘(A) shellfish (including oysters, clams, 
and mussels); 

‘‘(B) micro- and macro-algae; 
‘‘(C) animals cultivated within land-based 

systems; and 
‘‘(D) other animals, as determined by the 

Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Commerce and the heads of other 
Federal agencies, as applicable. 

‘‘(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means 
the Director of the Office appointed under 
subsection (c)(2). 
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‘‘(4) OFFICE.—The term ‘Office’ means the 

Office of Aquaculture and Wild Seafood Pol-
icy and Program Integration established 
under subsection (c)(1). 

‘‘(5) WILD SEAFOOD.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘wild seafood’ 

means a natural-born or hatchery-raised 
finfish, mollusk, crustacean, or other form of 
aquatic animal life that is— 

‘‘(i) harvested from a natural habitat; and 
‘‘(ii) used for human consumption. 
‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘wild seafood’ 

includes— 
‘‘(i) a fillet, a steak, a nugget, and any 

other flesh from wild fish or shellfish; 
‘‘(ii) fish oil; and 
‘‘(iii) any other nonflesh product of wild 

fish or shellfish. 
‘‘(C) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘wild seafood’ 

does not include— 
‘‘(i) marine mammals; or 
‘‘(ii) seabirds. 
‘‘(c) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish in the Office of the Chief Economist 
an office, to be known as the ‘Office of Aqua-
culture and Wild Seafood Policy and Pro-
gram Integration’. 

‘‘(2) DIRECTOR.—The Office shall be headed 
by a Director of Aquaculture and Wild Sea-
food Policy and Program Integration, who 
shall be appointed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Office shall be 
responsible for— 

‘‘(1) the development and coordination of 
Department and interagency policy on wild 
seafood and aquaculture products, including 
technological and policy input, advice on 
wild seafood and aquaculture issues, and sup-
port for aquaculture- and wild seafood-pro-
ducing operations that promote United 
States food security; 

‘‘(2) providing strategic oversight, plan-
ning, implementation, communication, and 
coordination of Department and interagency 
activities for wild seafood and aquaculture 
products— 

‘‘(A) to strengthen United States wild sea-
food and aquaculture production and supply 
chains; 

‘‘(B) to facilitate wild seafood and aqua-
culture product research and nutrition 
science; 

‘‘(C) to maintain, develop, and expand mar-
kets for wild seafood, wild seafood products, 
and aquaculture products; 

‘‘(D) to incorporate wild seafood and aqua-
culture production into economic analyses, 
reviews, and forecasts, in coordination with 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and other relevant Federal 
agencies; 

‘‘(E) to integrate United States wild sea-
food and aquaculture production into Fed-
eral policy strategies and relevant programs 
of the Department to ensure— 

‘‘(i) food system security and climate-resil-
ient food production; 

‘‘(ii) rural business development to support 
food security and wild seafood and aqua-
culture production; and 

‘‘(iii) wild seafood and aquaculture product 
nutrition and consumption education activi-
ties; 

‘‘(F) to engage in stakeholder relations and 
develop external partnerships relating to 
sustainable wild seafood harvest and aqua-
culture practices and to oversee extension 
and outreach efforts to support aquaculture 
and wild seafood producers and businesses; 
and 

‘‘(G) to identify common State and munic-
ipal best practices for navigating local poli-
cies relating to wild seafood and aquaculture 
production and marketing; 

‘‘(3) providing scientific and policy anal-
ysis to advise the Secretary and the Chief 
Economist regarding the development, avail-

ability, promotion, and use of domestically 
produced wild seafood and aquaculture prod-
ucts in Department programs and policies; 

‘‘(4) identifying opportunities to provide 
integrated access for United States wild sea-
food and aquaculture producers to Depart-
ment programs to more efficiently and effec-
tively— 

‘‘(A) support the modernization and devel-
opment of— 

‘‘(i) consumer education and outreach on 
the health and nutrition benefits of wild sea-
food and aquaculture product consumption; 

‘‘(ii) harvesting and production tech-
nologies and processes that minimize waste 
and reduce environmental impacts; 

‘‘(iii) value-added wild seafood and aqua-
culture product processing and product de-
velopment; 

‘‘(iv) infrastructure capacity to support 
the harvesting and production of wild sea-
food and aquaculture products in rural com-
munities; and 

‘‘(v) technical assistance relating to best 
practices for aquaculture producers and busi-
nesses, including for shellfish, algae, and 
land-based systems— 

‘‘(I) using the best available science; and 
‘‘(II) in coordination with the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
and other relevant Federal agencies; 

‘‘(B) strengthen capacity for local and re-
gional wild seafood and aquaculture system 
development through community collabora-
tion and expansion of local and regional sup-
ply chains; 

‘‘(C) work to improve income and economic 
opportunities for wild seafood and aqua-
culture producers and food businesses 
through job creation and improved regional 
food system infrastructure, especially in 
rural communities; 

‘‘(D) serve as a conduit of information re-
garding Department application eligibility 
and processes to support aquaculture prod-
ucts and domestically harvested wild seafood 
in all applicable Department programs, in-
cluding food commodity promotion, producer 
assistance, risk mitigation, and disaster pro-
grams; and 

‘‘(E) increase access to, and use of, seafood 
(including wild seafood and aquaculture 
products) in the school lunch program estab-
lished under the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) to 
levels commensurate with Food and Drug 
Administration dietary guidelines; 

‘‘(5) collecting and disseminating data re-
lating to aquaculture and wild seafood pro-
duction, in coordination with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
and other relevant Federal agencies; and 

‘‘(6) performing such other functions as 
may be required by law or prescribed by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(e) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT FOR COORDI-
NATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In support of the respon-
sibilities described in subsection (d), the Of-
fice shall provide leadership to ensure co-
ordination of interagency activities with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, the United States Trade Representa-
tive, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Office of Science and Technology Policy, 
and other Federal and State agencies. 

‘‘(2) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Office shall develop 

an agreement to be entered into between the 
Department and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration to enhance wild 
seafood and aquaculture purchases through 
the school lunch program established under 
the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.). 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The agreement under 
subparagraph (A) shall establish informa-
tion-sharing protocols, including sharing 

with the Department the list of domestic 
seafood vendors of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

‘‘(f) OUTREACH.—The Office shall consult 
with wild seafood harvesters and aquaculture 
producers that may be affected by policies or 
actions of the Department, as necessary, in 
carrying out the responsibilities of the Office 
described in subsection (d). 

‘‘(g) AQUACULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Secretary shall establish an advisory 
committee, to be known as the ‘Aquaculture 
Advisory Committee’ (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘Committee’), to advise the 
Secretary with respect to— 

‘‘(A) the development of policies and out-
reach relating to sustainable aquaculture 
practices; 

‘‘(B) the history, use, and preservation of 
indigenous and traditional aquaculture prac-
tices and ecological knowledge; and 

‘‘(C) any other aspects relating to the im-
plementation of this section. 

‘‘(2) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of 14 members, to be appointed by 
the Secretary, of whom— 

‘‘(i) 1 shall be a representative of the De-
partment, who shall serve as chairperson of 
the Committee; 

‘‘(ii) 4 shall be aquaculture producers who 
employ best practices and limit adverse ef-
fects that result from the operations of the 
aquaculture producers; 

‘‘(iii) 2 shall be representatives of Indian 
Tribes, Tribal organizations, or Native Ha-
waiian organizations; 

‘‘(iv) 1 shall be a representative of a State 
or interstate commission; 

‘‘(v) 1 shall be a representative of an insti-
tution of higher education or an extension 
program; 

‘‘(vi) 1 shall be a representative of a non-
profit organization, which may include a 
public health, environmental, or community 
organization; 

‘‘(vii) 1 shall be a representative of a rel-
evant port, coastal, or waterfront commu-
nity; 

‘‘(viii) 1 shall be an individual with— 
‘‘(I) supply chain experience, which may 

include experience relating to a food 
aggregator, a wholesale food distributor, or a 
food hub; or 

‘‘(II) direct-to-consumer market experi-
ence; 

‘‘(ix) 1 shall be an individual with experi-
ence or expertise relating to aquaculture 
production practices, as determined by the 
Secretary; and 

‘‘(x) 1 shall be a representative of aqua-
culture end-users, including a chef, a mem-
ber of the food service industry, or a grocer. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall appoint the initial members of 
the Committee not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this section. 

‘‘(3) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B)(i), a member of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed for a term of 3 
years. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) TERMS OF SERVICE.—Of the members 

initially appointed to the Committee under 
paragraph (2)(B), as the Secretary deter-
mines to be appropriate— 

‘‘(I) 5 shall be appointed for a term of 3 
years; 

‘‘(II) 5 shall be appointed for a term of 2 
years; and 

‘‘(III) 4 shall be appointed for a term of 1 
year. 

‘‘(ii) CONSECUTIVE TERMS.—A member ini-
tially appointed to the Committee may serve 
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an additional consecutive term if the mem-
ber is reappointed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy on the Com-
mittee— 

‘‘(i) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mittee; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be filled as soon as practicable 
in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment. 

‘‘(4) MEETINGS.— 
‘‘(A) FREQUENCY.—The Committee shall 

meet not fewer than 3 times per year. 
‘‘(B) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 180 

days after the date on which the members 
are appointed under paragraph (2)(B), the 
Committee shall hold the first meeting of 
the Committee. 

‘‘(5) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall— 
‘‘(i) develop recommendations and advise 

the Director with respect to aquaculture 
policies, initiatives, and outreach adminis-
tered by the Office; 

‘‘(ii) evaluate and review ongoing research 
and extension activities relating to aqua-
culture practices; 

‘‘(iii) identify new and existing barriers to 
successful aquaculture practices; and 

‘‘(iv) provide to the Director additional as-
sistance and advice, as appropriate. 

‘‘(B) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date on which the Committee is estab-
lished, and every 2 years thereafter through 
2028, the Committee shall submit a report de-
scribing the recommendations developed 
under subparagraph (A) to— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary; 
‘‘(ii) the Committees on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry and Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the Committees on Agriculture and 
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

‘‘(6) PERSONNEL MATTERS.— 
‘‘(A) COMPENSATION.—A member of the 

Committee shall serve without compensa-
tion. 

‘‘(B) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the 
Committee shall be allowed travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, in 
accordance with section 5703 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(7) TERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Committee shall terminate on the 
date that is 5 years after the date on which 
the members are appointed under paragraph 
(2)(B). 

‘‘(B) EXTENSIONS.—Before the date on 
which the Committee terminates, the Sec-
retary may renew the Committee for 1 or 
more 2-year periods. 

‘‘(h) WILD SEAFOOD ADVISORY COMMITTEE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Secretary shall establish an advisory 
committee, to be known as the ‘Wild Seafood 
Advisory Committee’ (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘Committee’), to advise the 
Secretary with respect to— 

‘‘(A) the development of policies and out-
reach relating to sustainable wild seafood 
product support and practices; 

‘‘(B) the history, use, and preservation of 
indigenous and traditional aquaculture prac-
tices and ecological knowledge; and 

‘‘(C) any other aspects relating to the im-
plementation of this section. 

‘‘(2) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of 14 members, to be appointed by 
the Secretary in a manner that ensures— 

‘‘(i) balanced representation among— 
‘‘(I) commercial harvesters and processors 

of wild seafood; 
‘‘(II) consumer, academic, Tribal, govern-

mental, and supply chain experts; and 

‘‘(III) experts in other interest areas; and 
‘‘(ii) geographic diversity. 
‘‘(B) QUALIFICATIONS.—Each member of the 

Committee shall have expertise or experi-
ence relating to 1 or more of the following: 

‘‘(i) Harvesting wild seafood. 
‘‘(ii) Processing or marketing wild seafood 

or wild seafood products. 
‘‘(iii) Holding a leadership role in a na-

tional, State, or regional organization rep-
resenting wild seafood interests or seafood 
commodity interests. 

‘‘(iv) Representing consumers of wild sea-
food or wild seafood products through active, 
sustained participation in a local, State, or 
national organization. 

‘‘(v) Teaching, writing, researching, or con-
sulting on matters relating to wild seafood 
as a food commodity. 

‘‘(vi) Public health, environmental, or 
community organizations. 

‘‘(vii) Wild seafood-producing port, coastal, 
or waterfront communities. 

‘‘(viii) Supply chains, which may include a 
food aggregator, wholesale food distributor, 
or food hub. 

‘‘(ix) Direct-to-consumer markets. 
‘‘(C) INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.—The Secretary 

shall appoint the initial members of the 
Committee not later than 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this section. 

‘‘(3) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B)(i), a member of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed for a term of 3 
years. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) TERMS OF SERVICE.—The Secretary 

shall ensure that the terms of the members 
initially appointed to the Committee under 
paragraph (2)(B) are staggered such that the 
terms of not more than approximately 1⁄3 of 
the membership of the Committee shall ex-
pire during any single year. 

‘‘(ii) CONSECUTIVE TERMS.—A member ini-
tially appointed to the Committee may serve 
an additional consecutive term if the mem-
ber is reappointed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy on the Com-
mittee— 

‘‘(i) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mittee; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be filled as soon as practicable 
in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment. 

‘‘(4) CHAIRPERSON; VICE CHAIRPERSON.—The 
Secretary shall designate a chairperson and 
vice chairperson from among the members of 
the Committee. 

‘‘(5) MEETINGS.— 
‘‘(A) FREQUENCY.—The Committee shall 

meet at least 1 time per year. 
‘‘(B) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 180 

days after the date on which the members 
are appointed under paragraph (2)(B), the 
Committee shall hold the first meeting of 
the Committee. 

‘‘(6) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall— 
‘‘(i) develop recommendations and advise 

the Director with respect to wild seafood 
policies, initiatives, and outreach adminis-
tered by the Office; 

‘‘(ii) evaluate and review ongoing research, 
support efforts, and other activities relating 
to wild seafood production and supply 
chains; 

‘‘(iii) identify new and existing barriers to 
successful wild seafood food production and 
distribution; and 

‘‘(iv) provide additional assistance and ad-
vice to the Director as appropriate. 

‘‘(B) REPORTS.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date on which the Committee is estab-
lished, and every 2 years thereafter through 
2028, the Committee shall submit a report de-
scribing the recommendations developed 
under subparagraph (A) to— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary; 
‘‘(ii) the Committees on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry and Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the Committees on Agriculture and 
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

‘‘(7) PERSONNEL MATTERS.— 
‘‘(A) COMPENSATION.—A member of the 

Committee shall serve without compensa-
tion. 

‘‘(B) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the 
Committee shall be allowed travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, in 
accordance with section 5703 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(8) TERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Committee shall terminate on the 
date that is 5 years after the date on which 
the members are appointed under paragraph 
(2)(B). 

‘‘(B) EXTENSIONS.—Before the date on 
which the Committee terminates, the Sec-
retary may renew the Committee for 1 or 
more 2-year periods. 

‘‘(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2028; and 

‘‘(2) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2029 through 2033.’’. 

SA 3015. Mr. LANKFORD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. SUBMISSION OF REQUESTS FOR AS-

SISTANCE ALONG THE SOUTHERN 
BORDER. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Border Security Coordination 
and Improvement Act’’. 

(b) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(4) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives. 

(c) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall make every effort to sub-
mit to the Department of Defense a request 
for assistance along the southern border of 
the United States not later than 180 days be-
fore the requested date such assistance 
would begin. 

(d) CONTENTS.—A request for assistance 
submitted in accordance with subsection (c) 
shall specify the capabilities necessary to as-
sist the Secretary of Homeland Security and 
the Commissioner for U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection in fulfilling the relevant mis-
sion along the southern border. 

(e) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) ONGOING NOTIFICATIONS.—Not later than 

90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and every 90 days thereafter, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit a notification to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that describes— 
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(A) the efforts by the Department of Home-

land Security to develop and transmit to the 
Department of Defense requests for assist-
ance along the southern border of the United 
States; 

(B) the progress made toward ensuring 
that such requests for assistance are sub-
mitted to the Department of Defense not 
later than 180 days before the requested de-
ployment of such personnel or capabilities; 

(C) the number of days before the begin-
ning of requested assistance that any request 
for assistance was submitted to the Depart-
ment of Defense during the previous 90 days; 
and 

(D) in the case of any request for assist-
ance submitted after the date that is 180 
days before the requested date of the begin-
ning of Department of Defense assistance, 
the reason such request for assistance was 
submitted after such date. 

(2) NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL.—Upon 
submitting a request for assistance to the 
Department of Defense, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall notify the appro-
priate congressional committees of such sub-
mission, which shall include— 

(A) a copy of such request for assistance; 
(B) the number of days after the date of 

such request that assistance would begin; 
(C) a description of the reasons such re-

quested assistance was necessary; 
(D) a description of the personnel, capabili-

ties, and resources the Department of Home-
land Security would need to render the re-
quest for assistance unnecessary, and the as-
sociated costs of such personnel, capabili-
ties, and resources; 

(E) the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s efforts to obtain the personnel, capa-
bilities, and resources described in subpara-
graph (D); and 

(F) if the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity did not commit to reimburse the De-
partment of Defense for its assistance — 

(i) the reasons for such failure to commit; 
(ii) a description of the estimated amount 

necessary to reimburse the Department of 
Defense for such assistance; and 

(iii) a description of the Department of 
Homeland Security’s efforts to ensure that 
the Department of Homeland Security has 
sufficient funds to commit to reimbursing 
the Department of Defense for future assist-
ance. 

SA 3016. Mr. LANKFORD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 12lll. SOIL ACT OF 2024. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Security and Oversight for 
International Landholdings Act of 2024’’ or 
the ‘‘SOIL Act of 2024’’. 

(b) REVIEW BY COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES OF CERTAIN 
AGRICULTURAL REAL ESTATE TRANS-
ACTIONS.—Section 721(a)(4) of the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(a)(4)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and in-

serting a semicolon; 
(B) in clause (ii), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(iii) any transaction described in clause 
(vi) or (vii) of subparagraph (B) proposed or 
pending on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this clause.’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(vi) Any acquisition or transfer of an in-
terest, other than a security, in agricultural 
land held by a person that is a national of, or 
is organized under the laws or otherwise sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of, a country— 

‘‘(I) designated as a nonmarket economy 
country pursuant to section 771(18) of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1677(18)); or 

‘‘(II) identified as a country that poses as 
risk to the national security of the United 
States in the most recent annual report on 
worldwide threats issued by the Director of 
National Intelligence pursuant to section 
108B of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3043b)(commonly known as the ‘An-
nual Threat Assessment’).’’. 

(c) REVIEW BY COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES OF REAL ES-
TATE TRANSACTIONS NEAR MILITARY INSTAL-
LATIONS.—Section 721(a)(4)(B) of the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 
4565(a)(4)(B)), as amended by section 2, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(vii) Any acquisition or transfer of an in-
terest, other than a security, in any form of 
real estate that is located not more than 50 
miles from a site listed in Appendix A to 
part 802 of title 31, Code of Federal Regula-
tions or other military installation (as that 
term is defined in section 802.227 of title 31, 
Code of Federal Regulations) other than resi-
dential property held by a person that is a 
national of, or is organized under the laws or 
otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of, a 
country— 

‘‘(I) designated as a nonmarket economy 
country pursuant to section 771(18) of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1677(18)); or 

‘‘(II) identified as a country that poses as 
risk to the national security of the United 
States in the most recent annual report on 
worldwide threats issued by the Director of 
National Intelligence pursuant to section 
108B of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3043b)(commonly known as the ‘An-
nual Threat Assessment’).’’. 

SA 3017. Mr. CARPER (for himself 
and Mrs. CAPITO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION E—THOMAS R. CARPER WATER 
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2024 

SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Thomas 

R. Carper Water Resources Development Act 
of 2024’’. 
SEC. 5002. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY. 

In this division, the term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Army. 

TITLE LI—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 5101. NOTICE TO CONGRESS REGARDING 

WRDA IMPLEMENTATION. 
(a) PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall develop a plan for imple-
menting this division and the amendments 
made by this division. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the plan 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall— 

(A) identify each provision of this division 
(or an amendment made by this division) 
that will require— 

(i) the development and issuance of guid-
ance, including whether that guidance will 
be significant guidance; 

(ii) the development and issuance of a rule; 
or 

(iii) appropriations; 
(B) develop timelines for the issuance of— 
(i) any guidance described in subparagraph 

(A)(i); and 
(ii) each rule described in subparagraph 

(A)(ii); and 
(C) establish a process to disseminate in-

formation about this division and the 
amendments made by this division to each 
District and Division Office of the Corps of 
Engineers. 

(3) TRANSMITTAL.—On completion of the 
plan under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 
transmit the plan to— 

(A) the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF PRIOR WATER RE-
SOURCES DEVELOPMENT LAWS.— 

(1) DEFINITION OF PRIOR WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT LAW.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘prior water resources development 
law’’ means each of the following (including 
the amendments made by any of the fol-
lowing): 

(A) The Water Resources Development Act 
of 2000 (Public Law 106–541; 114 Stat. 2572). 

(B) The Water Resources Development Act 
of 2007 (Public Law 110–114; 121 Stat. 1041). 

(C) The Water Resources Reform and De-
velopment Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–121; 
128 Stat. 1193). 

(D) The Water Infrastructure Improve-
ments for the Nation Act (Public Law 114– 
322; 130 Stat. 1628). 

(E) The America’s Water Infrastructure 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–270; 132 Stat. 
3765). 

(F) Division AA of the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260; 134 
Stat. 2615). 

(G) Title LXXXI of division H of the James 
M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 
136 Stat. 3691). 

(2) NOTICE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a written notice of the status of efforts 
by the Secretary to implement the prior 
water resources development laws. 

(B) CONTENTS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—As part of the notice 

under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall 
include a list describing each provision of a 
prior water resources development law that 
has not been fully implemented as of the 
date of submission of the notice. 

(ii) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—For each 
provision included on the list under clause 
(i), the Secretary shall— 

(I) establish a timeline for implementing 
the provision; 

(II) provide a description of the status of 
the provision in the implementation process; 
and 

(III) provide an explanation for the delay 
in implementing the provision. 

(3) BRIEFINGS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
every 90 days thereafter until the Chairs of 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
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Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives determine that 
this division, the amendments made by this 
division, and prior water resources develop-
ment laws are fully implemented, the Sec-
retary shall provide to relevant congres-
sional committees a briefing on the imple-
mentation of this division, the amendments 
made by this division, and prior water re-
sources development laws. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—A briefing under subpara-
graph (A) shall include— 

(i) updates to the implementation plan 
under subsection (a); and 

(ii) updates to the written notice under 
paragraph (2). 

(c) ADDITIONAL NOTICE PENDING ISSUANCE.— 
Not later than 30 days before issuing any 
guidance, rule, notice in the Federal Reg-
ister, or other documentation required to 
implement this division, an amendment 
made by this division, or a prior water re-
sources development law (as defined in sub-
section (b)(1)), the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a written notice re-
garding the pending issuance. 

(d) WRDA IMPLEMENTATION TEAM.— 
(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) PRIOR WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT 

LAW.—The term ‘‘prior water resources de-
velopment law’’ has the meaning given the 
term in subsection (b)(1). 

(B) TEAM.—The term ‘‘team’’ means the 
Water Resources Development Act imple-
mentation team established under paragraph 
(2). 

(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a Water Resources Development 
Act implementation team that shall consist 
of current employees of the Federal Govern-
ment, including— 

(A) not fewer than 2 employees in the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary of the Army 
for Civil Works; 

(B) not fewer than 2 employees at the head-
quarters of the Corps of Engineers; and 

(C) a representative of each district and di-
vision of the Corps of Engineers. 

(3) DUTIES.—The team shall be responsible 
for assisting with the implementation of this 
division, the amendments made by this divi-
sion, and prior water resources development 
laws, including— 

(A) performing ongoing outreach to— 
(i) Congress; and 
(ii) employees and servicemembers sta-

tioned in districts and divisions of the Corps 
of Engineers to ensure that all Corps of Engi-
neers employees are aware of and imple-
menting provisions of this division, the 
amendments made by this division, and prior 
water resources development laws, in a man-
ner consistent with congressional intent; 

(B) identifying any issues with implemen-
tation of a provision of this division, the 
amendments made by this division, and prior 
water resources development laws at the dis-
trict, division, or national level; 

(C) resolving the issues identified under 
subparagraph (B), in consultation with Corps 
of Engineers leadership and the Secretary; 
and 

(D) ensuring that any interpretation devel-
oped as a result of the process under sub-
paragraph (C) is consistent with congres-
sional intent for this division, the amend-
ments made by this division, and prior water 
resources development laws. 

SEC. 5102. PRIOR GUIDANCE. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
issue the guidance required pursuant to each 
of the following provisions: 

(1) Section 1043(b)(9) of the Water Re-
sources Reform and Development Act of 2014 
(33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 113–121). 

(2) Section 8136 of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2022 (10 U.S.C. 2667 note; 
Public Law 117–263). 
SEC. 5103. ABILITY TO PAY. 

(a) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall 
expedite any guidance or rulemaking nec-
essary to the implementation of section 
103(m) of the Water Resources Development 
Act 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2213(m)) to address ability 
to pay. 

(b) ABILITY TO PAY.—Section 103(m) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2213(m)) is amended by adding the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall an-

nually submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
written notification of determinations made 
by the Secretary of the ability of non-Fed-
eral interests to pay under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—In preparing the written 
notification under subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary shall include, for each determina-
tion made by the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) the name of the non-Federal interest 
that submitted to the Secretary a request 
for a determination under this subsection; 

‘‘(ii) the name and location of the project; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the determination made by the Sec-
retary and the reasons for the determina-
tion, including the adjusted share of the 
costs of the project of the non-Federal inter-
est, if applicable.’’. 

(c) TRIBAL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 203(d) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2000 (33 U.S.C. 2269(d)) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(7) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall an-

nually submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
written notification of determinations made 
by the Secretary of the ability of non-Fed-
eral interests to pay under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—In preparing the written 
notification under subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary shall include, for each determina-
tion made by the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) the name of the non-Federal interest 
that submitted to the Secretary a request 
for a determination under paragraph 
(1)(B)(ii); 

‘‘(ii) the name and location of the project; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the determination made by the Sec-
retary and the reasons for the determina-
tion, including the adjusted share of the 
costs of the project of the non-Federal inter-
est, if applicable.’’. 
SEC. 5104. FEDERAL INTEREST DETERMINA-

TIONS. 
Section 905(b) of the Water Resources De-

velopment Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2282(b)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) IDENTIFICATION.—As part of the sub-

mission of a work plan to Congress pursuant 
to the joint explanatory statement for an an-
nual appropriations Act or as part of the sub-
mission of a spend plan to Congress for a 
supplemental appropriations Act under 
which the Corps of Engineers receives fund-
ing, the Secretary shall identify the studies 
in the plan— 

‘‘(i) for which the Secretary plans to pre-
pare a feasibility report under subsection (a) 
that will benefit— 

‘‘(I) an economically disadvantaged com-
munity (as defined pursuant to section 160 of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 116–260)); 
or 

‘‘(II) a community other than a commu-
nity described in subclause (I); and 

‘‘(ii) that are designated as a new start 
under the work plan. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—After identifying the 

studies under subparagraph (A) and subject 
to subparagraph (C), the Secretary shall, 
with the consent of the applicable non-Fed-
eral interest for the study, first determine 
the Federal interest in carrying out the 
study and the projects that may be proposed 
in the study. 

‘‘(ii) FEASIBILITY COST SHARE AGREEMENT.— 
The Secretary may make a determination 
under clause (i) prior to the execution of a 
feasibility cost share agreement between the 
Secretary and the non-Federal interest. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.—For each fiscal year, the 
Secretary may not make a determination 
under subparagraph (B) for more than 20 
studies identified under subparagraph 
(A)(i)(II). 

‘‘(D) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii) and 

with the consent of the non-Federal interest, 
the Secretary may use the authority pro-
vided under this subsection for a study in a 
work plan submitted to Congress prior to the 
date of enactment of the Thomas R. Carper 
Water Resources Development Act of 2024 if 
the study otherwise meets the requirements 
described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—Subparagraph (C) shall 
apply to the use of authority under clause 
(i).’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) shall be paid from the funding pro-

vided for the study in the applicable work 
plan described in that paragraph.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) POST-DETERMINATION WORK.—A study 

under this section shall continue after a de-
termination under paragraph (1)(B)(i) with-
out a new investment decision.’’. 
SEC. 5105. ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

Section 7001 of the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 
2282d) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (i); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(g) NON-FEDERAL INTEREST NOTIFICA-
TION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—After the publication of 
the annual report under subsection (f), if the 
proposal of a non-Federal interest submitted 
under subsection (b) was included by the Sec-
retary in the appendix under subsection 
(c)(4), the Secretary shall provide written 
notification to the non-Federal interest of 
such inclusion. 

‘‘(2) DEBRIEF.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date on which a non-Federal inter-
est receives the written notification under 
paragraph (1), the non-Federal interest shall 
notify the Secretary that the non-Federal in-
terest is requesting a debrief under this para-
graph. 

‘‘(B) RESPONSE.—If a non-Federal interest 
requests a debrief under this paragraph, the 
Secretary shall provide the debrief to the 
non-Federal interest by not later than 60 
days after the date on which the Secretary 
receives the request for the debrief. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:17 Jul 24, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00113 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A23JY6.109 S23JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5272 July 23, 2024 
‘‘(C) INCLUSIONS.—The debrief provided by 

the Secretary under this paragraph shall in-
clude— 

‘‘(i) an explanation of the reasons that the 
proposal was included in the appendix under 
subsection (c)(4); and 

‘‘(ii) a description of— 
‘‘(I) any revisions to the proposal that may 

allow the proposal to be included in a subse-
quent annual report, to the maximum extent 
practicable; 

‘‘(II) other existing authorities of the Sec-
retary that may be used to address the need 
that prompted the proposal, if applicable; 
and 

‘‘(III) any other information that the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate. 

‘‘(h) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not 
later than 30 days after the publication of 
the annual report under subsection (f), for 
each proposal included in that annual report 
or appendix, the Secretary shall notify each 
Member of Congress that represents the 
State in which that proposal will be located 
that the proposal was included the annual 
report or the appendix.’’. 
SEC. 5106. PROCESSING TIMELINES. 

Not later than 30 days after the end of each 
fiscal year, the Secretary shall ensure that 
the public website for the ‘‘permit finder’’ of 
the Corps of Engineers accurately reflects 
the current status of projects for which a 
permit was, or is being, processed using 
amounts accepted under section 214 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2000 (33 
U.S.C. 2352). 
SEC. 5107. SERVICES OF VOLUNTEERS. 

The seventeenth paragraph under the head-
ing ‘‘GENERAL PROVISIONS’’ under the heading 
‘‘CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL’’ under the 
heading ‘‘DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY’’ in 
chapter IV of title I of the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 1983 (33 U.S.C. 569c), is 
amended— 

(1) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘The 
United States Army Chief of Engineers’’ and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘SERVICES OF VOLUNTEERS 
‘‘SEC. 141. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Chief of 

Engineers’’. 
(2) in subsection (a) (as so designated), in 

the second sentence, by striking ‘‘Such vol-
unteers’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) TREATMENT.—Volunteers under sub-
section (a)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) RECOGNITION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2) 

and (3), the Chief of Engineers may recognize 
through an award or other appropriate 
means the service of volunteers under sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(2) PROCESS.—The Chief of Engineers shall 
establish a process to carry out paragraph 
(1). 

‘‘(3) LIMITATION.—The Chief of Engineers 
shall ensure that the recognition provided to 
a volunteer under paragraph (1) shall not be 
in the form of a cash award.’’. 
SEC. 5108. SUPPORT OF ARMY CIVIL WORKS MIS-

SIONS. 
Section 8159 of the Water Resources Devel-

opment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3740) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; and 

(2) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(4) West Virginia University to conduct 
academic research on flood resilience plan-
ning and risk management, water resource- 
related emergency management, aquatic 
ecosystem restoration, water quality, siting 
and risk management for open- and closed- 
loop pumped hydropower energy storage, hy-
dropower, and water resource-related recre-
ation and management of resources for 
recreation in the State of West Virginia; 

‘‘(5) Delaware State University to conduct 
academic research on water resource ecol-
ogy, water quality, aquatic ecosystem res-
toration, coastal restoration, and water re-
source-related emergency management in 
the State of Delaware, the Delaware River 
Basin, and the Chesapeake Bay watershed; 

‘‘(6) the University of Notre Dame to con-
duct academic research on hazard mitigation 
policies and practices in coastal commu-
nities, including through the incorporation 
of data analysis and the use of risk-based an-
alytical frameworks for reviewing flood 
mitigation and hardening plans and for eval-
uating the design of new infrastructure; and 

‘‘(7) Mississippi State University to con-
duct academic research on technology to be 
used in water resources development infra-
structure, analyses of the environment be-
fore and after a natural disaster, and 
geospatial data collection.’’. 
SEC. 5109. INLAND WATERWAY PROJECTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 102(a) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2212(a)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘65 percent of the costs’’ and in-
serting ‘‘75 percent of the costs’’; and 

(2) in the undesignated matter following 
paragraph (3), in the second sentence, by 
striking ‘‘35 percent of such costs’’ and in-
serting ‘‘25 percent of such costs’’. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made 
by subsection (a) shall apply beginning on 
October 1, 2024, to any construction of a 
project for navigation on the inland water-
ways that is new or ongoing on or after that 
date. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—In the case of an inland 
waterways project that receives funds under 
the heading ‘‘CONSTRUCTION’’ under the head-
ing ‘‘CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL’’ under the 
heading ‘‘DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY’’ in 
title III of division J of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (135 Stat. 1359) that 
will not complete construction, replacement, 
rehabilitation, and expansion with such 
funds— 

(1) section 102(a) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2212(a)) 
shall not apply; and 

(2) any remaining costs shall be paid only 
from amounts appropriated from the general 
fund of the Treasury. 
SEC. 5110. LEVERAGING FEDERAL INFRASTRUC-

TURE FOR INCREASED WATER SUP-
PLY. 

Section 1118(i) of Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2016 (43 U.S.C. 390b–2(i)) is 
amended by striking paragraph (2) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(2) CONTRIBUTED FUNDS FOR OTHER FED-
ERAL RESERVOIR PROJECTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to receive and expend funds from a non- 
Federal interest or a Federal agency that 
owns a Federal reservoir project described in 
subparagraph (B) to formulate, review, or re-
vise operational documents pursuant to a 
proposal submitted in accordance with sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(B) FEDERAL RESERVOIR PROJECTS DE-
SCRIBED.—A Federal reservoir project re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) is a reservoir 
for which the Secretary is authorized to pre-
scribe regulations for the use of storage allo-
cated for flood control or navigation pursu-
ant to section 7 of the Act of December 22, 
1944 (commonly known as the ‘Flood Control 
Act of 1944’) (58 Stat. 890, chapter 665; 33 
U.S.C. 709).’’. 
SEC. 5111. OUTREACH AND ACCESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8117(b) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2022 (33 
U.S.C. 2281b(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)(iii), by striking 

‘‘and’’ at the end; 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) ensuring that a potential non-Federal 

interest is aware of the roles, responsibil-
ities, and financial commitments associated 
with a completed water resources develop-
ment project prior to initiating a feasibility 
study (as defined in section 105(d) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2215(d))), including operations, main-
tenance, repair, replacement, and rehabilita-
tion responsibilities.’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(F) to the maximum extent practicable— 
‘‘(i) develop and continue to make publicly 

available, through a publicly available exist-
ing website, information on the projects and 
studies within the jurisdiction of each dis-
trict of the Corps of Engineers; and 

‘‘(ii) ensure that the information described 
in clause (i) is consistent and made publicly 
available in the same manner across all dis-
tricts of the Corps of Engineers.’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4) 
as paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively; and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and issue guidance to ensure that the 
points of contacts established under para-
graph (2)(B) are adequately fulfilling their 
obligations under that paragraph.’’. 

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall provide to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a briefing on the status of the imple-
mentation of section 8117 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2022 (33 U.S.C. 
2281b), including the amendments made to 
that section by subsection (a), including— 

(1) a plan for implementing any require-
ments under that section; and 

(2) any potential barriers to implementing 
that section. 
SEC. 5112. MODEL DEVELOPMENT. 

Section 8230 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3765) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(d) MODEL DEVELOPMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may part-

ner with other Federal agencies, National 
Laboratories, and institutions of higher edu-
cation to develop, update, and maintain hy-
drologic and climate-related models for use 
in water resources planning, including mod-
els to assess compound flooding that arises 
when 2 or more flood drivers occur simulta-
neously or in close succession, or are impact-
ing the same region over time. 

‘‘(2) USE.—The Secretary may use models 
developed by the entities described in para-
graph (1).’’. 
SEC. 5113. PLANNING ASSISTANCE FOR STATES. 

Section 22(a)(2)(B) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 1962d– 
16(a)(2)(B)) is amended by inserting ‘‘and 
title research for abandoned structures’’ be-
fore the period at the end. 
SEC. 5114. CORPS OF ENGINEERS LEVEE OWNERS 

ADVISORY BOARD. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FEDERAL LEVEE SYSTEM OWNER-OPER-

ATOR.—The term ‘‘Federal levee system 
owner-operator’’ means a non-Federal inter-
est that owns and operates and maintains a 
levee system that was constructed by the 
Corps of Engineers. 
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(2) OWNERS BOARD.—The term ‘‘Owners 

Board’’ means the Levee Owners Advisory 
Board established under subsection (b). 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall establish a Levee Owners Ad-
visory Board. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Owners Board— 
(A) shall be composed of— 
(i) 11 members, to be appointed by the Sec-

retary, who shall— 
(I) represent various regions of the coun-

try, including not less than 1 Federal levee 
system owner-operator from each of the civil 
works divisions of the Corps of Engineers; 
and 

(II) have the requisite experiential or tech-
nical knowledge to carry out the duties of 
the Owners Board described in subsection (d); 
and 

(ii) a representative of the Corps of Engi-
neers, to be designated by the Secretary, 
who shall serve as a nonvoting member; and 

(B) may include a representative des-
ignated by the head of the Federal agency 
described in section 9002(1) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007 (33 U.S.C. 
3301(1)), who shall serve as a nonvoting mem-
ber. 

(2) TERMS OF MEMBERS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraphs 

(B) and (C), a member of the Owners Board 
shall be appointed for a term of 3 years. 

(B) REAPPOINTMENT.—A member of the 
Owners Board may be reappointed to the 
Owners Board, as the Secretary determines 
to be appropriate. 

(C) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Owners 
Board shall be filled in the same manner as 
the original appointment was made. 

(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The members of the 
Owners Board shall appoint a chairperson 
from among the members of the Owners 
Board. 

(d) DUTIES.— 
(1) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Owners Board 

shall provide advice and recommendations to 
the Secretary and the Chief of Engineers 
on— 

(A) the activities and actions, consistent 
with applicable statutory authorities, that 
should be undertaken by the Corps of Engi-
neers and Federal levee system owner-opera-
tors to improve flood risk management 
throughout the United States; and 

(B) how to improve cooperation and com-
munication between the Corps of Engineers 
and Federal levee system owner-operators. 

(2) MEETINGS.—The Owners Board shall 
meet not less frequently than semiannually. 

(3) REPORT.—The Secretary, on behalf of 
the Owners Board, shall— 

(A) submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report that includes the recommendations 
provided under paragraph (1); and 

(B) make those recommendations publicly 
available, including on a publicly available 
existing website. 

(e) INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT.—Any advice or 
recommendation made by the Owners Board 
pursuant to subsection (d)(1) shall reflect the 
independent judgment of the Owners Board. 

(f) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) COMPENSATION.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the members of the Owners 
Board shall serve without compensation. 

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The members of the 
Owners Board shall receive travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, in 
accordance with applicable provisions under 
subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(3) TREATMENT.—The members of the Own-
ers Board shall not be considered to be Fed-

eral employees, and the meetings and reports 
of the Owners Board shall not be considered 
a major Federal action under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.). 

(g) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—The Owners Board 
shall not supplant the Committee on Levee 
Safety established by section 9003 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 (33 
U.S.C. 3302). 
SEC. 5115. SILVER JACKETS PROGRAM. 

The Secretary shall continue the Silver 
Jackets program established by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 206 of the Flood 
Control Act of 1960 (33 U.S.C. 709a) and sec-
tion 204 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5134). 
SEC. 5116. TRIBAL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM. 

Section 203 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2000 (33 U.S.C. 2269) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (C)(ii), by striking 

‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(B) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 

subparagraph (E); and 
(C) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 

following: 
‘‘(D) projects that improve emergency re-

sponse capabilities and provide increased ac-
cess to infrastructure that may be utilized in 
the event of a severe weather event or other 
natural disaster; and’’; and 

(2) by striking subsection (e) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(e) PILOT PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

carry out a pilot program under which the 
Secretary shall carry out not more than 5 
projects described in paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—Notwith-
standing subsection (b)(1)(B), a project re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) is a project— 

‘‘(A) that is otherwise eligible and meets 
the requirements under this section; and 

‘‘(B) that is located— 
‘‘(i) along the Mid-Columbia River, Wash-

ington, Taneum Creek, Washington, or 
Similk Bay, Washington; or 

‘‘(ii) at Big Bend, Lake Oahe, Fort Randall, 
or Gavins Point Reservoirs, South Dakota. 

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall 
carry out a project described in paragraph (2) 
in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(4) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
subsection authorizes— 

‘‘(A) a project for the removal of a dam 
that otherwise is a project described in para-
graph (2); 

‘‘(B) the study of the removal of a dam; or 
‘‘(C) the study of any Federal dam, includ-

ing the study of power, flood control, or 
navigation replacement, or the implementa-
tion of any functional alteration to that 
dam, that is located along a body of water 
described in clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph 
(2)(B).’’. 
SEC. 5117. TRIBAL PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 

PILOT PROGRAM. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE PROJECT.—The term ‘‘eligible 

project’’ means a project or activity eligible 
to be carried out under the Tribal partner-
ship program under section 203 of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2000 (33 U.S.C. 
2269). 

(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 4 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304). 

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall establish and implement 
a pilot program under which Indian Tribes 
may directly carry out eligible projects. 

(c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pilot 
program under this section are— 

(1) to authorize Tribal contracting to ad-
vance Tribal self-determination and provide 
economic opportunities for Indian Tribes; 
and 

(2) to evaluate the technical, financial, and 
organizational efficiencies of Indian Tribes 
carrying out the design, execution, manage-
ment, and construction of 1 or more eligible 
projects. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot 

program under this section, the Secretary 
shall— 

(A) identify a total of not more than 5 eli-
gible projects that have been authorized for 
construction; 

(B) notify the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives on 
the identification of each eligible project 
under the pilot program under this section; 

(C) in collaboration with the Indian Tribe, 
develop a detailed project management plan 
for each identified eligible project that out-
lines the scope, budget, design, and construc-
tion resource requirements necessary for the 
Indian Tribe to execute the project or a sepa-
rable element of the eligible project; 

(D) on the request of the Indian Tribe and 
in accordance with subsection (f)(2), enter 
into a project partnership agreement with 
the Indian Tribe for the Indian Tribe to pro-
vide full project management control for 
construction of the eligible project, or a sep-
arable element of the eligible project, in ac-
cordance with plans approved by the Sec-
retary; 

(E) following execution of the project part-
nership agreement, transfer to the Indian 
Tribe to carry out construction of the eligi-
ble project, or a separable element of the eli-
gible project— 

(i) if applicable, the balance of the unobli-
gated amounts appropriated for the eligible 
project, except that the Secretary shall re-
tain sufficient amounts for the Corps of En-
gineers to carry out any responsibilities of 
the Corps of Engineers relating to the eligi-
ble project and the pilot program under this 
section; and 

(ii) additional amounts, as determined by 
the Secretary, from amounts made available 
to carry out this section, except that the 
total amount transferred to the Indian Tribe 
shall not exceed the updated estimate of the 
Federal share of the cost of construction, in-
cluding any required design; and 

(F) regularly monitor and audit each eligi-
ble project being constructed by an Indian 
Tribe under this section to ensure that the 
construction activities are carried out in 
compliance with the plans approved by the 
Secretary and that the construction costs 
are reasonable. 

(2) DETAILED PROJECT SCHEDULE.—Not later 
than 180 days after entering into an agree-
ment under paragraph (1)(D), each Indian 
Tribe, to the maximum extent practicable, 
shall submit to the Secretary a detailed 
project schedule, based on estimated funding 
levels, that lists all deadlines for each mile-
stone in the construction of the eligible 
project. 

(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—On the request 
of an Indian Tribe, the Secretary may pro-
vide technical assistance to the Indian Tribe, 
if the Indian Tribe contracts with and com-
pensates the Secretary for the technical as-
sistance relating to— 

(A) any study, engineering activity, and 
design activity for construction carried out 
by the Indian Tribe under this section; and 

(B) expeditiously obtaining any permits 
necessary for the eligible project. 

(e) COST SHARE.—Nothing in this section 
affects the cost-sharing requirement applica-
ble on the day before the date of enactment 
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of this Act to an eligible project carried out 
under this section. 

(f) IMPLEMENTATION GUIDANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall issue guidance for the imple-
mentation of the pilot program under this 
section that, to the extent practicable, iden-
tifies— 

(A) the metrics for measuring the success 
of the pilot program; 

(B) a process for identifying future eligible 
projects to participate in the pilot program; 

(C) measures to address the risks of an In-
dian Tribe constructing eligible projects 
under the pilot program, including which en-
tity bears the risk for eligible projects that 
fail to meet Corps of Engineers standards for 
design or quality; 

(D) the laws and regulations that an Indian 
Tribe must follow in carrying out an eligible 
project under the pilot program; and 

(E) which entity bears the risk in the event 
that an eligible project carried out under the 
pilot program fails to be carried out in ac-
cordance with the project authorization or 
this section. 

(2) NEW PROJECT PARTNERSHIP AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary may not enter into a 
project partnership agreement under this 
section until the date on which the Sec-
retary issues the guidance under paragraph 
(1). 

(g) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and make publicly available a report 
detailing the results of the pilot program 
under this section, including— 

(A) a description of the progress of Indian 
Tribes in meeting milestones in detailed 
project schedules developed pursuant to sub-
section (d)(2); and 

(B) any recommendations of the Secretary 
concerning whether the pilot program or any 
component of the pilot program should be 
implemented on a national basis. 

(2) UPDATE.—Not later than 5 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives an update to the report under para-
graph (1). 

(3) FAILURE TO MEET DEADLINE.—If the Sec-
retary fails to submit a report by the re-
quired deadline under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a detailed explanation of why the dead-
line was missed and a projected date for sub-
mission of the report. 

(h) ADMINISTRATION.—All laws and regula-
tions that would apply to the Secretary if 
the Secretary were carrying out the eligible 
project shall apply to an Indian Tribe car-
rying out an eligible project under this sec-
tion. 

(i) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority to commence an eligible project 
under this section terminates on December 
31, 2029. 

(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to any amounts appropriated for a 
specific eligible project, there is authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry 
out this section, including the costs of ad-
ministration of the Secretary, $15,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2024 through 2029. 

SEC. 5118. ELIGIBILITY FOR INTER-TRIBAL CON-
SORTIUMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 221(b)(1) of the 
Flood Control Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 1962d– 
5b(b)(1)) is amended by inserting ‘‘and an 
inter-tribal consortium (as defined in section 
403 of the Indian Child Protection and Fam-
ily Violence Prevention Act (25 U.S.C. 
3202)))’’ after ‘‘5304))’’. 

(b) TRIBAL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 203 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2000 (33 U.S.C. 2269) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking the subsection designation 

and heading and all that follows through 
‘‘the term’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) INTER-TRIBAL CONSORTIUM.—The term 

‘inter-tribal consortium’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 403 of the Indian 
Child Protection and Family Violence Pre-
vention Act (25 U.S.C. 3202). 

‘‘(3) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term 
‘Tribal organization’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5304).’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by inserting ‘‘, inter-tribal consortiums, 
Tribal organizations,’’ after ‘‘Indian tribes’’; 
and 

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, 
inter-tribal consortiums, or Tribal organiza-
tions’’ after ‘‘Indian tribes’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘flood 

hurricane’’ and inserting ‘‘flood or hurri-
cane’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (C), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, an inter- 
tribal consortium, or a Tribal organization’’ 
after ‘‘Indian tribe’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (E) (as redesignated 
by section 5116(1)(B)), by inserting ‘‘, inter- 
tribal consortiums, Tribal organizations,’’ 
after ‘‘Indian tribes’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3)(A), by inserting ‘‘, 
inter-tribal consortium, or Tribal organiza-
tion’’ after ‘‘Indian tribe’’ each place it ap-
pears. 

SEC. 5119. SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO 
THE MANAGEMENT OF RECREATION 
FACILITIES. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Corps of Engineers should have 

greater access to the revenue collected from 
the use of Corps of Engineers-managed facili-
ties with recreational purposes; 

(2) revenue collected from Corps of Engi-
neers-managed facilities with recreational 
purposes should be available to the Corps of 
Engineers for necessary operation, mainte-
nance, and improvement activities at the fa-
cility from which the revenue was derived; 

(3) the districts of the Corps of Engineers 
should be provided with more authority to 
partner with non-Federal public entities and 
private nonprofit entities for the improve-
ment and management of Corps of Engi-
neers-managed facilities with recreational 
purposes; and 

(4) legislation to address the issues de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (3) should 
be considered by Congress. 

SEC. 5120. EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION. 

Section 7004(b)(4) of the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2014 (128 
Stat. 1374; 132 Stat. 3784) is amended by 
striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2026’’. 

TITLE LII—STUDIES AND REPORTS 
SEC. 5201. AUTHORIZATION OF PROPOSED FEASI-

BILITY STUDIES. 
(a) NEW PROJECTS.—The Secretary is au-

thorized to conduct a feasibility study for 
the following projects for water resources de-
velopment and conservation and other pur-
poses, as identified in the reports titled ‘‘Re-
port to Congress on Future Water Resources 
Development’’ submitted to Congress pursu-
ant to section 7001 of the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2014 (33 
U.S.C. 2282d) or otherwise reviewed by Con-
gress: 

(1) YAVAPAI COUNTY, ARIZONA.—Project for 
flood risk management, Yavapai County, Ar-
izona. 

(2) EASTMAN LAKE, CALIFORNIA.—Project for 
ecosystem restoration and water supply, in-
cluding for conservation and recharge, East-
man Lake, Merced and Madera Counties, 
California. 

(3) PINE FLAT DAM, CALIFORNIA.—Project for 
ecosystem restoration, water supply, and 
recreation, Pine Flat Dam, Fresno County, 
California. 

(4) SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.—Project for 
flood risk management, including sea level 
rise, San Diego, California. 

(5) SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA.—Project for 
flood risk management and ecosystem res-
toration, including levee improvement, Sac-
ramento River, Sacramento, California. 

(6) SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA.—Project for 
flood risk management, City of San Mateo, 
California. 

(7) SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.— 
Project for flood risk management, eco-
system restoration, and water supply, Lower 
Cosumnes River, Sacramento County, Cali-
fornia. 

(8) COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO.—Project 
for ecosystem restoration and flood risk 
management, Fountain Creek, Monument 
Creek, and T–Gap Levee, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 

(9) PLYMOUTH, CONNECTICUT.—Project for 
ecosystem restoration, Plymouth, Con-
necticut. 

(10) WINDHAM, CONNECTICUT.—Project for 
ecosystem restoration and recreation, 
Windham, Connecticut. 

(11) ENFIELD, CONNECTICUT.—Project for 
flood risk management and ecosystem res-
toration, including restoring freshwater 
brook floodplain, Enfield, Connecticut. 

(12) NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT.—Project for 
flood risk management, Newington, Con-
necticut. 

(13) HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT.—Project for 
hurricane and storm damage risk reduction, 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

(14) FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT.—Project for 
flood risk management, Rooster River, Fair-
field, Connecticut. 

(15) MILTON, DELAWARE.—Project for flood 
risk management, Milton, Delaware. 

(16) WILMINGTON, DELAWARE.—Project for 
coastal storm risk management, City of Wil-
mington, Delaware. 

(17) TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA.—Project for 
flood risk management and coastal storm 
risk management, including the potential 
for beneficial use of dredged material, Tybee 
Island, Georgia. 

(18) HANAPEPE LEVEE, HAWAII.—Project for 
ecosystem restoration, flood risk manage-
ment, and hurricane and storm damage risk 
reduction, including Hanapepe Levee, Kauai 
County, Hawaii. 

(19) KAUAI COUNTY, HAWAII.—Project for 
flood risk management and coastal storm 
risk management, Kauai County, Hawaii. 

(20) HAWAI‘I KAI, HAWAII.—Project for flood 
risk management, Hawai‘i Kai, Hawaii. 

(21) MAUI, HAWAII.—Project for flood risk 
management and ecosystem restoration, 
Maui County, Hawaii. 
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(22) BUTTERFIELD CREEK, ILLINOIS.—Project 

for flood risk management, Butterfield 
Creek, Illinois, including the villages of 
Flossmoor, Matteson, Park Forest, and 
Richton Park. 

(23) ROCKY RIPPLE, INDIANA.—Project for 
flood risk management, Rocky Ripple, Indi-
ana. 

(24) COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS.—Project for 
flood risk management, Coffeyville, Kansas. 

(25) FULTON COUNTY, KENTUCKY.—Project 
for flood risk management, including bank 
stabilization, Fulton County, Kentucky. 

(26) CUMBERLAND RIVER, CRITTENDEN COUN-
TY, LYON COUNTY, AND LIVINGSTON COUNTY, 
KENTUCKY.—Project for ecosystem restora-
tion, including bank stabilization, Cum-
berland River, Crittenden County, Lyon 
County, and Livingston County, Kentucky. 

(27) SCOTT COUNTY, KENTUCKY.—Project for 
ecosystem restoration, including water sup-
ply, Scott County, Kentucky. 

(28) BULLSKIN CREEK AND SHELBY COUNTY, 
KENTUCKY.—Project for ecosystem restora-
tion, including bank stabilization, Bullskin 
Creek and Shelby County, Kentucky. 

(29) LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN BARRIER, LOU-
ISIANA.—Project for hurricane and storm 
damage risk reduction, Orleans Parish, St. 
Tammany Parish, and St. Bernard Parish, 
Louisiana. 

(30) OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND.—Project for 
flood risk management, Ocean City, Mary-
land. 

(31) BEAVERDAM CREEK, MARYLAND.— 
Project for flood risk management, 
Beaverdam Creek, Prince George’s County, 
Maryland. 

(32) OAK BLUFFS, MASSACHUSETTS.—Project 
for flood risk management, coastal storm 
risk management, recreation, and ecosystem 
restoration, including shoreline stabilization 
along East Chop Drive, Oak Bluffs, Massa-
chusetts. 

(33) TISBURY, MASSACHUSETTS.—Project for 
coastal storm risk management, including 
shoreline stabilization along Beach Road 
Causeway, Tisbury, Massachusetts. 

(34) OAK BLUFFS HARBOR, MASSACHUSETTS.— 
Project for coastal storm risk management 
and navigation, Oak Bluffs Harbor north and 
south jetties, Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts. 

(35) CONNECTICUT RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS.— 
Project for flood risk management along the 
Connecticut River, Massachusetts. 

(36) MARYSVILLE, MICHIGAN.—Project for 
coastal storm risk management, including 
shoreline stabilization, City of Marysville, 
Michigan. 

(37) CHEBOYGAN, MICHIGAN.—Project for 
flood risk management, Little Black River, 
City of Cheboygan, Michigan. 

(38) KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN.—Project for 
flood risk management and ecosystem res-
toration, Kalamazoo River Watershed and 
tributaries, City of Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

(39) DEARBORN AND DEARBORN HEIGHTS, 
MICHIGAN.—Project for flood risk manage-
ment, Dearborn and Dearborn Heights, 
Michigan. 

(40) GRAND TRAVERSE BAY, MICHIGAN.— 
Project for navigation, Grand Traverse Bay, 
Michigan. 

(41) GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN.— 
Project for flood risk management and eco-
system restoration, Grand Traverse County, 
Michigan. 

(42) BRIGHTON MILL POND, MICHIGAN.— 
Project for ecosystem restoration, Brighton 
Mill Pond, Michigan. 

(43) LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN.—Project for 
coastal storm risk management, including 
feasibility of emergency shoreline protec-
tion, Ludington, Michigan. 

(44) PAHRUMP, NEVADA.—Project for hurri-
cane and storm damage risk reduction and 
flood risk management, Pahrump, Nevada. 

(45) ALLEGHENY RIVER, NEW YORK.—Project 
for navigation and ecosystem restoration, 
Allegheny River, New York. 

(46) TURTLE COVE, NEW YORK.—Project for 
ecosystem restoration, Turtle Cove, Pelham 
Bay Park, Bronx, New York. 

(47) NILES, OHIO.—Project for flood risk 
management, ecosystem restoration, and 
recreation, City of Niles, Ohio. 

(48) GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE, OHIO.—Project 
for flood and coastal storm risk manage-
ment, ecosystem restoration, recreation, and 
shoreline erosion protection, Geneva-on-the- 
Lake, Ohio. 

(49) LITTLE KILLBUCK CREEK, OHIO.—Project 
for ecosystem restoration, including aquatic 
invasive species management, Little 
Killbuck Creek, Ohio. 

(50) DEFIANCE, OHIO.—Project for flood risk 
management, ecosystem restoration, recre-
ation, and bank stabilization, Maumee, 
Auglaize, and Tiffin Rivers, Defiance, Ohio. 

(51) DILLON LAKE, MUSKINGUM COUNTY, 
OHIO.—Project for ecosystem restoration, 
recreation, and shoreline erosion protection, 
Dillon Lake, Muskingum and Licking Coun-
ties, Ohio. 

(52) JERUSALEM TOWNSHIP, OHIO.—Project 
for flood and coastal storm risk management 
and shoreline erosion protection, Jerusalem 
Township, Ohio. 

(53) NINE MILE CREEK, CLEVELAND, OHIO.— 
Project for flood risk management, Nine 
Mile Creek, Cleveland, Ohio. 

(54) COLD CREEK, OHIO.—Project for eco-
system restoration, Cold Creek, Erie County, 
Ohio. 

(55) ALLEGHENY RIVER, PENNSYLVANIA.— 
Project for navigation and ecosystem res-
toration, Allegheny River, Pennsylvania. 

(56) PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.—Project 
for ecosystem restoration and recreation, in-
cluding shoreline stabilization, South Phila-
delphia Wetlands Park, Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania. 

(57) GALVESTON BAY, TEXAS.—Project for 
navigation, Galveston Bay, Texas. 

(58) WINOOSKI, VERMONT.—Project for flood 
risk management, Winooski River and tribu-
taries, Winooski, Vermont. 

(59) MT. ST. HELENS, WASHINGTON.—Project 
for navigation, Mt. St. Helens, Washington. 

(60) GRAYS BAY, WASHINGTON.—Project for 
navigation, flood risk management, and eco-
system restoration, Grays Bay, Wahkiakum 
County, Washington. 

(61) WIND, KLICKITAT, HOOD, DESCHUTES, 
ROCK CREEK, AND JOHN DAY TRIBUTARIES, 
WASHINGTON.—Project for ecosystem restora-
tion, Wind, Klickitat, Hood, Deschutes, Rock 
Creek, and John Day tributaries, Wash-
ington. 

(62) LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN.—Project for 
flood risk management, City of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. 

(b) PROJECT MODIFICATIONS.—The Sec-
retary is authorized to conduct a feasibility 
study for the following project modifica-
tions: 

(1) LUXAPALILA CREEK, ALABAMA.—Modi-
fications to the project for flood risk man-
agement, Luxapalila Creek, Alabama, au-
thorized by section 203 of the Flood Control 
Act of 1958 (72 Stat. 307). 

(2) OSCEOLA HARBOR, ARKANSAS.—Modifica-
tions to the project for navigation, Osceola 
Harbor, Arkansas, authorized under section 
107 of the River and Harbor Act of 1960 (33 
U.S.C. 577), to evaluate the expansion of the 
harbor. 

(3) SAVANNAH, GEORGIA.—Modifications to 
the project for navigation, Savannah Harbor 
Expansion Project, Georgia, authorized by 
section 7002(1) of the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act of 2014 (128 Stat. 
1364) and modified by section 1401(6) of the 
America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 
(132 Stat. 3839). 

(4) HAGAMAN CHUTE, LOUISIANA.—Modifica-
tions to the project for navigation, including 
sediment management, Hagaman Chute, 
Louisiana. 

(5) CALCASIEU RIVER AND PASS, LOUISIANA.— 
Modifications to the project for navigation, 
Calcasieu River and Pass, Louisiana, author-
ized by section 101 of the River and Harbor 
Act of 1960 (74 Stat. 481) and modified by sec-
tion 3079 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2007 (121 Stat. 1126), including 
channel deepening and jetty improvements. 

(6) MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES, 
OUACHITA RIVER, LOUISIANA.—Modifications 
to the project for flood risk management, in-
cluding bank stabilization, Ouachita River, 
Monroe to Caldwell Parish, Louisiana, au-
thorized by the first section of the Act of 
May 15, 1928 (45 Stat. 534, chapter 569). 

(7) ST. MARYS RIVER, MICHIGAN.—Modifica-
tions to the project for navigation, St. Marys 
River and tributaries, Michigan, for channel 
improvements. 

(8) MOSQUITO CREEK LAKE, TRUMBULL COUN-
TY, OHIO.—Modifications to the project for 
flood risk management and water supply, 
Mosquito Creek Lake, Trumbull County, 
Ohio. 

(9) LITTLE CONEMAUGH, STONYCREEK, AND 
CONEMAUGH RIVERS, PENNSYLVANIA.—Modi-
fications to the project for ecosystem res-
toration, recreation, and flood risk manage-
ment, Little Conemaugh, Stonycreek, and 
Conemaugh rivers, Pennsylvania, authorized 
by section 5 of the Act of June 22, 1936 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Flood Control Act of 
1936’’) (49 Stat. 1586, chapter 688; 50 Stat. 879; 
chapter 877). 

(10) CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA.—Modi-
fications to the project for navigation, 
Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, author-
ized by section 1401(1) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2016 (130 Stat. 1709), in-
cluding improvements to address potential 
or actual changed conditions on that portion 
of the project that serves the North Charles-
ton Terminal. 

(11) ADDICKS AND BARKER RESERVOIRS, 
TEXAS.—Modifications to the project for 
flood risk management, Addicks and Barker 
Reservoirs, Texas. 

(12) WESTSIDE CREEK, SAN ANTONIO CHANNEL, 
TEXAS.—Modifications to the project for eco-
system restoration, Westside Creek, San An-
tonio Channel, Texas, authorized by section 
203 of the Flood Control Act of 1954 (68 Stat. 
1259) as part of the comprehensive plan for 
flood protection on the Guadalupe and San 
Antonio Rivers, Texas, and modified by sec-
tion 103 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 1976 (90 Stat. 2921), section 335 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2000 
(114 Stat. 2611), and section 3154 of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2007 (121 Stat. 
1148). 

(13) MONONGAHELA RIVER, WEST VIRGINIA.— 
Modifications to the project for recreation, 
Monongahela River, West Virginia. 

(c) SPECIAL RULE, ST. MARYS RIVER, MICHI-
GAN.—The cost of the study under subsection 
(b)(7) shall be shared in accordance with the 
cost share applicable to construction of the 
project for navigation, Sault Sainte Marie, 
Michigan, authorized by section 1149 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 
(100 Stat. 4254; 121 Stat. 1131). 
SEC. 5202. VERTICAL INTEGRATION AND ACCEL-

ERATION OF STUDIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1001 of the Water 

Resources Reform and Development Act of 
2014 (33 U.S.C. 2282c) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (d), (e), 
and (f) as subsections (e), (f), and (g), respec-
tively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) DELEGATION.— 
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‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall dele-

gate the determination to grant an extension 
under subsection (c) to the Commander of 
the relevant Division if— 

‘‘(A) the final feasibility report for the 
study can be completed with an extension of 
not more than 1 year beyond the time period 
described in subsection (a)(1); or 

‘‘(B) the feasibility study requires an addi-
tional cost of not more than $1,000,000 above 
the amount described in subsection (a)(2). 

‘‘(2) GUIDANCE.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that implementation guidance is nec-
essary to implement this subsection, the 
Secretary shall issue such implementation 
guidance not later than 180 days after the 
date of enactment of the Thomas R. Carper 
Water Resources Development Act of 2024.’’; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(h) DEFINITION OF DIVISION.—In this sec-

tion, the term ‘Division’ means each of the 
following Divisions of the Corps of Engi-
neers: 

‘‘(1) The Great Lakes and Ohio River Divi-
sion. 

‘‘(2) The Mississippi Valley Division. 
‘‘(3) The North Atlantic Division. 
‘‘(4) The Northwestern Division. 
‘‘(5) The Pacific Ocean Division. 
‘‘(6) The South Atlantic Division. 
‘‘(7) The South Pacific Division. 
‘‘(8) The Southwestern Division.’’; 
(b) DEADLINE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall develop and issue implemen-
tation guidance that improves the imple-
mentation of section 1001 of the Water Re-
sources Reform and Development Act of 2014 
(33 U.S.C. 2282c). 

(2) STANDARDIZED FORM.—In carrying out 
this subsection, the Secretary shall develop 
and provide to each Division (as defined in 
subsection (h) of section 1001 of the Water 
Resources Reform and Development of 2014 
(33 U.S.C. 2282c)) a standardized form to as-
sist the Divisions in preparing a written re-
quest for an exception under subsection (c) of 
that section. 

(3) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall sub-
mit a written copy of the implementation 
guidance developed under paragraph (1) to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives not less than 30 
days before the date on which the Secretary 
makes that guidance publicly available. 
SEC. 5203. EXPEDITED COMPLETION. 

(a) FEASIBILITY STUDIES.—The Secretary 
shall expedite the completion of a feasibility 
study or general reevaluation report (as ap-
plicable) for each of the following projects, 
and if the Secretary determines that the 
project is justified in a completed report, 
may proceed directly to preconstruction 
planning, engineering, and design of the 
project: 

(1) Project for food risk management, 
Upper Guyandotte River Basin, West Vir-
ginia. 

(2) Project for flood risk management, 
Kanawha River Basin, West Virginia, Vir-
ginia, and North Carolina. 

(3) Project for flood risk management, 
Cave Buttes Dam, Phoenix, Arizona. 

(4) Project for flood risk management, 
McMicken Dam, Maricopa County, Arizona. 

(5) Project for ecosystem restoration, Rio 
Salado, Phoenix, Arizona. 

(6) Project for flood risk management, 
Lower San Joaquin River, San Joaquin Val-
ley, California. 

(7) Project for flood risk management, 
Stratford, Connecticut. 

(8) Project for flood risk management, 
Waimea River, Kauai County, Hawaii. 

(9) Modifications to the project for flood 
risk management, Cedar River, Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa, authorized by section 8201(b)(6) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2022 (136 Stat. 3750). 

(10) Project for flood risk management, 
Rahway River, Rahway, New Jersey. 

(11) Northeast Levee System portion of the 
project for flood control and other purposes, 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, authorized by 
section 5 of the Act of June 22, 1936 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Flood Control Act of 
1936’’) (49 Stat. 1573, chapter 688). 

(12) Project for navigation, Menominee 
River, Menominee, Wisconsin. 

(13) General reevaluation report for the 
project for flood risk management and other 
purposes, East St. Louis and Vicinity, Illi-
nois. 

(14) General reevaluation report for project 
for flood risk management, Green Brook, 
New Jersey. 

(15) Project for ecosystem restoration, Im-
perial Streams Salton Sea, California. 

(16) Modification of the project for naviga-
tion, Honolulu Deep Draft Harbor, Hawaii. 

(17) Project for shoreline damage mitiga-
tion, Burns Waterway Harbor, Indiana. 

(18) Project for hurricane and coastal 
storm risk management, Dare County Beach-
es, North Carolina. 

(19) Modification of the project for flood 
protection and recreation, Surry Mountain 
Lake, New Hampshire, including for consid-
eration of low flow augmentation. 

(20) Project for coastal storm risk manage-
ment, Virginia Beach and vicinity, Virginia. 

(21) Project for secondary water source 
identification, Washington Metropolitan 
Area, Washington, DC, Maryland, and Vir-
ginia. 

(b) STUDY REPORTS.—The Secretary shall 
expedite the completion of a Chief’s Report 
or Director’s Report (as applicable) for each 
of the following projects for the project to be 
considered for authorization: 

(1) Modification of the project for naviga-
tion, Norfolk Harbors and Channels, Anchor-
age F segment, Norfolk, Virginia. 

(2) Project for aquatic ecosystem restora-
tion, Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands, Flor-
ida. 

(3) Project for ecosystem restoration, Clai-
borne and Millers Ferry Locks and Dam Fish 
Passage, Lower Alabama River, Alabama. 

(4) Project for flood and storm damage re-
duction, Surf City, North Carolina. 

(5) Project for flood and storm damage re-
duction, Nassau County Back Bays, New 
York. 

(6) Project for flood risk management, Tar 
Pamlico, North Carolina. 

(7) Project for ecosystem restoration, Cen-
tral and South Florida Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Program, Western Ever-
glades Restoration Project, Florida. 

(8) Project for flood and storm damage re-
duction, Ala Wai, Hawaii. 

(9) Project for ecosystem restoration, Cen-
tral and South Florida Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Program, Lake Okee-
chobee Watershed Restoration, Florida. 

(10) Project for flood and coastal storm 
damage reduction, Miami-Dade County Back 
Bay, Florida. 

(11) Project for navigation, Tampa Harbor, 
Florida. 

(12) Project for flood and storm damage re-
duction, Amite River and tributaries, Lou-
isiana. 

(13) Project for flood and coastal storm 
risk management, Puerto Rico Coastal 
Study, Puerto Rico. 

(14) Project for coastal storm risk manage-
ment, Baltimore, Maryland. 

(15) Project for water supply reallocation, 
Stockton Lake Reallocation Study, Mis-
souri. 

(16) Project for ecosystem restoration, 
Hatchie–Loosahatchie Mississippi River, 
Tennessee and Arkansas. 

(17) Project for ecosystem restoration, Bis-
cayne Bay and Southern Everglades, Florida, 
authorized by section 601 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2000 (114 Stat. 
2680). 

(c) PROJECTS.—The Secretary shall, to the 
maximum extent practicable, expedite com-
pletion of the following projects: 

(1) Project for flood control, Lower Mud 
River, Milton, West Virginia, authorized by 
section 580 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1996 (110 Stat. 3790) and modified 
by section 340 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2000 (114 Stat. 2612) and sec-
tion 3170 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2007 (121 Stat. 1154). 

(2) Project for dam safety modifications, 
Bluestone Dam, West Virginia, authorized 
pursuant to section 5 of the Act of June 22, 
1936 (commonly known as the ‘‘Flood Control 
Act of 1936’’) (49 Stat. 1586, chapter 688). 

(3) Project for flood risk management, 
Tulsa and West–Tulsa Levee System, Tulsa 
County, Oklahoma, authorized by section 
401(2) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2735). 

(4) Project for flood risk management, Lit-
tle Colorado River, Navajo County, Arizona. 

(5) Project for flood risk management, Rio 
de Flag, Flagstaff, Arizona. 

(6) Project for ecosystem restoration, Va 
Shly’AY Akimel, Maricopa Indian Reserva-
tion, Arizona. 

(7) Project for aquatic ecosystem restora-
tion, Quincy Bay, Illinois, Upper Mississippi 
River Restoration Program. 

(8) Major maintenance on Laupahoehoe 
Harbor, Hawaii County, Hawaii. 

(9) Project for flood risk management, 
Green Brook, New Jersey. 

(10) Water control manual update for water 
supply and flood control, Theodore Roosevelt 
Dam, Globe, Arizona. 

(11) Water control manual update for 
Oroville Dam, Butte County, California. 

(12) Water control manual update for New 
Bullards Dam, Yuba County, California. 

(13) Project for flood risk management, 
Morgan City, Louisiana. 

(14) Project for hurricane and storm risk 
reduction, Upper Barataria Basin, Louisiana. 

(15) Project for ecosystem restoration, 
Mid-Chesapeake Bay, Maryland. 

(16) Project for navigation, Big Bay Harbor 
of Refuge, Michigan. 

(17) Project for George W. Kuhn Head-
waters Outfall, Michigan. 

(18) The portion of the project for flood 
control and other purposes, Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania, authorized by section 5 of the 
Act of June 22, 1936 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Flood Control Act of 1936’’) (49 Stat. 1573, 
chapter 688), to bring the Northwest Levee 
System into compliance with current flood 
mitigation standards. 

(19) Project for navigation, Seattle Harbor, 
Washington, authorized by section 1401(1) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2018 (132 Stat. 3836), deepening the East Wa-
terway at the Port of Seattle. 

(20) Project for shoreline stabilization, 
Clarksville, Indiana. 

(d) CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAMS.— 
The Secretary shall, to the maximum extent 
practicable, expedite completion of the fol-
lowing projects and studies: 

(1) Projects for flood control under section 
205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948 (33 U.S.C. 
701s) for the following areas: 

(A) Ak Chin Levee, Pinal County, Arizona. 
(B) McCormick Wash, Globe, Arizona. 
(C) Rose and Palm Garden Washes, Doug-

las, Arizona. 
(D) Lower Santa Cruz River, Arizona. 
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(2) Project for aquatic ecosystem restora-

tion under section 206 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1996 (33 U.S.C. 
2330), Corazon de los Tres Rios del Norte, 
Pima County, Arizona. 

(3) Project for hurricane and storm damage 
reduction under section 3 of the Act of Au-
gust 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1056, chapter 960; 33 
U.S.C. 426g), Stratford, Connecticut. 

(4) Project modification for improvements 
to the environment, Surry Mountain Lake, 
New Hampshire, under section 1135 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2309a). 

(e) TRIBAL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.—The 
Secretary shall, to the maximum extent 
practicable, expedite completion of the fol-
lowing projects and studies under the Tribal 
partnership program under section 203 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2000 (33 
U.S.C. 2269): 

(1) Maricopa (Ak Chin) Indian Reservation, 
Arizona. 

(2) Gila River Indian Reservation, Arizona. 
(3) Navajo Nation, Bird Springs, Arizona. 
(f) WATERSHED ASSESSMENTS.—The Sec-

retary shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, expedite completion of the water-
shed assessment for flood risk management, 
Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers, author-
ized by section 1206 of Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2016 (130 Stat. 1686) and sec-
tion 214 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2687). 

(g) EXPEDITED PROSPECTUS.—The Secretary 
shall prioritize the completion of the pro-
spectus for the United States Moorings Fa-
cility, Portland, Oregon, required for author-
ization of funding from the revolving fund 
established by the first section of the Civil 
Functions Appropriations Act, 1954 (33 U.S.C. 
576). 
SEC. 5204. EXPEDITED COMPLETION OF OTHER 

FEASIBILITY STUDIES. 
(a) CEDAR PORT NAVIGATION AND IMPROVE-

MENT DISTRICT CHANNEL DEEPENING PROJECT, 
BAYTOWN, TEXAS.—The Secretary shall expe-
dite the review and coordination of the feasi-
bility study for the project for navigation, 
Cedar Port Navigation and Improvement 
District Channel Deepening Project, Bay-
town, Texas, under section 203(b) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2231(b)). 

(b) LAKE OKEECHOBEE WATERSHED RES-
TORATION PROJECT, FLORIDA.—The Secretary 
shall expedite the review and coordination of 
the feasibility study for the project for eco-
system restoration, Lake Okeechobee Com-
ponent A Reservoir, Everglades, Florida, 
under section 203(b) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2231(b)). 

(c) SABINE–NECHES WATERWAY NAVIGATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, TEXAS.—The Sec-
retary shall expedite the review and coordi-
nation of the feasibility study for the project 
for navigation, Sabine–Neches Waterway, 
Texas, under section 203(b) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 
2231(b)). 

(d) LA QUINTA EXPANSION PROJECT, 
TEXAS.—The Secretary shall expedite the re-
view and coordination of the feasibility 
study for the project for navigation, La 
Quinta Ship Channel, Corpus Christi, Texas, 
under section 203(b) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2231(b)). 
SEC. 5205. ALEXANDRIA TO THE GULF OF MEX-

ICO, LOUISIANA, FEASIBILITY 
STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to conduct a feasibility study for the 
project for flood risk management, naviga-
tion and ecosystem restoration, Rapides, 
Avoyelles, Point Coupee, Allen, Evangeline, 
St. Landry, Calcasieu, Jefferson Davis, Aca-
dia, Lafayette, St. Martin, Iberville, Cam-
eron, Vermilion, Iberia, and St. Mary Par-
ishes, Louisiana. 

(b) SPECIAL RULE.—The study authorized 
by subsection (a) shall be considered a con-
tinuation of the study authorized by the res-
olution of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives with respect to the study for 
flood risk management, Alexandria to the 
Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana, dated July 23, 
1997. 
SEC. 5206. CRAIG HARBOR, ALASKA. 

The cost of completing a general reevalua-
tion report for the project for navigation, 
Craig Harbor, Alaska, authorized by section 
1401(1) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2016 (130 Stat. 1709) shall be at full 
Federal expense. 
SEC. 5207. SUSSEX COUNTY, DELAWARE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that consistent nourishments of 
Lewes Beach, Delaware, are important for 
the safety and economic prosperity of Sussex 
County, Delaware. 

(b) GENERAL REEVALUATION REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry 

out a general reevaluation report for the 
project for Delaware Bay Coastline, Roo-
sevelt Inlet, and Lewes Beach, Delaware. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The general reevaluation 
report under paragraph (1) shall include a de-
termination of— 

(A) the area that the project should in-
clude; and 

(B) how section 111 of the River and Harbor 
Act of 1968 (33 U.S.C. 426i) should be applied 
with respect to the project. 
SEC. 5208. FORECAST-INFORMED RESERVOIR OP-

ERATIONS IN THE COLORADO RIVER 
BASIN. 

Section 1222 of the America’s Water Infra-
structure Act of 2018 (132 Stat. 3811; 134 Stat. 
2661) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) FORECAST-INFORMED RESERVOIR OPER-
ATIONS IN THE COLORADO RIVER BASIN.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate a report that as-
sesses the viability of forecast-informed res-
ervoir operations at a reservoir in the Colo-
rado River Basin. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZATION.—If the Secretary de-
termines, and includes in the report under 
paragraph (1), that forecast-informed res-
ervoir operations are viable at a reservoir in 
the Colorado River Basin, the Secretary is 
authorized to carry out forecast-informed 
reservoir operations at that reservoir, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations.’’. 
SEC. 5209. BEAVER LAKE, ARKANSAS, REALLOCA-

TION STUDY. 
The Secretary shall expedite the comple-

tion of a study for the reallocation of water 
supply storage, carried out in accordance 
with section 301 of the Water Supply Act of 
1958 (43 U.S.C. 390b), for the Beaver Water 
District, Beaver Lake, Arkansas. 
SEC. 5210. GATHRIGHT DAM, VIRGINIA, STUDY. 

The Secretary shall conduct a study on the 
feasibility of modifying the project for flood 
risk management, Gathright Dam, Virginia, 
authorized by section 10 of the Flood Control 
Act of 1946 (60 Stat. 645, chapter 596), to in-
clude downstream recreation as a project 
purpose. 
SEC. 5211. DELAWARE INLAND BAYS WATERSHED 

STUDY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

duct a study to restore aquatic ecosystems 
in the Delaware Inland Bays Watershed. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the study 

under subsection (a), the Secretary shall— 
(A) conduct a comprehensive analysis of 

ecosystem restoration needs in the Delaware 
Inland Bays Watershed, including— 

(i) saltmarsh restoration; 
(ii) shoreline stabilization; 
(iii) stormwater management; and 
(iv) an identification of sources for the 

beneficial use of dredged materials; and 
(B) recommend feasibility studies to ad-

dress the needs identified under subpara-
graph (A). 

(2) NATURAL OR NATURE-BASED FEATURES.— 
To the maximum extent practicable, a feasi-
bility study that is recommended under 
paragraph (1)(B) shall consider the use of 
natural features or nature-based features (as 
those terms are defined in section 1184(a) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2016 (33 U.S.C. 2289a(a))). 

(c) CONSULTATION AND USE OF EXISTING 
DATA.— 

(1) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the 
study under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall consult with applicable— 

(A) Federal, State, and local agencies; 
(B) Indian Tribes; 
(C) non-Federal interests; and 
(D) other stakeholders, as determined ap-

propriate by the Secretary. 
(2) USE OF EXISTING DATA.—To the max-

imum extent practicable, in carrying out the 
study under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall use existing data provided to the Sec-
retary by entities described in paragraph (1). 

(d) FEASIBILITY STUDIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may carry 

out a feasibility study for a project rec-
ommended under subsection (b)(1)(B). 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION.—The 
Secretary may not begin construction for a 
project recommended by a feasibility study 
described in paragraph (1) unless the project 
has been authorized by Congress. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report that 
includes— 

(1) the results of the study under sub-
section (a); and 

(2) a description of actions taken under 
this section, including any feasibility studies 
under subsection (b)(1)(B). 
SEC. 5212. UPPER SUSQUEHANNA RIVER BASIN 

COMPREHENSIVE FLOOD DAMAGE 
REDUCTION FEASIBILITY STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, at 
the request of a non-Federal interest, com-
plete a feasibility study for comprehensive 
flood damage reduction, Upper Susquehanna 
River Basin, New York. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the 
feasibility study under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall— 

(1) use, for purposes of meeting the require-
ments of a final feasibility study, informa-
tion from the feasibility study completion 
report entitled ‘‘Upper Susquehanna River 
Basin, New York, Comprehensive Flood 
Damage Reduction’’ and dated January 2020; 
and 

(2) re-evaluate project benefits, as deter-
mined using the framework described in the 
proposed rule of the Corps of Engineers enti-
tled ‘‘Corps of Engineers Agency Specific 
Procedures To Implement the Principles, Re-
quirements, and Guidelines for Federal In-
vestments in Water Resources’’ (89 Fed. Reg. 
12066 (February 15, 2024)), including a consid-
eration of economically disadvantaged com-
munities (as defined pursuant to section 160 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 116–260)). 
SEC. 5213. KANAWHA RIVER BASIN. 

Section 1207 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2016 (130 Stat. 1686) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The Secretary shall’’ and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall’’; 
and 
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(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) PROJECTS AND SEPARABLE ELEMENTS.— 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
for an authorized project or a separable ele-
ment of an authorized project that is rec-
ommended as a result of a study carried out 
by the Secretary under subsection (a) bene-
fitting an economically disadvantaged com-
munity (as defined pursuant to section 160 of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 116–260)) 
in the State of West Virginia, the non-Fed-
eral share of the cost of the project or sepa-
rable element of a project shall be 10 per-
cent.’’. 
SEC. 5214. AUTHORIZATION OF FEASIBILITY 

STUDIES FOR PROJECTS FROM CAP 
AUTHORITIES. 

(a) CEDAR POINT SEAWALL, SCITUATE, MAS-
SACHUSETTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct a feasibility study for the project for 
hurricane and storm damage risk reduction, 
Cedar Point Seawall, Scituate, Massachu-
setts. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall use any rel-
evant information from the project described 
in that paragraph that was carried out under 
section 3 of the Act of August 13, 1946 (60 
Stat. 1056, chapter 960; 33 U.S.C. 426g). 

(b) JONES LEVEE, PIERCE COUNTY, WASH-
INGTON.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct a feasibility study for the project for 
flood risk management, Jones Levee, Pierce 
County, Washington. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall use any rel-
evant information from the project described 
in that paragraph that was carried out under 
section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948 
(33 U.S.C. 701s). 

(c) HATCH, NEW MEXICO.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-

duct a feasibility study for the project for 
flood risk management, Hatch, New Mexico. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall use any rel-
evant information from the project described 
in that paragraph that was carried out under 
section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948 
(33 U.S.C. 701s). 

(d) FORT GEORGE INLET, JACKSONVILLE, 
FLORIDA.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct a feasibility study to modify the project 
for navigation, Fort George Inlet, Jackson-
ville, Florida, to include navigation improve-
ments or shoreline erosion prevention or 
mitigation as a result of the project. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall use any rel-
evant information from the project described 
in that paragraph that was carried out under 
section 111 of the River and Harbor Act of 
1968 (33 U.S.C. 426i). 
SEC. 5215. PORT FOURCHON BELLE PASS CHAN-

NEL, LOUISIANA. 
(a) FEASIBILITY STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

203(a)(1) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2231(a)(1)), the 
non-Federal interest for the project for navi-
gation, Port Fourchon Belle Pass Channel, 
Louisiana, authorized by section 403(a)(4) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (134 Stat. 2743) may, on written notifica-
tion to the Secretary, and at the cost of the 
non-Federal interest, carry out a feasibility 
study to modify the project for deepening in 
accordance with section 203 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 
2231). 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—A modification rec-
ommended by a feasibility study under para-
graph (1) shall be approved by the Secretary 
and authorized by Congress before construc-
tion. 

(b) PRIOR WRITTEN AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) PRIOR WRITTEN AGREEMENTS FOR SECTION 

203.—To the maximum extent practicable, 
the Secretary shall use the previous agree-
ment between the Secretary and the non- 
Federal interest for the feasibility study car-
ried about under section 203 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 
2231) that resulted in the project described in 
subsection (a)(1) in order to expedite the re-
vised agreement between the Secretary and 
the non-Federal interest for the feasibility 
study described in that subsection. 

(2) PRIOR WRITTEN AGREEMENTS FOR TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE.—On the request of the 
non-Federal interest described in subsection 
(a)(1), the Secretary shall use the previous 
agreement for technical assistance under 
section 203 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2231) between the 
Secretary and the non-Federal interest in 
order to provide technical assistance to the 
non-Federal interest for the feasibility study 
under subsection (a)(1). 

(c) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) review the feasibility study under sub-
section (a)(1); and 

(2) if the Secretary determines that the 
proposed modifications are consistent with 
the authorized purposes of the project and 
the study meets the same legal and regu-
latory requirements of a Post Authorization 
Change Report that would be otherwise un-
dertaken by the Secretary, submit to Con-
gress the study for authorization of the 
modification. 
SEC. 5216. STUDIES FOR MODIFICATION OF 

PROJECT PURPOSES IN THE COLO-
RADO RIVER BASIN IN ARIZONA. 

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary shall carry out 
a study of a project of the Corps of Engineers 
in the Colorado River Basin in the State of 
Arizona to determine whether to include 
water supply as a project purpose of that 
project if a request for such a study to mod-
ify the project purpose is made to the Sec-
retary by— 

(1) the non-Federal interest for the project; 
or 

(2) in the case of a project for which there 
is no non-Federal interest, the Governor of 
the State of Arizona. 

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary, to the 
maximum extent practicable, shall coordi-
nate with relevant State and local authori-
ties in carrying out this section. 

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—If, after carrying 
out a study under subsection (a) with respect 
to a project described in that subsection, the 
Secretary determines that water supply 
should be included as a project purpose for 
that project, the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a recommendation 
for the modification of the project purpose of 
that project. 
SEC. 5217. NON-FEDERAL INTEREST PREPARA-

TION OF WATER REALLOCATION 
STUDIES, NORTH DAKOTA. 

Section 301 of the Water Supply Act of 1958 
(43 U.S.C. 390b) is amended by adding at the 
following: 

‘‘(f) NON-FEDERAL INTEREST PREPARA-
TION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with this 
subsection, a non-Federal interest may carry 
out a water reallocation study at a reservoir 
project constructed by the Corps of Engi-
neers and located in the State of North Da-
kota. 

‘‘(2) SUBMISSION.—On completion of the 
study under paragraph (1), the non-Federal 
interest shall submit to the Secretary the re-
sults of the study. 

‘‘(3) GUIDELINES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall issue guidelines 
for the formulation of a water reallocation 
study carried out by a non-Federal interest 
under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The guidelines under 
subparagraph (A) shall contain provisions 
that— 

‘‘(i) ensure that any water reallocation 
study with respect to which the Secretary 
submits an assessment under paragraph (6) 
complies with all of the requirements that 
would apply to a water reallocation study 
undertaken by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) provide sufficient information for the 
formulation of the water reallocation stud-
ies, including processes and procedures re-
lated to reviews and assistance under para-
graph (7). 

‘‘(4) AGREEMENT.—Before carrying out a 
water reallocation study under paragraph 
(1), the Secretary and the non-Federal inter-
est shall enter into an agreement. 

‘‘(5) REVIEW BY SECRETARY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-

view each water reallocation study received 
under paragraph (2) for the purpose of deter-
mining whether or not the study, and the 
process under which the study was devel-
oped, comply with Federal laws and regula-
tions applicable to water reallocation stud-
ies. 

‘‘(B) TIMING.—The Secretary may not sub-
mit to Congress an assessment of a water re-
allocation study under paragraph (1) until 
such time as the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) determines that the study complies 
with all of the requirements that would 
apply to a water reallocation study carried 
out by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) completes all of the Federal analyses, 
reviews, and compliance processes under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), that would be re-
quired with respect to the proposed action if 
the Secretary had carried out the water re-
allocation study. 

‘‘(6) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 180 days after the completion of review 
of a water reallocation study under para-
graph (5), the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives an assessment 
that— 

‘‘(A) describes— 
‘‘(i) the results of that review; 
‘‘(ii) based on the results of the water allo-

cation study, any structural or operations 
changes at the reservoir project that would 
occur if the water reallocation is carried out; 
and 

‘‘(iii) based on the results of the water re-
allocation study, any effects to the author-
ized purposes of the reservoir project that 
would occur if the water reallocation is car-
ried out; and 

‘‘(B) includes a determination by the Sec-
retary of whether the modifications rec-
ommended under the study are those de-
scribed in subsection (e). 

‘‘(7) REVIEW AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(A) REVIEW.—The Secretary may accept 

and expend funds provided by non-Federal in-
terests to carry out the reviews and other ac-
tivities that are the responsibility of the 
Secretary in carrying out this subsection. 

‘‘(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—At the re-
quest of the non-Federal interest, the Sec-
retary shall provide to the non-Federal in-
terest technical assistance relating to any 
aspect of a water reallocation study if the 
non-Federal interest contracts with the Sec-
retary to pay all costs of providing that 
technical assistance. 
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‘‘(C) IMPARTIAL DECISIONMAKING.—In car-

rying out this subsection, the Secretary 
shall ensure that the use of funds accepted 
from a non-Federal interest will not affect 
the impartial decisionmaking of the Sec-
retary, either substantively or procedurally. 

‘‘(D) SAVINGS PROVISION.—The provision of 
technical assistance by the Secretary under 
subparagraph (B)— 

‘‘(i) shall not be considered to be an ap-
proval or endorsement of the water realloca-
tion study; and 

‘‘(ii) shall not affect the responsibilities of 
the Secretary under paragraphs (5) and (6).’’. 
SEC. 5218. TECHNICAL CORRECTION, WALLA 

WALLA RIVER. 
Section 8201(a) of the Water Resources De-

velopment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3744) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (76) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(76) NURSERY REACH, WALLA WALLA RIVER, 
OREGON.—Project for ecosystem restoration, 
Nursery Reach, Walla Walla River, Oregon.’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (92) 
through (94) as paragraphs (93) through (95), 
respectively; and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (91) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(92) MILL CREEK, WALLA WALLA RIVER 
BASIN, WASHINGTON.—Project for ecosystem 
restoration, Mill Creek and Mill Creek Flood 
Control Zone District Channel, Wash-
ington.’’. 
SEC. 5219. WATERSHED AND RIVER BASIN AS-

SESSMENTS. 
Section 729(d) of the Water Resources De-

velopment Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2267a(d)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (13), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(14) the Walla Walla River Basin; and 
‘‘(15) the San Francisco Bay Basin.’’. 

SEC. 5220. INDEPENDENT PEER REVIEW. 
Section 2034(h)(2) of the Water Resources 

Development Act of 2007 (33 U.S.C. 2343(h)(2)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘17 years’’ and in-
serting ‘‘22 years’’. 
SEC. 5221. ICE JAM PREVENTION AND MITIGA-

TION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on efforts by the Secretary to 
prevent and mitigate flood damages associ-
ated with ice jams. 

(b) INCLUSION.—The Secretary shall include 
in the report under subsection (a)— 

(1) an assessment of the projects carried 
out pursuant to section 1150 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2016 (33 U.S.C. 
701s note; Public Law 114–322), if applicable; 
and 

(2) a description of— 
(A) the challenges associated with pre-

venting and mitigating ice jams; 
(B) the potential measures that may pre-

vent or mitigate ice jams, including the ex-
tent to which additional research and the de-
velopment and deployment of technologies 
are necessary; and 

(C) actions taken by the Secretary to pro-
vide non-Federal interests with technical as-
sistance, guidance, or other information re-
lating to ice jam events; and 

(D) how the Secretary plans to conduct 
outreach and engagement with non-Federal 
interests and other relevant State and local 
agencies to facilitate an understanding of 
the circumstances in which ice jams could 
occur and the potential impacts to critical 
public infrastructure from ice jams. 

SEC. 5222. REPORT ON HURRICANE AND STORM 
DAMAGE RISK REDUCTION DESIGN 
GUIDELINES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) GUIDELINES.—The term ‘‘guidelines’’ 

means the Hurricane and Storm Damage 
Risk Reduction Design Guidelines of the 
Corps of Engineers. 

(2) LAROSE TO GOLDEN MEADOW HURRICANE 
PROTECTION SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘Larose to 
Golden Meadow Hurricane Protection Sys-
tem’’ means the project for hurricane-flood 
protection, Grand Isle and Vicinity, Lou-
isiana, authorized by section 204 of the Flood 
Control Act of 1965 (79 Stat. 1077). 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report that compares— 

(1) the guidelines; and 
(2) the construction methods used by the 

South Lafourche Levee District for the lev-
ees and flood control structures of the 
Larose to Golden Meadow Hurricane Protec-
tion System. 

(c) INCLUSIONS.—The report under sub-
section (b) shall include— 

(1) a description of— 
(A) the guidelines; 
(B) the construction methods used by the 

South Lafourche Levee District for levees 
and flood control structures of the Larose to 
Golden Meadow Hurricane Protection Sys-
tem; and 

(C) any deviations identified between the 
guidelines and the construction methods de-
scribed in subparagraph (B); and 

(2) an analysis by the Secretary of 
geotechnical and other relevant data from 
the land adjacent to the levees and flood con-
trol structures constructed by the South 
Lafourche Levee District to determine the 
effectiveness of those structures. 
SEC. 5223. BRIEFING ON STATUS OF CERTAIN AC-

TIVITIES ON THE MISSOURI RIVER. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date on which the consultation 
under section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1536) that was reiniti-
ated by the Secretary for the operation of 
the Missouri River Mainstem Reservoir Sys-
tem, the operation and maintenance of the 
Bank Stabilization and Navigation Project, 
the operation of the Kansas River Reservoir 
System, and the implementation of the Mis-
souri River Recovery Management Plan is 
completed, the Secretary shall brief the 
Committee on the Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives on the outcomes of 
that consultation. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The briefing under 
subsection (a) shall include a discussion of— 

(1) any biological opinions that result from 
the consultation, including any actions that 
the Secretary is required to undertake pur-
suant to such biological opinions; and 

(2) any forthcoming requests from the Sec-
retary to Congress to provide funding in 
order carry out the actions described in 
paragraph (1). 
SEC. 5224. REPORT ON MATERIAL CONTAMI-

NATED BY A HAZARDOUS SUB-
STANCE AND THE CIVIL WORKS PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report that describes the impact of 
material contaminated by a hazardous sub-
stance on the civil works program of the 
Corps of Engineers. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the re-
port under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) describe— 
(A) with respect to water resources devel-

opment projects— 
(i) the applicable statutory authorities 

that require the removal of material con-
taminated by a hazardous substance; and 

(ii) the roles and responsibilities of the 
Secretary and non-Federal interests for re-
moving material contaminated by a haz-
ardous substance; and 

(B) any regulatory actions or decisions 
made by another Federal agency that im-
pact— 

(i) the removal of material contaminated 
by a hazardous substance; and 

(ii) the ability of the Secretary to carry 
out the civil works program of the Corps of 
Engineers; 

(2) discuss the impact of material contami-
nated by a hazardous substance on— 

(A) the timely completion of construction 
of water resources development projects; 

(B) the operation and maintenance of 
water resources development projects, in-
cluding dredging activities of the Corps of 
Engineers to maintain authorized Federal 
depths at ports and along the inland water-
ways; and 

(C) costs associated with carrying out the 
civil works program of the Corps of Engi-
neers; 

(3) include any other information that the 
Secretary determines to be appropriate to 
facilitate an understanding of the impact of 
material contaminated by a hazardous sub-
stance on the civil works program of the 
Corps of Engineers; and 

(4) propose any legislative recommenda-
tions to address any issues identified in para-
graphs (1) through (3). 
SEC. 5225. REPORT ON EFFORTS TO MONITOR, 

CONTROL, AND ERADICATE 
INVASIVE SPECIES. 

(a) DEFINITION OF INVASIVE SPECIES.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘invasive species’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 1 of 
Executive Order 13112 (42 U.S.C. 4321 note; re-
lating to invasive species). 

(b) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall conduct, and submit to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report on the re-
sults of, an assessment of the efforts by the 
Secretary to monitor, control, and eradicate 
invasive species at water resources develop-
ment projects across the United States. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The report under sub-
section (b) shall include— 

(1) a description of— 
(A) the statutory authorities and programs 

used by the Secretary to monitor, control, 
and eradicate invasive species; and 

(B) a geographically diverse sample of suc-
cessful projects and activities carried out by 
the Secretary to monitor, control, and eradi-
cate invasive species; 

(2) a discussion of— 
(A) the impact of invasive species on the 

ability of the Secretary to carry out the civil 
works program of the Corps of Engineers, 
with a particular emphasis on impact of 
invasive species to the primary missions of 
the Corps of Engineers; 

(B) the research conducted and techniques 
and technologies used by the Secretary con-
sistent with the applicable statutory au-
thorities described in paragraph (1)(A) to 
monitor, control, and eradicate invasive spe-
cies; and 

(C) the extent to which the Secretary has 
partnered with States and units of local gov-
ernment to monitor, control, and eradicate 
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invasive species within the boundaries of 
those States or units of local government; 

(3) an update on the status of the plan de-
veloped by the Secretary pursuant to section 
1108(c) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2018 (33 U.S.C. 2263a(c)); and 

(4) recommendations, including legislative 
recommendations, to further the efforts of 
the Secretary to monitor, control, and eradi-
cate invasive species. 
SEC. 5226. J. STROM THURMOND LAKE, GEORGIA. 

(a) ENCROACHMENT RESOLUTION PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Secretary shall prepare, and submit to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives, an encroachment 
resolution plan for a portion of the project 
for flood control, recreation, and fish and 
wildlife management, J. Strom Thurmond 
Lake, Georgia and South Carolina, author-
ized by section 10 of the Act of December 22, 
1944 (commonly known as the ‘‘Flood Control 
Act of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 894, chapter 665). 

(2) LIMITATION.—The encroachment resolu-
tion plan under paragraph (1) shall only 
apply to the portion of the J. Strom Thur-
mond Lake that is located within the State 
of Georgia. 

(b) CONTENTS.—Subject to subsection (c), 
the encroachment resolution plan under sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(1) a description of the nature and number 
of encroachments; 

(2) a description of the circumstances that 
contributed to the development of the en-
croachments; 

(3) an assessment of the impact of the en-
croachments on operation and maintenance 
of the project described in subsection (a) for 
its authorized purposes; 

(4) an analysis of alternatives to the re-
moval of encroachments to mitigate any im-
pacts identified in the assessment under 
paragraph (3); 

(5) a description of any actions necessary 
or advisable to prevent further encroach-
ments; and 

(6) an estimate of the cost and timeline to 
carry out the plan, including actions de-
scribed under paragraph (5). 

(c) RESTRICTION.—To the maximum extent 
practicable, the encroachment resolution 
plan under subsection (a) shall minimize ad-
verse impacts to private landowners while 
maintaining the functioning of the project 
described in that subsection for its author-
ized purposes. 

(d) NOTICE AND PUBLIC COMMENT.— 
(1) TO OWNERS.—In preparing the encroach-

ment resolution plan under subsection (a), 
not later than 30 days after the Secretary 
identifies an encroachment, the Secretary 
shall notify the owner of the encroachment. 

(2) TO PUBLIC.—The Secretary shall provide 
an opportunity for the public to comment on 
the encroachment resolution plan under sub-
section (a) before the completion of the plan. 

(e) MORATORIUM.—The Secretary shall not 
take action to compel removal of an en-
croachment covered by the encroachment 
resolution plan under subsection (a) unless 
Congress specifically authorizes such action. 

(f) SAVINGS PROVISION.—This section does 
not— 

(1) grant any rights to the owner of an en-
croachment; or 

(2) impose any liability on the United 
States for operation and maintenance of the 
project described in subsection (a) for its au-
thorized purposes. 
SEC. 5227. STUDY ON LAND VALUATION PROCE-

DURES FOR THE TRIBAL PARTNER-
SHIP PROGRAM. 

(a) DEFINITION OF TRIBAL PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAM.—In this section, the term ‘‘Tribal 

Partnership Program’’ means the Tribal 
Partnership Program established under sec-
tion 203 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2000 (33 U.S.C. 2269). 

(b) STUDY REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall carry out, and submit to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report describing 
the results of, a study on appropriate proce-
dures for determining the value of real es-
tate and cost-share contributions for 
projects under the Tribal Partnership Pro-
gram. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The report required 
under subsection (b) shall include— 

(1) an evaluation of the procedures used for 
determining the valuation of real estate and 
contribution of real estate value to cost- 
share for projects under the Tribal Partner-
ship Program, including consideration of 
cultural factors that are unique to the Tribal 
Partnership Program and land valuation; 

(2) a description of any existing Federal 
authorities that the Secretary intends to use 
to implement policy changes that result 
from the evaluation under paragraph (1); and 

(3) recommendations for any legislation 
that may be needed to revise land valuation 
or cost-share procedures for the Tribal Part-
nership Program pursuant to the evaluation 
under paragraph (1). 
SEC. 5228. REPORT TO CONGRESS ON LEVEE 

SAFETY GUIDELINES. 
(a) DEFINITION OF LEVEE SAFETY GUIDE-

LINES.—In this section, the term ‘‘levee safe-
ty guidelines’’ means the levee safety guide-
lines established under section 9005(c) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 (33 
U.S.C. 3303a(c)). 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, in coordination with other applicable 
Federal agencies, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of 
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report on the levee safety 
guidelines. 

(c) INCLUSIONS.—The report under sub-
section (b) shall include— 

(1) a description of— 
(A) the levee safety guidelines; 
(B) the process utilized to develop the 

levee safety guidelines; and 
(C) the extent to which the levee safety 

guidelines are being used by Federal, State, 
Tribal, and local agencies; 

(2) an assessment of the requirement for 
the levee safety guidelines to be voluntary 
and a description of actions taken by the 
Secretary and other applicable Federal agen-
cies to ensure that the guidelines are vol-
untary; and 

(3) any recommendations of the Secretary, 
including the extent to which the levee safe-
ty guidelines should be revised. 
SEC. 5229. PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 

USER’S GUIDE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall develop and make publicly 
available on an existing website of the Corps 
of Engineers a guide on the use of public-pri-
vate partnerships for water resources devel-
opment projects. 

(b) INCLUSIONS.—In developing the guide 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall in-
clude— 

(1) a description of— 
(A) applicable authorities and programs of 

the Secretary that allow for the use of pub-
lic-private partnerships to carry out water 
resources development projects; and 

(B) opportunities across the civil works 
program of the Corps of Engineers for the 

use of public-private partnerships, including 
at recreational facilities; 

(2) a summary of prior public-private part-
nerships for water resources development 
projects, including lessons learned and best 
practices from those partnerships and 
projects; 

(3) a discussion of— 
(A) the roles and responsibilities of the 

Corps of Engineers and non-Federal interests 
when using a public-private partnership for a 
water resources development project, includ-
ing the opportunities for risk-sharing; and 

(B) the potential benefits associated with 
using a public-private partnership for a 
water resources development project, includ-
ing the opportunities to accelerate funding 
as compared to the annual appropriations 
process; and 

(4) a description of the process for exe-
cuting a project partnership agreement for a 
water resources development project, includ-
ing any unique considerations when using a 
public-private partnership. 

(c) FLEXIBILITY.—The Secretary may sat-
isfy the requirements of this section by 
modifying an existing partnership handbook 
in accordance with this section. 
SEC. 5230. REVIEW OF AUTHORITIES AND PRO-

GRAMS FOR ALTERNATIVE PROJECT 
DELIVERY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act and 
subject to subsections (b) and (c), the Sec-
retary shall carry out a study of the authori-
ties and programs of the Corps of Engineers 
that facilitate the use of alternative project 
delivery methods for water resources devel-
opment projects, including public-private 
partnerships. 

(b) AUTHORITIES AND PROGRAMS IN-
CLUDED.—In carrying out the study under 
subsection (a), the authorities and programs 
that are studied shall include any programs 
and authorities under— 

(1) section 204 of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2232); 

(2) section 221 of the Flood Control Act of 
1970 (42 U.S.C. 1962d–5b); and 

(3) section 5014 of the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 
2201 note; Public Law 113–121). 

(c) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report that— 

(1) describes the findings of the study 
under subsection (a); and 

(2) includes— 
(A) an assessment of how each authority 

and program included in the study under 
subsection (a) has been used by the Sec-
retary; 

(B) a list of the water resources develop-
ment projects that have been carried out 
pursuant to the authorities and programs in-
cluded in the study under subsection (a); 

(C) a discussion of the implementation 
challenges, if any, associated with the au-
thorities and programs included in the study 
under subsection (a); 

(D) a description of lessons learned and 
best practices identified by the Secretary 
from carrying out the authorities and pro-
grams included in the study under sub-
section (a); and 

(E) any recommendations, including legis-
lative recommendations, that result from 
the study under subsection (a). 
SEC. 5231. REPORT TO CONGRESS ON EMER-

GENCY RESPONSE EXPENDITURES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

duct a review of emergency response expend-
itures from the emergency fund authorized 
by section 5(a) of the Act of August 18, 1941 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Flood Control Act 
of 1941’’) (55 Stat. 650, chapter 377; 33 U.S.C. 
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701n(a)) (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies Ac-
count’’) and from post-disaster supplemental 
appropriations Acts during the period of fis-
cal years 2013 through 2023. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works of the 
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report that includes the 
results of the review under subsection (a), in-
cluding— 

(1) for each of fiscal years 2013 through 
2023, a summary of— 

(A) annual expenditures from the Flood 
Control and Coastal Emergencies Account; 

(B) annual budget requests for that ac-
count; and 

(C) any activities, including any re-
programming, that may have been required 
to cover any annual shortfall in that ac-
count; 

(2) a description of the contributing factors 
that resulted in any annual variability in 
the amounts described in subparagraphs (A) 
and (B) of paragraph (1) and activities de-
scribed in subparagraph (C) of that para-
graph; 

(3) an assessment and a description of fu-
ture budget needs of the Flood Control and 
Coastal Emergencies Account based on 
trends observed and anticipated by the Sec-
retary; and 

(4) an assessment and a description of the 
use and impact of funds from post-disaster 
supplemental appropriations on emergency 
response activities. 
SEC. 5232. EXCESS LAND REPORT FOR CERTAIN 

PROJECTS IN NORTH DAKOTA. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
subject to subsection (b), the Secretary shall 
submit to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report that identifies any real property asso-
ciated with the project of the Corps of Engi-
neers at Lake Oahe, North Dakota, that the 
Secretary determines— 

(1) is not needed to carry out the author-
ized purposes of the project; and 

(2) may be transferred to the Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribe to support recreation op-
portunities for the Tribe, including, at a 
minimum— 

(A) Walker Bottom Marina, Lake Oahe; 
(B) Fort Yates Boat Ramp, Lake Oahe; 
(C) Cannonball District, Lake Oahe; and 
(D) any other recreation opportunities 

identified by the Tribe. 
(b) INCLUSION.—If the Secretary determines 

that there is not any real property that may 
be transferred to the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe as described in subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall include in the report required 
under that subsection— 

(1) a list of the real property considered by 
the Secretary; 

(2) an explanation of why the real property 
identified under paragraph (1) is needed to 
carry out the authorized purposes of the 
project described in subsection (a); and 

(3) a description of how the Secretary has 
recently utilized the real property identified 
under paragraph (1) to carry out the author-
ized purpose of the project described in sub-
section (a). 
SEC. 5233. GAO STUDIES. 

(a) REVIEW OF THE ACCURACY OF PROJECT 
COST ESTIMATES.— 

(1) REVIEW.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 

(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Comp-
troller General’’) shall initiate a review of 
the accuracy of the project cost estimates 
developed by the Corps of Engineers for com-
pleted and ongoing water resources develop-
ment projects carried out by the Secretary. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
paragraph (A), the Comptroller General shall 
determine the factors, if any, that impact 
the accuracy of the estimates described in 
that subparagraph, including— 

(i) applicable statutory requirements, in-
cluding— 

(I) section 1001 of the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 
2282c); and 

(II) section 905(b) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2282(b))]; 
and 

(ii) applicable guidance, regulations, and 
policies of the Corps of Engineers. 

(C) INCORPORATION OF PREVIOUS REPORT.— 
In carrying out subparagraph (A), the Comp-
troller General may incorporate applicable 
information from the report carried out by 
the Comptroller General under section 
8236(c) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3769). 

(2) REPORT.—On completion of the review 
conducted under paragraph (1), the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of 
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report on the findings of 
the review and any recommendations that 
result from the review. 

(b) REPORT ON PROJECT LIFESPAN AND IN-
DEMNIFICATION CLAUSE IN PROJECT PARTNER-
SHIP AGREEMENTS.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) INDEMNIFICATION CLAUSE.—The term 

‘‘indemnification clause’’ means the indem-
nification clause required in project partner-
ship agreements for water resources develop-
ment projects under sections 101(e)(2) and 
103(j)(1)(A) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2211(e)(2), 
2213(j)(1)(A)). 

(B) OMRR&R.—The term ‘‘OMRR&R’’, 
with respect to a water resources develop-
ment project, means operation, mainte-
nance, repair, replacement, and rehabilita-
tion. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) there are significant concerns about 
whether— 

(i) the indemnification clause, which was 
first applied in 1910 to flood control projects, 
should still be included in project partner-
ship agreements prepared by the Corps of En-
gineers for water resources development 
projects; and 

(ii) non-Federal interests for water re-
sources development projects should be re-
quired to assume full responsibility for 
OMRR&R of water resources development 
projects in perpetuity; 

(B) non-Federal interests have reported 
that the indemnification clause and 
OMRR&R requirements are a barrier to en-
tering into project partnership agreements 
with the Corps of Engineers; 

(C) critical water resources development 
projects are being delayed by years, or not 
pursued at all, due to the barriers described 
in subparagraph (B); and 

(D) legal structures have changed since the 
indemnification clause was first applied and 
there may be more suitable tools available 
to address risk and liability issues. 

(3) ANALYSIS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall conduct an analysis of 
the implications of— 

(A) the indemnification clause; and 

(B) the assumption of OMRR&R respon-
sibilities by non-Federal interests in per-
petuity for water resources development 
projects. 

(4) INCLUSIONS.—The analysis under para-
graph (3) shall include— 

(A) a review of risk for the Federal Govern-
ment and non-Federal interests with respect 
to removing requirements for the indem-
nification clause; 

(B) an assessment of whether the indem-
nification clause is still necessary given the 
changes in engineering, legal structures, and 
water resources development projects since 
1910, with a focus on the quantity and types 
of claims and takings over time; 

(C) an identification of States with State 
laws that prohibit those States from enter-
ing into agreements that include an indem-
nification clause; 

(D) a comparison to other Federal agencies 
with respect to how those agencies approach 
indemnification and OMRR&R requirements 
in projects, if applicable; 

(E) a review of indemnification and 
OMRR&R requirements for projects that 
States require with respect to agreements 
with cities and localities, if applicable; 

(F) an analysis of the useful lifespan of 
water resources development projects, in-
cluding any variations in that lifespan for 
different types of water resources develop-
ment projects and how changing weather 
patterns and increased extreme weather 
events impact that lifespan; 

(G) a review of situations in which non- 
Federal interests have been unable to meet 
OMRR&R requirements; and 

(H) a review of policy alternatives to 
OMRR&R requirements, such as allowing ex-
tension, reevaluation, or deauthorization of 
water resources development projects. 

(5) REPORT.—On completion of the analysis 
under paragraph (3), the Comptroller General 
shall submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report that includes— 

(A) the results of the analysis; and 
(B) any recommendations for changes 

needed to existing law or policy of the Corps 
of Engineers to address those results. 

(c) REVIEW OF CERTAIN PERMITS.— 
(1) DEFINITION OF SECTION 408 PROGRAM.—In 

this subsection, the term ‘‘section 408 pro-
gram’’ means the program administered by 
the Secretary pursuant to section 14 of the 
Act of March 3, 1899 (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899’’) (30 
Stat. 1152, chapter 425; 33 U.S.C. 408). 

(2) REVIEW.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall initiate a review of the 
section 408 program. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—The review by the 
Comptroller General under paragraph (2) 
shall include, at a minimum— 

(A) an identification of trends related to 
the number and types of permits applied for 
each year under the section 408 program; 

(B) an evaluation of— 
(i) the materials developed by the Sec-

retary to educate potential applicants 
about— 

(I) the section 408 program; and 
(II) the process for applying for a permit 

under the section 408 program; 
(ii) the public website of the Corps of Engi-

neers that tracks the status of permits 
issued under the section 408 program, includ-
ing whether the information provided by the 
website is updated in a timely manner; 

(iii) the ability of the districts and divi-
sions of the Corps of Engineers to consist-
ently administer the section 408 program; 
and 
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(iv) the extent to which the Secretary car-

ries out the process for issuing a permit 
under the section 408 program concurrently 
with the review required under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.), if applicable; 

(C) a determination of the factors, if any, 
that impact the ability of the Secretary to 
adhere to the timelines required for review-
ing and making a decision on an application 
for a permit under the section 408 program; 
and 

(D) ways to expedite the review of applica-
tions for permits under the section 408 pro-
gram, including the use of categorical per-
missions. 

(4) REPORT.—On completion of the review 
under paragraph (2), the Comptroller General 
shall submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report on the findings of the review and any 
recommendations that result from the re-
view. 

(d) CORPS OF ENGINEERS MODERNIZATION 
STUDY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall initiate an analysis of 
opportunities for the Corps of Engineers to 
modernize the civil works program through 
the use of technology, where appropriate, 
and the best available engineering practices. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—In conducting the analysis 
under paragraph (1), the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall include an assess-
ment of the extent to which— 

(A) existing engineering practices and 
technologies could be better utilized by the 
Corps of Engineers— 

(i) to improve study, planning, and design 
efforts of the Corps of Engineers to further 
the benefits of water resources development 
projects of the Corps of Engineers; 

(ii) to reduce delays of water resources de-
velopment projects, including through the 
improvement of environmental review and 
permitting processes; 

(iii) to provide cost savings over the 
lifecycle of a project, including through im-
proved design processes or a reduction of op-
eration and maintenance costs; and 

(iv) to improve data collection and data 
sharing capabilities; and 

(B) the Corps of Engineers— 
(i) currently utilizes the engineering prac-

tices and technologies identified under sub-
paragraph (A), including any challenges as-
sociated with acquisition and application; 

(ii) has effective processes to share best 
practices associated with the engineering 
practices and technologies identified under 
subparagraph (A) among the districts, divi-
sions, and headquarters of the Corps of Engi-
neers; and 

(iii) partners with National Laboratories, 
academic institutions, and other Federal 
agencies. 

(3) REPORT.—On completion of the analysis 
under paragraph (1), the Comptroller General 
shall submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report on the findings of the analysis and 
any recommendations that result from the 
analysis. 

(e) STUDY ON EASEMENTS RELATED TO 
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS.— 

(1) DEFINITION OF COVERED EASEMENT.—In 
this subsection, the term ‘‘covered ease-
ment’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 8235(c) of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3768). 

(2) STUDY ON EASEMENTS RELATED TO WATER 
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.—Not 

later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Comptroller General shall 
initiate an analysis of the use of covered 
easements that may be provided to the Sec-
retary by non-Federal interests in relation 
to the construction, operation, or mainte-
nance of a project for flood risk manage-
ment, hurricane and storm damage risk re-
duction, or ecosystem restoration. 

(3) SCOPE.—In carrying out the analysis 
under paragraph (2), the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall— 

(A) review— 
(i) the report submitted by the Secretary 

under section 8235(b) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3768); and 

(ii) the existing statutory, regulatory, and 
policy requirements and procedures relating 
to the use of covered easements; and 

(B) assess— 
(i) the minimum rights in property that 

are necessary to construct, operate, or main-
tain projects for flood risk management, 
hurricane and storm damage risk reduction, 
or ecosystem restoration; 

(ii) whether increased use of covered ease-
ments in relation to projects described in 
clause (i) could promote greater participa-
tion from cooperating landowners in address-
ing local flooding or ecosystem restoration 
challenges; 

(iii) whether such increased use could re-
sult in cost savings in the implementation of 
the projects described in clause (i), without 
any reduction in project benefits; and 

(iv) the extent to which the Secretary 
should expand what is considered by the Sec-
retary to be part of a series of estates 
deemed standard for construction, operation, 
or maintenance of a project for flood risk 
management, hurricane and storm damage 
risk reduction, or ecosystem restoration. 

(4) REPORT.—On completion of the analysis 
under paragraph (2), the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall submit to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report on the 
findings of the analysis, including any rec-
ommendations, including legislative rec-
ommendations, as a result of the analysis. 

(f) MODERNIZATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
VIEWS.— 

(1) DEFINITION OF PROJECT STUDY.—In this 
subsection, the term ‘‘project study’’ means 
a feasibility study for a project carried out 
pursuant to section 905 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 
2282). 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of 
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report that describes the 
efforts of the Secretary to facilitate im-
proved environmental review processes for 
project studies, including through the con-
sideration of expanded use of categorical ex-
clusions, environmental assessments, or pro-
grammatic environmental impact state-
ments. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In completing the re-
port under paragraph (2), the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall— 

(A) describe the actions the Secretary is 
taking or plans to take to implement the 
amendments to the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) 
made by section 321 of the Fiscal Responsi-
bility Act of 2023 (Public Law 118–5; 137 Stat. 
38); 

(B) describe the existing categorical exclu-
sions most frequently used by the Secretary 
to streamline the environmental review of 
project studies; 

(C) consider— 
(i) whether the adoption of additional cat-

egorical exclusions, including those used by 
other Federal agencies, would facilitate the 
environmental review of project studies; 

(ii) whether the adoption of new pro-
grammatic environmental impact state-
ments would facilitate the environmental re-
view of project studies; and 

(iii) whether agreements with other Fed-
eral agencies would facilitate a more effi-
cient process for the environmental review of 
project studies; and 

(D) identify— 
(i) any discrepancies or conflicts, as appli-

cable, between the amendments to the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) made by section 321 of the 
Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 
118–5; 137 Stat. 38) and— 

(I) section 2045 of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2007 (33 U.S.C. 2348); and 

(II) section 1001 of the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 
2282c); and 

(ii) other issues, as applicable, relating to 
section 2045 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2007 (33 U.S.C. 2348) that are im-
peding the implementation of that section 
consistent with congressional intent. 

(g) STUDY ON DREDGED MATERIAL DISPOSAL 
SITE CONSTRUCTION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 
shall conduct a study that— 

(A) assesses the costs and limitations of 
the construction of various types of dredged 
material disposal sites, with a particular 
focus on aquatic confined placement struc-
tures in the Lower Columbia River; and 

(B) includes a comparison of— 
(i) the operation and maintenance needs 

and costs associated with the availability of 
aquatic confined placement structures; and 

(ii) the operation and maintenance needs 
and costs associated with the lack of avail-
ability of aquatic confined placement struc-
tures. 

(2) REPORT.—On completion of the study 
under paragraph (1), the Comptroller General 
shall submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report on the findings of the study, and any 
recommendations that result from that 
study. 

(h) GAO STUDY ON DISTRIBUTION OF FUND-
ING FROM THE HARBOR MAINTENANCE TRUST 
FUND.— 

(1) DEFINITION OF HARBOR MAINTENANCE 
TRUST FUND.—In this subsection, the term 
‘‘Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund’’ means 
the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund estab-
lished by section 9505(a) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986. 

(2) ANALYSIS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall initiate an analysis of 
the distribution of funding from the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the 
analysis under paragraph (2), the Comp-
troller General shall assess— 

(A) the implementation of provisions re-
lated to the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 
in the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (134 Stat. 2615) and the amendments 
made by that Act by the Corps of Engineers, 
including— 

(i) changes to the budgetary treatment of 
funding from the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund; and 

(ii) amendments to the definitions of the 
terms ‘‘donor ports’’, ‘‘medium-sized donor 
parts’’, and ‘‘energy transfer ports’’ under 
section 2106(a) of the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 
2238c(a)), including— 
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(I) the reliability of metrics, data for those 

metrics, and sources for that data used by 
the Corps of Engineers to determine if a port 
satisfies the requirements of 1 or more of 
those definitions; and 

(II) the extent of the impact of cyclical 
dredging cycles for operations and mainte-
nance activities and deep draft navigation 
construction projects on the ability of ports 
to meet the requirements of 1 or more of 
those definitions; and 

(B) the amount of Harbor Maintenance 
Trust Fund funding in the annual appropria-
tions Acts enacted after the date of enact-
ment of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2615), including an anal-
ysis of— 

(i) the allocation of funding to donor ports 
and energy transfer ports (as those terms are 
defined in section 2106(a) of the Water Re-
sources Reform and Development Act of 2014 
(33 U.S.C. 2238c(a))) and the use of that fund-
ing by those ports; 

(ii) activities funded pursuant to section 
210 of the Water Resources Development Act 
of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2238); and 

(iii) challenges associated with expending 
the remaining balance of the Harbor Mainte-
nance Trust Fund. 

(4) REPORT.—On completion of the analysis 
under paragraph (2), the Comptroller General 
shall submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report describing the findings of the analysis 
and any recommendations that result from 
that analysis. 

(i) STUDY ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General shall submit to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report on— 

(A) the costs and benefits of the environ-
mental justice initiatives of the Secretary 
with respect to the civil works program; and 

(B) the positive and negative effects on the 
civil works program of those environmental 
justice initiatives. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The report under para-
graph (1) shall include, at a minimum, a re-
view of projects carried out by the Secretary 
during fiscal year 2023 and fiscal year 2024 
pursuant to the environmental justice initia-
tives of the Secretary with respect to the 
civil works program. 
SEC. 5234. PRIOR REPORTS. 

(a) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall 
prioritize the completion of the reports re-
quired pursuant to the following provisions: 

(1) Section 2036(b) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007 (33 U.S.C. 2283a). 

(2) Section 1008(c) of the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2014 (33 
U.S.C. 2321b(c)). 

(3) Section 164(c) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2668). 

(4) Section 226(a) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2697). 

(5) Section 503(d) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 610 note; 
Public Law 116–260). 

(6) Section 509(a)(7) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 610 note; 
Public Law 116–260). 

(7) Section 8205(a) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3754). 

(8) Section 8206(c) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3756). 

(9) Section 8218 of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3761). 

(10) Section 8227(b) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3764). 

(11) Section 8232(b) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3766). 

(b) NOTICE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a written notification of the status of 
each report described in subsection (a). 

(2) CONTENTS.—As part of the notification 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall in-
clude for each report described in subsection 
(a)— 

(A) a description of the status of the re-
port; and 

(B) if not completed, a timeline for the 
completion of the report. 
SEC. 5235. BRIEFING ON STATUS OF CAPE COD 

CANAL BRIDGES, MASSACHUSETTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall brief the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives on 
the status of the project for the replacement 
of the Bourne and Sagamore Highway 
Bridges that cross the Cape Cod Canal Fed-
eral Navigation Project. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The briefing under 
subsection (a) shall include discussion of— 

(1) the current status of environmental re-
view under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and ex-
pected timelines for completion; 

(2) project timelines and relevant paths to 
move the project described in that sub-
section toward completion; and 

(3) any issues that are impacting the deliv-
ery of the project described in that sub-
section. 
SEC. 5236. VIRGINIA PENINSULA COASTAL STORM 

RISK MANAGEMENT, VIRGINIA. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the feasi-

bility study for flood risk management, eco-
system restoration, and navigation, Coastal 
Virginia, authorized by section 1201(9) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2018 
(132 Stat. 3802), the Secretary is authorized 
to use funds made available to the Secretary 
for water resources development investiga-
tions to analyze, at full Federal expense, a 
measure benefitting Federal land under the 
administrative jurisdiction of another Fed-
eral agency. 

(b) SAVINGS PROVISIONS.—Nothing in this 
section— 

(1) precludes— 
(A) a Federal agency with administrative 

jurisdiction over Federal land in the study 
area from contributing funds for any portion 
of the cost of analyzing a measure as part of 
the study described in subsection (a) that 
benefits that land; or 

(B) the Secretary, at the request of the 
non-Federal interest for the study described 
in subsection (a), from using funds made 
available to the Secretary for water re-
sources development investigations to for-
mulate measures to reduce risk to a military 
installation, if the non-Federal interest 
shares in the cost to formulate those meas-
ures to the same extent that the non-Federal 
interest is required to share in the cost of 
the study; or 

(2) waives the cost-sharing requirements of 
a Federal agency for the construction of an 
authorized water resources development 
project or a separable element of that 
project that results from the study described 
in subsection (a). 
SEC. 5237. ALLEGHENY RIVER, PENNSYLVANIA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Allegheny River is an important 

waterway that can be utilized more to sup-
port recreational, environmental, and navi-
gation needs in Pennsylvania; 

(2) ongoing efforts to increase utilization 
of the Allegheny River will require con-
sistent hours of service at key locks and 
dams; and 

(3) to the maximum extent practicable, the 
lockage levels of service at locks and dams 
along the Allegheny River should be pre-
served until after the completion of the 
study authorized by section 201(a)(55). 
SEC. 5238. NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY HARBOR 

AND TRIBUTARIES FOCUS AREA FEA-
SIBILITY STUDY. 

The Secretary shall expedite the comple-
tion of the feasibility study for coastal 
storm risk management, New York and New 
Jersey, including evaluation of comprehen-
sive flood risk in accordance with section 
8106 of the Water Resources and Develop-
ment Act of 2022 (33 U.S.C. 2282g), as applica-
ble. 
SEC. 5239. MATAGORDA SHIP CHANNEL, TEXAS. 

The Federal share of the costs of the plan-
ning, design, and construction of the Rec-
ommended Corrective Action identified by 
the Corps of Engineers in the Project Defi-
ciency Report completed in 2020 for the 
project for navigation, Matagorda Ship 
Channel, Texas, authorized by section 101 of 
the River and Harbor Act of 1958 (72 Stat. 
298), shall be 90 percent. 
SEC. 5240. MATAGORDA SHIP CHANNEL IMPROVE-

MENT PROJECT, TEXAS. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Secretary should provide 
the necessary resources to expedite the com-
pletion of the required documentation for 
the Matagorda Ship Channel Improvement 
Project in order to ensure that the project is 
not further delayed. 

(b) EXPEDITE.—The Secretary shall, to the 
maximum extent practicable, expedite the 
completion of the required documentation 
for the Matagorda Ship Channel Improve-
ment Project, including— 

(1) the supplemental environmental impact 
statement and the associated record of deci-
sion; 

(2) the dredged material management plan; 
and 

(3) a post authorization change report, if 
applicable. 

(c) PRECONSTRUCTION PLANNING, ENGINEER-
ING, AND DESIGN.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that the Matagorda Ship Channel Im-
provement Project is justified in a completed 
report and if the project requires an addi-
tional authorization from Congress pursuant 
to that report, the Secretary shall proceed 
directly to preconstruction planning, engi-
neering, and design on the project. 

(d) DEFINITION OF MATAGORDA SHIP CHAN-
NEL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘Matagorda Ship Channel Improve-
ment Project’’ means the project for naviga-
tion, Matagorda Ship Channel Improvement 
Project, Port Lavaca, Texas, authorized by 
section 401(1) of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2734). 
SEC. 5241. ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS FROM 

CHANGING CONSTRUCTION RESPON-
SIBILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry 
out an assessment of the impacts of amend-
ing section 101(a)(1) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2211(a)(1)) 
to authorize the construction of navigation 
projects for harbors or inland harbors , or 
any separable element thereof, constructed 
by the Secretary at 75 percent Federal cost 
to a depth of 55 feet. 

(b) CONTENTS.—In carrying out the assess-
ment under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) describe all existing Federal navigation 
projects that are authorized or constructed 
to a depth of 50 feet or greater; 
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(2) describe any Federal navigation project 

that is likely to seek authorization or modi-
fication to a depth of 55 feet or greater dur-
ing the 10-year period beginning on the date 
of enactment of this Act; 

(3) assess the potential effect of author-
izing construction of a navigation project to 
a depth of 55 feet at 75 percent Federal cost 
on other Federal navigation construction ac-
tivities, including estimates of port by port 
impacts over the next 5, 10, and 20 years; 

(4) estimate the potential increase in Fed-
eral costs that would result from authorizing 
the construction of the projects described in 
paragraph (2), including estimates of port by 
port impacts over the next 5, 10, and 20 years; 
and 

(5) subject to subsection (c), describe the 
potential budgetary impact to the civil 
works program of the Corps of Engineers 
from authorizing the construction of a navi-
gation project to a depth of 55 feet at 75 per-
cent Federal cost and authorizing operation 
and maintenance of a navigation project to a 
depth of 55 feet at Federal expense, including 
estimates of port by port impacts over the 
next 5, 10, and 20 years. 

(c) PRIOR REPORT.—The Secretary may use 
information from the assessment and the re-
port of the Secretary under section 8206 of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2022 (136 Stat. 3756) in carrying out sub-
section (b)(5). 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives, and make publicly available (including 
on an existing publicly available website), a 
report that describes the results of the as-
sessment carried out under subsection (a). 
SEC. 5242. DEADLINE FOR PREVIOUSLY RE-

QUIRED LIST OF COVERED 
PROJECTS. 

Notwithstanding the deadline in paragraph 
(1) of section 8236(c) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3769), the 
Secretary shall submit the list of covered 
projects under that paragraph by not later 
than 30 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 5243. COOPERATION AUTHORITY. 

(a) ASSESSMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry 

out an assessment of the extent to which the 
existing authorities and programs of the Sec-
retary allow the Corps of Engineers to con-
struct water resources development projects 
abroad. 

(2) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report that— 

(A) describes— 
(i) the findings of the assessment under 

paragraph (1); 
(ii) how each authority and program as-

sessed under paragraph (1) has been used by 
the Secretary to construct water resources 
development projects abroad, if applicable; 
and 

(iii) the extent to which the Secretary 
partners with other Federal agencies when 
carrying out such projects; and 

(B) includes any recommendations that re-
sult from the assessment under paragraph 
(1). 

(b) INTERAGENCY AND INTERNATIONAL SUP-
PORT AUTHORITY.—Section 234 of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1996 (33 U.S.C. 
2323a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘‘, includ-
ing the planning and design expertise,’’ after 
‘‘expertise’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d)(1), by striking 
‘‘$1,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$2,500,000’’. 
TITLE LIII—DEAUTHORIZATIONS, MODI-

FICATIONS, AND RELATED PROVISIONS 
SEC. 5301. DEAUTHORIZATIONS. 

(a) TRUCKEE MEADOWS, NEVADA.—The 
project for flood control, Truckee Meadows, 
Nevada, authorized by section 3(a)(10) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1988 
(102 Stat. 4014) and section 7002(2) of the 
Water Resources Reform and Development 
Act of 2014 (128 Stat. 1366) is no longer au-
thorized beginning on the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

(b) SEATTLE HARBOR, WASHINGTON.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of 

enactment of this Act, the portion of the 
project for navigation, Seattle Harbor, Wash-
ington, described in paragraph (2) is no 
longer authorized. 

(2) PORTION DESCRIBED.—The portion of the 
project referred to in paragraph (1) is the ap-
proximately 74,490 square foot area of the 
Federal channel within the East Waterway— 

(A) starting at a point on the United 
States pierhead line in the southwest corner 
of block 386 of plat of Seattle Tidelands, T. 24 
N., R. 4. E, sec.18, Willamette Meridian; 

(B) thence running N90°00’00’’W along the 
projection of the south line of block 386, 
206.58 feet to the centerline of the East Wa-
terway; 

(C) thence running N14°30’00’’E along the 
centerline and parallel with the northwest-
erly line of block 386, 64.83 feet; 

(D) thence running N33°32’59’’E, 235.85 feet; 
(E) thence running N39°55’22’’E, 128.70 feet; 
(F) thence running N14°30’00’’E, parallel 

with the northwesterly line of block 386, 
280.45 feet; 

(G) thence running N90°00’00’’E, 70.00 feet 
to the pierhead line and the northwesterly 
line of block 386; and 

(H) thence running S14°30’00’’W, 650.25 feet 
along the pierhead line and northwesterly 
line of block 386 to the point of beginning. 

(c) CHERRYFIELD DAM, MAINE.—The project 
for flood control, Narraguagus River, 
Cherryfield Dam, Maine, authorized by, and 
constructed pursuant to, section 205 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1948 (33 U.S.C. 701s) is 
no longer authorized beginning on the date 
of enactment of this Act. 

(d) EAST SAN PEDRO BAY, CALIFORNIA.—The 
study for the project for ecosystem restora-
tion, East San Pedro Bay, California, author-
ized by the resolution of the Committee on 
Public Works of the Senate, dated June 25, 
1969, relating to the report of the Chief of 
Engineers for Los Angeles and San Gabriel 
Rivers, Ballona Creek, is no longer author-
ized beginning on the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

(e) SOURIS RIVER BASIN, NORTH DAKOTA.— 
The Talbott’s Nursery portion, consisting of 
approximately 2,600 linear feet of levee, of 
stage 4 of the project for flood control, 
Souris River Basin, North Dakota, author-
ized by section 1124 of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (100 Stat. 4243; 101 
Stat. 1329–111), is no longer authorized begin-
ning on the date of enactment of this Act. 

(f) MASARYKTOWN CANAL, FLORIDA.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The portion of the project 

for the Four River Basins, Florida, author-
ized by section 203 of the Flood Control Act 
of 1962 (76 Stat. 1183) described in paragraph 
(2) is no longer authorized beginning on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) PORTION DESCRIBED.—The portion of the 
project referred to in paragraph (1) is the 
Masaryktown Canal C–534, which spans ap-
proximately 5.5 miles from Hernando Coun-
ty, between Ayers Road and County Line 
Road east of United States Route 41, and 
continues south to Pasco County, dis-
charging into Crews Lake. 

SEC. 5302. ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE. 

(a) NEW PROJECTS.—Section 219(f) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1992 
(106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 136 Stat. 3808) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(406) GLENDALE, ARIZONA.—$5,200,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing stormwater management), drainage sys-
tems, and water quality enhancement, Glen-
dale, Arizona. 

‘‘(407) TOHONO O’ODHAM NATION, ARIZONA.— 
$10,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture (including facilities for withdrawal, 
treatment, and distribution), Tohono 
O’odham Nation, Arizona. 

‘‘(408) FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA.—$4,800,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing facilities for withdrawal, treatment, and 
distribution), Flagstaff, Arizona. 

‘‘(409) TUCSON, ARIZONA.—$30,000,000 for en-
vironmental infrastructure, including water 
and wastewater infrastructure (including re-
cycled water systems), Tucson, Arizona. 

‘‘(410) BAY-DELTA, CALIFORNIA.—$20,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing stormwater management), drainage sys-
tems, and water quality enhancement, San 
Francisco Bay–Sacramento–San Joaquin 
River Delta, California. 

‘‘(411) INDIAN WELLS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA.— 
$5,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture, Indian Wells Valley, Kern County, Cali-
fornia. 

‘‘(412) OAKLAND–ALAMEDA ESTUARY, CALI-
FORNIA.—$5,000,000 for environmental infra-
structure, including water and wastewater 
infrastructure (including stormwater man-
agement), drainage systems, and water qual-
ity enhancement, Oakland–Alameda Estu-
ary, Oakland and Alameda Counties, Cali-
fornia. 

‘‘(413) TIJUANA RIVER VALLEY WATERSHED, 
CALIFORNIA.—$10,000,000 for environmental 
infrastructure, including water and waste-
water infrastructure, Tijuana River Valley 
Watershed, San Diego County, California. 

‘‘(414) EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO.— 
$20,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture and stormwater management, El Paso 
County, Colorado. 

‘‘(415) REHOBOTH BEACH, LEWES, DEWEY, 
BETHANY, SOUTH BETHANY, FENWICK ISLAND, 
DELAWARE.—$25,000,000 for environmental in-
frastructure, including water and waste-
water infrastructure, Rehoboth Beach, 
Lewes, Dewey, Bethany, South Bethany, and 
Fenwick Island, Delaware. 

‘‘(416) WILMINGTON, DELAWARE.—$25,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure, Wil-
mington, Delaware. 

‘‘(417) PICKERING BEACH, KITTS HUMMOCK, 
BOWERS BEACH, SOUTH BOWERS BEACH, SLAUGH-
TER BEACH, PRIME HOOK BEACH, MILTON, MIL-
FORD, DELAWARE.—$25,000,000 for environ-
mental infrastructure, including water and 
wastewater infrastructure, Pickering Beach, 
Kitts Hummock, Bowers Beach, South Bow-
ers Beach, Slaughter Beach, Prime Hook 
Beach, Milton, and Milford, Delaware. 

‘‘(418) COASTAL GEORGIA.—$5,000,000 for en-
vironmental infrastructure, including water 
and wastewater infrastructure (including 
stormwater management), Glynn County, 
Chatham County, Bryan County, Effingham 
County, McIntosh County, and Camden 
County, Georgia. 

‘‘(419) COLUMBUS, HENRY, AND CLAYTON 
COUNTIES, GEORGIA.—$10,000,000 for environ-
mental infrastructure, including water and 
wastewater infrastructure (including 
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stormwater management), Columbus, Henry, 
and Clayton Counties, Georgia. 

‘‘(420) COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA.—$5,000,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure, Cobb 
County, Georgia. 

‘‘(421) CALUMET CITY, ILLINOIS.—$10,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure, Cal-
umet City, Illinois. 

‘‘(422) WYANDOTTE COUNTY AND KANSAS CITY, 
KANSAS.—$35,000,000 for water and waste-
water infrastructure, including stormwater 
management (including combined sewer 
overflows), Wyandotte County and Kansas 
City, Kansas. 

‘‘(423) EASTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS.— 
$10,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture (including wastewater treatment plant 
outfalls), Easthampton, Massachusetts. 

‘‘(424) BYRAM, MISSISSIPPI.—$7,000,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing stormwater management), drainage sys-
tems, and water quality enhancement, 
Byram, Mississippi. 

‘‘(425) DIAMONDHEAD, MISSISSIPPI.— 
$7,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture and drainage systems, Diamondhead, 
Mississippi. 

‘‘(426) HANCOCK COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.— 
$7,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture (including stormwater management), 
drainage systems, and water quality en-
hancement, Hancock County, Mississippi. 

‘‘(427) MADISON, MISSISSIPPI.—$7,000,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing stormwater management), drainage sys-
tems, and water quality enhancement, Madi-
son, Mississippi. 

‘‘(428) PEARL, MISSISSIPPI.—$7,000,000 for en-
vironmental infrastructure, including water 
and wastewater infrastructure (including 
stormwater management), drainage systems, 
and water quality enhancement, Pearl, Mis-
sissippi. 

‘‘(429) NEW HAMPSHIRE.—$20,000,000 for envi-
ronmental infrastructure, including water 
and wastewater infrastructure, New Hamp-
shire. 

‘‘(430) CAPE MAY COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.— 
$10,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture (including facilities for withdrawal, 
treatment, and distribution), Cape May 
County, New Jersey. 

‘‘(431) NYE COUNTY, NEVADA.—$10,000,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing water wellfield and pipeline in the 
Pahrump Valley), Nye County, Nevada. 

‘‘(432) STOREY COUNTY, NEVADA.—$10,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing facilities for withdrawal, treatment, and 
distribution), Storey County, Nevada. 

‘‘(433) NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK.— 
$20,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture (including stormwater management), 
New Rochelle, New York. 

‘‘(434) CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO.—$5,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing combined sewer overflows), Cuyahoga 
County, Ohio. 

‘‘(435) BLOOMINGBURG, OHIO.—$6,500,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing facilities for withdrawal, treatment, and 
distribution), Bloomingburg, Ohio. 

‘‘(436) CITY OF AKRON, OHIO.—$5,500,000 for 
environmental infrastructure, including 

water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing drainage systems), City of Akron, Ohio. 

‘‘(437) EAST CLEVELAND, OHIO.—$13,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing stormwater management), East Cleve-
land, Ohio. 

‘‘(438) ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.—$1,500,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure (includ-
ing water supply and water quality enhance-
ment), Ashtabula County, Ohio. 

‘‘(439) STRUTHERS, OHIO.—$500,000 for envi-
ronmental infrastructure, including water 
and wastewater infrastructure (including 
wastewater infrastructure, stormwater man-
agement, and sewer improvements), Struth-
ers, Ohio. 

‘‘(440) STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA.—$30,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water and wastewater infrastructure and 
water supply infrastructure (including facili-
ties for withdrawal, treatment, and distribu-
tion), Stillwater, Oklahoma. 

‘‘(441) PENNSYLVANIA.—$38,600,000 for envi-
ronmental infrastructure, including water 
and wastewater infrastructure, Pennsyl-
vania. 

‘‘(442) CHESTERFIELD COUNTY, SOUTH CARO-
LINA.—$3,000,000 for water and wastewater in-
frastructure and other environmental infra-
structure (including stormwater manage-
ment), Chesterfield County, South Carolina. 

‘‘(443) TIPTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE.— 
$35,000,000 for wastewater infrastructure and 
water supply infrastructure, including facili-
ties for withdrawal, treatment, and distribu-
tion, Tipton County, Tennessee. 

‘‘(444) OTHELLO, WASHINGTON.—$14,000,000 
for environmental infrastructure, including 
water supply and storage treatment, Othello, 
Washington. 

‘‘(445) COLLEGE PLACE, WASHINGTON.— 
$5,000,000 for environmental infrastructure, 
including water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture, College Place, Washington.’’. 

(b) PROJECT MODIFICATIONS.— 
(1) CONSISTENCY WITH REPORTS.—Congress 

finds that the project modifications de-
scribed in this subsection are in accordance 
with the reports submitted to Congress by 
the Secretary under section 7001 of the Water 
Resources Reform and Development Act of 
2014 (33 U.S.C. 2282d), titled ‘‘Report to Con-
gress on Future Water Resources Develop-
ment’’, or have otherwise been reviewed by 
Congress. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.— 
(A) ALABAMA.—Section 219(f)(274) of the 

Water Resources Development Act of 1992 
(106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 136 Stat. 3808) is 
amended by striking ‘‘$50,000,000’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘$85,000,000’’. 

(B) LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—Sec-
tion 219(f)(93) of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 
334; 121 Stat. 1259; 136 Stat. 3816) is amended 
by striking ‘‘Santa Clarity Valley’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Santa Clarita Valley’’. 

(C) KENT, DELAWARE.—Section 219(f)(313) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 136 Stat. 
3810) is amended by striking ‘‘$35,000,000’’ and 
inserting ‘‘$40,000,000’’. 

(D) NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE.—Section 
219(f)(314) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
136 Stat. 3810) is amended by striking 
‘‘$35,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$40,000,000’’. 

(E) SUSSEX, DELAWARE.—Section 219(f)(315) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 136 Stat. 
3810) is amended by striking ‘‘$35,000,000’’ and 
inserting ‘‘$40,000,000’’. 

(F) EAST POINT, GEORGIA.—Section 
219(f)(136) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
121 Stat. 1261; 136 Stat. 3817) is amended by 

striking ‘‘$15,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$20,000,000’’. 

(G) MADISON COUNTY AND ST. CLAIR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.—Section 219(f)(55) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 
4835; 113 Stat. 334; 114 Stat. 2763A–221; 136 
Stat. 3817) is amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘$100,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$110,000,000’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘(including stormwater 
management)’’ after ‘‘wastewater assist-
ance’’. 

(H) MONTGOMERY COUNTY AND CHRISTIAN 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.—Section 219(f)(333) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1992 
(106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 136 Stat. 3812) is 
amended— 

(i) in the paragraph heading, by striking 
‘‘MONTGOMERY AND CHRISTIAN COUNTIES’’ and 
inserting ‘‘MONTGOMERY, CHRISTIAN, FAY-
ETTE, SHELBY, JASPER, RICHLAND, CRAWFORD, 
AND LAWRENCE COUNTIES’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘Montgomery County and 
Christian County’’ and inserting ‘‘Mont-
gomery County, Christian County, Fayette 
County, Shelby County, Jasper County, 
Richland County, Crawford County, and 
Lawrence County’’. 

(I) LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS.—Section 
219(f)(339) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
136 Stat. 3812) is amended by striking 
‘‘$20,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$30,000,000’’. 

(J) MICHIGAN.—Section 219(f)(157) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1992 
(106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 121 Stat. 1262) is 
amended, in the paragraph heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘COMBINED SEWER OVERFLOWS’’. 

(K) DESOTO COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.—Section 
219(f)(30) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 336; 
134 Stat. 2718) is amended by striking 
‘‘$130,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$144,000,000’’. 

(L) JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.—Section 
219(f)(167) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
121 Stat. 1263; 136 Stat. 3818) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$125,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$139,000,000’’. 

(M) MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.—Section 
219(f)(351) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
136 Stat. 3813) is amended by striking 
‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$24,000,000’’. 

(N) MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI.—Section 
219(f)(352) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
136 Stat. 3813) is amended by striking 
‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$24,000,000’’. 

(O) RANKIN COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.—Section 
219(f)(354) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
136 Stat. 3813) is amended by striking 
‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$24,000,000’’. 

(P) CINCINNATI, OHIO.—Section 219(f)(206) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 121 Stat. 
1265) is amended by striking ‘‘$1,000,000’’ and 
inserting ‘‘$9,000,000’’. 

(Q) MIDWEST CITY, OKLAHOMA.—Section 
219(f)(231) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
121 Stat. 1266; 134 Stat. 2719) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$5,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$10,000,000’’. 

(R) PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.—Section 
219(f)(243) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
121 Stat. 1266) is amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘$1,600,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$3,000,000’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘water supply and’’ before 
‘‘wastewater’’. 

(S) LAKES MARION AND MOULTRIE, SOUTH 
CAROLINA.—Section 219(f)(25) of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 
4835; 113 Stat. 336; 136 Stat. 3818) is amended 
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by striking ‘‘$165,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$232,000,000’’. 

(T) MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN.—Section 
219(f)(405) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4835; 113 Stat. 334; 
136 Stat. 3816) is amended by striking 
‘‘$4,500,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$10,500,000’’. 

(c) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—Section 219 of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
1992 (106 Stat. 4835) is amended by striking 
subsection (b) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, the non-Federal 
share of the cost of a project for which as-
sistance is provided under this section shall 
be not less than 25 percent. 

‘‘(2) ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED COMMU-
NITIES.—The non-Federal share of the cost of 
a project for which assistance is provided 
under this section benefitting an economi-
cally disadvantaged community (as defined 
pursuant to section 160 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 
2201 note; Public Law 116–260)) shall be 10 
percent. 

‘‘(3) ABILITY TO PAY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal share 

of the cost of a project for which assistance 
is provided under this section shall be sub-
ject to the ability of the non-Federal inter-
est to pay. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION.—The ability of a non- 
Federal interest to pay shall be determined 
by the Secretary in accordance with proce-
dures established by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) DEADLINE.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of the Thomas R. 
Carper Water Resources Development Act of 
2024, the Secretary shall issue guidance on 
the procedures described in subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(4) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall an-

nually submit to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
written notification of determinations made 
by the Secretary of the ability of non-Fed-
eral interests to pay under this section. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—In preparing the written 
notification under subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary shall include, for each determina-
tion made by the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) the name of the non-Federal interest 
that submitted to the Secretary a request 
for a determination under paragraph (3)(B); 

‘‘(ii) the name and location of the project; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the determination made by the Sec-
retary and the reasons for the determina-
tion, including the adjusted share of the 
costs of the project of the non-Federal inter-
est, if applicable.’’. 
SEC. 5303. PENNSYLVANIA ENVIRONMENTAL IN-

FRASTRUCTURE. 
Section 313 of the Water Resources Devel-

opment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4845; 109 Stat. 
407; 110 Stat. 3723; 113 Stat. 310; 117 Stat. 142; 
121 Stat. 1146; 134 Stat. 2719; 136 Stat. 3821) is 
amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘SOUTH CENTRAL’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘south central’’ each place 
it appears; 

(3) by striking subsections (c) and (h); 
(4) by redesignating subsections (d), (e), (f), 

and (g) as subsections (c), (d), (e), and (f), re-
spectively; and 

(5) in paragraph (2)(A) of subsection (c) (as 
redesignated), by striking ‘‘the SARCD 
Council and other’’. 
SEC. 5304. ACEQUIAS IRRIGATION SYSTEMS. 

Section 1113 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1986 (100 Stat. 4232; 110 Stat. 
3719; 136 Stat. 3782) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘costs,’’ and all that fol-

lows through ‘‘except that’’ and inserting 
‘‘costs, shall be as described in the second 
sentence of subsection (b) (as in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2022 
(136 Stat. 3691)), except that’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘measure benefitting’’ and 
inserting ‘‘measure (other than a reconnais-
sance study) benefitting’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e), by striking 
‘‘$80,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$100,000,000’’. 
SEC. 5305. OREGON ENVIRONMENTAL INFRA-

STRUCTURE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8359 of the Water 

Resources Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 
3802) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘SOUTHWESTERN’’; 

(2) in each of subsections (a) and (b), by 
striking ‘‘southwestern’’ each place it ap-
pears; 

(3) in subsection (e)(1), by striking 
‘‘$50,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$90,000,000’’; and 

(4) by striking subsection (f). 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) NDAA.—The table of contents in sec-

tion 2(b) of the James M. Inhofe National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 
(136 Stat. 2430) is amended by striking the 
item relating to section 8359 and inserting 
the following: 
‘‘Sec. 8359. Oregon.’’. 

(2) WRDA.—The table of contents in sec-
tion 8001(b) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3694) is amended 
by striking the item relating to section 8359 
and inserting the following: 
‘‘Sec. 8359. Oregon.’’. 
SEC. 5306. KENTUCKY AND WEST VIRGINIA ENVI-

RONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Sec-

retary shall establish a program to provide 
environmental assistance to non-Federal in-
terests in Kentucky and West Virginia. 

(b) FORM OF ASSISTANCE.—Assistance pro-
vided under this section may be in the form 
of design and construction assistance for 
water-related environmental infrastructure 
and resource protection and development 
projects in Kentucky and West Virginia, in-
cluding projects for wastewater treatment 
and related facilities, water supply and re-
lated facilities, environmental restoration, 
and surface water resource protection and 
development. 

(c) OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary may provide assistance for a project 
under this section only if the project is pub-
licly owned. 

(d) LOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Before providing assist-

ance under this section, the Secretary shall 
enter into a local cooperation agreement 
with a non-Federal interest to provide for de-
sign and construction of the project to be 
carried out with such assistance. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Each local cooperation 
agreement entered into under this sub-
section shall provide for the following: 

(A) Development by the Secretary, in con-
sultation with appropriate Federal and State 
officials, of a facilities or resource protec-
tion and development plan, including appro-
priate engineering plans and specifications. 

(B) Establishment of such legal and insti-
tutional structures as are necessary to en-
sure the effective long-term operation of the 
project by the non-Federal interest. 

(3) COST SHARING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal share of the 

cost of a project carried out under this sec-
tion— 

(i) shall be 75 percent; and 
(ii) may be provided in the form of grants 

or reimbursements of project costs. 

(B) CREDIT FOR INTEREST.—In case of a 
delay in the funding of the Federal share of 
a project that is the subject of a local co-
operation agreement under this section, the 
non-Federal interest shall receive credit for 
reasonable interest incurred in providing the 
non-Federal share of the project cost. 

(C) LAND, EASEMENTS, AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
CREDIT.—The non-Federal interest shall re-
ceive credit for land, easements, rights-of- 
way, and relocations toward the non-Federal 
share of project costs (including all reason-
able costs associated with obtaining permits 
necessary for the construction, operation, 
and maintenance of the project on publicly 
owned or controlled land), but such credit 
may not exceed 25 percent of total project 
costs. 

(D) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—The 
non-Federal share of operation and mainte-
nance costs for projects constructed with as-
sistance provided under this section shall be 
100 percent. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 

appropriated $75,000,000 to carry out this sec-
tion, to be divided between the States de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(2) CORPS OF ENGINEERS EXPENSES.—Not 
more than 10 percent of the amounts made 
available to carry out this section may be 
used by the Corps of Engineers to administer 
projects under this section. 
SEC. 5307. LAKE CHAMPLAIN WATERSHED, 

VERMONT AND NEW YORK. 
Section 542(e)(1)(A) of the Water Resources 

Development Act of 2000 (114 Stat. 2672) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘, or in the case of a 
critical restoration project benefitting an 
economically disadvantaged community (as 
defined pursuant to section 160 of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 
2201 note; Public Law 116–260)), 10 percent of 
the total costs of the project’’ after 
‘‘project’’. 
SEC. 5308. OHIO AND NORTH DAKOTA. 

Section 594(d)(3)(A) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1999 (113 Stat. 382) is 
amended— 

(1) in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘The Federal share may’’ and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(iii) FORM.—The Federal share may’’; 
(2) by striking the subparagraph designa-

tion and heading and all that follows 
through ‘‘The Federal share of’’ in the first 
sentence and inserting the following: 

‘‘(A) PROJECT COSTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the Federal share of’’; and 
(3) by inserting after clause (i) (as so des-

ignated) the following: 
‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—The non-Federal share of 

the cost of a project under this section bene-
fitting an economically disadvantaged com-
munity (as defined pursuant to section 160 of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 116–260)) 
shall be 10 percent.’’. 
SEC. 5309. SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA. 

Section 340 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4856; 136 Stat. 
3807) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(3)— 
(A) in the first sentence, by striking 

‘‘Total project costs’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), total project costs’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—In the case of a project 

benefitting an economically disadvantaged 
community (as defined pursuant to section 
160 of the Water Resources Development Act 
of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 116– 
260)), the Federal share of the total project 
costs under the applicable local cooperation 
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agreement entered into under this sub-
section shall be 90 percent. 

‘‘(C) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the total project costs under this paragraph 
may be provided in the same form as de-
scribed in section 571(e)(3)(A) of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1999 (113 Stat. 
371).’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (e); 
(3) by redesignating subsections (f), (g), (h), 

and (i) as subsections (e), (f), (g), and (h), re-
spectively; and 

(4) in subsection (f) (as so redesignated), in 
the first sentence, by striking ‘‘$140,000,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$170,000,000’’. 
SEC. 5310. NORTHERN WEST VIRGINIA. 

Section 571 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1999 (113 Stat. 371; 121 Stat. 
1257; 136 Stat. 3807) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (e)(3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), in the first sen-

tence, by striking ‘‘The Federal share’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Except as provided in subpara-
graph (B), the Federal share’’; 

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (B), 
(C), (D), and (E) as subparagraphs (C), (D), 
(E), and (F), respectively; and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following: 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—In the case of a project 
benefitting an economically disadvantaged 
community (as defined pursuant to section 
160 of the Water Resources Development Act 
of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 116– 
260)), the Federal share of the project costs 
under the applicable local cooperation agree-
ment entered into under this subsection 
shall be 90 percent.’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (g); 
(3) by redesignating subsections (h), (i), 

and (j) as sections (g), (h), and (i), respec-
tively; and 

(4) in subsection (g) (as so redesignated), by 
striking ‘‘$120,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$150,000,000’’. 
SEC. 5311. OHIO, PENNSYLVANIA, AND WEST VIR-

GINIA. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) IMPAIRED WATER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘impaired 

water’’ means a stream of a watershed that 
is not, as of the date of an application under 
this section, achieving the designated use of 
the stream. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘impaired 
water’’ includes any stream identified by a 
State under section 303(d) of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1313(d)). 

(2) RESTORATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘restoration’’, 

with respect to impaired water, means the 
restoration of the impaired water to such an 
extent that the stream could achieve its des-
ignated use over the greatest practical num-
ber of stream-miles, as determined using, if 
available, State-designated or Tribal-des-
ignated criteria. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘restoration’’ in-
cludes the removal of covered pollutants. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary may establish a pilot program to pro-
vide environmental assistance to non-Fed-
eral interests for the restoration of impaired 
water impacted by acid mine drainage in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. 

(c) FORM OF ASSISTANCE.—Assistance under 
this section may be in the form of technical 
assistance and design and construction as-
sistance for water-related environmental in-
frastructure to address acid mine drainage, 
including projects for centralized water 
treatment and related facilities. 

(d) PRIORITIZATION.—The Secretary shall 
prioritize assistance under this section to a 
project that— 

(1) addresses acid mine drainage from mul-
tiple sources impacting impaired waters; or 

(2) includes a centralized water treatment 
system to reduce the acid mine drainage load 
in impaired waters. 

(e) PUBLIC OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENT.—The 
Secretary may provide assistance for a 
project under this section only if the project 
is publicly owned. 

(f) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall, to 
the maximum extent practicable, work with 
States, units of local government, and other 
relevant Federal agencies to secure any per-
mits, variances, or approvals necessary to fa-
cilitate the completion of projects receiving 
assistance under this section. 

(g) COST-SHARE.—The non-Federal share of 
the cost of a project carried out under this 
section shall be 25 percent, including provi-
sion of all land, easements, rights-of-way, 
and necessary relocations. 

(h) AGREEMENTS.—Construction of a 
project under this section shall be initiated 
only after the non-Federal interest has en-
tered into a binding agreement with the Sec-
retary to pay— 

(1) the non-Federal share of the costs of 
construction of a project carried out under 
this section; and 

(2) 100 percent of any operation, mainte-
nance, and replacement and rehabilitation 
costs of a project carried out under this sec-
tion. 

(i) CONTRIBUTED FUNDS.—The Secretary, 
with the consent of the non-Federal interest 
for a project carried out under this section, 
may receive or expend funds contributed by 
a nonprofit entity for the project. 

(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $50,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 
SEC. 5312. WESTERN RURAL WATER. 

Section 595 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1999 (113 Stat. 383; 117 Stat. 
1836) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 

as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively; and 
(B) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so 

redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(1) NON-FEDERAL INTEREST.—The term 

‘non-Federal interest’ includes an entity de-
clared to be a political subdivision of the 
State of New Mexico.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e)(3)(A)— 
(A) in the second sentence, by striking 

‘‘The Federal share may’’ and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(iii) FORM.—The Federal share may’’; 
(B) by striking the subparagraph designa-

tion and heading and all that follows 
through ‘‘The Federal share of’’ in the first 
sentence and inserting the following: 

‘‘(A) PROJECT COSTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the Federal share of’’; and 
(C) by inserting after clause (i) (as so des-

ignated) the following: 
‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—The non-Federal share of 

the cost of a project under this section bene-
fitting an economically disadvantaged com-
munity (as defined pursuant to section 160 of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 116–260)) 
shall be 10 percent.’’. 
SEC. 5313. CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PRO-

GRAMS. 
(a) REMOVAL OF OBSTRUCTIONS; CLEARING 

CHANNELS.—Section 2 of the Act of August 
28, 1937 (50 Stat. 877, chapter 877; 33 U.S.C. 
701g), is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$7,500,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$15,000,000’’; 

(2) by inserting ‘‘for preventing and miti-
gating flood damages associated with ice 
jams,’’ after ‘‘other debris,’’; and 

(3) by striking ‘‘$500,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$1,000,000’’. 

(b) EMERGENCY STREAMBANK AND SHORE-
LINE PROTECTION.—Section 14 of the Flood 
Control Act of 1946 (33 U.S.C. 701r) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$25,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$40,000,000’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$15,000,000’’. 

(c) STORM AND HURRICANE RESTORATION 
AND IMPACT MINIMIZATION PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 3(c) of the Act of August 13, 1946 (60 
Stat. 1056, chapter 960; 33 U.S.C. 426g(c)), is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking 
‘‘$37,500,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$45,000,000’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking 
‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$15,000,000’’. 

(d) SMALL FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS.—Sec-
tion 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948 (33 
U.S.C. 701s) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence, by striking 
‘‘$68,750,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$85,000,000’’; and 

(2) in the third sentence, by striking 
‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$15,000,000’’. 

(e) AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION.— 
Section 206 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1996 (33 U.S.C. 2330) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(4) DROUGHT RESILIENCE.—A project under 
this section may include measures that en-
hance drought resilience through the res-
toration of wetlands or the removal of 
invasive species.’’; 

(2) in subsection (d), by striking 
‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$15,000,000’’; and 

(3) in subsection (f), by striking 
‘‘$62,500,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$75,000,000’’. 

(f) PROJECT MODIFICATIONS FOR IMPROVE-
MENT OF ENVIRONMENT.—Section 1135 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2309a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (d), in the third sentence, 
by striking ‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$15,000,000’’; and 

(2) in subsection (h), by striking 
‘‘$50,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$60,000,000’’. 

(g) SHORE DAMAGE PREVENTION OR MITIGA-
TION.—Section 111(c) of the River and Harbor 
Act of 1968 (33 U.S.C. 426i(c)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$12,500,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$15,000,000’’. 

(h) SMALL RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS.—Section 107(b) of the River and 
Harbor Act of 1960 (33 U.S.C. 577(b)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘$10,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$15,000,000’’. 

(i) REGIONAL SEDIMENT MANAGEMENT.—Sec-
tion 204(c)(1)(C) of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 1992 (33 U.S.C. 2326(c)(1)(C)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘$10,000,000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$15,000,000’’. 
SEC. 5314. SMALL PROJECT ASSISTANCE. 

Section 165(b) of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; 
Public Law 116–260) is amended by striking 
‘‘2024’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘2029’’. 
SEC. 5315. GREAT LAKES AND MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

INTERBASIN PROJECT, BRANDON 
ROAD, WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

After completion of construction of the 
project for ecosystem restoration, Great 
Lakes and Mississippi River Interbasin 
project, Brandon Road, Will County, Illinois, 
authorized by section 401(5) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 
2740) and modified by section 402(a) of that 
Act (134 Stat. 2742) and section 8337 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2022 
(136 Stat. 3793), the Federal share of oper-
ation and maintenance costs of the project 
shall be 90 percent. 
SEC. 5316. MAMARONECK-SHELDRAKE RIVERS, 

NEW YORK. 
The non-Federal share of the cost of fea-

tures of the project for flood risk manage-
ment, Mamaroneck-Sheldrake Rivers, New 
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York, authorized by section 1401(2) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2018 
(132 Stat. 3837), benefitting an economically 
disadvantaged community (as defined pursu-
ant to section 160 of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; 
Public Law 116–260)) shall be 10 percent. 
SEC. 5317. LOWELL CREEK TUNNEL, ALASKA. 

Section 5032(a)(2) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007 (121 Stat. 1205; 134 
Stat. 2719) is amended by striking ‘‘20’’ and 
inserting ‘‘25’’. 
SEC. 5318. SELMA FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT 

AND BANK STABILIZATION. 
(a) REPAYMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall expe-

dite the review of, and give due consider-
ation to, the request from the City of Selma, 
Alabama, that the Secretary apply section 
103(k) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2213(k)) to the project 
for flood risk management, Selma Flood 
Risk Management and Bank Stabilization, 
Alabama, authorized by section 8401(2) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2022 
(136 Stat. 3839). 

(2) DURATION.—If the Secretary determines 
that the application of section 103(k) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2213(k)) to the project described in 
paragraph (1) is justified, the Secretary 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable 
and consistent with that section, permit the 
City of Selma, Alabama, to repay the full 
non-Federal contribution with interest for 
that project during a period of 30 years that 
shall begin after the date of completion of 
that project. 

(b) COST-SHARE.—The non-Federal share of 
the cost of the project for flood risk manage-
ment, Selma Flood Risk Management and 
Bank Stabilization, Alabama, authorized by 
section 8401(2) of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3839), shall be 10 
percent. 
SEC. 5319. ILLINOIS RIVER BASIN RESTORATION. 

Section 519(c)(2) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2000 (114 Stat. 2654; 121 
Stat. 1221) is amended by striking ‘‘2010’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2029’’. 
SEC. 5320. HAWAII ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORA-

TION. 
Section 444 of the Water Resources Devel-

opment Act of 1996 (110 Stat. 3747; 113 Stat. 
286) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and environmental res-
toration’’ and inserting ‘‘environmental res-
toration, and coastal storm risk manage-
ment’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘Hawaii,’’ after ‘‘Guam,’’. 
SEC. 5321. CONNECTICUT RIVER BASIN INVASIVE 

SPECIES PARTNERSHIPS. 
Section 104(g)(2)(A) of the River and Har-

bor Act of 1958 (33 U.S.C. 610(g)(2)(A)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘the Connecticut 
River Basin,’’ after ‘‘the Ohio River Basin,’’. 
SEC. 5322. EXPENSES FOR CONTROL OF AQUATIC 

PLANT GROWTHS AND INVASIVE 
SPECIES. 

Section 104(d)(2)(A) of the River and Har-
bor Act of 1958 (33 U.S.C. 610(d)(2)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘50 percent’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘35 percent’’. 
SEC. 5323. CORPS OF ENGINEERS ASIAN CARP 

PREVENTION PILOT PROGRAM. 
Section 509(a)(2)(C)(ii) of the Water Re-

sources Development Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 
610 note; Public Law 116–260) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2029’’. 
SEC. 5324. EXTENSION FOR CERTAIN INVASIVE 

SPECIES PROGRAMS. 
Section 104(b)(2)(A) of the River and Har-

bor Act of 1958 (33 U.S.C. 610(b)(2)(A)) is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘each of fiscal 
years 2021 through 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘each 
of fiscal years 2025 through 2029’’; and 

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘2028’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2029’’. 
SEC. 5325. STORM DAMAGE PREVENTION AND RE-

DUCTION, COASTAL EROSION, 
RIVERINE EROSION, AND ICE AND 
GLACIAL DAMAGE, ALASKA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8315 of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 
3783) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by inserting 
‘‘RIVERINE EROSION,’’ after ‘‘COASTAL ERO-
SION,’’; and 

(2) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘riverine 
erosion,’’ after ‘‘coastal erosion,’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) The table of contents in section 2(b) of 

the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (136 Stat. 
2429) is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 8315 and inserting the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘Sec. 8315. Storm damage prevention and re-

duction, coastal erosion, 
riverine erosion, and ice and 
glacial damage, Alaska.’’. 

(2) The table of contents in section 8001(b) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
2022 (136 Stat. 3693) is amended by striking 
the item relating to section 8315 and insert-
ing the following: 
‘‘Sec. 8315. Storm damage prevention and re-

duction, coastal erosion, 
riverine erosion, and ice and 
glacial damage, Alaska.’’. 

SEC. 5326. REHABILITATION OF CORPS OF ENGI-
NEERS CONSTRUCTED DAMS. 

Section 1177 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2016 (33 U.S.C. 467f–2 note; 
Public Law 114–322) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (c) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(c) COST SHARING.—The non-Federal share 
of the cost of a project for rehabilitation of 
a dam under this section, including the cost 
of any required study, shall be the same 
share assigned to the non-Federal interest 
for the cost of initial construction of that 
dam, including provision of all land, ease-
ments, rights-of-way, and necessary reloca-
tions.’’; 

(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) by striking the subsection designation 

and heading and all that follows through 
‘‘The Secretary’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(e) COST LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Secretary’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) CERTAIN DAMS.—The Secretary shall 

not expend more than $100,000,000 under this 
section for the Waterbury Dam Spillway 
Project, Vermont.’’; 

(3) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘fiscal 
years 2017 through 2026’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal 
years 2025 through 2029’’; and 

(4) by striking subsection (g). 
SEC. 5327. EDIZ HOOK BEACH EROSION CONTROL 

PROJECT, PORT ANGELES, WASH-
INGTON. 

The cost-share for operation and mainte-
nance costs for the project for beach erosion 
control, Ediz Hook, Port Angeles, Wash-
ington, authorized by section 4 of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 
15), shall be in accordance with the cost- 
share described in section 101(b)(1) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
U.S.C. 2211(b)(1)). 
SEC. 5328. SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO 

CERTAIN LOUISIANA HURRICANE 
AND COASTAL STORM DAMAGE RISK 
REDUCTION PROJECTS. 

It is the sense of Congress that all efforts 
should be made to extend the scope of the 
project for hurricane and storm damage risk 
reduction, Morganza to the Gulf, Louisiana, 

authorized by section 7002(3) of the Water 
Resources Reform and Development Act of 
2014 (128 Stat. 1368), and the project for hurri-
cane and storm damage risk reduction, 
Upper Barataria Basin, Louisiana, author-
ized by section 8401(3) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3841), in 
order to connect the two projects and realize 
the benefits of continuous hurricane and 
coastal storm damage risk reduction from 
west of Houma in Gibson, Louisiana, to the 
connection with the Hurricane Storm Dam-
age Risk Reduction System around New Or-
leans, Louisiana. 
SEC. 5329. CHESAPEAKE BAY OYSTER RECOVERY 

PROGRAM. 
Section 704(b)(1) of the Water Resources 

Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2263 note; 
Public Law 99–662) is amended, in the second 
sentence, by striking ‘‘$100,000,000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$120,000,000’’. 
SEC. 5330. BOSQUE WILDLIFE RESTORATION 

PROJECT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish a program to carry out appropriate 
planning, design, and construction measures 
for wildfire prevention and restoration in the 
Middle Rio Grande Bosque, including the re-
moval of jetty jacks. 

(b) COST SHARE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the non-Federal share of the 
cost of a project carried out under this sec-
tion shall be in accordance with sections 103 
and 105 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2213, 2215). 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The non-Federal share of 
the cost of a project carried out under this 
section benefitting an economically dis-
advantaged community (as defined pursuant 
to section 160 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Pub-
lic Law 116–260)) shall be 10 percent. 

(c) REPEAL.—Section 116 of the Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Act, 2004 
(117 Stat. 1836), is repealed. 

(d) TREATMENT.—The program authorized 
under subsection (a) shall be considered a 
continuation of the program authorized by 
section 116 of the Energy and Water Develop-
ment Appropriations Act, 2004 (117 Stat. 1836) 
(as in effect on the day before the date of en-
actment of this Act). 
SEC. 5331. EXPANSION OF TEMPORARY RELOCA-

TION ASSISTANCE PILOT PROGRAM. 
Section 8154(g)(1) of the Water Resources 

Development Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3735) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(F) Project for hurricane and storm dam-
age risk reduction, Norfolk, Virginia, au-
thorized by section 401(3) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 
2738).’’. 
SEC. 5332. WILSON LOCK FLOATING GUIDE WALL. 

On the request of the relevant Federal en-
tity, the Secretary shall, to the maximum 
extent practicable, use all relevant authori-
ties to expeditiously provide technical as-
sistance, including engineering and design 
assistance, and cost estimation assistance to 
the relevant Federal entity in order to ad-
dress the impacts to navigation along the 
Tennessee River at the Wilson Lock and 
Dam, Alabama. 
SEC. 5333. DELAWARE INLAND BAYS AND DELA-

WARE BAY COAST COASTAL STORM 
RISK MANAGEMENT STUDY. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED COMMU-

NITY.—The term ‘‘economically disadvan-
taged community’’ has the meaning given 
the term pursuant to section 160 of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 
2201 note; Public Law 116–260)). 

(2) STUDY.—The term ‘‘study’’ means the 
Delaware Inland Bays and Delaware Bay 
Coast Coastal Storm Risk Management 
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Study, authorized by the resolution of the 
Committee on Public Works and Transpor-
tation of the House of Representatives dated 
October 1, 1986, and the resolution of the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate dated June 23, 1988. 

(b) STUDY, PROJECTS, AND SEPARABLE ELE-
MENTS.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, if the Secretary determines that 
the study will benefit 1 or more economi-
cally disadvantaged communities, the non- 
Federal share of the costs of carrying out the 
study, or project construction or a separable 
element of a project authorized based on the 
study, shall be 10 percent. 

(c) COST SHARING AGREEMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall seek to expedite any amend-
ments to any existing cost-share agreement 
for the study in accordance with this sec-
tion. 
SEC. 5334. UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER PLAN. 

Section 1103(e)(4) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 652(e)(4)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘$15,000,000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$25,000,000’’. 
SEC. 5335. REHABILITATION OF PUMP STATIONS. 

Notwithstanding the requirements of sec-
tion 133 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 2327a), for purposes of 
that section, each of the following shall be 
considered to be an eligible pump station (as 
defined in subsection (a) of that section) that 
meets the requirements described in sub-
section (b) of that section: 

(1) The flood control pump station, 
Hockanum Road, Northampton, Massachu-
setts. 

(2) Pointe Celeste Pump Station, 
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana. 
SEC. 5336. NAVIGATION ALONG THE TENNESSEE– 

TOMBIGBEE WATERWAY. 
The Secretary shall, consistent with appli-

cable statutory authorities— 
(1) coordinate with the relevant stake-

holders and communities in the State of Ala-
bama and the State of Mississippi to address 
the dredging needs of the Tennessee– 
Tombigbee Waterway in those States; and 

(2) ensure continued navigation at the 
locks and dams owned and operated by the 
Corps of Engineers located along the Ten-
nessee–Tombigbee Waterway. 
SEC. 5337. GARRISON DAM, NORTH DAKOTA. 

The Secretary shall expedite the review of, 
and give due consideration to, the request 
from the relevant Federal power marketing 
administration that the Secretary apply sec-
tion 1203 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 467n) to the 
project for dam safety at Garrison Dam, 
North Dakota. 
SEC. 5338. SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO 

MISSOURI RIVER PRIORITIES. 
It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-

retary should make publicly available, where 
appropriate, any data used and any decisions 
made by the Corps of Engineers relating to 
the operations of civil works projects within 
the Missouri River Basin in order to ensure 
transparency for the communities in that 
Basin. 
SEC. 5339. SOIL MOISTURE AND SNOWPACK MON-

ITORING. 
Section 511(a)(3) of the Water Resources 

Development Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2753) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2025’’ and inserting 
‘‘2029’’. 
SEC. 5340. CONTRACTS FOR WATER SUPPLY. 

(a) COPAN LAKE, OKLAHOMA.—Section 
8358(b)(2) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3802) is amended 
by striking ‘‘shall not pay more than 110 per-
cent of the initial project investment cost 
per acre-foot of storage for the acre-feet of 
storage space sought under an agreement 
under paragraph (1)’’ and inserting ‘‘, for the 

acre-feet of storage space being sought under 
an agreement under paragraph (1), shall pay 
110 percent of the contractual rate per acre- 
foot of storage in the most recent agreement 
of the City for water supply storage space at 
the project’’. 

(b) STATE OF KANSAS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

amend the contracts described in paragraph 
(2) between the United States and the State 
of Kansas, relating to storage space for 
water supply, to change the method of cal-
culation of the interest charges that began 
accruing on February 1, 1977, on the invest-
ment costs for the 198,350 acre-feet of future 
use storage space and on April 1, 1979, on 
125,000 acre-feet of future use storage from 
compounding interest annually to charging 
simple interest annually on the principal 
amount, until— 

(A) the State of Kansas informs the Sec-
retary of the desire to convert the future use 
storage space to present use; and 

(B) the principal amount plus the accumu-
lated interest becomes payable pursuant to 
the terms of the contracts. 

(2) CONTRACTS DESCRIBED.—The contracts 
referred to in paragraph (1) are the following 
contracts between the United States and the 
State of Kansas: 

(A) Contract DACW41–74–C–0081, entered 
into on March 8, 1974, for the use by the 
State of Kansas of storage space for water 
supply in Milford Lake, Kansas. 

(B) Contract DACW41–77–C–0003, entered 
into on December 10, 1976, for the use by the 
State of Kansas for water supply in Perry 
Lake, Kansas. 
SEC. 5341. REND LAKE, CARLYLE LAKE, AND 

LAKE SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date on which the Secretary re-
ceives a request from the Governor of Illinois 
to terminate a contract described in sub-
section (c), the Secretary shall amend the 
contract to release to the United States all 
rights of the State of Illinois to utilize water 
storage space in the reservoir project to 
which the contract applies. 

(b) RELIEF OF CERTAIN OBLIGATIONS.—On 
execution of an amendment described in sub-
section (a), the State of Illinois shall be re-
lieved of the obligation to pay the percent-
age of the annual operation and maintenance 
expense, the percentage of major replace-
ment cost, and the percentage of major reha-
bilitation cost allocated to the water supply 
storage specified in the contract for the res-
ervoir project to which the contract applies. 

(c) CONTRACTS.—Subsection (a) applies to 
the following contracts between the United 
States and the State of Illinois: 

(1) Contract DACW43–88–C–0088, entered 
into on September 23, 1988, for utilization of 
storage space for water supply in Rend Lake, 
Illinois. 

(2) Contract DA–23–065–CIVENG–65–493, en-
tered into on April 28, 1965, for utilization of 
storage space for water supply in Rend Lake, 
Illinois. 

(3) Contract DACW43–83–C–0008, entered 
into on July 6, 1983, for utilization of storage 
space in Carlyle Lake, Illinois. 

(4) Contract DACW43–83–C–0009, entered 
into on July 6, 1983, for utilization of storage 
space in Lake Shelbyville, Illinois. 
SEC. 5342. DELAWARE COASTAL SYSTEM PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 

is to provide for the collective planning and 
implementation of coastal storm risk man-
agement and hurricane and storm risk reduc-
tion projects in Delaware to provide greater 
efficiency and a more comprehensive ap-
proach to life safety and economic growth. 

(b) DESIGNATION.—The following projects 
for coastal storm risk management and hur-

ricane and storm risk reduction shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Delaware 
Coastal System Program’’ (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Program’’): 

(1) Delaware Bay Coastline, Roosevelt Inlet 
and Lewes Beach, Delaware, authorized by 
section 101(a)(13) of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 1999 (113 Stat. 276). 

(2) Delaware Coast, Bethany Beach and 
South Bethany, Delaware, authorized by sec-
tion 101(a)(15) of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1999 (113 Stat. 276). 

(3) Delaware Coast from Cape Henlopen to 
Fenwick Island, Delaware, authorized by sec-
tion 101(b)(11) of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2000 (114 Stat. 2577). 

(4) Rehoboth Beach and Dewey Beach, 
Delaware, authorized by section 101(b)(6) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
1996 (110 Stat. 3667). 

(5) Indian River Inlet, Delaware. 
(6) The project for hurricane and storm 

damage risk reduction, Delaware Beneficial 
Use of Dredged Material for the Delaware 
River, Delaware, authorized by section 401(3) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
2020 (134 Stat. 2736) and modified by section 
8327(a) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3788) and subsection (e). 

(c) MANAGEMENT.—The Secretary shall 
manage the projects described in subsection 
(b) as components of a single, comprehensive 
system, recognizing the interdependence of 
the projects. 

(d) COST-SHARE.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Federal share of 
the cost of each of the projects described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection (b) 
shall be 80 percent. 

(e) BROADKILL BEACH, DELAWARE.—The 
project for hurricane and storm damage risk 
reduction, Delaware Beneficial Use of 
Dredged Material for the Delaware River, 
Delaware, authorized by section 401(3) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2020 
(134 Stat. 2736) and modified by section 
8327(a) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3788), is modified to in-
clude the project for hurricane and storm 
damage reduction, Delaware Bay coastline, 
Delaware and New Jersey–Broadkill Beach, 
Delaware, authorized by section 101(a)(11) of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
1999 (113 Stat. 275). 
SEC. 5343. MAINTENANCE OF PILE DIKE SYSTEM. 

The Secretary shall continue to maintain 
the pile dike system constructed by the 
Corps of Engineers for the purpose of naviga-
tion along the Lower Columbia River and 
Willamette River, Washington, at Federal 
expense. 
SEC. 5344. CONVEYANCES. 

(a) GENERALLY APPLICABLE PROVISIONS.— 
(1) SURVEY TO OBTAIN LEGAL DESCRIPTION.— 

The exact acreage and the legal description 
of any real property to be conveyed under 
this section shall be determined by a survey 
that is satisfactory to the Secretary. 

(2) APPLICABILITY OF PROPERTY SCREENING 
PROVISIONS.—Section 2696 of title 10, United 
States Code, shall not apply to any convey-
ance under this section. 

(3) COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—An entity to 
which a conveyance is made under this sec-
tion shall be responsible for all reasonable 
and necessary costs, including real estate 
transaction and environmental documenta-
tion costs, associated with the conveyance. 

(4) LIABILITY.— 
(A) HOLD HARMLESS.—An entity to which a 

conveyance is made under this section shall 
hold the United States harmless from any li-
ability with respect to activities carried out, 
on or after the date of the conveyance, on 
the real property conveyed. 

(B) FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY.—The United 
States shall remain responsible for any li-
ability with respect to activities carried out 
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before the date of conveyance on the real 
property conveyed. 

(5) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
The Secretary may require that any convey-
ance under this section be subject to such 
additional terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary considers necessary and appropriate 
to protect the interests of the United States. 

(b) DILLARD ROAD, INDIANA.— 
(1) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-

retary shall convey to the State of Indiana 
all right, title, and interest of the United 
States, together with any improvements on 
the land, in and to the property described in 
paragraph (2). 

(2) PROPERTY.—The property to be con-
veyed under this subsection is the approxi-
mately 11.85 acres of land and road ease-
ments associated with Dillard Road, includ-
ing improvements on that land, located in 
Patoka Township, Crawford County, Indiana. 

(3) DEED.—The Secretary shall convey the 
property under this subsection by quitclaim 
deed under such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary determines appropriate to protect 
the interests of the United States. 

(4) REVERSION.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that the property conveyed under this 
subsection is not used for a public purpose, 
all right, title, and interest in and to the 
property shall revert, at the discretion of the 
Secretary, to the United States. 

(c) PORT OF SKAMANIA, WASHINGTON.— 
(1) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-

retary shall convey to the Port of Skamania, 
Washington, all right, title, and interest of 
the United States, together with any im-
provements on the land, in and to the prop-
erty described in paragraph (2). 

(2) PROPERTY.—The property to be con-
veyed under this subsection is the approxi-
mately 1.6 acres of land designated as ‘‘Lot I- 
2’’, including any improvements on the land, 
located in North Bonneville, Washington, T. 
2 N., R. 7 E., sec. 19, Willamette Meridian. 

(3) CONSIDERATION.—The Port of Skamania, 
Washington, shall pay to the Secretary an 
amount that is not less than the fair market 
value of the property conveyed under this 
subsection, as determined by the Secretary. 
SEC. 5345. EMERGENCY DROUGHT OPERATIONS 

PILOT PROGRAM. 
(a) DEFINITION OF COVERED PROJECT.—In 

this section, the term ‘‘covered project’’ 
means a project— 

(1) that is located in the State of California 
or the State of Arizona; and 

(2)(A) of the Corps of Engineers for which 
water supply is an authorized purpose; or 

(B) for which the Secretary develops a 
water control manual under section 7 of the 
Act of December 22, 1944 (commonly known 
as the ‘‘Flood Control Act of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 
890, chapter 665; 33 U.S.C. 709). 

(b) EMERGENCY OPERATION DURING 
DROUGHT.—Consistent with other authorized 
project purposes and in coordination with 
the non-Federal interest, in operating a cov-
ered project during a drought emergency in 
the project area, the Secretary may carry 
out a pilot program to operate the covered 
project with water supply as the primary 
project purpose. 

(c) UPDATES.—In carrying out this section, 
the Secretary may update the water control 
manual for a covered project to include 
drought operations and contingency plans. 

(d) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall ensure that— 

(1) operations described in that sub-
section— 

(A) are consistent with water management 
deviations and drought contingency plans in 
the water control manual for the covered 
project; 

(B) impact only the flood pool managed by 
the Secretary; and 

(C) shall not be carried out in the event of 
a forecast or anticipated flood or weather 

event that would require flood risk manage-
ment to take precedence; 

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, the 
Secretary uses forecast-informed reservoir 
operations; and 

(3) the covered project returns to the oper-
ations that were in place prior to the use of 
the authority provided under that subsection 
at a time determined by the Secretary, in co-
ordination with the non-Federal interest. 

(e) CONTRIBUTED FUNDS.—The Secretary 
may receive and expend funds contributed by 
a non-Federal interest to carry out activities 
under this section. 

(f) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the pilot program carried 
out under this section. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The Secretary shall in-
clude in the report under paragraph (1) a de-
scription of the activities of the Secretary 
that were carried out for each covered 
project and any lessons learned from car-
rying out those activities. 

(g) LIMITATIONS.—Nothing in this section— 
(1) affects, modifies, or changes the author-

ized purposes of a covered project; 
(2) affects existing Corps of Engineers au-

thorities, including authorities with respect 
to navigation, flood damage reduction, and 
environmental protection and restoration; 

(3) affects the ability of the Corps of Engi-
neers to provide for temporary deviations; 

(4) affects the application of a cost-share 
requirement under section 101, 102, or 103 of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 
1986 (33 U.S.C. 2211, 2212, 2213); 

(5) supersedes or modifies any written 
agreement between the Federal Government 
and a non-Federal interest that is in effect 
on the date of enactment of this Act; 

(6) supersedes or modifies any amendment 
to an existing multistate water control plan 
for the Colorado River Basin, if applicable; 

(7) affects any water right in existence on 
the date of enactment of this Act; 

(8) preempts or affects any State water law 
or interstate compact governing water; 

(9) affects existing water supply agree-
ments between the Secretary and the non- 
Federal interest; or 

(10) affects any obligation to comply with 
the provisions of any Federal or State envi-
ronmental law, including— 

(A) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(B) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); and 

(C) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
SEC. 5346. REHABILITATION OF EXISTING LEV-

EES. 
Section 3017(e) of the Water Resources Re-

form and Development Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 
3303a note; Public Law 113–121) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2028’’ and inserting ‘‘2029’’. 
SEC. 5347. NON-FEDERAL IMPLEMENTATION 

PILOT PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1043(b) of the 

Water Resources Reform and Development 
Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 
113–121) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3)(A)(i)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I), 

by striking ‘‘20’’ and inserting ‘‘30’’; and 
(B) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘5’’ and 

inserting ‘‘15’’; and 
(2) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘each of 

fiscal years 2019 through 2026’’ and inserting 
‘‘each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029’’. 

(b) LOUISIANA COASTAL AREA RESTORATION 
PROJECTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot 
program under section 1043(b) of the Water 
Resources Reform and Development Act of 
2014 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law 113–121), 
the Secretary may include in the pilot pro-
gram a project authorized to be implemented 
under, or in accordance with, title VII of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 
(121 Stat. 1270). 

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—In the case of a project de-
scribed in paragraph (1) for which the non- 
Federal interest has initiated construction 
in accordance with authorities governing the 
provision of in-kind contributions for the 
project, the Secretary shall take into ac-
count the value of any in-kind contributions 
provided by the non-Federal interest for the 
project prior to the date of execution of the 
project partnership agreement under section 
1043(b) of the Water Resources Reform and 
Development Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note; 
Public Law 113–121) for purposes of deter-
mining the non-Federal share of the costs to 
complete construction of the project. 
SEC. 5348. HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM DEMONSTRA-

TION PROGRAM. 
Section 128(c) of the Water Resources De-

velopment Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 610 note; 
Public Law 116–260) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(15) Lake Elsinore, California; and 
‘‘(16) Willamette River, Oregon.’’. 

SEC. 5349. SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO 
MOBILE HARBOR, ALABAMA. 

It is sense of Congress that the Secretary 
should, consistent with applicable statutory 
authorities, coordinate with relevant stake-
holders in the State of Alabama to address 
the dredging and dredging material place-
ment needs associated with the project for 
navigation, Mobile Harbor, Alabama, author-
ized by section 201 of the Flood Control Act 
of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1962d–5) and modified by 
section 309 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2704). 
SEC. 5350. SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO 

PORT OF PORTLAND, OREGON. 
It is sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Port of Portland, Oregon, is the sole 

dredging operator of the federally authorized 
navigation channel in the Columbia River, 
which was authorized by section 101 of the 
River and Harbors Act of 1962 (76 Stat. 1177); 

(2) the Corps of Engineers should continue 
to provide operation and maintenance sup-
port for the Port of Portland, Oregon, includ-
ing for dredging equipment; 

(3) the pipeline dredge of the Port of Port-
land, known as the ‘‘Dredge Oregon’’, was 
built in 1965, 58 years ago, while the average 
age of a dredging vessel in the United States 
is 25 years; and 

(4) Congress commits to ensuring contin-
ued dredging for the Port of Portland. 
SEC. 5351. CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER PROGRAM. 

Section 8144 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2022 (136 Stat. 3724) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘comprehensive plan’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘plans’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘COMPREHENSIVE PLAN’’ and inserting ‘‘IM-
PLEMENTATION PLANS’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘2 years’’ and inserting ‘‘4 

years’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘a comprehensive Chat-

tahoochee River Basin restoration plan to 
guide the implementation of projects’’ and 
inserting ‘‘plans to guide implementation of 
Chattahoochee River Basin restoration 
projects’’; and 
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(3) in subsection (j), by striking ‘‘3 years’’ 

and inserting ‘‘5 years’’. 
SEC. 5352. ADDITIONAL PROJECTS FOR UNDER-

SERVED COMMUNITY HARBORS. 
Section 8132 of the Water Resources Devel-

opment Act of 2022 (33 U.S.C. 2238e) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and for 
purposes of contributing to ecosystem res-
toration’’ before the period at the end; and 

(2) in subsection (h)(1), by striking ‘‘2026’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2029’’. 
SEC. 5353. WINOOSKI RIVER TRIBUTARY WATER-

SHED. 
Section 212(e)(2) of the Water Resources 

Development Act of 1999 (33 U.S.C. 2332(e)(2)) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(L) Winooski River tributary watershed, 
Vermont.’’. 
SEC. 5354. WACO LAKE, TEXAS. 

The Secretary shall, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, expedite the review of, and 
give due consideration to, the request from 
the City of Waco, Texas, that the Secretary 
apply section 147 of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 701q–1) to 
the embankment adjacent to Waco Lake in 
Waco, Texas. 
SEC. 5355. SEMINOLE TRIBAL CLAIM EXTENSION. 

Section 349 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2716) is amended 
in the matter preceding paragraph (1) by 
striking ‘‘2022’’ and inserting ‘‘2027’’. 
SEC. 5356. COASTAL EROSION PROJECT, BARROW, 

ALASKA. 
For purposes of implementing the coastal 

erosion project, Barrow, Alaska, the Sec-
retary may consider the North Slope Bor-
ough to be in compliance with section 402(a) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
1986 (33 U.S.C. 701b–12(a)) on adoption by the 
North Slope Borough Assembly of a flood-
plain management plan to reduce the im-
pacts of future flood events in the immediate 
floodplain area of the project if that plan— 

(1) is approved by the relevant Federal 
agency; and 

(2) was developed in consultation with the 
relevant Federal agency and the Secretary. 
SEC. 5357. COLEBROOK RIVER RESERVOIR, CON-

NECTICUT. 
(a) CONTRACT TERMINATION REQUEST.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date on which the Secretary re-
ceives a request from the Metropolitan Dis-
trict of Hartford County, Connecticut, to 
terminate the contract described in para-
graph (2), the Secretary shall offer to amend 
the contract to release to the United States 
all rights of the Metropolitan District of 
Hartford, Connecticut, to utilize water stor-
age space in the reservoir project to which 
the contract applies. 

(2) CONTRACT DESCRIBED.—The contract re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) and subsection (b) 
is the contract between the United States 
and the Metropolitan District of Hartford 
County, Connecticut, numbered DA-19-016- 
CIVENG-65-203, with respect to the 
Colebrook River Reservoir in Connecticut. 

(b) RELIEF OF CERTAIN OBLIGATIONS.—On 
execution of the amendment described in 
subsection (a)(1), the Metropolitan District 
of Hartford County, Connecticut, shall be re-
lieved of the obligation to pay the percent-
age of the annual operation and maintenance 
expense, the percentage of major replace-
ment cost, and the percentage of major reha-
bilitation cost allocated to the water supply 
storage specified in the contract described in 
subsection (a)(2) for the reservoir project to 
which the contract applies. 
SEC. 5358. SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO 

SHALLOW DRAFT DREDGING IN THE 
CHESAPEAKE BAY. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) shallow draft dredging in the Chesa-
peake Bay is critical for tourism, recreation, 
and the fishing industry and that additional 
dredging is needed; and 

(2) the Secretary should, to the maximum 
extent practicable, use existing statutory 
authorities to address the dredging needs at 
small harbors and channels in the Chesa-
peake Bay. 

SEC. 5359. REPLACEMENT OF CAPE COD CANAL 
BRIDGES. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary is author-
ized to allow the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts to construct the replacement of the 
Bourne Bridge and the Sagamore Bridge, 
Massachusetts. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority provided 

under subsection (a) shall be— 
(A) carried out in accordance with a memo-

randum of understanding entered into by the 
Secretary and the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts; 

(B) subject to the same legal and technical 
requirements as if the construction of the re-
placement of the bridges were carried about 
by the Secretary, and any other conditions 
that the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate; and 

(C) on the condition that the bridges shall 
be conveyed to the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts on completion of the replacement of 
the bridges pursuant to section 109 of the 
River and Harbor Act of 1950 (33 U.S.C. 534). 

(c) CONDITIONS.—Before carrying out the 
construction of the replacement of the 
Bourne Bridge and the Sagamore Bridge, 
Massachusetts, under this section, the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts shall— 

(1) obtain any permit or approval required 
in connection with that replacement under 
Federal or State law; and 

(2) ensure that the environmental impact 
statement or environmental assessment, as 
appropriate, for that replacement is com-
plete. 

(d) REIMBURSEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2) 

and (3) and subsection (e), the Secretary is 
authorized to reimburse the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts for the Corps of Engineers 
contribution of the construction costs for 
the replacement of the Bourne Bridge and 
the Sagamore Bridge, Massachusetts, or a 
portion of the replacement of the bridges, ex-
cept that the total reimbursement for the re-
placement of the bridges shall not exceed 
$250,000,000. 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF APPROPRIATIONS.—The 
total amount of reimbursement described in 
paragraph (1)— 

(A) shall be subject to the availability of 
appropriations; and 

(B) shall not be derived from the previous 
funding provided to the Secretary under title 
I of division D of the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2024 (Public Law 118–42), for 
the Corps of Engineers for the purpose of re-
placing the Bourne Bridge and Sagamore 
Bridge, Massachusetts. 

(3) CERTIFICATION.—Prior to providing a re-
imbursement under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall certify that the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts has carried out the con-
struction of the replacement of the Bourne 
Bridge and the Sagamore Bridge, Massachu-
setts, or a portion of the replacement of the 
bridges in accordance with— 

(A) all applicable permits and approvals; 
and 

(B) this section. 
(e) TOTAL FUNDING.—The total amount of 

funding expended by the Secretary for the 
construction of the replacement of the 
Bourne Bridge and the Sagamore Bridge, 
Massachusetts, shall not exceed $600,000,000. 

SEC. 5360. UPPER ST. ANTHONY FALLS LOCK AND 
DAM, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. 

Section 356(f) of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2020 (134 Stat. 2724) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out 
paragraph (1), as expeditiously as possible 
and to the maximum extent practicable, the 
Secretary shall take all possible measures to 
reduce the physical footprint required for 
easements described in subparagraph (A) of 
that paragraph, including an examination of 
the use of crane barges on the Mississippi 
River.’’. 
SEC. 5361. FLEXIBILITIES FOR CERTAIN HURRI-

CANE AND STORM DAMAGE RISK RE-
DUCTION PROJECTS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the Corps of Engineers incorrectly ap-

plied the nationwide statutory requirements 
and the policies of the agency related to 
easements for communities within the 
boundaries of the Jacksonville District; 

(2) this incorrect application created in-
consistencies, confusion, and challenges with 
carrying out 18 critical hurricane and storm 
damage risk reduction projects in Florida, 
and in order to remedy the situation, the As-
sistant Secretary of the Army for Civil 
Works issued a memorandum that provided 
flexibilities for the easements of those 
projects; and 

(3) those projects need additional assist-
ance going forward, and as such, this section 
provides additional flexibilities and allows 
the projects to transition, on the date of 
their expiration, to the nationwide policies 
and statutory requirements for easements of 
the Corps of Engineers. 

(b) FLEXIBILITIES PROVIDED.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, but 
maintaining any existing easement agree-
ment or executed project partnership agree-
ment for a project described in subsection 
(c), the Secretary may proceed to construc-
tion of a project described in that subsection 
with an easement of not less than 25 years, 
in lieu of the perpetual beach storm damage 
reduction easement standard estate if— 

(1) the project complies with all other ap-
plicable laws and Corps of Engineers policies 
during the term of the easement, including 
the guarantee of a public beach, public ac-
cess, public use, and access for any work nec-
essary and incident to the construction of 
the project, periodic nourishment, and oper-
ation, maintenance, repair, replacement, and 
rehabilitation of the project; and 

(2) the non-Federal interest agrees to pay 
the costs of acquiring easements for periodic 
nourishment of the project after the expira-
tion of the initial easements, for which the 
non-Federal interest may not receive credit 
toward the non-Federal share of the costs of 
the project. 

(c) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—A project re-
ferred to in subsection (b) is any of the fol-
lowing projects for hurricane and storm 
damage risk reduction: 

(1) Brevard County, Canaveral Harbor, 
Florida – North Reach. 

(2) Brevard County, Canaveral Harbor, 
Florida – South Reach. 

(3) Broward County, Florida – Segment II. 
(4) Lee County, Florida – Captiva. 
(5) Lee County, Florida – Gasparilla. 
(6) Manatee County, Florida. 
(7) Martin County, Florida. 
(8) Nassau County, Florida. 
(9) Palm Beach County, Florida – Jupiter/ 

Carlin Segment. 
(10) Palm Beach County, Florida – Mid 

Town. 
(11) Palm Beach County, Florida – Ocean 

Ridge. 
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(12) Pinellas County, Florida – Long Key. 
(13) Pinellas County, Florida – Sand Key 

Segment. 
(14) Pinellas County, Florida – Treasure Is-

land. 
(15) Sarasota County, Florida – Venice 

Beach. 
(16) St. Johns County, Florida – St. Augus-

tine Beach. 
(17) St. Johns County, Florida – Vilano 

Segment. 
(18) St. Lucie County, Florida – Hutchinson 

Island. 
(d) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary shall not 

carry out an additional economic justifica-
tion for a project described in subsection (c) 
on the basis that the project has easements 
for a period of less than 50 years pursuant to 
this section. 

(e) WRITTEN NOTICE.—Not less than 5 years 
before the date of expiration of an easement 
for a project described in subsection (c), the 
Secretary shall provide to the non-Federal 
interest for the project written notice that if 
the easement expires and is not extended 
under subsection (f)— 

(1) the Secretary will not be able— 
(A) to renourish the project under the ex-

isting project authorization; or 

(B) to restore the project to pre-storm con-
ditions under section 5 of the Act of August 
18, 1941 (commonly known as the ‘‘Flood 
Control Act of 1941’’) (55 Stat. 650, chapter 
377; 33 U.S.C. 701n); and 

(2) the non-Federal interest or the applica-
ble State will have the responsibility to re-
nourish or restore the project. 

(f) EXTENSION.—With respect to a project 
described in subsection (c), before the expira-
tion of an easement that has a term of less 
than 50 years and is subject to subsection (b), 
the Secretary may allow the non-Federal in-
terest for the project to extend the ease-
ment, subject to the condition that the ease-
ment and any extensions do not exceed 50 
years in total. 

(g) TEMPORARY EASEMENTS.—In the case of 
a project described in subsection (c) that re-
ceived funding under section 5 of the Act of 
August 18, 1941 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Flood Control Act of 1941’’) (55 Stat. 650, 
chapter 377; 33 U.S.C. 701n), made available 
by a supplemental appropriations Act, or is 
eligible to receive such funding as a result of 
storm damage incurred during fiscal year 
2022, 2023, 2024, 2025, or 2026, the project may 
use 1 or more temporary easements, subject 
to the conditions that— 

(1) the easement lasts for the duration of 
the applicable renourishment agreement; 
and 

(2) the work shall be carried out by not 
later than 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(h) TERMINATION.—The authority provided 
under this section shall terminate, with re-
spect to a project described in subsection (c), 
on the date on which the operations and 
maintenance activities for that project ex-
pire. 

TITLE LIV—PROJECT AUTHORIZATIONS 
SEC. 5401. PROJECT AUTHORIZATIONS. 

The following projects for water resources 
development and conservation and other pur-
poses, as identified in the reports titled ‘‘Re-
port to Congress on Future Water Resources 
Development’’ submitted to Congress pursu-
ant to section 7001 of the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2014 (33 
U.S.C. 2282d) or otherwise reviewed by Con-
gress, are authorized to be carried out by the 
Secretary substantially in accordance with 
the plans, and subject to the conditions, de-
scribed in the respective reports or decision 
documents designated in this section: 

(1) NAVIGATION.— 

A. State B. Name C. Date of Report of 
Chief of Engineers D. Estimated Costs 

1. MD Baltimore Harbor Anchorages and 
Channels, Sea Girt Loop 

June 22, 2023 Federal: $47,956,500 
Non-Federal: $15,985,500 
Total: $63,942,000 

2. CA Oakland Harbor Turning Basins 
Widening 

May 30, 2024 Federal: $408,164,600 
Non-Federal: $200,780,400 
Total: $608,945,000 

3. AK Akutan Harbor Navigational Im-
provements 

July 17, 2024 Federal: $68,100,000 
Non-Federal: $1,700,000 
Total: $69,800,000 

(2) FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT.— 

A. State B. Name C. Date of Decision 
Document D. Estimated Costs 

1. KS Manhattan Levees May 6, 2024 Federal: $29,455,000 
Non-Federal: $15,860,000 
Total: $45,315,000 

(3) HURRICANE AND STORM DAMAGE RISK RE-
DUCTION.— 

A. State B. Name C. Date of Report of 
Chief of Engineers D. Estimated Costs 

1. RI Rhode Island Coastline Storm Risk 
Management 

September 28, 2023 Federal: $188,353,750 
Non-Federal: $101,421,250 
Total: $289,775,000 
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A. State B. Name C. Date of Report of 
Chief of Engineers D. Estimated Costs 

2. FL St. Johns County, Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Coastal Storm Risk Man-
agement 

April 18, 2024 Federal: $49,223,000 
Non-Federal: $89,097,000 
Total: $138,320,000 

3. LA St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana 
Coastal Storm and Flood Risk 
Management 

May 28, 2024 Federal: $3,653,346,450 
Non-Federal: $2,240,881,550 
Total: $5,894,229,000 

4. DC Metropolitan Washington, District of 
Columbia, Coastal Storm Risk 
Management 

June 17, 2024 Federal: $9,899,500 
Non-Federal: $5,330,500 
Total: $15,230,000 

(4) NAVIGATION AND HURRICANE AND STORM 
DAMAGE RISK REDUCTION.— 

A. State B. Name C. Date of Report of 
Chief of Engineers D. Estimated Costs 

1. TX Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, 
Brazoria and Matagorda Counties 

June 2, 2023 Federal: $204,244,000 
Inland Waterways Trust Fund: $109,977,000 
Total: $314,221,000 

(5) FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT AND AQUATIC 
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION.— 

A. State B. Name C. Date of Decision 
Document D. Estimated Costs 

1. MS Memphis Metropolitan Stormwater– 
North DeSoto County 

December 18, 2023 Federal: $44,295,000 
Non-Federal: $23,851,000 
Total: $68,146,000 

(6) MODIFICATIONS AND OTHER PROJECTS.— 

A. State B. Name C. Date of Report or 
Decision Document D. Estimated Costs 

1. NY South Shore Staten Island, Fort 
Wadsworth to Oakwood Beach 
Coastal Storm Risk Management 

February 6, 2024 Federal: $1,730,973,900 
Non-Federal: $363,228,100 
Total: $2,094,202,000 

2. MO University City Branch, River Des 
Peres 

February 9, 2024 Federal: $9,094,000 
Non-Federal: $4,897,000 
Total: $13,990,000 

3. AZ Tres Rios, Arizona Ecosystem Res-
toration Project 

May 28, 2024 Federal: $213,433,000 
Non-Federal: $118,629,000 
Total: $332,062,000 
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SEC. 5402. FACILITY INVESTMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
using amounts available in the revolving 
fund established by the first section of the 
Civil Functions Appropriations Act, 1954 (33 
U.S.C. 576), and not otherwise obligated, the 
Secretary may— 

(1) design and construct an Operations and 
Maintenance Building in Galveston, Texas, 
described in the prospectus submitted to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives on May 22, 2024, 
pursuant to subsection (c) of that section of 
that Act (33 U.S.C. 576(c)), substantially in 
accordance with the prospectus; 

(2) design and construct a warehouse facil-
ity at the Longview Lake Project, Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri, described in the pro-
spectus submitted to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives on May 22, 2024, pursuant to subsection 
(c) of that section of that Act (33 U.S.C. 
576(c)), substantially in accordance with the 
prospectus; 

(3) design and construct facilities, includ-
ing a joint administration building, a main-
tenance building, and a covered boat house, 
at the Corpus Christi Resident Office (Con-
struction) and the Corpus Christi Regulatory 
Field Office, Naval Air Station, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, described in the prospectus 
submitted to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives on 
June 6, 2024, pursuant to subsection (c) of 
that section of that Act (33 U.S.C. 576(c)), 
substantially in accordance with the pro-
spectus; and 

(4) carry out such construction and infra-
structure improvements as are required to 
support the facilities described in paragraphs 
(1) through (3), including any necessary dem-
olition of the existing infrastructure. 

(b) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall ensure that 
the revolving fund established by the first 
section of the Civil Functions Appropria-
tions Act, 1954 (33 U.S.C. 576), is appro-
priately reimbursed from funds appropriated 
for Corps of Engineers programs that benefit 
from the facilities constructed under this 
section. 

SA 3018. Mrs. FISCHER (for herself 
and Mr. TESTER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title II, add the 
following: 
SEC. 249. PROHIBITION ON RESEARCH OR DEVEL-

OPMENT OF CELL CULTURE AND 
OTHER NOVEL METHODS USED FOR 
THE PRODUCTION OF CULTIVATED 
MEAT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act may be 
used for the research or development of cell 
culture or any other novel method used for 
the production of cultivated meat for human 
consumption. 

(b) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 

shall submit to the congressional defense 

committees a report assessing the state of 
research in artificially-produced, cell cul-
tured cultivated meat. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(A) Articulation of the requirements, if 
any, from the military services or combat 
support agencies for cultivated meat for 
human consumption in the near-term (1–3 
years) and mid-term (4–5 years). 

(B) Analysis of the state of maturity of the 
research in the cultivated meat market, in-
cluding the ability of current research to 
satisfy any of the requirements articulated 
under subparagraph (A), including an assess-
ment of the research of key allies and adver-
saries in cultivated meat production. 

(C) Any other matters the Secretary deter-
mines to be appropriate. 

SA 3019. Mr. ROMNEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle I of title V, add the 
following: 
SEC. 597B. STUDY ON SERVICE ELIGIBILITY. 

(a) STUDY.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Defense shall complete a study 
on the eligibility of United States citizens 
aged 17–24 for military service. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under 
subsection (a) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(1) An analysis of historical trends over at 
least 30 years preceding the date of the study 
of the eligibility of United States citizens 
aged 17–24 for military service. 

(2) An analysis of the reasons for ineligi-
bility, including an identification of the per-
centage of citizens who fail to meet eligi-
bility standards for each of the following 
reasons: 

(A) Physical fitness. 
(B) Drug abuse. 
(C) Mental health. 
(D) Other medical issues. 
(E) Aptitude. 
(F) Conduct. 
(3) An analysis of the potential impacts of 

increased rates of social media usage on the 
reasons described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (F) of paragraph (2). 

(4) An analysis of the number of individ-
uals on a yearly basis who seek a waiver for 
one or more reasons of ineligibility, com-
pared to the number of individuals who re-
ceive a waiver and join the relevant military 
service. 

(5) An analysis of the average time it takes 
for each military service to process a request 
for a waiver. 

(6) An analysis of the reasons that waivers 
are not processed more quickly. 

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The study required 
under subsection (a) shall include rec-
ommendations— 

(1) suggesting measures that could be 
taken by Federal and State leaders to de-
crease the percentages of United States citi-
zens failing to meet eligibility standards de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (F) of 
subsection (b)(2); and 

(2) proposing measures that the Depart-
ment of Defense, and Congress, could take to 
improve the waiver process and reduce wait 
times for decisions on waiver requests. 

(d) FEDERALLY FUNDED RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT CENTER.— The Secretary of De-
fense may contract with a federally funded 
research and development center to support 
the completion of the study required under 
subsection (a). 

(e) PUBLIC REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the completion of the study required 
under subsection (a), the Secretary of De-
fense shall publish on a public website of the 
Department of Defense a report containing 
the findings of the study. 

(2) ANNEX.—The Secretary may submit to 
the congressional defense committees a clas-
sified or unclassified annex to the report re-
quired under paragraph (1). 
SEC. 597C. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MAR-

KETING REVIEW. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall complete a re-
view of the advertising and marketing mod-
els used by each of the military services in 
support of recruiting efforts. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The review required under 
subsection (a) shall— 

(1) assess the efficacy of marketing across 
each type of platform used by each service, 
including print, television, radio, internet, 
and social media; 

(2) assess the efficacy of the messaging 
used by each service; and 

(3) include recommendations for each serv-
ice on ways to better reach individuals who 
could be interested in military service. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the 
congressional defense committees a report 
containing the findings of the review de-
scribed required under subsection (a). 

SA 3020. Mr. THUNE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. ASSESSMENT OF TECHNICAL COLLEC-

TION CAPABILITIES OF THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION LOCATED IN 
CUBA AND STRATEGY TO COUNTER 
SUCH CAPABILITIES. 

(a) ASSESSMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act , 
the Director of National Intelligence shall, 
in consultation with the Secretary of De-
fense, submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress an assessment of the technical 
collection capabilities of the People’s Repub-
lic of China and the Russian Federation lo-
cated in Cuba. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) An assessment of current technical ca-
pabilities and potential expansion of such 
technical capabilities. 

(B) An assessment of the counterintel-
ligence risks associated with such technical 
capabilities, including risks to operations at 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

(3) FORM.—The assessment required by 
paragraph (1) may be submitted in classified 
form. 

(b) STRATEGY REQUIRED.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall, in consulta-
tion with the Director of National Intel-
ligence, submit to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a strategy to counter the 
technical collection capabilities of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Russian Fed-
eration located in Cuba. 

(2) FORM.—The strategy required by para-
graph (1) may be submitted in classified 
form. 

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives. 

SA 3021. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2073, to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to 
require agencies to include a list of 
outdated or duplicative reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifica-
tions, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Kids Online Safety and Privacy Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

TITLE I—KEEPING KIDS SAFE ONLINE 
Subtitle A—Kids Online Safety 

Sec. 101. Definitions. 
Sec. 102. Duty of care. 
Sec. 103. Safeguards for minors. 
Sec. 104. Disclosure. 
Sec. 105. Transparency. 
Sec. 106. Research on social media and mi-

nors. 
Sec. 107. Market research. 
Sec. 108. Age verification study and report. 
Sec. 109. Guidance. 
Sec. 110. Enforcement. 
Sec. 111. Kids online safety council. 
Sec. 112. Effective date. 
Sec. 113. Rules of construction and other 

matters. 
Subtitle B—Filter Bubble Transparency 

Sec. 120. Definitions. 
Sec. 121. Requirement to allow users to see 

unmanipulated content on 
internet platforms. 

Subtitle C—Relationship to State Laws; 
Severability 

Sec. 130. Relationship to State laws. 
Sec. 131. Severability. 

TITLE II—CHILDREN AND TEENS’ 
ONLINE PRIVACY 

Sec. 201. Online collection, use, disclosure, 
and deletion of personal infor-
mation of children and teens. 

Sec. 202. Study and reports of mobile and 
online application oversight 
and enforcement. 

Sec. 203. GAO study. 
Sec. 204. Severability. 

TITLE III—ELIMINATING USELESS 
REPORTS 

Sec. 301. Sunsets for agency reports. 
TITLE I—KEEPING KIDS SAFE ONLINE 

Subtitle A—Kids Online Safety 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child’’ means an in-

dividual who is under the age of 13. 

(2) COMPULSIVE USAGE.—The term ‘‘compul-
sive usage’’ means any response stimulated 
by external factors that causes an individual 
to engage in repetitive behavior reasonably 
likely to cause psychological distress. 

(3) COVERED PLATFORM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered plat-

form’’ means an online platform, online 
video game, messaging application, or video 
streaming service that connects to the inter-
net and that is used, or is reasonably likely 
to be used, by a minor. 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The term ‘‘covered plat-
form’’ does not include— 

(i) an entity acting in its capacity as a pro-
vider of— 

(I) a common carrier service subject to the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.) and all Acts amendatory thereof and 
supplementary thereto; 

(II) a broadband internet access service (as 
such term is defined for purposes of section 
8.1(b) of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, 
or any successor regulation); 

(III) an email service; 
(IV) a teleconferencing or video confer-

encing service that allows reception and 
transmission of audio or video signals for 
real-time communication, provided that— 

(aa) the service is not an online platform, 
including a social media service or social 
network; and 

(bb) the real-time communication is initi-
ated by using a unique link or identifier to 
facilitate access; or 

(V) a wireless messaging service, including 
such a service provided through short mes-
saging service or multimedia messaging 
service protocols, that is not a component of, 
or linked to, an online platform and where 
the predominant or exclusive function is di-
rect messaging consisting of the trans-
mission of text, photos or videos that are 
sent by electronic means, where messages 
are transmitted from the sender to a recipi-
ent, and are not posted within an online 
platform or publicly; 

(ii) an organization not organized to carry 
on business for its own profit or that of its 
members; 

(iii) any public or private preschool, ele-
mentary, or secondary school, or any insti-
tution of vocational, professional, or higher 
education; 

(iv) a library (as defined in section 213(1) of 
the Library Services and Technology Act (20 
U.S.C. 9122(1))); 

(v) a news or sports coverage website or 
app where— 

(I) the inclusion of video content on the 
website or app is related to the website or 
app’s own gathering, reporting, or publishing 
of news content or sports coverage; and 

(II) the website or app is not otherwise an 
online platform; 

(vi) a product or service that primarily 
functions as business-to-business software, a 
cloud storage, file sharing, or file collabora-
tion service, provided that the product or 
service is not an online platform; or 

(vii) a virtual private network or similar 
service that exists solely to route internet 
traffic between locations. 

(4) DESIGN FEATURE.—The term ‘‘design 
feature’’ means any feature or component of 
a covered platform that will encourage or in-
crease the frequency, time spent, or activity 
of minors on the covered platform. Design 
features include but are not limited to— 

(A) infinite scrolling or auto play; 
(B) rewards for time spent on the platform; 
(C) notifications; 
(D) personalized recommendation systems; 
(E) in-game purchases; or 
(F) appearance altering filters. 
(5) GEOLOCATION.—The term ‘‘geolocation’’ 

has the meaning given the term ‘‘geolocation 
information’’ in section 1302 of the Children’s 

Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (15 
U.S.C. 6501), as added by section 201(a). 

(6) KNOW OR KNOWS.—The term ‘‘know’’ or 
‘‘knows’’ means to have actual knowledge or 
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances. 

(7) MENTAL HEALTH DISORDER.—The term 
‘‘mental health disorder’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘mental disorder’’ in the Di-
agnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Health Disorders, 5th Edition (or the most 
current successor edition). 

(8) MICROTRANSACTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘microtrans-

action’’ means a purchase made in an online 
video game (including a purchase made using 
a virtual currency that is purchasable or re-
deemable using cash or credit or that is in-
cluded as part of a paid subscription service). 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—Such term includes a pur-
chase involving surprise mechanics, new 
characters, or in-game items. 

(C) EXCLUSIONS.—Such term does not in-
clude— 

(i) a purchase made in an online video 
game using a virtual currency that is earned 
through gameplay and is not otherwise pur-
chasable or redeemable using cash or credit 
or included as part of a paid subscription 
service; or 

(ii) a purchase of additional levels within 
the game or an overall expansion of the 
game. 

(9) MINOR.—The term ‘‘minor’’ means an 
individual who is under the age of 17. 

(10) ONLINE PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘online 
platform’’ means any public-facing website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application that predominantly provides a 
community forum for user generated con-
tent, such as sharing videos, images, games, 
audio files, or other content, including a so-
cial media service, social network, or virtual 
reality environment. 

(11) ONLINE VIDEO GAME.—The term ‘‘online 
video game’’ means a video game, including 
an educational video game, that connects to 
the internet and that allows a user to— 

(A) create and upload content other than 
content that is incidental to gameplay, such 
as character or level designs created by the 
user, preselected phrases, or short inter-
actions with other users; 

(B) engage in microtransactions within the 
game; or 

(C) communicate with other users. 
(12) PARENT.—The term ‘‘parent’’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 1302 of 
the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act 
(15 U.S.C. 6501). 

(13) PERSONAL DATA.—The term ‘‘personal 
data’’ has the same meaning as the term 
‘‘personal information’’ as defined in section 
1302 of the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act (15 U.S.C. 6501). 

(14) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—The term ‘‘personalized recommenda-
tion system’’ means a fully or partially auto-
mated system used to suggest, promote, or 
rank content, including other users, 
hashtags, or posts, based on the personal 
data of users. A recommendation system 
that suggests, promotes, or ranks content 
based solely on the user’s language, city or 
town, or age shall not be considered a per-
sonalized recommendation system. 

(15) SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE.—The 
term ‘‘sexual exploitation and abuse’’ means 
any of the following: 

(A) Coercion and enticement, as described 
in section 2422 of title 18, United States 
Code. 

(B) Child sexual abuse material, as de-
scribed in sections 2251, 2252, 2252A, and 2260 
of title 18, United States Code. 

(C) Trafficking for the production of im-
ages, as described in section 2251A of title 18, 
United States Code. 
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(D) Sex trafficking of children, as de-

scribed in section 1591 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

(16) USER.—The term ‘‘user’’ means, with 
respect to a covered platform, an individual 
who registers an account or creates a profile 
on the covered platform. 
SEC. 102. DUTY OF CARE. 

(a) PREVENTION OF HARM TO MINORS.—A 
covered platform shall exercise reasonable 
care in the creation and implementation of 
any design feature to prevent and mitigate 
the following harms to minors: 

(1) Consistent with evidence-informed med-
ical information, the following mental 
health disorders: anxiety, depression, eating 
disorders, substance use disorders, and suici-
dal behaviors. 

(2) Patterns of use that indicate or encour-
age addiction-like behaviors by minors. 

(3) Physical violence, online bullying, and 
harassment of the minor. 

(4) Sexual exploitation and abuse of mi-
nors. 

(5) Promotion and marketing of narcotic 
drugs (as defined in section 102 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)), to-
bacco products, gambling, or alcohol. 

(6) Predatory, unfair, or deceptive mar-
keting practices, or other financial harms. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Nothing in subsection (a) 
shall be construed to require a covered plat-
form to prevent or preclude any minor 
from— 

(1) deliberately and independently search-
ing for, or specifically requesting, content; 
or 

(2) accessing resources and information re-
garding the prevention or mitigation of the 
harms described in subsection (a). 
SEC. 103. SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS. 

(a) SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS.— 
(1) SAFEGUARDS.—A covered platform shall 

provide a user or visitor that the covered 
platform knows is a minor with readily-ac-
cessible and easy-to-use safeguards to, as ap-
plicable— 

(A) limit the ability of other users or visi-
tors to communicate with the minor; 

(B) prevent other users or visitors, whether 
registered or not, from viewing the minor’s 
personal data collected by or shared on the 
covered platform, in particular restricting 
public access to personal data; 

(C) limit design features that encourage or 
increase the frequency, time spent, or activ-
ity of minors on the covered platform, such 
as infinite scrolling, auto playing, rewards 
for time spent on the platform, notifications, 
and other design features that result in com-
pulsive usage of the covered platform by the 
minor; 

(D) control personalized recommendation 
systems, including the ability for a minor to 
have at least 1 of the following options— 

(i) opt out of such personalized rec-
ommendation systems, while still allowing 
the display of content based on a chrono-
logical format; or 

(ii) limit types or categories of rec-
ommendations from such systems; and 

(E) restrict the sharing of the geolocation 
of the minor and provide notice regarding 
the tracking of the minor’s geolocation. 

(2) OPTION.—A covered platform shall pro-
vide a user that the covered platform knows 
is a minor with a readily-accessible and 
easy-to-use option to limit the amount of 
time spent by the minor on the covered plat-
form. 

(3) DEFAULT SAFEGUARD SETTINGS FOR MI-
NORS.—A covered platform shall provide 
that, in the case of a user or visitor that the 
platform knows is a minor, the default set-
ting for any safeguard described under para-
graph (1) shall be the option available on the 
platform that provides the most protective 

level of control that is offered by the plat-
form over privacy and safety for that user or 
visitor. 

(b) PARENTAL TOOLS.— 
(1) TOOLS.—A covered platform shall pro-

vide readily-accessible and easy-to-use set-
tings for parents to support a user that the 
platform knows is a minor with respect to 
the user’s use of the platform. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The parental tools pro-
vided by a covered platform shall include— 

(A) the ability to manage a minor’s pri-
vacy and account settings, including the 
safeguards and options established under 
subsection (a), in a manner that allows par-
ents to— 

(i) view the privacy and account settings; 
and 

(ii) in the case of a user that the platform 
knows is a child, change and control the pri-
vacy and account settings; 

(B) the ability to restrict purchases and fi-
nancial transactions by the minor, where ap-
plicable; and 

(C) the ability to view metrics of total 
time spent on the covered platform and re-
strict time spent on the covered platform by 
the minor. 

(3) NOTICE TO MINORS.—A covered platform 
shall provide clear and conspicuous notice to 
a user when the tools described in this sub-
section are in effect and what settings or 
controls have been applied. 

(4) DEFAULT TOOLS.—A covered platform 
shall provide that, in the case of a user that 
the platform knows is a child, the tools re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall be enabled 
by default. 

(5) APPLICATION TO EXISTING ACCOUNTS.—If, 
prior to the effective date of this subsection, 
a covered platform provided a parent of a 
user that the platform knows is a child with 
notice and the ability to enable the parental 
tools described under this subsection in a 
manner that would otherwise comply with 
this subsection, and the parent opted out of 
enabling such tools, the covered platform is 
not required to enable such tools with re-
spect to such user by default when this sub-
section takes effect. 

(c) REPORTING MECHANISM.— 
(1) REPORTS SUBMITTED BY PARENTS, MI-

NORS, AND SCHOOLS.—A covered platform 
shall provide— 

(A) a readily-accessible and easy-to-use 
means to submit reports to the covered plat-
form of harms to a minor; 

(B) an electronic point of contact specific 
to matters involving harms to a minor; and 

(C) confirmation of the receipt of such a re-
port and, within the applicable time period 
described in paragraph (2), a substantive re-
sponse to the individual that submitted the 
report. 

(2) TIMING.—A covered platform shall es-
tablish an internal process to receive and 
substantively respond to such reports in a 
reasonable and timely manner, but in no 
case later than— 

(A) 10 days after the receipt of a report, if, 
for the most recent calendar year, the plat-
form averaged more than 10,000,000 active 
users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; 

(B) 21 days after the receipt of a report, if, 
for the most recent calendar year, the plat-
form averaged less than 10,000,000 active 
users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; and 

(C) notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and 
(B), if the report involves an imminent 
threat to the safety of a minor, as promptly 
as needed to address the reported threat to 
safety. 

(d) ADVERTISING OF ILLEGAL PRODUCTS.—A 
covered platform shall not facilitate the ad-
vertising of narcotic drugs (as defined in sec-
tion 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 

U.S.C. 802)), tobacco products, gambling, or 
alcohol to an individual that the covered 
platform knows is a minor. 

(e) RULES OF APPLICATION.— 
(1) ACCESSIBILITY.—With respect to safe-

guards and parental tools described under 
subsections (a) and (b), a covered platform 
shall provide— 

(A) information and control options in a 
clear and conspicuous manner that takes 
into consideration the differing ages, capac-
ities, and developmental needs of the minors 
most likely to access the covered platform 
and does not encourage minors or parents to 
weaken or disable safeguards or parental 
tools; 

(B) readily-accessible and easy-to-use con-
trols to enable or disable safeguards or pa-
rental tools, as appropriate; and 

(C) information and control options in the 
same language, form, and manner as the cov-
ered platform provides the product or service 
used by minors and their parents. 

(2) DARK PATTERNS PROHIBITION.—It shall 
be unlawful for any covered platform to de-
sign, modify, or manipulate a user interface 
of a covered platform with the purpose or 
substantial effect of subverting or impairing 
user autonomy, decision-making, or choice 
with respect to safeguards or parental tools 
required under this section. 

(3) TIMING CONSIDERATIONS.— 
(A) NO INTERRUPTION TO GAMEPLAY.—Sub-

sections (a)(1)(C) and (b)(3) shall not require 
an online video game to interrupt the nat-
ural sequence of game play, such as pro-
gressing through game levels or finishing a 
competition. 

(B) APPLICATION OF CHANGES TO OFFLINE DE-
VICES OR ACCOUNTS.—If a user’s device or user 
account does not have access to the internet 
at the time of a change to parental tools, a 
covered platform shall apply changes the 
next time the device or user is connected to 
the internet. 

(4) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to— 

(A) prevent a covered platform from taking 
reasonable measures to— 

(i) block, detect, or prevent the distribu-
tion of unlawful, obscene, or other harmful 
material to minors as described in section 
102(a); or 

(ii) block or filter spam, prevent criminal 
activity, or protect the security of a plat-
form or service; 

(B) require the disclosure of a minor’s 
browsing behavior, search history, messages, 
contact list, or other content or metadata of 
their communications; 

(C) prevent a covered platform from using 
a personalized recommendation system to 
display content to a minor if the system 
only uses information on— 

(i) the language spoken by the minor; 
(ii) the city the minor is located in; or 
(iii) the minor’s age; or 
(D) prevent an online video game from dis-

closing a username or other user identifica-
tion for the purpose of competitive gameplay 
or to allow for the reporting of users. 

(f) DEVICE OR CONSOLE CONTROLS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section 

shall be construed to prohibit a covered plat-
form from integrating its products or service 
with, or duplicate controls or tools provided 
by, third-party systems, including operating 
systems or gaming consoles, to meet the re-
quirements imposed under subsections (a) 
and (b) relating to safeguards for minors and 
parental tools, provided that— 

(A) the controls or tools meet such require-
ments; and 

(B) the minor or parent is provided suffi-
cient notice of the integration and use of the 
parental tools. 

(2) PRESERVATION OF PROTECTIONS.—In the 
event of a conflict between the controls or 
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tools of a third-party system, including oper-
ating systems or gaming consoles, and a cov-
ered platform, the covered platform is not 
required to override the controls or tools of 
a third-party system if it would undermine 
the protections for minors from the safe-
guards or parental tools imposed under sub-
sections (a) and (b). 
SEC. 104. DISCLOSURE. 

(a) NOTICE.— 
(1) REGISTRATION OR PURCHASE.—Prior to 

registration or purchase of a covered plat-
form by an individual that the platform 
knows is a minor, the platform shall provide 
clear, conspicuous, and easy-to-understand— 

(A) notice of the policies and practices of 
the covered platform with respect to safe-
guards for minors required under section 103; 

(B) information about how to access the 
safeguards and parental tools required under 
section 103; and 

(C) notice about whether the covered plat-
form uses or makes available to minors a 
product, service, or design feature, including 
any personalized recommendation system, 
that poses any heightened risk of harm to 
minors. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.— 
(A) NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—In the 

case of an individual that a covered platform 
knows is a child, the platform shall addition-
ally provide information about the parental 
tools and safeguards required under section 
103 to a parent of the child and obtain 
verifiable consent (as defined in section 
1302(9) of the Children’s Online Privacy Pro-
tection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501(9))) from the par-
ent prior to the initial use of the covered 
platform by the child. 

(B) REASONABLE EFFORT.—A covered plat-
form shall be deemed to have satisfied the 
requirement described in subparagraph (A) if 
the covered platform is in compliance with 
the requirements of the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501 et 
seq.) to use reasonable efforts (taking into 
consideration available technology) to pro-
vide a parent with the information described 
in subparagraph (A) and to obtain verifiable 
consent as required. 

(3) CONSOLIDATED NOTICES.—For purposes of 
this subtitle, a covered platform may con-
solidate the process for providing informa-
tion under this subsection and obtaining 
verifiable consent or the consent of the 
minor involved (as applicable) as required 
under this subsection with its obligations to 
provide relevant notice and obtain verifiable 
consent under the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.). 

(4) GUIDANCE.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion may issue guidance to assist covered 
platforms in complying with the specific no-
tice requirements of this subsection. 

(b) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—A covered platform that operates a 
personalized recommendation system shall 
set out in its terms and conditions, in a 
clear, conspicuous, and easy-to-understand 
manner— 

(1) an overview of how such personalized 
recommendation system is used by the cov-
ered platform to provide information to mi-
nors, including how such systems use the 
personal data of minors; and 

(2) information about options for minors or 
their parents to opt out of or control the per-
sonalized recommendation system (as appli-
cable). 

(c) ADVERTISING AND MARKETING INFORMA-
TION AND LABELS.— 

(1) INFORMATION AND LABELS.—A covered 
platform shall provide clear, conspicuous, 
and easy-to-understand labels and informa-
tion, which can be provided through a link to 
another web page or disclosure, to minors on 
advertisements regarding— 

(A) the name of the product, service, or 
brand and the subject matter of an advertise-
ment; and 

(B) whether particular media displayed to 
the minor is an advertisement or marketing 
material, including disclosure of endorse-
ments of products, services, or brands made 
for commercial consideration by other users 
of the platform. 

(2) GUIDANCE.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion may issue guidance to assist covered 
platforms in complying with the require-
ments of this subsection, including guidance 
about the minimum level of information and 
labels for the disclosures required under 
paragraph (1). 

(d) RESOURCES FOR PARENTS AND MINORS.— 
A covered platform shall provide to minors 
and parents clear, conspicuous, easy-to-un-
derstand, and comprehensive information in 
a prominent location, which may include a 
link to a web page, regarding— 

(1) its policies and practices with respect 
to safeguards for minors required under sec-
tion 103; and 

(2) how to access the safeguards and tools 
required under section 103. 

(e) RESOURCES IN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES.— 
A covered platform shall ensure, to the ex-
tent practicable, that the disclosures re-
quired by this section are made available in 
the same language, form, and manner as the 
covered platform provides any product or 
service used by minors and their parents. 
SEC. 105. TRANSPARENCY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
not less frequently than once a year, a cov-
ered platform shall issue a public report de-
scribing the reasonably foreseeable risks of 
harms to minors and assessing the preven-
tion and mitigation measures taken to ad-
dress such risk based on an independent, 
third-party audit conducted through reason-
able inspection of the covered platform. 

(b) SCOPE OF APPLICATION.—The require-
ments of this section shall apply to a covered 
platform if— 

(1) for the most recent calendar year, the 
platform averaged more than 10,000,000 ac-
tive users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; and 

(2) the platform predominantly provides a 
community forum for user-generated con-
tent and discussion, including sharing vid-
eos, images, games, audio files, discussion in 
a virtual setting, or other content, such as 
acting as a social media platform, virtual re-
ality environment, or a social network serv-
ice. 

(c) CONTENT.— 
(1) TRANSPARENCY.—The public reports re-

quired of a covered platform under this sec-
tion shall include— 

(A) an assessment of the extent to which 
the platform is likely to be accessed by mi-
nors; 

(B) a description of the commercial inter-
ests of the covered platform in use by mi-
nors; 

(C) an accounting, based on the data held 
by the covered platform, of— 

(i) the number of users using the covered 
platform that the platform knows to be mi-
nors in the United States; 

(ii) the median and mean amounts of time 
spent on the platform by users known to be 
minors in the United States who have 
accessed the platform during the reporting 
year on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis; 
and 

(iii) the amount of content being accessed 
by users that the platform knows to be mi-
nors in the United States that is in English, 
and the top 5 non-English languages used by 
users accessing the platform in the United 
States; 

(D) an accounting of total reports received 
regarding, and the prevalence (which can be 

based on scientifically valid sampling meth-
ods using the content available to the cov-
ered platform in the normal course of busi-
ness) of content related to, the harms de-
scribed in section 102(a), disaggregated by 
category of harm and language, including 
English and the top 5 non-English languages 
used by users accessing the platform from 
the United States (as identified under sub-
paragraph (C)(iii)); and 

(E) a description of any material breaches 
of parental tools or assurances regarding mi-
nors, representations regarding the use of 
the personal data of minors, and other mat-
ters regarding non-compliance with this sub-
title. 

(2) REASONABLY FORESEEABLE RISK OF HARM 
TO MINORS.—The public reports required of a 
covered platform under this section shall in-
clude— 

(A) an assessment of the reasonably fore-
seeable risk of harms to minors posed by the 
covered platform, specifically identifying 
those physical, mental, developmental, or fi-
nancial harms described in section 102(a); 

(B) a description of whether and how the 
covered platform uses design features that 
encourage or increase the frequency, time 
spent, or activity of minors on the covered 
platform, such as infinite scrolling, auto 
playing, rewards for time spent on the plat-
form, notifications, and other design fea-
tures that result in compulsive usage of the 
covered platform by the minor; 

(C) a description of whether, how, and for 
what purpose the platform collects or proc-
esses categories of personal data that may 
cause reasonably foreseeable risk of harms 
to minors; 

(D) an evaluation of the efficacy of safe-
guards for minors and parental tools under 
section 103, and any issues in delivering such 
safeguards and the associated parental tools; 

(E) an evaluation of any other relevant 
matters of public concern over risk of harms 
to minors associated with the use of the cov-
ered platform; and 

(F) an assessment of differences in risk of 
harm to minors across different English and 
non-English languages and efficacy of safe-
guards in those languages. 

(3) MITIGATION.—The public reports re-
quired of a covered platform under this sec-
tion shall include, for English and the top 5 
non-English languages used by users access-
ing the platform from the United States (as 
identified under paragraph (2)(C)(iii)))— 

(A) a description of the safeguards and pa-
rental tools available to minors and parents 
on the covered platform; 

(B) a description of interventions by the 
covered platform when it had or has reason 
to believe that harms to minors could occur; 

(C) a description of the prevention and 
mitigation measures intended to be taken in 
response to the known and emerging risks 
identified in its assessment of reasonably 
foreseeable risks of harms to minors, includ-
ing steps taken to— 

(i) prevent harms to minors, including 
adapting or removing design features or ad-
dressing through parental tools; 

(ii) provide the most protective level of 
control over privacy and safety by default; 
and 

(iii) adapt recommendation systems to 
mitigate reasonably foreseeable risk of 
harms to minors, as described in section 
102(a); 

(D) a description of internal processes for 
handling reports and automated detection 
mechanisms for harms to minors, including 
the rate, timeliness, and effectiveness of re-
sponses under the requirement of section 
103(c); 

(E) the status of implementing prevention 
and mitigation measures identified in prior 
assessments; and 
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(F) a description of the additional meas-

ures to be taken by the covered platform to 
address the circumvention of safeguards for 
minors and parental tools. 

(d) REASONABLE INSPECTION.—In con-
ducting an inspection of the reasonably fore-
seeable risk of harm to minors under this 
section, an independent, third-party auditor 
shall— 

(1) take into consideration the function of 
personalized recommendation systems; 

(2) consult parents and youth experts, in-
cluding youth and families with relevant 
past or current experience, public health and 
mental health nonprofit organizations, 
health and development organizations, and 
civil society with respect to the prevention 
of harms to minors; 

(3) conduct research based on experiences 
of minors that use the covered platform, in-
cluding reports under section 103(c) and in-
formation provided by law enforcement; 

(4) take account of research, including re-
search regarding design features, marketing, 
or product integrity, industry best practices, 
or outside research; 

(5) consider indicia or inferences of age of 
users, in addition to any self-declared infor-
mation about the age of users; and 

(6) take into consideration differences in 
risk of reasonably foreseeable harms and ef-
fectiveness of safeguards across English and 
non-English languages. 

(e) COOPERATION WITH INDEPENDENT, THIRD- 
PARTY AUDIT.—To facilitate the report re-
quired by subsection (c), a covered platform 
shall— 

(1) provide or otherwise make available to 
the independent third-party conducting the 
audit all information and material in its pos-
session, custody, or control that is relevant 
to the audit; 

(2) provide or otherwise make available to 
the independent third-party conducting the 
audit access to all network, systems, and as-
sets relevant to the audit; and 

(3) disclose all relevant facts to the inde-
pendent third-party conducting the audit, 
and not misrepresent in any manner, ex-
pressly or by implication, any relevant fact. 

(f) PRIVACY SAFEGUARDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In issuing the public re-

ports required under this section, a covered 
platform shall take steps to safeguard the 
privacy of its users, including ensuring that 
data is presented in a de-identified, aggre-
gated format such that it is not reasonably 
linkable to any user. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section 
shall not be construed to require the disclo-
sure of information that will lead to mate-
rial vulnerabilities for the privacy of users 
or the security of a covered platform’s serv-
ice or create a significant risk of the viola-
tion of Federal or State law. 

(3) DEFINITION OF DE-IDENTIFIED.—As used 
in this subsection, the term ‘‘de-identified’’ 
means data that does not identify and is not 
linked or reasonably linkable to a device 
that is linked or reasonably linkable to an 
individual, regardless of whether the infor-
mation is aggregated 

(g) LOCATION.—The public reports required 
under this section should be posted by a cov-
ered platform on an easy to find location on 
a publicly-available website. 
SEC. 106. RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND MI-

NORS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Federal Trade Commission. 
(2) NATIONAL ACADEMY.—The term ‘‘Na-

tional Academy’’ means the National Acad-
emy of Sciences. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(b) RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA HARMS.— 
Not later than 12 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy, under which the National 
Academy shall conduct no less than 5 sci-
entific, comprehensive studies and reports on 
the risk of harms to minors by use of social 
media and other online platforms, including 
in English and non-English languages. 

(c) MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED.—In con-
tracting with the National Academy, the 
Commission, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall seek to commission separate 
studies and reports, using the Commission’s 
authority under section 6(b) of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46(b)), on 
the relationship between social media and 
other online platforms as defined in this sub-
title on the following matters: 

(1) Anxiety, depression, eating disorders, 
and suicidal behaviors. 

(2) Substance use disorders and the use of 
narcotic drugs, tobacco products, gambling, 
or alcohol by minors. 

(3) Sexual exploitation and abuse. 
(4) Addiction-like use of social media and 

design factors that lead to unhealthy and 
harmful overuse of social media. 

(d) ADDITIONAL STUDY.—Not earlier than 4 
years after enactment, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy under which the National 
Academy shall conduct an additional study 
and report covering the matters described in 
subsection (c) for the purposes of providing 
additional information, considering new re-
search, and other matters. 

(e) CONTENT OF REPORTS.— The comprehen-
sive studies and reports conducted pursuant 
to this section shall seek to evaluate im-
pacts and advance understanding, knowl-
edge, and remedies regarding the harms to 
minors posed by social media and other on-
line platforms, and may include rec-
ommendations related to public policy. 

(f) ACTIVE STUDIES.—If the National Acad-
emy is engaged in any active studies on the 
matters described in subsection (c) at the 
time that it enters into a contract with the 
Commission to conduct a study under this 
section, it may base the study to be con-
ducted under this section on the active 
study, so long as it otherwise incorporates 
the requirements of this section. 

(g) COLLABORATION.—In designing and con-
ducting the studies under this section, the 
Commission, the Secretary, and the National 
Academy shall consult with the Surgeon 
General and the Kids Online Safety Council. 

(h) ACCESS TO DATA.— 
(1) FACT-FINDING AUTHORITY.—The Commis-

sion may issue orders under section 6(b) of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
46(b)) to require covered platforms to provide 
reports, data, or answers in writing as nec-
essary to conduct the studies required under 
this section. 

(2) SCOPE.—In exercising its authority 
under paragraph (1), the Commission may 
issue orders to no more than 5 covered plat-
forms per study under this section. 

(3) CONFIDENTIAL ACCESS.—Notwith-
standing section 6(f) or 21 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46, 57b–2), 
the Commission shall enter in agreements 
with the National Academy to share appro-
priate information received from a covered 
platform pursuant to an order under such 
subsection (b) for a comprehensive study 
under this section in a confidential and se-
cure manner, and to prohibit the disclosure 
or sharing of such information by the Na-
tional Academy. Nothing in this paragraph 
shall be construed to preclude the disclosure 
of any such information if authorized or re-
quired by any other law. 

SEC. 107. MARKET RESEARCH. 
(a) MARKET RESEARCH BY COVERED PLAT-

FORMS.—The Federal Trade Commission, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Com-
merce, shall issue guidance for covered plat-
forms seeking to conduct market- and prod-
uct-focused research on minors. Such guid-
ance shall include— 

(1) a standard consent form that provides 
minors and their parents a clear, con-
spicuous, and easy-to-understand expla-
nation of the scope and purpose of the re-
search to be conducted that is available in 
English and the top 5 non-English languages 
used in the United States; 

(2) information on how to obtain informed 
consent from the parent of a minor prior to 
conducting such market- and product-fo-
cused research; and 

(3) recommendations for research practices 
for studies that may include minors, 
disaggregated by the age ranges of 0-5, 6-9, 
10-12, and 13-16. 

(b) TIMING.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion shall issue such guidance not later than 
18 months after the date of enactment of this 
Act. In doing so, they shall seek input from 
members of the public and the representa-
tives of the Kids Online Safety Council es-
tablished under section 111. 
SEC. 108. AGE VERIFICATION STUDY AND RE-

PORT. 
(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Commerce, in 

coordination with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and the Federal Trade 
Commission, shall conduct a study evalu-
ating the most technologically feasible 
methods and options for developing systems 
to verify age at the device or operating sys-
tem level. 

(b) CONTENTS.—Such study shall consider 
— 

(1) the benefits of creating a device or op-
erating system level age verification system; 

(2) what information may need to be col-
lected to create this type of age verification 
system; 

(3) the accuracy of such systems and their 
impact or steps to improve accessibility, in-
cluding for individuals with disabilities; 

(4) how such a system or systems could 
verify age while mitigating risks to user pri-
vacy and data security and safeguarding mi-
nors’ personal data, emphasizing minimizing 
the amount of data collected and processed 
by covered platforms and age verification 
providers for such a system; 

(5) the technical feasibility, including the 
need for potential hardware and software 
changes, including for devices currently in 
commerce and owned by consumers; and 

(6) the impact of different age verification 
systems on competition, particularly the 
risk of different age verification systems cre-
ating barriers to entry for small companies. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the agen-
cies described in subsection (a) shall submit 
a report containing the results of the study 
conducted under such subsection to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 
SEC. 109. GUIDANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Federal Trade Commission, in consultation 
with the Kids Online Safety Council estab-
lished under section 111, shall issue guidance 
to— 

(1) provide information and examples for 
covered platforms and auditors regarding the 
following, with consideration given to dif-
ferences across English and non-English lan-
guages— 

(A) identifying design features that en-
courage or increase the frequency, time 
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spent, or activity of minors on the covered 
platform; 

(B) safeguarding minors against the pos-
sible misuse of parental tools; 

(C) best practices in providing minors and 
parents the most protective level of control 
over privacy and safety; 

(D) using indicia or inferences of age of 
users for assessing use of the covered plat-
form by minors; 

(E) methods for evaluating the efficacy of 
safeguards set forth in this subtitle; and 

(F) providing additional parental tool op-
tions that allow parents to address the 
harms described in section 102(a); and 

(2) outline conduct that does not have the 
purpose or substantial effect of subverting or 
impairing user autonomy, decision-making, 
or choice, or of causing, increasing, or en-
couraging compulsive usage for a minor, 
such as— 

(A) de minimis user interface changes de-
rived from testing consumer preferences, in-
cluding different styles, layouts, or text, 
where such changes are not done with the 
purpose of weakening or disabling safeguards 
or parental tools; 

(B) algorithms or data outputs outside the 
control of a covered platform; and 

(C) establishing default settings that pro-
vide enhanced privacy protection to users or 
otherwise enhance their autonomy and deci-
sion-making ability. 

(b) GUIDANCE ON KNOWLEDGE STANDARD.— 
Not later than 18 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Federal Trade 
Commission shall issue guidance to provide 
information, including best practices and ex-
amples, for covered platforms to understand 
how the Commission would determine 
whether a covered platform ‘‘had knowledge 
fairly implied on the basis of objective cir-
cumstances’’ for purposes of this subtitle. 

(c) LIMITATION ON FEDERAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION GUIDANCE.— 

(1) EFFECT OF GUIDANCE.—No guidance 
issued by the Federal Trade Commission 
with respect to this subtitle shall— 

(A) confer any rights on any person, State, 
or locality; or 

(B) operate to bind the Federal Trade Com-
mission or any court, person, State, or local-
ity to the approach recommended in such 
guidance. 

(2) USE IN ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS.—In any 
enforcement action brought pursuant to this 
subtitle, the Federal Trade Commission or a 
State attorney general, as applicable— 

(A) shall allege a violation of a provision of 
this subtitle; and 

(B) may not base such enforcement action 
on, or execute a consent order based on, 
practices that are alleged to be inconsistent 
with guidance issued by the Federal Trade 
Commission with respect to this subtitle, un-
less the practices are alleged to violate a 
provision of this subtitle. 
For purposes of enforcing this subtitle, State 
attorneys general shall take into account 
any guidance issued by the Commission 
under subsection (b). 
SEC. 110. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) ENFORCEMENT BY FEDERAL TRADE COM-
MISSION.— 

(1) UNFAIR AND DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of this subtitle shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed 
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-

mission (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Commission’’) shall enforce this subtitle in 
the same manner, by the same means, and 
with the same jurisdiction, powers, and du-
ties as though all applicable terms and provi-

sions of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
(15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were incorporated into 
and made a part of this subtitle. 

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son that violates this subtitle shall be sub-
ject to the penalties, and entitled to the 
privileges and immunities, provided in the 
Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 
et seq.). 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
subtitle shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Commission under any other 
provision of law. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) CIVIL ACTIONS.—In any case in which 

the attorney general of a State has reason to 
believe that a covered platform has violated 
or is violating section 103, 104, or 105, the 
State, as parens patriae, may bring a civil 
action on behalf of the residents of the State 
in a district court of the United States or a 
State court of appropriate jurisdiction to— 

(i) enjoin any practice that violates sec-
tion 103, 104, or 105; 

(ii) enforce compliance with section 103, 
104, or 105; 

(iii) on behalf of residents of the State, ob-
tain damages, restitution, or other com-
pensation, each of which shall be distributed 
in accordance with State law; or 

(iv) obtain such other relief as the court 
may consider to be appropriate. 

(B) NOTICE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Before filing an action 

under subparagraph (A), the attorney gen-
eral of the State involved shall provide to 
the Commission— 

(I) written notice of that action; and 
(II) a copy of the complaint for that action. 
(ii) EXEMPTION.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) shall not apply 

with respect to the filing of an action by an 
attorney general of a State under this para-
graph if the attorney general of the State de-
termines that it is not feasible to provide the 
notice described in that clause before the fil-
ing of the action. 

(II) NOTIFICATION.—In an action described 
in subclause (I), the attorney general of a 
State shall provide notice and a copy of the 
complaint to the Commission at the same 
time as the attorney general files the action. 

(2) INTERVENTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—On receiving notice under 

paragraph (1)(B), the Commission shall have 
the right to intervene in the action that is 
the subject of the notice. 

(B) EFFECT OF INTERVENTION.—If the Com-
mission intervenes in an action under para-
graph (1), it shall have the right— 

(i) to be heard with respect to any matter 
that arises in that action; and 

(ii) to file a petition for appeal. 
(3) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of bring-

ing any civil action under paragraph (1), 
nothing in this subtitle shall be construed to 
prevent an attorney general of a State from 
exercising the powers conferred on the attor-
ney general by the laws of that State to— 

(A) conduct investigations; 
(B) administer oaths or affirmations; or 
(C) compel the attendance of witnesses or 

the production of documentary and other 
evidence. 

(4) ACTIONS BY THE COMMISSION.—In any 
case in which an action is instituted by or on 
behalf of the Commission for violation of 
this subtitle, no State may, during the pend-
ency of that action, institute a separate ac-
tion under paragraph (1) against any defend-
ant named in the complaint in the action in-
stituted by or on behalf of the Commission 
for that violation. 

(5) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.— 
(A) VENUE.—Any action brought under 

paragraph (1) may be brought in— 

(i) the district court of the United States 
that meets applicable requirements relating 
to venue under section 1391 of title 28, United 
States Code; or 

(ii) a State court of competent jurisdic-
tion. 

(B) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action 
brought under paragraph (1) in a district 
court of the United States, process may be 
served wherever defendant— 

(i) is an inhabitant; or 
(ii) may be found. 
(6) LIMITATION.—A violation of section 102 

shall not form the basis of liability in any 
action brought by the attorney general of a 
State under a State law. 
SEC. 111. KIDS ONLINE SAFETY COUNCIL. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Commerce shall establish 
and convene the Kids Online Safety Council 
for the purpose of providing advice on mat-
ters related to this subtitle. 

(b) PARTICIPATION.—The Kids Online Safety 
Council shall include diverse participation 
from— 

(1) academic experts, health professionals, 
and members of civil society with expertise 
in mental health, substance use disorders, 
and the prevention of harms to minors; 

(2) representatives in academia and civil 
society with specific expertise in privacy, 
free expression, access to information, and 
civil liberties; 

(3) parents and youth representation; 
(4) representatives of covered platforms; 
(5) representatives of the National Tele-

communications and Information Adminis-
tration, the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services; 

(6) State attorneys general or their des-
ignees acting in State or local government; 

(7) educators; and 
(8) representatives of communities of so-

cially disadvantaged individuals (as defined 
in section 8 of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 637)). 

(c) ACTIVITIES.—The matters to be ad-
dressed by the Kids Online Safety Council 
shall include— 

(1) identifying emerging or current risks of 
harms to minors associated with online plat-
forms; 

(2) recommending measures and methods 
for assessing, preventing, and mitigating 
harms to minors online; 

(3) recommending methods and themes for 
conducting research regarding online harms 
to minors, including in English and non- 
English languages; and 

(4) recommending best practices and clear, 
consensus-based technical standards for 
transparency reports and audits, as required 
under this subtitle, including methods, cri-
teria, and scope to promote overall account-
ability. 

(d) NON-APPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Kids 
Online Safety Council shall not be subject to 
chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code 
(commonly referred to as the ‘‘Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act’’). 
SEC. 112. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
title, this subtitle shall take effect on the 
date that is 18 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 
SEC. 113. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER 

MATTERS. 
(a) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Noth-

ing in this subtitle shall be construed to— 
(1) preempt section 444 of the General Edu-

cation Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g, com-
monly known as the ‘‘Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974’’) or other 
Federal or State laws governing student pri-
vacy; 
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(2) preempt the Children’s Online Privacy 

Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) 
or any rule or regulation promulgated under 
such Act; 

(3) authorize any action that would con-
flict with section 18(h) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(h)); or 

(4) expand or limit the scope of section 230 
of the Communications Act of 1934 (com-
monly known as ‘‘section 230 of the Commu-
nications Decency Act of 1996’’) (47 U.S.C. 
230). 

(b) DETERMINATION OF ‘‘FAIRLY IMPLIED ON 
THE BASIS OF OBJECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES’’.— 
For purposes of enforcing this subtitle, in 
making a determination as to whether cov-
ered platform has knowledge fairly implied 
on the basis of objective circumstances that 
a specific user is a minor, the Federal Trade 
Commission or a State attorney general 
shall rely on competent and reliable evi-
dence, taking into account the totality of 
the circumstances, including whether a rea-
sonable and prudent person under the cir-
cumstances would have known that the user 
is a minor. 

(c) PROTECTIONS FOR PRIVACY.—Nothing in 
this subtitle, including a determination de-
scribed in subsection (b), shall be construed 
to require— 

(1) the affirmative collection of any per-
sonal data with respect to the age of users 
that a covered platform is not already col-
lecting in the normal course of business; or 

(2) a covered platform to implement an age 
gating or age verification functionality. 

(d) COMPLIANCE.—Nothing in this subtitle 
shall be construed to restrict a covered plat-
form’s ability to— 

(1) cooperate with law enforcement agen-
cies regarding activity that the covered plat-
form reasonably and in good faith believes 
may violate Federal, State, or local laws, 
rules, or regulations; 

(2) comply with a lawful civil, criminal, or 
regulatory inquiry, subpoena, or summons 
by Federal, State, local, or other govern-
ment authorities; or 

(3) investigate, establish, exercise, respond 
to, or defend against legal claims. 

(e) APPLICATION TO VIDEO STREAMING SERV-
ICES.—A video streaming service shall be 
deemed to be in compliance with this sub-
title if it predominantly consists of news, 
sports, entertainment, or other video pro-
gramming content that is preselected by the 
provider and not user-generated, and— 

(1) any chat, comment, or interactive 
functionality is provided incidental to, di-
rectly related to, or dependent on provision 
of such content; 

(2) if such video streaming service requires 
account owner registration and is not pre-
dominantly news or sports, the service in-
cludes the capability— 

(A) to limit a minor’s access to the service, 
which may utilize a system of age-rating; 

(B) to limit the automatic playing of on- 
demand content selected by a personalized 
recommendation system for an individual 
that the service knows is a minor; 

(C) for a parent to manage a minor’s pri-
vacy and account settings, and restrict pur-
chases and financial transactions by a 
minor, where applicable; 

(D) to provide an electronic point of con-
tact specific to matters described in this 
paragraph; 

(E) to offer a clear, conspicuous, and easy- 
to-understand notice of its policies and prac-
tices with respect to the capabilities de-
scribed in this paragraph; and 

(F) when providing on-demand content, to 
employ measures that safeguard against 
serving advertising for narcotic drugs (as de-
fined in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)), tobacco prod-
ucts, gambling, or alcohol directly to the ac-

count or profile of an individual that the 
service knows is a minor. 

Subtitle B—Filter Bubble Transparency 
SEC. 120. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) ALGORITHMIC RANKING SYSTEM.—The 

term ‘‘algorithmic ranking system’’ means a 
computational process, including one derived 
from algorithmic decision-making, machine 
learning, statistical analysis, or other data 
processing or artificial intelligence tech-
niques, used to determine the selection, 
order, relative prioritization, or relative 
prominence of content from a set of informa-
tion that is provided to a user on an online 
platform, including the ranking of search re-
sults, the provision of content recommenda-
tions, the display of social media posts, or 
any other method of automated content se-
lection. 

(2) APPROXIMATE GEOLOCATION INFORMA-
TION.—The term ‘‘approximate geolocation 
information’’ means information that identi-
fies the location of an individual, but with a 
precision of less than 5 miles. 

(3) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Trade Commission. 

(4) CONNECTED DEVICE.—The term ‘‘con-
nected device’’ means an electronic device 
that— 

(A) is capable of connecting to the inter-
net, either directly or indirectly through a 
network, to communicate information at the 
direction of an individual; 

(B) has computer processing capabilities 
for collecting, sending, receiving, or ana-
lyzing data; and 

(C) is primarily designed for or marketed 
to consumers. 

(5) INPUT-TRANSPARENT ALGORITHM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘input-trans-

parent algorithm’’ means an algorithmic 
ranking system that does not use the user- 
specific data of a user to determine the se-
lection, order, relative prioritization, or rel-
ative prominence of information that is fur-
nished to such user on an online platform, 
unless the user-specific data is expressly pro-
vided to the platform by the user for such 
purpose. 

(B) DATA EXPRESSLY PROVIDED TO THE PLAT-
FORM.—For purposes of subparagraph (A), 
user-specific data that is provided by a user 
for the express purpose of determining the 
selection, order, relative prioritization, or 
relative prominence of information that is 
furnished to such user on an online plat-
form— 

(i) shall include user-supplied search 
terms, filters, speech patterns (if provided 
for the purpose of enabling the platform to 
accept spoken input or selecting the lan-
guage in which the user interacts with the 
platform), saved preferences, the resumption 
of a previous search, and the current precise 
geolocation information that is supplied by 
the user; 

(ii) shall include the user’s current approx-
imate geolocation information; 

(iii) shall include data submitted to the 
platform by the user that expresses the 
user’s desire to receive particular informa-
tion, such as the social media profiles the 
user follows, the video channels the user sub-
scribes to, or other content or sources of 
content on the platform the user has se-
lected; 

(iv) shall not include the history of the 
user’s connected device, including the user’s 
history of web searches and browsing, pre-
vious geographical locations, physical activ-
ity, device interaction, and financial trans-
actions; and 

(v) shall not include inferences about the 
user or the user’s connected device, without 
regard to whether such inferences are based 
on data described in clause (i) or (iii). 

(6) ONLINE PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘online 
platform’’ means any public-facing website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application that predominantly provides a 
community forum for user-generated con-
tent, such as sharing videos, images, games, 
audio files, or other content, including a so-
cial media service, social network, or virtual 
reality environment. 

(7) OPAQUE ALGORITHM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘opaque algo-

rithm’’ means an algorithmic ranking sys-
tem that determines the selection, order, rel-
ative prioritization, or relative prominence 
of information that is furnished to such user 
on an online platform based, in whole or 
part, on user-specific data that was not ex-
pressly provided by the user to the platform 
for such purpose. 

(B) EXCEPTION FOR AGE-APPROPRIATE CON-
TENT FILTERS.—Such term shall not include 
an algorithmic ranking system used by an 
online platform if— 

(i) the only user-specific data (including 
inferences about the user) that the system 
uses is information relating to the age of the 
user; and 

(ii) such information is only used to re-
strict a user’s access to content on the basis 
that the individual is not old enough to ac-
cess such content. 

(8) PRECISE GEOLOCATION INFORMATION.— 
The term ‘‘precise geolocation information’’ 
means geolocation information that identi-
fies an individual’s location to within a 
range of 5 miles or less. 

(9) USER-SPECIFIC DATA.—The term ‘‘user- 
specific data’’ means information relating to 
an individual or a specific connected device 
that would not necessarily be true of every 
individual or device. 
SEC. 121. REQUIREMENT TO ALLOW USERS TO 

SEE UNMANIPULATED CONTENT ON 
INTERNET PLATFORMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date 
that is 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act, it shall be unlawful for any person 
to operate an online platform that uses an 
opaque algorithm unless the person complies 
with the requirements of subsection (b). 

(b) OPAQUE ALGORITHM REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subsection with respect to a person that op-
erates an online platform that uses an 
opaque algorithm are the following: 

(A) The person provides users of the plat-
form with the following notices: 

(i) Notice that the platform uses an opaque 
algorithm that uses user-specific data to se-
lect the content the user sees. Such notice 
shall be presented in a clear and conspicuous 
manner on the platform whenever the user 
interacts with an opaque algorithm for the 
first time, and may be a one-time notice that 
can be dismissed by the user. 

(ii) Notice, to be included in the terms and 
conditions of the online platform, in a clear, 
accessible, and easily comprehensible man-
ner that is to be updated whenever the on-
line platform makes a material change, of— 

(I) the most salient features, inputs, and 
parameters used by the algorithm; 

(II) how any user-specific data used by the 
algorithm is collected or inferred about a 
user of the platform, and the categories of 
such data; 

(III) any options that the online platform 
makes available for a user of the platform to 
opt out or exercise options under subpara-
graph (B), modify the profile of the user or to 
influence the features, inputs, or parameters 
used by the algorithm; and 

(IV) any quantities, such as time spent 
using a product or specific measures of en-
gagement or social interaction, that the al-
gorithm is designed to optimize, as well as a 
general description of the relative impor-
tance of each quantity for such ranking. 
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(B) The online platform enables users to 

easily switch between the opaque algorithm 
and an input-transparent algorithm in their 
use of the platform. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection shall be construed to require an 
online platform to disclose any information, 
including data or algorithms— 

(A) relating to a trade secret or other pro-
tected intellectual property; 

(B) that is confidential business informa-
tion; or 

(C) that is privileged. 
(3) PROHIBITION ON DIFFERENTIAL PRICING.— 

An online platform shall not deny, charge 
different prices or rates for, or condition the 
provision of a service or product to a user 
based on the user’s election to use an input- 
transparent algorithm in their use of the 
platform, as provided under paragraph (1)(B). 

(c) ENFORCEMENT BY FEDERAL TRADE COM-
MISSION.— 

(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of this section by an op-
erator of an online platform shall be treated 
as a violation of a rule defining an unfair or 
deceptive act or practice prescribed under 
section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) POWERS OF COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-

mission shall enforce this section in the 
same manner, by the same means, and with 
the same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as 
though all applicable terms and provisions of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
41 et seq.) were incorporated into and made 
a part of this section. 

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates this section shall be subject 
to the penalties and entitled to the privi-
leges and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(C) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to limit the 
authority of the Commission under any 
other provision of law. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION TO PRESERVE 
PERSONALIZED BLOCKS.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to limit or prohibit 
an online platform’s ability to, at the direc-
tion of an individual user or group of users, 
restrict another user from searching for, 
finding, accessing, or interacting with such 
user’s or group’s account, content, data, or 
online community. 

Subtitle C—Relationship to State Laws; 
Severability 

SEC. 130. RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAWS. 
The provisions of this title shall preempt 

any State law, rule, or regulation only to the 
extent that such State law, rule, or regula-
tion conflicts with a provision of this title. 
Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
prohibit a State from enacting a law, rule, or 
regulation that provides greater protection 
to minors than the protection provided by 
the provisions of this title. 
SEC. 131. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title, or an amend-
ment made by this title, is determined to be 
unenforceable or invalid, the remaining pro-
visions of this title and the amendments 
made by this title shall not be affected. 
TITLE II—CHILDREN AND TEEN’S ONLINE 

PRIVACY 
SEC. 201. ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DISCLO-

SURE, AND DELETION OF PERSONAL 
INFORMATION OF CHILDREN AND 
TEENS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1302 of the Chil-
dren’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 
(15 U.S.C. 6501) is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) OPERATOR.—The term ‘operator’— 
‘‘(A) means any person— 

‘‘(i) who, for commercial purposes, in inter-
state or foreign commerce operates or pro-
vides a website on the internet, an online 
service, an online application, or a mobile 
application; and 

‘‘(ii) who— 
‘‘(I) collects or maintains, either directly 

or through a service provider, personal infor-
mation from or about the users of that 
website, service, or application; 

‘‘(II) allows another person to collect per-
sonal information directly from users of that 
website, service, or application (in which 
case, the operator is deemed to have col-
lected the information); or 

‘‘(III) allows users of that website, service, 
or application to publicly disclose personal 
information (in which case, the operator is 
deemed to have collected the information); 
and 

‘‘(B) does not include any nonprofit entity 
that would otherwise be exempt from cov-
erage under section 5 of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 45).’’; 

(2) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) the release of personal information 

collected from a child or teen by an operator 
for any purpose, except where the personal 
information is provided to a person other 
than an operator who— 

‘‘(i) provides support for the internal oper-
ations of the website, online service, online 
application, or mobile application of the op-
erator, excluding any activity relating to in-
dividual-specific advertising to children or 
teens; and 

‘‘(ii) does not disclose or use that personal 
information for any other purpose; and’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 

each place the term appears; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘website or online service’’ 

and inserting ‘‘website, online service, online 
application, or mobile application’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘actual knowledge’’ and 
inserting ‘‘actual knowledge or knowledge 
fairly implied on the basis of objective cir-
cumstances’’; 

(3) by striking paragraph (8) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(8) PERSONAL INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘personal in-

formation’ means individually identifiable 
information about an individual collected 
online, including— 

‘‘(i) a first and last name; 
‘‘(ii) a home or other physical address in-

cluding street name and name of a city or 
town; 

‘‘(iii) an e-mail address; 
‘‘(iv) a telephone number; 
‘‘(v) a Social Security number; 
‘‘(vi) any other identifier that the Commis-

sion determines permits the physical or on-
line contacting of a specific individual; 

‘‘(vii) a persistent identifier that can be 
used to recognize a specific child or teen 
over time and across different websites, on-
line services, online applications, or mobile 
applications, including but not limited to a 
customer number held in a cookie, an Inter-
net Protocol (IP) address, a processor or de-
vice serial number, or unique device identi-
fier, but excluding an identifier that is used 
by an operator solely for providing support 
for the internal operations of the website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application; 

‘‘(viii) a photograph, video, or audio file 
where such file contains a specific child’s or 
teen’s image or voice; 

‘‘(ix) geolocation information; 
‘‘(x) information generated from the meas-

urement or technological processing of an in-
dividual’s biological, physical, or physio-

logical characteristics that is used to iden-
tify an individual, including— 

‘‘(I) fingerprints; 
‘‘(II) voice prints; 
‘‘(III) iris or retina imagery scans; 
‘‘(IV) facial templates; 
‘‘(V) deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) informa-

tion; or 
‘‘(VI) gait; or 
‘‘(xi) information linked or reasonably 

linkable to a child or teen or the parents of 
that child or teen (including any unique 
identifier) that an operator collects online 
from the child or teen and combines with an 
identifier described in this subparagraph. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘personal infor-
mation’ shall not include an audio file that 
contains a child’s or teen’s voice so long as 
the operator— 

‘‘(i) does not request information via voice 
that would otherwise be considered personal 
information under this paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) provides clear notice of its collection 
and use of the audio file and its deletion pol-
icy in its privacy policy; 

‘‘(iii) only uses the voice within the audio 
file solely as a replacement for written 
words, to perform a task, or engage with a 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application, such as to perform a 
search or fulfill a verbal instruction or re-
quest; and 

‘‘(iv) only maintains the audio file long 
enough to complete the stated purpose and 
then immediately deletes the audio file and 
does not make any other use of the audio file 
prior to deletion. 

‘‘(C) SUPPORT FOR THE INTERNAL OPER-
ATIONS OF A WEBSITE, ONLINE SERVICE, ONLINE 
APPLICATION, OR MOBILE APPLICATION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(vii), the term ‘support for the in-
ternal operations of a website, online serv-
ice, online application, or mobile applica-
tion’ means those activities necessary to— 

‘‘(I) maintain or analyze the functioning of 
the website, online service, online applica-
tion, or mobile application; 

‘‘(II) perform network communications; 
‘‘(III) authenticate users of, or personalize 

the content on, the website, online service, 
online application, or mobile application; 

‘‘(IV) serve contextual advertising, pro-
vided that any persistent identifier is only 
used as necessary for technical purposes to 
serve the contextual advertisement, or cap 
the frequency of advertising; 

‘‘(V) protect the security or integrity of 
the user, website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application; 

‘‘(VI) ensure legal or regulatory compli-
ance, or 

‘‘(VII) fulfill a request of a child or teen as 
permitted by subparagraphs (A) through (C) 
of section 1303(b)(2). 

‘‘(ii) CONDITION.—Except as specifically 
permitted under clause (i), information col-
lected for the activities listed in clause (i) 
cannot be used or disclosed to contact a spe-
cific individual, including through indi-
vidual-specific advertising to children or 
teens, to amass a profile on a specific indi-
vidual, in connection with processes that en-
courage or prompt use of a website or online 
service, or for any other purpose.’’; 

(4) by amending paragraph (9) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(9) VERIFIABLE CONSENT.—The term 
‘verifiable consent’ means any reasonable ef-
fort (taking into consideration available 
technology), including a request for author-
ization for future collection, use, and disclo-
sure described in the notice, to ensure that, 
in the case of a child, a parent of the child, 
or, in the case of a teen, the teen— 

‘‘(A) receives direct notice of the personal 
information collection, use, and disclosure 
practices of the operator; and 
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‘‘(B) before the personal information of the 

child or teen is collected, freely and unam-
biguously authorizes— 

‘‘(i) the collection, use, and disclosure, as 
applicable, of that personal information; and 

‘‘(ii) any subsequent use of that personal 
information.’’; 

(5) in paragraph (10)— 
(A) in the paragraph header, by striking 

‘‘WEBSITE OR ONLINE SERVICE DIRECTED TO 
CHILDREN’’ and inserting ‘‘WEBSITE, ONLINE 
SERVICE, ONLINE APPLICATION, OR MOBILE AP-
PLICATION DIRECTED TO CHILDREN’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘website or online service’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—In consid-
ering whether a website, online service, on-
line application, or mobile application, or 
portion thereof, is directed to children, the 
Commission shall apply a totality of cir-
cumstances test and will also consider com-
petent and reliable empirical evidence re-
garding audience composition and evidence 
regarding the intended audience of the 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application.’’; and 

(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(13) CONNECTED DEVICE.—The term ‘con-

nected device’ means a device that is capable 
of connecting to the internet, directly or in-
directly, or to another connected device. 

‘‘(14) ONLINE APPLICATION.—The term ‘on-
line application’— 

‘‘(A) means an internet-connected software 
program; and 

‘‘(B) includes a service or application of-
fered via a connected device. 

‘‘(15) MOBILE APPLICATION.—The term ‘mo-
bile application’— 

‘‘(A) means a software program that runs 
on the operating system of— 

‘‘(i) a cellular telephone; 
‘‘(ii) a tablet computer; or 
‘‘(iii) a similar portable computing device 

that transmits data over a wireless connec-
tion; and 

‘‘(B) includes a service or application of-
fered via a connected device. 

‘‘(16) GEOLOCATION INFORMATION.—The term 
‘geolocation information’ means information 
sufficient to identify a street name and name 
of a city or town. 

‘‘(17) TEEN.—The term ‘teen’ means an in-
dividual who has attained age 13 and is under 
the age of 17. 

‘‘(18) INDIVIDUAL-SPECIFIC ADVERTISING TO 
CHILDREN OR TEENS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘individual- 
specific advertising to children or teens’ 
means advertising or any other effort to 
market a product or service that is directed 
to a specific child or teen or a connected de-
vice that is linked or reasonably linkable to 
a child or teen based on— 

‘‘(i) the personal information from— 
‘‘(I) the child or teen; or 
‘‘(II) a group of children or teens who are 

similar in sex, age, household income level, 
race, or ethnicity to the specific child or 
teen to whom the product or service is mar-
keted; 

‘‘(ii) profiling of a child or teen or group of 
children or teens; or 

‘‘(iii) a unique identifier of the connected 
device. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘individual- 
specific advertising to children or teens’ 
shall not include— 

‘‘(i) advertising or marketing to an indi-
vidual or the device of an individual in re-
sponse to the individual’s specific request for 
information or feedback, such as a child’s or 
teen’s current search query; 

‘‘(ii) contextual advertising, such as when 
an advertisement is displayed based on the 
content of the website, online service, online 
application, mobile application, or connected 
device in which the advertisement appears 
and does not vary based on personal informa-
tion related to the viewer; or 

‘‘(iii) processing personal information sole-
ly for measuring or reporting advertising or 
content performance, reach, or frequency, in-
cluding independent measurement. 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subparagraph (A) shall be construed to pro-
hibit an operator with actual knowledge or 
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances that a user is under 
the age of 17 from delivering advertising or 
marketing that is age-appropriate and in-
tended for a child or teen audience, so long 
as the operator does not use any personal in-
formation other than whether the user is 
under the age of 17.’’. 

(b) ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DISCLOSURE, 
AND DELETION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION OF 
CHILDREN AND TEENS.—Section 1303 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6502) is amended— 

(1) by striking the heading and inserting 
the following: ‘‘ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DIS-
CLOSURE, AND DELETION OF PERSONAL INFORMA-
TION OF CHILDREN AND TEENS.’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It is unlawful for an op-

erator of a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application directed to 
children or for any operator of a website, on-
line service, online application, or mobile ap-
plication with actual knowledge or knowl-
edge fairly implied on the basis of objective 
circumstances that a user is a child or teen— 

‘‘(A) to collect personal information from a 
child or teen in a manner that violates the 
regulations prescribed under subsection (b); 

‘‘(B) except as provided in subparagraphs 
(B) and (C) of section 1302(18), to collect, use, 
disclose to third parties, or maintain per-
sonal information of a child or teen for pur-
poses of individual-specific advertising to 
children or teens (or to allow another person 
to collect, use, disclose, or maintain such in-
formation for such purpose); 

‘‘(C) to collect the personal information of 
a child or teen except when the collection of 
the personal information is— 

‘‘(i) consistent with the context of a par-
ticular transaction or service or the rela-
tionship of the child or teen with the oper-
ator, including collection necessary to fulfill 
a transaction or provide a product or service 
requested by the child or teen; or 

‘‘(ii) required or specifically authorized by 
Federal or State law; or 

‘‘(D) to store or transfer the personal infor-
mation of a child or teen outside of the 
United States unless the operator provides 
direct notice to the parent of the child, in 
the case of a child, or to the teen, in the case 
of a teen, that the child’s or teen’s personal 
information is being stored or transferred 
outside of the United States; or 

‘‘(E) to retain the personal information of 
a child or teen for longer than is reasonably 
necessary to fulfill a transaction or provide 
a service requested by the child or teen ex-
cept as required or specifically authorized by 
Federal or State law.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the header, by striking ‘‘PARENT’’ and 

inserting ‘‘ ‘PARENT OR TEEN’ ’’ 
(ii) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding para-

graph (1)’’ and inserting ‘‘Notwithstanding 
paragraph (1)(A)’’; 

(iii) by striking ‘‘of such a website or on-
line service’’; and 

(iv) by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(1)(B)(iii) to 
the parent of a child’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-

section (b)(1)(B)(iv) to the parent of a child 
or under subsection (b)(1)(C)(iv) to a teen’’; 

(3) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘operator of any website’’ 

and all that follows through ‘‘from a child’’ 
and inserting ‘‘operator of a website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation directed to children or that has actual 
knowledge or knowledge fairly implied on 
the basis of objective circumstances that a 
user is a child or teen’’; 

(II) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘notice on the website’’ 

and inserting ‘‘clear and conspicuous notice 
on the website’’; 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teens’’ after ‘‘chil-
dren’’; 

(cc) by striking ‘‘, and the operator’s’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, the operator’s’’; and 

(dd) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
the rights and opportunities available to the 
parent of the child or teen under subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), and the procedures or 
mechanisms the operator uses to ensure that 
personal information is not collected from 
children or teens except in accordance with 
the regulations promulgated under this para-
graph;’’; 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘parental’’; 
(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teens’’ after ‘‘chil-

dren’’; 
(cc) by striking the semicolon at the end 

and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(IV) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-

lowing new clause: 
‘‘(iii) to obtain verifiable consent from a 

parent of a child or from a teen before using 
or disclosing personal information of the 
child or teen for any purpose that is a mate-
rial change from the original purposes and 
disclosure practices specified to the parent 
of the child or the teen under clause (i);’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘website or online service’’ and in-
serting ‘‘operator’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and the 
method by which the operator obtained the 
personal information, and the purposes for 
which the operator collects, uses, discloses, 
and retains the personal information’’ before 
the semicolon; 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by inserting ‘‘to delete personal infor-

mation collected from the child or content 
or information submitted by the child to a 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application and’’ after ‘‘the oppor-
tunity at any time’’; and 

(bb) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 
semicolon; 

(IV) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv) and inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(iii) the opportunity to challenge the ac-
curacy of the personal information and, if 
the parent of the child establishes the inac-
curacy of the personal information, to have 
the inaccurate personal information cor-
rected;’’; and 

(V) in clause (iv), as so redesignated, by in-
serting ‘‘, if such information is available to 
the operator at the time the parent makes 
the request’’ before the semicolon; 

(iii) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) 
and (D) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively; 

(iv) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) require the operator to provide, upon 
the request of a teen under this subpara-
graph who has provided personal information 
to the operator, upon proper identification of 
that teen— 
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‘‘(i) a description of the specific types of 

personal information collected from the teen 
by the operator, the method by which the op-
erator obtained the personal information, 
and the purposes for which the operator col-
lects, uses, discloses, and retains the per-
sonal information; 

‘‘(ii) the opportunity at any time to delete 
personal information collected from the teen 
or content or information submitted by the 
teen to a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application and to refuse 
to permit the operator’s further use or main-
tenance in retrievable form, or online collec-
tion, of personal information from the teen; 

‘‘(iii) the opportunity to challenge the ac-
curacy of the personal information and, if 
the teen establishes the inaccuracy of the 
personal information, to have the inaccurate 
personal information corrected; and 

‘‘(iv) a means that is reasonable under the 
circumstances for the teen to obtain any per-
sonal information collected from the teen, if 
such information is available to the operator 
at the time the teen makes the request;’’; 

(v) in subparagraph (D), as so redesig-
nated— 

(I) by striking ‘‘a child’s’’ and inserting ‘‘a 
child’s or teen’s’’; and 

(II) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘the 
child’’; and 

(vi) by amending subparagraph (E), as so 
redesignated, to read as follows: 

‘‘(E) require the operator to establish, im-
plement, and maintain reasonable security 
practices to protect the confidentiality, in-
tegrity, and accessibility of personal infor-
mation of children or teens collected by the 
operator, and to protect such personal infor-
mation against unauthorized access.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘verifiable parental con-
sent’’ and inserting ‘‘verifiable consent’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘collected 

from a child’’; 
(II) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘request 

from the child’’; and 
(III) by inserting ‘‘or teen or to contact an-

other child or teen’’ after ‘‘to recontact the 
child’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘parent or child’’ and in-

serting ‘‘parent or teen’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘parental consent’’ each 

place the term appears and inserting 
‘‘verifiable consent’’; 

(iv) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ each place 
the term appears; 

(II) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 

each place the term appears; and 
(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen, as applicable,’’ 

after ‘‘parent’’ each place the term appears; 
and 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘without notice to the 

parent’’ and inserting ‘‘without notice to the 
parent or teen, as applicable,’’; and 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 
each place the term appears; and 

(v) in subparagraph (D)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ each place 
the term appears; 

(II) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ 
after ‘‘child’’; and 

(III) in the flush text following clause 
(iii)— 

(aa) by inserting ‘‘or teen, as applicable,’’ 
after ‘‘parent’’ each place the term appears; 
and 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’; 

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4) and inserting after paragraph (2) 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION TO OPERATORS ACTING 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CIES OR INSTITUTIONS.—The regulations may 
provide that verifiable consent under para-
graph (1)(A)(ii) is not required for an oper-
ator that is acting under a written agree-
ment with an educational agency or institu-
tion (as defined in section 444 of the General 
Education Provisions Act (commonly known 
as the ‘Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act of 1974’) (20 U.S.C. 1232g(a)(3)) that, 
at a minimum, requires the— 

‘‘(A) operator to— 
‘‘(i) limit its collection, use, and disclosure 

of the personal information from a child or 
teen to solely educational purposes and for 
no other commercial purposes; 

‘‘(ii) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution with a notice of the specific types 
of personal information the operator will 
collect from the child or teen, the method by 
which the operator will obtain the personal 
information, and the purposes for which the 
operator will collect, use, disclose, and re-
tain the personal information; 

‘‘(iii) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution with a link to the operator’s online 
notice of information practices as required 
under subsection (b)(1)(A)(i); and 

‘‘(iv) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution, upon request, with a means to re-
view the personal information collected from 
a child or teen, to prevent further use or 
maintenance or future collection of personal 
information from a child or teen, and to de-
lete personal information collected from a 
child or teen or content or information sub-
mitted by a child or teen to the operator’s 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application; 

‘‘(B) representative of the educational 
agency or institution to acknowledge and 
agree that they have authority to authorize 
the collection, use, and disclosure of per-
sonal information from children or teens on 
behalf of the educational agency or institu-
tion, along with such authorization, their 
name, and title at the educational agency or 
institution; and 

‘‘(C) educational agency or institution to— 
‘‘(i) provide on its website a notice that 

identifies the operator with which it has en-
tered into a written agreement under this 
subsection and provides a link to the opera-
tor’s online notice of information practices 
as required under paragraph (1)(A)(i); 

‘‘(ii) provide the operator’s notice regard-
ing its information practices, as required 
under subparagraph (A)(ii), upon request, to 
a parent, in the case of a child, or a parent 
or teen, in the case of a teen; and 

‘‘(iii) upon the request of a parent, in the 
case of a child, or a parent or teen, in the 
case of a teen, request the operator provide 
a means to review the personal information 
from the child or teen and provide the par-
ent, in the case of a child, or parent or teen, 
in the case of the teen, a means to review the 
personal information.’’; 

(D) by amending paragraph (4), as so redes-
ignated, to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) TERMINATION OF SERVICE.—The regula-
tions shall permit the operator of a website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application to terminate service provided to 
a child whose parent has refused, or a teen 
who has refused, under the regulations pre-
scribed under paragraphs (1)(B)(ii) and 
(1)(C)(ii), to permit the operator’s further use 
or maintenance in retrievable form, or fu-
ture online collection of, personal informa-
tion from that child or teen.’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(5) CONTINUATION OF SERVICE.—The regula-
tions shall prohibit an operator from dis-
continuing service provided to a child or 
teen on the basis of a request by the parent 
of the child or by the teen, under the regula-
tions prescribed under subparagraph (B) or 
(C) of paragraph (1), respectively, to delete 
personal information collected from the 
child or teen, to the extent that the operator 
is capable of providing such service without 
such information. 

‘‘(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—A request 
made pursuant to subparagraph (B) or (C) of 
paragraph (1) to delete or correct personal 
information of a child or teen shall not be 
construed— 

‘‘(A) to limit the authority of a law en-
forcement agency to obtain any content or 
information from an operator pursuant to a 
lawfully executed warrant or an order of a 
court of competent jurisdiction; 

‘‘(B) to require an operator or third party 
delete or correct information that— 

‘‘(i) any other provision of Federal or State 
law requires the operator or third party to 
maintain; or 

‘‘(ii) was submitted to the website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation of the operator by any person other 
than the user who is attempting to erase or 
otherwise eliminate the content or informa-
tion, including content or information sub-
mitted by the user that was republished or 
resubmitted by another person; or 

‘‘(C) to prohibit an operator from— 
‘‘(i) retaining a record of the deletion re-

quest and the minimum information nec-
essary for the purposes of ensuring compli-
ance with a request made pursuant to sub-
paragraph (B) or (C); 

‘‘(ii) preventing, detecting, protecting 
against, or responding to security incidents, 
identity theft, or fraud, or reporting those 
responsible for such actions; 

‘‘(iii) protecting the integrity or security 
of a website, online service, online applica-
tion or mobile application; or 

‘‘(iv) ensuring that the child’s or teen’s in-
formation remains deleted. 

‘‘(7) COMMON VERIFIABLE CONSENT MECHA-
NISM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) FEASIBILITY OF MECHANISM.—The Com-

mission shall assess the feasibility, with no-
tice and public comment, of allowing opera-
tors the option to use a common verifiable 
consent mechanism that fully meets the re-
quirements of this title. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—The feasibility as-
sessment described in clause (i) shall con-
sider whether a single operator could use a 
common verifiable consent mechanism to ob-
tain verifiable consent, as required under 
this title, from a parent of a child or from a 
teen on behalf of multiple, listed operators 
that provide a joint or related service. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, the 
Commission shall submit a report to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives with the findings 
of the assessment required by subparagraph 
(A). 

‘‘(C) REGULATIONS.—If the Commission 
finds that the use of a common verifiable 
consent mechanism is feasible and would 
meet the requirements of this title, the Com-
mission shall issue regulations to permit the 
use of a common verifiable consent mecha-
nism in accordance with the findings out-
lined in such report.’’; 

(4) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘a regula-
tion prescribed under subsection (a)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (B), (C), (D), or (E) of 
subsection (a)(1), or of a regulation pre-
scribed under subsection (b),’’; and 
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(5) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(d) RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAW.—The 

provisions of this title shall preempt any 
State law, rule, or regulation only to the ex-
tent that such State law, rule, or regulation 
conflicts with a provision of this title. Noth-
ing in this title shall be construed to pro-
hibit any State from enacting a law, rule, or 
regulation that provides greater protection 
to children or teens than the provisions of 
this title.’’. 

(c) SAFE HARBORS.—Section 1304 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6503) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘and 
teens’’ after ‘‘children’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) PUBLICATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the restric-

tions described in paragraph (2), the Commis-
sion shall publish on the internet website of 
the Commission any report or documenta-
tion required by regulation to be submitted 
to the Commission to carry out this section. 

‘‘(2) RESTRICTIONS ON PUBLICATION.—The re-
strictions described in section 6(f) and sec-
tion 21 of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
(15 U.S.C. 46(f), 57b–2) applicable to the dis-
closure of information obtained by the Com-
mission shall apply in same manner to the 
disclosure under this subsection of informa-
tion obtained by the Commission from a re-
port or documentation described in para-
graph (1).’’. 

(d) ACTIONS BY STATES.—Section 1305 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6504) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-
fore ‘‘any regulation’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 1303(a)(1) or’’ before ‘‘the regulation’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘any regulation’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘that regulation’’. 
(e) ADMINISTRATION AND APPLICABILITY OF 

ACT.—Section 1306 of the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 
6505) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘, in the 

case of’’ and all that follows through ‘‘the 
Board of Directors of the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation;’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘by the appropriate Federal banking 
agency, with respect to any insured deposi-
tory institution (as those terms are defined 
in section 3 of that Act (12 U.S.C. 1813));’’; 
and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (3) through (6) as para-
graphs (2) through (5), respectively; 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘a rule’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘such rule’’ and inserting 

‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or a rule of the Commis-
sion under section 1303’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(f) DETERMINATION OF WHETHER AN OPER-
ATOR HAS KNOWLEDGE FAIRLY IMPLIED ON THE 
BASIS OF OBJECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES.— 

‘‘(1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes 
of enforcing this title or a regulation pro-
mulgated under this title, in making a deter-
mination as to whether an operator has 
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances that a specific user is 
a child or teen, the Commission or State at-
torneys general shall rely on competent and 
reliable evidence, taking into account the 
totality of the circumstances, including 

whether a reasonable and prudent person 
under the circumstances would have known 
that the user is a child or teen. Nothing in 
this title, including a determination de-
scribed in the preceding sentence, shall be 
construed to require an operator to— 

‘‘(A) affirmatively collect any personal in-
formation with respect to the age of a child 
or teen that an operator is not already col-
lecting in the normal course of business; or 

‘‘(B) implement an age gating or age 
verification functionality. 

‘‘(2) COMMISSION GUIDANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Within 180 days of en-

actment, the Commission shall issue guid-
ance to provide information, including best 
practices and examples for operators to un-
derstand the Commission’s determination of 
whether an operator has knowledge fairly 
implied on the basis of objective cir-
cumstances that a user is a child or teen. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—No guidance issued by 
the Commission with respect to this title 
shall confer any rights on any person, State, 
or locality, nor shall operate to bind the 
Commission or any person to the approach 
recommended in such guidance. In any en-
forcement action brought pursuant to this 
title, the Commission or State attorney gen-
eral, as applicable, shall allege a specific vio-
lation of a provision of this title. The Com-
mission or State attorney general, as appli-
cable, may not base an enforcement action 
on, or execute a consent order based on, 
practices that are alleged to be inconsistent 
with any such guidance, unless the practices 
allegedly violate this title. For purposes of 
enforcing this title or a regulation promul-
gated under this title, State attorneys gen-
eral shall take into account any guidance 
issued by the Commission under subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(g) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT.—Any regu-
lations issued under this title shall include a 
description and analysis of the impact of 
proposed and final Rules on small entities 
per the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 (5 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.).’’. 
SEC. 202. STUDY AND REPORTS OF MOBILE AND 

ONLINE APPLICATION OVERSIGHT 
AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) OVERSIGHT REPORT.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Federal Trade Commission shall 
submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce 
of the House of Representatives a report on 
the processes of platforms that offer mobile 
and online applications for ensuring that, of 
those applications that are websites, online 
services, online applications, or mobile ap-
plications directed to children, the applica-
tions operate in accordance with— 

(1) this title, the amendments made by this 
title, and rules promulgated under this title; 
and 

(2) rules promulgated by the Commission 
under section 18 of the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a) relating to unfair 
or deceptive acts or practices in marketing. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT REPORT.—Not later than 
1 year after the date of enactment of this 
Act, and each year thereafter, the Federal 
Trade Commission shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that addresses, at a 
minimum— 

(1) the number of actions brought by the 
Commission during the reporting year to en-
force the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501) (referred to in 
this subsection as the ‘‘Act’’) and the out-
come of each such action; 

(2) the total number of investigations or 
inquiries into potential violations of the Act; 
during the reporting year; 

(3) the total number of open investigations 
or inquiries into potential violations of the 
Act as of the time the report is submitted; 

(4) the number and nature of complaints 
received by the Commission relating to an 
allegation of a violation of the Act during 
the reporting year; and 

(5) policy or legislative recommendations 
to strengthen online protections for children 
and teens. 
SEC. 203. GAO STUDY. 

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Comptroller General’’) shall conduct 
a study on the privacy of teens who use fi-
nancial technology products. Such study 
shall— 

(1) identify the type of financial tech-
nology products that teens are using; 

(2) identify the potential risks to teens’ 
privacy from using such financial technology 
products; and 

(3) determine whether existing laws are 
sufficient to address such risks to teens’ pri-
vacy. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this section, the 
Comptroller General shall submit to Con-
gress a report containing the results of the 
study conducted under subsection (a), to-
gether with recommendations for such legis-
lation and administrative action as the 
Comptroller General determines appropriate. 
SEC. 204. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title, or an amend-
ment made by this title, is determined to be 
unenforceable or invalid, the remaining pro-
visions of this title and the amendments 
made by this title shall not be affected. 

TITLE III—ELIMINATING USELESS 
REPORTS 

SEC. 301. SUNSETS FOR AGENCY REPORTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1125 of title 31, 

United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (d); 
(2) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BUDGET JUSTIFICATION MATERIALS.— 

The term ‘budget justification materials’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 3(b)(2) 
of the Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (31 U.S.C. 6101 note; 
Public Law 109–282). 

‘‘(2) PLAN OR REPORT.—The term ‘plan or 
report’ means any plan or report submitted 
to Congress, any committee of Congress, or 
subcommittee thereof, by not less than 1 
agency— 

‘‘(A) in accordance with Federal law; or 
‘‘(B) at the direction or request of a con-

gressional report. 
‘‘(3) RECURRING PLAN OR REPORT.—The term 

‘recurring plan or report’ means a plan or re-
port submitted on a recurring basis. 

‘‘(4) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COM-
MITTEE.—The term ‘relevant congressional 
committee’— 

‘‘(A) means a congressional committee to 
which a recurring plan or report is required 
to be submitted; and 

‘‘(B) does not include any plan or report 
that is required to be submitted solely to the 
Committee on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives or the Senate. 

‘‘(b) AGENCY IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECES-
SARY REPORTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency 
shall include in the budget justification ma-
terials of the agency the following: 

‘‘(A) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), the 
following: 

‘‘(i) A list of each recurring plan or report 
submitted by the agency. 

‘‘(ii) An identification of whether the re-
curring plan or report listed in clause (i) was 
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included in the most recent report issued by 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
concerning the reports that any agency is re-
quired by law or directed or requested by a 
committee report to make to Congress, any 
committee of Congress, or subcommittee 
thereof. 

‘‘(iii) If applicable, the unique alpha-
numeric identifier for the recurring plan or 
report as required by section 7243(b)(1)(C)(vii) 
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public 
Law 117–263). 

‘‘(iv) The identification of any recurring 
plan or report the head of the agency deter-
mines to be outdated or duplicative. 

‘‘(B) With respect to each recurring plan or 
report identified in subparagraph (A)(iv), the 
following: 

‘‘(i) A recommendation on whether to sun-
set, modify, consolidate, or reduce the fre-
quency of the submission of the recurring 
plan or report. 

‘‘(ii) A citation to each provision of law or 
directive or request in a congressional report 
that requires or requests the submission of 
the recurring plan or report. 

‘‘(iii) A list of the relevant congressional 
committees for the recurring plan or report. 

‘‘(C) A justification explaining, with re-
spect to each recommendation described in 
subparagraph (B)(i) relating to a recurring 
plan or report— 

‘‘(i) why the head of the agency made the 
recommendation, which may include an esti-
mate of the resources expended by the agen-
cy to prepare and submit the recurring plan 
or report; and 

‘‘(ii) the understanding of the head of the 
agency of the purpose of the recurring plan 
or report. 

‘‘(2) AGENCY CONSULTATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In preparing the list re-

quired under paragraph (1)(A), if, in submit-
ting a recurring plan or report, an agency is 
required to coordinate or consult with an-
other agency or entity, the head of the agen-
cy submitting the recurring plan or report 
shall consult with the head of each agency or 
entity with whom consultation or coordina-
tion is required. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSION IN LIST.—If, after a con-
sultation under subparagraph (A), the head 
of each agency or entity consulted under 
that subparagraph agrees that a recurring 
plan or report is outdated or duplicative, the 
head of the agency required to submit the re-
curring plan or report shall— 

‘‘(i) include the recurring plan or report in 
the list described in paragraph (1)(A); and 

‘‘(ii) identify each agency or entity with 
which the head of the agency is required to 
coordinate or consult in submitting the re-
curring plan or report. 

‘‘(C) DISAGREEMENT.—If the head of any 
agency or entity consulted under subpara-
graph (A) does not agree that a recurring 
plan or report is outdated or duplicative, the 
head of the agency required to submit the re-
curring plan or report shall not include the 
recurring plan or report in the list described 
in paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(3) GOVERNMENT-WIDE OR MULTI-AGENCY 
PLAN AND REPORT SUBMISSIONS.—With respect 
to a recurring plan or report required to be 
submitted by not less than 2 agencies, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall— 

‘‘(A) determine whether the requirement to 
submit the recurring plan or report is out-
dated or duplicative; and 

‘‘(B) make recommendations to Congress 
accordingly. 

‘‘(4) PLAN AND REPORT SUBMISSIONS CON-
FORMITY TO THE ACCESS TO CONGRESSIONALLY 
MANDATED REPORTS ACT.—With respect to an 
agency recommendation, citation, or jus-
tification made under subparagraph (B) or 

(C) of paragraph (1) or a recommendation by 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget under paragraph (3), the agency 
or Director, as applicable, shall also provide 
this information to the Director of the Gov-
ernment Publishing Office in conformity 
with the agency submission requirements 
under section 7244(a) of the James M. Inhofe 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 
of title 44 note) in conformity with guidance 
issued by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under section 7244(b) of 
such Act. 

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION ON AGENCY RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Nothing in this section shall 
be construed to exempt the head of an agen-
cy from a requirement to submit a recurring 
plan or report.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘in the budget of the United States 
Government, as provided by section 
1105(a)(37)’’ and inserting ‘‘in the budget jus-
tification materials of each agency’’. 

(b) BUDGET CONTENTS.—Section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, is amended by 
striking paragraph (39). 

(c) CONFORMITY TO THE ACCESS TO CONGRES-
SIONALLY MANDATED REPORTS ACT.— 

(1) AMENDMENT.—Subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 7244 of the James M. Inhofe National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 of title 
44, United States Code, note), are amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(a) SUBMISSION OF ELECTRONIC COPIES OF 
REPORTS.—Not earlier than 30 days or later 
than 60 days after the date on which a con-
gressionally mandated report is submitted to 
either House of Congress or to any com-
mittee of Congress or subcommittee thereof, 
the head of the Federal agency submitting 
the congressionally mandated report shall 
submit to the Director the information re-
quired under subparagraphs (A) through (D) 
of section 7243(b)(1) with respect to the con-
gressionally mandated report. Notwith-
standing section 7246, nothing in this sub-
title shall relieve a Federal agency of any 
other requirement to publish the congres-
sionally mandated report on the online por-
tal of the Federal agency or otherwise sub-
mit the congressionally mandated report to 
Congress or specific committees of Congress, 
or subcommittees thereof. 

‘‘(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section and periodically thereafter as appro-
priate, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, in consultation with the 
Director, shall issue guidance to agencies on 
the implementation of this subtitle as well 
as the requirements of section 1125(b) of title 
31, United States Code.’’. 

(2) UPDATED OMB GUIDANCE.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall issue updated 
guidance to agencies to ensure that the re-
quirements under subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 1125 of title 31, United States Code, 
as amended by this Act, for agency submis-
sions of recommendations and justifications 
for plans and reports to sunset, modify, con-
solidate, or reduce the frequency of the sub-
mission of are also submitted as a separate 
attachment in conformity with the agency 
submission requirements of electronic copies 
of reports submitted by agencies under sec-
tion 7244(a) of the James M. Inhofe National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 of title 
44, United States Code, note) for publication 
on the online portal established under sec-
tion 7243 of such Act. 

SA 3022. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 3021 pro-

posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill S. 
2073, to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative report-
ing requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 3023. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2073, to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to 
require agencies to include a list of 
outdated or duplicative reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifica-
tions, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 2 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 3024. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 3023 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill S. 
2073, to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative report-
ing requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘2 days’’ and insert 
‘‘3 days’’. 

SA 3025. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 3024 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the amend-
ment SA 3023 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER 
to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to require agencies 
to include a list of outdated or duplica-
tive reporting requirements in annual 
budget justifications, and for other 
purposes; as follows: 

On page 1, line ‘, strike ‘‘3 days’’ and insert 
‘‘4 days’’. 

SA 3026. Mr. MULLIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 891. MEDICAL FACILITIES JANITORIAL 

SERVICES CLASSIFICATION AND CAP 
ENHANCEMENT. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Medical Facilities Janitorial 
Services Classification and Cap Enhance-
ment Act’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The COVID–19 pandemic has brought 
unprecedented challenges to healthcare fa-
cilities, necessitating enhanced cleaning and 
sanitation protocols to ensure the safety of 
patients, healthcare workers, and the gen-
eral public. 

(2) Medical facilities, including hospitals, 
have been required to implement stringent 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:17 Jul 24, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00147 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A23JY6.111 S23JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5306 July 23, 2024 
cleaning measures, such as frequent disinfec-
tion of high-touch surfaces, regular deep 
cleaning of patient rooms, and the use of spe-
cialized equipment and chemicals to prevent 
the spread of infectious diseases. 

(3) These heightened cleaning require-
ments have led to a significant increase in 
the demand for janitorial services in medical 
facilities, a sector referred to as ‘‘Medical 
Facilities Janitorial’’. 

(4) The increased demand for janitorial 
services in medical facilities has resulted in 
substantial cost escalations. Janitorial serv-
ice providers have had to invest in additional 
staff, specialized training, and equipment to 
meet the rigorous cleaning standards, lead-
ing to rising operational expenses. 

(5) The cost disparity between providing 
janitorial services to medical facilities and 
‘‘General Janitorial’’ services for other com-
mercial spaces has continued to grow during 
the pandemic. 

(6) The cost difference can be attributed to 
the distinct and heightened cleaning require-
ments in medical facilities, including the 
need for specialized cleaning equipment, 
highly trained personnel, and the use of spe-
cific disinfectants and sanitization methods. 

(7) Office environments, by contrast, have 
experienced a decrease in demand due to re-
mote work, resulting in reduced janitorial 
costs. 

(8) Currently, both ‘‘Medical Facilities 
Janitorial’’ services and ‘‘General Jani-
torial’’ services fall under the same North 
American Industry Classification System 
(NAICS) code, failing to accurately differen-
tiate between the distinct cleaning require-
ments and cost structures of these two sec-
tors. 

(9) The current NAICS code classification 
system does not adequately reflect the in-
creased cost burden faced by janitorial serv-
ice providers operating within healthcare fa-
cilities. 

(10) Addressing the issue of NAICS code 
classification is crucial to ensuring that the 
unique challenges and financial burdens 
faced by janitorial service providers in med-
ical facilities are accurately accounted for 
and properly addressed. 

(b) PURPOSE.—To address the continued 
disparity in cost, it is the intent of Congress 
break out a code for janitorial services of 
medical facilities from all other janitorial 
services included in the current NAICS code. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section 
(1) NAICS.—The term ‘‘NAICS’’ means the 

North American Industry Classification Sys-
tem, a standard for classifying business es-
tablishments by their primary economic ac-
tivity. 

(2) MEDICAL FACILITIES JANITORIAL SERV-
ICES.—The term ‘‘medical facilities jani-
torial services’’ means the cleaning and 
maintenance services provided specifically 
within medical facilities, including hos-
pitals, clinics, laboratories, and other 
healthcare facilities. 

(d) SEPARATE NAICS CODE FOR ‘‘MEDICAL 
FACILITIES JANITORIAL’’ SERVICES.—The Of-
fice of Management and Budget shall create 
a separate NAICS code from the 561720 code 
specifically for ‘‘Medical Facilities Jani-
torial’’ services within the NAICS. The new 
NAICS code shall accurately capture the 
unique nature and requirements of cleaning 
and maintenance services within medical fa-
cilities. 

(e) HIGHER CAP FOR ‘‘MEDICAL FACILITIES 
JANITORIAL’’ SERVICES.—The Small Business 
Administration shall establish a higher cap 
for the ‘‘Medical Facilities Janitorial’’ 
NAICS code, in recognition of the increased 
costs, regulatory compliance requirements, 
sanitation standards, and specialized equip-
ment and training associated with medical 
facilities janitorial services. The cap for the 

‘‘Medical Facilities Janitorial’’ NAICS code 
shall be set at twice the amount currently 
assigned to NAICS code 5720, the general 
janitorial services NAICS code. 

(f) USE OF ‘‘MEDICAL FACILITIES JANI-
TORIAL’’ NAICS CODE IN CONTRACT AWARDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Contracting officers at 
Federal agencies shall be required to use the 
‘‘Medical Facilities Janitorial’’ NAICS code 
established under section (d) when awarding 
contracts for medical facilities janitorial 
services. 

(2) DETERMINATIONS NOT TO USE NAICS 
CODE.— 

(A) WRITTEN EXPLANATION REQUIRED.—Con-
tracting officers who determine that the use 
of the ‘‘Medical Facilities Janitorial’’ NAICS 
code is not appropriate for such a contract 
shall provide a written explanation justi-
fying the use of an alternative NAICS code. 

(B) REVIEW OF DETERMINATIONS.—A deter-
mination and written explanation described 
in subparagraph (A) shall be subject to re-
view and signoff by the head of the con-
tracting agency or a designated senior offi-
cial within the agency. The head of the con-
tracting agency or designated senior official 
shall review the written explanation and as-
sess whether the use of an alternative NAICS 
code is justified based on the specific cir-
cumstances of the contract. 

(C) CONSISTENCY.—The review process re-
quired under this paragraph shall ensure 
proper justification and oversight to main-
tain consistency and accuracy in the classi-
fication and awarding of contracts for med-
ical facilities janitorial services. 

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on the date of the enactment of 
this Act and apply to contracts awarded on 
or after such date. 

SA 3027. Mr. BENNET (for himself, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. COONS, and Mr. 
TILLIS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle H of 
title X, add the following: 
SEC. lll. EXPANSION OF ADVANCED MANUFAC-

TURING INVESTMENT CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section 

48D(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) ADVANCED MANUFACTURING FACILITY.— 
The term ‘advanced manufacturing facility’ 
means a facility for which the primary pur-
pose is the manufacturing of— 

‘‘(A) semiconductors, 
‘‘(B) semiconductor manufacturing equip-

ment, or 
‘‘(C) materials integral to the manufac-

turing of semiconductors or semiconductor 
manufacturing equipment.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
the construction of which begins after De-
cember 31, 2024. 

SA 3028. Mr. PETERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-

tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title II, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. LARGE AND MEDIUM FIXED-WING UN-

MANNED AIRCRAFT AND UNMANNED 
AIRCRAFT SYSTEM PILOT PROGRAM. 

(a) PILOT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary shall, in coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, carry out a pilot program to assess 
the feasibility and advisability of conducting 
flights of large and medium unmanned air-
craft and unmanned aircraft systems in 
high- or medium-density complex airspace 
environments. 

(b) LOCATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry 

out a pilot program under subsection (a) in 
the United States. 

(2) INSTALLATIONS.—In carrying out the 
pilot program required by subsection (a), the 
Secretary may select 5 installations of the 
Air Force or the Air National Guard from 
which unmanned aircraft and unmanned air-
craft systems participating in the pilot pro-
gram may depart, arrive, and be housed. 

(c) TESTING.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall test large and medium un-
manned aircraft and unmanned aircraft sys-
tems operations and advanced air mobility 
airspace integration, flight verification, and 
validation. 

(d) USE OF AIRCRAFT.—In carrying out the 
pilot program required by subsection (a), the 
Secretary may use large and medium un-
manned aircraft and unmanned aircraft sys-
tems procured by the Department of Defense. 

(e) COORDINATION WITH OTHER AGENCY 
HEADS.—In carrying out the pilot program 
required by subsection (a), the Secretary 
may coordinate with the heads of other Ex-
ecutive agencies to conduct joint large and 
medium unmanned aircraft and unmanned 
aircraft system operations using the un-
manned aircraft and unmanned aircraft sys-
tems and facilities of the respective Execu-
tive agency at the pilot program locations 
selected by the Secretary for purposes of the 
pilot program, subject to the approval of 
those heads of other Executive agencies. 

(f) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and annually thereafter for 4 years, the 
Secretary and the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration shall jointly 
provide a briefing to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress on the activities carried 
out under this section. 

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to affect the 
existing authorities of the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration related 
to unmanned aircraft system integration or 
the safety and efficiency of the national air-
space system. 

(h) TERMINATION.— The requirement to 
carry out the pilot program authorized by 
subsection (a) shall terminate 6 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘advanced air mobility’’ has 

the meaning given the term in section 2(i) of 
the Advanced Air Mobility Coordination and 
Leadership Act (Public Law 117–203; 49 U.S.C. 
40101 note). 

(2) The term ‘‘appropriate committees of 
Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives. 

(3) The term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Defense. 
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(4) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of Defense. 
(5) The terms ‘‘unmanned aircraft’’ and 

‘‘unmanned aircraft system’’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code. 

SA 3029. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
§ lll. Flexibilities for Federal employees 

who are spouses of a member of the Armed 
Forces or the Foreign Service 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 

63 of title 5, United States Code, is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 6329e. Permanent change of station leave 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’— 
‘‘(A) means each agency, office, or other 

establishment in the executive, legislative, 
or judicial branch of the Federal Govern-
ment; and 

‘‘(B) includes— 
‘‘(i) each nonappropriated fund instrumen-

tality of the United States, including each 
instrumentality described in section 2105(c) 
of title 5, United States Code; 

‘‘(ii) the United States Postal Service; and 
‘‘(iii) the Postal Regulatory Commission. 
‘‘(2) ARMED FORCES.—The term ‘Armed 

Forces’ has the meaning given the term 
‘armed forces’ in section 2101. 

‘‘(3) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘cov-
ered individual’ means an individual who— 

‘‘(A) is the spouse of— 
‘‘(i) a member of the Armed Forces; or 
‘‘(ii) a member of the Foreign Service; 
‘‘(B) is an employee; and 
‘‘(C) relocates because the spouse of the in-

dividual, as described in subparagraph (A), is 
subject to a permanent change of station. 

‘‘(4) EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘employee’ in-
cludes— 

‘‘(A) an individual employed on a tem-
porary or term basis; and 

‘‘(B) an employee of the United States 
Postal Service or the Postal Regulatory 
Commission. 

‘‘(5) MEMBER OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE.—The 
term ‘member of the Foreign Service’— 

‘‘(A) means an individual described in sec-
tion 103 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 
U.S.C. 3903); and 

‘‘(B) includes an individual serving in an 
agency other than the Department of State 
that is utilizing the Foreign Service per-
sonnel system in accordance with section 202 
of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 
3922). 

‘‘(6) PAID LEAVE.—The term ‘paid leave’ 
means, with respect to an employee, leave 
without loss of or reduction in— 

‘‘(A) pay; 
‘‘(B) leave to which the employee is other-

wise entitled under law; or 
‘‘(C) credit for time or service. 
‘‘(7) PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION.—The 

term ‘permanent change of station’ means, 
with respect to a member of the Armed 
Forces or a member of the Foreign Service— 

‘‘(A) a permanent change of duty station; 
or 

‘‘(B) a change in homeport of a vessel, ship- 
based squadron or staff, or mobile unit. 

‘‘(b) PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION 
LEAVE.— 

‘‘(1) ENTITLEMENT TO LEAVE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A covered individual 

shall be entitled to 40 hours of paid leave be-
cause of the permanent change of station of 
the spouse of the covered individual. 

‘‘(B) DISCRETION TO GRANT ADDITIONAL 
LEAVE.—In accordance with agency policy, 
the head of the agency employing a covered 
individual may grant leave to the covered in-
dividual that is— 

‘‘(i) in addition to the leave to which the 
covered individual is entitled under subpara-
graph (A); and 

‘‘(ii) for the purpose described in subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(2) SCHEDULE.—A covered individual may 
take leave under paragraph (1) intermit-
tently or on a reduced leave schedule. 

‘‘(3) NOTICE.—A covered individual taking 
leave under paragraph (1) shall provide the 
agency employing the covered individual 
with such notice regarding the taking of 
that leave as is reasonable and practicable.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for subchapter 
II of chapter 63 of title 5, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘6329e. Permanent change of station leave.’’. 

SA 3030. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 302. INCREASE OF AMOUNTS AVAILABLE 

FOR THE AIR FORCE FOR OPER-
ATION AND MAINTENANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amount authorized 
to be appropriated in section 301 for oper-
ation and maintenance for the Air Force, as 
specified in the corresponding funding table 
in section 4301, is hereby increased by 
$20,000,000. 

(b) OFFSET.—The amount authorized to be 
appropriated in section 201 for research, de-
velopment, test, and evaluation defense- 
wide, as specified in the corresponding fund-
ing table in section 4201, is hereby decreased 
by $20,000,000, with the amount of such de-
crease to be derived from amounts available 
for the Strategic Environmental Research 
Program. 

SA 3031. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 324. PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF CERTAIN IN-

FORMATION RELATING TO DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE PFAS CLEANUP 
ACTIVITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall make publicly available on the website 
required under section 331(b) of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2020 (Public Law 116–92; 10 U.S.C. 2701 note) 
timely and regularly updated information on 
the status and schedule of the cleanup ac-
tivities at installations where the Secretary 
has obligated amounts for environmental 
restoration activities to address the release 
of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances (in this section referred to as 
‘‘PFAS’’). 

(b) SPECIFIC INFORMATION.—Not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall ensure that the 
following information is available on the 
website specified in subsection (a) for each 
installation described in such subsection: 

(1) A schedule of future off-site drinking 
water sampling efforts and results of off-site 
drinking water sampling for PFAS. 

(2) The number of off-site private drinking 
water wells in which the Secretary has de-
tected PFAS attributable to activities of the 
Department of Defense that is more than a 
Federal drinking water standard. 

(3) A description of measures undertaken 
or planned to mitigate the migration of 
PFAS-affected groundwater from the instal-
lation at levels that are more than Federal 
drinking water standards, including a sched-
ule for the implementation of such measures. 

(4) The number of off-site private drinking 
water wells for which alternative drinking 
water or treatment has been provided to pre-
vent the consumption of PFAS-affected 
water at levels that are more than Federal 
drinking water standards. 

(5) The location of or link to the adminis-
trative record or information repository con-
taining site-related environmental restora-
tion documents for the installation, such as 
work plans, environmental reports, regulator 
comments, decision documents, and public 
comments. 

(6) The location of the restoration advisory 
board document repository for the installa-
tion or a link to the community outreach 
website of the restoration advisory board 
where documents such as public comments 
and records of community engagement meet-
ings and briefings are available. 

(7) An estimate of the cost to complete and 
schedule of the remediation of PFAS at the 
installation. 

SA 3032. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title VII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 750. PILOT PROGRAM ON ACTIVITIES UNDER 

THE PRE-SEPARATION TRANSITION 
PROCESS OF MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES FOR A REDUCTION 
IN SUICIDE AMONG VETERANS. 

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall jointly carry out a pilot 
program to assess the feasibility and advis-
ability of providing the module described in 
subsection (b) and services under subsection 
(c) as part of the pre-separation transition 
process for members of the Armed Forces as 
a means of reducing the incidence of suicide 
among veterans. 

(b) MODULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The module described in 

this subsection shall include the following: 
(A) An in-person meeting between a cohort 

of members of the Armed Forces partici-
pating in the pilot program and a social 
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worker or nurse in which the social worker 
or nurse— 

(i) educates the cohort on resources for and 
specific potential risks confronting such 
members after discharge or release from the 
Armed Forces, including— 

(I) loss of community or a support system; 
(II) isolation from family, friends, or soci-

ety; 
(III) identity crisis in the transition from 

military to civilian life; 
(IV) vulnerability viewed as a weakness; 
(V) need for empathy; 
(VI) self-medication and addiction; 
(VII) importance of sleep and exercise; 
(VIII) homelessness; 
(IX) risk factors contributing to attempts 

of suicide and deaths by suicide; and 
(X) safe storage of firearms as part of sui-

cide prevention lethal means safety efforts; 
(ii) educates the cohort on— 
(I) the signs and symptoms of suicide risk 

and physical, psychological, or neurological 
issues, such as post-traumatic stress dis-
order, traumatic brain injury, chronic pain, 
sleep disorders, substance use disorders, ad-
verse childhood experiences, depression, bi-
polar disorder, and socio-ecological concerns, 
such as homelessness, unemployment, and 
relationship strain; 

(II) the potential risks for members of the 
Armed Forces from such issues after dis-
charge or release from the Armed Forces; 
and 

(III) the resources and treatment options 
available to such members for such issues 
through the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the Department of Defense, and non-profit 
organizations; 

(iii) educates the cohort about the re-
sources available to victims of military sex-
ual trauma through the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs; and 

(iv) educates the cohort about the manner 
in which members might experience chal-
lenges during the transition from military to 
civilian life, and the resources available to 
them through the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Department of Defense, and 
other organizations. 

(B) The provision to each member of the 
cohort of contact information for a coun-
seling or other appropriate facility of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in the locality 
in which such member intends to reside after 
discharge or release. 

(C) The submittal by each member of the 
cohort to the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (including both the Veterans Health 
Administration and the Veterans Benefits 
Administration) of their medical records in 
connection with service in the Armed 
Forces, whether or not such members intend 
to file a claim with the Department for bene-
fits with respect to any service-connected 
disability. 

(2) COMPOSITION OF COHORT.—Each cohort 
participating in the module described in this 
subsection shall be comprised of not fewer 
than 50 individuals. 

(c) SERVICES.—In carrying out the pilot 
program, the Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall provide 
to each individual participating in the pilot 
program the following services: 

(1) During the transition process and prior 
to discharge or release from the Armed 
Forces, a one-on-one meeting with a social 
worker or nurse of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs who will— 

(A) conduct an assessment of the indi-
vidual regarding eligibility to receive health 
care or counseling services from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; 

(B) for those eligible, or likely to be eligi-
ble, to receive health care or counseling 
services from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs— 

(i) identify and provide contact informa-
tion for an appropriate facility of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in the locality 
in which such individual intends to reside 
after discharge or release; 

(ii) facilitate registration or enrollment in 
the system of patient enrollment of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs under section 
1705(a) of title 38, United States Code, if ap-
plicable; 

(iii) educate the individual about care, ben-
efits, and services available to the individual 
through the Veterans Health Administra-
tion; and 

(iv) coordinate health care based on the 
health care needs of the individual, if appli-
cable, to include establishing an initial ap-
pointment, at the election of the individual, 
to occur not later than 90 days after the date 
of discharge or release of the member from 
the Armed Forces. 

(2) For each individual determined ineli-
gible for care and services from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs during the transi-
tion process, the Secretary of Defense shall 
conduct an assessment of the individual to 
determine the needs of the individual and ap-
propriate follow-up, which shall be identified 
and documented in the appropriate records 
of the Department of Defense. 

(3) During the appointment scheduled pur-
suant to paragraph (1)(B)(iv), the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall conduct an assess-
ment of the individual to determine the 
needs of the individual and appropriate fol-
low-up, which shall be identified and docu-
mented in the appropriate records of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

(d) LOCATIONS.— 
(1) MODULE AND MEETING.—The module 

under subsection (b) and the one-on-one 
meeting under subsection (c)(1) shall be car-
ried out at not fewer than 10 locations of the 
Department of Defense that serve not fewer 
than 300 members of the Armed Forces annu-
ally that are jointly selected by the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs for purposes of the pilot pro-
gram. 

(2) ASSESSMENT AND APPOINTMENT.—The as-
sessment under subsection (c)(2) and the ap-
pointment under subsection (c)(3) may occur 
at any location determined appropriate by 
the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, as the case may be. 

(3) MEMBERS SERVED.—The locations se-
lected under paragraph (1) shall, to the ex-
tent practicable, be locations that, whether 
individually or in aggregate, serve all the 
Armed Forces and both the regular and re-
serve components of the Armed Forces. 

(e) SELECTION AND COMMENCEMENT.—The 
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall jointly select the loca-
tions of the pilot program under subsection 
(d)(1) and commence carrying out activities 
under the pilot program by not later than 
September 30, 2024. 

(f) DURATION.—The duration of the pilot 
program shall be five years. 

(g) REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the commencement of the pilot pro-
gram, and annually thereafter during the du-
ration of the pilot program, the Secretary of 
Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall jointly submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report on the ac-
tivities under the pilot program. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) The demographic information of the 
members and former members of the Armed 
Forces who participated in the pilot program 
during the one-year period ending on the 
date of such report. 

(B) A description of the activities under 
the pilot program during such period. 

(C) An assessment of the benefits of the ac-
tivities under the pilot program during such 
period to members and former members of 
the Armed Forces. 

(D) An assessment of whether the activi-
ties under the pilot program as of the date of 
such report have met the targeted outcomes 
of the pilot program among members and 
former members who participated in the 
pilot program within one year of discharge 
or release from the Armed Forces. 

(E) Such recommendations as the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs jointly consider appropriate re-
garding the feasibility and advisability of ex-
pansion of the pilot program, extension of 
the pilot program, or both. 

(h) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

SA 3033. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON IMPORTATION OF 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES FROM THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

The importation of electric vehicles manu-
factured in the People’s Republic of China, 
or by an entity organized under the laws of 
or otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of 
the People’s Republic of China, is prohibited. 

SA 3034. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title I, add the 
following: 
SEC. 144. BRIEFING ON SUPPLY CHAIN COMPLI-

ANCE IN THE F–35 AIRCRAFT PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the F–35 aircraft program, as 
one of the premier acquisition programs of 
the Department of Defense, should be a lead-
er in demonstrating compliance with acqui-
sition policies and statutes and should not be 
regularly requesting and issuing waivers for 
the use of noncompliant materials sourced 
from the People’s Republic of China. 

(b) BRIEFING REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Program Executive Officer of the F–35 
Joint Program Office shall brief the congres-
sional defense committees on the compliance 
of the F–35 aircraft program with chapter 385 
of title 10, United States Code. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The briefing required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 
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(A) A description of all noncompliant ma-

terials found in the F–35 aircraft program 
since the inception of the program. 

(B) A description of efforts to qualify com-
pliant suppliers and encourage domestic sup-
pliers to participate in the F–35 aircraft pro-
gram, including any plans for investments in 
domestic suppliers through the Office of In-
dustrial Base Policy to address requirements 
for materials used in the program that were 
previously subject to a waiver. 

SA 3035. Mr. MARKEY (for himself, 
Mr. SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
HEINRICH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1526. STATEMENT OF POLICY WITH RE-

SPECT TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
It is the policy of the United States to 

maintain a human ‘‘in the loop’’ for all ac-
tions critical to informing and executing de-
cisions by the President with respect to nu-
clear weapon employment. 

SA 3036. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1526. REPORT ON DANGERS POSED BY NU-

CLEAR REACTORS IN AREAS THAT 
MIGHT EXPERIENCE ARMED CON-
FLICT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense and the Adminis-
trator for Nuclear Security shall jointly sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report assessing the following: 

(1) The dangers posed to the national secu-
rity of the United States, to the interests of 
allies and partners of the United States, and 
to the safety and security of civilian popu-
lations, by nuclear reactors and nuclear 
power plants in existence as of such date of 
enactment or scheduled to be completed dur-
ing the 10-year period beginning on such date 
of enactment and located in the following 
areas: 

(A) Regions that have experienced armed 
conflict in the 25 years preceding such date 
of enactment. 

(B) Areas that are contested or likely to 
experience armed conflict during the life 
span of those reactors and plants. 

(C) Areas that would be involved in any of 
the following hypothetical conflicts: 

(i) An attack by the Russian Federation on 
the eastern European countries of Estonia, 
Latvia, Belarus, Lithuania, or Poland. 

(ii) A conflict between India and Pakistan. 
(iii) A conflict over Taiwan. 
(iv) An attack by North Korea on South 

Korea. 
(2) Steps the United States or allies and 

partners of the United States can take to 

prevent, prepare for, and mitigate the risks 
to the national security of the United 
States, to the interests of allies and partners 
of the United States, and to the safety and 
security of civilian populations, posed by nu-
clear reactors and power plants in places 
that may experience armed conflict. 

(b) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
by subsection (a) shall be submitted in un-
classified form but may include a classified 
annex. 

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives. 

SA 3037. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1526. HASTENING ARMS LIMITATIONS TALKS 

ACT OF 2024. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Hastening Arms Limitations 
Talks Act of 2024’’ or the ‘‘HALT Act of 
2024’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The use of nuclear weapons poses an ex-
istential threat to humanity, a fact that led 
President Ronald Reagan and Soviet Premier 
Mikhail Gorbachev to declare in a joint 
statement in 1987 that a ‘‘nuclear war cannot 
be won and must never be fought’’, a senti-
ment affirmed by the People’s Republic of 
China, France, the Russian Federation, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States in 
January 2022. 

(2) On June 12, 1982, an estimated 1,000,000 
people attended the largest peace rally in 
United States history, in support of a move-
ment to freeze and reverse the nuclear arms 
race, a movement that helped to create the 
political will necessary for the negotiation 
of several bilateral arms control treaties be-
tween the United States and former Soviet 
Union, and then the Russian Federation. 
Those treaties contributed to strategic sta-
bility through mutual and verifiable recip-
rocal nuclear weapons reductions. 

(3) Since the advent of nuclear weapons in 
1945, millions of people around the world 
have stood up to demand meaningful, imme-
diate international action to halt, reduce, 
and eliminate the threats posed by nuclear 
weapons, nuclear weapons testing, and nu-
clear war, to humankind and the planet. 

(4) In 1970, the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons done at Wash-
ington, London, and Moscow July 1, 1968 (21 
UST 483) (commonly referred to as the ‘‘Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty’’ or the 
‘‘NPT’’), entered into force, which includes a 
binding obligation on the 5 nuclear-weapon 
states (commonly referred to as the ‘‘P5’’), 
among other things, ‘‘to pursue negotiations 
in good faith on effective measures relating 
to the cessation of the nuclear arms race . . . 
and to nuclear disarmament’’. 

(5) Bipartisan United States global leader-
ship has curbed the growth in the number of 

countries possessing nuclear weapons and 
has slowed overall vertical proliferation 
among countries already possessing nuclear 
weapons, as is highlighted by a more than 90 
percent reduction in the United States nu-
clear weapons stockpile from its Cold War 
height of 31,255 in 1967. 

(6) The United States testing of nuclear 
weapons is no longer necessary as a result of 
the following major technical developments 
since the Senate’s consideration of the Com-
prehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘CTBT’’) in 1999: 

(A) The verification architecture of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban-Treaty Or-
ganization (commonly referred to as the 
‘‘CTBTO’’)— 

(i) has made significant advancements, as 
seen through its network of 300 International 
Monitoring Stations and its International 
Data Centre, which together provide for the 
near instantaneous detection of nuclear ex-
plosives tests, including all 6 such tests con-
ducted by North Korea between 2006 and 2017; 
and 

(ii) is operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. 

(B) Since the United States signed the 
CTBT, confidence has grown in the science- 
based Stockpile Stewardship and Manage-
ment Plan of the Department of Energy, 
which forms the basis of annual certifi-
cations to the President regarding the con-
tinual safety, security, and effectiveness of 
the United States nuclear deterrent in the 
absence of nuclear testing, leading former 
Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz to remark 
in 2015 that ‘‘lab directors today now state 
that they certainly understand much more 
about how nuclear weapons work than dur-
ing the period of nuclear testing’’. 

(7) Despite the progress made to reduce the 
number and role of, and risks posed by, nu-
clear weapons, and to halt the Cold War-era 
nuclear arms race, tensions between coun-
tries that possess nuclear weapons are on the 
rise, key nuclear risk reduction treaties are 
under threat, significant stockpiles of weap-
ons-usable fissile material remain, and a 
qualitative global nuclear arms race is now 
underway with each of the countries that 
possess nuclear weapons spending tens of bil-
lions of dollars each year to maintain and 
improve their arsenals. 

(8) The Russian Federation is pursuing the 
development of destabilizing types of nuclear 
weapons that are not presently covered 
under any existing arms control treaty or 
agreement and the People’s Republic of 
China, India, Pakistan, and the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea have each taken 
concerning steps to diversify their more 
modest sized, but nonetheless very deadly, 
nuclear arsenals. 

(9) President Joseph R. Biden’s 2022 Nu-
clear Posture Review was right to label the 
nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise missile as 
‘‘no longer necessary’’, as that missile, if de-
ployed, would have the effect of lowering the 
threshold for nuclear weapons use. 

(10) On February 3, 2021, President Joseph 
R. Biden preserved binding and verifiable 
limits on the deployed and non-deployed 
strategic forces of the largest two nuclear 
weapons powers through the five-year exten-
sion of the Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Russian Federation on 
Measures for the Further Reduction and 
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, 
signed April 8, 2010, and entered into force 
February 5, 2011 (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘New START Treaty’’). 

(11) In 2013, the report on a nuclear weap-
ons employment strategy of the United 
States submitted under section 492 of title 
10, United States Code, determined that it is 
possible to ensure the security of the United 
States and allies and partners of the United 
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States and maintain a strong and credible 
strategic deterrent while safely pursuing up 
to a 1⁄3 reduction in deployed nuclear weap-
ons from the level established in the New 
START Treaty. 

(12) On January 12, 2017, then-Vice Presi-
dent Biden stated, ‘‘[G]iven our non-nuclear 
capabilities and the nature of today’s 
threats—it’s hard to envision a plausible sce-
nario in which the first use of nuclear weap-
ons by the United States would be necessary. 
Or make sense.’’. 

(13) In light of moves by the United States 
and other countries to increase their reli-
ance on nuclear weapons, a global nuclear 
freeze would seek to halt the new nuclear 
arms race by seeking conclusion of a com-
prehensive and verifiable freeze on the test-
ing, deployment, and production of nuclear 
weapons and delivery vehicles for such weap-
ons. 

(14) The reckless and repeated nuclear 
threats by Russian President Vladimir Putin 
since the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine 
by the Russian Federation underscore the 
need for a global nuclear freeze. 

(c) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—The following 
is the policy of the United States: 

(1) The United States should build upon its 
decades long, bipartisan efforts to reduce the 
number and salience of nuclear weapons by 
leading international negotiations on spe-
cific arms-reduction measures as part of a 
21st century global nuclear freeze movement. 

(2) Building on the 2021 extension of the 
New START Treaty, the United States 
should engage with all other countries that 
possess nuclear weapons to seek to negotiate 
and conclude future multilateral arms con-
trol, disarmament, and risk reduction agree-
ments, which should contain some or all of 
the following provisions: 

(A) An agreement by the United States and 
the Russian Federation on a resumption of 
on-site inspections and verification measures 
per the New START Treaty and a follow-on 
treaty or agreement to the New START 
Treaty that may lower the central limits of 
the Treaty and cover new kinds of strategic 
delivery vehicles or non-strategic nuclear 
weapons. 

(B) An agreement on a verifiable freeze on 
the testing, production, and further deploy-
ment of all nuclear weapons and delivery ve-
hicles for such weapons. 

(C) An agreement that establishes a 
verifiable numerical ceiling on the deployed 
shorter-range and intermediate-range and 
strategic delivery systems (as defined by the 
Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics on the Elimination of Their 
Intermediate- Range and Shorter-Range Mis-
siles signed at Washington December 8, 1987, 
and entered into force June 1, 1988 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Intermediate- 
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty’’), and the New 
START Treaty, respectively) and the nuclear 
warheads associated with such systems be-
longing to the P5, and to the extent possible, 
all countries that possess nuclear weapons, 
at August 2, 2019, levels. 

(D) An agreement by each country to adopt 
a policy of no first use of nuclear weapons or 
provide transparency into its nuclear declar-
atory policy. 

(E) An agreement on a proactive United 
Nations Security Council resolution that ex-
pands access by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency to any country found by the 
Board of Governors of that Agency to be non-
compliant with its obligations under the 
NPT. 

(F) An agreement to refrain from config-
uring nuclear forces in a ‘‘launch on warn-
ing’’ or ‘‘launch under warning’’ nuclear pos-
ture, which may prompt a nuclear armed 
country to launch a ballistic missile attack 

in response to detection by an early-warning 
satellite or sensor of a suspected incoming 
ballistic missile. 

(G) An agreement not to target or interfere 
in the nuclear command, control, and com-
munications (commonly referred to as 
‘‘NC3’’) infrastructure of another country 
through a kinetic attack or a cyberattack. 

(H) An agreement on transparency meas-
ures or verifiable limits, or both, on 
hypersonic cruise missiles and glide vehicles 
that are fired from sea-based, ground, and air 
platforms. 

(I) An agreement to provide a baseline and 
continuous exchanges detailing the aggre-
gate number of active nuclear weapons and 
associated systems possessed by each coun-
try. 

(3) The United States should rejuvenate ef-
forts in the United Nations Conference on 
Disarmament toward the negotiation of a 
verifiable Fissile Material Treaty or Fissile 
Material Cutoff Treaty, or move negotia-
tions to another international body or fora, 
such as a meeting of the P5. Successful con-
clusion of such a treaty would verifiably pre-
vent any country’s production of highly en-
riched uranium and plutonium for use in nu-
clear weapons. 

(4) The United States should convene a se-
ries of head-of-state level summits on nu-
clear disarmament modeled on the Nuclear 
Security Summits process, which saw the 
elimination of the equivalent of 3,000 nuclear 
weapons. 

(5) The President should seek ratification 
by the Senate of the CTBT and mobilize all 
countries covered by Annex 2 of the CTBT to 
pursue similar action to hasten entry into 
force of the CTBT. The entry into force of 
the CTBT, for which ratification by the 
United States will provide critical momen-
tum, will activate the CTBT’s onsite inspec-
tion provision to investigate allegations that 
any country that is a party to the CTBT has 
conducted a nuclear test of any yield. 

(6) The President should make the acces-
sion of North Korea to the CTBT a compo-
nent of any final agreement in fulfilling the 
pledges the Government of North Korea 
made in Singapore, as North Korea is report-
edly the only country to have conducted a 
nuclear explosive test since 1998. 

(7) The United States should— 
(A) refrain from developing any new de-

signs for nuclear warheads or bombs, but es-
pecially designs that could add a level of 
technical uncertainty into the United States 
stockpile and thus renew calls to resume nu-
clear explosive testing in order to test that 
new design; and 

(B) seek reciprocal commitments from 
other countries that possess nuclear weap-
ons. 

(d) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR NU-
CLEAR TEST EXPLOSIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made 
available for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal 
year thereafter, or authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for any 
fiscal year before fiscal year 2024 and avail-
able for obligation as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act, may be obligated or ex-
pended to conduct or make preparations for 
any explosive nuclear weapons test that pro-
duces any yield until such time as— 

(A) the President submits to Congress an 
addendum to the report required by section 
4205 of the Atomic Energy Defense Act (50 
U.S.C. 2525) that details any change to the 
condition of the United States nuclear weap-
ons stockpile from the report submitted 
under that section in the preceding year; and 

(B) there is enacted into law a joint resolu-
tion of Congress that approves the test. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Paragraph (1) 
does not limit nuclear stockpile stewardship 

activities that are consistent with the zero- 
yield standard and other requirements under 
law. 

SA 3038. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1526. RESTRICTION ON FIRST-USE NUCLEAR 

STRIKES. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing: 
(1) The Constitution gives Congress the 

sole power to declare war. 
(2) The framers of the Constitution under-

stood that the monumental decision to go to 
war, which can result in massive death and 
the destruction of civilized society, must be 
made by the representatives of the people 
and not by a single person. 

(3) As stated by section 2(c) of the War 
Powers Resolution (Public Law 93–148; 50 
U.S.C. 1541), ‘‘the constitutional powers of 
the President as Commander-in-Chief to in-
troduce United States Armed Forces into 
hostilities, or into situations where immi-
nent involvement in hostilities is clearly in-
dicated by the circumstances, are exercised 
only pursuant to (1) a declaration of war, (2) 
specific statutory authorization, or (3) a na-
tional emergency created by attack upon the 
United States, its territories or possessions, 
or its armed forces’’. 

(4) Nuclear weapons are uniquely powerful 
weapons that have the capability to in-
stantly kill millions of people, create long- 
term health and environmental con-
sequences throughout the world, directly un-
dermine global peace, and put the United 
States at existential risk from retaliatory 
nuclear strikes. 

(5) A first-use nuclear strike carried out by 
the United States would constitute a major 
act of war. 

(6) A first-use nuclear strike conducted ab-
sent a declaration of war by Congress would 
violate the Constitution. 

(7) The President has the sole authority to 
authorize the use of nuclear weapons, an 
order which military officers of the United 
States must carry out in accordance with 
their obligations under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice. 

(8) Given its exclusive power under the 
Constitution to declare war, Congress must 
provide meaningful checks and balances to 
the President’s sole authority to authorize 
the use of a nuclear weapon. 

(b) DECLARATION OF POLICY.—It is the pol-
icy of the United States that no first-use nu-
clear strike should be conducted absent a 
declaration of war by Congress. 

(c) PROHIBITION.—No Federal funds may be 
obligated or expended to conduct a first-use 
nuclear strike unless such strike is con-
ducted pursuant to a war declared by Con-
gress that expressly authorizes such strike. 

(d) FIRST-USE NUCLEAR STRIKE DEFINED.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘first-use nuclear 
strike’’ means an attack using nuclear weap-
ons against an enemy that is conducted 
without the Secretary of Defense and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff first 
confirming to the President that there has 
been a nuclear strike against the United 
States, its territories, or its allies (as speci-
fied in section 3(b)(2) of the Arms Export 
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753(b)(2))). 
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SA 3039. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SECTION 1291. COUNTERING SAUDI ARABIA’S 

PURSUIT OF WEAPONS OF MASS DE-
STRUCTION. 

(a) SHORT TITLES.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Stopping Activities Underpin-
ning Development In Weapons of Mass De-
struction Act’’ or the ‘‘SAUDI WMD Act’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The People’s Republic of China (referred 
to in this section as ‘‘China’’), became a full- 
participant of the Nuclear Suppliers Group 
in 2004, committing it to apply a strong pre-
sumption of denial in exporting nuclear-re-
lated items that a foreign country could di-
vert to a nuclear weapons program. 

(2) China also committed to the United 
States, in November 2000, to abide by the 
foundational principles of the 1987 Missile 
Technology Control Regime (referred to in 
this section as ‘‘MTCR’’) to not ‘‘assist, in 
any way, any country in the development of 
ballistic missiles that can be used to deliver 
nuclear weapons (i.e., missiles capable of de-
livering a payload of at least 500 kilograms 
to a distance of at least 300 kilometers)’’. 

(3) In the 1980s, China secretly sold the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (referred to in this 
section as ‘‘Saudi Arabia’’) conventionally 
armed DF–3A ballistic missiles, and in 2007, 
reportedly sold Saudi Arabia dual-use capa-
ble DF–21 medium-range ballistic missiles of 
a 300 kilometer, 500 kilogram range and pay-
load threshold which should have triggered a 
denial of sale under the MTCR. 

(4) The 2020 Department of State Report on 
the Adherence to and Compliance with Arms 
Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament 
Agreements and Commitments found that 
China ‘‘continued to supply MTCR-con-
trolled goods to missile programs of pro-
liferation concern in 2019’’ and that the 
United States imposed sanctions on nine 
Chinese entities for covered missile transfers 
to Iran. 

(5) A June 5, 2019, press report indicated 
that China allegedly provided assistance to 
Saudi Arabia in the development of a bal-
listic missile facility, which if confirmed, 
would violate the purpose of the MTCR and 
run contrary to the longstanding United 
States policy priority to prevent weapons of 
mass destruction proliferation in the Middle 
East. 

(6) The Arms Export and Control Act of 
1976 (Public Law 93–329) requires the Presi-
dent to sanction any foreign person or gov-
ernment who knowingly ‘‘exports, transfers, 
or otherwise engages in the trade of any 
MTCR equipment or technology’’ to a coun-
try that does not adhere to the MTCR. 

(7) China concluded 2 nuclear cooperation 
agreements with Saudi Arabia in 2012 and 
2017, respectively, which may facilitate Chi-
na’s bid to build 2 reactors in Saudi Arabia 
to generate 2.9 Gigawatt-electric (GWe) of 
electricity. 

(8) On August 4, 2020, a press report re-
vealed the alleged existence of a previously 
undisclosed uranium yellowcake extraction 
facility in Saudi Arabia allegedly con-
structed with the assistance of China, which 
if confirmed, would indicate significant 

progress by Saudi Arabia in developing the 
early stages of the nuclear fuel cycle that 
precede uranium enrichment. 

(9) Saudi Arabia’s outdated Small Quan-
tities Protocol and its lack of an in force Ad-
ditional Protocol to its International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) Comprehensive Safe-
guards Agreement severely curtails IAEA in-
spections, which has led the Agency to call 
upon Saudi Arabia to either rescind or up-
date its Small Quantities Protocol. 

(10) On January 19, 2021, in response to a 
question about Saudi Arabia’s reported bal-
listic missile cooperation with China, incom-
ing Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken 
stated that ‘‘we want to make sure that to 
the best of our ability all of our partners and 
allies are living up to their obligations under 
various nonproliferation and arms control 
agreements and, certainly, in the case of 
Saudi Arabia that is something we will want 
to look at’’. 

(11) On March 15, 2018, the Crown Prince of 
Saudi Arabia, Mohammad bin-Salman, stat-
ed that ‘‘if Iran developed a nuclear bomb, 
we would follow suit as soon as possible,’’ 
raising questions about whether a Saudi Ara-
bian nuclear program would remain exclu-
sively peaceful, particularly in the absence 
of robust international IAEA safeguards. 

(12) An August 9, 2019, study by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights found that the Saudi Arabia-led mili-
tary coalition airstrikes in Yemen and its re-
strictions on the flow of humanitarian as-
sistance to the country, both of which have 
disproportionately impacted civilians, may 
be violations of international humanitarian 
law. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Select Committee on Intelligence 
of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence of the House of Representatives; 
and 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) FOREIGN PERSON; PERSON.—The terms 
‘‘foreign person’’ and ‘‘ ‘person’ ’’ mean— 

(A) a natural person that is an alien; 
(B) a corporation, business association, 

partnership, society, trust, or any other non-
governmental entity, organization, or group, 
that is organized under the laws of a foreign 
country or has its principal place of business 
in a foreign country; 

(C) any foreign governmental entity oper-
ating as a business enterprise; and 

(D) any successor, subunit, or subsidiary of 
any entity described in subparagraph (B) or 
(C). 

(3) MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA.—The 
term ‘‘Middle East and North Africa’’ means 
those countries that are included in the Area 
of Responsibility of the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern Affairs. 

(d) DETERMINATION OF POSSIBLE MTCR 
TRANSFERS TO SAUDI ARABIA.— 

(1) MTCR TRANSFERS.—Not later than 30 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a written de-
termination, and any documentation to sup-
port that determination detailing— 

(A) whether any foreign person knowingly 
exported, transferred, or engaged in trade of 
any item designated under Category I of the 
MTCR Annex item with Saudi Arabia during 
the previous 3 fiscal years; and 

(B) the sanctions the President has im-
posed or intends to impose pursuant to sec-
tion 11B(b) of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4612(b)) against any foreign 

person who knowingly engaged in the export, 
transfer, or trade of that item or items. 

(2) WAIVER.—Notwithstanding any provi-
sion of paragraphs (3) through (7) of section 
11(B)(b) of the Export Administration Act of 
1979 (50 U.S.C. 4612(b)), the President may 
only waive the application of sanctions 
under such section with respect to Saudi 
Arabia if that country is verifiably deter-
mined to no longer possess an item des-
ignated under Category I of the MTCR Annex 
received during the previous 3 fiscal years. 

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The determination 
required under paragraph (1) shall be unclas-
sified and include a classified annex. 

(e) PROHIBITION ON UNITED STATES ARMS 
SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA IF IT IMPORTS NU-
CLEAR TECHNOLOGY WITHOUT SAFEGUARDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States shall 
not sell, transfer, or authorize licenses for 
export of any item designated under Cat-
egory III, IV, VII, or VIII on the United 
States Munitions List pursuant to section 
38(a)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act (22 
U.S.C. 2778(a)(1)) to Saudi Arabia, other than 
ground-based missile defense systems, if 
Saudi Arabia has, during any of the previous 
3 fiscal years— 

(A) knowingly imported any item classi-
fied as ‘‘plants for the separation of isotopes 
of uranium’’ or ‘‘plants for the reprocessing 
of irradiated nuclear reactor fuel elements’’ 
under Part 110 of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission export licensing authority; or 

(B) engaged in nuclear cooperation related 
to the construction of any nuclear-related 
fuel cycle facility or activity that has not 
been notified to the IAEA and would be sub-
ject to complementary access if an Addi-
tional Protocol was in force. 

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the prohibition under paragraph (1) 
with respect to a foreign country if the Sec-
retary submits to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a written certification that 
contains a determination, and any relevant 
documentation on which the determination 
is based, that Saudi Arabia— 

(A) has brought into force an Additional 
Protocol to the IAEA Comprehensive Safe-
guards Agreement based on the model de-
scribed in IAEA INFCIRC/540; 

(B) has concluded a civilian nuclear co-
operation agreement with the United States 
under section 123 of the Atomic Energy Act 
of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153) or another supplier 
that prohibits the enrichment of uranium or 
separation of plutonium on its own territory; 
and 

(C) has rescinded its Small Quantities Pro-
tocol and is not found by the IAEA Board of 
Governors to be in noncompliance with its 
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement. 

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed as superseding the 
obligation of the President under section 
502B(a)(2) or section 620I(a) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304(a)(2), 22 
U.S.C. 2378–1(a)), respectively, to not furnish 
security assistance to Saudi Arabia or any 
country if the Government of Saudi Arabia— 

(A) engages in a consistent pattern of gross 
violations of internationally recognized 
human rights; or 

(B) prohibits or otherwise restricts, di-
rectly or indirectly, the transport or deliv-
ery of United States humanitarian assist-
ance. 

(f) MIDDLE EAST NONPROLIFERATION STRAT-
EGY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with the first 
report published after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Energy, in consultation 
with the Director of National Intelligence, 
shall provide the appropriate committees of 
Congress, as an appendix to the Report on 
the Adherence to and Compliance with Arms 
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Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament 
Agreements and Commitments, a report on 
MTCR compliance and a United States strat-
egy to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons 
and missiles in the Middle East. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(A) An assessment of China’s compliance, 
during the previous fiscal year, with its No-
vember 2000 commitment to abide by the 
MTCR and United States diplomatic efforts 
to address noncompliance. 

(B) A description of every foreign person 
that, during the previous fiscal year, en-
gaged in the export, transfer, or trade of 
MTCR items to a country that is a non- 
MTCR adherent, and a description of the 
sanctions the President imposed pursuant to 
section 11B(b) of the Export Administration 
Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4612(b)). 

(C) A detailed strategy to prevent the pro-
liferation of ballistic missile and sensitive 
nuclear technology in the Middle East and 
North Africa from China and other foreign 
countries, including the following elements: 

(i) An assessment of the proliferation risks 
associated with concluding or renewing a ci-
vilian nuclear cooperation ‘‘123’’ agreement 
with any country in the Middle-East and 
North Africa and the risks of such if that 
same equipment and technology is sourced 
from a foreign state. 

(ii) An update on United States bilateral 
and multilateral diplomatic actions to com-
mence negotiations on a Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Free Zone (WMDFZ) since the 
2015 Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty Review 
Conference. 

(iii) A description of United States Govern-
ment efforts to achieve global adherence and 
compliance with the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group, MTCR, and the 2002 International 
Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile 
Proliferation guidelines. 

(D) An account of the briefings to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress in the re-
porting period detailing negotiations on any 
new or renewed civilian nuclear cooperation 
‘‘123’’ agreement with any country con-
sistent with the intent of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.). 

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
under paragraph (1) shall be unclassified and 
include a classified annex. 

SA 3040. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1526. SMARTER APPROACHES TO NUCLEAR 

EXPENDITURES ACT. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Smarter Approaches to Nuclear 
Expenditures Act’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The United States continues to main-
tain an excessively large and costly arsenal 
of nuclear delivery systems and warheads 
that are a holdover from the Cold War. 

(2) The current nuclear arsenal of the 
United States includes approximately 3,708 
total nuclear warheads in its military stock-
pile, of which approximately 1,744 are de-
ployed with five delivery components: land- 
based intercontinental ballistic missiles, 

submarine-launched ballistic missiles, long- 
range strategic bomber aircraft armed with 
nuclear gravity bombs, long-range strategic 
bomber aircraft armed with nuclear-armed 
air-launched cruise missiles, and short-range 
fighter aircraft that can deliver nuclear 
gravity bombs. The strategic bomber fleet of 
the United States comprises 87 B–52 and 20 
B–2 aircraft, over 66 of which contribute to 
the nuclear mission. The United States also 
maintains 400 intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles and 14 Ohio-class submarines, up to 12 
of which are deployed. Each of those sub-
marines is armed with approximately 90 nu-
clear warheads. 

(3) Between fiscal years 2021 and 2030, the 
United States will spend an estimated 
$634,000,000,000 to maintain and recapitalize 
its nuclear force, according to a January 2019 
estimate from the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, an increase of $140,000,000,000 from the 
Congressional Budget Office’s 2019 estimate, 
with 36 percent of that additional cost stem-
ming ‘‘mainly from new plans for modern-
izing [the Department of Energy’s] produc-
tion facilities and from [the Department of 
Defense’s] modernization programs moving 
more fully into production’’. 

(4) Adjusted for inflation, the Congres-
sional Budget Office estimates that the 
United States will spend $634,000,000,000 be-
tween 2021 and 2030 on new nuclear weapons 
and modernization and infrastructure pro-
grams, an estimate that in total is 28 percent 
higher than the Congressional Budget Of-
fice’s most recent previous estimate of the 
10-year costs of nuclear forces. 

(5) Inaccurate budget forecasting is likely 
to continue to plague the Department of De-
fense and the Department of Energy, as evi-
denced by the fiscal year 2023 budget request 
of the President for the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration ‘‘Weapon Activities’’ 
account, which far exceeded what the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration had 
projected in previous years. 

(6) The projected growth in nuclear weap-
ons spending is coming due as the Depart-
ment of Defense is seeking to replace large 
portions of its conventional forces to better 
compete with the Russian Federation and 
the People’s Republic of China and as inter-
nal and external fiscal pressures are likely to 
limit the growth of, and perhaps reduce, 
military spending. As then-Air Force Chief 
of Staff General Dave Goldfein said in 2020, 
‘‘I think a debate is that this will be the first 
time that the nation has tried to simulta-
neously modernize the nuclear enterprise 
while it’s trying to modernize an aging con-
ventional enterprise. The current budget 
does not allow you to do both.’’. 

(7) In 2023, the Government Accountability 
Office released a report entitled ‘‘Nuclear 
Weapons: NNSA Does Not Have a Com-
prehensive Schedule or Cost Estimate for Pit 
Production Capability’’, stating the National 
Nuclear Security Administration ‘‘had lim-
ited assurance that it would be able to 
produce sufficient numbers of pits in time’’ 
to meet the requirement under section 4219 
of the Atomic Energy Defense Act (50 U.S.C. 
2538a) that the National Nuclear Security 
Administration produce 80 plutonium pits by 
2030. 

(8) According to the Government Account-
ability Office, the National Nuclear Security 
Administration has still not factored afford-
ability concerns into its planning as was rec-
ommended by the Government Account-
ability Office in 2017, with the warning that 
‘‘it is essential for NNSA to present informa-
tion to Congress and other key decision 
makers indicating whether the agency has 
prioritized certain modernization programs 
or considered trade-offs (such as deferring or 
cancelling specific modernization pro-
grams)’’. Instead, the budget estimate of the 

Department of Energy for nuclear mod-
ernization activities during the period of fis-
cal years 2021 through 2025 was 
$81,000,000,000—$15,000,000,000 more than the 
2020 budget estimate of the Department for 
the same period. 

(9) A December 2020 Congressional Budget 
Office analysis showed that the projected 
costs of nuclear forces over the next decade 
can be reduced by $12,400,000,000 to 
$13,600,000,000 by trimming back current 
plans, while still maintaining a triad of de-
livery systems. Even larger savings would 
accrue over the subsequent decade. 

(10) The Department of Defense’s June 2013 
nuclear policy guidance entitled ‘‘Report on 
Nuclear Employment Strategy of the United 
States’’ found that force levels under the 
April 2010 Treaty on Measures for the Fur-
ther Reduction and Limitation of Strategic 
Offensive Arms between the United States 
and the Russian Federation (commonly 
known as the ‘‘New START Treaty’’) ‘‘are 
more than adequate for what the United 
States needs to fulfill its national security 
objectives’’ and can be reduced by up to 1⁄3 
below levels under the New START Treaty 
to 1,000 to 1,100 warheads. 

(11) Former President Trump expanded the 
role of, and spending on, nuclear weapons in 
United States policy at the same time that 
he withdrew from, unsigned, or otherwise 
terminated a series of important arms con-
trol and nonproliferation agreements. 

(c) REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR FORCES.— 
(1) REDUCTION OF NUCLEAR-ARMED SUB-

MARINES.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds authorized to 
be appropriated or otherwise made available 
for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year there-
after for the Department of Defense may be 
obligated or expended for purchasing more 
than eight Columbia-class submarines. 

(2) REDUCTION OF GROUND-BASED MISSILES.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
beginning in fiscal year 2024, the forces of 
the Air Force shall include not more than 150 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

(3) REDUCTION OF DEPLOYED STRATEGIC WAR-
HEADS.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, beginning in fiscal year 2024, the 
forces of the United States Military shall in-
clude not more than 1,000 deployed strategic 
warheads, as that term is defined in the New 
START Treaty. 

(4) LIMITATION ON NEW LONG-RANGE PENE-
TRATING BOMBER AIRCRAFT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, none of 
the funds authorized to be appropriated or 
otherwise made available for any of fiscal 
years 2024 through 2028 for the Department of 
Defense may be obligated or expended for 
purchasing more than 80 B–21 long-range 
penetrating bomber aircraft. 

(5) PROHIBITION ON F–35 NUCLEAR MISSION.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for fis-
cal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter for 
the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be used to make the F– 
35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft capable of 
carrying nuclear weapons. 

(6) PROHIBITION ON NEW AIR-LAUNCHED 
CRUISE MISSILE.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, none of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made 
available for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal 
year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense or the Department of Energy may be 
obligated or expended for the research, de-
velopment, test, and evaluation or procure-
ment of the long-range stand-off weapon or 
any other new air-launched cruise missile or 
for the W80 warhead life extension program. 

(7) PROHIBITION ON NEW INTERCONTINENTAL 
BALLISTIC MISSILE.—Notwithstanding any 
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other provision of law, none of the funds au-
thorized to be appropriated or otherwise 
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense may be obligated or expended for the 
research, development, test, and evaluation 
or procurement of the LGM–35 Sentinel, pre-
viously known as the ground-based strategic 
deterrent, or any new intercontinental bal-
listic missile. 

(8) TERMINATION OF URANIUM PROCESSING 
FACILITY.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds authorized to 
be appropriated or otherwise made available 
for fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year there-
after for the Department of Defense or the 
Department of Energy may be obligated or 
expended for the Uranium Processing Facil-
ity located at the Y–12 National Security 
Complex, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

(9) PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT AND DE-
PLOYMENT OF NEW LOW-YIELD WARHEAD.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, 
none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for fis-
cal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter for 
the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended to deploy the W76–2 low-yield nuclear 
warhead or any other low-yield or nonstra-
tegic nuclear warhead. 

(10) PROHIBITION ON NEW SUBMARINE- 
LAUNCHED CRUISE MISSILE.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, none of the funds 
authorized to be appropriated or otherwise 
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense or the Department of Energy may be 
obligated or expended for the research, de-
velopment, test, and evaluation or procure-
ment of a new submarine-launched cruise 
missile capable of carrying a low-yield or 
nonstrategic nuclear warhead, as the 2022 
Nuclear Posture Review found this system 
‘‘no longer necessary’’. 

(11) LIMITATION ON PLUTONIUM PIT PRODUC-
TION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, none of the funds au-
thorized to be appropriated or otherwise 
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter for the Department of De-
fense or the Department of Energy may be 
obligated or expended for expanding produc-
tion of plutonium pits at the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico, 
or the Savannah River Site, South Carolina, 
until the Administrator for Nuclear Security 
submits to the appropriate committees of 
Congress an integrated master schedule and 
total estimated cost for the National Nu-
clear Security Administration’s overall plu-
tonium pit production effort during the pe-
riod of 2025 through 2035. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHEDULE.—The 
schedule required to be submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall— 

(i) include timelines, resources, and budg-
ets for planned work; and 

(ii) be consistent with modern manage-
ment standards and best practices as de-
scribed in guidelines of the Government Ac-
countability Office. 

(12) PROHIBITION ON SUSTAINMENT OF B83–1 
BOMB.—Notwithstanding other provision of 
law, none of the funds authorized to be ap-
propriated or otherwise made available for 
fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter 
for the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended for the sustainment of the B83–1 
bomb, as the 2022 Nuclear Posture Review de-
clared the B83-1 ‘‘will be retired’’. 

(13) PROHIBITION ON SPACE-BASED MISSILE 
DEFENSE.—Notwithstanding other provision 
of law, none of the funds authorized to be ap-
propriated or otherwise made available for 
fiscal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter 

for the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended for the research, development, test, 
and evaluation or procurement of a space- 
based missile defense system. 

(14) PROHIBITION ON THE W–93 WARHEAD.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for fis-
cal year 2024 or any fiscal year thereafter for 
the Department of Defense or the Depart-
ment of Energy may be obligated or ex-
pended for the procurement and deployment 
of a W–93 warhead on a submarine launched 
ballistic missile. 

(d) REPORTS REQUIRED.— 
(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Energy shall jointly submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
outlining the plan of each Secretary to carry 
out subsection (c). 

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March 
1, 2024, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of En-
ergy shall jointly submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report outlining 
the plan of each Secretary to carry out sub-
section (c), including any updates to pre-
viously submitted reports. 

(3) ANNUAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS ACCOUNT-
ING.—Not later than September 30, 2024, and 
annually thereafter, the President shall 
transmit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a report containing a comprehen-
sive accounting by the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget of the amounts 
obligated and expended by the Federal Gov-
ernment for each nuclear weapon and related 
nuclear program during— 

(A) the fiscal year covered by the report; 
and 

(B) the life cycle of such weapon or pro-
gram. 

(4) COST ESTIMATE REPORT.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Energy shall jointly submit to 
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port outlining the estimated cost savings 
that result from carrying out subsection (c). 

(e) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and the Committee 
on Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

SA 3041. Mr. MARKEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 

Subtitle G—Taiwan ASSURE Act 
SEC. 1294. SHORT TITLES. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Taiwan 
Actions Supporting Security by Undertaking 
Regular Engagements Act’’ or the ‘‘Taiwan 
ASSURE Act’’. 

SEC. 1295. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Consistent with the Asia Reassurance 

Initiative Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–409), 
the United States has grown its strategic 
partnership with Taiwan’s vibrant democ-
racy of 23,000,000 people. 

(2) Section 2(b) of the Taiwan Relations 
Act (22 U.S.C. 3301(b)) declares that it is the 
policy of the United States— 

(A) ‘‘to preserve and promote extensive, 
close, and friendly commercial, cultural, and 
other relations between the people of the 
United States and the people on Taiwan, as 
well as the people on the China mainland and 
all other peoples of the Western Pacific 
area’’; and 

(B) ‘‘to declare that peace and stability in 
the [Western Pacific] area are in the polit-
ical, security, and economic interests of the 
United States, and are matters of inter-
national concern’’. 

(3) In recent years, the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) has inten-
sified its efforts to diplomatically isolate 
and intimidate Taiwan through— 

(A) punitive economic measures; 
(B) increased military provocations; and 
(C) exertions of malign influence to under-

mine democracy in Taiwan. 
(4) To ensure the durability of the United 

States policy under the Taiwan Relations 
Act (Public Law 115–409), it is necessary— 

(A) to reinforce— 
(i) Taiwan’s international participation; 
(ii) Taiwan’s global economic integration; 

and 
(iii) the credibility of Taiwan’s military 

deterrent; and 
(B) to simultaneously take measures to re-

duce the risk of miscalculation among the 
PRC, the United States, and Taiwan. 

(5) Taiwan’s meaningful participation in 
international organizations in which state-
hood is not a requirement benefits the global 
community, as evidenced by the fact that 
Taiwan was the first to inform the World 
Health Organization of cases of atypical 
pneumonia reported in Wuhan, China, on De-
cember 31, 2019. 

(6) Despite the COVID–19 pandemic cre-
ating an opportunity for the Government of 
the PRC to launch a disinformation cam-
paign aimed at sowing internal social divi-
sion and undermining confidence in the re-
sponse of Taiwanese authorities, Taiwan has 
been overwhelmingly successful in control-
ling the pandemic. 

(7) The Global Cooperation and Training 
Framework, a United States-Taiwan-Japan 
platform for Taiwan to share its expertise 
with the world, has sponsored nearly 30 
workshops since 2015 to share Taiwan’s 
knowledge on issues such as addressing 
COVID–19 misinformation, disaster relief, 
women’s empowerment, and good govern-
ance. 

(8) Section 2(b)(2) of the Taiwan Relations 
Act (22 U.S.C. 3301(b)(2)) states it is the pol-
icy of the United States ‘‘to declare that 
peace and stability in the [Western Pacific] 
area are in the political, security, and eco-
nomic interests of the United States, and are 
matters of international concern’’. 

(9) The PRC’s recent military activities 
around Taiwan, including conducting 10 
transits and military exercises near Taiwan 
since January 2021 and 380 sorties into Tai-
wan’s Air Defense Identification Zone in 2020 
(the greatest number since 1996), have desta-
bilized Northeast Asia. 

(10) Increased air and sea activity in and 
around the Taiwan Strait and the East China 
Sea by the PRC, Taiwan, the United States, 
and Japan increase the likelihood of acci-
dents that may— 

(A) escalate tensions around Taiwan; and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:17 Jul 24, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00155 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A23JY6.112 S23JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E

---



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5314 July 23, 2024 
(B) undermine the stability across the Tai-

wan Strait and regional peace in the North-
east Asia. 

SEC. 1296. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) United States engagement with Taiwan 

should focus on actions, activities, and pro-
grams that mutually benefit the United 
States and Taiwan; 

(2) the United States should prioritize— 
(A) people-to-people exchanges; 
(B) bilateral and multilateral economic co-

operation; and 
(C) assisting Taiwan’s efforts to partici-

pate in international institutions; 
(3) the United States should pursue new en-

gagement initiatives with Taiwan, such as— 
(A) enhancing cooperation on science and 

technology; 
(B) joint infrastructure development in 

third countries; 
(C) renewable energy and environmental 

sustainability development; and 
(D) investment screening coordination; 
(4) the United States should expand its fi-

nancial support for the Global Cooperation 
and Training Framework, and encourage 
like-minded countries to co-sponsor work-
shops, to showcase Taiwan’s capacity to con-
tribute to solving global challenges in the 
face of the Government of the PRC’s cam-
paign to isolate Taiwan in the international 
community; 

(5) to advance the goals of the April 2021 
Department of State guidance expanding un-
official United States-Taiwan contacts, the 
United States, Taiwan, and Japan should 
aim to host Global Cooperation and Training 
Framework workshops timed to coincide 
with plenaries and other meetings of inter-
national organizations in which Taiwan is 
unable to participate; 

(6) the United States should support efforts 
to engage regional counterparts in Track 1.5 
and Track 2 dialogues on the stability across 
the Taiwan Strait, which are important for 
increasing strategic awareness amongst all 
parties and the avoidance of conflict; 

(7) United States arms sales to Taiwan 
should support Taiwan’s asymmetric defense 
capabilities, as outlined in Taiwan’s Overall 
Defense Concept, and improve Taiwan’s mili-
tary deterrent; 

(8) bilateral confidence-building measures 
and crisis stability dialogues between the 
United States and the PRC are important 
mechanisms for maintaining deterrence and 
stability across the Taiwan Strait and 
should be prioritized; and 

(9) the United States and the PRC should 
prioritize the use of a fully operational mili-
tary crisis hotline to provide a mechanism 
for the leadership of the two countries to 
communicate directly in order to quickly re-
solve misunderstandings that could lead to 
military escalation. 

SEC. 1297. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) CHINA; PRC.—The terms ‘‘China’’ and 
‘‘PRC’’ mean the People’s Republic of China. 

(3) TAIWAN AUTHORITIES.—The term ‘‘Tai-
wan authorities’’ means officials of the Gov-
ernment of Taiwan. 

SEC. 1298. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR THE GLOBAL COOPERATION 
AND TRAINING FRAMEWORK. 

There are authorized to be appropriated for 
the Global Cooperation and Training Frame-
work under the Economic Support Fund au-
thorized under section 531 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2346), $6,000,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2022 through 2025, 
which may be expended for trainings and ac-
tivities that increase Taiwan’s economic and 
international integration. 
SEC. 1299. ENHANCING PARTNERSHIP. 

(a) NATIONAL GUARD PARTNERSHIP PRO-
GRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State and the appro-
priate Taiwan authorities, shall submit a re-
port to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees regarding the feasibility and advis-
ability of establishing a National Guard 
partnership program between United States 
National Guard forces and the Armed Forces 
Reserve Command of Taiwan (referred to in 
this section as ‘‘Taiwan’s Reserve Com-
mand’’). 

(2) OBJECTIVES.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall examine how the estab-
lishment of a National Guard partnership 
program would— 

(A) advance Taiwan’s Reserve Command’s 
ability to recruit, train, and equip its forces, 
including its ability to require and provide 
regular individual and collective training to 
all reserve forces; 

(B) cultivate relationships among United 
States and Taiwan reserve forces at the tac-
tical, operational, and strategic levels; 

(C) enhance Taiwan’s ability to respond to 
humanitarian disasters; and 

(D) strengthen Taiwan’s ability to defend 
against outside military aggression. 

(3) CONTENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a comprehensive assessment of the pol-
icy opportunities and drawbacks associated 
with establishing a National Guard partner-
ship program; 

(B) an assessment of any statutory or ad-
ministrative barriers to establishing such a 
program, including a determination of the 
feasibility and advisability of— 

(i) modifying existing National Guard part-
nership authorities; or 

(ii) establishing new authorities, as appro-
priate; 

(C) an evaluation of the capacity of— 
(i) United States National Guard forces to 

support such a program; and 
(ii) Taiwan’s Reserve Command forces to 

absorb such a program; 
(D) a determination of the most appro-

priate entities within the Department of De-
fense and Taiwan’s Reserve Command to lead 
such a program; and 

(E) a determination of additional resources 
and authorities that may be required to exe-
cute such a program. 

(4) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
under paragraph (1) shall be unclassified, but 
may include a classified annex if the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of State 
determine that the inclusion of a classified 
annex is appropriate. 

(b) TAIWAN’S ASYMMETRIC DEFENSE STRAT-
EGY.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Defense, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a classified 
report, with an unclassified summary, as-
sessing the implementation of Taiwan’s 
asymmetric defense strategy, including the 
priorities identified in Taiwan’s Overall De-
fense Concept. 

SEC. 1299A. SUPPORTING CONFIDENCE BUILDING 
MEASURES AND STABILITY DIA-
LOGUES. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary 
of State, in coordination with the Secretary 
of Defense, shall submit an unclassified re-
port, with a classified annex, to the appro-
priate congressional committees that in-
cludes— 

(1) a description of all military-to-military 
dialogues and confidence-building measures 
between the United States and the PRC dur-
ing the 10-year period ending on the date of 
the enactment of this Act; 

(2) a description of all bilateral and multi-
lateral diplomatic engagements with the 
PRC in which cross-Strait issues were dis-
cussed during such 10-year period, including 
Track 1.5 and Track 2 dialogues; 

(3) a description of the efforts in the year 
preceding the submission of the report to 
conduct engagements described in para-
graphs (1) and (2); and 

(4) a description of how and why the en-
gagements described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
have changed in frequency or substance dur-
ing such 10-year period. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated for 
the Department of State, and, as appro-
priate, the Department of Defense, no less 
than $2,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 
2022 through 2025, which shall be used to sup-
port existing Track 1.5 and Track 2 strategic 
dialogues facilitated by independent non-
profit organizations in which participants 
meet to discuss cross-Strait stability issues. 

SA 3042. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself 
and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. STUDY AND REPORT ON DEPART-

MENT OF DEFENSE USE OF CHI-
NESE-MADE UNMANNED GROUND 
VEHICLE SYSTEMS AND PROHIBI-
TION ON DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
PROCUREMENT AND OPERATION OF 
SUCH SYSTEMS. 

(a) STUDY AND REPORT ON USE IN DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE SYSTEMS OF CHINESE-MADE 
UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE SYSTEMS AND 
COMPONENTS.— 

(1) STUDY AND REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall— 

(A) conduct a study on the use in Depart-
ment of Defense systems of covered un-
manned ground vehicle systems and critical 
electronic components of such systems relat-
ing to the collection and transmission of sen-
sitive information, made by covered foreign 
entities; and 

(B) submit to the congressional defense 
committees a report on the findings of the 
Secretary with respect to the study con-
ducted pursuant to subparagraph (A). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study conducted pursu-
ant to paragraph (1)(A) shall cover the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The extent to which covered unmanned 
ground vehicle systems and critical elec-
tronic components of such systems made by 
covered foreign entities are used by the De-
partment. 
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(B) The extent to which such systems and 

critical electronic components are used by 
contractors of the Departments. 

(C) The nature of the use described in sub-
paragraph (B). 

(D) An assessment of the national security 
threats associated with using such systems 
and components in health care, critical in-
frastructure, and emergency applications of 
the Department. Such assessment shall 
cover concerns relating to the following: 

(i) Cybersecurity. 
(ii) Technological maturity of the systems 

and components. 
(iii) Technological vulnerabilities in the 

systems and components that may be ex-
ploited by foreign adversaries of the United 
States. 

(E) Actions taken by the Department to 
identify and list covered foreign entities 
that— 

(i) develop or manufacture covered un-
manned ground vehicle systems or compo-
nents of such systems; and 

(ii) have a military-civil nexus on the list 
maintained by the Department under section 
1260H(b) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 
113 note). 

(F) The feasibility and advisability of di-
recting the Defense Innovation Unit to de-
velop a list of United States manufacturers 
of covered unmanned ground vehicle systems 
and components of such systems. 

(G) Such other matters as the Secretary 
considers appropriate. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT AND OP-
ERATION BY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OF COV-
ERED UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE SYSTEMS 
FROM COVERED FOREIGN ENTITIES.— 

(1) PROHIBITION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Secretary of Defense may 
not procure or operate any covered un-
manned ground vehicle system that— 

(i) is manufactured or assembled by a cov-
ered foreign entity; or 

(ii) includes a critical electronic compo-
nent of the system relating to the collection 
and transmission of sensitive information, 
that is manufactured or assembled by a cov-
ered foreign entity. 

(B) APPLICABILITY TO CONTRACTED SERV-
ICES.—The prohibition under subparagraph 
(A) with respect to the operation of covered 
unmanned ground vehicles systems applies 
to any such system that is being used by the 
Department of Defense through the method 
of contracting for the services of such sys-
tems. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary of Defense 
is exempt from any restrictions under sub-
section (a) in a case in which the Secretary 
determines that the procurement or oper-
ation— 

(A) is required in the national interest of 
the United States; and 

(B) is for the sole purposes of— 
(i) research, evaluation, training, testing, 

or analysis for electronic warfare, informa-
tion warfare operations, cybersecurity, or 
the development of unmanned ground vehi-
cle system or counter-unmanned ground ve-
hicle system technology; or 

(ii) conducting counterterrorism or coun-
terintelligence activities, protective mis-
sions, Federal criminal or national security 
investigations (including forensic examina-
tions), electronic warfare, information war-
fare operations, cybersecurity activities, or 
the development of unmanned ground vehi-
cle system or counter-unmanned ground ve-
hicle system technology. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term 

‘‘covered foreign country’’ means any of the 
following: 

(A) the People’s Republic of China. 
(B) The Russian Federation. 
(C) The Islamic Republic of Iran. 
(D) The Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea 
(2) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term 

‘‘covered foreign entity’’ means an entity 
that is domiciled in a covered foreign coun-
try or subject to influence or control by the 
government of a covered foreign country, as 
determined by the Secretary of Defense. 

(3) COVERED UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE 
SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘covered unmanned 
ground vehicle system’’— 

(A) means a mechanical device that— 
(i) is capable of locomotion, navigation, or 

movement on the ground; and 
(ii) operates at a distance from one or more 

operators or supervisors based on commands 
or in response to sensor data, or through any 
combination thereof; and 

(B) includes— 
(i) remote surveillance vehicles, autono-

mous patrol technologies, mobile robotics, 
and humanoid robots; and 

(ii) the vehicle, its payload, and any exter-
nal devised used to control the vehicle. 

(4) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘execu-
tive agency’’ has the meaning given the term 
in section 133 of title 41, United States Code. 

SA 3043. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title II, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE-ENABLED 

WEAPON SYSTEMS CENTER OF EX-
CELLENCE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTER OF EXCEL-
LENCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall establish a center of excellence to sup-
port the development and maturation of ar-
tificial intelligence-enabled weapon systems 
by organizations within the Department of 
Defense that— 

(A) were in effect on the day before the 
date of the enactment of this Act; and 

(B) have appropriate core competencies re-
lating to the functions specified in sub-
section (b). 

(2) DESIGNATION.—The center of excellence 
established pursuant to paragraph (1) shall 
be known as the ‘‘Artificial Intelligence-En-
abled Weapon Systems Center of Excellence’’ 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Center’’). 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Center shall— 
(1) capture, analyze, assess, and share les-

sons learned across the Department of De-
fense regarding the latest advancements in 
artificial intelligence-enabled weapon sys-
tems, countermeasures, tactics, techniques 
and procedures, and training methodologies; 

(2) facilitate collaboration among the De-
partment of Defense and foreign partners, in-
cluding Ukraine, to identify and promulgate 
best practices, standards, and benchmarks; 

(3) facilitate collaboration among the De-
partment, industry, and academia in the 
United States, including industry with ex-
pertise in autonomous weapon systems and 
other nontraditional weapon systems that 
utilize artificial intelligence as determined 
by the Secretary; 

(4) serve as a focal point for digital talent 
training and upskilling for the Department, 
and as the Secretary considers appropriate, 

provide enterprise-level tools and solutions 
based on these best practices, standards, and 
benchmarks; and 

(5) carry out such other responsibilities as 
the Secretary determines appropriate. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall— 

(1) submit to the congressional defense 
committees a report that includes a plan for 
the establishment of the Center; and 

(2) provide the congressional defense com-
mittees a briefing on the plan submitted 
under paragraph (1). 

(d) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE-ENABLED 
WEAPON SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘artificial intelligence-enabled 
weapon system’’ includes autonomous weap-
on systems, as determined by the Secretary 
of Defense. 

SA 3044. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself 
and Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. REQUIREMENT FOR INFORMATION 

SHARING AGREEMENTS. 
Section 7201(d) of the James M. Inhofe Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2023 (2 U.S.C. 4112(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking 

‘‘DESIGNATION’’ and inserting ‘‘SINGLE POINTS 
OF CONTACT’’; 

(B) by striking subparagraph (A) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—On and after the date of 
enactment of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025— 

‘‘(i) the Director of the Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency shall serve 
as the single point of contact with the legis-
lative branch on matters related to tactical 
and operational cybersecurity threats and 
security vulnerabilities; and 

‘‘(ii) the Assistant Director of the Counter-
intelligence Division of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation shall serve as the single 
point of contact with the legislative branch 
on matters related to tactical and oper-
ational counterintelligence.’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘The 
individuals designated by the President 
under subparagraph (A)’’ and inserting ‘‘The 
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency and the Assistant Di-
rector of the Counterintelligence Division of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘the 
date of enactment of this Act, the individ-
uals designated by the President under para-
graph (1)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘the date of en-
actment of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2025, the Director of 
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency and the Assistant Director of 
the Counterintelligence Division of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘the date of enactment of 

this Act, the individuals designated by the 
President under paragraph (1)(A)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the date of enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2025, the Director of the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency and the 
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Assistant Director of the Counterintel-
ligence Division of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation’’; 

(B) by inserting ‘‘congressional leader-
ship,’’ after ‘‘paragraph (2)(A),’’; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘Oversight and Reform’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Oversight and Account-
ability’’. 

SA 3045. Mr. RUBIO submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1216. UNITED STATES-JORDAN DEFENSE CO-

OPERATION. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘United States-Jordan Defense 
Cooperation Act of 2024’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that expeditious consideration of 
certifications of letters of offer to sell de-
fense articles, defense services, design and 
construction services, and major defense 
equipment to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan under section 36(b) of the Arms Export 
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2776(b)) is fully con-
sistent with United States security and for-
eign policy interests and the objectives of 
world peace and security. 

(c) ENHANCED DEFENSE COOPERATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—During the 3-year period 

beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
shall be treated as if it were a country listed 
in the provisions of law described in para-
graph (2) for purposes of applying and admin-
istering such provisions of law. 

(2) COVERED PROVISIONS OF LAW.—The pro-
visions of law described in this paragraph are 
as follows: 

(A) Subsections (b)(2), (d)(2)(B), (d)(3)(A)(i), 
and (d)(5) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2753). 

(B) Subsections (e)(2)(A), (h)(1)(A), and 
(h)(2) of section 21 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
2761). 

(C) Subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(6), (c), and 
(d)(2)(A) of section 36 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
2776). 

(D) Section 62(c)(1) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
2796a(c)(1)). 

(E) Section 63(a)(2) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
2796b(a)(2)). 

(d) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—Sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, the 
Secretary of State is authorized to enter 
into a memorandum of understanding with 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to in-
crease economic support funds, military co-
operation, including joint military exercises, 
personnel exchanges, support for inter-
national peacekeeping missions, and en-
hanced strategic dialogue. 

SA 3046. Mr. RUBIO submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the 
following: 

SEC. 1035. PROHIBITION ON ACCESS BY CERTAIN 
INDIVIDUALS TO CERTAIN AREAS OF 
AIRPORTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLES.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Secure Airports From Enemies 
Act’’ or the ‘‘SAFE Act’’. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 
449 of title 49, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 44930. Prohibition on certain access by cer-

tain individuals 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the 

terms ‘secured area’, ‘Security Identification 
Display Area’, and ‘sterile area’ have the 
meanings given such terms in section 1540.5 
of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations. 

‘‘(b) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Administrator of 
the Transportation Security Administration 
may not permit any access to the locations 
specified in subsection (c) to any individual 
who is a representative of, or acting on be-
half of, a country specified in subsection (d). 

‘‘(c) LOCATIONS SPECIFIED.—The locations 
specified in this subsection are the following: 

‘‘(1) The secured area of an airport. 
‘‘(2) The Security Identification Display 

Area of an airport. 
‘‘(3) The sterile area of an airport. 
‘‘(4) The air cargo area of an airport. 
‘‘(d) COUNTRIES SPECIFIED.—A country 

specified in this subsection is a country the 
government of which the Secretary of State 
determines, or has determined at any time 
during the immediately preceding 3 years, 
has repeatedly provided support for inter-
national terrorism pursuant to— 

‘‘(1) section 1754(c)(1)(A) of the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 
4813(c)(1)(A)); 

‘‘(2) section 620A of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371); 

‘‘(3) section 40 of the Arms Export Control 
Act (22 U.S.C. 2780); or 

‘‘(4) any other provision of law.’’. 
(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

contents for subchapter I of chapter 449 of 
title 49, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the following: 
‘‘44930. Prohibition on certain access by cer-

tain individuals.’’. 

SA 3047. Mr. RUBIO submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. PROHIBITION ON IMPORTATION OF 

CRUDE OIL, PETROLEUM, PETRO-
LEUM PRODUCTS, AND LIQUEFIED 
NATURAL GAS FROM VENEZUELA 
AND IRAN. 

(a) FINDING.—Congress makes the following 
findings: 

(1) Article XXI of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade provides for security ex-
ceptions to the rules of the World Trade Or-
ganization to allow a member of the World 
Trade Organization to take actions ‘‘nec-
essary for the protection of its essential se-
curity interests’’ during ‘‘time of war or 
other emergency in international relations’’ 
or ‘‘to prevent any contracting party from 
taking any action in pursuance of its obliga-
tions under the United Nations Charter for 
the maintenance of international peace and 
security’’. 

(2) The actions of the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela and the Islamic Republic of 

Iran to finance and facilitate the participa-
tion of foreign terrorist organizations in on-
going conflicts and illicit activities, in a 
manner that is detrimental to the security 
interests of the United States, warrants tak-
ing action under that Article. 

(b) PROHIBITION.—The importation of crude 
oil, petroleum, petroleum products, and liq-
uefied natural gas from Venezuela and Iran 
is prohibited. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition under sub-
section (b) does not apply with respect to 
crude oil, petroleum, petroleum products, or 
liquefied natural gas seized by the United 
States Government for violations of sanc-
tions imposed by the United States. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The prohibition 
under subsection (b) applies with respect to 
articles entered, or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption, on or after the date 
that is 15 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

SA 3048. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and 
Mr. OSSOFF) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. FHA MORTGAGE INSURANCE PRO-

GRAM FOR MORTGAGES FOR FIRST 
RESPONDERS. 

Section 203 of the National Housing Act (12 
U.S.C. 1709) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(z) FHA MORTGAGE INSURANCE PROGRAM 
FOR MORTGAGES FOR FIRST RESPONDERS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) FIRST RESPONDER.—The term ‘first re-

sponder’ means an individual who is, as at-
tested by the individual— 

‘‘(i)(I) employed full-time by a law enforce-
ment agency of the Federal Government, a 
State, a Tribal government, or a unit of gen-
eral local government; and 

‘‘(II) in carrying out such full-time em-
ployment, sworn to uphold, and make arrests 
for violations of, Federal, State, county, 
township, municipal, or Tribal laws, or au-
thorized by law to supervise sentenced crimi-
nal offenders or individuals with pending 
criminal charges; 

‘‘(ii) employed full-time as a firefighter, 
paramedic, or emergency medical technician 
by a fire department or emergency medical 
services responder unit of the Federal Gov-
ernment, a State, a Tribal government, or a 
unit of general local government; or 

‘‘(iii) employed as a full-time teacher by a 
State-accredited public school or private 
school that provides direct services to stu-
dents in grades pre-kindergarten through 12. 

‘‘(B) FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER.—The term 
‘first-time homebuyer’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 104 of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing 
Act (42 U.S.C. 12704). 

‘‘(C) STATE.—The term ‘State’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 201. 

‘‘(D) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT.—The term ‘Trib-
al government’ means the recognized gov-
erning body of any Indian or Alaska Native 
tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, commu-
nity, component band, or component res-
ervation, individually identified (including 
parenthetically) in the list published most 
recently pursuant to section 104 of the Fed-
erally Recognized Indian Tribe List Act of 
1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131). 
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‘‘(2) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may, upon 

application by a mortgagee, insure any 
mortgage eligible for insurance under this 
subsection to an eligible mortgagor and, 
upon such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, make commitments 
for the insurance of such mortgages prior to 
the date of their execution or disbursement. 

‘‘(3) MORTGAGE TERMS; MORTGAGE INSUR-
ANCE PREMIUM.— 

‘‘(A) TERMS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A mortgage insured 

under this subsection shall— 
‘‘(I) be made to an eligible mortgagor; 
‘‘(II) comply with the requirements estab-

lished under paragraphs (1) through (7) of 
subsection (b); and 

‘‘(III) be used only to— 
‘‘(aa) purchase or repair a 1-family resi-

dence, including a 1-family dwelling unit in 
a condominium project, to serve as a prin-
cipal residence of the mortgagor, as attested 
by the mortgagor; or 

‘‘(bb) purchase a principal residence of the 
mortgagor, as attested by the mortgagor, 
which is— 

‘‘(AA) a manufactured home to be perma-
nently affixed to a lot that is owned by the 
mortgagor and titled as real property; or 

‘‘(BB) a manufactured home and a lot to 
which the home will be permanently affixed 
that is titled as real property. 

‘‘(ii) NO DOWN PAYMENT.—Notwithstanding 
any provision to the contrary in the matter 
following subsection (b)(2)(B) with respect to 
first-time homebuyers— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary may insure any mort-
gage that involves an original principal obli-
gation (including allowable charges and fees 
and the premium pursuant to subparagraph 
(B) of this paragraph) in an amount not to 
exceed 100 percent of the appraised value of 
the property involved; and 

‘‘(II) the mortgagor of a mortgage de-
scribed in subclause (I) shall not be required 
to pay any amount, in cash or its equivalent, 
on account of the property. 

‘‘(B) MORTGAGE INSURANCE PREMIUM.— 
‘‘(i) UP-FRONT PREMIUM.—The Secretary 

shall establish and collect an insurance pre-
mium in connection with mortgages insured 
under this subsection that is a percentage of 
the original insured principal obligation of 
the mortgage amount, which shall be col-
lected at the time and in the manner pro-
vided under subsection (c)(2)(A), except that 
the premiums collected under this subpara-
graph— 

‘‘(I) may be in an amount that exceeds 3 
percent of the amount of the original insured 
principal obligation of the mortgage; and 

‘‘(II) may be adjusted by the Secretary 
from time to time by increasing or decreas-
ing such percentages as the Secretary con-
siders necessary, based on the performance 
of mortgages insured under this subsection 
and market conditions. 

‘‘(ii) PROHIBITION OF MONTHLY PREMIUMS.— 
A mortgage insured under this subsection 
shall not be subject to a monthly insurance 
premium, including a premium under sub-
section (c)(2)(B). 

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE MORTGAGORS.—The mort-
gagor for a mortgage insured under this sub-
section shall, at the time the mortgage is ex-
ecuted— 

‘‘(A) be a first-time homebuyer; 
‘‘(B) have completed a program of housing 

counseling provided through a housing coun-
seling agency approved by the Secretary; 

‘‘(C) as attested by the mortgagor— 
‘‘(i) be employed as a first responder; 
‘‘(ii) have been— 
‘‘(I) employed as a first responder for not 

less than 4 of the 5 years preceding the date 
on which the mortgagor submitted an appli-
cation to insure the mortgage under this sec-
tion; or 

‘‘(II) released from employment as a first 
responder due to an occupation-connected 
disability resulting from such duty or em-
ployment; 

‘‘(iii) be in good standing as a first re-
sponder and not on probation or under inves-
tigation for conduct that, if determined to 
have occurred, is grounds for termination of 
employment; 

‘‘(iv) in good faith intend to continue as a 
first responder for not less than 1 year fol-
lowing the date of closing on the mortgage; 
and 

‘‘(v) have previously never been the mort-
gagor under a mortgage insured under this 
subsection; 

‘‘(D) meet such requirements as the Sec-
retary shall establish to ensure that insur-
ance of the mortgage represents an accept-
able risk to the Mutual Mortgage Insurance 
Fund; and 

‘‘(E) meet such underwriting requirements 
as the Secretary shall establish to meet ac-
tuarial objectives identified by the Sec-
retary, which may include avoiding a posi-
tive subsidy rate or complying with the cap-
ital ratio requirement under section 205(f)(2). 

‘‘(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out the program under this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) $660,000 for fiscal year 2024, to remain 
available until expended; and 

‘‘(B) $160,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2030, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

‘‘(6) REAUTHORIZATION REQUIRED.—The au-
thority to enter into new commitments to 
insure mortgages under this subsection shall 
expire on the date that is 5 years after the 
date on which the Secretary first makes 
available insurance for mortgages under this 
subsection.’’. 

SA 3049. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. DUR-
BIN (for himself, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KING, Mr. 
LEE, and Mr. SCHUMER)) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 3696, to im-
prove rights to relief for individuals af-
fected by non-consensual activities in-
volving intimate digital forgeries, and 
for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Disrupt Ex-
plicit Forged Images and Non-Consensual 
Edits Act of 2024’’ or the ‘‘DEFIANCE Act of 
2024’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that: 
(1) Digital forgeries, often called 

deepfakes, are synthetic images and videos 
that look realistic. The technology to create 
digital forgeries is now ubiquitous and easy 
to use. Hundreds of apps are available that 
can quickly generate digital forgeries with-
out the need for any technical expertise. 

(2) Digital forgeries can be wholly ficti-
tious but can also manipulate images of real 
people to depict sexually intimate conduct 
that did not occur. For example, some dig-
ital forgeries will paste the face of an indi-
vidual onto the body of a real or fictitious 
individual who is nude or who is engaging in 
sexual activity. Another example is a photo-
graph of an individual that is manipulated to 
digitally remove the clothing of the indi-
vidual so that the person appears to be nude. 

(3) The individuals depicted in such digital 
forgeries are profoundly harmed when the 
content is produced, disclosed, or obtained 
without the consent of those individuals. 
These harms are not mitigated through la-
bels or other information that indicates that 
the depiction is fake. 

(4) It can be destabilizing to victims when-
ever those victims are depicted in sexual dig-
ital forgeries against their will, as the pri-
vacy of those victims is violated and the vic-
tims lose control over their likeness and 
identity. 

(5) Victims can feel helpless because the 
victims— 

(A) may not be able to determine who has 
created the content; and 

(B) do not know how to prevent further dis-
closure of the digital forgery or how to pre-
vent more forgeries from being made. 

(6) Victims may be fearful of being in pub-
lic out of concern that individuals the vic-
tims encounter have seen the digital for-
geries. This leads to social rupture through 
the loss of the ability to trust, stigmatiza-
tion, and isolation. 

(7) Victims of non-consensual, sexually in-
timate digital forgeries may experience de-
pression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation. 
These victims may also experience the ‘‘si-
lencing effect’’ in which the victims with-
draw from online spaces and public discourse 
to avoid further abuse. 

(8) Digital forgeries are often used to— 
(A) harass victims, interfering with their 

employment, education, reputation, or sense 
of safety; or 

(B) commit extortion, sexual assault, do-
mestic violence, and other crimes. 

(9) Because of the harms caused by non- 
consensual, sexually intimate digital for-
geries, such digital forgeries are considered 
to be a form of image-based sexual abuse. 
SEC. 3. CIVIL ACTION RELATING TO DISCLOSURE 

OF INTIMATE IMAGES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1309 of the Con-

solidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (15 U.S.C. 
6851) is amended— 

(1) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘OR NON-
CONSENSUAL ACTIVITY INVOLVING DIGITAL FOR-
GERIES’’ after ‘‘INTIMATE IMAGES’’; and 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘com-

petent,’’ after ‘‘conscious,’’; 
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6) 

as paragraphs (6) and (7), respectively; 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (5); 
(D) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(3) DIGITAL FORGERY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘digital for-

gery’ means any intimate visual depiction of 
an identifiable individual created through 
the use of software, machine learning, artifi-
cial intelligence, or any other computer-gen-
erated or technological means, including by 
adapting, modifying, manipulating, or alter-
ing an authentic visual depiction, that, when 
viewed as a whole by a reasonable person, is 
indistinguishable from an authentic visual 
depiction of the individual. 

‘‘(B) LABELS, DISCLOSURE, AND CONTEXT.— 
Any visual depiction described in subpara-
graph (A) constitutes a digital forgery for 
purposes of this paragraph regardless of 
whether a label, information disclosed with 
the visual depiction, or the context or set-
ting in which the visual depiction is dis-
closed states or implies that the visual de-
piction is not authentic.’’; 

(E) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(5) DEPICTED’’ and inserting 

‘‘(5) IDENTIFIABLE’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘depicted individual’’ and 

inserting ‘‘identifiable individual’’; and 
(F) in paragraph (6)(A), as so redesig-

nated— 
(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and in-

serting a semicolon; 
(ii) in clause (ii)— 
(I) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘indi-

vidual;’’ and inserting ‘‘individual; or’’; and 
(II) by striking subclause (III); and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
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‘‘(iii) an identifiable individual engaging in 

sexually explicit conduct; and’’. 

(b) CIVIL ACTION.—Section 1309(b) of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (15 
U.S.C. 6851(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (A) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (5)— 
‘‘(i) an identifiable individual whose inti-

mate visual depiction is disclosed, in or af-
fecting interstate or foreign commerce or 
using any means or facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce, without the consent of 
the identifiable individual, where such dis-
closure was made by a person who knows or 
recklessly disregards that the identifiable 
individual has not consented to such disclo-
sure, may bring a civil action against that 
person in an appropriate district court of the 
United States for relief as set forth in para-
graph (3); 

‘‘(ii) an identifiable individual who is the 
subject of a digital forgery may bring a civil 
action in an appropriate district court of the 
United States for relief as set forth in para-
graph (3) against any person that knowingly 
produced or possessed the digital forgery 
with intent to disclose it, or knowingly dis-
closed or solicited the digital forgery, if— 

‘‘(I) the identifiable individual did not con-
sent to such production or possession with 
intent to disclose, disclosure, or solicitation; 

‘‘(II) the person knew or recklessly dis-
regarded that the identifiable individual did 
not consent to such production or possession 
with intent to disclose, disclosure, or solici-
tation; and 

‘‘(III) such production, disclosure, solicita-
tion, or possession is in or affects interstate 
or foreign commerce or uses any means or 
facility of interstate or foreign commerce; 
and 

‘‘(iii) an identifiable individual who is the 
subject of a digital forgery may bring a civil 
action in an appropriate district court of the 
United States for relief as set forth in para-
graph (3) against any person that knowingly 
produced the digital forgery if— 

‘‘(I) the identifiable individual did not con-
sent to such production; 

‘‘(II) the person knew or recklessly dis-
regarded that the identifiable individual— 

‘‘(aa) did not consent to such production; 
and 

‘‘(bb) was harmed, or was reasonably likely 
to be harmed, by the production; and 

‘‘(III) such production is in or affects inter-
state or foreign commerce or uses any means 
or facility of interstate or foreign com-
merce.’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘IDENTIFI-

ABLE’’ before ‘‘INDIVIDUALS’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘an individual who is under 

18 years of age, incompetent, incapacitated, 
or deceased, the legal guardian of the indi-
vidual’’ and inserting ‘‘an identifiable indi-
vidual who is under 18 years of age, incom-
petent, incapacitated, or deceased, the legal 
guardian of the identifiable individual’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘identifiable’’ before ‘‘indi-

vidual’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘depiction’’ and inserting 

‘‘intimate visual depiction or digital for-
gery’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘distribution’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘disclosure, solicitation, or possession’’; 
and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘identifiable’’ before indi-

vidual; 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘or digital forgery’’ after 

each place the term ‘‘depiction’’ appears; and 

(iii) by inserting ‘‘, solicitation, or posses-
sion’’ after ‘‘disclosure’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); 

(4) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(3) RELIEF.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In a civil action filed 

under this section, an identifiable individual 
may recover— 

‘‘(i) damages as provided under subpara-
graph (C); and 

‘‘(ii) the cost of the action, including rea-
sonable attorney fees and other litigation 
costs reasonably incurred. 

‘‘(B) PUNITIVE DAMAGES AND OTHER RE-
LIEF.—The court may, in addition to any 
other relief available at law, award punitive 
damages or order equitable relief, including 
a temporary restraining order, a preliminary 
injunction, or a permanent injunction order-
ing the defendant to delete, destroy, or cease 
display or disclosure of the intimate visual 
depiction or digital forgery. 

‘‘(C) DAMAGES.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(i), the identifiable individual may 
recover— 

‘‘(i) liquidated damages in the amount of— 
‘‘(I) $150,000; or 
‘‘(II) $250,000 if the conduct at issue in the 

claim was— 
‘‘(aa) committed in relation to actual or 

attempted sexual assault, stalking, or har-
assment of the identifiable individual by the 
defendant; or 

‘‘(bb) the direct and proximate cause of ac-
tual or attempted sexual assault, stalking, 
or harassment of the identifiable individual 
by any person; or 

‘‘(ii) actual damages sustained by the indi-
vidual, which shall include any profits of the 
defendant that are attributable to the con-
duct at issue in the claim that are not other-
wise taken into account in computing the 
actual damages. 

‘‘(D) CALCULATION OF DEFENDANT’S PROF-
IT.—For purposes of subparagraph (C)(ii), to 
establish the defendant’s profits, the identi-
fiable individual shall be required to present 
proof only of the gross revenue of the defend-
ant, and the defendant shall be required to 
prove the deductible expenses of the defend-
ant and the elements of profit attributable 
to factors other than the conduct at issue in 
the claim. 

‘‘(4) PRESERVATION OF PRIVACY.—In a civil 
action filed under this section, the court 
may issue an order to protect the privacy of 
a plaintiff, including by— 

‘‘(A) permitting the plaintiff to use a pseu-
donym; 

‘‘(B) requiring the parties to redact the 
personal identifying information of the 
plaintiff from any public filing, or to file 
such documents under seal; and 

‘‘(C) issuing a protective order for purposes 
of discovery, which may include an order in-
dicating that any intimate visual depiction 
or digital forgery shall remain in the care, 
custody, and control of the court.’’; 

(5) in paragraph (5)(A), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking ‘‘image’’ and inserting ‘‘vis-

ual depiction or digital forgery’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘depicted’’ and inserting 

‘‘identifiable’’; and 
(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—Any action 

commenced under this section shall be 
barred unless the complaint is filed not later 
than 10 years from the later of— 

‘‘(A) the date on which the identifiable in-
dividual reasonably discovers the violation 
that forms the basis for the claim; or 

‘‘(B) the date on which the identifiable in-
dividual reaches 18 years of age. 

‘‘(7) DUPLICATIVE RECOVERY BARRED.—No 
relief may be ordered under paragraph (3) 
against a person who is subject to a judg-

ment under section 2255 of title 18, United 
States Code, for the same conduct involving 
the same identifiable individual and the 
same intimate visual depiction or digital for-
gery.’’. 

(c) CONTINUED APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL, 
STATE, AND TRIBAL LAW.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—This Act shall not be con-
strued to impair, supersede, or limit a provi-
sion of Federal, State, or Tribal law. 

(2) NO PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this Act 
shall prohibit a State or Tribal government 
from adopting and enforcing a provision of 
law governing disclosure of intimate images 
or nonconsensual activity involving a digital 
forgery, as defined in section 1309(a) of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (15 
U.S.C. 6851(a)), as amended by this Act, that 
is at least as protective of the rights of a vic-
tim as this Act. 
SEC. 4. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this Act, an amendment 
made by this Act, or the application of such 
a provision or amendment to any person or 
circumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remaining provisions of and amendments 
made by this Act, and the application of the 
provision or amendment held to be unconsti-
tutional to any other person or cir-
cumstance, shall not be affected thereby. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
law clerks to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee be granted floor privileges 
until July 26, 2024: Nile Debebe, Ella 
Kimbell, Erin Rogers, David Jaffe, 
Colin Dunkley, and Cole Hernandez. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DISRUPT EXPLICIT FORGED IM-
AGES AND NON-CONSENSUAL 
EDITS ACT OF 2024 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 3696 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3696) to improve rights to relief 
for individuals affected by non-consensual 
activities involving intimate digital for-
geries, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Durbin-Grassley sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 3049), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further 
debate on the bill as amended. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

further debate on the bill as amended? 
Hearing none, the bill having been 

read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill, as amended, pass? 

The bill (S. 3696), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I finally ask that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. That, by the way, 
just to note, is the deepfakes bill. It 
passed right now, as opposed to a few 
minutes ago. 

f 

PREVENTING THE FINANCING OF 
ILLEGAL SYNTHETIC DRUGS ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs Com-
mittee be discharged from and the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1076. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1076) to require the Comp-
troller General of the United States to carry 
out a study on the trafficking into the 
United States of synthetic drugs, and related 
illicit finance, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 1076) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
that was the fentanyl bill led by Sen-
ators CORTEZ MASTO and ROSEN that I 
mentioned a few minutes ago. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 
24, 2024 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
now, finally, I ask unanimous consent 
that when the Senate completes its 
business today, it stand adjourned 
until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, July 24; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and morning business be closed; that 
following the conclusion of morning 
business, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to resume consideration of 
the Way nomination; further, that not-
withstanding rule XXII, the cloture 
vote on the Way nomination occur at 
3:15 p.m. and the cloture votes on the 
Landy and Taylor nominations occur 
at 5 p.m. in the order in which cloture 
was filed; further, that the Senate re-
cess from 11:45 a.m. until 3 p.m.; fur-

ther, that if cloture is invoked on any 
of the nominations, the confirmation 
votes occur at times to be determined 
by the majority leader in consultation 
with the Republican leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, as a re-
minder, tomorrow at 2 p.m., Binyamin 
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel, 
will address a joint meeting of Con-
gress. Senators should gather in the 
Senate Chamber at 1:20 p.m., and we 
will proceed to the House Chamber at 
1:30 p.m. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senators WELCH 
and SANDERS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
f 

ISRAEL 

Mr. WELCH. Madam President, in re-
cent weeks, the attention of the Amer-
ican people has been on the rapidly 
evolving campaign for the Presidency 
issues. But while our national media 
and the focus have shifted, it is impor-
tant that we do not lose sight of the 
crisis in Gaza, where innocent people 
have suffered one calamity after an-
other. 

Also in recent weeks, thousands of 
defenseless, homeless people sheltering 
in schools, including one located in an 
area reportedly designated by the 
Israeli military as a humanitarian safe 
zone, have been targeted by the Israeli 
military with missiles supplied by the 
United States. Regrettably, scores 
have been killed, and hundreds have 
been wounded. 

What little is left of Gaza’s demol-
ished hospitals have no capacity to 
properly treat injuries. Children are 
particularly vulnerable in this conflict. 
Thousands of children have been killed. 
Thousands have sustained severe inju-
ries that require surgery or advanced 
medical care, and many suffer from 
other life-threatening illnesses, like 
cancer, that are going completely un-
treated. In the past 9 months, only 19 
of these children have been allowed to 
leave Gaza, and that is shocking. 

Today, my colleagues and I sent a 
letter to the Ambassadors of Israel and 
Egypt calling on them to work to-
gether, with the full cooperation of the 
United States, so that these children 
can leave Gaza and get the medical 
care they desperately need, and I urge 
their governments to do that. Gaza’s 
children have paid far too high a price 
in this war. 

Negotiations for a cease-fire between 
Israel and Hamas have been on again 
and off again. Each time we hear of a 

possible breakthrough, one side or the 
other makes a new demand, and then 
weeks pass without further word of 
progress, and the suffering continues. I 
hope soon they will reach agreement 
on a cease-fire. 

In the meantime, it is hard to imag-
ine the depth of misery suffered by the 
Palestinian people. It is also hard to 
imagine the depth of misery suffered 
by the hostages trapped underground 
for 9 months, subject to constant psy-
chological and physical abuse by their 
captors. 

I have spoken many times about the 
war in Gaza. It was a war, in my view, 
poorly conceived, with vague goals 
that were nothing more than slogans— 
not unlike our own failed wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu was 
warned not to repeat our mistakes, but 
instead of heeding that advice, he has 
pursued a scorched-earth strategy that 
has destroyed Gaza and killed tens of 
thousands of people who had absolutely 
nothing to do with the atrocities com-
mitted by Hamas on October 7. Two 
million destitute people are homeless, 
suffering from acute hunger, and facing 
the real possibility of death at any mo-
ment. 

Mr. Netanyahu and—I use this word 
intentionally—his extremist Ministers 
have divided the Israeli people, divided 
the American people, and damaged 
Israel’s standing on the global stage. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s war has been car-
ried out with our war planes, our 
tanks, our guns, our bombs, missiles, 
and bullets. It has been carried out in 
a manner shockingly inconsistent with 
the principle of proportionality, a cen-
tral element of international humani-
tarian law that is designed to protect 
the innocent—international law that 
Israel and the United States are both 
bound to respect. 

The counterresponse that we hear is 
that because Hamas fighters hide in 
tunnels and use civilian houses and 
buildings to carry out their attacks, 
anything is a legitimate target—even, 
apparently, if it means killing 50 Pal-
estinians and wounding 100 in order to 
kill 1 Hamas combatant. 

Of course, Israel has the right to go 
after those involved in the October 7 
attacks. I support that. Hamas merci-
lessly slaughtered 1,200 innocent 
Israelis, and the perpetrators of those 
atrocities must not escape punishment. 
But that does not give Israel the right 
to use weapons supplied by the United 
States to kill 30 times the number of 
innocent Palestinians as though their 
lives are worth nothing. That is wrong. 

Meanwhile, in the West Bank, at-
tacks against Palestinians by Israeli 
settlers—illegal Israeli settlers—have 
skyrocketed, and hundreds have been 
killed. 

Last week, the International Court of 
Justice ruled that Israel’s decades-long 
occupation of the West Bank violates 
international law and amounts to an-
nexation. The court called on Israel to 
cease new settlement activities, which 
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is also the policy of the United States, 
and called on it to end the occupation. 

As often happens, people’s attention 
fades or shifts to other priorities close 
to home. That is understandable, but 
that is also why it is important to re-
member—to remember that the bombs 
keep falling, and an appalling number 
of civilians keep dying in Gaza in a war 
that has gone on far, far too long; to 
remember that this war, in which the 
United States is complicit by providing 
these arms, was orchestrated by a 
Prime Minister who has no strategy— 
no strategy—for peace between Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

A Prime Minister who has no vision 
for the future, who has acted delib-
erately to undercut U.S. policy at 
every turn, and still, he is invited here 
to this Congress. 

I will not be attending Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu’s address tomorrow. 
While I welcome a constructive discus-
sion on how to end this conflict and 
achieve lasting peace and security for 
Israelis and Palestinians, I am not in-
terested in participating in a political 
stunt. 

We, the United States, have a moral 
responsibility to do everything we can 
to help end this war and prevent fur-
ther loss of innocent lives, and that in-
cludes holding our allies and partners 
to the same standards that we expect 
of ourselves and the rest of the world. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 

want to commend my fellow 
Vermonter for his remarks. I wanted to 
say a few words on the same subject. 

Madam President, tomorrow, 
Wednesday, will be a unique moment in 
congressional history. Throughout the 
many years of our country, leaders 
from dozens of countries with all kinds 
of political backgrounds and persua-
sions have been invited to address a 
joint session of Congress. To the best of 
my knowledge, however, tomorrow will 
be unique. In bringing Prime Minister 
Netanyahu to address a joint meeting 
of Congress, it will be the first time in 
American history that a war criminal 
has been given that honor. 

Frankly, this invitation to 
Netanyahu is a disgrace and something 
that we will look back on with regret. 
With this invitation, it will be impos-
sible, with a straight face, for the 
United States to lecture any country 
on Earth about human rights and 
human dignity. 

As you well know, along with the 
Hamas leader, Yahya Sinwar, and sev-
eral others, Prime Minister Netanyahu 
has been credibly accused of war 
crimes by the International Criminal 
Court, the ICC. That Court may soon 
issue arrest warrants for Sinwar and 
Netanyahu. 

The case against Sinwar and his 
Hamas accomplices is clear. They were 
organizers of the horrific October 7 ter-
rorist attack on Israel that began this 
war and involved the mass murder of 

1,200 innocent men, women, and chil-
dren, the taking of hostages, and sex-
ual violence. These war crimes are well 
documented, and very few people would 
dispute the merits of these charges. 

The ICC’s prosecutors’ charges 
against Netanyahu are also well found-
ed. The charges focus on the starvation 
of civilians as a method of war, as well 
as intentional attacks against the ci-
vilian population. Specifically, the 
prosecutor says that Netanyahu is re-
sponsible for ‘‘depriving [civilians] of 
objects indispensable to their survival, 
including willfully impeding relief sup-
plies as provided for under the Geneva 
Conventions.’’ 

A separate U.N. independent Com-
mission of Inquiry likewise found that 
both Hamas and the Israeli military 
have committed war crimes since Octo-
ber 7, leading to widespread civilian 
deaths. The Commission said the 
Israeli military’s ‘‘intentional use of 
heavy weapons with large destructive 
capacity in densely populated areas 
constitutes an intentional and direct 
attack on the civilian population, par-
ticularly affecting women and chil-
dren.’’ 

I think we all agree that Israel had 
the right to defend itself against the 
horrific Hamas attack on October 7, 
but Netanyahu’s extreme, rightwing 
government has, since that attack, 
waged what amounts to a total war—a 
total war—against the entire Pales-
tinian people, making life unlivable in 
Gaza and killing tens of thousands. 
These actions have trampled on inter-
national law, on American law, and on 
basic human values. 

I understand that the mass media 
and many of us in Congress have been 
preoccupied in recent weeks with the 
awful assassination attempt against 
former President Trump and the 
changes at the top of the Democratic 
Presidential ticket. But while all that 
is going on, it is absolutely irrespon-
sible for us to turn our backs on one of 
the worst humanitarian disasters in 
modern history, especially when that 
disaster has been aided and abetted by 
U.S. taxpayer dollars and weapons. In 
other words, it is not just the Israeli 
Government; it is us and our money 
and our weaponry as well. 

Let us be clear. Let us be very clear 
as to what is going on in Gaza right 
now. Since this war began, among a 
population of 2.2 million people, at 
least 39,000 Palestinians have been 
killed and 89,000 injured—60 percent of 
whom are women, children, or elderly 
people. Most observers believe that the 
death toll is much higher because thou-
sands of people remain buried under 
the mountains of rubble; their bodies 
have not yet been recovered. 

Some 1.9 million people, out of a pop-
ulation of 2.2 million, have been driven 
from their homes, 90 percent of the 
population. Take a deep breath—90 per-
cent of the population driven from 
their homes. The vast majority of 
these desperate and poor people have 
now been displaced not once, not twice, 

but, in some cases, four or five times, 
herded around like cattle. Just yester-
day—yesterday—Israel announced an-
other evacuation order for Khan Yunis, 
and 150,000 people were forced to flee on 
a moment’s notice just yesterday. 

When we talk about housing in Gaza, 
it is not just that people have been dis-
placed time and time again. More than 
60 percent of Gaza’s housing has been 
damaged or destroyed, including 221,000 
housing units that have been com-
pletely destroyed. Where are these peo-
ple going to go to if and when this war 
ever ends? And with that housing de-
struction, more than a million people 
remain permanently homeless. Entire 
neighborhoods have been wiped out. 
Today, more than a million Palestin-
ians—almost half of the population of 
Gaza—are living in tents trying to find 
shelter, trying to find protection from 
the intense summer heat in that area. 

But it is not just the housing that 
has been destroyed. Gaza’s civilian in-
frastructure has also been devastated. 
Water and sewer systems have been 
made inoperable—and the result: Raw 
sewage is running through the streets 
of Gaza, spreading disease, and there is 
very little clean water. Many roads are 
impassable, and there is virtually no 
electricity now in Gaza. 

But it is not just the housing that 
has been destroyed, not just the infra-
structure that has been destroyed. 
Gaza had 12 universities, schools of 
higher learning. Every single one of 
those universities has been bombed, 
and 88 percent of all school buildings 
have been damaged. In other words, 
under Mr. Netanyahu’s leadership, the 
entire educational system in Gaza has 
been annihilated. In fact, 540 people 
have been killed while sheltering— 
sheltering—in U.N. schools. 

But it is not just the housing that 
has been destroyed, not just the infra-
structure of Gaza that has been de-
stroyed, not just the educational sys-
tem which has been destroyed. At a 
time when almost 90,000 people are 
dealing with war-related injuries in 
Gaza—including many, many children 
who have lost their arms and their legs 
or are suffering all kinds of diseases— 
the healthcare system in Gaza has been 
systemically obliterated. Madam Presi-
dent, 21 of Gaza’s 36 hospitals are com-
pletely out of service, and the remain-
der can only partially function. The 
World Health Organization has re-
corded more than 1,000 attacks on 
healthcare facilities since October 7. 
As a result, disease is spreading due to 
shortages of clean water, sanitation, 
and hygiene. Cases of hepatitis, dys-
entery, and other infections are on the 
rise. And cases of polio have now been 
detected. 

Malnourished women struggle to 
breastfeed their newborns. Formula is 
inaccessible and even when available 
cannot be used without reliable sources 
of clean water. So the tiniest children 
and their mothers suffer as well, as a 
result. 

But it is not just displacement of 1.9 
million people. It is not just the mass 
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destruction of housing. It is not just 
the obliteration of the infrastructure. 
It is not just the destruction of the 
educational system. It is not just the 
annihilation of the healthcare system 
in Gaza that we are seeing. It is even 
worse than that. 

And I hope that my colleagues who 
attend Mr. Netanyahu’s remarks on 
Wednesday remember this as they rise 
time and time again to give him stand-
ing ovations. As a result of Israeli re-
strictions on humanitarian aid, people 
in Gaza are now starving to death. So 
remember when people stand up and 
applaud, children, women, innocent 
people in Gaza are now starving to 
death. According to the best available 
research, drawing on leading experts 
from the U.N. and other aid organiza-
tions around the world, some 495,000 
Palestinians face starvation. These 
groups estimate that more than 50,000 
children require treatment for acute 
malnutrition and are at risk of starv-
ing to death. At least 30 documented— 
I suspect it is a lot higher number than 
that—have already starved to death. 
So when you stand up and applaud that 
guy, remember the starving children 
that he has created. 

But even those who get the lifesaving 
care they need, the children will carry 
the scars of this disaster for the rest of 
their lives. As every psychologist will 
tell you, a child’s brain develops fast-
est in the first 2 years of life, and child-
hood malnutrition does lifelong cog-
nitive and physical damage. That is 
what Netanyahu is doing to the chil-
dren of Gaza. 

And I would ask my colleagues to 
stop for a moment and also think 
about the psychological damage this 
war has done to the children there. 
Imagine being a child living with the 
constant buzzing of drones above your 
head, wondering whether those drones 
are going to rain fire and bullets onto 
your home, wondering if they might 
strike you at any moment. 

Imagine being a little 5-year-old wit-
nessing your relatives killed, your 
neighborhood destroyed. Think about 
being a 10-year-old going hungry night 
after night and searching around for 
water and for food to survive. Think 
about being pushed from one place to 
another not knowing where you will be 
tomorrow, carrying your little water, 
your few belongings through streets 
running with sewage and amid piles of 
rubble and trash. 

That is what Mr. Netanyahu, the 
man Congress is honoring tomorrow, 
has done to the children of Gaza. Ac-
cording to the U.N. and virtually every 
humanitarian organization functioning 
in Gaza, Israel has intentionally 
blocked humanitarian aid—including 
food, water, and medical supplies— 
from reaching the desperate people of 
Gaza. 

And let us be clear: There is no—no— 
excuse for this. Blocking humanitarian 
aid, killing aid workers, and creating 
the conditions for starvation—these 
are not only acts of extreme cruelty, 

but they are clear violations of both 
U.S. and international law. They are 
war crimes. They are war crimes. And 
Netanyahu heads the government that 
has enacted these policies. 

So, tomorrow, when Netanyahu 
comes before Congress, I hope that, for 
one second, the Members who attend 
will focus—just for a second—on the 
starving children in Gaza. I hope, while 
they applaud, that they will think 
about the hundreds of aid workers 
killed, the dozens of hospitals bombed, 
the housing destroyed, and the univer-
sities obliterated. 

When Mr. Netanyahu rises to speak 
tomorrow, I also hope that my col-
leagues remember that all this death 
and destruction is not just the unfortu-
nate byproduct of a brutal war. Re-
venge and destruction are the explicit 
policy of Netanyahu’s extremist right-
wing government. 

Two days into the war—2 days—after 
October 7, Israeli Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant said: 

I have ordered a complete siege on the 
Gaza Strip. There will be no electricity, no 
food, no fuel, everything is closed. We are 
fighting human animals and we are acting 
accordingly. 

And that is exactly how they have 
pursued this war. They define the Pal-
estinian people as human animals, and, 
tragically, they have acted consistent 
with that view. 

Let us remember and understand 
that the Israel of today is not the 
Israel of the past. It is now run by a 
rightwing extremist government. 

National Security Minister Ben-Gvir, 
the man who oversees the police, has 
long advocated for the forcible expul-
sion of Palestinians from the region. 

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, 
the man responsible for the occupied 
West Bank, is also an extreme racist 
and has called for the expulsion of Pal-
estinians from the land. He has called 
for segregated hospital wards for Jews 
and Arabs because ‘‘Arabs are my en-
emies.’’ And that is the man who is in 
charge of the occupied West Bank. And 
that is the current Israeli Finance Min-
ister as well. 

It should come as no surprise that 
this extremist government, in addition 
to destroying Gaza, has overseen 
record Israeli settlement in the occu-
pied West Bank, in violation of inter-
national law and commitments to the 
United States. Israeli forces and vigi-
lante settlers have killed more than 500 
Palestinians in the West Bank since 
October 7, including 131 children. 

Just last week, the International 
Court of Justice issued a ruling on the 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank. A 
panel of 15 accomplished judges from 
around the world confirmed what most 
of the world has long known: that oc-
cupation is illegal and must end. 

I know that there are some here in 
Congress—not many, but some—who 
have condemned Netanyahu and his ex-
tremist government. But condemning 
Netanyahu is not enough. We cannot 
condemn a Prime Minister, who the 

ICC considers to be a war criminal, 
while at the same time continuing to 
provide his government with tens of 
billions of dollars in military aid. That 
is hypocrisy at its worst. 

Just today, I am happy to say, seven 
major trade unions here in the United 
States, including the Association of 
Flight Attendants, the American Post-
al Workers Union, the International 
Union of Painters, the National Edu-
cation Association, the Service Em-
ployees International Union, the 
United Auto Workers, and the United 
Electrical Workers—some of the larg-
est unions in America, representing 
some 6 million workers—sent a letter 
to President Biden calling on him to 
immediately halt all military aid to 
Israel. 

And they are absolutely right. 
Netanyahu is a rightwing extremist 
and a war criminal who has devoted his 
career to killing the prospects of a two- 
state solution and lasting peace in the 
region. He should not be welcome to 
the U.S. Congress. 

On the contrary, his policies in Gaza 
and the West Bank should be roundly 
condemned and his rightwing extremist 
government should not receive another 
nickel from U.S. taxpayers. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until Wednesday, July 24, 
2024, at 10 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:37 p.m., 
adjourned until Wednesday, July 24, 
2024, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION 

LISA T. BALLANCE, OF OREGON, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION FOR A TERM EXPIR-
ING MAY 13, 2027, VICE FRANCES M.D. GULLAND, TERM 
EXPIRED. 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

MATTHEW JAMES MARZANO, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
FOR THE TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2028. 
VICE JEFFREY MARTIN BARAN, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

DAVID SAMUEL JOHNSON, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE INSPEC-
TOR GENERAL FOR TAX ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT 
OF THE TREASURY, VICE J. RUSSELL GEORGE, DE-
CEASED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

GABRIEL ESCOBAR, OF TEXAS, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY. 

NATIONAL INDIAN GAMING COMMISSION 

PATRICE H. KUNESH, OF MINNESOTA, TO BE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE NATIONAL INDIAN GAMING COMMISSION FOR 
THE TERM OF THREE YEARS, VICE E. SEQUOYAH 
SIMERMEYER, TERM EXPIRED. 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS THE CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU AND 
APPOINTMENT IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION 
OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 10502: 

To be general 

LT. GEN. STEVEN S. NORDHAUS 
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THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be general 

LT. GEN. JOHN D. LAMONTAGNE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be general 

LT. GEN. RANDALL REED 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. MICHAEL L. AHMANN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. MICHAEL L. DOWNS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. EVAN L. PETTUS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. REBECCA J. SONKISS 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. JOEL B. VOWELL 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. GAVIN A. LAWRENCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. CURTIS A. BUZZARD 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. EDMOND M. BROWN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. GREGORY J. BRADY 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be admiral 

VICE ADM. ALVIN HOLSEY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. PETER A. GARVIN 

IN THE SPACE FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. DEVIN R. PEPPER 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE 
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be colonel 

DEWEE S. DEBUSK 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major 

KYLE Y. TOBARA 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be colonel 

DANIEL E. BALL 
JASON R. DE LA VEGA 
JOSE E. PLAZA–ORTIZ 
CHRISTOPHER E. POWERS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be colonel 

SHANNON D. HUNTLEY 
DAVID A. NAGEL 
EVAN J. STARCEVIC 
WILLIAM D. VANPOOL 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR TEMPORARY 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
605: 

To be captain 

ALLEN M. AGOR 
DAVID R. BEAM 
KEVIN J. BEHM 
MICHAEL J. BROWN 
EMIL D. DINNOCENZO 
THOMAS T. DIXON 
STEVEN A. DYKSTRA 
LEE R. FIKE 
SYLVESTER R. FOLEY IV 
ROBERT J. GILLIS, JR. 
CHRISTOPHER D. HOLLAND 
JOHN E. HOLTHAUS 
KENNETH C. INGLE 
REED A. KITCHEN 
MICHAEL J. KOS 
ROBERT A. LOW 
KENNETH C. PACKARD 
ISAAC M. PELT 
MATTHEW B. POWELL 
JOSEPH F. PRESTON 
NICHOLAS R. QUIHUIS 
JON B. QUIMBY 
BRIAN M. RHOADES 
TAD J. ROBBINS 
CHRISTOPHER W. ROSE 
MICHAEL S. SILVER 
GARTH W. STORZ 
JOSLYN M. VENEY 
GERALD V. WEERS 

To be commander 

DANIEL P. BERGEN II 
DAVID L. BRYANT 
ERIC N. CLOW 
BRENDAN P. DANNER 
KRISTOPHER K. DEVISSER 
CHRISTOPHER T. DEYOUNG 
JOEL J. HUBBARD 
MEGHAN A. HUGHES 
ANDREW R. JACOBS 
MARCUS A. JOHNSON 
BARBARA K. MOREJON 
WESLEY F. MUSSELMAN 
JOHN M. ROSATI, JR. 
JACOB A. SHAFFER 
GREGORY M. SHINEGO 

To be lieutenant commander 

JEFFREY I. AYCO 
DUNCAN X. BACKER 
MARCUS A. BOLLES 
ANDREW BONNER 
SEAN M. BRENNAN 
MELISSA M. CARDENAS 
COLE M. CARLSON 
JONATHAN J. CLEMENTE 
TIMOTHY M. EICHLER 
NICHOLAS C. FERNANDEZ 
JOHN W. FOUNDS, JR. 
BRIAN A. FRITZ 
NICOLAS D. HART 
CRISTINA HAYWOOD 
KURT A. HEIDEMANN 
DANIEL A. HODGES 
JUDSON B. HOLCOMBE 
BENJAMIN M. HOLSBO 
MARCUS C. HUNT 
JORDAN S. LLOYD 
COLIN J. LUZZI 
ALEXANDER J. MARSHALL 
CONNER J. MONETTE 

MARK A. NASH 
MARCUS B. PADILLA 
ANNA N. PAZ 
HEATH E. PERKEY 
TAYLOR A. ROGERS 
THOMAS R. SHAW 
ROBERT L. STEP 
ADAM C. TAYLOR 
BRYAN E. TRACY 
DANIEL S. TSUJI 
ADAM R. VEIT 
JOHNNY T. WATSON 
MAXWELL E. WIECHEC 
JONATHAN A. YUEN 

FOREIGN SERVICE 

THE FOLLOWING–NAMED CAREER MEMBERS OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO 
BE A FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER, A CONSULAR OFFICER, 
AND A SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

ANDRAY ABRAHAMIAN, OF CALIFORNIA 
JASON SLOANE ADAMS, OF VIRGINIA 
JAIME ALPAUGH, OF VIRGINIA 
RICHARD CLARK ANDERSON, OF VIRGINIA 
JACQUELINE LEIGH ANDROS, OF VIRGINIA 
THOMAS MACAULAY BABINGTON, OF MARYLAND 
JAMES LANDERN BARKER, OF VIRGINIA 
JAMES J. BARNES, OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
KATHRYN GRIESS BARUJA, OF NEW MEXICO 
AMANDA R. BELKIN, OF VIRGINIA 
NANCY M. BELLINO, OF TEXAS 
LAUREN BENE, OF VIRGINIA 
MARA NIELLE BIRD, OF CALIFORNIA 
JEFFREY L. BIRSCHBACH, OF ILLINOIS 
TRACE A. BISKIN, OF VIRGINIA 
SARAH LOUISE BLANCHARD, OF FLORIDA 
FOREST L. BOLES, OF OREGON 
CLARA HILARY ENGLE BOLEY, OF TEXAS 
EMILY E. BREHOB, OF MICHIGAN 
CHARLES B. BROCKNER, OF VIRGINIA 
KATHERINE S. BUNNEY, OF VIRGINIA 
SARAH WHITNEY FELCH BURKE, OF VIRGINIA 
LEVI JESSE BURKETT, OF OREGON 
JUSTIN BERNARD CAMPBELL, OF VIRGINIA 
DAVID MICHAEL CARDWELL, OF VIRGINIA 
AJA ALIANNA CARTER, OF VIRGINIA 
STEPHEN Y. CHEN, OF WASHINGTON 
MOHMOUD CHIKH–ALI, OF VIRGINIA 
TAYLOR FONTE COFIELD, OF COLORADO 
RYAN MATTHEW COOPER, OF VIRGINIA 
ROBERT BENJAMIN COPPER, OF VIRGINIA 
CODY JESSE CRAIG, OF VIRGINIA 
GAVIN DAVIS CRONKRITE, OF VIRGINIA 
KEVIN R. CROOKSHANK, OF ILLINOIS 
SARAH M. DAVIS, OF TENNESSEE 
PIETRO C. DISCIASCIO, OF VIRGINIA 
KEVIN PAUL DOLLIVER, OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
JAMES T. DUKE, OF NEW JERSEY 
DANA DURKEE, OF MINNESOTA 
JEREMY ORLAND EVANS, OF IDAHO 
JOEL L. FERNANDEZ, OF VIRGINIA 
RACHAEL MARIE FINLEY, OF NORTH CAROLINA 
AURELIE FLORIAN, OF WASHINGTON 
JOHN W. FOSTER, OF PENNSYLVANIA 
SYDNEY L. FREEMAN, OF NEW JERSEY 
GIDEON M. FRENCH, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
COLLEEN FRENCH, OF VIRGINIA 
JOHN BENJAMIN GALLAGHER, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-

LUMBIA 
DEVON M. GAN, OF COLORADO 
WILLIAM TODD GARRISON, OF FLORIDA 
KELLY L. GEOGHEGAN, OF VIRGINIA 
BRENT GEORGE GIBBONS, OF VIRGINIA 
DOUGLAS M. GRANE, OF PENNSYLVANIA 
CHANEL G. GRICE, OF HAWAII 
KARRIE A. GURBACKI, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CAITLIN J. GUSTAFSON, OF VIRGINIA 
PETER F. HAMM, OF VIRGINIA 
DAVID J. HAMMOND, OF ARIZONA 
HASSAN Y. HASSEN, OF GEORGIA 
EMILY MARGARET WARD HOFFMAN, OF VIRGINIA 
AARON HUANG, OF CALIFORNIA 
GUSTAVUS MANFRED HULIN, OF FLORIDA 
QUINN C. HUNTER, OF VIRGINIA 
ASHLEY T. INMAN, OF FLORIDA 
MICHAEL J. IRVINE, OF VIRGINIA 
DIANA L. JOHNSON, OF VIRGINIA 
JENNIFER M. JOHNSON, OF VIRGINIA 
CLINTON D. JOHNSON, OF VIRGINIA 
MATTHEW RYAN JONES, OF VIRGINIA 
LEAH JORDANO–KUDALIS, OF MINNESOTA 
ABBEY LYNN JORSTAD–CANNATA, OF THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA 
KELLY DIIRO JUAREZ, OF IOWA 
TRISHA KAY JUH, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
MATTHEW MILES KATSUKI, OF VIRGINIA 
SARA ANNE KAUFFMAN, OF TEXAS 
THANVA KHOUVONGSAVANH, OF VIRGINIA 
DANA LEE KILIAN, OF VIRGINIA 
CLELL KNIGHT, OF VIRGINIA 
JEFFREY WILLIAM KNOKE, OF VIRGINIA 
CHRISTOPHER N. KOOY, OF ILLINOIS 
SHOBHIT KUMAR, OF FLORIDA 
JASON S. KUMAR, OF VIRGINIA 
PETER EDWIN LAFFOON, OF WASHINGTON 
MICHAEL GREGORY LAROCQUE, OF RHODE ISLAND 
JOY HONG–MAY LIN, OF INDIANA 
MING–HUN LIU, OF FLORIDA 
KRISTOFER ANDREW LOFGREN, OF VIRGINIA 
EVAN W. LORD, OF VIRGINIA 
ALEXANDER REID MACINTOSH, OF VIRGINIA 
OLIVIA PUAIPU MAIGRET, OF HAWAII 
DANIEL LAWRENCE MARTELLO, OF VIRGINIA 
LUCY A. MASON, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
PHILLIP JOHN MATIAS, OF CONNECTICUT 
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MAHER K. MATTA, OF VIRGINIA 
BENJAMIN DAVID MAY, OF UTAH 
REBECCA E. MCCALL, OF VIRGINIA 
STEPHANIE M. MENDOZA AGATIC, OF VIRGINIA 
MARK C. MEYER, OF VIRGINIA 
KIRA R. MICHELSON, OF VIRGINIA 
ANNA WATERFIELD MILLER, OF MARYLAND 
ELIZABETH A. MINA, OF PENNSYLVANIA 
MARK AARON MITCHELL, OF VIRGINIA 
GERALDINE L. MONTESINOS, OF NEW YORK 
JOHN JAMES MOONEY, OF VIRGINIA 
REBECCA ELIZABETH MOORE, OF NORTH CAROLINA 
KATHERINE MURPHY, OF VIRGINIA 
ANDREW C. MURRAY, OF VIRGINIA 
CHANIQUA DARNAE NELSON, OF MARYLAND 
KAITLIN E. NITTA, OF VIRGINIA 
SAMUEL M. NORTHRUP, OF KENTUCKY 
MICHELLE KATE OLIVIER, OF VIRGINIA 
PATRICK THOMAS O’NEILL, OF MICHIGAN 
REBECCA–JANE R. ORTIZ, OF VIRGINIA 
RACHEL V. PATTON–MOLITORS, OF WYOMING 
SCOTT PECORARO, OF VIRGINIA 
CRISTINE M. PEDERSEN, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
KATHERINE LEE PLEMONS, OF VIRGINIA 
COLLEEN E. QUIGLEY, OF ARIZONA 
JOHN C. QUINN, OF VIRGINIA 
MICHAEL DAVIS RIEDELL, OF VIRGINIA 
VICTORIA Z. RINDONE, OF VIRGINIA 
NIGEL H. ROBINSON, OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LA TOYA A. ROBINSON, OF VIRGINIA 
WILLIAM H. ROETING, OF VIRGINIA 
ALYSSA J. ROLAND, OF MINNESOTA 
TIMOTHY ALAN RUSSELL, OF TENNESSEE 
NICHOLAS ROBERT SACHANDA, OF VIRGINIA 
JESSICA MARIE SANTOS, OF VIRGINIA 
JUSTIN M. SCARR, OF VIRGINIA 
JAN KRYSTIAN SCISLOWICZ, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-

LUMBIA 
WILLIAM PAUL SEFCIK, OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
ANDREW JOSEPH SHINN, OF CALIFORNIA 
LEANNE MARIE SHOTT, OF VIRGINIA 
KATHERINE K. SMITH, OF DELAWARE 
TARINA JOAN SPEIDEL, OF TENNESSEE 
SEAN PATRICK SRICHANKIJ, OF ARIZONA 
PHILLIP J. STICHA, OF VIRGINIA 
LANA ALAINE SURFACE, OF INDIANA 
DAVID G. TAGLE, OF NEW YORK 
PETER W. TAVES, OF VIRGINIA 
ELISABETH LOUISE THORESON–GREEN, OF NEBRASKA 

HAWI T. TILAHUNE, OF MINNESOTA 
CHARLES H. TISDALE, OF WASHINGTON 
DANTE RENATO TOPPO, OF OREGON 
DARRAH LANE TRELEAVEN, OF VIRGINIA 
CHRISTOPHE M. TRIPLETT, OF ARIZONA 
MEGAN E. TRUXILLO, OF WASHINGTON 
MELIA CLAIRE UNGSON, OF VIRGINIA 
ROBERT A. VILLAR, OF VIRGINIA 
CATHERINE DAKSHINA VOETSCH, OF THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA 
KENT VOS, OF VIRGINIA 
JOHNATHAN A. WALLIS, OF VIRGINIA 
JIRO R. WATERS, OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
JEFFREY LEE WATTS, OF TEXAS 
KATHARINE M. WATTS, OF HAWAII 
RAYMOND CHARLES WHITNEY, OF VIRGINIA 
MARC D. WILLIAMS, OF WASHINGTON 
WILLIAM CHESTER WOJNAROWSKI, OF ILLINOIS 
TARYN ELIZABETH WOLF, OF VIRGINIA 
THOMAS FRANCIS WOODS, OF VIRGINIA 
MARIAM M. YAQUB, OF WASHINGTON 
SARAH SAMANTHA YEE, OF CALIFORNIA 
BO–MOON YEE, OF VIRGINIA 

THE FOLLOWING–NAMED CAREER MEMBERS OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE FOR PROMOTION INTO THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUNSELOR: 

HOLLY KIRKING LOOMIS, OF LOUISIANA 
THOMAS T. JUNG, OF VIRGINIA 

THE FOLLOWING–NAMED CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE FOR PROMOTION INTO THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND A FOR-
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER, A CONSULAR OFFICER, AND A 
SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

ZACK T. KENDALL, OF VIRGINIA 

THE FOLLOWING–NAMED CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE FOR PROMOTION INTO THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND A FOR-
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER, A CONSULAR OFFICER, AND A 
SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, EFFECTIVE JULY 7, 2020: 

KATHERINE L. MEREDITH, OF OHIO 

THE FOLLOWING–NAMED CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE FOR PROMOTION INTO THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND A FOR-
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER, A CONSULAR OFFICER, AND A 

SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 2021: 

THOMAS W. ECKERT, OF VIRGINIA 

THE FOLLOWING–NAMED CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE FOR PROMOTION INTO THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND A FOR-
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER, A CONSULAR OFFICER, AND A 
SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, EFFECTIVE AUGUST 8, 2023: 

WILLIAM P. FERRARI, OF VIRGINIA 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATION 

The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nomination under the 
authority of the order of the Senate of 
01/07/2009 and the nomination was 
placed on the Executive Calendar: 

*JAMES R. IVES, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY. 

*Nominee has committed to respond 
to requests to appear and testify before 
any duly constituted committee of the 
Senate. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate July 23, 2024: 

FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY 

COLLEEN DUFFY KIKO, OF NORTH DAKOTA, TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHOR-
ITY FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JULY 29, 2027. 
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