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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BEN-
JAMIN L. CARDIN, a Senator from the 
State of Maryland. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Our Father in Heaven, author of lib-

erty, who has made and preserved us as 
a nation, bless today our lawmakers 
who are called to serve the Republic by 
bringing order out of chaos, truth out 
of falsehood, and peace out of strife. 
May our Senators lift the shield of 
their integrity against the enemies of 
justice, freedom, and faith at this time 
when the world’s hopes depend on char-
acter. Lord, guide our legislators with 
Your providence until this Nation shall 
gleam undimmed by tears of want, 
worry, and woe. 

Make us all worthy of the sacrifices 
of those who have given the last, full 
measure of devotion for freedom. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 24, 2024. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Kashi Way, of 
Maryland, to be a Judge of the United 
States Tax Court for a term of fifteen 
years. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WELCH). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF ESCORT 
COMMITTEE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Acting 
President pro tempore of the Senate be 
authorized to appoint a committee on 
the part of the Senate to join with a 
like committee on the part of the 
House of Representatives to escort His 
Excellency Binyamin Netanyahu, 
Prime Minister of Israel, into the 
House Chamber for the joint meeting 
on Wednesday, July 24, 2024. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, later 

this afternoon, Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu will address a joint meeting 
of Congress. 

It has been 291 days since Israel suf-
fered the deadliest day for Jews since 
the Holocaust at the hands of evil 
Hamas terrorists. The pain of October 7 
remains fresh because, to this day, at 
least 116 Israeli hostages remain in 
captivity, including women, teenagers, 
the elderly; including American citi-
zens; including New Yorkers—my con-
stituents. 

Yesterday afternoon, I met with 
some of the families of the hostages, 
where I reaffirmed a solemn promise I 
made months ago and each day since: I 
am doing everything in my power to 
ensure their loved ones come home safe 
and sound. Today is yet another oppor-
tunity to fight for just that. 

Even though I disagree with many of 
Bibi Netanyahu’s policies, I will attend 
the speech because the United States’ 
relationship with Israel remains iron-
clad and transcends any Prime Min-
ister or President, and we must do all 
we can to get our hostages home. 

I told the families of the hostages I 
will continue supporting the Biden ad-
ministration and all negotiators as 
they push Hamas to agree to a deal 
that will release the hostages and bring 
relief to Gaza. The negotiators have 
agreed on a framework, and now is the 
time to close the deal. 

Later today, I will also meet with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu during a bi-
partisan, bicameral meeting of the con-
gressional leadership. I promised the 
families I would relay their message di-
rectly with the Prime Minister: Do all 
you can to bring the hostages home 
now. 

Many of the families I met with yes-
terday were the very same families I 
met with during my trip to Israel just 
a few days after the October 7 attack 
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where their loved ones were captured. I 
can only imagine what the last 8 
months have been like for these coura-
geous souls, not knowing if their loves 
ones are even alive. 

I was particularly glad to meet with 
some of the families from New York, 
including the family of Itay Chen, who 
was murdered on October 7 and whose 
body is still being held hostage. I also 
met with the family of Omer Neutra, 
who remains in captivity and whose 
family will be attending the speech as 
my guests. 

Omer was serving as a tank com-
mander near Gaza when he was taken, 
but back home he had his whole life 
ahead of him. He is a student athlete, 
a Knicks fan, the captain of his 
school’s basketball team, and was set 
to attend Binghamton University, one 
of the finest universities in the coun-
try, after his service. And there are 
many, many just like Omer whom we 
still need to bring home. 

There is simply no time to waste 
with a deal within reach. Yesterday, 
another hostage family member told 
me the tragic story of her family. Her 
mother and brother were both taken 
captive by Hamas on October 7. Today, 
her mother is home, released in the No-
vember hostage deal, but her brother is 
dead, murdered in captivity. As she 
told me, ‘‘the difference in fates of her 
mother and her brother lies at the ne-
gotiating table.’’ 

The survival of the hostages depends 
on closing a deal now. The Prime Min-
ister must make bringing the hostages 
home a top priority, and I promised the 
families that is what I will tell him 
when we meet this afternoon. 

KOSA-COPPA 
Mr. President, on a different issue, 

KOSA and COPPA, tomorrow, the Sen-
ate will get the chance to take a major 
step forward on ensuring our kids’ safe-
ty. We will hold a cloture vote on a 
measure that contains two resound-
ingly bipartisan bills: the Kids Online 
Safety Act, or KOSA, and the Children 
and Teens’ Online Privacy Protection 
Act, or COPPA. 

Both of these bills have been around 
since last Congress. Both have gone 
through the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee without opposition. But there 
have been many roadblocks to both 
KOSA and COPPA, and the parents who 
have been pushing and pushing and 
pushing for kids’ online safety are fed 
up with the delay. 

But I believe this time will be dif-
ferent. This time I am very hopeful 
that we can pass these bills through 
the Chamber. 

I have worked closely with Members 
on both sides to get these bills ready 
for the floor. I made sure Members had 
plenty of time to offer their input, 
work through disagreements, and ar-
rive at a consensus. Now, the moment 
to act has arrived. We are going to get 
our chance to take the next big step to-
morrow. 

I have had many difficult meetings 
with constituents as a Member of this 

body, but few, few have been as heart- 
wrenching as the meetings I have had 
with the parents of kids who took their 
own lives because of what happened to 
them on social media. 

I met with one parent from New York 
yesterday whose child suffered this ter-
rible fate. She has lost her child for-
ever. 

And I have met many others back 
home and across the country who are 
in a similar situation. Some of the par-
ents told me about how their kids were 
relentlessly bullied online. Others told 
me about how their kids were targeted 
by predators or duped into buying 
deadly drugs. Virtually all the parents 
shared their stories about the intense 
mental anguish their kids suffered. 

When I talked to the parents who 
lost their children, when I saw the pic-
tures of their kids that they were hold-
ing up yesterday—I have seen those 
pictures before. I think of my kids 
when they were little. I think of my 
grandkids today. What if one of them 
goes online and loses their life? God 
forbid. God forbid. 

The loss shatters your heart, and I 
think to myself that if we could get 
these bills done, it would do so much 
good for millions of families across the 
country. Tomorrow is the day we must 
act. 

So I want to thank so many of the 
Senators who labored tirelessly on 
these bills. I especially want to thank 
Senators BLUMENTHAL and BLACKBURN 
for their work on KOSA, as well as 
Senators MARKEY and CASSIDY for their 
work on COPPA. I also wish to thank 
Chair CANTWELL for her excellent lead-
ership on the Commerce Committee. I 
look forward to voting on advancing 
KOSA/COPPA here on the floor later 
this week. 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. President, now, next topic, to-

night President Biden will address the 
Nation on a most solemn matter, his 
decision—his generous, wonderful deci-
sion—to pass the torch at the end of his 
term and his vision for the future of 
America. 

President Biden’s decision to stand 
down from a second term in office will 
go down as one of the greatest acts of 
patriotism of any President in our 
long, storied U.S. history. To pass the 
torch is one of the hardest decisions 
possible for someone whose life has 
been entirely about leadership, but he 
did it because he believed it was the 
right thing to do for the country he 
loved so much. 

Nevertheless, tonight I expect Presi-
dent Biden to remind the American 
people that one thing hasn’t changed: 
Right now, our democracy stands at a 
crossroads, and we—all of us—have a 
lot of work left to do. 

Democrats want to keep America 
moving forward with greater hope and 
opportunity for everybody. Repub-
licans, on the other hand, are hell-bent 
on taking our country backward with 
chaos, with dysfunction. 

If anyone needed a clearer contrast 
between the Democrats’ and the Re-

publicans’ vision for America, just take 
a look at the latest Trump plan pro-
posed by the very conservative, the 
arch conservative Heritage Founda-
tion. The more the American people 
learn the details of Project 2025, the 
more trouble Donald Trump is going to 
have. Let me say that again: The more 
the American people learn the details 
about Project 2025, the more trouble 
Donald Trump is going to have. The 
Trump plan calls for the most conserv-
ative agenda in American history, 
chocked full of radical, rightwing 
MAGA proposals that are way out of 
line with the mainstream. 

While Democrats are focused on pro-
tecting reproductive rights and a wom-
an’s right to choose, the Trump plan 
lays the groundwork for a national 
abortion ban. While Democrats are fo-
cused on providing student debt relief 
to millions of borrowers, the Trump 
plans calls for defunding the Depart-
ment of Education. While Democrats 
are focused on creating jobs and mak-
ing our Tax Code fairer for working 
families, the Trump plan calls for more 
tax cuts for the very wealthy, the cor-
porate elites, the mega corporations. 
While Democrats are focused on tack-
ling climate change and lowering en-
ergy costs, the Trump plan would gut 
our clean energy investments, empower 
the Nation’s biggest oil and gas pro-
ducers, and throw thousands and thou-
sands who are now in good-paying jobs 
out of work. 

The list goes on and on and on, but 
the bottom line is this: America cannot 
afford 4 years of the Trump plan. It 
would be dangerous for our democracy, 
disastrous for our economy, horrible 
for the average American family, and 
downright destructive for the progress 
we have made in the last 4 years. 

HONORING DETECTIVE JOHN GIBSON AND 
OFFICER JACOB CHESTNUT 

Mr. President, 26 years ago today, 
Detective John Gibson and Officer 
Jacob Chestnut of the Capitol Police 
gave their lives in the line of duty 
while defending the Capitol from an at-
tack by a lone gunman. 

On what was a very dark day in the 
history of this building, Detective Gib-
son and Officer Chestnut demonstrated 
extraordinary courage in the face of ex-
traordinary danger. If not for their 
selfless actions that day, many inno-
cent people would have been injured or 
would have lost their lives. 

Days like today remind us of the im-
mense responsibilities of the Capitol 
Police. It is no easy task to be the 
guardians of the Capitol complex, but 
Capitol Police do it every single day 
with unwavering dedication and cour-
age. 

So we will never forget the sacrifice 
that Detective Gibson and Officer 
Chestnut made 26 years ago. May their 
memories continue to be a blessing to 
their families, to all of us here who re-
member that awful day, and to their 
brave brothers and sisters in the Cap-
itol Police. 

I yield the floor. 
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I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The majority whip. 
Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-

sent to speak as if in morning business. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection. 
TRUMP RALLY SHOOTING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, some 
events in our lives make such an im-
pression that we can recall exactly 
where we were and what we were doing 
when we reflect on learning about 
them. On November 22, 1963, I was a 
sophomore at Georgetown University 
here in Washington, DC, when the news 
broke that President John F. Kennedy 
had been shot in Dallas, TX. I was in 
the library, and the news spread 
through that quiet room like wildfire. 
We all stopped what we were doing and 
went outside and stood in the street 
and listened to the car radio’s report of 
the news that was just tragic news, of 
course, that President Kennedy had 
given his life. 

It has been more than 60 years since 
the assassination of President Kennedy 
and 43 years since President Reagan 
was shot. A week and a half ago, Amer-
icans were shocked to witness on live 
television an assassination attempt 
against former President Donald 
Trump as well as the murder of Corey 
Comperatore at a Pennsylvania polit-
ical rally. 

We should all take a moment to re-
flect on Mr. Comperatore’s family loss. 
His wife reported that when shots were 
ringing out, he shielded his wife and 
children with his body. It is an amaz-
ing scene to think that at that mo-
ment—that emergency moment—he 
thought of others to protect them. 
They have been in my thoughts since 
the tragic events of that Saturday 
afternoon. 

We have a responsibility in Congress 
to learn how the Secret Service failed 
to protect former President Trump on 
July 13. We need to do this on a bipar-
tisan basis; keep politics out of it. 

The Judiciary Committee, which I 
chair, has jurisdiction over the Secret 
Service. Tomorrow morning, the Judi-
ciary Committee, along with the 
Homeland Security and Government 
Affairs Committees, will receive a clas-
sified briefing on the shooting. I hope 
that we learn more since the hearings 
that occurred in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Next Tuesday morning, the Judiciary 
Committee and the Homeland Security 
Committee will hold a joint, bipartisan 
hearing on the assassination attempt, 
where we hope to learn more from the 
FBI and the Secret Service. 

We need to ask probing and impor-
tant questions and do it in a respon-

sible way that avoids the kind of incen-
diary language that has become all too 
common in our country. It is irrespon-
sible for a Member of Congress to ac-
cuse the opposing political party of 
being ‘‘flat out evil and . . . [trying] to 
murder President Trump,’’ but a Mem-
ber of Congress actually said that. An-
other Member said, ‘‘Joe Biden sent 
the orders.’’ Can you imagine? Those 
kinds of statements are so irrespon-
sible, mean-spirited. They don’t belong 
as part of the national debate. 

As a country, we have become desen-
sitized to toxic and violent rhetoric 
that some politicians have embraced as 
standard fare. We should all be dis-
turbed by the April poll from Marist 
which found that ‘‘one in 5 U.S. adults 
believe Americans have to resort to vi-
olence to get their country back on 
track.’’ 

I have said this repeatedly, and it 
bears repeating: Political violence is 
never acceptable. It is never the an-
swer. Political parties should not ele-
vate leaders who say these things that 
are so irresponsible. 

Candidates should encourage Ameri-
cans to exercise their constitutional 
right to speak and vote, not open a 
rally with an official declaring: If we 
lose this election, it is going to take a 
civil war to save this country. 

As the most powerful democracy in 
the world, the eyes of our allies and ri-
vals are always on us. Our political dis-
course should reflect our solemn re-
sponsibility to encourage free and fair 
elections not just abroad but at home 
because, in the land of the free, every-
one should feel safe expressing their 
political views and participating in 
this country’s most sacred and fought- 
for legacy, a free and fair democracy. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. President, later today, Israeli 

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
will address a joint session of Congress. 
I believe this invitation to speak was 
ill-timed and one which the Prime Min-
ister should have had the good sense to 
decline. But if there is one thing we 
know about Prime Minister Netanyahu 
is that he never misses an opportunity 
to further his political agenda. 

Let me be clear: There are nations 
and proxy groups that seek to destroy 
Israel, and that is not something we 
can or ever should take for granted. We 
have seen this with the horrific slaugh-
ter by Hamas on October 7, the subse-
quent Iranian missile barrage, the on-
going attacks by Hezbollah, and the 
continued holding of innocent Israeli 
hostages, including Hersh Goldberg- 
Polin with ties to my State of Illinois. 
That is why I have long supported help-
ing Israel in its self-defense. 

But let me also make clear that sup-
port for Israel’s right to exist is not a 
blank check for extremist policies of 
Prime Minister Netanyahu. 

Even before the October attack, 
Netanyahu was pursuing a deeply trou-
bling agenda compelled by his self-in-
terested desire to hold together his far- 
right coalition and avoid legal prob-
lems. 

He enabled illegal settlement expan-
sion, entertained outrageous proposals 
to annex the West Bank, advance poli-
cies that would have undermined 
Israel’s judicial independence, and ig-
nored any long-term vision for peace 
with the Palestinians. 

Pressure from Israel’s friends, includ-
ing President Biden, to rethink those 
policies were often brushed aside or 
manipulated to create domestic polit-
ical support in Israel. 

Tragically, it has been clear for years 
that neither the current Israeli nor the 
current Palestinian leadership have a 
vision of political will to find a lasting 
peace for two people—with tragic con-
sequences. 

Shortly after the October 7 attack by 
Hamas, many of us warned our Israeli 
friends to learn from our own mistakes 
we made in the fog of rage and pain fol-
lowing September 11, 2001. But I fear 
these lessons have been lost upon 
Netanyahu, and the cost for Israel and 
Palestinians alike has been heart-
breaking. 

Netanyahu has failed to create a 
postconflict plan, has ignored increased 
settler violence in the West Bank and 
extremists blocking humanitarian aid 
from entering Gaza. 

When I think about the right of 
Israel to exist, it is pretty clear to me, 
start to finish, that is the basic 
foundational position to take: the right 
to defend themselves, of course. Octo-
ber 7 was proof positive that that is 
necessary. 

But you take a look at the course of 
the war in Gaza ever since: 39,000 inno-
cent Palestinians have died; 90,000 have 
been injured. The scenes that come 
back to us from what is happening in 
Gaza are heartbreaking. To think that 
these children are dying of famine and 
starvation because they have stopped 
the shipments of humanitarian aid into 
Gaza in a regular, orderly way, that is 
unacceptable. 

In the end, I fear the devastating ci-
vilian toll in Gaza will not only be 
judged a moral and humanitarian ca-
lamity but a likely strategic failure by 
the Israelis as well. 

I have long supported a two-state so-
lution for Israel and Palestinians. In 
fact, out of the terrible Yom Kippur 
war came an unimaginable, yet lasting, 
peace between Egypt and Israel. 

So with the right leaders on both 
sides, it can be done. And the United 
States has a responsibility for a re-
newed push on all sides toward this 
goal, one in which Israel and Pales-
tinian children can once and for all live 
together in peace and dignity. 

A pending cease-fire that would see 
hostages released, humanitarian aid in-
creased, and eventually lead to a des-
perately needed outcome seems finally 
within reach. 

Last night, at the invitation of BEN 
CARDIN, our colleague from Maryland, I 
met with some of the hostage families 
here in the Capitol. I cannot imagine 
what it must be like, many of them 
wondering if the person whom they 
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love—their sons, their daughters, their 
wives, their friends—are even alive 
today. Unimaginable. 

We have to bring this to an end. And 
a cease-fire agreement with Hamas is 
the only way to get that done. 

Instead of stirring the same old pot, 
I urge Prime Minister Netanyahu to 
share such a vision for the future when 
he speaks to the U.S. Congress today. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER). Without objection, it is 
so ordered. 

TRUMP RALLY SHOOTING 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, the at-

tempted assassination of President 
Trump 11 days ago at a peaceful rally 
in Pennsylvania shook the Nation. I 
am very thankful that he was not seri-
ously harmed. I am grateful also for 
the law enforcement personnel who 
rushed in to cover the President when 
the shooting started. But, as every 
American knows by now, the events of 
July 13 should never have happened. 

There was not just one but a number 
of apparent security breakdowns—no-
tably, a failure to secure the roof be-
fore the rally. While we are grateful for 
the fact that President Trump was not 
killed, the security failures resulted in 
the death of one innocent American 
and serious injury to two others. 

It is appropriate that the Secret 
Service Director resigned yesterday in 
the wake of this tragedy, but there is 
more work to be done. Multiple inves-
tigations are currently being con-
ducted—several of them here in Con-
gress—to identify everything that went 
wrong that Saturday and to explore 
ways to ensure that it never happens 
again. 

Among other things, we obviously 
need to take a hard look at what needs 
to be done at the Secret Service. I have 
no doubt that there are many dedi-
cated agents serving there, including 
those who heroically dived to cover 
President Trump when the shooting 
started, but the fact is that the Secret 
Service has been beset by problems for 
a number of years now, including staff-
ing issues and a number of previous se-
curity failures. It is time to fix these 
problems once and for all and ensure 
that the Secret Service is fully pre-
pared to fulfill its mission. We also 
need a new Secret Service Director 
committed to making reform of the 
Agency a priority. 

Events like the ones of July 13 al-
ways horrify because they demonstrate 
the worst of which human beings are 
capable, but they also often give us a 
glimpse of the very best, and that was 
certainly true in Pennsylvania. There 
was Corey Comperatore, the volunteer 
firefighter who died protecting his fam-

ily; the emergency room physician and 
others who attempted to render med-
ical assistance; the everyday Ameri-
cans who stepped in to help their fellow 
rally-goers. 

If there is one thing we can take 
from the events of July 13 other than 
the immediate practical need of ad-
dressing security failures, it is a re-
newed determination to live our lives 
in such a way that we, too, at the time 
of our testing, would be among those 
whose responses were to help and pro-
tect their fellow man. 

Soon after surviving the attempt on 
his life, President Trump said: 

In this moment, it is more important than 
ever that we stand United and show our True 
Character as Americans. 

That is a call that we should all heed. 
That doesn’t mean, of course, that our 
disagreements suddenly disappear, but 
it does mean that we recognize and re-
member that most Americans, regard-
less of where they land politically, 
want what is best for the country’s fu-
ture, and I hope that out of this trag-
edy can come a renewed sense of what 
unites us. 

Amid the outpouring of shock and 
concern after the attempted assassina-
tion, there were those who actually 
made remarks lamenting that Presi-
dent Trump wasn’t killed, and it is dis-
turbing that our discourse and our re-
gard for the value of human life have 
deteriorated to such an extent that 
there would actually be people wishing 
bodily harm on a political candidate 
simply because they don’t like his poli-
tics. In the midst of our real and valid 
disagreements, I hope we can remem-
ber the people beneath the politics and 
emerge with a greater respect for our 
fellow Americans. 

My thoughts and prayers continue to 
be with those injured on July 13 and 
with the families of the injured and de-
ceased, and I pray—I pray—that the 
events in Butler, PA, will never be re-
peated. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

JOINT MEETING OF CONGRESS BY HIS 
EXCELLENCY, BINYAMIN NETANYAHU 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this 
afternoon—in just, actually, a few 
short hours—Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu will deliver an address to a 
joint session of Congress. 

As his country faces multiple attacks 
on multiple fronts—an existential 
threat, actually—Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has come to the United 
States to affirm the strong relation-
ship between his country and ours and 
to highlight the stakes of this war. 

This joint address comes at a critical 
time, and I am absolutely stunned and 

profoundly disappointed that the Vice 
President of the United States has de-
cided to boycott participating in this 
particular speech. As we all know, it is 
traditional that the Vice President, as 
the President of the Senate, and the 
Speaker sit behind the invited speak-
er—in this case, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu. 

I remember several years back, when 
Prime Minister Netanyahu was last 
here, that the Vice President and the 
Speaker both sat in those chairs, rec-
ognizing the importance of lending 
that dignity and sense of gravity to the 
proceeding. But Vice President HARRIS 
can’t be bothered with any of that. She 
is blaming her decision on a scheduling 
conflict even though the date of this 
speech was announced in early June. 
The only other item on the Vice Presi-
dent’s schedule is a speech to a soror-
ity convention in Indianapolis. The 
world is on fire—we have never seen a 
more dangerous environment since 
World War II—and the Vice President 
can’t be bothered to show up at the Na-
tion’s Capitol, in the House Chamber, 
and demonstrate the respect and cour-
tesy that we thought was a given—but 
apparently not in this case. 

Not only has the Vice President cho-
sen to skip this address, so has the 
Senate’s President pro tempore, Sen-
ator MURRAY. We learned this morning, 
the majority whip, Senator DURBIN, is 
boycotting this address as well. I think 
it is absolutely disgraceful that the 
most senior members of the Demo-
cratic Party have chosen to give the 
Heisman to one of our closest allies in 
the Middle East—the only democracy 
in the Middle East that is fighting for 
its very existence. Why would they do 
something like this? Well, it is pretty 
obvious. It is pandering. It is pandering 
to the most radical elements of the 
Democratic base. 

I am proud of the deep friendship be-
tween the United States and Israel. 
Our national security is tied up in the 
national security of Israel. We know 
Iran, the No. 1 state sponsor of ter-
rorism, wants to wipe Israel off the 
map, like Hamas, which is a proxy for 
Iran, like Hezbollah, like the Houthis 
in Yemen, which all are determined to 
destroy the nation of Israel. So it has 
never been more important for the 
United States to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with our ally and friend 
against these unprovoked attacks by 
terrorist groups against innocent civil-
ians. 

There were 251 hostages taken on Oc-
tober 7—innocent civilians—in addition 
to all of the thousand-plus individuals 
who were murdered. Eight of the cur-
rent hostages are American citizens, 
and the Vice President can’t be both-
ered to show up? It is disgraceful. 

ELECTION DAY 
Mr. President, on another matter, 

election day, November 5, is only 104 
days away. On November 5, the voters 
will head to the polls to chart a new di-
rection for our country. 

The Presidential race, of course, has 
garnered the most attention given the 
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surreal events of the last 10 days. In 
the last several days, the Democratic 
candidate has dropped out of the race, 
and the Republican candidate has sur-
vived an assassination attempt. You 
couldn’t make this up. If you wrote 
this as a novel, people wouldn’t believe 
it. 

This Presidential race is unprece-
dented and with high stakes, but there 
is more on the line this November than 
just the future of the White House. 
From the top of the ballot to the bot-
tom of the ballot, the American people 
will vote for candidates to represent 
their interests at every level of govern-
ment—at the local level: mayors, city 
councilmen; to Governors; to Members 
of Congress, including the U.S. Senate. 

As we know, election years are not 
known for their productivity here in 
the Senate. Our colleagues are always 
eager to spend more time at home cam-
paigning, which does present some seri-
ous scheduling problems. 

Historically, the prospects of legis-
lating grows dimmer as election day 
grows closer. Even still, the outlook 
for the next few months looks pretty 
shocking and pretty dismal. 

Including today, the Senate is sched-
uled to be in session for 18 days. Let me 
say that again. We have 104 days until 
the election, and the Senate is sched-
uled to be in session for only 18 days. 
That is about 1 day a week. 

If the Senate had already completed 
its most basic duties, this might not be 
quite shocking and alarming. But the 
truth is, we have a mountain of critical 
work that needs to be completed before 
the end of the fiscal year. 

Before the end of September, which is 
the end of the fiscal year, we need to 
pass the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act—something we have done, I 
think it is, 63 years in a row—which is 
essential to our military’s readiness. 
As I said earlier, this is the most dan-
gerous time we have seen since World 
War II. You would think the National 
Defense Authorization Act would be a 
priority, but apparently not for Leader 
SCHUMER. I had hoped the Senate would 
take up and pass this bill before the 
end of July, but that is clearly looking 
unlikely at this point. 

Then we have to pass all 12 annual 
appropriations bills to fund everything 
from national defense to processing 
passports, to veterans’ benefits, to ad-
ministering Social Security, Medi-
care—you name it. Failure to complete 
that job on time could result in a gov-
ernment shutdown. 

We also need to pass a farm bill to 
support our mighty agriculture indus-
try and the dedicated farmers and 
ranchers and producers who depend on 
it. This task should have been com-
pleted last fall, but Congress punted 
that deadline. We can’t keep our ag 
producers, farmers, and ranchers in 
limbo forever, but that is what is hap-
pening. 

These are three basic functions of 
governing: funding the government, 
strengthening our national defense, 

and protecting our food supply. All 
these deadlines were known well in ad-
vance, but the Senate has not taken up 
or passed even one of these bills. 

We know it is not uncommon for a 
single bill to occupy a couple weeks of 
floor time, but the majority leader has 
given us 18 days to complete 14 bills. 

If the Senate had spent its time 
working on other important matters, I 
might understand the legislative pileup 
like we are facing today, but that has 
not been the case at all. 

This Chamber is barely in session, 
and even when we are in Washington, 
our time is wasted on show votes and 
occasional nominees. The past few ses-
sion weeks have been dominated by 
votes on radical nominees and partisan 
messaging bills—not the best use of our 
time. 

The situation has been so common 
that I was shocked to hear that Sen-
ator SCHUMER planned to put two real 
bipartisan bills on the floor this week, 
and I am appreciative of his willing-
ness to do so. We need to do more of 
that, not less of it. 

We all know that the age of social 
media has created serious safety risks 
for America’s children. We have heard 
countless stories about the devastating 
impact social media has on children’s 
mental health. More and more children 
and teens are dealing with bullying and 
harassment online. It is no surprise 
teen depression rates are on the rise, 
and parents are eager for something to 
change. So this is one of the bright 
spots of bipartisan cooperation, where 
Republicans and Democrats have made 
this issue a priority. 

We have held countless hearings 
across multiple committees to learn 
about the danger kids face online as 
well as Big Tech’s failures to keep our 
children safe. 

Senators have authored a number of 
bipartisan bills to keep kids safe, and 
we have been clamoring for a long time 
for the majority leader to put those 
bills on the Senate floor. So I am glad 
that Senator SCHUMER has hit the 
pause button on partisan show votes 
for at least a week so we can take ac-
tion on two critical bills to address 
this crisis. 

The first is the Kids Online Safety 
Act introduced by Senators 
BLUMENTHAL and BLACKBURN. It pro-
vides children and parents tools and 
safeguards they need to keep safe on-
line. It includes keeping harmful con-
tent about suicide, eating disorders, 
and substance abuse out of children’s 
algorithms. More than two-thirds of 
the Senate has cosponsored this bill, 
and I am proud to be one of them. 

We are also expected to build on the 
Children and Teens’ Online Privacy 
Protection Act introduced by Senators 
MARKEY and CASSIDY. This bill pro-
hibits internet companies from col-
lecting personal information from the 
youngest users and establishes better 
safeguards to protect children’s pri-
vacy. 

In short, it does what Big Tech has 
failed to do. It prevents Big Tech from 

tracking and targeting kids with the 
most addictive content possible. 

These are complex issues, and I want 
to commend my colleagues Senators 
BLACKBURN and CASSIDY for their work 
in this area. They managed to draft 
legislation that balances the First 
Amendment rights of online users with 
the safety of our children. These bills 
are on the verge of passing the Senate, 
and that would not be the case without 
their dedication and tireless efforts. 

Again, I am proud to cosponsor these 
bills, and I am glad the Senate will fi-
nally vote on them this week. They 
will make critical advancements to 
keep kids safe from the dangers lurk-
ing online and finally provide parents 
across the country with a little peace 
of mind. 

It is great the Senate is finally doing 
some productive work for a change, but 
it is embarrassing that it has taken 
this long to put this legislation on the 
floor, which only the majority leader 
can do. He sets the schedule. 

Once it passes, we hardly have time, 
though, to celebrate because of the 
mountain of bills we need to advance 
before the end of September: the 
NDAA—the Defense Authorization 
Act—12 appropriations bills, the farm 
bill. All of those need to be dealt with 
by the end of September. But to state 
the obvious, this was entirely avoid-
able, this crunch time. 

Again, election day is 104 days away, 
and in my book, it can’t come soon 
enough. 

The past 31⁄2 years have brought us 
one crisis after another under the cur-
rent administration, most notably at 
the border. 

We need new leadership, and I am 
eager for the American people to make 
their voices heard at the ballot box in 
just a few months. Until then, we have 
a lot of work to do. I just hope the ma-
jority leader will give us the oppor-
tunity to do it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
NATIONAL SECURITY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, two 
or three times lately, I have been com-
ing to the floor to have a conversation 
with my colleagues on the subject of 
national security. 

Remember, all of us, that wars are 
being waged right now in Gaza, 
Ukraine, Sudan, and I presume else-
where on this globe. We have uncer-
tainty and unrest looming on the hori-
zon in the South China Sea and the 
Horn of Africa. 

There are also serious national secu-
rity concerns right here in the United 
States. For the last 3 years, our own 
southern border, hundreds of thousands 
of migrants from around the world 
have come to America without our per-
mission, including people on the Ter-
rorist Watchlist. 

Earlier this month, we celebrated the 
75th anniversary of NATO, the most 
successful military alliance in modern 
history. Winston Churchill sowed the 
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seeds for the idea of NATO. He did this 
in the aftermath of the failed League of 
Nations. He delivered his speech called 
‘‘Sinews of Peace’’—he did this in 
America’s heartland—a famous speech 
at a college campus in Fulton, MO. 

Churchill spoke of two great dangers 
that imperil the hearth and home of 
common people. Those two dangers are 
war and tyranny. In his speech, he 
called for a military coalition to build 
what he called a ‘‘temple of peace’’ 
that would be, as he said in a quote, a 
‘‘force for action, and not merely a 
frothing of words.’’ That was Church-
ill’s way of saying a blueprint for peace 
that actually worked. 

No European NATO member was in-
vaded post-World War II because of 
NATO. By contrast, the nations that 
wanted to be very aggressive during 
the Cold War, particularly the Soviet 
Union, instigated conflicts in Asia, Af-
rica, and Latin America, but they 
didn’t mess around with Europe. 
Churchill’s words of wisdom, then, 
stand the test the time. 

I would like to further quote Church-
ill: 

From what I have seen of our Russian 
friends and Allies during the war, I am con-
vinced that there is nothing they admire so 
much as strength, and there is nothing for 
which they have less respect than for weak-
ness, especially military weakness. 

The fall of the Iron Curtain opened 
the lane to freedom, symbolizing vic-
tory over tyranny that we must never 
take for granted. It is no secret that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin—re-
member, a former KGB officer—wants 
to resurrect the Soviet Empire from 
the ash heap of history. You can con-
sider Russia’s recent timeline of ag-
gression. 

In 2008, Russia invaded the Republic 
of Georgia. In 2014, Moscow annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and occu-
pied parts of eastern Ukraine. And then 
3 years ago, Putin launched what we 
now know as a full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine. Appeasement was a key ingre-
dient in Putin’s recipe for Russian ex-
pansion. 

Let’s not forget that Russia marked 
NATO’s 75th anniversary—celebrated 
here in Washington, DC—by, at that 
time, launching 40 missiles into 
Ukraine, targeting a children’s hos-
pital, killing scores of innocent civil-
ians. Putin very much has hitched his 
horse to America’s foreign adversaries 
by getting supplies for his war efforts 
from China, Iran, and North Korea— 
kind of the 21st century axis similar to 
Germany, Italy, and Japan during 
World War II. Just as dangerous for us 
now as that other axis was dangerous 
and brought great conflict during 
World War II. 

With global conflicts and terrorist 
threats in mind, history must inform 
our Nation’s path forward. History 
shows a strong U.S. military is an im-
penetrable instrument of peace. A 
weakened U.S. military is, for sure, an 
invitation for our foreign adversaries 
to keep pushing the envelope. 

Now, make no mistake, Russia and 
Russian allies’ mission is to do what-
ever it takes to undermine the United 
States as a leader of the free world. We 
didn’t seek that title—being leader of 
the free world—but we learned the hard 
way that allowing dictators to get 
away with aggression eventually 
threatens American freedom. 

This brings me back then to square 
one. The core responsibility of the Fed-
eral Government is national security, 
and that fundamental responsibility 
begins and ends with a strong national 
defense. An impenetrable U.S. military 
safeguards America’s food security, en-
ergy security, infrastructure security, 
and cyber security. 

In a nutshell, the U.S. Armed Forces 
are the nucleus for peace and pros-
perity at home and abroad. So when 
the Senate takes up the must-pass Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act and 
the Defense appropriations bill, I urge 
my colleagues to invest in America. 
Doing so will cement our national se-
curity interests for generations to 
come. 

First, we must enhance pay and bene-
fits for members of the military and 
their families. Next, we must restock 
America’s arsenal and boost our mili-
tary preparedness. 

In recent decades, Washington has al-
lowed our Armed Forces to lose their 
wartime footing. When we lose our 
footing on any one of those rungs, 
know that our enemies are circling the 
waters to take us down a notch. 

My colleague from Mississippi, Sen-
ator WICKER, serves as ranking member 
of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee. I reviewed his plan that out-
lines where the U.S. military most 
needs defense dollars. 

As it stands, the United States is ill- 
equipped to meet the emerging global 
threats to our national security. Sen-
ator WICKER’s blueprint would put us 
back on the right path to secure peace 
through strength. The plan estimates 
that the annual defense budget needs 
to grow to 5 percent of gross domestic 
product. 

Our defense spending as a share of 
GDP has been falling and is nearing a 
historic low. Meanwhile, many of our 
European NATO allies have been dra-
matically increasing defense expendi-
tures because they see how dangerous 
the world has become. 

Another key NATO metric is the per-
centage of defense funds going toward 
equipment—in other words, 
warfighting capability. The United 
States is in the bottom of the pack 
among our NATO allies on this very 
score. 

It is no coincidence that the United 
States became the leader of the free 
world by leveraging its commitment to 
peace around the world through unas-
sailable military power. 

In the first quarter of the 21st cen-
tury and a key period in history, Amer-
ica stands at the crossroads. We cannot 
bury our heads in the sand when Chi-
na’s spending on defense is on a pace to 

match our own country. And that is ac-
cording to estimates from our intel-
ligence community. 

To be sure, China is plotting to leap-
frog America as the global superpower: 
China leveraging every tool at its dis-
posal, China infiltrating our education 
system, China manipulating data on 
TikTok, China deploying debt-trap di-
plomacy, and, finally, China 
unleashing military exercises in the 
Taiwan Straits and even close to Alas-
ka, in the Bering Sea. 

We can’t afford to ignore what is 
really obvious: A diminished military 
puts our national security at risk and 
our troops very much in harm’s way. 

Today, I call upon my colleagues 
here in the Congress to stand by our 
duty and our constitutional obligation 
of national security being the No. 1 re-
sponsibility of the Federal Govern-
ment. We must stand shoulder to 
shoulder to meet this moment. In fact, 
we have a responsibility to do so on be-
half of our constituents and, more im-
portantly, getting future generations 
protected, and that is a long-term re-
sponsibility. 

As Senator WICKER’s report details, 
we must modernize U.S. nuclear pro-
grams, revive homeland defense sites, 
and restore the U.S. Navy and fleet 
readiness. And we need to bolster the 
U.S. Air Force and U.S. Space Force, 
bring Cyber Command up to speed, and 
provide our servicemembers better 
training, technology, and modernized 
munitions to fulfill their missions. 

There is no time for dillydallying. 
Right now, our foreign adversaries are 
cobbling alliances to skirt sanctions, 
undermine freedom, and secure their 
own self-interests. 

In closing, I will finish with three 
messages. First, we can avoid war by 
anticipating war. Second, preparing for 
war does not mean writing a blank 
check to the Pentagon. You can be sure 
that I will continue my oversight work 
to get the most bang for our defense 
buck. Thirdly, we must respond to the 
writing on the wall. If we allow our-
selves to be lulled into a false sense of 
security about our military power, his-
torians will write about America’s twi-
light instead of an American-led 21st 
century. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Indiana. 
Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I would 

like unanimous consent to complete 
my remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:08 Jul 25, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G24JY6.013 S24JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5331 July 24, 2024 
CONGRATULATING THE FIGHTING 

IRISH OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NOTRE DAME MEN’S LACROSSE 
TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2024 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I MEN’S 
LACROSSE NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I rise 
today with great pride to honor the 
Fighting Irish. This May, the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame men’s lacrosse 
team won the 2024 NCAA Division I 
title with a resounding victory over 
the Maryland Terrapins. The final 
score was 15 to 5. 

This year’s victory marked the sec-
ond national lacrosse title for the 
Fighting Irish. It was also a consecu-
tive national championship—very hard 
to do in this day and age in the com-
petitive arena of college sports. 

The Fighting Irish is the first team 
since 2019 and 2021 to win those back- 
to-back men’s lacrosse national cham-
pionships and only the eighth team in 
division I history to accomplish the 
feat. 

I would like to personally congratu-
late Notre Dame men’s lacrosse team 
for claiming the 2024 title. It is a uni-
versity that has distinguished itself in 
so many ways over the years. Blessed 
to be in my home State and I’m very 
proud of them across the board. 

Mr. President, as in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. Res. 768, which is at the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 768) congratulating 

the Fighting Irish of the University of Notre 
Dame men’s lacrosse team for winning the 
2024 National Collegiate Athletic Association 
Division I Men’s Lacrosse National Cham-
pionship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BRAUN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 768) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 3 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:49 a.m., 
recessed until 3 p.m. and reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Ms. BALDWIN). 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-

ior Senator from Oregon. 
NOMINATIONS OF ADAM B. LANDY, KASHI WAY, 

AND ROSE E. JENKINS 
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I 

come to the floor today to again voice 
my strong support for the nominations 
of Adam Landy and Kashi Way to serve 
as judges of the United States Tax 
Court. The Senate will be voting on 
their nominations soon, Mr. Way’s in 
just a few minutes and I believe Mr. 
Landy’s later this afternoon. 

The U.S. Tax Court is the judicial 
backbone of the Federal Tax Code. 
Americans rely on the Tax Court to 
dispute tax bills before they need to 
pay them. It is key to making sure tax-
payers are heard in a timely manner 
and an essential way to protect fair-
ness in our tax system. 

The nominees for these positions 
have never been controversial. And as I 
am about to make clear, both these 
nominees have the right experience and 
the qualifications for the job. 

Adam Landy has served as a special 
trial judge on the Tax Court since 2021. 
He also has several years of experience 
at the Office of the IRS Chief Counsel 
in Baltimore, San Francisco, and in the 
private sector. 

Kashi Way is a senior legislative 
counsel with the Joint Committee on 
Taxation staff. During his 18 years at 
the joint committee, Mr. Way had a 
major impact on just about every piece 
of energy tax legislation that has got-
ten any traction in the Congress, as 
well as a host of other tax bills. This 
committee and our staff will be sorry 
to lose Mr. Way on the joint com-
mittee, but he is, in my view, going to 
make an excellent Tax Court judge. 

These two Tax Court nominees have 
experience in both the public and pri-
vate sector. Their broad experience 
will be invaluable to take on the role 
as Tax Court judges. 

I would also like to reiterate my 
strong support for the nomination of 
Rose Jenkins to serve on the Tax 
Court. She is a qualified nominee and 
will make an excellent judge. I will be 
working with my colleagues to ensure 
we can bring her nomination to the 
floor for a final confirmation vote as 
soon as possible so she can get to work 
for the American people. 

Madam President, and let me just 
close by way of saying, I think it is 
particularly important—I see a number 
of my colleagues on the Finance Com-
mittee here—that we continue to work 
in a bipartisan way on this and that we 
make this experience more bearable 
and understandable for the citizens 
who are a part of it. And I think these 
nominees will help to do that. 

So I close by saying, in my view, 
there is no question that these nomi-
nees are highly qualified for the roles 
that they are nominated to fill. We 
have worked on these in a bipartisan 
way. I support each of them. And when 
the Senate votes on their nominations, 
I urge my colleagues to do the same. 

I yield the floor. 
Madam President, I would ask unani-

mous consent that the scheduled vote 
occur immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 701, Kashi 
Way, of Maryland, to be a Judge of the 
United States Tax Court for a term of fifteen 
years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Ron Wyden, Alex 
Padilla, Debbie Stabenow, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Mark Kelly, Jack Reed, 
Tim Kaine, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Christopher Murphy, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Richard Blumenthal, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Christopher A. Coons, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Chris Van Hollen, 
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Kashi Way, of Maryland, to be a 
Judge of the United States Tax Court 
for a term of fifteen years, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ), and the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), are necessarily ab-
sent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the 
Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE), and the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 78, 
nays 16, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 215 Ex.] 

YEAS—78 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 

Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 

Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
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Warnock 
Welch 

Whitehouse 
Wicker 

Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—16 

Blackburn 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Ernst 
Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 

Kennedy 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Paul 
Rubio 
Schmitt 

Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—6 

Hagerty 
Kaine 

Lee 
Menendez 

Vance 
Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 78, the 
nays are 16, and the motion is agreed 
to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
ISRAEL 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, ear-
lier today, Members of Congress had 
the distinct honor of hearing from 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the Prime Min-
ister of the State of Israel. He is a lead-
er of one of our most steadfast allies in 
an unprecedented time of strife for his 
country. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s message 
to Congress today was a snapshot into 
the reality that his nation is facing 
and what they have experienced since 
the morning of October 7. He spoke to 
the urgency of bringing our hostages 
home and received a standing ovation 
for that; the courage and bravery of his 
Israeli forces and citizens and received 
a standing ovation for that; and his vi-
sion to bring peace, prosperity, and se-
curity to the Middle East—again, 
standing room only. 

Israel is a country at war, and, as the 
only democracy in the Middle East and 
a friend of freedom, Israel deserves the 
unwavering support of these United 
States. That is why it is incredibly dis-
heartening to see that many of our 
Democratic colleagues were absolutely 
absent from the address—especially the 
Vice President. Her absence unleashed 
a completely unnecessary discussion 
about who would join the Speaker to 
preside over the joint address. For a 
time, her seat behind the podium was 
just simply up for grabs. 

I extend my thanks to my colleague 
from Maryland, the chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
for welcoming Prime Minister 
Netanyahu on behalf of the Senate, and 
that was Senator BEN CARDIN. 

But unfortunately public debate over 
the Vice President’s absence is not the 
message that we should be sending to 
the world. 

It seems some of my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle have forgot-
ten that 291 days ago, on October 7, 
2023, Israel was the victim of an 
unprovoked terrorist attack. The at-
tacking force, Hamas, killed 1,200 inno-
cent Israelis, committed unspeakable 
acts of sexual violence, and took men 
and women and children as hostages. 
They also took Holocaust survivors. 
They even took an infant under 1 year 
old. Prime Minister Netanyahu men-
tioned that infant earlier today. That 

poor child, that poor baby, has now 
spent more of his life in Hamas cap-
tivity than in freedom. 

To this day, nearly 10 months later, 
hostages still remain in captivity, in-
cluding American citizens, and they 
are being used as human shields at the 
same time. I was incredibly moved to 
see some of the hostages and their fam-
ilies represented in the House Chamber 
today. 

Hamas has proven itself to be a vio-
lent terrorist organization that con-
tinues to hide underneath schools and 
hospitals, intentionally putting civil-
ians in harm’s way. They have publicly 
called for the attacks of October 7 to be 
repeated again and again and again. 

The bottom line is this: Hamas has 
made it clear it has no interest in seri-
ously negotiating a cease-fire, and they 
would rather engage in barbaric and, 
honestly, cowardly acts of terror, join-
ing forces with terrorist organizations 
like Hezbollah and the Houthis, which 
continue their bombardment in bom-
barding Israel in every single direction. 
Just last week, Hezbollah fired 65 rock-
ets into Israel. The Houthis conducted 
a deadly drone attack on Israel’s soil 
as well as a ballistic missile that was 
thankfully intercepted by Israel’s air 
defense. It is clear that Israel needs our 
support now more than ever. 

It is important that we take this mo-
ment to reflect on the longstanding 
ties that bind our country to Israel. 
The United States was the very first 
country to recognize the State of 
Israel. They have been our most stable 
and longest partner and ally in the 
Middle East. They have stood beside us 
in our Nation when we faced 
unprovoked acts of terror on our own 
soil. They have joined with us to de-
velop ties with their neighbors through 
the Abraham Accords. They have been 
an essential ally in our efforts to dis-
mantle Iran’s nuclear program. This is 
a level of historic partnership that can-
not be forgotten. Yet far too many in 
our country are willing to abandon our 
relationship with Israel, starting with 
this administration. 

Israel is in a fight for their survival 
against a terrorist organization that is 
not bound by laws. We know what it is 
like to be attacked in our country, but 
we don’t know what it is like to be geo-
graphically surrounded by our worst 
enemies. 

Standing with Israel should not be an 
issue that divides us but, rather, one 
that unites us in defense of our long-
time ally and friend. 

It is vital that the American public 
and my Democratic colleagues who 
missed the Prime Minister’s speech 
today acknowledge the differences be-
tween Israel and Hamas. Israel is a bas-
tion of freedom and democracy in the 
Middle East who is engaged in a war 
they did not start, by an organization 
whose only goal—only goal—is to de-
stroy Israel. In keeping with their stat-
ed goal, Hamas has unleashed horrific, 
illegal, and unthinkable acts of vio-
lence on people simply because they 
are Jewish or Israeli. 

Hamas and their allies have made 
commanding use of the information 
space to sway public opinion here in 
our country, in the United States, in 
an attempt to make it appear that 
Israel is the aggressor in this conflict. 
My Republican colleagues, including 
those joining me here in these speeches 
today, know that claim is far from the 
truth. 

As the Prime Minister mentioned 
today, misinformation has long been 
used to target Israel and the Jewish 
people, and we have seen it lead to 
chaos on our college campuses and acts 
of aggression of anti-Semitism I never 
thought I would see. We have pro-
testers waving Hamas, Houthis, and 
Hezbollah flags on streets right here in 
the United States, including today, 
surrounding the Capitol. At Union Sta-
tion, they are burning the American 
flag. 

After those protesters were publicly 
applauded and will be—the ones today 
will be publicly applauded by the Su-
preme Leader of Iran, we now know 
that Iran is working behind the scenes 
to fan the flames of these protests. 

We need to be honest with ourselves 
about what each side of this conflict 
wants. The actions of Hamas are inde-
fensible, and protesters conveniently 
forget that there was a cease-fire in 
place on the morning of October 7. 

I would say to these protesters: If the 
Iranian Supreme Leader thinks that 
you are on the right side of history, 
that is a pretty clear sign that you are 
not. 

The reality is this: Both Israelis and 
Americans want the fighting to end. 
For that to happen, both sides of the 
conflict need to agree to stop. That 
means Israel, but it also means Hamas. 
And right now, we are missing that sig-
nal from Hamas. 

As the Prime Minister mentioned in 
his speech today, Hamas could end this 
right now. Hamas must surrender, and 
Hamas must return the hostages. 

Now more than ever, our Nation 
must reject terrorism and stand with 
our ally Israel. While the White House 
has left our relationship in limbo, Re-
publicans will not let it falter. We will 
continue to push for true American 
leadership on the world stage that 
keeps our promises to our friends in 
their time of need, that strikes fear in 
our adversaries and those who wish to 
do our allies harm, and that returns 
the moral clarity that is deeply needed 
in moments like this. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
Mrs. BRITT. Madam President, I rise 

today in support of America’s great 
ally, Israel. Israel is more than an ally; 
she represents hope in the Middle East, 
hope for the world. 

I actually visited Israel 2 weeks after 
October 7, after that attack, visited 
with a bipartisan delegation not only 
to Israel but throughout the Middle 
East. 

Remember that Israel was created 
after the Holocaust so that the Jewish 
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people would never have to hide again. 
This is something that former Israeli 
Ambassador to the United States Ron 
Dermer talked to us about during our 
visit. 

A colleague of mine shared that his 
daughter asked him right after 9/11: 
Are we safe? 

The truth is that October 7 was simi-
lar to our 9/11. However, there is also a 
large difference. On October 8, Israel 
knew exactly who the perpetrator was. 
They knew exactly where they were. 
They were just miles away—their 
neighbor. It is like if we woke up on 
September 12, 2001, and we had the ter-
rorists who had masterminded the at-
tacks of 9/11 living next door in Brook-
lyn. Additionally, they said they would 
come back again and again and again 
and again until they eradicated the 
Jewish people and the State of Israel. 

That is the proximity and the grav-
ity of the threat that Israel faces. It is 
literally at their doorstep. And, bottom 
line, they can’t tell their daughters 
that they are safe right now. 

Madam President, 291 days—over 9 
months—have passed now, but we can’t 
forget what happened on October 7. 
Make no mistake, what Hamas did was 
pure evil. 

They murdered entire families, be-
headed babies, dragged grandparents— 
some, Holocaust survivors—from their 
wheelchairs to a brutal death. They 
raped women. They took mothers and 
daughters hostage after slaughtering 
their fathers and brothers. They held 
innocent people hostage and used them 
as human shields. 

As I think about this as a mom, I 
can’t imagine the agony that parents 
were going through knowing that their 
children, their loved ones, are being 
held hostage and used as human 
shields. I think about the moment 
when they talk about parents being 
murdered in front of their children, 
children being murdered in front of 
their parents. How could anyone be so 
evil? 

There is no doubt that ‘‘never again’’ 
is now, and not just overseas—unfortu-
nately, here at home. Look no further 
than the disgusting pro-Hamas anti-Se-
mitic protests that have taken place on 
college campuses, in cities across our 
Nation, and today in our Nation’s cap-
ital. 

Today, Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu came before Con-
gress and asked us to do what we prom-
ised: to stand behind Israel, to stand 
behind the Jewish people. 

America cannot be a country of bro-
ken promises. We cannot let our allies 
down. We cannot be viewed as a coun-
try that is weak and unreliable around 
the world. We must stand strongly with 
Israel and show her support not just in 
normal times, but when she needs us 
the most. 

Israel has more than a right to de-
fend herself; she has an obligation. She 
has an obligation to freedom-loving 
people around the world, as a beacon of 
democracy in the Middle East, and to 
the very people that she serves. 

Israel must ensure that this never 
happens again. America can and must 
help Israel fulfill that mission, help to 
bring every single hostage home, and 
help to bring about sustainable peace 
and more prosperity there in the Mid-
dle East. 

Remember, Hamas doesn’t just want 
to destroy peace in the Middle East; 
they want to destroy Israel and wipe 
the Jewish people off the face of the 
planet. 

We also have to remember who funds 
and fuels Hamas. It is time to use 
every tool in our toolbox to dry up Iran 
financially. We have done it before 
under the Trump administration, and I 
know we can do it again. This isn’t 
complicated. The more money that 
Iran has—they use it for nuclear pro-
liferation, and they use it to fund ter-
rorism. They fund Hamas in Gaza; they 
fund the Houthis in Yemen; and they 
fund Hezbollah in Lebanon. We know 
what that means for Israel, and, frank-
ly, we know what that means for 
America. 

It is past time to reestablish credi-
bility in America and its deterrence. 
We will only achieve peace through 
strength, and that means giving Israel 
everything she needs to permanently 
end the threat of Hamas. 

As I listened to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s speech today, I was in awe 
of the Israeli people’s courage: the 
courage to fight for democracy, the 
courage to secure peace in the Middle 
East, and the courage to fight for their 
very existence. 

Congress is behind Israel. Alabama, 
the first State in America to call for 
the establishment of the Jewish State, 
stands behind Israel. And the United 
States of America is behind Israel. 

As a Christian, as an American, as an 
Alabamian, I firmly support Israel, and 
I am incredibly proud to do so. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

rise to join my colleague from Ala-
bama and other colleagues and outline 
the importance of maintaining and 
continuing to strengthen our Nation’s 
support for our essential ally in the 
Middle East, Israel. 

The U.S.-Israel partnership is vital 
for Israel. It is vital for the United 
States. It is vital for security in the 
world. It is vital in this global fight 
against terror. 

Israel needs our help. It needs our 
help to fend off numerous attacks from 
Iran and its proxies, and I am proud of 
the contributions our Armed Forces 
have made in helping defend Israel 
from a wide variety of drone and mis-
sile attacks. The skill of our com-
mitted airmen, airwomen, soldiers, 
sailors, marines, special forces—their 
skill, unbelievable; their bravery, cour-
age under fire; the technology that we 
have utilized, it is just incredible. The 
things that they have been able to do 
in terms of helping Israel, it is just be-
yond belief. And so we commend all of 
them. 

But we need to continue. We need to 
continue. We need to help Israel defeat 
Hamas. They need our help to com-
pletely destroy Hamas’s military capa-
bility, and we can’t relent until that is 
done. This is not a one-way partner-
ship. This is not just the United States 
supporting our ally Israel. Israel is 
really the tip of the spear. 

Israel plays a vital role in standing 
against terror and deterring Iranian 
aggression across the Middle East. 
When you look at Hamas, Hezbollah, 
Houthis, and other groups, these are 
terrorists that are financed, trained, 
sponsored, and directed by Iran. We 
need to recognize that. We need to take 
a tough stance on sanctions and other 
measures against Iran and recognize 
that these proxies for Iran are con-
ducting its missives, its directions. 

We are deeply appreciative of Israel’s 
efforts to push back on Iran, on the 
Houthis, on terrorists, and all those 
who seek to destabilize not only the 
Middle East region, but across the 
world. 

And as we have heard Prime Minister 
Netanyahu say many times of these ex-
tremists: If they are not stopped in the 
Middle East, they will set their sights 
on America. They will, and they have, 
and they will continue to do so. 

Our partnership with Israel is based 
on our shared values and our shared 
commitment to freedom. Without that 
partnership, terrorists, extremists, and 
authoritarians would run rampant 
across the Middle East and other parts 
of the world, threatening the global 
economy and positioning themselves to 
threaten the United States directly. 

And so the peace and stability we 
seek in the Middle East will come as 
the result of a strong U.S.-Israel part-
nership, and that is emblematic of the 
type of relationships that we must 
have with our allies. We must stand 
with our allies and stand up against 
our adversaries. And standing with our 
allies means not second-guessing them; 
for example, when Israel is conducting 
this war, they know how to defeat 
Hamas. And we need to help them do 
it, not second-guess how they are doing 
it. 

That is why it is so important that 
we heard from Prime Minister 
Netanyahu in person today. We needed 
to hear directly from him about ex-
actly what is going on as Israel pros-
ecutes this war and the support that 
they need to be successful in defeating 
Hamas. And now we need to move in a 
bipartisan fashion to continue to 
strengthen that relationship. 

There is really no time to lose. Iran’s 
time to a nuclear breakout is down to 
a very short period. We need to stand 
together and prevent Iran from devel-
oping and, potentially, deploying a nu-
clear weapon. 

Hamas remains a dangerous terrorist 
organization. Hezbollah presents a 
growing threat in northern Israel. The 
Houthis, backed by Iran, pose a threat 
to Israel and the wider region in the 
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Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf, attack-
ing shipping from many different coun-
tries. 

So it is essential that we make sure 
that Israel has the military assistance 
required to stand against these threats. 
Again, they are the tip of the spear. 
They are doing the fighting, and we 
need to help them. We need to offer all 
the support we can in every form, and 
we must oppose anti-Semitism in all 
its forms and wherever we find it. 

I want to express my appreciation for 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s visit and 
for his remarks to our joint session of 
Congress today. I thought it was an in-
credibly powerful and moving speech 
and one that not only the Senators and 
the Members of Congress needed to 
hear but all Americans—all Ameri-
cans—needed to hear. And I hope that 
we can respond to the Prime Minister’s 
visit by continuing to move in a bipar-
tisan way to work with Israel to defeat 
the threats it faces and affirm our 
shared values, our shared commitment 
to freedom, liberty, and democracy. 

Standing with Israel is good for the 
United States. It is good for the region. 
It is good for the world. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
Mr. MORAN. Madam President, this 

afternoon Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu, in his remarks to a joint 
session of Congress, reiterated to Con-
gress; to us, the Senate; to the Amer-
ican people; and, really, to the world 
his determination to defend his coun-
try from terrorists supported by Iran 
who seek the elimination of the Jewish 
State of Israel. 

The United States must continue to 
provide Israel with crucial military 
and diplomatic support to make cer-
tain the dangers Israel faces can be de-
terred; and that, if possible, they are 
defeated, defeated those efforts to ter-
rorize Israel. 

The horrific attack by Hamas 9 
months ago remains vivid in our 
thoughts. A few weeks after that at-
tack, I was in Israel to visit with the 
Prime Minister, to hear firsthand the 
circumstances that Israel and its citi-
zens faced. 

In addition to those killed, the wide-
spread instances of sexual assault and 
taking hostage of elderly and infants— 
under these circumstances, no person, 
no person of conscience, can fail to un-
derstand the desire to eliminate Hamas 
as a threat to the people of Israel. 

Our continued assistance to Israel is 
in our own national interest because 
the threats our friends face are also 
threats faced by the United States. 
This conflict may seem distant from 
our shores, but make no mistake that 
those who seek Israel’s destruction, as-
pire to harm American citizens wher-
ever they may be, including here at 
home. 

Madam President, 12 Americans were 
taken hostage by Hamas on October 7, 
and 8 still remain held in captivity. 
Many hostages have died in captivity 

these last 9 months, making it impera-
tive that Hamas immediately free our 
citizens. 

Hezbollah continues to menace Israel 
on the northern border with fire being 
exchanged daily, forcing the evacu-
ation of thousands of Israelis. With 
more than 100,000 rockets aimed at 
Israel, Hezbollah, like Hamas, is a di-
rect threat to American citizens living 
there. It is true there; it is true beyond 
Israel. 

The intelligence community’s world-
wide threat assessment released this 
year found that Hezbollah ‘‘maintains 
the capability to target U.S. persons 
and interests in the region, worldwide, 
and, to a lesser extent, in the United 
States.’’ That assessment warns that 
that group will ‘‘continue to develop 
its global terrorist capabilities.’’ 

Our government—the United States 
of America—must commit, alongside 
our allies and our partners, to degrad-
ing Hezbollah’s capabilities as a matter 
of international security. 

As we saw, as recently as last Fri-
day’s drone strike on a Tel Aviv apart-
ment building, the Houthis in Yemen 
also pose a significant regional threat. 
Their slogan, of course, includes 
‘‘Death to America, Death to Israel.’’ 

Their capabilities are expanding and 
have disrupted shipping through the 
Red Sea by launching attacks on cargo 
vessels. In response, the U.S. Navy has 
worked the last 8 months to reestablish 
the freedom of navigation. 

All these attacks—these three 
groups—what they have in common, 
with their varying ideologies, is the 
support that is provided to them by 
Iran. It is financial aid. It is weapons. 
It is training. Iran sustains these 
groups at the expense of our friends in 
the region and at the expense of our 
own security and well-being. 

Almost exactly 1 year ago today, I 
stood on this Senate floor—I stood here 
in the Senate—and called on President 
Biden to enforce the bipartisan sanc-
tions Congress had passed to choke off 
the resources Tehran uses to fund its 
activities. The regime has plotted ter-
rorist attacks on our soil and threatens 
to assassinate former President Trump 
along with other officials from his ad-
ministration. With its nuclear program 
now only weeks away from producing 
nuclear weapons, it is all the more im-
perative to take measures authorized 
by Congress. 

Israel’s existence is nonnegotiable, 
and our shared adversaries must not 
doubt the resolution of American sup-
port. That is one reason why I viewed 
it as critical to pass the national secu-
rity supplemental earlier this year, 
which provided Israel with $26 billion 
to bolster its military. 

Standing with Israel goes beyond a 
one-off piece of legislation, and I would 
remind my colleagues that we have 
begun the appropriations process here 
in the U.S. Senate. And I will continue 
this year to advocate for military as-
sistance that strengthens Israel’s abili-
ties to defend itself. 

As the committee begins to mark up 
12 bills for the next fiscal year, I re-
mind my colleagues that it is impor-
tant we quickly advance our appropria-
tions legislation because of what is at 
stake for our Nation and for our allies 
and for those who support our friends. 

Support for Israel goes beyond 
Israel’s security. That is an important 
goal in and of itself. But I remind my 
colleagues that support for Israel is 
support for the United States of Amer-
ica. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Mississippi. 
Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing Senators be permitted to speak, 
for up to 5 minutes each, prior to the 
scheduled rollcall vote: Senators 
WICKER, BARRASSO, and RICKETTS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, we 
stand here today having had the oppor-
tunity in a joint session of Congress to 
hear one of the most powerful and pro-
found and significant addresses that 
has ever been made to a joint session of 
Congress. 

We have a few people listening in 
right now. I notice we have a number 
of our pages on the floor. I am glad 
that our young people—our rising sen-
iors in high school who work for us— 
were able to be there and to be here in 
Washington, in this Capitol, and see 
and listen to this magnificent speech 
today by Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
Prime Minister of the State of Israel— 
our steadfast ally, the only democracy 
in that section of the world. And, I will 
say, I doubt if we will very often see re-
marks that were as powerful and as im-
portant. 

Israel has been our steadfast ally for 
over seven decades. It was a Demo-
cratic President, Harry Truman, post-
war, who put his administration behind 
the recognition of the Jewish State in 
Palestine as Israel, and we became one 
of the earliest countries to recognize 
Israel. That has stood for over seven 
decades. 

The recognition by the United 
States, on a bipartisan basis, has rec-
ognized an important fact: that the 
Jewish people are certainly not colo-
nialists in the Holy Land. The place 
where Israel exists now is the place 
where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and 
Esau were born and lived in the era of 
5,000 years ago. 

To say that the Jewish people are co-
lonialists in Israel is the Big Lie. The 
Big Lie is something that our enemies 
have used down through the years. You 
say something so unbelievable and so 
unimaginable; if you say it long 
enough, people will start to believe it. 

The Jewish people are no colonialists 
in the Holy Land. The Holy Land is 
their ancestral home, and they de-
serve—the world’s Jewish people de-
serve—a Jewish State so they can 
avoid the centuries of discrimination 
and anti-Semitism that they have en-
dured over time. 
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The Jewish people, as I say—the 

Israeli people—which includes, of 
course, people who are not Jewish by 
heritage, have had the only democracy 
in the area for the longest time. And 
they have been surrounded by people 
who want nothing less than the de-
struction of Israel, and they don’t 
make any bones about it. 

Support in this Congress—support in 
the United States—for Israel has for 
these seven decades always been bipar-
tisan. And it breaks my heart—and I 
think it should come as a shock to all 
Americans—that bipartisan support 
seems to be fracturing on the other 
side of the aisle among my Democratic 
colleagues. 

It is a shame that the Vice President 
of this country—the Vice President of 
the United States, KAMALA HARRIS—de-
clined to fulfill her duties to preside 
over the session. She found an excuse 
in another State to be at a meeting 
that could easily have been resched-
uled. It is a shame that our Vice Presi-
dent—that the future nominee of her 
party for President of the United 
States—would make that statement 
that she was unwilling to preside over 
a joint meeting addressed by the Prime 
Minister of Israel. 

The President pro tempore of the 
U.S. Senate refused to attend. Many 
Members of this body on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle and many Mem-
bers of the Democratic Party in the 
House of Representatives boycotted 
this speech by our steadfast ally of 70 
years or more. 

I noticed, when the Prime Minister of 
Israel came down through the center 
aisle there in the House of Representa-
tives, shaking hands on both sides, and 
he rounded the corner, and the major-
ity leader of this body, the senior Sen-
ator from New York, Senator SCHUMER, 
declined to extend his hand to the 
Prime Minister of this, our steadfast 
ally. 

We also need to remember, as my col-
leagues have stated already, that in 
the region where Israel is the only 
democratic government, in the Middle 
East, exists the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. They are a sworn enemy of Israel, 
and they are a sworn enemy of the 
United States of America. ‘‘Death to 
America’’ is what they say. And they 
want to start with ‘‘Death to America’’ 
by pronouncing ‘‘Death to Israel.’’ 

More than that, they have proxies— 
at least three proxies—that we have 
been talking about recently: the 
Houthis in Yemen, Hezbollah to the 
north of Israel, and Hamas, the ter-
rorist group that perpetrated the Octo-
ber slaughter on people near Gaza. 

Hamas has one reason to exist—one 
stated, admitted reason and one reason 
only: the complete destruction of 
Israel. And they demonstrated their 
ruthlessness on October 7: rapes, be-
headings, babies being burned, un-
speakable acts of violence. And Prime 
Minister Netanyahu was correct to 
point out that people protesting out-
side this building on behalf of Hamas 

should be ashamed of themselves in 
protesting on behalf of a group that 
was so violent. 

Hamas uses civilians as human 
shields. That is a violation of inter-
national law. By contrast—contrary to 
what people have been told in the 
press—Israel is doing the best job that 
any combatant has ever done in pro-
tecting civilians while trying to root 
out terrorist groups. 

I am calling on people on both sides 
of the aisle, in conclusion, to return to 
our bipartisan support of the right of a 
people to exist somewhere and to have 
one place on the face of the Earth 
where they know they can be safe in 
their own beliefs, in their own popu-
lation, and, for the first time in cen-
turies and millennia, to be safe and 
have their own homeland. 

So I congratulate the Prime Minister 
of Israel. I congratulate the Members 
of Congress who received him well. And 
I invite my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle to remember the impor-
tance of bipartisan support for Israel. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The Senator from Wyo-
ming. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, 

the Prime Minister of Israel, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, just delivered a historic 
speech to Congress. This is the fourth 
time the Prime Minister has spoken to 
the U.S. Congress. That is more than 
the late Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom, Winston Churchill. 

Like Prime Minister Churchill, 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
spoke about a battle between freedom 
and evil. He shared with us welcome 
news, and that news is that freedom is 
winning. 

Israel is committed to bringing home 
the hostages, to protecting its citizens 
from the atrocities that occurred on 
the October 7 attack. 

Meanwhile, the Hamas terrorist net-
work is under more pressure than ever. 
Half of its senior leadership is dead. Its 
military chief has likely been elimi-
nated. 

Remember, Hamas is a terrorist 
group. It governs through fear and 
through violence. Hamas violently re-
jects the right of Israel to exist and the 
right of the Jewish people to live in 
Israel. Hamas hides behind civilians. It 
uses them as human shields. 

Hamas stores its military weapons 
designed to kill in hospitals, in schools, 
and in homes. It has stolen billions of 
dollars of humanitarian aid to build its 
terrorist tunnels all around the area of 
the Gaza Strip. This is the same tunnel 
network where, for 9 months and 
counting, 116 hostages, including 8 
American hostages, have been held by 
Hamas terrorists. 

I stand firmly with Israel as Israel 
fights to finish the war and defeat 
Hamas. Sadly, supporting Israel has 
grown more divisive in this country 
than I have ever seen it before. 

Today, Democrats are abandoning 
our greatest ally in the Middle East. 

They are calling to put conditions on 
aid to Israel. The Biden-Harris admin-
istration has delayed the delivery of 
war-winning weapons. 

The Senate Democrat leader meddled 
in Israeli politics. He proclaimed in no 
uncertain terms on the floor of this 
very body that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu should step down. 

The senior Senator from Vermont 
went even further. Last month, he de-
clared that Prime Minister Netanyahu 
is a ‘‘war criminal.’’ That accusation is 
disturbing, it is damaging, and it is dis-
honest. 

If that weren’t bad enough, Vice 
President HARRIS skipped the Prime 
Minister’s speech entirely. The Vice 
President typically presides over joint 
sessions of Congress. With her snub of 
Israel, Vice President HARRIS is leading 
the Democrats’ Bibi boycott. 

Catering to the pro-Hamas wing of 
the Democratic Party is not serious 
leadership—not at all. 

The Vice President now wants to be 
Commander in Chief of the United 
States of America. Yet she refuses to 
put politics aside and work with our in-
dispensable ally. Her actions send a de-
featist message—a defeatist message to 
our enemies and a defeatist message to 
our allies alike. 

This is a time when it is so critical 
for us to restore confidence in America. 
Here is what we need to do and how to 
do it: You do it with peace through 
strength, with strong, steady, and seri-
ous support for Israel and for Israel’s 
right to exist. 

What is the approach of President 
Biden today? What is the approach of 
Vice President HARRIS? What is the ap-
proach of the Senate Democrats, Mem-
bers of this body? Is it to continue to 
appease our adversaries and at the 
same time abandon our friends? This is 
a dangerous world. It is more dan-
gerous under the failed policies of the 
Biden-Harris administration. 

America cannot continue down the 
Democrats’ path of war and weakness. 
Keeping America safe requires that 
America and Israel work together. We 
heard that today in the joint session of 
Congress. 

Republicans believe in Israel’s mis-
sion to defeat Hamas. We understand 
fully what is at stake, and our support 
is firm. We must unite and bring back 
peace through strength. 

Now more than ever, the American 
people need to stand with Israel, and I 
am one of those people who will con-
tinue to stand with Israel. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President, 

Israel is our strongest and closest ally 
in the Middle East. It is in our mutual 
interest to provide Israel the support 
they need to be able to destroy the ter-
rorist group Hamas and secure the re-
lease of the remaining hostages. I am 
committed to doing that. My col-
leagues joining me today are com-
mitted to doing that. 
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Yet the Biden-Harris administration 

has repeatedly appeased the radical 
pro-Hamas elements of their base. In 
fact, President Biden had to be pres-
sured to put a meeting on the calendar 
with the Prime Minister. That should 
have been a no-brainer. 

Vice President KAMALA HARRIS, 
whose only constitutional duty is to 
preside over the Senate, didn’t even at-
tend today’s speech. She has one job— 
and I understand that being the pre-
sumptive nominee is new, but she does 
have a day job. Instead, she chose a 
petty snub of our closest ally in the 
Middle East and a democratically 
elected leader. This is not how America 
should treat its allies. 

Sadly, this is one part of a larger pat-
tern. The Biden-Harris administration 
has consistently undermined Israel’s 
democratically elected government. 
After taking office, this administration 
gave $730 million to UNRWA, an orga-
nization that has been described as es-
sentially being a branch of Hamas. 
President Trump had ended their U.S. 
taxpayer funding. President Biden and 
Vice President HARRIS brought it back. 
Their actions caused American tax-
payer dollars to directly support 
Hamas terrorists in their attacks on 
our ally and our citizens. 

At least 12 UNRWA employees, fund-
ed in part by Biden-Harris, directly 
participated in the barbaric terror at-
tack on October 7. Over 100 UNRWA 
employees have ties to Hamas or other 
Islamic jihad entities. Over 1,200 
Israelis were killed, including nearly 
two dozen American citizens. Many 
were taken as hostages. Eight Ameri-
cans are still being held hostage today 
somewhere in Gaza 291 days after Octo-
ber 7. 

We need to stand with Israel until 
Israel completes its mission to free the 
hostages, bring justice to the terror-
ists, and restore peace. That is the best 
solution for the Israelis. That is the 
best solution for the Gazans. That is 
the best solution, period. 

The Biden-Harris administration has 
also pressured Israel toward a cease- 
fire with the same barbaric Hamas ter-
rorists who want to kill Jews and have 
pledged to continue to perpetrate 
atrocities like October 7. Meanwhile, 
Biden and Harris have repeatedly with-
held or delayed critical shipments of 
weapons needed to destroy Hamas. 
They have attacked the legitimacy of 
Israel’s democratically elected leader. 
So much for ‘‘ironclad.’’ 

Americans stand with Israel. My col-
leagues and I stand with Israel. We are 
proud to stand with Israel. The Biden- 
Harris administration should do the 
same. 

Thank you to Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu for his comments 
earlier today. They reminded us why it 
is so important that Israel is successful 
in destroying Hamas. They will be 
doing the world and civilization a favor 
in doing so. 

Thank you to my colleagues for join-
ing me today on the floor. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 702, Adam 
B. Landy, of South Carolina, to be a Judge of 
the United States Tax Court for a term of fif-
teen years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Ron Wyden, Alex 
Padilla, Debbie Stabenow, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Mark Kelly, Jack Reed, 
Tim Kaine, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Christopher Murphy, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Richard Blumenthal, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Christopher A. Coons, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Chris Van Hollen, 
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Adam B. Landy, of South Carolina, 
to be a Judge of the United States Tax 
Court for a term of fifteen years, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. LEE) and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 85, 
nays 12, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 216 Ex.] 
YEAS—85 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 

Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 

Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—12 

Cruz 
Ernst 
Hagerty 
Hawley 

Hyde-Smith 
Kennedy 
Marshall 
Rubio 

Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—3 

Lee Menendez Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
OSSOFF). On this vote, the yeas are 85, 

the nays are 12, and the motion is 
agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Adam B. Landy, of South 
Carolina, to be a Judge of the United 
States Tax Court for a term of fifteen 
years. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 551, Mar-
garet L. Taylor, of Maryland, to be Legal Ad-
viser of the Department of State. 

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Alex Padilla, Christopher A. Coons, 
Christopher Murphy, Chris Van Hollen, 
Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Jack Reed, Peter Welch, Jeff Merkley, 
Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Tim Kaine, Richard Blumenthal, Brian 
Schatz. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho. 

Mr. RISCH. I ask for up to 5 minutes, 
equally divided for myself and Senator 
CARDIN, prior to the rollcall vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF MARGARET L. TAYLOR 
Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I rise in 

opposition to the nomination of Mar-
garet Taylor to be Legal Adviser of the 
Department of State. 

While serving as general counsel at 
USAID, some USAID contractors and 
partners repeatedly promoted abortion 
overseas in violation of clear U.S. law. 
The legal office is responsible for inter-
preting how, when, and where U.S. laws 
are applied across the full range of U.S. 
diplomatic engagement and foreign as-
sistance programs. 

Given her negligence in applying 
longstanding, clear-cut laws restricting 
abortion advocacy at USAID and the 
lack of enforcement, I have zero con-
fidence in her willingness and ability 
to manage this enormous responsi-
bility at the Department of State. 

In addition to these concerns, I have 
an even additional reason for that, and 
that is the fact that the State Depart-
ment refuses to share the information 
about Rob Malley’s suspended security 
clearance. Mr. Malley was U.S. Special 
Envoy to Iran and was engaged in 
back-channel talks with the regime. 
Last April, his security clearance was 
suspended without explanation. 

For over a year now, I and Democrats 
have asked for information on the sus-
pension: Can the Department confirm 
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Mr. Malley mishandled classified infor-
mation by storing secret documents in 
his personal email? Did he send this in-
formation to anyone before he was al-
legedly hacked and information was 
stolen? Why hasn’t the Department of 
Justice charged him? 

I get no answers to these; neither do 
the Democrats. The State Department 
admits they have this information but 
refuses to give it to us. 

In light of all of the above, I cannot 
support and will not vote for Ms. Tay-
lor’s nomination and encourage my 
colleagues to do likewise. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, first I 
have got to acknowledge that I am not 
objective when it comes to Margaret 
Taylor, since I have had a chance to 
work with her. When I was the ranking 
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, she was the legal 
counsel for the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee for the Democrats. 
She was well respected in the legal ad-
vice that she gave us, both to Repub-
licans and Democrats, and well re-
spected by all Members of our com-
mittee. She is an outstanding public 
servant and is desperately needed to 
have a confirmed position for legal 
counsel in the State Department. 

And, I must tell you, it is no surprise 
that all of the living former Legal Ad-
visers, from Reagan to Trump—40 
years, Democrats and Republicans— 
wrote to our committee to strongly en-
dorse her and urge her prompt con-
firmation. 

In regards to the two points that 
Senator RISCH has raised, one in re-
gards to the interpretation of reproduc-
tive rights, she advised full compliance 
with U.S. law, including relating to 
statutory restrictions on foreign as-
sistance related to reproductive health. 
It is the same advice that was given by 
general counsel to the Trump adminis-
tration. There was no difference be-
tween the two administrations. 

And as for the issue concerning Mr. 
Malley, that issue was 6 months before 
this nomination was considered. 

This nomination needs to be con-
firmed. We need to have a confirmed 
person in this position. There has been 
no substantive argument as to why she 
should not be confirmed. She is highly 
qualified. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-

imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Margaret L. Taylor, of Maryland, to 
be Legal Adviser of the Department of 
State, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL), the Senator 
from Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE), and 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 217 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lummis 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cruz 
Lee 

Marshall 
Menendez 

Tuberville 
Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 43. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Margaret L. 
Taylor, of Maryland, to be Legal Ad-
viser of the Department of State. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). The Senator from Massachusetts. 

TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION ON INDIAN 
BOARDING SCHOOL POLICIES ACT 

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I 
rise today in support of my bill, the 
Truth and Healing Commission on In-
dian Boarding School Policies Act. If 
voted into law, this bill would begin 
the process of delivering long overdue 
justice to stolen Native children and to 
their communities. 

The Indian Boarding School system 
was one of the most devastating Fed-
eral creations in American history. 
The scale was truly staggering. For 
over a century, the United States 
forced hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren out of their homes and into over 
500 ‘‘boarding schools.’’ These boarding 
schools were not unlike prisons. 

At least 408 schools were federally 
funded. They were scattered across 37 
States, including Alaska and Hawaii. 
By the 1920s, 83 percent of school-age 
indigenous children were in boarding 
schools—imagine, four out of every five 
Native children taken from their fami-
lies, some never to be seen again. 

The process was a waking nightmare. 
Armed officers were sent onto reserva-
tions to rip children as young as 4 from 
their families. Mothers and fathers who 
resisted could be severely punished. 

Once at boarding school, kids were 
stripped of their heritage. Their hair 
was cut off, their clothing was burned, 
and they were given new names. Chil-
dren who tried to practice even rem-
nants of their Native cultures could be 
starved, whipped, and put in solitary 
confinement. Many children were 
farmed out to nearby properties for 
forced labor. Some were deployed to 
fight in war. Some were sexually 
abused. 

Conditions at the boarding schools 
were deadly. Dormitories were over-
crowded so that diseases spread easily. 
Documentation shows that hundreds of 
children died in these schools. It is es-
timated that the actual number of 
deaths was in the thousands or possibly 
even the tens of thousands. So far, 53 
mass graves have been uncovered. 
Some are unmarked. Many children’s 
remains were never returned to their 
families. 

The boarding schools’ motto was 
‘‘Kill the Indian, and save the man.’’ 
This approach was part of a larger ef-
fort. By isolating children from their 
families and their cultures, it was pos-
sible to break down the fabric of Tribal 
nations and take land more easily. De-
cision makers calculated that it was 
‘‘cheaper to educate our wards than to 
make war on them.’’ 

Congress funded the majority of 
these schools, often using funds held in 
trust accounts that were legally des-
ignated for the benefit of Tribal na-
tions. Congress paid for the schools and 
then authorized law enforcement to 
take Indian children from their homes 
and their Tribes. It now comes to this 
Congress to do everything we can to 
begin to heal the damage that this 
body inflicted. 

Make no mistake, the harms of the 
Indian boarding schools live on today. 
In my time working on this bill, I have 
heard countless harrowing stories from 
survivors and from their families. 
There isn’t an indigenous community 
in this country that hasn’t been af-
fected. Survivors have faced chronic 
medical issues and psychological trau-
ma. They have struggled to reconnect 
with their loved ones, their language, 
and their cultures. We cannot rectify 
that past until we face it head-on. 

There is still so much that we don’t 
know about these boarding schools. We 
don’t know how many children died in 
boarding school custody. We don’t 
know the full spectrum of the violence 
that occurred. We don’t know all of the 
ways the schools affect survivors and 
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descendants to this day. My bill would 
establish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion to find those answers. 

The Commission would formally in-
vestigate the Indian boarding schools 
to determine what happened and the 
lasting impact these schools have on 
survivors, their families, and their 
Tribal communities. 

The Commission would hold hearings 
and convenings for victims to speak 
about their experiences, some for the 
very first time. 

The Commission would have the au-
thority to use subpoena power to gath-
er witness testimony and to review 
documentation. 

The Commission would be charged 
with making recommendations about 
how the history of the Indian boarding 
schools should inform Federal policy 
today. 

It would address how the Federal 
Government should acknowledge its 
role in this systematic attempt to 
eradicate indigenous cultures and how 
to take that history into account when 
developing new Federal policies and 
budgets. 

One last note. The boarding school 
policy ended just before 1970. Most of 
those affected have passed away, but 
there are remaining survivors in their 
sixties, seventies, and beyond. Every 
day that goes by, these survivors grow 
older, and their chance to tell their 
stories moves further away. These peo-
ple have been harmed enough. Their 
wounds go deep, and they deserve a 
chance to stand before the U.S. Gov-
ernment and tell their stories in their 
lifetimes. 

I urge my colleagues not to delay 
adoption of this bill. Our actions can-
not make up for the harms that Con-
gress inflicted, but by moving now, we 
can at least offer some token of care to 
those survivors who offered themselves 
up as living witnesses of a cruel chap-
ter in American history. 

Make no mistake, this work will be 
painful, but it will make us a stronger 
Nation. By telling the truth, we can 
give communities a better chance to 
heal, and we can begin to repair the 
U.S. Government’s relationship with 
Tribal nations. 

This bill has broad support. It is bi-
partisan. It is supported by boarding 
school survivors, and 32 Members of 
Congress have cosponsored the bill. 

I urge my colleagues now to pass this 
bill. We should delay no longer. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 

I am here today to follow my colleague 
Senator WARREN to discuss the legisla-
tion that we have been working on to-
gether, S. 1723. This is the Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies Act. 

As Senator WARREN has just noted, 
this is legislation that will allow the 
Nation to address a chapter of Amer-
ican history that I think has been over-
looked for far too long. This is a dark 

history, a dark legacy of the Indian 
boarding school era. 

From 1819 to 1969—1969, not too ter-
ribly long ago—throughout that period, 
the U.S. Government forcibly removed 
Native children from their families and 
their Tribes, placing them in boarding 
schools. These Indian boarding schools, 
as they came to be called, were not just 
education institutions, but many were 
tools to eradicate Native cultures, lan-
guages, and traditions to ‘‘civilize’’ Na-
tive American children. 

The traumatic effects of these board-
ing schools are still being felt by their 
survivors—not only by their survivors 
but by their children and really by 
their communities as well. 

I heard from some of those survivors 
who are still with us that the act of 
sharing, being able to tell the truth 
about their experiences, can help con-
tribute to healing. But it takes cour-
age, it takes extraordinary courage, 
and I have heard that. 

Fred John, Jr., who is the son of 
Katie John and Fred John, Sr., at-
tended the Wrangell Institute in Alas-
ka. He was assigned the number 77. He 
was not referred to as Fred John, Jr.; 
he was No. 77. 

In 2018, he wrote that following his 
time at the boarding school, he still 
carried the pain and scars from his 
time at the institute. He never talked 
about it until his children gave him the 
strength and the encouragement to do 
so. 

General Pratt, who opened the Car-
lisle Industrial School, established 
what he called a ‘‘rapid coercive as-
similation’’ process in these schools. 
The goal there was to separate Native 
children from their Tribes, from their 
language, and from their ways so that 
they might never want to return home. 
The stated purpose of the policy at 
that time was to ‘‘Kill the Indian, and 
save the man’’—again, a dark, dark 
legacy. 

Our committee report details this 
history. To hear just some memories of 
how these policies were implemented 
really is devastating. 

Fred John, Jr., describes seeing a 
group of kids arriving from Anaktuvuk 
Pass. This is a small Native commu-
nity at the gates of the Arctic, very far 
into the interior of the State, very 
far—1,000 miles away from the 
Wrangell Institute down in south-
eastern Alaska. Fred John, Jr., remem-
bered the fur parkas that they were 
wearing. He remembered their caribou 
pants. These were kids who came from 
a part of the State where caribou was 
their primary food source. He remem-
bered how beautiful they all were. But 
when they came in, the school staff 
stripped them down, taking all their 
clothes, all the food, including the dry 
caribou and the salmon that they had 
been given to tide them over. The staff 
showered them, shaved them, and gave 
them a number. 

But the most painful in his retelling 
was how all of their clothes—the beau-
tiful fur parkas, the caribou pants—all 

their clothes—everything—were taken 
and burned up in a furnace to com-
pletely wipe away their connection not 
just to the clothing but to the culture. 

In this time period, students were 
punished and endured violence. Some 
survived and are pursuing healing, but 
unfortunately, many others did not. 

This photo—there are two of them, 
actually, here on the same chart, and 
it may be difficult to see from a dis-
tance, but the photo on top is of a child 
laying on the floor. It is part of the 
Sheldon Jackson collection at the 
Presbyterian Historical Society. This 
shows an Alaskan Native child aboard 
a ship—it is called the Revenue Cutter 
Bear—to be taken to the boarding 
schools by Sheldon Jackson. According 
to Alaskan Native Heritage Center re-
search, most of the children who were 
taken aboard never returned to their 
homes. It was a long and lengthy jour-
ney. Many went to school and never re-
turned to their homes, passing away at 
the various boarding schools they were 
sent to, including the Sitka and Car-
lisle Industrial Indian Schools. 

This photo on the bottom here—you 
can see how young these children are. 
This comes from the National Library 
of Congress, and it shows a group of 
children who were sent to Catholic 
Holy Cross Mission—again, in the inte-
rior part of the State. Here, they are 
wearing essentially military uni-
forms—everything from the boots to 
the uniforms themselves. 

Benjamin Jacuk-Dolchok was one of 
the experts we worked with on this 
topic, and he shared his research, in-
cluding these photos. 

According to testimony from elders 
who attended the Holy Cross school, 
every child received a haircut upon en-
trance, but if they disobeyed, if they 
angered any of the matrons or the 
priests, their heads would be com-
pletely shaved as punishment. 

And these are just a handful of the 
stories from survivors from Alaska, but 
Alaska was not the exception. Over the 
19th and the 20th century, stories like 
these from survivors are, unfortu-
nately, not too uncommon across the 
country. 

One of the most profound reasons for 
Congress to establish this Commission 
is that it is time. It is time the Federal 
Government take responsibility for the 
legacy of its harmful policies. So our 
Commission will provide a Native-led 
process for communities to share the 
stories, share the truth, and pursue 
healing with the goal of breaking the 
cycle of intergenerational trauma. 

And like other congressional advi-
sory Commissions that this body has 
established, it will be an independent, 
bipartisan, formal forum with expertise 
to examine the Federal Indian boarding 
schools’ legacy but also to document it 
and to provide recommendations for 
action. 

Our legislation builds on an extensive 
congressional record that was devel-
oped through strong bipartisan work 
that started several Congresses ago. We 
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have had multiple hearings throughout 
our committees, listening sessions, and 
meetings and research by the relevant 
Senate and House committees. Over 100 
written comments for the record from 
Indian Tribes, from Native commu-
nities and organizations, individuals, 
and religious institutions helped shape 
this legislation that we have reported 
to the floor of the Senate. 

And I think it is worth taking a mo-
ment here to talk about that process 
that we had in the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee. We had a pretty robust markup 
that began with a strong bipartisan ef-
fort by our staffs to put together a sub-
stitute amendment to the bill for the 
committee to consider, and that sub-
stitute amendment was then further 
amended by our down-dais members on 
the committee, who offered some real-
ly good amendments to address the 
hot-button issues, including extending 
subpoena authority to the Commission. 
These amendments were adopted, and 
the bill, as amended, was reported from 
the committee by voice vote. 

And through these additional amend-
ments that we adopted at the business 
meeting, we now have a Commission 
that will have to meet higher stand-
ards than any other congressionally es-
tablished Federal Commission in order 
to exercise that subpoena authority. 
And that is OK. That is OK here be-
cause subpoena authority should be a 
tool of last resort, but I do think that 
it is important for the Commission to 
have the tool to ensure that it can 
meet its investigatory function and de-
liver complete findings and rec-
ommendations to Congress. 

So I want to thank all those, the 
many, who have shared their stories— 
Fred John, Jr., and so many who have 
shared their stories—and for offering 
ways to pursue healing. Again, I want 
to acknowledge and thank Senator 
WARREN for her leadership on this issue 
and for the leadership of Chairman 
SCHATZ from the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee for being a great partner as we 
have worked to develop this legislation 
through the committee process. 

So I am looking forward to building 
even more bipartisan support for this 
and would urge my colleagues to sup-
port this very important and very 
timely matter. 

With that, Madam President, I yield 
the floor, and I see my friend and col-
league from Colorado is here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado. 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Madam Presi-
dent, standing here listening to my dis-
tinguished colleague from Alaska, it is 
hard not to be angry at what we as a 
country did, and we are here today to 
reckon with this disgraceful part of our 
past. The Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies Act is the first attempt by the 
Federal Government to formally inves-
tigate and address this horrific period 
in U.S. history. This legislation and 
the truth that it will unearth is an es-
sential step toward healing. 

Now, from the early 19th to the mid- 
20th century, the U.S. Government es-
tablished 408 Federal boarding schools 
across the United States. Now, these 
schools were created for the purpose of 
stripping Native American children of 
their language, their religion, and their 
cultural identity. In the over 100 years 
that these schools were in operation, 
our government took an estimated 
100,000 Native American children from 
their homes and from their families. 
An estimated 40,000 of these children 
died alone, without their family, at 
government-sanctioned schools. 

And this is the story of one of those 
schools. 

Now, in 2022, I visited Colorado’s Fort 
Lewis College. It is a wonderful, re-
markable college. It has one of the 
highest, if not the highest, proportion 
of Native American students of any 
college in the country. But it traces its 
origin back to the Fort Lewis Indian 
Boarding School, and I went there to 
discuss the boarding school’s history 
with students at Fort Lewis and with 
the Tribal Council of the Southern Ute 
and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribes. 

It is because of the hard work of Fort 
Lewis College and the hard work of the 
Tribes that we can bring many of the 
details of this dark history to light. 

Now, Fort Lewis was established in 
1892 in Hesperus, CO. To call Fort 
Lewis a school really is—that is a bald- 
faced lie. Native American children 
were not given an education in reading 
or writing or math. The education 
model, instead, was based on assimila-
tion into a White and Western way of 
life, and it came at a truly devastating 
cost. 

From 1892 to 1909, an estimated 1,100 
children attended this boarding school 
in southern Colorado. These children 
were forcibly taken from their families 
of the Southern Ute, Navajo, Apache, 
and other numerous Tribes. 

Desperate to save their children, 
many Southern Ute families refused to 
turn their children over. As punish-
ment, the school’s superintendent Dr. 
Thomas Breen cut off the Tribe’s food 
rations to try to force the children’s 
attendance. 

Breen’s tactics failed. The Southern 
Ute Tribe was steadfast in their resist-
ance and their refusal to give up their 
children. 

Upon arrival at Fort Lewis, students 
were stripped of their clothing, their 
names, and, as Senator MURKOWSKI 
said, their hair. Each day, the children 
were required to perform manual labor, 
like digging ditches and planting crops, 
oftentimes in the hot midafternoon 
sun. Combined with the poor sanitation 
and lack of food, many students quick-
ly became ill. Disaster struck in the 
school’s first year. A tuberculosis epi-
demic hit, followed by trachoma, 
known at that time as ‘‘sore eyes.’’ 
Two children died. Four others became 
blind. All were under the age of 12. 

Now, punishment of children at Fort 
Lewis was often severe. One father re-
ported that his sons were forced to 

sleep outside in a coal shed in the mid-
dle of winter without adequate blan-
kets. Superintendent Breen himself 
was known for sexually abusing his 
young female students and teachers. 
When the girls became pregnant, 
school officials made sure that they 
‘‘disappeared,’’ transporting them to 
other schools to avoid suspicion. 

Our Federal Government never held 
Breen accountable. School reports 
show that 31 children died during the 16 
years that the Fort Lewis school was in 
operation. I can guarantee you that the 
actual number is probably higher. 

This is the story of just one of these 
schools. There were four others in Col-
orado. There were 403 more across the 
country. That is 407 other Super-
intendent Breens, tens of thousands of 
children who died in unmarked graves 
and who never saw their families again. 

It is hard to imagine why our govern-
ment was preying on our own children. 
Why would our government sanction 
such conduct? Our government under-
stood that erasing Native people’s iden-
tity was a necessary condition to erase 
their claim to their land, to assimilate 
them right out of existence, and to ig-
nore the lands guaranteed by treaty to 
the Tribes. 

Don’t take my word for it. In less 
than 50 years, from 1887 to 1934, Native 
Americans lost two-thirds of their 
Tribal lands, of their treaty lands. 

And the legacies of this deep trauma 
remain embedded in Tribal commu-
nities today. In Colorado, we see it in 
the high rates of poverty, the high 
rates of addiction, the high rates of 
suicide among our Native American 
communities. We see it in children who 
don’t know their parents’ indigenous 
names or who have lost their own lan-
guage, families who don’t know what 
happened to their relatives, to their 
ancestors, many of whom just never re-
turned home. 

The Truth and Healing Act is not 
going to erase this dark past, but it 
does acknowledge our responsibility to 
unearth the stories of suffering and in-
justice that we have buried for genera-
tions. 

In 2022, I joined Secretary Deb 
Haaland, Secretary of the Interior, at a 
dedication ceremony for the Sand 
Creek Massacre National Historic Site. 
In front of Tribal leaders and elected 
officials, Secretary Haaland told the 
crowd: 

Stories like the Sand Creek massacre are 
not easy to tell but it is . . . our duty to en-
sure that they are told. This story is part of 
America’s story. 

The Fort Lewis Indian Boarding 
School, along with the 407 others, is a 
part of our story. When we pass the 
Truth and Healing Act, we make a 
choice to tell the whole story, and we 
make a choice never to repeat it. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 

I rise in support of S.1723, the Truth 
and Healing Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies Act. I thank 
Senator WARREN for her leadership on 
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this issue and her efforts, along with 
those of Chairman SCHATZ, Vice Chair-
man MURKOWSKI, and the Indian Affairs 
Committee, to pass this bill. I also 
want to thank the National Native 
American Boarding School Healing Co-
alition based in Minnesota for its work 
to raise awareness of Indian boarding 
school policies and the experiences of 
those harmed by them. 

We know that between 1819 and 1969, 
Native American youth were forced 
against their will to attend Indian 
boarding schools across the country, 
including 21 in Minnesota. We know 
that these schools, of which there were 
hundreds, sought to strip these chil-
dren of their Native identities, beliefs, 
and languages. And we know these 
schools subjected Native children to 
abuse and neglect. What we do not 
know is how many children were taken 
from their homes and families. And far 
too many families do not know what 
came of their children. For 150 years, 
countless voices have been silenced; 
countless stories have gone untold. 

This bipartisan legislation is about 
telling those stories. It is about ad-
dressing and investigating the lasting 
harms these boarding schools caused 
for generation after generation of Na-
tive Americans. And it is about begin-
ning the healing process for the de-
scendants of the victims of the Indian 
boarding school policies. 

Our Nation’s strength comes from 
the diversity of our people, including 
our more than 10 million American In-
dians, Alaska Natives, and Native Ha-
waiians in our country. Their cultures 
and traditions should be celebrated, 
not suppressed as the Indian boarding 
school policies sought to do. 

The United States has a unique and 
sacred government-to-government re-
lationship with Tribal nations that is 
deeply rooted in treaties, the law, and 
the Constitution. This relationship de-
mands an unwavering Federal commit-
ment to supporting the well-being of 
Native Americans. This legislation and 
the commission it would establish are 
critical steps toward fulfilling that 
commitment. 

One of the Native philosophies that 
has always resonated with me is the 
belief that decisions are not made just 
for today, but for seven generations 
from now. 

That is what this bill is: an invest-
ment in future generations. By putting 
us on a path to healing today, this leg-
islation paves the way to a better to-
morrow for Native families. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I 
rise today in support of the Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies Act and in remem-
brance of the thousands of Native chil-
dren who died and suffered in these 
schools. 

Thousands of children were ripped 
from their families in the name of as-
similation. Thousands of children were 
the victims of physical and sexual 

abuse. And thousands of children were 
forbidden from practicing their culture 
and speaking their Native languages. 

The operation of Federal Indian 
boarding schools by the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior is one of the dark-
est chapters of American history, a 
chapter whose consequences are still 
being felt deeply by boarding school 
survivors, their families, and Tribal 
communities. 

The Federal Government funded 
more than 400 Indian boarding schools 
over the course of 150 years, one of the 
earliest being the Carlisle Indian In-
dustrial School in Pennsylvania, where 
Wampanoag children from my own 
home State of Massachusetts were sto-
len from their families, sent hundreds 
of miles away, and subjected to cruel 
and inhumane assimilation practices. 

When Captain Richard Henry Pratt 
founded the Carlisle Indian School in 
1879, he imbued it with this model: 

Kill the Indian, save the man. 

But we know all too well that these 
boarding schools did only the former. 
They acted as a violent means of as-
similation and an essential tool in the 
U.S. Government’s dispossession of Na-
tive people’s aboriginal rights, land, 
and culture. Children as young as 4 
years old were subjected to systemic, 
violent abuse. 

The Department of the Interior’s re-
cent investigation found that children 
were renamed from Native names to 
English names; had their hair cut off; 
were discouraged or prevented from 
using their languages, religion, and 
cultural practices; and organized into 
units to perform military drills. 

The Department of the Interior has 
since identified marked and unmarked 
burial sites at 53 schools. This is just 
the tip of the tragic, horrifying, unac-
ceptable iceberg of our history. 

In a confidential message to Con-
gress, Thomas Jefferson said about Na-
tive people that ‘‘when they withdraw 
themselves to the culture of a small 
piece of land, they will perceive how 
useless to them are their extensive for-
ests, and will be willing to pare them 
off from time to time.’’ 

He directed Congress—Thomas Jef-
ferson—to ‘‘encourage them to abandon 
hunting’’ so that ‘‘the extensive forests 
necessary in the hunting life, will then 
become useless.’’ 

What was once a plot to take Native 
land also became the foundation of our 
Nation’s century-long legacy of forced 
assimilation, displacement, and, ulti-
mately, attempted eradication of Na-
tive language, culture, and the people 
themselves. 

We have not simply a moral responsi-
bility but a legal obligation to the wel-
fare of Tribes across the country to up-
hold treaty rights and to recognize the 
dark history of our own country. And 
this obligation cannot be met without 
securing truth, justice, and healing for 
every Native person, family, and Tribe 
affected by these genocidal policies. 

In Massachusetts, we have seen the 
healing process in action. After cen-

turies of forced assimilation led to the 
extinction of the Wopanaak language, 
members of the Mashpee, Aquinnah, 
Assonet, and Herring Pond Wampanoag 
communities came together to widely 
reintroduce and reengage with their 
ancestral language. 

Today, the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe’s school serves as a shining ex-
ample of how Native students can 
thrive when they are surrounded by 
their language and their culture and 
not stripped of it. 

But Tribes should not be left to fight 
alone to recover what was stolen from 
them by the American government. 
Passing the Truth and Healing Com-
mission on Indian Boarding School 
Policies Act would be an essential step 
to turn the American government from 
an historic enemy to a future ally in 
righting these wrongs. 

So I thank Senator SCHATZ. I thank 
him for his great leadership on these 
issues and for his excellent staff. I 
thank Senator MURKOWSKI for orga-
nizing this floor time for us to bring 
attention to this part of American his-
tory that we must never forget; and 
Senator WARREN for introducing this 
important legislation that begins to 
put us on a path of truth and healing. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Hawaii. 
Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 

want to thank everybody for being part 
of this series of very compelling 
speeches about the atrocities that the 
U.S. Government perpetrated against 
the first peoples of the United States. 

For over 150 years, the U.S. Govern-
ment stole hundreds of thousands of 
Native children from their families and 
communities and forced them into fed-
erally run and supported ‘‘boarding 
schools,’’ often far away from their 
homes. These institutions, by design, 
worked with efficient, brutal, and sys-
tematic diligence to force Native chil-
dren to abandon their culture, abandon 
their language, and abandon their very 
identity through unspeakably cruel 
punishment, abuse, and neglect. As one 
school superintendent noted: ‘‘Only by 
complete isolation of the Indian child 
from his savage antecedents can he be 
satisfactorily educated.’’ 

These inhumane policies were part of 
the government’s longstanding colonial 
project to rob Native people’s land 
through assimilation. The goal was to 
‘‘civilize’’ Native children by killing 
the Indian in him and saving the man. 
That was the motto at the time: Kill-
ing the Indian and saving the man. 

These were not faraway bad guys. 
These were employees and agents of 
the U.S. Federal Government. To hear 
this history today is appalling, it is in-
furiating, it is heartbreaking, because 
as the late Senator Ted Kennedy put it, 
it ‘‘challenges the most precious as-
sumptions about what this country 
stands for—cultural pluralism, equity 
and justice, the integrity of the indi-
vidual, freedom of conscience and ac-
tion, and the pursuit of happiness.’’ 
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But it is not just the history that de-

mands a reckoning. It is also the last-
ing legacy of these immoral policies, 
which continue to this day. The Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which I 
chair, has heard devastating testimony 
from survivors, descendants, commu-
nities, and leaders about the impact of 
these schools decades later—a legacy of 
enduring trauma passed down from 
parent to child to grandchild to great- 
grandchild, fracturing families and 
communities over and over again. 

I want you to imagine a Native com-
munity with no kids left, just the par-
ents and grandparents. Imagine, not 
just the trauma for that group of chil-
dren who were abducted, but what kind 
of community is left there. As a par-
ent, I would be absolutely catatonic for 
the rest of my life—across Indian res-
ervations and Hawaiian homelands and 
Alaska Native communities, from 
coast to coast in cities and in rural 
communities. And we see it manifest in 
so many ways with Native commu-
nities, whether it is higher rates of 
mental health challenges or substance 
abuse or suicide. 

So it is not enough to just face up to 
the wrongs of the past; although, that 
is essential. It is equally important to 
provide justice and support for sur-
vivors and descendants. The Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies Act does both of 
these things. The bill establishes a 
Truth and Healing Commission as well 
as several advisory bodies tasked with 
uncovering the full scope of what took 
place at these schools. The Commission 
will provide a platform for survivors to 
share their experience, for the Nation 
to hear and acknowledge their pain. 
Doing so ensures that these stories are 
preserved and that the atrocities are 
never forgotten. 

Importantly, this bill is sensitive to 
the trauma experienced by survivors 
and descendants and requires the Com-
mission to provide them with trauma- 
informed care. 

Ultimately, the Commission’s final 
report will provide a comprehensive ac-
count of the boarding school era and 
recommendations to Congress for fu-
ture action. 

Madam President, before I close, I 
want to take a moment to directly ac-
knowledge the survivors, the descend-
ants, the families, and the commu-
nities that have been devastated by 
these policies. Some of them are here 
with us today in the Gallery. Their ad-
vocacy and courage have been the driv-
ing force behind this bill. And the fact 
that we have reached this point—hav-
ing passed the bill unanimously out of 
Committee and ready to consider it be-
fore the full U.S. Senate—is testament 
to their unwavering commitment to 
truth and justice. 

Their stories will not be forgotten. 
This bill is not just a legislative act; it 
is a moral imperative. It is our duty to 
unflinchingly confront the full scope of 
this shameful history and help to heal 
the deep pains this very body helped 
create. 

We can’t change the past, but we can 
and we must shape a better future—a 
future where the mistakes of the past 
are never again repeated, where every 
child can grow up with pride in their 
heritage and their identity. 

I urge my colleagues to join me and 
Senator MURKOWSKI and all of the pre-
vious speakers and the author of this 
bill, Senator WARREN, in supporting 
this important legislation. Too many 
have waited too long for truth, for clo-
sure, and for justice. By passing this 
bill, we can finally begin the work. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Hawaii. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TOWN OF SINCLAIR AND THE 
SINCLAIR REFINERY 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
rise today to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the town of Sinclair and the 
Sinclair Refinery in Sinclair, WY. 

The town of Sinclair is undeniably 
unique and filled with a rich history of 
rural industrialization. Located in Cen-
tral Carbon County, Sinclair is home 
to 366 residents. Its residents are fortu-
nate to live in the charming and quaint 
‘‘Oasis in the Desert.’’ 

Frank Kistler, the head of Producers 
and Refiners Corporation—P&R Co.— 
came to Wyoming in 1922 to find an 
area suitable for a refinery location. He 
chose a site close to the town of 
Rawlins, along both lanes of the Lin-
coln Highway. The ground was broken 
for the refinery in October 1922. The 
town was not yet established, so cor-
poration officials lived in Rawlins. 
Workers resided in ‘‘Rag Town,’’ run-
down tents and shacks on the south 
side of the Union Pacific train tracks. 
March 13, 1923, marked the first day of 
operation for the Producers and Refin-
ers Corporation Refinery. News about 
the refinery spread throughout the re-
gion, and business started to boom. 

The land adjacent to the refinery was 
bought by P&R Co. in 1922–1923 so it 
could be used as a townsite. The refin-
ery post office began receiving letters 
using the initials P&R Co. This led to 
the name ‘‘Parco’’ for the new town. 

In 1924, Frank Kistler hired Fisher 
and Fisher, a Denver architectural 
firm, to design the style and layout of 
the town. The result was a Spanish co-
lonial revival style, with a central 
plaza and fountain commemorating 
Frank Kistler. Most of the original 

buildings remain standing today, illu-
minating the town’s rich history and 
development. 

With the town established, a commu-
nity began to form. People flocked to 
the Parco Inn, a bustling 60-room hotel 
spanning an entire block. The Parco 
Inn housed a dry cleaner, bar, cafe, 
clothing stores, and a barber shop. It 
was the main attraction for the boom-
ing town and remains an important 
relic today. 

Low crude oil prices during the Great 
Depression caused Frank Kistler’s firm 
to sell the Parco holdings in 1934. The 
firm was purchased by Consolidated 
Oil—later Sinclair. The name Parco 
was changed to Sinclair in 1942. In 1967, 
the Sinclair Refining Company sold the 
townsite and buildings to local resi-
dents. 

During World War II, the oil market 
improved due to increased demand. The 
war efforts comprised 24 percent of the 
Sinclair Corporation’s total business. 
As the oil industry constantly shifted 
over the years, Sinclair continued to 
adapt and evolve. 

The refinery is a cornerstone for the 
people in Sinclair and surrounding 
communities. Sinclair believes ‘‘if you 
take care of your people, your people 
will take care of you.’’ The corporation 
focuses on job and community pros-
perity, which can be seen by their sup-
port to the residents of Sinclair and 
Rawlins, WY. 

In 2022, the HF Sinclair Corporation 
was formed when Sinclair joined 
HollyFrontier Corporation. The Sin-
clair refinery is one of two operated in 
Wyoming by HF Sinclair. 

Serving the greater Rocky Mountain 
region, the Sinclair Refinery runs a 
mix of Canadian and United States 
sweet and sour crudes. They process 
94,000 barrels per day. The refinery site 
also contains a 10,000 barrels per day 
renewable diesel unit. This unit par-
ticipates in the Low Carbon Fuel 
Standard Program pathways in Cali-
fornia and British Columbia. 

The Sinclair Refinery has 475 em-
ployees and an average of 350 contrac-
tors. During ‘‘turnarounds,’’ there are 
over 3,000 contractors. Thank you to 
vice president and refinery manager 
Jim Ruble and his dedicated staff who 
keep this refinery in operation. 

The town of Sinclair is led by mayor 
Cullan Meeks, vice mayor Michelle 
Serres, clerk/treasurer Becky Slater, 
assistant treasurer Gina Helmetag, and 
council members Forest Ortiz, David 
Robinson, and Brennan Dunlap. 

On August 17, 2024, the town and re-
finery will celebrate this momentous 
occasion, They will commemorate 
their joint history with many festivi-
ties including a parade, lunch, a chil-
dren’s carnival, entertainment acts, 
and music bands. A fireworks display 
will close out the celebration. 

It is an honor for me to rise in rec-
ognition of this significant milestone. I 
applaud the workers and citizens who 
have worked tirelessly to contribute to 
the success of this booming oil town 
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and refinery. They should be proud to 
welcome this momentous accomplish-
ment. Congratulations to the town of 
Sinclair and the Sinclair Refinery on 
their 100th anniversary. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVIS BILLUPS 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Davis for 
his hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize his efforts and con-
tributions to my office, as well as to 
the State of Wyoming. 

Davis is a native of Virginia. He at-
tends Southern Methodist University, 
where he studies history. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Davis for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MOLLY FINLAY 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Molly for 
her hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her 
efforts and contributions to my office, 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Molly is a native of Virginia. She at-
tends Vanderbilt University, where she 
studies law, history, and society. She 
has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made her an invaluable asset 
to our office. The quality of her work is 
reflected in her great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Molly for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DALJIT KAUR 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Daljit for 
her hard work as an intern in my office 
in Cheyenne, WY. I recognize her ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Daljit is a native of Burns. She is a 
sophomore at the University of Wyo-
ming, where she studies accounting 
and economics. She has demonstrated a 
strong work ethic, which has made her 
an invaluable asset to our office. The 
quality of her work is reflected in her 
great efforts over the last several 
months. 

I want to thank Daljit for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for 

me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAEVE KNEPPER 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Maeve for 
her hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize her efforts and con-
tributions to my office, as well as to 
the State of Wyoming. 

Maeve is a native of Cheyenne, WY. 
She will soon attend Georgetown Uni-
versity, as a Donald M. Payne Inter-
national Development Graduate Fel-
low, in pursuit of a M.S. in foreign 
service. She has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Maeve for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ISABELLE 
RADAKOVICH 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Isabelle for 
her hard work as an intern in my office 
in Cheyenne, WY. I recognize her ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Isabelle is a native of Cody. She is a 
junior at Michigan State University, 
where she studies international rela-
tions and political theory and constitu-
tional democracy. She has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made her an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of her work is 
reflected in her great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Isabelle for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLE SHOLLY 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Cole for his 
hard work as an intern in the Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee. I 
recognize his efforts and contributions 
to my office, as well as to the State of 
Wyoming. 

Cole is a native of Yellowstone, WY. 
He attends Montana State University, 
where he studies business finance. He 
has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made him an invaluable 

asset to our office. The quality of his 
work is reflected in his great efforts 
over the last several months. 

I want to thank Cole for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SABER SMITH 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Saber for 
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Saber is a native of Gillette, WY. He 
recently graduated from the University 
of Wyoming with a bachelor’s in crimi-
nal justice and political science. He has 
demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made him an invaluable 
asset to our office. The quality of his 
work is reflected in his great efforts 
over the last several months. 

I want to thank Saber for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GRACE 
STEENBERGEN 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Grace for 
her hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her 
efforts and contributions to my office, 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Grace is a native of Pine Bluffs, WY. 
She attends the University of Wyo-
ming, where she studies political 
science. She has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Grace for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEAN-LUC WILSON 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Jean-Luc 
for his hard work as an intern in the 
Senate Republican Conference. I recog-
nize his efforts and contributions to 
my office, as well as to the State of 
Wyoming. 

Jean-Luc is a native of Thermopolis, 
WY. He attends the University of Wyo-
ming, where he studies political 
science and international studies. He 
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has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made him an invaluable 
asset to our office. The quality of his 
work is reflected in his great efforts 
over the last several months. 

I want to thank Jean-Luc for the 
dedication he has shown while working 
for me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JACK STONE 
∑ Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I 
rise today to commend Mr. Jack Stone, 
a distinguished veteran and pillar of 
the Tifton community, whose lifelong 
dedication to service and our State are 
an inspiration to all Georgians. 

Drafted into the Korean war in 1950, 
Mr. Stone bravely served and displayed 
exceptional courage and leadership. 
After his Active-Duty service, he then 
served an additional 7 years in the 
Army Reserves. 

Mr. Stone was a leader in working to 
establish Tifton’s Veterans Memorial 
Park over three decades ago, which has 
since renamed in his honor as Jack 
Stone Veterans Park. The park now 
also features a monument with the 
names of more than 80 men and women 
from Tifton who were killed in action 
serving our country. 

Through his tireless efforts, Mr. 
Stone not only helped secured funding 
for the park, but also served as its vol-
unteer curator, ensuring that it re-
mains a place of reverence and reflec-
tion for generations to come. He was 
also instrumental in opening Tifton’s 
Veterans Museum in 2019 and helped se-
cure a U.S. Veterans Administration 
clinic in Tifton to better serve the 
area’s veterans. 

Mr. Stone has been actively involved 
in various other community organiza-
tions, including the Downtown Tifton 
Merchants Association and the Tifton- 
Tift County Tourism Association. His 
leadership and dedication have been in-
strumental in the growth and pros-
perity of the Tifton community. 

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I recog-
nize, commend, and express my grati-
tude to Mr. Jack Stone for his service 
to our Nation, his contributions to the 
Tifton community, and his commit-
ment to honoring our veterans.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO 2024 SUMMER 
INTERNS 

∑ Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President, 
today I stand before you to express my 
gratitude and admiration for the excep-
tional students who joined our team as 
summer interns in 2024. 

These talented young women and 
men brought a unique blend of enthu-
siasm, dedication, and a passion for 
making a difference to my offices in 
Washington, DC, office and across the 
State of Nebraska. 

Our interns have consistently shown 
a motivation to learn and a strong 
commitment to our State. Their pres-
ence has not only enriched our work-
space, but also inspired my team and 
me. As the torchbearers of the next 
generation, their spirit and determina-
tion fill us with anticipation for what 
the future holds. 

As they leave our office, I want to 
take a moment to extend my sincerest 
thanks to: Caitlyn Haggstrom, Preston 
Kotik, Turner Vaughn, and Esme 
Vroom, who served in my Washington, 
DC, office; Carson Kreager, who served 
in my Kearney office; Bayleigh 
Donahoe, who served in my Omaha of-
fice; and Mackenzie Hamilton, who 
served in my Lincoln office. 

Your dedication and contributions 
have truly made our team stronger. I 
hope you will carry the lessons learned 
here into your bright future. Congratu-
lations, and best of luck.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:18 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 227. An act to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to provide an additional place 
for holding court for the Pecos Division of 
the Western District of Texas, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3706. An act to amend section 3663A of 
title 18, United States Code, to clarify that 
restitution includes necessary and reason-
able expenses incurred by a person who has 
assumed the victim’s rights. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 120. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony as 
part of the unveiling of the statue of Johnny 
Cash, provided by the State of Arkansas. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mrs. MURRAY, from the Committee on 
Appropriations: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Revised Alloca-
tion to Subcommittees of Budget Totals for 
Fiscal Year 2025’’ (Rept. No. 118–197). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. 
BUDD, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 4756. A bill to subject aliens convicted of 
certain crimes to expedited removal from 
the United States; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. BOOKER, 
and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 4757. A bill to improve the environ-
mental health outcomes of incarcerated peo-

ple and carceral facility workers, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. ROUNDS: 
S. 4758. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Defense to carry out a pilot program on 
using artificial intelligence-enabled software 
to optimize the workflow and operations of 
depots, shipyards, and other manufacturing 
facilities run by the Department of Defense, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mr. MARSHALL): 

S. 4759. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 to exclude from the 
limit on leverage certain amounts invested 
in smaller enterprises located in rural or 
low-income areas and small businesses in 
critical technology areas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms. 
ERNST, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY): 

S. 4760. A bill to establish requirements for 
investigations of certain complaints of dis-
crimination; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. GRAHAM: 
S. 4761. A bill to require increased duties 

for goods and services imported from coun-
tries that import crude oil or petroleum 
products produced in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. LUJÁN (for himself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 4762. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize programs and re-
search relating to autism, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWN: 
S. 4763. A bill to prohibit the operation 

within 25 miles of a military installation, a 
facility of the Federal Government, or sen-
sitive infrastructure of certain technology 
manufactured in a country that is an adver-
sary of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr. 
KENNEDY): 

S. 4764. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act to enhance the Office of Rural Affairs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 4765. A bill to reauthorize the Child Care 

and Development Block Grant Act of 1990, to 
improve access to relative caregivers, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. WYDEN, and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 4766. A bill to strengthen requirements 
for the use of accessible information and 
communications technology by Federal de-
partments and agencies; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. SCHATZ, and Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN): 

S. 4767. A bill to amend the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to reduce fraud-
ulent enrollments in qualified health plans, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mr. MARSHALL): 

S. 4768. A bill to require an evaluation of 
the Nutrition Services Incentive Program of 
the Department of Agriculture; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mrs. CAPITO): 
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S. 4769. A bill to require the Director of the 

National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to develop voluntary guidelines and 
specifications for internal and external as-
surances of artificial intelligence systems, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. Res. 768. A resolution congratulating the 
Fighting Irish of the University of Notre 
Dame men’s lacrosse team for winning the 
2024 National Collegiate Athletic Association 
Division I Men’s Lacrosse National Cham-
pionship; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. Res. 769. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of mental health for youth in the 
United States, and expressing the pressing 
need for awareness and support for mental 
health care for children and adolescents; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. TILLIS): 

S. Res. 770. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of July 2024 as ‘‘Dis-
ability Pride Month’’; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. Con. Res. 38. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that Oper-
ation Legend was successful in reducing and 
combating violent crime in the largest cities 
of the United States and that a future presi-
dential administration committed to enforc-
ing and maintaining law and order should 
consider implementing a similar policy; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 91 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. HAWLEY), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator 
from California (Ms. BUTLER), the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) and the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 91, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to 60 diplomats, in recogni-
tion of their bravery and heroism dur-
ing the Holocaust. 

S. 949 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 949, a bill to amend the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 to tran-
sition the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico to the supplemental nutrition as-
sistance program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1007 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN), the Senator 

from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) and the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1007, a 
bill to establish in the Bureau of De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor of 
the Department of State a Special 
Envoy for the Human Rights of 
LGBTQI+ Peoples, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1310 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1310, a bill to designate as 
wilderness certain Federal portions of 
the red rock canyons of the Colorado 
Plateau and the Great Basin Deserts in 
the State of Utah for the benefit of 
present and future generations of peo-
ple in the United States. 

S. 1409 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1409, a bill to protect the safe-
ty of children on the internet. 

S. 1418 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) and the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1418, a bill to amend the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection 
Act of 1998 to strengthen protections 
relating to the online collection, use, 
and disclosure of personal information 
of children and teens, and for other 
purposes. 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. OSSOFF) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1418, supra. 

S. 2372 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2372, a bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to streamline en-
rollment under the Medicaid program 
of certain providers across State lines, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2669 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, his 

name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of 
S. 2669, a bill to require the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network to issue 
guidance on digital assets, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3345 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3345, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that floor 
plan financing includes the financing 
of certain trailers and campers. 

S. 3457 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 3457, a bill to promote fairness in 
the sale of event tickets. 

S. 3625 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 

Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 3625, a bill to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to 
provide small businesses with addi-
tional time to file beneficial ownership 
information, and for other purposes. 

S. 3696 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3696, a bill to improve rights 
to relief for individuals affected by 
non-consensual activities involving in-
timate digital forgeries, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4075 

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4075, a bill to prohibit payment 
card networks and covered entities 
from requiring the use of or assigning 
merchant category codes that distin-
guish a firearms retailer from a gen-
eral merchandise retailer or sporting 
goods retailer, and for other purposes. 

S. 4199 

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 4199, a bill to authorize additional 
district judges for the district courts 
and convert temporary judgeships. 

S. 4532 

At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4532, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to es-
tablish requirements with respect to 
the use of prior authorization under 
Medicare Advantage plans. 

S. 4632 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN), the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS), the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4632, a bill to establish 
an earlier application processing cycle 
for the FAFSA. 

S. 4666 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4666, a bill to amend the 
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 
to apply the ban on contributions and 
expenditures by foreign nationals 
under such Act to foreign-controlled, 
foreign-influenced, and foreign-owned 
domestic business entities, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4695 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, his name was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4695, a bill to repeal the District 
of Columbia Home Rule Act. 

S. 4727 

At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4727, a bill to amend title 5, 
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United States Code, to clarify the na-
ture of judicial review of agency inter-
pretations of statutory and regulatory 
provisions. 

S.J. RES. 80 
At the request of Ms. LUMMIS, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 80, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Regu-
lations Pertaining to Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants’’. 

S.J. RES. 81 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 81, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the National Marine Fisheries Service 
relating to ‘‘Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants; Regulations 
for Interagency Cooperation’’. 

S.J. RES. 86 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 86, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Regu-
lations for Interagency Cooperation’’. 

S. RES. 669 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 669, a resolution des-
ignating October 10, 2024, as ‘‘American 
Girls in Sports Day’’. 

S. RES. 687 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG), the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. RUBIO) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. RICKETTS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 687, a resolution 
expressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding United Nations General Assem-
bly Resolution 2758 (XXVI) and the 
harmful conflation of China’s ‘‘One 
China Principle’’ and the United States 
‘‘One China Policy’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2169 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) was added 
as a cosponsor of amendment No. 2169 
intended to be proposed to S. 4638, a 
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2025 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2199 
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 

MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2199 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2225 
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2225 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2596 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 2596 intended to be proposed 
to S. 4638, a bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2597 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2597 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2598 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2598 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2613 
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2613 intended to 
be proposed to S. 4638, a bill to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2025 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2701 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2701 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2770 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the names of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 2770 
intended to be proposed to S. 4638, a 
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2025 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2785 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2785 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2788 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2788 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2831 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, his name was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2831 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2843 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 2843 
intended to be proposed to S. 4638, a 
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2025 for military activities of 
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the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2853 
At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER, 

the names of the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. WELCH), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 2853 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2863 
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator 
from New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
2863 intended to be proposed to S. 4638, 
a bill to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2025 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2875 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2875 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2915 
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 2915 
intended to be proposed to S. 4638, a 
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2025 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2974 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was withdrawn as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2974 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4638, a bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 

such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2988 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2988 intended to 
be proposed to S. 4638, a bill to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2025 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2998 

At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2998 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3045 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 3045 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 768—CON-
GRATULATING THE FIGHTING 
IRISH OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NOTRE DAME MEN’S LACROSSE 
TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2024 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I MEN’S 
LACROSSE NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 768 

Whereas, on May 27, 2024, the University of 
Notre Dame Men’s Lacrosse Team (referred 
to in this preamble as the ‘‘Fighting Irish’’) 
won the 2024 National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘NCAA’’) Division I title with a 15 to 5 win 
over the Maryland Terrapins in Philadelphia; 

Whereas the victory marked the second na-
tional title and a consecutive national cham-
pionship for the Fighting Irish; 

Whereas the Fighting Irish is the first 
team since 2019 and 2021 to win back-to-back 
men’s lacrosse NCAA national champion-
ships in consecutive seasons, and the eighth 
team in NCAA Division I history to accom-
plish the feat; 

Whereas head coach Kevin Corrigan was 
supported by assistant coaches and staff, in-
cluding Ryan Wellner, Chris Wojcik, Ryder 

Garnsey, Rob Simpson, Joshua Skube, 
Mandy Merritt, Robby Hamman, Zach 
Korten, Darin Ottaviani, and Ron Powlus; 

Whereas the full player roster of the 2024 
national championship Fighting Irish team 
includes Christian Alacqua, Will Angrick, 
Sam Assaf, Fulton Bayman, Brock Behrman, 
Jake Bonomi, Tyler Buchner, Ross 
Burgmaster, Gavin Burlace, BJ Burlace, Max 
Busenkell, Chris Conlin, Jack Conroy, 
Declan Cooke, Anderson Davis, Conrad 
Delgado, Eric Dobson, Ronan Doherty, Will 
Donovan, Andrew Donovan, Casey Doyle, Pat 
Eilers, Liam Entenmann, Jordan Faison, 
Fisher Finley, Will Gallagher, Christian 
Gallaher, Griffin Grant, Reilly Gray, Andrew 
Greenspan, Logan Gutzwiller, Colin 
Hagstrom, Nick Harris, Ridge Johnson, Pat 
Kavanagh, Chris Kavanagh, Mick Lee, 
Shawn Lyght, Will Lynch, Michael Lynch, 
Will Maheras, Maxim Manyak, Devon 
McLane, Marco Napolitano, Danny Parker, 
Carter Parlette, Thomas Porell, Ben 
Ramsey, Thomas Ricciardelli, Jeffery 
Ricciardelli, Michael Ridgway, Nate 
Schwitzenberg, Jalen Seymour, Ryan Sforzo, 
Jake Sommer, Jake Taylor, Bryce Walker, 
Karter Williams, Mason Wordelman, and 
Alex Zepf; 

Whereas Chris Kavanagh was named the 
Most Outstanding Player of the 2024 NCAA 
Championships; 

Whereas Pat Kavanagh became the first 
men’s lacrosse player in the history of the 
Fighting Irish to win the Tewaaraton Award, 
the most coveted individual honor in college 
lacrosse; and 

Whereas Chris Kavanagh, Pat Kavanagh, 
Liam Entenmann, Shawn Lyght, Devon 
McLane and Ben Ramsey were named to the 
2024 NCAA All-Tournament Team: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the University of Notre 

Dame men’s lacrosse team for its victory in 
the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(referred to in this resolution as the 
‘‘NCAA’’) tournament, claiming the 2024 
NCAA Division I title; and 

(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) former president of the University of 
Notre Dame, Rev. John I. Jenkins, C.S.C.; 

(B) the head coach of the University of 
Notre Dame men’s lacrosse team, Kevin 
Corrigan; and 

(C) the vice president and James E. Rohr 
director of athletics at Notre Dame Univer-
sity, Pete Bevacqua. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 769—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
MENTAL HEALTH FOR YOUTH IN 
THE UNITED STATES, AND EX-
PRESSING THE PRESSING NEED 
FOR AWARENESS AND SUPPORT 
FOR MENTAL HEALTH CARE FOR 
CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 
Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr. 

TILLIS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 769 

Whereas, over the past few decades and 
during the COVID–19 pandemic, mental 
health issues among young people have 
steadily become worse; 

Whereas the Department of Health and 
Human Services estimates that 49.5 percent 
of adolescents in the United States have 
faced a mental health disorder at some point 
in their lives; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention stated that in 2020, during 
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the COVID–19 pandemic, mental health-re-
lated emergency room visits for children 
aged 5 through 11 years increased by 24 per-
cent, and for children aged 12 through 17 
years increased more than 30 percent; 

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention— 

(1) suicide is the third leading cause of 
death among 14- to 18-year-olds in the United 
States; and 

(2) over 20 percent of high school students 
seriously consider attempting suicide and 10 
percent attempt to take their lives; 

Whereas the National Institute of Mental 
Health states that mental health disorders, 
such as anxiety and depression, can lead to a 
higher propensity to engage in substance 
use; and 

Whereas youth populations in rural or un-
derserved areas are less likely to be con-
nected to mental health care: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the 
importance of mental health among youth in 
the United States, and that in order to in-
crease awareness for mental health care for 
children and adolescents, the Federal Gov-
ernment must work collaboratively to— 

(1) encourage States, local educational 
agencies, schools, and community organiza-
tions to support children, youth, and stu-
dents experiencing mental health challenges 
at all grade levels by— 

(A) improving the professional develop-
ment given to educators so that educators 
are better equipped to— 

(i) support student well-being through evi-
dence-based prevention strategies; and 

(ii) respond to signs and symptoms of men-
tal health disorders among students that 
educators are in direct contact with; 

(B) recognizing that young children often 
go misdiagnosed, undiagnosed, or face stig-
ma when it comes to mental health dis-
orders, and therefore lack adequate services 
and support when dealing with mental 
health challenges and crises; 

(C) raising awareness for high-quality 
school- and campus-based mental health 
services that are evidence-based and trauma- 
informed; and 

(D) evaluating the preservation of con-
tinuity of care for students whose treatment 
is interrupted; 

(2) recognize that mental health and phys-
ical health are intertwined and can be treat-
ed through integrated care services, and that 
age is not a determinant for experiencing a 
mental health disorder, in that children can 
face mental health challenges even in early 
childhood; 

(3) recognize the urgency for increasing 
public knowledge of mental health disorders 
by encouraging Federal, State, and local in-
stitutions to disseminate robust resources 
regarding the effects and available treat-
ment options for various mental health dis-
orders; 

(4) address the stigmas associated with 
mental health challenges by urging States to 
adopt peer-to-peer mental health treatment 
models that prioritize community-based 
care; 

(5) create a comprehensive strategy to con-
tact isolated communities with little access 
to knowledge about and resources for sup-
porting young people experiencing mental 
health disorders; and 

(6) address and prevent adverse childhood 
experiences, including previous childhood 
trauma, and other childhood and family risk 
factors that can lead to involvement in the 
justice and child welfare systems. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 770—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF JULY 2024 AS 
‘‘DISABILITY PRIDE MONTH’’ 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr. 
TILLIS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 770 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, an estimated 
61,000,000 adults in the United States have a 
disability; 

Whereas the United States Census Bureau 
reports that more than 3,000,000 children in 
the United States have a disability; 

Whereas the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) was signed 
into law on July 26, 1990; 

Whereas individuals with disabilities re-
main at an increased risk of experiencing 
discrimination and social isolation; 

Whereas individuals with disabilities are 
vital and make meaningful contributions to 
the workforce, arts, science, health care, 
technology, sports, education, law, and many 
more sectors; and 

Whereas ‘‘Disability Pride Month’’ is cele-
brated in July by people across the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses support for the designation of 

July 2024 as ‘‘Disability Pride Month’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States, 

interest groups, and affected people to ob-
serve ‘‘Disability Pride Month’’ with appro-
priate celebrations and activities. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 38—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT OP-
ERATION LEGEND WAS SUCCESS-
FUL IN REDUCING AND COM-
BATING VIOLENT CRIME IN THE 
LARGEST CITIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND THAT A FUTURE 
PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATION 
COMMITTED TO ENFORCING AND 
MAINTAINING LAW AND ORDER 
SHOULD CONSIDER IMPLE-
MENTING A SIMILAR POLICY 

Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, and Mr. 
YOUNG) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. CON. RES. 38 

Whereas, in the wake of a surge in violent 
crime throughout many of the largest cities 
in the United States, Attorney General Wil-
liam Barr announced the launch of Operation 
Legend on July 8, 2020; 

Whereas this groundbreaking operation 
was named in honor of LeGend Taliferro, a 4- 
year-old boy from Kansas City, Missouri, 
who was tragically shot and killed while he 
was sleeping; 

Whereas, throughout the summer of 2020, 
violent crime—including homicides, aggra-
vated assaults, and firearm offenses—rose 
dramatically in large cities like Chicago, 
New York City, Kansas City, Philadelphia, 
and Memphis; 

Whereas the Trump administration took 
decisive steps to curb the rampant violence 
occurring in these cities by instituting Oper-
ation Legend; 

Whereas Operation Legend was a meas-
ured, coordinated, and effective initiative 

that deployed Federal law enforcement 
agents to work in conjunction with State 
and local law enforcement officials to fight 
violent crime; 

Whereas, over the course of 6 months, Op-
eration Legend provided Federal law enforce-
ment agents to 10 of the largest cities in the 
United States: Albuquerque, Baltimore, Chi-
cago, Cleveland, Detroit, Indianapolis, Kan-
sas City, Memphis, Milwaukee, and St. 
Louis; 

Whereas Operation Legend was tremen-
dously successful in targeting the surge in 
violent crime, resulting in over 6,000 ar-
rests—including an estimated 467 arrests for 
homicide—in addition to the seizures of over 
2,600 illegal firearms and over 17 kilograms 
of fentanyl; 

Whereas, 4 years after the launch of Oper-
ation Legend, several major cities in the 
United States continue to struggle with 
waves of violent crime; 

Whereas Kansas City recorded its deadliest 
year on record in 2023 with 185 homicides 
and, between 2022 and 2023, violent crime in-
creased by 11.5 percent in Chicago, the homi-
cide rate in Memphis rose by 50 percent, and 
Washington, D.C. saw a significant increase 
in homicides, carjackings, and armed rob-
beries; 

Whereas several of the largest cities in the 
United States continue to bear the brunt of 
violent crime surges, with their citizens feel-
ing increasingly unsafe; 

Whereas, according to Attorney General 
Merrick Garland, ‘‘there is no acceptable 
level of violent crime. Too many commu-
nities are still struggling, too many people 
are still scared’’; 

Whereas, according to a recent Gallup poll, 
63 percent of people in the United States, the 
highest rate in decades, view crime as a seri-
ous problem; and 

Whereas, given the continuing scourge of 
violent crime in several cities in the United 
States, an initiative similar to Operation 
Legend is essential to reducing violent crime 
in those areas: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that a future presidential admin-
istration committed to enforcing or main-
taining law and order should— 

(1) consider instituting a policy similar to 
Operation Legend that deploys Federal law 
enforcement agents to systematically target 
crime in cities still plagued with rises in 
homicides and other violent offenses; and 

(2) provide significant grant funding to 
State and local governments that shall be 
used to— 

(A) hire and train more law enforcement 
officers, including by awarding bonuses to 
law enforcement officers; 

(B) prevent violent crime by prioritizing 
stringent sentences for repeat offenders; and 

(C) utilize public safety tools such as bail 
and pretrial detention to prevent dangerous 
offenders from returning to communities. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3050. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3051. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 
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SA 3052. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3053. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3054. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3055. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3056. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself 
and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3057. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3058. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3059. Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, and Mr. KING) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3060. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifications, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 3061. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3062. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3063. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifications, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 3064. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3065. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3066. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3067. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3068. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mr. MORAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-

sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 3069. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mr. MORAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3070. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3071. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mr. YOUNG) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3072. Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr. 
KELLY) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3073. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, and Mr. SCHUMER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3074. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, and Mr. SCHUMER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3075. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. LEE) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 2073, to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to re-
quire agencies to include a list of outdated 
or duplicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3076. Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and 
Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2073, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3077. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3078. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. LEE) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 2073, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3079. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. LEE) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 2073, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3080. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3081. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3082. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3083. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3084. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3085. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3086. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3087. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3088. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. MORAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
2073, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3089. Mr. SCHMITT submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3090. Mr. COTTON (for himself and Mr. 
KAINE) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2073, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3091. Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2073, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3092. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3093. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself and 
Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3094. Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr. 
SULLIVAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3095. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3096. Mr. RISCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3097. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Ms. SINEMA) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3098. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. WARNER) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3099. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3100. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mr. MARSHALL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3101. Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. KING, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. RICKETTS, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. KELLY, Ms. 
HIRONO, and Mr. CASSIDY) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3102. Mr. PETERS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3103. Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3104. Mr. PETERS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3105. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 
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SA 3106. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3107. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3108. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3109. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3110. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3111. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3112. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3113. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3114. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3115. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3116. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3117. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3118. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3119. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3120. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3121. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3122. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3123. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3124. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3125. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3126. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3127. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3128. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3129. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3130. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3131. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3132. Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. 
SCHMITT, and Mr. COTTON) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3133. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3134. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
LUJÁN) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3135. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and 
Mr. BARRASSO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3136. Mr. SCHMITT submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifications, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 3137. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3138. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and 
Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3139. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3140. Ms. SINEMA (for herself and Mr. 
LANKFORD) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3141. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3142. Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself and Mr. BROWN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3143. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3144. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3145. Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
MORAN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3146. Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3147. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and 
Mr. RISCH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3148. Ms. SMITH (for herself and Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3149. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3150. Mr. HICKENLOOPER submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3151. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3152. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3153. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3154. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself 
and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4638, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3155. Mr. WYDEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3021 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill 
S. 2073, to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a list of 
outdated or duplicative reporting require-
ments in annual budget justifications, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3156. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2025 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3157. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3158. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3159. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3160. Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
MARKEY) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3161. Mr. SCOTT of Florida submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to require agencies to 
include a list of outdated or duplicative re-
porting requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3162. Mr. LANKFORD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
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of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3163. Mr. LANKFORD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3164. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3165. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself and Mr. 
KAINE) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3166. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself and Mr. 
KAINE) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3167. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3168. Mr. ROMNEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3169. Mr. MURPHY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 3050. Mr. KAINE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 855. CLARIFYING THE STATUTORY DEFINI-

TION OF ‘‘DISTRESSED AREA’’ FOR 
THE PROCUREMENT TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENT PROGRAM. 

Section 4951(2) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by striking subparagraph 
(B) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(B) a tribe, reservation, economic enter-
prise, or organization as defined in section 
3(c), (d), (e) and (f) of the Indian Financing 
Act of 1974 (Public Law 93–262; 25 U.S.C. 
1452(c), (d), (e) and (f)).’’. 

SA 3051. Mr. COTTON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 358. PROTECTION OF UNITED STATES AS-

SETS FROM INCURSIONS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Comprehensive Operations for 
Unmanned-System Neutralization and 
Threat Elimination Response Act’’ or the 
‘‘COUNTER Act’’. 

(b) MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PROTECTION OF CERTAIN FACILITIES AND AS-
SETS FROM UNMANNED AIRCRAFT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 130i of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(A) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘aircraft’’ and inserting ‘‘systems’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘or unmanned aircraft’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘, un-
manned aircraft, or unmanned system’’; 

(C) in subsection (a)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(1) Notwithstanding’’; and 
(ii) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(2) The Secretary of Defense shall dele-

gate the authority under paragraph (1) to 
take actions described in subsection (b)(1) to 
the commander of a combatant command for 
those covered facilities or assets that are 
under the protection of that combatant com-
mand.’’; 

(D) in subsection (b)— 
(i) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting before 

the period at the end the follow: ‘‘, including 
through the use of remote identification 
broadcast’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘coordina-
tion’’ and inserting ‘‘consultation’’; 

(E) in subsection (d)— 
(i) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘coordi-

nate’’ and inserting ‘‘consult’’; and 
(ii) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(3) If the Secretary of Defense and the 

Secretary of Transportation, pursuant to 
regulations prescribed or guidance issued 
under paragraph (1), have approved a system 
to protect a covered facility or asset, ap-
proval of all like systems and all additional 
systems of the same kind shall be encom-
passed by that approval.’’; 

(F) in subsection (e)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘unmanned aircraft sys-

tem’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘unmanned aircraft system, unmanned air-
craft, or unmanned system’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (4)— 
(I) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; or’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(II) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 

subparagraph (D); and 
(III) by inserting after subparagraph (B) 

the following new subparagraph: 
‘‘(C) would support another Federal agency 

with authority to mitigate the threat of un-
manned aircraft systems, unmanned aircraft, 
or unmanned systems in mitigating such 
threats; or’’; 

(G) by redesignating subsections (g) 
through (j) as subsections (h) through (k), re-
spectively; 

(H) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(g) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—Infor-
mation pertaining to the technology, proce-
dures, and protocols used to carry out this 
section, including any regulations or guid-
ance issued to carry out this section, shall be 
exempt from disclosure under section 
552(b)(3) of title 5 and any State or local law 
requiring the disclosure of information.’’; 
and 

(I) in subsection (j), as redesignated by sub-
paragraph (G)— 

(i) in paragraph (1)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘subsection (j)(3)(C)’’ and 

inserting ‘‘subsection (k)(3)(C)’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2026’’ and in-

serting ‘‘December 31, 2030’’; and 
(ii) in paragraph (2)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘180 days’’ and inserting 

‘‘one year’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘November 15, 2026’’ and in-

serting ‘‘November 15, 2030’’; and 
(J) in subsection (k), as so redesignated— 
(i) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through 

(6) as paragraphs (4) through (7), respec-
tively; 

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (3): 

‘‘(3) The term ‘combatant command’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 161 of 
this title.’’; 

(iii) in paragraph (4), as redesignated by 
clause (i)— 

(I) in clause (viii), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and 
inserting a semicolon; 

(II) in clause (ix)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘sections’’ and inserting 

‘‘section’’; and 
(bb) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting a semicolon; and 
(III) by adding at the end the following new 

clauses: 
‘‘(x) protection of an installation of the Air 

National Guard; 
‘‘(xi) protection of the buildings, grounds, 

and property to which the public are not per-
mitted regular, unrestricted access and that 
are under the jurisdiction, custody, or con-
trol of the Department of Defense and the 
persons on that property pursuant to section 
2672 of this title; 

‘‘(xii) assistance to Federal, State, or local 
officials in responding to incidents involving 
nuclear, radiological, biological, or chemical 
weapons, high-yield explosives, or related 
materials or technologies, including pursu-
ant to section 282 of this title or the Robert 
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq); 

‘‘(xiii) transportation, storage, treatment, 
and disposal of explosives by the Department 
pursuant to section 2692(b) of this title; or 

‘‘(xiv) emergency response that is limited 
to a specified timeframe and location.’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(8) The term ‘unmanned system’ means 
an unmanned air, ground, or surface vehicle 
and its associated elements, including com-
munication links and the components re-
quired to control, program, or direct naviga-
tion or function.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 3 of such 
title is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 130i and inserting the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘130i. Protection of certain facilities and as-

sets from unmanned systems.’’. 
(c) PROTECTION OF UNITED STATES AIR-

SPACE, MARITIME DOMAIN, AND TERRITORY 
FROM INCURSIONS BY FOREIGN POWERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 3 of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 130j. Protection of United States airspace, 

maritime domain, and territory from incur-
sions by foreign powers 
‘‘(a) SUPPORT AUTHORIZED TO FEDERAL DE-

PARTMENTS OR AGENCIES.—Notwithstanding 
any provision of title 18 (except for section 
1385 of such title) or the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act of 1978 (50 U.S.C. 1801 et 
seq.), the Secretary of Defense may provide 
the support described in subsection (b) to 
any element of the Department of Defense, 
or to any other department or agency of the 
Federal Government at the request of the 
head of such department or agency— 

‘‘(1) to prevent or respond to an incursion 
reasonably believed to be by a foreign power 
or agent of a foreign power in the territory, 
including the territorial waters, of the 
United States or the airspace above such ter-
ritory; or 

‘‘(2) to respond to any exigent threat to 
public safety declared by the President in a 
declaration of national emergency issued 
pursuant to the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), if the Secretary rea-
sonably believes that the threat to public 
safety is directed by a foreign power or an 
agent of a foreign power. 

‘‘(b) SUPPORT DESCRIBED.—The support de-
scribed in this subsection is the collection, 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5351 July 24, 2024 
processing, analysis, production, and dis-
semination of signals intelligence informa-
tion, including through the use of electronic 
surveillance. 

‘‘(c) PROHIBITION ON TARGETING UNITED 
STATES PERSONS.—The Secretary may not 
provide support under this section that in-
tentionally targets a United States person to 
acquire information. 

‘‘(d) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—The 
Secretary shall promptly report to the con-
gressional defense committees and the con-
gressional intelligence committees any sup-
port provided under this section. 

‘‘(e) REIMBURSABLE SUPPORT.—The head of 
a department or agency of the Federal Gov-
ernment to which support is provided under 
this section shall reimburse the Department 
of Defense for such support pursuant to sec-
tion 1535 of title 31. 

‘‘(f) CLASSIFICATION REVIEW.—(1) Upon 
completion of support authorized under this 
section, the Secretary of Defense, in con-
sultation with the head of a department or 
agency of the Federal Government to which 
such support was provided, shall conduct a 
declassification review of the report required 
by subsection (d) and make publicly avail-
able such report or a summary of such report 
to the greatest extent practicable and con-
sistent with the protection of national secu-
rity. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary of Defense shall com-
plete the declassification review required by 
paragraph (1) of a report required by sub-
section (d) as soon as practicable following 
the completion of the support that is the 
subject such report and not later than 180 
days after the date on which such declas-
sification review begins. 

‘‘(g) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS TO AC-
TIVITIES RELATED TO THE MITIGATION OF 
THREATS FROM UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS OR UNMANNED AIRCRAFT.—Sections 32, 
1030, and 1367 of title 18 and section 46502 of 
title 49 may not be construed to apply to ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense or the 
Coast Guard, whether under this section or 
any other provision of law, that— 

‘‘(1) are conducted outside the United 
States; and 

‘‘(2) are related to the mitigation of 
threats from unmanned aircraft systems or 
unmanned aircraft. 

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The terms ‘agent of a foreign power’, 

‘electronic surveillance’, ‘foreign power’, and 
‘United States person’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 101 of the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (50 
U.S.C. 1801). 

‘‘(2) The term ‘congressional intelligence 
committees’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 3 of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section relating to section 130i the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘130j. Protection of United States airspace, 

maritime domain, and territory 
from incursions by foreign pow-
ers.’’. 

SA 3052. Mr. COTTON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. REPORT ON NATIONAL SECURITY IM-

PACTS OF TECHNOLOGY PROTEC-
TIONISM BY THE REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, in coordination 
with the Secretary of Commerce and the 
Secretary of State, shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report de-
tailing the national security implications of 
the discrimination by the Republic of Korea 
against United States technology companies, 
which works to the advantage of technology 
firms of the People’s Republic of China. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(1) a determination as to whether— 
(A) legislation of the Republic of Korea 

known as the ‘‘Online Platform Monopoly 
Regulation Act’’ would impact United States 
national security by discriminating against 
United States technology companies; 

(B) such legislation would allow tech-
nology firms of the People’s Republic of 
China that pose national security risks to 
the United States to gain market share in 
the Republic of Korea; and 

(C) dominance over the digital sectors of 
the Republic of Korea by technology firms of 
the People’s Republic of China would impact 
the information security of the United 
States Armed Forces based in the Republic 
of Korea; and 

(2) a determination of the manner in which 
the passage of such legislation and the miti-
gation of its national security impacts 
should be accounted for in the Special Meas-
ures Agreement, and other United States de-
fense funding intended for the protection of 
the Republic of Korea. 

SA 3053. Mr. COTTON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of division A, add the following: 
TITLE XVII—NO ICBMS FOR IRAN ACT OF 

2024 
SEC. 1701. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘No ICBMs 
for Iran Act of 2024’’. 
Subtitle A—Sanctions and Report on Iranian 

Space-launch Vehicles and Intercontinental 
Ballistic Missiles 

SEC. 1711. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-

lowing findings: 
(1) The Islamic Republic of Iran has the 

largest ballistic missile arsenal in the Mid-
dle East, which Iran uses to threaten forces 
of the United States and partners of the 
United States in the region. 

(2) Iran is progressing toward developing 
an intercontinental ballistic missile (com-
monly referred to an ‘‘ICBM’’) capability. In 
2023, the Defense Intelligence Agency re-
ported that Iran’s progress on its space- 
launch vehicles shortens the time needed for 
Iran to produce an ICBM since space-launch 
vehicles and ICBMs use similar technologies. 

(3) Iran continues to rely on illicit foreign 
procurement to support its long-range mis-
sile aspirations. For example, Iran recently 
tried to purchase from the Russian Federa-
tion and the People’s Republic of China am-

monium perchlorate, which is the main in-
gredient in solid propellants to power mis-
siles. 

(4) Iran relies at least in part on networks 
in Hong Kong and the People’s Republic of 
China to procure dual-use materials and 
equipment for its longer-range ballistic mis-
sile program. 

(5) North Korea historically has played a 
role in supporting longer-range Iranian bal-
listic missile capabilities. Specifically, 
North Korea provided the Nodong-A to Iran 
in the 1990s, which Iran used to develop both 
its first nuclear-capable medium-range bal-
listic missile and liquid propellant engines 
for its space-launch vehicles. 

(6) While the Iran Space Agency, a govern-
ment organization subject to sanctions, de-
velops space capabilities for Iran’s ministry 
of defense as well as the communications 
sector, Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps 
Aerospace Force (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘IRGC–AF’’) runs a parallel space pro-
gram employing solid-propellant motors, 
which if used in ICBM technology, would en-
able launches with little warning. 

(7) Iran continues work on larger diameter 
solid-propellant motors, like the Rafa’e, and 
is now reportedly in the possession of an all- 
solid-propellant space-launch vehicle called 
the Qaem–100. Iran successfully launched a 
satellite into orbit using its Qaem–100 rocket 
January 2024. 

(8) Iran’s development, production, and 
transfer of space-launch vehicle and ballistic 
missile technology violated Annex B of 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 
2231 (2015), which enshrined certain restric-
tions under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action. Those restrictions expired on Octo-
ber 18, 2023. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) Iran’s space program continues to func-
tion as a cover for Iran’s quest for an ICBM; 

(2) the possession by Iran of an ICBM 
would pose a direct threat to the United 
States homeland and partners of the United 
States in Europe; and 

(3) the United States should work to deny 
Iran the ability to hold the United States 
homeland or European partners of the 
United States at risk with an ICBM. 
SEC. 1712. DETERMINATION AND MANDATORY IM-

POSITION OF SANCTIONS UNDER EX-
ECUTIVE ORDER 13382. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President shall— 

(1) determine whether each individual or 
entity specified in subsection (b) meets the 
criteria for the imposition of sanctions under 
Executive Order 13382 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; re-
lating to blocking property of weapons of 
mass destruction proliferators and their sup-
porters); and 

(2) with respect to any such individual or 
entity the President determines does meet 
such criteria, impose such sanctions. 

(b) INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES SPECIFIED.— 
The individuals and entities specified in this 
subsection are the following: 

(1) The Space Division of the IRGC–AF. 
(2) All senior officers of the IRGC–AF. 
(3) Brigadier General Amir-Ali Hajizadeh, 

the commander of the IRGC–AF. 
(4) General Majid Mousavi, the deputy 

commander of the IRGC–AF. 
(5) Second Brigadier General Ali- 

Jafarabadi, the commander of the Space Di-
vision of the IRGC–AF. 
SEC. 1713. REPORT ON SUPPORT FOR IRAN’S 

SPACE, AEROSPACE, AND BALLISTIC 
MISSILE SECTORS AND UNITED 
STATES CAPACITY TO DENY INTER-
CONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILE 
ATTACKS FROM IRAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
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the Secretary of Defense, in coordination 
with the Secretary of State and the Director 
of National Intelligence, shall submit to the 
congressional defense committees a report 
that includes the following: 

(1) An identification of entities in Iran not 
subject to sanctions imposed by the United 
States as of the date of the report that are 
helping to support Iran’s space, aerospace, 
and ballistic missile sectors, including public 
and private entities making a material con-
tribution to Iran’s development of space- 
launch vehicles or ICBMs. 

(2) An identification of the countries the 
governments of which continue to support 
Iran’s space, aerospace, and ballistic missile 
activities. 

(3) With respect to each country identified 
under paragraph (2), the following: 

(A) Actions taken by the government of 
the country or other entities within the 
country to support Iran’s space, aerospace, 
and ballistic missile activities, including the 
transfer of missiles, engines, propellant or 
materials that can be used for fuel, or other 
technologies that could make a material 
contribution to development of space-launch 
vehicles or ICBMs. 

(B) Any actions described in subparagraph 
(A) or proposals for such actions being nego-
tiated or discussed as of the date of the re-
port. 

(4) An assessment of Iran’s ICBM tech-
nology, including the following: 

(A) Key steps Iran would need to take to 
develop an ICBM. 

(B) An assessment of which rocket motors 
Iran would likely use to build an ICBM. 

(C) Technological hurdles Iran would still 
need to overcome to develop an ICBM. 

(D) Pathways to overcome the hurdles de-
scribed in subparagraph (C), including the 
potential transfer of technologies from 
North Korea, the Russian Federation, or the 
People’s Republic of China. 

(E) An estimated timeline for Iran to de-
velop an ICBM if Iran chooses to do so. 

(b) UPDATES.—As new information becomes 
available and not less frequently than annu-
ally, the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees an updated 
version of the report required by subsection 
(a) that includes updated information under 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of that subsection. 

(c) FORM.—Each report submitted under 
this section shall be submitting in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified 
annex. 
SEC. 1714. REPORT ON SENIOR OFFICIALS OF 

GOVERNMENT OF IRAN RESPON-
SIBLE FOR SPACE-LAUNCH VEHICLE 
OR BALLISTIC MISSILE TESTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date on which the President deter-
mines that the Government of Iran has con-
ducted a test of a space-launch vehicle or 
ballistic missile, the President shall submit 
to the congressional defense committees a 
notification that identifies each senior offi-
cial of the Government of Iran that the 
President determines is responsible for or-
dering, controlling, or otherwise directing 
the test. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The notification required 
by subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) available information on the ballistic 
missile or the generic class of ballistic mis-
sile or space rocket that was launched; 

(2) the trajectory, duration, range, and al-
titude of the flight of the missile or rocket; 

(3) the duration, range, and altitude of the 
flight of each stage of the missile or rocket; 

(4) the location of the launch point and im-
pact point; 

(5) the payload; and 
(6) other technical information that is 

available. 
(c) FORM.—The notification required by 

subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-

fied form, but may contain a classified 
annex. 
Subtitle B—Sanctions and Reports Relating 

to Iranian Unmanned Aerial Systems 
SEC. 1721. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Iran has a robust unmanned aerial sys-
tem program under which Iran operates sev-
eral unmanned aerial systems, including 
combat drones, drones capable of conducting 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance, and suicide or kamikaze drones. 

(2) Iran has supplied thousands of un-
manned aerial systems to the Russian Fed-
eration, including several hundred of the 
Shahed–136 suicide drone. 

(3) Iran and the Russian Federation are re-
portedly planning to build 6,000 Geran–2 
drones, the Russian-made version of the Ira-
nian Shahed–136, at a new facility in the 
Russian Federation. 

(4) The Iranian supply of unmanned aerial 
systems to the Russian Federation has 
fueled the Russian Federation’s murderous 
invasion of Ukraine and caused countless ci-
vilian deaths. 

(5) The United States found parts made by 
more than a dozen United States or western 
companies in an Iranian unmanned aerial 
system downed in Ukraine, which are likely 
transferred to Iran illegally. 

(6) Iran is also responsible for the prolifera-
tion of unmanned aerial systems to terrorist 
groups in the Middle East, including Hamas 
in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and the 
Houthis in Yemen, which have all employed 
drones in their murderous attacks on Israel 
following the October 7, 2023, terrorist at-
tacks by Hamas in Israel, which killed more 
than 1,400 innocent civilians. 

(7) Iran’s transfer of unmanned aerial sys-
tems to other governments and terrorist 
groups has violated Annex B of United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 2231 (2015) 
and restrictions imposed under the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, which ex-
pired on October 18, 2023. 

(8) Upon the expiration of those restric-
tions, Iran’s transfer of deadly unmanned 
aerial systems and ballistic missiles to ac-
tors like Hamas and the Russian Federation 
became legal under international law. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) Iran’s unmanned aerial system program 
contributes significantly to the instability of 
the Middle East and threatens the security 
of the United States and its partners in the 
Middle East, including Israel; 

(2) the provision of Iranian unmanned aer-
ial systems gives the Russian Federation an 
advantage in its war in Ukraine and contrib-
utes to the dangerous partnership between 
Iran and the Russian Federation; 

(3) the expiration of restrictions under the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action and 
Annex B of United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2231 on October 18, 2023, helps fa-
cilitate Iran’s development and transfer of 
deadly unmanned aerial systems and bal-
listic missiles to actors like Hamas and the 
Russian Federation; and 

(4) the United States should seek to hinder 
Iran’s unmanned aerial system production, 
its transfer of such systems to the Russian 
Federation, Hamas, and other hostile state 
and non-state actors, and to prevent the fur-
ther use of United States components in Ira-
nian unmanned aerial systems. 
SEC. 1722. INCLUSION OF UNMANNED AERIAL 

SYSTEMS AND CRUISE MISSILES 
UNDER COMPREHENSIVE IRAN 
SANCTIONS, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND 
DIVESTMENT ACT OF 2010. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 2(1) of the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, 

and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8501(1)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘and ballistic mis-
siles’’ and inserting ‘‘, ballistic missiles, and 
unmanned aerial systems and cruise mis-
siles’’. 

(b) INCLUSION IN GOODS, SERVICES, AND 
TECHNOLOGIES OF DIVERSION CONCERN.—Sec-
tion 302(b)(1)(B) of the Comprehensive Iran 
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment 
Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8542(b)(1)(B)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and in-
serting a semicolon; 

(2) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv); and 

(3) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(iii) unmanned aerial system (as defined 
in section 1727 of the No ICBMs for Iran Act 
of 2024) or cruise missile program; or’’. 

(c) SUNSET.—Section 401(a)(2) of the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, 
and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 
8551(a)(2)) is amended by striking ‘‘and bal-
listic missiles and ballistic missile launch 
technology’’ and inserting ‘‘, ballistic mis-
siles and ballistic missile launch technology, 
and unmanned aerial system (as defined in 
section 1727 of the No ICBMs for Iran Act of 
2024) and cruise missile programs.’’. 
SEC. 1723. INCLUSION OF UNMANNED AERIAL 

SYSTEMS IN ENFORCEMENT OF 
ARMS EMBARGOS UNDER COUN-
TERING AMERICA’S ADVERSARIES 
THROUGH SANCTIONS ACT. 

Section 107(a)(1) of the Countering Amer-
ica’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (22 
U.S.C. 9406(a)(1)) is amended by inserting 
‘‘unmanned aerial systems (as defined in sec-
tion 1727 of the No ICBMs for Iran Act of 
2024),’’ after ‘‘warships,’’. 
SEC. 1724. INCLUSION OF UNMANNED AERIAL 

SYSTEMS UNDER IRAN-IRAQ ARMS 
NON-PROLIFERATION ACT OF 1992. 

Section 1608(1) of the Iran-Iraq Arms Non- 
Proliferation Act of 1992 (Public Law 102–484; 
50 U.S.C. 1701 note) is amended by inserting 
‘‘unmanned aerial systems (as defined in sec-
tion 1727 of the No ICBMs for Iran Act of 
2024),’’ after ‘‘cruise missiles,’’. 
SEC. 1725. STRATEGY TO COUNTER IRANIAN UN-

MANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report (with a 
classified annex) that includes a strategy for 
countering Iran’s growing unmanned aerial 
systems program and its transfer of un-
manned aerial systems and related tech-
nology to foreign states and non-state ac-
tors. 

(b) PLAN TO PREVENT IRAN OBTAINING 
UNITED STATES MATERIALS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The strategy required by 
subsection (a) shall draw upon the work of 
the President Biden’s interagency task force 
investigating the presence of United States 
parts in Iranian unmanned aerial systems to 
develop a plan for preventing Iran from ob-
taining United States materials for its un-
manned aerial system program. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) A list of identified United States com-
ponents found in Iranian unmanned aerial 
systems and a list of United States suppliers 
of those components. 

(B) An assessment of existing export con-
trols for components described in subpara-
graph (A) and a plan to strengthen those ex-
port controls, including through any nec-
essary legislative action by Congress. 

(C) An investigation into and identifica-
tion of foreign actors, including individuals 
and government and nongovernmental enti-
ties, that are supplying components to the 
Iranian unmanned aerial system and weap-
ons programs. 
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(D) Strategies to deny supply chains for 

such components, including any sanctions or 
other actions to target the individuals or en-
tities identified under subparagraph (C). 

(E) An identification of any additional au-
thorities or funding needed to enable the in-
vestigation of how Iran is obtaining United 
States components for its unmanned aerial 
system program. 

(F) An assessment of how the Bureau of In-
dustry and Security of the Department of 
Commerce is monitoring compliance with 
their restrictions on Iranian unmanned aer-
ial system producers aimed at ensuring 
United States and other foreign-made com-
ponents are not being used in Iranian un-
manned aerial systems. 

(G) An investigation into Iran’s use of shell 
companies to evade sanctions and restric-
tions on the use of United States or other 
foreign-made components in Iranian un-
manned aerial system production. 

(H) Strategies to ensure United States 
manufacturers of critical components for un-
manned aerial systems can verify the end 
users of those components. 

(I) Any other actions that could be use to 
disrupt Iran’s unmanned aerial system and 
weapons programs and its transfers to for-
eign states and non-state actors. 

(c) DIPLOMATIC STRATEGY.—The strategy 
required by subsection (a) shall include a 
diplomatic strategy to coordinate with allies 
of the United States to counter Iran’s un-
manned aerial system production and trans-
fer of unmanned aerial systems and related 
technologies to foreign states and non-state 
actors, including the following: 

(1) Coordination with respect to sanctions 
comparable to the sanctions the United 
States is required to apply under the amend-
ments made by this subtitle. 

(2) Intelligence sharing with allies of the 
United States to determine how Iran is ob-
taining western components for its un-
manned aerial system program. 

(3) Intelligence sharing with allies of the 
United States to track, monitor, and disrupt 
Iranian transfers of its unmanned aerial sys-
tem technology to foreign states and non- 
state actors. 

(4) A plan to cooperate with allies of the 
United States to develop or advance anti-un-
manned aerial system equipment. 
SEC. 1726. REPORT ON SUPPORT FOR IRAN’S UN-

MANNED AERIAL SYSTEM PROGRAM 
AND RELATED TECHNOLOGY TRANS-
FERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, in coordination 
with the Secretary of State and the Director 
of National Intelligence, shall submit to the 
congressional defense committees a report 
that outlines the following: 

(1) Domestic industries, individuals, or en-
tities in Iran not subject to sanctions im-
posed by the United States as of the date of 
the report that are helping to support Iran’s 
unmanned aerial system program, including 
both public and private entities making a 
material contribution to Iran’s production of 
unmanned aerial systems. 

(2) A list of foreign states or non-state ac-
tors using Iranian unmanned aerial system 
technology or looking to purchase it, includ-
ing any negotiations or discussions ongoing 
as of the date of the enactment of this Act 
between Iran and a foreign state or non-state 
actor to acquire such technology from Iran. 

(3) An assessment of cooperation between 
Iran and the People’s Republic of China to 
develop, produce, acquire, or export un-
manned aerial system technology. 

(4) An assessment of cooperation between 
Iran and the Russian Federation to develop, 
produce, acquire, or export unmanned aerial 
system technology, including a status up-

date on Russian capabilities to produce Ira-
nian unmanned aerial systems. 

(5) An assessment on how the October 18, 
2023, expiration of sanctions and other re-
strictions under Annex B of United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 2231 (2015) have 
or have not increased cooperation between 
Iran and the Russian Federation or Iran and 
the People’s Republic of China relating to 
transactions previously restricted under that 
resolution. 

(b) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 
SEC. 1727. UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEM DEFINED. 

In this subtitle, the term ‘‘unmanned aer-
ial system’’— 

(1) means an aircraft without a human 
pilot onboard that is controlled by an oper-
ator remotely or programmed to fly autono-
mously; and 

(2) includes— 
(A) unmanned vehicles that conduct intel-

ligence, surveillance, or reconnaissance oper-
ations; 

(B) unmanned vehicles that can loiter, 
such as suicide or kamikaze drones; and 

(C) unmanned combat aerial vehicles. 
Subtitle C—Expansion of Iran Sanctions Act 

of 1996 
SEC. 1731. EXPANSION OF IRAN SANCTIONS ACT 

OF 1996. 
(a) EXPANSION OF SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT 

TO WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AND CON-
VENTIONAL WEAPONS.—Section 5(b)(1) of the 
Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104– 
172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note) is amended— 

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking 
‘‘EXPORTS, TRANSFERS, AND TRANSSHIPMENTS’’ 
and inserting ‘‘WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUC-
TION AND CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘the 
Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human 
Rights Act of 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘the No 
ICBMs for Iran Act of 2024’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘would likely’’ 

and inserting ‘‘may’’; 
(B) in clause (ii)— 
(i) in subclause (I)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘or develop’’ and inserting 

‘‘develop, or export’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘; or’’ and inserting a semi-

colon; 
(ii) by redesignating subclause (II) as sub-

clause (IV); and 
(iii) by inserting after subclause (I) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(II) acquire or develop ballistic missiles 

or ballistic missile launch technologies; 
‘‘(III) acquire or develop unmanned aerial 

systems (as defined in section 1727 of the No 
ICBMs for Iran Act of 2024); or’’. 

(b) SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO SPACE- 
LAUNCH AND BALLISTIC MISSILE PROGRAMS.— 
Section 5(b) of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 
(Public Law 104–172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(4) SPACE-LAUNCH AND BALLISTIC MISSILE 
GOODS, SERVICES, OR TECHNOLOGY.— 

‘‘(A) TRANSFER TO IRAN.—Except as pro-
vided in subsection (f), the President shall 
impose 5 or more of the sanctions described 
in section 6(a) with respect to a person if the 
President determines that the person, on or 
after the date of the enactment of the No 
ICBMs for Iran Act of 2024, knowingly ex-
ports, transfers, or permits or otherwise fa-
cilitates the transshipment or reexport of 
goods, services, technology, or other items 
to Iran that may support Iran’s efforts to ac-
quire, develop, or export its space-launch 
programs, space-launch vehicles, or ballistic 
missiles or ballistic missile launch tech-
nologies. 

‘‘(B) DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT FOR DE-
VELOPMENT.—Except as provided in sub-

section (f), the President shall impose 5 or 
more of the sanctions described in section 
6(a) with respect to— 

‘‘(i) an agency or instrumentality of the 
Government of Iran if the President deter-
mines that the agency or instrumentality 
knowingly, on or after the date of the enact-
ment of the No ICBMs for Iran Act of 2024, 
seeks to develop, procure, or acquire goods, 
services, or technology that may support ef-
forts by the Government of Iran with respect 
to space-launch vehicle or ballistic missile- 
related goods, services, and items listed on 
the Equipment, Software, and Technology 
Annex of the Missile Technology Control Re-
gime (commonly referred to as the ‘MTCR 
Annex’); 

‘‘(ii) a foreign person or an agency or in-
strumentality of a foreign state (as defined 
in section 1603(b) of title 28, United States 
Code) if the President determines that the 
person or agency or instrumentality know-
ingly, on or after such date of enactment, 
provides material support to the Govern-
ment of Iran that may support efforts by the 
Government of Iran with respect to space- 
launch vehicle or ballistic missile-related 
goods, services, and items listed on the 
MTCR Annex; and 

‘‘(iii) a foreign person that the President 
determines knowingly, on or after such date 
of enactment, engages in a transaction or 
transactions with, or provides financial serv-
ices for, a foreign person or an agency or in-
strumentality of a foreign state described in 
clause (i) or (ii) with respect to space-launch 
vehicle or ballistic missile-related goods, 
services, and items listed on the MTCR 
Annex. 

‘‘(C) CONGRESSIONAL REQUESTS.—Not later 
than 30 days after receiving a request from 
the chairman or ranking member of the ap-
propriate congressional committees with re-
spect to whether a person meets the criteria 
for the imposition of sanctions under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B), the President shall— 

‘‘(i) determine if the person meets such cri-
teria; and 

‘‘(ii) submit a report to the chairman or 
ranking member, as the case may be, who 
submitted the request with respect to that 
determination that includes a statement of 
whether or not the President imposed or in-
tends to impose sanctions with respect to 
the person.’’. 

SA 3054. Mr. COTTON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. WITHDRAWAL OF NORMAL TRADE RE-

LATIONS TREATMENT FROM THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of title I of Public Law 106–286 (114 
Stat. 880) or any other provision of law, ef-
fective on the date of the enactment of this 
Act— 

(1) normal trade relations treatment shall 
not apply pursuant to section 101 of that Act 
to the products of the People’s Republic of 
China; 

(2) normal trade relations treatment may 
thereafter be extended to the products of the 
People’s Republic of China only in accord-
ance with the provisions of chapter 1 of title 
IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431 et 
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seq.), as in effect with respect to the prod-
ucts of the People’s Republic of China on the 
day before the effective date of the accession 
of the People’s Republic of China to the 
World Trade Organization; and 

(3) the extension of waiver authority that 
was in effect with respect to the People’s Re-
public of China under section 402(d)(1) of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2432(d)(1)) on the 
day before the effective date of the accession 
of the People’s Republic of China to the 
World Trade Organization shall, upon the en-
actment of this Act, be deemed not to have 
expired, and shall continue in effect until the 
date that is 90 days after the date of such en-
actment. 

(b) EXPANSION OF BASES OF INELIGIBILITY OF 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA FOR NORMAL 
TRADE RELATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 402 of the Trade 
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2432) is amended— 

(A) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘FREEDOM OF EMIGRATION IN EAST-WEST TRADE’’ 
and inserting ‘‘EAST-WEST TRADE AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(f) ADDITIONAL BASES OF INELIGIBILITY OF 

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA FOR NORMAL 
TRADE RELATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Products of the People’s 
Republic of China shall not be eligible to re-
ceive nondiscriminatory treatment (normal 
trade relations), the People’s Republic of 
China shall not participate in any program 
of the Government of the United States 
which extends credits or credit guarantees or 
investment guarantees, directly or indi-
rectly, and the President shall not conclude 
any commercial agreement with the People’s 
Republic of China, during the period— 

‘‘(A) beginning with the date on which the 
President determines that the People’s Re-
public of China— 

‘‘(i) is in violation of paragraph (1), (2), or 
(3) of subsection (a); 

‘‘(ii) uses or provides for the use of slave 
labor; 

‘‘(iii) operates ‘vocational training and 
education centers’ or other concentration 
camps where people are held against their 
will; 

‘‘(iv) performs or otherwise orders forced 
abortion or sterilization procedures; 

‘‘(v) harvests the organs of prisoners with-
out their consent; 

‘‘(vi) hinders the free exercise of religion; 
‘‘(vii) intimidates or harasses nationals of 

the People’s Republic of China living outside 
the People’s Republic of China; or 

‘‘(viii) engages in systematic economic es-
pionage against the United States, including 
theft of the intellectual property of United 
States persons; and 

‘‘(B) ending on the date on which the Presi-
dent determines that the People’s Republic 
of China is no longer in violation of any of 
clauses (i) through (viii) of subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(2) REPORT REQUIRED.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—After the date of the en-

actment of this subsection, products of the 
People’s Republic of China may be eligible to 
receive nondiscriminatory treatment (nor-
mal trade relations), the People’s Republic 
of China may participate in any program of 
the Government of the United States which 
extends credits or credit guarantees or in-
vestment guarantees, and the President may 
conclude a commercial agreement with the 
People’s Republic of China, only after the 
President has submitted to Congress a report 
indicating that the People’s Republic of 
China is not in violation of any of clauses (i) 
through (viii) of paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(B) ELEMENTS.—The report required by 
subparagraph (A) shall include information 
as to the nature and implementation of laws 
and policies of the People’s Republic of 

China relating to the matters specified in 
clauses (i) through (viii) of paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(C) DEADLINES.—The report required by 
subparagraph (A) shall be submitted on or 
before each June 30 and December 31 of each 
year for as long as products of the People’s 
Republic of China receive nondiscriminatory 
treatment (normal trade relations), the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China participates in any 
program of the Government of the United 
States which extends credits or credit guar-
antees or investment guarantees, or a com-
mercial agreement with the People’s Repub-
lic of China is in effect. 

‘‘(3) WAIVER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-

ized to waive by Executive order the applica-
tion of paragraphs (1) and (2) for a 12-month 
period if the President submits to Congress a 
report that the President— 

‘‘(i) has determined that such waiver will 
substantially promote the objectives of this 
subsection; and 

‘‘(ii) has received assurances that the prac-
tices of the People’s Republic of China relat-
ing to the matters specified in clauses (i) 
through (viii) of paragraph (1)(A) will in the 
future lead substantially to the achievement 
of the objectives of this subsection. 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION OF WAIVER.—A waiver 
under subparagraph (A) shall terminate on 
the earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the day after the waiver authority 
granted by this paragraph ceases to be effec-
tive under paragraph (4); or 

‘‘(ii) the effective date of an Executive 
order providing for termination of the waiv-
er. 

‘‘(4) EXTENSION OF WAIVER AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(A) RECOMMENDATIONS.—If the President 

determines that the further extension of the 
waiver authority granted under paragraph 
(3) will substantially promote the objectives 
of this subsection, the President may rec-
ommend further extensions of such author-
ity for successive 12-month periods. Any 
such recommendations shall— 

‘‘(i) be made not later than 30 days before 
the expiration of such authority; 

‘‘(ii) be made in a document submitted to 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
setting forth the reasons of the President for 
recommending the extension of such author-
ity; and 

‘‘(iii) include— 
‘‘(I) a determination that continuation of 

the waiver will substantially promote the 
objectives of this subsection; and 

‘‘(II) a statement setting forth the reasons 
of the President for such determination. 

‘‘(B) CONTINUATION IN EFFECT OF WAIVER.— 
If the President recommends under subpara-
graph (A) the further extension of the waiver 
authority granted under paragraph (3), such 
authority shall continue in effect until the 
end of the 12-month period following the end 
of the previous 12-month extension, unless— 

‘‘(i) Congress adopts and transmits to the 
President a joint resolution of disapproval 
under paragraph (5) before the end of the 60- 
day period beginning on the date the waiver 
authority would expire but for an extension 
under subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(ii) if the President vetoes the joint reso-
lution, each House of Congress votes to over-
ride the veto on or before the later of— 

‘‘(I) the last day of the 60-day period re-
ferred to in clause (i); or 

‘‘(II) the last day of the 15-day period (ex-
cluding any day described in section 154(b)) 
beginning on the date on which Congress re-
ceives the veto message from the President. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION OF WAIVER PURSUANT TO 
JOINT RESOLUTION OF DISAPPROVAL.—If a joint 
resolution of disapproval is enacted into law 
pursuant to paragraph (5), the waiver author-
ity granted under paragraph (3) shall cease 
to be effective as of the day after the 60-day 

period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of the joint resolution. 

‘‘(5) JOINT RESOLUTION OF DISAPPROVAL.— 
‘‘(A) JOINT RESOLUTION OF DISAPPROVAL DE-

FINED.—In this paragraph, the term ‘joint 
resolution of disapproval’ means a joint reso-
lution the matter after the resolving clause 
of which is as follows: ‘That Congress does 
not approve the extension of the authority 
contained in paragraph (3) of section 402(f) of 
the Trade Act of 1974 with respect to the 
People’s Republic of China recommended by 
the President to Congress under paragraph 
(4) of that section on lll.’, with the blank 
space being filled with the appropriate date. 

‘‘(B) PROCEDURES IN HOUSE AND SENATE.— 
The provisions of subsections (b) through (f) 
of section 152 shall apply with respect to a 
joint resolution of approval to the same ex-
tent and in the same manner as such provi-
sions apply with respect to a resolution de-
scribed in subsection (a) of that section, ex-
cept that subsection (e)(2) of that section 
shall be applied and administered by sub-
stituting ‘Consideration’ for ‘Debate’. 

‘‘(C) RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND SENATE.—This paragraph is en-
acted by Congress— 

‘‘(i) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, respectively, and as such is deemed a 
part of the rules of each House, respectively, 
and supersedes other rules only to the extent 
that it is inconsistent with such other rules; 
and 

‘‘(ii) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change the 
rules (so far as relating to the procedure of 
that House) at any time, in the same manner 
and to the same extent as in the case of any 
other rule of that House.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents for the Trade Act of 1974 is amended 
by striking the item relating to section 402 
and inserting the following: 
‘‘Sec. 402. East-West trade and human 

rights.’’. 

SA 3055. Mr. COTTON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. LOSS OF PENSIONS ACCRUED FOR 

ABUSING THE PUBLIC TRUST. 
(a) CSRS.—Section 8332(o) of title 5, United 

States Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (1), in the first sentence— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘as an employee or Mem-

ber (irrespective of when rendered) who is’’ 
after ‘‘service of an individual’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘, except’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘rendered)’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)(A)— 
(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘an em-

ployee,’’ before ‘‘a Member,’’; 
(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘an em-

ployee,’’ before ‘‘a Member,’’; and 
(C) in clause (iii)— 
(i) in subclause (I)(bb), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 

the end; 
(ii) in subclause (II)(bb), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) in the case of service as an employee, 

is committed after the date of enactment of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2025.’’; and 
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(3) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘or an 

employee’’ after ‘‘serving as a Member’’. 
(b) FERS.—Section 8411(l) of title 5, United 

States Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (1), in the first sentence— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘as an employee or Mem-

ber (irrespective of when rendered) who is’’ 
after ‘‘service of an individual’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘, except’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘rendered)’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘an 

employee,’’ before ‘‘a Member,’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘an 

employee,’’ before ‘‘a Member,’’; and 
(C) in subparagraph (C)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘offense is committed’’ and 

inserting the following: ‘‘offense— 
‘‘(i) is committed’’; 
(ii) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) in the case of service as an employee, 

is committed after the date of enactment of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2025.’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘or an 
employee’’ after ‘‘serving as a Member’’. 

SA 3056. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for him-
self and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. COORDINATOR FOR COMBATING FOR-

EIGN KLEPTOCRACY AND CORRUP-
TION. 

Section 101 of the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3021) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) assess the national security implica-

tions of foreign corruption and kleptocracy 
(including strategic corruption) and coordi-
nate, without assuming operational author-
ity, the United States Government efforts to 
counter foreign corruption and 
kleptocracy.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(h) COORDINATOR FOR COMBATING FOREIGN 
KLEPTOCRACY AND CORRUPTION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall des-
ignate an officer of the National Security 
Council to be responsible for— 

‘‘(A) the assessment of the national secu-
rity implications of foreign corruption and 
kleptocracy (including strategic corruption); 
and 

‘‘(B) the coordination of the interagency 
process to counter foreign corruption and 
kleptocracy. 

‘‘(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—In addition to the 
coordination and assessment described in 
paragraph (1), the officer designated pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) shall be responsible for 
the following: 

‘‘(A) Coordinating and deconflicting anti- 
corruption and counter-kleptocracy initia-
tives across the Federal Government, includ-
ing those at the Department of State, the 

Department of the Treasury, the Department 
of Justice, and the United States Agency for 
International Development. 

‘‘(B) Informing deliberations of the Council 
by highlighting the wide-ranging and desta-
bilizing effects of corruption on a variety of 
issues, including drug trafficking, arms traf-
ficking, sanctions evasion, cybercrime, vot-
ing rights and global democracy initiatives, 
and other matters of national security con-
cern to the Council. 

‘‘(C) Updating, as appropriate, and coordi-
nating the implementation of the United 
States strategy on countering corruption. 

‘‘(3) COORDINATION WITH COORDINATOR FOR 
COMBATING MALIGN FOREIGN INFLUENCE OPER-
ATIONS AND CAMPAIGNS.—The officer des-
ignated under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section shall coordinate with the employee 
designated under subsection (g)(1). 

‘‘(4) LIAISON.—The officer designated under 
paragraph (1) shall serve as a liaison, for pur-
poses of coordination described in such para-
graph and paragraph (2)(A), with the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) The Department of State. 
‘‘(B) The Department of the Treasury. 
‘‘(C) The Department of Justice. 
‘‘(D) The intelligence community. 
‘‘(E) The United States Agency for Inter-

national Development. 
‘‘(F) Any other Federal agency that the 

President considers appropriate. 
‘‘(G) Good government transparency 

groups in civil society. 
‘‘(5) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 

once each year, the officer designated pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), or the officer’s des-
ignee, shall provide to the congressional 
committees specified in subparagraph (B) a 
briefing on the responsibilities and activities 
of the officer designated under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(B) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The congres-
sional committees specified in this subpara-
graph are the following: 

‘‘(i) The Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Select Committee on Intelligence, the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs, the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
the Caucus on International Narcotics Con-
trol of the Senate. 

‘‘(ii) The Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives.’’. 

SA 3057. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 
Subtitle G—International Freedom 

Protection 
SEC. 1291. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Freedom Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 1292. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) RELEVANT FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The 
term ‘‘relevant Federal agencies’’ means— 

(A) the Department of State; and 
(B) the United States Agency for Inter-

national Development. 
(3) TRANSNATIONAL REPRESSION.—The term 

‘‘transnational repression’’— 
(A) means actions of a foreign government, 

or agents of a foreign government, involving 
the transgression of national borders 
through physical, digital, or analog means to 
intimidate, silence, coerce, harass, or harm 
members of diaspora populations, political 
opponents, civil society activists, journal-
ists, or members of ethnic or religious mi-
nority groups to prevent their exercise of 
internationally recognized human rights; 
and 

(B) may include— 
(i) extrajudicial killings; 
(ii) physical assaults and intimidation; 
(iii) arbitrary detentions; 
(iv) renditions; 
(v) deportations; 
(vi) unexplained or enforced disappear-

ances; 
(vii) physical or online surveillance or 

stalking; 
(viii) unwarranted passport cancellation or 

control over other identification documents; 
(ix) abuse of international law enforcement 

systems; 
(x) unlawful asset freezes; 
(xi) digital threats, such as cyberattacks, 

targeted surveillance and spyware, online 
harassment, and intimidation; and 

(xii) coercion by proxy, such as harassment 
of, or threats or harm to, family and associ-
ates of private individuals who remain in 
their country of origin. 
SEC. 1293. COMBATING TRANSNATIONAL REPRES-

SION ABROAD. 

(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY ON 
TRANSNATIONAL REPRESSION.—It is the policy 
of the United States— 

(1) to identify and address transnational 
repression, including by protecting targeted 
individuals and groups, as a direct threat to 
the United States national interests of up-
holding and promoting democratic values 
and internationally recognized human 
rights; 

(2) to address transnational repression, in-
cluding by protecting targeted individuals 
and groups; 

(3) to strengthen the capacity of United 
States embassy and mission staff to counter 
transnational repression, including by— 

(A) monitoring and documenting instances 
of transnational repression; 

(B) conducting regular outreach with at- 
risk or affected populations to provide infor-
mation regarding available resources with-
out putting such people at further risk; and 

(C) working with local and national law en-
forcement, as appropriate, to support vic-
tims of transnational repression; 

(4) to develop policy and programmatic re-
sponses based on input from— 

(A) vulnerable populations who are at risk 
of, or are experiencing, transnational repres-
sion; 

(B) nongovernmental organizations work-
ing to address transnational repression; and 

(C) the private sector; 
(5) to provide training to relevant Federal 

personnel— 
(A) to enhance their understanding of 

transnational repression; and 
(B) to identify and combat threats of 

transnational repression; 
(6) to strengthen documentation and moni-

toring by the United States Government of 
transnational repression by foreign govern-
ments in the United States, in foreign coun-
tries, and within international organiza-
tions; and 
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(7) to seek to hold perpetrators of 

transnational repression accountable. 

(b) REPORT ON TRANSNATIONAL REPRES-
SION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and every 2 years thereafter for the following 
10 years, the Secretary of State and the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agency for 
International Development shall submit a 
classified report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that assesses the efforts 
of the United States Government to imple-
ment the policy objectives described in sub-
section (a). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a detailed description and assessment 
of United States Government efforts to mon-
itor, prevent, and respond to transnational 
repression abroad; 

(B) a detailed accounting of the most com-
mon tactics of transnational repression; 

(C) instances of transnational repression 
occurring within international organiza-
tions; 

(D) a description of— 
(i) efforts by personnel at United States 

embassies and missions to support victims of 
or those at risk of transnational repression; 
and 

(ii) resources provided to United States 
embassies and missions to support such ef-
forts; and 

(E) a strategy to strengthen interagency 
efforts and coordination to combat 
transnational repression, which shall in-
clude— 

(i) a plan, developed in consultation with 
partner governments, civil society, the busi-
ness community, and other entities, to pro-
mote respect for rule of law and human 
rights in surveillance technology use, which 
shall include— 

(I) protecting personal digital data from 
being used for the purposes of transnational 
repression; 

(II) establishing safeguards to prevent the 
misuse of surveillance technology, including 
elements such as appropriate legal protec-
tions, a prohibition on discrimination, over-
sight and accountability mechanisms, trans-
parency on the applicable legal framework, 
limiting biometric tools for surveillance to 
what is lawful and appropriate, testing and 
evaluation, and training; and 

(III) working to ensure, as applicable, that 
such technologies are designed, developed, 
and deployed with safeguards to protect 
human rights (including privacy), consistent 
with the United Nations Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights; 

(ii) public diplomacy efforts and plans for, 
including the use of the voice, vote, and in-
fluence of the United States at international 
organizations, to promote awareness of and 
oppose acts of transnational repression; 

(iii) a plan to develop or enhance global 
coalitions to monitor cases of transnational 
repression at international organizations 
and to strengthen alert mechanisms for key 
stakeholders worldwide; 

(iv) a description, as appropriate, of how 
the United States Government has pre-
viously provided, and will continue to pro-
vide, support to civil society organizations 
in foreign countries in which transnational 
repression occurs— 

(I) to improve the documentation, inves-
tigation, and research of cases, trends, and 
tactics of transnational repression; and 

(II) to promote accountability and trans-
parency in government actions impacting 
victims of transnational repression; and 

(v) a description of new or existing emer-
gency assistance mechanisms, to aid at-risk 
groups, communities, and individuals in 

countries abroad in which transnational re-
pression occurs. 

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
under paragraph (1) shall be submitted in 
classified form, but may include an unclassi-
fied annex. 

(c) TRAINING OF UNITED STATES PER-
SONNEL.—The Secretary of State and the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agency for 
International Development shall develop and 
provide training to relevant personnel, in-
cluding appropriate Foreign Service nation-
als, of the Department of State and the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, whether serving in the United 
States or overseas, to advance the purposes 
of this Act, including training on the identi-
fication of— 

(1) physical and nonphysical threats of 
transnational repression; 

(2) foreign governments that are most fre-
quently involved in transnational repression; 

(3) foreign governments that are known to 
frequently cooperate with other govern-
ments in committing transnational repres-
sion; 

(4) digital surveillance and cyber tools 
commonly used in transnational repression; 

(5) safe outreach methods for vulnerable 
populations at risk of transnational repres-
sion; and 

(6) tools to respond to transnational re-
pression threats, including relevant authori-
ties which may be invoked. 

(d) TRAINING OF FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS 
AND PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES.—Section 
708(a)(1) of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 
U.S.C. 4028(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(E) for Foreign Service Officers and Presi-

dential appointees, including chiefs of mis-
sion and USAID Mission Directors, in mis-
sions abroad who work on political, eco-
nomic, public diplomacy, security, or devel-
opment issues, a dedicated module of in-
struction on transnational repression (as 
such term is defined in section 1292(3) of the 
International Freedom Protection Act), in-
cluding— 

‘‘(i) how to recognize threats of 
transnational repression; 

‘‘(ii) an overview of relevant laws that can 
be invoked to combat such threats; and 

‘‘(iii) how to support individuals experi-
encing transnational repression.’’. 
SEC. 1294. STRENGTHENING TOOLS TO COMBAT 

AUTHORITARIANISM. 
(a) TRANSNATIONAL REPRESSION.—The 

President should consider the use of 
transnational repression by a foreign person 
in determining whether to take appropriate 
action with respect to such foreign person 
under— 

(1) the Global Magnitsky Human Rights 
Accountability Act (22 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.); 
or 

(2) any other relevant statutory provision. 
(b) REPORT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and not less frequently than annually there-
after until 5 years after such date of enact-
ment, the Secretary of State shall submit a 
report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that, except as provided in para-
graph (2), identifies each foreign person 
about whom the President has taken action 
in regards to paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (a) based on the consideration of the 
use of transnational repression. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) may not identify individuals if 
such identification would interfere with law 
enforcement efforts. 

(3) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(c) ANTI-KLEPTOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
INELIGIBILITY.— 

(1) INELIGIBILITY.— 
(A) SIGNIFICANT CORRUPTION OR HUMAN 

RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.—Except as provided in 
paragraphs (2) and (3), a foreign government 
official shall be ineligible for entry into the 
United States if the Secretary of State de-
termines that such official was directly or 
indirectly involved in— 

(i) significant corruption, including cor-
ruption related to the extraction of natural 
resources; or 

(ii) a gross violation of internationally rec-
ognized human rights (as defined in section 
502B(d)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304(d)(1))), including the 
wrongful detention of— 

(I) locally employed staff of a United 
States diplomatic mission; or 

(II) a United States citizen or national. 
(B) IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS.—The im-

mediate family members of an official de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall be subject 
to the same restriction on entry into the 
United States as such official. 

(C) DESIGNATION OR DETERMINATION.—The 
Secretary of State shall publicly or privately 
designate or make the determination that 
the foreign government officials or party 
members about whom the Secretary has 
made such designation or determination re-
garding significant corruption or gross viola-
tions of internationally recognized human 
rights, and their immediate family members, 
without regard to whether any such indi-
vidual has applied for a visa. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Individuals are not ineli-

gible for entry into the United States pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) if such entry— 

(i) would further important United States 
law enforcement objectives; or 

(ii) is necessary to permit the United 
States to fulfill its obligations under the 
Agreement regarding the Headquarters of 
the United Nations, signed at Lake Success 
June 26, 1947, and entered into force Novem-
ber 21, 1947, between the United Nations and 
the United States or under other inter-
national obligations of the United States. 

(B) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in para-
graph (1) may be construed to derogate from 
United States Government obligations under 
applicable international agreements or obli-
gations. 

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the application of paragraph (1) with 
respect to any individual if the Secretary de-
termines that— 

(A) such waiver would serve a compelling 
national interest of the United States; or 

(B) the circumstances that caused such in-
dividual to be ineligible for entry into the 
United States have sufficiently changed. 

(4) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and every 180 days thereafter until 5 years 
after such date of enactment, the Secretary 
of State shall submit a report, including a 
classified annex if necessary, to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. Each such report 
shall include— 

(i) all relevant information relating to cor-
ruption or gross violations of internationally 
recognized human rights that was a factor in 
identifying, during the most recent 12-month 
period— 

(I) individuals who are ineligible for entry 
into the United States under paragraph 
(1)(A); and 
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(II) individuals about whom the Secretary 

has made a designation or determination 
pursuant to paragraph (1)(D); and 

(III) individuals who would be ineligible for 
entry into the United States under para-
graph (1)(A), but were excluded from such re-
striction pursuant to paragraph (2); 

(ii) a list of any waivers granted by the 
Secretary pursuant to paragraph (3); and 

(iii) a description of the justification for 
each such waiver. 

(B) POSTING OF REPORT.—The unclassified 
portion of each report required under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be posted on a publicly 
accessible website of the Department of 
State. 

(5) CLARIFICATION.—For purposes of para-
graphs (1) and (4), the records of the Depart-
ment of State and of diplomatic and consular 
offices of the United States pertaining to the 
issuance or refusal of visas or permits to 
enter the United States shall not be consid-
ered confidential. 

(d) RESTRICTION ON ASSISTANCE IN THE 
WAKE OF A COUP D’ÉTAT.—Chapter 1 of part 
III of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 
U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 620N. LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE IN THE 

WAKE OF A COUP D’ÉTAT. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided 

under subsections (b) and (d), no assistance 
may be provided under this Act or under the 
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751) to 
the central government of any country in 
which the head of government, as recognized 
by the United States, was deposed by a mili-
tary coup d’état or decree or a coup d’état or 
decree in which the military played a deci-
sive role. 

‘‘(b) EXEMPTION FOR NATIONAL SECURITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 

after consultation with the heads of relevant 
Federal agencies, may exempt assistance 
from the restriction described in subsection 
(a), on a program by program basis for an an-
nual renewable period, if the Secretary de-
termines that the continuation of such as-
sistance is in the national security interest 
of the United States. 

‘‘(2) JUSTIFICATION.—The Secretary of 
State shall provide a justification to the ap-
propriate congressional committees for each 
exemption granted pursuant to paragraph (1) 
not later than 5 days after making such de-
termination. 

‘‘(3) UPDATES.—The Secretary of State 
shall provide periodic updates, not less fre-
quently than every 90 days, regarding the 
status of any assistance subject to the ex-
emption granted pursuant to paragraph (1). 

‘‘(c) RESUMPTION OF ASSISTANCE.—Assist-
ance to a foreign government that is subject 
to the restriction described in subsection (a) 
may be resumed if the Secretary of State 
certifies and reports to the appropriate con-
gressional committees, not fewer than 30 
days before the resumption of such assist-
ance, that a democratically-elected govern-
ment has taken office subsequent to the ter-
mination of assistance pursuant to sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(d) EXCEPTION FOR DEMOCRACY AND HU-
MANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—The restriction 
under subsection (a) shall not apply to any 
assistance used— 

‘‘(1) to promote democratic elections or 
public participation in the democratic proc-
esses; 

‘‘(2) to support a democratic transition; or 
‘‘(3) for humanitarian purposes. 
‘‘(e) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the 

term ‘appropriate congressional committees’ 
means— 

‘‘(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
of the Senate; 

‘‘(2) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

‘‘(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(4) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives.’’. 
SEC. 1295. AMENDMENT TO REWARDS FOR JUS-

TICE PROGRAM. 
Section 36(b) of the State Department 

Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2708(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(15) the restraining, seizing, forfeiting, or 

repatriating of stolen assets linked to for-
eign government corruption and the proceeds 
of such corruption.’’. 
SEC. 1296. INVESTING IN DEMOCRACY RESEARCH 

AND DEVELOPMENT. 
The Secretary of State, in coordination 

with the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, 
should establish, within the Bureau of De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor, a pro-
gram for democracy research and develop-
ment that— 

(1) supports research and development by 
the Department of State, the United States 
Agency for International Development, and 
the National Endowment for Democracy on 
policies and programs relating to democracy 
efforts; 

(2) drives innovation within such agencies 
regarding the response to complex, multi-
dimensional challenges to democracy; 

(3) identifies lessons learned and best prac-
tices for democracy programs and diplomatic 
approaches to create feedback loops and 
shape future evidence-based programming 
and diplomacy; 

(4) encourages private sector actors to es-
tablish and implement business practices 
that will— 

(A) strengthen democratic institutions; 
and 

(B) bolster democratic processes; and 
(5) strengthens the resilience of democratic 

actors and institutions. 
SEC. 1297. ADDRESSING AUTHORITARIANS IN 

THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM. 
It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-

retary of State and the United States Per-
manent Representative to the United Na-
tions should use the voice, vote, and influ-
ence of the United States at the United Na-
tions and with other multilateral bodies— 

(1)(A) to promote the full participation of 
civil society actors within the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council and other mul-
tilateral bodies; 

(B) to closely monitor instances of repris-
als against such actors; and 

(C) to support accountability measures, 
censure of member states, and other diplo-
matic measures to hold responsible any per-
son who engages in reprisals against human 
rights defenders and civil society within 
such multilateral bodies; 

(2) to reform the process for suspending the 
rights of membership in the United Nations 
Human Rights Council for member states 
that commit gross and systemic violations of 
internationally recognized human rights, in-
cluding— 

(A) ensuring information detailing the 
member state’s human rights record is pub-
licly available before a vote for membership 
or a vote on suspending the rights of mem-
bership of such member state; and 

(B) making publicly available the vote of 
each member state on the suspension of 
rights of membership from the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council; 

(3) to reform the rules for electing mem-
bers to the United Nations Human Rights 
Council to seek to ensure that member 

states that have committed gross and sys-
temic violations of internationally recog-
nized human rights are not elected to the 
Human Rights Council; and 

(4) to oppose the election to the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council of any member 
state— 

(A) that engages in a consistent pattern of 
gross violations of internationally recog-
nized human rights, as determined pursuant 
to section 116 or 502B of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n and 2304); 

(B) the government of which has repeat-
edly provided support for acts of inter-
national terrorism, as determined pursuant 
to section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371); 

(C) that is designated as a Tier 3 country 
under section 110(b)(1)(C) of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7107(b)(1)(C)); 

(D) that is included on the list published 
by the Secretary of State pursuant to sec-
tion 404(b)(1) of the Child Soldiers Preven-
tion Act of 2008 (22 U.S.C. 2370c–1(b)(1)) as a 
government that recruits and uses child sol-
diers; or 

(E) the government of which the United 
States determines to have committed geno-
cide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, 
or ethnic cleansing. 
SEC. 1298. CONFRONTING DIGITAL 

AUTHORITARIANISM. 
(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy 

of the United States— 
(1) to combat digital authoritarianism, in-

cluding the use of digital technologies, 
that— 

(A) restricts the exercise of civil and polit-
ical rights (as defined in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, done 
at New York December 16, 1966); 

(B) weakens democratic processes and in-
stitutions, including elections; or 

(C) surveils, censors, or represses human 
rights defenders, democracy activists, civil 
society actors, independent media, or polit-
ical opponents; 

(2) to promote internet freedom; and 
(3) to support efforts to counter govern-

ment censorship and surveillance, including 
efforts— 

(A) to bypass internet shutdowns and other 
forms of censorship, including blocks on 
services through circumvention tech-
nologies; and 

(B) to provide digital security support and 
training for democracy activists, journalists, 
and other at-risk groups. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State and the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development shall submit a report to the ap-
propriate congressional committees that de-
scribes the efforts to implement the policy 
objectives described in subsection (a). 
SEC. 1299. PROTECTING POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives that in-
cludes, with respect to unjustly detained po-
litical prisoners worldwide— 

(1) a description of existing Department of 
State processes and efforts to carry out the 
political prisoner-related activities described 
in subsection (b); 

(2) an assessment of any resource gaps or 
institutional deficiencies that adversely im-
pact the Department of State’s ability to en-
gage in the activities described in subsection 
(b) in order to respond to increasing numbers 
of unjustly detained political prisoners; and 

(3) a strategy for enhancing the efforts of 
the Department of State and other Federal 
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agencies to carry out the political prisoner- 
related activities described in subsection (b). 

(b) POLITICAL PRISONER-RELATED ACTIVI-
TIES.—The report required under subsection 
(a) shall include a description of the Depart-
ment of State’s efforts— 

(1) to monitor regional and global trends 
concerning unjustly detained political pris-
oners and maintain information regarding 
individual cases; 

(2) to consistently raise concerns regarding 
unjustly detained political prisoners, includ-
ing specific individuals, through public and 
private engagement with foreign govern-
ments, public reporting, and multilateral en-
gagement; 

(3) to routinely— 
(A) attend the trials of political prisoners; 
(B) conduct wellness visits of political pris-

oners, to the extent practicable and pending 
approval from political prisoners or their 
legal counsel; 

(C) visit political prisoners incarcerated 
under home arrest, subject to a travel ban, 
or confined in detention; and 

(D) report on the well-being of such polit-
ical prisoners; 

(4) to regularly request information and 
specific actions related to individual pris-
oners’ medical conditions, treatment, access 
to legal counsel, location, and family visits; 

(5) to identify cases in which an imminent 
arrest, a potential re-arrest, or physical vio-
lence poses a risk to an at-risk individual; 

(6) to utilize embassy resources to provide 
shelter or facilitate the safe evacuation of 
willing individuals and their families, when-
ever feasible; and 

(7) to use accountability mechanisms to 
encourage the release of unjustly detained 
political prisoners. 

SA 3058. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 
Subtitle G—International Trafficking Victims 

Protection Reauthorization Act of 2024 
SEC. 1291. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2024’’. 

PART I—COMBATING HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING ABROAD 

SEC. 1292. EXPANDING PREVENTION EFFORTS AT 
THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to strengthen 
prevention efforts by the United States 
abroad, the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Ad-
ministrator’’) shall, to the extent practicable 
and appropriate— 

(1) encourage the integration of activities 
to counter trafficking in persons (referred to 
in this section as ‘‘C-TIP’’) into broader as-
sistance programming; 

(2) determine a reasonable definition for 
the term ‘‘C-TIP Integrated Development 
Programs,’’ which shall include any pro-
gramming to address health, food security, 
economic development, education, democ-
racy and governance, and humanitarian as-
sistance that includes a sufficient C-TIP ele-
ment; and 

(3) ensure that each mission of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-

ment (referred to in this section as 
‘‘USAID’’)— 

(A) integrates a C-TIP component into de-
velopment programs, project design, and 
methods for program monitoring and evalua-
tion, as necessary and appropriate, when ad-
dressing issues, including— 

(i) health; 
(ii) food security; 
(iii) economic development; 
(iv) education; 
(v) democracy and governance; and 
(vi) humanitarian assistance; 
(B) continuously adapts, strengthens, and 

implements training and tools related to the 
integration of a C-TIP perspective into the 
work of development actors; and 

(C) encourages USAID Country Develop-
ment Cooperation Strategies to include C- 
TIP components in project design, imple-
mentation, monitoring, and evaluation, as 
necessary and appropriate. 

(b) REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of an Act making 
appropriations for the Department of State, 
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 
through fiscal year 2027, the Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on obliga-
tions and expenditures of all funds managed 
by the Department of State and USAID in 
the prior fiscal year to combat human traf-
ficking and forced labor, including inte-
grated C-TIP activities. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a description of funding aggregated by 
program, project, and activity; and 

(B) a description of the management struc-
ture at the Department of State and USAID 
used to manage such programs. 

(3) BIENNIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 6 
months of after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and every 2 years thereafter 
through fiscal year 2027, the Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall brief the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate and the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives on the implementation of subsection 
(a). 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 1293. COUNTER-TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 

EFFORTS IN DEVELOPMENT CO-
OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE POL-
ICY. 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 102(b)(4)(22 U.S.C. 2151– 
1(b)(4))— 

(A) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(B) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(H) effective counter-trafficking in per-

sons policies and programs.’’; and 
(2) in section 492(d)(1)(22 U.S.C. 

2292a(d)(1))— 
(A) by striking ‘‘that the funds’’ and in-

serting the following: ‘‘that— 
‘‘(A) the funds’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (A), as added by sub-

paragraph (A) of this paragraph, by striking 
the period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(B) in carrying out the provisions of this 
chapter, the President shall, to the greatest 
extent possible— 

‘‘(i) ensure that assistance made available 
under this section does not create or con-
tribute to conditions that can be reasonably 
expected to result in an increase in traf-
ficking in persons who are in conditions of 
heightened vulnerability as a result of nat-
ural and manmade disasters; and 

‘‘(ii) integrate appropriate protections into 
the planning and execution of activities au-
thorized under this chapter.’’. 
SEC. 1294. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO TIER 

RANKINGS. 
(a) MODIFICATIONS TO TIER 2 WATCH LIST.— 

Section 110(b)(2) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(2)), is 
amended— 

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking 
‘‘SPECIAL’’ and inserting ‘‘TIER 2’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘of the following coun-

tries’’ and all that follows through ‘‘annual 
report, where—’’and inserting ‘‘of countries 
that have been listed pursuant to paragraph 
(1)(B) pursuant to the current annual report, 
in which—’’; and 

(B) by redesignating subclauses (I) and (II) 
as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and mov-
ing such clauses (as so redesignated) 2 ems to 
the left. 

(b) MODIFICATION TO SPECIAL RULE FOR 
DOWNGRADED AND REINSTATED COUNTRIES.— 
Section 110(b)(2)(F) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
7107(b)(2)(F)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 
striking ‘‘special watch list described in sub-
paragraph (A)(iii) for more than 1 consecu-
tive year after the country’’ and inserting 
‘‘Tier 2 watch list described in subparagraph 
(A) for more than one year immediately 
after the country consecutively’’; 

(2) in clause (i), in the matter preceding 
subclause (I), by striking ‘‘special watch list 
described in subparagraph (A)(iii)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Tier 2 watch list described in sub-
paragraph (A)’’; and 

(3) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘in the year 
following such waiver under subparagraph 
(D)(ii)’’ after ‘‘paragraph (1)(C)’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT OF 

2000.—Section 110(b) of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7107(b)), as amended by subsections (a) and 
(b), is further amended— 

(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘spe-

cial watch list’’ and inserting ‘‘Tier 2 watch 
list’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-

ing ‘‘SPECIAL WATCH LIST’’ and inserting 
‘‘TIER 2 WATCH LIST’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘special watch list’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Tier 2 watch list’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (D)— 
(I) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-

ing ‘‘SPECIAL WATCH LIST’’ and inserting 
‘‘TIER 2 WATCH LIST’’; and 

(II) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘special watch 
list’’ and inserting ‘‘Tier 2 watch list’’; 

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘clauses (i), 
(ii), and (iii) of’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-

ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘each country 
described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘each country described in paragraph 
(2)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (D)(ii), by striking 
‘‘the Special Watch List’’ and inserting ‘‘the 
Tier 2 watch list’’. 

(2) FREDERICK DOUGLASS TRAFFICKING VIC-
TIMS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2018.—Section 204(b)(1) of the 
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Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Pre-
vention and Protection Reauthorization Act 
of 2018 (Public Law 115–425) is amended by 
striking ‘‘special watch list’’ and inserting 
‘‘Tier 2 watch list’’. 
SEC. 1295. MODIFICATIONS TO THE PROGRAM TO 

END MODERN SLAVERY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1298 of the Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘Not 
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment 
of the International Trafficking Victims 
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2024’’; 

(2) in subsection (g)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘APPROPRIATIONS’’ in the 

heading and all that follows through ‘‘There 
is authorized’’ and inserting ‘‘APPROPRIA-
TIONS .—There is authorized’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and 
(3) in subsection (h)(1), by striking ‘‘Not 

later than September 30, 2018, and September 
30, 2020’’ and inserting ‘‘Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and September 30, 2028’’. 

(b) AWARD OF FUNDS.—All grants issued 
under the Program to End Modern Slavery of 
the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons shall be— 

(1) awarded on a competitive basis; and 
(2) subject to the regular congressional no-

tification procedures applicable with respect 
to grants made available under section 
1298(b) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114(b)). 
SEC. 1296. CLARIFICATION OF NONHUMANI-

TARIAN, NONTRADE-RELATED FOR-
EIGN ASSISTANCE. 

(a) CLARIFICATION OF SCOPE OF WITHHELD 
ASSISTANCE.—Section 110(d)(1) of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7107(d)(1)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(1) WITHHOLDING OF ASSISTANCE.—The 
President has determined that— 

‘‘(A) the United States will not provide 
nonhumanitarian, nontrade-related foreign 
assistance to the central government of the 
country or funding to facilitate the partici-
pation by officials or employees of such cen-
tral government in educational and cultural 
exchange programs, for the subsequent fiscal 
year until such government complies with 
the minimum standards or makes significant 
efforts to bring itself into compliance; and 

‘‘(B) the President will instruct the United 
States Executive Director of each multilat-
eral development bank and of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to vote against, and 
to use the Executive Director’s best efforts 
to deny, any loan or other utilization of the 
funds of the respective institution to that 
country (other than for humanitarian assist-
ance, for trade-related assistance, or for de-
velopment assistance that directly addresses 
basic human needs, is not administered by 
the central government of the sanctioned 
country, and is not provided for the benefit 
of that government) for the subsequent fiscal 
year until such government complies with 
the minimum standards or makes significant 
efforts to bring itself into compliance.’’. 

(b) DEFINITION OF NON-HUMANITARIAN, 
NONTRADE RELATED ASSISTANCE.—Section 
103(10) of the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102(10)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(10) NONHUMANITARIAN, NONTRADE-RE-
LATED FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘nonhumani-
tarian, nontrade-related foreign assistance’ 
means— 

‘‘(i) United States foreign assistance, other 
than— 

‘‘(I) with respect to the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961— 

‘‘(aa) assistance for international narcotics 
and law enforcement under chapter 8 of part 
I of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2291 et seq.); 

‘‘(bb) assistance for International Disaster 
Assistance under subsections (b) and (c) of 
section 491 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2292); 

‘‘(cc) antiterrorism assistance under chap-
ter 8 of part II of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2349aa 
et seq.); and 

‘‘(dd) health programs under chapters 1 and 
10 of part I and chapter 4 of part II of such 
Act (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.); 

‘‘(II) assistance under the Food for Peace 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1691 et seq.); 

‘‘(III) assistance under sections 2(a), (b), 
and (c) of the Migration and Refugee Assist-
ance Act of 1962 (22 U.S.C. 2601(a), (b), (c)) to 
meet refugee and migration needs; 

‘‘(IV) any form of United States foreign as-
sistance provided through nongovernmental 
organizations, international organizations, 
or private sector partners— 

‘‘(aa) to combat human and wildlife traf-
ficking; 

‘‘(bb) to promote food security; 
‘‘(cc) to respond to emergencies; 
‘‘(dd) to provide humanitarian assistance; 
‘‘(ee) to address basic human needs, includ-

ing for education; 
‘‘(ff) to advance global health security; or 
‘‘(gg) to promote trade; and 
‘‘(V) any other form of United States for-

eign assistance that the President deter-
mines, by not later than October 1 of each 
fiscal year, is necessary to advance the secu-
rity, economic, humanitarian, or global 
health interests of the United States without 
compromising the steadfast U.S. commit-
ment to combatting human trafficking glob-
ally; or 

‘‘(ii) sales, or financing on any terms, 
under the Arms Export Control Act (22 
U.S.C. 2751 et seq.), other than sales or fi-
nancing provided for narcotics-related pur-
poses following notification in accordance 
with the prior notification procedures appli-
cable to reprogrammings pursuant to section 
634A of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 
U.S.C. 2394–1). 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘nonhumani-
tarian, nontrade-related foreign assistance’ 
shall not include payments to or the partici-
pation of government entities necessary or 
incidental to the implementation of a pro-
gram that is otherwise consistent with sec-
tion 110.’’. 
SEC. 1297. PREVENTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING BY 

FOREIGN MISSION OFFICIALS AND 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
PERSONNEL. 

Section 203(b) of the William Wilberforce 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1375c(b)) is amended 
by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(5) NATIONAL EXPANSION OF IN-PERSON REG-
ISTRATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the Domestic Worker In-Person 
Registration Program for employees with A– 
3 visas or G–5 visas employed by accredited 
foreign mission members or international or-
ganization employees and shall expand this 
program nationally, which shall include— 

‘‘(A) after the arrival of each such em-
ployee in the United States, and annually 
during the course of such employee’s em-
ployment, a description of the rights of such 
employee under applicable Federal and State 
law; and 

‘‘(B) provision of a copy of the pamphlet 
developed pursuant to section 202 to the em-
ployee with an A–3 visa or a G–5 visa; and 

‘‘(C) information on how to contact the Na-
tional Human Trafficking Hotline. 

‘‘(6) MONITORING AND TRAINING OF A–3 AND 
G–5 VISA EMPLOYERS ACCREDITED TO FOREIGN 
MISSIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—The Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) inform embassies, international orga-
nizations, and foreign missions of the rights 
of A–3 and G–5 domestic workers under the 
applicable labor laws of the United States, 
including the fair labor standards described 
in the pamphlet developed pursuant to sec-
tion 202. Information provided to foreign 
missions, embassies, and international orga-
nizations should include material on labor 
standards and labor rights of domestic work-
er employees who hold A–3 and G–5 visas; 

‘‘(B) inform embassies, international orga-
nizations, and foreign missions of the poten-
tial consequences to individuals holding a 
nonimmigrant visa issued pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A)(i), (A)(ii), (G)(i), (G)(ii), or 
(G)(iii) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)) 
who violate the laws described in subclause 
(I)(aa), including (at the discretion of the 
Secretary)— 

‘‘(i) the suspension of A–3 visas and G–5 
visas; 

‘‘(ii) request for waiver of immunity; 
‘‘(iii) criminal prosecution; 
‘‘(iv) civil damages; and 
‘‘(v) permanent revocation of or refusal to 

renew the visa of the accredited foreign mis-
sion or international organization employee; 
and 

‘‘(C) require all accredited foreign mission 
and international organization employers of 
individuals holding A–3 visas or G–5 visas to 
report the wages paid to such employees on 
an annual basis.’’. 
SEC. 1298. EFFECTIVE DATES. 

Sections 1294(b) and 1296 and the amend-
ments made by those sections take effect on 
the date that is the first day of the first full 
reporting period for the report required by 
section 110(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(1)) 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

PART II—AUTHORIZATION OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC. 1299. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS 
UNDER THE VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING AND VIOLENCE PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2000. 

Section 113 of the Victims of Trafficking 
and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7110) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘2018 
through 2021, $13,822,000’’ and inserting ‘‘2024 
through 2028, $17,000,000’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)(1)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘2018 through 2021, 
$65,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘2024 through 2028, 
$102,500,000, of which $22,000,000 shall be made 
available each fiscal year to the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the remainder of’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; 
and’’ at the end and inserting a semicolon; 

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(E) to fund programs to end modern slav-

ery, in an amount not to exceed $37,500,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2024 through 
2028.’’. 
SEC. 1299A. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS 

UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL 
MEGAN’S LAW. 

Section 11 of the International Megan’s 
Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and Other 
Sexual Crimes Through Advanced Notifica-
tion of Traveling Sex Offenders (34 U.S.C. 
21509) is amended by striking ‘‘2018 through 
2021’’ and inserting ‘‘2024 through 2028’’. 

PART III—BRIEFINGS 
SEC. 1299B. BRIEFING ON ANNUAL TRAFFICKING 

IN PERSON’S REPORT. 
Not later than 30 days after the public des-

ignation of country tier rankings and subse-
quent publishing of the Trafficking in Per-
sons Report, the Secretary of State shall 
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brief the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives on— 

(1) countries that were downgraded or up-
graded in the most recent Trafficking in Per-
sons Report; and 

(2) the efforts made by the United States 
to improve counter-trafficking efforts in 
those countries, including foreign govern-
ment efforts to better meet minimum stand-
ards to eliminate human trafficking. 
SEC. 1299C. BRIEFING ON USE AND JUSTIFICA-

TION OF WAIVERS. 
Not later than 30 days after the President 

has determined to issue a waiver under sec-
tion 110(d)(5) of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(d)(5)), the 
Secretary of State shall brief the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives on— 

(a) each country that received a waiver; 
(b) the justification for each such waiver; 

and 
(c) a description of the efforts made by 

each country to meet the minimum stand-
ards to eliminate human trafficking. 

PART IV—INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN 
WITH DISABILITIES PROTECTION ACT 

SEC. 1299D. FINDINGS. 
Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) According to the United Nations Chil-

dren’s Fund (UNICEF), there are approxi-
mately 240,000,000 children and youth with 
disabilities in the world, including approxi-
mately 53,000,000 children under the age of 5. 

(2) Millions of children, particularly chil-
dren with intellectual and other develop-
mental disabilities, are placed in large or 
small residential institutions and most of 
those children are left to grow up without 
love, support, and guidance of a family. 

(3) The vast majority of children placed in 
residential institutions have at least one liv-
ing parent or have extended family, many of 
whom would keep their children at home, if 
they had the support and legal protections 
necessary to do so. 

(4) Leading child protection organizations 
have documented that children and adoles-
cents raised without families in residential 
institutions face high risk of violence, traf-
ficking for forced labor or sex, forced abor-
tion or sterilization, and criminal detention. 

(5) According to the Department of State, 
persons with disabilities face a heightened 
risk of human trafficking, including children 
in residential institutions, who may be tar-
geted by traffickers seeking to coerce them 
to leave or find ways to exploit them. 

(6) According to the Department of State, 
residential institutions have been complicit 
or directly involved in human trafficking, 
even extending to the practice of recruiting 
children for residential institutions for such 
purposes. 

(7) Children with disabilities placed in resi-
dential institutions remain vulnerable to 
human trafficking even after leaving, in part 
due to the physical and psychological dam-
age such children have suffered, social isola-
tion, and inadequate schooling, and traf-
fickers target individuals who leave or age 
out of institutions. 
SEC. 1299E. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) stigma and discrimination against chil-

dren with disabilities, particularly intellec-
tual and other developmental disabilities, 
and lack of support for community inclusion 
have left people with disabilities and their 
families economically and socially 
marginalized; 

(2) organizations of persons with disabil-
ities and family members of persons with 
disabilities are often too small to apply for 
or obtain funds from domestic or inter-

national sources or ineligible to receive 
funds from such sources; 

(3) as a result of the factors described in 
paragraphs (1) and (2), key stakeholders have 
often been left out of public policymaking on 
matters that affect children with disabil-
ities; and 

(4) financial support, technical assistance, 
and active engagement of persons with dis-
abilities and their families is needed to en-
sure the development of effective policies 
that protect families, ensure the full inclu-
sion in society of children with disabilities, 
and promote the ability of persons with dis-
abilities to live in the community with 
choices equal to others. 
SEC. 1299F. DEFINITIONS. 

In this part: 
(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 

means the Department of State. 
(2) ELIGIBLE IMPLEMENTING PARTNER.—The 

term ‘‘eligible implementing partner’’ means 
a nongovernmental organization or other 
civil society organization that— 

(A) has the capacity to administer grants 
directly or through subgrants that can be ef-
fectively used by local organizations of per-
sons with disabilities; and 

(B) has international expertise in the 
rights of persons with disabilities, including 
children with disabilities and their families. 

(3) ORGANIZATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES.—The term ‘‘organization of persons 
with disabilities’’ means a nongovernmental 
civil society organization run by and for per-
sons with disabilities and families of chil-
dren with disabilities. 
SEC. 1299G. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States to— 
(1) assist partner countries in developing 

policies and programs that recognize, sup-
port, and protect the civil and political 
rights of and enjoyment of fundamental free-
doms by persons with disabilities, including 
children, such that the latter may grow and 
thrive in supportive family environments 
and make the transition to independent liv-
ing as adults, and to counter human traf-
ficking of children with disabilities within 
residential institutions; 

(2) promote the development of advocacy 
and leadership skills among persons with dis-
abilities and their families in a manner that 
enables effective civic engagement, includ-
ing at the local, national, and regional lev-
els, and promote policy reforms and pro-
grams that support full economic and civic 
inclusion of persons with disabilities and 
their families; 

(3) promote the development of laws and 
policies that— 

(A) strengthen families and protect against 
the unnecessary institutionalization of chil-
dren with disabilities; and 

(B) create opportunities for children and 
youth with disabilities to access the re-
sources and support needed to achieve their 
full potential to live independently in the 
community with choices equal to others; 

(4) promote the participation of persons 
with disabilities and their families in advo-
cacy efforts and legal frameworks to recog-
nize, support, and protect the civil and polit-
ical rights of and enjoyment of fundamental 
freedoms by persons with disabilities; and 

(5) promote the sustainable action needed 
to bring about changes in law, policy, and 
programs to ensure full family inclusion of 
children with disabilities and the transition 
of children with disabilities to independent 
living as adults. 
SEC. 1299H. INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES PROTECTION PRO-
GRAM AND CAPACITY BUILDING. 

(a) INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN WITH DISABIL-
ITIES PROTECTION PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 
established within the Department of State a 

program to be known as the ‘‘International 
Children with Disabilities Protection Pro-
gram’’ (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Program’’) to carry out the policy described 
in section 1299G. 

(2) CRITERIA.—In carrying out the Program 
under this section, the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with leading civil society 
groups with expertise in the protection of 
civil and political rights of and enjoyment of 
fundamental freedoms by persons with dis-
abilities, may establish criteria for priority 
activities under the Program in selected 
countries. 

(3) DISABILITY INCLUSION GRANTS.—The Sec-
retary of State may award grants to eligible 
implementing partners to administer grant 
amounts directly or through subgrants. 

(4) SUBGRANTS.—An eligible implementing 
partner that receives a grant under para-
graph (3) should provide subgrants and, in 
doing so, shall prioritize local organizations 
of persons with disabilities working within a 
focus country or region to advance the pol-
icy described in section 1299G. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Of funds made available in 

fiscal years 2025 through 2030 to carry out 
the purposes of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this 
part amounts as follows: 

(A) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2025. 
(B) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026 

through 2030. 
(2) CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL AS-

SISTANCE PROGRAMS.—Of the amounts au-
thorized to be appropriated by paragraph (1), 
not less than $1,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2025 through 2030 should be available 
for capacity-building and technical assist-
ance programs to— 

(A) develop the leadership skills of persons 
with disabilities, legislators, policymakers, 
and service providers in the planning and im-
plementation of programs to advance the 
policy described in section 1299G; 

(B) increase awareness of successful models 
of the promotion of civil and political rights 
and fundamental freedoms, family support, 
and economic and civic inclusion among or-
ganizations of persons with disabilities and 
allied civil society advocates, attorneys, and 
professionals to advance the policy described 
in section 1299G; and 

(C) create online programs to train policy-
makers, advocates, and other individuals on 
successful models to advance reforms, serv-
ices, and protection measures that enable 
children with disabilities to live within sup-
portive family environments and become full 
participants in society, which— 

(i) are available globally; 
(ii) offer low-cost or no-cost training acces-

sible to persons with disabilities, family 
members of such persons, and other individ-
uals with potential to offer future leadership 
in the advancement of the goals of family in-
clusion, transition to independent living as 
adults, and protection measures for children 
with disabilities; and 

(iii) should be targeted to government pol-
icymakers, advocates, and other potential 
allies and supporters among civil society 
groups. 

SEC. 1299I. ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTA-
TION. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 

annually through fiscal year 2030, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives a report on— 
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(A) the programs and activities carried out 

to advance the policy described in section 
1299G; and 

(B) any broader work of the Department in 
advancing that policy. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include, with respect to 
each program carried out under section 
1299H— 

(A) the rationale for the country and pro-
gram selection; 

(B) the goals and objectives of the pro-
gram, and the kinds of participants in the 
activities and programs supported; 

(C) a description of the types of technical 
assistance and capacity building provided; 
and 

(D) an identification of any gaps in funding 
or support needed to ensure full participa-
tion of organizations of persons with disabil-
ities or inclusion of children with disabilities 
in the program. 

(3) CONSULTATION.—In preparing each re-
port required by paragraph (1), the Secretary 
of State shall consult with organizations of 
persons with disabilities. 
SEC. 1299J. PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL PRO-

TECTION AND ADVOCACY FOR CHIL-
DREN WITH DISABILITIES. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PROGRAMMING 
AND PROGRAMS.—It is the sense of Congress 
that— 

(1) all programming of the Department and 
the United States Agency for International 
Development related to health systems; 
countering human trafficking, strength-
ening, primary and secondary education, and 
the protection of civil and political rights of 
persons with disabilities should seek to be 
consistent with the policy described in sec-
tion 1299G; and 

(2) programs of the Department and the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment related to children, global health, 
countering human trafficking, and edu-
cation— 

(A) should— 
(i) engage organizations of persons with 

disabilities in policymaking and program 
implementation; and 

(ii) support full inclusion of children with 
disabilities in families; and 

(B) should aim to avoid support for resi-
dential institutions for children with disabil-
ities except in situations of conflict or emer-
gency in a manner that protects family con-
nections as described in subsection (b). 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CONFLICT AND 
EMERGENCIES.—It is the sense of Congress 
that— 

(1) programs of the Department and the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment serving children in situations of 
conflict or emergency, among displaced or 
refugee populations, or in natural disasters 
should seek to ensure that children with and 
without disabilities can maintain family 
ties; and 

(2) in situations of emergency, if children 
are separated from parents or have no fam-
ily, every effort should be made to ensure 
that children are placed with extended fam-
ily, in kinship care, or in an adoptive or fos-
ter family. 

SA 3059. Mr. DURBIN (for himself, 
Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. KING) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title X, add the following: 
Subtitle I—Keep STEM Talent Act 

SEC. 1096. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Keep 

STEM Talent Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 1097. VISA REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) GRADUATE DEGREE VISA REQUIRE-
MENTS.—To be approved for or maintain non-
immigrant status under section 101(a)(15)(F) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)), a student seeking to 
pursue an advanced degree in a STEM field 
(as defined in section 201(b)(1)(F)(ii) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)(F)(ii))) (as amended by section 
1098(a) of this Act) for a degree at the mas-
ter’s level or higher at a United States insti-
tution of higher education (as defined in sec-
tion 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)) must apply for a non-
immigrant visa and admission, or must 
apply to change or extend nonimmigrant sta-
tus and have such application approved, 
prior to beginning such advanced degree pro-
gram. 

(b) STRENGTHENED VETTING PROCESS.—The 
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall establish procedures to 
ensure that aliens described in subsection (a) 
are admissible pursuant to section 
212(a)(3)(A) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(A)). Such proce-
dures shall ensure that such aliens seeking 
change or extension of nonimmigrant status 
from within the United States undergo 
verification of academic credentials, com-
prehensive background checks, and inter-
views in a manner equivalent to that of an 
alien seeking a nonimmigrant visa and ad-
mission from outside the United States. To 
the greatest extent practicable, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall also take steps to en-
sure that such applications for a non-
immigrant visa and admission, or change or 
extension of nonimmigrant status, are proc-
essed in a timely manner to allow the pur-
suit of graduate education. No court shall 
have jurisdiction to review the denial of an 
application for change or extension of non-
immigrant status filed by an alien described 
in subsection (a). 

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit an annual re-
port to the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives detailing 
the implementation and effectiveness of the 
requirement for foreign graduate students 
pursuing advanced degrees in STEM fields to 
seek a nonimmigrant visa and admission, or 
change or extension of nonimmigrant status, 
prior to pursuing a graduate degree program. 
The report shall include data on visa applica-
tion volumes, processing times, security out-
comes, and economic impacts. 
SEC. 1098. LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT STA-

TUS FOR CERTAIN ADVANCED STEM 
DEGREE HOLDERS. 

(a) ALIENS NOT SUBJECT TO DIRECT NUMER-
ICAL LIMITATIONS.—Section 201(b)(1) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(F)(i) Aliens who— 
‘‘(I)(aa) have earned a degree in a STEM 

field at the master’s level or higher, while 
physically present in the United States from 
a United States institution of higher edu-
cation (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a))) accredited by an accrediting entity 
recognized by the Department of Education; 

‘‘(bb) have an offer of employment from, or 
are employed by, a United States employer 
to perform work that is directly related to 

such degree at a rate of pay that is higher 
than the median wage level for the occupa-
tional classification in the area of employ-
ment, as determined by the Secretary of 
Labor; and 

‘‘(cc) have an approved labor certification 
under section 212(a)(5)(A)(i); or 

‘‘(II) are the spouses and children of aliens 
described in subclause (I) who are accom-
panying or following to join such aliens. 

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘STEM 
field’ means a field of science, technology, 
engineering, or mathematics described in the 
most recent version of the Classification of 
Instructional Programs of the Department of 
Education taxonomy under the summary 
group of— 

‘‘(I) computer and information sciences 
and support services; 

‘‘(II) engineering; 
‘‘(III) mathematics and statistics; 
‘‘(IV) biological and biomedical sciences; 
‘‘(V) physical sciences; 
‘‘(VI) agriculture sciences; or 
‘‘(VII) natural resources and conservation 

sciences. 
‘‘(iii) The Secretary of Homeland Security 

has the sole and unreviewable discretion to 
determine whether an alien’s degree or de-
gree program is in a STEM field.’’. 

(b) PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING IMMIGRATION 
STATUS.—Section 204(a)(1)(F) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1154(a)(1)(F)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘203(b)(2)’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘203(b)(2), 203(b)(3), or 
201(b)(1)(F) may file a petition with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security’’. 

(c) LABOR CERTIFICATION.—Section 
212(a)(5)(D) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)(D)) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘section 201(b)(1)(F) or under’’ 
after ‘‘adjustment of status under’’. 

(d) DUAL INTENT FOR NONIMMIGRANTS SEEK-
ING ADVANCED STEM DEGREES AT UNITED 
STATES INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.—Notwithstanding sections 
101(a)(15)(F)(i) and 214(b) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)(i) 
and 1184(b)), an alien who is a bona fide stu-
dent admitted to a program in a STEM field 
(as defined in subparagraph (F)(ii) of section 
201(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1))) for a degree at the 
master’s level or higher at a United States 
institution of higher education (as defined in 
section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) accredited by an ac-
crediting entity recognized by the Depart-
ment of Education may obtain a student 
visa, be admitted to the United States as a 
nonimmigrant student, or extend or change 
nonimmigrant status to pursue such degree 
even if such alien seeks lawful permanent 
resident status in the United States. Nothing 
in this subsection may be construed to mod-
ify or amend section 101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 214(b) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 1184(b)), or any reg-
ulation interpreting these authorities for an 
alien who is not described in this subsection. 
SEC. 1099. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this subtitle may be construed 
to expand the statutory law enforcement or 
regulatory authority of the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of Jus-
tice, or the Department of State. 
SEC. 1100. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out 
this subtitle. 

SA 3060. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2073, to amend 
title 31, United States Code, to require 
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agencies to include a list of outdated or 
duplicative reporting requirements in 
annual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. DIGITAL ADVERTISING PLATFORMS 

PUBLIC SERVICE ADVERTISING RE-
PORTING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A covered digital adver-
tising platform shall submit to the Commis-
sion an annual report that includes the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The number and percentage of total ad-
vertisements on the platform during the pre-
vious 12-month period that were public serv-
ice advertisements. 

(2) The estimated dollar value of such pub-
lic service advertisements. 

(3) The number of such public service ad-
vertisements that focus on local or regional 
mental, behavioral, and physical health re-
sources. 

(4) The number of such public service ad-
vertisements that promote free mental, be-
havioral, or physical health care resources. 

(5) A description of how such advertise-
ments meet the definition of a public service 
advertisement as described in subsection 
(c)(3). 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
180 days after receiving the reports required 
under subsection (a), and annually there-
after, the Commission shall submit to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives a publicly avail-
able report summarizing the information re-
ported under such subsection. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Federal Trade Commission. 
(2) PUBLIC SERVICE ADVERTISEMENT.—The 

term ‘‘public service advertisement’’ means 
an advertisement that— 

(A) a covered digital advertising platform 
displays for free and without receiving any 
payment or other consideration in exchange; 

(B) promotes mental, behavioral, or phys-
ical health care resources, and may include 
advertisements that— 

(i) raise awareness of community events to 
address social isolation; or 

(ii) promote State, local, or regional men-
tal health care resources that are approved 
by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration that mitigate— 

(I) self-harm, suicide, eating disorders, sub-
stance abuse, and other matters that pose a 
risk to physical and mental health; 

(II) patterns of addiction-like behaviors; or 
(III) social isolation; and 
(C) is relevant and accessible to targeted 

audiences. 
(3) COVERED DIGITAL ADVERTISING PLAT-

FORM.—The term ‘‘covered digital adver-
tising platform’’ means a social media plat-
form, search engine, or other public-facing 
website, online service, or application that— 

(A) sells digital advertising space; and 
(B) has more than 100,000,000 unique 

monthly users. 
(d) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Noth-

ing in this section shall be construed to su-
persede any applicable privacy or data secu-
rity laws. 

SA 3061. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-

partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 865. SMALL BUSINESS SUBCONTRACTING 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Small Business Subcontractor 
Utilization Act of 2024’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE SUBCONTRAC-
TORS ARE UTILIZED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
SUBCONTRACTING PLAN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 8(d) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(d)) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) 

through (H) as subparagraphs (D) through (I), 
respectively; 

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following: 

‘‘(C) If a subcontracting plan is required 
with respect to this contract under para-
graph (4) or (5) of section 8(d) of the Small 
Business Act— 

‘‘(i) at the same time as the contractor 
submits the subcontracting report with re-
spect to this contract, the contractor shall 
provide to the contracting officer a utiliza-
tion report that identifies, for each covered 
small business subcontractor for this con-
tract— 

‘‘(I) the service or product that the covered 
small business subcontractor is required to 
provide to the prime contractor; 

‘‘(II) the total contract dollars that are to 
be paid to the covered small business subcon-
tractor; 

‘‘(III) the total contract dollars that have 
been paid to the covered small business sub-
contractor, to date; 

‘‘(IV) the estimated date range for the per-
formance of the covered small business sub-
contractor on the contract; and 

‘‘(V) any change to the contract, including 
changes to the services and products re-
quired or total contract dollars, that im-
pacts the ability of the prime contractor to 
utilize the covered small business subcon-
tractor as anticipated during the bid and 
proposal process; and 

‘‘(ii) not later than 30 days after the dead-
line to submit to the contracting officer the 
subcontracting report with respect to this 
contract, the contractor shall provide to 
each covered small business subcontractor 
for this contract a utilization report that 
identifies, for that covered small business 
subcontractor— 

‘‘(I) the service or product that the covered 
small business subcontractor is required to 
provide to the prime contractor; 

‘‘(II) the total contract dollars that are to 
be paid to the covered small business subcon-
tractor; 

‘‘(III) the total contract dollars that have 
been paid to the covered small business sub-
contractor, to date; 

‘‘(IV) the estimated date range for the per-
formance of the covered small business sub-
contractor on the contract; and 

‘‘(V) any change to the contract, including 
changes to the services and products re-
quired or total contract dollars, that im-
pacts the ability of the prime contractor to 
utilize the covered small business subcon-
tractor as anticipated during the bid and 
proposal process.’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(J) In this contract, the term ‘covered 

small business subcontractor’ means a first- 
tier subcontractor that— 

‘‘(i) is a small business concern; and 
‘‘(ii)(I) was used in preparing the bid or 

proposal of the prime contractor; or 

‘‘(II) provides goods or services to the 
prime contractor in performance of the con-
tract.’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(18) NONCOMPLIANCE WITH SUBCONTRACTING 

PLAN.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph— 
‘‘(i) the term ‘covered small business sub-

contractor’ means a first-tier subcontractor 
that— 

‘‘(I) is a small business concern; and 
‘‘(II)(aa) was used in preparing the bid or 

proposal of the prime contractor; or 
‘‘(bb) provides goods or services to the 

prime contractor in performance of the con-
tract; and 

‘‘(ii) the term ‘subcontracting plan’ means 
a subcontracting plan required under para-
graph (4) or (5). 

‘‘(B) REVIEW.—A covered small business 
subcontractor is authorized to confidentially 
report to the contracting officer that the 
covered small business subcontractor is not 
being utilized in accordance with the subcon-
tracting plan of the prime contractor. If re-
ported, the contracting officer shall, in con-
sultation with the Office of Small and Dis-
advantaged Business Utilization or the Office 
of Small Business Programs, determine 
whether the prime contractor made a good 
faith effort to utilize the covered small busi-
ness subcontractor in accordance with the 
subcontracting plan. 

‘‘(C) ACTION.—After the review required 
under subparagraph (B), if the contracting 
officer determines that the prime contractor 
failed to make a good faith effort to utilize 
the covered small business subcontractor in 
accordance with the subcontracting plan, the 
contracting officer shall assess liquidated 
damages in accordance with paragraph 
(4)(F).’’. 

(2) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration shall promulgate regulations pur-
suant to this Act. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration, in consultation with relevant Fed-
eral agencies, including the General Services 
Administration, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship of the Senate and the Committee on 
Small Business of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the improvements that can 
be made to SAM.gov, the Electronic Subcon-
tracting Reporting System (eSRS), the Fed-
eral Subaward Reporting System (FSRS), 
and any other successor database to— 

(1) incorporate the reporting requirements 
under the amendments made by subsection 
(b); and 

(2) improve the ability of contracting offi-
cers to— 

(A) evaluate whether prime contractors 
achieved their subcontracting goals; and 

(B) make evidence-based determinations 
regarding whether small subcontractors are 
being utilized to the extent outlined in sub-
contracting plans. 

SA 3062. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title VIII, add 
the following: 
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SEC. 865. UNCONDITIONAL OWNERSHIP AND CON-

TROL REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN 
EMPLOYEE-OWNED SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the 

Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration; 

(2) the term ‘‘budget justification mate-
rials’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 3(b)(2) of the Federal Funding Ac-
countability and Transparency Act of 2006 
(31 U.S.C. 6101 note); 

(3) the term ‘‘eligible worker-owned coop-
erative’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 1042(c) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986; 

(4) the term ‘‘employee stock ownership 
plan’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 4975(e) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986; and 

(5) the term ‘‘small business concern owned 
and controlled by women’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 8(m)(1) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(m)(1)). 

(b) REPORT ON OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL 
THROUGH AN EMPLOYEE STOCK OWNERSHIP 
PLAN OR ELIGIBLE WORKER-OWNED COOPERA-
TIVE RELATING TO SET-ASIDE PROCURE-
MENT.— 

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) employee stock ownership plans and el-
igible worker-owned cooperatives have 
unique ownership structures that create bar-
riers to accessing set-aside procurement pro-
grams due to unconditional ownership and 
control requirements; and 

(B) the ownership structures of an em-
ployee stock ownership plan or an eligible 
worker-owned cooperative should not pre-
vent an otherwise eligible entity from ac-
cessing set-aside procurement programs. 

(2) STUDY AND REPORT.— 
(A) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator, in coordination with stake-
holders, including national certifying agen-
cies approved by the Administrator for certi-
fying small business concerns owned and 
controlled by women and relevant Federal 
agencies, shall complete a study and rec-
ommend alternatives to unconditional own-
ership and control requirements for em-
ployee stock ownership plans and eligible 
worker-owned cooperatives that would en-
able access to set-aside procurement pro-
grams. 

(B) REPORT.—The Administrator shall— 
(i) not later than 5 days after the date on 

which the Administrator completes the 
study required under subparagraph (A), 
make that study, including the recommenda-
tions developed under that subparagraph, 
publicly available on the website of the 
Small Business Administration; and 

(ii) not later than 30 days after the date on 
which the Administrator completes the 
study required under subparagraph (A), sub-
mit to Congress the recommendations devel-
oped under that subparagraph and a plan to 
implement the recommendations for all set- 
aside procurement programs. 

(C) NECESSARY STATUTORY CHANGES.—In 
the first budget justification materials sub-
mitted by the Administrator on or after the 
date on which the Administrator submits the 
recommendations and plan required under 
subparagraph (B)(ii), the Administrator shall 
identify any applicable statutory changes 
necessary to implement the recommenda-
tions. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3(q) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632(q)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘(not in-
cluding any stock owned by an ESOP)’’ each 
place it appears; 

(2) by striking paragraph (6); and 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (6). 

SA 3063. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 7 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 3064. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘7 days’’ and insert 
‘‘8 days’’. 

SA 3065. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 9 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 3066. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘9 days’’ and insert 
‘‘10 days’’. 

SA 3067. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1, line 1, strike ‘‘10 days’’ and in-
sert ‘‘11 days’’. 

SA 3068. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself 
and Mr. MORAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title X, insert the following: 
Subtitle I—NSF AI Education Act of 2024 

SEC. 1099. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘NSF AI 

Education Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 1099A. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE; AI.—The term 

‘‘artificial intelligence’’ or ‘‘AI’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 5002 of 
the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021 (15 U.S.C. 9401). 

(2) COMMUNITY COLLEGE.—The term ‘‘com-
munity college’’ has the meaning given the 
term ‘‘junior or community college’’ in sec-
tion 312(f) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1058(f)). 

(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion. 

(4) EMERGING RESEARCH INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘emerging research institution’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 10002 
of the Research and Development, Competi-
tion, and Innovation Act (42 U.S.C. 18901). 

(5) EPSCoR INSTITUTION.—The term 
‘‘EPSCoR institution’’ means an institution 
of higher education, nonprofit organization, 
or other institution located in a jurisdiction 
eligible to participate in the Established 
Program to Stimulate Competitive Research 
under section 113 of the National Science 
Foundation Authorization Act of 1988 (42 
U.S.C. 1862g). 

(6) HIGH SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘high school’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801). 

(7) HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNI-
VERSITY.—The term ‘‘historically Black col-
lege and university’’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘‘part B institution’’ in section 322 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1061). 

(8) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 101(a) 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a)). 

(9) KEY EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES.—The term 
‘‘key emerging technologies’’ means the 
technologies included in the initial list of 
key technology focus areas set forth by sec-
tion 10387(c) of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act (42 
U.S.C. 19107(c)), photonics, and electronics. 

(10) LABOR ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘labor 
organization’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 2(5) of the National Labor 
Relations Act (29 U.S.C. 152(5)), except that 
such term shall also include— 

(A) any organization composed of labor or-
ganizations, such as a labor union federation 
or a State or municipal labor body; and 

(B) any organization that would be in-
cluded in the definition for such term under 
such section 2(5) but for the fact that the or-
ganization represents— 

(i) individuals employed by the United 
States, any wholly owned Government cor-
poration, any Federal Reserve Bank, or any 
State or political subdivision thereof; 

(ii) individuals employed by persons sub-
ject to the Railway Labor Act (45 U.S.C. 151 
et seq.); or 

(iii) individuals employed as agricultural 
laborers. 

(11) MINORITY-SERVING INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘minority-serving institution’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 10002 of 
the Research and Development, Competition, 
and Innovation Act (42 U.S.C. 18901). 

(12) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term 
‘‘National Laboratory’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 2 of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801). 
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(13) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term 

‘‘nonprofit organization’’ means an organiza-
tion which is described in section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a) of such 
Code. 

(14) QUANTUM HYBRID COMPUTING.—The 
term ‘‘quantum hybrid computing’’ means 
the use of quantum computing in conjunc-
tion with classical computing. 

(15) QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE.—The 
term ‘‘quantum information science’’ means 
the use of the laws of quantum physics for 
the storage, transmission, manipulation, 
computing, or measurement of information. 

(16) RURAL-LOCATED INSTITUTION OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION.—The term ‘‘rural-located insti-
tution of higher education’’ means an insti-
tution of higher education that is located in 
or near areas that are not classified as urban 
by the Census Bureau. 

(17) RURAL-SERVING INSTITUTION OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION.—The term ‘‘rural-serving institu-
tion of higher education’’ means an institu-
tion of higher education that— 

(A) primarily serves areas that are not 
classified as urban by the Census Bureau; 
and 

(B) offers degrees that are unique and help-
ful to rural regions that are not classified as 
urban by the Census Bureau. 

(18) STEM.—The term ‘‘STEM’’ means 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, including computer science. 

(19) TRIBAL COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY.—The 
term ‘‘Tribal College or University’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 316(b) of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1059c(b)). 
SEC. 1099B. UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS 

FOR ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
EDUCATION. 

(a) SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO AI OR QUAN-
TUM HYBRID COMPUTING.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall award 
merit- or need-based scholarships to under-
graduate students at institutions of higher 
education in order to enable such students to 
study— 

(A) the development, deployment, integra-
tion, or application of artificial intelligence; 
or 

(B) quantum hybrid computing. 
(2) SCHOLARSHIPS.—Scholarships awarded 

under paragraph (1) shall be in the form of 
annual grant awards for a 4-year period in 
amounts that cover the cost of tuition, edu-
cation-related fees, and a stipend. Such 
scholarships shall be paid directly to the in-
stitution of higher education in which the 
student is enrolled. 

(b) SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO AI AND AGRI-
CULTURE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall award 
merit- or need-based scholarships to under-
graduate students at institutions of higher 
education in order to enable such students to 
study— 

(A) artificial intelligence and agriculture; 
or 

(B) the integration of artificial intel-
ligence into agricultural operations, pre-
diction, and decisionmaking. 

(2) PRIORITY.—In awarding scholarships 
under this subsection, the Director shall give 
preference to students who are attending 
rural-located institutions of higher edu-
cation, rural-serving institutions of higher 
education, or Tribal Colleges or Universities. 

(3) SCHOLARSHIPS.—Scholarships awarded 
under paragraph (1) shall be in the form of 
annual grant awards for a 4-year period in 
amounts that cover the cost of tuition, edu-
cation-related fees, and a stipend. Such 
scholarships shall be paid directly to the in-
stitution of higher education in which the 
student is enrolled. 

(c) SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO AI AND EDU-
CATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall award 
merit- or need-based scholarships to under-
graduate students at institutions of higher 
education in order to enable such students to 
study the teaching of artificial intelligence 
and artificial intelligence skills at elemen-
tary schools, secondary schools, career and 
technical education schools, institutions of 
higher education, or through other higher 
education and professional education pro-
grams. 

(2) SCHOLARSHIPS.—Scholarships awarded 
under paragraph (1) shall be in the form of 
annual grant awards for a 4-year period that 
cover the cost of tuition, education-related 
fees, and a stipend. Such scholarships shall 
be paid directly to the institution of higher 
education in which the student is enrolled. 

(d) SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO AI AND AD-
VANCED MANUFACTURING.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall award 
merit- or need-based scholarships to under-
graduate students at institutions of higher 
education in order to enable such students to 
study— 

(A) artificial intelligence and advanced 
manufacturing; or 

(B) the integration of artificial intel-
ligence into advanced manufacturing oper-
ations. 

(2) SCHOLARSHIPS.—Scholarships awarded 
under paragraph (1) shall be in the form of 
annual grant awards for a 4-year period that 
cover the cost of tuition, education-related 
fees, and a stipend. Such scholarships shall 
be paid directly to the institution of higher 
education in which the student is enrolled. 

(e) METHOD.—The Director may carry out 
this section by making awards through new 
or existing programs. 
SEC. 1099C. GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS AND FEL-

LOWSHIPS FOR ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE EDUCATION. 

(a) GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO 
AI OR QUANTUM HYBRID COMPUTING.—The Di-
rector shall award merit- or need-based 
scholarships to graduate students at institu-
tions of higher education in order to enable 
such students to study— 

(1) the development, deployment, integra-
tion, or application of artificial intelligence; 
or 

(2) quantum hybrid computing. 
(b) SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO AI AND AGRI-

CULTURE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall award 

merit- or need-based scholarships to grad-
uate students at institutions of higher edu-
cation in order to enable such students to 
study— 

(A) artificial intelligence and agriculture; 
or 

(B) the integration of artificial intel-
ligence into agricultural operations, pre-
diction, and decisionmaking. 

(2) PRIORITY.—In awarding scholarships 
under this subsection, the Director shall give 
preference to students who are attending 
rural-located institutions of higher edu-
cation, rural-serving institutions of higher 
education, or Tribal Colleges or Universities. 

(c) GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO AI 
AND EDUCATION.—The Director shall award 
merit- or need-based scholarships to grad-
uate students at institutions of higher edu-
cation in order to enable such students to 
study the teaching of artificial intelligence 
and artificial intelligence skills at elemen-
tary schools, secondary schools, career and 
technical education schools, institutions of 
higher education, or through other higher 
education and professional education pro-
grams. 

(d) GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS RELATED TO 
AI AND ADVANCED MANUFACTURING.—The Di-
rector shall award merit- or need-based 

scholarships to graduate students at institu-
tions of higher education in order to enable 
such students to study— 

(1) artificial intelligence and advanced 
manufacturing; or 

(2) the integration of artificial intelligence 
into advanced manufacturing operations. 

(e) SCHOLARSHIPS.—Scholarships awarded 
under this section shall be in the form of an-
nual grant awards for a 3-year period that 
cover the cost of tuition, education-related 
fees, and a stipend. Such scholarships shall 
be paid directly to the institution of higher 
education in which the student is enrolled. 

(f) METHOD.—The Director may carry out 
this section by making awards through new 
or existing programs. 
SEC. 1099D. NSF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE PRO-

FESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FELLOW-
SHIPS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall estab-
lish a program to promote the exchange of 
ideas and encourage collaborations between 
institutions of higher education and industry 
partners in the fields of artificial intel-
ligence and key emerging technologies, in-
cluding through fellowships for students and 
industry professionals. 

(b) FELLOWSHIPS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall award 

merit-based fellowships for professionals for 
professional development programs in STEM 
fields or the field of education that are ad-
ministered by or affiliated with institutions 
of higher education, in order to enable fel-
lowship recipients to attain skills or train-
ing on— 

(A) the development, deployment, integra-
tion, or application of artificial intelligence; 

(B) prompt engineering; or 
(C) quantum hybrid computing. 
(2) FELLOWSHIP AWARDS.—Awards under 

this subsection shall be in the form of one 
annual award that covers the cost of tuition, 
education-related fees, and a stipend. Such 
awards shall be paid directly to the institu-
tion of higher education that administers, or 
that is affiliated with, the program in which 
the fellowship recipient is participating. 
SEC. 1099E. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TRAIN-

ING FOR LAND-GRANT COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture, acting through the Director of the 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture, 
in collaboration with the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, shall award 
grants to land-grant colleges and univer-
sities (as defined in section 1404 of the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103)) 
for artificial intelligence in agriculture. 

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—A grant awarded under 
this section may be used for— 

(1) research and development on the use of 
artificial intelligence in agriculture or the 
integration of artificial intelligence into ag-
ricultural operations, predictions, and deci-
sion making; 

(2) the dissemination of educational re-
sources for artificial intelligence in rural 
areas; and 

(3) artificial intelligence tools for agri-
culture. 
SEC. 1099F. QUANTUM FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOL-

ARSHIPS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director may estab-

lish or use existing programs to support fel-
lowships and scholarships for students at in-
stitutions of higher education for the pur-
pose of— 

(1) increasing quantum information 
science, engineering, and technology expo-
sure for undergraduate and graduate STEM 
students; and 

(2) increasing post-graduation employment 
opportunities for STEM students who dem-
onstrate potential to pursue careers in quan-
tum information science, engineering, and 
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technology, or fields that support the quan-
tum industry. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Eligible participants 
in the fellowship and scholarship program 
shall— 

(1) be enrolled in or have graduated from a 
STEM degree program at a domestic institu-
tion of higher education; and 

(2) have taken at least one quantum- 
science or quantum-relevant course as part 
of their degree programs. 

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—Eligible fellowships 
and scholarships may include temporary 
quantum-related positions at State or Fed-
eral agencies, National Laboratories, private 
sector entities, institutions of higher edu-
cation, or other quantum-relevant entities, 
as determined appropriate by the Director. 

(d) COMPETITIVE AWARDS.—Fellowships and 
scholarships shall be competitively awarded 
through a merit-review process. The Director 
may prioritize fellowships that include an in-
dustry partner that provides financial assist-
ance to the applicant for direct or indirect 
costs. 
SEC. 1099G. NSF OUTREACH CAMPAIGN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall carry 
out a nationwide outreach campaign to stu-
dents at elementary schools, secondary 
schools, career and technical education 
schools, institutions of higher education, or 
through other higher education and profes-
sional education programs to increase aware-
ness about AI or quantum education oppor-
tunities at the National Science Foundation. 

(b) PRIORITY.—In carrying out such cam-
paign, the Director shall prioritize outreach 
to underserved and rural areas. 
SEC. 1099H. COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND VOCA-

TIONAL SCHOOL CENTERS OF AI EX-
CELLENCE. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AREA CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘area career and tech-
nical education school’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 3 of the Carl D. 
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act 
of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302). 

(2) ELIGIBLE APPLICANT.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble applicant’’ means a community college, 
vocational school, or area career and tech-
nical education school, in partnership with 1 
or more of the following: 

(A) A Federal, State, local, or Tribal gov-
ernment entity. 

(B) An institution of higher education. 
(C) An entity in private industry. 
(D) An economic development organization 

or venture development organization. 
(E) A labor organization. 
(F) A nonprofit organization. 
(3) VENTURE DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION.— 

The term ‘‘venture development organiza-
tion’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 27(a) of the Stevenson-Wydler Act of 
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722(a)). 

(4) VOCATIONAL SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘voca-
tional school’’ has the meaning given the 
term ‘‘postsecondary vocational institution’’ 
in section 102(c) of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002(c)). 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS OF AI EX-
CELLENCE.—The Director, in coordination 
with the Regional Technology Hubs program 
at the Department of Commerce and the Re-
gional Innovation Engines program at the 
National Science Foundation, shall choose 
not less than 5 regionally and geographically 
diverse eligible applicants to be designated 
as Community College and Vocational 
School Centers of AI Excellence (referred to 
in this section as ‘‘Centers of AI Excel-
lence’’). 

(c) EPSCOR STATE PARTICIPATION.—Not 
less than 20 percent of designated Commu-
nity College and Vocational School Centers 
of AI Excellence shall be eligible applicants 

that are located in a State jurisdiction eligi-
ble to participate in the National Science 
Foundation’s Established Program to Stimu-
late Competitive Research under section 113 
of the National Science Foundation Author-
ization Act of 1988 (42 U.S.C. 1862g). 

(d) APPLICATION.—An eligible applicant 
that desires to be designated as a Center of 
AI Excellence shall submit an application to 
the Director at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Di-
rector may reasonably require. Such applica-
tion shall specify a focus area for the Center 
of AI Excellence, which may be any of the 
following: 

(1) AI education and training related to ag-
riculture. 

(2) AI education and training related to 
manufacturing. 

(3) AI education. 
(4) AI education and training related to an-

other focus area as specified by the eligible 
applicant. 

(e) ACTIVITIES.—A designated Center of AI 
Excellence shall develop and disseminate in-
formation about best practices for— 

(1) artificial intelligence research and edu-
cation at community colleges and area ca-
reer and technical education schools; 

(2) methods to scale up successful pro-
grams that perform research or provide edu-
cation on artificial intelligence at commu-
nity colleges and area career and technical 
education schools; 

(3) providing hands-on research opportuni-
ties on artificial intelligence and learning 
opportunities for students that are enabled 
through artificial intelligence; and 

(4) identifying pathways for students to 
jobs that are enabled by artificial intel-
ligence. 
SEC. 1099I. AWARD PROGRAM FOR RESEARCH ON 

AI IN EDUCATION. 
(a) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this section, the 

term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means— 
(1) an institution of higher education; 
(2) a nonprofit organization; or 
(3) a consortium of 1 or more institution of 

higher education or a nonprofit organization 
and 1 or more private entities. 

(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall make 

awards, on a competitive, merit-reviewed 
basis, to eligible entities, to enable the eligi-
ble entities to promote research on teaching 
models, tools, and materials for artificial in-
telligence and integration with other key 
emerging technologies, such as quantum in-
formation science and technologies and 
photonics, with a focus on teaching and 
learning for kindergarten through grade 12 
students who are from low-income, rural, or 
Tribal populations. 

(2) METHOD.—The Director may carry out 
this section by making awards through new 
or existing programs. 

(c) APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that de-

sires to receive an award under this section 
shall submit an application to the Director 
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Director 
may require. 

(2) CONTENTS.—An application described in 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a description of the student demo-
graphics on which the research supported 
under the award intends to focus; 

(B) a description of any regional partner-
ships the eligible entity plans to utilize to 
carry out the award; 

(C) with respect to an application that con-
cerns the use or integration of artificial in-
telligence, a description of potential ethical 
concerns and implications of teacher and 
student interactions with artificial intel-
ligence systems; 

(D) a description of how the research on 
teaching models, tools, and materials were 
developed in consultation with other edu-
cators, academia, industry, and civil society 
organizations; and 

(E) such other information as the Director 
may require. 

(d) USE OF AWARD FUNDS.—An eligible enti-
ty that receives an award under this section 
shall carry out a program described in sub-
section (b)(1) that— 

(1) emphasizes preparing incoming teach-
ers to integrate artificial intelligence, key 
emerging technologies, and computational 
thinking into their classrooms in innovative 
ways; and 

(2) supports research to develop, pilot, 
fully implement, or test areas, such as— 

(A) instructional materials and high-qual-
ity learning opportunities for teaching arti-
ficial intelligence and key emerging tech-
nologies; 

(B) models for the preparation of new 
teachers who will teach artificial intel-
ligence and key emerging technologies; 

(C) scalable models of professional develop-
ment and ongoing support for teachers; and 

(D) tools and models for teaching and 
learning aimed at supporting student success 
and inclusion in artificial intelligence and 
key emerging technologies across diverse 
populations, including low-income, rural, 
and Tribal populations. 
SEC. 1099J. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

AWARDS FOR ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE RESOURCES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible 

entity’’ means— 
(A) an elementary school or secondary 

school, as defined in section 8101 of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 8101); 

(B) an institution of higher education, in-
cluding— 

(i) an emerging research institution; 
(ii) an EPSCoR institution; 
(iii) a minority-serving institution; 
(iv) a historically Black college or univer-

sity; 
(v) a Tribal College or University; or 
(vi) a community college; or 
(C) a technical and vocational school. 
(2) TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL SCHOOL.— 

The term ‘‘technical and vocational school’’ 
has the meaning given the term ‘‘area career 
and technical school’’ in section 3 of the Carl 
D. Perkins Career and Technical Education 
Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302). 

(b) AWARDS AUTHORIZED.—The Director 
shall make awards to eligible entities to en-
able the eligible entities to provide or in-
crease access to artificial intelligence tools 
and applications to the students and re-
searchers served by the eligible entities. 

(c) PREFERENCE.—In making awards under 
subsection (b), the Director shall give pref-
erence to eligible entities that— 

(1) expand the geographic diversity of fund-
ed entities; or 

(2) are emerging research institutions, 
EPSCoR institutions, minority-serving insti-
tutions, historically Black colleges and uni-
versities, Tribal Colleges or Universities, 
community colleges, or technical and voca-
tional schools. 
SEC. 1099K. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

NATIONAL STEM TEACHERS CORPS. 
Section 10311(c)(6) of the Research and De-

velopment, Competition, and Innovation Act 
(42 U.S.C. 18991(c)(6)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(H) incorporating artificial intelligence 

skills development into the priorities of the 
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National STEM Teacher Corps, including 
prioritizing the development of artificial in-
telligence best practices for high school 
teachers, created in consultation with other 
educators and academia.’’. 
SEC. 1099L. GUIDANCE FOR THE INTRODUCTION 

AND USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE IN PREKINDERGARTEN 
THROUGH GRADE 12. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this subtitle, 
the Director, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Education, the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, and the Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, shall de-
velop and make publicly available guidance 
for the introduction and use of artificial in-
telligence in prekindergarten through grade 
12 classrooms. 

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—The guidance re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) considerations for— 
(A) the use of artificial intelligence in pre-

kindergarten through grade 12 classrooms in 
rural areas and economically distressed 
areas; and 

(B) the differing applications of artificial 
intelligence in STEM and the liberal arts; 
and 

(2) a description of how the guidance was 
developed in consultation with educators, 
academia, industry, and civil society organi-
zations. 
SEC. 1099M. NSF GRAND CHALLENGES RELATING 

TO ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE EDU-
CATION AND TRAINING. 

(a) GRAND CHALLENGE.—The term ‘‘grand 
challenge’’ means a prize competition under 
section 24 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719). 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Director, in coordi-
nation with the Secretaries of Labor and 
Education, shall support grand challenges to 
stimulate innovation regarding— 

(1) how to train 1,000,000 or more workers, 
including educators, technical and voca-
tional workers, and professionals, in the 
United States by 2028 in areas related to the 
creation, deployment, or use of artificial in-
telligence, such as foundational knowledge, 
critical thinking, programming skills, ma-
chine learning, or deep learning; 

(2) how to overcome barriers in the devel-
opment of the artificial intelligence edu-
cation and training; 

(3) methods and strategies for creating ar-
tificial intelligence education and training 
that does not displace workers, including 
teachers, in the workforce; 

(4) ways to increase the number of women 
who receive artificial intelligence education 
and training; and 

(5) how to ensure rural areas of the United 
States are able to benefit from artificial in-
telligence education and training. 
SEC. 1099N. GIFT AUTHORITY. 

In carrying out this subtitle, the Director 
may receive and use funds donated by others, 
including receipt and use of donations from 
private entities to fund scholarships and fel-
lowships authorized under this subtitle. 

SA 3069. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself 
and Mr. MORAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 

SEC. lll. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TRAINING 
RESOURCES AND TOOLKITS FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation and the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology and the Committee on Small 
Business of the House of Representatives. 

(2) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term 
‘‘artificial intelligence’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 5002 of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 
U.S.C. 9401). 

(3) CENTER.—The term ‘‘Center’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 25(a) of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278k(a)). 

(4) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology. 

(5) HOLLINGS MANUFACTURING EXTENSION 
PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘‘Hollings Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 25(a) of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278k(a)). 

(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 4 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304). 

(7) KEY EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES.—The term 
‘‘key emerging technologies’’ means the 
technologies included in the initial list of 
key technology focus areas set forth by sec-
tion 10387(c) of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act (42 
U.S.C. 19107(c)), photonics, and electronics. 

(8) RURAL COMMUNITY.—The term ‘‘rural 
community’’ means a community that is lo-
cated in areas that are not classified as 
urban by the Bureau of the Census. 

(9) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Commerce. 

(10) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN.—The term 
‘‘small business concern’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3(a) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632(a)). 

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF TRAINING RESOURCES 
AND TOOLKITS REQUIRED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall, acting through the Director, 
the Hollings Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership, and the Centers and in consultation 
and coordination with the Administrator of 
the Small Business Administration, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, and such persons in 
the private sector as the Secretary of Com-
merce considers appropriate, develop train-
ing resources and toolkits for small business 
concerns, including small business concerns 
located in rural, Tribal, or underserved com-
munities or involved in advanced manufac-
turing, relating to the adoption and use of 
artificial intelligence and such other key 
emerging technologies, such as quantum-hy-
brid computing, as the Secretary considers 
appropriate. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The training and toolkits 
developed under paragraph (1) shall include 
prompt engineering and the use of artificial 
intelligence or emerging technologies, such 
as quantum hybrid tools, relating to access 
to credit and capital, financial management 
and accounting, business planning and oper-
ations, cybersecurity, marketing, supply 
chain management, government contracting, 
and exporting. 

(c) REVIEW AND UPDATE OF TRAINING RE-
SOURCES AND TOOLKITS.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this 

Act, and not less frequently than once every 
2 years thereafter, the Secretary shall— 

(1) review the training resources and tool-
kits developed pursuant to subsection (b); 
and 

(2) update such resources and toolkits as 
the Secretary considers appropriate. 

(d) DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF TRAINING RE-
SOURCES AND TOOLKITS.—The Secretary shall 
coordinate with the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration on the dis-
tribution and use of the training resources 
and toolkits that are developed pursuant to 
subsection (b) through the resource partners 
of the Small Business Administration, in-
cluding small business development centers, 
women business centers, SCORE, veteran 
business opportunity centers, and the Apex 
Accelerator. 

(e) GRANTS PROGRAM.— 
(1) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may carry 

out a program on the award of grants to per-
sons providing training relating to artificial 
intelligence to small business concerns using 
the training resources developed under sub-
section (b). 

(2) GIFT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may 
receive gifts that the Secretary shall use to 
carry out paragraph (1). 

(f) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on 
the development, distribution, and use of the 
training resources and toolkits developed 
pursuant to subsection (b). 

(2) BIENNIAL REPORTS.— 
(A) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 3 

years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and not less frequently than once every 
2 years thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to appropriate committees of Congress a 
biennial report on the development, distribu-
tion, and use of training resources and tool-
kits developed pursuant to subsection (b). 

(B) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted to 
subparagraph (A) shall include, for the pe-
riod of covered by the report, the following: 

(i) A list of the training resources and tool-
kits developed pursuant to subsection (b). 

(ii) A description of the measurable out-
comes of the distribution of such training re-
sources and toolkits, including the following: 

(I) The number and type of small business 
concerns using such training resources and 
toolkits. 

(II) The effect of such use on the revenues, 
sales, and workforces of the small business 
concerns. 

SA 3070. Ms. CANTWELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. TRANSPARENCY WITH RESPECT TO 

CONTENT PROVENANCE INFORMA-
TION. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) there is a lack of— 
(A) visibility into how artificial intel-

ligence systems work; 
(B) transparency regarding the informa-

tion used to train such systems; and 
(C) consensus-based standards and prac-

tices to guide the development and deploy-
ment of such systems; 
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(2) it is becoming increasingly difficult to 

assess the nature, origins, and authenticity 
of digital content that has been generated or 
modified algorithmically; 

(3) these deficiencies negatively impact the 
public and, particularly, the journalists, pub-
lishers, broadcasters, and artists whose con-
tent is used to train these systems and is 
manipulated to produce synthetic content 
and synthetically-modified content that 
competes unfairly in the digital marketplace 
with covered content; and 

(4) the development and adoption of con-
sensus-based standards would mitigate these 
impacts, catalyze innovation in this nascent 
industry, and put the United States in a po-
sition to lead the development of artificial 
intelligence systems moving forward. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term 

‘‘artificial intelligence’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act 
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401). 

(2) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE BLUE- 
TEAMING.—The term ‘‘artificial intelligence 
blue-teaming’’ means an effort to conduct 
operational vulnerability evaluations and 
provide mitigation techniques to entities 
who have a need for an independent tech-
nical review of the security posture of an ar-
tificial intelligence system. 

(3) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE RED- 
TEAMING.—The term ‘‘artificial intelligence 
red-teaming’’ means structured adversarial 
testing efforts of an artificial intelligence 
system to identify risks, flaws, and 
vulnerabilities of the artificial intelligence 
system, such as harmful outputs from the 
system, unforeseen or undesirable system be-
haviors, limitations, or potential risks asso-
ciated with the misuse of the system. 

(4) CONTENT PROVENANCE INFORMATION.— 
The term ‘‘content provenance information’’ 
means state-of-the-art, machine-readable in-
formation documenting the origin and his-
tory of a piece of digital content, such as an 
image, a video, audio, or text. 

(5) COVERED CONTENT .—The term ‘‘covered 
content’’ means a digital representation, 
such as text, an image, or audio or video con-
tent, of any work of authorship described in 
section 102 of title 17, United States Code. 

(6) COVERED PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered platform’’ means a website, internet ap-
plication, or mobile application available to 
users in the United States, including a social 
networking site, video sharing service, 
search engine, or content aggregation serv-
ice available to users in the United States, 
that either— 

(A) generates at least $50,000,000 in annual 
revenue; or 

(B) had at least 25,000,000 monthly active 
users for not fewer than 3 of the 12 months 
immediately preceding any conduct by the 
covered platform in violation of this Act. 

(7) DEEPFAKE.—The term ‘‘deepfake’’ 
means synthetic content or synthetically- 
modified content that— 

(A) appears authentic to a reasonable per-
son; and 

(B) creates a false understanding or im-
pression. 

(8) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Intel-
lectual Property and Director of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office. 

(9) SYNTHETIC CONTENT.—The term ‘‘syn-
thetic content’’ means information, includ-
ing works of human authorship such as im-
ages, videos, audio clips, and text, that has 
been wholly generated by algorithms, includ-
ing by artificial intelligence. 

(10) SYNTHETICALLY-MODIFIED CONTENT.— 
The term ‘‘synthetically-modified content’’ 
means information, including works of 
human authorship such as images, videos, 

audio clips, and text, that has been signifi-
cantly modified by algorithms, including by 
artificial intelligence. 

(11) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under 
Secretary’’ means the Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Standards and Technology. 

(12) WATERMARKING.—The term 
‘‘watermarking’’ means the act of embedding 
information that is intended to be difficult 
to remove into an output, including an out-
put such as text, an image, an audio, a video, 
software code, or any other digital content 
or data, for the purposes of verifying the au-
thenticity of the output or the identity or 
characteristics of its provenance, modifica-
tions, or conveyance 

(c) FACILITATION OF DEVELOPMENT OF 
STANDARDS FOR CONTENT PROVENANCE INFOR-
MATION AND DETECTION OF SYNTHETIC CON-
TENT AND SYNTHETICALLY-MODIFIED CON-
TENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall 
establish a public-private partnership to fa-
cilitate the development of standards regard-
ing content provenance information tech-
nologies and the detection of synthetic con-
tent and synthetically-modified content, in-
cluding with respect to the following: 

(A) Facilitating the development of guide-
lines and voluntary, consensus-based stand-
ards and best practices for watermarking, 
content provenance information, synthetic 
content and synthetically-modified content 
detection, including for images, audio, video, 
text, and multimodal content, the use of 
data to train artificial intelligence systems, 
and such other matters relating to trans-
parency of synthetic media as the Under Sec-
retary considers appropriate. 

(B) Facilitating the development of guide-
lines, metrics, and practices to evaluate and 
assess tools to detect and label synthetic 
content, synthetically-modified content, and 
non-synthetic content, including artificial 
intelligence red-teaming and artificial intel-
ligence blue-teaming. 

(C) Establishing grand challenges and 
prizes in coordination with the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency and the 
National Science Foundation to detect and 
label synthetic content, synthetically-modi-
fied content, and non-synthetic content and 
to develop cybersecurity and other counter-
measures to defend against tampering with 
detection tools, watermarks, or content 
provenance information. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—In developing the 
standards described in paragraph (1), the 
Under Secretary shall consult with the Reg-
ister of Copyrights and the Director. 

(d) NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND 
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND 
PUBLIC EDUCATION REGARDING SYNTHETIC 
CONTENT AND SYNTHETICALLY-MODIFIED CON-
TENT.— 

(1) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—The 
Under Secretary shall carry out a research 
program to enable advances in measurement 
science, standards, and testing relating to 
the robustness and efficacy of— 

(A) technologies for synthetic content and 
synthetically-modified content detection, 
watermarking, and content provenance in-
formation; and 

(B) cybersecurity protections and other 
countermeasures used to prevent tampering 
with such technologies. 

(2) PUBLIC EDUCATION CAMPAIGNS REGARDING 
SYNTHETIC CONTENT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Under Secretary shall, in consultation with 
the Register of Copyrights and the Director, 
carry out a public education campaign re-
garding synthetic content and synthetically- 
modified content (including deepfakes), 
watermarking, and content provenance in-
formation. 

(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTENT PROVE-
NANCE INFORMATION; PROHIBITED ACTS.— 

(1) CONTENT PROVENANCE INFORMATION.— 
(A) SYNTHETIC CONTENT AND SYN-

THETICALLY-MODIFIED CONTENT.—Beginning 
on the date that is 2 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, any person who, for a 
commercial purpose, makes available in 
interstate commerce a tool used for the pri-
mary purpose of creating synthetic content 
or synthetically-modified content shall— 

(i) taking into consideration the content 
provenance information standards estab-
lished under subsection (c), provide users of 
such tool with the ability to include content 
provenance information that indicates the 
piece of digital content is synthetic content 
or synthetically-modified content for any 
synthetic content or synthetically-modified 
content created by the tool; and 

(ii) in the event a user opts to include con-
tent provenance information under clause 
(i), establish, to the extent technically fea-
sible, reasonable security measures to ensure 
that such content provenance information is 
machine-readable and not easily removed, 
altered, or separated from the underlying 
content. 

(B) COVERED CONTENT.—Beginning on the 
date that is 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, any person who, for a com-
mercial purpose, makes available in inter-
state commerce a tool used for the primary 
purpose of creating or substantially modi-
fying covered content shall— 

(i) taking into consideration the content 
provenance information standards estab-
lished under subsection (c), provide users of 
such tool with the ability to include content 
provenance information for any covered con-
tent created or significantly modified by the 
tool; and 

(ii) in the event a user opts to include con-
tent provenance information under clause 
(i), establish, to the extent technically fea-
sible, reasonable security measures to ensure 
that such content provenance information is 
machine-readable and not easily removed, 
altered, or separated from the underlying 
content. 

(2) REMOVAL OF CONTENT PROVENANCE IN-
FORMATION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for 
any person to knowingly remove, alter, tam-
per with, or disable content provenance in-
formation in furtherance of an unfair or de-
ceptive act or practice in or affecting com-
merce. 

(B) COVERED PLATFORMS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), it 

shall be unlawful for a covered platform, to 
remove, alter, tamper with, or disable con-
tent provenance information or to separate 
the content provenance information from 
the content so that the content provenance 
information cannot be accessed by users of 
the platform. 

(ii) EXCEPTION FOR SECURITY RESEARCH.—A 
covered platform shall not be liable for a vio-
lation of clause (i) if such covered platform 
removes, alters, tampers with, or disables 
content provenance information for a pur-
pose necessary, proportionate, and limited to 
perform research to enhance the security of 
the covered platform. 

(3) PROHIBITION ON NON-CONSENSUAL USE OF 
COVERED CONTENT THAT HAS ATTACHED OR AS-
SOCIATED CONTENT PROVENANCE INFORMA-
TION.—It shall be unlawful for any person, for 
a commercial purpose, to knowingly use any 
covered content that has content provenance 
information that is attached to or associated 
with such covered content or covered con-
tent from which the person knows or should 
know that content provenance information 
has been removed or separated in violation 
of paragraph (2), in order to train a system 
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that uses artificial intelligence or an algo-
rithm or to generate synthetic content or 
synthetically-modified content unless such 
person obtains the express, informed consent 
of the person who owns the covered content, 
and complies with any terms of use per-
taining to the use of such content, including 
terms regarding compensation for such use, 
as required by the owner of copyright in such 
content. 

(f) ENFORCEMENT.— 
(1) ENFORCEMENT BY THE COMMISSION.— 
(A) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-

TICES.—A violation of this section or a regu-
lation promulgated under this section shall 
be treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed 
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(B) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-

force this section in the same manner, by the 
same means, and with the same jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties as though all applicable 
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were 
incorporated into and made a part of this 
title. 

(ii) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates this section, or a regulation 
promulgated under this section shall be sub-
ject to the penalties and entitled to the 
privileges and immunities provided in the 
Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 
et seq.). 

(iii) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to limit the 
authority of the Commission under any 
other provision of law. 

(2) ENFORCEMENT BY STATES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the 

attorney general of a State has reason to be-
lieve that an interest of the residents of the 
State has been or is threatened or adversely 
affected by the engagement of any person in 
a practice that violates this section, the at-
torney general of the State may, as parens 
patriae, bring a civil action on behalf of the 
residents of the State in an appropriate dis-
trict court of the United States to— 

(i) enjoin further violation of this section 
by such person; 

(ii) compel compliance with this section; 
(iii) obtain damages, restitution, or other 

compensation on behalf of such residents; 
and 

(iv) obtain such other relief as the court 
may consider to be appropriate. 

(B) RIGHTS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(i) NOTICE TO THE COMMISSION.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

clause (III), the attorney general of a State 
shall notify the Commission in writing that 
the attorney general intends to bring a civil 
action under subparagraph (A) before initi-
ating the civil action. 

(II) CONTENTS.—The notification required 
by subclause (I) with respect to a civil action 
shall include a copy of the complaint to be 
filed to initiate the civil action. 

(III) EXCEPTION.—If it is not feasible for 
the attorney general of a State to provide 
the notification required by subclause (I) be-
fore initiating a civil action under subpara-
graph (A), the attorney general shall notify 
the Commission immediately upon insti-
tuting the civil action. 

(ii) INTERVENTION BY THE COMMISSION.—The 
Commission may— 

(I) intervene in any civil action brought by 
the attorney general of a State under sub-
paragraph (A); and 

(II) upon intervening— 
(aa) be heard on all matters arising in the 

civil action; and 
(bb) file petitions for appeal of a decision 

in the civil action. 

(C) INVESTIGATORY POWERS.—Nothing in 
this paragraph may be construed to prevent 
the attorney general of a State from exer-
cising the powers conferred on the attorney 
general by the laws of the State to conduct 
investigations, to administer oaths or affir-
mations, or to compel the attendance of wit-
nesses or the production of documentary or 
other evidence. 

(D) ACTION BY THE COMMISSION.—If the 
Commission institutes a civil action or an 
administrative action with respect to a vio-
lation of this section, the attorney general of 
a State may not, during the pendency of 
such action, bring a civil action under sub-
paragraph (A) against any defendant named 
in the complaint of the Commission for the 
violation with respect to which the Commis-
sion instituted such action. 

(E) VENUE; SERVICE OR PROCESS.— 
(i) VENUE.—Any action brought under sub-

paragraph (A) may be brought in— 
(I) the district court of the United States 

that meets applicable requirements relating 
to venue under section 1391 of title 28, United 
States Code; or 

(II) another court of competent jurisdic-
tion. 

(ii) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action 
brought under subparagraph (A), process 
may be served in any district in which the 
defendant— 

(I) is an inhabitant; or 
(II) may be found. 
(F) ACTIONS BY OTHER STATE OFFICIALS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—In addition to civil ac-

tions brought by attorneys general under 
subparagraph (A), any other officer of a 
State who is authorized by the State to do so 
may bring a civil action under subparagraph 
(A), subject to the same requirements and 
limitations that apply under this paragraph 
to civil actions brought by attorneys gen-
eral. 

(ii) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
paragraph may be construed to prohibit an 
authorized official of a State from initiating 
or continuing any proceeding in a court of 
the State for a violation of any civil or 
criminal law of the State. 

(G) DAMAGES.—If a person brings a civil ac-
tion for a violation of this section pursuant 
to paragraph (3) and receives any monetary 
damages, the court shall reduce the amount 
of any damages awarded under this para-
graph by the amount of monetary damages 
awarded to such person. 

(3) ENFORCEMENT BY PRIVATE PARTIES AND 
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any person who owns 
covered content that has content provenance 
information that is attached to or associated 
with such covered content may bring a civil 
action in a court of competent jurisdiction 
against— 

(i) any person or covered platform for re-
moving, altering, tampering with, or dis-
abling such content provenance information 
in violation of subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
subsection (e)(2); and 

(ii) any person for using such covered con-
tent in violation of subsection (e)(3). 

(B) RELIEF.—In a civil action brought 
under subparagraph (A) in which the plain-
tiff prevails, the court may award the plain-
tiff declaratory or injunctive relief, compen-
satory damages, and reasonable litigation 
expenses, including a reasonable attorney’s 
fee. 

(C) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—An action for 
a violation of this section brought under this 
paragraph may be commenced not later than 
4 years after the date upon which the plain-
tiff discovers or should have discovered the 
facts giving rise to such violation. 

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section 
does not impair or in any way alter the 

rights of copyright owners under any other 
applicable law. 

(h) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this 
section, or an amendment made by this sec-
tion, is determined to be unenforceable or in-
valid, the remaining provisions of this sec-
tion and the amendments made by this sec-
tion shall not be affected. 

SA 3071. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself 
and Mr. YOUNG) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

DIVISION l—FUTURE OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE INNOVATION 

SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be 

cited as the ‘‘Future of Artificial Intel-
ligence Innovation Act of 2024’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 3. Definitions. 
TITLE I—VOLUNTARY ARTIFICIAL IN-

TELLIGENCE STANDARDS, METRICS, 
EVALUATION TOOLS, TESTBEDS, AND 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
Subtitle A—Artificial Intelligence Safety 

Institute and Testbeds 
Sec. 101. Artificial Intelligence Safety Insti-

tute. 
Sec. 102. Program on artificial intelligence 

testbeds. 
Sec. 103. National Institute of Standards and 

Technology and Department of 
Energy testbed to identify, test, 
and synthesize new materials. 

Sec. 104. National Science Foundation and 
Department of Energy collabo-
ration to make scientific dis-
coveries through the use of ar-
tificial intelligence. 

Sec. 105. Progress report. 
Subtitle B—International Cooperation 

Sec. 111. International coalition on innova-
tion, development, and harmo-
nization of standards with re-
spect to artificial intelligence. 

Sec. 112. Requirement to support bilateral 
and multilateral artificial in-
telligence research collabora-
tions. 

Subtitle C—Identifying Regulatory Barriers 
to Innovation 

Sec. 121. Comptroller General of the United 
States identification of risks 
and obstacles relating to artifi-
cial intelligence and Federal 
agencies. 

TITLE II—ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, CAPACITY 
BUILDING ACTIVITIES 

Sec. 201. Public data for artificial intel-
ligence systems. 

Sec. 202. Federal grand challenges in artifi-
cial intelligence. 

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
It is the sense of Congress that policies 

governing artificial intelligence should 
maximize the potential and development of 
artificial intelligence to benefit all private 
and public stakeholders. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5369 July 24, 2024 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 3502 of 
title 44, United States Code, except such 
term shall include an independent regulatory 
agency, as defined in such section. 

(2) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term 
‘‘artificial intelligence’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act 
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401). 

(3) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE BLUE- 
TEAMING.—The term ‘‘artificial intelligence 
blue-teaming’’ means an effort to conduct 
operational network vulnerability evalua-
tions and provide mitigation techniques to 
entities who have a need for an independent 
technical review of the network security pos-
ture of an artificial intelligence system. 

(4) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE MODEL.—The 
term ‘‘artificial intelligence model’’ means a 
component of an artificial intelligence sys-
tem that is a model— 

(A) derived using mathematical, computa-
tional, statistical, or machine-learning tech-
niques; and 

(B) used as part of an artificial intelligence 
system to produce outputs from a given set 
of inputs. 

(5) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE RED- 
TEAMING.—The term ‘‘artificial intelligence 
red-teaming’’ means structured adversarial 
testing efforts of an artificial intelligence 
system to identify risks, flaws, and 
vulnerabilities of the artificial intelligence 
system, such as harmful outputs from the 
system, unforeseen or undesirable system be-
haviors, limitations, or potential risks asso-
ciated with the misuse of the system. 

(6) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE RISK MANAGE-
MENT FRAMEWORK.—The term ‘‘Artificial In-
telligence Risk Management Framework’’ 
means the most recently updated version of 
the framework developed and updated pursu-
ant to section 22A(c) of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology Act (15 
U.S.C. 278h–1(c)). 

(7) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM.—The 
term ‘‘artificial intelligence system’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 7223 of 
the Advancing American AI Act (40 U.S.C. 
11301 note). 

(8) CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘‘critical infrastructure’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1016(e) of the 
Uniting and Strengthening America by Pro-
viding Appropriate Tools Required to Inter-
cept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PATRIOT 
ACT) Act of 2001 (42 U.S.C. 5195c(e)). 

(9) FEDERAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral laboratory’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 4 of the Stevenson-Wydler 
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 
3703). 

(10) FOUNDATION MODEL.—The term ‘‘foun-
dation model’’ means an artificial intel-
ligence model trained on broad data at scale 
and is adaptable to a wide range of down-
stream tasks. 

(11) GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE.—The term ‘‘generative artificial in-
telligence’’ means the class of artificial in-
telligence models that utilize the structure 
and characteristics of input data in order to 
generate outputs in the form of derived syn-
thetic content. Such derived synthetic con-
tent can include images, videos, audio, text, 
software, code, and other digital content. 

(12) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term 
‘‘National Laboratory’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 2 of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801). 

(13) SYNTHETIC CONTENT.—The term ‘‘syn-
thetic content’’ means information, such as 
images, videos, audio clips, and text, that 
has been significantly modified or generated 

by algorithms, including by artificial intel-
ligence. 

(14) TESTBED.—The term ‘‘testbed’’ means 
a facility or mechanism equipped for con-
ducting rigorous, transparent, and replicable 
testing of tools and technologies, including 
artificial intelligence systems, to help evalu-
ate the functionality, trustworthiness, 
usability, and performance of those tools or 
technologies. 

(15) TEVV.—The term ‘‘TEVV’’ means 
methodologies, metrics, techniques, and 
tasks for testing, evaluating, verifying, and 
validating artificial intelligence systems or 
components. 

(16) WATERMARKING.—The term 
‘‘watermarking’’ means the act of embedding 
information that is intended to be difficult 
to remove, into outputs generated by artifi-
cial intelligence, including outputs such as 
text, images, audio, videos, software code, or 
any other digital content or data, for the 
purposes of verifying the authenticity of the 
output or the identity or characteristics of 
its provenance, modifications, or convey-
ance. 
TITLE I—VOLUNTARY ARTIFICIAL INTEL-

LIGENCE STANDARDS, METRICS, EVAL-
UATION TOOLS, TESTBEDS, AND INTER-
NATIONAL COOPERATION 
Subtitle A—Artificial Intelligence Safety 

Institute and Testbeds 
SEC. 101. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SAFETY IN-

STITUTE. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF INSTITUTE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards 
and Technology (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Under Secretary’’) shall establish an 
institute on artificial intelligence. 

(2) DESIGNATION.—The institute established 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be known as 
the ‘‘Artificial Intelligence Safety Institute’’ 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Insti-
tute’’). 

(3) MISSION.—The mission of the Institute 
is as follows: 

(A) To assist the private sector and agen-
cies in developing voluntary best practices 
for the robust assessment of artificial intel-
ligence systems. 

(B) To provide technical assistance for the 
adoption and use of artificial intelligence 
across the Federal Government to improve 
the quality of government services. 

(C) To develop guidelines, methodologies, 
and best practices to promote— 

(i) development and adoption of voluntary, 
consensus-based technical standards or in-
dustry standards; 

(ii) long-term advancements in artificial 
intelligence technologies; and 

(iii) innovation in the artificial intel-
ligence industry by ensuring that companies 
of all sizes can succeed and thrive. 

(b) DIRECTOR.—The Under Secretary shall 
appoint a director of the Institute, who shall 
be known as the ‘‘Director of the Artificial 
Intelligence Safety Institute’’ (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Director’’) and re-
port directly to the Under Secretary. 

(c) STAFF AND AUTHORITIES.— 
(1) STAFF.—The Director may hire such 

full-time employees as the Director con-
siders appropriate to assist the Director in 
carrying out the functions of the Institute. 

(2) USE OF AUTHORITY TO HIRE CRITICAL 
TECHNICAL EXPERTS.—In addition to making 
appointments under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection, the Director, in coordination 
with the Secretary of Commerce, may make 
appointments of scientific, engineering, and 
professional personnel, and fix their basic 
pay, under subsection (b) of section 6 of the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology Act (15 U.S.C. 275) to hire critical 
technical experts. 

(3) EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY TO HIRE CRIT-
ICAL TECHNICAL EXPERTS.—Such subsection is 
amended, in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘15’’ and inserting ‘‘30’’. 

(4) MODIFICATION OF SUNSET.—Subsection 
(c) of such section is amended by striking 
‘‘the date that is 5 years after the date of the 
enactment of this section’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 30, 2035’’. 

(5) AGREEMENTS.—The Director may enter 
into such agreements, including contracts, 
grants, cooperative agreements, and other 
transactions, as the Director considers nec-
essary to carry out the functions of the In-
stitute and on such terms as the Under Sec-
retary considers appropriate. 

(d) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—In 
establishing the Institute, the Under Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) coordinate with— 
(A) the Secretary of Energy; 
(B) the Secretary of Homeland Security; 
(C) the Secretary of Defense; 
(D) the Director of the National Science 

Foundation; and 
(E) the Director of the Office of Science 

and Technology Policy; and 
(2) consult with the heads of such other 

Federal agencies as the Under Secretary con-
siders appropriate. 

(e) FUNCTIONS.—The functions of the Insti-
tute, which the Institute shall carry out in 
coordination with the laboratories of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, are as follows: 

(1) RESEARCH, EVALUATION, TESTING, AND 
STANDARDS.—The following functions relat-
ing to research, evaluation, testing, and 
standards: 

(A) Conducting measurement research into 
system and model safety, validity and reli-
ability, security, capabilities and limita-
tions, explainability, interpretability, and 
privacy. 

(B) Working with the Department of En-
ergy, the National Science Foundation, pub-
lic-private partnerships, including the Artifi-
cial Intelligence Safety Institute Consor-
tium established under subsection (f), and 
other private sector organizations to develop 
testing environments and perform regular 
benchmarking and capability evaluations, 
including artificial intelligence red-teaming 
as the Director considers appropriate. 

(C) Working with consensus-based, open, 
and transparent standards development or-
ganizations (SDOs) and relevant industry, 
Federal laboratories, civil society, and aca-
demic institutions to advance development 
and adoption of clear, implementable, tech-
nically sound, and technology-neutral vol-
untary standards and guidelines that incor-
porate appropriate variations in approach 
depending on the size of the entity, the po-
tential risks and potential benefits of the ar-
tificial intelligence system, and the role of 
the entity (such as developer, deployer, or 
user) relating to artificial intelligence sys-
tems. 

(D) Building upon the Artificial Intel-
ligence Risk Management Framework to in-
corporate guidelines on generative artificial 
intelligence systems. 

(E) Developing a companion resource to 
the Secure Software Development Frame-
work to incorporate secure development 
practices for generative artificial intel-
ligence and for foundation models. 

(F) Developing and publishing cybersecu-
rity tools, methodologies, best practices, 
voluntary guidelines, and other supporting 
information to assist persons who maintain 
systems used to create or train artificial in-
telligence models to discover and mitigate 
vulnerabilities and attacks. 

(G) Coordinating or developing guidelines, 
metrics, benchmarks, and methodologies for 
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evaluating artificial intelligence systems, 
including the following: 

(i) Cataloging existing artificial intel-
ligence metrics, benchmarks, and evaluation 
methodologies used in industry and aca-
demia. 

(ii) Testing and validating the efficacy of 
existing metrics, benchmarks, and evalua-
tions, as well as TEVV tools and products. 

(iii) Funding and facilitating research and 
other activities in a transparent manner, in-
cluding at institutions of higher education 
and other nonprofit and private sector part-
ners, to evaluate, develop, or improve TEVV 
capabilities, with rigorous scientific merit, 
for artificial intelligence systems. 

(iv) Evaluating foundation models for their 
potential effect in downstream systems, such 
as when retrained or fine-tuned. 

(H) Coordinating with counterpart institu-
tions of international partners and allies to 
promote global interoperability in the devel-
opment of research, evaluation, testing, and 
standards relating to artificial intelligence. 

(I) Developing tools, methodologies, best 
practices, and voluntary guidelines for iden-
tifying vulnerabilities in foundation models. 

(J) Developing tools, methodologies, best 
practices, and voluntary guidelines for rel-
evant agencies to track incidents resulting 
in harm caused by artificial intelligence sys-
tems. 

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—The following func-
tions relating to implementation: 

(A) Using publicly available and volun-
tarily provided information, conducting 
evaluations to assess the impacts of artifi-
cial intelligence systems, and developing 
guidelines and practices for safe develop-
ment, deployment, and use of artificial intel-
ligence technology. 

(B) Aligning capability evaluation and red- 
teaming guidelines and benchmarks, sharing 
best practices, and coordinating on building 
testbeds and test environments with allies of 
the United States and international partners 
and allies. 

(C) Coordinating vulnerability and inci-
dent data sharing with international part-
ners and allies. 

(D) Integrating appropriate testing capa-
bilities and infrastructure for testing of 
models and systems. 

(E) Establishing blue-teaming capabilities 
to develop mitigation approaches and part-
ner with industry to address risks and nega-
tive impacts. 

(F) Developing voluntary guidelines on— 
(i) detecting synthetic content, authen-

ticating content and tracking of the prove-
nance of content, labeling original and syn-
thetic content, such as by watermarking, 
and evaluating software and systems relat-
ing to detection and labeling of synthetic 
content; 

(ii) ensuring artificial intelligence systems 
do not violate privacy rights or other rights; 
and 

(iii) transparency documentation of artifi-
cial intelligence datasets and artificial intel-
ligence models. 

(G) Coordinating with relevant agencies to 
develop or support, as the heads of the agen-
cies determine appropriate, sector- and ap-
plication-specific profiles of the Artificial 
Intelligence Risk Management Framework 
for different use cases, integrating end-user 
experience and on-going development work 
into a continuously evolving toolkit. 

(3) OPERATIONS AND ENGAGEMENT.—The fol-
lowing functions relating to operations and 
engagement: 

(A) Managing the work of the Institute, de-
veloping internal processes, and ensuring 
that the Institute meets applicable goals and 
targets. 

(B) Engaging with the private sector to 
promote innovation and competitiveness. 

(C) Engaging with international standards 
organizations, multilateral organizations, 
and similar institutes among allies and part-
ners. 

(f) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SAFETY INSTI-
TUTE CONSORTIUM.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Under Secretary shall establish a consor-
tium of stakeholders from academic or re-
search communities, Federal laboratories, 
private industry, including companies of all 
sizes with different roles in the use of artifi-
cial intelligence systems, including devel-
opers, deployers, and users, and civil society 
with expertise in matters relating to artifi-
cial intelligence to support the Institute in 
carrying out the functions set forth under 
subsection (e). 

(B) DESIGNATION.—The consortium estab-
lished pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall be 
known as the ‘‘Artificial Intelligence Safety 
Institute Consortium’’. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—The Under Secretary, 
acting through the Director, shall consult 
with the consortium established under this 
subsection not less frequently than quar-
terly. 

(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology shall submit to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives a report sum-
marizing the contributions of the members 
of the consortium established under this sub-
section in support the efforts of the Insti-
tute. 

(g) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM TEST-
ING.—In carrying out the Institute functions 
required by subsection (a), the Under Sec-
retary shall support and contribute to the 
development of voluntary, consensus-based 
technical standards for testing artificial in-
telligence system components, including, as 
the Under Secretary considers appropriate, 
the following: 

(1) Physical infrastructure for training or 
developing artificial intelligence models and 
systems, including cloud infrastructure. 

(2) Physical infrastructure for operating 
artificial intelligence systems, including 
cloud infrastructure. 

(3) Data for training artificial intelligence 
models. 

(4) Data for evaluating the functionality 
and trustworthiness of trained artificial in-
telligence models and systems. 

(5) Trained or partially trained artificial 
intelligence models and any resulting soft-
ware systems or products. 

(h) GIFTS.— 
(1) AUTHORITY.—The Director may seek, 

accept, hold, administer, and use gifts from 
public and private sources whenever the Di-
rector determines it would be in the interest 
of the United States to do so. 

(2) REGULATIONS.—The Director, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Office of 
Government Ethics, shall ensure that au-
thority under this subsection is exercised 
consistent with all relevant ethical con-
straints and principles, including— 

(A) the avoidance of any prohibited con-
flict of interest or appearance of impro-
priety; and 

(B) a prohibition against the acceptance of 
a gift from a foreign government or an agent 
of a foreign government. 

(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to provide the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology any enforcement authority 
that was not in effect on the day before the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 102. PROGRAM ON ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE TESTBEDS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology of the House of Representatives. 

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion. 

(3) INSTITUTE.—The term ‘‘Institute’’ 
means the Artificial Intelligence Safety In-
stitute established by section 101. 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Energy. 

(5) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under 
Secretary’’ means the Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Standards and Technology. 

(b) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Under Secretary shall, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary and the Director, es-
tablish and commence carrying out a testbed 
program to encourage collaboration and sup-
port partnerships between the National Lab-
oratories, the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the National Artificial 
Intelligence Research Resource pilot pro-
gram established by the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, or any successor 
program, and public and private sector enti-
ties, including companies of all sizes, to con-
duct research and development, tests, eval-
uations, and risk assessments of artificial in-
telligence systems, including measurement 
methodologies developed by the Institute. 

(c) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out this pro-
gram, the Under Secretary shall, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary— 

(1) use the advanced computing resources, 
testbeds, and expertise of the National Lab-
oratories, the Institute, the National Science 
Foundation, and private sector entities to 
run tests and evaluations on the capabilities 
and limitations of artificial intelligence sys-
tems; 

(2) use existing solutions to the maximum 
extent practicable; 

(3) develop automated and reproducible 
tests, evaluations, and risk assessments for 
artificial intelligence systems to the extent 
that is practicable; 

(4) assess the computational resources nec-
essary to run tests, evaluations, and risk as-
sessments of artificial intelligence systems; 

(5) research methods to effectively mini-
mize the computational resources needed to 
run tests, evaluations, and risk assessments 
of artificial intelligence systems; 

(6) consider developing tests, evaluations, 
and risk assessments for artificial intel-
ligence systems that are designed for high-, 
medium-, and low-computational intensity; 
and 

(7) prioritize identifying and evaluating 
scenarios in which the artificial intelligence 
systems tested or evaluated by a testbed 
could be deployed in a way that poses secu-
rity risks, and either establishing classified 
testbeds, or utilizing existing classified 
testbeds, at the National Laboratories if nec-
essary, including with respect to— 

(A) autonomous offensive cyber capabili-
ties; 

(B) cybersecurity vulnerabilities in the ar-
tificial intelligence software ecosystem and 
beyond; 

(C) chemical, biological, radiological, nu-
clear, critical infrastructure, and energy-se-
curity threats or hazards; and 

(D) such other capabilities as the Under 
Secretary determines necessary. 

(d) CONSIDERATION GIVEN.—In carrying out 
the activities required by subsection (c), the 
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Under Secretary shall, in coordination with 
the Secretary, take under consideration the 
applicability of any tests, evaluations, and 
risk assessments to artificial intelligence 
systems trained using primarily biological 
sequence data, including those systems used 
for gene synthesis. 

(e) METRICS.—The Under Secretary, in col-
laboration with the Secretary, shall develop 
metrics— 

(1) to assess the effectiveness of the pro-
gram in encouraging collaboration and sup-
porting partnerships as described in sub-
section (b); and 

(2) to assess the impact of the program on 
public and private sector integration and use 
of artificial intelligence systems. 

(f) USE OF EXISTING PROGRAM.—In carrying 
out the program required by subsection (a), 
the Under Secretary may, in collaboration 
with the Secretary and the Director, use a 
program that was in effect on the day before 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(g) EVALUATION AND FINDINGS.—Not later 
than 3 years after the start of this program, 
the Under Secretary shall, in collaboration 
with the Secretary— 

(1) evaluate the success of the program in 
encouraging collaboration and supporting 
partnerships as described in subsection (b), 
using the metrics developed pursuant to sub-
section (e); 

(2) evaluate the success of the program in 
encouraging public and private sector inte-
gration and use of artificial intelligence sys-
tems by using the metrics developed pursu-
ant to subsection (e); and 

(3) submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress the evaluation supported pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) and the findings of the 
Under Secretary, the Secretary, and the Di-
rector with respect to the testbed program. 

(h) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (b), the Under Secretary shall con-
sult, as the Under Secretary considers appro-
priate, with the following: 

(1) Industry, including private artificial in-
telligence laboratories, companies of all 
sizes, and representatives from the United 
States financial sector. 

(2) Academia and institutions of higher 
education. 

(3) Civil society. 
(4) Third-party evaluators. 
(i) ESTABLISHMENT OF FOUNDATION MODELS 

TEST PROGRAM.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under subsection (b), the Under Sec-
retary shall, acting through the Director of 
the Institute and in coordination with the 
Secretary of Energy, carry out a test pro-
gram to provide vendors of foundation mod-
els the opportunity to voluntarily test foun-
dation models across a range of modalities, 
such as models that ingest and output text, 
images, audio, video, software code, and 
mixed modalities, relative to the Artificial 
Intelligence Risk Management Framework, 
by— 

(1) conducting research and regular testing 
to improve and benchmark the accuracy, ef-
ficacy, and bias of foundation models; 

(2) conducting research to identify key ca-
pabilities, limitations, and unexpected be-
haviors of foundation models; 

(3) identifying and evaluating scenarios in 
which these models could pose risks; 

(4) establishing reference use cases for 
foundation models and performance criteria 
for assessing each use case, including accu-
racy, efficacy, and bias metrics; 

(5) enabling developers and deployers of 
foundation models to evaluate such systems 
for risks, incidents, and vulnerabilities if de-
ployed in such use cases; 

(6) coordinating public evaluations, which 
may include prizes and challenges, to evalu-
ate foundation models; and 

(7) as the Under Secretary and the Sec-
retary consider appropriate, producing pub-

lic-facing reports of the findings from such 
testing for a general audience. 

(j) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to require a per-
son to disclose any information, including 
information— 

(1) relating to a trade secret or other pro-
tected intellectual property right; 

(2) that is confidential business informa-
tion; or 

(3) that is privileged. 

SEC. 103. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS 
AND TECHNOLOGY AND DEPART-
MENT OF ENERGY TESTBED TO 
IDENTIFY, TEST, AND SYNTHESIZE 
NEW MATERIALS. 

(a) TESTBED AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary 
of Commerce, acting through the Director of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, and the Secretary of Energy 
shall jointly establish a testbed to identify, 
test, and synthesize new materials to ad-
vance materials science and to support ad-
vanced manufacturing for the benefit of the 
United States economy through the use of 
artificial intelligence, autonomous labora-
tories, and artificial intelligence integrated 
with emerging technologies, such as quan-
tum hybrid computing and robotics. 

(b) SUPPORT FOR ACCELERATED TECH-
NOLOGIES.—The Secretary of Commerce and 
the Secretary of Energy shall ensure that 
technologies accelerated using the testbed 
established pursuant to subsection (a) are 
supported by advanced algorithms and mod-
els, uncertainty quantification, and software 
and workforce development tools to produce 
benchmark data, model comparison tools, 
and best practices guides. 

(c) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.—In car-
rying out subsection (a), the Secretary of 
Commerce and the Secretary of Energy 
shall, in consultation with industry, civil so-
ciety, and academia, enter into such public- 
private partnerships as the Secretaries joint-
ly determine appropriate. 

(d) RESOURCES.—In carrying out subsection 
(a), the Secretaries may use resources from 
National Laboratories and the private sec-
tor. 

SEC. 104. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION AND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY COLLABO-
RATION TO MAKE SCIENTIFIC DIS-
COVERIES THROUGH THE USE OF 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Director’’) and the Sec-
retary of Energy (referred to in this section 
as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall collaborate to sup-
port new translational scientific discoveries 
and advancements for the benefit of the 
economy of the United States through the 
use of artificial intelligence, including artifi-
cial intelligence integrated with emerging 
technologies, such as quantum hybrid com-
puting and robotics. 

(b) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.—In car-
rying out subsection (a), the Director and 
the Secretary shall enter into such public- 
private partnerships as the Director and the 
Secretary jointly determine appropriate. 

(c) RESOURCES.—In carrying out subsection 
(a), the Director and the Secretary may ac-
cept and use resources from the National 
Laboratories, resources from the private sec-
tor, and academic resources. 

SEC. 105. PROGRESS REPORT. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Director of the 
Artificial Intelligence Safety Institute shall, 
in coordination with the Secretary of Com-
merce and the Secretary of Energy, submit 
to Congress a report on the implementation 
of this subtitle. 

Subtitle B—International Cooperation 

SEC. 111. INTERNATIONAL COALITION ON INNO-
VATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND HAR-
MONIZATION OF STANDARDS WITH 
RESPECT TO ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of State, and the Direc-
tor of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Di-
rector’’), in consultation with the heads of 
relevant agencies, shall jointly seek to form 
an alliance or coalition with like-minded 
governments of foreign countries— 

(1) to cooperate on approaches to innova-
tion and advancements in artificial intel-
ligence and ecosystems for artificial intel-
ligence; 

(2) to coordinate on development and use of 
interoperable international standards or har-
monization of standards with respect to arti-
ficial intelligence; 

(3) to promote adoption of common artifi-
cial intelligence standards; 

(4) to develop the government-to-govern-
ment infrastructure needed to facilitate co-
ordination of coherent global application of 
artificial intelligence safety standards, in-
cluding, where appropriate, putting in place 
agreements for information sharing between 
governments; and 

(5) to involve private-sector stakeholders 
from partner countries to help inform coali-
tion partners on recent developments in arti-
ficial intelligence and associated standards 
development. 

(b) CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION.—In form-
ing an alliance or coalition of like-minded 
governments of foreign countries under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Commerce, the 
Secretary of State, and the Director, in con-
sultation with the heads of relevant agen-
cies, shall jointly establish technology trust 
criteria— 

(1) to ensure all participating countries 
that have a high level of scientific and tech-
nological advancement; 

(2) to ensure all participating countries 
commit to using open international stand-
ards; and 

(3) to support the governance principles for 
international standards as detailed in the 
World Trade Organization Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade, done at Geneva 
April 12, 1979, on international standards, 
such as transparency, openness, and con-
sensus-based decision-making. 

(c) CONSULTATION ON INNOVATION AND AD-
VANCEMENTS IN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—In 
forming an alliance or coalition under sub-
section (a), the Director, the Secretary of 
Commerce, and the Secretary of State shall 
consult with the Secretary of Energy and the 
Director of the National Science Foundation 
on approaches to innovation and advance-
ments in artificial intelligence. 

(d) SECURITY AND PROTECTION OF INTELLEC-
TUAL PROPERTY.—The Director, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, and the Secretary of 
State shall jointly ensure that an alliance or 
coalition formed under subsection (a) is only 
formed with countries that— 

(1) have in place sufficient intellectual 
property protections, safety standards, and 
risk management approaches relevant to in-
novation and artificial intelligence; and 

(2) develop and coordinate research secu-
rity measures, export controls, and intellec-
tual property protections relevant to innova-
tion, development, and standard-setting re-
lating to artificial intelligence. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to prohibit 
anyone from participating in other inter-
national standards bodies. 
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SEC. 112. REQUIREMENT TO SUPPORT BILAT-

ERAL AND MULTILATERAL ARTIFI-
CIAL INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH 
COLLABORATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation shall support bi-
lateral and multilateral collaborations to fa-
cilitate innovation in research and develop-
ment of artificial intelligence. 

(b) ALIGNMENT WITH PRIORITIES.—The Di-
rector shall ensure that collaborations sup-
ported under subsection (a) align with the 
priorities of the Foundation and United 
States research community and have the po-
tential to benefit United States prosperity, 
security, health, and well-being. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The Director shall en-
sure that collaborations supported under 
subsection (a)— 

(1) support innovation and advancement in 
research on the development and use of arti-
ficial intelligence; 

(2) facilitate international collaboration 
on innovation and advancement in artificial 
intelligence research and development, in-
cluding data sharing, expertise, and re-
sources; and 

(3) leverage existing National Science 
Foundation programs, such as the National 
Science Foundation-supported National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Research Institutes and 
Global Centers programs. 

(d) COORDINATION OF SECURITY MEASURES 
AND EXPORT CONTROLS.—When entering into 
agreements in order to support collabora-
tions pursuant to subsection (a), the Direc-
tor shall ensure that participating countries 
have developed and coordinated security 
measures and export controls to protect in-
tellectual property and research and devel-
opment. 
Subtitle C—Identifying Regulatory Barriers 

to Innovation 
SEC. 121. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE 

UNITED STATES IDENTIFICATION OF 
RISKS AND OBSTACLES RELATING 
TO ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND 
FEDERAL AGENCIES. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall submit to Congress a report on 
regulatory impediments to innovation in ar-
tificial intelligence systems. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Significant examples of Federal stat-
utes and regulations that directly affect the 
innovation of artificial intelligence systems, 
including the ability of companies of all 
sizes to compete in artificial intelligence, 
which should also account for the effect of 
voluntary standards and best practices de-
veloped by the Federal Government. 

(2) An assessment of challenges that Fed-
eral agencies face in the enforcement of pro-
visions of law identified pursuant to para-
graph (1). 

(3) An evaluation of the progress in govern-
ment adoption of artificial intelligence and 
use of artificial intelligence to improve the 
quality of government services. 

(4) Based on the findings of the Comp-
troller General with respect to paragraphs 
(1) through (4), such recommendations as the 
Comptroller General may have for legisla-
tive or administrative action to increase the 
rate of innovation in artificial intelligence 
systems. 
TITLE II—ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE RE-

SEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, CAPACITY 
BUILDING ACTIVITIES 

SEC. 201. PUBLIC DATA FOR ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE SYSTEMS. 

(a) LIST OF PRIORITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To expedite the develop-

ment of artificial intelligence systems in the 

United States, the Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy shall, acting 
through the National Science and Tech-
nology Council and the Interagency Com-
mittee established or designated pursuant to 
section 5103 of the National Artificial Intel-
ligence Initiative Act of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9413), 
develop a list of priorities for Federal invest-
ment in creating or improving curated, pub-
licly available Federal Government data for 
training and evaluating artificial intel-
ligence systems. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The list developed pursu-

ant to paragraph (1) shall— 
(i) prioritize data that will advance novel 

artificial intelligence systems in the public 
interest; and 

(ii) prioritize datasets unlikely to inde-
pendently receive sufficient private sector 
support to enable their creation, absent Fed-
eral funding. 

(B) DATASETS IDENTIFIED.—In carrying out 
subparagraph (A)(ii), the Director shall iden-
tify 20 datasets to be prioritized. 

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing the list 
under paragraph (1), the Director shall con-
sider the following: 

(A) Applicability to the initial list of soci-
etal, national, and geostrategic challenges 
set forth by subsection (b) of section 10387 of 
the Research and Development, Competition, 
and Innovation Act (42 U.S.C. 19107), or any 
successor list. 

(B) Applicability to the initial list of key 
technology focus areas set forth by sub-
section (c) of such section, or any successor 
list. 

(C) Applicability to other major United 
States economic sectors, such as agriculture, 
health care, transportation, manufacturing, 
communications, weather services, and posi-
tive utility to small and medium United 
States businesses. 

(D) Opportunities to improve datasets in 
effect before the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(E) Inclusion of data representative of the 
entire population of the United States. 

(F) Potential national security threats to 
releasing datasets, consistent with the 
United States Government approach to data 
flows. 

(G) Requirements of laws in effect. 
(H) Applicability to the priorities listed in 

the National Artificial Intelligence Research 
and Development Strategic Plan of the Na-
tional Science and Technology Council, 
dated October 2016. 

(I) Ability to use data already made avail-
able to the National Artificial Intelligence 
Research Resource Pilot program or any suc-
cessor program. 

(4) PUBLIC INPUT.—Before finalizing the list 
required by paragraph (1), the Director shall 
implement public comment procedures for 
receiving input and comment from private 
industry, academia, civil society, and other 
relevant stakeholders. 

(b) NATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
COUNCIL AGENCIES.—The head of each agency 
with a representative included in the Inter-
agency Committee pursuant to section 
5103(c) of the National Artificial Intelligence 
Initiative Act of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9413(c)) or the 
heads of multiple agencies with a representa-
tive included in the Interagency Committee 
working cooperatively, consistent with the 
missions or responsibilities of each Execu-
tive agency— 

(1) subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, shall award grants or otherwise estab-
lish incentives, through new or existing pro-
grams, for the creation or improvement of 
curated datasets identified in the list devel-
oped pursuant to subsection (a)(1), including 
methods for addressing data scarcity; 

(2) may establish or leverage existing ini-
tiatives, including public-private partner-
ships, to encourage private sector cost-shar-
ing in the creation or improvement of such 
datasets; 

(3) may apply the priorities set forth in the 
list developed pursuant to subsection (a)(1) 
to the enactment of Federal public access 
and open government data policies; 

(4) in carrying out this subsection, shall 
ensure consistency with Federal provisions 
of law relating to privacy, including the 
technology and privacy standards applied to 
the National Secure Data Service under sec-
tion 10375(f) of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act (42 
U.S.C. 19085(f)); and 

(5) in carrying out this subsection, shall 
ensure data sharing is limited with any 
country that the Secretary of Commerce, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary of State, and the Director of 
National Intelligence, determines to be en-
gaged in conduct that is detrimental to the 
national security or foreign policy of the 
United States. 

(c) AVAILABILITY OF DATASETS.—Datasets 
that are created or improved by Federal 
agencies may be made available to the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Research Re-
source pilot program established by the Di-
rector of the National Science Foundation in 
accordance with Executive Order 14110 (88 
Fed. Reg. 75191; relating to safe, secure, and 
trustworthy development and use of artifi-
cial intelligence), or any successor program. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed to require 
the Federal Government or other contribu-
tors to disclose any information— 

(1) relating to a trade secret or other pro-
tected intellectual property right; 

(2) that is confidential business informa-
tion; or 

(3) that is privileged. 
SEC. 202. FEDERAL GRAND CHALLENGES IN ARTI-

FICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
(a) LIST OF PRIORITIES FOR FEDERAL GRAND 

CHALLENGES IN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.— 
(1) LIST REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy shall, acting through the 
National Science and Technology Council 
and the Interagency Committee established 
or designated pursuant to section 5103 of the 
National Artificial Intelligence Initiative 
Act of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9413), in consultation 
with industry, civil society, and academia, 
establish a list of priorities for Federal grand 
challenges in artificial intelligence that 
seek— 

(A) to expedite the development of artifi-
cial intelligence systems in the United 
States; and 

(B) to stimulate artificial intelligence re-
search, development, and commercialization 
that solves or advances specific, well-de-
fined, and measurable challenges. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The list established pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) may include the fol-
lowing priorities: 

(A) To overcome challenges with engineer-
ing of and applied research on microelec-
tronics, including through integration of ar-
tificial intelligence with emerging tech-
nologies, such as machine learning and quan-
tum computing, or with respect to the phys-
ical limits on transistors, electrical inter-
connects, and memory elements. 

(B) To promote transformational or long- 
term advancements in computing and artifi-
cial intelligence technologies through— 

(i) next-generation algorithm design; 
(ii) next-generation compute capability; 
(iii) generative and adaptive artificial in-

telligence for design applications; 
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(iv) photonics-based microprocessors and 

optical communication networks, including 
electrophotonics; 

(v) the chemistry and physics of new mate-
rials; 

(vi) energy use or energy efficiency; 
(vii) techniques to establish cryptographi-

cally secure content provenance informa-
tion; or 

(viii) safety and controls for artificial in-
telligence applications. 

(C) To develop artificial intelligence solu-
tions, including through integration among 
emerging technologies such as quantum 
computing and machine learning, to over-
come barriers relating to innovations in ad-
vanced manufacturing in the United States, 
including areas such as— 

(i) materials, nanomaterials, and compos-
ites; 

(ii) rapid, complex design; 
(iii) sustainability and environmental im-

pact of manufacturing operations; 
(iv) predictive maintenance of machinery; 
(v) improved part quality; 
(vi) process inspections; 
(vii) worker safety; and 
(viii) robotics. 
(D) To develop artificial intelligence solu-

tions in sectors of the economy, such as ex-
panding the use of artificial intelligence in 
maritime vessels, including in navigation 
and in the design of propulsion systems and 
fuels. 

(E) To develop artificial intelligence solu-
tions to improve border security, including 
solutions relevant to the detection of 
fentanyl, illicit contraband, and other illegal 
activities. 

(3) PERIODIC UPDATES.—The Director shall 
update the list established pursuant to para-
graph (1) periodically as the Director deter-
mines necessary. 

(b) FEDERAL INVESTMENT INITIATIVES RE-
QUIRED.—Subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, the head of each agency with a 
representative on the Interagency Com-
mittee pursuant to section 5103(c) of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act 
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9413(c)) or the heads of mul-
tiple agencies with a representative on the 
Interagency Committee working coopera-
tively, shall, consistent with the missions or 
responsibilities of each agency, establish 1 or 
more prize competitions under section 24 of 
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719), challenge- 
based acquisitions, or other research and de-
velopment investments that each agency 
head deems appropriate consistent with the 
list of priorities established pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1). 

(c) TIMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF FED-
ERAL INVESTMENT INITIATIVES.—The Presi-
dent, acting through the Director, shall en-
sure that, not later than 1 year after the 
date on which the Director establishes the 
list required by subsection (a)(1), at least 3 
prize competitions, challenge-based acquisi-
tions, or other research and development in-
vestments are announced by heads of Federal 
agencies under subsection (b). 

(d) REQUIREMENTS.—Each head of an agen-
cy carrying out an investment initiative 
under subsection (b) shall ensure that— 

(1) for each prize competition or invest-
ment initiative carried out by the agency 
under such subsection, there is— 

(A) a positive impact on the economic 
competitiveness of the United States; 

(B) a benefit to United States industry; 
(C) to the extent possible, leveraging of the 

resources and expertise of industry and phil-
anthropic partners in shaping the invest-
ments; and 

(D) in a case involving development and 
manufacturing, use of advanced manufac-
turing in the United States; and 

(2) all research conducted for purposes of 
the investment initiative is conducted in the 
United States. 

SA 3072. Mr. CRAMER (for himself 
and Mr. KELLY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL AS-

SETS SALE AND TRANSFER ACT OF 
2016. 

(a) PURPOSES.—Section 2 of the Federal As-
sets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 
1303 note; Public Law 114–287) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (10), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(11) implementing innovative methods for 

the sale, redevelopment, consolidation, or 
lease of Federal buildings and facilities, in-
cluding the use of no cost, nonappropriated 
contracts for expert real estate services to 
obtain the highest and best value for the tax-
payer.’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3(5)(B)(viii) of 
the Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 
2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114–287) 
is amended by inserting ‘‘, other than office 
buildings and warehouses,’’ after ‘‘Prop-
erties’’. 

(c) BOARD.—Section 4(c)(3) of the Federal 
Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 
U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114–287) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The term’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 
(B), the term’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding sub-

paragraph (A), the term of a member of the 
Board shall continue beyond 6 years until 
such time as the President appoints a re-
placement member of the Board.’’. 

(d) BOARD MEETINGS.—Section 5(b) of the 
Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 
(40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114–287) is 
amended by striking ‘‘Five Board members’’ 
and inserting ‘‘4 Board members’’. 

(e) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—Section 7 of the 
Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 
(40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114–287) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(c) RETURN TO CIVIL SERVICE.—An Execu-
tive Director selected from the civil service 
(as defined in section 2101 of title 5, United 
States Code) shall be entitled to return to 
the civil service (as so defined) after service 
to the Board ends if the service of the Execu-
tive Director to the Board ends for reasons 
other than misconduct, neglect of duty, or 
malfeasance.’’. 

(f) STAFF.—Section 8 of the Federal Assets 
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 
note; Public Law 114–287) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and the Director of OMB’’; 

and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘for a period of not less 

than 1 year’’ before ‘‘to assist the Board’’; 
(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (d); and 
(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-

lowing: 

‘‘(c) HIRING OF TERM EMPLOYEES.—The Ex-
ecutive Director, with approval of the Board, 
may use the Office of Personnel Management 
to hire employees for terms not to exceed 2 
years pursuant to the Office of Personnel 
Management guidance for nonstatus appoint-
ments in the competitive service.’’. 

(g) TERMINATION.—Section 10 of the Fed-
eral Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 
U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114–287) is 
amended by striking ‘‘6 years after the date 
on which the Board members are appointed 
pursuant to section 4’’ and inserting ‘‘on De-
cember 31, 2026’’. 

(h) DEVELOPMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO 
BOARD.—Section 11 of the Federal Assets 
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 
note; Public Law 114–287) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘the Administrator and the Di-
rector of OMB’’ and inserting ‘‘the Adminis-
trator, the Director of OMB, and the Board’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and square’’ and inserting 

‘‘number of Federal employees physically re-
porting to the respective property each work 
day, square’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘, amount of acreage asso-
ciated with the respective property, and 
whether the respective property is on a cam-
pus or larger facility, other than Federal ci-
vilian real properties excluded for reasons of 
national security in accordance with section 
3(5)(B)(iii)’’ before the period at the end; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) CONSOLIDATION PLANS.—Any Federal 

agency plans to consolidate, reconfigure, or 
otherwise reduce the use of owned and leased 
Federal civilian real property of the Federal 
agency if those plans are estimated to fur-
ther the purposes of this Act as described in 
section 2.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(3)(J), by inserting ‘‘, 
including access by members of federally 
recognized Indian Tribes,’’ after ‘‘public ac-
cess’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION.—The 

Board may not publicly disclose any infor-
mation received under paragraph (2) or (3) of 
subsection (a) until the Board, the Adminis-
trator, and the Director of OMB enter into 
an agreement describing what information is 
ready to be publicly disclosed.’’. 

(i) BOARD DUTIES.—Section 12 of the Fed-
eral Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 
U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114–287) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2), by striking the sec-
ond sentence and inserting the following: ‘‘In 
the case of a failure by a Federal agency to 
comply with a request of the Board, the 
Board shall notify the committees listed in 
section 5(c), the relevant congressional com-
mittees of jurisdiction for the Federal agen-
cy, and the inspector general of the Federal 
agency of that failure.’’; 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘, Trib-

al,’’ after ‘‘State’’; and 
(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘, Trib-

al,’’ after ‘‘State’’; 
(3) by redesignating subsections (d) 

through (i) as subsections (e) through (j), re-
spectively; 

(4) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) PREPARATION OF PROPERTIES FOR DIS-
POSAL.—At the request of, and in coordina-
tion with, the Board, a Federal agency may 
undertake any analyses and due diligence as 
necessary, to supplement the independent 
analysis of the Board under subsection (c), to 
prepare a property for disposition so that the 
property may be included in the rec-
ommendations of the Board under subsection 
(h), including completion of the require-
ments of section 306108 of title 54, United 
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States Code, for historic preservation and 
identification of the likely highest and best 
use of the property subsequent to disposi-
tion.’’; 

(5) in subsection (h) (as so redesignated)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 

subparagraph (C); and 
(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A) 

the following: 
‘‘(B) the process to be followed by Federal 

agencies to carry out the actions described 
in subparagraph (A), including the use of no 
cost, nonappropriated contracts for expert 
real estate services and other innovative 
methods, to obtain the highest and best 
value for the taxpayer; and’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(C) THIRD ROUND.—During the period be-
ginning on the day after the transmittal of 
the second report and ending on the day be-
fore the date on which the Board terminates 
under section 10, the Board shall transmit to 
the Director of OMB a third report required 
under paragraph (1).’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION.—45 days be-

fore the date on which the Board transmits 
the third report required under paragraph 
(1), the Board shall notify— 

‘‘(A) any State or local government of any 
findings, conclusions, or recommendations 
contained in that report that relate to a Fed-
eral civilian real property located in the 
State or locality, as applicable; and 

‘‘(B) any federally recognized Indian Tribe 
of any findings, conclusions, or recommenda-
tions contained in that report that relate to 
a Federal civilian real property that— 

‘‘(i) is in close geographic proximity to a 
property described in section 3(5)(B)(v); or 

‘‘(ii) relates to a Federal civilian real prop-
erty that is known to be accessed at regular 
frequency by members of the federally recog-
nized Indian Tribe for other reasons.’’; and 

(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(k) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Board 

shall periodically submit to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works of the 
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report containing any rec-
ommendations on consolidations, exchanges, 
sales, lease reductions, and redevelopments 
that are not included in the transmissions 
submitted under subsection (h), or approved 
by the Director of OMB under section 13, but 
that the majority of the Board concludes 
meets the goals of this Act.’’. 

(j) REVIEW BY OMB.—Section 13 of the Fed-
eral Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 
U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114–287) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (g)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (h)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)(4)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘, in whole or in part,’’ be-

fore ‘‘received under paragraph (3)’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘revised’’ the second place 

it appears. 
(k) AGENCY RETENTION OF RECORDS.—Sec-

tion 20 of the Federal Assets Sale and Trans-
fer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public 
Law 114–287) is amended by striking sub-
section (b) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The provisions of 
this section, including the amendments 
made by this section, shall take effect on the 
date on which the Board transmits the sec-
ond report under section 12(h)(2)(B) and shall 
apply to proceeds from— 

‘‘(1) transactions contained in that report; 
and 

‘‘(2) any transactions conducted after the 
date on which the Board terminates under 
section 10.’’. 

(l) FEDERAL REAL PROPERTY DATABASE.— 
Section 21(b) of the Federal Assets Sale and 
Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Pub-
lic Law 114–287) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(9)(A) Whether the Federal real property 
is on a campus or similar facility; and 

‘‘(B) if applicable, identification of the 
campus or facility and related details, in-
cluding total acreage of the campus or facil-
ity.’’. 

(m) ACCESS TO FEDERAL REAL PROPERTY 
COUNCIL MEETINGS AND REPORTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Assets Sale 
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; 
Public Law 114–287) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 26. ACCESS TO FEDERAL REAL PROPERTY 

COUNCIL MEETINGS AND REPORTS. 
‘‘The Federal Real Property Council estab-

lished by subsection (a) of section 623 of title 
40, United States Code, shall ensure that the 
Board has access to any meetings of the Fed-
eral Real Property Council and any reports 
required under that section, subject to the 
condition that the Board enters into a 
memorandum of understanding relating to 
public disclosure with the Administrator and 
the Federal Real Property Council before the 
Board has access to those meetings and re-
ports.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Federal Assets 
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (Public Law 
114–287; 130 Stat. 1463) is amended by insert-
ing after the item relating to section 25 the 
following: 
‘‘Sec. 26. Access to Federal Real Property 

Council meetings and reports.’’. 
(n) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 3(9) of the Federal Assets Sale 

and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; 
Public Law 114–287) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 12(e)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 12(f)’’. 

(2) Section 14(g)(1)(A) of the Federal Assets 
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 
note; Public Law 114–287) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 12(g)’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 12(h)’’. 

(o) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 16(b)(1) of the Federal Assets 

Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 
note; Public Law 114–287) is amended, in the 
second sentence, by striking ‘‘of General 
Services’’. 

(2) Section 21(a) of the Federal Assets Sale 
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; 
Public Law 114–287) is amended by striking 
‘‘of General Services’’. 

(3) Section 24 of the Federal Assets Sale 
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; 
Public Law 114–287) is amended, in each of 
subsections (a), (b), and (c), by striking ‘‘of 
General Services’’. 

(4) Section 25(b) of the Federal Assets Sale 
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; 
Public Law 114–287) is amended by striking 
‘‘of General Services’’. 

SA 3073. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, 
Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. SCHUMER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 

SEC. ll. NET ASSESSMENT OF ARTIFICIAL GEN-
ERAL INTELLIGENCE. 

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall, 
acting through the Office of Net Assessment, 
conduct a study to analyze the impact of fu-
ture developments in artificial general intel-
ligence on the military readiness and eco-
nomic competitiveness of the United States. 

(b) SCENARIOS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In conducting the study 

required by subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall analyze multiple scenarios in which a 
specified artificial intelligence capability is 
assumed to exist and the goal is to under-
stand what the implications would be on the 
United States military and the broader 
United States economy. 

(2) LEVELS OF CAPABILITY.—Each scenario 
analyzed under paragraph (1) shall assume 
the existence of a certain level of capability 
to perform intellectual or physical tasks 
using software or hardware, but without 
human involvement, and may assume a spe-
cific cost of this artificial intelligence capa-
bility, such as the ability to perform all job 
tasks that a typical human would perform at 
a specified price. 

(3) DYNAMIC CAPABILITIES.—Scenarios ana-
lyzed under this subsection may allow the 
capabilities of artificial intelligence systems 
to increase over time instead of remaining 
fixed. 

(c) PROPERTIES.—The study conducted 
under subsection (a) shall have the following 
properties: 

(1) A taxonomy of levels of artificial gen-
eral intelligence. To the degree possible, 
such taxonomy shall be developed in con-
junction with relevant experts in the Federal 
Government or outside of government and 
shall be as consistent as possible with any 
similar taxonomy developed by such experts. 

(2) At least one scenario under subsection 
(b) shall assume the existence of an artificial 
general intelligence system that is more in-
telligent than any human. 

(d) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the 
findings of the Secretary with respect to the 
study conducted under subsection (a). 

(2) FORM.—The report submitted pursuant 
to paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified 
annex. 

(e) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the submittal of the report under 
subsection (d), the Secretary shall provide 
the congressional defense committees a 
briefing on the main findings of the Sec-
retary with respect to the study conducted 
under subsection (a). 

SA 3074. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, 
Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. SCHUMER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XXXI, add 
the following: 
SEC. 3123. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND NA-

TIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY. 
(a) REQUIREMENTS ON COMMERCIAL ARTIFI-

CIAL INTELLIGENCE PROVIDERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any commercial cloud 

computing service that provides unclassified 
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access to artificial intelligence systems on 
its platform, and which in general offers 
software services in a classified computing 
environment to the National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration or the Department of 
Defense, shall, at the request of the Adminis-
trator, offer a particular artificial intel-
ligence system in a classified computing en-
vironment at no cost to the National Nu-
clear Security Administration, upon a deter-
mination by the Administrator that the 
specified artificial intelligence system is rel-
evant for performing evaluations of risks 
posed to national nuclear security by that 
artificial intelligence system, or similar ar-
tificial intelligence systems. 

(2) ASSISTANCE.—Developers of any such ar-
tificial intelligence systems shall provide 
any necessary design and engineering assist-
ance necessary to support the usage of those 
systems in the classified computing environ-
ment. 

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator for Nuclear Security shall 
provide to the congressional defense commit-
tees a classified briefing that includes— 

(1) a description of the work performed by 
the National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion in response to Executive Order 14110 (88 
Fed. Reg. 75191; relating to safe, secure, and 
trustworthy development and use of artifi-
cial intelligence) and the evaluations con-
ducted pursuant to subsection (a) to under-
stand the national security risks posed by 
artificial intelligence; 

(2) a description of the extent to which 
commercial and open source artificial intel-
ligence systems can generate sensitive or 
classified information about nuclear weap-
ons, and whether any such systems are de-
veloped using classified information; 

(3) a description of the status of authori-
ties for running commercial and open source 
artificial intelligence systems on classified 
computational infrastructure; 

(4) a summary of potential risk mitigation 
and response options in the event that Re-
stricted Data (as that term is defined in sec-
tion 11 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 
U.S.C. 2014)) is discovered on, or generated 
by, commercial or open source artificial in-
telligence systems; 

(5) recommendations regarding the infra-
structure and personnel needed to continue 
to evaluate the national security risks of ar-
tificial intelligence systems; and 

(6) recommendations on the legal authori-
ties needed by the National Nuclear Security 
Administration to address national security 
risks of artificial intelligence systems. 

SA 3075. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. LEE) 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by Mr. THUNE to the bill S. 
2073, to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative report-
ing requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Kids Online Safety and Privacy Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

TITLE I—KIDS ONLINE SAFETY 
Sec. 101. Definitions. 
Sec. 102. Duty of care. 
Sec. 103. Safeguards for minors. 
Sec. 104. Disclosure. 

Sec. 105. Transparency. 
Sec. 106. Research on social media and mi-

nors. 
Sec. 107. Market research. 
Sec. 108. Age verification study and report. 
Sec. 109. Guidance. 
Sec. 110. Enforcement. 
Sec. 111. Kids online safety council. 
Sec. 112. Effective date. 
Sec. 113. Rules of construction and other 

matters. 
TITLE II—CHILDREN AND TEEN’S 

ONLINE PRIVACY 
Sec. 201. Online collection, use, disclosure, 

and deletion of personal infor-
mation of children and teens. 

Sec. 202. Study and reports of mobile and 
online application oversight 
and enforcement. 

Sec. 203. GAO study. 
Sec. 204. Severability. 

TITLE III—ELIMINATING USELESS 
REPORTS 

Sec. 301. Sunsets for agency reports. 
TITLE IV—SCREEN ACT 

Sec. 401. Short title. 
Sec. 402. Findings; sense of Congress. 
Sec. 403. Definitions. 
Sec. 404. Technology verification measures. 
Sec. 405. Consultation requirements. 
Sec. 406. Commission requirements. 
Sec. 407. Enforcement. 
Sec. 408. GAO report. 
Sec. 409. Severability clause. 

TITLE I—KIDS ONLINE SAFETY 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child’’ means an in-

dividual who is under the age of 13. 
(2) COMPULSIVE USAGE.—The term ‘‘compul-

sive usage’’ means any response stimulated 
by external factors that causes an individual 
to engage in repetitive behavior reasonably 
likely to cause psychological distress. 

(3) COVERED PLATFORM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered plat-

form’’ means an online platform, online 
video game, messaging application, or video 
streaming service that connects to the inter-
net and that is used, or is reasonably likely 
to be used, by a minor. 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The term ‘‘covered plat-
form’’ does not include— 

(i) an entity acting in its capacity as a pro-
vider of— 

(I) a common carrier service subject to the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.) and all Acts amendatory thereof and 
supplementary thereto; 

(II) a broadband internet access service (as 
such term is defined for purposes of section 
8.1(b) of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, 
or any successor regulation); 

(III) an email service; 
(IV) a teleconferencing or video confer-

encing service that allows reception and 
transmission of audio or video signals for 
real-time communication, provided that— 

(aa) the service is not an online platform, 
including a social media service or social 
network; and 

(bb) the real-time communication is initi-
ated by using a unique link or identifier to 
facilitate access; or 

(V) a wireless messaging service, including 
such a service provided through short mes-
saging service or multimedia messaging 
service protocols, that is not a component of, 
or linked to, an online platform and where 
the predominant or exclusive function is di-
rect messaging consisting of the trans-
mission of text, photos or videos that are 
sent by electronic means, where messages 
are transmitted from the sender to a recipi-
ent, and are not posted within an online 
platform or publicly; 

(ii) an organization not organized to carry 
on business for its own profit or that of its 
members; 

(iii) any public or private preschool, ele-
mentary, or secondary school, or any insti-
tution of vocational, professional, or higher 
education; 

(iv) a library (as defined in section 213(1) of 
the Library Services and Technology Act (20 
U.S.C. 9122(1))); 

(v) a news or sports coverage website or 
app where— 

(I) the inclusion of video content on the 
website or app is related to the website or 
app’s own gathering, reporting, or publishing 
of news content or sports coverage; and 

(II) the website or app is not otherwise an 
online platform; 

(vi) a product or service that primarily 
functions as business-to-business software, a 
cloud storage, file sharing, or file collabora-
tion service, provided that the product or 
service is not an online platform; or 

(vii) a virtual private network or similar 
service that exists solely to route internet 
traffic between locations. 

(4) DESIGN FEATURE.—The term ‘‘design 
feature’’ means any feature or component of 
a covered platform that will encourage or in-
crease the frequency, time spent, or activity 
of minors on the covered platform. Design 
features include— 

(A) infinite scrolling or auto play; 
(B) rewards for time spent on the platform; 
(C) notifications; 
(D) personalized recommendation systems; 
(E) in-game purchases; or 
(F) appearance altering filters. 
(5) GEOLOCATION.—The term ‘‘geolocation’’ 

means information sufficient to identify 
street name and name of a city or town. 

(6) INDIVIDUAL-SPECIFIC ADVERTISING TO MI-
NORS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘individual- 
specific advertising to minors’’ means adver-
tising or any other effort to market a prod-
uct or service that is directed to a specific 
minor or a device that is linked or reason-
ably linkable to a minor based on— 

(i) the personal data of— 
(I) the minor; or 
(II) a group of minors who are similar in 

sex, age, income level, race, or ethnicity to 
the specific minor to whom the product or 
service is marketed; 

(ii) profiling of a minor or group of minors; 
or 

(iii) a unique identifier of the device. 
(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘individual- 

specific advertising to minors’’ shall not in-
clude— 

(i) advertising or marketing to an indi-
vidual or the device of an individual in re-
sponse to the individual’s specific request for 
information or feedback, such as a minor’s 
current search query; 

(ii) contextual advertising, such as when 
an advertisement is displayed based on the 
content of the covered platform on which the 
advertisement appears and does not vary 
based on personal data related to the viewer; 

(iii) processing personal data solely for 
measuring or reporting advertising or con-
tent performance, reach, or frequency, in-
cluding independent measurement; 

(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subparagraph (A) shall be construed to pro-
hibit a covered platform that knows an indi-
vidual is under the age of 17 from delivering 
advertising or marketing that is age-appro-
priate for the individual involved and in-
tended for a child or teen audience (as appli-
cable), so long as the covered platform does 
not use any personal data other than wheth-
er the user is under the age of 17 to deliver 
such advertising or marketing. 

(7) KNOW OR KNOWS.—The term ‘‘know’’ or 
‘‘knows’’ means to have actual knowledge or 
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knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances. 

(8) MENTAL HEALTH DISORDER.—The term 
‘‘mental health disorder’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘mental disorder’’ in the Di-
agnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Health Disorders, 5th Edition (or the most 
current successor edition). 

(9) MICROTRANSACTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘microtrans-

action’’ means a purchase made in an online 
video game (including a purchase made using 
a virtual currency that is purchasable or re-
deemable using cash or credit or that is in-
cluded as part of a paid subscription service). 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—Such term includes a pur-
chase involving surprise mechanics, new 
characters, or in-game items. 

(C) EXCLUSIONS.—Such term does not in-
clude— 

(i) a purchase made in an online video 
game using a virtual currency that is earned 
through gameplay and is not otherwise pur-
chasable or redeemable using cash or credit 
or included as part of a paid subscription 
service; or 

(ii) a purchase of additional levels within 
the game or an overall expansion of the 
game. 

(10) MINOR.—The term ‘‘minor’’ means an 
individual who is under the age of 17. 

(11) ONLINE PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘online 
platform’’ means any public-facing website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application that predominantly provides a 
community forum for user generated con-
tent, such as sharing videos, images, games, 
audio files, or other content, including a so-
cial media service, social network, or virtual 
reality environment. 

(12) ONLINE VIDEO GAME.—The term ‘‘online 
video game’’ means a video game, including 
an educational video game, that connects to 
the internet and that— 

(A) allows a user to— 
(i) create and upload content other than 

content that is incidental to gameplay, such 
as character or level designs created by the 
user, preselected phrases, or short inter-
actions with other users; 

(ii) engage in microtransactions within the 
game; or 

(iii) communicate with other users; or 
(B) incorporates individual-specific adver-

tising to minors. 
(13) PARENT.—The term ‘‘parent’’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 1302 of 
the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act 
(15 U.S.C. 6501). 

(14) PERSONAL DATA.—The term ‘‘personal 
data’’ has the same meaning as the term 
‘‘personal information’’ as defined in section 
1302 of the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act (15 U.S.C. 6501). 

(15) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—The term ‘‘personalized recommenda-
tion system’’ means a fully or partially auto-
mated system used to suggest, promote, or 
rank content, including other users, 
hashtags, or posts, based on the personal 
data of users. A recommendation system 
that suggests, promotes, or ranks content 
based solely on the user’s language, city or 
town, or age shall not be considered a per-
sonalized recommendation system. 

(16) SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE.—The 
term ‘‘sexual exploitation and abuse’’ means 
any of the following: 

(A) Coercion and enticement, as described 
in section 2422 of title 18, United States 
Code. 

(B) Child sexual abuse material, as de-
scribed in sections 2251, 2252, 2252A, and 2260 
of title 18, United States Code. 

(C) Trafficking for the production of im-
ages, as described in section 2251A of title 18, 
United States Code. 

(D) Sex trafficking of children, as de-
scribed in section 1591 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

(17) USER.—The term ‘‘user’’ means, with 
respect to a covered platform, an individual 
who registers an account or creates a profile 
on the covered platform. 
SEC. 102. DUTY OF CARE. 

(a) PREVENTION OF HARM TO MINORS.—A 
covered platform shall exercise reasonable 
care in the creation and implementation of 
any design feature to prevent and mitigate 
the following harms to minors: 

(1) Consistent with evidence-informed med-
ical information, content that is distributed 
with the intent to exacerbate the following 
mental health disorders: anxiety, depression, 
eating disorders, substance use disorders, 
and suicidal behaviors. 

(2) Patterns of use that indicate or encour-
age addiction-like behaviors by minors. 

(3) Physical violence, online bullying, and 
harassment of the minor. 

(4) Sexual exploitation and abuse of mi-
nors. 

(5) Promotion and marketing of narcotic 
drugs (as defined in section 102 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)), to-
bacco products, gambling, or alcohol. 

(6) Promotion and marketing of obscene 
matter (as that term is used in section 1470 
of title 18, United States Code). 

(7) Predatory, unfair, or deceptive mar-
keting practices, or other financial harms. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Nothing in subsection (a) 
shall be construed to require a covered plat-
form to prevent or preclude any minor 
from— 

(1) deliberately and independently search-
ing for, or specifically requesting, content; 
or 

(2) accessing resources and information re-
garding the prevention or mitigation of the 
harms described in subsection (a). 
SEC. 103. SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS. 

(a) SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS.— 
(1) SAFEGUARDS.—A covered platform shall 

provide a user or visitor that the covered 
platform knows is a minor with readily-ac-
cessible and easy-to-use safeguards to, as ap-
plicable— 

(A) limit the ability of other users or visi-
tors to communicate with the minor; 

(B) prevent other users or visitors, whether 
registered or not, from viewing the minor’s 
personal data collected by or shared on the 
covered platform, in particular restricting 
public access to personal data; 

(C) limit design features that encourage or 
increase the frequency, time spent, or activ-
ity of minors on the covered platform, such 
as infinite scrolling, auto playing, rewards 
for time spent on the platform, notifications, 
and other design features that result in com-
pulsive usage of the covered platform by the 
minor; 

(D) control personalized recommendation 
systems, including the ability for a minor to 
have at least 1 of the following options— 

(i) opt out of such personalized rec-
ommendation systems, while still allowing 
the display of content based on a chrono-
logical format; or 

(ii) limit types or categories of rec-
ommendations from such systems; and 

(E) restrict the sharing of the geolocation 
of the minor and provide notice regarding 
the tracking of the minor’s geolocation. 

(2) OPTIONS.—A covered platform shall pro-
vide a user that the covered platform knows 
is a minor with readily-accessible and easy- 
to-use options to— 

(A) delete the minor’s account and delete 
any personal data collected from, or shared 
by, the minor on the covered platform; or 

(B) limit the amount of time spent by the 
minor on the covered platform. 

(3) DEFAULT SAFEGUARD SETTINGS FOR MI-
NORS.—A covered platform shall provide 
that, in the case of a user or visitor that the 
platform knows is a minor, the default set-
ting for any safeguard described under para-
graph (1) shall be the option available on the 
platform that provides the most protective 
level of control that is offered by the plat-
form over privacy and safety for that user or 
visitor. 

(b) PARENTAL TOOLS.— 
(1) TOOLS.—A covered platform shall pro-

vide readily-accessible and easy-to-use set-
tings for parents to support a user that the 
platform knows is a minor with respect to 
the user’s use of the platform. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The parental tools pro-
vided by a covered platform shall include— 

(A) the ability to manage a minor’s pri-
vacy and account settings, including the 
safeguards and options established under 
subsection (a), in a manner that allows par-
ents to— 

(i) view the privacy and account settings; 
and 

(ii) in the case of a user that the platform 
knows is a child, change and control the pri-
vacy and account settings; 

(B) the ability to restrict purchases and fi-
nancial transactions by the minor, where ap-
plicable; and 

(C) the ability to view metrics of total 
time spent on the covered platform and re-
strict time spent on the covered platform by 
the minor. 

(3) NOTICE TO MINORS.—A covered platform 
shall provide clear and conspicuous notice to 
a user when the tools described in this sub-
section are in effect and what settings or 
controls have been applied. 

(4) DEFAULT TOOLS.—A covered platform 
shall provide that, in the case of a user that 
the platform knows is a child, the tools re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall be enabled 
by default. 

(5) APPLICATION TO EXISTING ACCOUNTS.—If, 
prior to the effective date of this subsection, 
a covered platform provided a parent of a 
user that the platform knows is a child with 
notice and the ability to enable the parental 
tools described under this subsection in a 
manner that would otherwise comply with 
this subsection, and the parent opted out of 
enabling such tools, the covered platform is 
not required to enable such tools with re-
spect to such user by default when this sub-
section takes effect. 

(c) REPORTING MECHANISM.— 
(1) REPORTS SUBMITTED BY PARENTS, MI-

NORS, AND SCHOOLS.—A covered platform 
shall provide— 

(A) a readily-accessible and easy-to-use 
means to submit reports to the covered plat-
form of harms to a minor; 

(B) an electronic point of contact specific 
to matters involving harms to a minor; and 

(C) confirmation of the receipt of such a re-
port and, within the applicable time period 
described in paragraph (2), a substantive re-
sponse to the individual that submitted the 
report. 

(2) TIMING.—A covered platform shall es-
tablish an internal process to receive and 
substantively respond to such reports in a 
reasonable and timely manner, but in no 
case later than— 

(A) 10 days after the receipt of a report, if, 
for the most recent calendar year, the plat-
form averaged more than 10,000,000 active 
users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; 

(B) 21 days after the receipt of a report, if, 
for the most recent calendar year, the plat-
form averaged less than 10,000,000 active 
users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; and 

(C) notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and 
(B), if the report involves an imminent 
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threat to the safety of a minor, as promptly 
as needed to address the reported threat to 
safety. 

(d) ADVERTISING OF ILLEGAL PRODUCTS.—A 
covered platform shall not facilitate the ad-
vertising of narcotic drugs (as defined in sec-
tion 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 
U.S.C. 802)), tobacco products, gambling, or 
alcohol to an individual that the covered 
platform knows is a minor. 

(e) RULES OF APPLICATION.— 
(1) ACCESSIBILITY.—With respect to safe-

guards and parental tools described under 
subsections (a) and (b), a covered platform 
shall provide— 

(A) information and control options in a 
clear and conspicuous manner that takes 
into consideration the differing ages, capac-
ities, and developmental needs of the minors 
most likely to access the covered platform 
and does not encourage minors or parents to 
weaken or disable safeguards or parental 
tools; 

(B) readily-accessible and easy-to-use con-
trols to enable or disable safeguards or pa-
rental tools, as appropriate; and 

(C) information and control options in the 
same language, form, and manner as the cov-
ered platform provides the product or service 
used by minors and their parents. 

(2) DARK PATTERNS PROHIBITION.—It shall 
be unlawful for any covered platform to de-
sign, modify, or manipulate a user interface 
of a covered platform with the purpose or 
substantial effect of subverting or impairing 
user autonomy, decision-making, or choice 
with respect to safeguards or parental tools 
required under this section. 

(3) TIMING CONSIDERATIONS.— 
(A) NO INTERRUPTION TO GAMEPLAY.—Sub-

sections (a)(1)(C) and (b)(3) shall not require 
an online video game to interrupt the nat-
ural sequence of game play, such as pro-
gressing through game levels or finishing a 
competition. 

(B) APPLICATION OF CHANGES TO OFFLINE DE-
VICES OR ACCOUNTS.—If a user’s device or user 
account does not have access to the internet 
at the time of a change to parental tools, a 
covered platform shall apply changes the 
next time the device or user is connected to 
the internet. 

(4) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to— 

(A) prevent a covered platform from taking 
reasonable measures to— 

(i) block, detect, or prevent the distribu-
tion of unlawful, obscene, or other harmful 
material to minors as described in section 
102(a); or 

(ii) block or filter spam, prevent criminal 
activity, or protect the security of a plat-
form or service; 

(B) require the disclosure of a minor’s 
browsing behavior, search history, messages, 
contact list, or other content or metadata of 
their communications; 

(C) prevent a covered platform from using 
a personalized recommendation system to 
display content to a minor if the system 
only uses information on— 

(i) the language spoken by the minor; 
(ii) the city the minor is located in; or 
(iii) the minor’s age; or 
(D) prevent an online video game from dis-

closing a username or other user identifica-
tion for the purpose of competitive gameplay 
or to allow for the reporting of users. 

(f) DEVICE OR CONSOLE CONTROLS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section 

shall be construed to prohibit a covered plat-
form from integrating its products or service 
with, or duplicate controls or tools provided 
by, third-party systems, including operating 
systems or gaming consoles, to meet the re-
quirements imposed under subsections (a) 
and (b) relating to safeguards for minors and 
parental tools, provided that— 

(A) the controls or tools meet such require-
ments; and 

(B) the minor or parent is provided suffi-
cient notice of the integration and use of the 
parental tools. 

(2) PRESERVATION OF PROTECTIONS.—In the 
event of a conflict between the controls or 
tools of a third-party system, including oper-
ating systems or gaming consoles, and a cov-
ered platform, the covered platform is not 
required to override the controls or tools of 
a third-party system if it would undermine 
the protections for minors from the safe-
guards or parental tools imposed under sub-
sections (a) and (b). 
SEC. 104. DISCLOSURE. 

(a) NOTICE.— 
(1) REGISTRATION OR PURCHASE.—Prior to 

registration or purchase of a covered plat-
form by an individual that the platform 
knows is a minor, the platform shall provide 
clear, conspicuous, and easy-to-understand— 

(A) notice of the policies and practices of 
the covered platform with respect to per-
sonal data and safeguards for minors; 

(B) information about how to access the 
safeguards and parental tools required under 
section 103; and 

(C) notice about whether the covered plat-
form uses or makes available to minors a 
product, service, or design feature, including 
any personalized recommendation system, 
that poses any heightened risk of harm to 
minors. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.— 
(A) NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—In the 

case of an individual that a covered platform 
knows is a child, the platform shall addition-
ally provide information about the parental 
tools and safeguards required under section 
103 to a parent of the child and obtain 
verifiable parental consent (as defined in sec-
tion 1302(9) of the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501(9))) from the 
parent prior to the initial use of the covered 
platform by the child. 

(B) REASONABLE EFFORT.—A covered plat-
form shall be deemed to have satisfied the 
requirement described in subparagraph (A) if 
the covered platform is in compliance with 
the requirements of the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501 et 
seq.) to use reasonable efforts (taking into 
consideration available technology) to pro-
vide a parent with the information described 
in subparagraph (A) and to obtain verifiable 
parental consent as required. 

(3) CONSOLIDATED NOTICES.—For purposes of 
this title, a covered platform may consoli-
date the process for providing information 
under this subsection and obtaining 
verifiable parental consent or the consent of 
the minor involved (as applicable) as re-
quired under this subsection with its obliga-
tions to provide relevant notice and obtain 
verifiable consent under the Children’s On-
line Privacy Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501 et 
seq.). 

(4) GUIDANCE.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion may issue guidance to assist covered 
platforms in complying with the specific no-
tice requirements of this subsection. 

(b) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—A covered platform that operates a 
personalized recommendation system shall 
set out in its terms and conditions, in a 
clear, conspicuous, and easy-to-understand 
manner— 

(1) an overview of how such personalized 
recommendation system is used by the cov-
ered platform to provide information to mi-
nors, including how such systems use the 
personal data of minors; and 

(2) information about options for minors or 
their parents to opt out of or control the per-
sonalized recommendation system (as appli-
cable). 

(c) ADVERTISING AND MARKETING INFORMA-
TION AND LABELS.— 

(1) INFORMATION AND LABELS.—A covered 
platform that facilitates advertising aimed 
at users that the platform knows are minors 
shall provide clear, conspicuous, and easy-to- 
understand labels and information, which 
can be provided through a link to another 
web page or disclosure, to minors on adver-
tisements regarding— 

(A) the name of the product, service, or 
brand and the subject matter of an advertise-
ment; 

(B) if the covered platform engages in indi-
vidual-specific advertising to minors, why a 
particular advertisement is directed to a spe-
cific minor, including material information 
about how the minor’s personal data is used 
to direct the advertisement to the minor; 
and 

(C) whether particular media displayed to 
the minor is an advertisement or marketing 
material, including disclosure of endorse-
ments of products, services, or brands made 
for commercial consideration by other users 
of the platform. 

(2) GUIDANCE.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion may issue guidance to assist covered 
platforms in complying with the require-
ments of this subsection, including guidance 
about the minimum level of information and 
labels for the disclosures required under 
paragraph (1). 

(d) RESOURCES FOR PARENTS AND MINORS.— 
A covered platform shall provide to minors 
and parents clear, conspicuous, easy-to-un-
derstand, and comprehensive information in 
a prominent location, which may include a 
link to a web page, regarding— 

(1) its policies and practices with respect 
to personal data and safeguards for minors; 
and 

(2) how to access the safeguards and tools 
required under section 103. 

(e) RESOURCES IN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES.— 
A covered platform shall ensure, to the ex-
tent practicable, that the disclosures re-
quired by this section are made available in 
the same language, form, and manner as the 
covered platform provides any product or 
service used by minors and their parents. 
SEC. 105. TRANSPARENCY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
not less frequently than once a year, a cov-
ered platform shall issue a public report de-
scribing the reasonably foreseeable risks of 
harms to minors and assessing the preven-
tion and mitigation measures taken to ad-
dress such risk based on an independent, 
third-party audit conducted through reason-
able inspection of the covered platform. 

(b) SCOPE OF APPLICATION.—The require-
ments of this section shall apply to a covered 
platform if— 

(1) for the most recent calendar year, the 
platform averaged more than 10,000,000 ac-
tive users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; and 

(2) the platform predominantly provides a 
community forum for user-generated con-
tent and discussion, including sharing vid-
eos, images, games, audio files, discussion in 
a virtual setting, or other content, such as 
acting as a social media platform, virtual re-
ality environment, or a social network serv-
ice. 

(c) CONTENT.— 
(1) TRANSPARENCY.—The public reports re-

quired of a covered platform under this sec-
tion shall include— 

(A) an assessment of the extent to which 
the platform is likely to be accessed by mi-
nors; 

(B) a description of the commercial inter-
ests of the covered platform in use by mi-
nors; 

(C) an accounting, based on the data held 
by the covered platform, of— 
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(i) the number of users using the covered 

platform that the platform knows to be mi-
nors in the United States; 

(ii) the median and mean amounts of time 
spent on the platform by users known to be 
minors in the United States who have 
accessed the platform during the reporting 
year on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis; 
and 

(iii) the amount of content being accessed 
by users that the platform knows to be mi-
nors in the United States that is in English, 
and the top 5 non-English languages used by 
users accessing the platform in the United 
States; 

(D) an accounting of total reports received 
regarding, and the prevalence (which can be 
based on scientifically valid sampling meth-
ods using the content available to the cov-
ered platform in the normal course of busi-
ness) of content related to, the harms de-
scribed in section 102(a), disaggregated by 
category of harm and language, including 
English and the top 5 non-English languages 
used by users accessing the platform from 
the United States (as identified under sub-
paragraph (C)(iii)); and 

(E) a description of any material breaches 
of parental tools or assurances regarding mi-
nors, representations regarding the use of 
the personal data of minors, and other mat-
ters regarding non-compliance with this 
title. 

(2) REASONABLY FORESEEABLE RISK OF HARM 
TO MINORS.—The public reports required of a 
covered platform under this section shall in-
clude— 

(A) an assessment of the reasonably fore-
seeable risk of harms to minors posed by the 
covered platform, specifically identifying 
those physical, mental, developmental, or fi-
nancial harms described in section 102(a); 

(B) a description of whether and how the 
covered platform uses design features that 
encourage or increase the frequency, time 
spent, or activity of minors on the covered 
platform, such as infinite scrolling, auto 
playing, rewards for time spent on the plat-
form, notifications, and other design fea-
tures that result in compulsive usage of the 
covered platform by the minor; 

(C) a description of whether, how, and for 
what purpose the platform collects or proc-
esses categories of personal data that may 
cause reasonably foreseeable risk of harms 
to minors; 

(D) an evaluation of the efficacy of safe-
guards for minors and parental tools under 
section 103, and any issues in delivering such 
safeguards and the associated parental tools; 

(E) an evaluation of any other relevant 
matters of public concern over risk of harms 
to minors associated with the use of the cov-
ered platform; and 

(F) an assessment of differences in risk of 
harm to minors across different English and 
non-English languages and efficacy of safe-
guards in those languages. 

(3) MITIGATION.—The public reports re-
quired of a covered platform under this sec-
tion shall include, for English and the top 5 
non-English languages used by users access-
ing the platform from the United States (as 
identified under paragraph (2)(C)(iii)))— 

(A) a description of the safeguards and pa-
rental tools available to minors and parents 
on the covered platform; 

(B) a description of interventions by the 
covered platform when it had or has reason 
to believe that harms to minors could occur; 

(C) a description of the prevention and 
mitigation measures intended to be taken in 
response to the known and emerging risks 
identified in its assessment of reasonably 
foreseeable risks of harms to minors, includ-
ing steps taken to— 

(i) prevent harms to minors, including 
adapting or removing design features or ad-
dressing through parental tools; 

(ii) provide the most protective level of 
control over privacy and safety by default; 
and 

(iii) adapt recommendation systems to 
mitigate reasonably foreseeable risk of 
harms to minors, as described in section 
102(a); 

(D) a description of internal processes for 
handling reports and automated detection 
mechanisms for harms to minors, including 
the rate, timeliness, and effectiveness of re-
sponses under the requirement of section 
103(c); 

(E) the status of implementing prevention 
and mitigation measures identified in prior 
assessments; and 

(F) a description of the additional meas-
ures to be taken by the covered platform to 
address the circumvention of safeguards for 
minors and parental tools. 

(d) REASONABLE INSPECTION.—In con-
ducting an inspection of the reasonably fore-
seeable risk of harm to minors under this 
section, an independent, third-party auditor 
shall— 

(1) take into consideration the function of 
personalized recommendation systems; 

(2) consult parents and youth experts, in-
cluding youth and families with relevant 
past or current experience, public health and 
mental health nonprofit organizations, 
health and development organizations, and 
civil society with respect to the prevention 
of harms to minors; 

(3) conduct research based on experiences 
of minors that use the covered platform, in-
cluding reports under section 103(c) and in-
formation provided by law enforcement; 

(4) take account of research, including re-
search regarding design features, marketing, 
or product integrity, industry best practices, 
or outside research; 

(5) consider indicia or inferences of age of 
users, in addition to any self-declared infor-
mation about the age of users; and 

(6) take into consideration differences in 
risk of reasonably foreseeable harms and ef-
fectiveness of safeguards across English and 
non-English languages. 

(e) COOPERATION WITH INDEPENDENT, THIRD- 
PARTY AUDIT.—To facilitate the report re-
quired by subsection (c), a covered platform 
shall— 

(1) provide or otherwise make available to 
the independent third-party conducting the 
audit all information and material in its pos-
session, custody, or control that is relevant 
to the audit; 

(2) provide or otherwise make available to 
the independent third-party conducting the 
audit access to all network, systems, and as-
sets relevant to the audit; and 

(3) disclose all relevant facts to the inde-
pendent third-party conducting the audit, 
and not misrepresent in any manner, ex-
pressly or by implication, any relevant fact. 

(f) PRIVACY SAFEGUARDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In issuing the public re-

ports required under this section, a covered 
platform shall take steps to safeguard the 
privacy of its users, including ensuring that 
data is presented in a de-identified, aggre-
gated format such that it is not reasonably 
linkable to any user. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section 
shall not be construed to require the disclo-
sure of information that will lead to mate-
rial vulnerabilities for the privacy of users 
or the security of a covered platform’s serv-
ice or create a significant risk of the viola-
tion of Federal or State law. 

(3) DEFINITION OF DE-IDENTIFIED.—As used 
in this subsection, the term ‘‘de-identified’’ 
means data that does not identify and is not 
linked or reasonably linkable to a device 

that is linked or reasonably linkable to an 
individual, regardless of whether the infor-
mation is aggregated 

(g) LOCATION.—The public reports required 
under this section should be posted by a cov-
ered platform on an easy to find location on 
a publicly-available website. 
SEC. 106. RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND MI-

NORS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Federal Trade Commission. 
(2) NATIONAL ACADEMY.—The term ‘‘Na-

tional Academy’’ means the National Acad-
emy of Sciences. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(b) RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA HARMS.— 
Not later than 12 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy, under which the National 
Academy shall conduct no less than 5 sci-
entific, comprehensive studies and reports on 
the risk of harms to minors by use of social 
media and other online platforms, including 
in English and non-English languages. 

(c) MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED.—In con-
tracting with the National Academy, the 
Commission, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall seek to commission separate 
studies and reports, using the Commission’s 
authority under section 6(b) of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46(b)), on 
the relationship between social media and 
other online platforms as defined in this title 
on the following matters: 

(1) Anxiety, depression, eating disorders, 
and suicidal behaviors. 

(2) Substance use disorders and the use of 
narcotic drugs, tobacco products, gambling, 
or alcohol by minors. 

(3) Sexual exploitation and abuse. 
(4) Addiction-like use of social media and 

design factors that lead to unhealthy and 
harmful overuse of social media. 

(d) ADDITIONAL STUDY.—Not earlier than 4 
years after enactment, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy under which the National 
Academy shall conduct an additional study 
and report covering the matters described in 
subsection (c) for the purposes of providing 
additional information, considering new re-
search, and other matters. 

(e) CONTENT OF REPORTS.— The comprehen-
sive studies and reports conducted pursuant 
to this section shall seek to evaluate im-
pacts and advance understanding, knowl-
edge, and remedies regarding the harms to 
minors posed by social media and other on-
line platforms, and may include rec-
ommendations related to public policy. 

(f) ACTIVE STUDIES.—If the National Acad-
emy is engaged in any active studies on the 
matters described in subsection (c) at the 
time that it enters into a contract with the 
Commission to conduct a study under this 
section, it may base the study to be con-
ducted under this section on the active 
study, so long as it otherwise incorporates 
the requirements of this section. 

(g) COLLABORATION.—In designing and con-
ducting the studies under this section, the 
Commission, the Secretary, and the National 
Academy shall consult with the Surgeon 
General and the Kids Online Safety Council. 

(h) ACCESS TO DATA.— 
(1) FACT-FINDING AUTHORITY.—The Commis-

sion may issue orders under section 6(b) of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
46(b)) to require covered platforms to provide 
reports, data, or answers in writing as nec-
essary to conduct the studies required under 
this section. 

(2) SCOPE.—In exercising its authority 
under paragraph (1), the Commission may 
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issue orders to no more than 5 covered plat-
forms per study under this section. 

(3) CONFIDENTIAL ACCESS.—Notwith-
standing section 6(f) or 21 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46, 57b–2), 
the Commission shall enter in agreements 
with the National Academy to share appro-
priate information received from a covered 
platform pursuant to an order under such 
subsection (b) for a comprehensive study 
under this section in a confidential and se-
cure manner, and to prohibit the disclosure 
or sharing of such information by the Na-
tional Academy. Nothing in this paragraph 
shall be construed to preclude the disclosure 
of any such information if authorized or re-
quired by any other law. 
SEC. 107. MARKET RESEARCH. 

(a) MARKET RESEARCH BY COVERED PLAT-
FORMS.—The Federal Trade Commission, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Com-
merce, shall issue guidance for covered plat-
forms seeking to conduct market- and prod-
uct-focused research on minors. Such guid-
ance shall include— 

(1) a standard consent form that provides 
minors and their parents a clear, con-
spicuous, and easy-to-understand expla-
nation of the scope and purpose of the re-
search to be conducted that is available in 
English and the top 5 non-English languages 
used in the United States; 

(2) information on how to obtain informed 
consent from the parent of a minor prior to 
conducting such market- and product-fo-
cused research; and 

(3) recommendations for research practices 
for studies that may include minors, 
disaggregated by the age ranges of 0-5, 6-9, 
10-12, and 13-16. 

(b) TIMING.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion shall issue such guidance not later than 
18 months after the date of enactment of this 
Act. In doing so, they shall seek input from 
members of the public and the representa-
tives of the Kids Online Safety Council es-
tablished under section 111. 
SEC. 108. AGE VERIFICATION STUDY AND RE-

PORT. 
(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Commerce, in 

coordination with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and the Federal Trade 
Commission, shall conduct a study evalu-
ating the most technologically feasible 
methods and options for developing systems 
to verify age at the device or operating sys-
tem level. 

(b) CONTENTS.—Such study shall consider 
— 

(1) the benefits of creating a device or op-
erating system level age verification system; 

(2) what information may need to be col-
lected to create this type of age verification 
system; 

(3) the accuracy of such systems and their 
impact or steps to improve accessibility, in-
cluding for individuals with disabilities; 

(4) how such a system or systems could 
verify age while mitigating risks to user pri-
vacy and data security and safeguarding mi-
nors’ personal data, emphasizing minimizing 
the amount of data collected and processed 
by covered platforms and age verification 
providers for such a system; 

(5) the technical feasibility, including the 
need for potential hardware and software 
changes, including for devices currently in 
commerce and owned by consumers; and 

(6) the impact of different age verification 
systems on competition, particularly the 
risk of different age verification systems cre-
ating barriers to entry for small companies. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the agen-
cies described in subsection (a) shall submit 
a report containing the results of the study 
conducted under such subsection to the Com-

mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 
SEC. 109. GUIDANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Federal Trade Commission, in consultation 
with the Kids Online Safety Council estab-
lished under section 111, shall issue guidance 
to— 

(1) provide information and examples for 
covered platforms and auditors regarding the 
following, with consideration given to dif-
ferences across English and non-English lan-
guages— 

(A) identifying design features that en-
courage or increase the frequency, time 
spent, or activity of minors on the covered 
platform; 

(B) safeguarding minors against the pos-
sible misuse of parental tools; 

(C) best practices in providing minors and 
parents the most protective level of control 
over privacy and safety; 

(D) using indicia or inferences of age of 
users for assessing use of the covered plat-
form by minors; 

(E) methods for evaluating the efficacy of 
safeguards set forth in this title; and 

(F) providing additional parental tool op-
tions that allow parents to address the 
harms described in section 102(a); and 

(2) outline conduct that does not have the 
purpose or substantial effect of subverting or 
impairing user autonomy, decision-making, 
or choice, or of causing, increasing, or en-
couraging compulsive usage for a minor, 
such as— 

(A) de minimis user interface changes de-
rived from testing consumer preferences, in-
cluding different styles, layouts, or text, 
where such changes are not done with the 
purpose of weakening or disabling safeguards 
or parental tools; 

(B) algorithms or data outputs outside the 
control of a covered platform; and 

(C) establishing default settings that pro-
vide enhanced privacy protection to users or 
otherwise enhance their autonomy and deci-
sion-making ability. 

(b) GUIDANCE ON KNOWLEDGE STANDARD.— 
Not later than 18 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Federal Trade 
Commission shall issue guidance to provide 
information, including best practices and ex-
amples, for covered platforms to understand 
how the Commission would determine 
whether a covered platform ‘‘had knowledge 
fairly implied on the basis of objective cir-
cumstances’’ for purposes of this title. 

(c) LIMITATION ON FEDERAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION GUIDANCE.— 

(1) EFFECT OF GUIDANCE.—No guidance 
issued by the Federal Trade Commission 
with respect to this title shall— 

(A) confer any rights on any person, State, 
or locality; or 

(B) operate to bind the Federal Trade Com-
mission or any court, person, State, or local-
ity to the approach recommended in such 
guidance. 

(2) USE IN ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS.—In any 
enforcement action brought pursuant to this 
title, the Federal Trade Commission or a 
State attorney general, as applicable— 

(A) shall allege a violation of a provision of 
this title; and 

(B) may not base such enforcement action 
on, or execute a consent order based on, 
practices that are alleged to be inconsistent 
with guidance issued by the Federal Trade 
Commission with respect to this title, unless 
the practices are alleged to violate a provi-
sion of this title. 
For purposes of enforcing this title, State at-
torneys general shall take into account any 

guidance issued by the Commission under 
subsection (b). 
SEC. 110. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) ENFORCEMENT BY FEDERAL TRADE COM-
MISSION.— 

(1) UNFAIR AND DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of this title shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed 
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-

mission (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Commission’’) shall enforce this title in the 
same manner, by the same means, and with 
the same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as 
though all applicable terms and provisions of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
41 et seq.) were incorporated into and made 
a part of this title. 

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son that violates this title shall be subject to 
the penalties, and entitled to the privileges 
and immunities, provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
title shall be construed to limit the author-
ity of the Commission under any other provi-
sion of law. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) CIVIL ACTIONS.—In any case in which 

the attorney general of a State has reason to 
believe that a covered platform has violated 
or is violating section 103, 104, or 105, the 
State, as parens patriae, may bring a civil 
action on behalf of the residents of the State 
in a district court of the United States or a 
State court of appropriate jurisdiction to— 

(i) enjoin any practice that violates sec-
tion 103, 104, or 105; 

(ii) enforce compliance with section 103, 
104, or 105; 

(iii) on behalf of residents of the State, ob-
tain damages, restitution, or other com-
pensation, each of which shall be distributed 
in accordance with State law; or 

(iv) obtain such other relief as the court 
may consider to be appropriate. 

(B) NOTICE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Before filing an action 

under subparagraph (A), the attorney gen-
eral of the State involved shall provide to 
the Commission— 

(I) written notice of that action; and 
(II) a copy of the complaint for that action. 
(ii) EXEMPTION.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) shall not apply 

with respect to the filing of an action by an 
attorney general of a State under this para-
graph if the attorney general of the State de-
termines that it is not feasible to provide the 
notice described in that clause before the fil-
ing of the action. 

(II) NOTIFICATION.—In an action described 
in subclause (I), the attorney general of a 
State shall provide notice and a copy of the 
complaint to the Commission at the same 
time as the attorney general files the action. 

(2) INTERVENTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—On receiving notice under 

paragraph (1)(B), the Commission shall have 
the right to intervene in the action that is 
the subject of the notice. 

(B) EFFECT OF INTERVENTION.—If the Com-
mission intervenes in an action under para-
graph (1), it shall have the right— 

(i) to be heard with respect to any matter 
that arises in that action; and 

(ii) to file a petition for appeal. 
(3) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of bring-

ing any civil action under paragraph (1), 
nothing in this title shall be construed to 
prevent an attorney general of a State from 
exercising the powers conferred on the attor-
ney general by the laws of that State to— 
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(A) conduct investigations; 
(B) administer oaths or affirmations; or 
(C) compel the attendance of witnesses or 

the production of documentary and other 
evidence. 

(4) ACTIONS BY THE COMMISSION.—In any 
case in which an action is instituted by or on 
behalf of the Commission for violation of 
this title, no State may, during the pendency 
of that action, institute a separate action 
under paragraph (1) against any defendant 
named in the complaint in the action insti-
tuted by or on behalf of the Commission for 
that violation. 

(5) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.— 
(A) VENUE.—Any action brought under 

paragraph (1) may be brought in— 
(i) the district court of the United States 

that meets applicable requirements relating 
to venue under section 1391 of title 28, United 
States Code; or 

(ii) a State court of competent jurisdic-
tion. 

(B) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action 
brought under paragraph (1) in a district 
court of the United States, process may be 
served wherever defendant— 

(i) is an inhabitant; or 
(ii) may be found. 
(6) LIMITATION.—A violation of section 102 

shall not form the basis of liability in any 
action brought by the attorney general of a 
State under a State law. 
SEC. 111. KIDS ONLINE SAFETY COUNCIL. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Commerce shall establish 
and convene the Kids Online Safety Council 
for the purpose of providing advice on mat-
ters related to this title. 

(b) PARTICIPATION.—The Kids Online Safety 
Council shall include diverse participation 
from— 

(1) academic experts, health professionals, 
and members of civil society with expertise 
in mental health, substance use disorders, 
harm reduction as it relates to early expo-
sures to pornographic material, and the pre-
vention of harms to minors; 

(2) representatives in academia and civil 
society with specific expertise in privacy, 
free expression, access to information, and 
civil liberties; 

(3) parents and youth representation; 
(4) representatives of covered platforms; 
(5) representatives of the National Tele-

communications and Information Adminis-
tration, the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services; 

(6) State attorneys general or their des-
ignees acting in State or local government; 

(7) educators; and 
(8) representatives of faith-based organiza-

tions. 
(c) ACTIVITIES.—The matters to be ad-

dressed by the Kids Online Safety Council 
shall include— 

(1) identifying emerging or current risks of 
harms to minors associated with online plat-
forms; 

(2) recommending measures and methods 
for assessing, preventing, and mitigating 
harms to minors online; 

(3) recommending methods and themes for 
conducting research regarding online harms 
to minors, including in English and non- 
English languages; and 

(4) recommending best practices and clear, 
consensus-based technical standards for 
transparency reports and audits, as required 
under this title, including methods, criteria, 
and scope to promote overall accountability. 

(d) NON-APPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Kids 
Online Safety Council shall not be subject to 
chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code 

(commonly referred to as the ‘‘Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act’’). 
SEC. 112. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this title, 
this title shall take effect on the date that is 
18 months after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 113. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER 

MATTERS. 
(a) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Noth-

ing in this title shall be construed to— 
(1) preempt section 444 of the General Edu-

cation Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g, com-
monly known as the ‘‘Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974’’) or other 
Federal or State laws governing student pri-
vacy; 

(2) preempt the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) 
or any rule or regulation promulgated under 
such Act; 

(3) authorize any action that would con-
flict with section 18(h) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(h)); or 

(4) expand or limit the scope of section 230 
of the Communications Act of 1934 (com-
monly known as ‘‘section 230 of the Commu-
nications Decency Act of 1996’’) (47 U.S.C. 
230). 

(b) DETERMINATION OF ‘‘FAIRLY IMPLIED ON 
THE BASIS OF OBJECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES’’.— 
For purposes of enforcing this title, in mak-
ing a determination as to whether covered 
platform has knowledge fairly implied on the 
basis of objective circumstances that a spe-
cific user is a minor, the Federal Trade Com-
mission or a State attorney general shall 
rely on competent and reliable evidence, 
taking into account the totality of the cir-
cumstances, including whether a reasonable 
and prudent person under the circumstances 
would have known that the user is a minor. 

(c) PROTECTIONS FOR PRIVACY.—Nothing in 
this title, including a determination de-
scribed in subsection (b), shall be construed 
to require— 

(1) the affirmative collection of any per-
sonal data with respect to the age of users 
that a covered platform is not already col-
lecting in the normal course of business; or 

(2) a covered platform to implement an age 
gating or age verification functionality. 

(d) COMPLIANCE.—Nothing in this title 
shall be construed to restrict a covered plat-
form’s ability to— 

(1) cooperate with law enforcement agen-
cies regarding activity that the covered plat-
form reasonably and in good faith believes 
may violate Federal, State, or local laws, 
rules, or regulations; 

(2) comply with a lawful civil, criminal, or 
regulatory inquiry, subpoena, or summons 
by Federal, State, local, or other govern-
ment authorities; or 

(3) investigate, establish, exercise, respond 
to, or defend against legal claims. 

(e) APPLICATION TO VIDEO STREAMING SERV-
ICES.—A video streaming service shall be 
deemed to be in compliance with this title if 
it predominantly consists of news, sports, 
entertainment, or other video programming 
content that is preselected by the provider 
and not user-generated, and— 

(1) any chat, comment, or interactive 
functionality is provided incidental to, di-
rectly related to, or dependent on provision 
of such content; 

(2) if such video streaming service requires 
account owner registration and is not pre-
dominantly news or sports, the service in-
cludes the capability— 

(A) to limit a minor’s access to the service, 
which may utilize a system of age-rating; 

(B) to limit the automatic playing of on- 
demand content selected by a personalized 
recommendation system for an individual 
that the service knows is a minor; 

(C) to provide an individual that the serv-
ice knows is a minor with readily-accessible 
and easy-to-use options to delete an account 
held by the minor and delete any personal 
data collected from the minor on the service, 
or, in the case of a service that allows a par-
ent to create a profile for a minor, to allow 
a parent to delete the minor’s profile, and to 
delete any personal data collected from the 
minor on the service; 

(D) for a parent to manage a minor’s pri-
vacy and account settings, and restrict pur-
chases and financial transactions by a 
minor, where applicable; 

(E) to provide an electronic point of con-
tact specific to matters described in this 
paragraph; 

(F) to offer a clear, conspicuous, and easy- 
to-understand notice of its policies and prac-
tices with respect to personal data and the 
capabilities described in this paragraph; and 

(G) when providing on-demand content, to 
employ measures that safeguard against 
serving advertising for narcotic drugs (as de-
fined in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)), tobacco prod-
ucts, gambling, or alcohol directly to the ac-
count or profile of an individual that the 
service knows is a minor. 

(f) APPLICATION TO PARTICULAR VIEW-
POINTS.—Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to require a covered platform to alter 
a design feature in such a manner that would 
result in particular viewpoints being throt-
tled, suppressed, or censored. 
TITLE II—CHILDREN AND TEEN’S ONLINE 

PRIVACY 
SEC. 201. ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DISCLO-

SURE, AND DELETION OF PERSONAL 
INFORMATION OF CHILDREN AND 
TEENS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1302 of the Chil-
dren’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 
(15 U.S.C. 6501) is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) OPERATOR.—The term ‘operator’— 
‘‘(A) means any person— 
‘‘(i) who, for commercial purposes, in inter-

state or foreign commerce operates or pro-
vides a website on the internet, an online 
service, an online application, or a mobile 
application; and 

‘‘(ii) who— 
‘‘(I) collects or maintains, either directly 

or through a service provider, personal infor-
mation from or about the users of that 
website, service, or application; 

‘‘(II) allows another person to collect per-
sonal information directly from users of that 
website, service, or application (in which 
case, the operator is deemed to have col-
lected the information); or 

‘‘(III) allows users of that website, service, 
or application to publicly disclose personal 
information (in which case, the operator is 
deemed to have collected the information); 
and 

‘‘(B) does not include any nonprofit entity 
that would otherwise be exempt from cov-
erage under section 5 of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 45).’’; 

(2) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) the release of personal information 

collected from a child or teen by an operator 
for any purpose, except where the personal 
information is provided to a person other 
than an operator who— 

‘‘(i) provides support for the internal oper-
ations of the website, online service, online 
application, or mobile application of the op-
erator, excluding any activity relating to in-
dividual-specific advertising to children or 
teens; and 

‘‘(ii) does not disclose or use that personal 
information for any other purpose; and’’; and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:17 Jul 25, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JY6.033 S24JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5381 July 24, 2024 
(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 

each place the term appears; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘website or online service’’ 

and inserting ‘‘website, online service, online 
application, or mobile application’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘actual knowledge’’ and 
inserting ‘‘actual knowledge or knowledge 
fairly implied on the basis of objective cir-
cumstances’’; 

(3) by striking paragraph (8) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(8) PERSONAL INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘personal in-

formation’ means individually identifiable 
information about an individual collected 
online, including— 

‘‘(i) a first and last name; 
‘‘(ii) a home or other physical address in-

cluding street name and name of a city or 
town; 

‘‘(iii) an e-mail address; 
‘‘(iv) a telephone number; 
‘‘(v) a Social Security number; 
‘‘(vi) any other identifier that the Commis-

sion determines permits the physical or on-
line contacting of a specific individual; 

‘‘(vii) a persistent identifier that can be 
used to recognize a specific child or teen 
over time and across different websites, on-
line services, online applications, or mobile 
applications, including but not limited to a 
customer number held in a cookie, an Inter-
net Protocol (IP) address, a processor or de-
vice serial number, or unique device identi-
fier, but excluding an identifier that is used 
by an operator solely for providing support 
for the internal operations of the website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application; 

‘‘(viii) a photograph, video, or audio file 
where such file contains a specific child’s or 
teen’s image or voice; 

‘‘(ix) geolocation information; 
‘‘(x) information generated from the meas-

urement or technological processing of an in-
dividual’s biological, physical, or physio-
logical characteristics that is used to iden-
tify an individual, including— 

‘‘(I) fingerprints; 
‘‘(II) voice prints; 
‘‘(III) iris or retina imagery scans; 
‘‘(IV) facial templates; 
‘‘(V) deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) informa-

tion; or 
‘‘(VI) gait; or 
‘‘(xi) information linked or reasonably 

linkable to a child or teen or the parents of 
that child or teen (including any unique 
identifier) that an operator collects online 
from the child or teen and combines with an 
identifier described in this subparagraph. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘personal infor-
mation’ shall not include an audio file that 
contains a child’s or teen’s voice so long as 
the operator— 

‘‘(i) does not request information via voice 
that would otherwise be considered personal 
information under this paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) provides clear notice of its collection 
and use of the audio file and its deletion pol-
icy in its privacy policy; 

‘‘(iii) only uses the voice within the audio 
file solely as a replacement for written 
words, to perform a task, or engage with a 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application, such as to perform a 
search or fulfill a verbal instruction or re-
quest; and 

‘‘(iv) only maintains the audio file long 
enough to complete the stated purpose and 
then immediately deletes the audio file and 
does not make any other use of the audio file 
prior to deletion. 

‘‘(C) SUPPORT FOR THE INTERNAL OPER-
ATIONS OF A WEBSITE, ONLINE SERVICE, ONLINE 
APPLICATION, OR MOBILE APPLICATION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(vii), the term ‘support for the in-
ternal operations of a website, online serv-
ice, online application, or mobile applica-
tion’ means those activities necessary to— 

‘‘(I) maintain or analyze the functioning of 
the website, online service, online applica-
tion, or mobile application; 

‘‘(II) perform network communications; 
‘‘(III) authenticate users of, or personalize 

the content on, the website, online service, 
online application, or mobile application; 

‘‘(IV) serve contextual advertising, pro-
vided that any persistent identifier is only 
used as necessary for technical purposes to 
serve the contextual advertisement, or cap 
the frequency of advertising; 

‘‘(V) protect the security or integrity of 
the user, website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application; 

‘‘(VI) ensure legal or regulatory compli-
ance, or 

‘‘(VII) fulfill a request of a child or teen as 
permitted by subparagraphs (A) through (C) 
of section 1303(b)(2). 

‘‘(ii) CONDITION.—Except as specifically 
permitted under clause (i), information col-
lected for the activities listed in clause (i) 
cannot be used or disclosed to contact a spe-
cific individual, including through indi-
vidual-specific advertising to children or 
teens, to amass a profile on a specific indi-
vidual, in connection with processes that en-
courage or prompt use of a website or online 
service, or for any other purpose.’’; 

(4) by amending paragraph (9) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(9) VERIFIABLE CONSENT.—The term 
‘verifiable consent’ means any reasonable ef-
fort (taking into consideration available 
technology), including a request for author-
ization for future collection, use, and disclo-
sure described in the notice, to ensure that, 
in the case of a child, a parent of the child, 
or, in the case of a teen, the teen— 

‘‘(A) receives direct notice of the personal 
information collection, use, and disclosure 
practices of the operator; and 

‘‘(B) before the personal information of the 
child or teen is collected, freely and unam-
biguously authorizes— 

‘‘(i) the collection, use, and disclosure, as 
applicable, of that personal information; and 

‘‘(ii) any subsequent use of that personal 
information.’’; 

(5) in paragraph (10)— 
(A) in the paragraph header, by striking 

‘‘WEBSITE OR ONLINE SERVICE DIRECTED TO 
CHILDREN’’ and inserting ‘‘WEBSITE, ONLINE 
SERVICE, ONLINE APPLICATION, OR MOBILE AP-
PLICATION DIRECTED TO CHILDREN’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘website or online service’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—In consid-
ering whether a website, online service, on-
line application, or mobile application, or 
portion thereof, is directed to children, the 
Commission shall apply a totality of cir-
cumstances test and will also consider com-
petent and reliable empirical evidence re-
garding audience composition and evidence 
regarding the intended audience of the 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application.’’; and 

(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(13) CONNECTED DEVICE.—The term ‘con-

nected device’ means a device that is capable 
of connecting to the internet, directly or in-
directly, or to another connected device. 

‘‘(14) ONLINE APPLICATION.—The term ‘on-
line application’— 

‘‘(A) means an internet-connected software 
program; and 

‘‘(B) includes a service or application of-
fered via a connected device. 

‘‘(15) MOBILE APPLICATION.—The term ‘mo-
bile application’— 

‘‘(A) means a software program that runs 
on the operating system of— 

‘‘(i) a cellular telephone; 
‘‘(ii) a tablet computer; or 
‘‘(iii) a similar portable computing device 

that transmits data over a wireless connec-
tion; and 

‘‘(B) includes a service or application of-
fered via a connected device. 

‘‘(16) GEOLOCATION INFORMATION.—The term 
‘geolocation information’ means information 
sufficient to identify a street name and name 
of a city or town. 

‘‘(17) TEEN.—The term ‘teen’ means an in-
dividual who has attained age 13 and is under 
the age of 17. 

‘‘(18) INDIVIDUAL-SPECIFIC ADVERTISING TO 
CHILDREN OR TEENS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘individual- 
specific advertising to children or teens’ 
means advertising or any other effort to 
market a product or service that is directed 
to a specific child or teen or a connected de-
vice that is linked or reasonably linkable to 
a child or teen based on— 

‘‘(i) the personal information from— 
‘‘(I) the child or teen; or 
‘‘(II) a group of children or teens who are 

similar in sex, age, household income level, 
race, or ethnicity to the specific child or 
teen to whom the product or service is mar-
keted; 

‘‘(ii) profiling of a child or teen or group of 
children or teens; or 

‘‘(iii) a unique identifier of the connected 
device. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘individual- 
specific advertising to children or teens’ 
shall not include— 

‘‘(i) advertising or marketing to an indi-
vidual or the device of an individual in re-
sponse to the individual’s specific request for 
information or feedback, such as a child’s or 
teen’s current search query; 

‘‘(ii) contextual advertising, such as when 
an advertisement is displayed based on the 
content of the website, online service, online 
application, mobile application, or connected 
device in which the advertisement appears 
and does not vary based on personal informa-
tion related to the viewer; or 

‘‘(iii) processing personal information sole-
ly for measuring or reporting advertising or 
content performance, reach, or frequency, in-
cluding independent measurement. 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subparagraph (A) shall be construed to pro-
hibit an operator with actual knowledge or 
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances that a user is under 
the age of 17 from delivering advertising or 
marketing that is age-appropriate and in-
tended for a child or teen audience, so long 
as the operator does not use any personal in-
formation other than whether the user is 
under the age of 17.’’. 

(b) ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DISCLOSURE, 
AND DELETION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION OF 
CHILDREN AND TEENS.—Section 1303 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6502) is amended— 

(1) by striking the heading and inserting 
the following: ‘‘ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DIS-
CLOSURE, AND DELETION OF PERSONAL INFORMA-
TION OF CHILDREN AND TEENS.’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It is unlawful for an op-

erator of a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application directed to 
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children or for any operator of a website, on-
line service, online application, or mobile ap-
plication with actual knowledge or knowl-
edge fairly implied on the basis of objective 
circumstances that a user is a child or teen— 

‘‘(A) to collect personal information from a 
child or teen in a manner that violates the 
regulations prescribed under subsection (b); 

‘‘(B) except as provided in subparagraphs 
(B) and (C) of section 1302(18), to collect, use, 
disclose to third parties, or maintain per-
sonal information of a child or teen for pur-
poses of individual-specific advertising to 
children or teens (or to allow another person 
to collect, use, disclose, or maintain such in-
formation for such purpose); 

‘‘(C) to collect the personal information of 
a child or teen except when the collection of 
the personal information is— 

‘‘(i) consistent with the context of a par-
ticular transaction or service or the rela-
tionship of the child or teen with the oper-
ator, including collection necessary to fulfill 
a transaction or provide a product or service 
requested by the child or teen; or 

‘‘(ii) required or specifically authorized by 
Federal or State law; or 

‘‘(D) to store or transfer the personal infor-
mation of a child or teen outside of the 
United States unless the operator provides 
direct notice to the parent of the child, in 
the case of a child, or to the teen, in the case 
of a teen, that the child’s or teen’s personal 
information is being stored or transferred 
outside of the United States; or 

‘‘(E) to retain the personal information of 
a child or teen for longer than is reasonably 
necessary to fulfill a transaction or provide 
a service requested by the child or teen ex-
cept as required or specifically authorized by 
Federal or State law.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the header, by striking ‘‘PARENT’’ and 

inserting ‘‘ ‘PARENT OR TEEN’ ’’ 
(ii) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding para-

graph (1)’’ and inserting ‘‘Notwithstanding 
paragraph (1)(A)’’; 

(iii) by striking ‘‘of such a website or on-
line service’’; and 

(iv) by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(1)(B)(iii) to 
the parent of a child’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iv) to the parent of a child 
or under subsection (b)(1)(C)(iv) to a teen’’; 

(3) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘operator of any website’’ 

and all that follows through ‘‘from a child’’ 
and inserting ‘‘operator of a website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation directed to children or that has actual 
knowledge or knowledge fairly implied on 
the basis of objective circumstances that a 
user is a child or teen’’; 

(II) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘notice on the website’’ 

and inserting ‘‘clear and conspicuous notice 
on the website’’; 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teens’’ after ‘‘chil-
dren’’; 

(cc) by striking ‘‘, and the operator’s’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, the operator’s’’; and 

(dd) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
the rights and opportunities available to the 
parent of the child or teen under subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), and the procedures or 
mechanisms the operator uses to ensure that 
personal information is not collected from 
children or teens except in accordance with 
the regulations promulgated under this para-
graph;’’; 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘parental’’; 
(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teens’’ after ‘‘chil-

dren’’; 
(cc) by striking the semicolon at the end 

and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(IV) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(iii) to obtain verifiable consent from a 
parent of a child or from a teen before using 
or disclosing personal information of the 
child or teen for any purpose that is a mate-
rial change from the original purposes and 
disclosure practices specified to the parent 
of the child or the teen under clause (i);’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘website or online service’’ and in-
serting ‘‘operator’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and the 
method by which the operator obtained the 
personal information, and the purposes for 
which the operator collects, uses, discloses, 
and retains the personal information’’ before 
the semicolon; 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by inserting ‘‘to delete personal infor-

mation collected from the child or content 
or information submitted by the child to a 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application and’’ after ‘‘the oppor-
tunity at any time’’; and 

(bb) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 
semicolon; 

(IV) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv) and inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(iii) the opportunity to challenge the ac-
curacy of the personal information and, if 
the parent of the child establishes the inac-
curacy of the personal information, to have 
the inaccurate personal information cor-
rected;’’; and 

(V) in clause (iv), as so redesignated, by in-
serting ‘‘, if such information is available to 
the operator at the time the parent makes 
the request’’ before the semicolon; 

(iii) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) 
and (D) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively; 

(iv) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) require the operator to provide, upon 
the request of a teen under this subpara-
graph who has provided personal information 
to the operator, upon proper identification of 
that teen— 

‘‘(i) a description of the specific types of 
personal information collected from the teen 
by the operator, the method by which the op-
erator obtained the personal information, 
and the purposes for which the operator col-
lects, uses, discloses, and retains the per-
sonal information; 

‘‘(ii) the opportunity at any time to delete 
personal information collected from the teen 
or content or information submitted by the 
teen to a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application and to refuse 
to permit the operator’s further use or main-
tenance in retrievable form, or online collec-
tion, of personal information from the teen; 

‘‘(iii) the opportunity to challenge the ac-
curacy of the personal information and, if 
the teen establishes the inaccuracy of the 
personal information, to have the inaccurate 
personal information corrected; and 

‘‘(iv) a means that is reasonable under the 
circumstances for the teen to obtain any per-
sonal information collected from the teen, if 
such information is available to the operator 
at the time the teen makes the request;’’; 

(v) in subparagraph (D), as so redesig-
nated— 

(I) by striking ‘‘a child’s’’ and inserting ‘‘a 
child’s or teen’s’’; and 

(II) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘the 
child’’; and 

(vi) by amending subparagraph (E), as so 
redesignated, to read as follows: 

‘‘(E) require the operator to establish, im-
plement, and maintain reasonable security 
practices to protect the confidentiality, in-
tegrity, and accessibility of personal infor-

mation of children or teens collected by the 
operator, and to protect such personal infor-
mation against unauthorized access.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘verifiable parental con-
sent’’ and inserting ‘‘verifiable consent’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘collected 

from a child’’; 
(II) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘request 

from the child’’; and 
(III) by inserting ‘‘or teen or to contact an-

other child or teen’’ after ‘‘to recontact the 
child’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘parent or child’’ and in-

serting ‘‘parent or teen’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘parental consent’’ each 

place the term appears and inserting 
‘‘verifiable consent’’; 

(iv) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ each place 
the term appears; 

(II) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 

each place the term appears; and 
(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen, as applicable,’’ 

after ‘‘parent’’ each place the term appears; 
and 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘without notice to the 

parent’’ and inserting ‘‘without notice to the 
parent or teen, as applicable,’’; and 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 
each place the term appears; and 

(v) in subparagraph (D)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ each place 
the term appears; 

(II) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ 
after ‘‘child’’; and 

(III) in the flush text following clause 
(iii)— 

(aa) by inserting ‘‘or teen, as applicable,’’ 
after ‘‘parent’’ each place the term appears; 
and 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’; 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (4) and inserting after paragraph (2) 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION TO OPERATORS ACTING 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CIES OR INSTITUTIONS.—The regulations may 
provide that verifiable consent under para-
graph (1)(A)(ii) is not required for an oper-
ator that is acting under a written agree-
ment with an educational agency or institu-
tion (as defined in section 444 of the General 
Education Provisions Act (commonly known 
as the ‘Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act of 1974’) (20 U.S.C. 1232g(a)(3)) that, 
at a minimum, requires the— 

‘‘(A) operator to— 
‘‘(i) limit its collection, use, and disclosure 

of the personal information from a child or 
teen to solely educational purposes and for 
no other commercial purposes; 

‘‘(ii) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution with a notice of the specific types 
of personal information the operator will 
collect from the child or teen, the method by 
which the operator will obtain the personal 
information, and the purposes for which the 
operator will collect, use, disclose, and re-
tain the personal information; 

‘‘(iii) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution with a link to the operator’s online 
notice of information practices as required 
under subsection (b)(1)(A)(i); and 

‘‘(iv) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution, upon request, with a means to re-
view the personal information collected from 
a child or teen, to prevent further use or 
maintenance or future collection of personal 
information from a child or teen, and to de-
lete personal information collected from a 
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child or teen or content or information sub-
mitted by a child or teen to the operator’s 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application; 

‘‘(B) representative of the educational 
agency or institution to acknowledge and 
agree that they have authority to authorize 
the collection, use, and disclosure of per-
sonal information from children or teens on 
behalf of the educational agency or institu-
tion, along with such authorization, their 
name, and title at the educational agency or 
institution; and 

‘‘(C) educational agency or institution to— 
‘‘(i) provide on its website a notice that 

identifies the operator with which it has en-
tered into a written agreement under this 
subsection and provides a link to the opera-
tor’s online notice of information practices 
as required under paragraph (1)(A)(i); 

‘‘(ii) provide the operator’s notice regard-
ing its information practices, as required 
under subparagraph (A)(ii), upon request, to 
a parent, in the case of a child, or a parent 
or teen, in the case of a teen; and 

‘‘(iii) upon the request of a parent, in the 
case of a child, or a parent or teen, in the 
case of a teen, request the operator provide 
a means to review the personal information 
from the child or teen and provide the par-
ent, in the case of a child, or parent or teen, 
in the case of the teen, a means to review the 
personal information.’’; 

(D) by amending paragraph (4), as so redes-
ignated, to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) TERMINATION OF SERVICE.—The regula-
tions shall permit the operator of a website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application to terminate service provided to 
a child whose parent has refused, or a teen 
who has refused, under the regulations pre-
scribed under paragraphs (1)(B)(ii) and 
(1)(C)(ii), to permit the operator’s further use 
or maintenance in retrievable form, or fu-
ture online collection of, personal informa-
tion from that child or teen.’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(5) CONTINUATION OF SERVICE.—The regula-
tions shall prohibit an operator from dis-
continuing service provided to a child or 
teen on the basis of a request by the parent 
of the child or by the teen, under the regula-
tions prescribed under subparagraph (B) or 
(C) of paragraph (1), respectively, to delete 
personal information collected from the 
child or teen, to the extent that the operator 
is capable of providing such service without 
such information. 

‘‘(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—A request 
made pursuant to subparagraph (B) or (C) of 
paragraph (1) to delete or correct personal 
information of a child or teen shall not be 
construed— 

‘‘(A) to limit the authority of a law en-
forcement agency to obtain any content or 
information from an operator pursuant to a 
lawfully executed warrant or an order of a 
court of competent jurisdiction; 

‘‘(B) to require an operator or third party 
delete or correct information that— 

‘‘(i) any other provision of Federal or State 
law requires the operator or third party to 
maintain; or 

‘‘(ii) was submitted to the website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation of the operator by any person other 
than the user who is attempting to erase or 
otherwise eliminate the content or informa-
tion, including content or information sub-
mitted by the user that was republished or 
resubmitted by another person; or 

‘‘(C) to prohibit an operator from— 
‘‘(i) retaining a record of the deletion re-

quest and the minimum information nec-
essary for the purposes of ensuring compli-
ance with a request made pursuant to sub-
paragraph (B) or (C); 

‘‘(ii) preventing, detecting, protecting 
against, or responding to security incidents, 
identity theft, or fraud, or reporting those 
responsible for such actions; 

‘‘(iii) protecting the integrity or security 
of a website, online service, online applica-
tion or mobile application; or 

‘‘(iv) ensuring that the child’s or teen’s in-
formation remains deleted. 

‘‘(7) COMMON VERIFIABLE CONSENT MECHA-
NISM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) FEASIBILITY OF MECHANISM.—The Com-

mission shall assess the feasibility, with no-
tice and public comment, of allowing opera-
tors the option to use a common verifiable 
consent mechanism that fully meets the re-
quirements of this title. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—The feasibility as-
sessment described in clause (i) shall con-
sider whether a single operator could use a 
common verifiable consent mechanism to ob-
tain verifiable consent, as required under 
this title, from a parent of a child or from a 
teen on behalf of multiple, listed operators 
that provide a joint or related service. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, the 
Commission shall submit a report to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives with the findings 
of the assessment required by subparagraph 
(A). 

‘‘(C) REGULATIONS.—If the Commission 
finds that the use of a common verifiable 
consent mechanism is feasible and would 
meet the requirements of this title, the Com-
mission shall issue regulations to permit the 
use of a common verifiable consent mecha-
nism in accordance with the findings out-
lined in such report.’’; 

(4) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘a regula-
tion prescribed under subsection (a)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (B), (C), (D), or (E) of 
subsection (a)(1), or of a regulation pre-
scribed under subsection (b),’’; and 

(5) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(d) RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAW.—The 
provisions of this title shall preempt any 
State law, rule, or regulation only to the ex-
tent that such State law, rule, or regulation 
conflicts with a provision of this title. Noth-
ing in this title shall be construed to pro-
hibit any State from enacting a law, rule, or 
regulation that provides greater protection 
to children or teens than the provisions of 
this title.’’. 

(c) SAFE HARBORS.—Section 1304 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6503) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘and 
teens’’ after ‘‘children’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) PUBLICATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the restric-

tions described in paragraph (2), the Commis-
sion shall publish on the internet website of 
the Commission any report or documenta-
tion required by regulation to be submitted 
to the Commission to carry out this section. 

‘‘(2) RESTRICTIONS ON PUBLICATION.—The re-
strictions described in section 6(f) and sec-
tion 21 of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
(15 U.S.C. 46(f), 57b–2) applicable to the dis-
closure of information obtained by the Com-
mission shall apply in same manner to the 
disclosure under this subsection of informa-
tion obtained by the Commission from a re-
port or documentation described in para-
graph (1).’’. 

(d) ACTIONS BY STATES.—Section 1305 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6504) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-
fore ‘‘any regulation’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 1303(a)(1) or’’ before ‘‘the regulation’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘any regulation’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘that regulation’’. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION AND APPLICABILITY OF 
ACT.—Section 1306 of the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 
6505) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘, in the 

case of’’ and all that follows through ‘‘the 
Board of Directors of the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation;’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘by the appropriate Federal banking 
agency, with respect to any insured deposi-
tory institution (as those terms are defined 
in section 3 of that Act (12 U.S.C. 1813));’’; 
and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (3) through (6) as para-
graphs (2) through (5), respectively; 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘a rule’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘such rule’’ and inserting 

‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or a rule of the Commis-
sion under section 1303’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(f) DETERMINATION OF WHETHER AN OPER-
ATOR HAS KNOWLEDGE FAIRLY IMPLIED ON THE 
BASIS OF OBJECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES.— 

‘‘(1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes 
of enforcing this title or a regulation pro-
mulgated under this title, in making a deter-
mination as to whether an operator has 
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances that a specific user is 
a child or teen, the Commission or State at-
torneys general shall rely on competent and 
reliable evidence, taking into account the 
totality of the circumstances, including 
whether a reasonable and prudent person 
under the circumstances would have known 
that the user is a child or teen. Nothing in 
this title, including a determination de-
scribed in the preceding sentence, shall be 
construed to require an operator to— 

‘‘(A) affirmatively collect any personal in-
formation with respect to the age of a child 
or teen that an operator is not already col-
lecting in the normal course of business; or 

‘‘(B) implement an age gating or age 
verification functionality. 

‘‘(2) COMMISSION GUIDANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Within 180 days of en-

actment, the Commission shall issue guid-
ance to provide information, including best 
practices and examples for operators to un-
derstand the Commission’s determination of 
whether an operator has knowledge fairly 
implied on the basis of objective cir-
cumstances that a user is a child or teen. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—No guidance issued by 
the Commission with respect to this title 
shall confer any rights on any person, State, 
or locality, nor shall operate to bind the 
Commission or any person to the approach 
recommended in such guidance. In any en-
forcement action brought pursuant to this 
title, the Commission or State attorney gen-
eral, as applicable, shall allege a specific vio-
lation of a provision of this title. The Com-
mission or State attorney general, as appli-
cable, may not base an enforcement action 
on, or execute a consent order based on, 
practices that are alleged to be inconsistent 
with any such guidance, unless the practices 
allegedly violate this title. For purposes of 
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enforcing this title or a regulation promul-
gated under this title, State attorneys gen-
eral shall take into account any guidance 
issued by the Commission under subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(g) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT.—Any regu-
lations issued under this title shall include a 
description and analysis of the impact of 
proposed and final Rules on small entities 
per the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 (5 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.).’’. 
SEC. 202. STUDY AND REPORTS OF MOBILE AND 

ONLINE APPLICATION OVERSIGHT 
AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) OVERSIGHT REPORT.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Federal Trade Commission shall 
submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce 
of the House of Representatives a report on 
the processes of platforms that offer mobile 
and online applications for ensuring that, of 
those applications that are websites, online 
services, online applications, or mobile ap-
plications directed to children, the applica-
tions operate in accordance with— 

(1) this title, the amendments made by this 
title, and rules promulgated under this title; 
and 

(2) rules promulgated by the Commission 
under section 18 of the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a) relating to unfair 
or deceptive acts or practices in marketing. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT REPORT.—Not later than 
1 year after the date of enactment of this 
Act, and each year thereafter, the Federal 
Trade Commission shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that addresses, at a 
minimum— 

(1) the number of actions brought by the 
Commission during the reporting year to en-
force the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501) (referred to in 
this subsection as the ‘‘Act’’) and the out-
come of each such action; 

(2) the total number of investigations or 
inquiries into potential violations of the Act; 
during the reporting year; 

(3) the total number of open investigations 
or inquiries into potential violations of the 
Act as of the time the report is submitted; 

(4) the number and nature of complaints 
received by the Commission relating to an 
allegation of a violation of the Act during 
the reporting year; and 

(5) policy or legislative recommendations 
to strengthen online protections for children 
and teens. 
SEC. 203. GAO STUDY. 

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Comptroller General’’) shall conduct 
a study on the privacy of teens who use fi-
nancial technology products. Such study 
shall— 

(1) identify the type of financial tech-
nology products that teens are using; 

(2) identify the potential risks to teens’ 
privacy from using such financial technology 
products; and 

(3) determine whether existing laws are 
sufficient to address such risks to teens’ pri-
vacy. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this section, the 
Comptroller General shall submit to Con-
gress a report containing the results of the 
study conducted under subsection (a), to-
gether with recommendations for such legis-
lation and administrative action as the 
Comptroller General determines appropriate. 
SEC. 204. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title, or an amend-
ment made by this title, is determined to be 

unenforceable or invalid, the remaining pro-
visions of this title and the amendments 
made by this title shall not be affected. 

TITLE III—ELIMINATING USELESS 
REPORTS 

SEC. 301. SUNSETS FOR AGENCY REPORTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1125 of title 31, 

United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (d); 
(2) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BUDGET JUSTIFICATION MATERIALS.— 

The term ‘budget justification materials’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 3(b)(2) 
of the Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (31 U.S.C. 6101 note; 
Public Law 109–282). 

‘‘(2) PLAN OR REPORT.—The term ‘plan or 
report’ means any plan or report submitted 
to Congress, any committee of Congress, or 
subcommittee thereof, by not less than 1 
agency— 

‘‘(A) in accordance with Federal law; or 
‘‘(B) at the direction or request of a con-

gressional report. 
‘‘(3) RECURRING PLAN OR REPORT.—The term 

‘recurring plan or report’ means a plan or re-
port submitted on a recurring basis. 

‘‘(4) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COM-
MITTEE.—The term ‘relevant congressional 
committee’— 

‘‘(A) means a congressional committee to 
which a recurring plan or report is required 
to be submitted; and 

‘‘(B) does not include any plan or report 
that is required to be submitted solely to the 
Committee on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives or the Senate. 

‘‘(b) AGENCY IDENTIFICATION OF UNNECES-
SARY REPORTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency 
shall include in the budget justification ma-
terials of the agency the following: 

‘‘(A) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), the 
following: 

‘‘(i) A list of each recurring plan or report 
submitted by the agency. 

‘‘(ii) An identification of whether the re-
curring plan or report listed in clause (i) was 
included in the most recent report issued by 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
concerning the reports that any agency is re-
quired by law or directed or requested by a 
committee report to make to Congress, any 
committee of Congress, or subcommittee 
thereof. 

‘‘(iii) If applicable, the unique alpha-
numeric identifier for the recurring plan or 
report as required by section 7243(b)(1)(C)(vii) 
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public 
Law 117–263). 

‘‘(iv) The identification of any recurring 
plan or report the head of the agency deter-
mines to be outdated or duplicative. 

‘‘(B) With respect to each recurring plan or 
report identified in subparagraph (A)(iv), the 
following: 

‘‘(i) A recommendation on whether to sun-
set, modify, consolidate, or reduce the fre-
quency of the submission of the recurring 
plan or report. 

‘‘(ii) A citation to each provision of law or 
directive or request in a congressional report 
that requires or requests the submission of 
the recurring plan or report. 

‘‘(iii) A list of the relevant congressional 
committees for the recurring plan or report. 

‘‘(C) A justification explaining, with re-
spect to each recommendation described in 
subparagraph (B)(i) relating to a recurring 
plan or report— 

‘‘(i) why the head of the agency made the 
recommendation, which may include an esti-
mate of the resources expended by the agen-

cy to prepare and submit the recurring plan 
or report; and 

‘‘(ii) the understanding of the head of the 
agency of the purpose of the recurring plan 
or report. 

‘‘(2) AGENCY CONSULTATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In preparing the list re-

quired under paragraph (1)(A), if, in submit-
ting a recurring plan or report, an agency is 
required to coordinate or consult with an-
other agency or entity, the head of the agen-
cy submitting the recurring plan or report 
shall consult with the head of each agency or 
entity with whom consultation or coordina-
tion is required. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSION IN LIST.—If, after a con-
sultation under subparagraph (A), the head 
of each agency or entity consulted under 
that subparagraph agrees that a recurring 
plan or report is outdated or duplicative, the 
head of the agency required to submit the re-
curring plan or report shall— 

‘‘(i) include the recurring plan or report in 
the list described in paragraph (1)(A); and 

‘‘(ii) identify each agency or entity with 
which the head of the agency is required to 
coordinate or consult in submitting the re-
curring plan or report. 

‘‘(C) DISAGREEMENT.—If the head of any 
agency or entity consulted under subpara-
graph (A) does not agree that a recurring 
plan or report is outdated or duplicative, the 
head of the agency required to submit the re-
curring plan or report shall not include the 
recurring plan or report in the list described 
in paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(3) GOVERNMENT-WIDE OR MULTI-AGENCY 
PLAN AND REPORT SUBMISSIONS.—With respect 
to a recurring plan or report required to be 
submitted by not less than 2 agencies, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall— 

‘‘(A) determine whether the requirement to 
submit the recurring plan or report is out-
dated or duplicative; and 

‘‘(B) make recommendations to Congress 
accordingly. 

‘‘(4) PLAN AND REPORT SUBMISSIONS CON-
FORMITY TO THE ACCESS TO CONGRESSIONALLY 
MANDATED REPORTS ACT.—With respect to an 
agency recommendation, citation, or jus-
tification made under subparagraph (B) or 
(C) of paragraph (1) or a recommendation by 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget under paragraph (3), the agency 
or Director, as applicable, shall also provide 
this information to the Director of the Gov-
ernment Publishing Office in conformity 
with the agency submission requirements 
under section 7244(a) of the James M. Inhofe 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 
of title 44 note) in conformity with guidance 
issued by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under section 7244(b) of 
such Act. 

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION ON AGENCY RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Nothing in this section shall 
be construed to exempt the head of an agen-
cy from a requirement to submit a recurring 
plan or report.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘in the budget of the United States 
Government, as provided by section 
1105(a)(37)’’ and inserting ‘‘in the budget jus-
tification materials of each agency’’. 

(b) BUDGET CONTENTS.—Section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, is amended by 
striking paragraph (39). 

(c) CONFORMITY TO THE ACCESS TO CONGRES-
SIONALLY MANDATED REPORTS ACT.— 

(1) AMENDMENT.—Subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 7244 of the James M. Inhofe National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 of title 
44, United States Code, note), are amended to 
read as follows: 
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‘‘(a) SUBMISSION OF ELECTRONIC COPIES OF 

REPORTS.—Not earlier than 30 days or later 
than 60 days after the date on which a con-
gressionally mandated report is submitted to 
either House of Congress or to any com-
mittee of Congress or subcommittee thereof, 
the head of the Federal agency submitting 
the congressionally mandated report shall 
submit to the Director the information re-
quired under subparagraphs (A) through (D) 
of section 7243(b)(1) with respect to the con-
gressionally mandated report. Notwith-
standing section 7246, nothing in this sub-
title shall relieve a Federal agency of any 
other requirement to publish the congres-
sionally mandated report on the online por-
tal of the Federal agency or otherwise sub-
mit the congressionally mandated report to 
Congress or specific committees of Congress, 
or subcommittees thereof. 

‘‘(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section and periodically thereafter as appro-
priate, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, in consultation with the 
Director, shall issue guidance to agencies on 
the implementation of this subtitle as well 
as the requirements of section 1125(b) of title 
31, United States Code.’’. 

(2) UPDATED OMB GUIDANCE.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall issue updated 
guidance to agencies to ensure that the re-
quirements under subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 1125 of title 31, United States Code, 
as amended by this Act, for agency submis-
sions of recommendations and justifications 
for plans and reports to sunset, modify, con-
solidate, or reduce the frequency of the sub-
mission of are also submitted as a separate 
attachment in conformity with the agency 
submission requirements of electronic copies 
of reports submitted by agencies under sec-
tion 7244(a) of the James M. Inhofe National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (Public Law 117–263; chapter 41 of title 
44, United States Code, note) for publication 
on the online portal established under sec-
tion 7243 of such Act. 

TITLE IV—SCREEN ACT 
SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Shielding 
Children’s Retinas from Egregious Exposure 
on the Net Act’’ or the ‘‘SCREEN Act’’. 
SEC. 402. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Over the 3 decades preceding the date of 
enactment of this Act, Congress has passed 
several bills to protect minors from access to 
online pornographic content, including title 
V of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
(Public Law 104–104) (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Communications Decency Act’’), sec-
tion 231 of the Communications Act of 1934 
(47 U.S.C. 231) (commonly known as the 
‘‘Child Online Protection Act’’), and the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act (title 
XVII of division B of Public Law 106–554). 

(2) With the exception of the Children’s 
Internet Protection Act (title XVII of divi-
sion B of Public Law 106–554), the Supreme 
Court of the United States has struck down 
the previous efforts of Congress to shield 
children from pornographic content, finding 
that such legislation constituted a ‘‘compel-
ling government interest’’ but that it was 
not the least restrictive means to achieve 
such interest. In Ashcroft v. ACLU, 542 U.S. 
656 (2004), the Court even suggested at the 
time that ‘‘blocking and filtering software’’ 
could conceivably be a ‘‘primary alter-
native’’ to the requirements passed by Con-
gress. 

(3) In the nearly 2 decades since the Su-
preme Court of the United States suggested 

the use of ‘‘blocking and filtering software’’, 
such technology has proven to be ineffective 
in protecting minors from accessing online 
pornographic content. The Kaiser Family 
Foundation has found that filters do not 
work on 1 in 10 pornography sites accessed 
intentionally and 1 in 3 pornography sites 
that are accessed unintentionally. Further, 
it has been proven that children are able to 
bypass ‘‘blocking and filtering’’ software by 
employing strategic searches or measures to 
bypass the software completely. 

(4) Additionally, Pew Research has re-
vealed studies showing that only 39 percent 
of parents use blocking or filtering software 
for their minor’s online activities, meaning 
that 61 percent of children only have restric-
tions on their internet access when they are 
at school or at a library. 

(5) 17 States have now recognized pornog-
raphy as a public health hazard that leads to 
a broad range of individual harms, societal 
harms, and public health impacts. 

(6) It is estimated that 80 percent of minors 
between the ages of 12 to 17 have been ex-
posed to pornography, with 54 percent of 
teenagers seeking it out. The internet is the 
most common source for minors to access 
pornography with pornographic websites re-
ceiving more web traffic in the United States 
than Twitter, Netflix, Pinterest, and 
LinkedIn combined. 

(7) Exposure to online pornography has 
created unique psychological effects for mi-
nors, including anxiety, addiction, low self- 
esteem, body image disorders, an increase in 
problematic sexual activity at younger ages, 
and an increased desire among minors to en-
gage in risky sexual behavior. 

(8) The Supreme Court of the United States 
has recognized on multiple occasions that 
Congress has a ‘‘compelling government in-
terest’’ to protect the physical and psycho-
logical well-being of minors, which includes 
shielding them from ‘‘indecent’’ content that 
may not necessarily be considered ‘‘obscene’’ 
by adult standards. 

(9) Because ‘‘blocking and filtering soft-
ware’’ has not produced the results envi-
sioned nearly 2 decades ago, it is necessary 
for Congress to pursue alternative policies to 
enable the protection of the physical and 
psychological well-being of minors. 

(10) The evolution of our technology has 
now enabled the use of age verification tech-
nology that is cost efficient, not unduly bur-
densome, and can be operated narrowly in a 
manner that ensures only adults have access 
to a website’s online pornographic content. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) shielding minors from access to online 
pornographic content is a compelling gov-
ernment interest that protects the physical 
and psychological well-being of minors; and 

(2) requiring interactive computer services 
that are in the business of creating, hosting, 
or making available pornographic content to 
enact technological measures that shield mi-
nors from accessing pornographic content on 
their platforms is the least restrictive means 
for Congress to achieve its compelling gov-
ernment interest. 
SEC. 403. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) CHILD PORNOGRAPHY; MINOR.—The terms 

‘‘child pornography’’ and ‘‘minor’’ have the 
meanings given those terms in section 2256 of 
title 18, United States Code. 

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Trade Commission. 

(3) COVERED PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered platform’’— 

(A) means an entity— 
(i) that is an interactive computer service; 
(ii) that— 
(I) is engaged in interstate or foreign com-

merce; or 

(II) purposefully avails itself of the United 
States market or a portion thereof; and 

(iii) for which it is in the regular course of 
the trade or business of the entity to create, 
host, or make available content that meets 
the definition of harmful to minors under 
paragraph (4) and that is provided by the en-
tity, a user, or other information content 
provider, with the objective of earning a 
profit; and 

(B) includes an entity described in subpara-
graph (A) regardless of whether— 

(i) the entity earns a profit on the activi-
ties described in subparagraph (A)(iii); or 

(ii) creating, hosting, or making available 
content that meets the definition of harmful 
to minors under paragraph (4) is the sole 
source of income or principal business of the 
entity. 

(4) HARMFUL TO MINORS.—The term ‘‘harm-
ful to minors’’, with respect to a picture, 
image, graphic image file, film, videotape, or 
other visual depiction, means that the pic-
ture, image, graphic image file, film, video-
tape, or other depiction— 

(A)(i) taken as a whole and with respect to 
minors, appeals to the prurient interest in 
nudity, sex, or excretion; 

(ii) depicts, describes, or represents, in a 
patently offensive way with respect to what 
is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated 
sexual act or sexual contact, actual or simu-
lated normal or perverted sexual acts, or 
lewd exhibition of the genitals; and 

(iii) taken as a whole, lacks serious, lit-
erary, artistic, political, or scientific value 
as to minors; 

(B) is obscene; or 
(C) is child pornography. 
(5) INFORMATION CONTENT PROVIDER; INTER-

ACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE.—The terms ‘‘in-
formation content provider’’ and ‘‘inter-
active computer service’’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 230(f) of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 230(f)). 

(6) SEXUAL ACT; SEXUAL CONTACT.—The 
terms ‘‘sexual act’’ and ‘‘sexual contact’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 2246 of title 18, United States Code. 

(7) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE.— 
The term ‘‘technology verification measure’’ 
means technology that— 

(A) employs a system or process to deter-
mine whether it is more likely than not that 
a user of a covered platform is a minor; and 

(B) prevents access by minors to any con-
tent on a covered platform. 

(8) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE 
DATA.—The term ‘‘technology verification 
measure data’’ means information that— 

(A) identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably 
linkable to an individual or a device that 
identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably 
linkable to an individual; 

(B) is collected or processed for the purpose 
of fulfilling a request by an individual to ac-
cess any content on a covered platform; and 

(C) is collected and processed solely for the 
purpose of utilizing a technology verification 
measure and meeting the obligations im-
posed under this title. 
SEC. 404. TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEAS-

URES. 

(a) COVERED PLATFORM REQUIREMENTS.— 
Beginning on the date that is 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act, a covered 
platform shall adopt and utilize technology 
verification measures on the platform to en-
sure that— 

(1) users of the covered platform are not 
minors; and 

(2) minors are prevented from accessing 
any content on the covered platform that is 
harmful to minors. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR AGE VERIFICATION 
MEASURES.—In order to comply with the re-
quirement of subsection (a), the technology 
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verification measures adopted and utilized 
by a covered platform shall do the following: 

(1) Use a technology verification measure 
in order to verify a user’s age. 

(2) Provide that requiring a user to confirm 
that the user is not a minor shall not be suf-
ficient to satisfy the requirement of sub-
section (a). 

(3) Make publicly available the verification 
process that the covered platform is employ-
ing to comply with the requirements under 
this title. 

(4) Subject the Internet Protocol (IP) ad-
dresses, including known virtual proxy net-
work IP addresses, of all users of a covered 
platform to the technology verification 
measure described in paragraph (1) unless 
the covered platform determines based on 
available technology that a user is not lo-
cated within the United States. 

(c) CHOICE OF VERIFICATION MEASURES.—A 
covered platform may choose the specific 
technology verification measures to employ 
for purposes of complying with subsection 
(a), provided that the technology 
verification measure employed by the cov-
ered platform meets the requirements of sub-
section (b) and prohibits a minor from ac-
cessing the platform or any information on 
the platform that is obscene, child pornog-
raphy, or harmful to minors. 

(d) USE OF THIRD PARTIES.—A covered plat-
form may contract with a third party to em-
ploy technology verification measures for 
purposes of complying with subsection (a) 
but the use of such a third party shall not re-
lieve the covered platform of its obligations 
under this title or from liability under this 
title. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to require a 
covered platform to submit to the Commis-
sion any information that identifies, is 
linked to, or is reasonably linkable to a user 
of the covered platform or a device that 
identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably 
linkable to a user of the covered platform. 

(f) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE 
DATA SECURITY.—A covered platform shall— 

(1) establish, implement, and maintain rea-
sonable data security to— 

(A) protect the confidentiality, integrity, 
and accessibility of technology verification 
measure data collected by the covered plat-
form or a third party employed by the cov-
ered platform; and 

(B) protect such technology verification 
measure data against unauthorized access; 
and 

(2) retain the technology verification 
measure data for no longer than is reason-
ably necessary to utilize a technology 
verification measure or what is minimally 
necessary to demonstrate compliance with 
the obligations under this title. 
SEC. 405. CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS. 

In enforcing the requirements under sec-
tion 404, the Commission shall consult with 
the following individuals, including with re-
spect to the applicable standards and metrics 
for making a determination on whether a 
user of a covered platform is not a minor: 

(1) Individuals with experience in computer 
science and software engineering. 

(2) Individuals with experience in— 
(A) advocating for online child safety; or 
(B) providing services to minors who have 

been victimized by online child exploitation. 
(3) Individuals with experience in con-

sumer protection and online privacy. 
(4) Individuals who supply technology 

verification measure products or have exper-
tise in technology verification measure solu-
tions. 

(5) Individuals with experience in data se-
curity and cryptography. 
SEC. 406. COMMISSION REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall— 

(1) conduct regular audits of covered plat-
forms to ensure compliance with the require-
ments of section 404; 

(2) make public the terms and processes for 
the audits conducted under paragraph (1), in-
cluding the processes for any third party 
conducting an audit on behalf of the Com-
mission; 

(3) establish a process for each covered 
platform to submit only such documents or 
other materials as are necessary for the 
Commission to ensure full compliance with 
the requirements of section 404 when con-
ducting audits under this section; and 

(4) prescribe the appropriate documents, 
materials, or other measures required to 
demonstrate full compliance with the re-
quirements of section 404. 

(b) GUIDANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Commission shall issue guidance to assist 
covered platforms in complying with the re-
quirements of section 404. 

(2) LIMITATIONS ON GUIDANCE.—No guidance 
issued by the Commission with respect to 
this title shall confer any rights on any per-
son, State, or locality, nor shall operate to 
bind the Commission or any person to the 
approach recommended in such guidance. In 
any enforcement action brought pursuant to 
this title, the Commission shall allege a spe-
cific violation of a provision of this title. 
The Commission may not base an enforce-
ment action on, or execute a consent order 
based on, practices that are alleged to be in-
consistent with any such guidelines, unless 
the practices allegedly violate a provision of 
this title. 
SEC. 407. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACT OR PRAC-
TICE.—A violation of section 404 shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice under sec-
tion 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(b) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-

force section 404 in the same manner, by the 
same means, and with the same jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties as though all applicable 
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were 
incorporated into and made a part of this 
title. 

(2) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates section 404 shall be subject 
to the penalties and entitled to the privi-
leges and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
title shall be construed to limit the author-
ity of the Commission under any other provi-
sion of law. 
SEC. 408. GAO REPORT. 

Not later than 2 years after the date on 
which covered platforms are required to 
comply with the requirement of section 
404(a), the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall submit to Congress a report that 
includes— 

(1) an analysis of the effectiveness of the 
technology verification measures required 
under such section; 

(2) an analysis of rates of compliance with 
such section among covered platforms; 

(3) an analysis of the data security meas-
ures used by covered platforms in the age 
verification process; 

(4) an analysis of the behavioral, economic, 
psychological, and societal effects of imple-
menting technology verification measures; 

(5) recommendations to the Commission on 
improving enforcement of section 404(a), if 
any; and 

(6) recommendations to Congress on poten-
tial legislative improvements to this title, if 
any. 

SEC. 409. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 
If any provision of this Act, or the applica-

tion of such a provision to any person or cir-
cumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remaining provisions of this Act, and the 
application of such provisions to any other 
person or circumstance, shall not be affected 
thereby. 

SA 3076. Mr. MARSHALL (for himself 
and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

TITLE ll—COOPER DAVIS AND DEVIN 
NORRING ACT 

SEC. ll01. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Cooper 

Davis and Devin Norring Act’’. 
SEC. ll02. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
SERVICE PROVIDERS AND REMOTE 
COMPUTING SERVICES FOR CER-
TAIN CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 
VIOLATIONS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO CONTROLLED SUB-
STANCES ACT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Part E of the Controlled 
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 871 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF ELECTRONIC 

COMMUNICATION SERVICE PROVIDERS AND RE-
MOTE COMPUTING SERVICES FOR CERTAIN 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES VIOLATIONS 
‘‘SEC. 521. (a) DEFINITIONS.—In this sec-

tion— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘electronic communication 

service’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 2510 of title 18, United States Code; 

‘‘(2) the term ‘electronic mail address’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 3 of 
the CAN-SPAM Act of 2003 (15 U.S.C. 7702); 

‘‘(3) the term ‘Internet’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 1101 of the Inter-
net Tax Freedom Act (47 U.S.C. 151 note); 

‘‘(4) the term ‘provider’ means an elec-
tronic communication service provider or re-
mote computing service; 

‘‘(5) the term ‘remote computing service’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
2711 of title 18, United States Code; and 

‘‘(6) the term ‘website’ means any collec-
tion of material placed in a computer server- 
based file archive so that it is publicly acces-
sible, over the Internet, using hypertext 
transfer protocol or any successor protocol. 

‘‘(b) DUTY TO REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) GENERAL DUTY.—In order to reduce the 

proliferation of the unlawful sale, distribu-
tion, or manufacture (as applicable) of coun-
terfeit substances and certain controlled 
substances, a provider shall, as soon as rea-
sonably possible after obtaining actual 
knowledge of any facts or circumstances de-
scribed in paragraph (2), and in any event 
not later than 60 days after obtaining such 
knowledge, submit to the Drug Enforcement 
Administration a report containing— 

‘‘(A) the mailing address, telephone num-
ber, facsimile number, and electronic mail-
ing address of, and individual point of con-
tact for, such provider; 

‘‘(B) information described in subsection 
(c) concerning such facts or circumstances; 
and 

‘‘(C) for purposes of subsection (j), informa-
tion indicating whether the facts or cir-
cumstances were discovered through content 
moderation conducted by a human or via a 
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non-human method, including use of an algo-
rithm, machine learning, or other means. 

‘‘(2) FACTS OR CIRCUMSTANCES.—The facts 
or circumstances described in this paragraph 
are any facts or circumstances establishing 
that a crime is being or has already been 
committed involving— 

‘‘(A) creating, manufacturing, distributing, 
dispensing, or possession with intent to man-
ufacture, distribute, or dispense— 

‘‘(i) fentanyl; or 
‘‘(ii) methamphetamine; 
‘‘(B) creating, manufacturing, distributing, 

dispensing, or possession with intent to man-
ufacture, distribute, or dispense a counter-
feit substance, including a counterfeit sub-
stance purporting to be a prescription drug; 
or 

‘‘(C) offering, dispensing, or administering 
an actual or purported prescription pain 
medication or prescription stimulant by any 
individual or entity that is not a practi-
tioner or online pharmacy, including an indi-
vidual or entity that falsely claims to be a 
practitioner or online pharmacy. 

‘‘(3) PERMITTED ACTIONS BASED ON REASON-
ABLE BELIEF.—In order to reduce the pro-
liferation of the unlawful sale, distribution, 
or manufacture (as applicable) of counterfeit 
substances and certain controlled sub-
stances, if a provider has a reasonable belief 
that facts or circumstances described in 
paragraph (2) exist, the provider may submit 
to the Drug Enforcement Administration a 
report described in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(c) CONTENTS OF REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent the infor-

mation is within the custody or control of a 
provider, the facts or circumstances included 
in each report under subsection (b)(1)— 

‘‘(A) shall include, to the extent that it is 
applicable and reasonably available, infor-
mation relating to the account involved in 
the commission of a crime described in sub-
section (b)(2), such as the name, address, 
electronic mail address, user or account 
identification, Internet Protocol address, 
uniform resource locator, screen names or 
monikers for the account used or any other 
accounts associated with the account user, 
or any other identifying information, includ-
ing self-reported identifying information, 
but not including the contents of a wire com-
munication or electronic communication, as 
those terms are defined in section 2510 of 
title 18, United States Code, except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph; 
and 

‘‘(B) may, at the sole discretion of the pro-
vider, include the information described in 
paragraph (2) of this subsection. 

‘‘(2) OTHER INFORMATION.—The information 
referred to in paragraph (1)(B) is the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) HISTORICAL REFERENCE.—Information 
relating to when and how a user, subscriber, 
or customer of a provider uploaded, trans-
mitted, or received content relating to the 
report or when and how content relating to 
the report was reported to or discovered by 
the provider, including a date and time 
stamp and time zone. 

‘‘(B) GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION INFORMATION.— 
Information relating to the geographic loca-
tion of the involved individual or website, 
which may include the Internet Protocol ad-
dress or verified address, or, if not reason-
ably available, at least one form of geo-
graphic identifying information, including 
area code or ZIP Code, provided by the user, 
subscriber, or customer, or stored or ob-
tained by the provider, and any information 
as to whether a virtual private network was 
used. 

‘‘(C) DATA RELATING TO FACTS OR CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—Any data, including symbols, 
photos, video, icons, or direct messages, re-
lating to activity involving the facts or cir-

cumstances described in subsection (b)(2) or 
other content relating to the crime. 

‘‘(D) COMPLETE COMMUNICATION.—The com-
plete communication containing the infor-
mation of the crime described in subsection 
(b)(2), including— 

‘‘(i) any data or information regarding the 
transmission of the communication; and 

‘‘(ii) any data or other digital files con-
tained in, or attached to, the communica-
tion. 

‘‘(3) USER, SUBSCRIBER, OR CUSTOMER SUB-
MITTED REPORTS.—In the case of a report 
under subsection (b)(3), the provider may, at 
its sole discretion, include in the report in-
formation submitted to the provider by a 
user, subscriber, or customer alleging facts 
or circumstances described in subsection 
(b)(2) if the provider, upon review, has a rea-
sonable belief that the alleged facts or cir-
cumstances exist. 

‘‘(d) HANDLING OF REPORTS.—Upon receipt 
of a report submitted under subsection (b), 
the Drug Enforcement Administration— 

‘‘(1) shall conduct a preliminary review of 
such report; and 

‘‘(2) after completing the preliminary re-
view, shall— 

‘‘(A) conduct further investigation of the 
report, which may include making the report 
available to other Federal, State, or local 
law enforcement agencies involved in the in-
vestigation of crimes described in subsection 
(b)(2), if the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion determines that the report facially con-
tains sufficient information to warrant and 
permit further investigation; or 

‘‘(B) conclude that no further investigative 
steps are warranted or possible, or that in-
sufficient evidence exists to make a deter-
mination, and close the report. 

‘‘(e) ATTORNEY GENERAL RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 
shall enforce this section. 

‘‘(2) DESIGNATION OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.— 
The Attorney General may designate a Fed-
eral law enforcement agency or agencies to 
which the Drug Enforcement Administration 
may forward a report under subsection (d). 

‘‘(3) DATA MINIMIZATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
The Attorney General shall take reasonable 
measures to— 

‘‘(A) limit the storage of a report sub-
mitted under subsection (b) and its contents 
to the amount that is necessary to carry out 
the investigation of crimes described in sub-
section (b)(2); and 

‘‘(B) store a report submitted under sub-
section (b) and its contents only as long as is 
reasonably necessary to carry out an inves-
tigation of crimes described in subsection 
(b)(2) or make the report available to other 
agencies under subsection (d)(2)(A), after 
which time the report and its contents shall 
be deleted unless the preservation of a report 
has future evidentiary value. 

‘‘(f) FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(1) CRIMINAL PENALTY.— 
‘‘(A) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for a 

provider to knowingly fail to submit a report 
required under subsection (b)(1). 

‘‘(B) PENALTY.—A provider that violates 
subparagraph (A) shall be fined— 

‘‘(i) in the case of an initial violation, not 
more than $190,000; and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of any second or subse-
quent violation, not more than $380,000. 

‘‘(2) CIVIL PENALTY.—In addition to any 
other available civil or criminal penalty, a 
provider shall be liable to the United States 
Government for a civil penalty in an amount 
not less than $50,000 and not more than 
$100,000 if the provider knowingly submits a 
report under subsection (b) that— 

‘‘(A) contains materially false or fraudu-
lent information; or 

‘‘(B) omits information described in sub-
section (c)(1)(A) that is reasonably available. 

‘‘(g) PROTECTION OF PRIVACY.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to— 

‘‘(1) require a provider to monitor any 
user, subscriber, or customer of that pro-
vider; 

‘‘(2) require a provider to monitor the con-
tent of any communication of any person de-
scribed in paragraph (1); 

‘‘(3) require a provider to affirmatively 
search, screen, or scan for facts or cir-
cumstances described in subsection (b)(2); or 

‘‘(4) permit actual knowledge to be proven 
based solely on a provider’s decision not to 
engage in additional verification or inves-
tigation to discover facts and circumstances 
that are not readily apparent, so long as the 
provider does not deliberately blind itself to 
those violations. 

‘‘(h) CONDITIONS OF DISCLOSURE OF INFOR-
MATION CONTAINED WITHIN REPORT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), a law enforcement agency that 
receives a report under subsection (d) shall 
not disclose any information contained in 
that report. 

‘‘(2) PERMITTED DISCLOSURES BY LAW EN-
FORCEMENT.—A law enforcement agency may 
disclose information in a report received 
under subsection (d)— 

‘‘(A) to an attorney for the government for 
use in the performance of the official duties 
of that attorney, including providing dis-
covery to a defendant; 

‘‘(B) to such officers and employees of that 
law enforcement agency, as may be nec-
essary in the performance of their investiga-
tive and recordkeeping functions; 

‘‘(C) to such other government personnel 
(including personnel of a State or subdivi-
sion of a State) as are determined to be nec-
essary by an attorney for the government to 
assist the attorney in the performance of the 
official duties of the attorney in enforcing 
Federal criminal law; 

‘‘(D) if the report discloses an apparent 
violation of State criminal law, to an appro-
priate official of a State or subdivision of a 
State for the purpose of enforcing such State 
law; 

‘‘(E) to a defendant in a criminal case or 
the attorney for that defendant to the extent 
the information relates to a criminal charge 
pending against that defendant; 

‘‘(F) to a provider if necessary to facilitate 
response to legal process issued in connec-
tion to a criminal investigation, prosecution, 
or post-conviction remedy relating to that 
report; 

‘‘(G) as ordered by a court upon a showing 
of good cause and pursuant to any protective 
orders or other conditions that the court 
may impose; and 

‘‘(H) in order to facilitate the enforcement 
of the penalties authorized under subsection 
(f). 

‘‘(i) PRESERVATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) REQUEST TO PRESERVE CONTENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), for 

the purposes of this section, a completed 
submission by a provider of a report to the 
Drug Enforcement Administration under 
subsection (b)(1) shall be treated as a request 
to preserve the contents provided in the re-
port, and any data or other digital files that 
are reasonably accessible and may provide 
context or additional information about the 
reported material or person, for 90 days after 
the submission to the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATIONS ON EXTENSION OF PRESER-
VATION PERIOD.— 

‘‘(I) STORED COMMUNICATIONS ACT.—The 
Drug Enforcement Administration may not 
submit a request to a provider to continue 
preservation of the contents of a report or 
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other data described in clause (i) under sec-
tion 2703(f) of title 18, United States Code, 
beyond the required period of preservation 
under clause (i) of this subparagraph unless 
the Drug Enforcement Administration has 
an active or pending investigation involving 
the user, subscriber, or customer account at 
issue in the report. 

‘‘(II) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subclause (I) shall preclude another Federal, 
State, or local law enforcement agency from 
seeking continued preservation of the con-
tents of a report or other data described in 
clause (i) under section 2703(f) of title 18, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(B) NOTIFICATION TO USER.—A provider 
may not notify a user, subscriber, or cus-
tomer of the provider of a preservation re-
quest described in subparagraph (A) unless— 

‘‘(i) the provider has notified the Drug En-
forcement Administration of its intent to 
provide that notice; and 

‘‘(ii) 45 business days have elapsed since 
the notification under clause (i). 

‘‘(2) PROTECTION OF PRESERVED MATE-
RIALS.—A provider preserving materials 
under this section shall maintain the mate-
rials in a secure location and take appro-
priate steps to limit access to the materials 
by agents or employees of the service to that 
access necessary to comply with the require-
ments of this subsection. 

‘‘(3) AUTHORITIES AND DUTIES NOT AF-
FECTED.—Nothing in this section shall be 
construed as replacing, amending, or other-
wise interfering with the authorities and du-
ties under section 2703 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(4) RELATION TO REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENT.—Submission of a report as required by 
subsection (b)(1) does not satisfy the obliga-
tions under this subsection. 

‘‘(j) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of the Coo-
per Davis and Devin Norring Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration shall publish a report that in-
cludes, for the reporting period— 

‘‘(1) the total number of reports received 
from providers under subsection (b)(1); 

‘‘(2) the number of reports received under 
subsection (b)(1) disaggregated by— 

‘‘(A) the provider on whose electronic com-
munication service or remote computing 
service the crime for which there are facts or 
circumstances occurred; and 

‘‘(B) the subsidiary of a provider, if any, on 
whose electronic communication service or 
remote computing service the crime for 
which there are facts or circumstances oc-
curred; 

‘‘(3) the number of reports received under 
subsection (b)(1) that led to convictions in 
cases investigated by the Drug Enforcement 
Administration; 

‘‘(4) the number of reports received under 
subsection (b)(1) that lacked actionable in-
formation; 

‘‘(5) the number of reports received under 
subsection (b)(1) where the facts or cir-
cumstances of a crime were discovered 
through— 

‘‘(A) content moderation conducted by a 
human; or 

‘‘(B) a non-human method including use of 
an algorithm, machine learning, or other 
means; 

‘‘(6) the number of reports received under 
subsection (b)(1) that were made available to 
other law enforcement agencies, 
disaggregated by— 

‘‘(A) the number of reports made available 
to Federal law enforcement agencies; 

‘‘(B) the number of reports made available 
to State law enforcement agencies; and 

‘‘(C) the number of reports made available 
to local law enforcement agencies; and 

‘‘(7) the number of requests to providers to 
continue preservation of the contents of a re-
port or other data described in subsection 
(i)(1)(A)(i) submitted by the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration under section 2703(f) of 
title 18, United States Code. 

‘‘(k) PROHIBITION ON SUBMISSION OF USER, 
SUBSCRIBER, CUSTOMER, OR ANONYMOUS RE-
PORTS BY LAW ENFORCEMENT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No Federal, Tribal, 
State, or local law enforcement officer act-
ing in an official capacity may submit a re-
port to a provider or arrange for another in-
dividual to submit a report to a provider on 
behalf of the officer under this section. 

‘‘(2) REMEDY FOR VIOLATION.—No part of 
the contents of a provider’s report made 
under subsection (b)(1) or (b)(3) and no evi-
dence derived therefrom may be received in 
evidence in any trial, hearing, or other pro-
ceeding in or before any court, department, 
officer, agency, regulatory body, legislative 
committee, or other authority of the United 
States, a State, or a political subdivision 
thereof if that provider report resulted from 
an action prohibited by paragraph (1) of this 
subsection. 

‘‘(l) EXEMPTIONS.—Subsections (b) through 
(k) shall not apply to a provider of 
broadband internet access service, as that 
term is defined in section 8.1(b) of title 47, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulation), or a provider of a text 
messaging service, as that term is defined in 
section 227 of the Communications Act of 
1934 (47 U.S.C. 227), insofar as the provider is 
acting as a provider of such service.’’. 

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of contents for the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) 
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 520 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 521. Reporting requirements of elec-

tronic communication service 
providers and remote com-
puting services for certain con-
trolled substances violations.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO STORED 
COMMUNICATIONS ACT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2702 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(A) in subsection (b)— 
(i) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 

end; 
(ii) in paragraph (9), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(10) to the Drug Enforcement Administra-

tion, in connection with a report submitted 
thereto under section 521 of the Controlled 
Substances Act.’’; and 

(B) in subsection (c)— 
(i) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 

end; 
(ii) in paragraph (7), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) to the Drug Enforcement Administra-

tion, in connection with a report submitted 
thereto under section 521 of the Controlled 
Substances Act.’’. 

(2) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Paragraph (7) 
of section 2702(b) of title 18, United States 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(7) to a law enforcement agency if the 
contents— 

‘‘(A) were inadvertently obtained by the 
service provider; and 

‘‘(B) appear to pertain to the commission 
of a crime;’’. 
SEC. ll03. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this Act or amendment 
made by this Act, or the application of such 
a provision or amendment to any person or 
circumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remaining provisions of this Act and 
amendments made by this Act, and the ap-

plication of such provision or amendment to 
any other person or circumstance, shall not 
be affected thereby. 

SA 3077. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll TARGETING CHILD PREDATORS. 

(a) NONDISCLOSURE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SUB-
POENAS.—Section 3486(a) of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘the Secretary of the Treas-
ury’’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘the 
Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘ordered 
by a court’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (6)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘A 

United States’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (D), a United States’’; 
and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D)(i)(I) If a subpoena issued under this 

section as described in paragraph (1)(A)(i)(II) 
is accompanied by a certification under sub-
clause (II) of this clause and notice of the 
right to judicial review under clause (iii) of 
this subparagraph, no recipient of such a 
subpoena shall disclose to any person that 
the Federal official who issued the subpoena 
has sought or obtained access to information 
or records under this section, for a period of 
180 days. 

‘‘(II) The requirements of subclause (I) 
shall apply if the Federal official who issued 
the subpoena certifies that the absence of a 
prohibition of disclosure under this sub-
section may result in— 

‘‘(aa) endangering the life or physical safe-
ty of an individual; 

‘‘(bb) flight from prosecution; 
‘‘(cc) destruction of or tampering with evi-

dence; 
‘‘(dd) intimidation of potential witnesses; 

or 
‘‘(ee) otherwise seriously jeopardizing an 

investigation. 
‘‘(ii)(I) A recipient of a subpoena under this 

section as described in paragraph (1)(A)(i)(II) 
may disclose information otherwise subject 
to any applicable nondisclosure requirement 
to— 

‘‘(aa) those persons to whom disclosure is 
necessary in order to comply with the re-
quest; 

‘‘(bb) an attorney in order to obtain legal 
advice or assistance regarding the request; 
or 

‘‘(cc) other persons as permitted by the 
Federal official who issued the subpoena. 

‘‘(II) A person to whom disclosure is made 
under subclause (I) shall be subject to the 
nondisclosure requirements applicable to a 
person to whom a subpoena is issued under 
this section in the same manner as the per-
son to whom the subpoena was issued. 

‘‘(III) Any recipient that discloses to a per-
son described in subclause (I) information 
otherwise subject to a nondisclosure require-
ment shall notify the person of the applica-
ble nondisclosure requirement. 

‘‘(IV) At the request of the Federal official 
who issued the subpoena, any person making 
or intending to make a disclosure under item 
(aa) or (cc) of subclause (I) shall identify to 
the individual making the request under this 
clause the person to whom such disclosure 
will be made or to whom such disclosure was 
made prior to the request. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:17 Jul 25, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00064 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JY6.034 S24JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E

---



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5389 July 24, 2024 
‘‘(iii)(I) A nondisclosure requirement im-

posed under clause (i) shall be subject to ju-
dicial review under section 3486A. 

‘‘(II) A subpoena issued under this section 
as described in paragraph (1)(A)(i)(II), in con-
nection with which a nondisclosure require-
ment under clause (i) is imposed, shall in-
clude notice of the availability of judicial re-
view described in subclause (I). 

‘‘(iv) A nondisclosure requirement imposed 
under clause (i) may be extended in accord-
ance with section 3486A(a)(4).’’. 

(b) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF NONDISCLOSURE RE-
QUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 223 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 3486 the following: 
‘‘§ 3486A. Judicial review of nondisclosure re-

quirements 
‘‘(a) NONDISCLOSURE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) NOTICE.—If a recipient of a subpoena 

under section 3486 as described in subsection 
(a)(1)(A)(i)(II) of section 3486 wishes to have 
a court review a nondisclosure requirement 
imposed in connection with the subpoena, 
the recipient may notify the Government or 
file a petition for judicial review in any 
court described in subsection (a)(5) of section 
3486. 

‘‘(B) APPLICATION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of receipt of a notification 
under subparagraph (A), the Government 
shall apply for an order prohibiting the dis-
closure of the existence or contents of the 
relevant subpoena. An application under this 
subparagraph may be filed in the district 
court of the United States for the judicial 
district in which the recipient of the sub-
poena is doing business or in the district 
court of the United States for any judicial 
district within which the authorized inves-
tigation that is the basis for the subpoena is 
being conducted. The applicable nondisclo-
sure requirement shall remain in effect dur-
ing the pendency of proceedings relating to 
the requirement. 

‘‘(C) CONSIDERATION.—A district court of 
the United States that receives a petition 
under subparagraph (A) or an application 
under subparagraph (B) should rule expedi-
tiously, and shall, subject to paragraph (3), 
issue a nondisclosure order that includes 
conditions appropriate to the circumstances. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION CONTENTS.—An applica-
tion for a nondisclosure order or extension 
thereof or a response to a petition filed 
under paragraph (1) shall include a certifi-
cation from the Federal official who issued 
the subpoena indicating that the absence of 
a prohibition of disclosure under this sub-
section may result in— 

‘‘(A) endangering the life or physical safety 
of an individual; 

‘‘(B) flight from prosecution; 
‘‘(C) destruction of or tampering with evi-

dence; 
‘‘(D) intimidation of potential witnesses; 

or 
‘‘(E) otherwise seriously jeopardizing an 

investigation. 
‘‘(3) STANDARD.—A district court of the 

United States shall issue a nondisclosure 
order or extension thereof under this sub-
section if the court determines that there is 
reason to believe that disclosure of the infor-
mation subject to the nondisclosure require-
ment during the applicable time period may 
result in— 

‘‘(A) endangering the life or physical safety 
of an individual; 

‘‘(B) flight from prosecution; 
‘‘(C) destruction of or tampering with evi-

dence; 
‘‘(D) intimidation of potential witnesses; 

or 
‘‘(E) otherwise seriously jeopardizing an 

investigation. 

‘‘(4) EXTENSION.—Upon a showing that the 
circumstances described in subparagraphs 
(A) through (E) of paragraph (3) continue to 
exist, a district court of the United States 
may issue an ex parte order extending a non-
disclosure order imposed under this sub-
section or under section 3486(a)(6)(D) for ad-
ditional periods of 180 days, or, if the court 
determines that the circumstances neces-
sitate a longer period of nondisclosure, for 
additional periods which are longer than 180 
days. 

‘‘(b) CLOSED HEARINGS.—In all proceedings 
under this section, subject to any right to an 
open hearing in a contempt proceeding, the 
court must close any hearing to the extent 
necessary to prevent an unauthorized disclo-
sure of a request for records, a report, or 
other information made to any person or en-
tity under section 3486. Petitions, filings, 
records, orders, certifications, and subpoenas 
must also be kept under seal to the extent 
and as long as necessary to prevent the un-
authorized disclosure of a subpoena under 
section 3486.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 223 of 
title 18, United States Code, is amended by 
inserting after the item relating to section 
3486 the following: 

‘‘3486A. Judicial review of nondisclosure re-
quirements.’’. 

SA 3078. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. LEE) 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 
2073, to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative report-
ing requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Strike title I and insert the following: 

TITLE I—KIDS ONLINE SAFETY 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child’’ means an in-

dividual who is under the age of 13. 
(2) COMPULSIVE USAGE.—The term ‘‘compul-

sive usage’’ means any response stimulated 
by external factors that causes an individual 
to engage in repetitive behavior reasonably 
likely to cause psychological distress. 

(3) COVERED PLATFORM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered plat-

form’’ means an online platform, online 
video game, messaging application, or video 
streaming service that connects to the inter-
net and that is used, or is reasonably likely 
to be used, by a minor. 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The term ‘‘covered plat-
form’’ does not include— 

(i) an entity acting in its capacity as a pro-
vider of— 

(I) a common carrier service subject to the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.) and all Acts amendatory thereof and 
supplementary thereto; 

(II) a broadband internet access service (as 
such term is defined for purposes of section 
8.1(b) of title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, 
or any successor regulation); 

(III) an email service; 
(IV) a teleconferencing or video confer-

encing service that allows reception and 
transmission of audio or video signals for 
real-time communication, provided that— 

(aa) the service is not an online platform, 
including a social media service or social 
network; and 

(bb) the real-time communication is initi-
ated by using a unique link or identifier to 
facilitate access; or 

(V) a wireless messaging service, including 
such a service provided through short mes-
saging service or multimedia messaging 
service protocols, that is not a component of, 
or linked to, an online platform and where 
the predominant or exclusive function is di-
rect messaging consisting of the trans-
mission of text, photos or videos that are 
sent by electronic means, where messages 
are transmitted from the sender to a recipi-
ent, and are not posted within an online 
platform or publicly; 

(ii) an organization not organized to carry 
on business for its own profit or that of its 
members; 

(iii) any public or private preschool, ele-
mentary, or secondary school, or any insti-
tution of vocational, professional, or higher 
education; 

(iv) a library (as defined in section 213(1) of 
the Library Services and Technology Act (20 
U.S.C. 9122(1))); 

(v) a news or sports coverage website or 
app where— 

(I) the inclusion of video content on the 
website or app is related to the website or 
app’s own gathering, reporting, or publishing 
of news content or sports coverage; and 

(II) the website or app is not otherwise an 
online platform; 

(vi) a product or service that primarily 
functions as business-to-business software, a 
cloud storage, file sharing, or file collabora-
tion service, provided that the product or 
service is not an online platform; or 

(vii) a virtual private network or similar 
service that exists solely to route internet 
traffic between locations. 

(4) DESIGN FEATURE.—The term ‘‘design 
feature’’ means any feature or component of 
a covered platform that will encourage or in-
crease the frequency, time spent, or activity 
of minors on the covered platform. Design 
features include— 

(A) infinite scrolling or auto play; 
(B) rewards for time spent on the platform; 
(C) notifications; 
(D) personalized recommendation systems; 
(E) in-game purchases; or 
(F) appearance altering filters. 
(5) GEOLOCATION.—The term ‘‘geolocation’’ 

means information sufficient to identify 
street name and name of a city or town. 

(6) INDIVIDUAL-SPECIFIC ADVERTISING TO MI-
NORS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘individual- 
specific advertising to minors’’ means adver-
tising or any other effort to market a prod-
uct or service that is directed to a specific 
minor or a device that is linked or reason-
ably linkable to a minor based on— 

(i) the personal data of— 
(I) the minor; or 
(II) a group of minors who are similar in 

sex, age, income level, race, or ethnicity to 
the specific minor to whom the product or 
service is marketed; 

(ii) profiling of a minor or group of minors; 
or 

(iii) a unique identifier of the device. 
(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘individual- 

specific advertising to minors’’ shall not in-
clude— 

(i) advertising or marketing to an indi-
vidual or the device of an individual in re-
sponse to the individual’s specific request for 
information or feedback, such as a minor’s 
current search query; 

(ii) contextual advertising, such as when 
an advertisement is displayed based on the 
content of the covered platform on which the 
advertisement appears and does not vary 
based on personal data related to the viewer; 

(iii) processing personal data solely for 
measuring or reporting advertising or con-
tent performance, reach, or frequency, in-
cluding independent measurement; 
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(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 

subparagraph (A) shall be construed to pro-
hibit a covered platform that knows an indi-
vidual is under the age of 17 from delivering 
advertising or marketing that is age-appro-
priate for the individual involved and in-
tended for a child or teen audience (as appli-
cable), so long as the covered platform does 
not use any personal data other than wheth-
er the user is under the age of 17 to deliver 
such advertising or marketing. 

(7) KNOW OR KNOWS.—The term ‘‘know’’ or 
‘‘knows’’ means to have actual knowledge or 
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances. 

(8) MENTAL HEALTH DISORDER.—The term 
‘‘mental health disorder’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘mental disorder’’ in the Di-
agnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Health Disorders, 5th Edition (or the most 
current successor edition). 

(9) MICROTRANSACTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘microtrans-

action’’ means a purchase made in an online 
video game (including a purchase made using 
a virtual currency that is purchasable or re-
deemable using cash or credit or that is in-
cluded as part of a paid subscription service). 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—Such term includes a pur-
chase involving surprise mechanics, new 
characters, or in-game items. 

(C) EXCLUSIONS.—Such term does not in-
clude— 

(i) a purchase made in an online video 
game using a virtual currency that is earned 
through gameplay and is not otherwise pur-
chasable or redeemable using cash or credit 
or included as part of a paid subscription 
service; or 

(ii) a purchase of additional levels within 
the game or an overall expansion of the 
game. 

(10) MINOR.—The term ‘‘minor’’ means an 
individual who is under the age of 17. 

(11) ONLINE PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘online 
platform’’ means any public-facing website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application that predominantly provides a 
community forum for user generated con-
tent, such as sharing videos, images, games, 
audio files, or other content, including a so-
cial media service, social network, or virtual 
reality environment. 

(12) ONLINE VIDEO GAME.—The term ‘‘online 
video game’’ means a video game, including 
an educational video game, that connects to 
the internet and that— 

(A) allows a user to— 
(i) create and upload content other than 

content that is incidental to gameplay, such 
as character or level designs created by the 
user, preselected phrases, or short inter-
actions with other users; 

(ii) engage in microtransactions within the 
game; or 

(iii) communicate with other users; or 
(B) incorporates individual-specific adver-

tising to minors. 
(13) PARENT.—The term ‘‘parent’’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 1302 of 
the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act 
(15 U.S.C. 6501). 

(14) PERSONAL DATA.—The term ‘‘personal 
data’’ has the same meaning as the term 
‘‘personal information’’ as defined in section 
1302 of the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act (15 U.S.C. 6501). 

(15) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—The term ‘‘personalized recommenda-
tion system’’ means a fully or partially auto-
mated system used to suggest, promote, or 
rank content, including other users, 
hashtags, or posts, based on the personal 
data of users. A recommendation system 
that suggests, promotes, or ranks content 
based solely on the user’s language, city or 
town, or age shall not be considered a per-
sonalized recommendation system. 

(16) SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE.—The 
term ‘‘sexual exploitation and abuse’’ means 
any of the following: 

(A) Coercion and enticement, as described 
in section 2422 of title 18, United States 
Code. 

(B) Child sexual abuse material, as de-
scribed in sections 2251, 2252, 2252A, and 2260 
of title 18, United States Code. 

(C) Trafficking for the production of im-
ages, as described in section 2251A of title 18, 
United States Code. 

(D) Sex trafficking of children, as de-
scribed in section 1591 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

(17) USER.—The term ‘‘user’’ means, with 
respect to a covered platform, an individual 
who registers an account or creates a profile 
on the covered platform. 
SEC. 102. DUTY OF CARE. 

(a) PREVENTION OF HARM TO MINORS.—A 
covered platform shall exercise reasonable 
care in the creation and implementation of 
any design feature to prevent and mitigate 
the following harms to minors: 

(1) Consistent with evidence-informed med-
ical information, content that is distributed 
with the intent to exacerbate the following 
mental health disorders: anxiety, depression, 
eating disorders, substance use disorders, 
and suicidal behaviors. 

(2) Patterns of use that indicate or encour-
age addiction-like behaviors by minors. 

(3) Physical violence, online bullying, and 
harassment of the minor. 

(4) Sexual exploitation and abuse of mi-
nors. 

(5) Promotion and marketing of narcotic 
drugs (as defined in section 102 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)), to-
bacco products, gambling, or alcohol. 

(6) Promotion and marketing of obscene 
matter (as that term is used in section 1470 
of title 18, United States Code). 

(7) Predatory, unfair, or deceptive mar-
keting practices, or other financial harms. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Nothing in subsection (a) 
shall be construed to require a covered plat-
form to prevent or preclude any minor 
from— 

(1) deliberately and independently search-
ing for, or specifically requesting, content; 
or 

(2) accessing resources and information re-
garding the prevention or mitigation of the 
harms described in subsection (a). 
SEC. 103. SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS. 

(a) SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS.— 
(1) SAFEGUARDS.—A covered platform shall 

provide a user or visitor that the covered 
platform knows is a minor with readily-ac-
cessible and easy-to-use safeguards to, as ap-
plicable— 

(A) limit the ability of other users or visi-
tors to communicate with the minor; 

(B) prevent other users or visitors, whether 
registered or not, from viewing the minor’s 
personal data collected by or shared on the 
covered platform, in particular restricting 
public access to personal data; 

(C) limit design features that encourage or 
increase the frequency, time spent, or activ-
ity of minors on the covered platform, such 
as infinite scrolling, auto playing, rewards 
for time spent on the platform, notifications, 
and other design features that result in com-
pulsive usage of the covered platform by the 
minor; 

(D) control personalized recommendation 
systems, including the ability for a minor to 
have at least 1 of the following options— 

(i) opt out of such personalized rec-
ommendation systems, while still allowing 
the display of content based on a chrono-
logical format; or 

(ii) limit types or categories of rec-
ommendations from such systems; and 

(E) restrict the sharing of the geolocation 
of the minor and provide notice regarding 
the tracking of the minor’s geolocation. 

(2) OPTIONS.—A covered platform shall pro-
vide a user that the covered platform knows 
is a minor with readily-accessible and easy- 
to-use options to— 

(A) delete the minor’s account and delete 
any personal data collected from, or shared 
by, the minor on the covered platform; or 

(B) limit the amount of time spent by the 
minor on the covered platform. 

(3) DEFAULT SAFEGUARD SETTINGS FOR MI-
NORS.—A covered platform shall provide 
that, in the case of a user or visitor that the 
platform knows is a minor, the default set-
ting for any safeguard described under para-
graph (1) shall be the option available on the 
platform that provides the most protective 
level of control that is offered by the plat-
form over privacy and safety for that user or 
visitor. 

(b) PARENTAL TOOLS.— 
(1) TOOLS.—A covered platform shall pro-

vide readily-accessible and easy-to-use set-
tings for parents to support a user that the 
platform knows is a minor with respect to 
the user’s use of the platform. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The parental tools pro-
vided by a covered platform shall include— 

(A) the ability to manage a minor’s pri-
vacy and account settings, including the 
safeguards and options established under 
subsection (a), in a manner that allows par-
ents to— 

(i) view the privacy and account settings; 
and 

(ii) in the case of a user that the platform 
knows is a child, change and control the pri-
vacy and account settings; 

(B) the ability to restrict purchases and fi-
nancial transactions by the minor, where ap-
plicable; and 

(C) the ability to view metrics of total 
time spent on the covered platform and re-
strict time spent on the covered platform by 
the minor. 

(3) NOTICE TO MINORS.—A covered platform 
shall provide clear and conspicuous notice to 
a user when the tools described in this sub-
section are in effect and what settings or 
controls have been applied. 

(4) DEFAULT TOOLS.—A covered platform 
shall provide that, in the case of a user that 
the platform knows is a child, the tools re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall be enabled 
by default. 

(5) APPLICATION TO EXISTING ACCOUNTS.—If, 
prior to the effective date of this subsection, 
a covered platform provided a parent of a 
user that the platform knows is a child with 
notice and the ability to enable the parental 
tools described under this subsection in a 
manner that would otherwise comply with 
this subsection, and the parent opted out of 
enabling such tools, the covered platform is 
not required to enable such tools with re-
spect to such user by default when this sub-
section takes effect. 

(c) REPORTING MECHANISM.— 
(1) REPORTS SUBMITTED BY PARENTS, MI-

NORS, AND SCHOOLS.—A covered platform 
shall provide— 

(A) a readily-accessible and easy-to-use 
means to submit reports to the covered plat-
form of harms to a minor; 

(B) an electronic point of contact specific 
to matters involving harms to a minor; and 

(C) confirmation of the receipt of such a re-
port and, within the applicable time period 
described in paragraph (2), a substantive re-
sponse to the individual that submitted the 
report. 

(2) TIMING.—A covered platform shall es-
tablish an internal process to receive and 
substantively respond to such reports in a 
reasonable and timely manner, but in no 
case later than— 
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(A) 10 days after the receipt of a report, if, 

for the most recent calendar year, the plat-
form averaged more than 10,000,000 active 
users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; 

(B) 21 days after the receipt of a report, if, 
for the most recent calendar year, the plat-
form averaged less than 10,000,000 active 
users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; and 

(C) notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and 
(B), if the report involves an imminent 
threat to the safety of a minor, as promptly 
as needed to address the reported threat to 
safety. 

(d) ADVERTISING OF ILLEGAL PRODUCTS.—A 
covered platform shall not facilitate the ad-
vertising of narcotic drugs (as defined in sec-
tion 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 
U.S.C. 802)), tobacco products, gambling, or 
alcohol to an individual that the covered 
platform knows is a minor. 

(e) RULES OF APPLICATION.— 
(1) ACCESSIBILITY.—With respect to safe-

guards and parental tools described under 
subsections (a) and (b), a covered platform 
shall provide— 

(A) information and control options in a 
clear and conspicuous manner that takes 
into consideration the differing ages, capac-
ities, and developmental needs of the minors 
most likely to access the covered platform 
and does not encourage minors or parents to 
weaken or disable safeguards or parental 
tools; 

(B) readily-accessible and easy-to-use con-
trols to enable or disable safeguards or pa-
rental tools, as appropriate; and 

(C) information and control options in the 
same language, form, and manner as the cov-
ered platform provides the product or service 
used by minors and their parents. 

(2) DARK PATTERNS PROHIBITION.—It shall 
be unlawful for any covered platform to de-
sign, modify, or manipulate a user interface 
of a covered platform with the purpose or 
substantial effect of subverting or impairing 
user autonomy, decision-making, or choice 
with respect to safeguards or parental tools 
required under this section. 

(3) TIMING CONSIDERATIONS.— 
(A) NO INTERRUPTION TO GAMEPLAY.—Sub-

sections (a)(1)(C) and (b)(3) shall not require 
an online video game to interrupt the nat-
ural sequence of game play, such as pro-
gressing through game levels or finishing a 
competition. 

(B) APPLICATION OF CHANGES TO OFFLINE DE-
VICES OR ACCOUNTS.—If a user’s device or user 
account does not have access to the internet 
at the time of a change to parental tools, a 
covered platform shall apply changes the 
next time the device or user is connected to 
the internet. 

(4) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to— 

(A) prevent a covered platform from taking 
reasonable measures to— 

(i) block, detect, or prevent the distribu-
tion of unlawful, obscene, or other harmful 
material to minors as described in section 
102(a); or 

(ii) block or filter spam, prevent criminal 
activity, or protect the security of a plat-
form or service; 

(B) require the disclosure of a minor’s 
browsing behavior, search history, messages, 
contact list, or other content or metadata of 
their communications; 

(C) prevent a covered platform from using 
a personalized recommendation system to 
display content to a minor if the system 
only uses information on— 

(i) the language spoken by the minor; 
(ii) the city the minor is located in; or 
(iii) the minor’s age; or 
(D) prevent an online video game from dis-

closing a username or other user identifica-

tion for the purpose of competitive gameplay 
or to allow for the reporting of users. 

(f) DEVICE OR CONSOLE CONTROLS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section 

shall be construed to prohibit a covered plat-
form from integrating its products or service 
with, or duplicate controls or tools provided 
by, third-party systems, including operating 
systems or gaming consoles, to meet the re-
quirements imposed under subsections (a) 
and (b) relating to safeguards for minors and 
parental tools, provided that— 

(A) the controls or tools meet such require-
ments; and 

(B) the minor or parent is provided suffi-
cient notice of the integration and use of the 
parental tools. 

(2) PRESERVATION OF PROTECTIONS.—In the 
event of a conflict between the controls or 
tools of a third-party system, including oper-
ating systems or gaming consoles, and a cov-
ered platform, the covered platform is not 
required to override the controls or tools of 
a third-party system if it would undermine 
the protections for minors from the safe-
guards or parental tools imposed under sub-
sections (a) and (b). 
SEC. 104. DISCLOSURE. 

(a) NOTICE.— 
(1) REGISTRATION OR PURCHASE.—Prior to 

registration or purchase of a covered plat-
form by an individual that the platform 
knows is a minor, the platform shall provide 
clear, conspicuous, and easy-to-understand— 

(A) notice of the policies and practices of 
the covered platform with respect to per-
sonal data and safeguards for minors; 

(B) information about how to access the 
safeguards and parental tools required under 
section 103; and 

(C) notice about whether the covered plat-
form uses or makes available to minors a 
product, service, or design feature, including 
any personalized recommendation system, 
that poses any heightened risk of harm to 
minors. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.— 
(A) NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—In the 

case of an individual that a covered platform 
knows is a child, the platform shall addition-
ally provide information about the parental 
tools and safeguards required under section 
103 to a parent of the child and obtain 
verifiable parental consent (as defined in sec-
tion 1302(9) of the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501(9))) from the 
parent prior to the initial use of the covered 
platform by the child. 

(B) REASONABLE EFFORT.—A covered plat-
form shall be deemed to have satisfied the 
requirement described in subparagraph (A) if 
the covered platform is in compliance with 
the requirements of the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501 et 
seq.) to use reasonable efforts (taking into 
consideration available technology) to pro-
vide a parent with the information described 
in subparagraph (A) and to obtain verifiable 
parental consent as required. 

(3) CONSOLIDATED NOTICES.—For purposes of 
this title, a covered platform may consoli-
date the process for providing information 
under this subsection and obtaining 
verifiable parental consent or the consent of 
the minor involved (as applicable) as re-
quired under this subsection with its obliga-
tions to provide relevant notice and obtain 
verifiable consent under the Children’s On-
line Privacy Protection Act (15 U.S.C. 6501 et 
seq.). 

(4) GUIDANCE.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion may issue guidance to assist covered 
platforms in complying with the specific no-
tice requirements of this subsection. 

(b) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—A covered platform that operates a 
personalized recommendation system shall 

set out in its terms and conditions, in a 
clear, conspicuous, and easy-to-understand 
manner— 

(1) an overview of how such personalized 
recommendation system is used by the cov-
ered platform to provide information to mi-
nors, including how such systems use the 
personal data of minors; and 

(2) information about options for minors or 
their parents to opt out of or control the per-
sonalized recommendation system (as appli-
cable). 

(c) ADVERTISING AND MARKETING INFORMA-
TION AND LABELS.— 

(1) INFORMATION AND LABELS.—A covered 
platform that facilitates advertising aimed 
at users that the platform knows are minors 
shall provide clear, conspicuous, and easy-to- 
understand labels and information, which 
can be provided through a link to another 
web page or disclosure, to minors on adver-
tisements regarding— 

(A) the name of the product, service, or 
brand and the subject matter of an advertise-
ment; 

(B) if the covered platform engages in indi-
vidual-specific advertising to minors, why a 
particular advertisement is directed to a spe-
cific minor, including material information 
about how the minor’s personal data is used 
to direct the advertisement to the minor; 
and 

(C) whether particular media displayed to 
the minor is an advertisement or marketing 
material, including disclosure of endorse-
ments of products, services, or brands made 
for commercial consideration by other users 
of the platform. 

(2) GUIDANCE.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion may issue guidance to assist covered 
platforms in complying with the require-
ments of this subsection, including guidance 
about the minimum level of information and 
labels for the disclosures required under 
paragraph (1). 

(d) RESOURCES FOR PARENTS AND MINORS.— 
A covered platform shall provide to minors 
and parents clear, conspicuous, easy-to-un-
derstand, and comprehensive information in 
a prominent location, which may include a 
link to a web page, regarding— 

(1) its policies and practices with respect 
to personal data and safeguards for minors; 
and 

(2) how to access the safeguards and tools 
required under section 103. 

(e) RESOURCES IN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES.— 
A covered platform shall ensure, to the ex-
tent practicable, that the disclosures re-
quired by this section are made available in 
the same language, form, and manner as the 
covered platform provides any product or 
service used by minors and their parents. 
SEC. 105. TRANSPARENCY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
not less frequently than once a year, a cov-
ered platform shall issue a public report de-
scribing the reasonably foreseeable risks of 
harms to minors and assessing the preven-
tion and mitigation measures taken to ad-
dress such risk based on an independent, 
third-party audit conducted through reason-
able inspection of the covered platform. 

(b) SCOPE OF APPLICATION.—The require-
ments of this section shall apply to a covered 
platform if— 

(1) for the most recent calendar year, the 
platform averaged more than 10,000,000 ac-
tive users on a monthly basis in the United 
States; and 

(2) the platform predominantly provides a 
community forum for user-generated con-
tent and discussion, including sharing vid-
eos, images, games, audio files, discussion in 
a virtual setting, or other content, such as 
acting as a social media platform, virtual re-
ality environment, or a social network serv-
ice. 
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(c) CONTENT.— 
(1) TRANSPARENCY.—The public reports re-

quired of a covered platform under this sec-
tion shall include— 

(A) an assessment of the extent to which 
the platform is likely to be accessed by mi-
nors; 

(B) a description of the commercial inter-
ests of the covered platform in use by mi-
nors; 

(C) an accounting, based on the data held 
by the covered platform, of— 

(i) the number of users using the covered 
platform that the platform knows to be mi-
nors in the United States; 

(ii) the median and mean amounts of time 
spent on the platform by users known to be 
minors in the United States who have 
accessed the platform during the reporting 
year on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis; 
and 

(iii) the amount of content being accessed 
by users that the platform knows to be mi-
nors in the United States that is in English, 
and the top 5 non-English languages used by 
users accessing the platform in the United 
States; 

(D) an accounting of total reports received 
regarding, and the prevalence (which can be 
based on scientifically valid sampling meth-
ods using the content available to the cov-
ered platform in the normal course of busi-
ness) of content related to, the harms de-
scribed in section 102(a), disaggregated by 
category of harm and language, including 
English and the top 5 non-English languages 
used by users accessing the platform from 
the United States (as identified under sub-
paragraph (C)(iii)); and 

(E) a description of any material breaches 
of parental tools or assurances regarding mi-
nors, representations regarding the use of 
the personal data of minors, and other mat-
ters regarding non-compliance with this 
title. 

(2) REASONABLY FORESEEABLE RISK OF HARM 
TO MINORS.—The public reports required of a 
covered platform under this section shall in-
clude— 

(A) an assessment of the reasonably fore-
seeable risk of harms to minors posed by the 
covered platform, specifically identifying 
those physical, mental, developmental, or fi-
nancial harms described in section 102(a); 

(B) a description of whether and how the 
covered platform uses design features that 
encourage or increase the frequency, time 
spent, or activity of minors on the covered 
platform, such as infinite scrolling, auto 
playing, rewards for time spent on the plat-
form, notifications, and other design fea-
tures that result in compulsive usage of the 
covered platform by the minor; 

(C) a description of whether, how, and for 
what purpose the platform collects or proc-
esses categories of personal data that may 
cause reasonably foreseeable risk of harms 
to minors; 

(D) an evaluation of the efficacy of safe-
guards for minors and parental tools under 
section 103, and any issues in delivering such 
safeguards and the associated parental tools; 

(E) an evaluation of any other relevant 
matters of public concern over risk of harms 
to minors associated with the use of the cov-
ered platform; and 

(F) an assessment of differences in risk of 
harm to minors across different English and 
non-English languages and efficacy of safe-
guards in those languages. 

(3) MITIGATION.—The public reports re-
quired of a covered platform under this sec-
tion shall include, for English and the top 5 
non-English languages used by users access-
ing the platform from the United States (as 
identified under paragraph (2)(C)(iii)))— 

(A) a description of the safeguards and pa-
rental tools available to minors and parents 
on the covered platform; 

(B) a description of interventions by the 
covered platform when it had or has reason 
to believe that harms to minors could occur; 

(C) a description of the prevention and 
mitigation measures intended to be taken in 
response to the known and emerging risks 
identified in its assessment of reasonably 
foreseeable risks of harms to minors, includ-
ing steps taken to— 

(i) prevent harms to minors, including 
adapting or removing design features or ad-
dressing through parental tools; 

(ii) provide the most protective level of 
control over privacy and safety by default; 
and 

(iii) adapt recommendation systems to 
mitigate reasonably foreseeable risk of 
harms to minors, as described in section 
102(a); 

(D) a description of internal processes for 
handling reports and automated detection 
mechanisms for harms to minors, including 
the rate, timeliness, and effectiveness of re-
sponses under the requirement of section 
103(c); 

(E) the status of implementing prevention 
and mitigation measures identified in prior 
assessments; and 

(F) a description of the additional meas-
ures to be taken by the covered platform to 
address the circumvention of safeguards for 
minors and parental tools. 

(d) REASONABLE INSPECTION.—In con-
ducting an inspection of the reasonably fore-
seeable risk of harm to minors under this 
section, an independent, third-party auditor 
shall— 

(1) take into consideration the function of 
personalized recommendation systems; 

(2) consult parents and youth experts, in-
cluding youth and families with relevant 
past or current experience, public health and 
mental health nonprofit organizations, 
health and development organizations, and 
civil society with respect to the prevention 
of harms to minors; 

(3) conduct research based on experiences 
of minors that use the covered platform, in-
cluding reports under section 103(c) and in-
formation provided by law enforcement; 

(4) take account of research, including re-
search regarding design features, marketing, 
or product integrity, industry best practices, 
or outside research; 

(5) consider indicia or inferences of age of 
users, in addition to any self-declared infor-
mation about the age of users; and 

(6) take into consideration differences in 
risk of reasonably foreseeable harms and ef-
fectiveness of safeguards across English and 
non-English languages. 

(e) COOPERATION WITH INDEPENDENT, THIRD- 
PARTY AUDIT.—To facilitate the report re-
quired by subsection (c), a covered platform 
shall— 

(1) provide or otherwise make available to 
the independent third-party conducting the 
audit all information and material in its pos-
session, custody, or control that is relevant 
to the audit; 

(2) provide or otherwise make available to 
the independent third-party conducting the 
audit access to all network, systems, and as-
sets relevant to the audit; and 

(3) disclose all relevant facts to the inde-
pendent third-party conducting the audit, 
and not misrepresent in any manner, ex-
pressly or by implication, any relevant fact. 

(f) PRIVACY SAFEGUARDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In issuing the public re-

ports required under this section, a covered 
platform shall take steps to safeguard the 
privacy of its users, including ensuring that 
data is presented in a de-identified, aggre-

gated format such that it is not reasonably 
linkable to any user. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section 
shall not be construed to require the disclo-
sure of information that will lead to mate-
rial vulnerabilities for the privacy of users 
or the security of a covered platform’s serv-
ice or create a significant risk of the viola-
tion of Federal or State law. 

(3) DEFINITION OF DE-IDENTIFIED.—As used 
in this subsection, the term ‘‘de-identified’’ 
means data that does not identify and is not 
linked or reasonably linkable to a device 
that is linked or reasonably linkable to an 
individual, regardless of whether the infor-
mation is aggregated 

(g) LOCATION.—The public reports required 
under this section should be posted by a cov-
ered platform on an easy to find location on 
a publicly-available website. 
SEC. 106. RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND MI-

NORS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Federal Trade Commission. 
(2) NATIONAL ACADEMY.—The term ‘‘Na-

tional Academy’’ means the National Acad-
emy of Sciences. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(b) RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA HARMS.— 
Not later than 12 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy, under which the National 
Academy shall conduct no less than 5 sci-
entific, comprehensive studies and reports on 
the risk of harms to minors by use of social 
media and other online platforms, including 
in English and non-English languages. 

(c) MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED.—In con-
tracting with the National Academy, the 
Commission, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall seek to commission separate 
studies and reports, using the Commission’s 
authority under section 6(b) of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46(b)), on 
the relationship between social media and 
other online platforms as defined in this title 
on the following matters: 

(1) Anxiety, depression, eating disorders, 
and suicidal behaviors. 

(2) Substance use disorders and the use of 
narcotic drugs, tobacco products, gambling, 
or alcohol by minors. 

(3) Sexual exploitation and abuse. 
(4) Addiction-like use of social media and 

design factors that lead to unhealthy and 
harmful overuse of social media. 

(d) ADDITIONAL STUDY.—Not earlier than 4 
years after enactment, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy under which the National 
Academy shall conduct an additional study 
and report covering the matters described in 
subsection (c) for the purposes of providing 
additional information, considering new re-
search, and other matters. 

(e) CONTENT OF REPORTS.— The comprehen-
sive studies and reports conducted pursuant 
to this section shall seek to evaluate im-
pacts and advance understanding, knowl-
edge, and remedies regarding the harms to 
minors posed by social media and other on-
line platforms, and may include rec-
ommendations related to public policy. 

(f) ACTIVE STUDIES.—If the National Acad-
emy is engaged in any active studies on the 
matters described in subsection (c) at the 
time that it enters into a contract with the 
Commission to conduct a study under this 
section, it may base the study to be con-
ducted under this section on the active 
study, so long as it otherwise incorporates 
the requirements of this section. 

(g) COLLABORATION.—In designing and con-
ducting the studies under this section, the 
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Commission, the Secretary, and the National 
Academy shall consult with the Surgeon 
General and the Kids Online Safety Council. 

(h) ACCESS TO DATA.— 
(1) FACT-FINDING AUTHORITY.—The Commis-

sion may issue orders under section 6(b) of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
46(b)) to require covered platforms to provide 
reports, data, or answers in writing as nec-
essary to conduct the studies required under 
this section. 

(2) SCOPE.—In exercising its authority 
under paragraph (1), the Commission may 
issue orders to no more than 5 covered plat-
forms per study under this section. 

(3) CONFIDENTIAL ACCESS.—Notwith-
standing section 6(f) or 21 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46, 57b–2), 
the Commission shall enter in agreements 
with the National Academy to share appro-
priate information received from a covered 
platform pursuant to an order under such 
subsection (b) for a comprehensive study 
under this section in a confidential and se-
cure manner, and to prohibit the disclosure 
or sharing of such information by the Na-
tional Academy. Nothing in this paragraph 
shall be construed to preclude the disclosure 
of any such information if authorized or re-
quired by any other law. 
SEC. 107. MARKET RESEARCH. 

(a) MARKET RESEARCH BY COVERED PLAT-
FORMS.—The Federal Trade Commission, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Com-
merce, shall issue guidance for covered plat-
forms seeking to conduct market- and prod-
uct-focused research on minors. Such guid-
ance shall include— 

(1) a standard consent form that provides 
minors and their parents a clear, con-
spicuous, and easy-to-understand expla-
nation of the scope and purpose of the re-
search to be conducted that is available in 
English and the top 5 non-English languages 
used in the United States; 

(2) information on how to obtain informed 
consent from the parent of a minor prior to 
conducting such market- and product-fo-
cused research; and 

(3) recommendations for research practices 
for studies that may include minors, 
disaggregated by the age ranges of 0-5, 6-9, 
10-12, and 13-16. 

(b) TIMING.—The Federal Trade Commis-
sion shall issue such guidance not later than 
18 months after the date of enactment of this 
Act. In doing so, they shall seek input from 
members of the public and the representa-
tives of the Kids Online Safety Council es-
tablished under section 111. 
SEC. 108. AGE VERIFICATION STUDY AND RE-

PORT. 
(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Commerce, in 

coordination with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and the Federal Trade 
Commission, shall conduct a study evalu-
ating the most technologically feasible 
methods and options for developing systems 
to verify age at the device or operating sys-
tem level. 

(b) CONTENTS.—Such study shall consider 
— 

(1) the benefits of creating a device or op-
erating system level age verification system; 

(2) what information may need to be col-
lected to create this type of age verification 
system; 

(3) the accuracy of such systems and their 
impact or steps to improve accessibility, in-
cluding for individuals with disabilities; 

(4) how such a system or systems could 
verify age while mitigating risks to user pri-
vacy and data security and safeguarding mi-
nors’ personal data, emphasizing minimizing 
the amount of data collected and processed 
by covered platforms and age verification 
providers for such a system; 

(5) the technical feasibility, including the 
need for potential hardware and software 
changes, including for devices currently in 
commerce and owned by consumers; and 

(6) the impact of different age verification 
systems on competition, particularly the 
risk of different age verification systems cre-
ating barriers to entry for small companies. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the agen-
cies described in subsection (a) shall submit 
a report containing the results of the study 
conducted under such subsection to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 
SEC. 109. GUIDANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Federal Trade Commission, in consultation 
with the Kids Online Safety Council estab-
lished under section 111, shall issue guidance 
to— 

(1) provide information and examples for 
covered platforms and auditors regarding the 
following, with consideration given to dif-
ferences across English and non-English lan-
guages— 

(A) identifying design features that en-
courage or increase the frequency, time 
spent, or activity of minors on the covered 
platform; 

(B) safeguarding minors against the pos-
sible misuse of parental tools; 

(C) best practices in providing minors and 
parents the most protective level of control 
over privacy and safety; 

(D) using indicia or inferences of age of 
users for assessing use of the covered plat-
form by minors; 

(E) methods for evaluating the efficacy of 
safeguards set forth in this title; and 

(F) providing additional parental tool op-
tions that allow parents to address the 
harms described in section 102(a); and 

(2) outline conduct that does not have the 
purpose or substantial effect of subverting or 
impairing user autonomy, decision-making, 
or choice, or of causing, increasing, or en-
couraging compulsive usage for a minor, 
such as— 

(A) de minimis user interface changes de-
rived from testing consumer preferences, in-
cluding different styles, layouts, or text, 
where such changes are not done with the 
purpose of weakening or disabling safeguards 
or parental tools; 

(B) algorithms or data outputs outside the 
control of a covered platform; and 

(C) establishing default settings that pro-
vide enhanced privacy protection to users or 
otherwise enhance their autonomy and deci-
sion-making ability. 

(b) GUIDANCE ON KNOWLEDGE STANDARD.— 
Not later than 18 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Federal Trade 
Commission shall issue guidance to provide 
information, including best practices and ex-
amples, for covered platforms to understand 
how the Commission would determine 
whether a covered platform ‘‘had knowledge 
fairly implied on the basis of objective cir-
cumstances’’ for purposes of this title. 

(c) LIMITATION ON FEDERAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION GUIDANCE.— 

(1) EFFECT OF GUIDANCE.—No guidance 
issued by the Federal Trade Commission 
with respect to this title shall— 

(A) confer any rights on any person, State, 
or locality; or 

(B) operate to bind the Federal Trade Com-
mission or any court, person, State, or local-
ity to the approach recommended in such 
guidance. 

(2) USE IN ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS.—In any 
enforcement action brought pursuant to this 

title, the Federal Trade Commission or a 
State attorney general, as applicable— 

(A) shall allege a violation of a provision of 
this title; and 

(B) may not base such enforcement action 
on, or execute a consent order based on, 
practices that are alleged to be inconsistent 
with guidance issued by the Federal Trade 
Commission with respect to this title, unless 
the practices are alleged to violate a provi-
sion of this title. 
For purposes of enforcing this title, State at-
torneys general shall take into account any 
guidance issued by the Commission under 
subsection (b). 
SEC. 110. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) ENFORCEMENT BY FEDERAL TRADE COM-
MISSION.— 

(1) UNFAIR AND DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of this title shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed 
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-

mission (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Commission’’) shall enforce this title in the 
same manner, by the same means, and with 
the same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as 
though all applicable terms and provisions of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
41 et seq.) were incorporated into and made 
a part of this title. 

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son that violates this title shall be subject to 
the penalties, and entitled to the privileges 
and immunities, provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
title shall be construed to limit the author-
ity of the Commission under any other provi-
sion of law. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) CIVIL ACTIONS.—In any case in which 

the attorney general of a State has reason to 
believe that a covered platform has violated 
or is violating section 103, 104, or 105, the 
State, as parens patriae, may bring a civil 
action on behalf of the residents of the State 
in a district court of the United States or a 
State court of appropriate jurisdiction to— 

(i) enjoin any practice that violates sec-
tion 103, 104, or 105; 

(ii) enforce compliance with section 103, 
104, or 105; 

(iii) on behalf of residents of the State, ob-
tain damages, restitution, or other com-
pensation, each of which shall be distributed 
in accordance with State law; or 

(iv) obtain such other relief as the court 
may consider to be appropriate. 

(B) NOTICE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Before filing an action 

under subparagraph (A), the attorney gen-
eral of the State involved shall provide to 
the Commission— 

(I) written notice of that action; and 
(II) a copy of the complaint for that action. 
(ii) EXEMPTION.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) shall not apply 

with respect to the filing of an action by an 
attorney general of a State under this para-
graph if the attorney general of the State de-
termines that it is not feasible to provide the 
notice described in that clause before the fil-
ing of the action. 

(II) NOTIFICATION.—In an action described 
in subclause (I), the attorney general of a 
State shall provide notice and a copy of the 
complaint to the Commission at the same 
time as the attorney general files the action. 

(2) INTERVENTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—On receiving notice under 

paragraph (1)(B), the Commission shall have 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:17 Jul 25, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00069 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JY6.035 S24JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5394 July 24, 2024 
the right to intervene in the action that is 
the subject of the notice. 

(B) EFFECT OF INTERVENTION.—If the Com-
mission intervenes in an action under para-
graph (1), it shall have the right— 

(i) to be heard with respect to any matter 
that arises in that action; and 

(ii) to file a petition for appeal. 
(3) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of bring-

ing any civil action under paragraph (1), 
nothing in this title shall be construed to 
prevent an attorney general of a State from 
exercising the powers conferred on the attor-
ney general by the laws of that State to— 

(A) conduct investigations; 
(B) administer oaths or affirmations; or 
(C) compel the attendance of witnesses or 

the production of documentary and other 
evidence. 

(4) ACTIONS BY THE COMMISSION.—In any 
case in which an action is instituted by or on 
behalf of the Commission for violation of 
this title, no State may, during the pendency 
of that action, institute a separate action 
under paragraph (1) against any defendant 
named in the complaint in the action insti-
tuted by or on behalf of the Commission for 
that violation. 

(5) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.— 
(A) VENUE.—Any action brought under 

paragraph (1) may be brought in— 
(i) the district court of the United States 

that meets applicable requirements relating 
to venue under section 1391 of title 28, United 
States Code; or 

(ii) a State court of competent jurisdic-
tion. 

(B) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action 
brought under paragraph (1) in a district 
court of the United States, process may be 
served wherever defendant— 

(i) is an inhabitant; or 
(ii) may be found. 
(6) LIMITATION.—A violation of section 102 

shall not form the basis of liability in any 
action brought by the attorney general of a 
State under a State law. 

SEC. 111. KIDS ONLINE SAFETY COUNCIL. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Commerce shall establish 
and convene the Kids Online Safety Council 
for the purpose of providing advice on mat-
ters related to this title. 

(b) PARTICIPATION.—The Kids Online Safety 
Council shall include diverse participation 
from— 

(1) academic experts, health professionals, 
and members of civil society with expertise 
in mental health, substance use disorders, 
harm reduction as it relates to early expo-
sures to pornographic material, and the pre-
vention of harms to minors; 

(2) representatives in academia and civil 
society with specific expertise in privacy, 
free expression, access to information, and 
civil liberties; 

(3) parents and youth representation; 
(4) representatives of covered platforms; 
(5) representatives of the National Tele-

communications and Information Adminis-
tration, the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services; 

(6) State attorneys general or their des-
ignees acting in State or local government; 

(7) educators; and 
(8) representatives of faith-based organiza-

tions. 

(c) ACTIVITIES.—The matters to be ad-
dressed by the Kids Online Safety Council 
shall include— 

(1) identifying emerging or current risks of 
harms to minors associated with online plat-
forms; 

(2) recommending measures and methods 
for assessing, preventing, and mitigating 
harms to minors online; 

(3) recommending methods and themes for 
conducting research regarding online harms 
to minors, including in English and non- 
English languages; and 

(4) recommending best practices and clear, 
consensus-based technical standards for 
transparency reports and audits, as required 
under this title, including methods, criteria, 
and scope to promote overall accountability. 

(d) NON-APPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Kids 
Online Safety Council shall not be subject to 
chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code 
(commonly referred to as the ‘‘Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act’’). 
SEC. 112. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this title, 
this title shall take effect on the date that is 
18 months after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 113. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER 

MATTERS. 
(a) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Noth-

ing in this title shall be construed to— 
(1) preempt section 444 of the General Edu-

cation Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g, com-
monly known as the ‘‘Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974’’) or other 
Federal or State laws governing student pri-
vacy; 

(2) preempt the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) 
or any rule or regulation promulgated under 
such Act; 

(3) authorize any action that would con-
flict with section 18(h) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(h)); or 

(4) expand or limit the scope of section 230 
of the Communications Act of 1934 (com-
monly known as ‘‘section 230 of the Commu-
nications Decency Act of 1996’’) (47 U.S.C. 
230). 

(b) DETERMINATION OF ‘‘FAIRLY IMPLIED ON 
THE BASIS OF OBJECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES’’.— 
For purposes of enforcing this title, in mak-
ing a determination as to whether covered 
platform has knowledge fairly implied on the 
basis of objective circumstances that a spe-
cific user is a minor, the Federal Trade Com-
mission or a State attorney general shall 
rely on competent and reliable evidence, 
taking into account the totality of the cir-
cumstances, including whether a reasonable 
and prudent person under the circumstances 
would have known that the user is a minor. 

(c) PROTECTIONS FOR PRIVACY.—Nothing in 
this title, including a determination de-
scribed in subsection (b), shall be construed 
to require— 

(1) the affirmative collection of any per-
sonal data with respect to the age of users 
that a covered platform is not already col-
lecting in the normal course of business; or 

(2) a covered platform to implement an age 
gating or age verification functionality. 

(d) COMPLIANCE.—Nothing in this title 
shall be construed to restrict a covered plat-
form’s ability to— 

(1) cooperate with law enforcement agen-
cies regarding activity that the covered plat-
form reasonably and in good faith believes 
may violate Federal, State, or local laws, 
rules, or regulations; 

(2) comply with a lawful civil, criminal, or 
regulatory inquiry, subpoena, or summons 
by Federal, State, local, or other govern-
ment authorities; or 

(3) investigate, establish, exercise, respond 
to, or defend against legal claims. 

(e) APPLICATION TO VIDEO STREAMING SERV-
ICES.—A video streaming service shall be 
deemed to be in compliance with this title if 
it predominantly consists of news, sports, 
entertainment, or other video programming 
content that is preselected by the provider 
and not user-generated, and— 

(1) any chat, comment, or interactive 
functionality is provided incidental to, di-
rectly related to, or dependent on provision 
of such content; 

(2) if such video streaming service requires 
account owner registration and is not pre-
dominantly news or sports, the service in-
cludes the capability— 

(A) to limit a minor’s access to the service, 
which may utilize a system of age-rating; 

(B) to limit the automatic playing of on- 
demand content selected by a personalized 
recommendation system for an individual 
that the service knows is a minor; 

(C) to provide an individual that the serv-
ice knows is a minor with readily-accessible 
and easy-to-use options to delete an account 
held by the minor and delete any personal 
data collected from the minor on the service, 
or, in the case of a service that allows a par-
ent to create a profile for a minor, to allow 
a parent to delete the minor’s profile, and to 
delete any personal data collected from the 
minor on the service; 

(D) for a parent to manage a minor’s pri-
vacy and account settings, and restrict pur-
chases and financial transactions by a 
minor, where applicable; 

(E) to provide an electronic point of con-
tact specific to matters described in this 
paragraph; 

(F) to offer a clear, conspicuous, and easy- 
to-understand notice of its policies and prac-
tices with respect to personal data and the 
capabilities described in this paragraph; and 

(G) when providing on-demand content, to 
employ measures that safeguard against 
serving advertising for narcotic drugs (as de-
fined in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)), tobacco prod-
ucts, gambling, or alcohol directly to the ac-
count or profile of an individual that the 
service knows is a minor. 

(f) APPLICATION TO PARTICULAR VIEW-
POINTS.—Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to require a covered platform to alter 
a design feature in such a manner that would 
result in particular viewpoints being throt-
tled, suppressed, or censored. 

SA 3079. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. LEE) 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 
2073, to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative report-
ing requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

After title III, add the following: 

TITLE IV—SCREEN ACT 
SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Shielding 
Children’s Retinas from Egregious Exposure 
on the Net Act’’ or the ‘‘SCREEN Act’’. 
SEC. 402. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Over the 3 decades preceding the date of 
enactment of this Act, Congress has passed 
several bills to protect minors from access to 
online pornographic content, including title 
V of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
(Public Law 104–104) (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Communications Decency Act’’), sec-
tion 231 of the Communications Act of 1934 
(47 U.S.C. 231) (commonly known as the 
‘‘Child Online Protection Act’’), and the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act (title 
XVII of division B of Public Law 106–554). 

(2) With the exception of the Children’s 
Internet Protection Act (title XVII of divi-
sion B of Public Law 106–554), the Supreme 
Court of the United States has struck down 
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the previous efforts of Congress to shield 
children from pornographic content, finding 
that such legislation constituted a ‘‘compel-
ling government interest’’ but that it was 
not the least restrictive means to achieve 
such interest. In Ashcroft v. ACLU, 542 U.S. 
656 (2004), the Court even suggested at the 
time that ‘‘blocking and filtering software’’ 
could conceivably be a ‘‘primary alter-
native’’ to the requirements passed by Con-
gress. 

(3) In the nearly 2 decades since the Su-
preme Court of the United States suggested 
the use of ‘‘blocking and filtering software’’, 
such technology has proven to be ineffective 
in protecting minors from accessing online 
pornographic content. The Kaiser Family 
Foundation has found that filters do not 
work on 1 in 10 pornography sites accessed 
intentionally and 1 in 3 pornography sites 
that are accessed unintentionally. Further, 
it has been proven that children are able to 
bypass ‘‘blocking and filtering’’ software by 
employing strategic searches or measures to 
bypass the software completely. 

(4) Additionally, Pew Research has re-
vealed studies showing that only 39 percent 
of parents use blocking or filtering software 
for their minor’s online activities, meaning 
that 61 percent of children only have restric-
tions on their internet access when they are 
at school or at a library. 

(5) 17 States have now recognized pornog-
raphy as a public health hazard that leads to 
a broad range of individual harms, societal 
harms, and public health impacts. 

(6) It is estimated that 80 percent of minors 
between the ages of 12 to 17 have been ex-
posed to pornography, with 54 percent of 
teenagers seeking it out. The internet is the 
most common source for minors to access 
pornography with pornographic websites re-
ceiving more web traffic in the United States 
than Twitter, Netflix, Pinterest, and 
LinkedIn combined. 

(7) Exposure to online pornography has 
created unique psychological effects for mi-
nors, including anxiety, addiction, low self- 
esteem, body image disorders, an increase in 
problematic sexual activity at younger ages, 
and an increased desire among minors to en-
gage in risky sexual behavior. 

(8) The Supreme Court of the United States 
has recognized on multiple occasions that 
Congress has a ‘‘compelling government in-
terest’’ to protect the physical and psycho-
logical well-being of minors, which includes 
shielding them from ‘‘indecent’’ content that 
may not necessarily be considered ‘‘obscene’’ 
by adult standards. 

(9) Because ‘‘blocking and filtering soft-
ware’’ has not produced the results envi-
sioned nearly 2 decades ago, it is necessary 
for Congress to pursue alternative policies to 
enable the protection of the physical and 
psychological well-being of minors. 

(10) The evolution of our technology has 
now enabled the use of age verification tech-
nology that is cost efficient, not unduly bur-
densome, and can be operated narrowly in a 
manner that ensures only adults have access 
to a website’s online pornographic content. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) shielding minors from access to online 
pornographic content is a compelling gov-
ernment interest that protects the physical 
and psychological well-being of minors; and 

(2) requiring interactive computer services 
that are in the business of creating, hosting, 
or making available pornographic content to 
enact technological measures that shield mi-
nors from accessing pornographic content on 
their platforms is the least restrictive means 
for Congress to achieve its compelling gov-
ernment interest. 
SEC. 403. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 

(1) CHILD PORNOGRAPHY; MINOR.—The terms 
‘‘child pornography’’ and ‘‘minor’’ have the 
meanings given those terms in section 2256 of 
title 18, United States Code. 

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Trade Commission. 

(3) COVERED PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered platform’’— 

(A) means an entity— 
(i) that is an interactive computer service; 
(ii) that— 
(I) is engaged in interstate or foreign com-

merce; or 
(II) purposefully avails itself of the United 

States market or a portion thereof; and 
(iii) for which it is in the regular course of 

the trade or business of the entity to create, 
host, or make available content that meets 
the definition of harmful to minors under 
paragraph (4) and that is provided by the en-
tity, a user, or other information content 
provider, with the objective of earning a 
profit; and 

(B) includes an entity described in subpara-
graph (A) regardless of whether— 

(i) the entity earns a profit on the activi-
ties described in subparagraph (A)(iii); or 

(ii) creating, hosting, or making available 
content that meets the definition of harmful 
to minors under paragraph (4) is the sole 
source of income or principal business of the 
entity. 

(4) HARMFUL TO MINORS.—The term ‘‘harm-
ful to minors’’, with respect to a picture, 
image, graphic image file, film, videotape, or 
other visual depiction, means that the pic-
ture, image, graphic image file, film, video-
tape, or other depiction— 

(A)(i) taken as a whole and with respect to 
minors, appeals to the prurient interest in 
nudity, sex, or excretion; 

(ii) depicts, describes, or represents, in a 
patently offensive way with respect to what 
is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated 
sexual act or sexual contact, actual or simu-
lated normal or perverted sexual acts, or 
lewd exhibition of the genitals; and 

(iii) taken as a whole, lacks serious, lit-
erary, artistic, political, or scientific value 
as to minors; 

(B) is obscene; or 
(C) is child pornography. 
(5) INFORMATION CONTENT PROVIDER; INTER-

ACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE.—The terms ‘‘in-
formation content provider’’ and ‘‘inter-
active computer service’’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 230(f) of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 230(f)). 

(6) SEXUAL ACT; SEXUAL CONTACT.—The 
terms ‘‘sexual act’’ and ‘‘sexual contact’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 2246 of title 18, United States Code. 

(7) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE.— 
The term ‘‘technology verification measure’’ 
means technology that— 

(A) employs a system or process to deter-
mine whether it is more likely than not that 
a user of a covered platform is a minor; and 

(B) prevents access by minors to any con-
tent on a covered platform. 

(8) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE 
DATA.—The term ‘‘technology verification 
measure data’’ means information that— 

(A) identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably 
linkable to an individual or a device that 
identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably 
linkable to an individual; 

(B) is collected or processed for the purpose 
of fulfilling a request by an individual to ac-
cess any content on a covered platform; and 

(C) is collected and processed solely for the 
purpose of utilizing a technology verification 
measure and meeting the obligations im-
posed under this title. 
SEC. 404. TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEAS-

URES. 
(a) COVERED PLATFORM REQUIREMENTS.— 

Beginning on the date that is 1 year after the 

date of enactment of this Act, a covered 
platform shall adopt and utilize technology 
verification measures on the platform to en-
sure that— 

(1) users of the covered platform are not 
minors; and 

(2) minors are prevented from accessing 
any content on the covered platform that is 
harmful to minors. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR AGE VERIFICATION 
MEASURES.—In order to comply with the re-
quirement of subsection (a), the technology 
verification measures adopted and utilized 
by a covered platform shall do the following: 

(1) Use a technology verification measure 
in order to verify a user’s age. 

(2) Provide that requiring a user to confirm 
that the user is not a minor shall not be suf-
ficient to satisfy the requirement of sub-
section (a). 

(3) Make publicly available the verification 
process that the covered platform is employ-
ing to comply with the requirements under 
this title. 

(4) Subject the Internet Protocol (IP) ad-
dresses, including known virtual proxy net-
work IP addresses, of all users of a covered 
platform to the technology verification 
measure described in paragraph (1) unless 
the covered platform determines based on 
available technology that a user is not lo-
cated within the United States. 

(c) CHOICE OF VERIFICATION MEASURES.—A 
covered platform may choose the specific 
technology verification measures to employ 
for purposes of complying with subsection 
(a), provided that the technology 
verification measure employed by the cov-
ered platform meets the requirements of sub-
section (b) and prohibits a minor from ac-
cessing the platform or any information on 
the platform that is obscene, child pornog-
raphy, or harmful to minors. 

(d) USE OF THIRD PARTIES.—A covered plat-
form may contract with a third party to em-
ploy technology verification measures for 
purposes of complying with subsection (a) 
but the use of such a third party shall not re-
lieve the covered platform of its obligations 
under this title or from liability under this 
title. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to require a 
covered platform to submit to the Commis-
sion any information that identifies, is 
linked to, or is reasonably linkable to a user 
of the covered platform or a device that 
identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably 
linkable to a user of the covered platform. 

(f) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE 
DATA SECURITY.—A covered platform shall— 

(1) establish, implement, and maintain rea-
sonable data security to— 

(A) protect the confidentiality, integrity, 
and accessibility of technology verification 
measure data collected by the covered plat-
form or a third party employed by the cov-
ered platform; and 

(B) protect such technology verification 
measure data against unauthorized access; 
and 

(2) retain the technology verification 
measure data for no longer than is reason-
ably necessary to utilize a technology 
verification measure or what is minimally 
necessary to demonstrate compliance with 
the obligations under this title. 
SEC. 405. CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS. 

In enforcing the requirements under sec-
tion 404, the Commission shall consult with 
the following individuals, including with re-
spect to the applicable standards and metrics 
for making a determination on whether a 
user of a covered platform is not a minor: 

(1) Individuals with experience in computer 
science and software engineering. 

(2) Individuals with experience in— 
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(A) advocating for online child safety; or 
(B) providing services to minors who have 

been victimized by online child exploitation. 
(3) Individuals with experience in con-

sumer protection and online privacy. 
(4) Individuals who supply technology 

verification measure products or have exper-
tise in technology verification measure solu-
tions. 

(5) Individuals with experience in data se-
curity and cryptography. 
SEC. 406. COMMISSION REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall— 
(1) conduct regular audits of covered plat-

forms to ensure compliance with the require-
ments of section 404; 

(2) make public the terms and processes for 
the audits conducted under paragraph (1), in-
cluding the processes for any third party 
conducting an audit on behalf of the Com-
mission; 

(3) establish a process for each covered 
platform to submit only such documents or 
other materials as are necessary for the 
Commission to ensure full compliance with 
the requirements of section 404 when con-
ducting audits under this section; and 

(4) prescribe the appropriate documents, 
materials, or other measures required to 
demonstrate full compliance with the re-
quirements of section 404. 

(b) GUIDANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Commission shall issue guidance to assist 
covered platforms in complying with the re-
quirements of section 404. 

(2) LIMITATIONS ON GUIDANCE.—No guidance 
issued by the Commission with respect to 
this title shall confer any rights on any per-
son, State, or locality, nor shall operate to 
bind the Commission or any person to the 
approach recommended in such guidance. In 
any enforcement action brought pursuant to 
this title, the Commission shall allege a spe-
cific violation of a provision of this title. 
The Commission may not base an enforce-
ment action on, or execute a consent order 
based on, practices that are alleged to be in-
consistent with any such guidelines, unless 
the practices allegedly violate a provision of 
this title. 
SEC. 407. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACT OR PRAC-
TICE.—A violation of section 404 shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice under sec-
tion 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(b) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-

force section 404 in the same manner, by the 
same means, and with the same jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties as though all applicable 
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were 
incorporated into and made a part of this 
title. 

(2) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates section 404 shall be subject 
to the penalties and entitled to the privi-
leges and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
title shall be construed to limit the author-
ity of the Commission under any other provi-
sion of law. 
SEC. 408. GAO REPORT. 

Not later than 2 years after the date on 
which covered platforms are required to 
comply with the requirement of section 
404(a), the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall submit to Congress a report that 
includes— 

(1) an analysis of the effectiveness of the 
technology verification measures required 
under such section; 

(2) an analysis of rates of compliance with 
such section among covered platforms; 

(3) an analysis of the data security meas-
ures used by covered platforms in the age 
verification process; 

(4) an analysis of the behavioral, economic, 
psychological, and societal effects of imple-
menting technology verification measures; 

(5) recommendations to the Commission on 
improving enforcement of section 404(a), if 
any; and 

(6) recommendations to Congress on poten-
tial legislative improvements to this title, if 
any. 
SEC. 409. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 

If any provision of this Act, or the applica-
tion of such a provision to any person or cir-
cumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remaining provisions of this Act, and the 
application of such provisions to any other 
person or circumstance, shall not be affected 
thereby. 

SA 3080. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
TITLE IV—TAKE IT DOWN ACT 

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Tools to 

Address Known Exploitation by Immo-
bilizing Technological Deepfakes on 
Websites and Networks Act’’ or the ‘‘TAKE 
IT DOWN Act’’. 
SEC. 402. CRIMINAL PROHIBITION ON INTEN-

TIONAL DISCLOSURE OF NON-
CONSENSUAL INTIMATE VISUAL DE-
PICTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 223 of the Com-
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 223) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(h) INTENTIONAL DISCLOSURE OF NON-
CONSENSUAL INTIMATE VISUAL DEPICTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) CONSENT.—The term ‘consent’ means 

an affirmative, conscious, and voluntary au-
thorization made by an individual free from 
force, fraud, duress, misrepresentation, or 
coercion. 

‘‘(B) DEEPFAKE.—The term ‘deepfake’ 
means a video or image that is generated or 
substantially modified using machine-learn-
ing techniques or any other computer-gen-
erated or machine-generated means to false-
ly depict an individual’s appearance or con-
duct within an intimate visual depiction. 

‘‘(C) IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘identifiable in-

dividual’ means an individual— 
‘‘(I) who appears in whole or in part in an 

intimate visual depiction; and 
‘‘(II) whose face, likeness, or other distin-

guishing characteristic (including a unique 
birthmark or other recognizable feature) is 
displayed in connection with such intimate 
visual depiction. 

‘‘(ii) APPEARS.—For purposes of clause (i), 
an individual appears in an intimate visual 
depiction if— 

‘‘(I) the individual is actually the indi-
vidual identified in the intimate visual de-
piction; or 

‘‘(II) a deepfake of the individual is used to 
realistically depict the individual such that 
a reasonable person would believe the indi-
vidual is actually depicted in the intimate 
visual depiction. 

‘‘(D) INTERACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE.—The 
term ‘interactive computer service’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 230. 

‘‘(E) INTIMATE VISUAL DEPICTION.—The term 
‘intimate visual depiction’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1309 of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (15 U.S.C. 
6851). 

‘‘(F) MINOR.—The term ‘minor’ means any 
individual under the age of 18 years. 

‘‘(2) OFFENSE.— 
‘‘(A) INVOLVING ADULTS.—Except as pro-

vided in subparagraph (C), it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person, in interstate or foreign 
commerce, to use an interactive computer 
service to knowingly publish an intimate 
visual depiction of an identifiable individual 
who is not a minor if— 

‘‘(i) the intimate visual depiction was ob-
tained or created under circumstances in 
which the person knew or reasonably should 
have known the identifiable individual had a 
reasonable expectation of privacy; 

‘‘(ii) what is depicted was not voluntarily 
exposed by the identifiable individual in a 
public or commercial setting; 

‘‘(iii) what is depicted is not a matter of 
public concern; and 

‘‘(iv) publication of the intimate visual de-
piction— 

‘‘(I) is intended to cause harm; or 
‘‘(II) causes harm, including psychological, 

financial, or reputational harm, to the iden-
tifiable individual. 

‘‘(B) INVOLVING MINORS.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), it shall be unlaw-
ful for any person, in interstate or foreign 
commerce, to use an interactive computer 
service to knowingly publish an intimate 
visual depiction of an identifiable individual 
who is a minor with intent to— 

‘‘(i) abuse, humiliate, harass, or degrade 
the minor; or 

‘‘(ii) arouse or gratify the sexual desire of 
any person. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.—Subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) shall not apply to— 

‘‘(i) a lawfully authorized investigative, 
protective, or intelligence activity of— 

‘‘(I) a law enforcement agency of the 
United States, a State, or a political subdivi-
sion of a State; or 

‘‘(II) an intelligence agency of the United 
States; 

‘‘(ii) a disclosure made reasonably and in 
good faith— 

‘‘(I) to a law enforcement officer or agency; 
‘‘(II) as part of a document production or 

filing associated with a legal proceeding; 
‘‘(III) as part of medical education, diag-

nosis, or treatment or for a legitimate med-
ical, scientific, or education purpose; or 

‘‘(IV) in the reporting of unlawful content 
or unsolicited or unwelcome conduct or in 
pursuance of a legal, professional, or other 
lawful obligation; or 

‘‘(V) to seek support or help with respect 
to the receipt of an unsolicited intimate vis-
ual depiction; 

‘‘(iii) a disclosure reasonably intended to 
assist the identifiable individual; or 

‘‘(iv) a person who possesses or publishes 
an intimate visual depiction of himself or 
herself engaged in nudity or sexually explicit 
conduct (as that term is defined in section 
2256(2)(A) of title 18, United States Code). 

‘‘(3) PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(A) OFFENSES INVOLVING ADULTS.—Any 

person who violates paragraph (2)(A) shall be 
fined under title 18, United States Code, im-
prisoned not more than 2 years, or both. 

‘‘(B) OFFENSES INVOLVING MINORS.—Any 
person who violates paragraph (2)(B) shall be 
fined under title 18, United States Code, im-
prisoned not more than 3 years, or both. 

‘‘(4) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes 
of paragraph (2)— 
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‘‘(A) the fact that the identifiable indi-

vidual provided consent for the creation of 
the intimate visual depiction shall not es-
tablish that the individual provided consent 
for the publication of the intimate visual de-
piction; and 

‘‘(B) the fact that the identifiable indi-
vidual disclosed the intimate visual depic-
tion to another individual shall not establish 
that the identifiable individual provided con-
sent for the publication of the intimate vis-
ual depiction by the person alleged to have 
violated paragraph (2). 

‘‘(5) THREATS.—Any person who inten-
tionally threatens to commit an offense 
under paragraph (2) for the purpose of in-
timidation, coercion, extortion, or to create 
mental distress shall be punished as provided 
in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(6) FORFEITURE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The court, in imposing a 

sentence on any person convicted of a viola-
tion of subparagraph (2), shall order, in addi-
tion to any other sentence imposed and irre-
spective of any provision of State law, that 
the person forfeit to the United States— 

‘‘(i) any material distributed in violation 
of that paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) the person’s interest in property, real 
or personal, constituting or derived from any 
gross proceeds of the violation, or any prop-
erty traceable to such property, obtained or 
retained directly or indirectly as a result of 
the violation; and 

‘‘(iii) any personal property of the person 
used, or intended to be used, in any manner 
or part, to commit or to facilitate the com-
mission of the violation. 

‘‘(B) PROCEDURES.—Section 413 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 853), with 
the exception of subsections (a) and (d), shall 
apply to the criminal forfeiture of property 
under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(7) RESTITUTION.—The court shall order 
restitution for an offense under paragraph (2) 
in the same manner as under section 2264 of 
title 18, United States Code.’’. 

(b) DEFENSES.—Section 223(e)(1) of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 
223(e)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘or (d)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, (d), or (h)’’. 

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Subsection (i) of section 223 of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 223), 
as so redesignated by subsection (a), is 
amended by inserting ‘‘DEFINITIONS.—’’ be-
fore ‘‘For purposes of this section’’. 
SEC. 403. NOTICE AND REMOVAL OF NONCONSEN-

SUAL INTIMATE VISUAL DEPIC-
TIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) NOTICE AND REMOVAL PROCESS.— 
(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, a 
covered platform shall establish a process 
whereby an identifiable individual (or an au-
thorized representative of such individual) 
may— 

(i) notify the covered platform of an inti-
mate visual depiction published on the cov-
ered platform that— 

(I) includes a depiction of the identifiable 
individual; and 

(II) was published without the consent of 
the identifiable individual; and 

(ii) submit a request for the covered plat-
form to remove such intimate visual depic-
tion. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—A notification and re-
quest for removal of an intimate visual de-
piction submitted under the process estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall include, 
in writing— 

(i) a physical or electronic signature of the 
identifiable individual (or an authorized rep-
resentative of such individual); 

(ii) an identification of the intimate visual 
depiction of the identifiable individual; and 

(iii) a brief statement that the identifiable 
individual has a good faith belief that any 
intimate visual depiction identified under 
clause (ii) is not consensual, including any 
relevant information for the covered plat-
form to determine the intimate visual depic-
tion was published without the consent of 
the identifiable individual. 

(2) NOTICE OF PROCESS.—A covered platform 
shall provide on the platform a clear and 
conspicuous notice of the notice and removal 
process established under paragraph (1)(A). 

(3) REMOVAL OF NONCONSENSUAL INTIMATE 
VISUAL DEPICTIONS.—Upon receiving a valid 
removal request from an identifiable indi-
vidual (or an authorized representative of 
such individual) using the process described 
in paragraph (1)(A)(ii), a covered platform 
shall remove the intimate visual depiction 
and make reasonable efforts to remove any 
identical copies of such depiction as soon as 
possible, but not later than 48 hours after re-
ceiving such request. 

(4) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—A covered 
platform shall not be liable for any claim 
based on the covered platform’s good faith 
disabling of access to, or removal of, mate-
rial claimed to be a nonconsensual intimate 
visual depiction based on facts or cir-
cumstances from which the unlawful pub-
lishing of an intimate visual depiction is ap-
parent, regardless of whether the intimate 
visual depiction is ultimately determined to 
be unlawful or not. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY THE COMMISSION.— 
(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-

TICES.—A violation of this section shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or a deceptive act or practice under 
section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (D), the Commission shall en-
force this section in the same manner, by the 
same means, and with the same jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties as though all applicable 
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were 
incorporated into and made a part of this 
section. 

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates this title shall be subject to 
the penalties and entitled to the privileges 
and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(C) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in 
this title shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Commission under any other 
provision of law. 

(D) SCOPE OF JURISDICTION.—Notwith-
standing sections 4, 5(a)(2), or 6 of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 44, 
45(a)(2), 46), or any jurisdictional limitation 
of the Commission, the Commission shall 
also enforce this section in the same manner 
provided in subparagraph (A), with respect to 
organizations that are not organized to carry 
on business for their own profit or that of 
their members. 
SEC. 404. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Federal Trade Commission. 
(2) CONSENT; DEEPFAKE; IDENTIFIABLE INDI-

VIDUAL; INTIMATE VISUAL DEPICTION.—The 
terms ‘‘consent’’, ‘‘deepfake’’, ‘‘identifiable 
individual’’, ‘‘intimate visual depiction’’, 
and ‘‘minor’’ have the meaning given such 
terms in section 223(h) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 223), as added by 
section 402. 

(3) COVERED PLATFORM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered plat-

form’’ means a website, online service, on-
line application, or mobile application that— 

(i) serves the public; and 

(ii) primarily provides a forum for user- 
generated content, including messages, vid-
eos, images, games, and audio files. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘covered plat-
form’’ shall not include the following: 

(i) A provider of broadband internet access 
service (as described in section 8.1(b) of title 
47, Code of Federal Regulations, or successor 
regulation). 

(ii) Electronic mail. 
(iii) An online service, application, or 

website— 
(I) that consists primarily of content that 

is not user generated but is preselected by 
the provider of such online service, applica-
tion, or website; and 

(II) for which any chat, comment, or inter-
active functionality is incidental to, directly 
related to, or dependent on the provision of 
the content described in subclause (I). 

SA 3081. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 6, line 25, strike ‘‘or’’ 
and all that follows through ‘‘cir-
cumstances’’ on page 7, line 2. 

SA 3082. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to 
grant the Federal Trade Commission or the 
Kids Online Safety Council the authority to 
promulgate regulations or issue guidance be-
yond those required to prevent the targeted 
abuse of minors. 

SA 3083. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

All speech protected by the First Amend-
ment of the Constitution shall be exempt 
from all regulations and restrictions im-
posed by this Act. 

SA 3084. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
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SEC. lll. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act, nor any regulation 
promulgated or guidance issued by the Fed-
eral Trade Commission or the Kids Online 
Safety Council, shall be construed to exceed 
the regulations and requirements applicable 
to broadcast television. 

SA 3085. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act, nor any regulation 
promulgated thereunder by the Federal 
Trade Commission or the Kids Online Safety 
Council, shall be construed to apply to polit-
ical, social, or religious speech. 

SA 3086. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 102. 

SA 3087. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kids Online 
Safety and Privacy Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND MI-

NORS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Federal Trade Commission. 
(2) NATIONAL ACADEMY.—The term ‘‘Na-

tional Academy’’ means the National Acad-
emy of Sciences. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(b) RESEARCH ON SOCIAL MEDIA HARMS.— 
Not later than 12 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy, under which the National 
Academy shall conduct no less than 5 sci-
entific, comprehensive studies and reports on 
the risk of harms to minors by use of social 
media and other online platforms, including 
in English and non-English languages. 

(c) MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED.—In con-
tracting with the National Academy, the 
Commission, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall seek to commission separate 
studies and reports, using the Commission’s 
authority under section 6(b) of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46(b)), on 
the relationship between social media and 
other online platforms as defined in this sub-
title on the following matters: 

(1) Anxiety, depression, eating disorders, 
and suicidal behaviors. 

(2) Substance use disorders and the use of 
narcotic drugs, tobacco products, gambling, 
or alcohol by minors. 

(3) Sexual exploitation and abuse. 
(4) Addiction-like use of social media and 

design factors that lead to unhealthy and 
harmful overuse of social media. 

(d) ADDITIONAL STUDY.—Not earlier than 4 
years after enactment, the Commission shall 
seek to enter into a contract with the Na-
tional Academy under which the National 
Academy shall conduct an additional study 
and report covering the matters described in 
subsection (c) for the purposes of providing 
additional information, considering new re-
search, and other matters. 

(e) CONTENT OF REPORTS.— The comprehen-
sive studies and reports conducted pursuant 
to this section shall seek to evaluate im-
pacts and advance understanding, knowl-
edge, and remedies regarding the harms to 
minors posed by social media and other on-
line platforms, and may include rec-
ommendations related to public policy. 

(f) ACTIVE STUDIES.—If the National Acad-
emy is engaged in any active studies on the 
matters described in subsection (c) at the 
time that it enters into a contract with the 
Commission to conduct a study under this 
section, it may base the study to be con-
ducted under this section on the active 
study, so long as it otherwise incorporates 
the requirements of this section. 

(g) COLLABORATION.—In designing and con-
ducting the studies under this section, the 
Commission, the Secretary, and the National 
Academy shall consult with the Surgeon 
General and the Kids Online Safety Council. 

(h) ACCESS TO DATA.— 
(1) FACT-FINDING AUTHORITY.—The Commis-

sion may issue orders under section 6(b) of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
46(b)) to require covered platforms to provide 
reports, data, or answers in writing as nec-
essary to conduct the studies required under 
this section. 

(2) SCOPE.—In exercising its authority 
under paragraph (1), the Commission may 
issue orders to no more than 5 covered plat-
forms per study under this section. 

(3) CONFIDENTIAL ACCESS.—Notwith-
standing section 6(f) or 21 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46, 57b–2), 
the Commission shall enter in agreements 
with the National Academy to share appro-
priate information received from a covered 
platform pursuant to an order under such 
subsection (b) for a comprehensive study 
under this section in a confidential and se-
cure manner, and to prohibit the disclosure 
or sharing of such information by the Na-
tional Academy. Nothing in this paragraph 
shall be construed to preclude the disclosure 
of any such information if authorized or re-
quired by any other law. 
SEC. 3. AGE VERIFICATION STUDY AND REPORT. 

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Commerce, in 
coordination with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and the Federal Trade 
Commission, shall conduct a study evalu-
ating the most technologically feasible 
methods and options for developing systems 
to verify age at the device or operating sys-
tem level. 

(b) CONTENTS.—Such study shall consider— 
(1) the benefits of creating a device or op-

erating system level age verification system; 
(2) what information may need to be col-

lected to create this type of age verification 
system; 

(3) the accuracy of such systems and their 
impact or steps to improve accessibility, in-
cluding for individuals with disabilities; 

(4) how such a system or systems could 
verify age while mitigating risks to user pri-
vacy and data security and safeguarding mi-
nors’ personal data, emphasizing minimizing 

the amount of data collected and processed 
by covered platforms and age verification 
providers for such a system; 

(5) the technical feasibility, including the 
need for potential hardware and software 
changes, including for devices currently in 
commerce and owned by consumers; and 

(6) the impact of different age verification 
systems on competition, particularly the 
risk of different age verification systems cre-
ating barriers to entry for small companies. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the agen-
cies described in subsection (a) shall submit 
a report containing the results of the study 
conducted under such subsection to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

SA 3088. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for her-
self and Mr. MORAN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
TITLE IV—FULFILLING PROMISES TO 

AFGHAN ALLIES 
SEC. 401. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(E) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(F) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; 

(G) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; 

(H) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; 

(I) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(J) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives. 

(2) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immi-
gration laws’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 101(a)(17) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

(4) SPECIAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.—The term 
‘‘special immigrant status’’ means special 
immigrant status provided under— 

(A) the Afghan Allies Protection Act of 
2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note; Public Law 111–8); 

(B) section 1059 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (8 
U.S.C. 1101 note; Public Law 109–163); or 

(C) subparagraph (N) of section 101(a)(27) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)), as added by section 406(a). 

(5) SPECIFIED APPLICATION.—The term 
‘‘specified application’’ means— 

(A) a pending, documentarily complete ap-
plication for special immigrant status; and 

(B) a case in processing in the United 
States Refugee Admissions Program for an 
individual who has received a Priority 1 or 
Priority 2 referral to such program. 

(6) UNITED STATES REFUGEE ADMISSIONS 
PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘United States Refugee 
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Admissions Program’’ means the program to 
resettle refugees in the United States pursu-
ant to the authorities provided in sections 
101(a)(42), 207, and 412 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42), 1157, 
and 1522). 
SEC. 402. SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN ALLIES OUT-

SIDE THE UNITED STATES. 
(a) RESPONSE TO CONGRESSIONAL INQUIR-

IES.—The Secretary of State shall respond to 
inquiries by Members of Congress regarding 
the status of a specified application sub-
mitted by, or on behalf of, a national of Af-
ghanistan, including any information that 
has been provided to the applicant, in ac-
cordance with section 222(f) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1202(f)). 

(b) OFFICE IN LIEU OF EMBASSY.—During 
the period in which there is no operational 
United States embassy in Afghanistan, the 
Secretary of State shall designate an appro-
priate office within the Department of 
State— 

(1) to review specified applications sub-
mitted by nationals of Afghanistan residing 
in Afghanistan, including by conducting any 
required interviews; 

(2) to issue visas or other travel documents 
to such nationals, in accordance with the im-
migration laws; 

(3) to provide services to such nationals, to 
the greatest extent practicable, that would 
normally be provided by an embassy; and 

(4) to carry out any other function the Sec-
retary of State considers necessary. 
SEC. 403. CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENT 

STATUS FOR ELIGIBLE INDIVID-
UALS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENT STA-

TUS.—The term ‘‘conditional permanent resi-
dent status’’ means conditional permanent 
resident status under section 216 and 216A of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1186a, 1186b), subject to the provisions 
of this section. 

(2) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble individual’’ means an alien who— 

(A) is present in the United States; 
(B) is a citizen or national of Afghanistan 

or, in the case of an alien having no nation-
ality, is a person who last habitually resided 
in Afghanistan; 

(C) has not been granted permanent resi-
dent status; 

(D)(i) was inspected and admitted to the 
United States on or before the date of the en-
actment of this Act; or 

(ii) was paroled into the United States dur-
ing the period beginning on July 30, 2021, and 
ending on the date of the enactment of this 
Act, provided that— 

(I) such parole has not been terminated by 
the Secretary upon written notice; and 

(II) the alien did not enter the United 
States at a location between ports of entry 
along the southwest land border; and 

(E) is admissible to the United States as an 
immigrant under the applicable immigration 
laws, including eligibility for waivers of 
grounds of inadmissibility to the extent pro-
vided by the immigration laws and the terms 
of this section. 

(b) CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENT STA-
TUS FOR ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.— 

(1) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS TO CONDITIONAL 
PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS.—Beginning on 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary— 

(A) may adjust the status of each eligible 
individual to that of an alien lawfully admit-
ted for permanent residence status, subject 
to the procedures established by the Sec-
retary to determine eligibility for condi-
tional permanent resident status; and 

(B) shall create for each eligible individual 
who is granted adjustment of status under 
this section a record of admission to such 

status as of the date on which the eligible in-
dividual was initially inspected and admit-
ted or paroled into the United States, or 
July 30, 2021, whichever is later, 
unless the Secretary determines, on a case- 
by-case basis, that such individual is inad-
missible under any ground of inadmissibility 
under section 212 (other than subsection 
(a)(4)) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act ( 8 U.S.C. 1182) and is not eligible for a 
waiver of such grounds of inadmissibility as 
provided by this title or by the immigration 
laws. 

(2) CONDITIONAL BASIS.—An individual who 
obtains lawful permanent resident status 
under this section shall be considered, at the 
time of obtaining the status of an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence, to 
have obtained such status on a conditional 
basis subject to the provisions of this sec-
tion. 

(c) CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENT STA-
TUS DESCRIBED.— 

(1) ASSESSMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Before granting condi-

tional permanent resident status to an eligi-
ble individual under subsection (b)(1), the 
Secretary shall conduct an assessment with 
respect to the eligible individual, which shall 
be equivalent in rigor to the assessment con-
ducted with respect to refugees admitted to 
the United States through the United States 
Refugee Admissions Program, for the pur-
pose of determining whether the eligible in-
dividual is inadmissible under any ground of 
inadmissibility under section 212 (other than 
subsection (a)(4)) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182) and is not eligi-
ble for a waiver of such grounds of inadmis-
sibility under paragraph (2)(C) or the immi-
gration laws. 

(B) CONSULTATION.—In conducting an as-
sessment under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may consult with the head of any 
other relevant agency and review the hold-
ings of any such agency. 

(2) REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not earlier than the date 

described in subparagraph (B), the Secretary 
may remove the conditional basis of the sta-
tus of an individual granted conditional per-
manent resident status under this section 
unless the Secretary determines, on a case- 
by-case basis, that such individual is inad-
missible under any ground of inadmissibility 
under paragraph (2) or (3) of section 212(a) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182(a)), and is not eligible for a waiv-
er of such grounds of inadmissibility under 
subparagraph (C) or the immigration laws. 

(B) DATE DESCRIBED.—The date described in 
this subparagraph is the earlier of— 

(i) the date that is 4 years after the date on 
which the individual was admitted or paroled 
into the United States; or 

(ii) July 1, 2027. 
(C) WAIVER.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), to determine eligibility for condi-
tional permanent resident status under sub-
section (b) or removal of conditions under 
this paragraph, the Secretary may waive the 
application of the grounds of inadmissibility 
under 212(a) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)) for humanitarian 
purposes or to ensure family unity. 

(ii) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary may not 
waive under clause (i) the application of sub-
paragraphs (C) through (E) and (G) through 
(H) of paragraph (2), or paragraph (3), of sec-
tion 212(a) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)). 

(iii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subparagraph may be construed to ex-
pand or limit any other waiver authority ap-
plicable under the immigration laws to an 
individual who is otherwise eligible for ad-
justment of status. 

(D) TIMELINE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date described in subparagraph (B), 
the Secretary shall, to the greatest extent 
practicable, remove conditions as to all indi-
viduals granted conditional permanent resi-
dent status under this section who are eligi-
ble for removal of conditions. 

(3) TREATMENT OF CONDITIONAL BASIS OF 
STATUS PERIOD FOR PURPOSES OF NATURALIZA-
TION.—An individual in conditional perma-
nent resident status under this section shall 
be considered— 

(A) to have been admitted to the United 
States as an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence; and 

(B) to be present in the United States as an 
alien lawfully admitted to the United States 
for permanent residence, provided that, no 
alien granted conditional permanent resi-
dent status shall be naturalized unless the 
alien’s conditions have been removed under 
this section. 

(d) TERMINATION OF CONDITIONAL PERMA-
NENT RESIDENT STATUS.—Conditional perma-
nent resident status shall terminate on, as 
applicable— 

(1) the date on which the Secretary re-
moves the conditions pursuant to subsection 
(c)(2), on which date the alien shall be law-
fully admitted for permanent residence with-
out conditions; 

(2) the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines that the alien was not an eligible indi-
vidual under subsection (a)(2) as of the date 
that such conditional permanent resident 
status was granted, on which date of the Sec-
retary’s determination the alien shall no 
longer be an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence; or 

(3) the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines pursuant to subsection (c)(2) that the 
alien is not eligible for removal of condi-
tions, on which date the alien shall no longer 
be an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to limit the 
authority of the Secretary at any time to 
place in removal proceedings under section 
240 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1229a) any alien who has condi-
tional permanent resident status under this 
section, if the alien is deportable under sec-
tion 237 of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1227) under a 
ground of deportability applicable to an 
alien who has been lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence. 

(f) PAROLE EXPIRATION TOLLED.—The expi-
ration date of a period of parole shall not 
apply to an individual under consideration 
for conditional permanent resident status 
under this section, until such time as the 
Secretary has determined whether to issue 
conditional permanent resident status. 

(g) PERIODIC NONADVERSARIAL MEETINGS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date on which an individual is con-
ferred conditional permanent resident status 
under this section, and periodically there-
after, the Office of Refugee Resettlement 
shall make available opportunities for the 
individual to participate in a nonadversarial 
meeting, during which an official of the Of-
fice of Refugee Resettlement (or an agency 
funded by the Office) shall— 

(A) on request by the individual, assist the 
individual in a referral or application for ap-
plicable benefits administered by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and 
completing any applicable paperwork; and 

(B) answer any questions regarding eligi-
bility for other benefits administered by the 
United States Government. 

(2) NOTIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS.—Not 
later than 7 days before the date on which a 
meeting under paragraph (1) is scheduled to 
occur, the Secretary of Health and Human 
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Services shall provide notice to the indi-
vidual that includes the date of the sched-
uled meeting and a description of the process 
for rescheduling the meeting. 

(3) CONDUCT OF MEETING.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall implement 
practices to ensure that— 

(A) meetings under paragraph (1) are con-
ducted in a nonadversarial manner; and 

(B) interpretation and translation services 
are provided to individuals granted condi-
tional permanent resident status under this 
section who have limited English pro-
ficiency. 

(4) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed— 

(A) to prevent an individual from electing 
to have counsel present during a meeting 
under paragraph (1); or 

(B) in the event that an individual declines 
to participate in such a meeting, to affect 
the individual’s conditional permanent resi-
dent status under this section or eligibility 
to have conditions removed in accordance 
with this section. 

(h) CONSIDERATION.—Except with respect to 
an application for naturalization and the 
benefits described in subsection (p), an indi-
vidual in conditional permanent resident 
status under this section shall be considered 
to be an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence for purposes of the adjudica-
tion of an application or petition for a ben-
efit or the receipt of a benefit. 

(i) NOTIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS.—Not 
later than 90 days after the date on which 
the status of an individual is adjusted to 
that of conditional permanent resident sta-
tus under this section, the Secretary shall 
provide notice to such individual with re-
spect to the provisions of this section, in-
cluding subsection (c)(1) (relating to the con-
duct of assessments) and subsection (g) (re-
lating to periodic nonadversarial meetings). 

(j) APPLICATION FOR NATURALIZATION.—The 
Secretary shall establish procedures whereby 
an individual who would otherwise be eligi-
ble to apply for naturalization but for having 
conditional permanent resident status, may 
be considered for naturalization coincident 
with removal of conditions under subsection 
(c)(2). 

(k) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien described in 

paragraph (2) shall be regarded as lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence as of the 
date the alien was initially inspected and ad-
mitted or paroled into the United States, or 
July 30, 2021, whichever is later. 

(2) ALIEN DESCRIBED.—An alien described in 
this paragraph is an alien who— 

(A) is described in subparagraphs (A), (B), 
and (D) of subsection (a)(2), and whose status 
was adjusted to that of an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence on or after 
July 30, 2021, but on or before the date of the 
enactment of this Act; or 

(B) is an eligible individual whose status is 
then adjusted to that of an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence after the 
date of the enactment of this Act under any 
provision of the immigration laws other than 
this section. 

(l) PARENTS AND LEGAL GUARDIANS OF UN-
ACCOMPANIED CHILDREN.—A parent or legal 
guardian of an eligible individual shall be el-
igible to obtain status as an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence on a con-
ditional basis if— 

(1) the eligible individual— 
(A) was under 18 years of age on the date 

on which the eligible individual was granted 
conditional permanent resident status under 
this section; and 

(B) was not accompanied by at least one 
parent or guardian on the date the eligible 
individual was admitted or paroled into the 
United States; and 

(2) such parent or legal guardian was ad-
mitted or paroled into the United States 
after the date referred to in paragraph (1)(B). 

(m) GUIDANCE.— 
(1) INTERIM GUIDANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall issue guidance imple-
menting this section. 

(B) PUBLICATION.—Notwithstanding section 
553 of title 5, United States Code, guidance 
issued pursuant to subparagraph (A)— 

(i) may be published on the internet 
website of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity; and 

(ii) shall be effective on an interim basis 
immediately upon such publication but may 
be subject to change and revision after no-
tice and an opportunity for public comment. 

(2) FINAL GUIDANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of issuance of guidance under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall finalize 
the guidance implementing this section. 

(B) EXEMPTION FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES ACT.—Chapter 5 of title 5, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Procedures Act’’), or any other 
law relating to rulemaking or information 
collection, shall not apply to the guidance 
issued under this paragraph. 

(n) ASYLUM CLAIMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the adju-

dication of an application for asylum sub-
mitted by an eligible individual, section 
2502(c) of the Extending Government Fund-
ing and Delivering Emergency Assistance 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 note; Public Law 117–43) 
shall not apply. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to prohibit an eli-
gible individual from seeking or receiving 
asylum under section 208 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158). 

(o) PROHIBITION ON FEES.—The Secretary 
may not charge a fee to any eligible indi-
vidual in connection with the initial 
issuance under this section of— 

(1) a document evidencing status as an 
alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence or conditional permanent resident sta-
tus; or 

(2) an employment authorization docu-
ment. 

(p) ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law— 
(A) an individual described in subsection 

(a) of section 2502 of the Afghanistan Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2022 (8 U.S.C. 
1101 note; Public Law 117–43) shall retain his 
or her eligibility for the benefits and serv-
ices described in subsection (b) of such sec-
tion if the individual is under consideration 
for, or is granted, adjustment of status under 
this section; and 

(B) such benefits and services shall remain 
available to the individual to the same ex-
tent and for the same periods of time as such 
benefits and services are otherwise available 
to refugees who acquire such status. 

(2) EXCEPTION FROM 5-YEAR LIMITED ELIGI-
BILITY FOR MEANS-TESTED PUBLIC BENEFITS.— 
Section 403(b)(1) of the Personal Responsi-
bility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613(b)(1)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(F) An alien whose status is adjusted 
under section 403 of the Kids Online Safety 
and Privacy Act to that of an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence or to that 
of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence on a conditional basis.’’. 

(q) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section may be construed to preclude an 
eligible individual from applying for or re-
ceiving any immigration benefit to which 
the individual is otherwise entitled. 

(r) EXEMPTION FROM NUMERICAL LIMITA-
TIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Aliens granted condi-
tional permanent resident status or lawful 
permanent resident status under this section 
shall not be subject to the numerical limita-
tions under sections 201, 202, and 203 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151, 1152, and 1153). 

(2) SPOUSE AND CHILDREN BENEFICIARIES.—A 
spouse or child who is the beneficiary of an 
immigrant petition under section 204 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1154) filed by an alien who has been granted 
conditional permanent resident status or 
lawful permanent resident status under this 
section, seeking classification of the spouse 
or child under section 203(a)(2)(A) of that Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1153(a)(2)(A)) shall not be subject to 
the numerical limitations under sections 201, 
202, and 203 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151, 1152, and 1153). 

(s) EFFECT ON OTHER APPLICATIONS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, in 
the interest of efficiency, the Secretary may 
pause consideration of any application or re-
quest for an immigration benefit pending ad-
judication so as to prioritize consideration of 
adjustment of status to an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence on a condi-
tional basis under this section. 

(t) AUTHORIZATION FOR APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Attorney General, the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, the Secretary, and the 
Secretary of State such sums as are nec-
essary to carry out this section. 
SEC. 404. REFUGEE PROCESSES FOR CERTAIN AT- 

RISK AFGHAN ALLIES. 
(a) DEFINITION OF AFGHAN ALLY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term 

‘‘Afghan ally’’ means an alien who is a cit-
izen or national of Afghanistan, or in the 
case of an alien having no nationality, an 
alien who last habitually resided in Afghani-
stan, who— 

(A) was— 
(i) a member of— 
(I) the special operations forces of the Af-

ghanistan National Defense and Security 
Forces; 

(II) the Afghanistan National Army Spe-
cial Operations Command; 

(III) the Afghan Air Force; or 
(IV) the Special Mission Wing of Afghani-

stan; 
(ii) a female member of any other entity of 

the Afghanistan National Defense and Secu-
rity Forces, including— 

(I) a cadet or instructor at the Afghanistan 
National Defense University; and 

(II) a civilian employee of the Ministry of 
Defense or the Ministry of Interior Affairs; 

(iii) an individual associated with former 
Afghan military and police human intel-
ligence activities, including operators and 
Department of Defense sources; 

(iv) an individual associated with former 
Afghan military counterintelligence, 
counterterrorism, or counternarcotics; 

(v) an individual associated with the 
former Afghan Ministry of Defense, Ministry 
of Interior Affairs, or court system, and who 
was involved in the investigation, prosecu-
tion or detention of combatants or members 
of the Taliban or criminal networks affili-
ated with the Taliban; 

(vi) an individual employed in the former 
justice sector in Afghanistan as a judge, 
prosecutor, or investigator who was engaged 
in rule of law activities for which the United 
States provided funding or training; or 

(vii) a senior military officer, senior en-
listed personnel, or civilian official who 
served on the staff of the former Ministry of 
Defense or the former Ministry of Interior 
Affairs of Afghanistan; or 
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(B) provided service to an entity or organi-

zation described in subparagraph (A) for not 
less than 1 year during the period beginning 
on December 22, 2001, and ending on Sep-
tember 1, 2021, and did so in support of the 
United States mission in Afghanistan. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the Afghanistan National Defense and 
Security Forces includes members of the se-
curity forces under the Ministry of Defense 
and the Ministry of Interior Affairs of the Is-
lamic Republic of Afghanistan, including the 
Afghanistan National Army, the Afghan Air 
Force, the Afghanistan National Police, and 
any other entity designated by the Secretary 
of Defense as part of the Afghanistan Na-
tional Defense and Security Forces during 
the relevant period of service of the appli-
cant concerned. 

(b) REFUGEE STATUS FOR AFGHAN ALLIES.— 
(1) DESIGNATION AS REFUGEES OF SPECIAL 

HUMANITARIAN CONCERN.—Afghan allies shall 
be considered refugees of special humani-
tarian concern under section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1157), until the later of 10 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act or upon deter-
mination by the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense and 
the Secretary, that such designation is no 
longer in the interest of the United States. 

(2) THIRD COUNTRY PRESENCE NOT RE-
QUIRED.—Notwithstanding section 101(a)(42) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary shall, to the greatest extent 
possible, conduct remote refugee processing 
for an Afghan ally located in Afghanistan. 

(c) AFGHAN ALLIES REFERRAL PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act— 
(A) the Secretary of Defense, in consulta-

tion with the Secretary of State, shall estab-
lish a process by which an individual may 
apply to the Secretary of Defense for classi-
fication as an Afghan ally and request a re-
ferral to the United States Refugee Admis-
sions Program; and 

(B) the head of any appropriate department 
or agency that conducted operations in Af-
ghanistan during the period beginning on De-
cember 22, 2001, and ending on September 1, 
2021, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, may establish a process by which an 
individual may apply to the head of the ap-
propriate department or agency for classi-
fication as an Afghan ally and request a re-
ferral to the United States Refugee Admis-
sions Program. 

(2) APPLICATION SYSTEM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The process established 

under paragraph (1) shall— 
(i) include the development and mainte-

nance of a secure online portal through 
which applicants may provide information 
verifying their status as Afghan allies and 
upload supporting documentation; and 

(ii) allow— 
(I) an applicant to submit his or her own 

application; 
(II) a designee of an applicant to submit an 

application on behalf of the applicant; and 
(III) in the case of an applicant who is out-

side the United States, the submission of an 
application regardless of where the applicant 
is located. 

(B) USE BY OTHER AGENCIES.—The Sec-
retary of Defense— 

(i) may enter into arrangements with the 
head of any other appropriate department or 
agency so as to allow the application system 
established under subparagraph (A) to be 
used by such department or agency; and 

(ii) shall notify the Secretary of State of 
any such arrangement. 

(3) REVIEW PROCESS.—As soon as prac-
ticable after receiving a request for classi-
fication and referral described in paragraph 

(1), the head of the appropriate department 
or agency shall— 

(A) review— 
(i) the service record of the applicant, if 

available; 
(ii) if the applicant provides a service 

record or other supporting documentation, 
any information that helps verify the service 
record concerned, including information or 
an attestation provided by any current or 
former official of the department or agency 
who has personal knowledge of the eligibility 
of the applicant for such classification and 
referral; and 

(iii) the data holdings of the department or 
agency and other cooperating interagency 
partners, including as applicable biographic 
and biometric records, iris scans, finger-
prints, voice biometric information, hand ge-
ometry biometrics, other identifiable infor-
mation, and any other information related 
to the applicant, including relevant deroga-
tory information; and 

(B)(i) in a case in which the head of the de-
partment or agency determines that the ap-
plicant is an Afghan ally without significant 
derogatory information, refer the Afghan 
ally to the United States Refugee Admis-
sions Program as a refugee; and 

(ii) include with such referral— 
(I) any service record concerned, if avail-

able; 
(II) if the applicant provides a service 

record, any information that helps verify the 
service record concerned; and 

(III) any biometrics for the applicant. 
(4) REVIEW PROCESS FOR DENIAL OF REQUEST 

FOR REFERRAL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an appli-

cant with respect to whom the head of the 
appropriate department or agency denies a 
request for classification and referral based 
on a determination that the applicant is not 
an Afghan ally or based on derogatory infor-
mation— 

(i) the head of the department or agency 
shall provide the applicant with a written 
notice of the denial that provides, to the 
maximum extent practicable, a description 
of the basis for the denial, including the 
facts and inferences, or evidentiary gaps, un-
derlying the individual determination; and 

(ii) the applicant shall be provided an op-
portunity to submit not more than 1 written 
appeal to the head of the department or 
agency for each such denial. 

(B) DEADLINE FOR APPEAL.—An appeal 
under clause (ii) of subparagraph (A) shall be 
submitted— 

(i) not more than 120 days after the date on 
which the applicant concerned receives no-
tice under clause (i) of that subparagraph; or 

(ii) on any date thereafter, at the discre-
tion of the head of the appropriate depart-
ment or agency. 

(C) REQUEST TO REOPEN.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—An applicant who receives 

a denial under subparagraph (A) may submit 
a request to reopen a request for classifica-
tion and referral under the process estab-
lished under paragraph (1) so that the appli-
cant may provide additional information, 
clarify existing information, or explain any 
unfavorable information. 

(ii) LIMITATION.—After considering 1 such 
request to reopen from an applicant, the 
head of the appropriate department or agen-
cy may deny subsequent requests to reopen 
submitted by the same applicant. 

(5) FORM AND CONTENT OF REFERRAL.—To 
the extent practicable, the head of the appro-
priate department or agency shall ensure 
that referrals made under this subsection— 

(A) conform to requirements established by 
the Secretary of State for form and content; 
and 

(B) are complete and include sufficient 
contact information, supporting documenta-

tion, and any other material the Secretary 
of State or the Secretary consider necessary 
or helpful in determining whether an appli-
cant is entitled to refugee status. 

(6) TERMINATION.—The application process 
and referral system under this subsection 
shall terminate upon the later of 1 year be-
fore the termination of the designation 
under subsection (b)(1) or on the date of a 
joint determination by the Secretary of 
State and the Secretary of Defense, in con-
sultation with the Secretary, that such ter-
mination is in the national interest of the 
United States. 

(d) GENERAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) PROHIBITION ON FEES.—The Secretary, 

the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
State, or the head of any appropriate depart-
ment or agency referring Afghan allies under 
this section may not charge any fee in con-
nection with a request for a classification 
and referral as a refugee under this section. 

(2) DEFENSE PERSONNEL.—Any limitation in 
law with respect to the number of personnel 
within the Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
the military departments, or a Defense 
Agency (as defined in section 101(a) of title 
10, United States Code) shall not apply to 
personnel employed for the primary purpose 
of carrying out this section. 

(3) REPRESENTATION.—An alien applying for 
admission to the United States under this 
section may be represented during the appli-
cation process, including at relevant inter-
views and examinations, by an attorney or 
other accredited representative. Such rep-
resentation shall not be at the expense of the 
United States Government. 

(4) PROTECTION OF ALIENS.—The Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the head of 
any other appropriate Federal agency, shall 
make a reasonable effort to provide an alien 
who has been classified as an Afghan ally 
and has been referred as a refugee under this 
section protection or to immediately remove 
such alien from Afghanistan, if possible. 

(5) OTHER ELIGIBILITY FOR IMMIGRANT STA-
TUS.—No alien shall be denied the oppor-
tunity to apply for admission under this sec-
tion solely because the alien qualifies as an 
immediate relative or is eligible for any 
other immigrant classification. 

(6) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as necessary for each of fiscal years 
2024 through 2034 to carry out this section. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section may be construed to inhibit the 
Secretary of State from accepting refugee 
referrals from any entity. 
SEC. 405. IMPROVING EFFICIENCY AND OVER-

SIGHT OF REFUGEE AND SPECIAL 
IMMIGRANT PROCESSING. 

(a) ACCEPTANCE OF FINGERPRINT CARDS AND 
SUBMISSIONS OF BIOMETRICS.—In addition to 
the methods authorized under the heading 
relating to the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service under title I of the Departments 
of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judici-
ary, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–119, 111 Stat. 2448; 
8 U.S.C. 1103 note), and other applicable law, 
and subject to such safeguards as the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State or the Secretary of Defense, as appro-
priate, shall prescribe to ensure the integrity 
of the biometric collection (which shall in-
clude verification of identity by comparison 
of such fingerprints with fingerprints taken 
by or under the direct supervision of the Sec-
retary prior to or at the time of the individ-
ual’s application for admission to the United 
States), the Secretary may, in the case of 
any application for any benefit under the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 
et seq.), accept fingerprint cards or any 
other submission of biometrics— 

(1) prepared by international or nongovern-
mental organizations under an appropriate 
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agreement with the Secretary or the Sec-
retary of State; 

(2) prepared by employees or contractors of 
the Department of Homeland Security or the 
Department of State; or 

(3) provided by an agency (as defined under 
section 3502 of title 44, United States Code). 

(b) STAFFING.— 
(1) VETTING.—The Secretary of State, the 

Secretary, the Secretary of Defense, and any 
other agency authorized to carry out the 
vetting process under this title, shall each 
ensure sufficient staffing, and request the re-
sources necessary, to efficiently and ade-
quately carry out the vetting of applicants 
for— 

(A) referral to the United States Refugee 
Admissions Program, consistent with the de-
terminations established under section 207 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1157); and 

(B) special immigrant status. 
(2) REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT.—The Sec-

retary of Health and Human Services shall 
ensure sufficient staffing to efficiently pro-
vide assistance under chapter 2 of title IV of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1521 et seq.) to refugees resettled in 
the United States. 

(c) REMOTE PROCESSING.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary of 
State and the Secretary shall employ remote 
processing capabilities for refugee processing 
under section 207 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157), including secure 
digital file transfers, videoconferencing and 
teleconferencing capabilities, remote review 
of applications, remote interviews, remote 
collection of signatures, waiver of the appli-
cant’s appearance or signature (other than a 
final appearance and verification by the oath 
of the applicant prior to or at the time of the 
individual’s application for admission to the 
United States), waiver of signature for indi-
viduals under 5 years old, and any other ca-
pability the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary consider appropriate, secure, and like-
ly to reduce processing wait times at par-
ticular facilities. 

(d) MONTHLY ARRIVAL REPORTS.—With re-
spect to monthly reports issued by the Sec-
retary of State relating to United States 
Refugee Admissions Program arrivals, the 
Secretary of State shall report— 

(1) the number of monthly admissions of 
refugees, disaggregated by priorities; and 

(2) the number of Afghan allies admitted as 
refugees. 

(e) INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON AFGHAN 
ALLY STRATEGY.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President shall establish an Inter-
agency Task Force on Afghan Ally Strategy 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Task 
Force’’)— 

(A) to develop and oversee the implementa-
tion of the strategy and contingency plan de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(i) of paragraph 
(4); and 

(B) to submit the report, and provide a 
briefing on the report, as described in sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (4). 

(2) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Task Force shall in-

clude— 
(i) 1 or more representatives from each rel-

evant Federal agency, as designated by the 
head of the applicable relevant Federal agen-
cy; and 

(ii) any other Federal Government official 
designated by the President. 

(B) RELEVANT FEDERAL AGENCY DEFINED.— 
In this paragraph, the term ‘‘relevant Fed-
eral agency’’ means— 

(i) the Department of State; 
(ii) the Department Homeland Security; 
(iii) the Department of Defense; 

(iv) the Department of Health and Human 
Services; 

(v) the Department of Justice; and 
(vi) the Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence. 
(3) CHAIR.—The Task Force shall be chaired 

by the Secretary of State. 
(4) DUTIES.— 
(A) REPORT.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date on which the Task Force is es-
tablished, the Task Force, acting through 
the chair of the Task Force, shall submit a 
report to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress that includes— 

(I) a strategy for facilitating the resettle-
ment of nationals of Afghanistan outside the 
United States who, during the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2001, and ending on Sep-
tember 1, 2021, directly and personally sup-
ported the United States mission in Afghani-
stan, as determined by the Secretary of 
State in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense; and 

(II) a contingency plan for future emer-
gency operations in foreign countries involv-
ing foreign nationals who have worked di-
rectly with the United States Government, 
including the Armed Forces of the United 
States and United States intelligence agen-
cies. 

(ii) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 
clause (i) shall include— 

(I) the total number of nationals of Af-
ghanistan who have pending specified appli-
cations, disaggregated by— 

(aa) such nationals in Afghanistan and 
such nationals in a third country; 

(bb) type of specified application; and 
(cc) applications that are documentarily 

complete and applications that are not 
documentarily complete; 

(II) an estimate of the number of nationals 
of Afghanistan who may be eligible for spe-
cial immigrant status or classification as an 
Afghan ally; 

(III) with respect to the strategy required 
under subparagraph (A)(i)(I)— 

(aa) the estimated number of nationals of 
Afghanistan described in such subparagraph; 

(bb) a description of the process for safely 
resettling such nationals of Afghanistan; 

(cc) a plan for processing such nationals of 
Afghanistan for admission to the United 
States that— 

(AA) discusses the feasibility of remote 
processing for such nationals of Afghanistan 
residing in Afghanistan; 

(BB) includes any strategy for facilitating 
refugee and consular processing for such na-
tionals of Afghanistan in third countries, 
and the timelines for such processing; 

(CC) includes a plan for conducting rig-
orous and efficient vetting of all such na-
tionals of Afghanistan for processing; 

(DD) discusses the availability and capac-
ity of sites in third countries to process ap-
plications and conduct any required vetting 
for such nationals of Afghanistan, including 
the potential to establish additional sites; 
and 

(EE) includes a plan for providing updates 
and necessary information to affected indi-
viduals and relevant nongovernmental orga-
nizations; 

(dd) a description of considerations, includ-
ing resource constraints, security concerns, 
missing or inaccurate information, and dip-
lomatic considerations, that limit the abil-
ity of the Secretary of State or the Sec-
retary to increase the number of such na-
tionals of Afghanistan who can be safely 
processed or resettled; 

(ee) an identification of any resource or ad-
ditional authority necessary to increase the 
number of such nationals of Afghanistan who 
can be processed or resettled; 

(ff) an estimate of the cost to fully imple-
ment the strategy; and 

(gg) any other matter the Task Force con-
siders relevant to the implementation of the 
strategy; 

(IV) with respect to the contingency plan 
required by clause (i)(II)— 

(aa) a description of the standard practices 
for screening and vetting foreign nationals 
considered to be eligible for resettlement in 
the United States, including a strategy for 
vetting, and maintaining the records of, such 
foreign nationals who are unable to provide 
identification documents or biographic de-
tails due to emergency circumstances; 

(bb) a strategy for facilitating refugee or 
consular processing for such foreign nation-
als in third countries; 

(cc) clear guidance with respect to which 
Federal agency has the authority and re-
sponsibility to coordinate Federal resettle-
ment efforts; 

(dd) a description of any resource or addi-
tional authority necessary to coordinate 
Federal resettlement efforts, including the 
need for a contingency fund; 

(ee) any other matter the Task Force con-
siders relevant to the implementation of the 
contingency plan; and 

(V) a strategy for the efficient processing 
of all Afghan special immigrant visa applica-
tions and appeals, including— 

(aa) a review of current staffing levels and 
needs across all interagency offices and offi-
cials engaged in the special immigrant visa 
process; 

(bb) an analysis of the expected Chief of 
Mission approvals and denials of applications 
in the pipeline in order to project the ex-
pected number of visas necessary to provide 
special immigrant status to all approved ap-
plicants under this title during the several 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act; 

(cc) an assessment as to whether adequate 
guidelines exist for reconsidering or reopen-
ing applications for special immigrant visas 
in appropriate circumstances and consistent 
with applicable laws; and 

(dd) an assessment of the procedures 
throughout the special immigrant visa appli-
cation process, including at the Portsmouth 
Consular Center, and the effectiveness of 
communication between the Portsmouth 
Consular Center and applicants, including an 
identification of any area in which improve-
ments to the efficiency of such procedures 
and communication may be made. 

(iii) FORM.—The report required under 
clause (i) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may include a classified annex. 

(B) BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days after 
submitting the report required by clause (i), 
the Task Force shall brief the appropriate 
committees of Congress on the contents of 
the report. 

(5) TERMINATION.—The Task Force shall re-
main in effect until the later of— 

(A) the date on which the strategy required 
under paragraph (4)(A)(i)(I) has been fully 
implemented; 

(B) the date of a determination by the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary, that 
a task force is no longer necessary for the 
implementation of subparagraphs (A) and (B) 
of paragraph (1); or 

(C) the date that is 10 years after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(f) IMPROVING CONSULTATION WITH CON-
GRESS.—Section 207 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by amending para-
graph (4) to read as follows: 

‘‘(4)(A) In the determination made under 
this subsection for each fiscal year (begin-
ning with fiscal year 1992), the President 
shall enumerate, with the respective number 
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of refugees so determined, the number of 
aliens who were granted asylum in the pre-
vious year. 

‘‘(B) In making a determination under 
paragraph (1), the President shall consider 
the information in the most recently pub-
lished projected global resettlement needs 
report published by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees.’’; 

(2) in subsection (e), by amending para-
graph (2) to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) A description of the number and allo-
cation of the refugees to be admitted, includ-
ing the expected allocation by region, and an 
analysis of the conditions within the coun-
tries from which they came.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following— 
‘‘(g) QUARTERLY REPORTS ON ADMISSIONS.— 

Not later than 30 days after the last day of 
each quarter beginning the fourth quarter of 
fiscal year 2024, the President shall submit 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate and the Committee 
on Homeland Security, the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives 
a report that includes the following: 

‘‘(1) REFUGEES ADMITTED.— 
‘‘(A) The number of refugees admitted to 

the United States during the preceding quar-
ter. 

‘‘(B) The cumulative number of refugees 
admitted to the United States during the ap-
plicable fiscal year, as of the last day of the 
preceding quarter. 

‘‘(C) The number of refugees expected to be 
admitted to the United States during the re-
mainder of the applicable fiscal year. 

‘‘(D) The number of refugees from each re-
gion admitted to the United States during 
the preceding quarter. 

‘‘(2) REFUGEE APPLICANTS WITH PENDING SE-
CURITY CHECKS.— 

‘‘(A) The number of aliens, by nationality, 
security check, and responsible vetting agen-
cy, for whom a National Vetting Center or 
other security check has been requested dur-
ing the preceding quarter, and the number of 
aliens, by nationality, for whom the check 
was pending beyond 30 days. 

‘‘(B) The number of aliens, by nationality, 
security check, and responsible vetting agen-
cy, for whom a National Vetting Center or 
other security check has been pending for 
more than 180 days. 

‘‘(3) CIRCUIT RIDES.— 
‘‘(A) For the preceding quarter— 
‘‘(i) the number of Refugee Corps officers 

deployed on circuit rides and the overall 
number of Refugee Corps officers; 

‘‘(ii) the number of individuals inter-
viewed— 

‘‘(I) on each circuit ride; and 
‘‘(II) at each circuit ride location; 
‘‘(iii) the number of circuit rides; and 
‘‘(iv) for each circuit ride, the duration of 

the circuit ride. 
‘‘(B) For the subsequent 2 quarters— 
‘‘(i) the number of circuit rides planned; 

and 
‘‘(ii) the number of individuals planned to 

be interviewed. 
‘‘(4) PROCESSING.— 
‘‘(A) For refugees admitted to the United 

States during the preceding quarter, the av-
erage number of days between— 

‘‘(i) the date on which an individual re-
ferred to the United States Government as a 
refugee applicant is interviewed by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security; and 

‘‘(ii) the date on which such individual is 
admitted to the United States. 

‘‘(B) For refugee applicants interviewed by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security in the 
preceding quarter, the approval, denial, rec-
ommended approval, recommended denial, 

and hold rates for the applications for admis-
sion of such individuals, disaggregated by 
nationality.’’. 
SEC. 406. SUPPORT FOR CERTAIN VULNERABLE 

AFGHANS RELATING TO EMPLOY-
MENT BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

(a) SPECIAL IMMIGRANT VISAS FOR CERTAIN 
RELATIVES OF CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(27) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(27)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (L)(iii), by adding a 
semicolon at the end; 

(B) in subparagraph (M), by striking the 
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(N) a citizen or national of Afghanistan 

who is the parent or brother or sister of— 
‘‘(i) a member of the armed forces (as de-

fined in section 101(a) of title 10, United 
States Code); or 

‘‘(ii) a veteran (as defined in section 101 of 
title 38, United States Code).’’. 

(2) NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(C), the total number of principal aliens who 
may be provided special immigrant visas 
under subparagraph (N) of section 101(a)(27) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)), as added by paragraph (1), 
may not exceed 2,500 each fiscal year. 

(B) CARRYOVER.—If the numerical limita-
tion specified in subparagraph (A) is not 
reached during a given fiscal year, the nu-
merical limitation specified in such subpara-
graph for the following fiscal year shall be 
increased by a number equal to the dif-
ference between— 

(i) the numerical limitation specified in 
subparagraph (A) for the given fiscal year; 
and 

(ii) the number of principal aliens provided 
special immigrant visas under subparagraph 
(N) of section 101(a)(27) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)) dur-
ing the given fiscal year. 

(C) MAXIMUM NUMBER OF VISAS.—The total 
number of aliens who may be provided spe-
cial immigrant visas under subparagraph (N) 
of section 101(a)(27) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)) shall 
not exceed 10,000. 

(D) DURATION OF AUTHORITY.—The author-
ity to issue visas under subparagraph (N) of 
section 101(a)(27) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)) shall— 

(i) commence on the date of the enactment 
of this Act; and 

(ii) terminate on the date on which all 
such visas are exhausted. 

(b) CERTAIN AFGHANS INJURED OR KILLED IN 
THE COURSE OF EMPLOYMENT.—Section 602(b) 
of the Afghan Allies Protection Act of 2009 (8 
U.S.C. 1101 note; Public Law 111–8) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (2)(A)— 
(A) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(ii)(I) was or is employed in Afghanistan 

on or after October 7, 2001, for not less than 
1 year— 

‘‘(aa) by, or on behalf of, the United States 
Government; or 

‘‘(bb) by the International Security Assist-
ance Force (or any successor name for such 
Force) in a capacity that required the alien— 

‘‘(AA) while traveling off-base with United 
States military personnel stationed at the 
International Security Assistance Force (or 
any successor name for such Force), to serve 
as an interpreter or translator for such 
United States military personnel; or 

‘‘(BB) to perform activities for the United 
States military personnel stationed at Inter-
national Security Assistance Force (or any 
successor name for such Force); or 

‘‘(II) in the case of an alien who was 
wounded or seriously injured in connection 
with employment described in subclause (I), 
was employed for any period until the date 
on which such wound or injury occurred, if 
the wound or injury prevented the alien from 
continuing such employment;’’; and 

(B) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘clause (ii)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘clause (ii)(I)’’; 

(2) in paragraph (13)(A)(i), by striking 
‘‘subclause (I) or (II)(bb) of paragraph 
(2)(A)(ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘item (aa) or 
(bb)(BB) of paragraph (2)(A)(ii)(I)’’; 

(3) in paragraph (14)(C), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)(A)(ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(2)(A)(ii)(I)’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (15), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)(A)(ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(2)(A)(ii)(I)’’. 

(c) EXTENSION OF SPECIAL IMMIGRANT VISA 
PROGRAM UNDER AFGHAN ALLIES PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2009.—Section 602(b) of the Afghan 
Allies Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 
note; Public Law 111–8) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3)(F)— 
(A) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-

ing ‘‘FISCAL YEARS 2015 THROUGH 2022’’ and in-
serting ‘‘FISCAL YEARS 2015 THROUGH 2029’’; and 

(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2029’’; and 

(C) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2029’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (13), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 31, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘January 31, 
2030’’. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF VIRTUAL INTER-
VIEWS.—Section 602(b)(4) of the Afghan Allies 
Protection Act of 2009 ( 8 U.S.C. 1101 note; 
Public Law 111–8;) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(D) VIRTUAL INTERVIEWS.—Notwith-
standing section 222(e) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1202(e)), an ap-
plication for an immigrant visa under this 
section may be signed by the applicant 
through a virtual video meeting before a 
consular officer and verified by the oath of 
the applicant administered by the consular 
officer during a virtual video meeting.’’. 

(e) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Paragraph (12) of 
section 602(b) of the Afghan Allies Protection 
Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note; Public Law 
111–8) is amended is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(12) QUARTERLY REPORTS.— 
‘‘(A) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 

120 days after the date of enactment of the 
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024 and every 
90 days thereafter, the Secretary of State 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, 
shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a report that includes the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) For the preceding quarter— 
‘‘(I) a description of improvements made to 

the processing of special immigrant visas 
and refugee processing for citizens and na-
tionals of Afghanistan; 

‘‘(II) the number of new Afghan referrals to 
the United States Refugee Admissions Pro-
gram, disaggregated by referring entity; 

‘‘(III) the number of interviews of Afghans 
conducted by U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services, disaggregated by the country 
in which such interviews took place; 

‘‘(IV) the number of approvals and the 
number of denials of refugee status requests 
for Afghans; 

‘‘(V) the number of total admissions to the 
United States of Afghan refugees; 

‘‘(VI) number of such admissions, 
disaggregated by whether the refugees come 
from within, or outside of, Afghanistan; 

‘‘(VII) the average processing time for citi-
zens and nationals of Afghanistan who are 
applicants; 
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‘‘(VIII) the number of such cases processed 

within such average processing time; and 
‘‘(IX) the number of denials issued with re-

spect to applications by citizens and nation-
als of Afghanistan. 

‘‘(ii) The number of applications by citi-
zens and nationals of Afghanistan for refugee 
referrals pending as of the date of submission 
of the report. 

‘‘(iii) A description of the efficiency im-
provements made in the process by which ap-
plications for special immigrant visas under 
this subsection are processed, including in-
formation described in clauses (iii) through 
(viii) of paragraph (11)(B). 

‘‘(B) FORM OF REPORT.—Each report re-
quired by subparagraph (A) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form but may contain 
a classified annex. 

‘‘(C) PUBLIC POSTING.—The Secretary of 
State shall publish on the website of the De-
partment of State the unclassified portion of 
each report submitted under subparagraph 
(A).’’. 

(f) GENERAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) PROHIBITION ON FEES.—The Secretary, 

the Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary of 
State may not charge any fee in connection 
with an application for, or issuance of, a spe-
cial immigrant visa or special immigrant 
status under— 

(A) section 602 of the Afghan Allies Protec-
tion Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note; Public 
Law 111–8); 

(B) section 1059 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (8 
U.S.C. 1101 note; Public Law 109–163); or 

(C) subparagraph (N) of section 101(a)(27) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)), as added by subsection 
(a)(1). 

(2) DEFENSE PERSONNEL.—Any limitation in 
law with respect to the number of personnel 
within the Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
the military departments, or a Defense 
Agency (as defined in section 101(a) of title 
10, United States Code) shall not apply to 
personnel employed for the primary purpose 
of carrying out this section. 

(3) PROTECTION OF ALIENS.—The Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the head of 
any other appropriate Federal agency, shall 
make a reasonable effort to provide an alien 
who is seeking status as a special immigrant 
under subparagraph (N) of section 101(a)(27) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)), as added by subsection 
(a)(1), protection or to immediately remove 
such alien from Afghanistan, if possible. 

(4) RESETTLEMENT SUPPORT.—A citizen or 
national of Afghanistan who is admitted to 
the United States under this section or an 
amendment made by this section shall be eli-
gible for resettlement assistance, entitle-
ment programs, and other benefits available 
to refugees admitted under section 207 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1157) to the same extent, and for the same 
periods of time, as such refugees. 

SEC. 407. SUPPORT FOR ALLIES SEEKING RESET-
TLEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, during the period beginning on the date 
of the enactment of this Act and ending on 
the date that is 10 years thereafter, the Sec-
retary and the Secretary of State may waive 
any fee or surcharge or exempt individuals 
from the payment of any fee or surcharge 
collected by the Department of Homeland 
Security and the Department of State, re-
spectively, in connection with a petition or 
application for, or issuance of, an immigrant 
visa to a national of Afghanistan under sec-
tion 201(b)(2)(A)(i) or 203(a) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(2)(A)(i) and 1153(a)), respectively. 

SEC. 408. REPORTING. 
(a) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Beginning on 

January 1, 2028, not less frequently than 
quarterly, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes, for the preceding quarter— 

(1) the number of individuals granted con-
ditional permanent resident status under 
section 403, disaggregated by the number of 
such individuals for whom conditions have 
been removed; 

(2) the number of individuals granted con-
ditional permanent resident status under 
section 403 who have been determined to be 
ineligible for removal of conditions (and the 
reasons for such determination); and 

(3) the number of individuals granted con-
ditional permanent resident status under 
section 403 for whom no such determination 
has been made (and the reasons for the lack 
of such determination). 

(b) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not less frequently 
than annually, the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Attorney General, shall submit 
to the appropriate committees of Congress a 
report that includes for the preceding year, 
with respect to individuals granted condi-
tional permanent resident status under sec-
tion 403— 

(1) the number of such individuals who are 
placed in removal proceedings under section 
240 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1229a) charged with a ground of de-
portability under subsection (a)(2) of section 
237 of that Act (8 U.S.C. 1227), disaggregated 
by each applicable ground under that sub-
section; 

(2) the number of such individuals who are 
placed in removal proceedings under section 
240 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1229a) charged with a ground of de-
portability under subsection (a)(3) of section 
237 of that Act (8 U.S.C. 1227), disaggregated 
by each applicable ground under that sub-
section; 

(3) the number of final orders of removal 
issued pursuant to proceedings described in 
paragraphs (1) and (2), disaggregated by each 
applicable ground of deportability; 

(4) the number of such individuals for 
whom such proceedings are pending, 
disaggregated by each applicable ground of 
deportability; and 

(5) a review of the available options for re-
moval from the United States, including any 
changes in the feasibility of such options 
during the preceding year. 
SEC. 409. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Except as expressly described in this title 
or an amendment made by this title, nothing 
in this title or an amendment made by this 
title may be construed to modify, expand, or 
limit any law or authority to process or 
admit refugees under section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157) 
or applicants for an immigrant visa under 
the immigration laws. 

SA 3089. Mr. SCHMITT submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. RIGHT OF ACTION AGAINST FEDERAL 

EMPLOYEES FOR VIOLATIONS OF 
RIGHTS SECURED BY THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITU-
TION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘Federal employee’’ means an individual, 

other than the President or the Vice Presi-
dent, who occupies a position in any agency 
or instrumentality in the executive branch 
of the Federal Government, including in any 
independent agency in that branch. 

(b) LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A Federal employee who, 

under color of any statute, ordinance, regu-
lation, custom, or usage, of the United 
States, subjects, or causes to be subjected, 
any citizen of the United States or any per-
son within the jurisdiction thereof to the 
deprivation of any rights, privileges, or im-
munities secured by the First Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, shall 
be liable to the party injured in an action at 
law, suit in equity, or other proper pro-
ceeding for redress. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Under paragraph (1), a Fed-
eral employee may not bring suit against the 
agency or instrumentality employing the 
Federal employee, or against the Federal 
Government, for conduct that is within the 
scope of the employment relationship. 

(c) ATTORNEY’S FEES.—In any action or 
proceeding to enforce this section, the court, 
in the discretion of the court, may allow the 
prevailing party, other than the United 
States, a reasonable attorney’s fee as part of 
the costs. 

(d) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this 
section, or the application of a provision of 
this section to any person or circumstance, 
is held to be unconstitutional, the remainder 
of this section, and the application of the 
provisions of this section to any person or 
circumstance, shall not be affected by that 
holding. 

SA 3090. Mr. COTTON (for himself 
and Mr. KAINE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to require agencies 
to include a list of outdated or duplica-
tive reporting requirements in annual 
budget justifications, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. llll. FOCUS ON LEARNING ACT. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Focus on Learning Act’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ESEA TERMS.—The terms ‘‘child with a 

disability’’, ‘‘elementary school’’, ‘‘English 
learner’’, ‘‘local educational agency’’, and 
‘‘secondary school’’ have the meaning given 
those terms in section 8101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 7801). 

(2) MOBILE DEVICE.—The term ‘‘mobile de-
vice’’ means any personal mobile telephone 
or other portable electronic communication 
device with which a user engages in a call or 
writes or sends a message or any device in 
which the user plays a game or watches a 
video, except that such term does not in-
clude school-issued devices. 

(3) SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT FREE OF MOBILE 
DEVICES.—The term ‘‘school environment 
free of mobile devices’’ means an elementary 
school or secondary school in which mobile 
devices of students are kept in a secure con-
tainer that is controlled by a school adminis-
trator. 

(4) SCHOOL HOURS.—The term ‘‘school 
hours’’ means regular school hours for in-
struction, including lunch periods, free peri-
ods on school grounds, and time between 
classroom instruction. 

(c) STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Secretary of Education, in consultation 
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with the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, shall complete a study regarding 
the use of mobile devices in elementary 
schools and secondary schools nationwide, 
including— 

(A) the impact of such use on— 
(i) student learning and academic achieve-

ment; 
(ii) student educational outcomes and en-

gagement; 
(iii) student mental health; 
(iv) classroom instruction; and 
(v) school climate and student behavior; 

and 
(B) an analysis of data collected from par-

ticipating schools in the pilot program under 
subsection (d). 

(2) REPORT.—The Secretary of Education, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, shall submit a report 
to Congress containing the results of the 
study conducted under paragraph (1), and 
shall make such report publicly available. 

(d) PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.—The Secretary 

of Education shall establish a pilot program, 
through which the Secretary of Education 
shall award grants to local educational agen-
cies to enable participating schools served 
by such agencies (referred to in this section 
as ‘‘participating schools’’) to purchase se-
cure containers and install lockers in order 
to create a school environment free of mo-
bile devices. 

(2) APPLICATION.—A local educational 
agency desiring to participate in the pro-
gram under this subsection shall submit an 
application to the Secretary at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire, including— 

(A) an assurance that such local edu-
cational agency will identify and select par-
ticipating schools in a manner that engages 
the students, parents, educators, principal, 
school leaders, and specialized instructional 
support personnel, of such schools; 

(B) an assurance that each participating 
school will have a communication system 
(which may be mobile devices) allowing 
teachers, administrators, and staff to com-
municate with each other and with local 
emergency responders; 

(C) an assurance that each participating 
school will have a clear process for students 
to be able to contact their parents; 

(D) the policy of each participating school 
on mobile device use during school hours as 
of the date of the application; and 

(E) a description of what each partici-
pating school’s new policy on mobile device 
use during school hours will be upon begin-
ning participation in the pilot program 
under this subsection. 

(3) SELECTION.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation shall select local educational agency 
applicants for participation in the pilot pro-
gram based on the Secretary of Education’s 
determination that the applicant’s participa-
tion will likely yield helpful information rel-
evant to testing a school environment free of 
mobile devices. 

(4) EXEMPTIONS.—Participating schools 
may, while maintaining a school environ-
ment free of mobile devices, allow exemp-
tions such that mobile devices may be used 
during school hours— 

(A) to monitor or treat health conditions; 
(B) by students who are children with dis-

abilities; and 
(C) by students who are English learners 

for translation purposes. 
(5) PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—Each local 

educational agency that applies for partici-
pation in the pilot program under this sub-
section shall— 

(A) notify parents of students enrolled in 
elementary schools and secondary schools 

that are served by the agency and that may 
become participating schools— 

(i) not less than 30 days before submitting 
an application under this section; and 

(ii) upon receipt of a grant award under 
this section; and 

(B) solicit feedback from such parents be-
fore applying for the grant about the local 
educational agency’s desire to implement a 
school environment free of mobile devices. 

(6) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—The Sec-
retary of Education may use not more than 
2 percent of the amounts made available to 
carry out this subsection for administrative 
expenses, data collection, and carrying out 
the study required under subsection (c). 

(7) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection, $5,000,000 for the 
period of fiscal years 2024 through 2028. 

SA 3091. Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
2073, to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicative report-
ing requirements in annual budget jus-
tifications, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION B—KNOW YOUR APP ACT 

SEC. 1001. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Know 

Your App Act’’. 
SEC. 1002. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Minors engaging with internet-linked 
applications face heightened susceptibility 
to privacy risks and potential exploitation 
through those applications. It is crucial for 
parents and guardians to possess comprehen-
sive knowledge about the applications being 
accessed so that they can make informed de-
cisions to protect their children. 

(2) Many users are unaware of the country 
of origin of the applications they download 
and use, as well as the data handling prac-
tices of the developers behind those applica-
tions. This lack of transparency can lead to 
potential risks for users, including exposure 
to foreign government surveillance, data 
breaches, and privacy violations. Users have 
a right to know baseline information on the 
country of origin so that they can personally 
make decisions to mitigate the threat to 
their personal and biometric information. 

(3) The potential for foreign governments 
to access user data through internet-linked 
applications presents national security risks. 
These risks may include the collection of 
sensitive information, espionage, and poten-
tial influence over critical infrastructure. 

(4) Increasing transparency and providing 
users with the necessary information to 
make informed decisions about the applica-
tions they download can help protect con-
sumer privacy and security. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that covered companies and devel-
opers already posses the information nec-
essary to provide adequate transparency to 
consumers. 
SEC. 1003. PUBLIC LISTING OF COUNTRY OF ORI-

GIN OF APPLICATIONS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPLICATION.—The term ‘‘application’’ 

means a software application or electronic 
service that may be run or directed by a user 
on a computer, a mobile device, or any other 
general purpose computing device. 

(2) APPLICATION STORE.—The term ‘‘appli-
cation store’’ means a publicly available 

website, software application, electronic 
service, or platform provided by a device 
manufacturer that— 

(A) distributes applications from third- 
party developers to users of a computer, a 
mobile device, or any other general purpose 
computing device; and 

(B) has more than 20,000,000 users in the 
United States. 

(3) APPLICATION STORE PAGE.—The term 
‘‘application store page’’ means the indi-
vidual, dedicated listing page within an ap-
plication store that serves as the primary 
source of information on a specific applica-
tion and provides detailed information about 
the application, including the name of the 
application, the developer, a description, 
user ratings and reviews, screenshots or pre-
views, pricing, and system requirements. 

(4) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and 
Information. 

(5) BENEFICIAL OWNER.—The term ‘‘bene-
ficial owner’’ — 

(A) means, with respect to a developer of 
an application, an individual who, directly or 
indirectly, through any contract, arrange-
ment, understanding, relationship, or other-
wise— 

(i) exercises substantial control over the 
developer; or 

(ii) owns or controls not less than 25 per-
cent of the ownership interests of the devel-
oper; and 

(B) does not include— 
(i) a minor child, as defined in the State in 

which the entity is formed, if the informa-
tion of the parent or guardian of the minor 
child is reported in accordance with this sec-
tion; 

(ii) an individual acting as a nominee, 
intermediary, custodian, or agent on behalf 
of another individual; 

(iii) an individual acting solely as an em-
ployee of a corporation, limited liability 
company, or other similar entity and whose 
control over or economic benefits from such 
entity is derived solely from the employ-
ment status of the individual; 

(iv) an individual whose only interest in a 
corporation, limited liability company, or 
other similar entity is through a right of in-
heritance; or 

(v) a creditor of a corporation, limited li-
ability company, or other similar entity, un-
less the creditor meets the requirements of 
subparagraph (A). 

(6) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term ‘‘coun-
try of concern’’ means a country that is on 
the list described in section 1004. 

(7) COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.—The term ‘‘country 
of origin’’— 

(A) with respect to the developer of an ap-
plication, means the country in which the 
developer is headquartered or principally op-
erates; and 

(B) with respect to the beneficial owner of 
the developer of an application— 

(i) except as provided in clause (ii), means 
the country from which the beneficial owner 
principally exercises control over the devel-
oper; and 

(ii) if the beneficial owner exercises any 
control over the developer from a country of 
concern, means that country. 

(8) COVERED COMPANY.—The term ‘‘covered 
company’’ means any person, entity, or orga-
nization that owns, controls, or operates an 
application store that serves customers in 
the United States. 

(9) DEVELOPER.—The term ‘‘developer’’ 
means a person that creates, owns, or con-
trols an application and is responsible for 
the design, development, maintenance, and 
distribution of the application to end users 
through an application store. 
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(10) PRIMARY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.—The 

term ‘‘primary country of origin’’, with re-
spect to an application— 

(A) except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
means the country of origin of the developer 
of the application; and 

(B) if the country of origin of the beneficial 
owner of the developer of the application is 
a country of concern, means that country. 

(11) PROMINENT DISPLAY.—The term 
‘‘prominent display’’, with respect to an ap-
plication store page, means a banner that is 
immediately and clearly visible when the ap-
plication store page is accessed. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) PUBLIC LISTING.—The Assistant Sec-

retary shall require a covered company to 
publicly list, in a prominent display on the 
application store page, the primary country 
of origin of each application distributed 
through an application store owned, con-
trolled, or operated by the covered company. 

(2) PROTECTIONS REGARDING CERTAIN FOR-
EIGN COUNTRIES.— 

(A) FILTER FOR CERTAIN APPLICATIONS.— 
The Assistant Secretary shall require a cov-
ered company to provide users of the covered 
company’s application store with the option 
to filter out applications whose primary 
country of origin is a country of concern. 

(B) DISCLAIMER FOR CERTAIN APPLICA-
TIONS.—The Assistant Secretary shall re-
quire that if the primary country of origin of 
an application is a country of concern, a cov-
ered company that distributes the applica-
tion through an application store shall pro-
vide a disclaimer, in a prominent display on 
the application store page, that data from 
the application could be accessed by a for-
eign government. 

(3) UPDATE OF INFORMATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary 

shall require a developer to notify a covered 
company whose application store distributes 
the developer’s application of any change 
in— 

(i) the country of origin of the developer; 
(ii) the beneficial owner of the developer; 

or 
(iii) the country of origin of the beneficial 

owner of the developer. 
(B) DEVELOPER CERTIFICATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary 

shall require a developer to certify to each 
covered company that owns, controls, or op-
erates an application store through which 
the developer’s application is distributed, 
not less frequently than annually, that the 
information displayed on the application 
store page with respect to the application, 
including primary country of origin and ben-
eficial ownership, is up-to-date. 

(ii) VIOLATIONS.—If a developer violates 
clause (i)— 

(I) the covered company shall issue the de-
veloper a series of not fewer than 3 warnings 
over a period of not more than 90 days; and 

(II) if the developer does not correct the 
violation by the date that is 90 days after the 
date on which the first warning is issued 
under subclause (I), the covered company 
shall remove the application of the developer 
from the application store. 

(4) REPORTING MECHANISM.—The Assistant 
Secretary shall require a covered company 
to establish a mechanism that— 

(A) allows a user of the covered company’s 
application store, an employee of a developer 
whose application is distributed through the 
covered company’s application store, or an 
associated third party to report a potential 
violation of this subsection by a developer, 
including incorrect information displayed on 
the application store page; and 

(B) allows a report under subparagraph (A) 
to be made anonymously. 

(5) WRITTEN POLICY FOR APPEALS OF REMOV-
ALS.—The Assistant Secretary shall require 

a covered company to establish, for any ap-
plication store owned, controlled, or oper-
ated by the covered company, a clear written 
policy for how a developer can appeal the re-
moval of an application from the application 
store and have the application be reinstated. 
SEC. 1004. LIST OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH 

NATIONAL LAWS RESULTING IN 
GOVERNMENT CONTROL OVER AP-
PLICATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter, the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Secretary of Commerce 
shall jointly develop and submit to Congress 
a list of each foreign country that has in ef-
fect a national law that may subject a devel-
oper or application to control by the govern-
ment of the country over content modera-
tion, algorithm design, or user data trans-
fers. 

(b) PUBLICATION.—With respect to the list 
developed under subsection (a)— 

(1) the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
make the list publicly available on the 
website of the Department of the Treasury; 
and 

(2) the Secretary of Commerce shall make 
the list publicly available on the website of 
the Department of Commerce. 
SEC. 1005. LIMITATION OF ENFORCEMENT AND 

REGULATION. 
The Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 

Communications and Information may not 
exercise any enforcement authority or regu-
latory authority over a covered company or 
developer that is not provided under this di-
vision, including through rulemaking. 
SEC. 1006. ENFORCEMENT. 

The Attorney General may bring a civil ac-
tion in an appropriate district court of the 
United States against any covered company 
that violates this division. 

SA 3092. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end title XV, add the following: 
Subtitle E—Licensing Aerospace Units to 

New Commercial Heights Act of 2024 
SEC. 1549. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Licens-
ing Aerospace Units to New Commercial 
Heights Act of 2024’’ or the ‘‘LAUNCH Act’’. 
SEC. 1550. STREAMLINING REGULATIONS RELAT-

ING TO COMMERCIAL SPACE 
LAUNCH AND REENTRY REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

(a) EVALUATION OF IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PART 450.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Transportation (referred to 
in this subtitle as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
evaluate the implementation of part 450 of 
title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (in this 
section referred to as ‘‘part 450’’) and the im-
pacts of part 450 on the commercial 
spaceflight industry. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The evaluation required by 
paragraph (1) shall include an assessment 
of— 

(A) whether increased uncertainty in the 
commercial spaceflight industry has resulted 
from the implementation of part 450; 

(B) whether part 450 has resulted in oper-
ational delays to emerging launch programs; 
and 

(C) whether timelines for reviews have 
changed, including an assessment of the im-
pact of the incremental review process on 
those timelines and the root cause for mul-
tiple reviews, if applicable. 

(3) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 
days after completing the review required by 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives a report that 
includes— 

(A) the findings of the review; 
(B) recommendations for reducing delays 

and inefficiencies resulting from part 450 
that do not rely solely on additional per-
sonnel or funding; and 

(C) an estimate for a timeline and funding 
for implementing the recommendations de-
scribed in subparagraph (B). 

(b) RULEMAKING COMMITTEE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

sider establishing a Space Transportation 
Rulemaking Committee, comprised of estab-
lished and emerging United States commer-
cial space launch and reentry services pro-
viders (including providers that hold, and 
providers that have applied for but not yet 
received, licenses issued under chapter 509 of 
title 51, United States Code)— 

(A) to facilitate industry participation in 
developing recommendations for amend-
ments to part 450 to address the challenges 
identified in conducting the review required 
by subsection (a) or under paragraph (2) of 
section 50905(d) of title 51, United States 
Code (as added by subsection (d)(3)); and 

(B) to provide a long-term forum for the 
United States commercial spaceflight indus-
try to share perspectives relating to regula-
tions affecting the industry. 

(2) PREVENTION OF DUPLICATIVE EFFORTS.— 
The Secretary shall ensure that a Space 
Transportation Rulemaking Committee es-
tablished under this subsection does not pro-
vide services or make efforts that are dupli-
cative of the services provided and efforts 
made by the Commercial Space Transpor-
tation Advisory Committee. 

(c) ENCOURAGEMENT OF INNOVATION.—The 
Secretary shall, on an ongoing basis, deter-
mine whether any requirements for a license 
issued under chapter 509 of title 51, United 
States Code, can be modified or eliminated 
to encourage innovative new technologies 
and operations. 

(d) MODIFICATIONS TO REQUIREMENTS AND 
PROCEDURES FOR LICENSE APPLICATIONS.— 

(1) CONSIDERATION OF SAFETY RATIONALES 
OF LICENSE APPLICANTS.—Section 50905(a)(2) 
of title 51, United States Code, is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Secretary may’’ inserting 
the following: ‘‘Secretary— 

‘‘(A) may’’; 
(B) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) shall accept a reasonable safety ra-

tionale proposed by an applicant for a license 
under this chapter, including new ap-
proaches, consistent with paragraph (1).’’. 

(2) FACILITATION OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
AND ASSISTANCE TO APPLICANTS.—Section 
50905(a) of title 51, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall assign a licensing team lead to 
each applicant for a license under this chap-
ter to assist the applicant in streamlining 
the process for reviewing and approving the 
license application.’’. 

(3) STREAMLINING OF REVIEW PROCESSES.— 
Section 50905(d) of title 51, United States 
Code, is amended by striking the end period 
and inserting the following: ‘‘, including by— 

‘‘(1) adjudicating determinations with re-
spect to such applications and revisions to 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5407 July 24, 2024 
such determinations in a timely manner as 
part of the incremental review process under 
section 450.33 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or a successor regulation); and 

‘‘(2) eliminating and streamlining duplica-
tive review processes with other agencies, 
particularly relating to the use of Federal 
ranges or requirements to use the assets of 
Federal ranges.’’. 
SEC. 1551. DIRECT HIRE FOR OFFICE OF COM-

MERCIAL SPACE TRANSPORTATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 

Federal Aviation Administration shall use 
direct hire authorities ø(as such authorities 
existed on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this Act)¿ øSLC Note: Could you 
let me know what your intent is with this 
phrase? Are such authorities being amended by 
some provision of the NDAA such that you are 
intending to create a savings provision? Or is 
this language from some other source that does 
that, and I should delete the bracketed phrase?¿ 

to hire individuals on a noncompetitive basis 
for positions related to space launch and re-
entry licensing and permit activities. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less frequently 
than annually, the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration shall submit to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives an annual re-
port on the use of direct hiring authorities 
to fill such positions within the Federal 
Aviation Administration related to commer-
cial space launch and reentry ølicensing and 
permit activities¿. 
SEC. 1552. FLIGHT SAFETY ANALYSIS WORK-

FORCE. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 

Congress that— 
(1) flight safety analysis is critical to 

maintaining a high level of public safety for 
commercial space launches from, and reen-
tries to, Federal ranges; 

(2) significant expertise in flight safety 
analysis exists within the Department of De-
fense, the Department of Transportation, 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration; and 

(3) the increasing pace of commercial 
launch and reentries requires greater co-
operation among the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary, and the Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion to support commercial launch and re-
entry activities at Federal ranges. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Administrator of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report that identi-
fies roles, responsibilities, expertise, and 
knowledge that exists within the executive 
branch of the Federal Government relating 
to analysis of flight safety systems for space 
launch and reentry activities. 

(c) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.— 
Upon completion of the report required by 
subsection (b), the Secretary may enter into 
memorandum of understanding with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Administrator of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration to allow Federal range personnel to 
support flight safety analysis required for 
the licensing of commercial space launch 
and reentry activities. 
SEC. 1553. STREAMLINING LICENSING OF PRI-

VATE REMOTE SENSING SPACE SYS-
TEMS. 

(a) CLARIFICATION OF REMOTE SENSING REG-
ULATORY AUTHORITY OVER CERTAIN IMAGING 
SYSTEMS.—Section 60121(a)(2) of title 51, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: ‘‘Instruments deter-

mined by the Secretary in writing to be used 
primarily for mission assurance or other 
technical purposes shall not be considered to 
be conducting remote sensing. Instruments 
used primarily for mission assurance or 
other technical purposes are instruments 
used to support the health of the launch ve-
hicle or the operator’s spacecraft or the safe-
ty of the operator’s space operations, includ-
ing instruments used to support on-board 
self-monitoring for technical assurance, 
flight reliability, spaceflight safety, naviga-
tion, attitude control, separation events, 
payload deployments, or instruments col-
lecting self-images.’’. 

(b) FACILITATION OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
AND ASSISTANCE TO APPLICANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 60121 of title 51, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(A) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) 
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively; and 

(B) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) ASSIGNMENT OF DEDICATED LICENSING 
OFFICER.—The Secretary shall assign a li-
censing officer to oversee the application of 
the applicant for a license under subsection 
(a). The licensing officer shall assist the ap-
plicant by facilitating the application proc-
ess, minimizing license conditions, and expe-
diting the review and approval of the appli-
cation, to the extent authorized by law.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
60122(b)(3) of title 51, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 60121(e)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 60121(f)’’. 

(c) TRANSPARENCY AND EXPEDITIOUS RE-
VIEW OF LICENSES.—In carrying out the au-
thorities under subchapter III of chapter 601 
of title 51, United States Code, the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) provide transparency to and engage-
ment with applicants throughout the licens-
ing process, including by stating with speci-
ficity to the applicant or licensee what basis 
caused the tiering determination of the li-
cense; 

(2) minimize the timelines for review of 
commercial remote sensing licensing appli-
cations; and 

(3) not less frequently than annually, re-
evaluate the criteria for the tiering of sat-
ellite systems, with a goal of expeditiously 
recategorizing Tier 3 systems to a lower tier 
without temporary license conditions. 
SEC. 1554. GAO REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate and the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the policies, regula-
tions, and practices of the Department of 
Commerce (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Department’’) with respect to the private 
remote sensing space industry. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An assessment of the extent to which 
such licensing policies, regulations, and 
practices of the Department promote or in-
hibit a robust domestic private remote sens-
ing industry, including any restrictions that 
impede innovative remote sensing capabili-
ties. 

(2) Recommendations on changes to poli-
cies, regulations, and practices for consider-
ation by the Secretary of Commerce to pro-
mote United States industry leadership in 
private remote sensing capabilities, includ-
ing recommendations for— 

(A) determining whether the costs to in-
dustry outweigh the benefits of conducting 
on-site ground station visits, and possible al-
ternatives to ensuring compliance; 

(B) assessing the information in a license 
application that should be treated as a mate-
rial fact and the justification for such treat-
ment; 

(C) incorporating industry feedback into 
Department policies, regulations, and prac-
tices; and 

(D) increasing Department transparency 
by— 

(i) ensuring the wide dissemination of De-
partment guidance; 

(ii) providing clear application instruc-
tions; and 

(iii) establishing written precedent of De-
partment actions. 

SA 3093. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself 
and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title IX, add the following: 
Subtitle C—Expansion of Authorities of 

Office of Strategic Capital 
SEC. 931. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Invest-
ing in Our Defense Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 932. AUTHORIZATION TO MAKE EQUITY IN-

VESTMENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 149 of title 10, 

United States Code, as amended by section 
913, is further amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection (e): 

‘‘(e) EQUITY INVESTMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent and in 

such amounts as are specifically provided in 
advance in appropriations Acts for the pur-
poses described in this subsection, the Office 
may, as a minority investor, support eligible 
investments with funds or use other mecha-
nisms for the purpose of purchasing, and 
may make and fund commitments to pur-
chase, invest in, make pledges in respect of, 
or otherwise acquire, equity or quasi-equity 
securities or shares or financial interests of 
any entity, upon such terms and conditions 
as the Director may determine. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS ON EQUITY INVESTMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) PER PROJECT LIMIT.—The aggregate 

amount of support provided under this sub-
section with respect to any eligible invest-
ment shall not exceed 20 percent of the ag-
gregate amount of all equity investment 
made to the project at the time that the Of-
fice approves support for the eligible invest-
ment. 

‘‘(B) TOTAL LIMIT.—Support provided under 
this subsection shall be limited to not more 
than 35 percent of the aggregate exposure of 
the Office on the date on which the support 
is provided. 

‘‘(3) SALES AND LIQUIDATION OF SUPPORT.— 
The Office shall seek to sell and liquidate 
any support for an eligible investment pro-
vided under this subsection as soon as com-
mercially feasible, commensurate with other 
similar investors in the project and taking 
into consideration the national security in-
terests of the United States. 

‘‘(4) TIMETABLE.—The Office shall create an 
eligible investment-specific timetable for 
support provided under paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 
(f)(1) of such section, as redesignated by sub-
section (a), is further amended by inserting 
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‘‘, equity investment’’ after ‘‘loan guar-
antee’’. 
SEC. 933. AUTHORIZATION TO COLLECT FEES 

FOR PROVIDING CAPITAL INVEST-
MENTS. 

Section 149 of title 10, United States Code, 
as amended by section 932, is further amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection (f): 

‘‘(f) FEE AUTHORITY.—The Director may 
charge and collect fees for providing capital 
assistance in amounts to be determined by 
the Director. Such fees, once collected, may 
be used only for the purposes and to the ex-
tent provided in advance by appropriations 
Acts.’’. 

SA 3094. Mr. CRAMER (for himself 
and Mr. SULLIVAN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. PROHIBITION ON IMPLEMENTATION 

OF REGULATION RELATING TO DIS-
CLOSURE OF GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS AND CLIMATE-RELATED 
FINANCIAL RISK. 

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act may be used to finalize, 
promulgate, or implement the rule proposed 
by the Department of Defense, the General 
Services Administration, and the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration relat-
ing to ‘‘Federal Acquisition Regulation: Dis-
closure of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and 
Climate-Related Financial Risk’’ (87 Fed. 
Reg. 68312; published November 14, 2022), or 
to propose, promulgate, or implement any 
substantially similar rule or policy. 

SA 3095. Ms. ERNST submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. MODIFICATION OF INITIATIVE TO SUP-

PORT PROTECTION OF NATIONAL 
SECURITY ACADEMIC RESEARCHERS 
FROM UNDUE INFLUENCE AND 
OTHER SECURITY THREATS. 

Section 1286(c)(9)(A) of the John S. McCain 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2019 (10 U.S.C. 4001 note) is amend-
ed, in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-
serting ‘‘and research’’ after ‘‘academic’’. 

SA 3096. Mr. RISCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-

tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. PLAIN WRITING APPLICATION RE-

QUIREMENTS FOR SOLICITATION OF 
SUBCONTRACTORS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8(d) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6)— 
(A) in subparagraph (H)(ii), by striking 

‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (I)(ii), by striking the 

period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(J) a representation that— 
‘‘(i) the offeror or bidder will communicate 

all solicitations of subcontracts in plain 
writing (as defined in section 3 of the Plain 
Writing Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–274; 124 
Stat. 2861)) so that the solicitation is easily 
understood by small business concerns seek-
ing to obtain a subcontracting opportunity 
from the offeror or bidder; and 

‘‘(ii) the offeror or bidder will include the 
plain writing requirement described in 
clause (i) in all subcontracts that offer sub-
contracting opportunities.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(18) COMPLIANCE WITH PLAIN WRITING RE-

QUIREMENT.—If the Administrator deter-
mines that a prime contractor failed to com-
municate any solicitation of a subcontract 
in plain writing in accordance with para-
graph (6)(J), the prime contractor shall com-
municate a new solicitation of the sub-
contract in plain writing not later than 30 
days after the date on which the Adminis-
trator made that determination.’’. 

(b) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration shall promulgate regulations to 
carry out paragraphs (6)(J) and (18) of sec-
tion 8(d) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
637(d)), as added by subsection (a). 

SA 3097. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for 
himself and Ms. SINEMA) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 10ll. DEFINITION OF CUSTOMS WATERS. 

(a) TARIFF ACT OF 1930.—Section 401(j) of 
the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1401(j)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘means, in the case’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘means— 

‘‘(1) in the case’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘of the coast of the United 

States’’ the first place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘from the baselines of the United States, 
determined in accordance with international 
law,’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘and, in the case’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘; and 

‘‘(2) in the case’’; and 
(4) by striking ‘‘the waters within four 

leagues of the coast of the United States.’’ 
and inserting the following: ‘‘the waters 
within— 

‘‘(A) the territorial sea of the United 
States, to the limits permitted by inter-
national law in accordance with Presidential 
Proclamation 5928 of December 27, 1988; and 

‘‘(B) the contiguous zone of the United 
States, to the limits permitted by inter-
national law in accordance with Presidential 
Proclamation 7219 of September 2, 1999.’’. 

(b) ANTI-SMUGGLING ACT.—Section 401(c) of 
the Anti-Smuggling Act (19 U.S.C. 1709(c)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘means, in the case’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘means— 

‘‘(1) in the case’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘of the coast of the United 

States’’ the first place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘from the baselines of the United States, 
determined in accordance with international 
law,’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘and, in the case’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘; and 

‘‘(2) in the case’’; and 
(4) by striking ‘‘the waters within four 

leagues of the coast of the United States.’’ 
and inserting the following: ‘‘the waters 
within— 

‘‘(A) the territorial sea of the United 
States, to the limits permitted by inter-
national law in accordance with Presidential 
Proclamation 5928 of December 27, 1988; and 

‘‘(B) the contiguous zone of the United 
States, to the limits permitted by inter-
national law in accordance with Presidential 
Proclamation 7219 of September 2, 1999.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
day after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 3098. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for 
himself and Mr. WARNER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. COUNTERING CCP DRONES. 

(a) DETERMINATION OF WHETHER UNMANNED 
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS MANUFACTURERS ARE CHI-
NESE MILITARY COMPANIES.—Pursuant to the 
annual review required under section 
1260H(a) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 
113 note), the Secretary of Defense shall de-
termine if any entity that manufactures or 
assembles unmanned aircraft systems (as de-
fined in section 44801 of title 49, United 
States Code), or any subsidiary, parent, affil-
iate, or successor of such an entity, should 
be identified under such section 1260H(a) as a 
Chinese military company operating directly 
or indirectly in the United States. 

(b) ADDITION OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT AND 
SERVICES OF DJI TECHNOLOGIES AND AUTEL 
ROBOTICS TO COVERED COMMUNICATIONS 
EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES LIST.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2 of the Secure 
and Trusted Communications Networks Act 
of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1601) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) The communications equipment or 
service being— 

‘‘(A) communications or video surveillance 
equipment produced or provided by— 

‘‘(i) Shenzhen Da-Jiang Innovations 
Sciences and Technologies Company Limited 
(commonly known as ‘DJI Technologies’); 

‘‘(ii) Autel Robotics; or 
‘‘(iii) with respect to an entity described in 

clause (i) or (ii) (referred to in this clause as 
a ‘named entity’)— 
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‘‘(I) any subsidiary, affiliate, or partner of 

the named entity; 
‘‘(II) any entity in a joint venture with the 

named entity; or 
‘‘(III) any entity to which the named enti-

ty has issued a license to produce or provide 
that telecommunications or video surveil-
lance equipment; or 

‘‘(B) telecommunications or video surveil-
lance services, including software, provided 
by an entity described in subparagraph (A) 
or using equipment described in that sub-
paragraph. 

‘‘(6)(A) The communications equipment or 
service being any communications equip-
ment or service produced or provided by an 
entity— 

‘‘(i) that is a subsidiary, affiliate, or part-
ner of an entity that produces or provides 
any communications equipment or service 
described in any of paragraphs (1) through (5) 
(referred to in this subparagraph as a ‘cov-
ered entity’); 

‘‘(ii) that is in a joint venture with a cov-
ered entity; or 

‘‘(iii) to which a covered entity has issued 
a license to produce or provide that commu-
nications equipment or service. 

‘‘(B) An executive branch interagency body 
described in paragraph (1) may submit to the 
Commission a petition to have an entity rec-
ognized as an entity to which subparagraph 
(A) applies.’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) INAPPLICABILITY TO AUTHORIZED INTEL-

LIGENCE ACTIVITIES.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the 

terms ‘intelligence’ and ‘intelligence com-
munity’ have the meanings given those 
terms in section 3 of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003). 

‘‘(2) INAPPLICABILITY.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this section, an action 
by the Commission under subsection (b)(1) 
based on a determination made under para-
graph (5) or (6) of subsection (c) shall not 
apply with respect to any— 

‘‘(A) activity subject to the reporting re-
quirements under title V of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.); 

‘‘(B) activity of an element of the intel-
ligence community relating to intelligence; 
or 

‘‘(C) activity of, or procurement by, an ele-
ment of the intelligence community in sup-
port of an activity relating to intelligence.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 2 of 
the Secure and Trusted Communications 
Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1601) is 
amended by striking ‘‘paragraphs (1) through 
(4)’’ each place that term appears and insert-
ing ‘‘paragraphs (1) through (6)’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection, and 
the amendments made by this subsection, 
shall take effect on the date that is 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(c) FIRST RESPONDER SECURE DRONE PRO-
GRAM.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ 

means an agency of an entity described in 
clause (ii) that has as a primary responsi-
bility the maintenance of public safety. 

(ii) ENTITY DESCRIBED.—An entity de-
scribed in this clause is any of the following: 

(I) Each of the 50 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(II) A political subdivision, including a 
unit of local government, of an entity de-
scribed in subclause (I). 

(III) A Tribal Government. 
(B) ELIGIBLE SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT 

SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘eligible small un-
manned aircraft system’’ means a small un-

manned aircraft system, as defined in part 
107 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations 
(or any successor regulation), that— 

(i) was not designed, manufactured, or as-
sembled, in whole or in part, by a foreign en-
tity of concern; or 

(ii) does not include software or 1 or more 
critical components from a foreign entity of 
concern. 

(C) FOREIGN ENTITY OF CONCERN.—The term 
‘‘foreign entity of concern’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 9901 of the William 
M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 
U.S.C. 4651). 

(D) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Transportation. 

(E) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The 
term ‘‘unmanned aircraft system’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code. 

(2) AUTHORITY.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall establish a program, in co-
ordination with the Attorney General, to be 
known as the First Responder Secure Drone 
Program, to provide grants to eligible enti-
ties to facilitate the use of eligible small un-
manned aircraft systems. 

(3) USE OF GRANT AMOUNTS.—An eligible en-
tity may use a grant provided under this 
subsection to— 

(A) purchase or lease eligible small un-
manned aircraft systems; 

(B) purchase or lease software, training, 
and other services reasonably associated 
with the purchase or lease of eligible small 
unmanned aircraft systems; and 

(C) dispose of unmanned aircraft systems 
owned by the eligible entity. 

(4) RESTRICTIONS ON GRANT USES.—In ad-
ministering grants under this program, the 
Secretary, in coordination with the Attorney 
General, shall ensure funds are used in a 
manner that safeguards civil liberties and 
mitigates cybersecurity risks concerning the 
operation and use of the eligible small un-
manned aircraft system. 

(5) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive 
a grant under this subsection, an eligible en-
tity shall submit to the Secretary an appli-
cation at such time, in such form, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary 
may require, including an assurance that the 
eligible entity or any contractor of the eligi-
ble entity, will comply with relevant Federal 
regulations. 

(6) FEDERAL SHARE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Federal share of the 
allowable costs of a project carried out using 
a grant provided under this subsection shall 
not exceed 50 percent of the total allowable 
project costs. 

(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary may increase 
the Federal share under subparagraph (A) to 
up to 75 percent if an eligible entity— 

(i) submits a written application to the 
Secretary requesting an increase in the Fed-
eral share; and 

(ii) demonstrates that the additional as-
sistance is necessary to facilitate the accept-
ance and full use of a grant under this sub-
section, due to circumstances such as alle-
viating economic hardship, meeting addi-
tional workforce needs, or any other uses 
that the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate. 

(7) SUNSET OF PROGRAM.—The program es-
tablished under this subsection shall end on 
the date that is the earlier of— 

(A) the date on which all appropriations 
authorized under paragraph (7) are expended; 
and 

(B) the date that is 2 years after the date 
of enactment of this Act. 

SA 3099. Mr. DURBIN (for himself 
and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C in title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 324. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE FOR ASSESS-

ING PERFLUOROALKYL AND 
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES IN 
WATER SOURCES AND 
PERFLUOROALKYL AND 
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCE RE-
MEDIATION SOLUTIONS. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to dedicate resources to advancing, and ex-
panding access to, perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance detection and re-
mediation science, research, and tech-
nologies through the establishment of Cen-
ters of Excellence for Assessing 
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Sub-
stances in Water Sources and Perfluoroalkyl 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation 
Solutions. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall— 
(A) select from among the applications 

submitted under paragraph (2)(A) an eligible 
research university, an eligible rural univer-
sity, and a National Laboratory applying 
jointly for the establishment of centers, to 
be known as the ‘‘Centers of Excellence for 
Assessing Perfluoroalkyl and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Water 
Sources and Perfluoroalkyl and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation So-
lutions’’, which shall be a tri-institutional 
collaboration between the eligible research 
university, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory co-applicants (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Centers’’); and 

(B) guide the eligible research university, 
eligible rural university, and National Lab-
oratory in the establishment of the Centers. 

(2) APPLICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible research uni-

versity, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory desiring to establish the 
Centers shall jointly submit to the Adminis-
trator an application at such time, in such 
manner, and containing such information as 
the Administrator may require. 

(B) CRITERIA.—In evaluating applications 
submitted under subparagraph (A), the Ad-
ministrator shall only consider applications 
that— 

(i) include evidence of an existing partner-
ship between not fewer than two of the co- 
applicants that is dedicated to supporting 
and expanding shared scientific goals with a 
clear pathway to collaborating on furthering 
science and research relating to 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances; 

(ii) demonstrate a history of collaboration 
between not fewer than two of the co-appli-
cants on the advancement of shared research 
capabilities, including instrumentation and 
research infrastructure relating to 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances; 

(iii) indicate that the co-applicants have 
the capacity to expand education and re-
search opportunities for undergraduate and 
graduate students to prepare a generation of 
experts in sciences relating to perfluoroalkyl 
or polyfluoroalkyl substances; 

(iv) demonstrate that the National Labora-
tory co-applicant is equipped to scale up 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:17 Jul 25, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00085 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JY6.040 S24JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5410 July 24, 2024 
newly discovered materials and methods for 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance 
detection and perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance removal processes 
for low-risk, cost-effective, and validated 
commercialization; and 

(v) identify one or more staff members of 
each co-applicant who— 

(I) have expertise in sciences relevant to 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance 
detection and remediation; and 

(II) have been jointly selected, and will be 
jointly appointed, by the co-applicants to 
lead and carry out the purposes of the Cen-
ters. 

(3) TIMING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Centers shall be established not later 
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(B) DELAY.—If the Administrator deter-
mines that a delay in the establishment of 
the Centers is necessary, the Adminis-
trator— 

(i) not later than the date specified in sub-
paragraph (A), shall submit a notification to 
the appropriate committees of Congress ex-
plaining the necessity of the delay; and 

(ii) shall ensure that the Centers are estab-
lished not later than three years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(4) COORDINATION.—The Administrator 
shall carry out paragraph (1) in coordination 
with other relevant officials of the Federal 
Government as the Administrator deter-
mines appropriate. 

(c) DUTIES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE CEN-
TERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Centers shall develop 
and maintain— 

(A) capabilities for measuring 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance 
contamination in drinking water, ground 
water, and any other relevant environ-
mental, municipal, industrial, or residential 
water samples using methods certified by the 
Environmental Protection Agency; and 

(B) capabilities for— 
(i) evaluating emerging perfluoroalkyl or 

polyfluoroalkyl substance removal and de-
struction technologies and methods; and 

(ii) benchmarking those technologies and 
methods relative to existing technologies 
and methods. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out para-

graph (1), the Centers shall, at a minimum— 
(i) develop instruments and personnel ca-

pable of analyzing perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination in 
water using— 

(I) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document 
entitled ‘‘Method 533: Determination of Per- 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Drinking 
Water by Isotope Dilution Anion Exchange 
Solid Phase Extraction and Liquid Chroma-
tography/Tandem mass Spectrometry’’ (com-
monly known as ‘‘EPA Method 533’’); 

(II) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document 
entitled ‘‘Method 537.1: Determination of Se-
lected Per- and Polyfluorinated Alkyl Sub-
stances in Drinking Water by Solid Phase 
Extraction and Liquid Chromatography/Tan-
dem Mass Spectrometry (LC/MS/MS)’’ (com-
monly known as ‘‘EPA Method 537.1’’); 

(III) any updated or future method devel-
oped by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy; and 

(IV) any other method the Administrator 
considers relevant; 

(ii) develop and maintain capabilities for 
evaluating the removal of perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substances from water using 
newly developed adsorbents or membranes; 

(iii) develop and maintain capabilities to 
evaluate the degradation of perfluoroalkyl 

or polyfluoroalkyl substances in water or 
other media; 

(iv) make the capabilities and instruments 
developed under clauses (i) through (iii) 
available to researchers throughout the re-
gions in which the Centers are located; and 

(v) make reliable perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance measurement ca-
pabilities and instruments available to mu-
nicipalities and individuals in the regions in 
which the Centers are located at reasonable 
cost. 

(B) OPEN-ACCESS RESEARCH.—The Centers 
shall provide open access to the research 
findings of the Centers. 

(d) COORDINATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL 
AGENCIES.—The Administrator may, as the 
Administrator determines to be necessary, 
use staff and other resources from other Fed-
eral agencies in carrying out this section. 

(e) REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF CEN-

TERS.—Not later than one year after the date 
of the establishment of the Centers under 
subsection (b), the Administrator, in coordi-
nation with the Centers, shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
describing— 

(A) the establishment of the Centers; and 
(B) the activities of the Centers since the 

date on which the Centers were established. 
(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one 

year after the date on which the report under 
paragraph (1) is submitted, and annually 
thereafter until the date on which the Cen-
ters are terminated under subsection (f), the 
Administrator, in coordination with the Cen-
ters, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report describing— 

(A) the activities of the Centers during the 
year covered by the report; and 

(B) any policy, research, or funding rec-
ommendations relating to the purposes or 
activities of the Centers. 

(f) TERMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Centers shall terminate on October 1, 
2034. 

(2) EXTENSION.—If the Administrator, in 
consultation with the Centers, determines 
that the continued operation of the Centers 
beyond the date described in paragraph (1) is 
necessary to advance science and tech-
nologies to address perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination— 

(A) the Administrator shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress— 

(i) a notification of that determination; 
and 

(ii) a description of the funding necessary 
for the Centers to continue in operation and 
fulfill their purpose; and 

(B) subject to the availability of funds, 
may extend the duration of the Centers for 
such time as the Administrator determines 
to be appropriate. 

(g) FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts author-

ized to be appropriated to the Department of 
Defense for fiscal year 2025 for the Strategic 
Environmental Research and Development 
Program and the Environmental Security 
Technology Certification Program of the De-
partment of Defense, $25,000,000 shall be 
made available to the Administrator to 
carry out this section. 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts 
made available under paragraph (1) shall re-
main available to the Administrator for the 
purposes specified in that paragraph until 
September 30, 2033. 

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more than 
four percent of the amounts made available 
to the Administrator under paragraph (1) 
shall be used for the administrative costs of 
carrying out this section. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term the ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

(3) ELIGIBLE RESEARCH UNIVERSITY.—The 
term ‘‘eligible research university’’ means 
an institution of higher education that— 

(A) has annual research expenditures of 
not less than $750,000,000; and 

(B) is located near a population center of 
not fewer than 5,000,000 individuals. 

(4) ELIGIBLE RURAL UNIVERSITY.—The term 
‘‘eligible rural university’’ means an institu-
tion of higher education that is— 

(A) located in one of the five States with 
the lowest population density as determined 
by data from the most recent census; 

(B) a member of the National Security In-
novation Network in the Rocky Mountain 
Region; and 

(C) in proximity to the geographic center 
of the United States, as determined by the 
Administrator. 

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1001(a)). 

(6) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801). 

SA 3100. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for 
himself and Mr. MARSHALL) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 865. SBIC MAXIMUM LEVERAGE EXCLUSION. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Investing in All of America Act 
of 2024’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 103(9) of the 
Small Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 
U.S.C. 662(9)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)(iii)— 
(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘estab-

lished prior to October 1, 1987’’; 
(B) in subclause (II)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘or’’ and inserting ‘‘, a’’; 

and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘, or a foundation, endow-

ment, or trust of a college or university’’ 
after ‘‘pension plan’’; and 

(C) in subclause (III), by striking the semi-
colon at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) for the purpose of approval by the Ad-

ministrator of any request for leverage, does 
not include any funds obtained directly or 
indirectly from any Federal, State or local 
government or any government agency or in-
strumentality, except for funds described in 
subclause (I), (II), or (III) of subparagraph 
(B)(iii).’’. 

(c) MAXIMUM LEVERAGE.—Section 303(b)(2) 
of the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
(15 U.S.C. 683(b)(2)) is amended— 
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(1) in subparagraph (A)(i), by striking 

‘‘300’’ and inserting ‘‘200’’; 
(2) in subparagraph (C)— 
(A) in the heading— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘OR RURAL’’ after ‘‘LOW-IN-

COME’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘OR CRITICAL TECHNOLOGY 

AREAS’’ after ‘‘GEOGRAPHIC AREAS’’; 
(B) in clause (i)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(i) In calculating’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (iii), in calculating’’; 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘or companies’’ after ‘‘of a 

company’’; 
(iii) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)’’ and in-

serting ‘‘subparagraphs (A) and (B)’’; 
(iv) by striking ‘‘equity’’; 
(v) by striking ‘‘the company in a smaller 

enterprise’’ and all that follows and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘the company or compa-
nies in— 

‘‘(I) a smaller enterprise located in a low- 
income geographic area (as defined in sec-
tion 351) or in a rural area; or’’; and 

(vi) by adding at the end the following new 
subclause: 

‘‘(II) a small business concern in an area of 
critical technology (as defined in section 4801 
of title 10, United States Code) vital to main-
taining the national security of the United 
States.’’; 

(C) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—While maintaining the 
limitation of subparagraph (A)(i) and con-
sistent with a leverage determination ratio 
issued pursuant to section 301(c), the aggre-
gate amount excluded for a company or com-
panies under clause (i) from the calculation 
of the outstanding leverage of such company 
or companies for the purposes of subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) may not exceed the lesser 
of 50 percent of the private capital of such 
company or companies or $125,000,000.’’; and 

(D) by amending clause (iii) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(iii) PROSPECTIVE APPLICABILITY.—An in-
vestment by a licensee is eligible for exclu-
sion from the calculation of outstanding le-
verage under clause (i) only if such invest-
ment is made by such licensee after the date 
of enactment of the Investing in All of Amer-
ica Act of 2024.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(E) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—The Adminis-
trator shall adjust the dollar amounts de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) and (B)— 

‘‘(i) on the date of the enactment of this 
subparagraph, by a percentage equal to the 
percentage (if any) by which the Consumer 
Price Index (all items; United States city av-
erage), as published by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, increased during the period— 

‘‘(I) beginning on December 18, 2015, and 
ending on the date of the enactment of this 
subparagraph, for subparagraph (B); and 

‘‘(II) beginning on June 21, 2018, and ending 
on the date of the enactment of this subpara-
graph, for subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(ii) on the date that is one year after the 
date of the enactment of this subparagraph, 
and annually thereafter, by a percentage 
equal to the percentage (if any) by which the 
Consumer Price Index (all items; United 
States city average), as published by the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, increased during 
the one-year period preceding the date of the 
adjustment under this clause.’’. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than June 30 of the 
first year beginning after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, and annually thereafter, 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration shall submit to the Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneurship of 
the Senate and the Committee on Small 
Business of the House of Representatives a 

report on the results of the exclusion under 
subparagraph (C) of section 303(b)(2) of the 
Small Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 
U.S.C. 683(b)(2)), as amended by subsection 
(c), including the economic activity gen-
erated and jobs directly and indirectly cre-
ated by the exclusion. 

SA 3101. Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. KING, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. KELLY, Ms. HIRONO, 
and Mr. CASSIDY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 
Subtitle G—United States Foundation for 

International Conservation 
SEC. 1291. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Foundation for International Con-
servation Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 1292. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means the 
Board of Directors established pursuant to 
section 1294(a). 

(3) ELIGIBLE COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘eligible 
country’’ means any country described in 
section 1297(b). 

(4) ELIGIBLE PROJECT.—The term ‘‘eligible 
project’’ means any project described in sec-
tion 1297(a)(2). 

(5) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Exec-
utive Director’’ means the Executive Direc-
tor of the Foundation hired pursuant to sec-
tion 1294(b). 

(6) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’ 
means the United States Foundation for 
International Conservation established pur-
suant to section 1293(a). 

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of State. 
SEC. 1293. UNITED STATES FOUNDATION FOR 

INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall establish the United 
States Foundation for International Con-
servation, which shall be operated as a chari-
table, nonprofit corporation. 

(2) INDEPENDENCE.—The Foundation is not 
an agency or instrumentality of the United 
States Government. 

(3) TAX-EXEMPT STATUS.—The Board shall 
take all necessary and appropriate steps to 
ensure that the Foundation is an organiza-
tion described in subsection (c) of section 501 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, which 
exempt the organization from taxation under 
subsection (a) of such section. 

(4) TERMINATION OF OPERATIONS.—The 
Foundation shall terminate operations on 

the date that is 10 years after the date on 
which the Foundation becomes operational, 
in accordance with— 

(A) a plan for winding down the activities 
of the Foundation that the Board shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not later than 180 days before such 
termination date; and 

(B) the bylaws established pursuant to sec-
tion 1294(b)(13). 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Foun-
dation are— 

(1) to provide grants for the responsible 
management of designated priority pri-
marily protected and conserved areas in eli-
gible countries that have a high degree of 
biodiversity or species and ecosystems of sig-
nificant ecological value; 

(2) to promote responsible, long-term man-
agement of primarily protected and con-
served areas and their contiguous buffer 
zones; 

(3) to incentivize, leverage, accept, and ef-
fectively administer governmental and non-
governmental funds, including donations 
from the private sector, to increase the 
availability and predictability of financing 
for responsible, long-term management of 
primarily protected and conserved areas in 
eligible countries; 

(4) to help close critical gaps in public 
international conservation efforts in eligible 
countries by— 

(A) increasing private sector investment, 
including investments from philanthropic 
entities; and 

(B) collaborating with partners providing 
bilateral and multilateral financing to sup-
port enhanced coordination, including public 
and private funders, partner governments, 
local protected areas authorities, and private 
and nongovernmental organization partners; 

(5) to identify and financially support via-
ble projects that— 

(A) promote responsible, long-term man-
agement of primarily protected and con-
served areas and their contiguous buffer 
zones in eligible countries, including support 
for the management of terrestrial, coastal, 
freshwater, and marine protected areas, 
parks, community conservancies, Indigenous 
reserves, conservation easements, and bio-
logical reserves; and 

(B) provide effective area-based conserva-
tion measures, consistent with best practices 
and standards for environmental and social 
safeguards; and 

(6) to coordinate with, consult, and other-
wise support and assist, governments, pri-
vate sector entities, local communities, In-
digenous Peoples, and other stakeholders in 
eligible countries in undertaking biodiver-
sity conservation activities— 

(A) to achieve measurable and enduring 
biodiversity conservation outcomes; and 

(B) to improve local security, governance, 
food security, and economic opportunities. 

(c) PLAN OF ACTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 

after the establishment of the Foundation, 
the Executive Director shall submit for ap-
proval from the Board an initial 3-year Plan 
of Action to implement the purposes of this 
subtitle, including— 

(A) a description of the priority actions to 
be undertaken by the Foundation over the 
proceeding 3-year period, including a 
timeline for implementation of such priority 
actions; 

(B) descriptions of the processes and cri-
teria by which— 

(i) eligible countries, in which eligible 
projects may be selected to receive assist-
ance under this subtitle, will be identified; 

(ii) grant proposals for Foundation activi-
ties in eligible countries will be developed, 
evaluated, and selected; and 
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(iii) grant implementation will be mon-

itored and evaluated; 
(C) the projected staffing and budgetary re-

quirements of the Foundation during the 
proceeding 3-year period. 

(D) a plan to maximize commitments from 
private sector entities to fund the Founda-
tion. 

(2) SUBMISSION.—The Executive Director 
shall submit the initial Plan of Action to the 
appropriate congressional committees not 
later than 5 days after the Plan of Action is 
approved by the Board. 

(3) UPDATES.—The Executive Director shall 
annually update the Plan of Action and sub-
mit each such updated plan to the appro-
priate congressional committees not later 
that 5 days after the update plan is approved 
by the Board. 

SEC. 1294. GOVERNANCE OF THE FOUNDATION. 

(a) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—There shall be in 
the Foundation an Executive Director, who 
shall— 

(1) manage the Foundation; and 
(2) report to, and be under the direct au-

thority, of the Board. 

(b) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.— 
(1) GOVERNANCE.—The Foundation shall be 

governed by a Board of Directors, which— 
(A) shall perform the functions specified to 

be carried out by the Board under this sub-
title; and 

(B) may prescribe, amend, and repeal by-
laws, rules, regulations, and procedures gov-
erning the manner in which the business of 
the Foundation may be conducted and in 
which the powers granted to it by law may 
be exercised. 

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The Board shall be com-
posed of— 

(A) the Secretary, the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, the Secretary of the Interior, the 
Chief of the United States Forest Service, 
and the head of one other relevant Federal 
department or agency, as determined by the 
Secretary, or the Senate-confirmed des-
ignees of such officials; and 

(B) 8 other individuals, who shall be ap-
pointed by the Secretary, in consultation 
with the members of the Board described in 
subparagraph (A), the Speaker and Minority 
Leader of the House of Representatives, and 
the President Pro Tempore and Minority 
Leader of the Senate, of whom— 

(i) 4 members shall be private-sector do-
nors making financial contributions to the 
Foundation; and 

(ii) 4 members shall be independent experts 
who, in addition to meeting the qualification 
requirements described in paragraph (3), rep-
resent diverse points of view and diverse ge-
ographies, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable. 

(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—Each member of the 
Board appointed pursuant to paragraph 
(2)(B) shall be knowledgeable and experi-
enced in matters relating to— 

(A) international development; 
(B) protected area management and the 

conservation of global biodiversity, fish and 
wildlife, ecosystem restoration, adaptation, 
and resilience; and 

(C) grantmaking in support of inter-
national conservation. 

(4) POLITICAL AFFILIATION.—Not more than 
5 of the members appointed to the Board pur-
suant to paragraph (2)(B) may be affiliated 
with the same political party. 

(5) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—Any individual 
with business interests, financial holdings, 
or controlling interests in any entity that 
has sought support, or is receiving support, 
from the Foundation may not be appointed 
to the Board during the 5-year period imme-
diately preceding such appointment. 

(6) CHAIRPERSON.—The Board shall elect, 
from among its members, a Chairperson, who 
shall serve for a 2-year term. 

(7) TERMS; VACANCIES.— 
(A) TERMS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The term of service of 

each member of the Board appointed pursu-
ant to paragraph (2)(B) shall be not more 
than 5 years. 

(ii) INITIAL APPOINTED DIRECTORS.—Of the 
initial members of the Board appointed pur-
suant to paragraph (2)(B)— 

(I) 4 members, including at least 2 private- 
sector donors making financial contribu-
tions to the Foundation, shall serve for 4 
years; and 

(II) 4 members shall serve for 5 years, as 
determined by the Chairperson of the Board. 

(B) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the 
Board— 

(i) shall be filled in the manner in which 
the original appointment was made; and 

(ii) shall not affect the power of the re-
maining appointed members of the Board to 
execute the duties of the Board. 

(8) QUORUM.—A majority of the current 
membership of the Board, including the Sec-
retary or the Secretary’s designee, shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of 
Foundation business. 

(9) MEETINGS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall meet not 

less frequently than annually at the call of 
the Chairperson. Such meetings may be in 
person, virtual, or hybrid. 

(B) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 60 
days after the Board is established pursuant 
to section 1293(a), the Secretary of State 
shall convene a meeting of the ex-officio 
members of the Board and the appointed 
members of the Board to incorporate the 
Foundation. 

(C) REMOVAL.—Any member of the Board 
appointed pursuant to paragraph (2)(B) who 
misses 3 consecutive regularly scheduled 
meetings may be removed by a majority vote 
of the Board. 

(10) REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Members of the Board 

shall serve without pay, but may be reim-
bursed for the actual and necessary traveling 
and subsistence expenses incurred in the per-
formance of the duties of the Foundation. 

(B) LIMITATION.—Expenses incurred outside 
the United States may be reimbursed under 
this paragraph if at least 2 members of the 
Board concurrently incurred such expenses. 
Such reimbursements— 

(i) shall be available exclusively for actual 
costs incurred by members of the Board up 
to the published daily per diem rate for lodg-
ing, meals, and incidentals; and 

(ii) shall not include first-class, business- 
class, or travel in any class other than econ-
omy class or coach class. 

(C) OTHER EXPENSES.—All other expenses, 
including salaries for officers and staff of the 
Foundation, shall be established by a major-
ity vote of the Board, as proposed by the Ex-
ecutive Director on no less than an annual 
basis. 

(11) NOT FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—Appoint-
ment as a member of the Board and employ-
ment by the Foundation does not constitute 
employment by, or the holding of an office 
of, the United States for purposes of any 
Federal law. 

(12) DUTIES.—The Board shall— 
(A) establish bylaws for the Foundation in 

accordance with paragraph (13); 
(B) provide overall direction for the activi-

ties of the Foundation and establish priority 
activities; 

(C) carry out any other necessary activi-
ties of the Foundation; 

(D) evaluate the performance of the Execu-
tive Director; 

(E) take steps to limit the administrative 
expenses of the Foundation; and 

(F) not less frequently than annually, con-
sult and coordinate with stakeholders quali-
fied to provide advice, assistance, and infor-
mation regarding effective protected and 
conserved area management. 

(13) BYLAWS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The bylaws required to be 

established under paragraph (12)(A) shall in-
clude— 

(i) the specific duties of the Executive Di-
rector; 

(ii) policies and procedures for the selec-
tion of members of the Board and officers, 
employees, agents, and contractors of the 
Foundation; 

(iii) policies, including ethical standards, 
for— 

(I) the acceptance, solicitation, and dis-
position of donations and grants to the 
Foundation; and 

(II) the disposition of assets of the Founda-
tion upon the dissolution of the Foundation; 

(iv) policies that subject all implementing 
partners, employees, fellows, trainees, and 
other agents of the Foundation (including 
ex-officio members of the Board and ap-
pointed members of the Board) to stringent 
ethical and conflict of interest standards; 

(v) removal and exclusion procedures for 
implementing partners, employees, fellows, 
trainees, and other agents of the Foundation 
(including ex-officio members of the Board 
and appointed members of the Board) who 
fail to uphold the ethical and conflict of in-
terest standards established pursuant to 
clause (iii); 

(vi) policies for winding down the activi-
ties of the Foundation upon its dissolution, 
including a plan— 

(I) to return unspent appropriations to the 
Treasury of the United States; and 

(II) to donate unspent private and philan-
thropic contributions to projects that align 
with the goals and requirements described in 
section 1297; 

(vii) policies for vetting implementing 
partners and grantees to ensure the Founda-
tion does not provide grants to for profit en-
tities whose primary objective is activities 
other than conservation activities; and 

(viii) clawback policies and procedures to 
be incorporated into grant agreements to en-
sure compliance with the policies referred to 
in clause (vii). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The Board shall en-
sure that the bylaws of the Foundation and 
the activities carried out under such bylaws 
do not— 

(i) reflect unfavorably on the ability of the 
Foundation to carry out activities in a fair 
and objective manner; or 

(ii) compromise, or appear to compromise, 
the integrity of any governmental agency or 
program, or any officer or employee em-
ployed by, or involved in, a governmental 
agency or program. 

(c) FOUNDATION STAFF.—Officers and em-
ployees of the Foundation— 

(1) may not be employees of, or hold any 
office in, the United States Government; 

(2) may not serve in the employ of any 
nongovernmental organization, project, or 
person related to or affiliated with any 
grantee of the Foundation while employed 
by the Foundation; 

(3) may not receive compensation from any 
other source for work performed in carrying 
out the duties of the Foundation while em-
ployed by the Foundation; and 

(4) should not receive a salary at a rate 
that is greater than the maximum rate of 
basic pay authorized for positions at level I 
of the Executive Schedule under section 5312 
of title 5, United States Code. 

(d) LIMITATION AND CONFLICTS OF INTER-
ESTS.— 
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(1) POLITICAL PARTICIPATION.—The Founda-

tion may not— 
(A) lobby for political or policy issues; or 
(B) participate or intervene in any polit-

ical campaign in any country. 
(2) FINANCIAL INTERESTS.—As determined 

by the Board and set forth in the bylaws es-
tablished pursuant to subsection (b)(13), and 
consistent with best practices, any member 
of the Board or officer or employee of the 
Foundation shall be prohibited from partici-
pating, directly or indirectly, in the consid-
eration or determination of any question be-
fore the Foundation affecting— 

(A) the financial interests of such member 
of the Board, or officer or employee of the 
Foundation, not including such member’s 
Foundation expenses and compensation; and 

(B) the interests of any corporation, part-
nership, entity, or organization in which 
such member of the Board, officer, or em-
ployee has any fiduciary obligation or direct 
or indirect financial interest. 

(3) RECUSALS.—Any member of the Board 
that has a business, financial, or familial in-
terest in an organization or community 
seeking support from the Foundation shall 
recuse himself or herself from all delibera-
tions, meetings, and decisions concerning 
the consideration and decision relating to 
such support. 

(4) PROJECT INELIGIBILITY.—The Founda-
tion may not provide support to individuals 
or entities with business, financial, or famil-
ial ties to— 

(A) a current member of the Board; or 
(B) a former member of the Board during 

the 5-year period immediately following the 
last day of the former member’s term on the 
Board. 
SEC. 1295. CORPORATE POWERS AND OBLIGA-

TIONS OF THE FOUNDATION. 
(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation— 
(A) may conduct business in foreign coun-

tries; 
(B) shall have its principal offices in the 

Washington, D.C. metropolitan area; and 
(C) shall continuously maintain a des-

ignated agent in Washington, D.C. who is au-
thorized to accept notice or service of proc-
ess on behalf of the Foundation. 

(2) NOTICE AND SERVICE OF PROCESS.—The 
serving of notice to, or service of process 
upon, the agent referred to in paragraph 
(1)(C), or mailed to the business address of 
such agent, shall be deemed as service upon, 
or notice to, the Foundation. 

(3) AUDITS.—The Foundation shall be sub-
ject to the general audit authority of the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
under section 3523 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

(b) AUTHORITIES.—In addition to powers ex-
plicitly authorized under this subtitle, the 
Foundation, in order to carry out the pur-
poses described in section 1293(b), shall have 
the usual powers of a corporation 
headquartered in Washington, D.C., includ-
ing the authority— 

(1) to accept, receive, solicit, hold, admin-
ister, and use any gift, devise, or bequest, ei-
ther absolutely or in trust, or real or per-
sonal property or any income derived from 
such gift or property, or other interest in 
such gift or property located in the United 
States; 

(2) to acquire by donation, gift, devise, pur-
chase, or exchange any real or personal prop-
erty or interest in such property located in 
the United States; 

(3) unless otherwise required by the instru-
ment of transfer, to sell, donate, lease, in-
vest, reinvest, retain, or otherwise dispose of 
any property or income derived from such 
property located in the United States; 

(4) to complain and defend itself in any 
court of competent jurisdiction (except that 

the members of the Board shall not be per-
sonally liable, except for gross negligence); 

(5) to enter into contracts or other ar-
rangements with public agencies, private or-
ganizations, and persons and to make such 
payments as may be necessary to carry out 
the purposes of such contracts or arrange-
ments; and 

(6) to award grants for eligible projects, in 
accordance with section 1297. 

(c) LIMITATION OF PUBLIC LIABILITY.—The 
United States shall not be liable for any 
debts, defaults, acts, or omissions of the 
Foundation. The Federal Government shall 
be held harmless from any damages or 
awards ordered by a court against the Foun-
dation. 
SEC. 1296. SAFEGUARDS AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 

(a) SAFEGUARDS.—The Foundation shall de-
velop, and incorporate into any agreement 
for support provided by the Foundation, ap-
propriate safeguards, policies, and guide-
lines, consistent with United States law and 
best practices and standards for environ-
mental and social safeguards. 

(b) INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTABILITY MECHA-
NISM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, or the Sec-
retary’s designee, shall establish a trans-
parent and independent accountability 
mechanism, consistent with best practices, 
which shall provide— 

(A) a compliance review function that as-
sesses whether Foundation-supported 
projects adhere to the requirements devel-
oped pursuant to subsection (a); 

(B) a dispute resolution function for resolv-
ing and remedying concerns between com-
plainants and project implementers regard-
ing the impacts of specific Foundation-sup-
ported projects with respect to such stand-
ards; and 

(C) an advisory function that reports to 
the Board on projects, policies, and prac-
tices. 

(2) DUTIES.—The accountability mecha-
nism shall— 

(A) report annually to the Board and the 
appropriate congressional committees re-
garding the Foundation’s compliance with 
best practices and standards in accordance 
with paragraph (1)(A) and the nature and res-
olution of any complaint; 

(B)(i) have permanent staff, led by an inde-
pendent accountability official, to conduct 
compliance reviews and dispute resolutions 
and perform advisory functions; and 

(ii) maintain a roster of experts to serve 
such roles, to the extent needed; and 

(C) hold a public comment period lasting 
not fewer than 60 days regarding the initial 
design of the accountability mechanism. 

(c) INTERNAL ACCOUNTABILITY.—The Foun-
dation shall establish an ombudsman posi-
tion at a senior level of executive staff as a 
confidential, neutral source of information 
and assistance to anyone affected by the ac-
tivities of the Foundation. 

(d) ANNUAL REVIEW.—The Secretary shall, 
periodically, but not less frequent than an-
nually, review assistance provided by the 
Foundation for the purpose of implementing 
section 1293(b) to ensure consistency with 
the provisions under section 620M of Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2378d). 
SEC. 1297. PROJECTS AND GRANTS. 

(a) PROJECT FUNDING REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation shall— 
(A) provide grants to support eligible 

projects described in paragraph (3) that ad-
vance its mission to enable effective man-
agement of primarily protected and con-
served areas and their contiguous buffer 
zones in eligible countries; 

(B) advance effective landscape or seascape 
approaches to conservation that include 
buffer zones, wildlife dispersal and corridor 

areas, and other effective area-based con-
servation measures; and 

(C) not purchase, own, or lease land, in-
cluding conservation easements, in eligible 
countries. 

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Eligible entities 
shall include— 

(A) not-for-profit organizations with dem-
onstrated expertise in protected and con-
served area management and economic de-
velopment; 

(B) governments of eligible partner coun-
tries, as determined by subsection (b), with 
the exception of governments and govern-
ment entities that are prohibited from re-
ceiving grants from the Foundation pursuant 
to section 1298; and 

(C) Indigenous and local communities in 
such eligible countries. 

(3) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Eligible projects 
shall include projects that— 

(A) focus on supporting— 
(i) transparent and effective long-term 

management of primarily protected or con-
served areas and their contiguous buffer 
zones in countries described in subsection 
(b), including terrestrial, coastal, and ma-
rine protected or conserved areas, parks, 
community conservancies, Indigenous re-
serves, conservation easements, and biologi-
cal reserves; and 

(ii) other effective area-based conservation 
measures; 

(B) are cost-matched at a ratio of not less 
than $2 from sources other than the United 
States for every $1 made available under this 
subtitle; 

(C) are subject to long-term binding memo-
randa of understanding with the govern-
ments of eligible countries and local commu-
nities— 

(i) to ensure that local populations have 
access, resource management responsibil-
ities, and the ability to pursue permissible, 
sustainable economic activity on affected 
lands; and 

(ii) that may be signed by governments in 
such eligible countries to ensure free, prior, 
and informed consent of affected commu-
nities; 

(D) incorporate a set of key performance 
and impact indicators; 

(E) demonstrate robust local community 
engagement, with the completion of appro-
priate environmental and social due dili-
gence, including— 

(i) free, prior, and informed consent of In-
digenous Peoples and relevant local commu-
nities; 

(ii) inclusive governance structures; and 
(iii) effective grievance mechanisms; 
(F) create economic opportunities for local 

communities, including through— 
(i) equity and profit-sharing; 
(ii) cooperative management of natural re-

sources; 
(iii) employment activities; and 
(iv) other related economic growth activi-

ties; 
(G) leverage stable baseline funding for the 

effective management of the primarily pro-
tected or conserved area project; and 

(H) to the extent possible— 
(i) are viable and prepared for implementa-

tion; and 
(ii) demonstrate a plan to strengthen the 

capacity of, and transfer skills to, local in-
stitutions to manage the primarily protected 
or conserved area before or after grant fund-
ing is exhausted. 

(b) ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to the Plan of 

Action required under section 1293(c), and be-
fore awarding any grants or entering into 
any project agreements for any fiscal year, 
the Board shall conduct a review to identify 
eligible countries in which the Foundation 
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may fund projects. Such review shall con-
sider countries that— 

(A) are low-income, lower middle-income, 
or upper-middle-income economies (as de-
fined by the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development and the Inter-
national Development Association); 

(B) have— 
(i) a high degree of threatened or at-risk 

biological diversity; or 
(ii) species or ecosystems of significant im-

portance, including threatened or endan-
gered species or ecosystems at risk of deg-
radation or destruction; 

(C) have demonstrated a commitment to 
conservation through verifiable actions, such 
as protecting lands and waters through the 
gazettement of national parks, community 
conservancies, marine reserves and protected 
areas, forest reserves, or other legally recog-
nized forms of place-based conservation; and 

(D) are not ineligible to receive United 
States foreign assistance pursuant to any 
other provision of law, including laws identi-
fied in section 1298. 

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES.— 
Not later than 5 days after the date on which 
the Board determines which countries are el-
igible to receive assistance under this sub-
title for a fiscal year, the Executive Director 
shall— 

(A) submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that includes— 

(i) a list of all such eligible countries, as 
determined through the review process de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and 

(ii) a detailed justification for each such 
eligibility determination, including— 

(I) an analysis of why the eligible country 
would be suitable for partnership; 

(II) an evaluation of the eligible partner 
country’s interest in and ability to partici-
pate meaningfully in proposed Foundation 
activities, including an evaluation of such 
eligible country’s prospects to substantially 
benefit from Foundation assistance; 

(III) an estimation of each such eligible 
partner country’s commitment to conserva-
tion; and 

(IV) an assessment of the capacity and 
willingness of the eligible country to enact 
or implement reforms that might be nec-
essary to maximize the impact and effective-
ness of Foundation support; and 

(B) publish the information contained in 
the report described in subparagraph (A) in 
the Federal Register. 

(c) GRANTMAKING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to maximize pro-

gram effectiveness, the Foundation shall— 
(A) coordinate with other international 

public and private donors to the greatest ex-
tent practicable and appropriate; 

(B) seek additional financial and non-
financial contributions and commitments for 
its projects from governments in eligible 
countries; 

(C) strive to generate a partnership men-
tality among all participants, including pub-
lic and private funders, host governments, 
local protected areas authorities, and private 
and nongovernmental organization partners; 

(D) prioritize investments in communities 
with low levels of economic development to 
the greatest extent practicable and appro-
priate; and 

(E) consider the eligible partner country’s 
planned and dedicated resources to the pro-
posed project and the eligible entity’s ability 
to successfully implement the project. 

(2) GRANT CRITERIA.—Foundation grants— 
(A) shall fund eligible projects that en-

hance the management of well-defined pri-
marily protected or conserved areas and the 
systems of such conservation areas in eligi-
ble countries; 

(B) should support adequate baseline fund-
ing for eligible projects in eligible countries 
to be sustained for not less than 10 years; 

(C) should, during the grant period, dem-
onstrate progress in achieving clearly de-
fined key performance indicators (as defined 
in the grant agreement), which may in-
clude— 

(i) the protection of biological diversity; 
(ii) the protection of native flora and habi-

tats, such as trees, forests, wetlands, grass-
lands, mangroves, coral reefs, and sea grass; 

(iii) community-based economic growth in-
dicators, such as improved land tenure, in-
creases in beneficiaries participating in re-
lated economic growth activities, and suffi-
cient income from conservation activities 
being directed to communities in project 
areas; 

(iv) improved management of the pri-
marily protected or conserved area covered 
by the project, as documented through the 
submission of strategic plans or annual re-
ports to the Foundation; and 

(v) the identification of additional revenue 
sources or sustainable financing mechanisms 
to meet the recurring costs of management 
of the primarily protected or conserved 
areas; and 

(D) shall be terminated if the Board deter-
mines that the project is not— 

(i) meeting applicable requirements under 
this subtitle; or 

(ii) making progress in achieving the key 
performance indicators defined in the grant 
agreement. 
SEC. 1298. PROHIBITION OF SUPPORT FOR CER-

TAIN GOVERNMENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation may not 

provide support for any government, or any 
entity owned or controlled by a government, 
if the Secretary has determined that such 
government— 

(1) has repeatedly provided support for acts 
of international terrorism, as determined 
under— 

(A) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(i) of the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 
4813(c)(1)(A)(i)); 

(B) section 620A(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371(a)); 

(C) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d)); or 

(D) any other relevant provision of law; 
(2) has been identified pursuant to section 

116(a) or 502B(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(a) and 2304(a)(2)) 
or any other relevant provision of law; or 

(3) has failed the ‘‘control of corruption’’ 
indicator, as determined by the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation, within any of the 
preceding 3 years of the intended grant; 

(b) PROHIBITION OF SUPPORT FOR SANC-
TIONED PERSONS.—The Foundation may not 
engage in any dealing prohibited under 
United States sanctions laws or regulations, 
including dealings with persons on the list of 
specially designated persons and blocked 
persons maintained by the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control of the Department of the 
Treasury, except to the extent otherwise au-
thorized by the Secretary or by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 

(c) PROHIBITION OF SUPPORT FOR ACTIVITIES 
SUBJECT TO SANCTIONS.—The Foundation 
shall require any person receiving support to 
certify that such person, and any entity 
owned or controlled by such person, is in 
compliance with all United States sanctions 
laws and regulations. 
SEC. 1299. ANNUAL REPORT. 

Not later than 360 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter while the Foundation continues to 
operate, the Executive Director of the Foun-
dation shall submit a report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that de-
scribes— 

(1) the goals of the Foundation; 
(2) the programs, projects, and activities 

supported by the Foundation; 
(3) private and governmental contributions 

to the Foundation; and 
(4) the standardized criteria utilized to de-

termine the programs and activities sup-
ported by the Foundation, including base-
lines, targets, desired outcomes, measurable 
goals, and extent to which those goals are 
being achieved for each project. 
SEC. 1299A. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION.—In addition to 

amounts authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out international conservation and 
biodiversity programs under part I and chap-
ter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.), and subject to 
the limitations set forth in subsections (b) 
and (c), there is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Foundation to carry out the 
purposes of this subtitle— 

(1) $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; and 
(2) not more than $100,000,000 for each of 

the fiscal years 2026 through 2034. 
(b) COST MATCHING REQUIREMENT.— 

Amounts appropriated pursuant to sub-
section (a) may only be made available to 
grantees to the extent the Foundation or 
such grantees secure funding for an eligible 
project from sources other than the United 
States Government in an amount that is not 
less than twice the amount received in 
grants for such project pursuant to section 
1297. 

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The adminis-
trative costs of the Foundation shall come 
from sources other than the United States 
Government. 

(d) PROHIBITION ON USE OF GRANT AMOUNTS 
FOR LOBBYING EXPENSES.—Amounts provided 
as a grant by the Foundation pursuant to 
section 1297 may not be used for any activity 
intended to influence legislation pending be-
fore the Congress of the United States. 

SA 3102. Mr. PETERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1549. CLASSIFICATION REFORM FOR TRANS-

PARENCY ACT OF 2024. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Classification Reform for 
Transparency Act of 2024’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘classifica-

tion’’ means the act or process by which in-
formation is determined to be classified in-
formation. 

(2) CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘classification system’’ means the system of 
the Federal Government for classification 
and declassification. 

(3) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term 
‘‘classified information’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘classified information of the 
United States’’ in section 1924(c) of title 18, 
United States Code. 

(4) DECLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘declas-
sification’’ means the authorized change in 
the status of information from classified in-
formation to unclassified information. 

(5) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Execu-
tive agency’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 105 of title 5, United States 
Code. 
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(6) INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘information’’ 

means any knowledge that can be commu-
nicated or documentary material, regardless 
of its physical form or characteristics, that 
is owned by, is produced by or for, or is under 
the control of the Federal Government. 

(c) AUTOMATIC EXPIRATION OF CLASSIFICA-
TION STATUS.— 

(1) AUTOMATIC EXPIRATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the classification marking on any informa-
tion that is more than 50 years old shall be 
considered expired, and the information 
shall be considered unclassified. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subparagraph (A) 
shall take effect on the date that is 3 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) AUTHORITY TO EXEMPT.—The President 
may, as the President considers appropriate, 
exempt specific information from the re-
quirement of paragraph (1)(A) pursuant to a 
request received by the President pursuant 
to paragraph (3). 

(3) REQUESTS FOR EXEMPTIONS.—In extraor-
dinary cases, the head of an Executive agen-
cy may request from the President an ex-
emption to the requirement of paragraph 
(1)(A) for specific information that reveals— 

(A) the identity of a human source or 
human intelligence source in a case in which 
the source or a relative of the source is alive 
and disclosure would present a clear danger 
to the safety of the source or relative; 

(B) a key design concept of a weapon of 
mass destruction; or 

(C) information that would result in crit-
ical harm to ongoing or future operations. 

(4) NOTIFICATION.— 
(A) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

OF CONGRESS.—In this paragraph, the term 
‘‘appropriate committee of Congress’’ 
means— 

(i) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 
and 

(ii) the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability and the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(B) IN GENERAL.—If an exemption is re-
quested pursuant to paragraph (3), the Presi-
dent shall, not later than 30 days after the 
date on which the President approves or re-
jects the requested exemption, submit to 
Congress, including the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress, notice of such approval or 
rejection. 

(C) CONTENTS.—Each notice submitted pur-
suant to subparagraph (B) for an approval or 
rejection shall include a justification for the 
approval or rejection. 

(D) FORM.—To the degree practicable, each 
notice submitted pursuant to subparagraph 
(B) shall be submitted in unclassified form. 

(d) REFORMS OF THE CLASSIFICATION SYS-
TEM.— 

(1) DECLASSIFICATION UPON REQUEST OF CON-
GRESS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date on which the head of an Exec-
utive agency receives a request from a chair, 
vice-chair, or ranking member of an appro-
priate committee of Congress for declas-
sification of specific information in the pos-
session of the Executive agency, the head of 
the Executive agency shall— 

(i) review the information for declassifica-
tion; and 

(ii) provide the member of Congress— 
(I) the declassified information or docu-

ment; or 
(II) notice that, pursuant to review under 

clause (i), the information is not being de-
classified, along with a justification for not 
declassifying the information. 

(B) COMPLEX OR LENGTHY REQUESTS.—In a 
case in which the head of an Executive agen-

cy receives a request as described in subpara-
graph (A) and the head determines that such 
request is particularly complex or lengthy, 
such paragraph shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘180 days’’ for ‘‘90 days’’. 

(2) MANDATORY DECLASSIFICATION REVIEW 
FOR MATTERS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST.—The 
President shall require that the mandatory 
declassification review process established 
pursuant to Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 
3161 note; relating to classified national se-
curity information), or successor order, in-
clude— 

(A) a process by which members of the pub-
lic may request declassification of informa-
tion in cases in which— 

(i) the information meets the standards for 
classification; and 

(ii) the public interest in disclosure would 
outweigh the national security harm that 
could reasonably be expected to result from 
disclosure of the information; and 

(B) an expedited process for consideration 
of declassification of information in cases in 
which there is urgency to inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Govern-
ment activity. 

(3) IDENTIFICATION OF HARM TO NATIONAL SE-
CURITY.—At the time of original classifica-
tion, in addition to the identifications and 
markings required by section 1.6 of Execu-
tive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating 
to classified national security information), 
or successor order, the original classification 
authority shall identify in writing the spe-
cific harm to national security that could 
reasonably be expected to result from disclo-
sure. 

(4) CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORITY TO RELEASE 
INFORMATION.—Nothing in this section shall 
be deemed in conflict with, or to otherwise 
impede the authority of, Congress under 
clause 3 of section 5 of article I of the Con-
stitution of the United States to release in-
formation in its possession, and such infor-
mation so released shall be deemed declas-
sified or otherwise released in full. 

SA 3103. Mr. CARPER (for himself 
and Mrs. CAPITO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION E—ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2024 
SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Eco-
nomic Development Reauthorization Act of 
2024’’. 
TITLE LI—PUBLIC WORKS AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
SEC. 5101. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS. 

Section 2 of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3121) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS. 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
‘‘(1) there continue to be areas of the 

United States— 
‘‘(A) experiencing chronic high unemploy-

ment, underemployment, outmigration, and 
low per capita incomes; and 

‘‘(B) facing sudden and severe economic 
dislocations because of structural economic 
changes, changing trade patterns, certain 
Federal actions (including environmental re-
quirements that result in the removal of eco-

nomic activities from a locality), impacts 
from natural disasters, and transitioning in-
dustries, including energy generation, steel 
production, and mining; 

‘‘(2) economic growth in the States, cities, 
and rural areas of the United States is pro-
duced by expanding economic opportunities, 
expanding free enterprise through trade, pro-
moting resilience in public infrastructure, 
creating conditions for job creation, job re-
tention, and business development, and by 
capturing the opportunities to lead the in-
dustries of the future, including advanced 
technologies, clean energy production, and 
advanced manufacturing technologies; 

‘‘(3) the goal of Federal economic develop-
ment programs is to raise the standard of 
living for all citizens and increase the wealth 
and overall rate of growth of the economy by 
encouraging communities to develop a more 
competitive and diversified economic base 
by— 

‘‘(A) creating an environment that pro-
motes economic activity by improving and 
expanding modern public infrastructure; 

‘‘(B) promoting job creation, retention, and 
workforce readiness through increased inno-
vation, productivity, and entrepreneurship; 
and 

‘‘(C) empowering local and regional com-
munities experiencing chronic high unem-
ployment, underemployment, low labor force 
participation, and low per capita income to 
develop private sector business and attract 
increased private sector capital investment; 

‘‘(4) while economic development is an in-
herently local process, the Federal Govern-
ment should work in partnership with public 
and private State, regional, Tribal, and local 
organizations to maximize the impact of ex-
isting resources and enable regions, commu-
nities, and citizens to participate more fully 
in the American dream and national pros-
perity; 

‘‘(5) in order to avoid duplication of effort 
and achieve meaningful, long-lasting results, 
Federal, State, Tribal, and local economic 
development activities should have a clear 
focus, improved coordination, a comprehen-
sive approach, and simplified and consistent 
requirements; 

‘‘(6) Federal economic development efforts 
will be more effective if the efforts are co-
ordinated with, and build on, the trade, 
workforce investment, scientific research, 
environmental protection, transportation, 
and technology programs of the United 
States, including through the consolidation 
and alignment of plans and strategies to pro-
mote effective economic development; 

‘‘(7) rural communities face unique chal-
lenges in addressing infrastructure needs, 
sometimes lacking the necessary tax base for 
required upgrades, and often encounter lim-
ited financing options and capacity, which 
can impede new development and long-term 
economic growth; and 

‘‘(8) assisting communities and regions in 
becoming more resilient to the effects of ex-
treme weather threats and events will pro-
mote economic development and job cre-
ation. 

‘‘(b) DECLARATIONS.—In order to promote a 
strong, growing, resilient, competitive, and 
secure economy throughout the United 
States, the opportunity to pursue, and be 
employed in, high-quality jobs with family- 
sustaining wages, and to live in communities 
that enable business creation and wealth, 
Congress declares that— 

‘‘(1) assistance under this Act should be 
made available to both rural- and urban-dis-
tressed communities; 

‘‘(2) local communities should work in 
partnership with neighboring communities, 
States, Indian tribes, and the Federal Gov-
ernment to increase the capacity of the local 
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communities to develop and implement com-
prehensive economic development strategies 
to alleviate economic distress and enhance 
competitiveness in the global economy; 

‘‘(3) whether suffering from long-term dis-
tress or a sudden dislocation, distressed com-
munities should be encouraged to support 
entrepreneurship to take advantage of the 
development opportunities afforded by tech-
nological innovation and expanding newly 
opened global markets; and 

‘‘(4) assistance under this Act should be 
made available to modernize and promote re-
cycling, promote the productive reuse of 
abandoned industrial facilities and the rede-
velopment of brownfields, and invest in pub-
lic assets that support travel and tourism 
and outdoor recreation.’’. 
SEC. 5102. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3122) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through 
(12) as paragraphs (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), 
(12), (13), (14), (16), and (17), respectively; 

(2) by inserting before paragraph (3) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(1) BLUE ECONOMY.—The term ‘blue econ-
omy’ means the sustainable use of marine, 
lake, or other aquatic resources in support of 
economic development objectives. 

‘‘(2) CAPACITY BUILDING.—The term ‘capac-
ity building’ includes all activities associ-
ated with early stage community-based 
project formation and conceptualization, 
prior to project predevelopment activity, in-
cluding grants to local community organiza-
tions for planning participation, community 
outreach and engagement activities, re-
search, and mentorship support to move 
projects from formation and 
conceptualization to project 
predevelopment.’’; 

(3) in paragraph (5) (as so redesignated), in 
subparagraph (A)(i), by striking ‘‘to the ex-
tent appropriate’’ and inserting ‘‘to the ex-
tent determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary’’; 

(4) in paragraph (6) (as so redesignated), in 
subparagraph (A)— 

(A) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end; 

(B) in clause (vi), by striking the period at 
end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(vii) an economic development organiza-

tion; or 
‘‘(viii) a public-private partnership for pub-

lic infrastructure.’’; 
(5) by inserting after paragraph (9) (as so 

redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(10) OUTDOOR RECREATION.—The term ‘out-

door recreation’ means all recreational ac-
tivities, and the economic drivers of those 
activities, that occur in nature-based envi-
ronments outdoors. 

‘‘(11) PROJECT PREDEVELOPMENT.—The term 
‘project predevelopment’ means a measure 
required to be completed before the initi-
ation of a project, including— 

‘‘(A) planning and community asset map-
ping; 

‘‘(B) training; 
‘‘(C) technical assistance and organiza-

tional development; 
‘‘(D) feasibility and market studies; 
‘‘(E) demonstration projects; and 
‘‘(F) other predevelopment activities deter-

mined by the Secretary to be appropriate.’’; 
(6) by striking paragraph (12) (as so redes-

ignated) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(12) REGIONAL COMMISSION.—The term ‘Re-

gional Commission’ means any of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) The Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion established by section 14301(a) of title 
40, United States Code. 

‘‘(B) The Delta Regional Authority estab-
lished by section 382B(a)(1) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 2009aa–1(a)(1)). 

‘‘(C) The Denali Commission established by 
section 303(a) of the Denali Commission Act 
of 1998 (42 U.S.C. 3121 note; Public Law 105– 
277). 

‘‘(D) The Great Lakes Authority estab-
lished by section 15301(a)(4) of title 40, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(E) The Mid-Atlantic Regional Commis-
sion established by section 15301(a)(5) of title 
40, United States Code. 

‘‘(F) The Northern Border Regional Com-
mission established by section 15301(a)(3) of 
title 40, United States Code. 

‘‘(G) The Northern Great Plains Regional 
Authority established by section 383B(a)(1) of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 2009bb–1(a)(1)). 

‘‘(H) The Southeast Crescent Regional 
Commission established by section 15301(a)(1) 
of title 40, United States Code. 

‘‘(I) The Southern New England Regional 
Commission established by section 15301(a)(6) 
of title 40, United States Code. 

‘‘(J) The Southwest Border Regional Com-
mission established by section 15301(a)(2) of 
title 40, United States Code.’’; 

(7) by inserting after paragraph (14) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(15) TRAVEL AND TOURISM.—The term 
‘travel and tourism’ means any economic ac-
tivity that primarily serves to encourage 
recreational or business travel in or to the 
United States.’’; and 

(8) in paragraph (17) (as so redesignated), 
by striking ‘‘established as a University Cen-
ter for Economic Development under section 
207(a)(2)(D)’’ and inserting ‘‘established 
under section 207(c)(1)’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
207(a)(3) of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3147(a)(3)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘section 3(4)(A)(vi)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 3(6)(A)(vi)’’. 
SEC. 5103. INCREASED COORDINATION. 

Section 103 of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3133) is amended by striking subsection (b) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) MEETINGS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To carry out subsection 

(a), or for any other purpose relating to eco-
nomic development activities, the Secretary 
may convene meetings with Federal agen-
cies, State and local governments, economic 
development districts, Indian tribes, and 
other appropriate planning and development 
organizations. 

‘‘(2) REGIONAL COMMISSIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to meetings 

described in paragraph (1), not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of the Eco-
nomic Development Reauthorization Act of 
2024, and not less frequently than every 2 
years thereafter, the Secretary shall convene 
a meeting with the Regional Commissions in 
furtherance of subsection (a). 

‘‘(B) ATTENDEES.—The attendees for a 
meeting convened under this paragraph shall 
consist of— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary, acting through the As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic 
Development, serving as Chair; 

‘‘(ii) the Federal Cochairpersons of the Re-
gional Commissions, or their designees; and 

‘‘(iii) the State Cochairpersons of the Re-
gional Commissions, or their designees. 

‘‘(C) PURPOSE.—The purposes of a meeting 
convened under this paragraph shall in-
clude— 

‘‘(i) to enhance coordination between the 
Economic Development Administration and 
the Regional Commissions in carrying out 
economic development programs; 

‘‘(ii) to reduce duplication of efforts by the 
Economic Development Administration and 
the Regional Commissions in carrying out 
economic development programs; 

‘‘(iii) to develop best practices and strate-
gies for fostering regional economic develop-
ment; and 

‘‘(iv) any other purposes as determined ap-
propriate by the Secretary. 

‘‘(D) REPORT.—Where applicable and pursu-
ant to subparagraph (C), not later than 1 
year after a meeting under this paragraph, 
the Secretary shall prepare and make pub-
licly available a report detailing, at a min-
imum— 

‘‘(i) the planned actions by the Economic 
Development Administration and the Re-
gional Commissions to enhance coordination 
or reduce duplication of efforts and a 
timeline for implementing those actions; and 

‘‘(ii) any best practices and strategies de-
veloped.’’. 

SEC. 5104. GRANTS FOR PUBLIC WORKS AND ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 201 of the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3141) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or for 

the improvement of waste management and 
recycling systems’’ after ‘‘development facil-
ity’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘increas-
ing the resilience’’ after ‘‘expansion,’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘suc-

cessful establishment or expansion’’ and in-
serting ‘‘successful establishment, expan-
sion, or retention,’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘and 
underemployed’’ after ‘‘unemployed’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In 
awarding grants under subsection (a) and 
subject to the criteria in subsection (b), the 
Secretary may also consider the extent to 
which a project would— 

‘‘(1) lead to economic diversification in the 
area, or a part of the area, in which the 
project is or will be located; 

‘‘(2) address and mitigate impacts from ex-
treme weather events, including develop-
ment of resilient infrastructure, products, 
and processes; 

‘‘(3) benefit highly rural communities 
without adequate tax revenues to invest in 
long-term or costly infrastructure; 

‘‘(4) increase access to high-speed 
broadband; 

‘‘(5) support outdoor recreation to spur 
economic development, with a focus on rural 
communities; 

‘‘(6) promote job creation or retention rel-
ative to the population of the impacted re-
gion with outsized significance; 

‘‘(7) promote travel and tourism; or 
‘‘(8) promote blue economy activities.’’. 

SEC. 5105. GRANTS FOR PLANNING AND GRANTS 
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES. 

Section 203 of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3143) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (e); 

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Adminis-
trative expenses that may be paid with a 
grant under this section include— 

‘‘(1) expenses related to carrying out the 
planning process described in subsection (b); 

‘‘(2) expenses related to project 
predevelopment; 
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‘‘(3) expenses related to updating economic 

development plans to align with other appli-
cable State, regional, or local planning ef-
forts; and 

‘‘(4) expenses related to hiring professional 
staff to assist communities in— 

‘‘(A) project predevelopment and imple-
menting projects and priorities included in— 

‘‘(i) a comprehensive economic develop-
ment strategy; or 

‘‘(ii) an economic development planning 
grant; 

‘‘(B) identifying and using other Federal, 
State, and Tribal economic development pro-
grams; 

‘‘(C) leveraging private and philanthropic 
investment; 

‘‘(D) preparing disaster coordination and 
preparation plans; and 

‘‘(E) carrying out economic development 
and predevelopment activities in accordance 
with professional economic development best 
practices.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (e) (as so redesignated), in 
paragraph (4)— 

(A) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘; 
and’’ and inserting ‘‘(including broadband);’’; 

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as 
subparagraph (G); and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the 
following: 

‘‘(F) address and mitigate impacts of ex-
treme weather; and’’. 
SEC. 5106. COST SHARING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 204 of the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3144) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘50’’ 
and inserting ‘‘60’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘In determining’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In determining’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) REGIONAL COMMISSION FUNDS.—Not-

withstanding any other provision of law, any 
funds contributed by a Regional Commission 
for a project under this title may be consid-
ered to be part of the non-Federal share of 
the costs of the project.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or can 

otherwise document that no local matching 
funds are reasonably obtainable’’ after ‘‘or 
political subdivision’’; 

(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘section 207’’ and inserting 

‘‘section 203 or 207’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘project if’’ and all that 

follows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘project.’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) DISASTER ASSISTANCE.—In the case of a 

grant provided under section 209 for a project 
for economic recovery in response to a major 
disaster or emergency declared under the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.), 
the Secretary may increase the Federal 
share under paragraph (1) up to 100 percent of 
the total cost of the project. 

‘‘(5) SMALL COMMUNITIES.—In the case of a 
grant to a political subdivision of a State (as 
described in section 3(6)(A)(iv)) that has a 
population of fewer than 10,000 residents and 
meets 1 or more of the eligibility criteria de-
scribed in section 301(a), the Secretary may 
increase the Federal share under paragraph 
(1) up to 100 percent of the total cost of the 
project.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 703 
of the Public Works and Economic Develop-
ment Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3233) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (b); and 
(2) by striking the section designation and 

heading and all that follows through ‘‘In ad-
dition’’ in subsection (a) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘SEC. 703. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR DISASTER ECONOMIC RECOV-
ERY ACTIVITIES. 

‘‘In addition’’. 
SEC. 5107. REGULATIONS ON RELATIVE NEEDS 

AND ALLOCATIONS. 
Section 206 of the Public Works and Eco-

nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3146) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking subpara-
graph (B) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(B) the per capita income levels, the labor 
force participation rate, and the extent of 
underemployment in eligible areas; and’’; 
and 

(2) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘‘and re-
tention’’ after ‘‘creation’’. 
SEC. 5108. RESEARCH AND TECHNICAL ASSIST-

ANCE; UNIVERSITY CENTERS. 
Section 207 of the Public Works and Eco-

nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3147) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘, 
project predevelopment,’’ after ‘‘planning’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) UNIVERSITY CENTERS.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In accordance with 

subsection (a)(2)(D), the Secretary may 
make grants to institutions of higher edu-
cation to serve as university centers. 

‘‘(2) GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that the network of university 
centers established under this subsection 
provides services in each State. 

‘‘(3) DUTIES.—To the maximum extent 
practicable, a university center established 
under this subsection shall— 

‘‘(A) collaborate with other university cen-
ters; 

‘‘(B) collaborate with economic develop-
ment districts and other relevant Federal 
economic development technical assistance 
and service providers to provide expertise 
and technical assistance to develop, imple-
ment, and support comprehensive economic 
development strategies and other economic 
development planning at the local, regional, 
and State levels, with a focus on innovation, 
entrepreneurship, workforce development, 
and regional economic development; 

‘‘(C) provide technical assistance, business 
development, and technology transfer serv-
ices to businesses in the area served by the 
university center; 

‘‘(D) establish partnerships with 1 or more 
commercialization intermediaries that are 
public or nonprofit technology transfer orga-
nizations eligible to receive a grant under 
section 602 of the American Innovation and 
Competitiveness Act (42 U.S.C. 1862s–9); 

‘‘(E) promote local and regional capacity 
building; and 

‘‘(F) provide to communities and regions 
assistance relating to data collection and 
analysis and other research relating to eco-
nomic conditions and vulnerabilities that 
can inform economic development and ad-
justment strategies. 

‘‘(4) CONSIDERATION.—In making grants 
under this subsection, the Secretary shall 
consider the significant role of regional pub-
lic universities in supporting economic de-
velopment in distressed communities 
through the planning and the implementa-
tion of economic development projects and 
initiatives.’’. 
SEC. 5109. INVESTMENT PRIORITIES. 

Title II of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act of 1965 is amended by in-
serting after section 207 (42 U.S.C. 3147) the 
following: 
‘‘SEC. 208. INVESTMENT PRIORITIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection 
(b), for a project to be eligible for assistance 
under this title, the project shall be con-
sistent with 1 or more of the following in-
vestment priorities: 

‘‘(1) CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—Economic 
development planning or implementation 
projects that support development of public 
facilities, including basic public infrastruc-
ture, transportation infrastructure, or tele-
communications infrastructure. 

‘‘(2) WORKFORCE.—Economic development 
planning or implementation projects that— 

‘‘(A) support job skills training to meet the 
hiring needs of the area in which the project 
is to be carried out and that result in well- 
paying jobs; or 

‘‘(B) otherwise promote labor force partici-
pation. 

‘‘(3) INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP.— 
Economic development planning or imple-
mentation projects that— 

‘‘(A) support the development of innova-
tion and entrepreneurship-related infrastruc-
ture; 

‘‘(B) promote business development and 
lending; or 

‘‘(C) foster the commercialization of new 
technologies that are creating technology- 
driven businesses and high-skilled, well-pay-
ing jobs of the future. 

‘‘(4) ECONOMIC RECOVERY RESILIENCE.—Eco-
nomic development planning or implementa-
tion projects that enhance the ability of an 
area to withstand and recover from adverse 
short-term or long-term changes in eco-
nomic conditions, including effects from in-
dustry contractions or impacts from natural 
disasters. 

‘‘(5) MANUFACTURING.—Economic develop-
ment planning or implementation projects 
that encourage job creation, business expan-
sion, technology and capital upgrades, and 
productivity growth in manufacturing, in-
cluding efforts that contribute to the com-
petitiveness and growth of domestic sup-
pliers or the domestic production of innova-
tive, high-value products and production 
technologies. 

‘‘(b) CONDITIONS.—If the Secretary plans to 
use an investment priority that is not de-
scribed in subsection (a), the Secretary shall 
submit to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
written notification that explains the basis 
for using that investment priority. 

‘‘(c) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion waives any other requirement of this 
Act.’’. 
SEC. 5110. GRANTS FOR ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT. 

Section 209 of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3149) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, travel and tourism, nat-

ural resource-based, blue economy, or agri-
cultural’’ after ‘‘manufacturing’’; and 

(ii) by striking the period at the end and 
inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) economic dislocation in the steel in-

dustry due to the closure of a steel plant, 
primary steel economy contraction events 
(including temporary layoffs and shifts to 
part-time work), or job losses in the steel in-
dustry or associated with the departure or 
contraction of the steel industry, for help in 
economic restructuring of the commu-
nities.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) 
as subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and 

(3) by inserting after section (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) ASSISTANCE TO COAL COMMUNITIES.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) COAL ECONOMY.—The term ‘coal econ-

omy’ means the complete supply chain of 
coal-reliant industries, including— 
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‘‘(i) coal mining; 
‘‘(ii) coal-fired power plants; 
‘‘(iii) transportation or logistics; and 
‘‘(iv) manufacturing. 
‘‘(B) CONTRACTION EVENT.—The term ‘con-

traction event’ means the closure of a facil-
ity or a reduction in activity relating to a 
coal-reliant industry, including an industry 
described in any of clauses (i) through (iv) of 
subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZATION.—On the application of 
an eligible recipient, the Secretary may 
make grants for projects in areas adversely 
impacted by a contraction event in the coal 
economy. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sub-

section, the Secretary shall determine the 
eligibility of an area based on whether the 
eligible recipient can reasonably dem-
onstrate that the area— 

‘‘(i) has been adversely impacted by a con-
traction event in the coal economy within 
the previous 25 years; or 

‘‘(ii) will be adversely impacted by a con-
traction event in the coal economy. 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION.—No regulation or other 
policy of the Secretary may limit the eligi-
bility of an eligible recipient for a grant 
under this subsection based on the date of a 
contraction event except as provided in sub-
paragraph (A)(i). 

‘‘(C) DEMONSTRATING ADVERSE IMPACT.—For 
the purposes of this paragraph, an eligible 
recipient may demonstrate an adverse im-
pact by demonstrating— 

‘‘(i) a loss in employment; 
‘‘(ii) a reduction in tax revenue; or 
‘‘(iii) any other factor, as determined to be 

appropriate by the Secretary. 

‘‘(e) ASSISTANCE TO NUCLEAR HOST COMMU-
NITIES.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) COMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’ 

means the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
‘‘(B) COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD.—The 

term ‘community advisory board’ means a 
community committee or other advisory or-
ganization that aims to foster communica-
tion and information exchange between a li-
censee planning for and involved in decom-
missioning activities and members of the 
community that decommissioning activities 
may affect. 

‘‘(C) DECOMMISSION.—The term ‘decommis-
sion’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 50.2 of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations). 

‘‘(D) LICENSEE.—The term ‘licensee’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 50.2 of 
title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (or suc-
cessor regulations). 

‘‘(E) NUCLEAR HOST COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘nuclear host community’ means an eligible 
recipient that has been impacted, or reason-
ably demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary that it will be impacted, by a nu-
clear power plant licensed by the Commis-
sion that— 

‘‘(i) is not co-located with an operating nu-
clear power plant; 

‘‘(ii) is at a site with spent nuclear fuel; 
and 

‘‘(iii) as of the date of enactment of the 
Economic Development Reauthorization Act 
of 2024— 

‘‘(I) has ceased operations; or 
‘‘(II) has provided a written notification to 

the Commission that it will cease oper-
ations. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZATION.—On the application of 
an eligible recipient, the Secretary may 
make grants— 

‘‘(A) to assist with economic development 
in nuclear host communities; and 

‘‘(B) to fund community advisory boards in 
nuclear host communities. 

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out this 
subsection, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary shall implement the 
recommendations described in the report 
submitted to Congress under section 108 of 
the Nuclear Energy Innovation and Mod-
ernization Act (Public Law 115–439; 132 Stat. 
5577) entitled ‘Best Practices for Establish-
ment and Operation of Local Community Ad-
visory Boards Associated with Decommis-
sioning Activities at Nuclear Power Plants’. 

‘‘(4) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a methodology to en-
sure, to the maximum extent practicable, ge-
ographic diversity among grant recipients 
under this subsection.’’. 
SEC. 5111. RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM. 

Section 218 of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3154d) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘BRIGHTFIELDS DEMONSTRATION’’ and inserting 
‘‘RENEWABLE ENERGY’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (a) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF RENEWABLE ENERGY 
SITE.—In this section, the term ‘renewable 
energy site’ means a brownfield site that is 
redeveloped through the incorporation of 1 
or more renewable energy technologies, in-
cluding solar, wind, geothermal, ocean, and 
emerging, but proven, renewable energy 
technologies.’’; 

(3) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM’’ and inserting 
‘‘ESTABLISHMENT’’; 

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘brightfield’’ and inserting ‘‘re-
newable energy’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘solar en-
ergy technologies’’ and inserting ‘‘renewable 
energy technologies described in subsection 
(a),’’; and 

(4) by striking subsection (d). 
SEC. 5112. WORKFORCE TRAINING GRANTS. 

Title II of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3141 et 
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 219. WORKFORCE TRAINING GRANTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—On the application of an 
eligible recipient, the Secretary may make 
grants to support the development and ex-
pansion of innovative workforce training 
programs through sectoral partnerships lead-
ing to quality jobs and the acquisition of 
equipment or construction of facilities to 
support workforce development activities. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE USES.—Funds from a grant 
under this section may be used for— 

‘‘(1) acquisition or development of land and 
improvements to house workforce training 
activities; 

‘‘(2) acquisition, design and engineering, 
construction, rehabilitation, alteration, ex-
pansion, or improvement of such a facility, 
including related equipment and machinery; 

‘‘(3) acquisition of machinery or equipment 
to support workforce training activities; 

‘‘(4) planning, technical assistance, and 
training; 

‘‘(5) sector partnerships development, pro-
gram design, and program implementation; 
and 

‘‘(6) in the case of an eligible recipient that 
is a State, subject to subsection (c), a State 
program to award career scholarships to 
train individuals for employment in critical 
industries with high demand and vacancies 
necessary for further economic development 
of the applicable State that— 

‘‘(A) requires significant post-secondary 
training; but 

‘‘(B) does not require a post-secondary de-
gree. 

‘‘(c) CAREER SCHOLARSHIPS STATE GRANT 
PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
award grants to States for the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (b)(6). 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive 
a grant under this subsection, the Chief Ex-
ecutive of a State shall submit to the Sec-
retary an application at such time, in such 
manner, and containing such information as 
the Secretary may require, which shall in-
clude, at a minimum, the following: 

‘‘(A) A method for identifying critical in-
dustry sectors driving in-State economic 
growth that face staffing challenges for in- 
demand jobs and careers. 

‘‘(B) A governance structure for the imple-
mentation of the program established by the 
State, including defined roles for the con-
sortia of agencies of such State, at a min-
imum, to include the State departments of 
economic development, labor, and education, 
or the State departments or agencies with 
jurisdiction over those matters. 

‘‘(C) A strategy for recruiting participants 
from at least 1 community that meets 1 or 
more of the criteria described in section 
301(a). 

‘‘(D) A plan for how the State will develop 
a tracking system for eligible programs, par-
ticipant enrollment, participant outcomes, 
and an application portal for individual par-
ticipants. 

‘‘(3) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall 
award not more than 1 grant under this sub-
section to any State. 

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE USES.—A grant under this 
subsection may be used for— 

‘‘(A) necessary costs to carry out the mat-
ters described in this subsection, including 
tuition and stipends for individuals that re-
ceive a career scholarship grant, subject to 
the requirements described in paragraph (6); 
and 

‘‘(B) program implementation, planning, 
technical assistance, or training. 

‘‘(5) FEDERAL SHARE.—Notwithstanding 
section 204, the Federal share of the cost of 
any award carried out with a grant made 
under this subsection shall not exceed 70 per-
cent. 

‘‘(6) PARTICIPANT AMOUNTS.—A State shall 
ensure that grant funds provided under this 
subsection to each individual that receives a 
career scholarship grant under the program 
established by the applicable State is the 
lesser of the following amounts: 

‘‘(A) In a case in which the individual is 
also eligible for a Federal Pell Grant under 
section 401 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a) for enrollment at the 
applicable training program for any award 
year of the training program, $11,000 minus 
the amount of the awarded Federal Pell 
Grant. 

‘‘(B) For an individual not described in 
paragraph (1), the lesser of— 

‘‘(i) $11,000; and 
‘‘(ii) the total cost of the training program 

in which the individual is enrolled, including 
tuition, fees, career navigation services, 
textbook costs, expenses related to assess-
ments and exams for certification or licen-
sure, equipment costs, and wage stipends (in 
the case of a training program that is an 
earn-and-learn program). 

‘‘(d) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall 
coordinate the development of new work-
force development models with the Sec-
retary of Labor and the Secretary of Edu-
cation.’’. 

SEC. 5113. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENTS. 

Title II of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3141 et 
seq.) (as amended by section 5112) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
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‘‘SEC. 220. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION RE-

QUIREMENTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a project 

described in subsection (b), the Secretary 
shall provide to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
notice, in accordance with subsection (c), of 
the award of a grant for the project not less 
than 3 business days before notifying an eli-
gible recipient of their selection for that 
award. 

‘‘(b) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—A project re-
ferred to in subsection (a) is a project that 
the Secretary has selected to receive a grant 
administered by the Economic Development 
Administration in an amount not less than 
$100,000. 

‘‘(c) REQUIREMENTS.—A notification under 
subsection (a) shall include— 

‘‘(1) the name of the project; 
‘‘(2) the name of the applicant; 
‘‘(3) the region in which the project is to be 

carried out; 
‘‘(4) the State in which the project is to be 

carried out; 
‘‘(5) the amount of the grant awarded; 
‘‘(6) a description of the project; and 
‘‘(7) any additional information, as deter-

mined to be appropriate by the Secretary. 
‘‘(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary 

shall make a notification under subsection 
(a) publicly available not later than 60 days 
after the date on which the Secretary pro-
vides the notice.’’. 
SEC. 5114. SPECIFIC FLEXIBILITIES RELATED TO 

DEPLOYMENT OF HIGH-SPEED 
BROADBAND. 

Title II of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3141 et 
seq.) (as amended by section 5113) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 221. HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND DEPLOY-

MENT INITIATIVE. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BROADBAND PROJECT.—The term 

‘broadband project’ means, for the purposes 
of providing, extending, expanding, or im-
proving high-speed broadband service to fur-
ther the goals of this Act— 

‘‘(A) planning, technical assistance, or 
training; 

‘‘(B) the acquisition or development of 
land; or 

‘‘(C) the acquisition, design and engineer-
ing, construction, rehabilitation, alteration, 
expansion, or improvement of facilities, in-
cluding related machinery, equipment, con-
tractual rights, and intangible property. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘eligi-
ble recipient’ includes— 

‘‘(A) a public-private partnership; and 
‘‘(B) a consortium formed for the purpose 

of providing, extending, expanding, or im-
proving high-speed broadband service be-
tween 1 or more eligible recipients and 1 or 
more for-profit organizations. 

‘‘(3) HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND.—The term 
‘high-speed broadband’ means the provision 
of 2-way data transmission with sufficient 
downstream and upstream speeds to end 
users to permit effective participation in the 
economy and to support economic growth, as 
determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) BROADBAND PROJECTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On the application of an 

eligible recipient, the Secretary may make 
grants under this title for broadband 
projects, which shall be subject to the provi-
sions of this section. 

‘‘(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In reviewing appli-
cations submitted under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary shall take into consideration geo-
graphic diversity of grants provided, includ-
ing consideration of underserved markets, in 
addition to data requested in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(3) DATA REQUESTED.—In reviewing an ap-
plication submitted under paragraph (1), the 

Secretary shall request from the Federal 
Communications Commission, the Adminis-
trator of the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, and the Appalachian 
Regional Commission data on— 

‘‘(A) the level and extent of broadband 
service that exists in the area proposed to be 
served; and 

‘‘(B) the level and extent of broadband 
service that will be deployed in the area pro-
posed to be served pursuant to another Fed-
eral program. 

‘‘(4) INTEREST IN REAL OR PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY.—For any broadband project carried 
out by an eligible recipient that is a public- 
private partnership or consortium, the Sec-
retary shall require that title to any real or 
personal property acquired or improved with 
grant funds, or if the recipient will not ac-
quire title, another possessory interest ac-
ceptable to the Secretary, be vested in a pub-
lic partner or eligible nonprofit organization 
or association for the useful life of the 
project, after which title may be transferred 
to any member of the public-private partner-
ship or consortium in accordance with regu-
lations promulgated by the Secretary. 

‘‘(5) PROCUREMENT.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, no person or entity 
shall be disqualified from competing to pro-
vide goods or services related to a broadband 
project on the basis that the person or entity 
participated in the development of the 
broadband project or in the drafting of speci-
fications, requirements, statements of work, 
or similar documents related to the goods or 
services to be provided. 

‘‘(6) BROADBAND PROJECT PROPERTY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may per-

mit a recipient of a grant for a broadband 
project to grant an option to acquire real or 
personal property (including contractual 
rights and intangible property) related to 
that project to a third party on such terms 
as the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate, subject to the condition that the op-
tion may only be exercised after the Sec-
retary releases the Federal interest in the 
property. 

‘‘(B) TREATMENT.—The grant or exercise of 
an option described in subparagraph (A) shall 
not constitute a redistribution of grant 
funds under section 217. 

‘‘(c) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—In determining 
the amount of the non-Federal share of the 
cost of a broadband project, the Secretary 
may provide credit toward the non-Federal 
share for the present value of allowable con-
tributions over the useful life of the 
broadband project, subject to the condition 
that the Secretary may require such assur-
ances of the value of the rights and of the 
commitment of the rights as the Secretary 
determines to be appropriate.’’. 
SEC. 5115. CRITICAL SUPPLY CHAIN SITE DEVEL-

OPMENT GRANT PROGRAM. 
Title II of the Public Works and Economic 

Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3141 et 
seq.) (as amended by section 5114) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 222. CRITICAL SUPPLY CHAIN SITE DEVEL-

OPMENT GRANT PROGRAM. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—On the application of an 

eligible recipient, the Secretary may make 
grants under the ‘Critical Supply Chain Site 
Development grant program’ (referred to in 
this section as the ‘grant program’) to carry 
out site development or expansion projects 
for the purpose of making the site ready for 
manufacturing projects. 

‘‘(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In providing a grant 
to an eligible recipient under the grant pro-
gram, the Secretary may consider whether— 

‘‘(1) the proposed improvements to the site 
will improve economic conditions for rural 
areas, Tribal communities, or areas that 

meet 1 or more of the criteria described in 
section 301(a); 

‘‘(2) the project is consistent with regional 
economic development plans, which may in-
clude a comprehensive economic develop-
ment strategy; 

‘‘(3) the eligible recipient has initiatives to 
prioritize job training and workforce devel-
opment; and 

‘‘(4) the project supports industries deter-
mined by the Secretary to be of strategic im-
portance to the national or economic secu-
rity of the United States. 

‘‘(c) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants to eligi-
ble recipients under the grant program, the 
Secretary shall give priority to eligible re-
cipients that propose to carry out a project 
that— 

‘‘(1) has State, local, private, or nonprofit 
funds being contributed to assist with site 
development efforts; and 

‘‘(2) if the site development or expansion 
project is carried out, will result in a dem-
onstrated interest in the site by commercial 
entities or other entities. 

‘‘(d) USE OF FUNDS.—A grant provided 
under the grant program may be used for the 
following activities relating to the develop-
ment or expansion of a site: 

‘‘(1) Investments in site utility readiness, 
including— 

‘‘(A) construction of on-site utility infra-
structure; 

‘‘(B) construction of last-mile infrastruc-
ture, including road infrastructure, water in-
frastructure, power infrastructure, 
broadband infrastructure, and other physical 
last-mile infrastructure; 

‘‘(C) site grading; and 
‘‘(D) other activities to extend public utili-

ties or services to a site, as determined ap-
propriate by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) Investments in site readiness, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(A) land assembly; 
‘‘(B) environmental reviews; 
‘‘(C) zoning; 
‘‘(D) design; 
‘‘(E) engineering; and 
‘‘(F) permitting. 
‘‘(3) Investments in workforce development 

and sustainability programs, including job 
training and retraining programs. 

‘‘(4) Investments to ensure that disadvan-
taged communities have access to on-site 
jobs. 

‘‘(e) PROHIBITION.—In awarding grants 
under the grant program, the Secretary shall 
not require an eligible recipient to dem-
onstrate that a private company or invest-
ment has selected the site for development 
or expansion.’’. 

SEC. 5116. UPDATED DISTRESS CRITERIA AND 
GRANT RATES. 

Section 301(a) of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3161(a)) is amended by striking paragraph (3) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(3) UNEMPLOYMENT, UNDEREMPLOYMENT, 
OR ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT PROBLEMS.—The 
area is an area that the Secretary deter-
mines has experienced or is about to experi-
ence a special need arising from actual or 
threatened severe unemployment, under-
employment, or economic adjustment prob-
lems resulting from severe short-term or 
long-term changes in economic conditions. 

‘‘(4) LOW MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME.—The 
area has a median household income of 80 
percent or less of the national average. 

‘‘(5) WORKFORCE PARTICIPATION.—The area 
has— 

‘‘(A) a labor force participation rate of 90 
percent or less of the national average; or 

‘‘(B) a prime-age employment gap of 5 per-
cent or more. 
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‘‘(6) EXPECTED ECONOMIC DISLOCATION AND 

DISTRESS FROM ENERGY INDUSTRY TRANSI-
TIONS.—The area is an area that is expected 
to experience actual or threatened severe un-
employment or economic adjustment prob-
lems resulting from severe short-term or 
long-term changes in economic conditions 
from energy industries that are experiencing 
accelerated contraction.’’. 
SEC. 5117. COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVEL-

OPMENT STRATEGIES. 

Section 302 of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3162) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(3)(A), by inserting ‘‘in-
cluding to mitigate and adapt to extreme 
weather,’’ after ‘‘enhances and protects the 
environment,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) EXCEPTION.—This section shall not 

apply to grants awarded under section 207 or 
grants awarded under section 209(c)(2) that 
are regional in scope.’’. 
SEC. 5118. OFFICE OF TRIBAL ECONOMIC DEVEL-

OPMENT. 

Title V of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3191 et 
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 508. OFFICE OF TRIBAL ECONOMIC DEVEL-

OPMENT. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
within the Economic Development Adminis-
tration an Office of Tribal Economic Devel-
opment (referred to in this section as the ‘Of-
fice’). 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Office 
shall be— 

‘‘(1) to coordinate all Tribal economic de-
velopment activities carried out by the Sec-
retary; 

‘‘(2) to help Tribal communities access eco-
nomic development assistance programs, in-
cluding the assistance provided under this 
Act; 

‘‘(3) to coordinate Tribal economic devel-
opment strategies and efforts with other 
Federal agencies; and 

‘‘(4) to be a participant in any negotiated 
rulemakings or consultations relating to, or 
having an impact on, projects, programs, or 
funding that benefit Tribal communities. 

‘‘(c) TRIBAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of the Economic 
Development Reauthorization Act of 2024, 
the Office shall initiate a Tribal consulta-
tion process to develop, and not less fre-
quently than every 3 years thereafter, up-
date, a strategic plan for Tribal economic de-
velopment for the Economic Development 
Administration. 

‘‘(2) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
the Economic Development Reauthorization 
Act of 2024 and not less frequently than 
every 3 years thereafter, the Office shall sub-
mit to Congress the strategic plan for Tribal 
economic development developed under para-
graph (1). 

‘‘(d) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a publicly facing website to help provide 
a comprehensive, single source of informa-
tion for Indian tribes, Tribal leaders, Tribal 
businesses, and citizens in Tribal commu-
nities to better understand and access pro-
grams that support economic development in 
Tribal communities, including the economic 
development programs administered by Fed-
eral agencies or departments other than the 
Department. 

‘‘(e) DEDICATED STAFF.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that the Office has sufficient 
staff to carry out all outreach activities 
under this section.’’. 

SEC. 5119. OFFICE OF DISASTER RECOVERY AND 
RESILIENCE. 

Title V of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3191 et 
seq.) (as amended by section 5118) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 509. OFFICE OF DISASTER RECOVERY AND 

RESILIENCE. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish an Office of Disaster Recovery and 
Resilience— 

‘‘(1) to direct and implement the post-dis-
aster economic recovery responsibilities of 
the Economic Development Administration 
pursuant to subsections (c)(2) and (e) of sec-
tion 209 and section 703; 

‘‘(2) to direct and implement economic re-
covery and enhanced resilience support func-
tion activities as directed under the National 
Disaster Recovery Framework; and 

‘‘(3) support long-term economic recovery 
in communities in which a major disaster or 
emergency has been declared under the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.), 
or otherwise impacted by an event of na-
tional significance, as determined by the 
Secretary, through— 

‘‘(A) convening and deploying an economic 
development assessment team; 

‘‘(B) hosting or attending convenings re-
lated to identification of additional Federal, 
State, local, and philanthropic entities and 
resources; 

‘‘(C) exploring potential flexibilities re-
lated to existing awards; 

‘‘(D) provision of technical assistance 
through staff or contractual resources; and 

‘‘(E) other activities determined by the 
Secretary to be appropriate. 

‘‘(b) APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION AU-
THORITIES.— 

‘‘(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary is au-
thorized to appoint such temporary per-
sonnel as may be necessary to carry out the 
responsibilities of the Office of Disaster Re-
covery and Resilience, without regard to the 
provisions of subchapter I of chapter 33 of 
title 5, United States Code, governing ap-
pointments in the competitive service and 
compensation of personnel. 

‘‘(2) CONVERSION OF EMPLOYEES.—Notwith-
standing chapter 33 of title 5, United States 
Code, or any other provision of law relating 
to the examination, certification, and ap-
pointment of individuals in the competitive 
service, the Secretary is authorized to con-
vert a temporary employee appointed under 
this subsection to a permanent appointment 
in the competitive service in the Economic 
Development Administration under merit 
promotion procedures if— 

‘‘(A) the employee has served continuously 
for at least 2 years under 1 or more appoint-
ments under this subsection; and 

‘‘(B) the employee’s performance has been 
at an acceptable level of performance 
throughout the period or periods referred to 
in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) COMPENSATION.—An individual con-
verted under this subsection shall become a 
career-conditional employee, unless the em-
ployee has already completed the service re-
quirements for career tenure. 

‘‘(c) DISASTER TEAM.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—As soon as prac-

ticable after the date of enactment of this 
section, the Secretary shall establish a dis-
aster team (referred to in this section as the 
‘disaster team’) for the deployment of indi-
viduals to carry out responsibilities of the 
Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience 
after a major disaster or emergency has been 
declared under the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) and the Department 
has been activated by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. 

‘‘(2) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(A) DESIGNATION OF STAFF.—As soon as 

practicable after the date of enactment of 
this section, the Secretary shall designate to 
serve on the disaster team— 

‘‘(i) employees of the Office of Disaster Re-
covery and Resilience; 

‘‘(ii) employees of the Department who are 
not employees of the Economic Development 
Administration; and 

‘‘(iii) in consultation with the heads of 
other Federal agencies, employees of those 
agencies, as appropriate. 

‘‘(B) CAPABILITIES.—In designating individ-
uals under subparagraph (A), the Secretary 
shall ensure that the disaster team includes 
a sufficient quantity of— 

‘‘(i) individuals who are capable of deploy-
ing rapidly and efficiently to respond to 
major disasters and emergencies; and 

‘‘(ii) highly trained full-time employees 
who will lead and manage the disaster team. 

‘‘(3) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that appropriate and ongoing training is pro-
vided to members of the disaster team to en-
sure that the members are adequately 
trained regarding the programs and policies 
of the Economic Development Administra-
tion relating to post-disaster economic re-
covery efforts. 

‘‘(4) EXPENSES.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) use, with or without reimbursement, 
any service, equipment, personnel, or facil-
ity of any Federal agency with the explicit 
support of that agency, to the extent such 
use does not impair or conflict with the au-
thority of the President or the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency under the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) to direct Federal 
agencies in any major disaster or emergency 
declared under that Act; and 

‘‘(B) provide members of the disaster team 
with travel expenses, including per diem in 
lieu of subsistence, at rates authorized for an 
employee of an agency under subchapter I of 
chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code, 
while away from the home or regular place 
of business of the member in the perform-
ance of services for, or relating to, the dis-
aster team.’’. 
SEC. 5120. ESTABLISHMENT OF TECHNICAL AS-

SISTANCE LIAISONS. 
Title V of the Public Works and Economic 

Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3191 et 
seq.) (as amended by section 5119) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 510. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE LIAISONS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A Regional Director of a 
regional office of the Economic Development 
Administration may designate a staff mem-
ber to act as a ‘Technical Assistance Liaison’ 
for any State served by the regional office. 

‘‘(b) ROLE.—A Technical Assistance Liai-
son shall— 

‘‘(1) work in coordination with an Eco-
nomic Development Representative to pro-
vide technical assistance, in addition to 
technical assistance under section 207, to eli-
gible recipients that are underresourced 
communities, as determined by the Tech-
nical Assistance Liaison, that submit appli-
cations for assistance under title II; and 

‘‘(2) at the request of an eligible recipient 
that submitted an application for assistance 
under title II, provide technical feedback on 
unsuccessful grant applications. 

‘‘(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary may enter into a contract or coopera-
tive agreement with an eligible recipient for 
the purpose of providing technical assistance 
to eligible recipients that are 
underresourced communities that have sub-
mitted or may submit an application for as-
sistance under this Act.’’. 
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SEC. 5121. ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

Section 603(b) of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3213(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting 

‘‘areas’’ after ‘‘rural’’; and 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4)(A) include a list of all of the grants 

provided by the Economic Development Ad-
ministration for projects located in, or that 
primarily benefit, rural areas; 

‘‘(B) an explanation of the process used to 
determine how each project referred to in 
subparagraph (A) would benefit a rural area; 
and 

‘‘(C) a certification that each project re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) is located in a rural area; or 
‘‘(ii) will primarily benefit a rural area.’’. 

SEC. 5122. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REP-
RESENTATIVES. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Economic Development 
Administration should continue to promote 
access to economic development assistance 
programs of that agency through the use of 
Economic Development Representatives in 
underresourced communities, particularly 
coal communities. 

(b) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTA-
TIVES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with para-
graph (2), the Secretary of Commerce shall 
maintain, or restore, as necessary, State- 
level Economic Development Representative 
positions occupied as of October 1, 2023. 

(2) CONTINUATION.—For each State in which 
there is an Economic Development Rep-
resentative position as of October 1, 2023, the 
Secretary of Commerce shall ensure that— 

(A) that State continues to have that cov-
erage from an Economic Development Rep-
resentative who is located within that State; 
and 

(B) the Economic Development Represent-
ative position located within that State is 
dedicated solely to addressing the economic 
needs of that State. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall submit to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report that de-
scribes the implementation of this section by 
the Economic Development Administration. 
SEC. 5123. MODERNIZATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

REVIEWS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Commerce (referred to in this 
section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall submit to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report on the ef-
forts of the Secretary to facilitate efficient, 
timely, and predictable environmental re-
views of projects funded by the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 
U.S.C. 3121 et seq.), including through ex-
panded use of categorical exclusions, envi-
ronmental assessments, or programmatic en-
vironmental impact statements. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In completing the re-
port under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) describe the actions the Secretary will 
take to implement the amendments to the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) made by section 321 of 

the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (Public 
Law 118–5; 137 Stat. 38); 

(2) describe the existing categorical exclu-
sions most frequently used by the Secretary 
to streamline the environmental review of 
projects funded by the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3121 et seq.); and 

(3) consider— 
(A) the adoption of additional categorical 

exclusions, including those used by other 
Federal agencies, that would facilitate the 
environmental review of projects funded by 
the Public Works and Economic Develop-
ment Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3121 et seq.); 

(B) the adoption of new programmatic en-
vironmental impact statements that would 
facilitate the environmental review of 
projects funded by the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3121 et seq.); and 

(C) agreements with other Federal agen-
cies that would facilitate a more efficient 
process for the environmental review of 
projects funded by the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3121 et seq.). 

(c) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 2 years 
after the submission of the report under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall promulgate a 
final rule implementing, to the maximum 
extent practicable, measures considered by 
the Secretary under subsection (b) that are 
necessary to streamline the environmental 
review of projects funded by the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3121 et seq.). 
SEC. 5124. GAO REPORT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOP-

MENT PROGRAMS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—The term 

‘‘Comptroller General’’ means the Comp-
troller General of the United States. 

(2) REGIONAL COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Re-
gional Commission’’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 3 of the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 
U.S.C. 3122). 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2026, the Comptroller General shall submit to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report that eval-
uates economic development programs ad-
ministered by the Economic Development 
Administration and the Regional Commis-
sions. 

(c) CONTENTS.—In carrying out the report 
under subsection (b), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall— 

(1) evaluate the impact of programs de-
scribed in that subsection on economic out-
comes, including job creation and retention, 
the rate of unemployment and underemploy-
ment, labor force participation, and private 
investment leveraged; 

(2) describe efforts by the Economic Devel-
opment Administration and the Regional 
Commissions to document the impact of pro-
grams described in that subsection on eco-
nomic outcomes described in paragraph (1); 

(3) describe efforts by the Economic Devel-
opment Administration and the Regional 
Commissions to carry out coordination ac-
tivities described in section 103 of the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3133); 

(4) consider other factors, as determined to 
be appropriate by the Comptroller General of 
the United States, to assess the effectiveness 
of programs described in subsection (b); and 

(5) make legislative recommendations for 
improvements to programs described in sub-
section (b) as applicable. 
SEC. 5125. GAO REPORT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOP-

MENT ADMINISTRATION REGULA-
TIONS AND POLICIES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—The term 
‘‘Comptroller General’’ means the Comp-
troller General of the United States. 

(2) SMALL COMMUNITY.—The term ‘‘small 
community’’ means a community of less 
than 10,000 year-round residents. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of 
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report that evaluates eco-
nomic development regulations and policies 
administered by the Economic Development 
Administration that have hindered the abil-
ity of communities to apply for and admin-
ister Economic Development Administration 
grants. 

(c) CONTENTS.—In carrying out the report 
under subsection (b), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall— 

(1) review regulations and grant applica-
tion processes promulgated by the Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Economic Devel-
opment; 

(2) evaluate the technical capacity of eligi-
ble recipients (as defined in section 3 of the 
Public Works and Economic Development 
Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3122)) to apply for Eco-
nomic Development Administration grants; 

(3) provide recommendations for improving 
the administration and timely disbursement 
of grants awarded by the Economic Develop-
ment Administration, including for improv-
ing the communication with grantees re-
garding timelines for disbursement of funds; 

(4) identify barriers to small communities 
applying for Economic Development Admin-
istration grants, in consultation with— 

(A) State economic development represent-
atives; 

(B) secretaries of State departments of 
economic development; 

(C) representatives for small communities 
that have received Economic Development 
Administration grants; and 

(D) representatives for small communities 
that have never applied for Economic Devel-
opment Administration grants; and 

(5) provide recommendations for simpli-
fying and easing the ability for grant appli-
cants to navigate the Economic Develop-
ment Administration grant application proc-
ess, including through a review of regula-
tions, including environmental regulations, 
not in the jurisdiction of the Economic De-
velopment Administration to identify pos-
sible grant application process improve-
ments. 

SEC. 5126. GAO STUDY ON RURAL COMMUNITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Comp-
troller General’’) shall conduct a study to 
evaluate the impacts of funding provided by 
the Economic Development Administration 
to distressed communities (as described in 
section 301(a) of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3161(a))) located in rural areas. 

(b) CONTENTS.—In carrying out the study 
under subsection (a), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall— 

(1) identify not less than 5 geographically 
diverse distressed communities in rural 
areas; and 

(2) for each distressed community identi-
fied under paragraph (1), examine the im-
pacts of funding provided by the Economic 
Development Administration on— 

(A) the local jobs and unemployment of the 
community; and 

(B) the availability of affordable housing 
in the community. 
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(c) REPORT.—On completion of the study 

under subsection (a), the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submit to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
report on the findings of the study and any 
recommendations that result from the study. 
SEC. 5127. GENERAL AUTHORIZATION OF APPRO-

PRIATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 701 of the Public 

Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3231) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (k); and 

(2) by striking subsection (a) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) GRANTS FOR PUBLIC WORKS AND ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to carry out section 201, 
to remain available until expended— 

‘‘(1) $170,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; 
‘‘(2) $195,000,000 for fiscal year 2026; 
‘‘(3) $220,000,000 for fiscal year 2027; 
‘‘(4) $245,000,000 for fiscal year 2028; and 
‘‘(5) $270,000,000 for fiscal year 2029. 
‘‘(b) GRANTS FOR PLANNING AND GRANTS 

FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
section 203, to remain available until ex-
pended— 

‘‘(1) $90,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; 
‘‘(2) $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2026; 
‘‘(3) $110,000,000 for fiscal year 2027; 
‘‘(4) $120,000,000 for fiscal year 2028; and 
‘‘(5) $130,000,000 for fiscal year 2029. 
‘‘(c) GRANTS FOR TRAINING, RESEARCH, AND 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—There are author-
ized to be appropriated to carry out section 
207, to remain available until expended— 

‘‘(1) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; 
‘‘(2) $30,000,000 for fiscal year 2026; 
‘‘(3) $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2027; 
‘‘(4) $40,000,000 for fiscal year 2028; and 
‘‘(5) $45,000,000 for fiscal year 2029. 
‘‘(d) GRANTS FOR ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT.— 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out section 209 (other than subsections 
(d) and (e)), to remain available until ex-
pended— 

‘‘(1) $65,000,000 for fiscal year 2025; 
‘‘(2) $75,000,000 for fiscal year 2026; 
‘‘(3) $85,000,000 for fiscal year 2027; 
‘‘(4) $95,000,000 for fiscal year 2028; and 
‘‘(5) $105,000,000 for fiscal year 2029. 
‘‘(e) ASSISTANCE TO COAL COMMUNITIES.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out section 209(d) $75,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2025 through 2029, to remain 
available until expended. 

‘‘(f) ASSISTANCE TO NUCLEAR HOST COMMU-
NITIES.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out section 209(e), to remain 
available until expended— 

‘‘(1) to carry out paragraph (2)(A), 
$35,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2029; and 

‘‘(2) to carry out paragraph (2)(B), $5,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2025 through 2027. 

‘‘(g) RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM.—There 
is authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
section 218 $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2025 through 2029, to remain available until 
expended. 

‘‘(h) WORKFORCE TRAINING GRANTS.—There 
is authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
section 219 $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2025 through 2029, to remain available until 
expended, of which $10,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2029 shall be used to 
carry out subsection (c) of that section. 

‘‘(i) CRITICAL SUPPLY CHAIN SITE DEVELOP-
MENT GRANT PROGRAM.—There is authorized 
to be appropriated to carry out section 222 
$20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2029, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

‘‘(j) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE LIAISONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 

carry out section 510 $5,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2029, to remain avail-
able until expended.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Title VII of 
the Public Works and Economic Develop-
ment Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3231 et seq.) is 
amended by striking section 704. 
SEC. 5128. TECHNICAL CORRECTION. 

Section 1 of the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3121 note; Public Law 89–136) is amended by 
striking subsection (b) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of 
contents for this Act is as follows: 
‘‘Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
‘‘Sec. 2. Findings and declarations. 
‘‘Sec. 3. Definitions. 
‘‘TITLE I—ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

PARTNERSHIPS COOPERATION AND CO-
ORDINATION 

‘‘Sec. 101. Establishment of economic devel-
opment partnerships. 

‘‘Sec. 102. Cooperation of Federal agencies. 
‘‘Sec. 103. Coordination. 
‘‘TITLE II—GRANTS FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
‘‘Sec. 201. Grants for public works and eco-

nomic development. 
‘‘Sec. 202. Base closings and realignments. 
‘‘Sec. 203. Grants for planning and grants for 

administrative expenses. 
‘‘Sec. 204. Cost sharing. 
‘‘Sec. 205. Supplementary grants. 
‘‘Sec. 206. Regulations on relative needs and 

allocations. 
‘‘Sec. 207. Research and technical assist-

ance; university centers. 
‘‘Sec. 208. Investment priorities. 
‘‘Sec. 209. Grants for economic adjustment. 
‘‘Sec. 210. Changed project circumstances. 
‘‘Sec. 211. Use of funds in projects con-

structed under projected cost. 
‘‘Sec. 212. Reports by recipients. 
‘‘Sec. 213. Prohibition on use of funds for at-

torney’s and consultant’s fees. 
‘‘Sec. 214. Special impact areas. 
‘‘Sec. 215. Performance awards. 
‘‘Sec. 216. Planning performance awards. 
‘‘Sec. 217. Direct expenditure or redistribu-

tion by recipient. 
‘‘Sec. 218. Renewable energy program. 
‘‘Sec. 219. Workforce training grants. 
‘‘Sec. 220. Congressional notification re-

quirements. 
‘‘Sec. 221. High-Speed Broadband Deploy-

ment Initiative. 
‘‘Sec. 222. Critical supply chain site develop-

ment grant program. 
‘‘TITLE III—ELIGIBILITY; COMPREHEN-

SIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIES 

‘‘Sec. 301. Eligibility of areas. 
‘‘Sec. 302. Comprehensive economic develop-

ment strategies. 
‘‘TITLE IV—ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

DISTRICTS 
‘‘Sec. 401. Designation of economic develop-

ment districts. 
‘‘Sec. 402. Termination or modification of 

economic development dis-
tricts. 

‘‘Sec. 404. Provision of comprehensive eco-
nomic development strategies 
to Regional Commissions. 

‘‘Sec. 405. Assistance to parts of economic 
development districts not in el-
igible areas. 

‘‘TITLE V—ADMINISTRATION 
‘‘Sec. 501. Assistant Secretary for Economic 

Development. 
‘‘Sec. 502. Economic development informa-

tion clearinghouse. 
‘‘Sec. 503. Consultation with other persons 

and agencies. 

‘‘Sec. 504. Administration, operation, and 
maintenance. 

‘‘Sec. 506. Performance evaluations of grant 
recipients. 

‘‘Sec. 507. Notification of reorganization. 
‘‘Sec. 508. Office of Tribal Economic Devel-

opment. 
‘‘Sec. 509. Office of Disaster Recovery and 

Resilience. 
‘‘Sec. 510. Technical Assistance Liaisons. 

‘‘TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS 
‘‘Sec. 601. Powers of Secretary. 
‘‘Sec. 602. Maintenance of standards. 
‘‘Sec. 603. Annual report to Congress. 
‘‘Sec. 604. Delegation of functions and trans-

fer of funds among Federal 
agencies. 

‘‘Sec. 605. Penalties. 
‘‘Sec. 606. Employment of expediters and ad-

ministrative employees. 
‘‘Sec. 607. Maintenance and public inspec-

tion of list of approved applica-
tions for financial assistance. 

‘‘Sec. 608. Records and audits. 
‘‘Sec. 609. Relationship to assistance under 

other law. 
‘‘Sec. 610. Acceptance of certifications by 

applicants. 
‘‘Sec. 611. Brownfields redevelopment re-

ports. 
‘‘Sec. 612. Savings clause. 

‘‘TITLE VII—FUNDING 
‘‘Sec. 701. General authorization of appro-

priations. 
‘‘Sec. 702. Authorization of appropriations 

for defense conversation activi-
ties. 

‘‘Sec. 703. Authorization of appropriations 
for disaster economic recovery 
activities.’’. 

TITLE LII—REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

SEC. 5201. REGIONAL COMMISSION AUTHORIZA-
TIONS. 

Section 15751 of title 40, United States 
Code, is amended by striking subsection (a) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated to each Commission to carry 
out this subtitle $40,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2025 through 2029.’’. 
SEC. 5202. REGIONAL COMMISSION MODIFICA-

TIONS. 
(a) MEMBERSHIP OF COMMISSIONS.—Section 

15301 of title 40, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(C)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘An alternate member’’ 

and inserting the following: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An alternate member’’; 

and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) STATE ALTERNATES.—If the alternate 

State member is unable to vote in accord-
ance with clause (i), the alternate State 
member may delegate voting authority to a 
designee, subject to the condition that the 
executive director shall be notified, in writ-
ing, of the designation not less than 1 week 
before the applicable vote is to take place.’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘a Federal 
employee’’ and inserting ‘‘an employee’’. 

(b) DECISIONS OF COMMISSIONS.—Section 
15302 of title 40, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘or alter-
nate State members, including designees’’ 
after ‘‘State members’’; and 

(2) by striking subsection (c) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(c) QUORUMS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

a Commission shall determine what con-
stitutes a quorum for meetings of the Com-
mission. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5423 July 24, 2024 
‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Any quorum for 

meetings of a Commission shall include— 
‘‘(A) the Federal Cochairperson or the al-

ternate Federal Cochairperson; and 
‘‘(B) a majority of State members or alter-

nate State members, including designees (ex-
clusive of members representing States de-
linquent under section 15304(c)(3)(C)).’’. 

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS AND EXPENSES 
OF COMMISSIONS.—Section 15304(a) of title 40, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘, which 
may be done without a requirement for the 
Commission to reimburse the agency or local 
government’’ after ‘‘status’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (8) and (9) 
as paragraphs (9) and (10), respectively; 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (7) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(8) collect fees for services provided and 
retain and expend such fees;’’; 

(4) in paragraph (9) (as so redesignated), by 
inserting ‘‘leases (including the lease of of-
fice space for any term),’’ after ‘‘cooperative 
agreements,’’; and 

(5) in paragraph (10) (as so redesignated), 
by striking ‘‘maintain a government rela-
tions office in the District of Columbia and’’. 

(d) MEETINGS OF COMMISSIONS.—Section 
15305(b) of title 40, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘with the Federal Co-
chairperson’’ and all that follows through 
the period at the end and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘with— 

‘‘(1) the Federal Cochairperson; and 
‘‘(2) at least a majority of the State mem-

bers or alternate State members (including 
designees) present in-person or via electronic 
means.’’. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Section 15308(a) of 
title 40, United States Code, is amended by 
striking ‘‘90’’ and inserting ‘‘180’’. 
SEC. 5203. TRANSFER OF FUNDS AMONG FED-

ERAL AGENCIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 153 of subtitle V 

of title 40, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by redesignating section 15308 as section 

15309; and 
(2) by inserting after section 15307 the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘§ 15308. Transfer of funds among Federal 

agencies 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection 

(c), for purposes of this subtitle, each Com-
mission may transfer funds to and accept 
transfers of funds from other Federal agen-
cies. 

‘‘(b) TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO OTHER FED-
ERAL AGENCIES.—Funds made available to a 
Commission may be transferred to other 
Federal agencies if the funds are used con-
sistently with the purposes for which the 
funds were specifically authorized and appro-
priated. 

‘‘(c) TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM OTHER FED-
ERAL AGENCIES.—Funds may be transferred 
to any Commission under this section if— 

‘‘(1) the statutory authority for the funds 
provided by the Federal agency does not ex-
pressly prohibit use of funds for authorities 
being carried out by a Commission; and 

‘‘(2) the Federal agency that provides the 
funds determines that the activities for 
which the funds are to be used are otherwise 
eligible for funding under such a statutory 
authority.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 153 of subtitle V of title 40, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
the item relating to section 15308 and insert-
ing the following: 
‘‘15308. Transfer of funds among Federal 

agencies. 
‘‘15309. Annual reports.’’. 
SEC. 5204. ECONOMIC AND INFRASTRUCTURE DE-

VELOPMENT GRANTS. 
Section 15501 of title 40, United States 

Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (4) 

through (9) as paragraphs (6) through (11), re-
spectively; and 

(B) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) in coordination with relevant Federal 
agencies, to design, build, implement, or up-
date infrastructure to support resilience to 
extreme weather events; 

‘‘(5) to promote the production of housing 
to meet economic development and work-
force needs;’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘(7)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(9)’’. 
SEC. 5205. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 155 of subtitle V 
of title 40, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 15507. Payment of non-Federal share for 

certain Federal grant programs 
‘‘Amounts made available to carry out this 

subtitle shall be available for the payment of 
the non-Federal share for any project carried 
out under another Federal grant program— 

‘‘(1) for which a Commission is not the sole 
or primary funding source; and 

‘‘(2) that is consistent with the authorities 
of the applicable Commission.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 155 of subtitle V of title 40, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘15507. Payment of non-Federal share for 

certain Federal grant pro-
grams.’’. 

SEC. 5206. NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL COM-
MISSION AREA. 

Section 15733 of title 40, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘Lin-
coln,’’ after ‘‘Knox,’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting 
‘‘Merrimack,’’ after ‘‘Grafton,’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Wyo-
ming,’’ after ‘‘Wayne,’’. 
SEC. 5207. SOUTHWEST BORDER REGIONAL COM-

MISSION AREA. 
Section 15732 of title 40, United States 

Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘Bernalillo,’’ before 

‘‘Catron,’’; 
(B) by inserting ‘‘Cibola, Curry, De Baca,’’ 

after ‘‘Chaves,’’; 
(C) by inserting ‘‘Guadalupe,’’ after 

‘‘Grant,’’; 
(D) by inserting ‘‘Lea,’’ after ‘‘Hidalgo,’’; 
(E) by inserting ‘‘Roosevelt,’’ after 

‘‘Otero,’’; and 
(F) by striking ‘‘and Socorro’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘Socorro, Torrance, and Valencia’’; and 
(2) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘Guadalupe,’’ after 

‘‘Glasscock,’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘Tom Green Upton,’’ and 

inserting ‘‘Tom Green, Upton,’’. 
SEC. 5208. GREAT LAKES AUTHORITY AREA. 

Section 15734 of title 40, United States 
Code, is amended, in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘the counties 
which contain, in part or in whole, the’’ after 
‘‘consist of’’. 
SEC. 5209. ADDITIONAL REGIONAL COMMISSION 

PROGRAMS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle V of title 40, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 159—ADDITIONAL REGIONAL 
COMMISSION PROGRAMS 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘15901. State capacity building grant pro-

gram. 
‘‘15902. Demonstration health projects. 
‘‘§ 15901. State capacity building grant pro-

gram 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

‘‘(1) COMMISSION STATE.—The term ‘Com-
mission State’ means a State that contains 1 
or more eligible counties. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE COUNTY.—The term ‘eligible 
county’ means a county described in sub-
chapter II of chapter 157. 

‘‘(3) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means 
a State capacity building grant program es-
tablished by a Commission under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Each Commission 
shall establish a State capacity building 
grant program to provide grants to Commis-
sion States in the area served by the Com-
mission for the purposes described in sub-
section (c). 

‘‘(c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of a program 
are to support the efforts of the Commis-
sion— 

‘‘(1) to better support business retention 
and expansion in eligible counties; 

‘‘(2) to create programs to encourage job 
creation and workforce development in eligi-
ble counties, including projects and activi-
ties, in coordination with other relevant 
Federal agencies, to strengthen the water 
sector workforce and facilitate the sharing 
of best practices; 

‘‘(3) to partner with universities in dis-
tressed counties (as designated under section 
15702(a)(1))— 

‘‘(A) to strengthen the capacity to train 
new professionals in fields for which there is 
a shortage of workers; 

‘‘(B) to increase local capacity for project 
management, project execution, and finan-
cial management; and 

‘‘(C) to leverage funding sources; 
‘‘(4) to prepare economic and infrastruc-

ture plans for eligible counties; 
‘‘(5) to expand access to high-speed 

broadband in eligible counties; 
‘‘(6) to provide technical assistance that 

results in Commission investments in trans-
portation, water, wastewater, and other crit-
ical infrastructure; 

‘‘(7) to promote workforce development to 
support resilient infrastructure projects; 

‘‘(8) to develop initiatives to increase the 
effectiveness of local development districts 
in eligible counties; 

‘‘(9) to implement new or innovative eco-
nomic development practices that will better 
position eligible counties to compete in the 
global economy; and 

‘‘(10) to identify and address important re-
gional impediments to prosperity and to le-
verage unique regional advantages to create 
economic opportunities for the region served 
by the Commission. 

‘‘(d) USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Funds from a grant 

under a program may be used to support a 
project, program, or related expense of the 
Commission State in an eligible county. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—Funds from a grant 
under a program shall not be used for— 

‘‘(A) the purchase of furniture, fixtures, or 
equipment; 

‘‘(B) the compensation of— 
‘‘(i) any State member of the Commission 

(as described in section 15301(b)(1)(B)); or 
‘‘(ii) any State alternate member of the 

Commission (as described in section 
15301(b)(2)(B)); or 

‘‘(C) the cost of supplanting existing State 
programs. 

‘‘(e) ANNUAL WORK PLAN.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year, be-

fore providing a grant under a program, each 
Commission State shall provide to the Com-
mission an annual work plan that includes 
the proposed use of the grant. 

‘‘(2) APPROVAL.—No grant under a program 
shall be provided to a Commission State un-
less the Commission has approved the annual 
work plan of the State. 

‘‘(f) AMOUNT OF GRANT.— 
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‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of a grant 

provided to a Commission State under a pro-
gram for a fiscal year shall be based on the 
proportion that— 

‘‘(A) the amount paid by the Commission 
State (including any amounts paid on behalf 
of the Commission State by a nonprofit orga-
nization) for administrative expenses for the 
applicable fiscal year (as determined under 
section 15304(c)); bears to 

‘‘(B) the amount paid by all Commission 
States served by the Commission (including 
any amounts paid on behalf of a Commission 
State by a nonprofit organization) for ad-
ministrative expenses for that fiscal year (as 
determined under that section). 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under a program for a fiscal 
year, a Commission State (or a nonprofit or-
ganization on behalf of the Commission 
State) shall pay the amount of administra-
tive expenses of the Commission State for 
the applicable fiscal year (as determined 
under section 15304(c)). 

‘‘(3) APPROVAL.—For each fiscal year, a 
grant provided under a program shall be ap-
proved and made available as part of the ap-
proval of the annual budget of the Commis-
sion. 

‘‘(g) GRANT AVAILABILITY.—Funds from a 
grant under a program shall be available 
only during the fiscal year for which the 
grant is provided. 

‘‘(h) REPORT.—Each fiscal year, each Com-
mission State shall submit to the relevant 
Commission and make publicly available a 
report that describes the use of the grant 
funds and the impact of the program in the 
Commission State. 

‘‘(i) CONTINUATION OF PROGRAM AUTHORITY 
FOR NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL COMMIS-
SION.—With respect to the Northern Border 
Regional Commission, the program shall be a 
continuation of the program under section 
6304(c) of the Agriculture Improvement Act 
of 2018 (40 U.S.C. 15501 note; Public Law 115– 
334) (as in effect on the day before the date 
of enactment of this section). 
‘‘§ 15902. Demonstration health projects 

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—To demonstrate the value 
of adequate health facilities and services to 
the economic development of the region, a 
Commission may make grants for the plan-
ning, construction, equipment, and operation 
of demonstration health, nutrition, and child 
care projects (referred to in this section as a 
‘demonstration health project’), including 
hospitals, regional health diagnostic and 
treatment centers, and other facilities and 
services necessary for the purposes of this 
section. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity eligible 
to receive a grant under this section is— 

‘‘(1) an entity described in section 15501(a); 
‘‘(2) an institution of higher education (as 

defined in section 101(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))); 

‘‘(3) a hospital (as defined in section 1861 of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x)); or 

‘‘(4) a critical access hospital (as defined in 
that section). 

‘‘(c) PLANNING GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A Commission may 

make grants for planning expenses necessary 
for the development and operation of dem-
onstration health projects for the region 
served by the Commission. 

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM COMMISSION CONTRIBUTION.— 
The maximum Commission contribution for 
a demonstration health project that receives 
a grant under paragraph (1) shall be made in 
accordance with section 15501(d). 

‘‘(3) SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE.—A grant 
under paragraph (1) may be provided entirely 
from amounts made available to carry out 
this section or in combination with amounts 
provided under other Federal grant pro-
grams. 

‘‘(4) FEDERAL SHARE FOR GRANTS UNDER 
OTHER FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAMS.—Notwith-
standing any provision of law limiting the 
Federal share in other Federal grant pro-
grams, amounts made available to carry out 
this subsection may be used to increase the 
Federal share of another Federal grant up to 
the maximum contribution described in 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(d) CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT 
GRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A grant under this sec-
tion for construction or equipment of a dem-
onstration health project may be used for— 

‘‘(A) costs of construction; 
‘‘(B) the acquisition of privately owned fa-

cilities— 
‘‘(i) not operated for profit; or 
‘‘(ii) previously operated for profit if the 

Commission finds that health services would 
not otherwise be provided in the area served 
by the facility if the acquisition is not made; 
and 

‘‘(C) the acquisition of initial equipment. 
‘‘(2) STANDARDS FOR MAKING GRANTS.—A 

grant under paragraph (1)— 
‘‘(A) shall be approved in accordance with 

section 15503; and 
‘‘(B) shall not be incompatible with the ap-

plicable provisions of title VI of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 291 et seq.), the 
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and 
Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15001 et 
seq.), and other laws authorizing grants for 
the construction of health-related facilities, 
without regard to any provisions in those 
laws relating to appropriation authorization 
ceilings or to allotments among the States. 

‘‘(3) MAXIMUM COMMISSION CONTRIBUTION.— 
The maximum Commission contribution for 
a demonstration health project that receives 
a grant under paragraph (1) shall be made in 
accordance with section 15501(d). 

‘‘(4) SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE.—A grant 
under paragraph (1) may be provided entirely 
from amounts made available to carry out 
this section or in combination with amounts 
provided under other Federal grant pro-
grams. 

‘‘(5) CONTRIBUTION TO INCREASED FEDERAL 
SHARE FOR OTHER FEDERAL GRANTS.—Not-
withstanding any provision of law limiting 
the Federal share in another Federal grant 
program for the construction or equipment 
of a demonstration health project, amounts 
made available to carry out this subsection 
may be used to increase Federal grants for 
component facilities of a demonstration 
health project to a maximum of 90 percent of 
the cost of the facilities. 

‘‘(e) OPERATION GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A grant under this sec-

tion for the operation of a demonstration 
health project may be used for— 

‘‘(A) the costs of operation of the facility; 
and 

‘‘(B) initial operating costs, including the 
costs of attracting, training, and retaining 
qualified personnel. 

‘‘(2) STANDARDS FOR MAKING GRANTS.—A 
grant for the operation of a demonstration 
health project shall not be made unless the 
facility funded by the grant is— 

‘‘(A) publicly owned; 
‘‘(B) owned by a public or private nonprofit 

organization; 
‘‘(C) a private hospital described in section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
and exempt from taxation under section 
501(a) of that Code; or 

‘‘(D) a private hospital that provides a cer-
tain amount of uncompensated care, as de-
termined by the Commission, and applies for 
the grant in partnership with a State, local 
government, or Indian Tribe. 

‘‘(3) MAXIMUM COMMISSION CONTRIBUTION.— 
The maximum Commission contribution for 
a demonstration health project that receives 

a grant under paragraph (1) shall be made in 
accordance with section 15501(d). 

‘‘(4) SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE.—A grant 
under paragraph (1) may be provided entirely 
from amounts made available to carry out 
this section or in combination with amounts 
provided under other Federal grant programs 
for the operation of health-related facilities 
or the provision of health and child develop-
ment services, including parts A and B of 
title IV and title XX of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq., 621 et seq., 1397 et 
seq.). 

‘‘(5) FEDERAL SHARE.—Notwithstanding any 
provision of law limiting the Federal share 
in the other Federal programs described in 
paragraph (4), amounts made available to 
carry out this subsection may be used to in-
crease the Federal share of a grant under 
those programs up to the maximum con-
tribution described in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(f) PRIORITY HEALTH PROGRAMS.—If a 
Commission elects to make grants under this 
section, the Commission shall establish spe-
cific regional health priorities for such 
grants that address— 

‘‘(1) addiction treatment and access to re-
sources helping individuals in recovery; 

‘‘(2) workforce shortages in the healthcare 
industry; or 

‘‘(3) access to services for screening and di-
agnosing chronic health issues.’’. 

(b) REPEAL.—Section 6304(c) of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (40 U.S.C. 
15501 note; Public Law 115–334) is repealed. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
chapters for subtitle V of title 40, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting after 
the item relating to chapter 157 the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘159. Additional Regional Commis-
sion Programs .............................. 15901’’. 

SEC. 5210. TRIBAL AND COLONIA PARTICIPATION 
IN SOUTHWEST BORDER REGION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 155 of subtitle V 
of title 40, United States Code (as amended 
by section 5205(a)), is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘§ 15508. Waiver of matching requirement for 
Indian tribes and colonias in Southwest 
Border Regional Commission programs 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF COLONIA.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term 

‘colonia’ means a community— 
‘‘(A) that is located— 
‘‘(i) in the State of Arizona, California, 

New Mexico, or Texas; 
‘‘(ii) not more than 150 miles from the bor-

der between the United States and Mexico; 
and 

‘‘(iii) outside a standard metropolitan sta-
tistical area that has a population exceeding 
1,000,000; 

‘‘(B) that— 
‘‘(i) lacks a potable water supply; 
‘‘(ii) lacks an adequate sewage system; or 
‘‘(iii) lacks decent, safe, and sanitary hous-

ing; and 
‘‘(C) that has been treated or designated as 

a colonia by a Federal or State program. 
‘‘(b) WAIVER.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, in the case of assistance 
provided to a colonia or an Indian tribe 
under this subtitle by the Southwest Border 
Regional Commission, the Federal share of 
the cost of the project carried out with that 
assistance may be up to 100 percent, as deter-
mined by the selection official, the State Co-
chairperson (or an alternate), and the Fed-
eral Cochairperson (or an alternate).’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 155 of subtitle V of title 40, 
United States Code (as amended by section 
5205(b)), is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 15507 the following: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5425 July 24, 2024 
‘‘15508. Waiver of matching requirement for 

Indian tribes and colonias in 
Southwest Border Regional 
Commission programs.’’. 

SEC. 5211. ESTABLISHMENT OF MID-ATLANTIC 
REGIONAL COMMISSION. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 15301(a) of 
title 40, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(5) The Mid-Atlantic Regional Commis-
sion.’’. 

(b) DESIGNATION OF REGION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 

157 of title 40, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 15735. Mid-Atlantic Regional Commission. 

‘‘The region of the Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Commission shall include the following 
counties: 

‘‘(1) DELAWARE.—Each county in the State 
of Delaware. 

‘‘(2) MARYLAND.—Each county in the State 
of Maryland that is not already served by 
the Appalachian Regional Commission. 

‘‘(3) PENNSYLVANIA.—Each county in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that is not 
already served by the Appalachian Regional 
Commission.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
subchapter II of chapter 157 of title 40, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘15735. Mid-Atlantic Regional Commission.’’. 

(c) APPLICATION.—Section 15702(c) of title 
40, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION.—Paragraph (2) shall not 
apply to a county described in paragraph (2) 
or (3) of section 15735.’’. 
SEC. 5212. ESTABLISHMENT OF SOUTHERN NEW 

ENGLAND REGIONAL COMMISSION. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 15301(a) of 

title 40, United States Code (as amended by 
section 5211(a)), is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(6) The Southern New England Regional 
Commission.’’. 

(b) DESIGNATION OF REGION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 

157 of title 40, United States Code (as amend-
ed by section 5211(b)(1)), is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 15736. Southern New England Regional 

Commission 
‘‘The region of the Southern New England 

Regional Commission shall include the fol-
lowing counties: 

‘‘(1) RHODE ISLAND.—Each county in the 
State of Rhode Island. 

‘‘(2) CONNECTICUT.—The counties of Hart-
ford, Middlesex, New Haven, New London, 
Tolland, and Windham in the State of Con-
necticut. 

‘‘(3) MASSACHUSETTS.—Each county in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
subchapter II of chapter 157 of title 40, 
United States Code (as amended by section 
5211(b)(2)), is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
‘‘15736. Southern New England Regional 

Commission.’’. 
(c) APPLICATION.—Section 15702(c)(3) of 

title 40, United States Code (as amended by 
section 5211(c)), is amended— 

(1) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; or’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘to a county’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘to— 

‘‘(A) a county’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) the Southern New England Regional 

Commission.’’. 

SEC. 5213. DENALI COMMISSION REAUTHORIZA-
TION. 

(a) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 312(a) of the 
Denali Commission Act of 1998 (42 U.S.C. 3121 
note; Public Law 105–277) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2017 through 2021’’ and inserting ‘‘$35,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029’’. 

(b) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.—Section 
305 of the Denali Commission Act of 1998 (42 
U.S.C. 3121 note; Public Law 105–277) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (d), in the first sentence, 
by inserting ‘‘enter into leases (including the 
lease of office space for any term),’’ after 
‘‘award grants,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) USE OF FUNDS TOWARD NON-FEDERAL 

SHARE OF CERTAIN PROJECTS.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law regard-
ing payment of a non-Federal share in con-
nection with a grant-in-aid program, the 
Commission may use amounts made avail-
able to the Commission for the payment of 
such a non-Federal share for programs un-
dertaken to carry out the purposes of the 
Commission.’’. 

(c) SPECIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMIS-
SION.—Section 307 of the Denali Commission 
Act of 1998 (42 U.S.C. 4321 note; Public Law 
105–277) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (a); 
(2) by redesignating subsections (b) 

through (e) as subsections (a) through (d), re-
spectively; and 

(3) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated), by 
inserting ‘‘, including interagency trans-
fers,’’ after ‘‘payments’’. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
309(c)(1) of the Denali Commission Act of 1998 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 note; Public Law 105–277) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘of Transportation’’ 
after ‘‘Secretary’’. 
SEC. 5214. DENALI HOUSING FUND. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible 

entity’’ means— 
(A) a nonprofit organization; 
(B) a limited dividend organization; 
(C) a cooperative organization; 
(D) an Indian Tribe (as defined in section 4 

of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)); and 

(E) a public entity, such as a municipality, 
county, district, authority, or other political 
subdivision of a State. 

(2) FEDERAL COCHAIR.—The term ‘‘Federal 
Cochair’’ means the Federal Cochairperson 
of the Denali Commission. 

(3) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund’’ means the 
Denali Housing Fund established under sub-
section (b)(1). 

(4) LOW-INCOME.—The term ‘‘low-income’’, 
with respect to a household means that the 
household income is less than 150 percent of 
the Federal poverty level for the State of 
Alaska. 

(5) MODERATE-INCOME.—The term ‘‘mod-
erate-income’’, with respect to a household, 
means that the household income is less 
than 250 percent of the Federal poverty level 
for the State of Alaska. 

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(b) DENALI HOUSING FUND.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be estab-

lished in the Treasury of the United States 
the Denali Housing Fund, to be administered 
by the Federal Cochair. 

(2) SOURCE AND USE OF AMOUNTS IN FUND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts allocated to the 

Federal Cochair for the purpose of carrying 
out this section shall be deposited in the 
Fund. 

(B) USES.—The Federal Cochair shall use 
the Fund as a revolving fund to carry out the 
purposes of this section. 

(C) INVESTMENT.—The Federal Cochair may 
invest amounts in the Fund that are not nec-

essary for operational expenses in bonds or 
other obligations, the principal and interest 
of which are guaranteed by the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

(D) GENERAL EXPENSES.—The Federal Co-
chair may charge the general expenses of 
carrying out this section to the Fund. 

(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Fund $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2029. 

(c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section 
are— 

(1) to encourage and facilitate the con-
struction or rehabilitation of housing to 
meet the needs of low-income households and 
moderate-income households; and 

(2) to provide housing for public employ-
ees. 

(d) LOANS AND GRANTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Cochair may 

provide grants and loans from the Fund to 
eligible entities under such terms and condi-
tions the Federal Cochair may prescribe. 

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of a grant or 
loan under paragraph (1) shall be for plan-
ning and obtaining federally insured mort-
gage financing or other financial assistance 
for housing construction or rehabilitation 
projects for low-income and moderate-in-
come households in rural Alaska villages. 

(e) PROVIDING AMOUNTS TO STATES FOR 
GRANTS AND LOANS.—The Federal Cochair 
may provide amounts to the State of Alaska, 
or political subdivisions thereof, for making 
the grants and loans described in subsection 
(d). 

(f) LOANS.— 
(1) LIMITATION ON AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—A 

loan under subsection (d) for the cost of 
planning and obtaining financing (including 
the cost of preliminary surveys and analyses 
of market needs, preliminary site engineer-
ing and architectural fees, site options, ap-
plication and mortgage commitment fees, 
legal fees, and construction loan fees and dis-
counts) of a project described in that sub-
section may be for not more than 90 percent 
of that cost. 

(2) INTEREST.—A loan under subsection (d) 
shall be made without interest, except that a 
loan made to an eligible entity established 
for profit shall bear interest at the pre-
vailing market rate authorized for an in-
sured or guaranteed loan for that type of 
project. 

(3) PAYMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Cochair shall 

require payment of a loan made under this 
section under terms and conditions the Sec-
retary may require by not later than the 
date of completion of the project. 

(B) CANCELLATION.—For a loan other than 
a loan to an eligible entity established for 
profit, the Secretary may cancel any part of 
the debt with respect to a loan made under 
subsection (d) if the Secretary determines 
that a permanent loan to finance the project 
cannot be obtained in an amount adequate 
for repayment of a loan made under sub-
section (d). 

(g) GRANTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A grant under this section 

for expenses incidental to planning and ob-
taining financing for a project described in 
this section that the Federal Cochair con-
siders unrecoverable from the proceeds of a 
permanent loan made to finance the 
project— 

(A) may not be made to an eligible entity 
established for profit; and 

(B) may not exceed 90 percent of those ex-
penses. 

(2) SITE DEVELOPMENT COSTS AND OFFSITE 
IMPROVEMENTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Cochair may 
make grants and commitments for grants 
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under terms and conditions the Federal Co-
chair may require to eligible entities for rea-
sonable site development costs and necessary 
offsite improvements, such as sewer and 
water line extensions, if the grant or com-
mitment— 

(i) is essential to ensuring that housing is 
constructed on the site in the future; and 

(ii) otherwise meets the requirements for 
assistance under this section. 

(B) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—The amount of a 
grant under this paragraph may not— 

(i) with respect to the construction of 
housing, exceed 40 percent of the cost of the 
construction; and 

(ii) with respect to the rehabilitation of 
housing, exceed 10 percent of the reasonable 
value of the rehabilitation, as determined by 
the Federal Cochair. 

(h) INFORMATION, ADVICE, AND TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE.—The Federal Cochair may pro-
vide, or contract with public or private orga-
nizations to provide, information, advice, 
and technical assistance with respect to the 
construction, rehabilitation, and operation 
by nonprofit organizations of housing for 
low-income or moderate-income households, 
or for public employees, in rural Alaska vil-
lages under this section. 
SEC. 5215. DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY REAU-

THORIZATION. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Section 382M(a) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2009aa– 
12(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘$30,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$40,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2025 through 2029’’. 

(b) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—Section 
382N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act (7 U.S.C. 2009aa–13) is re-
pealed. 

(c) FEES.—Section 382B(e) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 2009aa–1(e)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (9)(C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in paragraph (10), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(11) collect fees for the Delta Doctors pro-

gram of the Authority and retain and expend 
those fees.’’. 

(d) SUCCESSION.—Section 382B(h)(5)(B) of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 2009aa–1(h)(5)(B)) is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv); and 

(3) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(iii) assuming the duties of the Federal 
cochairperson and the alternate Federal co-
chairperson for purposes of continuation of 
normal operations in the event that both po-
sitions are vacant; and’’. 

(e) INDIAN TRIBES.—Section 382C(a) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act (7 U.S.C. 2009aa–2(a)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by inserting ‘‘, Indian Tribes,’’ after 
‘‘States’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘, Trib-
al,’’ after ‘‘State’’. 
SEC. 5216. NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGIONAL 

AUTHORITY REAUTHORIZATION. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Section 383N(a) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2009bb– 
12(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘$30,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2008 through 2018’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$40,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2025 through 2029’’. 

(b) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—Section 
383O of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-

velopment Act (7 U.S.C. 2009bb–13) is re-
pealed. 

SA 3104. Mr. PETERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1549. CLASSIFICATION REFORM FOR TRANS-

PARENCY ACT OF 2024. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Classification Reform for 
Transparency Act of 2024’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘classifica-

tion’’ means the act or process by which in-
formation is determined to be classified in-
formation. 

(2) CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘classification system’’ means the system of 
the Federal Government for classification 
and declassification. 

(3) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term 
‘‘classified information’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘classified information of the 
United States’’ in section 1924(c) of title 18, 
United States Code. 

(4) DECLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘declas-
sification’’ means the authorized change in 
the status of information from classified in-
formation to unclassified information. 

(5) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Execu-
tive agency’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 105 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(6) INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘information’’ 
means any knowledge that can be commu-
nicated or documentary material, regardless 
of its physical form or characteristics, that 
is owned by, is produced by or for, or is under 
the control of the Federal Government. 

(c) AUTOMATIC EXPIRATION OF CLASSIFICA-
TION STATUS.— 

(1) AUTOMATIC EXPIRATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the classification marking on any informa-
tion that is more than 50 years old shall be 
considered expired, and the information 
shall be considered unclassified. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subparagraph (A) 
shall take effect on the date that is 3 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) AUTHORITY TO EXEMPT.—The President 
may, as the President considers appropriate, 
exempt specific information from the re-
quirement of paragraph (1)(A) pursuant to a 
request received by the President pursuant 
to paragraph (3). 

(3) REQUESTS FOR EXEMPTIONS.—In extraor-
dinary cases, the head of an Executive agen-
cy may request from the President an ex-
emption to the requirement of paragraph 
(1)(A) for specific information that reveals— 

(A) the identity of a human source or 
human intelligence source in a case in which 
the source or a relative of the source is alive 
and disclosure would present a clear danger 
to the safety of the source or relative; 

(B) a key design concept of a weapon of 
mass destruction; or 

(C) information that would result in crit-
ical harm to ongoing or future operations. 

(4) NOTIFICATION.— 
(A) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

OF CONGRESS.—In this paragraph, the term 
‘‘appropriate committee of Congress’’ 
means— 

(i) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Select 

Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 
and 

(ii) the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability and the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(B) IN GENERAL.—If an exemption is re-
quested pursuant to paragraph (3), the Presi-
dent shall, not later than 30 days after the 
date on which the President approves or re-
jects the requested exemption, submit to 
Congress, including the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress, notice of such approval or 
rejection. 

(C) CONTENTS.—Each notice submitted pur-
suant to subparagraph (B) for an approval or 
rejection shall include a justification for the 
approval or rejection. 

(D) FORM.—To the degree practicable, each 
notice submitted pursuant to subparagraph 
(B) shall be submitted in unclassified form. 

(d) REFORMS OF THE CLASSIFICATION SYS-
TEM.— 

(1) DECLASSIFICATION UPON REQUEST OF CON-
GRESS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date on which the head of an Exec-
utive agency receives a request from a chair, 
vice-chair, or ranking member of an appro-
priate committee of Congress for declas-
sification of specific information in the pos-
session of the Executive agency, the head of 
the Executive agency shall— 

(i) review the information for declassifica-
tion; and 

(ii) provide the member of Congress— 
(I) the declassified information or docu-

ment; or 
(II) notice that, pursuant to review under 

clause (i), the information is not being de-
classified, along with a justification for not 
declassifying the information. 

(B) COMPLEX OR LENGTHY REQUESTS.—In a 
case in which the head of an Executive agen-
cy receives a request as described in subpara-
graph (A) and the head determines that such 
request is particularly complex or lengthy, 
such paragraph shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘180 days’’ for ‘‘90 days’’. 

(2) MANDATORY DECLASSIFICATION REVIEW 
FOR MATTERS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST.—The 
President shall require that the mandatory 
declassification review process established 
pursuant to Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 
3161 note; relating to classified national se-
curity information), or successor order, in-
clude— 

(A) a process by which members of the pub-
lic may request declassification of informa-
tion in cases in which— 

(i) the information meets the standards for 
classification; and 

(ii) the public interest in disclosure would 
outweigh the national security harm that 
could reasonably be expected to result from 
disclosure of the information; and 

(B) an expedited process for consideration 
of declassification of information in cases in 
which there is urgency to inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Govern-
ment activity. 

(3) IDENTIFICATION OF HARM TO NATIONAL SE-
CURITY.—At the time of original classifica-
tion, in addition to the identifications and 
markings required by section 1.6 of Execu-
tive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating 
to classified national security information), 
or successor order, the original classification 
authority shall identify in writing the spe-
cific harm to national security that could 
reasonably be expected to result from disclo-
sure. 

(4) CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORITY TO RELEASE 
INFORMATION.—Nothing in this section shall 
be deemed in conflict with, or to otherwise 
impede the authority of, Congress under 
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clause 3 of section 5 of article I of the Con-
stitution of the United States to release in-
formation in its possession, and such infor-
mation so released shall be deemed declas-
sified or otherwise released in full. 

SA 3105. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1439. CODIFICATION OF CERTAIN SANC-

TIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE RUS-
SIAN FEDERATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—United States sanctions 
provided for in the Executive orders specified 
in subsection (b), as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act 
shall remain in effect except as provided in 
subsection (c). 

(b) EXECUTIVE ORDERS SPECIFIED.—Execu-
tive orders specified in this section are— 

(1) Executive Order 13849 (22 U.S.C. 9521 
note; relating to authorizing the implemen-
tation of certain sanctions set forth in the 
Countering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 9401 et seq.)); 

(2) Executive Order 13883 (22 U.S.C. 5605 
note; relating to administration of prolifera-
tion sanctions and amendment of Executive 
Order 12851 (22 U.S.C. 2797 note; relating to 
the administration of proliferation sanc-
tions, Middle East arms control, and related 
congressional reporting responsibilities)); 

(3) Executive Order 14024 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to blocking property with re-
spect to specified harmful foreign activities 
of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion); 

(4) Executive Order 14039 (22 U.S.C. 9526 
note; relating to blocking property with re-
spect to certain Russian energy export pipe-
lines); 

(5) Executive Order 14065 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to blocking property of certain 
persons and prohibiting certain transactions 
with respect to continued Russian efforts to 
undermine the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine); 

(6) Executive Order 14066 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to prohibiting certain imports 
and new investments with respect to contin-
ued Russian Federation efforts to undermine 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine); 

(7) Executive Order 14068 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to prohibiting certain imports, 
exports, and new investment with respect to 
continued Russian Federation aggression); 

(8) Executive Order 14071 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to prohibiting new investment 
in and certain services to the Russian Fed-
eration in response to continued Russian 
Federation aggression); and 

(9) Executive Order 14114 (88 Fed. Reg. 
89271; relating to taking additional steps 
with respect to the Russian Federation’s 
harmful activities). 

(c) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under subsection (a) with respect to a 
person if the President certifies to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives, and the Committee on Financial 
Services of the House of Representatives 
that— 

(1) such person— 
(A) is not engaging in the activity that was 

the basis for such sanctions; or 
(B) has taken significant, verifiable steps 

toward stopping the activity that was the 
basis for such sanctions; and 

(2) the President has received reliable as-
surances that such person will not know-
ingly engage in any activity subject to sanc-
tions in the future. 

(d) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY.—The term 

‘‘agricultural commodity’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 102 of the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602). 

(B) GOOD.—The term ‘‘good’’ means any ar-
ticle, natural or manmade substance, mate-
rial, supply, or manufactured product, in-
cluding inspection and test equipment, and 
excluding technical data. 

(C) MEDICAL DEVICE.—The term ‘‘medical 
device’’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘de-
vice’’ in section 201 of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321). 

(D) MEDICINE.—The term ‘‘medicine’’ has 
the meaning given the term ‘‘drug’’ in sec-
tion 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 321). 

(2) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.—A requirement to block and prohibit 
all transactions in all property and interests 
in property referred to in subsection (b) shall 
not include the authority or a requirement 
to impose sanctions on the importation of 
goods. 

(3) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH THE UNITED 
NATIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions speci-
fied in subsection (b) shall not apply with re-
spect to the admission of an alien to the 
United States if admitting or paroling the 
alien into the United States is necessary— 

(A) to permit the United States to comply 
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United 
Nations and the United States, or other ap-
plicable international obligations of the 
United States; or 

(B) to carry out or assist authorized law 
enforcement activity in the United States. 

(4) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTEL-
LIGENCE ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions specified in 
subsection (b) shall not apply to any activity 
subject to the reporting requirements under 
title V of the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any authorized in-
telligence activities of the United States. 

(5) HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Sanctions 
specified in subsection (b) shall not apply 
to— 

(A) the conduct or facilitation of a trans-
action for the provision of agricultural com-
modities, food, medicine, medical devices, 
humanitarian assistance, or for humani-
tarian purposes; or 

(B) transactions that are necessary for, or 
related to, the activities described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

SA 3106. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add 
the following: 

SEC. 1440. SUPPORTING DEMOCRATIC FORCES IN 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION BY AM-
PLIFYING THEIR VOICES AND AD-
VANCING THEIR ANTI-WAR AGENDA. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section and in sec-
tion 1440A: 

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) BELARUSIAN INDIVIDUAL IN EXILE.—The 
term ‘‘Belarusian individual in exile’’ means 
a Belarusian individual who has been unable 
to return to Belarus because of a credible 
threat of persecution. 

(3) CREDIBLE THREAT OF PERSECUTION.—The 
term ‘‘credible threat of persecution’’ means 
a threat that causes an individual to have a 
reasonable fear of persecution as a result of 
the pro-democracy activity of that indi-
vidual. 

(4) PRO-DEMOCRACY.— 
(A) PRO-DEMOCRACY ACTIVIST.—The term 

‘‘pro-democracy activist’’ means an indi-
vidual who advocates for democratic reform. 

(B) PRO-DEMOCRACY ACTIVITY.—The term 
‘‘pro-democracy activity’’ means activity 
taken to promote democracy. 

(5) RUSSIAN INDIVIDUAL IN EXILE.—The term 
‘‘Russian individual in exile’’ means a Rus-
sian individual who has been unable to re-
turn to the Russian Federation since Feb-
ruary 24, 2022, because of a credible threat of 
persecution. 

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of State. 

(b) FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.— 
(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following: 
(A) The United States has sought to sup-

port democracy in the Russian Federation 
and with Russian individuals since 1991, in-
cluding through programming by the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (referred to in this subsection as 
‘‘USAID’’) valued at $3,000,000,000 between 
1992 and 2012 to support democracy, eco-
nomic growth, health, women, and youth in 
the Russian regions. 

(B) In May 1997, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (referred to in this section as 
‘‘NATO’’) and the Russian Federation signed 
the NATO-Russia Founding Act, which es-
tablished a NATO-Russia Permanent Joint 
Council to build trust and communication 
between the two parties. 

(C) Numerous nongovernmental organiza-
tions in the United States, including the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy, the Amer-
ican Councils, and the Institute of Inter-
national Education have worked to support 
Russian individuals and build ties between 
the people of the United States and the Rus-
sian Federation. 

(D) In 2012, the Russian Federation ex-
pelled the USAID, rejecting assistance 
meant to support Russian individuals and 
harming the United States-Russian Federa-
tion bilateral relationship. 

(E) In May 2015, the Russian Federation en-
acted a law that permits Russian authorities 
to extrajudicially shut down foreign and 
international organizations operating in 
Russia by declaring them to be ‘‘undesir-
able’’. Russian authorities have since labeled 
as undesirable numerous nongovernmental 
organizations that have worked to strength-
en the relationship between the United 
States and the Russian Federation, including 
the National Endowment for Democracy, the 
American Councils, and the Institute of 
International Education. 

(F) The Russian Federation launched an il-
legal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine in 
2014 and a brutal, full-scale invasion of 
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Ukraine in 2022, which caused NATO to sus-
pend cooperation with the Russian Federa-
tion. 

(G) Russian opposition leader, pro-democ-
racy activist, and anti-corruption cam-
paigner Alexei Navalny died in a Russian 
prison on February 16, 2024, the day after he 
appeared in court in a healthy condition. 

(H) Pulitzer Prize-winning human rights 
advocate, historian, and opposition leader 
Vladimir Kara-Murza is suffering from de-
clining health while serving an illegal 25- 
year jail term that was imposed in retalia-
tion for his support for democracy in the 
Russian Federation and his criticism of the 
Kremlin’s war against Ukraine. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) the efforts of the Russian Federation to 
isolate its people from the world, commit 
horrific war crimes in Ukraine, and violently 
crack down on dissent at home should be 
universally condemned; and 

(B) Congress will continue its efforts to en-
gage with and support Russian individuals, 
many of whom are opposed to the unjust war 
by the Russian Federation against Ukraine 
and believe in a democratic future for their 
country. 

(c) RUSSIANS IN EXILE AFFAIRS UNIT.— 
(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary and the Administrator of 
USAID, in coordination with the heads of 
other relevant agencies and departments, 
shall submit a report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees containing a plan for 
establishing a ‘‘Russians in Exile Affairs 
Unit’’ (referred to in this subsection as the 
‘‘Unit’’). 

(2) REQUIRED ELEMENTS.—The report re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall contain— 

(A) a plan for establishing and staffing the 
Unit; 

(B) a description of how the Department of 
State and USAID will carry out the respon-
sibilities described in paragraph (3); 

(C) the estimated annual appropriations re-
quired to carry out such responsibilities; 

(D) 3 potential locations in Europe at 
which the headquarters of the Unit could be 
located; 

(E) the advantages and disadvantages of es-
tablishing the Unit; 

(F) an estimate of the number of Russian 
individuals in exile; and 

(G) an assessment of Russian individuals in 
exile, including— 

(i) the reasons such individuals left the 
Russian Federation, particularly in relation 
to— 

(I) the invasion of Ukraine in 2022; and 
(II) increased political repression in the 

Russian Federation; 
(ii) how such individuals have been en-

gaged since leaving the Russian Federation; 
and 

(iii) how United States officials and inter-
mediaries have communicated with such in-
dividuals since the invasion of Ukraine in 
2022. 

(3) DUTIES.—The Unit shall— 
(A) facilitate communication and engage-

ment with pro-democracy activists who are 
Russian individuals in exile; 

(B) report on human rights issues that im-
pact Russian individuals in exile; 

(C) coordinate interagency and inter-
national efforts to combat Russian Federa-
tion-sponsored transnational repression; 

(D) support Russian individuals in exile 
who remain outside the Russian Federation 
because of fear for their safety; 

(E) lead engagement with European and 
Eurasian governments and private sector 
companies to resolve issues impacting Rus-
sian individuals in exile; 

(F) assess challenges and develop solutions 
to problems faced by Russian individuals in 
exile, including— 

(i) access to bank accounts, credit cards, 
and online payment platforms; 

(ii) issuance of travel documents, visas, 
and work permits; and 

(iii) the ability to use technology plat-
forms owned by companies in the United 
States and Europe to communicate with 
Russian individuals; 

(G) evaluate the feasibility of developing a 
‘‘whitelist’’— 

(i) to which a Russian pro-democracy ac-
tivist can apply to be recognized by the De-
partment of State as a credible Russian non- 
state actor; and 

(ii) that the Secretary shall provide to so-
cial media companies, technology compa-
nies, financial institutions, academic insti-
tutions, and other stakeholders in the 
United States to encourage institutional en-
gagement with the Russian pro-democracy 
activist community, including by— 

(I) facilitating financial transactions; 
(II) monetizing media content produced by 

pro-democratic activists in the Russian Fed-
eration; and 

(III) purchasing political advertisements 
for distribution inside the Russian Federa-
tion; 

(H) collect, facilitate, and assess evidence, 
presented by members of the Russian pro-de-
mocracy activist community, regarding sig-
nificant human rights violations and corrup-
tion perpetrated by individuals connected to 
Vladimir Putin, including individuals who 
are responsible for implementing war by the 
Russian Federation against Ukraine and un-
dermining democracy in the Russian Federa-
tion; and 

(I) develop a data-driven approach to effi-
ciently use resources to engage with Russian 
individuals in exile in the countries where 
they reside. 

(d) SUPPORTING OPERATIONS OF INDE-
PENDENT MEDIA AND CIVIL SOCIETY.— 

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) state-sponsored Russian-language prop-
aganda and disinformation in Eastern Eu-
rope and Central Asia sows discord and 
instrumentalizes Russian-speaking individ-
uals to further disseminate propaganda and 
disinformation; 

(B) professional independent journalism in-
formed by local voices can provide Russian- 
speaking individuals with reliable, accurate 
information that will mitigate the harmful 
influence of Kremlin-aligned propaganda and 
disinformation; and 

(C) because there is no clear dividing line 
between Russian individuals residing inside 
the Russian Federation and Russian individ-
uals in exile because they are part of the 
same community of pro-democracy activists, 
assistance in the interest of benefitting fu-
ture democracy in the Russian Federation 
may be channeled through Russian pro-de-
mocracy activists in exile, including support 
for the development and expansion of pro-de-
mocracy grassroots initiatives and a civic 
infrastructure that is no longer possible 
within the Russian Federation. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$40,000,000, for each of the fiscal years 2024 
through 2027 to USAID and the Bureau for 
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor of the 
Department of State to support independent 
media and civil society in Russia, Eastern 
Europe, and Central Asia that are providing 
reliable and fact-based news to Russian- 
speaking populations and furthering the de-
velopment of pro-democracy activity within 
the country. 

(e) PREVENTING WRONGFUL DETENTIONS.— 

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(A) the Office of the Special Presidential 
Envoy for Hostage Affairs, which was estab-
lished by section 303 of the Robert Levinson 
Hostage Recovery and Hostage-Taking Ac-
countability Act (22 U.S.C. 1741a), conducts 
crucially important work to bring home 
United States citizens who are wrongfully 
detained, including successfully securing the 
release from the Russian Federation of 
United States citizens Trevor Reed and 
Brittney Griner; 

(B) United States citizens should not trav-
el to the Russian Federation or other coun-
tries with a history of wrongfully detaining 
United States citizens in an attempt to gain 
leverage over the United States; 

(C) the Russian Federation should imme-
diately release the United States citizens 
and nationals who have been wrongfully de-
tained in Russia, including Alsu 
Kurmasheva, Evan Gershkovich, Paul 
Whelan, and Vladimir Kara-Murza, and the 
United States Government should continu-
ously pursue their release; 

(D) Vladimir Kara-Murza and Alsu 
Kurmasheva meet the criteria for ‘‘wrongful 
detention’’ under the Robert Levinson Hos-
tage Recovery and Hostage-Taking Account-
ability Act (22 U.S.C. 1741 et seq.) and the 
United States should designate them accord-
ingly; and 

(E) the Russian Federation should meet 
the basic needs and respect the human rights 
of all United States citizens in its custody. 

(2) DISCLOSURE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 
RISK BY AIR TRANSPORTATION PASSENGERS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 44907 of title 49, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(g) DISCLOSURE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 
RISK OF RUSSIAN FEDERATION WRONGFUL DE-
TENTION.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law and without regard to whether 
the Secretary of Transportation conducts an 
assessment under subsection (a), takes other 
action under this section, or provides other 
notice under this section, each air carrier 
and foreign air carrier that provides pas-
senger air transportation between the United 
States and the Russian Federation, and any 
online marketplace selling such passenger 
air transportation, shall, when issuing a 
ticket to a passenger for any travel itinerary 
that begins in the United States and con-
cludes in, has a connecting flight within, or 
passes through the Russian Federation— 

‘‘(1) provide a warning about the history of 
the Russian Federation wrongfully detaining 
United States citizens and citizens of other 
countries; and 

‘‘(2) obtain an acknowledgment from each 
such passenger that the passenger under-
stands the risk of possible wrongful deten-
tion for any travel itinerary that concludes 
in, has a connecting flight within, or passes 
through the Russian Federation.’’. 

(B) REPORT.—Section 44938(a) of title 49, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(i) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (10) as 
paragraph (11); and 

(iii) by inserting after paragraph (9) the 
following: 

‘‘(10) an assessment of the activities car-
ried out under section 44907(g) of this title; 
and’’. 

(C) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall 
take effect on the date that is 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

(f) STATUS OF EXILED RUSSIAN INDIVIDUALS 
IN EUROPE.—It is the sense of Congress that 
the Secretary should urge the European 
Commission of the European Union and 
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other relevant European government agen-
cies to provide legal documentation to ap-
propriately vetted Russian individuals in 
exile who face a credible threat of persecu-
tion in the Russian Federation. 

(g) DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS FOR CONSULAR 
SERVICES.—Not later than 120 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall designate at least 3 additional diplo-
matic missions to provide consular services 
for citizens of the Russian Federation in 
countries— 

(1) that have direct flights from the Rus-
sian Federation or in which land borders 
with the Russian Federation remain pass-
able; or 

(2) in which large numbers of citizens of 
the Russian Federation who left the Russian 
Federation on or after February 24, 2022 re-
side. 

(h) RECOGNITION OF EXPIRED RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION PASSPORTS.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the United States shall implement a process 
for recognizing expired Russian Federation 
passports until the Secretary certifies to the 
appropriate congressional committees and to 
the Commissioner for U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection that it is safe for a Russian 
individual in exile to return to the Russian 
Federation or a diplomatic facility of the 
Russian Federation for document renewal. 
SEC. 1440A. SUPPORTING BELARUSIAN DEMO-

CRATIC FORCES IN EXILE. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing: 
(1) Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya was the ap-

parent winner of the 2020 Belarusian presi-
dential election, in which the people of 
Belarus voted in record numbers, in an im-
pressive display of their commitment to de-
mocracy. 

(2) Alyaksandr Lukashenka brutally 
cracked down upon the thousands of peaceful 
protestors that turned out in protest of elec-
tion fraud by the Lukashenka regime, arbi-
trarily detaining more than 35,000 individ-
uals and subjecting many of these individ-
uals to torture. 

(3) The Lukashenka regime continues to 
unjustly imprison more than 1,500 people, in-
cluding opposition leaders Viktar Babaryka, 
Siarhei Tsikhanouski, Maria Kalesnikava, 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty journalists 
Andrey Kuznechyk and Ihar Losik, and Ihar 
Losik’s wife Darya Losik. 

(4) The Lukashenka regime has facilitated 
the Russian Federation’s illegal war against 
Ukraine, including by allowing the Russian 
Federation to fire ballistic missiles and 
launch offensive strikes against Ukraine 
from the territory of Belarus for the purpose 
of invading Ukraine. 

(5) The Lukashenka regime has a policy of 
forcing Belarusian pro-democracy activists 
to return to Minsk for renewal of documents 
vital to maintaining their residency status 
in a safe third country, placing these 
Belarusians at risk of detention and torture. 

(b) STATUS OF EXILED BELARUSIAN INDIVID-
UALS IN EUROPE.—It is the sense of Congress 
that the Secretary should urge the European 
Commission of the European Union and 
other relevant European government agen-
cies to provide legal documentation to ap-
propriately vetted Belarusian individuals in 
exile who face a credible threat of persecu-
tion in Belarus. 

(c) HELPING BELARUSIAN INDIVIDUALS FLEE-
ING AUTHORITARIANISM.— 

(1) STATELESSNESS DESIGNATION.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall designate 
citizens of Belarus as stateless persons for 
the purpose of processing visas for 
Belarusian citizens until the Secretary cer-
tifies to appropriate congressional commit-
tees that the United States has consular rep-
resentation in Minsk. 

(2) EXTENDED DOCUMENTATION.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall develop a process for recognizing ex-
pired Belarusian passports until the Sec-
retary certifies to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and to the Commissioner 
for U.S. Customs and Border Protection that 
it is safe for a Belarusian individual in exile 
to return to Belarus for document renewal. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in coordination with the 
Secretary of State, shall submit a report 
outlining whether Belarus meets the criteria 
for a designation of temporary protected sta-
tus under section 244 of the Immigration Act 
of 1990 (8 U.S.C. 1254a), and if so, whether the 
Secretary of Homeland Security intends to 
make such a designation. 
SEC. 1440B. CODIFICATION OF CERTAIN SANC-

TIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE RUS-
SIAN FEDERATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—United States sanctions 
provided for in the Executive orders specified 
in subsection (b), as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act 
shall remain in effect except as provided in 
subsection (c). 

(b) EXECUTIVE ORDERS SPECIFIED.—Execu-
tive orders specified in this section are— 

(1) Executive Order 13849 (22 U.S.C. 9521 
note; relating to authorizing the implemen-
tation of certain sanctions set forth in the 
Countering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 9401 et seq.)); 

(2) Executive Order 13883 (22 U.S.C. 5605 
note; relating to administration of prolifera-
tion sanctions and amendment of Executive 
Order 12851 (22 U.S.C. 2797 note; relating to 
the administration of proliferation sanc-
tions, Middle East arms control, and related 
congressional reporting responsibilities)); 

(3) Executive Order 14024 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to blocking property with re-
spect to specified harmful foreign activities 
of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion); 

(4) Executive Order 14039 (22 U.S.C. 9526 
note; relating to blocking property with re-
spect to certain Russian energy export pipe-
lines); 

(5) Executive Order 14065 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to blocking property of certain 
persons and prohibiting certain transactions 
with respect to continued Russian efforts to 
undermine the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine); 

(6) Executive Order 14066 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to prohibiting certain imports 
and new investments with respect to contin-
ued Russian Federation efforts to undermine 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine); 

(7) Executive Order 14068 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to prohibiting certain imports, 
exports, and new investment with respect to 
continued Russian Federation aggression); 

(8) Executive Order 14071 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to prohibiting new investment 
in and certain services to the Russian Fed-
eration in response to continued Russian 
Federation aggression); and 

(9) Executive Order 14114 (88 Fed. Reg. 
89271; relating to taking additional steps 
with respect to the Russian Federation’s 
harmful activities). 

(c) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under subsection (a) with respect to a 
person if the President certifies to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives, and the Committee on Financial 

Services of the House of Representatives 
that— 

(1) such person— 
(A) is not engaging in the activity that was 

the basis for such sanctions; or 
(B) has taken significant, verifiable steps 

toward stopping the activity that was the 
basis for such sanctions; and 

(2) the President has received reliable as-
surances that such person will not know-
ingly engage in any activity subject to sanc-
tions in the future. 

(d) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY.—The term 

‘‘agricultural commodity’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 102 of the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602). 

(B) GOOD.—The term ‘‘good’’ means any ar-
ticle, natural or manmade substance, mate-
rial, supply, or manufactured product, in-
cluding inspection and test equipment, and 
excluding technical data. 

(C) MEDICAL DEVICE.—The term ‘‘medical 
device’’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘de-
vice’’ in section 201 of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321). 

(D) MEDICINE.—The term ‘‘medicine’’ has 
the meaning given the term ‘‘drug’’ in sec-
tion 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 321). 

(2) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.—A requirement to block and prohibit 
all transactions in all property and interests 
in property referred to in subsection (b) shall 
not include the authority or a requirement 
to impose sanctions on the importation of 
goods. 

(3) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH THE UNITED 
NATIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions speci-
fied in subsection (b) shall not apply with re-
spect to the admission of an alien to the 
United States if admitting or paroling the 
alien into the United States is necessary— 

(A) to permit the United States to comply 
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United 
Nations and the United States, or other ap-
plicable international obligations of the 
United States; or 

(B) to carry out or assist authorized law 
enforcement activity in the United States. 

(4) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTEL-
LIGENCE ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions specified in 
subsection (b) shall not apply to any activity 
subject to the reporting requirements under 
title V of the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any authorized in-
telligence activities of the United States. 

(5) HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Sanctions 
specified in subsection (b) shall not apply 
to— 

(A) the conduct or facilitation of a trans-
action for the provision of agricultural com-
modities, food, medicine, medical devices, 
humanitarian assistance, or for humani-
tarian purposes; or 

(B) transactions that are necessary for, or 
related to, the activities described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

SA 3107. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
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SEC. 1291. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO SYSTEMATIC RAPE, COER-
CIVE ABORTION, FORCED STERI-
LIZATION, OR INVOLUNTARY CON-
TRACEPTIVE IMPLANTATION IN THE 
XINJIANG UYGHUR AUTONOMOUS 
REGION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6(a)(1) of the 
Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 2020 
(Public Law 116–145; 22 U.S.C. 6901 note) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as 
subparagraph (G); and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(F) Systematic rape, coercive abortion, 
forced sterilization, or involuntary contra-
ceptive implantation policies and prac-
tices.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY.—The 
amendment made by subsection (a)— 

(1) takes effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; and 

(2) applies with respect to each report re-
quired by section 6(a)(1) of the Uyghur 
Human Rights Policy Act of 2020 submitted 
after such date of enactment. 

SA 3108. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. INFRASTRUCTURE TRANSACTION AND 

ASSISTANCE NETWORK. 
(a) AUTHORITY.—There is established an 

initiative, to be known as the ‘‘Infrastruc-
ture Transaction and Assistance Network’’, 
under which the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment and the heads of other relevant 
Federal agencies, as appropriate, shall carry 
out programs to advance the development of 
sustainable, transparent, and quality infra-
structure globally in countries that are eligi-
ble for foreign assistance, by— 

(1) strengthening the capacities of United 
States allies and partners to improve infra-
structure project evaluation processes, regu-
latory and procurement environments, and 
infrastructure project preparation; 

(2) providing transaction advisory services 
and project preparation assistance to sup-
port sustainable infrastructure; and 

(3) coordinating the provision of United 
States assistance for the development of in-
frastructure, including infrastructure that 
utilizes United States-manufactured goods 
and services, and catalyzing investment led 
by the private sector. 

(b) TRANSACTION ADVISORY FUND.—As part 
of the Infrastructure Transaction and Assist-
ance Network described under subsection (a), 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, and 
in consultation, as appropriate, with other 
Federal departments and agencies, shall pro-
vide support, including through the Trans-
action Advisory Fund, for advisory services 
to help boost the capacity of partner coun-
tries globally to evaluate contracts in line 
with international standards, including 
through providing services such as— 

(1) legal services, including with the objec-
tives of— 

(A) minimizing opportunities for corrupt 
practices; and 

(B) ensuring agreements are transparent, 
clear, and enforceable; 

(2) project preparation and feasibility stud-
ies; 

(3) debt sustainability analyses; 
(4) bid or proposal evaluation; and 
(5) other services relevant to advancing the 

development of sustainable, transparent, and 
quality infrastructure. 

(c) INDO-PACIFIC STRATEGIC INFRASTRUC-
TURE FUND.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—As part of the ‘‘Infrastruc-
ture Transaction and Assistance Network’’ 
described under subsection (a), the Secretary 
of State is authorized to provide support, in-
cluding through the Indo-Pacific Strategic 
Infrastructure Fund, for technical assist-
ance, project preparation, development, and 
execution, and other infrastructure project 
support in the countries of the Indo-Pacific 
region. 

(2) JOINT INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS.— 
Funds authorized for the Indo-Pacific Stra-
tegic Infrastructure Fund should be used in 
coordination with the Department of De-
fense, the International Development Fi-
nance Corporation, the Export-Import Bank 
of the United States, the United States 
Trade and Development Agency, like-minded 
donor partners, and multilateral banks, as 
appropriate, to support joint infrastructure 
projects in the Indo-Pacific region. 

(3) STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS.— 
Funds authorized for the Indo-Pacific Stra-
tegic Infrastructure Fund should be used to 
support strategic infrastructure projects. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated, for 
each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029, 
$50,000,000 for the Transaction Advisory Fund 
and $100,000,000 for the Indo-Pacific Strategic 
Infrastructure Fund. 

(e) STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEFINED.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘strategic infra-
structure’’ means infrastructure where a pri-
mary driver of United States national inter-
est in such infrastructure is— 

(1) to advance United States national secu-
rity or economic security interest or those of 
the country in which the infrastructure is lo-
cated; or 

(2) to deny the People’s Republic of China 
of ownership or control over such infrastruc-
ture. 

SA 3109. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. GLOBAL STRATEGIC INFRASTRUC-

TURE INVESTMENT FUND. 
(a) STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE INVEST-

MENT FUND.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

in the Treasury of the United States a fund 
to be known as the ‘‘Global Strategic Infra-
structure Fund’’ (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Fund’’) for the Secretary of State to 
provide for assistance, including through 
contributions for strategic infrastructure 
projects globally as authorized under this 
section. 

(2) APPROPRIATIONS.—In addition to 
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses, there is appropriated to the Fund es-
tablished in subsection (a)(1), out of amounts 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated— 

(A) for fiscal year 2025, $400,000,000, to re-
main available until expended; 

(B) for fiscal year 2026, $400,000,000, to re-
main available until expended; 

(C) for fiscal year 2027, $400,000,000, to re-
main available until expended; 

(D) for fiscal year 2028, $400,000,000, to re-
main available until expended; and 

(E) for fiscal year 2029, $400,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

(3) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—Amounts in the 
Fund shall be transferred and merged with 
accounts within the Department of State, 
the United States Agency for International 
Development, the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States, the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation, 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation, and 
the United States Trade and Development 
Agency, as appropriate, to be used for such 
purposes. 

(4) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of State 
shall consult with the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment on the allocations of the Fund. 

(5) LOANS AND LOAN GUARANTEES.— 
Amounts transferred from the Fund to the 
Export-Import Bank and the United States 
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion, among other purposes, may be made 
available for the costs of direct loans and 
loan guarantees, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans and loan guarantees, as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 661a). 

(b) PRIORITIZATION.—In evaluating pro-
posals for strategic infrastructure projects 
funded pursuant to subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of State shall prioritize— 

(1) projects that have the highest strategic 
value to the United States; and 

(2) projects related to— 
(A) strategic transport infrastructure, in-

cluding ports, airports, railroads, and high-
ways; 

(B) energy infrastructure, technology, and 
supply chains, critical minerals, and related 
areas that align with the officially conveyed 
energy needs of partner countries and with 
the objective of maximizing such countries’ 
energy access, energy security, energy tran-
sition, and resilience needs. 

(C) secure information and communica-
tions technology networks and infrastruc-
ture to strengthen the potential for eco-
nomic growth and to promote an open, inter-
operable, reliable, and secure internet; and 

(D) global health security, including 
through infrastructure projects that increase 
the availability, accessibility, and afford-
ability of health care in partner countries. 

(c) STANDARDS.—In evaluating proposals 
for strategic infrastructure projects funded 
pursuant to subsection (a), the Secretary of 
State shall adhere to standards for sustain-
able, transparent, and quality infrastructure 
investment and ensure projects include op-
portunities to advance economic growth pri-
orities in the partner country and support 
good governance and the rule of law. 

(d) PROJECTS IN HIGH INCOME COUNTRIES.— 
Support provided under the Fund shall not 
be provided in countries with high-income 
economies (as those terms are defined by the 
World Bank) unless the President certifies to 
the appropriate committees of Congress that 
such support— 

(1) is necessary to preempt or counter ef-
forts by a strategic competitor of the United 
States to secure significant political or eco-
nomic leverage or acquire national security- 
sensitive technologies or infrastructure in a 
country that is an ally or partner of the 
United States; and 

(2) includes cost-sharing arrangements 
with partner countries to ensure effective 
burden-sharing and long-term sustainability. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5431 July 24, 2024 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘‘strategic infrastructure’’ means infrastruc-
ture where a primary driver of United States 
national interest in such infrastructure is— 

(A) to advance United States national se-
curity or economic security interest or those 
of the country in which the infrastructure is 
located; or 

(B) to deny the People’s Republic of China 
of ownership or control over such infrastruc-
ture. 

SA 3110. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. AUTHORIZATION OF PARTNERSHIP 

FOR GLOBAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
INVESTMENT. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be an of-
fice at the Department of State to support 
the Partnership for Global Infrastructure 
and Investment, or a successor entity (here-
after, ‘‘the Office’’). The Office shall be led 
by a ‘‘Coordinator for Global Infrastructure 
and Investment’’ (hereafter, ‘‘the Coordi-
nator’’) who shall be an official serving in a 
position to which the individual was ap-
pointed by the President, with the advice 
and consent of the United States Senate. 

(b) AUTHORITY.—The Coordinator shall 
have the authority to convene the inter-
agency on matters relating to its policy 
remit. The Office is authorized to deploy 
United States public and private sector cap-
ital and expertise for the purpose of mobi-
lizing foreign public and private sector cap-
ital and expertise— 

(1) to help identify and meet the strategic 
infrastructure needs of countries that are al-
lies and partners of the United States; and 

(2) to provide allies and partners of the 
United States with mutually beneficial stra-
tegic infrastructure investment solutions 
that are alternatives to exploitative, coer-
cive, or harmful foreign infrastructure in-
vestments. 

(c) PRIORITIZATION.—In evaluating pro-
posals for strategic infrastructure projects 
funded through the Partnership for Global 
Infrastructure and Investment, the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with other 
departments and agencies as appropriate, 
should prioritize— 

(1) projects that have the highest strategic 
value to the United States; and 

(2) projects related to— 
(A) strategic transport infrastructure, in-

cluding ports, airports, intermodal transfer 
facilities, railroads, and highways; 

(B) energy infrastructure, technology, and 
supply chains, critical minerals, and related 
areas that align with the energy needs of 
partner countries and with the objective of 
maximizing such countries’ energy access, 
energy security, energy transition and mod-
ernization, and resilience needs. 

(C) secure information and communica-
tions technology systems, networks, and in-
frastructure to strengthen the potential for 

economic growth and promote an open, 
interoperable, reliable, and secure Internet; 
and 

(D) global health security, including 
through infrastructure projects that increase 
the availability, accessibility, and afford-
ability of health care in partner countries. 

(d) STANDARDS.—In carrying out the pur-
poses described in subsection (b), the Sec-
retary of State shall adhere to standards for 
sustainable, transparent, and quality infra-
structure investment and ensure interven-
tions include opportunities to advance eco-
nomic growth priorities in relevant sectors 
in the partner country and support good gov-
ernance and the rule of law. 

(e) PROJECTS IN HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES.— 
Support provided by the United States under 
the Partnership for Global Infrastructure 
and Investment shall not be provided in 
countries with high-income economies (as 
those terms are defined by the World Bank) 
unless the Secretary certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that such 
support— 

(1) is necessary to attempt to preempt or 
counter efforts by a strategic competitor of 
the United States to secure significant polit-
ical or economic leverage or acquire national 
security-sensitive technologies or infrastruc-
ture in a country that is an ally or partner 
of the United States; and 

(2) includes cost-sharing arrangements 
with partner countries to ensure effective 
burden-sharing and long-term sustainability, 
including through the involvement of private 
sector investments. 

(f) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter for a period of two 
years, the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the Administrator for the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the heads of other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, as appropriate, shall 
submit a report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress that— 

(A) identifies all current infrastructure 
projects supported by the Partnership for 
Global Infrastructure and Investment; 

(B) describes how the Partnership for Glob-
al Infrastructure and Investment supported 
each project; 

(C) explains the rationale of the United 
States and partner country interests served 
by the United States providing support to 
such projects, including as it relates to the 
priorities described in subsection (c); 

(D) describes how the Partnership for Glob-
al Infrastructure and Investment cooperates 
with other entities in the United States Gov-
ernment that support infrastructure, includ-
ing de-confliction of efforts; and 

(E) to the extent possible, describes the es-
timated timeline for completion of the 
projects supported by the Partnership for 
Global Infrastructure and Investment. 

(2) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
under paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified 
annex. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘‘strategic infrastructure’’ means infrastruc-
ture where a primary driver of United States 
national interest in such infrastructure is— 

(A) to advance United States national se-
curity or economic security interest or those 
of the country in which the infrastructure is 
located; or 

(B) to deny the People’s Republic of China 
of ownership or control over such infrastruc-
ture. 

SA 3111. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. STRENGTHENING PUBLIC REPORTING 

ON CORRUPTION. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.— It is the sense of 

the Congress that— 
(1) the PRC and its representatives are en-

gaged in corruption across the globe, tar-
geting public sector officials with the goal of 
inducing them to make official decisions 
that suit the interests of the PRC in ex-
change for personal financial gain; 

(2) people across the globe do not want 
leaders who make deals to enrich themselves 
and their families in exchange for their 
country’s natural resources or agreeing to 
take on onerous national debts and loans, 
which the nation will be forced to pay back; 
and 

(3) uncovering and bringing to light evi-
dence of this sort of corruption serves the 
objective of empowering people everywhere 
to bring such practices to end. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF FUNDING FOR PUBLIC 
REPORTING ON CORRUPTION AND CORRUPT 
PRACTICES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
shall support and strengthen media and civil 
society initiatives to uncover and report on 
evidence of corruption, with a goal of bring-
ing to light the corrupt practices of the PRC 
and its representatives in every region, and 
the local leaders who are accepting these 
payments. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated an ad-
ditional $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2029 for the Secretary of State to 
carry out this section. 

SA 3112. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. INCLUSION OF SURVEILLANCE TECH-

NOLOGY ABUSE IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT. 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 116 (22 U.S.C. 2151n), by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(h) SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The report required 

under subsection (d) shall to the extent fea-
sible include a description of the use of for-
eign commercial spyware by the government 
of each country in which there are system-
atic acts of political repression, to conduct 
surveillance, including passive or active 
monitoring, against activists, journalists, 
opposition politicians, or other individuals 
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for the purposes of suppressing dissent or in-
timidating critics. 

‘‘(2) DEFINED TERM.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘foreign commercial spyware’ means 
the term referred to in section 6318 of the 
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 
117–263).’’; and 

(2) in section 502B (22 U.S.C. 2304)— 
(A) by redesignating the second subsection 

designated subsection (i) as subsection (j); 
and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(k) SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The report required 

under subsection (b) shall to the extent fea-
sible include a description of the use of for-
eign commercial spyware by the government 
of each country in which there are system-
atic acts of political repression, to conduct 
surveillance, including passive or active 
monitoring, against activists, journalists, 
opposition politicians, or other individuals 
for the purposes of suppressing dissent or in-
timidating critics. 

‘‘(2) DEFINED TERM.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘foreign commercial spyware’ means 
the term referred to in section 6318 of the 
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 
117–263).’’. 

SA 3113. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS DEFEND-

ERS AT THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
OTHER MULTILATERAL BODIES. 

The Secretary of State and the United 
States Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations shall use the voice, vote, and 
influence of the United States at the United 
Nations and other multilateral bodies— 

(1) to oppose efforts by the PRC and other 
authoritarian actors to prevent the full par-
ticipation of civil society actors, including 
human rights defenders, and block the ac-
creditation of non-governmental organiza-
tions at the United Nations and other multi-
lateral bodies; 

(2) to ensure that the United Nations bol-
sters the protection and safe participation of 
civil society actors who are subject to 
transnational repression, state-sponsored 
harassment, and reprisals by the PRC and 
other governments; 

(3) to increase monitoring and reporting to 
identify and track reprisals against human 
rights defenders, who engage with the United 
Nations and other multilateral bodies; 

(4) to oppose efforts by the PRC and other 
authoritarian actors to sponsor the partici-
pation of government-organized nongovern-
mental organizations in the Committee on 
Non-Governmental Organizations of United 
Nations Economic and Social Council, which 
organizations are used as instruments of the 
state, including to repress participation and 
debate by legitimate civil society actors; 

(5) to support the use of targeted sanc-
tions, censure of member states, and all dip-
lomatic tools, including working with other 
foreign governments, available to hold ac-
countable persons that engage in reprisals 
against human rights defenders; and 

(6) to oppose efforts by the PRC to reduce 
funding for human rights monitoring and ci-
vilian protection posts within Security 
Council approved United Nations peace-
keeping missions. 

SA 3114. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. ASSISTANCE TO ADVANCE FOREIGN IN-

VESTMENT SCREENING OF UNITED 
STATES ALLIES AND PARTNERS TO 
PROTECT NATIONAL INTERESTS. 

(a) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO FOREIGN 
PARTNERS.—The Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the Treasury 
and, as appropriate, the heads of other Fed-
eral departments and agencies as the Presi-
dent determines appropriate, shall offer to 
provide technical assistance to the govern-
ments of countries that are allies and part-
ners of the United States in establishing or 
improving legislative and regulatory frame-
works to screen foreign investment for na-
tional security risks that are, to the extent 
possible, similar to the frameworks set forth 
in section 721 of the Defense Production Act 
of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565). 

(b) ENGAGEMENT WITH FOREIGN PART-
NERS.—In carrying out subsection (a), the 
Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Treasury and, as appro-
priate, the heads of other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, shall actively encourage 
the government of each country that is an 
ally or partner of the United States— 

(1) to establish transparent protocols for 
screening foreign investment that protect 
the national security interests of such coun-
try; and 

(2) to make decisions on the basis of the 
potential national security risk of such in-
vestments. 

(c) DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT.—In providing 
the technical assistance described in sub-
section (b), the Secretary of State shall— 

(1) consult closely with the intended re-
cipient of such assistance to reach a mutual 
understanding regarding the scope and na-
ture of the country’s particular national se-
curity needs with respect to investment 
screening and the appropriate response to 
meet those needs, and take all reasonable 
care to ensure any screening process is 
transparent and national security-focused; 

(2) encourage governments of countries re-
ceiving technical assistance to establish or 
improve the regulatory and legislative 
frameworks to screen foreign investment as 
described in subsection (b) to meet the secu-
rity identified pursuant to paragraph (1); and 

(3) prioritize the conduct of diplomatic en-
gagement with government officials, includ-
ing legislators, from countries whose co-
operation in foreign investment screening is 
deemed by the Secretary to be critical to the 
interests of the United States. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of State for fiscal year 2025 
$10,000,000 to carry out this section, which 
may be administered either by the Depart-
ment of State or the United States Agency 
for International Development. 

SA 3115. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 

him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 

SEC. 1291. STRATEGIC PORTS INITIATIVE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in consultation with the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development, the Chief Executive Officer of 
United States International Development Fi-
nance Corporation, the Trade and Develop-
ment Agency, and other relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies, as appropriate, shall 
carry out a program entitled the ‘‘Strategic 
Ports Initiative’’ for the following purposes: 

(1) To provide training and technical as-
sistance to partner country officials and in-
stitutions, and others, as appropriate, re-
sponsible for building, managing, and secur-
ing seaports, airports, and related infrastruc-
ture abroad. 

(2) To identify ports and airports vulner-
able to ownership or other forms of control 
by strategic competitors, including the PRC, 
and make recommendations for United 
States Government action. 

(3) To contribute to United States Govern-
ment diplomatic engagements and other ef-
forts with partner countries and economies, 
and relevant and trusted private sector enti-
ties with respect to ownership or control of 
seaports and airports by strategic competi-
tors, including the PRC. 

(4) To generate priority countries and 
projects for United States assistance and in-
vestment, including through coordination 
with the Infrastructure Coordination Task 
Force established pursuant to section 161. 

(5) To ensure that all Department of State 
initiatives, activities, and funding related to 
seaports and airports align with the national 
security interests of the United States and 
account for the vulnerabilities, technical 
constraints, and other national security im-
plications of seaport and airport infrastruc-
ture to construction, ownership, operation, 
or other forms of direct and indirect control 
by strategic competitors, including the PRC. 

(6) To ensure, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, that projects supported by the 
United States use local labor and profes-
sional capacities, in contrast to infrastruc-
ture projects carried out by the PRC. 

(7) To assist in identifying and promoting 
alternatives for port logistics data manage-
ment systems currently offered by strategic 
competitors, including the PRC. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated, for 
each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029, 
$6,000,000 to carry out the purposes of the 
Strategic Ports Initiative. 

SA 3116. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
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SEC. 1266. FINDINGS RELATED TO THE PEOPLE’S 

REPUBLIC OF CHINA’S INDUSTRIAL 
POLLUTION. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) State-owned enterprises of the PRC are 

subject to the direction of both the state and 
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), and the 
CCP strives to increase their influence over 
the global economy by pursuing predatory 
and exploitative trade, economic, and indus-
trial practices designed to out-compete the 
United States and other market economies. 

(2) The PRC’s control of key components of 
critical global supply chains, including crit-
ical minerals, semiconductors, batteries, 
solar panels, and pharmaceuticals, as out-
lined in the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence’s February 2023 ‘‘Annual Threat 
Assessment’’, represents a direct threat to 
United States national security and harms 
global economic competition. 

(3) The CCP’s industrial strategy, as ar-
ticulated in the Made in China 2025 plan, 
aims to dominate global manufacturing in 
crucial energy technologies, including ad-
vanced materials, batteries, and power 
equipment. 

(4) The PRC, by far the world’s largest pol-
luter, accounts for approximately 1⁄3 of glob-
al carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions according 
to the International Energy Administration 
and subsidizes its industries, manufacturers, 
and exports by neither implementing nor en-
forcing adequate environmental or labor pro-
tection standards. 

(5) The PRC’s industrial sectors like agri-
culture, mining, automotive production, and 
computer and electronics manufacturing 
emit 3 times more carbon dioxide as com-
pared to the United States’ same industrial 
sectors, and nearly 2 times more carbon di-
oxide than the global average of the produc-
tion of comparable goods in other foreign 
countries, according to industry tracking 
data from the International Energy Agency. 

(6) The CCP seeks to utilize the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) and the Global Devel-
opment Initiative (GDI) to increase the de-
pendence of low-income and lower-middle in-
come countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
the Americas on the PRC at the expense of 
trapping such countries in long-term, high- 
polluting, debt-ridden, low-quality infra-
structure projects that undermine devel-
oping countries’ efforts to sustainably grow 
and industrialize their economies to maxi-
mize benefits and participation for their citi-
zenry, while increasing global pollution. 

(7) The United States— 
(A) has adopted many environmental pro-

tections, including the Clean Air Act (42 
U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), the 
Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2601 
et seq.), and more than 15 other major envi-
ronmental protection laws that— 

(i) add costs to the production of goods in 
order to secure the benefits of environmental 
protection and conservation efforts; and 

(ii) serve to meaningfully decrease green-
house gases such as carbon dioxide (CO2), 
methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), sulfur 
hexafluoride (SF6), hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and other 
fluorinated greenhouse gases; 

(B) is the world’s largest consumer market 
and its economy is highly integrated into 
the world; and 

(C) bears responsibility to ensure that the 
United States market does not incentivize 
forum shopping for the production of goods 
to jurisdictions with low environmental 
standards to obtain a competitive cost ad-
vantage while undermining efforts to address 
transnational environmental and resource 
challenges as well as global public health. 

(8) Any realistic pathway to substantially 
reduce global carbon emissions will require 

the PRC to be held accountable for its role 
as the world’s largest polluter. 

SA 3117. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. ENHANCING RESILIENT CRITICAL IN-

FRASTRUCTURE IN THE PACIFIC IS-
LANDS. 

(a) PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, in 

coordination with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, as 
appropriate, shall develop and implement a 
strategy for the expansion, improvement, 
and protection of resilient critical infra-
structure in the Pacific Islands. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy and related 
programming under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) consider the— 
(i) current and forecasted gaps in 

functionality of, and threats to, critical in-
frastructure in the Pacific Islands, includ-
ing— 

(I) for disaster preparedness and response, 
transport connectivity, operability of health 
systems, information and communications 
technology, food security, coastal zone man-
agement, marine and water resource man-
agement, and energy security and access to 
electricity; and 

(II) to the extent practicable, the rates, se-
verity and drivers of deterioration, struc-
tural deficiencies, and most pressing threats 
to public safety from aging, at-risk, and fail-
ing infrastructure; 

(ii) United States national security risks 
posed by weak, outdated, at-risk, and failing 
critical infrastructure in the Pacific Islands, 
with particular consideration for the inter-
connectedness of supply chains, inter-
connected transportation networks, tech-
nology, communications, and financial sys-
tems; and 

(iii) the policy-enabling environment for 
public and private sector investment in crit-
ical infrastructure in the Pacific Islands, in-
cluding through local resource mobilization, 
early stage project preparation, development 
finance, and foreign direct investment; 

(B) seek to enhance the ability of Pacific 
Islanders, including governments at the na-
tional and local levels, civil society leaders, 
and private sector partners, to attract and 
effectively manage public and private invest-
ment in critical infrastructure while resist-
ing predatory lending and resource extrac-
tion deals by malign actors; 

(C) identify priorities for critical infra-
structure improvement, reinforcement, re- 
engineering, or replacement based on the sig-
nificance of such infrastructure to ensuring 
public health, safety, and economic growth; 

(D) support investment and improvement 
in natural resource management and con-
servation; 

(E) include recommendations for policy 
and governance reforms in the Pacific Is-
lands, as necessary and appropriate, to 
strengthen critical infrastructure resilience; 
and 

(F) support trainings and information 
sharing, technology exchanges, reverse trade 
missions, and pilot projects that provide Pa-
cific Islanders with access to proven, cost-ef-
fective solutions for mitigating the risks as-

sociated with critical infrastructure 
vulnerabilities and related interdepend-
encies. 

(b) COORDINATION.—The program developed 
under this section should be coordinated 
with like-minded allies, partners, and re-
gional and international organizations to en-
courage alignment of efforts and to avoid du-
plicative investments and programming. 

(c) DISASTER PREPAREDNESS.—The Admin-
istrator of the United States Agency for 
International Development, in consultation 
with the relevant Federal departments and 
agencies with technical and practical exper-
tise, shall work with Pacific Island countries 
to— 

(1) provide technical assistance, education, 
and training, including through grants and 
cooperative agreements for qualified United 
States and local nongovernmental organiza-
tions, to enhance early warning systems, 
emergency management and preparedness 
procedures, and post-disaster relief and re-
covery; and 

(2) enhance coordination of existing dis-
aster mitigation and response plans in the 
Pacific Islands region, including by United 
States allies and partners in the region. 

(d) INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITU-
TIONS.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
direct the representatives of the United 
States to the World Bank Group, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, and the Asian De-
velopment Bank to use the voice and vote of 
the United States to support sustainable, re-
silient, and high quality infrastructure 
projects in the Pacific Islands. 

SA 3118. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. DEPARTMENT OF STATE INFRASTRUC-

TURE COORDINATION TASK FORCE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
at the Department of State a task force, to 
be known as the ‘‘Infrastructure Coordina-
tion Task Force’’, which shall be led by an 
appropriate Senate-confirmed official at the 
Department of State. If the leader of the 
Task Force is not the Under Secretary of 
State for Economic Growth, Energy and the 
Environment, then the leader of the task 
force shall coordinate with such Under Sec-
retary on matters related to the task force. 

(b) DUTIES.—The Infrastructure Coordina-
tion Task Force shall— 

(1) coordinate international infrastructure 
policies and projects supported by the United 
States Government, with participation by 
the relevant Federal departments and agen-
cies; 

(2) engage international partners such as 
the Group of Seven (G7), multilateral devel-
opment banks, international financial insti-
tutions, the United States private sector, 
multinational corporations and banks, non-
governmental organizations, and other part-
ners in industrialized countries; 

(3) advance United States objectives 
through initiatives such as the Blue Dot Net-
work, Infrastructure Transaction Assistance 
Network, the Transaction Advisory Fund, 
and the Strategic Ports Initiative; and 

(4) produce strategic guidance that identi-
fies international infrastructure projects. 
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SA 3119. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. NEXT-GENERATION SHIPPING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State is 
authorized to carry out the following activi-
ties to support the development of next-gen-
eration shipping corridors or green shipping 
corridors: 

(1) Conduct analysis to determine United 
States priorities for cooperation with part-
ner countries on next-generation shipping 
corridors or green shipping corridors. 

(2) Support research and development ini-
tiatives and technical assistance, as appro-
priate, in the following areas: 

(A) Next-generation port design, engineer-
ing, and architecture. 

(B) Hydrogen fuel production and hydrogen 
fuel storage and utilization capacities at 
ports. 

(C) Commercial-scale high-speed electric 
vehicle trucking fleet charging infrastruc-
ture. 

(D) Logistics and shipping corridor plan-
ning. 

(E) Hydrogen pipelines. 
(F) Liquid hydrogen power vessels, and 

other next-generation marine propulsion sys-
tems, design and manufacturing, including 
both new vessels and retrofit and refurbish-
ment of existing vessels. 

(3) Support private sector investment in 
next-generation shipping infrastructure in 
partner countries with strong or emerging 
commercial ties with the United States 
that— 

(A) are strategically or centrally located 
markets in international commerce; or 

(B) face growing or concerning financial 
entanglements with malign foreign govern-
ments. 

(b) PARAMETERS.—In carrying out activi-
ties authorized under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of State shall ensure that all activi-
ties align with the national security inter-
ests of the United States and the purposes of 
the Strategic Ports Initiative authorized 
pursuant to section 164. 

(c) INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZA-
TION.—The United States shall use its voice, 
vote, and influence in the International Mar-
itime Organization to– 

(1) counter any attempts by the PRC or 
other strategic competitors to advance or 
advocate for policies, regulations, or tech-
nical standards that unfairly benefit par-
ticular countries and their domestic indus-
tries and products to the detriment of free 
and fair markets; 

(2) advocate for the adoption of next-gen-
eration shipping industry technologies and 
infrastructure standards, policies, regula-
tions and cooperation initiatives that ad-
vance United States national and economic 
security interests; 

(3) participate in the International Mari-
time Organization’s global technical co-
operation projects to support growing the ca-
pacity of parties to develop and modernize 
global shipping industries technologies and 
infrastructure; and 

(4) represent the interests of United States 
stakeholders impacted by International Mar-
itime Organization initiatives. 

(d) LIMITATION.—Prior to providing funding 
for activities to support the establishment 

and development of next-generation shipping 
corridors or green shipping corridors, the De-
partment of State shall obtain commitments 
from participating countries in the following 
areas: 

(1) Prohibiting exclusivity or preferences 
for specific international shipping routes, in-
cluding exclusive access for specific vessels, 
fleets, or maritime shipping companies of 
the PRC. 

(2) Preventing the sale, lease, or oper-
ational control of port operations, or any 
subsidiary operations, including security, 
communications and information tech-
nology, or energy suppliers to entities owned 
or controlled by the PRC. 

(3) Prohibiting the use of, or contracts 
with communications, survey, and logistics 
management providers owned or controlled 
by the PRC. 

(4) Maintaining transparent and account-
able security operations that are not con-
tracted to entities owned or controlled by 
the PRC. 

(5) Ensuring that ports do not serve as 
ports of call for PRC military or research 
vessels. 

(6) Ensuring that ports are operated in a 
transparent and accountable manner, con-
sistent with domestic and applicable inter-
national law. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$120,000,000 over the next three fiscal years to 
carry out activities under this section. 

SA 3120. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE ON MUL-

TILATERAL STRATEGY AND PER-
SONNEL. 

There is established within the Bureau of 
International Organizations of the Depart-
ment of State an Office on Multilateral 
Strategy and Personnel (MSP) with the fol-
lowing responsibilities: 

(1) Developing, coordinating, and main-
taining a whole-of-government strategy to 
strengthen United States engagement and 
leadership with multilateral institutions and 
international organizations, to include man-
aging efforts to counter third-countries seek-
ing to undermine the integrity of the United 
Nations. 

(2) Coordinating whole-of-government ef-
forts related to the United Nations Junior 
Professional Officer (JPO) program, includ-
ing— 

(A) recruiting qualified individuals who 
represent the rich diversity of the United 
States to apply for United States-sponsored 
JPO positions; 

(B) collecting and collating information 
about United States-sponsored JPOs from 
across the United States Government; 

(C) establishing and providing orientation 
and other training materials with United 
States agencies sponsoring JPOs; 

(D) maintaining regular contact with cur-
rent and former United States-sponsored 
JPOs, including providing career and profes-
sional advice to United States-sponsored 
JPOs; 

(E) making, informing, and advising on 
strategic decisions, including about the loca-

tion and duration of United States-sponsored 
JPO positions to strengthen United States 
national security interests and the competi-
tive advantage of United States-sponsored 
JPOs for future employment; and 

(F) sponsoring events, including represen-
tational events as appropriate, to support 
United States-sponsored JPOs. 

(3) Coordinating and overseeing a whole-of- 
government United States strategy and ef-
forts in relation to promoting qualified 
United States candidates for elected or ap-
pointed senior positions at multilateral in-
stitutions and international organizations, 
including— 

(A) creating a whole-of-government strat-
egy that identifies and prioritizes upcoming 
openings of leadership positions at multilat-
eral institutions and international organiza-
tions; 

(B) developing and executing processes to 
identify and recruit qualified candidates to 
apply or run for these offices; 

(C) consulting across the Department and 
interagency as they implement selection 
processes; and 

(D) creating and implementing a strategy 
to obtain the support necessary for United 
States candidates for priority leadership po-
sitions including— 

(i) liaising and coordinating with inter-
national partners to promote United States 
candidates; and 

(ii) working with embassies to engage offi-
cials and other entities needed to support 
relevant United States candidates. 

(4) Promoting detail and transfer opportu-
nities for qualified United States personnel 
to multilateral organizations including by— 

(A) liaising with multilateral institutions 
to promote and identify detail and transfer 
opportunities; 

(B) developing and maintaining a database 
of detail and transfer opportunities to multi-
lateral organizations; 

(C) promoting these detail and transfer op-
portunities within the United States Govern-
ment and making the database available to 
those eligible for details and transfers; and 

(D) facilitating any relevant orientation, 
trainings, or materials for detailees and 
transferees, including debriefing detailees 
and transferees upon their return to the 
United States Government. 

(5) Promoting internship and volunteer op-
portunities at multilateral institutions and 
international organizations and coordinating 
orientation and career development opportu-
nities, as relevant. 

(6) Promoting and entering into partner-
ship arrangements with multilateral institu-
tions and international organizations to en-
courage United States nationals participa-
tion in such organizations. 

SA 3121. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. ESTABLISHING A SENIOR OFFICIAL 

FOR THE COMPACTS OF FREE ASSO-
CIATION AT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
shall designate a senior official at the De-
partment of State responsible for admin-
istering the Compacts of Free Association at 
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the Department of State (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Senior Official’’). The Sen-
ior Official shall report to the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs. 

(b) DUTIES.—The Senior Official shall— 
(1) be responsible for the conduct of United 

States foreign policy with respect to the 
countries affiliated with the United States 
Government under the Compacts of Free As-
sociation (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Compacts’’), namely the freely associated 
states of— 

(A) the Republic of Palau; 
(B) the Marshall Islands; and 
(C) the Federated States of Micronesia; 
(2) assist the Assistant Secretary of State 

for East Asian and Pacific Affairs in pro-
viding overall direction, coordination, and 
supervision of interdepartmental activities 
of the United States Government in these 
countries, including ensuring the timely 
transfer of assistance and provision of bene-
fits through the United States Department 
of the Interior, as laid out in the Compacts; 

(3) oversee and evaluate the adequacy and 
effectiveness of United States policy with re-
spect to these countries as well as of the 
plans, programs, resources, and performance 
for implementing that policy, including pro-
grams and other activities implemented by 
the Department of the Interior; 

(4) directly supervise the policy and oper-
ations of the Compacts and provide guidance 
to relevant United States missions within 
the Indo-Pacific region; 

(5) ensure the provision of an adequate, 
regular flow of information to posts abroad 
on United States Government policies, pol-
icy deliberations, and diplomatic exchanges 
in Washington, D.C.; and 

(6) ensure the continuity of implementa-
tion of commitments and Compact obliga-
tions and benefits, consistent with United 
States national interests in the Indo-Pacific 
region. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$250,000 to support the Senior Official in the 
conduct and discharge of the duties described 
in subsection (b). 

SA 3122. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR COUNTERING THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA INFLUENCE 
FUND. 

(a) COUNTERING THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA INFLUENCE FUND.—There is authorized 
to be appropriated $600,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2029 for the Coun-
tering the People’s Republic of China Influ-
ence Fund to counter PRC malign influence. 
Amounts appropriated pursuant to this au-
thorization are authorized to remain avail-
able until expended and shall be in addition 
to amounts otherwise authorized to be ap-
propriated to counter such influence. 

(b) POLICY GUIDANCE, COORDINATION, AND 
APPROVAL.— 

(1) COORDINATOR.—The Secretary of State 
shall designate an existing senior official as 
the Coordinator for the Countering the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China Influence Fund (in 

this section referred to as ‘‘Coordinator’’) to 
provide policy guidance, coordination within 
the Department and the interagency as ap-
propriate, and recommendations for the obli-
gation of funds authorized pursuant to sub-
section (a). 

(2) DUTIES.—The Coordinator designated 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be respon-
sible for— 

(A) on an annual basis, the identification 
of specific strategic priorities for using the 
funds authorized to be appropriated under 
subsection (a), such as geographic areas of 
focus or functional categories of program-
ming that funds are to be concentrated with-
in, consistent with the national interests of 
the United States and the purposes of this 
section; 

(B) the coordination and approval of all 
programming conducted using the funds au-
thorized to be appropriated under subsection 
(a), based on an assessment that such pro-
gramming directly counters PRC malign in-
fluence, including specific activities or poli-
cies advanced by such influence, pursuant to 
the strategic objectives of the United States; 

(C) ensuring that all programming ap-
proved bears a sufficiently direct nexus to 
countering PRC malign influence and ad-
heres to the requirements outlined in sub-
section (d); 

(D) conducting oversight, monitoring, and 
evaluation of the effectiveness of all pro-
gramming conducted using the funds author-
ized to be appropriated under subsection (a) 
to ensure that it advances United States in-
terests and degrades the ability of the Gov-
ernment of the PRC, the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP), or entities acting on their be-
half, to advance the activities described in 
subsection (c); and 

(E) ensuring, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, that all approved programming 
under subsection (a) is carried out in coordi-
nation with other Federal activities to 
counter the malign influence and activities 
of the Government of the PRC, the CCP, or 
entities acting on their behalf. 

(3) ASSISTANT COORDINATOR.—The Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development shall designate an of-
ficial with direct responsibility for policy 
with respect to the PRC to assist the Coordi-
nator designated pursuant to paragraph (1), 
particularly with respect to such assistance 
handled by the United States Agency for 
International Development. 

(c) PRC MALIGN INFLUENCE DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘PRC malign influ-
ence’’ means influence of the Government of 
the PRC and the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) or entities acting on their behalf glob-
ally that— 

(1) undermines a free and open inter-
national order; 

(2) advances an alternative, repressive 
international order that bolsters the PRC or 
the Chinese Communist Party’s hegemonic 
ambitions and is characterized by coercion 
and dependency; 

(3) undermines the national security, terri-
torial integrity, or sovereignty of the United 
States or other countries; or 

(4) undermines the political and economic 
security of the United States or other coun-
tries, including by promoting corruption or 
elite capture, and advancing coercive eco-
nomic practices. 

(d) ACTIVITIES TO COUNTER PRC MALIGN IN-
FLUENCE.—In this section, countering malign 
influence through the use of funds author-
ized to be appropriated by subsection (a) in-
clude efforts— 

(1) to promote transparency and account-
ability, and reduce corruption, including in 
governance structures targeted by the ma-
lign influence of the Government of the PRC 
or the CCP; 

(2) to support civil society and independent 
media to raise awareness of and increase 
transparency regarding the negative impact 
of activities and initiatives of the Govern-
ment of the PRC and the CCP, or entities 
acting on their behalf, including the Belt and 
Road Initiative and other initiatives that 
lack transparency, fail to meet international 
standards, and are associated with coercive 
economic practices; 

(3) to counter transnational criminal net-
works that benefit, or benefit from, the ma-
lign influence of the Government of the PRC, 
the CCP, or entities acting on their behalf; 

(4) to encourage economic development 
structures that help protect against preda-
tory lending schemes, including support for 
market-based alternatives in key economic 
sectors, such as digital economy, energy, and 
infrastructure; 

(5) to counter activities that provide undue 
influence to the security forces of the PRC; 

(6) to expose foreign influence operations 
and propaganda of the Government of the 
PRC, the CCP, or entities acting on their be-
half; 

(7) to counter efforts by the Government of 
the PRC, the CCP, or entities acting on their 
behalf to legitimize or promote authori-
tarian ideology and governance models, in-
cluding its model of a state-dominated cyber 
and digital ecosystem; 

(8) to counter efforts by the Government of 
the PRC, the CCP, or entities acting on their 
behalf, to silence, intimidate, or exact re-
prisal against individuals outside of their 
sovereign borders, including members of di-
aspora populations such as political oppo-
nents, repressed religious or spiritual practi-
tioners, marginalized ethnic community 
members, civil society activists, human 
rights defenders, researchers, and journal-
ists; 

(9) to provide alternatives to problematic 
PRC technology offerings, which could pro-
vide the Government of the PRC undue ac-
cess to or influence over global data flows or 
sensitive information, and compete with 
problematic PRC efforts to leverage or make 
gains in the development of advanced and 
emerging technologies; 

(10) to counter PRC activities that directly 
enable critical supply chain monopolization 
or other monopolistic practices; 

(11) to counter aggressive PRC efforts to 
make inroads into the nuclear energy sectors 
of countries to the detriment of United 
States national security, strategic, and non-
proliferation interests; and 

(12) to counter efforts by the Government 
of the PRC, the CCP, or entities acting on 
their behalf, to undermine the democratic 
processes and institutions of United States 
allies and partners. 

SA 3123. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY IN THE PA-

CIFIC ISLANDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

and the Administrator for the United States 
Agency for International Development, in 
coordination with other relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies, shall develop and 
implement a digital connectivity initiative 
specific to Pacific Island countries. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:17 Jul 25, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00111 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JY6.045 S24JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5436 July 24, 2024 
(b) ELEMENTS AND CONDUCT OF PACIFIC IS-

LANDS DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY INITIATIVE.— 
The initiative developed pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall— 

(1) include an assessment of opportunities 
to coordinate with regional allies, including 
through the United States-Japan Global Dig-
ital Connectivity Partnership and the United 
States-Japan-Australia Trilateral Infra-
structure Partnership; 

(2) identify and address country-driven dig-
ital transformation priorities; 

(3) conduct an assessment of the digital 
ecosystem of Pacific Island countries, such 
as through the United States Agency for 
International Development’s (USAID) Dig-
ital Ecosystem Country Assessments, to 
identify opportunities and risks; 

(4) seek to develop human and institu-
tional capacity and infrastructure to cata-
lyze private sector investments in Pacific Is-
land countries’ digital ecosystem; 

(5) assist in the development of digital pol-
icy and regulatory schemes in Pacific Island 
countries, including information and com-
munications technology (ICT) regulations 
and procurement best practices and relevant 
reforms; 

(6) advance digital platforms and solutions 
for the delivery of public services and en-
hance digital skills and literacy; 

(7) seek to expand access to open, inter-
operable, reliable, and secure internet for 
Pacific Island communities; 

(8) identify roles that digital technologies 
can play in addressing important challenges 
for Pacific Island countries, including the 
environment, sustainable fishing, readiness, 
including in response to tsunami warnings; 

(9) identify ways to support women-owned 
enterprises in the digital ecosystem of Pa-
cific Island countries; 

(10) seek to expand the availability of and 
access to secure and reliable subsea cable 
systems; 

(11) regularly assess opportunities for 
which United States businesses, or those of 
other like-minded partners, would be com-
petitive; 

(12) promote exports of United States ICT 
goods and services to advance a secure ICT 
supply chain and increase United States 
company market share in Pacific Island dig-
ital markets; 

(13) support the development and expand 
availability of telehealth services for Pacific 
Island country communities; and 

(14) build digital connectivity among edu-
cational institutions within the region as 
well as with educational institutions in the 
United States. 

(c) PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘Pacific Island coun-
tries’’ means the Cook Islands, the Republic 
of Fiji, the Republic of Kiribati, the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States 
of Micronesia, the Republic of Nauru, Niue, 
the Republic of Palau, the Independent State 
of Papua New Guinea, the Independent State 
of Samoa, the Solomon Islands, the Kingdom 
of Tonga, Tuvalu, and the Republic of 
Vanuatu. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$3,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 through 
2029 to carry out this section. 

SA 3124. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 

year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. SUPPORTING INDEPENDENT MEDIA 

AND COUNTERING FOREIGN INFOR-
MATION OPERATIONS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that the PRC 
is increasing its spending on public diplo-
macy, including influence campaigns, adver-
tising, and investments into state-sponsored 
media publications outside of the PRC. This 
includes, for example, more than 
$10,000,000,000 in foreign direct investment in 
communications infrastructure, platforms, 
and properties, as well as bringing journal-
ists to the PRC for training programs. 

(b) THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR GLOB-
AL MEDIA.—The United States Agency for 
Global Media (USAGM) and affiliate Federal 
and non-Federal entities shall, consistent 
with the other executive branch under-
takings in this Act led by the President or 
the Secretary of State, undertake the fol-
lowing actions to support independent jour-
nalism, counter foreign malign influence, 
and combat surveillance in countries where 
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and 
other malign actors are promoting foreign 
information operations, propaganda, and ma-
nipulated media markets: 

(1) Radio Free Asia (RFA) shall expand 
coverage and digital programming in China 
for all China services and other affiliate lan-
guage broadcasting services. 

(2) RFA and Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty (RFE/RL) shall seek to increase funding 
for Mandarin, Tibetan, Uyghur, Cantonese, 
Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Tajik, Turkmen, and Uzbek 
language services. 

(3) Voice of America shall continue the bi-
lingual Asia Fact Check Lab, established in 
2022, and expand on the Jiehuang Pindao ini-
tiative to continue identifying and exposing 
PRC information operations. 

(4) USAGM shall expand existing training 
and partnership programs that promote jour-
nalistic standards, investigative reporting, 
cybersecurity, and digital analytics to help 
expose and counter false CCP narratives. 

(5) The Open Technology Fund shall con-
tinue its work to support tools and tech-
nology to circumvent censorship and surveil-
lance by the CCP, both inside the PRC as 
well as abroad where the PRC has exported 
censorship technology, and increase secure 
peer-to-peer connectivity and privacy tools. 

(6) Voice of America shall continue its mis-
sion of providing accurate, objective, and 
comprehensive news as well as presenting 
the policies of the United States clearly and 
effectively. 

(7) RFE/RL shall establish an investigative 
unit dedicated to working across Central 
Asia to develop multimedia responses to 
local information operation efforts by the 
CCP and other malign actors. 

(8) The networks and grantees of the 
United States Agency for Global Media shall 
continue their mission of providing credible 
and timely news coverage, including on the 
PRC’s malign behavior and activities across 
the world. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated, for 
each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029 for the 
United States Agency for Global Media, 
$180,000,000 for ongoing and new programs to 
support local media, build independent 
media, combat PRC information operations 
inside and outside of China, invest in tech-
nology to subvert censorship, and monitor 
and evaluate these programs, of which funds 
shall be directed to— 

(1) RFA to expand— 
(A) its China language services (including 

Mandarin, Cantonese, Uyghur, and Tibetan); 

(B) its coverage in Southeast Asia and the 
Pacific Islands to counter the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s propaganda; and 

(C) its Global Mandarin digital brand 
WHYNOT/Wainao, which engages Chinese- 
speaking populations both inside China and 
around the world; 

(2) RFE/RL to increase Kazakh, Kyrgyz, 
Tajik, Turkmen, and Uzbek language serv-
ices; and 

(3) the Open Technology Fund for digital 
media services— 

(A) to counter propaganda targeting non- 
Chinese populations in foreign countries; and 

(B) to counter propaganda targeting Chi-
nese-speaking populations in China through 
‘‘Global Mandarin’’ programming. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION.—The United States 
Agency for Global Media is authorized to 
provide for the establishment of, and grants 
to, two non-profit organizations constituted 
on the model of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and Radio Free Asia that shall be 
named ‘‘Radio Free Africa’’ and ‘‘Radio Free 
Americas’’ for the purposes of providing ac-
curate, uncensored, and reliable local news 
and information to the regions of Africa and 
Latin America and the Caribbean, respec-
tively. 

(e) SUPPORT FOR LOCAL MEDIA.—The Sec-
retary of State, acting through the Under 
Secretary for Public Diplomacy, the Assist-
ant Secretary of State for Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor and in coordina-
tion with the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, shall support civil society and foreign 
media organizations in the implementation 
of programs to train foreign media personnel 
on investigative techniques, provide jour-
nalist protection, improve media literacy 
among the school-aged and general popu-
lations, boost access to accurate and reliable 
news and information generally, as well as 
other media-related activities in order to en-
sure public accountability related to the 
Belt and Road Initiative and the Global De-
velopment Initiative, the PRC’s use of and 
export of surveillance and other tech-
nologies, and other influence operations 
abroad direct or directly supported by the 
Chinese Communist Party or the Govern-
ment of the PRC. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of State, for each of fiscal years 
2025 through 2029, $100,000,000 for ongoing and 
new programs in support of press freedom, 
training, media literacy, and protection of 
journalists. 

SA 3125. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. ENHANCING STRATEGIC COMPETITION 

AT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy 

of the United States— 
(1) to pursue a strategy of strategic com-

petition with the PRC in the political, diplo-
matic, economic, development, military, in-
formational, and technological realms that 
maximizes the United States’ strengths and 
increases the costs for the PRC of harming 
United States interests and the values of 
United States allies and partners; 
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(2) to lead a free, open, and secure inter-

national system characterized by freedom 
from coercion, rule of law, open markets and 
the free flow of commerce, and a shared com-
mitment to security and peaceful resolution 
of disputes, human rights, and good and 
transparent governance; 

(3) to strengthen and deepen United States 
alliances and partnerships, prioritizing the 
Indo-Pacific and Europe, by pursuing greater 
bilateral and multilateral cooperative initia-
tives that advance shared interests and val-
ues and bolster the confidence of partner 
countries that the United States is and will 
remain a strong, committed, and constant 
partner; 

(4) to encourage and collaborate with 
United States allies and partners in boosting 
their own capabilities and resiliency to pur-
sue, defend, and protect shared interests and 
values, free from coercion and external pres-
sure; 

(5) to pursue fair, reciprocal treatment and 
healthy competition in United States-China 
economic relations by— 

(A) advancing policies that harden the 
United States economy against unfair and il-
legal commercial or trading practices and 
the coercion of United States businesses; and 

(B) tightening United States laws and reg-
ulations as necessary to prevent the PRC’s 
attempts to harm United States economic 
competitiveness; 

(6) to demonstrate the value of private sec-
tor-led growth in emerging markets around 
the world, including through the use of 
United States Government tools that— 

(A) support greater private sector invest-
ment and advance capacity-building initia-
tives that are grounded in the rule of law; 

(B) promote open markets; 
(C) establish clear policy and regulatory 

frameworks; 
(D) improve the management of key eco-

nomic sectors; 
(E) combat corruption; and 
(F) foster and support greater collabora-

tion with and among partner countries and 
the United States private sector to develop 
secure and sustainable infrastructure; 

(7) to lead in the advancement of inter-
national rules and norms that foster free and 
reciprocal trade and open and integrated 
markets; 

(8) to conduct vigorous commercial diplo-
macy in support of United States companies 
and businesses in partner countries that seek 
fair competition; 

(9) to ensure that the United States leads 
in the innovation of critical and emerging 
technologies, such as next-generation tele-
communications, artificial intelligence, 
quantum information science, semiconduc-
tors, and biotechnology, by— 

(A) providing necessary investment and 
concrete incentives for the private sector 
and the United States Government to accel-
erate development of such technologies; 

(B) modernizing export controls and in-
vestment screening regimes and associated 
policies and regulations; 

(C) enhancing United States leadership in 
technical standards-setting bodies and ave-
nues for developing norms regarding the use 
of emerging critical technologies; 

(D) reducing United States barriers and in-
creasing incentives for collaboration with al-
lies and partners on the research and co-de-
velopment of critical technologies; 

(E) collaborating with allies and partners 
to protect critical technologies by— 

(i) crafting multilateral export control 
measures; 

(ii) building capacity for defense tech-
nology security; 

(iii) safeguarding chokepoints in supply 
chains; and 

(iv) ensuring diversification; and 

(F) designing major defense capabilities for 
export to allies and partners; 

(10) to collaborate with advanced democ-
racies and other willing partners to promote 
ideals and principles that— 

(A) advance a free and open international 
order; 

(B) strengthen democratic institutions; 
(C) protect and promote human rights; and 
(D) uphold a free press and fact-based re-

porting; 
(11) to develop comprehensive and holistic 

strategies and policies to counter PRC 
disinformation campaigns; 

(12) to demonstrate effective leadership at 
the United Nations, its associated agencies, 
and other multilateral organizations and de-
fend the integrity of these organizations 
against co-optation by illiberal and authori-
tarian nations; 

(13) to prioritize the defense of funda-
mental freedoms and human rights in the 
United States relationship with the PRC; 

(14) to cooperate with allies, partners, and 
multilateral organizations, leveraging their 
significant and growing capabilities to build 
a network of like-minded states that sus-
tains and strengthens a free and open order 
and addresses regional and global challenges 
to hold the Government of the PRC account-
able for— 

(A) violations and abuses of human rights; 
(B) restrictions on religious practices; and 
(C) undermining and abrogating treaties, 

other international agreements, and other 
international norms related to human 
rights; 

(15) to expose the PRC’s use of corruption, 
repression, and other malign behavior to at-
tain unfair economic advantages and to pres-
sure other nations to defer to its political 
and strategic objectives; 

(16) to maintain United States access to 
the Western Pacific, including by— 

(A) increasing United States forward-de-
ployed forces in the Indo-Pacific region; 

(B) modernizing the United States military 
through investments in existing and new 
platforms, emerging technologies, critical 
in-theater force structure and enabling capa-
bilities, joint operational concepts, and a di-
verse, operationally resilient and politically 
sustainable posture; and 

(C) operating and conducting exercises 
with allies and partners— 

(i) to mitigate the Peoples Liberation 
Army’s ability to project power and estab-
lish contested zones within the First and 
Second Island Chains; 

(ii) to diminish the ability of the People’s 
Liberation Army to coerce its neighbors; 

(iii) to maintain open sea and air lanes, 
particularly in the Taiwan Strait, the East 
China Sea, and the South China Sea; and 

(iv) to project power from the United 
States and its allies and partners to dem-
onstrate the ability to conduct contested lo-
gistics; 

(17) to deter the PRC from— 
(A) coercing Indo-Pacific nations, includ-

ing by developing more combat-credible 
forces that are integrated with allies and 
partners in contact, blunt, and surge layers 
and able to defeat any PRC theory of victory 
in the First or Second Island Chains of the 
Western Pacific and beyond, as called for in 
the 2018 National Defense Strategy; 

(B) using grey-zone tactics below the level 
of armed conflict; or 

(C) initiating armed conflict; 
(18) to strengthen United States-PRC mili-

tary-to-military communication and im-
prove de-escalation procedures to de-conflict 
operations and reduce the risk of unwanted 
conflict, including through high-level visits 
and recurrent exchanges between civilian 
and military officials and other measures, in 
alignment with United States interests; and 

(19) to cooperate with the PRC if interests 
align, including through bilateral or multi-
lateral means and at the United Nations, as 
appropriate. 

(b) ESTABLISHING AND EXPANDING THE RE-
GIONAL CHINA OFFICER PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 
established at the Department of State a Re-
gional China Officer (RCO) program to sup-
port regional posts and officers with report-
ing, information, and policy tools, and to en-
hance expertise related to strategic competi-
tion with the PRC. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated $2,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2025 through 2029 to the Department of 
State to expand the RCO program, including 
for— 

(A) the placement of Regional China Offi-
cers at United States missions to the United 
Nations and United Nations affiliated orga-
nizations; 

(B) the placement of additional Regional 
China Officers in Africa; 

(C) the hiring of locally employed staff to 
support Regional China Officers serving 
abroad; and 

(D) the establishment of full-time equiva-
lent positions to assist in managing and fa-
cilitating the RCO program. 

(3) PROGRAM FUNDS.—There is authorized 
to be appropriated $50,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2025 through 2029 for each Regional 
China Officer to support programs and public 
diplomacy activities of the Regional China 
Officer. 

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DATA-DRIVEN 
POLICY MAKING.—It is the sense of Congress 
that— 

(1) the Office for China Coordination 
should employ at least one full-time equiva-
lent Data Officer, who shall not be dual- 
hatted, focused on strategic competition 
with the PRC; and 

(2) the Department should, to the extent 
possible within existing authorities, 
prioritize access for the Office for China Co-
ordination to databases, commercial soft-
ware, and other data to support policy-mak-
ing related to strategic competition with the 
PRC. 

SA 3126. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO SE-

CURE CRITICAL MINERAL SUPPLY 
CHAINS. 

(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY ON CRITICAL MIN-
ERAL SUPPLY CHAINS.—It is the policy of the 
United States— 

(1) to collaborate with allies and partners 
of the United States to build secure and re-
silient critical minerals supply chains, in-
cluding in the mining, processing, and valu-
ation of critical minerals, as well as with re-
spect to advanced manufacturing that in-
cludes critical minerals; 

(2) to prioritize the development and pro-
duction of critical minerals domestically, 
both to supply domestic needs and for export 
to allies and partners that participate in se-
cure and resilient supply chains for critical 
minerals; 

(3) to reduce or eliminate reliance and de-
pendence on critical mineral supply chains 
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controlled by the PRC, the Russian Federa-
tion, Iran, or any other adversary of the 
United States; 

(4) to work with allies and partners on en-
hancing evaluation capability and tech-
nology in trusted countries that produce 
critical minerals to avoid the export of 
mined and processed critical minerals to ad-
versaries of the United States; 

(5) to identify and implement market- 
based incentives for the purposes of facili-
tating the creation and maintenance of se-
cure and resilient critical mineral supply 
chains in collaboration with allies and part-
ners; 

(6) to prioritize securing critical mineral 
supply chains in United States foreign pol-
icy, including through the use of economic 
tools to invest responsibly in projects in 
partner countries in a manner that both ben-
efits local populations and bolsters the sup-
ply of critical minerals to the United States 
and allies and partners of the United States; 
and 

(7) that collaboration with allies and part-
ners to build secure and resilient critical 
mineral supply chains shall not replace 
United States efforts to increase domestic 
development and production of critical min-
erals. 

(b) INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS RELATING 
TO PROTECTING CRITICAL MINERAL SUPPLY 
CHAINS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-
ized to negotiate an agreement with inter-
national partners for the purposes of estab-
lishing a coalition— 

(A) to facilitate— 
(i) the mining, processing, and supply of 

critical minerals; and 
(ii) advanced manufacturing that includes 

critical minerals; and 
(B) to secure an adequate supply of critical 

minerals and relevant products, manufac-
turing inputs, and components that are 
heavily dependent on critical mineral re-
sources for the United States and other 
members of the coalition (in this subsection 
referred to as ‘‘member countries’’). 

(2) NEGOTIATING OBJECTIVES.—The overall 
objectives for negotiating an agreement de-
scribed in paragraph (1) should be— 

(A) to establish mechanisms for member 
countries to build secure and resilient supply 
chains for critical minerals, including in— 

(i) the mining, refinement, processing, and 
valuation of critical minerals; and 

(ii) advanced manufacturing of products, 
components, and materials that are depend-
ent on critical minerals; 

(B) to improve economies of scale and joint 
cooperation with international partners in 
securing access and means of production 
throughout the supply chains of critical min-
erals and manufacturing processes dependent 
on critical minerals; 

(C) to establish mechanisms, with appro-
priate market-based disciplines, that provide 
and maintain opportunities among member 
countries for creating industry economies of 
scale to attract joint investment among 
those countries, including— 

(i) cooperation on joint projects, including 
cost-sharing on building appropriate infra-
structure to access deposits of critical min-
erals; and 

(ii) creation or enhancement of national 
and international programs to support the 
development of robust industries by pro-
viding appropriate sector-specific incentives, 
such as political risk and other insurance op-
portunities, financing, and other support, 
for— 

(I) mining and processing critical minerals; 
(II) manufacturing of products, compo-

nents, and materials that are dependent on 
critical minerals and are essential to con-

sumer technology products or have impor-
tant national security implications; and 

(III) associated transportation needs that 
are tailored to the handling, movement, and 
logistics management of critical minerals 
and products, components, and materials 
that are dependent on critical minerals; 

(D) to establish market-based rules for 
member countries regarding adoption of 
qualifying tax and other incentives to stimu-
late investment, as balanced by market- 
based disciplines to ensure a fair playing 
field among those countries; 

(E) to establish recommended best prac-
tices to protect— 

(i) labor rights; 
(ii) the natural environment and eco-

systems near critical mineral industrial 
sites; and 

(iii) safety of communities near critical 
mineral industrial activities; 

(F) to advance economic growth in devel-
oping countries with critical mineral re-
serves, including for the benefit of the citi-
zens of those countries; 

(G) to establish rules allowing for the es-
tablishment of a consortium that is 
resourced and empowered to bid and compete 
in acquiring and securing potential deposits 
of critical minerals in countries that are not 
members of the coalition described in para-
graph (1) (in this subsection referred to as 
‘‘nonmember countries’’); 

(H) to establish a mechanism for joint re-
source mapping with procedures for equi-
table sharing of information on potential de-
posits of critical minerals not less frequently 
than annually; 

(I) to establish appropriate mechanisms for 
the recognition and enforcement by a mem-
ber country of judgments relating to envi-
ronmental and related harms caused by min-
ing operations within such member country 
in contravention of that country’s laws; and 

(J) to improve supply chain security 
among member countries by providing for 
national treatment investment protections 
among those countries that are equal to, or 
better than, the standards in the United 
States model bilateral investment treaty. 

(c) MINERALS SECURITY PARTNERSHIP AU-
THORIZATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
acting through the Under Secretary of State 
for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Envi-
ronment, is authorized to lead United States 
participation in the ‘‘Minerals Security 
Partnership’’, for the following purposes: 

(A) To identify and support investment and 
advocate for commercial critical mineral 
mining, processing, and refining projects 
that enable robust and secure critical min-
eral supply chains, in consultation with 
other Federal agencies, as appropriate. 

(B) To coordinate with relevant regional 
bureaus to develop regional diplomatic en-
gagement strategies related to critical min-
erals projects and to identify projects that 
are priorities. 

(C) To coordinate with United States mis-
sions abroad on projects, programs, and in-
vestments that enable robust and secure 
critical mineral supply chains. 

(D) To coordinate with current and pro-
spective members of the Minerals Security 
Partnership. 

(E) To establish a mechanism for informa-
tion-sharing with members of the Minerals 
Security Partnership. 

(F) To establish policies and procedures, 
and if necessary, to provide funding to facili-
tate cooperation on joint projects with mem-
bers of the Minerals Security Partnership 
and the Mineral Security Forum, including 
those related to cost-sharing agreements, po-
litical risk insurance, financing, equity in-
vestments, and other support, in coordina-

tion with other Federal agencies, as appro-
priate. 

(G) If an agreement described in subsection 
(b) is entered into, to support the establish-
ment of the coalition described in that sub-
section. 

(2) DATABASE.—As part of the Minerals Se-
curity Partnership, the Secretary, acting 
through the Under Secretary, is authorized 
to establish and maintain a database of crit-
ical mineral projects for the purpose of pro-
viding high quality and up-to-date informa-
tion to the private sector in order to spur 
greater investment, increase the resilience 
of global critical minerals supply chains, and 
boost United States supply. 

(3) QUALIFICATIONS FOR PERSONNEL.—With 
respect to staffing personnel to carry out the 
Minerals Security Partnership, the Sec-
retary shall prioritize individuals with the 
following qualifications: 

(A) Substantive knowledge and experience 
in issues related to critical minerals supply 
chain and their application to strategic in-
dustries, including in the defense, energy, 
and technology sectors. 

(B) Substantive knowledge and experience 
in large-scale multi-donor project financing 
and related technical and diplomatic ar-
rangements, international coalition-build-
ing, and project management. 

(C) Substantive knowledge and experience 
in trade and foreign policy, defense-indus-
trial base policy, or national security-sen-
sitive supply chain issues. 

(4) PRIVATE SECTOR COORDINATION.—The 
Secretary of State shall ensure close coordi-
nation between the Department of State, the 
private sector, and relevant civil society 
groups on the implementation of this sub-
section. 

(5) PROJECT SELECTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States, 

through its participation in the Minerals Se-
curity Partnership, shall prioritize projects 
that advance the national and economic se-
curity interests of the United States and al-
lies and partners of the United States. 

(B) CRITERIA REQUIREMENTS.—The United 
States should advocate for the Minerals Se-
curity Partnership to use environmental, so-
cial, or governance standards, including as 
criteria for project selection, that are con-
sistent with United States law or inter-
national agreements approved by Congress. 

(d) UNITED STATES MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL NICKEL STUDY GROUP.— 

(1) UNITED STATES MEMBERSHIP.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to accept the Terms of 
Reference of and maintain membership of 
the United States in the International Nick-
el Study Group (INSG). 

(2) PAYMENTS OF ASSESSED CONTRIBU-
TIONS.—For fiscal year 2024 and thereafter, 
the United States assessed contributions to 
the INSG may be paid from funds appro-
priated for ‘‘Contributions to International 
Organizations’’. 

(e) CRITICAL MINERAL DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘critical mineral’’— 

(1) has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 7002 of the Energy Act of 2020 (30 U.S.C. 
1606); and 

(2) includes any other mineral or mineral 
material determined by the Secretary of 
State— 

(A) to be essential to the economic or na-
tional security of the United States; and 

(B) to have a supply chain vulnerable to 
disruption. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of State $75,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2025 to enhance critical mineral supply 
chain security, including to implement this 
section. 
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SA 3127. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established at 
the Department of State an Office of the 
Chief Economist. 

(b) DUTIES.—The Office will be led by the 
Chief Economist of the Department of State, 
at the Senior Executive Service or equiva-
lent level, and shall be responsible for— 

(1) conducting economic research, col-
lecting and analyzing data, and preparing re-
ports and assessments and policy rec-
ommendations to senior Department leader-
ship on international economic trends, op-
portunities, and challenges and unantici-
pated global developments with economic 
impacts; and 

(2) providing economic analysis to inform 
policy making, including related to— 

(A) international trade and trade policy; 
(B) international macroeconomics and fi-

nance; 
(C) economic development; 
(D) competition and industrial strategy; 
(E) economic sanctions development and 

implementation, and sanctions evasion; and 
(F) capacity building; 
(3) coordinating with allies and partners, 

other relevant agencies, departments, and 
stakeholders on international economic mat-
ters; 

(4) identifying countries vulnerable to PRC 
economic coercion, and analyzing commod-
ities, products, services, and other economic 
linkages of each such country that may be 
vulnerable targets for PRC economic coer-
cion, including examining risk factors such 
as— 

(A) perishability; 
(B) strategic or political value, or to re-

gional or global supply chains; 
(C) proportion of the total export value for 

the exporting country of the product being 
exported to a country engaged in economic 
coercion; 

(D) potential exposure of the product to ar-
bitrary or excessive regulatory, 
phytosanitary, or other safety or inspection 
requirements; and 

(E) reliance of a country on the import of 
such commodities, product, or services; and 

(5) analyzing and monitoring economic 
linkages to identify goods and commodities 
with respect to which United States allies 
and partners may be vulnerable to economic 
coercion that is informed by— 

(A) current market data; 
(B) information, including United States 

intelligence, on economic coercion strate-
gies; 

(C) relevant data from before, during and 
after past instances of economic coercion; 
and 

(D) any other relevant information needed 
to support economic analysis and policy rec-
ommendations, including access to informa-
tion technology systems which integrate and 
synthesize economic and related data. 

(c) PERSONNEL.—In addition to a qualified 
professional Chief Economist, the Secretary 
of State is authorized to employ sufficient 
full-time equivalent individuals to fully exe-
cute the Office of the Chief Economist, in-
cluding— 

(1) a Deputy Chief Economist, who must be 
a qualified professional economist; 

(2) at least four qualified professional 
economists at the GS–15 level; 

(3) a Chief Data Officer; 
(4) a Chief of Staff; 
(5) research economists; 
(6) career members of the foreign service, 

including program support staff; and 
(7) temporary staff, including fellows. 
(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 through 
2029 for the Office for personnel costs, project 
and data services, and limited travel funds. 

SA 3128. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY, 
HUMAN RIGHTS, AND CIVILIAN SE-
CURITY IN HONG KONG. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$5,000,000 for fiscal year 2025 for the Bureau 
of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor of 
the Department of State to promote democ-
racy, human rights, and civilian security in 
Hong Kong. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary of 
State shall designate an office within the 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor to administer and coordinate the pro-
vision of the funds described in subsection 
(a) within the Department of State and 
across the United States Government. 

SA 3129. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT OF 

INTERNET FREEDOM AND CIR-
CUMVENTION TOOLS FOR THE PEO-
PLE OF HONG KONG. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The PRC has repeatedly violated its ob-
ligations under the Joint Declaration by sup-
pressing the basic rights and freedoms of 
Hong Kongers. 

(2) On June 30, 2020, the National People’s 
Congress passed a ‘‘National Security Law’’ 
that further erodes Hong Kong’s autonomy 
and enables authorities to suppress dissent. 

(3) The PRC continues to utilize the Na-
tional Security Law to undermine the funda-
mental rights of the people of Hong Kong 
through suppression of the freedom of 
speech, assembly, religion, and the press. 

(4) Article 9 of the National Security Law 
authorizes unprecedented regulation and su-
pervision of internet activity in Hong Kong, 
including expanded police powers to force 
internet service providers to censor content, 

hand over user information, and block access 
to platforms. 

(5) On January 13, 2021, the Hong Kong 
Broadband Network blocked public access to 
HK Chronicles, a website promoting pro-de-
mocracy viewpoints, under the authorities of 
the National Security Law. 

(6) On February 12, 2021, internet service 
providers blocked Hong Kong users’ access to 
the Taiwan Transitional Justice Commission 
website in Hong Kong. 

(7) Major tech companies, including 
Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, and Google 
have stopped reviewing requests for user 
data from Hong Kong authorities. 

(8) On February 28, 2021, 47 pro-democracy 
activists in Hong Kong were arrested and 
charged under the National Security Law on 
the charge of ‘‘conspiracy to commit subver-
sion’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should— 

(1) support the ability of the people of 
Hong Kong to maintain their freedom to ac-
cess information online; and 

(2) focus on investments in technologies 
that facilitate the unhindered exchange of 
information in Hong Kong in advance of any 
future efforts by the Chinese Communist 
Party— 

(A) to suppress internet access; 
(B) to increase online censorship; or 
(C) to inhibit online communication and 

content-sharing by the people of Hong Kong. 
(c) HONG KONG INTERNET FREEDOM PRO-

GRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

shall establish a Hong Kong Internet Free-
dom Program in the Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor of the Department 
of State which shall include a working group 
dedicated to developing a strategy to bolster 
internet resiliency and online access in Hong 
Kong (in this subsection, the ‘‘Program’’). 
The working group shall consist of— 

(A) the Under Secretary of State for Civil-
ian Security, Democracy, and Human 
Rights; 

(B) the Assistant Secretary of State for 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs; 

(C) the Chief Executive Officer of the 
United States Agency for Global Media; 

(D) the President of the Open Technology 
Fund; 

(E) the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development; and 

(F) the Ambassador-at-large for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy; 

(2) INDEPENDENCE.—During the period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act and ending on September 30, 2027, the 
Program shall be carried out independent 
from internet freedom programs focused on 
the rest of the PRC. 

(3) CONSOLIDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
PROGRAM.—Beginning on October 1, 2026, the 
Secretary of State may— 

(A) consolidate the Program with the 
mainland China initiatives in the Bureau of 
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor; or 

(B) continue to carry out the Program in 
accordance with paragraph (2). 

(d) SUPPORT FOR INTERNET FREEDOM TECH-
NOLOGY PROGRAMS.— 

(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of 
State, working with the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development and the President of the Open 
Technology fund as appropriate, are author-
ized to award grants and contracts to private 
organizations to support and develop pro-
grams in Hong Kong that promote or ex-
pand— 

(A) open, interoperable, reliable, and se-
cure internet; and 

(B) the online exercise of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of individual citizens, 
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activists, human rights defenders, inde-
pendent journalists, civil society organiza-
tions, and marginalized populations in Hong 
Kong. 

(2) GOALS.—The goals of the programs de-
veloped with grants authorized under para-
graph (1) should be— 

(A) to support unrestricted access to the 
internet in Hong Kong; 

(B) to increase the availability of internet 
freedom tools in Hong Kong; 

(C) to scale up the distribution of such 
technologies and tools throughout Hong 
Kong; 

(D) to prioritize the development of tools, 
components, code, and technologies that are 
fully open-source, to the extent practicable; 

(E) to conduct research on repressive tac-
tics that undermine internet freedom in 
Hong Kong; 

(F) to ensure information on digital safety 
is available to human rights defenders, inde-
pendent journalists, civil society organiza-
tions, and marginalized populations in Hong 
Kong; and 

(G) to engage private industry, including e- 
commerce firms and social networking com-
panies, on the importance of preserving un-
restricted internet access in Hong Kong. 

(3) GRANT RECIPIENTS.—Grants authorized 
under this subsection shall be distributed to 
multiple vendors and suppliers through an 
open, fair, competitive, and evidence-based 
decision process— 

(A) to diversify the technical base; and 
(B) to reduce the risk of misuse by bad ac-

tors. 
(4) SECURITY AUDITS.—New technologies de-

veloped using grants authorized under this 
subsection shall undergo comprehensive se-
curity audits to ensure that such tech-
nologies are secure and have not been com-
promised in a manner detrimental to the in-
terests of the United States or to individuals 
or organizations benefitting from programs 
supported by these funds. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) OPEN TECHNOLOGY FUND.—There is au-

thorized to be appropriated to the Open 
Technology Fund $2,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2025 through 2029 to carry out this sec-
tion. This funding is in addition to the funds 
authorized for the Open Technology Fund 
pursuant to section 309A of United States 
International Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 
U.S.C. 6208a). 

(2) BUREAU OF DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, 
AND LABOR.—In addition to the funds author-
ized to be made available pursuant to para-
graph (1), there is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Office of Internet Freedom 
Programs in the Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor of the Department 
of State $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2029 to carry out this section. 

SA 3130. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE UYGHUR 

HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY ACT. 

Section 6(h) of the Uyghur Human Rights 
Policy Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–145; 22 
U.S.C. 6901 note) is amended by striking ‘‘5 
years after’’ and inserting ‘‘10 years after’’. 

SA 3131. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for her-
self and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 1095. PRESERVE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE 

GENERICS AND BIOSIMILARS ACT. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Preserve Access to Affordable 
Generics and Biosimilars Act’’. 

(b) CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS AND DECLARA-
TION OF PURPOSES.— 

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following: 
(A) In 1984, the Drug Price Competition 

and Patent Term Restoration Act (Public 
Law 98–417) (referred to in this Act as the 
‘‘1984 Act’’), was enacted with the intent of 
facilitating the early entry of generic drugs 
while preserving incentives for innovation. 

(B) Prescription drugs make up approxi-
mately 10 percent of the national health care 
spending. 

(C) Initially, the 1984 Act was successful in 
facilitating generic competition to the ben-
efit of consumers and health care payers, al-
though 88 percent of all prescriptions dis-
pensed in the United States are generic 
drugs, they account for only 28 percent of all 
expenditures. 

(D) Generic drugs cost substantially less 
than brand name drugs, with discounts off 
the brand price averaging 80 to 85 percent. 

(E) Federal dollars currently account for 
over 40 percent of the $325,000,000,000 spent on 
retail prescription drugs, and this share is 
expected to rise to 47 percent by 2025. 

(F)(i) In recent years, the intent of the 1984 
Act has been subverted by certain settle-
ment agreements in which brand name com-
panies transfer value to their potential ge-
neric competitors to settle claims that the 
generic company is infringing the branded 
company’s patents. 

(ii) These ‘‘reverse payment’’ settlement 
agreements— 

(I) allow a branded company to share its 
monopoly profits with the generic company 
as a way to protect the branded company’s 
monopoly; and 

(II) have unduly delayed the marketing of 
low-cost generic drugs contrary to free com-
petition, the interests of consumers, and the 
principles underlying antitrust law. 

(iii) Because of the price disparity between 
brand name and generic drugs, such agree-
ments are more profitable for both the brand 
and generic manufacturers than competition 
and will become increasingly common unless 
prohibited. 

(iv) These agreements result in consumers 
losing the benefits that the 1984 Act was in-
tended to provide. 

(G) In 2010, the Biologics Price Competi-
tion and Innovation Act (Public Law 111–148) 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘BPCIA’’), was 
enacted with the intent of facilitating the 
early entry of biosimilar and interchange-
able follow-on versions of branded biological 
products while preserving incentives for in-
novation. 

(H) Biological drugs play an important role 
in treating many serious illnesses, from can-
cers to genetic disorders. They are also ex-
pensive, representing more than 40 percent of 
all prescription drug spending. 

(I) Competition from biosimilar and inter-
changeable biological products promises to 

lower drug costs and increase patient access 
to biological medicines. But ‘‘reverse pay-
ment’’ settlement agreements also threaten 
to delay the entry of biosimilar and inter-
changeable biological products, which would 
undermine the goals of BPCIA. 

(2) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section 
are— 

(A) to enhance competition in the pharma-
ceutical market by stopping anticompetitive 
agreements between brand name and generic 
drug and biosimilar biological product man-
ufacturers that limit, delay, or otherwise 
prevent competition from generic drugs and 
biosimilar biological products; and 

(B) to support the purpose and intent of 
antitrust law by prohibiting anticompetitive 
practices in the pharmaceutical industry 
that harm consumers. 

(c) UNLAWFUL COMPENSATION FOR DELAY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-

mission Act (15 U.S.C. 44 et seq.) is amended 
by inserting after section 26 (15 U.S.C. 57c–2) 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 27. PRESERVING ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE 

GENERICS AND BIOSIMILARS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDING.—The Com-

mission may initiate a proceeding to enforce 
the provisions of this section against the 
parties to any agreement resolving or set-
tling, on a final or interim basis, a patent 
claim, in connection with the sale of a drug 
product or biological product. 

‘‘(2) PRESUMPTION AND VIOLATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), in such a proceeding, an agreement shall 
be presumed to have anticompetitive effects 
and shall be a violation of this section if— 

‘‘(i) an ANDA filer or a biosimilar biologi-
cal product application filer receives any-
thing of value, including an exclusive li-
cense; and 

‘‘(ii) the ANDA filer or biosimilar biologi-
cal product application filer agrees to limit 
or forgo research, development, manufac-
turing, marketing, or sales of the ANDA 
product or biosimilar biological product, as 
applicable, for any period of time. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply if the parties to such agreement 
demonstrate by a preponderance of the evi-
dence that— 

‘‘(i) the value described in subparagraph 
(A)(i) is compensation solely for other goods 
or services that the ANDA filer or biosimilar 
biological product application filer has 
promised to provide; or 

‘‘(ii) the procompetitive benefits of the 
agreement outweigh the anticompetitive ef-
fects of the agreement. 

‘‘(b) EXCLUSIONS.—Nothing in this section 
shall prohibit a resolution or settlement of a 
patent infringement claim in which the con-
sideration that the ANDA filer or biosimilar 
biological product application filer, respec-
tively, receives as part of the resolution or 
settlement includes only one or more of the 
following: 

‘‘(1) The right to market and secure final 
approval in the United States for the ANDA 
product or biosimilar biological product at a 
date, whether certain or contingent, prior to 
the expiration of— 

‘‘(A) any patent that is the basis for the 
patent infringement claim; or 

‘‘(B) any patent right or other statutory 
exclusivity that would prevent the mar-
keting of such ANDA product or biosimilar 
biological product. 

‘‘(2) A payment for reasonable litigation 
expenses not to exceed— 

‘‘(A) for calendar year 2024, $7,500,000; or 
‘‘(B) for calendar year 2025 and each subse-

quent calendar year, the amount determined 
for the preceding calendar year adjusted to 
reflect the percentage increase (if any) in the 
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Producer Price Index for Legal Services pub-
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of 
the Department of Labor for the most recent 
calendar year. 

‘‘(3) A covenant not to sue on any claim 
that the ANDA product or biosimilar biologi-
cal product infringes a United States patent. 

‘‘(c) ENFORCEMENT.— 
‘‘(1) ENFORCEMENT.—A violation of this sec-

tion shall be treated as an unfair method of 
competition under section 5(a)(1). 

‘‘(2) JUDICIAL REVIEW.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any party that is sub-

ject to a final order of the Commission, 
issued in an administrative adjudicative pro-
ceeding under the authority of subsection 
(a)(1), may, within 30 days of the issuance of 
such order, petition for review of such order 
in— 

‘‘(i) the United States Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit; 

‘‘(ii) the United States Court of Appeals for 
the circuit in which the ultimate parent en-
tity, as defined in section 801.1(a)(3) of title 
16, Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor thereto, of the NDA holder or biologi-
cal product license holder is incorporated as 
of the date that the NDA or biological prod-
uct license application, as applicable, is filed 
with the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services; or 

‘‘(iii) the United States Court of Appeals 
for the circuit in which the ultimate parent 
entity of the ANDA filer or biosimilar bio-
logical product application filer is incor-
porated as of the date that the ANDA or bio-
similar biological product application is filed 
with the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

‘‘(B) TREATMENT OF FINDINGS.—In a pro-
ceeding for judicial review of a final order of 
the Commission, the findings of the Commis-
sion as to the facts, if supported by evidence, 
shall be conclusive. 

‘‘(d) ANTITRUST LAWS.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall modify, impair, limit, or supersede 
the applicability of the antitrust laws as de-
fined in subsection (a) of the first section of 
the Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 12(a)), and of sec-
tion 5 of this Act to the extent that section 
5 applies to unfair methods of competition. 
Nothing in this section shall modify, impair, 
limit, or supersede the right of an ANDA 
filer or biosimilar biological product applica-
tion filer to assert claims or counterclaims 
against any person, under the antitrust laws 
or other laws relating to unfair competition. 

‘‘(e) PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(1) FORFEITURE.—Each party that violates 

or assists in the violation of this section 
shall forfeit and pay to the United States a 
civil penalty sufficient to deter violations of 
this section, but in no event greater than 3 
times the value received by the party that is 
reasonably attributable to the violation of 
this section. If no such value has been re-
ceived by the NDA holder, the biological 
product license holder, the ANDA filer, or 
the biosimilar biological product application 
filer, the penalty to the NDA holder, the bio-
logical product license holder, the ANDA 
filer, or the biosimilar biological product ap-
plication filer shall be sufficient to deter vio-
lations, but in no event shall be greater than 
3 times the value given to an ANDA filer or 
biosimilar biological product application 
filer reasonably attributable to the violation 
of this section. Such penalty shall accrue to 
the United States and may be recovered in a 
civil action brought by the Commission, in 
its own name by any of its attorneys des-
ignated by it for such purpose, in a district 
court of the United States against any party 
that violates this section. In such actions, 
the United States district courts are empow-
ered to grant mandatory injunctions and 
such other and further equitable relief as 
they deem appropriate. 

‘‘(2) CEASE AND DESIST.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Commission has 

issued a cease and desist order with respect 
to a party in an administrative adjudicative 
proceeding under the authority of subsection 
(a)(1), an action brought pursuant to para-
graph (1) may be commenced against such 
party at any time before the expiration of 1 
year after such order becomes final pursuant 
to section 5(g). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—In an action under sub-
paragraph (A), the findings of the Commis-
sion as to the material facts in the adminis-
trative adjudicative proceeding with respect 
to the violation of this section by a party 
shall be conclusive unless— 

‘‘(i) the terms of such cease and desist 
order expressly provide that the Commis-
sion’s findings shall not be conclusive; or 

‘‘(ii) the order became final by reason of 
section 5(g)(1), in which case such finding 
shall be conclusive if supported by evidence. 

‘‘(3) CIVIL PENALTY.—In determining the 
amount of the civil penalty described in this 
section, the court shall take into account— 

‘‘(A) the nature, circumstances, extent, 
and gravity of the violation; 

‘‘(B) with respect to the violator, the de-
gree of culpability, any history of violations, 
the ability to pay, any effect on the ability 
to continue doing business, profits earned by 
the NDA holder, the biological product li-
cense holder, the ANDA filer, or the bio-
similar biological product application filer, 
compensation received by the ANDA filer or 
biosimilar biological product application 
filer, and the amount of commerce affected; 
and 

‘‘(C) other matters that justice requires. 
‘‘(4) REMEDIES IN ADDITION.—Remedies pro-

vided in this subsection are in addition to, 
and not in lieu of, any other remedy provided 
by Federal law. Nothing in this section shall 
be construed to limit any authority of the 
Commission under any other provision of 
law. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AGREEMENT.—The term ‘agreement’ 

means anything that would constitute an 
agreement under section 1 of the Sherman 
Act (15 U.S.C. 1) or section 5 of this Act. 

‘‘(2) AGREEMENT RESOLVING OR SETTLING A 
PATENT INFRINGEMENT CLAIM.—The term 
‘agreement resolving or settling a patent in-
fringement claim’ includes any agreement 
that is entered into within 30 days of the res-
olution or the settlement of the claim, or 
any other agreement that is contingent 
upon, provides a contingent condition for, or 
is otherwise related to the resolution or set-
tlement of the claim. 

‘‘(3) ANDA.—The term ‘ANDA’ means an 
abbreviated new drug application filed under 
section 505(j) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(j)) or a new drug 
application submitted pursuant to section 
505(b)(2) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(b)(2)). 

‘‘(4) ANDA FILER.—The term ‘ANDA filer’ 
means a party that owns or controls an 
ANDA filed with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services or has the exclusive rights 
under such ANDA to distribute the ANDA 
product. 

‘‘(5) ANDA PRODUCT.—The term ‘ANDA 
product’ means the product to be manufac-
tured under the ANDA that is the subject of 
the patent infringement claim. 

‘‘(6) BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT.—The term ‘bio-
logical product’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 351(i)(1) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262(i)(1)). 

‘‘(7) BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT LICENSE APPLICA-
TION.—The term ‘biological product license 
application’ means an application under sec-
tion 351(a) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 262(a)). 

‘‘(8) BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT LICENSE HOLDER.— 
The term ‘biological product license holder’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) the holder of an approved biological 
product license application for a biological 
product; 

‘‘(B) a person owning or controlling en-
forcement of any patents that claim the bio-
logical product that is the subject of such 
approved application; or 

‘‘(C) the predecessors, subsidiaries, divi-
sions, groups, and affiliates controlled by, 
controlling, or under common control with 
any of the entities described in subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) (such control to be pre-
sumed by direct or indirect share ownership 
of 50 percent or greater), as well as the li-
censees, licensors, successors, and assigns of 
each of the entities. 

‘‘(9) BIOSIMILAR BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT.—The 
term ‘biosimilar biological product’ means 
the product to be manufactured under the 
biosimilar biological product application 
that is the subject of the patent infringe-
ment claim. 

‘‘(10) BIOSIMILAR BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT AP-
PLICATION.—The term ‘biosimilar biological 
product application’ means an application 
under section 351(k) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262(k)) for licensure of 
a biological product as biosimilar to, or 
interchangeable with, a reference product. 

‘‘(11) BIOSIMILAR BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT AP-
PLICATION FILER.—The term ‘biosimilar bio-
logical product application filer’ means a 
party that owns or controls a biosimilar bio-
logical product application filed with the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services or 
has the exclusive rights under such applica-
tion to distribute the biosimilar biological 
product. 

‘‘(12) DRUG PRODUCT.—The term ‘drug prod-
uct’ has the meaning given such term in sec-
tion 314.3(b) of title 21, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or any successor regulation). 

‘‘(13) MARKET.—The term ‘market’ means 
the promotion, offering for sale, selling, or 
distribution of a drug product. 

‘‘(14) NDA.—The term ‘NDA’ means a new 
drug application filed under section 505(b) of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 355(b)). 

‘‘(15) NDA HOLDER.—The term ‘NDA holder’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) the holder of an approved NDA appli-
cation for a drug product; 

‘‘(B) a person owning or controlling en-
forcement of the patent listed in the Ap-
proved Drug Products With Therapeutic 
Equivalence Evaluations (commonly known 
as the ‘FDA Orange Book’) in connection 
with the NDA; or 

‘‘(C) the predecessors, subsidiaries, divi-
sions, groups, and affiliates controlled by, 
controlling, or under common control with 
any of the entities described in subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) (such control to be pre-
sumed by direct or indirect share ownership 
of 50 percent or greater), as well as the li-
censees, licensors, successors, and assigns of 
each of the entities. 

‘‘(16) PARTY.—The term ‘party’ means any 
person, partnership, corporation, or other 
legal entity. 

‘‘(17) PATENT INFRINGEMENT.—The term 
‘patent infringement’ means infringement of 
any patent or of any filed patent application, 
including any extension, reissue, renewal, di-
vision, continuation, continuation in part, 
reexamination, patent term restoration, pat-
ents of addition, and extensions thereof. 

‘‘(18) PATENT INFRINGEMENT CLAIM.—The 
term ‘patent infringement claim’ means any 
allegation made to an ANDA filer or bio-
similar biological product application filer, 
whether or not included in a complaint filed 
with a court of law, that its ANDA or ANDA 
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product, or biosimilar biological product ap-
plication or biosimilar biological product, 
may infringe any patent held by, or exclu-
sively licensed to, the NDA holder or biologi-
cal product license holder of the drug prod-
uct or biological product, as applicable. 

‘‘(19) STATUTORY EXCLUSIVITY.—The term 
‘statutory exclusivity’ means those prohibi-
tions on the submission or the approval of 
drug applications under clauses (ii) through 
(iv) of section 505(c)(3)(E), clauses (ii) 
through (iv) of section 505(j)(5)(F), section 
527, section 505A, or section 505E of the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
355(c)(3)(E), 360cc, 355a, 355f), or on the sub-
mission or licensing of biological product ap-
plications under section 351(k)(7) or para-
graph (2) or (3) of section 351(m) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262) or under 
section 527 of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360cc).’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 27 of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Act, as added by this 
section, shall apply to all agreements de-
scribed in section 27(a)(1) of that Act entered 
into on or after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(d) CERTIFICATION OF AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) NOTICE OF ALL AGREEMENTS.—Section 

1111(7) of the Medicare Prescription Drug, 
Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 
(21 U.S.C. 355 note) is amended by inserting 
‘‘, or the owner of a patent for which a claim 
of infringement could reasonably be asserted 
against any person for making, using, offer-
ing to sell, selling, or importing into the 
United States a biological product that is 
the subject of a biosimilar biological product 
application’’ before the period at the end. 

(2) CERTIFICATION OF AGREEMENTS.—Section 
1112 of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Im-
provement, and Modernization Act of 2003 (21 
U.S.C. 355 note) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(d) CERTIFICATION.—The Chief Executive 
Officer or the company official responsible 
for negotiating any agreement under sub-
section (a) or (b) that is required to be filed 
under subsection (c), within 30 days after 
such filing, shall execute and file with the 
Assistant Attorney General and the Commis-
sion a certification as follows: ‘I declare that 
the following is true, correct, and complete 
to the best of my knowledge: The materials 
filed with the Federal Trade Commission and 
the Department of Justice under section 1112 
of subtitle B of title XI of the Medicare Pre-
scription Drug, Improvement, and Mod-
ernization Act of 2003, with respect to the 
agreement referenced in this certification— 

‘‘(1) represent the complete, final, and ex-
clusive agreement between the parties; 

‘‘(2) include any ancillary agreements that 
are contingent upon, provide a contingent 
condition for, or are otherwise related to, 
the referenced agreement; and 

‘‘(3) include written descriptions of any 
oral agreements, representations, commit-
ments, or promises between the parties that 
are responsive to subsection (a) or (b) of such 
section 1112 and have not been reduced to 
writing.’ ’’. 

(e) NOTIFICATION OF AGREEMENTS.—Section 
1112 of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Im-
provement, and Modernization Act of 2003 (21 
U.S.C. 355 note), as amended by subsection 
(d)(2), is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An agreement that is re-

quired under subsection (a) or (b) shall in-
clude agreements resolving any outstanding 
disputes, including agreements resolving or 
settling a Patent Trial and Appeal Board 
proceeding. 

‘‘(2) DEFINITION.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A), the term ‘Patent Trial and Appeal 
Board proceeding’ means a proceeding con-

ducted by the Patent Trial and Appeal Board 
of the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, including an inter partes review insti-
tuted under chapter 31 of title 35, United 
States Code, a post-grant review instituted 
under chapter 32 of that title (including a 
proceeding instituted pursuant to the transi-
tional program for covered business method 
patents, as described in section 18 of the 
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act (35 U.S.C. 
321 note)), and a derivation proceeding insti-
tuted under section 135 of that title.’’. 

(f) FORFEITURE OF 180-DAY EXCLUSIVITY PE-
RIOD.—Section 505(j)(5)(D)(i)(V) of the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
355(j)(5)(D)(i)(V)) is amended by inserting 
‘‘section 27 of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act or’’ after ‘‘that the agreement has vio-
lated’’. 

(g) COMMISSION LITIGATION AUTHORITY.— 
Section 16(a)(2) of the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act (15 U.S.C. 56(a)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘or’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (E)— 
(A) by moving the margin 2 ems to the left; 

and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘or’’ after the semicolon; 

and 
(3) inserting after subparagraph (E) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(F) under section 27,’’. 
(h) REPORT ON ADDITIONAL EXCLUSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission shall submit to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives a recommendation, 
and the Commission’s basis for such rec-
ommendation, regarding a potential amend-
ment to include in section 27(b) of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Act (as added by sub-
section (c)) an additional exclusion for con-
sideration granted by an NDA holder to a 
ANDA filer or by a biological product license 
holder to a biosimilar biological product ap-
plication filer as part of the resolution or 
settlement, a release, waiver, or limitation 
of a claim for damages or other monetary re-
lief. 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms 
‘‘ANDA filer’’, ‘‘biological product license 
holder’’, ‘‘biosimilar biological product ap-
plication filer’’, and ‘‘NDA holder’’ have the 
meanings given such terms in section 27(f) of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (as added 
by subsection (c)). 

(i) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—The Federal 
Trade Commission shall commence any en-
forcement proceeding described in section 27 
of the Federal Trade Commission Act, as 
added by subsection (c), except for an action 
described in section 27(e)(2) of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act, not later than 6 
years after the date on which the parties to 
the agreement file the certification under 
section 1112(d) of the Medicare Prescription 
Drug Improvement and Modernization Act of 
2003 (21 U.S.C. 355 note). 

(j) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this 
section, an amendment made by this section, 
or the application of such provision or 
amendment to any person or circumstance is 
held to be unconstitutional, the remainder of 
this section, the amendments made by this 
section, and the application of the provisions 
of such section or amendments to any person 
or circumstance shall not be affected. 

SA 3132. Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, 
Mr. SCHMITT, and Mr. COTTON) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-

struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 318. EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON DIS-

CLOSURE BY DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE CONTRACTORS OF INFORMA-
TION RELATING TO GREENHOUSE 
GAS EMISSIONS. 

Section 318(a)(2) of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Pub-
lic Law 118–31; 10 U.S.C. 4651 note prec.) is 
amended by striking ‘‘one-year’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘two-year’’. 

SA 3133. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XV, add the following: 

Subtitle E—SAFE Orbit Act 
SEC. 1549. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Situa-
tional Awareness of Flying Elements in 
Orbit Act’’ or the ‘‘SAFE Orbit Act’’. 
SEC. 1550. SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS AND 

SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall facilitate safe operations in 
space and encourage the development of 
commercial space capabilities by acquiring 
and disseminating unclassified data, ana-
lytics, information, and services on space ac-
tivities. 

(b) IMMUNITY.—The United States, any 
agencies and instrumentalities thereof, and 
any individuals, firms, corporations, and 
other persons acting for the United States, 
including nongovernmental entities, shall be 
immune from any suit in any court for any 
cause of action arising from the provision or 
receipt of space situational awareness serv-
ices or information, whether or not provided 
in accordance with this section, or any re-
lated action or omission. 

(c) ACQUISITION OF DATA.—The Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Space Commerce 
(established under section 50702(b) of title 51, 
United States Code, as amended by section 
1551) is authorized to acquire— 

(1) data, analytics, information, and serv-
ices, including with respect to— 

(A) location tracking data; 
(B) positional and orbit determination in-

formation; and 
(C) conjunction data messages; and 
(2) such other data, analytics, information, 

and services as the Secretary of Commerce 
determines necessary to avoid collisions of 
space objects. 

(d) DATABASE ON SATELLITE LOCATION AND 
BEHAVIOR.—The Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Space Commerce shall provide ac-
cess for the public, at no charge, a fully up-
dated, unclassified database of information 
concerning space objects and behavior that 
includes— 

(1) the data and information acquired 
under subsection (c), except to the extent 
that such data or information is classified or 
a trade secret (as defined in section 1839 of 
title 18, United States Code); and 
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(2) the provision of basic space situational 

awareness services and space traffic coordi-
nation based on the data referred to in para-
graph (1), including basic analytics, tracking 
calculations, and conjunction data messages. 

(e) BASIC SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 
SERVICES.—The Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Space Commerce— 

(1) shall provide to satellite operators, at 
no charge, basic space situational awareness 
services, including the data, analytics, infor-
mation, and services described in subsection 
(c); 

(2) in carrying out paragraph (1), may not 
compete with private sector space situa-
tional awareness products, to the maximum 
extent practicable; and 

(3) not less frequently than every 3 years, 
shall review the basic space situational 
awareness services described in paragraph (1) 
to ensure that such services provided by the 
Federal Government do not compete with 
space situational awareness services offered 
by the private sector. 

(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR DATA ACQUISITION 
AND DISSEMINATION.—In acquiring data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
section (c) and disseminating data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
sections (d) and (e), the Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce for Space Commerce shall— 

(1) leverage commercial capabilities to the 
maximum extent practicable; 

(2) prioritize the acquisition of data, ana-
lytics, information, and services from com-
mercial industry located in or licensed in the 
United States to supplement data collected 
by United States Government agencies, in-
cluding the Department of Defense and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion; 

(3) appropriately protect proprietary data, 
information, and systems of firms located in 
the United States, including by using appro-
priate infrastructure and cybersecurity 
measures, including measures set forth in 
the most recent version of the Cybersecurity 
Framework, or successor document, main-
tained by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology; 

(4) facilitate the development of standard-
ization and consistency in data reporting, in 
collaboration with satellite owners and oper-
ators, commercial space situational aware-
ness data and service providers, the aca-
demic community, nonprofit organizations, 
and the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology; and 

(5) encourage foreign governments to par-
ticipate in unclassified data sharing arrange-
ments for space situational awareness and 
space traffic coordination. 

(g) OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY.—In 
carrying out the activities required by this 
section, the Secretary of Commerce shall 
enter into such contracts, leases, cooperative 
agreements, or other transactions as may be 
necessary. 
SEC. 1551. OFFICE OF SPACE COMMERCE. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 50701 of title 51, 

United States Code, is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘§ 50701. Definitions 

‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘As-

sistant Secretary’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Space Commerce. 

‘‘(2) BUREAU.—The term ‘Bureau’ means 
the Bureau of Space Commerce established 
under section 50702. 

‘‘(3) ORBITAL DEBRIS.—The term ‘orbital de-
bris’— 

‘‘(A) means— 
‘‘(i) any human-made space object orbiting 

Earth that— 
‘‘(I) no longer serves an intended purpose; 

‘‘(II) has reached the end of its mission; or 
‘‘(III) is incapable of safe maneuver or op-

eration; and 
‘‘(ii) a rocket body and other hardware left 

in orbit as a result of normal launch and 
operational activities; and 

‘‘(B) includes fragmentation debris pro-
duced by failure or collision of human-made 
space objects. 

‘‘(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Commerce. 

‘‘(5) SPACE OBJECT.—The term ‘space ob-
ject’ means any object launched into space 
or created in space robotically or by humans, 
including the component parts of such an ob-
ject. 

‘‘(6) SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The 
term ‘space situational awareness’ means— 

‘‘(A) the identification, characterization, 
tracking, and the predicted movement and 
behavior of space objects and orbital debris; 
and 

‘‘(B) the understanding of the space oper-
ational environment. 

‘‘(7) SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION.—The 
term ‘space traffic coordination’ means the 
planning, assessment, and coordination of 
activities to enhance the safety, stability, 
and sustainability of operations in the space 
environment.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 507 of title 51, United 
States Code, is amended by striking the item 
relating to section 50701 and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘50701. Definitions.’’. 
(b) TRANSITION OF OFFICE TO BUREAU.—Sub-

section (a) of section 50702 of title 51, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting before 
the period at the end the following: ‘‘, which, 
not later than 5 years after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, shall be elevated by 
the Secretary of Commerce from an office 
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration to a bureau reporting 
directly to the Office of the Secretary of 
Commerce’’. 

(c) ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS OF BUREAU.— 
Subsection (c) of such section is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) to perform space situational awareness 

and space traffic management duties pursu-
ant to the SAFE Orbit Act.’’. 

(d) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
FOR SPACE COMMERCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of such sec-
tion is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The Bureau 
shall be headed by the Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Space Commerce, who shall— 

‘‘(1) be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate; 

‘‘(2) report directly to the Secretary of 
Commerce; and 

‘‘(3) have a rate of pay that is equal to the 
rate payable for level IV of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 50702(d) of title 51, United 

States Code, is amended— 
(i) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘DIRECTOR’’ and inserting ‘‘ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY’’; and 

(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘Director’’ and inserting ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’’. 

(B) Section 5315 of title 5, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Assistant Sec-
retaries of Commerce (11)’’ and inserting 
‘‘Assistant Secretaries of Commerce (12)’’. 

(3) REFERENCES.—On and after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, any reference in 
any law or regulation to the Director of the 

Office of Space Commerce shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Space Commerce. 

(e) TRANSITION REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Commerce shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
that sets forth transition and continuity of 
operations plans for the functional and ad-
ministrative transfer of the Office of Space 
Commerce from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration to a bureau re-
porting to the Office of the Secretary of 
Commerce. 

(2) GOAL.—The goal of transition and con-
tinuity of operations planning shall be to 
minimize the cost and administrative burden 
of establishing the Bureau of Space Com-
merce while maximizing the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the functions and respon-
sibilities of the Bureau of Space Commerce, 
in accordance with this section and the 
amendments made by this section. 

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives. 

SA 3134. Mr. CORNYN (for himself 
and Mr. LUJÁN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end title XV, add the following: 
Subtitle E—Licensing Aerospace Units to 

New Commercial Heights Act of 2024 
SEC. 1549. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Licens-
ing Aerospace Units to New Commercial 
Heights Act of 2024’’ or the ‘‘LAUNCH Act’’. 
SEC. 1550. STREAMLINING REGULATIONS RELAT-

ING TO COMMERCIAL SPACE 
LAUNCH AND REENTRY REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

(a) EVALUATION OF IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PART 450.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Transportation (referred to 
in this subtitle as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
evaluate the implementation of part 450 of 
title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (in this 
section referred to as ‘‘part 450’’) and the im-
pacts of part 450 on the commercial 
spaceflight industry. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The evaluation required by 
paragraph (1) shall include an assessment 
of— 

(A) whether increased uncertainty in the 
commercial spaceflight industry has resulted 
from the implementation of part 450; 

(B) whether part 450 has resulted in oper-
ational delays to emerging launch programs; 
and 

(C) whether timelines for reviews have 
changed, including an assessment of the im-
pact of the incremental review process on 
those timelines and the root cause for mul-
tiple reviews, if applicable. 

(3) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 
days after completing the review required by 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
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Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives a report that 
includes— 

(A) the findings of the review; 
(B) recommendations for reducing delays 

and inefficiencies resulting from part 450 
that do not rely solely on additional per-
sonnel or funding; and 

(C) an estimate for a timeline and funding 
for implementing the recommendations de-
scribed in subparagraph (B). 

(b) RULEMAKING COMMITTEE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

sider establishing a Space Transportation 
Rulemaking Committee, comprised of estab-
lished and emerging United States commer-
cial space launch and reentry services pro-
viders (including providers that hold, and 
providers that have applied for but not yet 
received, licenses issued under chapter 509 of 
title 51, United States Code)— 

(A) to facilitate industry participation in 
developing recommendations for amend-
ments to part 450 to address the challenges 
identified in conducting the review required 
by subsection (a) or under paragraph (2) of 
section 50905(d) of title 51, United States 
Code (as added by subsection (d)(3)); and 

(B) to provide a long-term forum for the 
United States commercial spaceflight indus-
try to share perspectives relating to regula-
tions affecting the industry. 

(2) PREVENTION OF DUPLICATIVE EFFORTS.— 
The Secretary shall ensure that a Space 
Transportation Rulemaking Committee es-
tablished under this subsection does not pro-
vide services or make efforts that are dupli-
cative of the services provided and efforts 
made by the Commercial Space Transpor-
tation Advisory Committee. 

(c) ENCOURAGEMENT OF INNOVATION.—The 
Secretary shall, on an ongoing basis, deter-
mine whether any requirements for a license 
issued under chapter 509 of title 51, United 
States Code, can be modified or eliminated 
to encourage innovative new technologies 
and operations. 

(d) MODIFICATIONS TO REQUIREMENTS AND 
PROCEDURES FOR LICENSE APPLICATIONS.— 

(1) CONSIDERATION OF SAFETY RATIONALES 
OF LICENSE APPLICANTS.—Section 50905(a)(2) 
of title 51, United States Code, is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Secretary may’’ inserting 
the following: ‘‘Secretary— 

‘‘(A) may’’; 
(B) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) shall accept a reasonable safety ra-

tionale proposed by an applicant for a license 
under this chapter, including new ap-
proaches, consistent with paragraph (1).’’. 

(2) FACILITATION OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
AND ASSISTANCE TO APPLICANTS.—Section 
50905(a) of title 51, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall assign a licensing team lead to 
each applicant for a license under this chap-
ter to assist the applicant in streamlining 
the process for reviewing and approving the 
license application.’’. 

(3) STREAMLINING OF REVIEW PROCESSES.— 
Section 50905(d) of title 51, United States 
Code, is amended by striking the end period 
and inserting the following: ‘‘, including by— 

‘‘(1) adjudicating determinations with re-
spect to such applications and revisions to 
such determinations in a timely manner as 
part of the incremental review process under 
section 450.33 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or a successor regulation); and 

‘‘(2) eliminating and streamlining duplica-
tive review processes with other agencies, 
particularly relating to the use of Federal 
ranges or requirements to use the assets of 
Federal ranges.’’. 

SEC. 1551. DIRECT HIRE FOR OFFICE OF COM-
MERCIAL SPACE TRANSPORTATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration shall use 
direct hire authorities (as such authorities 
existed on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this Act) to hire individuals on a 
noncompetitive basis for positions related to 
space launch and reentry licensing and per-
mit activities. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less frequently 
than annually, the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration shall submit to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives an annual re-
port on the use of direct hiring authorities 
to fill such positions within the Federal 
Aviation Administration related to commer-
cial space launch and reentry licensing and 
permit activities. 
SEC. 1552. FLIGHT SAFETY ANALYSIS WORK-

FORCE. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 

Congress that— 
(1) flight safety analysis is critical to 

maintaining a high level of public safety for 
commercial space launches from, and reen-
tries to, Federal ranges; 

(2) significant expertise in flight safety 
analysis exists within the Department of De-
fense, the Department of Transportation, 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration; and 

(3) the increasing pace of commercial 
launch and reentries requires greater co-
operation among the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary, and the Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion to support commercial launch and re-
entry activities at Federal ranges. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Administrator of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report that identi-
fies roles, responsibilities, expertise, and 
knowledge that exists within the executive 
branch of the Federal Government relating 
to analysis of flight safety systems for space 
launch and reentry activities. 

(c) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.— 
Upon completion of the report required by 
subsection (b), the Secretary may enter into 
memorandum of understanding with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Administrator of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration to allow Federal range personnel to 
support flight safety analysis required for 
the licensing of commercial space launch 
and reentry activities. 
SEC. 1553. STREAMLINING LICENSING OF PRI-

VATE REMOTE SENSING SPACE SYS-
TEMS. 

(a) CLARIFICATION OF REMOTE SENSING REG-
ULATORY AUTHORITY OVER CERTAIN IMAGING 
SYSTEMS.—Section 60121(a)(2) of title 51, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: ‘‘Instruments deter-
mined by the Secretary in writing to be used 
primarily for mission assurance or other 
technical purposes shall not be considered to 
be conducting remote sensing. Instruments 
used primarily for mission assurance or 
other technical purposes are instruments 
used to support the health of the launch ve-
hicle or the operator’s spacecraft or the safe-
ty of the operator’s space operations, includ-
ing instruments used to support on-board 
self-monitoring for technical assurance, 
flight reliability, spaceflight safety, naviga-
tion, attitude control, separation events, 
payload deployments, or instruments col-
lecting self-images.’’. 

(b) FACILITATION OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
AND ASSISTANCE TO APPLICANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 60121 of title 51, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(A) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) 
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively; and 

(B) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) ASSIGNMENT OF DEDICATED LICENSING 
OFFICER.—The Secretary shall assign a li-
censing officer to oversee the application of 
the applicant for a license under subsection 
(a). The licensing officer shall assist the ap-
plicant by facilitating the application proc-
ess, minimizing license conditions, and expe-
diting the review and approval of the appli-
cation, to the extent authorized by law.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
60122(b)(3) of title 51, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 60121(e)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 60121(f)’’. 

(c) TRANSPARENCY AND EXPEDITIOUS RE-
VIEW OF LICENSES.—In carrying out the au-
thorities under subchapter III of chapter 601 
of title 51, United States Code, the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) provide transparency to and engage-
ment with applicants throughout the licens-
ing process, including by stating with speci-
ficity to the applicant or licensee what basis 
caused the tiering determination of the li-
cense; 

(2) minimize the timelines for review of 
commercial remote sensing licensing appli-
cations; and 

(3) not less frequently than annually, re-
evaluate the criteria for the tiering of sat-
ellite systems, with a goal of expeditiously 
recategorizing Tier 3 systems to a lower tier 
without temporary license conditions. 
SEC. 1554. GAO REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate and the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the policies, regula-
tions, and practices of the Department of 
Commerce (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Department’’) with respect to the private 
remote sensing space industry. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An assessment of the extent to which 
such licensing policies, regulations, and 
practices of the Department promote or in-
hibit a robust domestic private remote sens-
ing industry, including any restrictions that 
impede innovative remote sensing capabili-
ties. 

(2) Recommendations on changes to poli-
cies, regulations, and practices for consider-
ation by the Secretary of Commerce to pro-
mote United States industry leadership in 
private remote sensing capabilities, includ-
ing recommendations for— 

(A) determining whether the costs to in-
dustry outweigh the benefits of conducting 
on-site ground station visits, and possible al-
ternatives to ensuring compliance; 

(B) assessing the information in a license 
application that should be treated as a mate-
rial fact and the justification for such treat-
ment; 

(C) incorporating industry feedback into 
Department policies, regulations, and prac-
tices; and 

(D) increasing Department transparency 
by— 

(i) ensuring the wide dissemination of De-
partment guidance; 

(ii) providing clear application instruc-
tions; and 

(iii) establishing written precedent of De-
partment actions. 

SA 3135. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself 
and Mr. BARRASSO) submitted an 
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amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 

DIVISION E—EXPANDING PUBLIC LANDS 
OUTDOOR RECREATION EXPERIENCES 

SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Expand-

ing Public Lands Outdoor Recreation Experi-
ences Act’’ or the ‘‘EXPLORE Act’’. 
SEC. 5002. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY.— 

The term ‘‘Federal land management agen-
cy’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 802 of the Federal Lands Recreation En-
hancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801). 

(2) FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS AND 
WATERS.—The term ‘‘Federal recreational 
lands and waters’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 802 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 
6801). 

(3) GATEWAY COMMUNITY.—The term ‘‘gate-
way community’’ means a community that 
serves as an entry point, or is adjacent, to a 
recreation destination on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters or non-Federal 
land at which there is consistently high, in 
the determination of the Secretaries, sea-
sonal or year-round visitation. 

(4) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 4 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304). 

(5) LAND USE PLAN.—The term ‘‘land use 
plan’’ means— 

(A) a land use plan prepared by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 202 of the Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 
U.S.C. 1712); and 

(B) a land management plan prepared by 
the Forest Service for a unit of the National 
Forest System pursuant to section 6 of the 
Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604). 

(6) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’’ 
means each of— 

(A) the Secretary; and 
(B) the Secretary of Agriculture. 
(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(8) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-

retary concerned’’ means— 
(A) the Secretary, with respect to land 

under the jurisdiction of the Secretary; or 
(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-

spect to land managed by the Forest Service. 
(9) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 

of the several States, the District of Colum-
bia, and each territory of the United States. 

TITLE I—OUTDOOR RECREATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

Subtitle A—Outdoor Recreation Policy 
SEC. 5111. CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF 

POLICY. 
Congress declares that it is the policy of 

the Federal Government to foster and en-
courage recreation on Federal recreational 
lands and waters, to the extent consistent 
with the laws applicable to specific areas of 
Federal recreational lands and waters, in-
cluding multiple-use mandates and land 
management planning requirements. 
SEC. 5112. IDENTIFYING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

RECREATION. 
(a) INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 
shall— 

(A) conduct an inventory and assessment 
of recreation resources for Federal rec-
reational lands and waters; 

(B) provide opportunity for public com-
ment during the development of the inven-
tory and assessment of recreation resources 
under subparagraph (A); and 

(C) update the inventory and assessment as 
the Secretary concerned determines appro-
priate. 

(2) UNIQUE RECREATION VALUES.—An inven-
tory and assessment conducted under para-
graph (1) shall— 

(A) recognize— 
(i) any unique recreation values and recre-

ation opportunities; and 
(ii) areas of concentrated recreational use; 
(B) identify, list, and map recreation re-

sources by— 
(i) type of recreation opportunity and type 

of natural or artificial recreation infrastruc-
ture; and 

(ii) to the extent available, the level of use 
of the recreation resource as of the date of 
the inventory; and 

(C) identify, to the extent practicable, any 
trend relating to recreation opportunities or 
use at a recreation resource identified under 
subparagraph (A). 

(3) ASSESSMENTS.—For any recreation re-
source inventoried under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary concerned shall assess— 

(A) the routine and deferred maintenance 
needs of, and expenses necessary to admin-
ister, the recreation resource; and 

(B) the suitability for developing, expand-
ing, or enhancing the recreation resource. 

(b) EXISTING EFFORTS.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary concerned shall use or 
incorporate existing applicable research and 
planning decisions and processes in carrying 
out this section. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
200103 of title 54, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (d); and 
(2) by redesignating subsections (e), (f), (g), 

(h), and (i) as subsections (d), (e), (f), (g), and 
(h), respectively. 
SEC. 5113. FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON 

OUTDOOR RECREATION. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 200102 of title 54, 

United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 

as paragraphs (4) and (5) respectively; and 
(2) by inserting before paragraph (4), as so 

redesignated, the following: 
‘‘(1) COUNCIL.—The term ‘Council’ means 

the Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor 
Recreation established under section 200104. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL LAND AND WATER MANAGE-
MENT AGENCY.—The term ‘Federal land and 
water management agency’ means the Na-
tional Park Service, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Rec-
lamation, Forest Service, Corps of Engi-
neers, and the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. 

‘‘(3) FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS AND 
WATERS.—The term ‘Federal recreational 
lands and waters’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 802 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) 
and also includes Federal lands and waters 
managed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Corps of Engineers, or National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.’’. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNCIL.—Section 
200104 of title 54, United States Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘§ 200104. Federal Interagency Council on 

Outdoor Recreation 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish an interagency council, to be 

known as the ‘Federal Interagency Council 
on Outdoor Recreation’. 

‘‘(b) COMPOSITION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall be 

composed of representatives of each Federal 
land and water management agency, to be 
appointed by the head of the respective agen-
cy. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANTS.—In addition 
to the members of the Council appointed 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary may in-
vite participation in the Council’s meetings 
or other activities from representatives of 
the following: 

‘‘(A) The Council on Environmental Qual-
ity. 

‘‘(B) The Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 

‘‘(C) Rural development programs of the 
Department of Agriculture. 

‘‘(D) The National Center for Chronic Dis-
ease Prevention and Health Promotion. 

‘‘(E) The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. 

‘‘(F) The Department of Transportation, 
including the Federal Highway Administra-
tion. 

‘‘(G) The Tennessee Valley Authority. 
‘‘(H) The Department of Commerce, includ-

ing— 
‘‘(i) the Bureau of Economic Analysis; 
‘‘(ii) the National Travel and Tourism Of-

fice; and 
‘‘(iii) the Economic Development Adminis-

tration. 
‘‘(I) The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-

mission. 
‘‘(J) An applicable State agency or office. 
‘‘(K) An applicable agency or office of a 

local government. 
‘‘(L) Other organizations or interests, as 

determined appropriate by the Secretary. 
‘‘(3) STATE COORDINATION.—In determining 

additional participants under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall seek to ensure 
that States are invited and represented in 
the Council’s meetings or other activities. 

‘‘(4) LEADERSHIP.—The leadership of the 
Council shall rotate every 2 years among the 
Council members appointed under paragraph 
(1), or as otherwise determined by the Sec-
retary in consultation with the Secretaries 
of Agriculture, Defense, and Commerce. 

‘‘(5) FUNDING.—Notwithstanding section 708 
of title VII of division E of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117– 
328), the Council members appointed under 
paragraph (1) may enter into agreements to 
share the management and operational costs 
of the Council. 

‘‘(c) COORDINATION.—The Council shall 
meet as frequently as appropriate for the 
purposes of coordinating on issues related to 
outdoor recreation, including— 

‘‘(1) recreation programs and management 
policies across Federal land and water man-
agement agencies, including activities asso-
ciated with the implementation of the Fed-
eral Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 
U.S.C. 6801 et seq.), as appropriate; 

‘‘(2) the response by Federal land and 
water management agencies to public health 
emergencies or other emergencies, including 
those that result in disruptions to, or clo-
sures of, Federal recreational lands and 
waters; 

‘‘(3) the expenditure of funds relating to 
outdoor recreation on Federal recreational 
lands and waters, including funds made 
available under section 40804(b)(7) of the In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act (16 
U.S.C. 6592a(b)(7)); 

‘‘(4) management of emerging technologies 
on Federal recreational lands and waters; 

‘‘(5) research activities, including quanti-
fying the economic impacts of recreation; 

‘‘(6) dissemination to the public of outdoor 
recreation-related information, in a manner 
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that ensures the recreation-related informa-
tion is easily accessible with modern com-
munication devices; 

‘‘(7) the improvement of access to Federal 
recreational lands and waters; 

‘‘(8) the identification and engagement of 
partners outside the Federal Government— 

‘‘(A) to promote outdoor recreation; 
‘‘(B) to facilitate collaborative manage-

ment of outdoor recreation; and 
‘‘(C) to provide additional resources relat-

ing to enhancing outdoor recreation opportu-
nities; and 

‘‘(9) any other outdoor recreation-related 
issues that the Council determines nec-
essary. 

‘‘(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section af-
fects the authorities, regulations, or policies 
of a Federal land and water management 
agency or any Federal agency described in 
subsection (b)(2).’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 2001 of title 54, United 
States Code, is amended by striking the item 
relating to section 200104 and inserting the 
following: 
‘‘200104. Federal Interagency Council on Out-

door Recreation’’. 
SEC. 5114. RECREATION BUDGET CROSSCUT. 

Not later than 30 days after the end of each 
fiscal year, beginning with fiscal year 2025, 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget shall submit to Congress and 
make public online a report that describes 
and itemizes the total amount of funding re-
lating to outdoor recreation that was obli-
gated in the preceding fiscal year in ac-
counts in the Treasury for the Department 
of the Interior and the Department of Agri-
culture. 

Subtitle B—Public Recreation on Federal 
Recreational Lands and Waters 

SEC. 5121. BIKING ON LONG-DISTANCE TRAILS. 
(a) IDENTIFICATION OF LONG-DISTANCE 

TRAILS.—Not later than 18 months after the 
date of the enactment of this title, the Sec-
retaries shall identify— 

(1) not fewer than 10 long-distance bike 
trails that make use of trails and roads in 
existence on the date of the enactment of 
this title; and 

(2) not fewer than 10 areas in which there 
is an opportunity to develop or complete a 
trail that would qualify as a long-distance 
bike trail. 

(b) PUBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretaries 
shall— 

(1) develop a process to allow members of 
the public to comment regarding the identi-
fication of trails and areas under subsection 
(a); and 

(2) consider the identification, develop-
ment, and completion of long-distance bike 
trails in a geographically equitable manner. 

(c) MAPS, SIGNAGE, AND PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIALS.—For any long-distance bike trail 
identified under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary concerned may— 

(1) publish and distribute maps, install 
signage, and issue promotional materials; 

(2) coordinate with stakeholders to lever-
age any non-Federal resources necessary for 
the stewardship, development, or completion 
of trails; and 

(3) partner with interested organizations to 
promote trails identified in the report pub-
lished under subsection (d). 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of the enactment of this title, the 
Secretaries, shall prepare and publish a re-
port that lists the trails identified under 
subsection (a), including a summary of pub-
lic comments received in accordance with 
the process developed under subsection (b). 

(e) CONFLICT AVOIDANCE WITH OTHER 
USES.—Before identifying a long-distance 
bike trail under subsection (a), the Secretary 

concerned shall ensure the long-distance 
bike trail— 

(1) minimizes conflict with— 
(A) the uses, before the date of the enact-

ment of this title, of any trail or road that 
is part of that long-distance bike trail; and 

(B) multiple-use areas where biking, hik-
ing, horseback riding, or use by pack and 
saddle stock are existing uses on the date of 
the enactment of this title; 

(2) would not conflict with— 
(A) the purposes for which any trail was or 

is established under the National Trails Sys-
tem Act (16 U.S.C. 1241 et seq.); and 

(B) a wilderness area established under the 
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.); and 

(3) complies with land use and manage-
ment plans of the Federal recreational lands 
that are part of that long-distance bike trail. 

(f) EMINENT DOMAIN OR CONDEMNATION.—In 
carrying out this section, the Secretaries 
may not use eminent domain or condemna-
tion. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) LONG-DISTANCE BIKE TRAIL.—The term 

‘‘long-distance bike trail’’ means a contin-
uous route, consisting of 1 or more trails or 
rights-of-way, that— 

(A) is not less than 80 miles in length; 
(B) primarily makes use of dirt or natural 

surface trails, including crushed stone or 
gravel; 

(C) may require connections along paved or 
other improved roads; 

(D) does not include Federal recreational 
lands where biking or related activities are 
not consistent with management require-
ments for those Federal recreational lands; 
and 

(E) to the maximum extent practicable, 
makes use of trails and roads that were on 
Federal recreational lands on or before the 
date of the enactment of this title. 

(2) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture, acting jointly. 
SEC. 5122. ROCK CLIMBING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
each Secretary concerned shall issue guid-
ance for recreational climbing activities on 
Federal recreational lands. 

(b) APPLICABLE LAW.—The guidance issued 
under subsection (a) shall ensure that rec-
reational climbing activities comply with 
the laws (including regulations) applicable 
to the Federal recreational lands. 

(c) WILDERNESS AREAS.—The guidance 
issued under subsection (a) shall recognize 
that recreational climbing (including the 
use, placement, and maintenance of fixed an-
chors, where necessary for safety) is an ap-
propriate use within a component of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System, if 
undertaken— 

(1) in accordance with the Wilderness Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) and other applicable 
laws (including regulations); and 

(2) subject to any terms and conditions de-
termined by the Secretary concerned to be 
appropriate. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION.—The guidance issued 
under subsection (a) shall describe the re-
quirements, if any, for the placement and 
maintenance of fixed anchors for rec-
reational climbing in a component of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System, in-
cluding any terms and conditions determined 
by the Secretary concerned to be appro-
priate, which may be issued program-
matically or on a case-by-case basis. 

(e) EXISTING ROUTES.—The guidance issued 
under subsection (a) shall include direction 
providing for the continued use and mainte-
nance of recreational climbing routes (in-
cluding fixed anchors along the routes) in ex-
istence as of the date of the enactment of 

this title, in accordance with this section 
and applicable laws (including regulations) 
and agency management plans. 

(f) PUBLIC COMMENT.—Before finalizing the 
guidance issued under subsection (a), the 
Secretary concerned shall provide opportuni-
ties for public comment with respect to the 
guidance. 
SEC. 5123. RANGE ACCESS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF TARGET SHOOTING 
RANGE.—In this section, the term ‘‘target 
shooting range’’ means a developed and man-
aged area that is authorized or operated by 
the Forest Service, a concessioner of the 
Forest Service, or the Bureau of Land Man-
agement (or its lessee) specifically for the 
purposeful discharge by the public of legal 
firearms, firearms training, archery, or other 
associated activities. 

(b) ASSESSMENT; IDENTIFICATION OF TARGET 
SHOOTING RANGE LOCATIONS.— 

(1) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretary concerned shall make avail-
able to the public a list that— 

(A) identifies each National Forest and 
each Bureau of Land Management district 
that has a target shooting range that meets 
the requirements described in paragraph 
(3)(B); 

(B) identifies each National Forest and 
each Bureau of Land Management district 
that does not have a target shooting range 
that meets the requirements described in 
paragraph (3)(B); and 

(C) for each National Forest and each Bu-
reau of Land Management district identified 
under subparagraph (B), provides a deter-
mination of whether applicable law or the 
applicable land use plan prevents the estab-
lishment of a target shooting range that 
meets the requirements described in para-
graph (3)(B). 

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF TARGET SHOOTING 
RANGE LOCATIONS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 
shall identify at least 1 suitable location for 
a target shooting range that meets the re-
quirements described in paragraph (3)(B) 
within each National Forest and each Bu-
reau of Land Management district with re-
spect to which the Secretary concerned has 
determined under paragraph (1)(C) that the 
establishment of a target shooting range is 
not prevented by applicable law or the appli-
cable land use plan. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretaries, in 
consultation with the entities described in 
subsection (d), shall, for purposes of identi-
fying a suitable location for a target shoot-
ing range under subparagraph (A)— 

(i) consider the proximity of areas fre-
quently used by recreational shooters; 

(ii) ensure that the target shooting range 
would not adversely impact a shooting range 
operated on non-Federal land; and 

(iii) consider other nearby uses, including 
recreational uses and proximity to units of 
the National Park System, to minimize po-
tential conflict and prioritize visitor safety. 

(3) ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW TARGET SHOOT-
ING RANGES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
at 1 or more suitable locations identified on 
each eligible National Forest and Bureau of 
Land Management district under paragraph 
(2)(A), the Secretary concerned shall— 

(i) subject to the availability of appropria-
tions for such purpose, construct a target 
shooting range that meets the requirements 
described in subparagraph (B) or modify an 
existing target shooting range to meet the 
requirements described in subparagraph (B); 
or 

(ii) enter into an agreement with an entity 
described in subsection (d)(1), under which 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5447 July 24, 2024 
the entity shall establish or maintain a tar-
get shooting range that meets the require-
ments described in subparagraph (B). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—A target shooting 
range established under this paragraph— 

(i)(I) shall be able to accommodate rifles 
and pistols; 

(II) may include skeet, trap, or sporting 
clay infrastructure; and 

(III) may accommodate archery; 
(ii) shall include appropriate public safety 

designs and features, including— 
(I) significantly modified landscapes, in-

cluding berms, buffer distances, or other 
public safety designs or features; and 

(II) a designated firing line; and 
(iii) may include— 
(I) shade structures; 
(II) trash containers; 
(III) restrooms; 
(IV) benches; and 
(V) any other features that the Secretary 

concerned determines to be necessary. 
(C) RECREATION AND PUBLIC PURPOSES 

ACT.—For purposes of subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary concerned may consider a target 
shooting range that is located on land trans-
ferred or leased pursuant to the Act of June 
14, 1926 (commonly known as the ‘‘Recre-
ation and Public Purposes Act’’) (44 Stat. 741, 
chapter 578; 43 U.S.C. 869 et seq.), as a target 
shooting range that meets the requirements 
described in subparagraph (B). 

(c) RESTRICTIONS.— 
(1) MANAGEMENT.—The management of a 

target shooting range shall be subject to 
such conditions as the Secretary concerned 
determines are necessary for the safe, re-
sponsible use of— 

(A) the target shooting range; and 
(B) the adjacent land and resources. 
(2) CLOSURES.—Except in emergency situa-

tions, the Secretary concerned shall seek to 
ensure that a target shooting range that 
meets the requirements described in sub-
section (b)(3)(B), or an equivalent shooting 
range adjacent to a National Forest or Bu-
reau of Land Management district, is avail-
able to the public prior to closing Federal 
recreational lands and waters administered 
by the Secretary concerned to recreational 
shooting, in accordance with section 4103 of 
the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Man-
agement, and Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. 7913). 

(d) COORDINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sec-

tion, the Secretaries shall coordinate with— 
(A) State, Tribal, and local governments; 
(B) nonprofit or nongovernmental organi-

zations, including organizations that are sig-
natories to the memorandum of under-
standing entitled ‘‘Federal Lands Hunting, 
Fishing, and Shooting Sports Roundtable 
Memorandum of Understanding’’ and signed 
by the Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management on August 17, 2006; 

(C) shooting clubs; 
(D) Federal advisory councils relating to 

hunting and shooting sports; 
(E) individuals or entities with authorized 

leases or permits in an area under consider-
ation for a target shooting range; and 

(F) private landowners adjacent to a target 
shooting range. 

(2) PARTNERSHIPS.—The Secretaries may— 
(A) coordinate with an entity described in 

paragraph (1) to assist with the construction, 
modification, operation, or maintenance of a 
target shooting range; and 

(B) explore opportunities to leverage fund-
ing to maximize non-Federal investment in 
the construction, modification, operation, or 
maintenance of a target shooting range. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
title and annually thereafter through fiscal 
year 2033, the Secretaries shall submit to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

of the Senate and the Committee on Natural 
Resources of the House of Representatives a 
report describing the progress made with re-
spect to the implementation of this section. 

(f) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion affects the authority of the Secretary 
concerned to administer a target shooting 
range that is in addition to the target shoot-
ing ranges that meet the requirements de-
scribed in subsection (b)(3)(B) on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters administered by 
the Secretary concerned. 
SEC. 5124. RESTORATION OF OVERNIGHT CAMP-

SITES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) RECREATION AREA.—The term ‘‘Recre-

ation Area’’ means the recreation area and 
grounds associated with the recreation area 
on the map entitled ‘‘Ouachita National For-
est Camping Restoration’’ and dated Novem-
ber 30, 2023, on file with the Forest Service. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
(1) not later than 6 months after the date 

of the enactment of this title, identify 54 
areas within the Recreation Area that may 
be suitable for overnight camping; and 

(2) not later than 2 years after the date of 
the enactment of this title— 

(A) review each area identified under para-
graph (1); and 

(B) from the areas so identified, select and 
establish at least 27 campsites and related 
facilities within the Recreation Area for pub-
lic use. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO CAMPSITES 
AND RELATED FACILITIES.—The Secretary 
shall— 

(1) ensure that at least 27 campsites are 
available under subsection (b), of which not 
less than 8 shall have electric and water 
hookups; and 

(2) ensure that each campsite and related 
facility identified or established under sub-
section (b) is located outside of the 1 percent 
annual exceedance probability flood ele-
vation. 

(d) REOPENING OF CERTAIN SITES.—Not 
later than 30 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this title, the Secretary shall open 
each campsite within the Recreation Area 
that— 

(1) exists on the date of the enactment of 
this title; 

(2) is located outside of the 1 percent an-
nual exceedance probability flood elevation; 

(3) was in operation on June 1, 2010; and 
(4) would not interfere with any current (as 

of the date of the enactment of this title) 
day use areas. 

(e) DAY USE AREAS.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretary shall take such actions as are 
necessary to rehabilitate and make publicly 
accessible the areas in the Recreation Area 
identified for year-round day use, including 
the following: 

(1) Loop A. 
(2) Loop B. 
(3) The covered, large-group picnic pavilion 

in Loop D. 
(4) The parking lot in Loop D. 

SEC. 5125. FEDERAL INTERIOR LAND MEDIA. 
(a) FILMING IN NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

UNITS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1009 of title 54, 

United States Code, is amended by striking 
section 100905 and inserting the following: 
‘‘§ 100905. Filming and still photography in 

System units 
‘‘(a) FILMING AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHY.— 
‘‘(1) PERMITS FOR FILMING OR STILL PHOTOG-

RAPHY ACTIVITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, for 

a filming or still photography activity or 
similar project in a System unit (referred to 

in this section as a ‘filming or still photog-
raphy activity’)— 

‘‘(i) except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
require an authorization or permit; and 

‘‘(ii) if an authorization or permit is 
issued, assess a reasonable fee, as described 
in subsection (b)(1). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary shall not 
require an authorization or a permit or as-
sess a fee for a filming or still photography 
activity that— 

‘‘(i) does not substantially impede or in-
trude on the experience of other visitors to 
the applicable System unit; 

‘‘(ii) does not, except as otherwise author-
ized, materially disturb or negatively im-
pact— 

‘‘(I) a natural resource, as that term is de-
fined in section 300.5 of title 40, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on the date of 
enactment of the EXPLORE Act); 

‘‘(II) a cultural resource; or 
‘‘(III) an environmental, scientific, his-

toric, or scenic value; 
‘‘(iii) occurs at a location in which the pub-

lic is allowed; 
‘‘(iv) does not require the exclusive use of 

a site or area; 
‘‘(v) does not involve a set or staging or 

lighting equipment unless the equipment is 
carriable by hand (such as a tripod, 
monopod, or handheld lighting equipment); 

‘‘(vi) is conducted in a manner consistent 
with visitor use policies, practices, and regu-
lations applicable to the applicable System 
unit; 

‘‘(vii) does not result in additional admin-
istrative costs incurred by the Secretary for 
providing on-site management and oversight 
to protect agency resources or minimize vis-
itor use conflicts; 

‘‘(viii) is conducted in a manner that is 
consistent with other applicable Federal, 
State (as defined in section 5002 of the EX-
PLORE Act), and local laws (including regu-
lations), including laws relating to the use of 
unmanned aerial equipment; and 

‘‘(ix) does not impede the management and 
staff operations in the applicable System 
unit. 

‘‘(C) NO FILMING OR PHOTOGRAPHY AUTHOR-
IZED.—The Secretary shall not issue an au-
thorization or permit for a filming or still 
photography activity if the Secretary deter-
mines that the filming or still photography 
activity— 

‘‘(i) would cause resource damage in the 
applicable System unit; 

‘‘(ii) would cause an unreasonable disrup-
tion of the use and enjoyment by the public 
of the applicable System unit; 

‘‘(iii) would pose a health or safety risk to 
the public; or 

‘‘(iv) would cause unreasonable disruption 
of the use of, operations on, or access to the 
applicable System unit by Federal land man-
agement agencies, volunteers, contractors, 
partners, or land use authorization holders. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(A) PERMITS REQUESTED THOUGH NOT RE-

QUIRED.—On the request of a person intend-
ing to carry out a filming or still photog-
raphy activity, the Secretary may issue an 
authorization or permit for the filming or 
still photography activity, even if an author-
ization or permit is not required under this 
section. 

‘‘(B) FILMING AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHY AT 
AUTHORIZED EVENTS.—A filming or still pho-
tography activity at an activity or event 
that is authorized under a special event per-
mit and conducted by the permittee or a per-
son affiliated with the permittee, including a 
wedding, engagement party, family reunion, 
photography-club outing, or celebration of a 
graduate, shall not require a separate film-
ing or still photography authorization or 
permit under this section. 
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‘‘(C) MONETARY COMPENSATION.—The Sec-

retary shall not consider whether a person 
conducting a filming or still photography ac-
tivity would receive monetary compensation 
for the filming or still photography activity 
in determining whether the filming or still 
photography activity is authorized or re-
quires an authorization or permit under this 
section. 

‘‘(D) NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS.—For pur-
poses of determining whether a filming or 
still photography activity conforms with the 
criteria described in subparagraph (B) or (C) 
of paragraph (1), the number of individuals 
participating in the activity shall not be the 
sole consideration of the Secretary. 

‘‘(E) APPLICATION OF OTHER LAWS.—The 
Secretary shall ensure that a filming or still 
photography activity and any necessary au-
thorizing or permitting for a filming or still 
photography activity are carried out in a 
manner consistent with the management 
plan of the applicable System unit and the 
laws and policies applicable to the Service. 

‘‘(3) PROCESSING OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish a process to ensure that the Sec-
retary responds in a timely manner to an ap-
plication required under paragraph (1), in-
cluding a process to respond rapidly to re-
quests related to breaking news events. 

‘‘(B) COORDINATION.—If one or more author-
izations or permits are required under this 
section for 2 or more Federal agencies or 
Federal land management units and System 
units, the Secretary and the head of any 
other applicable Federal agency, as applica-
ble, shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, coordinate authorization and permit 
processing procedures, including through the 
use of identifying a lead agency or lead Fed-
eral land management unit or System unit— 

‘‘(i) to review the application for the au-
thorization or permits; 

‘‘(ii) to issue the authorization or permits; 
and 

‘‘(iii) to collect any required fees and re-
covery costs under subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) FEES AND RECOVERY COSTS.— 
‘‘(1) FEES.—The reasonable fees referred to 

in paragraphs (1)(A) and (3)(B) of subsection 
(a) shall be assessed based on— 

‘‘(A) the number of days required for the 
filming or still photography activity within 
the System unit; 

‘‘(B) the size of the film or still photog-
raphy crew present in the System unit; 

‘‘(C) the quantity and type of film or still 
photography equipment present in the Sys-
tem unit; and 

‘‘(D) any other factors that the Secretary 
determines to be necessary to provide a fair 
return to the United States. 

‘‘(2) RECOVERY OF COSTS.—For any author-
ization or permit issued under subsection (a), 
and in addition to any fee assessed in accord-
ance with paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 
collect from the applicant for the applicable 
authorization or permit any costs incurred 
by the Secretary for the permit, including— 

‘‘(A) the costs of the review or issuance of 
the authorization or permit; and 

‘‘(B) related administrative and personnel 
costs. 

‘‘(3) USE OF PROCEEDS.— 
‘‘(A) FEES.—All fees collected under this 

section shall— 
‘‘(i) be available for expenditure by the 

Secretary, without further appropriation; 
and 

‘‘(ii) remain available until expended. 
‘‘(B) COSTS.—All costs recovered under 

paragraph (2)(A) shall— 
‘‘(i) be available for expenditure by the 

Secretary, without further appropriation, at 
the System unit at which the costs are col-
lected; and 

‘‘(ii) remain available until expended. 

‘‘(c) CIVIL PENALTY.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of the EX-
PLORE Act the Secretary shall issue guid-
ance that establishes a civil penalty for fail-
ing to obtain an authorization or permit as 
required under subsection (a)(1).’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 1009 of title 54, United 
States Code, is amended by striking the item 
relating to section 100905 and inserting the 
following: 
‘‘100905. Filming and still photography in 

System units.’’. 
(b) FILMING ON OTHER FEDERAL LAND.— 

Public Law 106–206 (16 U.S.C. 460l–6d) is 
amended by striking section 1 and inserting 
the following: 
‘‘SECTION 1. FILMING AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHY. 

‘‘(a) FILMING AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHY.— 
‘‘(1) PERMITS FOR FILMING OR STILL PHOTOG-

RAPHY ACTIVITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary con-

cerned may, for a filming or still photog-
raphy activity or similar project in a Federal 
land management unit under the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary concerned (referred to in 
this section as a ‘filming or still photog-
raphy activity’)— 

‘‘(i) except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
require an authorization or permit; and 

‘‘(ii) if an authorization or permit is 
issued, assess a reasonable fee, as described 
in subsection (b)(1). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall not require an authorization or 
a permit or assess a fee for a filming or still 
photography activity that— 

‘‘(i) does not substantially impede or in-
trude on the experience of other visitors to 
the applicable Federal land management 
unit; 

‘‘(ii) does not, except as otherwise author-
ized, materially disturb or negatively im-
pact— 

‘‘(I) a natural resource, as that term is de-
fined in section 300.5 of title 40, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on the date of 
enactment of the EXPLORE Act); 

‘‘(II) a cultural resource; or 
‘‘(III) an environmental, scientific, his-

toric, or scenic value; 
‘‘(iii) occurs at a location in which the pub-

lic is allowed; 
‘‘(iv) does not require the exclusive use of 

a site or area; 
‘‘(v) does not involve a set or staging or 

lighting equipment unless the equipment is 
carriable by hand (such as a tripod, 
monopod, or handheld lighting equipment); 

‘‘(vi) is conducted in a manner consistent 
with visitor use policies, practices, and regu-
lations applicable to the applicable Federal 
land management unit; 

‘‘(vii) does not result in additional admin-
istrative costs incurred by the Secretary 
concerned for providing on-site management 
and oversight to protect agency resources or 
minimize visitor use conflicts; 

‘‘(viii) is conducted in a manner that is 
consistent with other applicable Federal, 
State, and local laws (including regulations), 
including laws relating to the use of un-
manned aerial equipment; and 

‘‘(ix) does not impede the management and 
staff operations in the applicable Federal 
land management unit. 

‘‘(C) NO FILMING OR PHOTOGRAPHY AUTHOR-
IZED.—The Secretary concerned shall not 
issue an authorization or permit for a film-
ing or still photography activity if the Sec-
retary concerned determines that the film-
ing or still photography activity— 

‘‘(i) would cause resource damage in the 
applicable Federal land management unit; 

‘‘(ii) would cause an unreasonable disrup-
tion of the use and enjoyment by the public 
of the applicable Federal land management 
unit; 

‘‘(iii) would pose a health or safety risk to 
the public; or 

‘‘(iv) would cause unreasonable disruption 
of the use of, operations on, or access to the 
applicable Federal land management unit by 
Federal land management agencies, volun-
teers, contractors, partners, or permit hold-
ers. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(A) PERMITS REQUESTED THOUGH NOT RE-

QUIRED.—On the request of a person intend-
ing to carry out a filming or still photog-
raphy activity, the Secretary concerned may 
issue an authorization or permit for the film-
ing or still photography activity, even if an 
authorization or permit is not required 
under this section. 

‘‘(B) FILMING AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHY AT 
AUTHORIZED EVENTS.—A filming or still pho-
tography activity at an activity or event 
that is authorized under a special event per-
mit and conducted by the permittee or a per-
son affiliated with the permittee, including a 
wedding, engagement party, family reunion, 
photography-club outing, or celebration of a 
graduate, shall not require a separate film-
ing or still photography authorization or 
permit under this section. 

‘‘(C) MONETARY COMPENSATION.—The Sec-
retary concerned shall not consider whether 
a person conducting a filming or still pho-
tography activity would receive monetary 
compensation for the filming or still photog-
raphy activity in determining whether the 
filming or still photography activity is au-
thorized or requires a permit under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(D) NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS.—For pur-
poses of determining whether a filming or 
still photography activity conforms with the 
criteria described in subparagraph (B) or (C) 
of paragraph (1), the number of individuals 
participating in the activity shall not be the 
sole consideration of the Secretary con-
cerned. 

‘‘(E) APPLICATION OF OTHER LAWS.—The 
Secretary concerned shall ensure that a 
filming or still photography activity and any 
necessary authorizing or permitting for a 
filming or still photography activity are car-
ried out in a manner consistent with the ap-
plicable land use plan and the laws and poli-
cies applicable to the Federal land manage-
ment agency. 

‘‘(3) PROCESSING OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary con-

cerned shall establish a process to ensure 
that the Secretary concerned responds in a 
timely manner to an application required 
under paragraph (1), including a process to 
respond rapidly to requests related to break-
ing news events. 

‘‘(B) COORDINATION.—If one or more author-
izations or permits are required under this 
section for 2 or more Federal agencies or 
Federal land management units, the Sec-
retary concerned and the head of any other 
applicable Federal agency, as applicable, 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable, 
coordinate authorization and permit proc-
essing procedures, including through the use 
of identifying a lead agency or lead Federal 
land management unit— 

‘‘(i) to review the application for the au-
thorizations or permits; 

‘‘(ii) to issue the authorizations or permits; 
and 

‘‘(iii) to collect any required fees and re-
cover costs under subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) FEES AND RECOVERY COSTS.— 
‘‘(1) FEES.—The reasonable fees referred to 

in paragraphs (1)(A) and (3)(B) of subsection 
(a) shall be assessed based on— 

‘‘(A) the number of days required for the 
filming or still photography activity within 
the Federal land management unit; 
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‘‘(B) the size of the film or still photog-

raphy crew present in the Federal land man-
agement unit; 

‘‘(C) the quantity and type of film or still 
photography equipment present in the Fed-
eral land management unit; and 

‘‘(D) any other factors that the Secretary 
concerned determines to be necessary to pro-
vide a fair return to the United States. 

‘‘(2) RECOVERY OF COSTS.—For any author-
ization or permit issued under subsection (a) 
and in addition to any fee assessed in accord-
ance with paragraph (1), the Secretary con-
cerned shall collect from the applicant for 
the applicable authorization or permit any 
costs incurred by the Secretary concerned 
for the authorization or permit, including— 

‘‘(A) the costs of the review or issuance of 
the authorization or permit; and 

‘‘(B) related administrative and personnel 
costs. 

‘‘(3) USE OF PROCEEDS.— 
‘‘(A) FEES.—All fees collected under this 

section shall— 
‘‘(i) be available for expenditure by the 

Secretary concerned, without further appro-
priation; and 

‘‘(ii) remain available until expended. 
‘‘(B) COSTS.—All costs recovered under 

paragraph (2)(A) shall— 
‘‘(i) be available for expenditure by the 

Secretary concerned, without further appro-
priation, at the Federal land management 
unit at which the costs are collected; and 

‘‘(ii) remain available until expended. 
‘‘(c) CIVIL PENALTY.—Not later than 2 

years after the date of enactment of the EX-
PLORE Act, the Secretary concerned shall 
issue guidance that establishes a civil pen-
alty for failing to obtain an authorization or 
permit as required under subsection (a)(1). 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT UNIT.— 

The term ‘Federal land management unit’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) Federal land (other than National 
Park System land) under the jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of the Interior; and 

‘‘(B) National Forest System land. 
‘‘(2) LAND USE PLAN.—The term ‘land use 

plan’ means— 
‘‘(A) a land use plan prepared by the Sec-

retary of the Interior pursuant to section 202 
of the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712); and 

‘‘(B) a land management plan prepared by 
the Forest Service for a unit of the National 
Forest System pursuant to section 6 of the 
Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604). 

‘‘(3) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term 
‘Secretary concerned’ means— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to land described in paragraph (1)(A); 
and 

‘‘(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to land described in paragraph (1)(B). 

‘‘(4) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each 
of the several States, the District of Colum-
bia, and each territory of the United 
States.’’. 
SEC. 5126. CAPE AND ANTLER PRESERVATION EN-

HANCEMENT. 
Section 104909(c) of title 54, United States 

Code, is amended by striking ‘‘meat from’’ 
and inserting ‘‘meat and any other part of an 
animal removed pursuant to’’. 
SEC. 5127. MOTORIZED AND NONMOTORIZED AC-

CESS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 

shall seek to have, not later than 5 years 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
in a printed and publicly available format 
that is compliant with the format for geo-
graphic information systems— 

(1) for each district administered by the 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management, 

a map of ground transportation linear fea-
tures authorized for public use or adminis-
trative use; and 

(2) for each unit of the National Forest 
System, a motor vehicle use map, in accord-
ance with existing law. 

(b) OVER-SNOW VEHICLE-USE MAPS.—The 
Secretary concerned shall seek to have, not 
later than 10 years after the date of the en-
actment of this title, in a printed and pub-
licly available format that is compliant with 
the format for geographic information sys-
tems, an over-snow vehicle-use map for each 
unit of Federal recreational lands and waters 
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture 
or Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment on which over-snow vehicle-use occurs, 
in accordance with existing law. 

(c) OUT-OF-DATE MAPS.—Not later than 20 
years after the date on which the Secretary 
concerned adopted or reviewed a map de-
scribed in subsection (a) or (b), the Secretary 
concerned shall review and update, as nec-
essary and with public comment, the appli-
cable map. 

(d) MOTORIZED AND NONMOTORIZED AC-
CESS.—The Secretaries shall seek to create 
additional opportunities, as appropriate, and 
in accordance with existing law, for motor-
ized and nonmotorized access and opportuni-
ties on Federal recreational lands and waters 
administered by the Secretary of Agriculture 
or the Director of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 

(e) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion prohibits a lawful use, including author-
ized motorized or nonmotorized uses, on Fed-
eral recreational lands and waters adminis-
tered by the Secretary concerned, if the Sec-
retary concerned fails to meet a timeline es-
tablished under this section. 
SEC. 5128. AQUATIC RESOURCE ACTIVITIES AS-

SISTANCE. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1003 of the Non-

indigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and 
Control Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 4702) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (11) 
through (19) as paragraphs (12) through (20); 
and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (10) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(11) ‘non-Federal entity’ means any pri-
vate entity or individual, nonprofit organiza-
tion, institution, non-Federal government 
agency or department, or State, or local gov-
ernment (including a political subdivision, 
department, or component thereof).’’. 

(b) AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES PROGRAM.— 
Section 1202 of the Nonindigenous Aquatic 
Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990 
(16 U.S.C. 4722) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(3) INSPECTION AND DECONTAMINATION.—To 
minimize the risk of introduction and dis-
persal of aquatic nuisance species to waters 
of the United States, each Federal member 
of the Task Force may, as appropriate and in 
coordination with States and Indian tribes— 

‘‘(A) conduct inspections and decontamina-
tion of recreational vessels entering or leav-
ing Federal lands and waters under the juris-
diction of the respective member of the Task 
Force; 

‘‘(B) if necessary for decontamination pur-
poses, prevent entry of a recreational vessel 
until such decontamination is complete; 

‘‘(C) enter into a partnership with a non- 
Federal entity or Indian Tribe to— 

‘‘(i) conduct inspections and decontamina-
tions of recreational vessels under this para-
graph; or 

‘‘(ii) establish an inspection and decon-
tamination station for recreational vessels; 
and 

‘‘(D) at the sole discretion of the applicable 
Federal member of the Task Force, accept 

inspections and decontaminations conducted 
under subparagraph (C)(i) for the purposes of 
allowing entry by recreational vessels to 
water regulated by such member of the Task 
Force. 

‘‘(4) MINIMIZING DISRUPTION.—Each member 
of the Task Force shall, in conducting in-
spections or decontaminations of rec-
reational vessels under paragraph (3), or 
partnering with a non-Federal entity or In-
dian tribe to conduct inspections and decon-
taminations under paragraph (3), minimize 
disruption to public access for boating and 
recreation in noncontaminated recreational 
vessels to the maximum extent practicable. 

‘‘(5) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORITIES.—Nothing in paragraph 

(3) shall be construed to— 
‘‘(i) limit the authority of the Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard to regulate ves-
sels provided under any other provision of 
law; 

‘‘(ii) limit the authority, jurisdiction, or 
responsibilities of a State to manage, con-
trol, or regulate fish and wildlife under the 
laws and regulations of the State; 

‘‘(iii) limit the authority, jurisdiction, or 
responsibilities of an Indian Tribe to man-
age, control, or regulate fish and wildlife 
under the treaties, laws, and regulations of 
the Indian Tribe; 

‘‘(iv) authorize members of the Task Force 
to control or regulate within a State the 
fishing or hunting of fish and wildlife; or 

‘‘(v) authorize members of the Task Force 
to prohibit access of recreational vessels to 
waters of the United States due solely to the 
absence of a vessel inspection and decon-
tamination program or station. 

‘‘(B) LOCATIONS.—Authorities granted in 
paragraph (3) shall not apply at locations 
where— 

‘‘(i) inspection or decontamination activi-
ties would duplicate efforts by the Coast 
Guard; or 

‘‘(ii) the Coast Guard is exercising its au-
thority to direct vessel traffic pursuant to 
section 70002 or section 70021 of title 46, 
United States Code; 

‘‘(6) DATA SHARING.—Each Federal member 
of the Task Force shall make available to a 
State any relevant data gathered related to 
inspections or decontaminations carried out 
under this subsection in such State, con-
sistent with other laws and regulations.’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘, 

economy, infrastructure,’’ after ‘‘environ-
ment’’; and 

(ii) in the second sentence, by inserting 
‘‘(including through the use of recreational 
vessel inspection and decontamination sta-
tions)’’ after ‘‘aquatic nuisance species’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), in the second sen-
tence, by inserting ‘‘infrastructure, and the’’ 
after ‘‘ecosystems,’’. 

(c) GRANT PROGRAM FOR RECREATIONAL 
VESSEL INSPECTION AND DECONTAMINATION 
STATIONS IN RECLAMATION STATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary, act-
ing through the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, shall establish a competitive grant pro-
gram to provide financial assistance to pro-
hibit introduction and dispersal of aquatic 
invasive species into, within, and out of rec-
lamation projects, including financial assist-
ance to purchase, establish, operate, or 
maintain a recreational vessel inspection 
and decontamination station within a rec-
lamation State. 

(2) COST SHARE.—For any grant provided 
under paragraph (1), the Federal share of the 
cost of purchasing, establishing, operating, 
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and maintaining a recreational vessel in-
spection and decontamination station, in-
cluding personnel costs, shall not exceed 75 
percent of the total costs. 

(3) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to obtain 
assistance under this subsection, an entity 
shall— 

(A) be party to a partnership agreement 
under section 1202(c)(3)(C) of the Nonindige-
nous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Con-
trol Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 4722(c)(3)(C)), as 
amended by this section; 

(B) receive no Federal funds under such 
partnership agreement; and 

(C) submit to the Secretary an application 
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary 
may require. 

(4) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this 
subsection, the Secretary shall coordinate 
with— 

(A) reclamation States; 
(B) affected Indian Tribes; and 
(C) the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task 

Force. 
(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) RECLAMATION PROJECT.—The term ‘‘rec-

lamation project’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 2803 of the Reclamation 
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act 
of 1992 (16 U.S.C. 460l–32). 

(B) RECLAMATION STATE.—The term ‘‘rec-
lamation State’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 4014 of the Water Infrastruc-
ture Improvements for the Nation Act (43 
U.S.C. 390b note). 
Subtitle C—Supporting Gateway Commu-

nities and Addressing Park Overcrowding 
SEC. 5131. GATEWAY COMMUNITIES. 

(a) ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS AND NEEDS IN 
GATEWAY COMMUNITIES.—The Secretaries— 

(1) shall collaborate with State and local 
governments, Indian Tribes, housing au-
thorities, applicable trade associations, non-
profit organizations, private entities, and 
other relevant stakeholders to identify needs 
and economic impacts in gateway commu-
nities, including— 

(A) housing shortages, including for em-
ployees of Federal land management agen-
cies; 

(B) demands on and required improvement 
of existing municipal infrastructure; 

(C) accommodation and management of 
sustainable visitation; and 

(D) the improvement and diversification of 
visitor experiences by bolstering the visita-
tion at— 

(i) existing developed locations that are 
underutilized on nearby Federal recreational 
lands and waters that are suitable for devel-
oping, expanding, or enhancing recreation 
use, as identified by the Secretaries; or 

(ii) existing developed and suitable lesser- 
known recreation sites, as identified under 
section 5132(b)(1)(B), on nearby land managed 
by a State agency or a local agency; and 

(2) may address a need identified under 
paragraph (1) by— 

(A) providing financial or technical assist-
ance to a gateway community under an ex-
isting program; 

(B) entering into an agreement, right-of- 
way, or easement, in accordance with appli-
cable laws; or 

(C) issuing an entity referred to in para-
graph (1) a special use permit (other than a 
special recreation permit (as defined in sec-
tion 802 of the Federal Lands Recreation En-
hancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801)), in accord-
ance with applicable laws. 

(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO BUSI-
NESSES.—The Secretaries, in coordination 
with the heads of other applicable Federal 
agencies, shall provide to outdoor recreation 
and supporting businesses in gateway com-
munities information on applicable Federal 

resources and programs available to provide 
financing, technical assistance, or other 
services to such businesses to establish, op-
erate, or expand infrastructure to accommo-
date and manage sustainable visitation. 

(c) PARTNERSHIPS.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary concerned may, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws, enter into a 
public-private partnership, cooperative 
agreement, memorandum of understanding, 
or similar agreement with a gateway com-
munity or a business in a gateway commu-
nity. 
SEC. 5132. IMPROVED RECREATION VISITATION 

DATA. 
(a) CONSISTENT VISITATION DATA.— 
(1) ANNUAL VISITATION DATA.—The Secre-

taries shall establish a single visitation data 
reporting system to report accurate annual 
visitation data, in a consistent manner, for— 

(A) each unit of Federal recreational lands 
and waters; and 

(B) land held in trust for an Indian Tribe, 
on request of the Indian Tribe. 

(2) CATEGORIES OF USE.—Within the visita-
tion data reporting system established under 
paragraph (1), the Secretaries shall— 

(A) establish multiple categories of dif-
ferent recreation activities that are reported 
consistently across agencies; and 

(B) provide an estimate of the number of 
visitors for each applicable category estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) for each unit 
of Federal recreational lands and waters. 

(3) LOW-USE RECREATION.—In reporting visi-
tation under paragraph (1), the Secretaries 
shall seek to model or capture low-use and 
dispersed recreation activities that may not 
be effectively measured by existing general 
and opportunistic survey and monitoring 
protocols. 

(4) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this title, and 
annually thereafter, the Secretaries shall 
publish on a website of the Secretaries a re-
port that describes the annual visitation of 
each unit of Federal recreational lands and 
waters, including, to the maximum extent 
practicable, visitation categorized by rec-
reational activity. 

(b) REAL-TIME DATA PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years 

after the date of the enactment of this title, 
using existing funds available to the Secre-
taries, the Secretaries shall carry out a pilot 
program, to be known as the ‘‘Real-Time 
Data Pilot Program’’ (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Pilot Program’’), to make avail-
able to the public, for each unit of Federal 
recreational lands and waters selected for 
participation in the Pilot Program under 
paragraph (2)— 

(A) real-time or predictive data on visita-
tion (which may include data and resources 
publicly available from existing nongovern-
mental platforms) at— 

(i) the unit of Federal recreational lands 
and waters; 

(ii) to the extent practicable, areas within 
the unit of Federal recreational lands and 
waters; and 

(iii) to the extent practicable, recreation 
sites managed by any other Federal agency, 
a State agency, or a local agency that are lo-
cated near the unit of Federal recreational 
lands and waters; and 

(B) information about lesser-known recre-
ation sites for which data is provided under 
subparagraph (A)(iii), in an effort to encour-
age visitation among recreational sites. 

(2) LOCATIONS.— 
(A) INITIAL NUMBER OF UNITS.—On estab-

lishment of the Pilot Program, the Secre-
taries shall select for participation in the 
Pilot Program— 

(i) 10 units of Federal recreational lands 
and waters managed by the Secretary; and 

(ii) 5 units of Federal recreational lands 
and waters managed by the Secretary of Ag-
riculture. 

(B) REPORT.—Not later than 6 years after 
the date of the enactment of this title, the 
Secretaries shall submit a report to Congress 
regarding the implementation of the Pilot 
Program, including policy recommendations 
on the expansion of the Pilot Program to ad-
ditional units managed by the Secretaries. 

(C) FEEDBACK; SUPPORT OF GATEWAY COMMU-
NITIES.—The Secretaries shall— 

(i) prior to selecting locations for the Pilot 
Program, solicit feedback regarding partici-
pation in the Pilot Program from commu-
nities adjacent to units of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters and the public; 
and 

(ii) in carrying out subparagraphs (A) and 
(B), select a unit of Federal recreation lands 
and waters to participate in the Pilot Pro-
gram only if the community adjacent to the 
unit of Federal recreational lands and waters 
is supportive of the participation of the unit 
of Federal recreational lands and waters in 
the Pilot Program. 

(3) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION.—The 
Secretaries may disseminate the informa-
tion described in paragraph (1) directly or 
through an entity or organization referred to 
in subsection (c). 

(4) INCLUSION OF CURRENT ASSESSMENTS.—In 
carrying out the Pilot Program, the Secre-
taries may, to the extent practicable, rely on 
assessments completed or data gathered 
prior to the date of enactment of this title. 

(c) COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND THIRD-PARTY 
PROVIDERS.—For purposes of carrying out 
this section, the Secretary concerned may— 

(1) coordinate and partner with— 
(A) communities adjacent to units of Fed-

eral recreational lands and waters; 
(B) State and local governments, including 

outdoor recreation and tourism offices; 
(C) Indian Tribes; 
(D) trade associations; 
(E) local outdoor recreation marketing or-

ganizations; 
(F) recreation service providers; or 
(G) other relevant stakeholders; and 
(2) coordinate or enter into agreements, as 

appropriate, with private sector and non-
profit partners, including— 

(A) technology companies; 
(B) geospatial data companies; 
(C) experts in data science, analytics, and 

operations research; or 
(D) data companies. 
(d) EXISTING PROGRAMS.—The Secretaries 

may use existing programs or products of the 
Secretaries to carry out this section. 

(e) PRIVACY CLAUSES.—Nothing in this sec-
tion provides authority to the Secretaries— 

(1) to monitor or record the movements of 
a visitor to a unit of Federal recreational 
lands and waters; 

(2) to restrict, interfere with, or monitor a 
private communication of a visitor to a unit 
of Federal recreational lands and waters; or 

(3) to collect— 
(A) information from owners of land adja-

cent to a unit of Federal recreational lands 
and waters; or 

(B) information on non-Federal land. 
Subtitle D—Broadband Connectivity on 
Federal Recreational Lands and Waters 

SEC. 5141. BROADBAND INTERNET 
CONNECTIVITY AT DEVELOPED 
RECREATION SITES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the 
Chief of the Forest Service shall enter into 
an agreement with the Secretary of Com-
merce to foster the installation or construc-
tion of broadband internet infrastructure at 
developed recreation sites on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters to establish 
broadband internet connectivity— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5451 July 24, 2024 
(1) subject to the availability of appropria-

tions; and 
(2) in accordance with applicable law. 
(b) IDENTIFICATION.—Not later than 3 years 

after the date of the enactment of this title, 
and annually thereafter through fiscal year 
2031, the Secretary and the Chief of the For-
est Service, in coordination with States and 
local communities, shall make publicly 
available— 

(1) a list of the highest priority developed 
recreation sites, as determined under sub-
section (c), on Federal recreational lands and 
waters that lack broadband internet; 

(2) to the extent practicable, an estimate 
of— 

(A) the cost to equip each of those sites 
with broadband internet infrastructure; and 

(B) the annual cost to operate that infra-
structure; and 

(3) a list of potential— 
(A) barriers to operating the infrastructure 

described in paragraph (2)(A); and 
(B) methods to recover the costs of that 

operation. 
(c) PRIORITIES.—In selecting developed 

recreation sites for the list described in sub-
section (b)(1), the Secretary and the Chief of 
the Forest Service shall give priority to de-
veloped recreation sites— 

(1) at which broadband internet infrastruc-
ture has not been constructed due to— 

(A) geographic challenges; or 
(B) the location having an insufficient 

number of nearby permanent residents, de-
spite high seasonal or daily visitation levels; 
or 

(2) that are located in an economically dis-
tressed county that could benefit signifi-
cantly from developing the outdoor recre-
ation economy of the county. 
SEC. 5142. PUBLIC LANDS TELECOMMUNI-

CATIONS. 
(a) REPORT ON RENTAL FEE RETENTION AU-

THORITY.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this title, the Sec-
retary shall submit a comprehensive report 
to the appropriate committees of Congress 
evaluating the potential benefits of rental 
fee retention whereby any fee collected for 
the occupancy and use of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters authorized by a 
communications use authorization would be 
deposited into a special account for each 
qualified Federal land management agency 
and used solely for activities related to com-
munications sites on lands and waters man-
aged by a Federal land management agency, 
including— 

(1) administering communications use au-
thorizations; 

(2) preparing needs assessments or other 
programmatic analyses necessary to estab-
lish communications sites and authorize 
communications uses on or adjacent to Fed-
eral recreational lands and waters managed 
by a Federal land management agency; 

(3) developing management plans for com-
munications sites on or adjacent to Federal 
recreational lands and waters managed by a 
Federal land management agency on a com-
petitively neutral, technology neutral, non-
discriminatory basis; 

(4) training for management of commu-
nications sites on or adjacent to Federal rec-
reational lands and waters managed by a 
Federal land management agency; 

(5) obtaining, improving access to, or es-
tablishing communications sites on or adja-
cent to Federal recreational lands and 
waters managed by a Federal land manage-
ment agency; and 

(6) any combination of purposes described 
in subparagraphs (1) through (5). 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMUNICATIONS SITE.—The term ‘‘com-

munications site’’ means an area of Federal 

recreational lands and waters designated or 
approved for communications use. 

(2) COMMUNICATIONS USE.—The term ‘‘com-
munications use’’— 

(A) means the placement, operation, or 
both, of infrastructure for wireline or wire-
less telecommunications, including cable tel-
evision, television, and radio communica-
tions, regardless of whether such placement 
or operation is pursuant to a license issued 
by the Federal Communications Commission 
or on an unlicensed basis in accordance with 
the regulations of the Commission; and 

(B) includes ancillary activities, uses, or 
facilities directly related to such placement 
or operation. 

(3) COMMUNICATIONS USE AUTHORIZATION.— 
The term ‘‘communications use authoriza-
tion’’ means a right-of-way, permit, or lease 
granted, issued, or executed by a Federal 
land management agency for the primary 
purpose of authorizing the occupancy and 
use of Federal recreational lands and waters 
for communications use. 

(4) RENTAL FEE.—The term ‘‘rental fee’’ 
means a fee collected by a Federal land man-
agement agency for the occupancy and use 
authorized by a communications use author-
ization pursuant to and consistent with au-
thorizing law. 

Subtitle E—Public–private Parks 
Partnerships 

SEC. 5151. AUTHORIZATION FOR LEASE OF FOR-
EST SERVICE ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITES. 

Section 8623 of the Agriculture Improve-
ment Act of 2018 (16 U.S.C. 580d note; Public 
Law 115–334) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(D), by striking 
‘‘dwelling;’’ and inserting ‘‘dwelling or mul-
tiunit dwelling;’’; 

(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (3)(B)(ii)— 
(i) in subclause (I), by inserting ‘‘such as 

housing,’’ after ‘‘improvements,’’; 
(ii) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(iii) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 

the end and inserting ‘‘and’’; and 
(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(IV) services occurring off the adminis-

trative site that— 
‘‘(aa) occur at another administrative site 

in the same unit in which the administrative 
site is located or a different unit of the Na-
tional Forest System; 

‘‘(bb) benefit the National Forest System; 
and 

‘‘(cc) support activities occurring within 
the unit of the National Forest System in 
which the administrative site is located; or’’; 
and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) LEASE TERM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term of a lease of 

an administrative site under this section 
shall be not more than 100 years. 

‘‘(B) REAUTHORIZATION OF USE.—A lease of 
an administrative site under this section 
shall include a provision for reauthorization 
of the use if the— 

‘‘(i) use of the administrative site, at the 
time of reauthorization, is still being used 
for the purposes authorized; 

‘‘(ii) use to be authorized under the new 
lease is consistent with the applicable land 
management plan; and 

‘‘(iii) lessee is in compliance with all the 
terms of the existing lease.’’ 

‘‘(C) SAVINGS.—A reauthorization of use 
under subparagraph (B) may include new 
terms in the use, as determined by the Chief 
of the Forest Service.’’; 

(3) in subsection (g)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘to a leaseholder’’ after 

‘‘payments’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘or constructed’’ after 

‘‘improved’’; and 

(4) in subsection (i), by striking ‘‘2023’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘2028’’. 
SEC. 5152. PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS CRE-

ATING TANGIBLE SAVINGS. 
Section 101703 of title 54, United States 

Code, is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘§ 101703. Cooperative management agree-
ments 
‘‘(a) COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREE-

MENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in ac-

cordance with the laws generally applicable 
to units of the National Park System and 
under such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate, may enter into 
a cooperative management agreement with a 
State, Indian Tribe, or local government 
with park land adjacent to a System unit, 
where such agreement will provide for more 
effective and efficient management of a Sys-
tem unit and the adjacent non-Federal park 
area. 

‘‘(2) NO TRANSFER OF ADMINISTRATIVE RE-
SPONSIBILITIES.—The Secretary may not 
transfer administration responsibilities for 
any System unit. 

‘‘(b) PROVISION OF GOODS AND SERVICES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-

vide or acquire goods and services on a reim-
bursable basis as part of a cooperative man-
agement agreement under subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) RETENTION OF FUNDS.—The Secretary 
may retain and expend any funds received 
under this section without further appropria-
tion. 

‘‘(c) CO-LOCATION.—The Secretary and a 
State, Indian Tribe, or local government 
may co-locate in offices or facilities owned 
or leased by either party as part of a cooper-
ative management agreement under sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(d) EMPLOYEES.— 
‘‘(1) ASSIGNMENT OF EMPLOYEE.—The Sec-

retary may arrange an assignment under 
section 3372 of title 5 of a Federal employee 
or an employee of a State, Indian Tribe, or 
local government, as mutually agreed upon, 
for work on the Federal, State, local, or 
Tribal park land covered by the cooperative 
management agreement. 

‘‘(2) EXTENSION OF ASSIGNMENT.—An assign-
ment under paragraph (1) may be extended if 
the Secretary and the State, Indian Tribe, or 
local government determine it to be mutu-
ally beneficial. 

‘‘(e) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘State’ means each of the several States, the 
District of Columbia, and each territory of 
the United States.’’. 
SEC. 5153. PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS TO MOD-

ERNIZE FEDERALLY OWNED CAMP-
GROUNDS, RESORTS, CABINS, AND 
VISITOR CENTERS ON FEDERAL 
RECREATIONAL LANDS AND 
WATERS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED ACTIVITY.—The term ‘‘covered 

activity’’ means— 
(A) a capital improvement, including the 

construction, reconstruction, and nonroutine 
maintenance of any structure, infrastruc-
ture, or improvement, relating to the oper-
ation of, or access to, a covered recreation 
facility; and 

(B) any activity necessary to operate or 
maintain a covered recreation facility. 

(2) COVERED RECREATION FACILITY.—The 
term ‘‘covered recreation facility’’ means a 
federally owned campground, resort, cabin, 
or visitor center that is— 

(A) in existence on the date of the enact-
ment of this title; and 

(B) located on Federal recreational lands 
and waters administered by— 

(i) the Chief of the Forest Service; or 
(ii) the Director of the Bureau of Land 

Management. 
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(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible 

entity’’ means— 
(A) a unit of State, Tribal, or local govern-

ment; 
(B) a nonprofit organization; and 
(C) a private entity. 
(b) PILOT PROGRAM.—The Secretaries shall 

establish a pilot program under which the 
Secretary concerned may enter into an 
agreement with, or issue or amend a land use 
authorization to, an eligible entity to allow 
the eligible entity to carry out covered ac-
tivities relating to a covered recreation fa-
cility, subject to the requirements of this 
section and the terms of any relevant land 
use authorization, regardless of whether the 
eligible entity holds, on the date of the en-
actment of this title, an authorization to be 
a concessionaire for the covered recreation 
facility. 

(c) MINIMUM NUMBER OF AGREEMENTS OR 
LAND USE AUTHORIZATIONS.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
title, the Secretary concerned shall enter 
into at least 1 agreement or land use author-
ization under subsection (b) in— 

(1) a unit of the National Forest System in 
each region of the National Forest System; 
and 

(2) Federal recreational lands and waters 
administered by the Director of the Bureau 
of Land Management in not fewer than 5 
States in which the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment administers Federal recreational lands 
and waters. 

(d) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) DEVELOPMENT PLANS.—Before entering 

into an agreement or issuing a land use au-
thorization under subsection (b), an eligible 
entity shall submit to the Secretary con-
cerned a development plan that— 

(A) describes investments in the covered 
recreation facility to be made by the eligible 
entity during the first 3 years of the agree-
ment or land use authorization; 

(B) describes annual maintenance spending 
to be made by the eligible entity for each 
year of the agreement or land use authoriza-
tion; and 

(C) includes any other terms and condi-
tions determined to be necessary or appro-
priate by the Secretary concerned. 

(2) AGREEMENTS AND LAND USE AUTHORIZA-
TIONS.—An agreement or land use authoriza-
tion under subsection (b) shall— 

(A) be for a term of not more than 30 years, 
commensurate with the level of investment; 

(B) require that, not later than 3 years 
after the date on which the Secretary con-
cerned enters into the agreement or issues or 
amends the land use authorization, the ap-
plicable eligible entity shall expend, place in 
an escrow account for the eligible entity to 
expend, or deposit in a special account in the 
Treasury for expenditure by the Secretary 
concerned, without further appropriation, 
for covered activities relating to the applica-
ble covered recreation facility, an amount or 
specified percentage, as determined by the 
Secretary concerned, which shall be equal to 
not less than $500,000, of the anticipated re-
ceipts for the term of the agreement or land 
use authorization; 

(C) require the eligible entity to operate 
and maintain the covered recreation facility 
and any associated infrastructure designated 
by the Secretary concerned in a manner ac-
ceptable to the Secretary concerned and the 
eligible entity; 

(D) include any terms and conditions that 
the Secretary concerned determines to be 
necessary for a special use permit issued 
under section 7 of the Act of April 24, 1950 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Granger-Thye 
Act’’) (64 Stat. 84, chapter 97; 16 U.S.C. 580d), 
including the payment described in subpara-
graph (E) or the Federal Land Policy and 

Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et 
seq.), as applicable; 

(E) provide for payment to the Federal 
Government of a fee or a sharing of rev-
enue— 

(i) consistent with— 
(I) the land use fee for a special use permit 

authorized under section 7 of the Act of April 
24, 1950 (commonly known as the ‘‘Granger- 
Thye Act’’) (64 Stat. 84, chapter 97; 16 U.S.C. 
580d); or 

(II) the value to the eligible entity of the 
rights provided by the agreement or land use 
authorization, taking into account the cap-
ital invested by, and obligations of, the eligi-
ble entity under the agreement or land use 
authorization; and 

(ii) all or part of which may be offset by 
the work to be performed at the expense of 
the eligible entity that is separate from the 
routine costs of operating and maintaining 
the applicable covered recreation facility 
and any associated infrastructure designated 
by the Secretary concerned, as determined 
to be appropriate by the Secretary con-
cerned; 

(F) include provisions stating that— 
(i) the eligible entity shall obtain no prop-

erty interest in the covered recreation facil-
ity pursuant to the expenditures of the eligi-
ble entity, as required by the agreement or 
land use authorization; 

(ii) all structures and other improvements 
constructed, reconstructed, or nonroutinely 
maintained by that entity under the agree-
ment or land use authorization on land 
owned by the United States shall be the 
property of the United States; and 

(iii) the eligible entity shall be solely re-
sponsible for any cost associated with the de-
commissioning or removal of a capital im-
provement, if needed, at the conclusion of 
the agreement or land use authorization; and 

(G) be subject to any other terms and con-
ditions determined to be necessary or appro-
priate by the Secretary concerned. 

(e) LAND USE FEE RETENTION.—A land use 
fee paid or revenue shared with the Sec-
retary concerned under an agreement or land 
use authorization under this section shall be 
available for expenditure by the Secretary 
concerned for recreation-related purposes on 
the unit or area of Federal recreational lands 
and waters at which the land use fee or rev-
enue is collected, without further appropria-
tion. 
SEC. 5154. PARKING AND RESTROOM OPPORTUNI-

TIES FOR FEDERAL RECREATIONAL 
LANDS AND WATERS. 

(a) PARKING OPPORTUNITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall seek 

to increase and improve parking opportuni-
ties for persons recreating on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters— 

(A) in accordance with existing laws and 
applicable land use plans; 

(B) in a manner that minimizes any in-
crease in maintenance obligations on Fed-
eral recreational lands and waters; and 

(C) in a manner that does not impact wild-
life habitat that is critical to the mission of 
a Federal agency responsible for managing 
Federal recreational lands and waters. 

(2) AUTHORITY.—To supplement the quan-
tity of parking spaces available at units of 
Federal recreational lands and waters on the 
date of the enactment of this title, the Sec-
retaries may— 

(A) enter into a public-private partnership 
for parking opportunities on non-Federal 
land; 

(B) enter into contracts or agreements 
with State, Tribal, or local governments for 
parking opportunities using non-Federal 
lands and resources; or 

(C) provide alternative transportation sys-
tems for a unit of Federal recreational lands 
and waters. 

(3) TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS.—The Secre-
taries shall evaluate the use of and incor-
porate, as the Secretary concerned deter-
mines appropriate, technologies to manage 
parking availability, access, and information 
at units of Federal recreational lands and 
waters, including— 

(A) the installation and use of trailhead 
cameras and monitors to determine parking 
availability at trailheads, the information 
from which shall be made available online 
and, to the extent practicable, via mobile no-
tifications; and 

(B) the use of data collection technology to 
estimate visitation volumes for use in future 
planning for parking at units of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters. 

(b) RESTROOM OPPORTUNITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall seek 

to increase and improve the function, clean-
liness, and availability of restroom facilities 
for persons recreating on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters, including by en-
tering into partnerships with non-Federal 
partners, including State, Tribal, and local 
governments and volunteer organizations. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries shall submit a report to Congress that 
identifies— 

(A) challenges to maintaining or improv-
ing the function, cleanliness, and avail-
ability of restroom facilities on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters; 

(B) the current state of restroom facilities 
on Federal recreational lands and waters and 
the effect restroom facilities have on visitor 
experiences; and 

(C) policy recommendations that suggest 
innovative new models or partnerships to in-
crease or improve the function, cleanliness, 
and availability of restroom facilities for 
persons recreating on Federal recreational 
lands and waters. 
SEC. 5155. PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE PROJECTS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR.—The term 

‘‘independent evaluator’’ means an indi-
vidual or entity, including an institution of 
higher education, that is selected by the pay- 
for-performance beneficiary and pay-for-per-
formance investor, as applicable, or by the 
pay-for-performance project developer, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Agri-
culture, to make the determinations and pre-
pare the reports required under subsection 
(e). 

(2) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LAND.—The 
term ‘‘National Forest System land’’ means 
land in the National Forest System (as de-
fined in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning 
Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a))). 

(3) PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT.— 
The term ‘‘pay-for-performance agreement’’ 
means a mutual benefit agreement (exclud-
ing a procurement contract, grant agree-
ment, or cooperative agreement described in 
chapter 63 of title 31, United States Code) for 
a pay-for-performance project— 

(A) with a term of— 
(i) not less than 1 year; and 
(ii) not more than 20 years; and 
(B) that is executed, in accordance with ap-

plicable law, by— 
(i) the Secretary of Agriculture; and 
(ii) a pay-for-performance beneficiary or 

pay-for-performance project developer. 
(4) PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE BENEFICIARY.— 

The term ‘‘pay-for-performance beneficiary’’ 
means a State or local government, an In-
dian Tribe, or a nonprofit or for-profit orga-
nization that— 

(A) repays capital loaned upfront by a pay- 
for-performance investor, based on a project 
outcome specified in a pay-for-performance 
agreement; or 
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(B) provides capital directly for costs asso-

ciated with a pay-for-performance project. 
(5) PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE INVESTOR.—The 

term ‘‘pay-for-performance investor’’ means 
a State or local government, an Indian 
Tribe, or a nonprofit or for-profit organiza-
tion that provides upfront loaned capital for 
a pay-for-performance project with the ex-
pectation of a financial return dependent on 
a project outcome. 

(6) PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE PROJECT.—The 
term ‘‘pay-for-performance project’’ means a 
project that— 

(A) would provide or enhance a rec-
reational opportunity; 

(B) is conducted on— 
(i) National Forest System land; or 
(ii) other land, if the activities would ben-

efit National Forest System land (including 
a recreational use of National Forest System 
land); and 

(C) would use an innovative funding or fi-
nancing model that leverages— 

(i) loaned capital from a pay-for-perform-
ance investor to cover upfront costs associ-
ated with a pay-for-performance project, 
with the loaned capital repaid by a pay-for- 
performance beneficiary at a rate of return 
dependent on a project outcome, as measured 
by an independent evaluator; or 

(ii) capital directly from a pay-for-per-
formance beneficiary to support costs associ-
ated with a pay-for-performance project in 
an amount based on an anticipated project 
outcome. 

(7) PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE PROJECT DEVEL-
OPER.—The term ‘‘pay-for-performance 
project developer’’ means a nonprofit or for- 
profit organization that serves as an inter-
mediary to assist in developing or imple-
menting a pay-for-performance agreement or 
a pay-for-performance project. 

(8) PROJECT OUTCOME.—The term ‘‘project 
outcome’’ means a measurable, beneficial re-
sult (whether economic, environmental, or 
social) that is attributable to a pay-for-per-
formance project and described in a pay-for- 
performance agreement. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROGRAM.— 
The Secretary of Agriculture shall establish 
a pilot program in accordance with this sec-
tion to carry out 1 or more pay-for-perform-
ance projects. 

(c) PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE PROJECTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Using funds made avail-

able through a pay-for-performance agree-
ment or appropriations, all or any portion of 
a pay-for-performance project may be imple-
mented by— 

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture; or 
(B) a pay-for-performance project devel-

oper or a third party, subject to the condi-
tions that— 

(i) the Secretary of Agriculture shall ap-
prove the implementation by the pay-for- 
performance project developer or third 
party; and 

(ii) the implementation is in accordance 
with applicable law. 

(2) RELATION TO LAND MANAGEMENT 
PLANS.—A pay-for-performance project car-
ried out under this section shall be con-
sistent with any applicable land manage-
ment plan developed under section 6 of the 
Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604). 

(3) OWNERSHIP.— 
(A) NEW IMPROVEMENTS.—The United 

States shall have title to any improvements 
installed on National Forest System land as 
part of a pay-for-performance project. 

(B) EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS.—Investing in, 
conducting, or completing a pay-for-perform-
ance project on National Forest System land 
shall not affect the title of the United States 
to— 

(i) any federally owned improvements in-
volved in the pay-for-performance project; or 

(ii) the underlying land. 
(4) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—The carrying out of 

any action for a pay-for-performance project 
does not provide any right to any party to a 
pay-for-performance agreement. 

(5) POTENTIAL CONFLICTS.—Before approv-
ing a pay-for-performance project under this 
section, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
consider and seek to avoid potential con-
flicts (including economic competition) with 
any existing written authorized use. 

(d) PROJECT AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the Act 

of June 30, 1914 (38 Stat. 430, chapter 131; 16 
U.S.C. 498), or subtitle C of title XX of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397n et seq.), 
in carrying out the pilot program under this 
section, the Secretary of Agriculture may 
enter into a pay-for-performance agreement 
under which a pay-for-performance bene-
ficiary, pay-for-performance investor, or 
pay-for-performance project developer agrees 
to pay for or finance all or part of a pay-for- 
performance project. 

(2) SIZE LIMITATION.—The Secretary of Ag-
riculture may not enter into a pay-for-per-
formance agreement under the pilot program 
under this section for a pay-for-performance 
project valued at more than $15,000,000. 

(3) FINANCING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A pay-for-performance 

agreement shall specify the amounts that a 
pay-for-performance beneficiary or a pay-for- 
performance project developer agrees to pay 
to a pay-for-performance investor or a pay- 
for-performance project developer, as appro-
priate, in the event of an independent eval-
uator determining pursuant to subsection (e) 
the degree to which a project outcome has 
been achieved. 

(B) ELIGIBLE PAYMENTS.—An amount de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall be— 

(i) based on— 
(I) the respective contributions of the par-

ties under the pay-for-performance agree-
ment; and 

(II) the economic, environmental, or social 
benefits derived from the project outcomes; 
and 

(ii)(I) a percentage of the estimated value 
of a project outcome; 

(II) a percentage of the estimated cost sav-
ings to the pay-for-performance beneficiary 
or the Secretary of Agriculture derived from 
a project outcome; 

(III) a percentage of the enhanced revenue 
to the pay-for-performance beneficiary or 
the Secretary of Agriculture derived from a 
project outcome; or 

(IV) a percentage of the cost of the pay-for- 
performance project. 

(C) FOREST SERVICE FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—Subject to the availability of appro-
priations, the Secretary of Agriculture may 
contribute funding for a pay-for-performance 
project only if— 

(i) the Secretary of Agriculture dem-
onstrates that— 

(I) the pay-for-performance project would 
provide a cost savings to the United States; 

(II) the funding would accelerate the pace 
of implementation of an activity previously 
planned to be completed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture; or 

(III) the funding would accelerate the scale 
of implementation of an activity previously 
planned to be completed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture; and 

(ii) the contribution of the Secretary of 
Agriculture has a value that is not more 
than 50 percent of the total cost of the pay- 
for-performance project. 

(D) SPECIAL ACCOUNT.—Any funds received 
by the Secretary of Agriculture under sub-
section (c)(1)— 

(i) shall be retained in a separate fund in 
the Treasury to be used solely for pay-for- 
performance projects; and 

(ii) shall remain available until expended 
and without further appropriation. 

(4) MAINTENANCE AND DECOMMISSIONING OF 
PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE PROJECT IMPROVE-
MENTS.—A pay-for-performance agreement 
shall— 

(A) include a plan for maintaining any cap-
ital improvement constructed as part of a 
pay-for-performance project after the date 
on which the pay-for-performance project is 
completed; and 

(B) specify the party that will be respon-
sible for decommissioning the improvements 
associated with the pay-for-performance 
project— 

(i) at the end of the useful life of the im-
provements; 

(ii) if the improvements no longer serve 
the purpose for which the improvements 
were developed; or 

(iii) if the pay-for-performance project 
fails. 

(5) TERMINATION OF PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE 
PROJECT AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary of Ag-
riculture may unilaterally terminate a pay- 
for-performance agreement, in whole or in 
part, for any program year beginning after 
the program year during which the Sec-
retary of Agriculture provides to each party 
to the pay-for-performance agreement a no-
tice of the termination. 

(e) INDEPENDENT EVALUATIONS.— 
(1) PROGRESS REPORTS.—An independent 

evaluator shall submit to the Secretary of 
Agriculture and each party to the applicable 
pay-for-performance agreement— 

(A) by not later than 2 years after the date 
on which the pay-for-performance agreement 
is executed, and at least once every 2 years 
thereafter, a written report that summarizes 
the progress that has been made in achieving 
each project outcome; and 

(B) before the first scheduled date for a 
payment described in subsection (d)(3)(A), 
and each subsequent date for payment, a 
written report that— 

(i) summarizes the results of the evalua-
tion conducted by the independent evaluator 
to determine whether a payment should be 
made pursuant to the pay-for-performance 
agreement; and 

(ii) analyzes the reasons why a project out-
come was achieved or was not achieved. 

(2) FINAL REPORTS.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date on which a pay-for-perform-
ance project is completed, the independent 
evaluator shall submit to the Secretary of 
Agriculture and each party to the pay-for- 
performance agreement a written report that 
includes, with respect to the period covered 
by the report— 

(A) an evaluation of the effects of the pay- 
for-performance project with respect to each 
project outcome; 

(B) a determination of whether the pay-for- 
performance project has met each project 
outcome; and 

(C) the amount of the payments made for 
the pay-for-performance project pursuant to 
subsection (d)(3)(A). 

(f) ADDITIONAL FOREST SERVICE-PROVIDED 
ASSISTANCE.— 

(1) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary 
of Agriculture may provide technical assist-
ance to facilitate pay-for-performance 
project development, such as planning, per-
mitting, site preparation, and design work. 

(2) CONSULTANTS.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary of 
Agriculture may hire a contractor— 

(A) to conduct a feasibility analysis of a 
proposed pay-for-performance project; 

(B) to assist in the development, imple-
mentation, or evaluation of a proposed pay- 
for-performance project or a pay-for-per-
formance agreement; or 
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(C) to assist with an environmental anal-

ysis of a proposed pay-for-performance 
project. 

(g) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—The Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall approve a record of decision, 
decision notice, or decision memo for any ac-
tivities to be carried out on National Forest 
System land as part of a pay-for-performance 
project before the Secretary of Agriculture 
may enter into a pay-for-performance agree-
ment involving the applicable pay-for-per-
formance project. 

(h) DURATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) SUNSET.—The authority to enter into a 

pay-for-performance agreement under this 
section terminates on the date that is 7 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
title. 

(2) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in paragraph 
(1) affects any pay-for-performance project 
agreement entered into by the Secretary of 
Agriculture under this section before the 
date described in that paragraph. 
SEC. 5156. OUTDOOR RECREATION LEGACY PART-

NERSHIP PROGRAM. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible 

entity’’ means an entity or combination of 
entities that represents or otherwise serves a 
qualifying area. 

(2) ENTITY.—The term ‘‘entity’’ means— 
(A) a State; 
(B) a political subdivision of a State, in-

cluding— 
(i) a city; 
(ii) a county; or 
(iii) a special purpose district that man-

ages open space, including a park district; or 
(C) an Indian Tribe. 
(3) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian 

Tribe’’— 
(A) has the meaning given the term ‘‘In-

dian tribe’’ in section 102 of the Federally 
Recognized Indian Tribe List Act of 1994 (25 
U.S.C. 5130); and 

(B) includes Indian Tribes included on the 
list published by the Secretary under section 
104 of that Act (25 U.S.C. 5131). 

(4) LOW-INCOME COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘‘low-income community’’ has the same 
meaning given that term in section 45D(e)(1) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(5) QUALIFYING AREA.—The term ‘‘quali-
fying area’’ means— 

(A) an urbanized area or urban cluster that 
has a population of 25,000 or more in the 
most recent census; 

(B) 2 or more adjacent urban clusters with 
a combined population of 25,000 or more in 
the most recent census; or 

(C) an area with an outdoor recreation 
project referenced in subsection (b) adminis-
tered by an Indian Tribe. 

(b) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.— 
(1) CODIFICATION OF PROGRAM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—There is established the 

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Pro-
gram, under which the Secretary may award 
grants to eligible entities for projects— 

(i) to acquire land and water for parks and 
other outdoor recreation purposes in quali-
fying areas; and 

(ii) to develop new or renovate existing 
outdoor recreation facilities that provide 
outdoor recreation opportunities to the pub-
lic in qualifying areas. 

(B) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants to eligi-
ble entities under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall give priority to projects that— 

(i) create or significantly enhance access 
to park and recreational opportunities in a 
qualifying area; 

(ii) engage and empower low-income com-
munities and youth; 

(iii) provide employment or job training 
opportunities for youth or low-income com-
munities; 

(iv) establish or expand public-private 
partnerships, with a focus on leveraging re-
sources; and 

(v) take advantage of coordination among 
various levels of government. 

(2) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing a grant under paragraph (1), an eligible 
entity shall provide matching funds in the 
form of cash or an in-kind contribution in an 
amount equal to not less than 100 percent of 
the amounts made available under the grant. 

(B) PARTIAL WAIVER.—The Secretary may 
waive part of the matching requirement 
under subparagraph (A) if the Secretary de-
termines that— 

(i) no reasonable means are available 
through which the eligible entity can meet 
the matching requirement; and 

(ii) the probable benefit of the project out-
weighs the public interest in the full match-
ing requirement. 

(C) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more 
than 7 percent of funds provided to an eligi-
ble entity under a grant awarded under para-
graph (1) may be used for administrative ex-
penses. 

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—In awarding grants to 
eligible entities under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall consider the extent to which a 
project would— 

(A) provide recreation opportunities in 
low-income communities in which access to 
parks is not adequate to meet local needs; 

(B) provide opportunities for outdoor recre-
ation and public land volunteerism; 

(C) support innovative or cost-effective 
ways to enhance parks and other recre-
ation— 

(i) opportunities; or 
(ii) delivery of services; 
(D) support park and recreation activities 

and programs provided by local govern-
ments, including cooperative agreements 
with community-based nonprofit organiza-
tions; 

(E) develop Native American event sites 
and cultural gathering spaces; 

(F) provide benefits such as community re-
silience, reduction of urban heat islands, en-
hanced water or air quality, or habitat for 
fish or wildlife; and 

(G) facilitate any combination of purposes 
listed in subparagraphs (A) through (F). 

(4) ELIGIBLE USES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), an eligible entity may use a grant 
awarded under paragraph (1) for a project de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) or (B) of that 
paragraph. 

(B) LIMITATIONS ON USE.—An eligible entity 
may not use grant funds for— 

(i) incidental costs related to land acquisi-
tion, including appraisal and titling; 

(ii) operation and maintenance activities; 
(iii) facilities that support 

semiprofessional or professional athletics; 
(iv) indoor facilities, such as recreation 

centers or facilities that support primarily 
non-outdoor purposes; or 

(v) acquisition of land or interests in land 
that restrict public access. 

(C) CONVERSION TO OTHER THAN PUBLIC OUT-
DOOR RECREATION USE.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—No property acquired or 
developed with assistance under this section 
shall, without the approval of the Secretary, 
be converted to other than public outdoor 
recreation use. 

(ii) CONDITION FOR APPROVAL.—The Sec-
retary shall approve a conversion only if the 
Secretary finds it to be in accordance with 
the then-existing comprehensive Statewide 
outdoor recreation plan and only on such 
conditions as the Secretary considers nec-
essary to ensure the substitution of other 
recreation properties of at least equal fair 

market value and of reasonably equivalent 
usefulness and location. 

(iii) WETLAND AREAS AND INTERESTS THERE-
IN.—Wetland areas and interests therein as 
identified in the wetlands provisions of the 
comprehensive plan and proposed to be ac-
quired as suitable replacement property 
within the same State that is otherwise ac-
ceptable to the Secretary, acting through 
the Director of the National Park Service, 
shall be deemed to be of reasonably equiva-
lent usefulness with the property proposed 
for conversion. 

(c) REVIEW AND EVALUATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—In carrying out the Outdoor Recre-
ation Legacy Partnership Program, the Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) conduct an initial screening and tech-
nical review of applications received; 

(2) evaluate and score all qualifying appli-
cations; and 

(3) provide culturally and linguistically ap-
propriate information to eligible entities (in-
cluding low-income communities and eligi-
ble entities serving low-income commu-
nities) on— 

(A) the opportunity to apply for grants 
under this section; 

(B) the application procedures by which el-
igible entities may apply for grants under 
this section; and 

(C) eligible uses for grants under this sec-
tion. 

(d) REPORTING.— 
(1) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than 30 

days after the last day of each report period, 
each State-lead agency that receives a grant 
under this section shall annually submit to 
the Secretary performance and financial re-
ports that— 

(A) summarize project activities conducted 
during the report period; and 

(B) provide the status of the project. 
(2) FINAL REPORTS.—Not later than 90 days 

after the earlier of the date of expiration of 
a project period or the completion of a 
project, each State-lead agency that receives 
a grant under this section shall submit to 
the Secretary a final report containing such 
information as the Secretary may require. 
SEC. 5157. AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD PROTECTION 

PROGRAM ENHANCEMENT. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 308101 of title 54, 

United States Code, is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘§ 308101. Definitions 

‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) BATTLEFIELD REPORTS.—The term 

‘Battlefield Reports’ means, collectively— 
‘‘(A) the document entitled ‘Report on the 

Nation’s Civil War Battlefields’, prepared by 
the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission, 
and dated July 1993; and 

‘‘(B) the document entitled ‘Report to Con-
gress on the Historic Preservation of Revolu-
tionary War and War of 1812 Sites in the 
United States’, prepared by the National 
Park Service, and dated September 2007. 

‘‘(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary, acting through the 
American Battlefield Protection Program.’’. 

(b) PRESERVATION ASSISTANCE.—Section 
308102(a) of title 54, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘Federal’’ and all that 
follows through ‘‘organizations’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Federal agencies, States, Tribes, local 
governments, other public entities, edu-
cational institutions, and nonprofit organi-
zations’’. 

(c) BATTLEFIELD LAND ACQUISITION GRANTS 
IMPROVEMENTS.—Section 308103 of title 54, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) ELIGIBLE SITE DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘eligible site’— 

‘‘(1) means a site that— 
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‘‘(A) is not within the exterior boundaries 

of a unit of the National Park System; and 
‘‘(B) is identified in the Battlefield Reports 

as a battlefield; and 
‘‘(2) excludes sites identified in the Battle-

field Reports as associated historic sites.’’; 
(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘State 

and local governments’’ and inserting 
‘‘States, Tribes, local governments, and non-
profit organizations’’; 

(3) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘State or 
local government’’ and inserting ‘‘State, 
Tribe, or local government’’; and 

(4) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘under 
this section’’ and inserting ‘‘under this sec-
tion, including by States, Tribes, local gov-
ernments, and nonprofit organizations,’’. 

(d) BATTLEFIELD RESTORATION GRANTS IM-
PROVEMENTS.—Section 308105 of title 54, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a battlefield restoration grant pro-
gram (referred to in this section as the ‘pro-
gram’) under which the Secretary may pro-
vide grants to States, Tribes, local govern-
ments, and nonprofit organizations for 
projects that restore day-of-battle condi-
tions on— 

‘‘(1) land preserved and protected under the 
battlefield acquisition grant program estab-
lished under section 308103(b); or 

‘‘(2) battlefield land that is— 
‘‘(A) owned by a State, Tribe, local govern-

ment, or nonprofit organization; and 
‘‘(B) referred to in the Battlefield Re-

ports.’’; and 
(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE SITES.—The Secretary may 

make grants under this section for Revolu-
tionary War, War of 1812, and Civil War bat-
tlefield sites— 

‘‘(1) eligible for assistance under the bat-
tlefield acquisition grant program estab-
lished under section 308103(b); or 

‘‘(2) on battlefield land that is— 
‘‘(A) owned by a State, Tribe, local govern-

ment, or nonprofit organization; and 
‘‘(B) referred to in battlefield reports.’’. 
(e) UPDATES AND IMPROVEMENTS.—Chapter 

3081 of title 54, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 308106. Updates and improvements to Bat-

tlefield Reports 
‘‘Not later than 2 years after the date of 

the enactment of this section, and every 10 
years thereafter, the Secretary shall submit 
to Congress a report that updates the Battle-
field Reports to reflect— 

‘‘(1) preservation activities carried out at 
the battlefields in the period since the publi-
cation of the most recent Battlefield Reports 
update; 

‘‘(2) changes in the condition, including 
core and study areas, of the battlefields dur-
ing that period; and 

‘‘(3) any other relevant developments relat-
ing to the battlefields during that period.’’. 

(f) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 3081 of title 54, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) by amending the item relating to sec-
tion 308101 to read as follows: 
‘‘308101. Definitions’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘308106. Updates and improvements to Bat-

tlefield Reports’’. 
TITLE II—ACCESS AMERICA 

SEC. 5201. DEFINITIONS. 
In this title: 
(1) ACCESSIBLE TRAIL.—The term ‘‘acces-

sible trail’’ means a trail that meets the re-
quirements for a trail under the Architec-
tural Barriers Act accessibility guidelines. 

(2) ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT ACCESSI-
BILITY GUIDELINES.—The term ‘‘Architectural 
Barriers Act accessibility guidelines’’ means 
the accessibility guidelines set forth in ap-
pendices C and D to part 1191 of title 36, Code 
of Federal Regulations (or successor regula-
tions). 

(3) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘‘as-
sistive technology’’ means any item, piece of 
equipment, or product system, whether ac-
quired commercially, modified, or cus-
tomized, that is used to increase, maintain, 
or improve functional capabilities of individ-
uals with disabilities, particularly with par-
ticipating in outdoor recreation activities. 

(4) GOLD STAR FAMILY MEMBER.—The term 
‘‘Gold Star Family member’’ means an indi-
vidual described in section 3.3 of Department 
of Defense Instruction 1348.36. 

(5) OUTDOOR CONSTRUCTED FEATURE.—The 
term ‘‘outdoor constructed feature’’ has the 
meaning given such term in appendix C to 
part 1191 of title 36, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations). 

(6) VETERANS ORGANIZATION.—The term 
‘‘veterans organization’’ means a service pro-
vider with outdoor recreation experience 
that serves members of the Armed Forces, 
veterans, or Gold Star Family members. 

Subtitle A—Access for People With 
Disabilities 

SEC. 5211. ACCESSIBLE RECREATION INVENTORY. 
(a) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 5 years 

after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretary concerned shall— 

(1) carry out a comprehensive assessment 
of outdoor recreation facilities on Federal 
recreational lands and waters under the ju-
risdiction of the respective Secretary con-
cerned to determine the accessibility of such 
outdoor recreation facilities, consistent with 
the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4151 et seq.) and section 504 of the Re-
habilitation Act (29 U.S.C. 794), including— 

(A) camp shelters, camping facilities, and 
camping units; 

(B) boat launch ramps; 
(C) hunting, fishing, shooting, or archery 

ranges or locations; 
(D) outdoor constructed features; 
(E) picnic facilities and picnic units; and 
(F) any other outdoor recreation facilities, 

as determined by the Secretary concerned; 
and 

(2) make information about such opportu-
nities available (including through the use of 
prominently displayed links) on public 
websites of— 

(A) each of the Federal land management 
agencies; and 

(B) each relevant unit and subunit of the 
Federal land management agencies. 

(b) INCLUSION OF CURRENT ASSESSMENTS.— 
As part of the comprehensive assessment re-
quired under subsection (a)(1), to the extent 
practicable, the Secretary concerned may 
rely on assessments completed or data gath-
ered prior to the date of the enactment of 
this title. 

(c) PUBLIC INFORMATION.—Not later than 7 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
title, the Secretary concerned shall identify 
opportunities to create, update, or replace 
signage and other publicly available infor-
mation, including web page information, re-
lated to accessibility and consistent with the 
Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
4151 et seq.) and section 504 of the Rehabili-
tation Act (29 U.S.C. 794) at outdoor recre-
ation facilities covered by the assessment re-
quired under subsection (a)(1). 
SEC. 5212. TRAIL INVENTORY. 

(a) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 7 years 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretary concerned shall— 

(1) conduct a comprehensive assessment of 
high-priority trails, in accordance with sub-

section (b), on Federal recreational lands 
and waters under the jurisdiction of the re-
spective Secretary concerned, including 
measuring each trail’s— 

(A) average and minimum tread width; 
(B) average and maximum running slope; 
(C) average and maximum cross slope; 
(D) tread type; and 
(E) length; and 
(2) make information about such high-pri-

ority trails available (including through the 
use of prominently displayed links) on public 
websites of— 

(A) each of the Federal land management 
agencies; and 

(B) each relevant unit and subunit of the 
Federal land management agencies. 

(b) SELECTION.—The Secretary concerned 
shall select high-priority trails to be as-
sessed under subsection (a)(1)— 

(1) in consultation with stakeholders, in-
cluding veterans organizations and organiza-
tions with expertise or experience providing 
outdoor recreation opportunities to individ-
uals with disabilities; 

(2) in a geographically equitable manner; 
and 

(3) in no fewer than 15 units or subunits 
managed by the Secretary concerned. 

(c) INCLUSION OF CURRENT ASSESSMENTS.— 
As part of the assessment required under 
subsection (a)(1), the Secretary concerned 
may, to the extent practicable, rely on as-
sessments completed or data gathered prior 
to the date of the enactment of this title. 

(d) PUBLIC INFORMATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretary concerned shall identify op-
portunities to replace signage and other pub-
licly available information, including web 
page information, related to such high-pri-
ority trails and consistent with the Archi-
tectural Barriers Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4151 et 
seq.) and section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act (29 U.S.C. 794) at high-priority trails cov-
ered by the assessment required under sub-
section (a)(1). 

(2) TREAD OBSTACLES.—As part of the as-
sessment required under subsection (a)(1), 
the Secretary may, to the extent prac-
ticable, include photographs or descriptions 
of tread obstacles and barriers. 

(e) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SPECIFICATION.— 
In publishing information about each trail 
under this subsection, the Secretary con-
cerned shall make public information about 
trails that do not meet the Architectural 
Barriers Act accessibility guidelines but 
could otherwise provide outdoor recreation 
opportunities to individuals with disabilities 
through the use of certain assistive tech-
nology. 
SEC. 5213. TRAIL ACCESSIBILITY PARTNERSHIPS. 

The Secretary concerned may enter into 
partnerships, contracts, or agreements with 
other Federal, State, Tribal, local, or private 
entities to— 

(1) measure high-priority trails as part of 
the assessment required under section 5212; 

(2) develop accessible trails under section 
5214; and 

(3) make minor modifications to existing 
trails to enhance recreational experiences 
for individuals with disabilities using assist-
ive technology— 

(A) in compliance with all applicable laws 
and land use and management plans of the 
Federal recreational lands and waters on 
which the accessible trail is located; and 

(B) in consultation with stakeholders, in-
cluding veterans organizations and organiza-
tions with expertise or experience providing 
outdoor recreation opportunities to individ-
uals with disabilities. 
SEC. 5214. ACCESSIBLE TRAILS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
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the Secretary concerned shall select a loca-
tion or locations to develop at least 3 new 
accessible trails— 

(1) on National Forest System lands in 
each region of the Forest Service; 

(2) on land managed by the National Park 
Service in each region of the National Park 
Service; 

(3) on land managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management in each region of the Bureau of 
Land Management; and 

(4) on land managed by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service in each region of 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 

(b) DEVELOPMENT.—In developing an acces-
sible trail under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary concerned— 

(1) may— 
(A) create a new accessible trail; 
(B) modify an existing trail into an acces-

sible trail; or 
(C) create an accessible trail from a com-

bination of new and existing trails; and 
(2) shall— 
(A) consult with stakeholders with respect 

to the feasibility and resources necessary for 
completing the accessible trail; 

(B) ensure the accessible trail complies 
with the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.) and section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. 794); and 

(C) to the extent practicable, ensure that 
outdoor constructed features supporting the 
accessible trail, including trail bridges, 
parking spaces, and restroom facilities, meet 
the requirements of the Architectural Bar-
riers Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.) and 
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 
U.S.C. 794). 

(c) COMPLETION.—Not later than 5 years 
after the date that appropriations are made 
in advance for such purpose, the Secretary 
concerned, in coordination with stakeholders 
described under subsection (b)(2), shall com-
plete each accessible trail selected under 
subsection (a). 

(d) MAPS, SIGNAGE, AND PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIALS.—For each accessible trail developed 
under subsection (a), the Secretary con-
cerned shall— 

(1) publish and distribute maps and install 
signage, consistent with Architectural Bar-
riers Act of 1968 accessibility guidelines and 
section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 
U.S.C. 794d); and 

(2) coordinate with stakeholders to lever-
age any non-Federal resources necessary for 
the development, stewardship, completion, 
or promotion of the accessible trail. 

(e) CONFLICT AVOIDANCE WITH OTHER 
USES.—In developing each accessible trail 
under subsection (a), the Secretary con-
cerned shall ensure that the accessible 
trail— 

(1) minimizes conflict with— 
(A) the uses, before the date of the enact-

ment of this title, of any trail that is part of 
that accessible trail; or 

(B) multiple-use areas where biking, hik-
ing, horseback riding, off-highway vehicle 
recreation, or use by pack and saddle stock 
are existing uses on the date of the enact-
ment of this title; 

(2) would not conflict with the purposes for 
which any trail is established under the Na-
tional Trails System Act (16 U.S.C. 1241 et 
seq.); and 

(3) complies with all applicable laws, regu-
lations, and land use and management plans 
of the Federal recreational lands and waters 
on which the accessible trail is located. 

(f) REPORTS.—Not later than 3 years after 
the date that funds are made available to 
carry out this section, and every 3 years 
thereafter until each accessible trail selected 
under subsection (a) is completed, the Sec-
retary concerned, in coordination with 
stakeholders and other interested organiza-

tions, shall publish a report that lists the ac-
cessible trails developed under this section. 
SEC. 5215. ACCESSIBLE RECREATION OPPORTU-

NITIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretary concerned shall select a loca-
tion to develop new accessible recreation op-
portunities— 

(1) on National Forest System lands in 
each region of the Forest Service; 

(2) on land managed by the National Park 
Service in each region of the National Park 
Service; 

(3) on land managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management in each region of the Bureau of 
Land Management; and 

(4) on land managed by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service in each region of 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 

(b) DEVELOPMENT.—In developing an acces-
sible recreation opportunity under sub-
section (a), the Secretary concerned— 

(1) may— 
(A) create a new accessible recreation op-

portunity; or 
(B) modify an existing recreation oppor-

tunity into an accessible recreation oppor-
tunity; and 

(2) shall— 
(A) consult with stakeholders with respect 

to the feasibility and resources necessary for 
completing the accessible recreation oppor-
tunity; 

(B) ensure the accessible recreation oppor-
tunity complies with the Architectural Bar-
riers Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.) and 
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 
U.S.C. 794); and 

(C) to the extent practicable, ensure that 
outdoor constructed features supporting the 
accessible recreation opportunity, including 
trail bridges, parking spaces and restroom 
facilities, meet the requirements of the Ar-
chitectural Barriers Act of 1968 and section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. 794). 

(c) ACCESSIBLE RECREATION OPPORTUNI-
TIES.—The accessible recreation opportuni-
ties developed under subsection (a) may in-
clude, where applicable, improving accessi-
bility or access to— 

(1) camp shelters, camping facilities, and 
camping units; 

(2) hunting, fishing, shooting, or archery 
ranges or locations; 

(3) snow activities, including skiing and 
snowboarding; 

(4) water activities, including kayaking, 
paddling, canoeing, and boat launch ramps; 

(5) rock climbing; 
(6) biking; 
(7) off-highway vehicle recreation; 
(8) picnic facilities and picnic units; 
(9) outdoor constructed features; and 
(10) any other new or existing recreation 

opportunities identified in consultation with 
stakeholders under subsection (b)(2), con-
sistent with the applicable laws and land use 
and management plans. 

(d) COMPLETION.—Not later than 5 years 
after the date that appropriations are made 
in advance for such purpose, the Secretary 
concerned, in coordination with stakeholders 
consulted with under subsection (b)(2), shall 
complete each accessible recreation oppor-
tunity selected under subsection (a). 

(e) MAPS, SIGNAGE, AND PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIALS.—For each accessible recreation op-
portunity developed under subsection (a), the 
Secretary concerned shall— 

(1) publish and distribute maps and install 
signage, consistent with Architectural Bar-
riers Act accessibility guidelines and section 
508 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. 794d); 
and 

(2) coordinate with stakeholders to lever-
age any non-Federal resources necessary for 
the development, stewardship, completion, 
or promotion of the accessible trail. 

(f) CONFLICT AVOIDANCE WITH OTHER 
USES.—In developing each accessible recre-
ation opportunity under subsection (a), the 
Secretary concerned shall ensure that the 
accessible recreation opportunity— 

(1) minimizes conflict with— 
(A) the uses, before the date of the enact-

ment of this title, of any Federal rec-
reational lands and waters on which the ac-
cessible recreation opportunity is located; or 

(B) multiple-use areas; and 
(2) complies with all applicable laws, regu-

lations, and land use and management plans. 
(g) REPORTS.—Not later than 3 years after 

the date that funds are made available to 
carry out this section and every 3 years until 
each accessible recreation opportunity se-
lected under subsection (a) is completed, the 
Secretary concerned, in coordination with 
stakeholders and other interested organiza-
tions, shall publish a report that lists the ac-
cessible recreation opportunities developed 
under this section. 
SEC. 5216. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY. 

In carrying out this subtitle, the Secretary 
concerned may enter into partnerships, con-
tracts, or agreements with other Federal, 
State, Tribal, local, or private entities, in-
cluding existing outfitting and guiding serv-
ices, to make assistive technology available 
on Federal recreational lands and waters. 
SEC. 5217. SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

Nothing in the subtitle shall be construed 
to create any conflicting standards with the 
Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
4151 et seq.) and section 504 of the Rehabili-
tation Act (29 U.S.C. 794). 

Subtitle B—Military and Veterans in Parks 
SEC. 5221. PROMOTION OF OUTDOOR RECRE-

ATION FOR MILITARY 
SERVICEMEMBERS AND VETERANS. 

Not later than 2 years after the date of the 
enactment of this title, the Secretary con-
cerned, in coordination with the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense, shall develop educational and public 
awareness materials to disseminate to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans, in-
cluding through preseparation counseling of 
the Transition Assistance Program under 
chapter 1142 of title 10, United States Code, 
on— 

(1) opportunities for members of the Armed 
Forces and veterans to access Federal rec-
reational lands and waters free of charge 
under section 805 of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6804); 

(2) the availability and location of acces-
sible trails, including new accessible trails 
developed and completed under section 5214; 

(3) the availability and location of acces-
sible recreation opportunities, including new 
accessible recreation opportunities devel-
oped and completed under section 5215; 

(4) access to, and assistance with, assistive 
technology; 

(5) outdoor-related volunteer and wellness 
programs; 

(6) the benefits of outdoor recreation for 
physical and mental health; 

(7) resources to access guided outdoor trips 
and other outdoor programs connected to the 
Department of Defense, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, the Department of the In-
terior, or the Department of Agriculture; 
and 

(8) programs and jobs focused on con-
tinuing national service such as Public Land 
Corps, AmeriCorps, and conservation corps 
programs. 
SEC. 5222. MILITARY VETERANS OUTDOOR 

RECREATION LIAISONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of the enactment of this title, 
and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions made in advance for such purpose, the 
Secretaries shall each establish within their 
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Departments the position of Military Vet-
erans Outdoor Recreation Liaison. 

(b) DUTIES.—The Military Veterans Out-
door Recreation Liaison shall— 

(1) coordinate the implementation of this 
subtitle; 

(2) implement recommendations identified 
by the Task Force on Outdoor Recreation for 
Veterans established under section 203 of the 
Veterans Comprehensive Prevention, Access 
to Care, and Treatment Act of 2020 (Public 
Law 116–214), including recommendations re-
lated to— 

(A) improving coordination between the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Department 
of Agriculture, Department of the Interior, 
and partner organizations regarding the use 
of Federal recreational lands and waters for 
facilitating health and wellness for veterans; 

(B) addressing identified barriers, includ-
ing augmenting the delivery of services of 
Federal programs, to providing veterans 
with greater opportunities to improve their 
health and wellness through outdoor recre-
ation on Federal recreational lands and 
waters; and 

(C) facilitating the use of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters for promoting 
wellness and facilitating the delivery of 
health care and therapeutic interventions for 
veterans; 

(3) coordinate with other Military Vet-
erans Outdoor Recreation Liaisons estab-
lished under this section and veterans orga-
nizations; and 

(4) promote outdoor recreation experiences 
for veterans on Federal recreational lands 
and waters through new and innovative ap-
proaches. 
SEC. 5223. PARTNERSHIPS TO PROMOTE MILI-

TARY AND VETERAN RECREATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 

may enter into partnerships or agreements 
with State, Tribal, local, or private entities 
with expertise in outdoor recreation, volun-
teer, accessibility, and health and wellness 
programs for members of the Armed Forces 
or veterans. 

(b) PARTNERSHIPS.—As part of a partner-
ship or agreement entered into under sub-
section (a), the Secretary concerned may 
host events on Federal recreational lands 
and waters designed to promote outdoor 
recreation among members of the Armed 
Forces and veterans. 

(c) FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—Under a partnership or agreement en-
tered into pursuant to subsection (a), the 
Secretary concerned may provide financial 
or technical assistance to the entity with 
which the respective Secretary concerned 
has entered into the partnership or agree-
ment to assist with— 

(1) the planning, development, and execu-
tion of events, activities, or programs de-
signed to promote outdoor recreation for 
members of the Armed Forces or veterans; or 

(2) the acquisition of assistive technology 
to facilitate improved outdoor recreation op-
portunities for members of the Armed Forces 
or veterans. 
SEC. 5224. NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR MILITARY 

AND VETERAN RECREATION. 
(a) STRATEGY.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this title, the 
Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor 
Recreation established under section 5113 
shall develop and make public a strategy to 
increase visits to Federal recreational lands 
and waters by members of the Armed Forces, 
veterans, and Gold Star Family members. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—A strategy developed 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) shall— 
(A) provide for the implementation of rec-

ommendations to facilitate the use of public 
recreation lands by veterans developed by 

the Task Force on Outdoor Recreation for 
Veterans under section 203 of the Veterans 
COMPACT Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–214); 

(B) establish objectives and quantifiable 
targets for increasing visits to Federal rec-
reational lands and waters by members of 
the Armed Forces, veterans, and Gold Star 
Family members; 

(C) be developed in coordination with ap-
propriate veterans organizations; 

(D) emphasize increased recreation oppor-
tunities on Federal recreational lands and 
waters for members of the Armed Forces, 
veterans, and Gold Star Family members; 
and 

(E) provide the anticipated costs to 
achieve the objectives and meet the targets 
established under subparagraphs (A) and (B); 
and 

(2) shall not establish any preference be-
tween similar recreation facilitated by non-
commercial or commercial entities. 

(c) UPDATE TO STRATEGY.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the publication of the 
strategy required under subsection (a), and 
annually thereafter for the following 3 years, 
the Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor 
Recreation shall update the strategy and 
make public the update. 
SEC. 5225. RECREATION RESOURCE ADVISORY 

COMMITTEES. 
Section 804(d) of the Federal Lands Recre-

ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6803(d)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘11’’ 
and inserting ‘‘12’’; 

(2) in paragraph (5)(D)(i)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Five’’ and inserting ‘‘Six’’; 

and 
(B) by inserting after subclause (V) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(VI) Veterans organizations, as such term 

is defined in section 5201 of the EXPLORE 
Act.’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘Eight’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Seven’’. 
SEC. 5226. CAREER AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTU-

NITIES FOR VETERANS. 
(a) PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary, in 

consultation with the Secretary of Labor, 
shall establish a pilot program to 
proactively inform veterans of available em-
ployment positions that relate to the con-
servation and resource management activi-
ties of the Department of the Interior. 

(2) POSITIONS.—The Secretary shall— 
(A) identify vacant positions in the Depart-

ment of the Interior that are appropriate to 
fill using the pilot program; 

(B) coordinate with the Military Veteran 
Outdoor Recreation Liaisons established 
under section 5222 to inform veterans of such 
vacant positions; and 

(C) to the maximum extent practicable, 
provide assistance to veterans in selecting 
one or more vacant positions to apply to, for 
which that veteran may be best qualified. 

(3) REPORTS.— 
(A) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later 

than 1 year after the date on which the pilot 
program under paragraph (1) commences, the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Labor shall 
jointly provide to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the implemen-
tation of the pilot program. 

(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date on which the pilot program 
under paragraph (1) terminates under para-
graph (4), the Secretary and the Secretary of 
Labor shall jointly submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report on the 
pilot program that includes the following: 

(i) The number of veterans who applied to 
participate in the pilot program. 

(ii) The number of such veterans employed 
under the pilot program. 

(iii) The number of veterans identified in 
clause (ii) who transitioned to full-time posi-
tions with the Federal Government after 
participating in the pilot program. 

(iv) Any other information the Secretary 
and the Secretary of Labor determine appro-
priate with respect to measuring the effec-
tiveness of the pilot program. 

(4) DURATION.—The authority to carry out 
the pilot program under this subsection shall 
terminate on the date that is 2 years after 
the date on which the pilot program com-
mences. 

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate. 

(c) OUTDOOR RECREATION PROGRAM ATTEND-
ANCE.—The Secretaries are encouraged to 
work with the Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure 
servicemembers and veterans have access to 
outdoor recreation and outdoor-related vol-
unteer and wellness programs as part of the 
basic services provided to servicemembers 
and veterans. 

Subtitle C—Youth Access 
SEC. 5231. INCREASING YOUTH RECREATION VIS-

ITS TO FEDERAL LAND. 
(a) STRATEGY.—Not later than 2 years after 

the date of the enactment of this title, the 
Secretaries, acting jointly, shall develop and 
make public a strategy to increase the num-
ber of youth recreation visits to Federal rec-
reational lands and waters. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—A strategy developed 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) shall— 
(A) emphasize increased recreation oppor-

tunities on Federal recreational lands and 
waters for underserved youth; 

(B) establish objectives and quantifiable 
targets for increasing youth recreation vis-
its; and 

(C) provide the anticipated costs to achieve 
the objectives and meet the targets estab-
lished under subparagraph (B); and 

(2) shall not establish any preference be-
tween similar recreation facilitated by non-
commercial or commercial entities. 

(c) UPDATE TO STRATEGY.—Not later than 5 
years after the date of the publication of the 
strategy required under subsection (a), and 
every 5 years thereafter, the Secretaries 
shall update the strategy and make public 
the update. 

(d) AGREEMENTS.—The Secretaries may 
enter into contracts or cost-share agree-
ments (including contracts or agreements for 
the acquisition of vehicles) to carry out this 
section. 
SEC. 5232. EVERY KID OUTDOORS ACT EXTEN-

SION. 
Section 9001(b) of the John D. Dingell, Jr. 

Conservation, Management, and Recreation 
Act (Public Law 116–9) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘during 
the period beginning on September 1 and 
ending on August 31 of the following year’’ 
and inserting ‘‘for a 12-month period that be-
gins on a date determined by the Secre-
taries’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘the date 
that is 7 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2031’’. 

TITLE III—SIMPLIFYING OUTDOOR 
ACCESS FOR RECREATION 

SEC. 5301. DEFINITIONS. 
In this title: 
(1) COMMERCIAL USE AUTHORIZATION.—The 

term ‘‘commercial use authorization’’ means 
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a commercial use authorization to provide 
services to visitors to units of the National 
Park System under subchapter II of chapter 
1019 of title 54, United States Code. 

(2) MULTIJURISDICTIONAL TRIP.—The term 
‘‘multijurisdictional trip’’ means a trip 
that— 

(A) uses 2 or more units of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters; and 

(B) is under the jurisdiction of 2 or more 
Federal land management agencies. 

(3) RECREATION SERVICE PROVIDER.—The 
term ‘‘recreation service provider’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 802 of the 
Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act 
(16 U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by section 5311). 

(4) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT.—The term 
‘‘special recreation permit’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 802 of the Federal 
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 
U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by section 5311). 

(5) VISITOR-USE DAY.—The term ‘‘visitor- 
use day’’ means a visitor-use day, user day, 
launch, or other metric used by the Sec-
retary concerned for purposes of authorizing 
use under a special recreation permit. 

Subtitle A—Modernizing Recreation 
Permitting 

SEC. 5311. SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT AND 
FEE. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 802 of the Fed-
eral Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 
U.S.C. 6801) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 802. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this title: 
‘‘(1) ENTRANCE FEE.—The term ‘entrance 

fee’ means the recreation fee authorized to 
be charged to enter onto lands managed by 
the National Park Service or the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service. 

‘‘(2) EXPANDED AMENITY RECREATION FEE.— 
The term ‘expanded amenity recreation fee’ 
means the recreation fee authorized by sec-
tion 803(g). 

‘‘(3) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY.— 
The term ‘Federal land management agency’ 
means the National Park Service, the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau 
of Land Management, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, or the Forest Service. 

‘‘(4) FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS AND 
WATERS.—The term ‘Federal recreational 
lands and waters’ means lands or waters 
managed by a Federal land management 
agency. 

‘‘(5) NATIONAL PARKS AND FEDERAL REC-
REATIONAL LANDS PASS.—The term ‘National 
Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass’ 
means the interagency national pass author-
ized by section 805. 

‘‘(6) PASSHOLDER.—The term ‘passholder’ 
means the person who is issued a recreation 
pass. 

‘‘(7) RECREATION FEE.—The term ‘recre-
ation fee’ means an entrance fee, standard 
amenity recreation fee, expanded amenity 
recreation fee, or special recreation permit 
fee. 

‘‘(8) RECREATION PASS.—The term ‘recre-
ation pass’ means the National Parks and 
Federal Recreational Lands Pass or one of 
the other recreation passes available as au-
thorized by section 805. 

‘‘(9) RECREATION SERVICE PROVIDER.—The 
term ‘recreation service provider’ means a 
person that provides recreational services to 
the public under a special recreation permit 
under clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of paragraph 
(13)(A). 

‘‘(10) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘Secretaries’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture acting jointly. 

‘‘(11) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to a Federal land management agency 
(other than the Forest Service); and 

‘‘(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to the Forest Service. 

‘‘(12) SPECIAL ACCOUNT.—The term ‘special 
account’ means the special account estab-
lished in the Treasury under section 807 for 
a Federal land management agency.’’; 

‘‘(13) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘special recre-

ation permit’ means a permit issued by a 
Federal land management agency for the use 
of Federal recreational lands and waters that 
the Secretary determines to be in one of the 
following categories: 

‘‘(i) For— 
‘‘(I) a recurring outfitting, guiding, or, at 

the discretion of the Secretary, other recre-
ation service, the authorization for which is 
for a term of not more than 10 years; or 

‘‘(II) a recurring outfitting, guiding, or, at 
the discretion of the Secretary, other recre-
ation service, that occurs under a temporary 
special recreation permit authorized under 
section 5316 of the EXPLORE Act. 

‘‘(ii) For a single competitive activity or 
event or a related series of competitive ac-
tivities or events. 

‘‘(iii) For— 
‘‘(I) at the discretion of the Secretary, a 

single organized group recreation activity or 
event (including an activity or event in 
which motorized recreational vehicles are 
used or in which outfitting and guiding serv-
ices are used) that— 

‘‘(aa) is a structured or scheduled event or 
activity; 

‘‘(bb) is not competitive and is for fewer 
than 75 participants; 

‘‘(cc) may charge an entry or participation 
fee; 

‘‘(dd) involves fewer than 200 visitor-use 
days; and 

‘‘(ee) is undertaken or provided by the 
recreation service provider at the same site 
not more frequently than 3 times a year; and 

‘‘(II) at the discretion of the Secretary, a 
recurring organized group recreation activ-
ity or event (including an outfitting and 
guiding activity or event) that— 

‘‘(aa) is a structured or scheduled event or 
activity; 

‘‘(bb) is not competitive; 
‘‘(cc) may charge a participation fee; 
‘‘(dd) occurs in a group size of fewer than 

7 participants; 
‘‘(ee) involves fewer than 40 visitor-use 

days; and 
‘‘(ff) is undertaken or provided by the 

recreation service provider for a term of not 
more than 180 days. 

‘‘(iv) For a large-group activity or event 
that involves a number of participants equal 
to or greater than a number to be deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(v) For a specialized recreational use not 
described in clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv), such 
as— 

‘‘(I) an organizational camp; 
‘‘(II) participation by the public in a recre-

ation activity or recreation use of a specific 
area of Federal recreational lands and waters 
in which use by the public is allocated; and 

‘‘(III) any other type of recreational activ-
ity or event that requires an entry or par-
ticipation fee that is not strictly a sharing of 
the expenses incurred by the participants 
during the activity or event. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘special recre-
ation permit’ does not include— 

‘‘(i) a concession contract for the provision 
of accommodations, facilities, or services; 

‘‘(ii) a commercial use authorization issued 
under section 101925 of title 54, United States 
Code; or 

‘‘(iii) any other type of permit, including a 
special use permit administered by the Na-
tional Park Service. 

‘‘(14) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT FEE.— 
The term ‘special recreation permit fee’ 
means the fee authorized by section 803(h)(2). 

‘‘(15) STANDARD AMENITY RECREATION FEE.— 
The term ‘standard amenity recreation fee’ 
means the recreation fee authorized by sec-
tion 803(f). 

‘‘(16) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each 
of the several States, the District of Colum-
bia, and each territory of the United 
States.’’. 

(b) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMITS AND 
FEES.—Section 803 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘this Act’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘this title’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(5), by striking ‘‘section 
4(d)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 804(d)’’; and 

(3) by striking subsection (h) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(h) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMITS AND 
FEES.— 

‘‘(1) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMITS.— 
‘‘(A) APPLICATIONS.—The Secretary— 
‘‘(i) may develop and make available to the 

public an application to obtain a special 
recreation permit described in clause (v) of 
section 802(13)(A); and 

‘‘(ii) shall develop and make available to 
the public an application to obtain a special 
recreation permit described in each of 
clauses (i) through (iv) of section 802(13)(A). 

‘‘(B) ISSUANCE OF PERMITS.—On review of a 
completed application developed under sub-
paragraph (A), as applicable, and a deter-
mination by the Secretary that the appli-
cant is eligible for the special recreation per-
mit, the Secretary may issue to the appli-
cant a special recreation permit, subject to 
any terms and conditions that are deter-
mined to be necessary by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) INCIDENTAL SALES.—A special recre-
ation permit issued under this paragraph 
may include an authorization for sales that 
are incidental in nature to the permitted use 
of the Federal recreational lands and waters, 
except where otherwise prohibited by law. 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT FEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

charge a special recreation permit fee for the 
issuance of a special recreation permit in ac-
cordance with this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) PREDETERMINED SPECIAL RECREATION 
PERMIT FEES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graphs (D) and (E) of this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall establish and may charge, and 
update as necessary, a predetermined fee, de-
scribed in clause (ii) of this subparagraph, 
for a special recreation permit described in 
clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of section 802(13)(A) for 
a specific type of use on a unit of Federal 
recreational lands and waters, consistent 
with the criteria set forth in clause (iii) of 
this subparagraph. 

‘‘(ii) TYPE OF FEE.—A predetermined fee de-
scribed in clause (i) shall be— 

‘‘(I) a fixed fee that is assessed per special 
recreation permit, including a fee with an as-
sociated size limitation or other criteria as 
determined to be appropriate by the Sec-
retary; or 

‘‘(II) an amount assessed per visitor-use 
day. 

‘‘(iii) CRITERIA.—A predetermined fee 
under clause (i) shall— 

‘‘(I) have been established before the date 
of the enactment of the EXPLORE Act; 

‘‘(II) if established after the date of the en-
actment of the EXPLORE Act— 

‘‘(aa) be in accordance with subsection (b); 
and 

‘‘(bb) be comparable to an amount de-
scribed in subparagraph (D)(ii) or (E)(ii), as 
applicable; or 
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‘‘(III) beginning on the date that is 2 years 

after the date of the enactment of the EX-
PLORE Act, be $6 per visitor-use day in in-
stances in which the Secretary has not es-
tablished a predetermined fee under sub-
clause (I) or (II) until such time as the Sec-
retary establishes a different fee under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(C) CALCULATION OF FEES FOR SPECIALIZED 
RECREATIONAL USES AND LARGE-GROUP ACTIVI-
TIES OR EVENTS.—The Secretary may, at the 
discretion of the Secretary, establish and 
charge a fee for a special recreation permit 
described in clause (iv) or (v) of section 
802(13)(A). 

‘‘(D) CALCULATION OF FEES FOR SINGLE OR-
GANIZED GROUP RECREATION ACTIVITIES OR 
EVENTS, COMPETITIVE EVENTS, AND CERTAIN 
RECURRING ORGANIZED GROUP RECREATION AC-
TIVITIES.—If the Secretary elects to charge a 
fee for a special recreation permit described 
in clause (ii) or (iii) of section 802(13)(A), the 
Secretary shall charge the recreation service 
provider, based on the election of the recre-
ation service provider— 

‘‘(i) the applicable predetermined fee estab-
lished under subparagraph (B); or 

‘‘(ii) an amount equal to a percentage of, 
to be determined by the Secretary, but to 
not to exceed 5 percent of, adjusted gross re-
ceipts calculated under subparagraph (F). 

‘‘(E) CALCULATION OF FEES FOR TEMPORARY 
PERMITS AND LONG-TERM PERMITS.—Subject 
to subparagraph (G), if the Secretary elects 
to charge a fee for a special recreation per-
mit described in section 802(13)(A)(i), the 
Secretary shall charge the recreation service 
provider, based on the election of the recre-
ation service provider— 

‘‘(i) the applicable predetermined fee estab-
lished under subparagraph (B); or 

‘‘(ii) an amount equal to a percentage of, 
to be determined by the Secretary, but not 
to exceed 3 percent of, adjusted gross re-
ceipts calculated under subparagraph (F). 

‘‘(F) ADJUSTED GROSS RECEIPTS.—For the 
purposes of subparagraphs (D)(ii) and (E)(ii), 
the Secretary shall calculate the adjusted 
gross receipts collected for each trip or event 
authorized under a special recreation permit, 
using either of the following calculations, 
based on the election of the recreation serv-
ice provider: 

‘‘(i) The sum of— 
‘‘(I) the product obtained by multiplying— 
‘‘(aa) the general amount paid by partici-

pants of the trip or event to the recreation 
service provider for the applicable trip or 
event (excluding amounts related to goods, 
souvenirs, merchandise, gear, and additional 
food provided or sold by the recreation serv-
ice provider); and 

‘‘(bb) the quotient obtained by dividing— 
‘‘(AA) the number of days of the trip or 

event that occurred on Federal recreational 
lands and waters covered by the special 
recreation permit, rounded to the nearest 
whole day; by 

‘‘(BB) the total number of days of the trip 
or event; and 

‘‘(II) the amount of any additional revenue 
received by the recreation service provider 
for an add-on activity or an optional excur-
sion that occurred on the Federal rec-
reational lands and waters covered by the 
special recreation permit. 

‘‘(ii) The difference between— 
‘‘(I) the total cost paid by the participants 

of the trip or event for the trip or event to 
the recreation service provider— 

‘‘(aa) including any additional revenue re-
ceived by the recreation service provider for 
an add-on activity or an optional excursion; 
and 

‘‘(bb) excluding the amount of any reve-
nues from goods, souvenirs, merchandise, 
gear, and additional food provided or sold by 

the recreation service provider to the par-
ticipants of the applicable trip or event; and 

‘‘(II) the sum of— 
‘‘(aa) the amount of any costs or revenues 

from services and activities provided or sold 
by the recreation service provider to the par-
ticipants of the trip or event that occurred 
in a location other than Federal recreational 
lands and waters (including costs for travel 
and lodging outside Federal recreational 
lands and waters); and 

‘‘(bb) the amount of any revenues from any 
service provided by a recreation service pro-
vider for an activity on Federal recreational 
lands and waters that is not covered by the 
special recreation permit. 

‘‘(G) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraphs (D) and (E), the Secretary may 
charge a recreation service provider a min-
imum annual fee for a special recreation per-
mit described in clauses (i), (ii), or (iii) of 
section 802(13)(A). 

‘‘(H) SAVINGS CLAUSES.— 
‘‘(i) EFFECT.—Nothing in this paragraph af-

fects any fee for— 
‘‘(I) a concession contract administered by 

the National Park Service or the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service for the pro-
vision of accommodations, facilities, or serv-
ices; or 

‘‘(II) a commercial use authorization or 
special use permit for use of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters managed by the 
National Park Service. 

‘‘(ii) COST RECOVERY.—Nothing in this 
paragraph affects the ability of the Sec-
retary to recover any administrative costs 
under section 5320 of the EXPLORE Act. 

‘‘(iii) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT FEES AND 
OTHER RECREATION FEES.—The collection of a 
special recreation permit fee under this 
paragraph shall not affect the authority of 
the Secretary to collect an entrance fee, a 
standard amenity recreation fee, or an ex-
panded amenity recreation fee authorized 
under subsections (e), (f), and (g). 

‘‘(iv) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Noth-
ing in this paragraph affects the ability of 
the Secretary to issue permits or collect fees 
under another provision of law, including the 
National Forest Organizational Camp Fee 
Improvement Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6231 et 
seq.). 

‘‘(i) DISCLOSURE OF RECREATION FEES AND 
USE OF RECREATION FEES.— 

‘‘(1) NOTICE OF ENTRANCE FEES, STANDARD 
AMENITY RECREATION FEES, EXPANDED AMEN-
ITY RECREATION FEES, AND AVAILABLE RECRE-
ATION PASSES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall post 
clear notice of any entrance fee, standard 
amenity recreation fee, expanded amenity 
recreation fee, and available recreation 
passes— 

‘‘(i) at appropriate locations in each unit 
or area of Federal recreational land and 
waters at which an entrance fee, standard 
amenity recreation fee, or expanded amenity 
recreation fee is charged; and 

‘‘(ii) on the appropriate website for such 
unit or area. 

‘‘(B) PUBLICATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
include in publications distributed at a unit 
or area or described in subparagraph (A) the 
notice described in that subparagraph. 

‘‘(2) NOTICE OF USES OF RECREATION FEES.— 
Beginning on January 1, 2026, the Secretary 
shall annually post, at the location at which 
a recreation fee described in paragraph (1)(A) 
is collected, clear notice of— 

‘‘(A) the total recreation fees collected 
during each of the 2 preceding fiscal years at 
the respective unit or area of the Federal 
land management agency; and 

‘‘(B) each use during the preceding fiscal 
year of the applicable recreation fee or recre-
ation pass revenues collected under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(3) NOTICE OF RECREATION FEE PROJECTS.— 
To the extent practicable, the Secretary 
shall post clear notice at the location at 
which work is performed using recreation fee 
and recreation pass revenues collected under 
this section. 

‘‘(4) CENTRALIZED REPORTING ON AGENCY 
WEBSITES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 
1, 2025, and not later than 60 days after the 
beginning of each fiscal year thereafter, the 
Secretary shall post on the website of the ap-
plicable Federal land management agency a 
searchable list of each use during the pre-
ceding fiscal year of the recreation fee or 
recreation pass revenues collected under this 
section. 

‘‘(B) LIST COMPONENTS.—The list required 
under subparagraph (A) shall include, with 
respect to each use described in that sub-
paragraph— 

‘‘(i) a title and description of the overall 
project; 

‘‘(ii) a title and description for each com-
ponent of the project; 

‘‘(iii) the location of the project; and 
‘‘(iv) the amount obligated for the project. 
‘‘(5) NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS.—A recreation 

service provider may inform a customer of 
the recreation service provider of any fee 
charged by the Secretary under this sec-
tion.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 804 
of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhance-
ment Act (16 U.S.C. 6803) is amended by 
striking subsection (e). 

(d) USE OF SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT 
REVENUE.—Section 808 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6807) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘this Act’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘this title’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)(3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘6(a) 

or a visitor reservation service.’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘806(a) or a visitor reservation service;’’; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(G) the processing of special recreation 

permit applications and administration of 
special recreation permits; and 

‘‘(H) the improvement of the operation of 
the special recreation permit program under 
section 803(h).’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘section 

5(a)(7)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 805(a)(7)’’; and 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section 

5(d)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 805(d)’’. 
(e) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 810 of the 

Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act 
(16 U.S.C. 6809) is amended by striking ‘‘2019’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2031’’. 
SEC. 5312. PERMITTING PROCESS IMPROVE-

MENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—To simplify the process of 

the issuance and reissuance of special recre-
ation permits and reduce the cost of admin-
istering special recreation permits under 
section 803(h) of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802(h)) (as 
amended by this title), the Secretaries shall 
each— 

(1) not later than 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this Act— 

(A) evaluate the process for issuing special 
recreation permits; 

(B) based on the evaluation under subpara-
graph (A), identify opportunities to— 

(i) eliminate duplicative processes with re-
spect to issuing special recreation permits; 

(ii) reduce costs for the issuance of special 
recreation permits; 

(iii) decrease processing times for special 
recreation permits; and 
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(iv) issue simplified special recreation per-

mits, including special recreation permits 
for an organized group recreation activity or 
event under subsection (e); and 

(C) use or incorporate existing evaluations 
and analyses, as applicable, in carrying out 
this section; and 

(2) not later than 1 year after the date on 
which the Secretaries complete their respec-
tive evaluation and identification processes 
under paragraph (1), revise, as necessary, rel-
evant agency regulations and guidance docu-
ments, including regulations and guidance 
documents relating to the environmental re-
view process, for special recreation permits 
to implement the improvements identified 
under paragraph (1)(B). 

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 

shall, to the maximum extent practicable, 
utilize available tools, including tiering to 
existing programmatic reviews, as appro-
priate, to facilitate an effective and efficient 
environmental review process for activities 
undertaken by the Secretary concerned re-
lating to the issuance of special recreation 
permits. 

(2) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS.—Not later 
than 2 years after the date of the enactment 
of this title, the Secretary concerned shall— 

(A) evaluate whether existing categorical 
exclusions available to the Secretary con-
cerned on the date of the enactment of this 
title are consistent with the provisions of 
this title; 

(B) evaluate whether a modification of an 
existing categorical exclusion or the estab-
lishment of 1 or more new categorical exclu-
sions developed in compliance with the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) is necessary to undertake 
an activity described in paragraph (1) in a 
manner consistent with the authorities and 
requirements in this title; and 

(C) revise relevant agency regulations and 
policy statements and guidance documents, 
as necessary, to modify existing categorical 
exclusions or incorporate new categorical ex-
clusions based on evaluations conducted 
under this paragraph. 

(c) NEEDS ASSESSMENTS.—Except as re-
quired under subsection (c) or (d) of section 
4 of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133), the 
Secretary concerned shall not conduct a 
needs assessment as a condition of issuing a 
special recreation permit under section 
803(h) of the Federal Lands Recreation En-
hancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802(h)) (as amend-
ed by this title). 

(d) ONLINE APPLICATIONS.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
title, the Secretaries shall make the applica-
tion for a special recreation permit under 
section 803(h) of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802(h)) (as 
amended by this title), including a 
reissuance of a special recreation permit 
under that section, available for completion 
and submission— 

(1) online; 
(2) by mail or electronic mail; and 
(3) in person at the field office for the ap-

plicable Federal recreational lands and 
waters. 

(e) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMITS FOR AN 
ORGANIZED GROUP RECREATION ACTIVITY OR 
EVENT.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT FOR AN OR-

GANIZED GROUP RECREATION ACTIVITY OR 
EVENT.—The term ‘‘special recreation permit 
for an organized group recreation activity or 
event’’ means a special recreation permit de-
scribed in paragraph (13)(A)(iii) of section 802 
of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhance-
ment Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by this 
title). 

(B) YOUTH GROUP.—The term ‘‘youth 
group’’ means a recreation service provider 
that predominantly serves individuals not 
older than 25 years of age. 

(2) EXEMPTION FROM CERTAIN ALLOCATIONS 
OF USE.—If the Secretary concerned allocates 
visitor-use days available for an area or ac-
tivity on Federal recreational lands and 
waters among recreation service providers 
that hold a permit described in paragraph 
(13)(A)(i) of section 802 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) 
(as amended by this title), the Secretary 
concerned may issue a special recreation 
permit for an organized group recreation ac-
tivity or event for such Federal recreational 
lands and waters, subject to the require-
ments under paragraph (3), notwithstanding 
the availability or allocation of visitor-use 
days to holders of a permit described in para-
graph (13)(A)(i) of section 802 of the Federal 
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 
U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by this title). 

(3) ISSUANCE.—In accordance with para-
graphs (5) and (6), if use by the general public 
is not subject to a limited entry permit sys-
tem and if capacity is available for the times 
or days in which the proposed activity or 
event would be undertaken, on request of a 
recreation service provider (including a 
youth group) to conduct an organized group 
recreation activity or event, the Secretary 
concerned— 

(A) shall make a nominal effects deter-
mination to determine whether the proposed 
activity or event would have more than 
nominal effects on Federal recreational 
lands and waters, resources, and programs; 
and 

(B)(i) shall not require a recreation service 
provider (including a youth group) to obtain 
a special recreation permit for an organized 
group recreation activity or event if the Sec-
retary concerned determines— 

(I) the proposed activity or event to be un-
dertaken would have only nominal effects on 
Federal recreational lands and waters, re-
sources, and programs; and 

(II) establishing additional terms and con-
ditions for the proposed activity or event is 
not necessary to protect or avoid conflict on 
or with Federal recreational lands and 
waters, resources, and programs; 

(ii) in the case of an organized group recre-
ation activity or event described in para-
graph (13)(A)(iii)(I) of section 802 of the Fed-
eral Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 
U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by this title), may 
issue to a recreation service provider (in-
cluding a youth group) a special recreation 
permit for an organized group recreation ac-
tivity or event, subject to any terms and 
conditions as are determined to be appro-
priate by the Secretary concerned, if the 
Secretary concerned determines— 

(I) the proposed activity or event to be un-
dertaken would have only nominal effects on 
Federal recreational lands and waters, re-
sources, and programs; and 

(II) establishing additional terms and con-
ditions for the proposed activity or event is 
necessary to protect or avoid conflict on or 
with Federal recreational lands and waters, 
resources, and programs; 

(iii) in the case of an organized group 
recreation activity or event described in 
paragraph (13)(A)(iii)(II) of section 802 of 
that Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by this 
title), shall issue to a recreation service pro-
vider (including a youth group) a special 
recreation permit for an organized group 
recreation activity or event, subject to such 
terms and conditions determined to be ap-
propriate by the Secretary concerned, if the 
Secretary concerned determines— 

(I) the proposed activity or event to be un-
dertaken would have only nominal effects on 

Federal recreational lands and waters, re-
sources, and programs; and 

(II) establishing additional terms and con-
ditions for the proposed activity or event is 
necessary to protect or avoid conflict on or 
with Federal recreational lands and waters, 
resources, and programs; and 

(iv) may issue to a recreation service pro-
vider (including a youth group) a special 
recreation permit for an organized group 
recreation activity or event, subject to any 
terms and conditions determined to be ap-
propriate by the Secretary concerned, if the 
Secretary concerned determines— 

(I) the proposed activity or event to be un-
dertaken may have more than nominal ef-
fects on Federal recreational lands and 
waters, resources, and programs; and 

(II) establishing additional terms and con-
ditions for the proposed activity or event 
would be necessary to protect or avoid con-
flict on or with Federal recreational lands 
and waters, resources, and programs. 

(4) FEES.—The Secretary concerned may 
elect not to charge a fee to a recreation serv-
ice provider (including a youth group) for a 
special recreation permit for an organized 
group recreation activity or event. 

(5) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
section prevents the Secretary concerned 
from limiting or abating the allowance of a 
proposed activity or event under paragraph 
(3)(B)(i) or the issuance of a special recre-
ation permit for an organized group recre-
ation activity or event, based on resource 
conditions, administrative burdens, or safety 
issues. 

(6) QUALIFICATIONS.—A special recreation 
permit for an organized group recreation ac-
tivity or event issued under paragraph (3) 
shall be subject to the health and safety 
standards required by the Secretary con-
cerned for a permit issued under paragraph 
(13)(A)(i) of section 802 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) 
(as amended by this title). 

SEC. 5313. PERMIT FLEXIBILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 
shall establish guidelines to allow a holder of 
a special recreation permit under subsection 
(h) of section 803 of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) (as 
amended by this title), to engage in another 
recreational activity under the special recre-
ation permit that is substantially similar to 
the specific activity authorized under the 
special recreation permit. 

(b) CRITERIA.—For the purposes of this sec-
tion, a recreational activity shall be consid-
ered to be a substantially similar rec-
reational activity if the recreational activ-
ity— 

(1) is comparable in type, nature, scope, 
and ecological setting to the specific activ-
ity authorized under the special recreation 
permit; 

(2) does not result in a greater impact on 
natural and cultural resources than the im-
pact of the authorized activity; 

(3) does not adversely affect— 
(A) any other holder of a special recreation 

permit or other permit; or 
(B) any other authorized use of the Federal 

recreational lands and waters; and 
(4) is consistent with— 
(A) any applicable laws (including regula-

tions); and 
(B) the land management plan, resource 

management plan, or equivalent plan appli-
cable to the Federal recreational lands and 
waters. 

(c) SURRENDER OF UNUSED VISITOR-USE 
DAYS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—A recreation service pro-
vider holding a special recreation permit de-
scribed in paragraph (13)(A)(i) of section 802 
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of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhance-
ment Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by this 
title) may— 

(A) notify the Secretary concerned of an 
inability to use visitor-use days annually al-
located to the recreation service provider 
under the special recreation permit; and 

(B) surrender to the Secretary concerned 
the unused visitor-use days for the applica-
ble year for temporary reassignment under 
section 5318(b). 

(2) DETERMINATION.—To ensure a recre-
ation service provider described in paragraph 
(1) is able to make an informed decision be-
fore surrendering any unused visitor-use day 
under paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary con-
cerned shall, on the request of the applicable 
recreation service provider, determine and 
notify the recreation service provider wheth-
er the unused visitor-use day meets the re-
quirement described in section 5317(b)(3)(B) 
before the recreation service provider sur-
renders the unused visitor-use day. 

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section affects 
any authority of, regulation issued by, or de-
cision of the Secretary concerned relating to 
the use of electric bicycles on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters under any other 
Federal law. 
SEC. 5314. PERMIT ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) PERMIT AVAILABILITY.— 
(1) NOTIFICATIONS OF PERMIT AVAIL-

ABILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), in an area of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters in which use by 
recreation service providers is allocated, if 
the Secretary concerned determines that vis-
itor-use days are available for allocation to 
recreation service providers or holders of a 
commercial use authorization for outfitting 
and guiding, the Secretary concerned shall 
publish that information on the website of 
the agency that administers the applicable 
area of Federal recreational lands and 
waters. 

(B) EFFECT.—Nothing in this paragraph— 
(i) applies to— 
(I) the reissuance of an existing special 

recreation permit or commercial use author-
ization for outfitting and guiding; or 

(II) the issuance of a new special recreation 
permit or new commercial use authorization 
for outfitting and guiding issued to the pur-
chaser of— 

(aa) a recreation service provider that is 
the holder of an existing special recreation 
permit; or 

(bb) a holder of an existing commercial use 
authorization for outfitting and guiding; or 

(ii) creates a prerequisite to the issuance of 
a special recreation permit or commercial 
use authorization for outfitting and guiding 
or otherwise limits the authority of the Sec-
retary concerned— 

(I) to issue a new special recreation permit 
or new commercial use authorization for 
outfitting and guiding; or 

(II) to add a new or additional use to an ex-
isting special recreation permit or an exist-
ing commercial use authorization for outfit-
ting and guiding. 

(2) UPDATES.—The Secretary concerned 
shall ensure that information published on 
the website under this subsection is consist-
ently updated to provide current and correct 
information to the public. 

(3) ELECTRONIC MAIL NOTIFICATIONS.—The 
Secretary concerned shall establish a system 
by which potential applicants for special 
recreation permits or commercial use au-
thorizations for outfitting and guiding may 
subscribe to receive notification by elec-
tronic mail of the availability of special 
recreation permits under section 803(h)(1) of 
the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement 
Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) (as amended by this title) 

or commercial use authorizations for outfit-
ting and guiding. 

(b) PERMIT APPLICATION OR PROPOSAL AC-
KNOWLEDGMENT.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date on which the Secretary concerned 
receives a completed application or a com-
plete proposal for a special recreation permit 
under section 803(h)(1) of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) 
(as amended by this title), the Secretary 
concerned shall— 

(1) provide to the applicant notice ac-
knowledging receipt of the application or 
proposal; and 

(2)(A) issue a final decision with respect to 
the application or proposal; or 

(B) provide to the applicant notice of a pro-
jected date for a final decision on the appli-
cation or proposal. 

(c) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section ap-
plies to a concession contract issued by the 
National Park Service for the provision of 
accommodations, facilities, or services. 

SEC. 5315. SERVICE FIRST INITIATIVE; PERMITS 
FOR MULTIJURISDICTIONAL TRIPS. 

(a) REPEAL.—Section 330 of the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2001 (43 U.S.C. 1703), is 
repealed. 

(b) COOPERATIVE ACTION AND SHARING OF 
RESOURCES BY THE SECRETARIES OF THE INTE-
RIOR AND AGRICULTURE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year 2024, and 
each fiscal year thereafter, the Secretaries 
may carry out an initiative, to be known as 
the ‘‘Service First Initiative’’, under which 
the Secretaries, or Federal land management 
agencies within their departments, may— 

(A) establish programs to conduct projects, 
planning, permitting, leasing, contracting, 
and other activities, either jointly or on be-
half of one another; 

(B) co-locate in Federal offices and facili-
ties leased by an agency of the Department 
of the Interior or the Department of Agri-
culture; and 

(C) issue rules to test the feasibility of 
issuing unified permits, applications, and 
leases, subject to the limitations in this sec-
tion. 

(2) DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY.—The Secre-
taries may make reciprocal delegations of 
the respective authorities, duties, and re-
sponsibilities of the Secretaries in support of 
the Service First Initiative agency-wide to 
promote customer service and efficiency. 

(3) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section alters, 
expands, or limits the applicability of any 
law (including regulations) to land adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Land Management, 
National Park Service, United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service, or the Forest Service or 
matters under the jurisdiction of any other 
bureaus or offices of the Department of the 
Interior or the Department of Agriculture, 
as applicable. 

(4) TRANSFERS OF FUNDING.—Subject to the 
availability of appropriations and to facili-
tate the sharing of resources under the Serv-
ice First Initiative, the Secretaries are au-
thorized to mutually transfer funds between, 
or reimburse amounts expended from, appro-
priate accounts of either Department on an 
annual basis, including transfers and reim-
bursements for multiyear projects, except 
that this authority may not be used in a 
manner that circumvents requirements or 
limitations imposed on the use of any of the 
funds so transferred or reimbursed. 

(5) REPORT.—The Secretaries shall submit 
an annual report to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources of the Senate describing the 
activities undertaken as part of the Service 
First Initiative in the prior year. 

(c) PILOT PROGRAM FOR SPECIAL RECRE-
ATION PERMITS FOR MULTIJURISDICTIONAL 
TRIPS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretaries shall establish a pilot pro-
gram to offer to a person seeking an author-
ization for a multijurisdictional trip a set of 
separate special recreation permits or com-
mercial use authorizations that authorizes 
the use of each unit of Federal recreational 
lands and waters on which the multijuris-
dictional trip occurs, subject to the authori-
ties that apply to the applicable unit of Fed-
eral recreational lands and waters. 

(2) MINIMUM NUMBER OF PERMITS.—Not 
later than 4 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this title, the Secretaries shall issue 
not fewer than 10 sets of separate special 
recreation permits described in paragraph 
(13)(A)(i) of section 802 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) 
(as amended by this title) or commercial use 
authorizations under the pilot program es-
tablished under paragraph (1). 

(3) LEAD AGENCIES.—In carrying out the 
pilot program established under paragraph 
(1), the Secretaries shall— 

(A) designate a lead agency for issuing and 
administering a set of separate special recre-
ation permits or commercial use authoriza-
tions; and 

(B) select not fewer than 4 offices at which 
a person shall be able to apply for a set of 
separate special recreation permits or com-
mercial use authorizations, of which— 

(i) not fewer than 2 offices are managed by 
the Secretary; and 

(ii) not fewer than 2 offices are managed by 
the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through 
the Chief of the Forest Service. 

(4) RETENTION OF AUTHORITY BY THE APPLI-
CABLE SECRETARY.—Each of the Secretaries 
shall retain the authority to enforce the 
terms, stipulations, conditions, and agree-
ments in a set of separate special recreation 
permits or commercial use authorizations 
issued under the pilot program established 
under paragraph (1) that apply specifically to 
the use occurring on the Federal rec-
reational lands and waters managed by the 
applicable Secretary, under the authorities 
that apply to the applicable Federal rec-
reational lands and waters. 

(5) OPTION TO APPLY FOR SEPARATE SPECIAL 
RECREATION PERMITS OR COMMERCIAL USE AU-
THORIZATIONS.—A person seeking the appro-
priate permits or authorizations for a multi-
jurisdictional trip may apply for— 

(A) a separate special recreation permit or 
commercial use authorization for the use of 
each unit of Federal recreational lands and 
waters on which the multijurisdictional trip 
occurs; or 

(B) a set of separate special recreational 
permits or commercial use authorizations 
made available under the pilot program es-
tablished under paragraph (1). 

(6) EFFECT.—Nothing in this subsection ap-
plies to a concession contract issued by the 
National Park Service for the provision of 
accommodations, facilities, or services. 

SEC. 5316. FOREST SERVICE AND BUREAU OF 
LAND MANAGEMENT TEMPORARY 
SPECIAL RECREATION PERMITS FOR 
OUTFITTING AND GUIDING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this title, the 
Secretary concerned shall establish and im-
plement a program to authorize the issuance 
of temporary special recreation permits for 
new or additional recreational uses of Fed-
eral recreational land and water managed by 
the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(b) TERM OF TEMPORARY PERMITS.—A tem-
porary special recreation permit issued 
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under subsection (a) shall be issued for a pe-
riod of not more than 2 years. 

(c) CONVERSION TO LONG-TERM PERMIT.—If 
the Secretary concerned determines that a 
permittee under subsection (a) has com-
pleted 2 years of satisfactory operation 
under a permit or permits issued by the Sec-
retary concerned, the Secretary concerned 
may provide for the conversion of a tem-
porary special recreation permit issued 
under subsection (a) to a long-term special 
recreation permit. 

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this subsection al-
ters or affects the authority of the Secretary 
to issue a special recreation permit under 
subsection (h)(1) of section 803 of the Federal 
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 
U.S.C. 6802) (as amended by this title). 
SEC. 5317. REVIEWS FOR LONG-TERM PERMITS. 

(a) MONITORING.—The Secretary concerned 
shall monitor each recreation service pro-
vider issued a special recreation permit for 
compliance with the terms of the permit— 

(1) not less than annually or as frequently 
as needed (as determined by the Secretary 
concerned), in the case of a temporary spe-
cial recreation permit for outfitting and 
guiding issued under section 5316; and 

(2) not less than once every 2 years or as 
frequently as needed (as determined by the 
Secretary concerned), in the case of a special 
recreation permit described in paragraph 
(13)(A)(iv)(I) of section 802 of the Federal 
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 
U.S.C. 6801) (as amended by this title) that is 
issued for a term of not more than 10 years. 

(b) USE-OF-ALLOCATION REVIEWS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of Agri-

culture or the Secretary, as applicable, allo-
cates visitor-use days among special recre-
ation permits for outfitting and guiding, the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall, and the Sec-
retary may, review the use by the recreation 
service provider of the visitor-use days allo-
cated under a long-term special recreation 
permit described in paragraph (13)(A)(i)(I) of 
section 802 of the Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) (as amend-
ed by this title), once every 5 years. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS OF THE REVIEW.—In con-
ducting a review under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary concerned shall determine— 

(A) the number of visitor-use days that the 
recreation service provider used each year 
under the special recreation permit, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (3); and 

(B) the year in which the recreation serv-
ice provider used the most visitor-use days 
under the special recreation permit. 

(3) CONSIDERATION OF SURRENDERED, UN-
USED VISITOR-USE DAYS.—For the purposes of 
determining the number of visitor-use days a 
recreation service provider used in a speci-
fied year under paragraph (2)(A), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service, and the Sec-
retary, as applicable, shall consider an un-
used visitor-use day that has been surren-
dered under section 5313(c)(1)(B) as— 

(A) 1⁄2 of a visitor-use day used; or 
(B) 1 visitor-use day used, if the Secretary 

concerned determines the use of the allo-
cated visitor-use day had been or will be pre-
vented by a circumstance beyond the control 
of the recreation service provider. 
SEC. 5318. ADJUSTMENT OF ALLOCATED VISITOR- 

USE DAYS. 
(a) ADJUSTMENTS FOLLOWING USE OF ALLO-

CATION REVIEWS.—On the completion of a 
use-of-allocation review conducted under 
section 5317(b) for a special recreation per-
mit described in paragraph (13)(A)(i)(I) of 
section 802 of the Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) (as amend-
ed by this title), the Secretary concerned 
shall adjust the number of visitor-use days 
allocated to a recreation service provider 

under the special recreation permit as fol-
lows: 

(1) If the Secretary concerned determines 
that the performance of the recreation serv-
ice provider was satisfactory during the 
most recent review conducted under sub-
section (a) of section 5317, the annual num-
ber of visitor-use days allocated for each re-
maining year of the permit shall be equal to 
125 percent of the number of visitor-use days 
used, as determined under subsection 
(b)(2)(A) of that section, during the year 
identified under subsection (b)(2)(B) of that 
section, not to exceed the level allocated to 
the recreation service provider on the date 
on which the special recreation permit was 
issued. 

(2) If the Secretary concerned determines 
the performance of the recreation service 
provider is less than satisfactory during the 
most recent performance review conducted 
under subsection (a) of section 5317, the an-
nual number of visitor-use days allocated for 
each remaining year of the special recre-
ation permit shall be equal to not more than 
100 percent of the number of visitor-use days 
used, as determined under subsection 
(b)(2)(A) of that section during the year iden-
tified under subsection (b)(2)(B) of that sec-
tion. 

(b) TEMPORARY REASSIGNMENT OF UNUSED 
VISITOR-USE DAYS.—The Secretary concerned 
may temporarily assign unused visitor-use 
days, made available under section 
5313(c)(1)(B), to— 

(1) any other existing or potential recre-
ation service provider, notwithstanding the 
number of visitor-use days allocated to the 
special recreation permit holder under the 
special recreation permit held or to be held 
by the recreation service provider; or 

(2) any existing or potential holder of a 
special recreation permit described in clause 
(ii), (iii), or (v) of paragraph (13)(A) of section 
802 of the Federal Lands Recreation En-
hancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801) (as amended 
by this title), including the public. 

(c) ADDITIONAL CAPACITY.—If unallocated 
visitor-use days are available, the Secretary 
concerned may, at any time, amend a special 
recreation permit to allocate additional vis-
itor-use days to a qualified recreation serv-
ice provider. 
SEC. 5319. LIABILITY. 

(a) INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), as a condition of issuing a spe-
cial recreation permit under subsection 
(h)(1)(B) of section 803 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) 
(as amended by this title) or a commercial 
use authorization, the Secretary concerned 
may require the holder of the special recre-
ation permit or commercial use authoriza-
tion to have a commercial general liability 
insurance policy that— 

(A) is commensurate with the level of risk 
of the activities to be conducted under the 
special recreation permit or commercial use 
authorization; and 

(B) includes the United States as an addi-
tional insured in an endorsement to the ap-
plicable policy. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary concerned 
shall not require a holder of a special recre-
ation permit or commercial use authoriza-
tion to comply with the requirements of 
paragraph (1), if that permit or authorization 
is for— 

(A) participation by an unguided member 
of the public in a recreation activity in an 
area of Federal recreational lands and waters 
in which use by the unguided public is allo-
cated; or 

(B) low-risk activities, as determined by 
the Secretary concerned, including com-
memorative ceremonies. 

(b) INDEMNIFICATION BY GOVERNMENTAL EN-
TITIES.—The Secretary concerned shall not 
require a State, State agency, State institu-
tion, or political subdivision of a State to in-
demnify the United States for tort liability 
as a condition for issuing a special recre-
ation permit or commercial use authoriza-
tion to the extent the State, State agency, 
State institution, or political subdivision of 
a State is precluded by State law from pro-
viding indemnification to the United States 
for tort liability, if the State, State agency, 
State institution, or political subdivision of 
the State maintains the minimum amount of 
liability insurance coverage required by the 
Federal land management agency for the ac-
tivities conducted under the special recre-
ation permit or commercial use authoriza-
tion in the form of— 

(1) a commercial general liability insur-
ance policy, which includes the United 
States as an additional insured in an en-
dorsement to the policy, if the State is au-
thorized to obtain commercial general liabil-
ity insurance by State law; 

(2) self-insurance, which covers the United 
States as an additional insured, if authorized 
by State law; or 

(3) a combination of the coverage described 
in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(c) EXCULPATORY AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), a Federal land management 
agency shall not implement, administer, or 
enforce any regulation, guidance, or policy 
prohibiting the use of an exculpatory agree-
ment between a recreation service provider 
or a holder of a commercial use authoriza-
tion and a customer relating to services pro-
vided under a special recreation permit or a 
commercial use authorization. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Any exculpatory 
agreement used by a recreation service pro-
vider or holder of a commercial use author-
ization for an activity authorized under a 
special recreation permit or commercial use 
authorization— 

(A) shall shield the United States from any 
liability, if otherwise allowable under Fed-
eral law; and 

(B) shall not waive any liability of the 
recreation service provider or holder of the 
commercial use authorization that may not 
be waived under the laws (including common 
law) of the applicable State or for gross neg-
ligence, recklessness, or willful misconduct. 

(3) CONSISTENCY.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this title, 
the Secretaries shall— 

(A) review the policies of the Secretaries 
pertaining to the use of exculpatory agree-
ments by recreation service providers and 
holders of commercial use authorizations; 
and 

(B) revise any policy described in subpara-
graph (A) as necessary to make the policies 
of the Secretaries pertaining to the use of 
exculpatory agreements by recreation serv-
ice providers and holders of commercial use 
authorizations consistent with this sub-
section and across all Federal recreational 
lands and waters. 

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section ap-
plies to a concession contract issued by the 
National Park Service for the provision of 
accommodations, facilities, or services. 
SEC. 5320. COST RECOVERY REFORM. 

(a) COST RECOVERY FOR SPECIAL RECRE-
ATION PERMITS.—In addition to a fee col-
lected under section 803 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) 
or any other authorized fee collected by the 
Secretary concerned, the Secretary con-
cerned may assess and collect a reasonable 
fee from an applicant for, or holder of, a spe-
cial recreation permit to recover administra-
tive costs incurred by the Secretary con-
cerned for— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5463 July 24, 2024 
(1) processing a proposal or application for 

the special recreation permit; 
(2) issuing the special recreation permit; 

and 
(3) monitoring the special recreation per-

mit to ensure compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the special recreation permit. 

(b) DE MINIMIS EXEMPTION FROM COST RE-
COVERY.—If the administrative costs de-
scribed in subsection (a) are assessed on an 
hourly basis, the Secretary concerned shall— 

(1) establish an hourly de minimis thresh-
old that exempts a specified number of hours 
from the assessment and collection of ad-
ministrative costs described in subsection 
(a); and 

(2) charge an applicant only for any hours 
that exceed the de minimis threshold. 

(c) MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS.—If the Sec-
retary concerned collectively processes mul-
tiple applications for special recreation per-
mits for the same or similar services in the 
same unit of Federal recreational lands and 
waters, the Secretary concerned shall, to the 
extent practicable— 

(1) assess from the applicants the fee de-
scribed in subsection (a) on a prorated basis; 
and 

(2) apply the exemption described in sub-
section (b) to each applicant on an individual 
basis. 

(d) LIMITATION.—The Secretary concerned 
shall not assess or collect administrative 
costs under this section for a programmatic 
environmental review. 

(e) COST REDUCTION.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, the agency processing an 
application for a special recreation permit 
shall use existing studies and analysis to re-
duce the quantity of work and costs nec-
essary to process the application. 
SEC. 5321. AVAILABILITY OF FEDERAL, STATE, 

AND LOCAL RECREATION PASSES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Lands Recre-

ation Enhancement Act is amended by in-
serting after section 805 (16 U.S.C. 6804) the 
following: 
‘‘SEC. 805A. AVAILABILITY OF FEDERAL, STATE, 

AND LOCAL RECREATION PASSES. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To improve the avail-

ability of Federal, State, and local outdoor 
recreation passes, the Secretaries are en-
couraged to coordinate with States and 
counties regarding the availability of Fed-
eral, State, and local recreation passes to 
allow a purchaser to buy a Federal recre-
ation pass, State recreation pass, and local 
recreation pass in a single transaction. 

‘‘(2) INCLUDED PASSES.—Passes covered by 
the program established under paragraph (1) 
include— 

‘‘(A) an America the Beautiful—the Na-
tional Parks and Federal Recreational Lands 
Pass under section 805; and 

‘‘(B) any pass covering any fees charged by 
participating States and counties for en-
trance and recreational use of parks and pub-
lic land in the participating States. 

‘‘(b) AGREEMENTS WITH STATES AND COUN-
TIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries, after 
consultation with the States and counties, 
may enter into agreements with States and 
counties to coordinate the availability of 
passes as described in subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) REVENUE FROM PASS SALES.—Agree-
ments between the Secretaries, States, and 
counties entered into pursuant to this sec-
tion shall ensure that— 

‘‘(A) funds from the sale of State or local 
passes are transferred to the appropriate 
State agency or county government; 

‘‘(B) funds from the sale of Federal passes 
are transferred to the appropriate Federal 
agency; and 

‘‘(C) fund transfers are completed by the 
end of a fiscal year for all pass sales occur-
ring during the fiscal year.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents for the Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 805 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘Sec. 805A. Availability of Federal, State, 

and local recreation passes.’’. 
SEC. 5322. ONLINE PURCHASES AND ESTABLISH-

MENT OF A DIGITAL VERSION OF 
AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL—THE NA-
TIONAL PARKS AND FEDERAL REC-
REATIONAL LANDS PASSES. 

(a) ONLINE PURCHASES OF AMERICA THE 
BEAUTIFUL–THE NATIONAL PARKS AND FED-
ERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS PASS.—Section 
805(a)(6) of the Federal Lands Recreation En-
hancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6804(a)(6)) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (A) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall 
sell or otherwise make available the Na-
tional Parks and Federal Recreational Lands 
Pass— 

‘‘(i) at all Federal recreational lands and 
waters at which— 

‘‘(I) an entrance fee or a standard amenity 
recreation fee is charged; and 

‘‘(II) such sales or distribution of the Pass 
is feasible; 

‘‘(ii) at such other locations as the Secre-
taries consider appropriate and feasible; and 

‘‘(iii) through a prominent link to a cen-
tralized pass sale system on the website of 
each of the Federal land management agen-
cies and the websites of the relevant units 
and subunits of those agencies, which shall 
include information about where and when a 
National Parks and Federal Recreational 
Lands Pass may be used.’’. 

(b) DIGITAL VERSION OF THE AMERICA THE 
BEAUTIFUL—THE NATIONAL PARKS AND FED-
ERAL RECREATION LANDS PASS.—Section 
805(a) of the Federal Lands Recreation En-
hancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6804(a)) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(10) DIGITAL RECREATION PASSES.—Not 
later than January 1, 2026, the Secretaries 
shall— 

‘‘(A) establish a digital version of the Na-
tional Parks and Federal Recreational Lands 
Pass that is able to be stored on a mobile de-
vice, including with respect to free and dis-
counted passes; and 

‘‘(B) upon completion of a transaction for a 
National Parks and Federal Recreational 
Lands Pass, make immediately available to 
the passholder a digital version of the Na-
tional Parks and Federal Recreational Lands 
Pass established under subparagraph (A).’’. 

(c) ENTRANCE PASS AND AMENITY FEES.— 
Section 803 of the Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6802) (as amend-
ed by this title) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(j) ONLINE PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to providing 

onsite payment methods, the Secretaries 
may collect payment online, where feasible, 
for— 

‘‘(A) entrance fees under subsection (e); 
‘‘(B) standard amenity recreation fees 

under subsection (f); 
‘‘(C) expanded amenity recreation fees 

under subsection (g); and 
‘‘(D) special recreation permit fees. 
‘‘(2) DISTRIBUTION OF ONLINE PAYMENTS.— 

An online payment collected under para-
graph (1) that is associated with a specific 
unit or area of a Federal land management 
agency shall be distributed in accordance 
with section 805(c). 

‘‘(3) FEASIBILITY.—In determining feasi-
bility of online payment collection under 
paragraph (1), the Secretaries shall con-
sider— 

‘‘(A) the unique characteristics of the unit 
or area applicable to such online payment 
collection; 

‘‘(B) the ability of the public to access an 
online payment method, including avail-
ability of and access to broadband; and 

‘‘(C) pursuant to the requirements of sec-
tion 804, public concerns regarding the feasi-
bility of using an online payment method to 
collect fees at such unit or area.’’. 
SEC. 5323. SAVINGS PROVISION. 

Nothing in this subtitle, or in any amend-
ment made by this subtitle, shall be con-
strued as affecting the authority or responsi-
bility of the Secretary of the Interior to 
award concessions contracts for the provi-
sion of accommodations, facilities, and serv-
ices, or commercial use authorizations to 
provide services, to visitors to United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service refuges or units of 
the National Park System pursuant to sub-
chapter II of chapter 1019 of title 54, United 
States Code (formerly known as the ‘‘Na-
tional Park Service Concessions Manage-
ment Improvement Act of 1998’’), except that 
sections 5314(a), 5315, 5319(a), 5319(b), and 
5319(c) of this subtitle shall also apply to 
commercial use authorizations under that 
subchapter. 

Subtitle B—Making Recreation a Priority 
SEC. 5331. EXTENSION OF SEASONAL RECRE-

ATION OPPORTUNITIES. 
(a) DEFINITION OF SEASONAL CLOSURE.—In 

this section, the term ‘‘seasonal closure’’ 
means any period during which— 

(1) a unit, or portion of a unit, of Federal 
recreational lands and waters is closed to the 
public for a continuous period of 30 days or 
more, excluding temporary closures relating 
to wildlife conservation or public safety; and 

(2) permitted or allowable recreational ac-
tivities, which provide an economic benefit, 
including off-season or winter-season tour-
ism, do not take place at the unit, or portion 
of a unit, of Federal recreational lands and 
waters. 

(b) COORDINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall con-

sult and coordinate with outdoor recreation- 
related businesses operating on, or adjacent 
to, a unit of Federal recreational lands and 
waters, State offices of outdoor recreation, 
local destination marketing organizations, 
applicable trade organizations, nonprofit or-
ganizations, Indian Tribes, local govern-
ments, and institutions of higher edu-
cation— 

(A) to better understand— 
(i) trends with respect to visitors to the 

unit of Federal recreational lands and 
waters; 

(ii) the effect of seasonal closures on areas 
of, or infrastructure on, units of Federal rec-
reational lands and waters on outdoor recre-
ation opportunities, adjacent businesses, and 
local tax revenue; and 

(iii) opportunities to extend the period of 
time during which areas of, or infrastructure 
on, units of Federal recreational lands and 
waters are open to the public to increase 
outdoor recreation opportunities and associ-
ated revenues for businesses and local gov-
ernments; and 

(B) to solicit input from, and provide infor-
mation for, outdoor recreation marketing 
campaigns. 

(2) LOCAL COORDINATION.—As part of the 
consultation and coordination required 
under subparagraph (1), the Secretaries shall 
encourage relevant unit managers of Federal 
recreational lands and waters managed by 
the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, and the National Park Service to 
consult and coordinate with local govern-
ments, Indian Tribes, outdoor recreation-re-
lated businesses, and other local stake-
holders operating on or adjacent to the rel-
evant unit of Federal recreational lands and 
waters. 

(c) EXTENSIONS BEYOND SEASONAL CLO-
SURES.— 
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(1) EXTENSION OF RECREATIONAL SEASON.— 

In the case of a unit of Federal recreational 
lands and waters managed by the Forest 
Service, the Bureau of Land Management, or 
the National Park Service in which rec-
reational use is highly seasonal, the Sec-
retary concerned, acting through the rel-
evant unit manager, may— 

(A) as appropriate, extend the recreation 
season or increase recreation use in a sus-
tainable manner during the offseason; and 

(B) make information about extended sea-
son schedules and related recreational oppor-
tunities available to the public and local 
communities. 

(2) DETERMINATION.—In determining wheth-
er to extend the recreation season under this 
subsection, the Secretary concerned, acting 
through the relevant unit manager, shall 
consider the benefits of extending the recre-
ation season— 

(A) for the duration of income to gateway 
communities; and 

(B) to provide more opportunities to visit 
resources on units of Federal recreational 
lands and waters to reduce crowding during 
peak visitation. 

(3) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this sub-
section precludes the Secretary concerned, 
acting through the relevant unit manager, 
from providing for additional recreational 
opportunities and uses at times other than 
those described in this subsection. 

(4) INCLUSIONS.—An extension of a recre-
ation season or an increase in recreation use 
during the offseason under paragraph (1) may 
include— 

(A) the addition of facilities that would in-
crease recreation use during the offseason; 
and 

(B) improvement of access to the relevant 
unit to extend the recreation season. 

(5) REQUIREMENT.—An extension of a recre-
ation season or increase in recreation use 
during the offseason under paragraph (1) 
shall be done in compliance with all applica-
ble Federal laws, regulations, and policies, 
including land use plans. 

(6) AGREEMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 

may enter into agreements with businesses, 
local governments, or other entities to share 
the cost of additional expenses necessary to 
extend the period of time during which an 
area of, or infrastructure on, a unit of Fed-
eral recreational lands and waters is made 
open to the public. 

(B) IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Secretary 
concerned may accept in-kind contributions 
of goods and services provided by businesses, 
local governments, or other entities for pur-
poses of paragraph (1). 
SEC. 5332. INFORMING THE PUBLIC OF ACCESS 

CLOSURES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall, to 

the extent practicable and in a timely fash-
ion, alert the public to any closures or dis-
ruption to the public campsites, trails, 
roads, and other public areas and access 
points under the jurisdiction of the applica-
ble Secretary. 

(b) ONLINE ALERT.—An alert under sub-
section (a) shall be posted online on a public 
website of the appropriate land unit in a 
manner that— 

(1) ensures that the public can easily find 
the alert in searching for the applicable 
campsite, trail, road, or other access point; 
and 

(2) consolidates all alerts under subsection 
(a). 

Subtitle C—Maintenance of Public Land 
SEC. 5341. VOLUNTEERS IN THE NATIONAL FOR-

ESTS AND PUBLIC LANDS ACT. 
The Volunteers in the National Forests 

Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 558a et seq.) is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Volunteers 

in the National Forests and Public Lands 
Act’. 
‘‘SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 

‘‘The purpose of this Act is to leverage vol-
unteer engagement to supplement projects 
that are carried out by the Secretaries to 
fulfill the missions of the Forest Service and 
the Bureau of Land Management and are ac-
complished with appropriated funds. 
‘‘SEC. 3. DEFINITION OF SECRETARIES. 

‘‘In this Act, the term ‘Secretaries’ means 
each of— 

‘‘(1) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting 
through the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

‘‘(2) the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management. 
‘‘SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION. 

‘‘The Secretaries are authorized to recruit, 
train, and accept without regard to the civil 
service and classification laws, rules, or reg-
ulations the services of individuals without 
compensation as volunteers for or in aid of 
recreation access, trail construction or 
maintenance, facility construction or main-
tenance, educational uses (including outdoor 
classroom construction or maintenance), in-
terpretive functions, visitor services, con-
servation measures and development, or 
other activities in and related to areas ad-
ministered by the Secretaries. In carrying 
out this section, the Secretaries shall con-
sider referrals of prospective volunteers 
made by the Corporation for National and 
Community Service. 
‘‘SEC. 5. INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

‘‘The Secretaries are authorized to provide 
for incidental expenses, such as transpor-
tation, uniforms, lodging, training, equip-
ment, and subsistence. 
‘‘SEC. 6. CONSIDERATION AS FEDERAL EM-

PLOYEE. 
‘‘(a) Except as otherwise provided in this 

section, a volunteer shall not be deemed a 
Federal employee and shall not be subject to 
the provisions of law relating to Federal em-
ployment, including those relating to hours 
of work, rates of compensation, leave, unem-
ployment compensation, and Federal em-
ployee benefits. 

‘‘(b) For the purpose of the tort claim pro-
visions of title 28, United States Code, a vol-
unteer under this Act shall be considered a 
Federal employee. 

‘‘(c) For the purposes of subchapter I of 
chapter 81 of title 5, United States Code, re-
lating to compensation to Federal employees 
for work injuries, volunteers under this Act 
shall be deemed civil employees of the 
United States within the meaning of the 
term ‘employee’ as defined in section 8101 of 
title 5, United States Code, and the provi-
sions of that subchapter shall apply. 

‘‘(d) For the purposes of claims relating to 
damage to, or loss of, personal property of a 
volunteer incident to volunteer service, a 
volunteer under this Act shall be considered 
a Federal employee, and the provisions of 
section 3721 of title 31, United States Code, 
shall apply. 

‘‘(e) For the purposes of subsections (b), 
(c), and (d), the term ‘volunteer’ includes a 
person providing volunteer services to either 
of the Secretaries who— 

‘‘(1) is recruited, trained, and supported by 
a cooperator under a mutual benefit agree-
ment or cooperative agreement with either 
of the Secretaries; and 

‘‘(2) performs such volunteer services under 
the supervision of the cooperator as directed 
by either of the Secretaries in the mutual 
benefit agreement or cooperative agreement 
in the mutual benefit agreement, including 
direction that specifies— 

‘‘(A) the volunteer services, including the 
geographic boundaries of the work to be per-

formed by the volunteers, and the super-
vision to be provided by the cooperator; 

‘‘(B) the applicable project safety stand-
ards and protocols to be adhered to by the 
volunteers and enforced by the cooperator; 

‘‘(C) the on-site visits to be made by either 
of the Secretaries, if feasible and only if nec-
essary to verify that volunteers are per-
forming the volunteer services and the coop-
erator is providing the supervision agreed 
upon; 

‘‘(D) the equipment the volunteers are au-
thorized to use; 

‘‘(E) the training the volunteers are re-
quired to complete; 

‘‘(F) the actions the volunteers are author-
ized to take; and 

‘‘(G) any other terms and conditions that 
are determined to be necessary by the appli-
cable Secretary. 
‘‘SEC. 7. PROMOTION OF VOLUNTEER OPPORTU-

NITIES. 
‘‘The Secretaries shall promote volunteer 

opportunities in areas administered by the 
Secretaries. 
‘‘SEC. 8. LIABILITY INSURANCE. 

‘‘The Secretaries shall not require a coop-
erator or volunteer (as those terms are used 
in section 6) to have liability insurance to 
provide the volunteer services authorized 
under this Act.’’. 
SEC. 5342. REFERENCE. 

Any reference to the Volunteers in the Na-
tional Forests Act of 1972 in any law, regula-
tion, map, document, record, or other paper 
of the United States shall be deemed to be a 
reference to the Volunteers in the National 
Forests and Public Land Act. 

Subtitle D—Recreation Not Red Tape 
SEC. 5351. GOOD NEIGHBOR AUTHORITY FOR 

RECREATION. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AUTHORIZED RECREATION SERVICES.—The 

term ‘‘authorized recreation services’’ means 
similar and complementary recreation en-
hancement or improvement services carried 
out— 

(A) on Federal land, non-Federal land, or 
land owned by an Indian Tribe; and 

(B) by either the Secretary or a Governor, 
Indian Tribe, or county, as applicable, pursu-
ant to a good neighbor agreement. 

(2) COUNTY.—The term ‘‘county’’ means— 
(A) the appropriate executive official of an 

affected county; or 
(B) in any case in which multiple counties 

are affected, the appropriate executive offi-
cial of a compact of the affected counties. 

(3) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal 
land’’ means land that is— 

(A) owned and administered by the United 
States as a part of— 

(i) the National Forest System; or 
(ii) the National Park System; or 
(B) public lands (as defined in section 103 of 

the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702)). 

(4) RECREATION ENHANCEMENT OR IMPROVE-
MENT SERVICES.—The term ‘‘recreation en-
hancement or improvement services’’ 
means— 

(A) establishing, repairing, restoring, im-
proving, relocating, constructing, or recon-
structing new or existing— 

(i) trails or trailheads; 
(ii) campgrounds and camping areas; 
(iii) cabins; 
(iv) picnic areas or other day use areas; 
(v) shooting ranges; 
(vi) restroom or shower facilities; 
(vii) paved or permanent roads or parking 

areas that serve existing recreation facilities 
or areas; 

(viii) fishing piers, wildlife viewing plat-
forms, docks, or other constructed features 
at a recreation site; 

(ix) boat landings; 
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(x) hunting or fishing sites; 
(xi) infrastructure within ski areas; or 
(xii) visitor centers or other interpretative 

sites; and 
(B) activities that create, improve, or re-

store access to existing recreation facilities 
or areas. 

(5) GOOD NEIGHBOR AGREEMENT.—The term 
‘‘good neighbor agreement’’ means a cooper-
ative agreement or contract (including a sole 
source contract) entered into between the 
Secretary and a Governor, Indian Tribe, or 
county, as applicable, to carry out author-
ized recreation services under this title. 

(6) GOVERNOR.—The term ‘‘Governor’’ 
means the Governor or any other appro-
priate executive official of an affected State 
or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(7) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ means— 

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to National Forest System land; and 

(B) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to National Park System land and pub-
lic lands. 

(b) GOOD NEIGHBOR AGREEMENTS FOR 
RECREATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 
may enter into a good neighbor agreement 
with a Governor, Indian Tribe, or county to 
carry out authorized recreation services in 
accordance with this title. 

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary 
concerned shall make each good neighbor 
agreement available to the public. 

(3) FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
The Secretary concerned may provide finan-
cial or technical assistance to a Governor, 
Indian Tribe, or county carrying out author-
ized recreation services. 

(4) RETENTION OF NEPA RESPONSIBILITIES.— 
Any decision required to be made under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) with respect to any 
authorized recreation services to be provided 
under this section on Federal land shall not 
be delegated to a Governor, Indian Tribe, or 
county. 

(5) TERMINATION.—The authority provided 
under this section terminates effective Sep-
tember 30, 2031. 
SEC. 5352. PERMIT RELIEF FOR PICNIC AREAS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary con-
cerned does not require the public to obtain 
a permit or reservation to access a picnic 
area on Federal recreational lands and 
waters administered by the Forest Service or 
the Bureau of Land Management, the Sec-
retary concerned shall not require a covered 
person to obtain a permit solely to access 
the picnic area. 

(b) COVERED PERSON DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered person’’ means a per-
son (including an educational group) that 
provides outfitting and guiding services to 
fewer than 40 customers per year at a picnic 
area described in subsection (a). 
SEC. 5353. INTERAGENCY REPORT ON SPECIAL 

RECREATION PERMITS FOR UNDER-
SERVED COMMUNITIES. 

(a) COVERED COMMUNITY DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘covered community’’ 
means a rural or urban community, includ-
ing an Indian Tribe, that is— 

(1) low-income or underserved; and 
(2) has been underrepresented in outdoor 

recreation opportunities on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after 
the date of the enactment of this title, the 
Secretaries, acting jointly, shall submit to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate and the Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that describes— 

(1) the estimated use of special recreation 
permits serving covered communities; 

(2) examples of special recreation permits, 
partnerships, cooperative agreements, or 
other arrangements providing access to Fed-
eral recreational lands and waters for cov-
ered communities; 

(3) other ways covered communities are en-
gaging on Federal recreational lands and 
waters, including through stewardship and 
conservation projects or activities; 

(4) any barriers for existing or prospective 
recreation service providers and holders of 
commercial use authorizations operating 
within or serving a covered community; and 

(5) any recommendations to facilitate and 
increase permitted access to Federal rec-
reational lands and waters for covered com-
munities. 
SEC. 5354. MODERNIZING ACCESS TO OUR PUB-

LIC LAND ACT AMENDMENTS. 
The Modernizing Access to Our Public 

Land Act (16 U.S.C. 6851 et seq.) is amended— 
(1) in section 3(1) (16 U.S.C. 6852(1)), by 

striking ‘‘public outdoor recreational use’’ 
and inserting ‘‘recreation sites’’; 

(2) in section 5(a)(4) (16 U.S.C. 6854(a)(4)), 
by striking ‘‘permanently restricted or pro-
hibited’’ and inserting ‘‘regulated or closed’’; 
and 

(3) in section 6(b) (16 U.S.C. 6855(b))— 
(A) by striking ‘‘may’’ and inserting 

‘‘shall’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘the Secretary of the Inte-

rior’’ and inserting ‘‘the Secretaries’’. 
SEC. 5355. SAVINGS PROVISION. 

No additional Federal funds are authorized 
to carry out the requirements of this divi-
sion and the activities authorized by this di-
vision are subject to the availability of ap-
propriations made in advance for such pur-
poses. 

SA 3136. Mr. SCHMITT submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2073, to amend title 
31, United States Code, to require agen-
cies to include a list of outdated or du-
plicative reporting requirements in an-
nual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 46, line 19, insert ‘‘(but no diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion officers, per-
sonnel, or staff of covered platforms)’’ after 
‘‘platforms’’. 

SA 3137. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title X add the following: 
Subtitle I—TICKET Act 

SEC. 1096. DEFINITIONS. 
In this subtitle: 
(1) COMMISSION; EVENT TICKET; TICKET 

ISSUER.—The terms ‘‘Commission’’, ‘‘event 
ticket’’, and ‘‘ticket issuer’’ have the same 
meanings as in the Better Online Ticket 
Sales Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–274). 

(2) BASE EVENT TICKET PRICE.—The term 
‘‘base event ticket price’’ means, with re-
spect to an event ticket, the price of the 
event ticket excluding the cost of any event 
ticket fees. 

(3) EVENT.—The term ‘‘event’’ means any 
live concert, theatrical performance, sport-
ing event, show, or similarly scheduled live 
activity, taking place in a venue with a seat-

ing or attendance capacity exceeding 200 per-
sons that is— 

(A) open to the general public; and 
(B) promoted, advertised, or marketed in 

interstate commerce, or for which event 
tickets are generally sold or distributed in 
interstate commerce. 

(4) TOTAL EVENT TICKET PRICE.—The term 
‘‘total event ticket price’’ means, with re-
spect to an event ticket, the total cost of the 
event ticket, including the base event ticket 
price and any event ticket fees. 

(5) EVENT TICKET FEE.—The term ‘‘event 
ticket fee’’ means a charge that must be paid 
in addition to the base event ticket price in 
order to obtain an event ticket from a ticket 
issuer or secondary market ticket issuer, in-
cluding service fees, charge and order proc-
essing fees, delivery fees, facility charge 
fees, taxes, and other charges, and does not 
include any charge or fee for an optional 
product or service associated with the event 
that may be selected by a purchaser of an 
event ticket. 

(6) OPTIONAL PRODUCT OR SERVICE.—The 
term ‘‘optional product or service’’ means a 
product or service that an individual does 
not need to purchase to use or take posses-
sion of an event ticket. 

(7) SECONDARY MARKET TICKET ISSUER.—The 
term ‘‘secondary market ticket issuer’’ 
means any entity for which it is in the reg-
ular course of the trade or business of the en-
tity to resell or make a secondary sale of an 
event ticket to the general public. 

(8) RESALE; SECONDARY SALE.—The terms 
‘‘resale’’ and ‘‘secondary sale’’ mean any sale 
of an event ticket that occurs after the ini-
tial sale of the event ticket by a ticket 
issuer. 

SEC. 1097. ALL-INCLUSIVE TICKET PRICE DISCLO-
SURE. 

Beginning 120 days after the date of enact-
ment of this subtitle, it shall be unlawful for 
a ticket issuer or secondary market ticket 
issuer to offer for sale an event ticket unless 
the ticket issuer or secondary market ticket 
issuer— 

(1) clearly and conspicuously displays the 
total event ticket price, if a price is dis-
played, in any advertisement, marketing, or 
price list wherever the ticket is offered for 
sale; 

(2) clearly and conspicuously discloses to 
any individual who seeks to purchase an 
event ticket the total event ticket price at 
the time the ticket is first displayed to the 
individual and anytime thereafter through-
out the ticket purchasing process; and 

(3) provides an itemized list of the base 
event ticket price and each event ticket fee. 

SEC. 1098. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACT OR PRAC-
TICE.—A violation of section 1097 shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice under sec-
tion 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act ( 15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(b) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-

force section 1097 in the same manner, by the 
same means, and with the same jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties as though all applicable 
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act ( 15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were 
incorporated into and made a part of this 
subtitle. 

(2) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates section 1097 shall be subject 
to the penalties and entitled to the privi-
leges and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act ( 15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
subtitle shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Commission under any other 
provision of law. 
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SA 3138. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself 

and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title II, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. ADVANCED COMPUTING INFRASTRUC-

TURE TO ENABLE ADVANCED ARTI-
FICIAL INTELLIGENCE CAPABILI-
TIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall establish an advanced computing infra-
structure program within the Department of 
Defense. 

(b) DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF HIGH- 
PERFORMANCE COMPUTING INFRASTRUCTURE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection 
(a), the Secretary shall expand upon the cur-
rent infrastructure of the Department for de-
velopment and deployment of military appli-
cations of high-performance computing and 
artificial intelligence that are located on- 
premises at Department installations or ac-
cessible via commercial classified cloud pro-
viders. 

(2) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE APPLICA-
TIONS.—(A) The Secretary shall ensure that 
some of the infrastructure capacity devel-
oped pursuant to paragraph (1) is dedicated 
to providing access to modern artificial in-
telligence accelerators, configured consist-
ently with industry best practices, for train-
ing, fine-tuning, modifying, and deploying 
large artificial intelligence systems. 

(B) In carrying out subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary shall ensure, to the extent prac-
tical, that new artificial intelligence system 
development is not performed using infra-
structure capacity described in such sub-
paragraph that is duplicative of readily 
available commercial or open source solu-
tions. 

(c) HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMPUTING ROAD-
MAP.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop a high-performance computing road-
map that describes the computing infra-
structure needed to research, test, develop, 
and evaluate advanced artificial intelligence 
applications projected over the period cov-
ered by the future-years defense program. 

(2) ASSESSMENT.—The roadmap developed 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall assess antici-
pated artificial intelligence applications, in-
cluding the computing needs associated with 
their development, and the evaluation, mile-
stones, and resourcing needs to maintain and 
expand the computing infrastructure nec-
essary for those computing needs. 

(d) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM DE-
VELOPMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Using the infrastructure 
from the program established under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall develop arti-
ficial intelligence systems that have general- 
purpose military applications for language, 
image, audio, video, and other data modali-
ties. 

(2) TRAINING OF SYSTEMS.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that systems developed pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) are trained using 
datasets curated by the Department using 
general, openly or commercially available 
sources of such data, or data owned by the 
Department, depending on the appropriate 
use case. Such systems may use openly or 
commercially available artificial intel-
ligence systems, including those available 

via classified cloud providers, as a base for 
additional development such as fine-tuning. 

(e) COORDINATION AND DUPLICATION.—In es-
tablishing the program required by sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall consult with 
the Secretary of Energy to ensure no dupli-
cation of activities carried out under this 
section with the activities of research enti-
ties of the Department of Energy, including 
the following: 

(1) The National Laboratories. 
(2) The Advanced Scientific Computing Re-

search program. 
(3) The Advanced Simulation and Com-

puting program. 

SA 3139. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, 
Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. HEINRICH) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. PHYSICAL AND CYBERSECURITY RE-

QUIREMENTS FOR HIGHLY CAPABLE 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYS-
TEMS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term 

‘‘artificial intelligence’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act 
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401). 

(2) COVERED ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘covered artificial intel-
ligence technology’’ means a technology 
specified in the guidance developed under 
subsection (c)(3), including all components of 
that technology, such as source code and nu-
merical parameters of a trained artificial in-
telligence system. 

(3) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered 
entity’’ means a person (as defined in section 
1742 of the Export Control Reform Act of 2018 
(50 U.S.C. 4801)) who engages in the develop-
ment, deployment, storage, or transpor-
tation of a covered artificial intelligence 
technology. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Source code, numerical parameters, and 
related technology associated with highly 
capable artificial intelligence systems in the 
possession of private artificial intelligence 
companies are an invaluable national re-
source that would pose a grave threat to 
United States national security if stolen by 
a foreign adversary through a cyber oper-
ation or insider threat. 

(2) Numerous foreign adversaries have the 
capacity to engage in cyber operations to ex-
tract important data from private compa-
nies, absent the most stringent cybersecu-
rity protections. 

(c) SECURITY FRAMEWORK.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-

merce and the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall jointly, in coordination with the 
Director of National Intelligence, develop a 
consensus-based framework describing best 
practices for artificial intelligence cyberse-
curity, physical security, and insider threat 
mitigation to address or mitigate risks relat-
ing to national security, foreign policy, eco-
nomic stability, or public safety implica-
tions, including to protect vital national re-
sources from theft that would do grave dam-
age to the United States. 

(2) RISK-BASED FRAMEWORK.—The frame-
work developed under paragraph (1) shall be 
risk-based, with stronger security cor-
responding proportionally to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, economic stability, or 
public safety risks posed by the artificial in-
telligence technology being stolen or made 
publicly available. 

(3) COVERED ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TECH-
NOLOGIES.— 

(A) GUIDANCE.—The framework developed 
under paragraph (1) shall provide clear guid-
ance about which artificial intelligence tech-
nologies are covered under the framework. 
Such technologies shall be those that, if ob-
tained by a foreign adversary, would pose a 
grave threat to the national security of the 
United States. 

(B) OBJECTIVE EVALUATION PROCEDURES.— 
Where feasible, the guidance provided under 
subparagraph (A) shall be specified in terms 
of objective evaluation procedures that 
measure or estimate the national security 
implications of the artificial intelligence 
technology, either before, during, or after it 
has been developed. 

(4) MINIMUM STRINGENCY.—The framework 
developed under paragraph (1) shall be no 
less stringent than ISO/IEC 27001, as in effect 
on the day before the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(5) FORM.—At the discretion of the Sec-
retary, the framework developed under para-
graph (1) may be implemented in the form of 
technical standards. 

(d) SECURITY REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-

merce and the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity may issue rules to require covered enti-
ties to implement the best practices de-
scribed in the framework developed under 
subsection (c). 

(2) RISK-BASED RULES.—Requirements im-
plemented in rules developed under para-
graph (1) shall be as narrowly tailored as 
practicable to the specific covered artificial 
intelligence technologies developed, de-
ployed, stored, or transported by a covered 
entity, and shall be calibrated accordingly to 
the different tasks involved in development, 
deployment, storage, or transportation of 
components of those covered artificial intel-
ligence technologies. 

SA 3140. Ms. SINEMA (for herself and 
Mr. LANKFORD) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION E—COMBATING CARTELS ON 

SOCIAL MEDIA ACT OF 2024 
SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Com-
bating Cartels on Social Media Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 5002. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs, the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security, 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives. 
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(2) COVERED OPERATOR.—The term ‘‘covered 

operator’’ means the operator, developer, or 
publisher of a covered service. 

(3) COVERED SERVICE.—The term ‘‘covered 
service’’ means— 

(A) a social media platform; 
(B) a mobile or desktop service with direct 

or group messaging capabilities, but not in-
cluding text messaging services without 
other substantial social functionalities or 
electronic mail services, that the Secretary 
of Homeland Security determines is being or 
has been used by transnational criminal or-
ganizations in connection with matters de-
scribed in section 5003; and 

(C) a digital platform, or an electronic ap-
plication utilizing the digital platform, in-
volving real-time interactive communication 
between multiple individuals, including 
multi-player gaming services and immersive 
technology platforms or applications, that 
the Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines is being or has been used by 
transnational criminal organizations in con-
nection with matters described in section 
5003. 

(4) CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE.—The term 
‘‘criminal enterprise’’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘‘continuing criminal enterprise’’ in 
section 408 of the Controlled Substances Act 
(21 U.S.C. 848). 

(5) ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.—The term ‘‘illicit 
activities’’ means the following criminal ac-
tivities that transcend national borders: 

(A) A violation of section 401 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 841). 

(B) Narcotics trafficking, as defined in sec-
tion 808 of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin 
Designation Act (21 U.S.C. 1907). 

(C) Trafficking of weapons, as defined in 
section 922 of title 18, United States Code. 

(D) Migrant smuggling, defined as a viola-
tion of section 274(a)(1)(A)(ii) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1324(a)(1)(A)(ii)). 

(E) Human trafficking, defined as— 
(i) a violation of section 1590, 1591, or 1592 

of title 18, United States Code; or 
(ii) engaging in severe forms of trafficking 

in persons, as defined in section 103 of the 
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

(F) Cyber crime, defined as a violation of 
section 1030 of title 18, United States Code. 

(G) A violation of any provision that is 
subject to intellectual property enforcement, 
as defined in section 302 of the Prioritizing 
Resources and Organization for Intellectual 
Property Act of 2008 (15 U.S.C. 8112). 

(H) Bulk cash smuggling of currency, de-
fined as a violation of section 5332 of title 31, 
United States Code. 

(I) Laundering the proceeds of the criminal 
activities described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (H). 

(6) TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZA-
TION.—The term ‘‘transnational criminal or-
ganization’’ means a group or network, and 
associated individuals, that operate 
transnationally for the purposes of obtaining 
power, influence, or monetary or commercial 
gain, wholly or in part by certain illegal 
means, while advancing their activities 
through a pattern of crime, corruption, or vi-
olence, and while protecting their illegal ac-
tivities through a transnational organiza-
tional structure and the exploitation of pub-
lic corruption or transnational logistics, fi-
nancial, or communication mechanisms. 
SEC. 5003. ASSESSMENT OF ILLICIT USAGE. 

Not later than July 1, 2025, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, the Attorney General, 
and the Secretary of State shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
joint assessment describing— 

(1) the use of covered services by 
transnational criminal organizations, or 

criminal enterprises acting on behalf of 
transnational criminal organizations, to en-
gage in recruitment efforts, including the re-
cruitment of individuals, including individ-
uals under 18 years of age, located in the 
United States to engage in or provide sup-
port with respect to illicit activities occur-
ring in the United States, Mexico, or other-
wise in proximity to an international bound-
ary of the United States; 

(2) the use of covered services by 
transnational criminal organizations to en-
gage in illicit activities or conduct in sup-
port of illicit activities, including— 

(A) smuggling or trafficking involving nar-
cotics, other controlled substances, precur-
sors thereof, or other items prohibited under 
the laws of the United States, Mexico, or an-
other relevant jurisdiction, including fire-
arms; 

(B) human smuggling or trafficking, in-
cluding the exploitation of children; and 

(C) transportation of bulk currency or 
monetary instruments in furtherance of 
smuggling activity; and 

(3) the existing efforts of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the Attorney General, 
the Secretary of State, and relevant govern-
ment and law enforcement entities to 
counter, monitor, or otherwise respond to 
the usage of covered services described in 
paragraphs (1) and (2). 
SEC. 5004. STRATEGY TO COMBAT CARTEL RE-

CRUITMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
ONLINE PLATFORMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1, 
2026, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
the Attorney General, and the Secretary of 
State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a joint strategy, to be 
known as the National Strategy to Combat 
Illicit Recruitment Activity by 
Transnational Criminal Organizations on So-
cial Media and Online Platforms, to combat 
the use of covered services by transnational 
criminal organizations, or criminal enter-
prises acting on behalf of transnational 
criminal organizations, to recruit individ-
uals located in the United States to engage 
in or provide support with respect to illicit 
activities occurring in the United States, 
Mexico, or otherwise in proximity to an 
international boundary of the United States. 

(b) ELEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The strategy required 

under subsection (a) shall, at a minimum, in-
clude the following: 

(A) A proposal to improve cooperation and 
thereafter maintain cooperation between the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Attor-
ney General, the Secretary of State, and rel-
evant law enforcement entities with respect 
to the matters described in subsection (a). 

(B) Recommendations to implement a 
process for the voluntary reporting of infor-
mation regarding the recruitment efforts of 
transnational criminal organizations in the 
United States involving covered services. 

(C) A proposal to improve 
intragovernmental coordination with respect 
to the matters described in subsection (a), 
including between the Department of Home-
land Security, the Department of Justice, 
the Department of State, and State, Tribal, 
and local governments. 

(D) A proposal to improve coordination 
within the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of State and between the compo-
nents of those Departments with respect to 
the matters described in subsection (a). 

(E) Activities to facilitate increased intel-
ligence analysis for law enforcement pur-
poses of efforts of transnational criminal or-
ganizations to utilize covered services for re-
cruitment to engage in or provide support 
with respect to illicit activities. 

(F) Activities to foster international part-
nerships and enhance collaboration with for-
eign governments and, as applicable, multi-
lateral institutions with respect to the mat-
ters described in subsection (a). 

(G) Activities to specifically increase en-
gagement and outreach with youth in border 
communities, including regarding the re-
cruitment tactics of transnational criminal 
organizations and the consequences of par-
ticipation in illicit activities. 

(H) A detailed description of the measures 
used to ensure— 

(i) law enforcement and intelligence activi-
ties focus on the recruitment activities of 
transitional criminal organizations not indi-
viduals the transnational criminal organiza-
tions attempt to or successfully recruit; and 

(ii) the protection of privacy rights, civil 
rights, and civil liberties in carrying out the 
activities described in clause (i), with a par-
ticular focus on the protections in place to 
protect minors and constitutionally pro-
tected activities. 

(2) LIMITATION.—The strategy required 
under subsection (a) shall not include legis-
lative recommendations or elements predi-
cated on the passage of legislation that is 
not enacted as of the date on which the 
strategy is submitted under subsection (a). 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In drafting and imple-
menting the strategy required under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Attorney General, and the Sec-
retary of State shall, at a minimum, consult 
and engage with— 

(1) the heads of relevant components of the 
Department of Homeland Security, includ-
ing— 

(A) the Under Secretary for Intelligence 
and Analysis; 

(B) the Under Secretary for Strategy, Pol-
icy, and Plans; 

(C) the Under Secretary for Science and 
Technology; 

(D) the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection; 

(E) the Director of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement; 

(F) the Officer for Civil Rights and Civil 
Liberties; 

(G) the Privacy Officer; and 
(H) the Assistant Secretary of the Office 

for State and Local Law Enforcement; 
(2) the heads of relevant components of the 

Department of Justice, including— 
(A) the Assistant Attorney General for the 

Criminal Division; 
(B) the Assistant Attorney General for Na-

tional Security; 
(C) the Assistant Attorney General for the 

Civil Rights Division; 
(D) the Chief Privacy and Civil Liberties 

Officer; 
(E) the Director of the Organized Crime 

Drug Enforcement Task Forces; 
(F) the Director of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation; and 
(G) the Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives; 
(3) the heads of relevant components of the 

Department of State, including— 
(A) the Assistant Secretary for Inter-

national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs; 

(B) the Assistant Secretary for Western 
Hemisphere Affairs; and 

(C) the Coordinator of the Global Engage-
ment Center; 

(4) the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services; 

(5) the Secretary of Education; and 
(6) as selected by the Secretary of Home-

land Security, or his or her designee in the 
Office of Public Engagement, representatives 
of border communities, including representa-
tives of— 
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(A) State, Tribal, and local governments, 

including school districts and local law en-
forcement; and 

(B) nongovernmental experts in the fields 
of— 

(i) civil rights and civil liberties; 
(ii) online privacy; 
(iii) humanitarian assistance for migrants; 

and 
(iv) youth outreach and rehabilitation. 
(d) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date on which the strategy required 
under subsection (a) is submitted to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Attorney 
General, and the Secretary of State shall 
commence implementation of the strategy. 

(2) REPORT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date on which the strategy required 
under subsection (a) is implemented under 
paragraph (1), and semiannually thereafter 
for 5 years, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Attorney General, and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a joint re-
port describing the efforts of the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, the Attorney General, 
and the Secretary of State to implement the 
strategy required under subsection (a) and 
the progress of those efforts, which shall in-
clude a description of— 

(i) the recommendations, and cor-
responding implementation of those rec-
ommendations, with respect to the matters 
described in subsection (b)(1)(B); 

(ii) the interagency posture with respect to 
the matters covered by the strategy required 
under subsection (a), which shall include a 
description of collaboration between the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Attorney 
General, the Secretary of State, other Fed-
eral entities, State, local, and Tribal enti-
ties, and foreign governments; and 

(iii) the threat landscape, including new 
developments related to the United States 
recruitment efforts of transnational crimi-
nal organizations and the use by those orga-
nizations of new or emergent covered serv-
ices and recruitment methods. 

(B) FORM.—Each report required under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may contain a classified 
annex. 

(3) CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, AND PRI-
VACY ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date on which the strategy required 
under subsection (a) is implemented under 
paragraph (1), the Office for Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties and the Privacy Office of the 
Department of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a joint report that includes— 

(A) a detailed assessment of the measures 
used to ensure the protection of civil rights, 
civil liberties, and privacy rights in carrying 
out this section; and 

(B) recommendations to improve the im-
plementation of the strategy required under 
subsection (a). 

(4) RULEMAKING.—Prior to implementation 
of the strategy required under subsection (a) 
at the Department of Homeland Security, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
issue rules to carry out this section in ac-
cordance with section 553 of title 5, United 
States Code. 
SEC. 5005. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this division shall be construed 
to expand the statutory law enforcement or 
regulatory authority of the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of Jus-
tice, or the Department of State. 
SEC. 5006. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out 
this division. 

SA 3141. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. COUNTERING EMERGING AERIAL 

THREATS TO DIPLOMATIC SECU-
RITY. 

Title I of the State Department Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a et seq.) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 65. PROTECTION OF CERTAIN FACILITIES 

AND ASSETS FROM UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘appropriate committees of 

Congress’ means— 
‘‘(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, and the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate; and 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on the Judiciary, the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure, the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘budget’, with respect to a 
fiscal year, means the budget for that fiscal 
year that is submitted to Congress by the 
President under section 1105(a) of title 31, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘covered facility or asset’ 
means any facility or asset that— 

‘‘(A) is identified as high-risk and a poten-
tial target for unlawful unmanned aircraft 
activity by the Secretary of State, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of Transportation 
with respect to potentially impacted air-
space, through a risk-based assessment; 

‘‘(B) is located in the United States; and 
‘‘(C) directly relates to the security or pro-

tection operations of the Department of 
State, including operations pursuant to— 

‘‘(i) section 37; or 
‘‘(ii) the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and 

Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4801 et 
seq.). 

‘‘(4) The terms ‘electronic communication’, 
‘intercept’, ‘oral communication’, and ‘wire 
communication’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 2510 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(5)(A) The term ‘personnel’ means— 
‘‘(i) an officer, employee, or contractor of 

the Department of State, who is authorized 
to perform duties that include safety, secu-
rity, or protection of people, facilities, or as-
sets; or 

‘‘(ii) an employee who is trained and cer-
tified to perform those duties, including 
training specific to countering unmanned 
aircraft threats and mitigating risks in the 
national airspace. 

‘‘(B) To qualify for use of the authorities 
described in subsection (b), a contractor con-
ducting operations described in that sub-
section must— 

‘‘(i) be directly contracted by the Depart-
ment of State; 

‘‘(ii) provide, in the contract, insurance 
coverage sufficient to compensate tort vic-
tims; 

‘‘(iii) operate at a government-owned or 
government-leased facility or asset; 

‘‘(iv) not conduct inherently governmental 
functions; 

‘‘(v) be trained to safeguard privacy and 
civil liberties; and 

‘‘(vi) be trained and certified, including 
use-of-force training and certification, by 
the Department of State to meet the estab-
lished standards and regulations of the De-
partment of State. 

‘‘(6) The term ‘risk-based assessment’ 
means an evaluation of threat information 
specific to a covered facility or asset and, 
with respect to potential impacts on the 
safety and efficiency of the national airspace 
system and the needs of law enforcement and 
national security at each covered facility or 
asset identified by the Secretary of State, of 
each of the following factors: 

‘‘(A) Potential impacts to safety, effi-
ciency, and use of the national airspace sys-
tem, including potential effects on manned 
aircraft and unmanned aircraft systems or 
unmanned aircraft, aviation safety, airport 
operations, infrastructure, and air naviga-
tion services relating to the use of any sys-
tem or technology for carrying out the ac-
tions described in subsection (c). 

‘‘(B) Options for mitigating any identified 
impacts to the national airspace system re-
lating to the use of any system or tech-
nology, including minimizing, when possible, 
the use of any technology that disrupts the 
transmission of radio or electronic signals, 
for carrying out the actions described in sub-
section (c). 

‘‘(C) Potential consequences of the impacts 
of any actions taken under subsection (c) to 
the national airspace system and infrastruc-
ture if not mitigated. 

‘‘(D) The ability to provide reasonable ad-
vance notice to aircraft operators consistent 
with the safety of the national airspace sys-
tem and the needs of law enforcement and 
national security. 

‘‘(E) The setting and character of any cov-
ered facility or asset, including— 

‘‘(i) whether the covered facility or asset is 
located in a populated area or near other 
structures; 

‘‘(ii) whether the covered facility or asset 
is open to the public; 

‘‘(iii) whether the covered facility or asset 
is used for nongovernmental functions; and 

‘‘(iv) any potential for interference with 
wireless communications or for injury or 
damage to persons or property. 

‘‘(F) Potential consequences to national se-
curity, public safety, or law enforcement if 
threats posed by unmanned aircraft systems 
or unmanned aircraft are not mitigated or 
defeated. 

‘‘(7) The terms ‘unmanned aircraft’ and 
‘unmanned aircraft system’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE.—Notwithstanding section 46502 of 
title 49, United States Code, or sections 32, 
1030, 1367, and chapters 119 and 206 of title 18, 
United States Code, the Secretary of State 
may take, and may authorize personnel with 
assigned duties that include the safety, secu-
rity, or protection of people, facilities, or as-
sets to take, actions described in subsection 
(c) that are necessary to detect, identify, 
monitor, track, and mitigate a credible 
threat (as defined by the Secretary of State, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Trans-
portation through the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration) that an 
unmanned aircraft system or unmanned air-
craft poses to the safety or security of a cov-
ered facility or asset. 

‘‘(c) ACTIONS DESCRIBED.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The actions authorized 

by subsection (b) are the following: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5469 July 24, 2024 
‘‘(A) During the operation of the unmanned 

aircraft system or unmanned aircraft, de-
tect, identify, monitor, and track the un-
manned aircraft system or unmanned air-
craft, without prior consent, including by 
means of intercept or other access of a wire 
communication, an oral communication, or 
an electronic communication used to control 
the unmanned aircraft system or unmanned 
aircraft. 

‘‘(B) Warn the operator of the unmanned 
aircraft system or unmanned aircraft, in-
cluding by passive or active, and direct or in-
direct, physical, electronic, radio, and elec-
tromagnetic means. 

‘‘(C) Disrupt control of the unmanned air-
craft system or unmanned aircraft, without 
prior consent of the operator of the un-
manned aircraft system or unmanned air-
craft, including by disabling the unmanned 
aircraft system or unmanned aircraft by 
intercepting, interfering, or causing inter-
ference with wire, oral, electronic, or radio 
communications used to control the un-
manned aircraft system or unmanned air-
craft. 

‘‘(D) Seize or exercise control of the un-
manned aircraft system or unmanned air-
craft. 

‘‘(E) Seize or otherwise confiscate the un-
manned aircraft system or unmanned air-
craft. 

‘‘(F) Use reasonable force, if necessary, to 
disable, damage, or destroy the unmanned 
aircraft system or unmanned aircraft. 

‘‘(2) TEMPORARY FLIGHT RESTRICTIONS.—A 
temporary flight restriction shall be timely 
published prior to undertaking any actions 
described in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(d) RESEARCH, TESTING, TRAINING, AND 
EVALUATION.— 

‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

46502 of title 49, United States Code, or any 
provision of title 18, United States Code, the 
Secretary of State shall conduct research, 
testing, training on, and evaluation of any 
equipment, including any electronic equip-
ment, to determine the capability and util-
ity of the equipment prior to the use of the 
equipment in carrying out any action de-
scribed in subsection (c). 

‘‘(B) COORDINATION.—Personnel and con-
tractors who do not have duties that include 
the safety, security, or protection of people, 
facilities, or assets may engage in research, 
testing, training, and evaluation activities 
pursuant to subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION FOR RESEARCH, TESTING, 
TRAINING, AND EVALUATION.—The Secretary 
of State shall coordinate procedures gov-
erning research, testing, training, and eval-
uation to carry out any provision under this 
subsection with the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration before ini-
tiating such activity in order that the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration may ensure the activity does not 
adversely impact or interfere with safe air-
port operations, navigation, air traffic serv-
ices, or the safe and efficient operation of 
the national airspace system. 

‘‘(e) FORFEITURE.—Any unmanned aircraft 
system or unmanned aircraft that is seized 
by the Secretary of State pursuant to sub-
section (b) is subject to forfeiture to the 
United States pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter 46 of title 18, United States Code. 

‘‘(f) REGULATIONS AND GUIDANCE.—The Sec-
retary of State, and the Secretary of Trans-
portation— 

‘‘(1) may prescribe regulations to carry out 
this section; and 

‘‘(2) in developing regulations described in 
paragraph (1), consult the Chair of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission, the Ad-
ministrator of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration, and 

the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

‘‘(g) COORDINATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

shall coordinate with the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration before 
carrying out any action authorized under 
this section in order that the Administrator 
may ensure the action does not adversely 
impact or interfere with— 

‘‘(A) safe airport operations; 
‘‘(B) navigation; 
‘‘(C) air traffic services; or 
‘‘(D) the safe and efficient operation of the 

national airspace system. 
‘‘(2) GUIDANCE.—Before issuing any guid-

ance, or otherwise implementing this sec-
tion, the Secretary of State shall, coordinate 
with— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary of Transportation in 
order that the Secretary of Transportation 
may ensure the guidance or implementation 
does not adversely impact or interfere with 
any critical infrastructure relating to trans-
portation; and 

‘‘(B) the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration in order that the 
Administrator may ensure the guidance or 
implementation does not adversely impact 
or interfere with— 

‘‘(i) safe airport operations; 
‘‘(ii) navigation; 
‘‘(iii) air traffic services; or 
‘‘(iv) the safe and efficient operation of the 

national airspace system. 
‘‘(3) COORDINATION WITH THE FAA.—The Sec-

retary of State shall coordinate the develop-
ment of guidance under subsection (f) with 
the Secretary of Transportation (through 
the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration). 

‘‘(4) COORDINATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION AND NATIONAL TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION ADMINIS-
TRATION.—The Secretary of State shall co-
ordinate the development of the actions de-
scribed in subsection (c) with the Secretary 
of Transportation (through the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion) and the Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Information 
and Administrator of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration. 

‘‘(h) PRIVACY PROTECTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any regulation or guid-

ance issued to carry out an action under sub-
section (c) by the Secretary of State shall 
ensure for the Department of State, that— 

‘‘(A) the interception of, acquisition of, ac-
cess to, maintenance of, or use of any com-
munication to or from an unmanned aircraft 
system or unmanned aircraft under this sec-
tion is conducted in a manner consistent 
with the First and Fourth Amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States and 
any applicable provision of Federal law; 

‘‘(B) any communication to or from an un-
manned aircraft system or unmanned air-
craft are intercepted or acquired only to the 
extent necessary to support an action de-
scribed in subsection (c); 

‘‘(C) any record of a communication de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) is maintained 
only for as long as necessary, and in no event 
for more than 180 days, unless the Secretary 
of State determines that maintenance of the 
record is— 

‘‘(i) required under Federal law; 
‘‘(ii) necessary for the purpose of litiga-

tion; and 
‘‘(iii) necessary to investigate or prosecute 

a violation of law, including by— 
‘‘(I) directly supporting an ongoing secu-

rity operation; or 
‘‘(II) protecting against dangerous or unau-

thorized activity by unmanned aircraft sys-
tems or unmanned aircraft; and 

‘‘(D) a communication described in sub-
paragraph (B) is not disclosed to any person 
not employed or contracted by the Depart-
ment of State unless the disclosure— 

‘‘(i) is necessary to investigate or pros-
ecute a violation of law; 

‘‘(ii) will support— 
‘‘(I) the Department of Defense; 
‘‘(II) a Federal law enforcement, intel-

ligence, or security agency; 
‘‘(III) a State, local, Tribal, or territorial 

law enforcement agency; or 
‘‘(IV) another relevant entity or person if 

the entity or person is engaged in a security 
or protection operation; 

‘‘(iii) is necessary to support a department 
or agency listed in clause (ii) in inves-
tigating or prosecuting a violation of law; 

‘‘(iv) will support the enforcement activi-
ties of a Federal regulatory agency relating 
to a criminal or civil investigation of, or any 
regulatory, statutory, or other enforcement 
action relating to, an action described in 
subsection (c); 

‘‘(v) is between the Department of State 
and a Federal law enforcement agency in the 
course of a security or protection operation 
of either agency or a joint operation of such 
agencies; or 

‘‘(vi) is otherwise required by law; 
‘‘(i) BUDGET.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

shall submit to Congress, as a part of the 
budget materials of the Department of State 
for fiscal year 2026 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, a consolidated funding display 
that identifies the funding source for the ac-
tions described in subsection (c) within the 
Department of State. 

‘‘(2) CLASSIFICATION.—Each funding display 
submitted under paragraph (1) shall be in un-
classified form but may contain a classified 
annex. 

‘‘(j) PUBLIC DISCLOSURES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Information shall be gov-

erned by the disclosure obligations set forth 
in section 552 of title 5, United States Code 
(commonly known as the ‘Freedom of Infor-
mation Act’), if the information relates to— 

‘‘(A) any capability, limitation, or sen-
sitive detail of the operation of any tech-
nology used to carry out an action described 
in subsection (c); or 

‘‘(B) an operational procedure or protocol 
used to carry out this section. 

‘‘(2) ACCESS.—Any request for public access 
to information described in paragraph (1) 
shall be submitted to the Department of 
State, which shall process the request as re-
quired under section 552(a)(3) of title 5, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(k) ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT.— 
‘‘(1) FACILITIES AND SERVICES OF OTHER 

AGENCIES AND NON-FEDERAL ENTITIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

is authorized to use or accept from any other 
Federal agency, or any other public or pri-
vate entity, any supply or service to facili-
tate or carry out any action described in 
subsection (c). 

‘‘(B) REIMBURSEMENT.—In accordance with 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary of State 
may accept any supply or service with or 
without reimbursement to the entity pro-
viding the supply or service and notwith-
standing any provision of law that would 
prevent the use or acceptance of the supply 
or service. 

‘‘(C) AGREEMENTS.—To implement the re-
quirements of subsection (a)(3)(C), the Sec-
retary of State may enter into 1 or more 
agreements with the head of another execu-
tive agency or with an appropriate official of 
a non-Federal public or private agency or en-
tity, as may be necessary and proper to carry 
out the responsibilities of the Secretary of 
State under this section. 
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‘‘(l) SEMIANNUAL BRIEFINGS AND NOTIFICA-

TIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On a semiannual basis 

beginning 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this section, the Secretary of 
State shall provide a briefing to the appro-
priate committees of Congress on the activi-
ties carried out pursuant to this section. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of State 
shall conduct the briefing required under 
paragraph (1) jointly with the Secretary of 
Transportation. 

‘‘(3) CONTENT.—Each briefing required 
under paragraph (1) shall include— 

‘‘(A) policies, programs, and procedures to 
mitigate or eliminate impacts of activities 
carried out pursuant to this section to the 
national airspace system and other critical 
infrastructure relating to national transpor-
tation; 

‘‘(B) a description of— 
‘‘(i) each instance in which any action de-

scribed in subsection (c) has been taken, in-
cluding any instances that may have re-
sulted in harm, damage, or loss to a person 
or to private property; 

‘‘(ii) the guidance, policies, or procedures 
established by the Secretary of State to ad-
dress privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties 
issues implicated by the actions permitted 
under this section, as well as any changes or 
subsequent efforts by the Secretary of State 
that would significantly affect privacy, civil 
rights, or civil liberties; 

‘‘(iii) options considered and steps taken 
by the Secretary of State to mitigate any 
identified impacts to the national airspace 
system relating to the use of any system or 
technology, including the minimization of 
the use of any technology that disrupts the 
transmission of radio or electronic signals, 
for carrying out the actions described in sub-
section (c); and 

‘‘(iv) each instance in which a communica-
tion intercepted or acquired during the 
course of operations of an unmanned aircraft 
system or unmanned aircraft was— 

‘‘(I) held in the possession of the Depart-
ment of State for more than 180 days; or 

‘‘(II) shared with any entity other than the 
Department of State; 

‘‘(C) an explanation of how the Secretary 
of State and the Secretary of Transportation 
have— 

‘‘(i) informed the public as to the possible 
use of authorities granted under this section; 
and 

‘‘(ii) engaged with Federal, State, local, 
Tribal, and territorial law enforcement agen-
cies to implement and use authorities grant-
ed under this section; and 

‘‘(D) a description of the impact of the au-
thorities granted under this section on— 

‘‘(i) lawful operator access to national air-
space; and 

‘‘(ii) unmanned aircraft systems and un-
manned aircraft integration into the na-
tional airspace system. 

‘‘(4) UNCLASSIFIED FORM.—Each briefing re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall be in unclas-
sified form but may be accompanied by an 
additional classified briefing. 

‘‘(m) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to— 

‘‘(1) vest in the Secretary of State any au-
thority of the Secretary of Transportation or 
the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration; 

‘‘(2) vest in the Secretary of Transpor-
tation or the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration any authority of 
the Secretary of State; or 

‘‘(3) provide a new basis of liability with 
respect to an officer of a State, local, Tribal, 
or territorial law enforcement agency who 
participates in a security or protection oper-
ation of the Department of State and in so 
doing— 

‘‘(A) is acting in the official capacity of the 
individual as an officer; and 

‘‘(B) does not exercise the authority grant-
ed to the Secretary of State by this section. 

‘‘(n) TERMINATION.—The authority provided 
by subsection (b) shall terminate on the date 
that is 4 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this section. 

‘‘(o) SCOPE OF AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to provide the 
Secretary of State with additional authori-
ties beyond those described in subsection 
(b).’’. 

SA 3142. Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina (for himself and Mr. BROWN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. REVIEW OF AND REPORTING ON NA-

TIONAL SECURITY SENSITIVE SITES 
FOR PURPOSES OF REVIEWS OF 
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) LIST OF NATIONAL SECURITY SENSITIVE 
SITES.—Section 721(a)(4)(C) of the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 
4565(a)(4)(C)) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(iii) LIST OF SITES.—For purposes of sub-
paragraph (B)(ii), the Committee may pre-
scribe through regulations a list of facilities 
and property of the United States Govern-
ment that are sensitive for reasons relating 
to national security. Such list may include 
certain facilities and property of the intel-
ligence community and National Labora-
tories (as defined in section 2 of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801)).’’. 

(b) REVIEW AND REPORTS.—Section 721(m) 
of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 
U.S.C. 4565(m)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(L) A list of all notices and declarations 
filed and all reviews or investigations of cov-
ered transactions completed during the pe-
riod relating to facilities and property of the 
United States Government determined to be 
sensitive for reasons relating to national se-
curity for purposes of subsection (a)(4)(B)(ii). 

‘‘(M) A certification that the list of sites 
identified under subsection (a)(4)(C)(iii) re-
flects consideration of the recommended up-
dates and revisions submitted under para-
graph (4)(B). Upon request from any Member 
of Congress specified in subsection 
(b)(3)(C)(iii), the chairperson shall provide a 
classified briefing to that Member, and staff 
of the member with appropriate security 
clearances, regarding the list of sites identi-
fied under subsection (a)(4)(C)(iii).’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) ANNUAL REVIEW OF LIST OF FACILITIES 
AND PROPERTY.—Not later than January 31 of 
each year, each member of the Committee 
shall— 

‘‘(A) review the facilities and property of 
the agency represented by that member that 
are on the list prescribed under subpara-
graph (C)(iii) of subsection (a)(4) of facilities 
and property that are sensitive for reasons 

relating to national security for purposes of 
subparagraph (B)(ii) of that subsection; and 

‘‘(B) submit to the chairperson a report on 
that review, after approval of the report by 
an Assistant Secretary or equivalent official 
of the agency, which shall include any rec-
ommended updates or revisions to the list re-
garding facilities and property administered 
by the member of the Committee.’’. 

SA 3143. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. TRAINING ON INCREASING CON-

TRACT AWARDS TO CERTAIN SMALL 
BUSINESS CONCERNS. 

(a) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND 
CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED VET-
ERANS.—Section 36 of the Small Business Act 
(15 U.S.C. 657f) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(j) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT 
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS 
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DIS-
ABLED VETERANS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in 
consultation with the Office of Veterans 
Business Development and the Office of Gov-
ernment Contracting, shall, with respect to 
each Federal agency that did not meet the 
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(ii) 
for the most recently completed fiscal year, 
provide training to contracting officers of 
that Federal agency on how to increase the 
number of contracts awarded to small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans. 

‘‘(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Administrator, in consultation 
with the Office of Veterans Business Devel-
opment and the Office of Government Con-
tracting, shall issue guidance and best prac-
tices on increasing the number of contracts 
awarded to small businesses owned and con-
trolled by service-disabled veterans for Fed-
eral agencies to which the goal established 
under section 15(g)(1)(A)(ii) applies. 

‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this subsection, and 
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall 
submit to Congress a report detailing— 

‘‘(A) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal 
year to which the report applies, a list of 
each Federal agency that failed to meet the 
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(ii); 

‘‘(B) for the fiscal year to which the report 
applies, the number of trainings provided to 
each Federal agency described in subpara-
graph (A); and 

‘‘(C) an overview of the content included in 
the training sessions described in subpara-
graph (B).’’. 

(b) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND 
CONTROLLED BY WOMEN.—Section 8(m) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(m)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(9) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT 
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED 
AND CONTROLLED BY WOMEN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in 
consultation with the Office of Women’s 
Business Ownership and the Office of Govern-
ment Contracting, shall, with respect to 
each Federal agency that did not meet the 
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(v) 
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for the most recently completed fiscal year, 
provide training to contracting officers of 
that Federal agency on how to increase the 
number of contracts awarded to small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by 
women. 

‘‘(B) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Administrator, in consultation 
with the Office of Office of Women’s Business 
Ownership and the Office of Government 
Contracting, shall issue guidance and best 
practices on increasing the number of con-
tracts awarded to small businesses owned 
and controlled by women for Federal agen-
cies to which the goal established under sec-
tion 15(g)(1)(A)(v) applies. 

‘‘(C) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, and 
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall 
submit to Congress a report detailing— 

‘‘(i) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal 
year to which the report applies, a list of 
each Federal agency that failed to meet the 
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(v); 

‘‘(ii) for the fiscal year to which the report 
applies, the number of trainings provided to 
each Federal agency described in clause (i); 
and 

‘‘(iii) an overview of the content included 
in the training sessions described in clause 
(ii).’’. 

(c) QUALIFIED HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS 
CONCERNS.—Section 31 of the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 657a) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT 
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS 
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY QUALIFIED 
HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in 
consultation with the Office of the HUBZone 
Program and the Office of Government Con-
tracting, shall, with respect to each Federal 
agency that did not meet the goal estab-
lished under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iii) for the 
most recently completed fiscal year, provide 
training to contracting officers of that Fed-
eral agency on how to increase the number 
of contracts awarded to qualified HUBZone 
small business concerns. 

‘‘(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Administrator, in consultation 
with the Office of the HUBZone Program and 
the Office of Government Contracting, shall 
issue guidance and best practices on increas-
ing the number of contracts awarded to 
qualified HUBZone small business concern 
for Federal agencies to which the goal estab-
lished under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iii) applies. 

‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this subsection, and 
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall 
submit to Congress a report detailing— 

‘‘(A) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal 
year to which the report applies, a list of 
each Federal agency that failed to meet the 
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iii); 

‘‘(B) for the fiscal year to which the report 
applies, the number of trainings provided to 
each Federal agency described in subpara-
graph (A); and 

‘‘(C) an overview of the content included in 
the training sessions described in subpara-
graph (B).’’. 

(d) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND 
CONTROLLED BY SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY 
DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS.—Section 8(a) of 
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(a)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(22) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT 
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED 
AND CONTROLLED BY SOCIALLY AND ECONOMI-
CALLY DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in 
consultation with the Office of Government 
Contracting, shall, with respect to each Fed-
eral agency that did not meet the goal estab-
lished under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iv) for the 
most recently completed fiscal year, provide 
training to contracting officers of that Fed-
eral agency on how to increase the number 
of contracts awarded to small business con-
cerns owned and controlled by socially and 
economically disadvantaged individuals. 

‘‘(B) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Administrator, in consultation 
with the Office of Government Contracting, 
shall issue guidance and best practices on in-
creasing the number of contracts awarded to 
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals for Federal agencies 
to which the goal established under section 
15(g)(1)(A)(iv) applies. 

‘‘(C) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, and 
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall 
submit to Congress a report detailing— 

‘‘(i) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal 
year to which the report applies, a list of 
each Federal agency that failed to meet the 
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iv); 

‘‘(ii) for the fiscal year to which the report 
applies, the number of trainings provided to 
each Federal agency described in clause (i); 
and 

‘‘(iii) an overview of the content included 
in the training sessions described in clause 
(ii).’’. 

(e) NO AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS.—No additional amounts are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
this section or any of the amendments made 
by this section. 

SA 3144. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of part I of subtitle F of title V, 
insert the following: 
SEC. 578. REVIEW OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND 

DYSLEXIA PROCESSES AND PROCE-
DURES OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE EDUCATION ACTIVITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the De-
partment of Defense Education Activity (in 
this section referred to as ‘‘DODEA’’) shall 
review the special education processes and 
procedures in place within DODEA to diag-
nose disabilities and provide evidence-based 
interventions and supports for students with 
disabilities. 

(b) PROVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION MATE-
RIALS AND INFORMATION TO CONGRESS.—As 
part of the review required by subsection (a), 
the Director shall provide to the appropriate 
congressional committees the following: 

(1) A briefing on the special education 
processes and procedures of DODEA, particu-
larly those for diagnosing and treating dys-
lexia. 

(2) All documents, including documents 
not publicly available, related to special edu-
cation in schools operated by DODEA. 

(c) PROVISION OF DYSLEXIA MATERIALS AND 
INFORMATION TO CONGRESS.—No later than 60 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, as part of the review required by sub-
section (a), the Director shall provide to the 
appropriate congressional committees the 

following information regarding the dyslexia 
screening program of DODEA: 

(1) A description of the following: 
(A) How DODEA ensures that it screens 

each student enrolled in a school operated by 
DODEA for dyslexia near the end of kinder-
garten and near the end of first grade. 

(B) How DODEA ensures that it screens 
new enrollees in each such school regardless 
of year, unless the new enrollee has already 
been diagnosed with dyslexia. 

(C) How DODEA ensures it provides com-
prehensive literacy instruction (as defined in 
section 2221(b)(1) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
6641(b)(1))). 

(D) How DODEA provides high-quality 
training for school personnel, particularly 
specialized instructional support personnel 
(as defined in section 8101(47)(A)(ii) of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801(47)(A)(ii))) related to dys-
lexia. 

(E) How DODEA ensures that each district 
of schools operated by DODEA employs at 
least one specialized instructional support 
personnel who specializes in dyslexia. 

(2) Information with respect to the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The number of students at schools op-
erated by DODEA screened for dyslexia each 
year and the grade in which those students 
were screened. 

(B) The number and types of dyslexia 
screeners used by DODEA each year. 

(C) The total number of students diagnosed 
with dyslexia that are served by DODEA. 

(D) The total number of such students, 
disaggregated by each subgroup of student 
(as defined in section 1111(c)(2) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311(c)(2))). 

(E) The type of professional conducting the 
intervention program for a student diag-
nosed with dyslexia. 

(F) A list of, and all materials related to, 
the interventions used by DODEA to treat 
students diagnosed with dyslexia. 

(G) The number of trainings per year pro-
vided by DODEA on identifying and treating 
dyslexia in students. 

(H) A list of organizations outside of 
DODEA that are used to consult on the dys-
lexia screening and intervention program. 

(d) ASSESSMENT OF DEFINITIONS USED BY 
DODEA.—As part of the review required by 
subsection (a), the Director shall provide to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
description of how DODEA’s definitions of 
the following terms align with or differ from 
the following definitions: 

(1) COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY INSTRUC-
TION.—The term ‘‘comprehensive literacy in-
struction’’ has the meaning given that term 
in section 2221(b)(1) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
6641(b)(1)). 

(2) DYSLEXIA.—The term ‘‘dyslexia’’ means 
an unexpected difficulty in reading for an in-
dividual who has the intelligence to be a 
much better reader, most commonly caused 
by a difficulty in the phonological processing 
(the appreciation of the individual sounds of 
spoken language), which affects the ability 
of an individual to speak, read, and spell. 

(3) DYSLEXIA SCREENING PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘‘dyslexia screening program’’ means a 
screening program for dyslexia that is— 

(A) evidence-based with proven psychomet-
rics for validity; 

(B) efficient and low-cost; and 
(C) readily available. 
(4) EVIDENCE-BASED.—The term ‘‘evidence- 

based’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 8101(21)(A)(i) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7801(21)(A)(i)). 
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(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions and the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce and the Committee on Armed 
Services of the House of Representatives. 

SA 3145. Mr. BOOKER (for himself 
and Mr. MORAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1239. MODIFICATION TO WAIVERS OF LIMI-

TATIONS ON TRANSFER OF ARTI-
CLES ON UNITED STATES MUNI-
TIONS LIST TO REPUBLIC OF CY-
PRUS. 

(a) EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN SECURITY AND 
ENERGY PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 2019.—Section 
205(d)(2) of the Eastern Mediterranean Secu-
rity and Energy Partnership Act of 2019 
(Public Law 116–94; 133 Stat. 3052), is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘one fiscal year’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘five fiscal years’’. 

(b) NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020.—Section 1250A(d)(2) of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2373 note), is 
amended by striking ‘‘one fiscal year’’ and 
inserting ‘‘five fiscal years’’. 

SA 3146. Mr. CARPER (for himself 
and Mrs. CAPITO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle H of 
title X, insert the following: 
SEC. 10ll. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE DIESEL 

EMISSIONS REDUCTION ACT. 
Section 797(a) of the Energy Policy Act of 

2005 (42 U.S.C. 16137(a)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2029’’. 

SA 3147. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself 
and Mr. RISCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title X, add the following: 
Subtitle I—International Nuclear Energy Act 

of 2024 
SEC. 1099A. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Nuclear Energy Act of 2024’’. 

SEC. 1099B. DEFINITIONS. 
In this subtitle: 
(1) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The term 

‘‘advanced nuclear reactor’’ means— 
(A) a nuclear fission reactor, including a 

prototype plant (as defined in sections 50.2 
and 52.1 of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations)), with sig-
nificant improvements compared to reactors 
operating on October 19, 2016, including im-
provements such as— 

(i) additional inherent safety features; 
(ii) lower waste yields; 
(iii) improved fuel and material perform-

ance; 
(iv) increased tolerance to loss of fuel cool-

ing; 
(v) enhanced reliability or improved resil-

ience; 
(vi) increased proliferation resistance; 
(vii) increased thermal efficiency; 
(viii) reduced consumption of cooling 

water and other environmental impacts; 
(ix) the ability to integrate into electric 

applications and nonelectric applications; 
(x) modular sizes to allow for deployment 

that corresponds with the demand for elec-
tricity or process heat; and 

(xi) operational flexibility to respond to 
changes in demand for electricity or process 
heat and to complement integration with 
intermittent renewable energy or energy 
storage; 

(B) a fusion reactor; and 
(C) a radioisotope power system that uti-

lizes heat from radioactive decay to generate 
energy. 

(2) ALLY OR PARTNER NATION.—The term 
‘‘ally or partner nation’’ means— 

(A) the Government of any country that is 
a member of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development; 

(B) the Government of the Republic of 
India; and 

(C) the Government of any country des-
ignated as an ally or partner nation by the 
Secretary of State for purposes of this sub-
title. 

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committees on Foreign Relations 
and Energy and Natural Resources of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committees on Foreign Affairs and 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(4) ASSISTANT.—The term ‘‘Assistant’’ 
means the Assistant to the President and Di-
rector for International Nuclear Energy Pol-
icy described in section 1099C(a)(1)(D). 

(5) ASSOCIATED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘associ-
ated entity’’ means an entity that— 

(A) is owned, controlled, or operated by— 
(i) an ally or partner nation; or 
(ii) an associated individual; or 
(B) is organized under the laws of, or other-

wise subject to the jurisdiction of, a country 
described in paragraph (2), including a cor-
poration that is incorporated in a country 
described in that paragraph. 

(6) ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘as-
sociated individual’’ means a foreign na-
tional who is a national of a country de-
scribed in paragraph (2). 

(7) CIVIL NUCLEAR.—The term ‘‘civil nu-
clear’’ means activities relating to— 

(A) nuclear plant construction; 
(B) nuclear fuel services; 
(C) nuclear energy financing; 
(D) nuclear plant operations; 
(E) nuclear plant regulation; 
(F) nuclear medicine; 
(G) nuclear safety; 
(H) community engagement in areas in 

reasonable proximity to nuclear sites; 
(I) infrastructure support for nuclear en-

ergy; 

(J) nuclear plant decommissioning; 
(K) nuclear liability; 
(L) safe storage and safe disposal of spent 

nuclear fuel; 
(M) environmental safeguards; 
(N) nuclear nonproliferation and security; 

and 
(O) technology related to the matters de-

scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (N). 
(8) EMBARKING CIVIL NUCLEAR NATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘embarking 

civil nuclear nation’’ means a country that— 
(i) does not have a civil nuclear energy pro-

gram; 
(ii) is in the process of developing or ex-

panding a civil nuclear energy program, in-
cluding safeguards and a legal and regu-
latory framework, for— 

(I) nuclear safety; 
(II) nuclear security; 
(III) radioactive waste management; 
(IV) civil nuclear energy; 
(V) environmental safeguards; 
(VI) community engagement in areas in 

reasonable proximity to nuclear sites; 
(VII) nuclear liability; or 
(VIII) advanced nuclear reactor licensing; 
(iii) is in the process of selecting, devel-

oping, constructing, or utilizing advanced 
light water reactors, advanced nuclear reac-
tors, or advanced civil nuclear technologies; 
or 

(iv) is eligible to receive development lend-
ing from the World Bank. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘embarking 
civil nuclear nation’’ does not include— 

(i) the People’s Republic of China; 
(ii) the Russian Federation; 
(iii) the Republic of Belarus; 
(iv) the Islamic Republic of Iran; 
(v) the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea; 
(vi) the Republic of Cuba; 
(vii) the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; 
(viii) the Syrian Arab Republic; 
(ix) Burma; or 
(x) any other country— 
(I) the property or interests in property of 

the government of which are blocked pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or 

(II) the government of which the Secretary 
of State has determined has repeatedly pro-
vided support for acts of international ter-
rorism for purposes of— 

(aa) section 620A(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371(a)); 

(bb) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d)); 

(cc) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(i) of the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 
4813(c)(1)(A)(i)); or 

(dd) any other relevant provision of law. 
(9) NUCLEAR SAFETY.—The term ‘‘nuclear 

safety’’ means issues relating to the design, 
construction, operation, or decommissioning 
of nuclear facilities in a manner that ensures 
adequate protection of workers, the public, 
and the environment, including— 

(A) the safe operation of nuclear reactors 
and other nuclear facilities; 

(B) radiological protection of— 
(i) members of the public; 
(ii) workers; and 
(iii) the environment; 
(C) nuclear waste management; 
(D) emergency preparedness; 
(E) nuclear liability; and 
(F) the safe transportation of nuclear ma-

terials. 
(10) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Energy. 
(11) SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term 

‘‘spent nuclear fuel’’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 2 of the Nuclear Waste 
Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101). 
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(12) U.S. NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY.—The 

term ‘‘U.S. nuclear energy company’’ means 
a company that— 

(A) is organized under the laws of, or oth-
erwise subject to the jurisdiction of, the 
United States; and 

(B) is involved in the nuclear energy indus-
try. 
SEC. 1099C. CIVIL NUCLEAR COORDINATION AND 

STRATEGY. 
(a) WHITE HOUSE FOCAL POINT ON CIVIL NU-

CLEAR COORDINATION.— 
(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Given the critical 

importance of developing and implementing, 
with input from various agencies throughout 
the executive branch, a cohesive policy with 
respect to international efforts related to 
civil nuclear energy, it is the sense of Con-
gress that— 

(A) there should be a focal point within the 
White House, which may, if determined to be 
appropriate, report to the National Security 
Council, for coordination on issues relating 
to those efforts; 

(B) to provide that focal point, the Presi-
dent should establish, within the Executive 
Office of the President, an office, to be 
known as the ‘‘Office of the Assistant to the 
President and Director for International Nu-
clear Energy Policy’’ (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘‘Office’’); 

(C) the Office should act as a coordinating 
office for— 

(i) international civil nuclear cooperation; 
and 

(ii) civil nuclear export strategy; 
(D) the Office should be headed by an indi-

vidual appointed as an Assistant to the 
President with the title of ‘‘Director for 
International Nuclear Energy Policy’’; and 

(E) the Office should— 
(i) coordinate civil nuclear export policies 

for the United States; 
(ii) develop, in coordination with the offi-

cials described in paragraph (2), a cohesive 
Federal strategy for engagement with for-
eign governments (including ally or partner 
nations and the governments of embarking 
civil nuclear nations), associated entities, 
and associated individuals with respect to 
civil nuclear exports; 

(iii) coordinate with the officials described 
in paragraph (2) to ensure that necessary 
framework agreements and trade controls re-
lating to civil nuclear materials and tech-
nologies are in place for key markets; and 

(iv) develop— 
(I) a whole-of-government coordinating 

strategy for civil nuclear cooperation; 
(II) a whole-of-government strategy for 

civil nuclear exports; and 
(III) a whole-of-government approach to 

support appropriate foreign investment in 
civil nuclear energy projects supported by 
the United States in embarking civil nuclear 
nations. 

(2) OFFICIALS DESCRIBED.—The officials re-
ferred to in paragraph (1)(E) are— 

(A) appropriate officials of any Federal 
agency that the President determines to be 
appropriate; and 

(B) appropriate officials representing for-
eign countries and governments, including— 

(i) ally or partner nations; 
(ii) embarking civil nuclear nations; and 
(iii) any other country or government that 

the Assistant (if appointed) and the officials 
described in subparagraph (A) jointly deter-
mine to be appropriate. 

(b) NUCLEAR EXPORTS WORKING GROUP.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 

working group, to be known as the ‘‘Nuclear 
Exports Working Group’’ (referred to in this 
subsection as the ‘‘working group’’). 

(2) COMPOSITION.—The working group shall 
be composed of— 

(A) senior-level Federal officials, selected 
internally by the applicable Federal agency 

or organization, from any Federal agency or 
organization that the President determines 
to be appropriate; and 

(B) other senior-level Federal officials, se-
lected internally by the applicable Federal 
agency or organization, from any other Fed-
eral agency or organization that the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate. 

(3) REPORTING.—The working group shall 
report to the appropriate White House offi-
cial, which may be the Assistant (if ap-
pointed). 

(4) DUTIES.—The working group shall co-
ordinate, not less frequently than quarterly, 
with the Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Com-
mittee of the Department of Commerce, the 
Nuclear Energy Advisory Committee of the 
Department of Energy, and other advisory or 
stakeholder groups, as necessary, to main-
tain an accurate and up-to-date knowledge of 
the standing of civil nuclear exports from 
the United States, including with respect to 
meeting the targets established as part of 
the 10-year civil nuclear trade strategy de-
scribed in paragraph (5)(A). 

(5) STRATEGY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
working group shall establish a 10-year civil 
nuclear trade strategy, including biennial 
targets for the export of civil nuclear tech-
nologies, including light water and non-light 
water reactors and associated equipment and 
technologies, civil nuclear materials, and 
nuclear fuel that align with meeting inter-
national energy demand while seeking to 
avoid or reduce emissions. 

(B) COLLABORATION REQUIRED.—In estab-
lishing the strategy under subparagraph (A), 
the working group shall collaborate with— 

(i) any Federal agency that the President 
determines to be appropriate; and 

(ii) representatives of private industry. 
SEC. 1099D. ENGAGEMENT WITH ALLY OR PART-

NER NATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall 
launch, in accordance with applicable nu-
clear technology export laws (including reg-
ulations), an international initiative to mod-
ernize the civil nuclear outreach to embark-
ing civil nuclear nations. 

(b) FINANCING.—In carrying out the initia-
tive described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent, acting through an appropriate Federal 
official, who may be the Assistant (if ap-
pointed) or the Chief Executive Officer of the 
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion, if determined to be appropriate, and in 
coordination with the officials described in 
section 1099C(a)(2), may, if the President de-
termines to be appropriate, seek to establish 
cooperative financing relationships for the 
export of civil nuclear technology, compo-
nents, materials, and infrastructure to em-
barking civil nuclear nations. 

(c) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the initia-
tive described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent shall— 

(1) assist nongovernmental organizations 
and appropriate offices, administrations, 
agencies, laboratories, and programs of the 
Department of Energy and other relevant 
Federal agencies and offices in providing 
education and training to foreign govern-
ments in nuclear safety, security, and safe-
guards— 

(A) through engagement with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency; or 

(B) independently, if the applicable entity 
determines that it would be more advan-
tageous under the circumstances to provide 
the applicable education and training inde-
pendently; 

(2) assist the efforts of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to expand the sup-
port provided by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency to embarking civil nuclear 

nations for nuclear safety, security, and 
safeguards; 

(3) coordinate the work of the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation 
and the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States to expand outreach to the private in-
vestment community to create public-pri-
vate financing relationships to assist in the 
adoption of civil nuclear technologies by em-
barking civil nuclear nations, including 
through exports from the United States; 

(4) seek to better coordinate, to the max-
imum extent practicable, the work carried 
out by any Federal agency that the Presi-
dent determines to be appropriate; and 

(5) coordinate the work of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States to improve 
the efficient and effective exporting and im-
porting of civil nuclear technologies and ma-
terials. 
SEC. 1099E. COOPERATIVE FINANCING RELA-

TIONSHIPS WITH ALLY OR PARTNER 
NATIONS AND EMBARKING CIVIL NU-
CLEAR NATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall des-
ignate an appropriate White House official, 
who may be the Assistant (if appointed), and 
the Chief Executive Officer of the United 
States International Development Finance 
Corporation to coordinate with the officials 
described in section 1099C(a)(2) to develop, as 
the President determines to be appropriate, 
financing relationships with ally or partner 
nations to assist in the adoption of civil nu-
clear technologies exported from the United 
States or ally or partner nations to embark-
ing civil nuclear nations. 

(b) UNITED STATES COMPETITIVENESS 
CLAUSES.— 

(1) DEFINITION OF UNITED STATES COMPETI-
TIVENESS CLAUSE.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘United States competitiveness 
clause’’ means any United States competi-
tiveness provision in any agreement entered 
into by the Department of Energy, includ-
ing— 

(A) a cooperative agreement; 
(B) a cooperative research and develop-

ment agreement; and 
(C) a patent waiver. 
(2) CONSIDERATION.—In carrying out sub-

section (a), the relevant officials described in 
that subsection shall consider the impact of 
United States competitiveness clauses on 
any financing relationships entered into or 
proposed to be entered into under that sub-
section. 

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary shall facilitate 
waivers of United States competitiveness 
clauses as necessary to facilitate financing 
relationships with ally or partner nations 
under subsection (a). 
SEC. 1099F. COOPERATION WITH ALLY OR PART-

NER NATIONS ON ADVANCED NU-
CLEAR REACTOR DEMONSTRATION 
AND COOPERATIVE RESEARCH FA-
CILITIES FOR CIVIL NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State, in coordination with the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Commerce, 
shall conduct bilateral and multilateral 
meetings with not fewer than 5 ally or part-
ner nations, with the aim of enhancing nu-
clear energy cooperation among those ally or 
partner nations and the United States, for 
the purpose of developing collaborative rela-
tionships with respect to research, develop-
ment, licensing, and deployment of advanced 
nuclear reactor technologies for civil nuclear 
energy. 

(b) REQUIREMENT.—The meetings described 
in subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) a focus on cooperation to demonstrate 
and deploy advanced nuclear reactors, with 
an emphasis on U.S. nuclear energy compa-
nies, during the 10-year period beginning on 
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the date of enactment of this Act to provide 
options for addressing energy security and 
climate change; and 

(2) a focus on developing a memorandum of 
understanding or any other appropriate 
agreement between the United States and 
ally or partner nations with respect to— 

(A) the demonstration and deployment of 
advanced nuclear reactors; and 

(B) the development of cooperative re-
search facilities. 

(c) FINANCING ARRANGEMENTS.—In con-
ducting the meetings described in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of State, in coordination 
with the Secretary and the Secretary of 
Commerce, shall seek to develop financing 
arrangements to share the costs of the dem-
onstration and deployment of advanced nu-
clear reactors and the development of coop-
erative research facilities with the ally or 
partner nations participating in those meet-
ings. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, the Secretary of State, and the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall jointly submit to 
Congress a report highlighting potential 
partners— 

(1) for the establishment of cost-share ar-
rangements described in subsection (c); or 

(2) with which the United States may enter 
into agreements with respect to— 

(A) the demonstration of advanced nuclear 
reactors; or 

(B) cooperative research facilities. 
SEC. 1099G. INTERNATIONAL CIVIL NUCLEAR EN-

ERGY COOPERATION. 
Section 959B of the Energy Policy Act of 

2005 (42 U.S.C. 16279b) is amended— 
(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; 
(2) in subsection (a) (as so designated)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘financing,’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon 

at the end; 
(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘prep-

arations for’’; and 
(ii) in subparagraph (C)(v), by striking the 

period at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) to support, with the concurrence of 

the Secretary of State, the safe, secure, and 
peaceful use of civil nuclear technology in 
countries developing nuclear energy pro-
grams, with a focus on countries that have 
increased civil nuclear cooperation with the 
Russian Federation or the People’s Republic 
of China; and 

‘‘(4) to promote the fullest utilization of 
the reactors, fuel, equipment, services, and 
technology of U.S. nuclear energy companies 
(as defined in section 1099B of the Inter-
national Nuclear Energy Act of 2024) in civil 
nuclear energy programs outside the United 
States through— 

‘‘(A) bilateral and multilateral arrange-
ments developed and executed with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State that con-
tain commitments for the utilization of the 
reactors, fuel, equipment, services, and tech-
nology of U.S. nuclear energy companies (as 
defined in that section); 

‘‘(B) the designation of 1 or more U.S. nu-
clear energy companies (as defined in that 
section) to implement an arrangement under 
subparagraph (A) if the Secretary determines 
that the designation is necessary and appro-
priate to achieve the objectives of this sec-
tion; 

‘‘(C) the waiver of any provision of law re-
lating to competition with respect to any ac-
tivity related to an arrangement under sub-
paragraph (A) if the Secretary, in consulta-

tion with the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Commerce, determines that a waiv-
er is necessary and appropriate to achieve 
the objectives of this section; and 

‘‘(D) the issuance of loans, loan guaran-
tees, other financial assistance, or assistance 
in the form of an equity interest to carry out 
activities related to an arrangement under 
subparagraph (A), to the extent appropriated 
funds are available.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The program under 

subsection (a) shall be supported in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State and imple-
mented by the Secretary— 

‘‘(1) to facilitate, to the maximum extent 
practicable, workshops and expert-based ex-
changes to engage industry, stakeholders, 
and foreign governments with respect to 
international civil nuclear issues, such as— 

‘‘(A) training; 
‘‘(B) financing; 
‘‘(C) safety; 
‘‘(D) security; 
‘‘(E) safeguards; 
‘‘(F) liability; 
‘‘(G) advanced fuels; 
‘‘(H) operations; and 
‘‘(I) options for multinational cooperation 

with respect to the disposal of spent nuclear 
fuel (as defined in section 2 of the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101)); 
and 

‘‘(2) in coordination with any Federal agen-
cy that the President determines to be ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out subsection (a)(3) 
$15,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028.’’. 
SEC. 1099H. INTERNATIONAL CIVIL NUCLEAR 

PROGRAM SUPPORT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State, in coordination with the 
Secretary and the Assistant (if appointed), 
shall launch an international initiative (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘initiative’’) 
to provide financial assistance to, and facili-
tate the building of technical capacities by, 
in accordance with this section, embarking 
civil nuclear nations for activities relating 
to the development of civil nuclear energy 
programs. 

(b) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the initia-

tive, the Secretary of State, in coordination 
with the Secretary and the Assistant (if ap-
pointed), may award grants of financial as-
sistance to embarking civil nuclear nations 
in accordance with this subsection— 

(A) for activities relating to the develop-
ment of civil nuclear energy programs; and 

(B) to facilitate the building of technical 
capacities for those activities. 

(2) AMOUNT.—The amount of a grant of fi-
nancial assistance under paragraph (1) shall 
be not more than $5,500,000. 

(3) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary of State, 
in coordination with the Secretary and the 
Assistant (if appointed), may award— 

(A) not more than 1 grant of financial as-
sistance under paragraph (1) to any 1 em-
barking civil nuclear nation each fiscal year; 
and 

(B) not more than a total of 5 grants of fi-
nancial assistance under paragraph (1) to 
any 1 embarking civil nuclear nation. 

(c) SENIOR ADVISORS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the initia-

tive, the Secretary of State, in coordination 
with the Secretary and the Assistant (if ap-
pointed), may provide financial assistance to 
an embarking civil nuclear nation for the 
purpose of contracting with a U.S. nuclear 
energy company to hire 1 or more senior ad-
visors to assist the embarking civil nuclear 

nation in establishing a civil nuclear pro-
gram. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—A senior advisor de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall have relevant 
experience and qualifications to advise the 
embarking civil nuclear nation on, and fa-
cilitate on behalf of the embarking civil nu-
clear nation, 1 or more of the following ac-
tivities: 

(A) The development of financing relation-
ships. 

(B) The development of a standardized fi-
nancing and project management framework 
for the construction of nuclear power plants. 

(C) The development of a standardized li-
censing framework for— 

(i) light water civil nuclear technologies; 
and 

(ii) non-light water civil nuclear tech-
nologies and advanced nuclear reactors. 

(D) The identification of qualified organi-
zations and service providers. 

(E) The identification of funds to support 
payment for services required to develop a 
civil nuclear program. 

(F) Market analysis. 
(G) The identification of the safety, secu-

rity, safeguards, and nuclear governance re-
quired for a civil nuclear program. 

(H) Risk allocation, risk management, and 
nuclear liability. 

(I) Technical assessments of nuclear reac-
tors and technologies. 

(J) The identification of actions necessary 
to participate in a global nuclear liability 
regime based on the Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation for Nuclear Damage, 
with Annex, done at Vienna September 12, 
1997 (TIAS 15–415). 

(K) Stakeholder engagement. 
(L) Management of spent nuclear fuel and 

nuclear waste. 
(M) Any other major activities to support 

the establishment of a civil nuclear program, 
such as the establishment of export, financ-
ing, construction, training, operations, and 
education requirements. 

(3) CLARIFICATION.—Financial assistance 
under this subsection may be provided to an 
embarking civil nuclear nation in addition 
to any financial assistance provided to that 
embarking civil nuclear nation under sub-
section (b). 

(d) LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE TO EMBARK-
ING CIVIL NUCLEAR NATIONS.—Not later than 
1 year after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Offices of the Inspectors General for 
the Department of State and the Department 
of Energy shall coordinate— 

(1) to establish and submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a joint stra-
tegic plan to conduct comprehensive over-
sight of activities authorized under this sec-
tion to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse; and 

(2) to engage in independent and effective 
oversight of activities authorized under this 
section through joint or individual audits, 
inspections, investigations, or evaluations. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of State to carry out the initiative 
$50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028. 
SEC. 1099I. BIENNIAL CABINET-LEVEL INTER-

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NU-
CLEAR SAFETY, SECURITY, SAFE-
GUARDS, AND SUSTAINABILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, in coordi-
nation with international partners, as deter-
mined by the President, and industry, shall 
hold a biennial conference on civil nuclear 
safety, security, safeguards, and sustain-
ability (referred to in this section as a ‘‘con-
ference’’). 

(b) CONFERENCE FUNCTIONS.—It is the sense 
of Congress that each conference should— 

(1) be a forum in which ally or partner na-
tions may engage with each other for the 
purpose of reinforcing the commitment to— 
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(A) nuclear safety, security, safeguards, 

and sustainability; 
(B) environmental safeguards; and 
(C) local community engagement in areas 

in reasonable proximity to nuclear sites; and 
(2) facilitate— 
(A) the development of— 
(i) joint commitments and goals to im-

prove— 
(I) nuclear safety, security, safeguards, and 

sustainability; 
(II) environmental safeguards; and 
(III) local community engagement in areas 

in reasonable proximity to nuclear sites; 
(ii) stronger international institutions 

that support nuclear safety, security, safe-
guards, and sustainability; 

(iii) cooperative financing relationships to 
promote competitive alternatives to Chinese 
and Russian financing; 

(iv) a standardized financing and project 
management framework for the construction 
of civil nuclear power plants; 

(v) a standardized licensing framework for 
civil nuclear technologies; 

(vi) a strategy to change internal policies 
of multinational development banks, such as 
the World Bank, to support the financing of 
civil nuclear projects; 

(vii) a document containing any lessons 
learned from countries that have partnered 
with the Russian Federation or the People’s 
Republic of China with respect to civil nu-
clear power, including any detrimental out-
comes resulting from that partnership; and 

(viii) a global civil nuclear liability re-
gime; 

(B) cooperation for enhancing the overall 
aspects of civil nuclear power, such as— 

(i) nuclear safety, security, safeguards, and 
sustainability; 

(ii) nuclear laws (including regulations); 
(iii) waste management; 
(iv) quality management systems; 
(v) technology transfer; 
(vi) human resources development; 
(vii) localization; 
(viii) reactor operations; 
(ix) nuclear liability; and 
(x) decommissioning; and 
(C) the development and determination of 

the mechanisms described in paragraphs (7) 
and (8) of section 1099J(a), if the President 
intends to establish an Advanced Reactor 
Coordination and Resource Center as de-
scribed in that section. 

(c) INPUT FROM INDUSTRY AND GOVERN-
MENT.—It is the sense of Congress that each 
conference should include a meeting that 
convenes nuclear industry leaders and lead-
ers of government agencies with expertise 
relating to nuclear safety, security, safe-
guards, or sustainability to discuss best 
practices relating to— 

(1) the safe and secure use, storage, and 
transport of nuclear and radiological mate-
rials; 

(2) managing the evolving cyber threat to 
nuclear and radiological security; and 

(3) the role that the nuclear industry 
should play in nuclear and radiological safe-
ty, security, and safeguards, including with 
respect to the safe and secure use, storage, 
and transport of nuclear and radiological 
materials, including spent nuclear fuel and 
nuclear waste. 
SEC. 1099J. ADVANCED REACTOR COORDINATION 

AND RESOURCE CENTER. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall con-

sider the feasibility of leveraging existing 
activities or frameworks or, as necessary, es-
tablishing a center, to be known as the ‘‘Ad-
vanced Reactor Coordination and Resource 
Center’’ (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Center’’), for the purposes of— 

(1) identifying qualified organizations and 
service providers— 

(A) for embarking civil nuclear nations; 

(B) to develop and assemble documents, 
contracts, and related items required to es-
tablish a civil nuclear program; and 

(C) to develop a standardized model for the 
establishment of a civil nuclear program 
that can be used by the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency; 

(2) coordinating with countries partici-
pating in the Center and with the Nuclear 
Exports Working Group established under 
section 1099C(b)— 

(A) to identify funds to support payment 
for services required to develop a civil nu-
clear program; 

(B) to provide market analysis; and 
(C) to create— 
(i) project structure models; 
(ii) models for electricity market analysis; 
(iii) models for nonelectric applications 

market analysis; and 
(iv) financial models; 
(3) identifying and developing the safety, 

security, safeguards, and nuclear governance 
required for a civil nuclear program; 

(4) supporting multinational regulatory 
standards to be developed by countries with 
civil nuclear programs and experience; 

(5) developing and strengthening commu-
nications, engagement, and consensus-build-
ing; 

(6) carrying out any other major activities 
to support export, financing, education, con-
struction, training, and education require-
ments relating to the establishment of a 
civil nuclear program; 

(7) developing mechanisms for how to fund 
and staff the Center; and 

(8) determining mechanisms for the selec-
tion of the location or locations of the Cen-
ter. 

(b) OBJECTIVE.—The President shall carry 
out subsection (a) with the objective of es-
tablishing the Center if the President deter-
mines that it is feasible to do so. 
SEC. 1099K. INVESTMENT BY ALLIES AND PART-

NERS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
(a) COMMERCIAL LICENSES.—Section 103 d. 

of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 
2133(d)) is amended, in the second sentence— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘for a production facility’’ 
after ‘‘No license’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘any any’’ and inserting 
‘‘any’’. 

(b) MEDICAL THERAPY AND RESEARCH DE-
VELOPMENT LICENSES.—Section 104 d. of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2134(d)) 
is amended, in the second sentence, by in-
serting ‘‘for a production facility’’ after ‘‘No 
license’’. 
SEC. 1099L. STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 

WORKING GROUP. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 

working group, to be known as the ‘‘Stra-
tegic Infrastructure Fund Working Group’’ 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘working 
group’’) to provide input on the feasibility of 
establishing a program to support strategi-
cally important capital-intensive infrastruc-
ture projects. 

(b) COMPOSITION.—The working group shall 
be— 

(1) led by a White House official, who may 
be the Assistant (if appointed), who shall 
serve as the White House focal point with re-
spect to matters relating to the working 
group; and 

(2) composed of— 
(A) senior-level Federal officials, selected 

by the head of the applicable Federal agency 
or organization, from any Federal agency or 
organization that the President determines 
to be appropriate; 

(B) other senior-level Federal officials, se-
lected by the head of the applicable Federal 
agency or organization, from any other Fed-
eral agency or organization that the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate; and 

(C) any senior-level Federal official se-
lected by the White House official described 
in paragraph (1) from any Federal agency or 
organization. 

(c) REPORTING.—The working group shall 
report to the National Security Council. 

(d) DUTIES.—The working group shall— 
(1) provide direction and advice to the offi-

cials described in section 1099C(a)(2)(A) and 
appropriate Federal agencies, as determined 
by the working group, with respect to the es-
tablishment of a Strategic Infrastructure 
Fund (referred to in this subsection as the 
‘‘Fund’’) to be used— 

(A) to support those aspects of projects re-
lating to— 

(i) civil nuclear technologies; and 
(ii) microprocessors; and 
(B) for strategic investments identified by 

the working group; and 
(2) address critical areas in determining 

the appropriate design for the Fund, includ-
ing— 

(A) transfer of assets to the Fund; 
(B) transfer of assets from the Fund; 
(C) how assets in the Fund should be in-

vested; and 
(D) governance and implementation of the 

Fund. 
(e) REPORT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
working group shall submit to the commit-
tees described in paragraph (2) a report on 
the findings of the working group that in-
cludes suggested legislative text for how to 
establish and structure a Strategic Infra-
structure Fund. 

(2) COMMITTEES DESCRIBED.—The commit-
tees referred to in paragraph (1) are— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation, the Committee on Armed 
Services, the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources, the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works, and the Committee 
on Finance of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, the 
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology, 
and the Committee on Ways and Means of 
the House of Representatives. 

(3) ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUND.—The re-
port submitted under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude suggested legislative language requir-
ing all expenditures from a Strategic Infra-
structure Fund established in accordance 
with this section to be administered by the 
Secretary of State (or a designee of the Sec-
retary of State). 
SEC. 1099M. JOINT ASSESSMENT BETWEEN THE 

UNITED STATES AND INDIA ON NU-
CLEAR LIABILITY RULES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, 
shall establish and maintain within the U.S.- 
India Strategic Security Dialogue a joint 
consultative mechanism with the Govern-
ment of the Republic of India that convenes 
on a recurring basis— 

(1) to assess the implementation of the 
Agreement for Cooperation between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of India Concerning Peace-
ful Uses of Nuclear Energy, signed at Wash-
ington October 10, 2008 (TIAS 08–1206); 

(2) to discuss opportunities for the Repub-
lic of India to align domestic nuclear liabil-
ity rules with international norms; and 

(3) to develop a strategy for the United 
States and the Republic of India to pursue 
bilateral and multilateral diplomatic en-
gagements related to analyzing and imple-
menting those opportunities. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
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annually thereafter for 5 years, the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the 
heads of other relevant Federal departments 
and agencies, shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report that de-
scribes the joint assessment developed pursu-
ant to subsection (a)(1). 
SEC. 1099N. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this subtitle may be construed 
to alter or otherwise affect the interpreta-
tion or implementation of section 123 of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153). 

SA 3148. Ms. SMITH (for herself and 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 4638, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1014. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON NATIONAL 

GUARD COUNTERDRUG PROGRAM. 
It is the sense of Congress that the Na-

tional Guard Counterdrug Program must be 
included as part of the overall response of 
the Department of Defense to the fentanyl 
and synthetic opioid crisis. 

SA 3149. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 10ll. CONSULTATION UNDER CERTAIN 

LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGE-
MENT PLANS AND LAND USE PLANS. 

(a) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LAND AND 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANS.—Section 6(d) 
of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Re-
sources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 
1604(d)) is amended by striking paragraph (2) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) NO ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION REQUIRED 
AFTER APPROVAL OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
PLANS.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary shall not be re-
quired to reinitiate consultation under sec-
tion 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(16 U.S.C. 1536) or section 402.16 of title 50, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor 
regulation), on a completed land and re-
source management plan that has no on-the- 
ground effects when— 

‘‘(A) a new species is listed or a new crit-
ical habitat is designated under that Act (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); or 

‘‘(B) new information reveals effects of the 
land and resource management plan that 
may affect a species listed or critical habitat 
designated under that Act in a manner or to 
an extent not previously considered.’’. 

(b) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT LAND 
USE PLANS.—Section 202 of the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 
U.S.C. 1712) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(g) NO ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION RE-
QUIRED AFTER APPROVAL OF LAND USE 
PLANS.—Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary shall not be re-
quired to reinitiate consultation under sec-
tion 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(16 U.S.C. 1536) or section 402.16 of title 50, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor 
regulation), on a completed land use plan 
that has no on-the-ground effects when— 

‘‘(1) a new species is listed or a new critical 
habitat is designated under that Act (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); or 

‘‘(2) new information reveals effects of the 
land use plan that may affect a species listed 
or critical habitat designated under that Act 
in a manner or to an extent not previously 
considered.’’. 

SA 3150. Mr. HICKENLOOPER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2025 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XV, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1510. REPORT ON COOPERATION EFFORTS 

BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE AND THE NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRA-
TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation 
with the Administrator of the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration, shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a report on cooperation efforts be-
tween the Department of Defense and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) A detailed assessment of existing forms 
of cooperation between the Department of 
Defense and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

(2) An assessment of, and recommendations 
for improving, future joint engagement be-
tween the Department of Defense and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. 

(3) An assessment of the opportunities for 
exchange of personnel between the Depart-
ment of Defense and National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, and an examina-
tion of the feasibility and strategic benefits 
of establishing— 

(A) dedicated joint duty billets for Space 
Force personnel at the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration; and 

(B) rotational assignments of National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration em-
ployees in Space Force units and in the 
United States Space Command. 

(4) An identification of potential career in-
centives for Space Force joint duty at the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion and civilian National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration rotational assign-
ments at Space Force commands. 

(c) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may include a classified annex. 

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives. 

SA 3151. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT BY 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN INVEST-
MENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) ENHANCING MONITORING AND ENFORCE-
MENT OF NATIONAL SECURITY MITIGATION 
AGREEMENTS.— 

(1) PROCEDURES.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Treasury (in the sub-
section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’), as 
the chairperson of the Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States (in this sub-
section referred to as the ‘‘Committee’’), 
shall promulgate procedures for the Com-
mittee with respect to the implementation, 
monitoring, and enforcement of national se-
curity mitigation agreements and conditions 
entered into or imposed by the Committee 
pursuant to section 721(l)(3) of the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(l)(3)), 
including with respect to— 

(A) a consistent approach to monitoring, 
evaluating, and enforcing the implementa-
tion of and compliance with such agreements 
and conditions; 

(B) on-site compliance reviews conducted 
under such agreements and conditions; and 

(C) the use of third-party auditors and 
monitors. 

(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall publish such guidance as 
may be appropriate to clarify expectations 
with respect to periodic reporting and the 
submission of certain information to the 
Committee and lead agencies designated 
under subsection (k)(5) of section 721 of the 
Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 
4565) in connection with a national security 
mitigation agreement or condition entered 
into or imposed pursuant to subsection (l)(3) 
of that section. 

(3) CENTRALIZATION OF MONITORING AND EN-
FORCEMENT FUNCTIONS.—Section 721(q)(2) of 
the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 
4565(q)(2)) is amended by inserting before the 
period the following: ‘‘, such as monitoring 
of agreements and conditions entered into or 
imposed under subsection (l) and enforce-
ment of this section.’’. 

(b) MANDATORY DECLARATIONS OF TRANS-
ACTIONS RELATING TO CRITICAL INFRASTRUC-
TURE AND CRITICAL TECHNOLOGIES.—Section 
721(b)(1)(C)(v)(IV)(cc) of the Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 
4565(b)(1)(C)(v)(IV)(cc)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘subsection (a)(4)(B)(iii)(II)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subclause (I) or (II) of subsection 
(a)(4)(B)(iii)’’. 

SA 3152. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
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SEC. 1291. CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY OF BU-

REAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY 
TO IMPOSE EXPORT CONTROLS ON 
CERTAIN FOREIGN-PRODUCED 
ITEMS. 

Section 1742 of the Export Control Reform 
Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4801) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (8) through 
(14) as paragraphs (9) through (15), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (7) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(8) ITEM SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of part I, 
the term ‘item subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States’ includes a foreign-pro-
duced item that— 

‘‘(i) is in the United States, including in a 
foreign trade zone or moving in transit 
through the United States from one foreign 
country to another foreign country; 

‘‘(ii) is commingled with, draws from, is 
bundled with, or otherwise incorporates 
United States-origin content; 

‘‘(iii)(I) is destined to a prohibited destina-
tion or end user identified in the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations; and 

‘‘(II)(aa) is the direct product of— 
‘‘(AA) United States-origin technology or 

software; or 
‘‘(BB) foreign technology or software that 

is commingled with, draws from, is bundled 
with, or otherwise incorporates United 
States-origin technology or software; or 

‘‘(bb) is produced by any complete plant or 
major component of a plant located outside 
the United States, if the complete plant or 
major component of a plant, whether made 
in the United States or a foreign country, is 
itself a direct product of— 

‘‘(AA) United States-origin technology or 
software; or 

‘‘(BB) foreign technology or software that 
is commingled with, draws from, is bundled 
with, or otherwise incorporates United 
States-origin technology or software; or 

‘‘(iv) contains or is a direct product of an 
item produced pursuant to the cir-
cumstances described in clause (iii). 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL DEFINITIONS.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A): 

‘‘(i) DIRECT PRODUCT; MAJOR COMPONENT.— 
The terms ‘direct product’ and ‘major com-
ponent’ have the meanings given those terms 
in section 734.9 of the Export Administration 
Regulations (or a successor regulation). 

‘‘(ii) FOREIGN TRADE ZONE.—The term ‘for-
eign trade zone’ means a zone established 
pursuant to the Act of June 18, 1934 (com-
monly known as the ‘Foreign Trade Zones 
Act’) (48 Stat. 998, chapter 590; 19 U.S.C. 81a 
et seq.). 

‘‘(iii) PRODUCE.—The term ‘produce’ means 
production (as defined in section 772.1 of the 
Export Administration Regulations (or a 
successor regulation)). 

‘‘(iv) SOFTWARE.—The term ‘software’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 772.1 
of the Export Administration Regulations 
(or a successor regulation).’’. 

SA 3153. Mr. BROWN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 

SEC. 1095. ATTRACTING HIGHLY QUALIFIED EX-
PERTS TO BUREAU OF INDUSTRY 
AND SECURITY. 

Part III of the Export Control Reform Act 
of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4851 et seq.) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 1783. ATTRACTING HIGHLY QUALIFIED EX-

PERTS TO BUREAU OF INDUSTRY 
AND SECURITY. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Industry and Security (in this 
section referred to as the ‘Under Secretary’) 
may carry out a program using the authority 
provided in subsection (b) in order to attract 
to the Bureau of Industry and Security high-
ly qualified experts in needed occupations, as 
determined by the Under Secretary. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY.—Under the program under 
this section, the Under Secretary may— 

‘‘(1) appoint personnel from outside the 
civil service (as defined in section 2101 of 
title 5, United States Code) to positions in 
the Bureau of Industry and Security without 
regard to any provision of title 5, United 
States Code, governing the appointment of 
employees to positions in the Bureau; and 

‘‘(2) prescribe the rates of basic pay for po-
sitions to which employees are appointed 
under paragraph (1) at rates not in excess of 
the maximum rate of basic pay authorized 
for senior-level positions under section 5376 
of title 5, United States Code, as increased 
by locality-based comparability payments 
under section 5304 of that title, notwith-
standing any provision of that title gov-
erning the rates of pay or classification of 
employees in the executive branch. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATION ON TERM OF APPOINT-
MENT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the service of an employee 
under an appointment made pursuant to this 
section may not exceed 5 years. 

‘‘(2) EXTENSIONS.—The Under Secretary 
may, in the case of a particular employee, 
extend the period to which service is limited 
under paragraph (1) by up to 1 additional 
year if the Under Secretary determines that 
such action is necessary to promote the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economic 
objectives of the United States. 

‘‘(d) LIMITATION ON TOTAL ANNUAL COM-
PENSATION.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this subsection or of section 5307 of 
title 5, United States Code, no additional 
payments may be paid to an employee under 
this section in any calendar year if, or to the 
extent that, the employee’s total annual 
compensation will exceed the maximum 
amount of total annual compensation pay-
able at the salary set in accordance with sec-
tion 104 of title 3, United States Code. 

‘‘(e) LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF HIGHLY 
QUALIFIED EXPERTS.—The number of highly 
qualified experts appointed and retained by 
the Under Secretary under subsection (b)(1) 
shall not exceed 50 at any time. 

‘‘(f) SAVINGS PROVISIONS.—In the event 
that the Under Secretary terminates the 
program under this section, in the case of an 
employee who, on the day before the termi-
nation of the program, is serving in a posi-
tion pursuant to an appointment under this 
section— 

‘‘(1) the termination of the program does 
not terminate the employee’s employment in 
that position before the expiration of the 
lesser of— 

‘‘(A) the period for which the employee was 
appointed; or 

‘‘(B) the period to which the employee’s 
service is limited under subsection (c), in-
cluding any extension made under this sec-
tion before the termination of the program; 
and 

‘‘(2) the rate of basic pay prescribed for the 
position under this section may not be re-
duced as long as the employee continues to 

serve in the position without a break in serv-
ice.’’. 

SA 3154. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for him-
self and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. COORDINATOR FOR COMBATING FOR-

EIGN KLEPTOCRACY AND CORRUP-
TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3021) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) assess the national security implica-

tions of foreign corruption and kleptocracy 
(including strategic corruption) and coordi-
nate, without assuming operational author-
ity, the United States Government efforts to 
counter foreign corruption and 
kleptocracy.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(h) COORDINATOR FOR COMBATING FOREIGN 
KLEPTOCRACY AND CORRUPTION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall des-
ignate an officer of the National Security 
Council to be responsible for— 

‘‘(A) the assessment of the national secu-
rity implications of foreign corruption and 
kleptocracy (including strategic corruption); 
and 

‘‘(B) the coordination of the interagency 
process to counter foreign corruption and 
kleptocracy. 

‘‘(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—In addition to the 
coordination and assessment described in 
paragraph (1), the officer designated pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) shall be responsible for 
the following: 

‘‘(A) Coordinating and deconflicting anti- 
corruption and counter-kleptocracy initia-
tives across the Federal Government, includ-
ing those at the Department of State, the 
Department of the Treasury, the Department 
of Justice, and the United States Agency for 
International Development. 

‘‘(B) Informing deliberations of the Council 
by highlighting the wide-ranging and desta-
bilizing effects of corruption on a variety of 
issues, including drug trafficking, arms traf-
ficking, sanctions evasion, cybercrime, vot-
ing rights and global democracy initiatives, 
and other matters of national security con-
cern to the Council. 

‘‘(C) Updating, as appropriate, and coordi-
nating the implementation of the United 
States strategy on countering corruption. 

‘‘(3) COORDINATION WITH COORDINATOR FOR 
COMBATING MALIGN FOREIGN INFLUENCE OPER-
ATIONS AND CAMPAIGNS.—The officer des-
ignated under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section shall coordinate with the employee 
designated under subsection (g)(1). 

‘‘(4) LIAISON.—The officer designated under 
paragraph (1) shall serve as a liaison, for pur-
poses of coordination described in such para-
graph and paragraph (2)(A), with the fol-
lowing: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:52 Jul 25, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00153 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JY6.059 S24JYPT1ug
oo

dw
in

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5478 July 24, 2024 
‘‘(A) The Department of State. 
‘‘(B) The Department of the Treasury. 
‘‘(C) The Department of Justice. 
‘‘(D) The intelligence community. 
‘‘(E) The United States Agency for Inter-

national Development. 
‘‘(F) Any other Federal agency that the 

President considers appropriate. 
‘‘(G) Good government transparency 

groups in civil society. 
‘‘(5) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 

once each year, the officer designated pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), or the officer’s des-
ignee, shall provide to the congressional 
committees specified in subparagraph (B) a 
briefing on the responsibilities and activities 
of the officer designated under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(B) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The congres-
sional committees specified in this subpara-
graph are the following: 

‘‘(i) The Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Select Committee on Intelligence, the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs, the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
the Caucus on International Narcotics Con-
trol of the Senate. 

‘‘(ii) The Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives.’’. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subsection (h) of section 101 of such Act, as 
added by subsection (a)(3), shall be construed 
to prohibit the officer designated pursuant 
to such subsection (h) from serving in any 
additional roles or positions or being as-
signed any responsibilities not set forth 
under such subsection (h). 

SA 3155. Mr. WYDEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3021 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER to the bill S. 2073, to amend 
title 31, United States Code, to require 
agencies to include a list of outdated or 
duplicative reporting requirements in 
annual budget justifications, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 11, insert the following after line 
17: 

(3) availing themselves of privacy-enhanc-
ing technologies or designs, including 
encrypted communications. 

SA 3156. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. PACIFIC ISLANDS RESTORATION AND 

HAZARDS REMOVAL PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

shall establish an Pacific Islands Restoration 
and Hazards Removal Program (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Program’’). 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Program 
is— 

(1) to coordinate with the Pacific Island 
countries— 

(A) to support survey and clearance oper-
ations of buried and abandoned bombs, mor-
tars, artillery shells, and unexploded ord-
nance from battlefields of World War II; and 

(B) to identify, isolate, and, where appro-
priate, mitigate environmental risks associ-
ated with submerged maritime vessels that 
pose a threat to public health or marine re-
sources because of the presence of oil, fuel, 
corrosive metals, or other toxins; and 

(2) to build the national capacity of the Pa-
cific Island countries to identify, isolate, and 
mitigate risks related to explosive ordnance 
hazards, submerged maritime vessels, or re-
lated hazardous marine debris through sur-
vey and disposal training, funding to non-
governmental organizations, and support to 
regional cooperation initiatives with coun-
tries that are partners and allies of the 
United States, including Australia, France, 
Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, 
and the United Kingdom. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of State $1,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2025 through 2029 to carry out 
this section. 

SA 3157. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. INCLUSION OF PACIFIC ISLAND COUN-

TRIES IN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AND USAID PLANNING AND PRO-
GRAM EVALUATION PROCESSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in coordination with the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development (in this section referred to as 
‘‘USAID’’), shall include Pacific Island coun-
tries in existing strategic planning and 
multi-sector program evaluation processes, 
including the Integrated Country Strategies 
of the Department of State, the Country De-
velopment Cooperation Strategies of USAID, 
and the Joint Strategic Plan of the Depart-
ment and USAID. 

(b) PROGRAMMATIC CONSIDERATIONS.—Eval-
uations and considerations for Pacific Island 
countries in the program planning and stra-
tegic development processes described in 
subsection (a) should include— 

(1) descriptions of the diplomatic and de-
velopment challenges of each Pacific Island 
country as those challenges relate to the 
strategic, economic, and humanitarian inter-
ests of the United States; 

(2) reviews of existing Department of State 
and USAID programs to address the diplo-
matic and development challenges of those 
countries identified under paragraph (1); 

(3) descriptions of the barriers, if any, to 
increasing Department of State and USAID 
programming to Pacific Island countries, in-
cluding— 

(A) the income level of Pacific Island coun-
tries relative to other regions where there is 
high demand for United States foreign as-
sistance to support development needs; 

(B) the relative capacity of Pacific Island 
countries to absorb United States foreign as-
sistance for diplomatic and development 
needs through partner governments and civil 
society institutions; and 

(C) any other factor that the Secretary or 
the Administrator determines may con-
stitute a barrier to deploying or increasing 
United States foreign assistance to the Pa-
cific Island countries; 

(4) assessments of the presence of, degree 
of international development by, partner 

country indebtedness to, and political influ-
ence of malign foreign governments, such as 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China, and non-state actors; 

(5) assessments of new foreign economic 
assistance modalities that could strengthen 
United States foreign assistance in to Pa-
cific Island countries, including the deploy-
ment of technical assistance and asset recov-
ery tools to partner governments and civil 
society institutions to help develop the ca-
pacity and expertise necessary to achieve 
self-sufficiency; 

(6) an evaluation of the existing budget and 
resource management processes for the mis-
sion and work of the Department of State 
and USAID with respect to programming in 
Pacific Island countries; 

(7) an explanation of how the Secretary 
and the Administrator will use existing pro-
gramming processes, including those with re-
spect to development of an Integrated Coun-
try Strategy, a Country Development Co-
operation Strategy, and the Joint Strategic 
Plan to advance the long-term growth, gov-
ernance, economic development, and resil-
ience of Pacific Island countries; and 

(8) any recommendations about appro-
priate budgetary, resource management, and 
programmatic changes necessary to assist in 
strengthening United States foreign assist-
ance programming in the Pacific Island 
countries. 

SA 3158. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. REPORT ON ESTABLISHING A PACIFIC 

ISLANDS SECURITY DIALOGUE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall submit to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives a report assess-
ing the feasibility and advisability of estab-
lishing a United States-based public-private 
sponsored security dialogue (to be known as 
the ‘‘Pacific Islands Security Dialogue’’) 
among the Pacific Islands for the purposes of 
jointly exploring and discussing issues af-
fecting the economic, diplomatic, and na-
tional security of the Pacific Islands. 

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—The report required 
by subsection (a) shall, at a minimum, in-
clude the following: 

(1) A review of the ability of the Depart-
ment of State to participate in a public-pri-
vate sponsored security dialogue. 

(2) A survey of Pacific Island countries on 
their interest in engaging in such a dialogue 
and potential topics for discussion. 

(3) An assessment of the potential loca-
tions for conducting a Pacific Islands Secu-
rity Dialogue in the jurisdiction of the 
United States. 

(4) Consideration of dates for conducting a 
Pacific Islands Security Dialogue that would 
maximize participation of representatives 
from the Pacific Islands. 

(5) A review of the funding modalities 
available to the Department of State to help 
finance a Pacific Islands Security Dialogue, 
including grant-making authorities avail-
able to the Department of State. 

(6) An assessment of any administrative, 
statutory, or other legal limitations that 
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would prevent the establishment of a Pacific 
Islands Security Dialogue with participation 
and support of the Department of State as 
described in subsection (a). 

(7) An analysis of how a Pacific Islands Se-
curity Dialogue could help to advance the 
Boe Declaration on Regional Security, in-
cluding its emphasis on the changing envi-
ronment as the greatest existential threat to 
the Pacific Islands. 

(8) An evaluation of how a Pacific Islands 
Security Dialogue could help amplify the 
issues and work of existing regional struc-
tures and organizations dedicated to the se-
curity of the Pacific Islands region, such as 
the Pacific Island Forum and Pacific Envi-
ronmental Security Forum. 

(9) An analysis of how a Pacific Islands Se-
curity Dialogue would help with the imple-
mentation of the Pacific Partnership Strat-
egy of the United States and the National 
Security Strategy of the United States. 

(c) INTERAGENCY CONSULTATION.—To the 
extent practicable, the Secretary of State 
may consult with the Secretary of Defense 
and, where appropriate, evaluate the lessons 
learned of the Regional Centers for Security 
Studies of the Department of Defense to de-
termine the feasibility and advisability of 
establishing the Pacific Islands Security 
Dialogue. 

SA 3159. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1266. PACIFIC ISLANDS STRATEGIC INFRA-

STRUCTURE INITIATIVE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 

in concurrence with the Director of the 
United States Trade and Development Agen-
cy, and in collaboration with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Chief of Engineers, and 
the Secretary of Energy, working through 
the directors of the national laboratories of 
the Department of Energy, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the Secretary of Defense, 
shall develop a program to catalyze sustain-
able, resilient infrastructure throughout the 
Pacific Islands, including by providing fre-
quent and meaningful technical assistance to 
inform the needs assessments and planning 
of Pacific Island countries to protect against 
threats to critical infrastructure. 

(b) GOALS.—The goal of the program estab-
lished under subsection (a) is to strengthen 
United States support of Pacific Island coun-
tries in assessing— 

(1) existing and forecasted threats to the 
functionality and safety of infrastructure re-
sulting from sea-level fluctuation, salt water 
intrusion, extreme weather, or other severe 
changes in the environment, as well as cyber 
threats and any other security risks that dis-
rupt essential services or threaten public 
health; 

(2) the strategies, designs, and engineering 
techniques for reinforcing or rebuilding fail-
ing infrastructure in ways that with with-
stand and maintain function in light of ex-
isting and forecasted threats to community 
infrastructure; 

(3) the rate and sources of deterioration, 
structural deficiencies, and most pressing 
risks to public safety from aging and failing 
infrastructure; 

(4) priorities for infrastructure improve-
ment, reinforcement, re-engineering, or re-
placement based on the significance of infra-
structure to ensuring public health, safety, 
and economic growth; 

(5) risks associated with the interconnect-
edness of supply chains and technology, com-
munications, and financial systems; 

(6) the policy and governance needed to 
strengthen critical infrastructure resilience, 
including with respect to infrastructure fi-
nancing to meet the contemporary needs of 
Pacific Islanders; and 

(7) the plan for leveraging regional funding 
mechanisms, including the Pacific Resilience 
Facility, as well as bilateral assistance and 
global multilateral financing to coordinate 
international financial support for infra-
structure projects. 

(c) ACTIVITIES.—To achieve the purpose of 
the program established under subsection 
(a), the Secretary is encouraged to consider 
the following activities: 

(1) Educational and information sharing 
with Pacific Island countries that helps de-
velop the local capacity of government and 
civil society leaders to evaluate localized 
critical infrastructure risks, interdepend-
encies across systems, and risk-mitigation 
solutions. 

(2) Technology exchanges that provide Pa-
cific Island countries with access to proven, 
cost-effective solutions for mitigating the 
risks associated with critical infrastructure 
vulnerabilities and related interdepend-
encies. 

(3) Financial and budget management and 
related technical assistance that provide Pa-
cific Island countries with additional capac-
ity to access, manage, and service financing 
for contemporary infrastructure projects to 
support the resilience needs of communities 
in the Pacific Islands. 

SA 3160. Mr. CARDIN (for himself, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. WARREN, 
and Mr. MARKEY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 
Subtitle G—Americas Regional Monitoring of 

Arms Sales 
SECTION 1291. SHORT TITLES. 

(a) SHORT TITLES.—This subtitle may be 
cited as the ‘‘Americas Regional Monitoring 
of Arms Sales Act of 2024’’ or the ‘‘ARMAS 
Act’’. 
SEC. 1292. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Violence in Mexico, Central America, 

and the Caribbean is exacerbated by firearms 
originating in the United States. 

(2) While firearms are trafficked to Mexico 
from a variety of countries, firearms origi-
nating in the United States account for 70 
percent of the firearms recovered and traced 
from crimes in Mexico, according to the 2021 
Government Accountability Office (referred 
to in this section as ‘‘GAO’’) report published 
by the Comptroller General of the United 
States titled ‘‘Firearms Trafficking: U.S. Ef-
forts to Disrupt Gun Smuggling into Mexico 
Would Benefit from Additional Data and 
Analysis’’. 

(3) United States-origin firearm flows con-
tribute to human rights violations, orga-
nized crime and gang violence, extrajudicial 

killings, high homicide rates, domestic vio-
lence, and femicides in Mexico, Central 
America, and the Caribbean. 

(4) Firearms trafficking from the United 
States and firearm violence are key drivers 
of immigration and asylum claims from Cen-
tral America. 

(5) According to the United Nations Re-
gional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and 
Development in Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, firearms are used in 70 percent of 
homicides in the Caribbean compared to 30 
percent globally, and while the Caribbean 
constitutes less than 1 percent of the global 
population, 23 percent of all recorded homi-
cides worldwide take place in the Caribbean. 

(6) In an August 2022 press conference, 
Homeland Security Investigations officials 
reported a ‘‘marked uptick in the number of 
weapons’’, and an increase in the caliber and 
type of weapons, being illegally trafficked to 
Haiti and the rest of the Caribbean. 

(7) The Caribbean Basin Security Initiative 
of the Department of State, which com-
menced in 2009— 

(A) is the regional foreign assistance pro-
gram of the United States that seeks to re-
duce illicit trafficking in the Caribbean re-
gion and advance public safety and security; 

(B) seeks to improve the capacity of Carib-
bean countries to intercept smuggled weap-
ons at airports and seaports; and 

(C) provides support for forensic ballistics 
and firearms destruction and stockpile man-
agement; and 

(D) has also included support for regional 
organizations, including— 

(i) the Caribbean Community Implementa-
tion Agency for Crime and Security 
(CARICOM IMPACS), which based in Trini-
dad and Tobago, and is the lead agency in-
volved in the issue of illicit firearms traf-
ficking and increasing the capacity of mem-
ber states to detect and prevent firearms 
trafficking; and 

(ii) the Eastern Caribbean’s Regional Secu-
rity System, which is based in Barbados. 

(8) The Central America Regional Security 
Initiative of the Department of State has 
been working since 2010 to promote long- 
term investments in Central America— 

(A) to increase citizen security; 
(B) to disrupt illicit trafficking; and 
(C) to enhance the capacity and account-

ability of governments in the region to es-
tablish effective state-presence and security 
in violent communities. 

(9) Two GAO reports on firearms traf-
ficking, which were published in 2021 and 
2022, respectively, have affirmed that fire-
arms trafficking to Mexico and Central 
America continues to represent a security 
concern to the United States, as United 
States-origin firearms are diverted from le-
gitimate owners and end up in the hands of 
violent criminals, including drug traffickers 
and other transnational criminal organiza-
tions. A GAO report on the effect of firearms 
trafficking in the Caribbean has not yet been 
compiled. 

(10) In the reports referred to in paragraph 
(9), the Comptroller General of the United 
States found that— 

(A) Federal departments and agencies 
lacked information and analysis of the fire-
arms trafficking networks in Mexico and 
Central America; 

(B) few efforts by the United States Gov-
ernment in the region focused on firearms 
trafficking; and 

(C) as a result, Federal departments and 
agencies lack a detailed understanding of the 
firearms trafficking that fuels violence and 
enables criminals in Belize, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico. 

(11) Firearms used to kidnap and kill a 
group of United States citizens traveling in 
Matamoros, Mexico were illegally smuggled 
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from the United States into Mexico. The sus-
pect in these killings admitted to Federal 
agents that he purchased firearms in the 
United States, smuggled them across the 
border, and knowingly provided them to 
members of the Gulf Cartel. 

(12) As the incident described in paragraph 
(11) demonstrates, United States-sourced 
firearms are being smuggled and diverted to 
cartels implicated in the supply and flow of 
illegal fentanyl and other dangerous drugs, 
which threatens the public health and safety 
of United States citizens. 

(13) In the 2022 GAO report ‘‘Firearms Traf-
ficking: More Information Needed to Inform 
U.S. Efforts in Central America’’, the Comp-
troller General of the United States reported 
that efforts of the United States Government 
focused on firearms trafficking in Belize, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras lacked 
information about relevant country condi-
tions and performance measures to ensure 
such efforts were designed and implemented 
to achieve the intended objectives and, as a 
result, the Comptroller General rec-
ommended that the Secretary of State ob-
tain information about the conditions in 
such countries to support the development of 
effective programs to reduce the availability 
of illicit firearms. 

(14) Data on firearms trafficking is limited. 
Data compilation is crucial to understanding 
the problem. 

(15) As of the date of the publication of the 
report referred to in paragraph (13), the Sec-
retary of Commerce had not assigned any 
agents to Central America on permanent as-
signment. 

(16) In 2021 and 2022, the annual Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices of the 
Department of State included ‘‘unlawful and 
arbitrary killings’’ as a significant human 
rights issue in Guatemala. Despite such in-
clusion, the Under Secretary of Commerce 
for Industry and Security has authorized ap-
proximately 99,270 firearms exports to Gua-
temala since assuming responsibility for 
firearms licensing in 2020. 

(17) When firearms were controlled under 
the United States Munitions List and the li-
censing of firearms was the responsibility of 
the Secretary of State, the average number 
of firearms licensed for export to Guatemala 
was approximately 4,000 per year. 

(18) The number of exports specified in 
paragraph (16) represents an extraordinary 
increase from the number specified in para-
graph (17). The Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Industry and Security has only 
been able to conduct a very limited number 
of end-use checks, according to the 2022 GAO 
report ‘‘Firearms Trafficking: More Informa-
tion Needed to Inform U.S. Efforts in Central 
America’’. 

(19) Since the Department of Commerce 
gained jurisdiction over the control of fire-
arm export licensing— 

(A) there has been a 42 percent increase in 
firearm exports compared to averages for 
such exports when the control of such ex-
ports was under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of State; 

(B) the total value of export licenses ap-
proved annually has increased by an esti-
mated $4,450,000,000; and 

(C) the Secretary of Commerce has also ap-
proved 95 percent of license applications for 
such exports. 

(20) According to the Census Bureau, Mex-
ico, Guatemala, and Brazil have been among 
the top 10 destinations for United States- 
manufactured semiautomatic firearm ex-
ports. 

(21) The 2021 security cooperation plan, ti-
tled ‘‘U.S.-Mexico Bicentennial Framework 
for Security, Public Heath, and Safe Commu-
nities’’, explicitly identifies reducing illicit 

arms trafficking as a ‘‘Cooperation Area’’ 
with specific objectives— 

(A) to increase efforts to reduce the illicit 
trafficking of firearms, ammunition, and ex-
plosive devices; 

(B) to increase bilateral information shar-
ing on illicit firearms trafficking; and 

(C) to increase investigative and prosecu-
torial capacity to address illicit firearms 
trafficking. 

(22) As of March 2023, during the second 
phase of the Bicentennial Framework re-
ferred to in paragraph (21)— 

(A) the United States and Mexico were fo-
cusing specifically on stemming firearms 
trafficking to Mexico; and 

(B) the Department of Justice’s Operation 
Southbound had deployed 9 interagency Fire-
arms Trafficking Task Forces to 8 cities 
along the southwest border to focus on such 
firearms trafficking, which resulted in the 
seizure of nearly 2,000 firearms during the 
first 6 months of fiscal year 2023, and rep-
resents a 65.8 percent increase in firearms 
seizures compared to the same period during 
fiscal year 2022. 

(23) Homeland Security Investigations has 
reported a surge in firearms trafficking from 
the United States to Haiti since 2021, and the 
recovery of increasingly sophisticated arms 
destined for ports in Haiti, including— 

(A) .50 caliber sniper rifles; 
(B) .308 caliber rifles; and 
(C) belt-fed machine guns. 
(24) The 2023 Assessment by the United Na-

tions Office on Drugs and Crime, titled ‘‘Hai-
ti’s Criminal Markets: Mapping Trends in 
Firearms and Drug Trafficking’’, outlines 
the use of increasingly sophisticated meth-
ods, including a 2022 seizure of containers 
filled with semi-automatic weapons and 
handguns addressed to the Episcopal Church 
and labeled as relief supplies. 

(25) The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act 
(Public Law 117–159), which was enacted into 
law on June 25, 2022, implemented key efforts 
to address firearm trafficking, including— 

(A) establishing a Federal criminal offense 
for firearm trafficking; and 

(B) strengthening the capability of the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives to interdict firearms. 

(26) A growing number of firearms exported 
by United States manufacturers are found 
involved in violent crimes worldwide, includ-
ing the pistol used in a mass shooting of 23 
children and two teachers in Thailand in Oc-
tober 2022, which was linked to a United 
States factory. 
SEC. 1293. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘covered 
country’’ means any country designated by 
the Secretary of State pursuant to section 
1296 as a covered country. 

(3) COVERED MUNITION.—The term ‘‘covered 
munition’’ means— 

(A) any previously covered item; or 
(B) any item that, on or after the date of 

the enactment of this Act, is designated for 
control under Category I, II, or III of the 
United States Munitions List pursuant to 
section 38 of the Arms Export Control Act (22 
U.S.C. 2778) or otherwise subject to control 
under any such category. 

(4) FIREARM.—The term ‘‘firearm’’ includes 
covered munitions. 

(5) GROSS VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED HUMAN RIGHTS.—The term ‘‘gross 
violations of internationally recognized 
human rights’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 502B(d)(1) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304(d)(1)). 

(6) PREVIOUSLY COVERED ITEM.—The term 
‘‘previously covered item’’ means any item 
that— 

(A) as of March 8, 2020, was included in Cat-
egory I, II, or III of the United States Muni-
tions List; and 

(B) as of the date of the enactment of this 
Act, is included on the Commerce Control 
List. 

(7) SECURITY ASSISTANCE.—The term ‘‘secu-
rity assistance’’ includes— 

(A) any type of assistance specified in sec-
tion 502B(d)(2) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2304); and 

(B) assistance furnished under an inter-
national security assistance program of the 
United States conducted under any other 
provision of law, including the authorities 
under chapter 16 of title 10, United States 
Code. 

(8) UNITED STATES MUNITIONS LIST.—The 
term ‘‘United States Munitions List’’ means 
the list maintained pursuant to part 121 of 
title 22, Code of Federal Regulations. 
SEC. 1294. TRANSFER OF REGULATORY CONTROL 

OF CERTAIN MUNITIONS EXPORTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

(a) TRANSFER.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act— 

(1) the Secretary of Commerce shall trans-
fer the control over the export of each pre-
viously covered item to the jurisdiction of 
the Department of State; and 

(2) following such transfer, control over 
the export of any covered munition may not 
be transferred to the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Commerce. 

(b) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of State 
and the Secretary of Commerce shall pre-
scribe such regulations as may be necessary 
to implement this section by the date speci-
fied in subsection (a). 

(c) PROHIBITION ON PROMOTION OF CERTAIN 
MUNITIONS EXPORTS BY DEPARTMENT OF COM-
MERCE.—The Secretary of Commerce may 
not take any actions to promote the export 
of any previously covered item, including ac-
tions before, on, or after the date on which 
the Secretary transfers the control over the 
export of the previously covered item to the 
jurisdiction of the Department State under 
subsection (a). 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section may be construed as limiting 
any authority relating to the designation, 
control, or removal of items under the 
United States Munitions List or the Com-
merce Control List, other than the specific 
authority to transfer the control of an item 
as specified in subsection (a). 
SEC. 1295. REPORTS AND STRATEGY ON DISRUP-

TION OF ILLEGAL EXPORT AND 
TRAFFICKING OF FIREARMS TO 
MEXICO AND CERTAIN CENTRAL 
AMERICAN, CARIBBEAN, AND SOUTH 
AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 

(a) REPORT.— 
(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Commerce, the Attorney 
General, the Director of the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and 
the heads of such other Federal departments 
or agencies as the Secretary of State may 
determine relevant, shall submit a report to 
the appropriate congressional committees 
that describes the efforts of the Secretary of 
State and the heads of other relevant Fed-
eral departments and agencies to disrupt— 

(A) the illegal export or diversion of fire-
arms from the United States to unauthorized 
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recipients in covered countries, including 
through unauthorized third-party transfers; 
and 

(B) the illegal trafficking of firearms ob-
tained in the United States to recipients in 
such countries. 

(2) MATTERS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include, with respect to 
the efforts specified in such paragraph— 

(A) the identification of any such efforts, 
including efforts— 

(i) to track and verify information regard-
ing the end-users of firearms so exported, in-
cluding by entering into data-sharing agree-
ments— 

(I) with appropriate counterparts from the 
governments of such covered countries; and 

(II) between the relevant departments and 
agencies of the United States Government; 

(ii) to ensure the destruction of surplus 
firearms so exported; 

(iii) to ensure that firearms so exported are 
not used to commit extrajudicial killings or 
other gross violations of internationally rec-
ognized human rights; 

(iv) to build the capacity of such covered 
countries to prevent the trafficking of fire-
arms so exported, including through current 
programs supported or implemented by the 
United States Government; 

(v) to track and verify information regard-
ing the end-users of firearms obtained in the 
United States and illegally trafficked to 
such covered countries; 

(vi) to combat all forms of cross-border 
smuggling of firearms from the United 
States, including via maritime vessels and 
aircraft; 

(vii) to engage with subnational govern-
ment officials in such covered countries to 
effectively implement and enforce agree-
ments relating to the trafficking of firearms 
that have been concluded between the United 
States Government and the national govern-
ment of the respective covered country; 

(viii) to identify the origin of trafficked 
firearms, including through the serial num-
bers of trafficked firearms, and sharing such 
information with relevant law enforcement 
agencies of— 

(I) the United States; 
(II) the respective covered country; and 
(III) any other country determined rel-

evant for purposes of such information shar-
ing; 

(ix) to implement— 
(I) the ‘‘U.S.-Mexico Bicentennial Frame-

work for Security, Public Heath, and Safe 
Communities’’; 

(II) any successor or subsequent bilateral 
agreements with Mexico; or 

(III) similar bilateral agreements with any 
other covered country on combating firearm 
trafficking, transnational organizations, or 
fentanyl; 

(x) to implement the recommendations 
made in— 

(I) the 2021 GAO report titled ‘‘Firearms 
Trafficking: U.S. Efforts to Disrupt Gun 
Smuggling into Mexico Would Benefit from 
Additional Data and Analysis’’; 

(II) the 2022 GAO report titled ‘‘Firearms 
Trafficking: More Information Needed to In-
form U.S. Efforts in Central America’’; and 

(III) the forthcoming GAO report that fo-
cuses on a similar topic for the Caribbean; 

(xi) to enhance cooperation among rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies to 
combat firearms trafficking and prosecute il-
legal firearm smugglers; 

(B) an assessment of the results of the ef-
forts described in subparagraph (A); and 

(C) an assessment of the impact that the 
March 2020 decision to transfer jurisdiction 
over the export of semiautomatic weapons, 
including assault-style rifles and sniper ri-
fles, from the Department of State to the De-
partment of Commerce has had on the num-

ber of and types of firearms manufactured in 
the United States being sent to covered 
countries; and 

(D) a description of how homicides, 
extrajudicial killings, and other gross viola-
tions of internationally recognized human 
rights committed in such covered countries 
using firearms exported from or obtained in 
the United States have been investigated. 

(b) INTERAGENCY STRATEGY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, in 

consultation with the Secretary of Com-
merce, taking into account the findings of 
the report required under subsection (a), 
shall jointly develop an interagency strategy 
for the disruption of the trafficking of fire-
arms exported from the United States to re-
cipients in covered countries. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy under para-
graph (1) shall include— 

(A) a plan for the United States to accom-
plish each of the objectives specified in sub-
section (a)(2)(A); 

(B) the identification of specific perform-
ance measures, targets (including the base-
lines for such targets), and timelines with re-
spect to such objectives; 

(C) an estimate of the resources and per-
sonnel necessary to carry out the strategy; 

(D) a plan for cooperation between the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Commerce, 
and the heads of any other Federal depart-
ments or agencies involved in anti-firearm 
trafficking efforts, including the Attorney 
General, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Director of the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives; and 

(E) a plan for coordination between the 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of Com-
merce, and such heads regarding efforts in 
countries designated as covered countries 
under section 5 to combat the trafficking of 
United States-sourced firearms— 

(i) from the United States to such des-
ignated countries; and 

(ii) from such designated countries to 
other countries in the surrounding region. 

(3) REQUIRED CONSIDERATIONS; CONSULTA-
TIONS.—In developing the strategy required 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of State 
shall— 

(A) consider how the strategy may support 
or otherwise align with broader efforts of the 
Secretary of State relating to security as-
sistance, anti-corruption, and the prevention 
of organized crime and drug and gang vio-
lence; 

(B) consider whether the placement in the 
Western Hemisphere of an export control of-
ficer of the Bureau of Industry and Security 
of the Department of Commerce, or other 
personnel of the Department of Commerce or 
the Department of State, would support the 
strategy; 

(C) consult with the appropriate congres-
sional committees; and 

(D) seek to consult with appropriate coun-
terparts from the government of each cov-
ered country. 

(4) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of State shall sub-
mit the strategy required under paragraph 
(1) to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees. 

(c) IMPROVED TRACKING OF TRAFFICKED 
FIREARMS.— 

(1) ASSESSMENT OF DATA AVAILABILITY.— 
Not later than 180 days after the date on 
which a country is designated (or deemed to 
be designated, as the case may be) as a cov-
ered country pursuant to section 1296, the 
Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and the 
heads of such other Federal departments or 
agencies as the Secretary of State may de-

termine relevant, shall conduct and submit 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives an 
assessment of the extent to which the law 
enforcement agencies of such covered coun-
try make available to the United States Gov-
ernment forensic information of trafficked 
firearms. 

(2) ADDRESSING GAPS IN DATA.—For the du-
ration of the period during which a country 
is designated as a covered country pursuant 
to section 1296, the Secretary of State shall— 

(A) seek to engage with the foreign coun-
terparts of the government of such covered 
country to improve the collection and shar-
ing of the forensic information of trafficked 
firearms confiscated by the law enforcement 
agencies of such covered country; and 

(B) promptly provide any such forensic in-
formation shared pursuant to subparagraph 
(A) to the relevant Federal, State, and local 
law enforcement agencies for purposes of use 
in criminal or civil investigations into viola-
tions of relevant United States Federal laws, 
including the Arms Export Control Act (22 
U.S.C. 2751 et seq.). 

(3) DEFINED TERM.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘forensic information’’, with respect to 
a trafficked firearm, includes— 

(A) the serial number of the firearm; and 
(B) any other information that may be 

used to identify the origin of the firearm or 
any person or organization involved in the 
trafficking of the firearm. 

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter, the Secretary or Secre-
taries concerned (in consultation with the 
heads of such other Federal departments or 
agencies as the Secretary or Secretaries con-
cerned may determine relevant) shall submit 
a report to the appropriate congressional 
committees that describes the export of cov-
ered munitions to covered countries. 

(2) MATTERS.—Each report under para-
graph (1) shall include, with respect to the 
year for which the report is submitted, 
disaggregated by country— 

(A) information regarding license applica-
tions approved or denied by the Department 
of State or the Department of Commerce, 
and previously issued licenses for the export 
of covered munitions to proposed recipients 
in covered countries that have been modified 
or revoked ; 

(B) information regarding how evolving 
country contexts, including with respect to 
developments in human rights, affected the 
approval of license applications for such ex-
ports; 

(C) the number of licenses issued for the 
export of covered munitions to proposed re-
cipients in covered countries; 

(D) the number of covered munitions ex-
ported to recipients in covered countries; 

(E) with respect to end-user checks for cov-
ered munitions exported to recipients in cov-
ered countries conducted pursuant to section 
38(g)(7) of the Arms Export Control Act (22 
U.S.C. 2778(g)(7)) (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘Blue Lantern’’ program), the moni-
toring program established under the second 
section 40A of the Arms Export Control Act 
(22 U.S.C. 2785) (as added by section 150(a) of 
Public Law 104–164), or any other applicable 
program of the Department of Commerce or 
the Department of State— 

(i) the number of such end-user checks re-
quested; 

(ii) the number of such end-user checks 
conducted; 

(iii) the type of such end-user checks con-
ducted; and 

(iv) the results of such end-user checks 
conducted; 
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(F) information on the extent to which the 

heads of the governments of covered coun-
tries shared with the Secretary or Secre-
taries concerned and the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies 
(such as the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives) data relating to 
the receipt and end-use of covered munitions 
exported from the United States, and the 
type of data so shared; and 

(G) for each covered country, a description 
of the United States funding and resources 
allocated for the purpose of disrupting traf-
ficking of covered munitions. 

(3) DEFINED TERM.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘Secretary or Secretaries concerned’’ 
means— 

(A) if a single Federal department or agen-
cy has jurisdiction over the export control of 
covered munitions, the head of such Federal 
department or agency; or 

(B) if multiple Federal departments or 
agencies have jurisdiction over the export 
control of covered munitions, the head of 
each such Federal department or agency. 
SEC. 1296. DESIGNATION OF COVERED COUN-

TRIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Bahamas, Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Ecua-
dor, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mex-
ico, Haiti, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago 
shall be designated by the Secretary of State 
as covered countries for purposes of this Act. 

(b) TERMINATION OF DESIGNATION.—The 
countries designated pursuant to subsection 
(a) shall continue to be so designated during 
the 5-year period beginning on the date of 
enactment of this Act, after which period the 
Secretary of State may terminate the des-
ignation with respect to any such country if, 
at least 180 days before such termination, 
the Secretary submits a notification of such 
termination to the appropriate congressional 
committees. 
SEC. 1297. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS RE-

LATING TO CERTAIN MUNITIONS EX-
PORTS. 

(a) INITIAL CERTIFICATION; PROHIBITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), no covered munition may be 
transferred to the government of a covered 
country, or any other organization, citizen, 
or resident of such covered country, until 
the Secretary of State submits to the appro-
priate congressional committees a certifi-
cation that the program required under sub-
section (c) has been established. 

(2) WAIVER.—During the 1-year period be-
ginning on the effective date described in 
subsection (d), the Secretary of State may 
waive the certification requirement under 
paragraph (1) with respect to the transfer of 
a covered munition to the government of a 
country described in paragraph (1) if the Sec-
retary— 

(A) certifies to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that such waiver is in the 
national security interest of the United 
States; and 

(B) includes a written justification with 
such certification. 

(b) REVIEW AND RECERTIFICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years 

after the date of the submission of the cer-
tification pursuant to subsection (a) for a 
covered country, and annually thereafter 
until such time as the designation of such 
country is terminated pursuant to section 
1296(b), the Secretary of State shall review, 
and submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a recertification of, such certifi-
cation. 

(2) PROHIBITION.—If the Secretary of State 
is unable to recertify a covered country as 
required under paragraph (1), no covered mu-
nition may be transferred to the government 
of the covered country, or any other organi-

zation, citizen, or resident of such covered 
country, until the date on which the Sec-
retary is able to so recertify. 

(c) PROGRAM.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of 

State shall establish and carry out a pro-
gram under which the Secretary shall pro-
hibit the retransfer of covered munitions 
transferred to covered countries without the 
consent of the United States and provide for 
the registration and end-use monitoring of 
such covered munitions in accordance with 
the requirements described in paragraph (2). 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) DETAILED RECORD.—The Secretary shall 

maintain a detailed record of the origin, 
shipping, and distribution of covered muni-
tions transferred to covered countries. 

(B) REGISTRATION.—The Secretary shall 
register the serial numbers of all covered 
munitions, which shall be provided to the 
governments of covered countries and other 
organizations, citizens, and residents within 
such covered countries. 

(C) END-USE MONITORING.—The Secretary 
shall carry out a program for the end-use 
monitoring of covered munitions transferred 
to the entities and individuals described in 
subparagraph (B). 

(3) REVIEW OF DATABASE.—In prohibiting 
the retransfer of covered munitions without 
the consent of the United States pursuant to 
the program established pursuant to para-
graph (1), the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Commerce, 
shall— 

(A) review the database of the Department 
of State that stores records relating to vet-
ting conducted pursuant to section 620M of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2378d) or section 362 of title 10, United States 
Code, known as the ‘‘International Vetting 
and Security Tracking-cloud system’’ or 
‘‘INVEST system’’ (or any successor data-
base), for any such records relating to the 
prospective recipients of such retransfer; and 

(B) ensure that such consent is not granted 
for any such prospective recipient who the 
Secretary of State determines, taking into 
account the review under subparagraph (A), 
is credibly implicated in a gross violation of 
internationally recognized human rights. 

(4) DATA STORAGE AND SHARING.—In car-
rying out the program established pursuant 
to paragraph (1), the Secretary of State 
shall— 

(A) ensure that any data received pursuant 
to such program is stored and maintained in 
a database of the Department of State; and 

(B) to the extent practicable, provide for 
the sharing of such data with the Secretary 
of Commerce and the heads of such other 
Federal departments or agencies as the Sec-
retary of State may determine relevant. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on the date that is 1 year after 
the date on which the Secretary of Com-
merce completes the transfer of the control 
over the export of previously covered items 
to the jurisdiction of the Department of 
State pursuant to section 1294(a). 
SEC. 1298. LIMITATION ON LICENSES AND OTHER 

AUTHORIZATIONS FOR EXPORT OF 
CERTAIN ITEMS REMOVED FROM 
THE COMMERCE CONTROL LIST AND 
INCLUDED ON THE UNITED STATES 
MUNITIONS LIST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
may not grant an export license or other au-
thorization for the export of a previously 
covered item unless, before granting such li-
cense or other authorization, the Secretary 
submits to the appropriate congressional 
committees a written certification with re-
spect to such proposed export license or 
other authorization containing— 

(1) the name of the person applying for the 
license or other authorization; 

(2) the name of the person who is the pro-
posed recipient of the export; 

(3) the name of the country or inter-
national organization to which the export 
will be made; 

(4) a description of the items proposed to 
be exported; and 

(5) the value of the items proposed to be 
exported. 

(b) FORM.—Each certification required 
under subsection (a) shall be submitted in 
unclassified form, except that information 
regarding the dollar value and number of 
items proposed to be exported may be re-
stricted from public disclosure if such disclo-
sure would be detrimental to the security of 
the United States. 

(c) DEADLINES.—Each certification re-
quired under subsection (a) shall be sub-
mitted— 

(1) not later than 15 days before a proposed 
export license or other authorization is 
granted in the case of a transfer of items to 
a country which is a member of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization or Australia, 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, Israel, or New 
Zealand, and 

(2) not later than 30 days before a proposed 
export license or other authorization is 
granted in the case of a transfer of items to 
any other country. 

(d) CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION OF DIS-
APPROVAL.—A proposed export license or 
other authorization described in subsection 
(c)(1) shall become effective after the end of 
the 15-day period described in such sub-
section, and a proposed export license or 
other authorization described in subsection 
(c)(2) shall become effective after the end of 
the 30-day period specified in such subsection 
if Congress does not enact, within the appli-
cable time period, a joint resolution prohib-
iting the export of the covered item for 
which the export license or other authoriza-
tion was proposed. 

SA 3161. Mr. SCOTT of Florida sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2073, to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to 
require agencies to include a list of 
outdated or duplicative reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifica-
tions, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. ISSUANCE OF RULES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM.—The 

term ‘‘artificial intelligence system’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 7223 of the 
Advancing American AI Act (40 U.S.C. 11301 
note). 

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual’’ means an individual who is 
younger than 18 years of age. 

(3) PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘product’’ includes 
a program, service, application, or other 
product. 

(4) USER.—The term ‘‘user’’ means an indi-
vidual who is a user or customer with re-
spect to a product offered or operated by an 
entity. 

(b) ISSUANCE OF RULES.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Federal Communications Commission, in 
consultation with the Federal Trade Com-
mission, shall issue rules that provide that, 
with respect to any product offered or oper-
ated by an entity— 

(1) the entity may not offer to a user of the 
product who is a covered individual any arti-
ficial intelligence system, including an arti-
ficial intelligence system chat feature, as 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5483 July 24, 2024 
part of the product unless a parent or guard-
ian of that covered individual affirmatively 
grants consent to accept that artificial intel-
ligence system on behalf of that covered in-
dividual; 

(2) after granting consent under paragraph 
(1), a parent or guardian of the applicable 
covered individual may revoke that consent 
at any time; and 

(3) with respect to the revocation of con-
sent under paragraph (2), the entity may not 
charge the parent or guardian revoking con-
sent a fee for the removal by the entity of 
the applicable artificial intelligence system. 

(c) VIOLATIONS.—A violation of a rule 
issued under subsection (b) shall be consid-
ered to be a violation of the Communications 
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.) or a rule 
issued under that Act. 

SA 3162. Mr. LANKFORD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At end of subtitle B of title III, add the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 318. MODIFICATIONS TO SALE OF ROYAL-

TIES FOR ENERGY RESILIENCE PUR-
POSES. 

Section 36 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 
U.S.C. 192) is amended by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘: Provided, how-
ever, At the request of the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of the Interior shall sell 
royalties derived only from lands managed 
by the Department of Defense for the 
McAlester Army Ammunition Plant in 
McAlester, Oklahoma, at or below market 
price to the Department of Defense for use 
only at the McAlester Army Ammunition 
Plant and only for energy resilience pur-
poses, and only to the extent that such roy-
alties do not exceed the natural gas needs of 
the installation: And provided further, That 
the Secretary of Defense may not store or 
sale any royalties received in excess of such 
needs.’’. 

SA 3163. Mr. LANKFORD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At end of subtitle B of title III, add the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 318. MODIFICATIONS TO SALE OF ROYAL-

TIES FOR ENERGY RESILIENCE PUR-
POSES. 

Section 36 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 
U.S.C. 192) is amended by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘: Provided, how-
ever, At the request of the Secretary of De-
fense, only for the purposes of a Department 
of Defense energy resilience pilot program 
not to exceed one year in duration, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall sell royalties de-
rived only from lands managed by the De-
partment of Defense for the McAlester Army 
Ammunition Plant in McAlester, Oklahoma, 
at or below market price to the Department 
of Defense for use only at the McAlester 
Army Ammunition Plant and only for en-

ergy resilience purposes, and only to the ex-
tent that such royalties do not exceed the 
natural gas needs of the installation: And 
provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense may not store or sale any royalties re-
ceived in excess of such needs.’’. 

SA 3164. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XV, add the following: 
Subtitle E—SAFE Orbit Act 

SEC. 1549. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Situa-

tional Awareness of Flying Elements in 
Orbit Act’’ or the ‘‘SAFE Orbit Act’’. 
SEC. 1550. SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS AND 

SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-

merce shall facilitate safe operations in 
space and encourage the development of 
commercial space capabilities by acquiring 
and disseminating unclassified data, ana-
lytics, information, and services on space ac-
tivities. 

(b) IMMUNITY.—The United States, any 
agencies and instrumentalities thereof, and 
any individuals, firms, corporations, and 
other persons acting for the United States, 
including nongovernmental entities, shall be 
immune from any suit in any court for any 
cause of action arising from the provision or 
receipt of space situational awareness serv-
ices or information, whether or not provided 
in accordance with this section, or any re-
lated action or omission. 

(c) ACQUISITION OF DATA.—The Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Space Commerce 
(established under section 50702(b) of title 51, 
United States Code, as amended by section 
1551) is authorized to acquire— 

(1) data, analytics, information, and serv-
ices, including with respect to— 

(A) location tracking data; 
(B) positional and orbit determination in-

formation; and 
(C) conjunction data messages; and 
(2) such other data, analytics, information, 

and services as the Secretary of Commerce 
determines necessary to avoid collisions of 
space objects. 

(d) DATABASE ON SATELLITE LOCATION AND 
BEHAVIOR.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce for Space Commerce shall pro-
vide access for the public, at no charge, a 
fully updated, unclassified database of infor-
mation concerning space objects and behav-
ior that is maintained separately from the 
space object catalog maintained by the Sec-
retary of Defense pursuant to the authority 
provided in section 2274 of title 10, United 
States Code, to maintain a catalog of space 
objects in furtherance of the national secu-
rity interests of the United States. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The database under para-
graph (1) shall include— 

(A) the data and information acquired 
under subsection (c), except to the extent 
that such data or information is classified or 
a trade secret (as defined in section 1839 of 
title 18, United States Code); and 

(B) the provision of basic space situational 
awareness services and space traffic coordi-
nation based on the data referred to in sub-
paragraph (A), including basic analytics, 
tracking calculations, and conjunction data 
messages. 

(e) BASIC SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 
SERVICES.—The Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Space Commerce— 

(1) shall provide to satellite operators, at 
no charge, basic space situational awareness 
services, including the data, analytics, infor-
mation, and services described in subsection 
(c); 

(2) in carrying out paragraph (1), may not 
compete with private sector space situa-
tional awareness products, to the maximum 
extent practicable; and 

(3) not less frequently than every 3 years, 
shall review the basic space situational 
awareness services described in paragraph (1) 
to ensure that such services provided by the 
Federal Government do not compete with 
space situational awareness services offered 
by the private sector. 

(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR DATA ACQUISITION 
AND DISSEMINATION.—In acquiring data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
section (c) and disseminating data, ana-
lytics, information, and services under sub-
sections (d) and (e), the Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce for Space Commerce shall— 

(1) leverage commercial capabilities to the 
maximum extent practicable; 

(2) prioritize the acquisition of data, ana-
lytics, information, and services from com-
mercial industry located in or licensed in the 
United States to supplement data collected 
by United States Government agencies, in-
cluding the Department of Defense and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion; 

(3) appropriately protect proprietary data, 
information, and systems of firms located in 
the United States, including by using appro-
priate infrastructure and cybersecurity 
measures, including measures set forth in 
the most recent version of the Cybersecurity 
Framework, or successor document, main-
tained by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology; 

(4) facilitate the development of standard-
ization and consistency in data reporting, in 
collaboration with satellite owners and oper-
ators, commercial space situational aware-
ness data and service providers, the aca-
demic community, nonprofit organizations, 
and the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology; and 

(5) encourage foreign governments to par-
ticipate in unclassified data sharing arrange-
ments for space situational awareness and 
space traffic coordination. 

(g) OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY.—In 
carrying out the activities required by this 
section, the Secretary of Commerce shall 
enter into such contracts, leases, cooperative 
agreements, or other transactions as may be 
necessary. 
SEC. 1551. OFFICE OF SPACE COMMERCE. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 50701 of title 51, 

United States Code, is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘§ 50701. Definitions 

‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘As-

sistant Secretary’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Space Commerce. 

‘‘(2) BUREAU.—The term ‘Bureau’ means 
the Bureau of Space Commerce established 
under section 50702. 

‘‘(3) ORBITAL DEBRIS.—The term ‘orbital de-
bris’— 

‘‘(A) means— 
‘‘(i) any human-made space object orbiting 

Earth that— 
‘‘(I) no longer serves an intended purpose; 
‘‘(II) has reached the end of its mission; or 
‘‘(III) is incapable of safe maneuver or op-

eration; and 
‘‘(ii) a rocket body and other hardware left 

in orbit as a result of normal launch and 
operational activities; and 
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‘‘(B) includes fragmentation debris pro-

duced by failure or collision of human-made 
space objects. 

‘‘(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Commerce. 

‘‘(5) SPACE OBJECT.—The term ‘space ob-
ject’ means any object launched into space 
or created in space robotically or by humans, 
including the component parts of such an ob-
ject. 

‘‘(6) SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The 
term ‘space situational awareness’ means— 

‘‘(A) the identification, characterization, 
tracking, and the predicted movement and 
behavior of space objects and orbital debris; 
and 

‘‘(B) the understanding of the space oper-
ational environment. 

‘‘(7) SPACE TRAFFIC COORDINATION.—The 
term ‘space traffic coordination’ means the 
planning, assessment, and coordination of 
activities to enhance the safety, stability, 
and sustainability of operations in the space 
environment.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 507 of title 51, United 
States Code, is amended by striking the item 
relating to section 50701 and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘50701. Definitions.’’. 
(b) TRANSITION OF OFFICE TO BUREAU.—Sub-

section (a) of section 50702 of title 51, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting before 
the period at the end the following: ‘‘, which, 
not later than 5 years after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, shall be elevated by 
the Secretary of Commerce from an office 
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration to a bureau reporting 
directly to the Office of the Secretary of 
Commerce’’. 

(c) ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS OF BUREAU.— 
Subsection (c) of such section is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) to perform space situational awareness 

and space traffic management duties pursu-
ant to the SAFE Orbit Act.’’. 

(d) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
FOR SPACE COMMERCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of such sec-
tion is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The Bureau 
shall be headed by the Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Space Commerce, who shall— 

‘‘(1) be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate; 

‘‘(2) report directly to the Secretary of 
Commerce; and 

‘‘(3) have a rate of pay that is equal to the 
rate payable for level IV of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 50702(d) of title 51, United 

States Code, is amended— 
(i) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘DIRECTOR’’ and inserting ‘‘ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY’’; and 

(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘Director’’ and inserting ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’’. 

(B) Section 5315 of title 5, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Assistant Sec-
retaries of Commerce (11)’’ and inserting 
‘‘Assistant Secretaries of Commerce (12)’’. 

(3) REFERENCES.—On and after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, any reference in 
any law or regulation to the Director of the 
Office of Space Commerce shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Space Commerce. 

(e) TRANSITION REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Commerce shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
that sets forth transition and continuity of 
operations plans for the functional and ad-
ministrative transfer of the Office of Space 
Commerce from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration to a bureau re-
porting to the Office of the Secretary of 
Commerce. 

(2) GOAL.—The goal of transition and con-
tinuity of operations planning shall be to 
minimize the cost and administrative burden 
of establishing the Bureau of Space Com-
merce while maximizing the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the functions and respon-
sibilities of the Bureau of Space Commerce, 
in accordance with this section and the 
amendments made by this section. 

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives. 

SA 3165. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself 
and Mr. KAINE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 
Subtitle G—Coordinating AUKUS 

Engagement With Japan 
SEC. 1291. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, and the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Armed Services of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) AUKUS OFFICIAL.—The term ‘‘AUKUS 
official’’ means a government official with 
responsibilities related to the implementa-
tion of the AUKUS partnership. 

(3) AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.—The term 
‘‘AUKUS partnership’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 1321 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal 
Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 10401). 

(4) COMMERCE CONTROL LIST.—The term 
‘‘Commerce Control List’’ means the list 
maintained pursuant to part 774 of title 15, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or successor 
regulations). 

(5) STATE AUKUS COORDINATOR.—The term 
‘‘State AUKUS Coordinator’’ means the sen-
ior advisor at the Department of State des-
ignated under section 1331(a)(1) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 10411(a)(1)). 

(6) DEFENSE AUKUS COORDINATOR.—The 
term ‘‘Defense AUKUS Coordinator’’ means 
the senior civilian official of the Department 
of Defense designated under section 1332(a) of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 10412(a)). 

(7) PILLAR TWO.—The term ‘‘Pillar Two’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 

1321(2)(B) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act of Fiscal Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 
10401(2)(B)). 

(8) UNITED STATES MUNITIONS LIST.—The 
term ‘‘United States Munitions List’’ means 
the list set forth in part 121 of title 22, Code 
of Federal Regulations (or successor regula-
tions). 
SEC. 1292. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States should continue to 

strengthen relationships and cooperation 
with allies in order to effectively counter the 
People’s Republic of China; 

(2) the United States should capitalize on 
the technological advancements allies have 
made in order to deliver more advanced ca-
pabilities at speed and at scale to the United 
States military and the militaries of partner 
countries; 

(3) the historic announcement of the 
AUKUS partnership laid out a vision for fu-
ture defense cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 
among Australia, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States; 

(4) Pillar Two of the AUKUS partnership 
envisions cooperation on advanced tech-
nologies, including hypersonic capabilities, 
electronic warfare capabilities, cyber capa-
bilities, quantum technologies, undersea ca-
pabilities, and space capabilities; 

(5) trusted partners of the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and Australia, such as 
Japan, could benefit from and offer signifi-
cant contributions to a range of projects re-
lated to Pillar Two of the AUKUS partner-
ship; 

(6) Japan is a treaty ally of the United 
States and a technologically advanced coun-
try with the world’s third-largest economy; 

(7) in 2022, Australia signed a Reciprocal 
Access Agreement with Japan to facilitate 
reciprocal access and cooperation between 
the Self-Defense Forces of Japan and the 
Australian Defence Force; 

(8) in 2023, the United Kingdom signed a 
Reciprocal Access Agreement with Japan to 
facilitate reciprocal access and cooperation 
between the Self-Defense Forces of Japan 
and the Armed Forces of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; 

(9) in 2014, Japan relaxed its post-war con-
straints on the export of non-lethal defense 
equipment, and in March 2024, Japan further 
refined that policy to allow for the export of 
weapons to countries with which it has an 
agreement in place on defense equipment 
and technology transfers; 

(10) in 2013, Japan passed a secrecy law ob-
ligating government officials to protect dip-
lomatic and defense information, and in Feb-
ruary 2024, the Cabinet approved a bill cre-
ating a new security clearance system cov-
ering economic secrets; and 

(11) in April 2024, the United States, Aus-
tralia, and the United Kingdom announced 
they would consider cooperating with Japan 
on advanced capability projects under Pillar 
Two of the AUKUS partnership. 
SEC. 1293. ENGAGEMENT WITH JAPAN ON AUKUS 

PILLAR TWO COOPERATION. 
(a) ENGAGEMENT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the State AUKUS Coordinator, the Defense 
AUKUS Coordinator, and the designee of the 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Industry 
and Security shall jointly engage directly, at 
a technical level, with the relevant stake-
holders in the Government of Japan— 

(A) to better understand the export control 
system of Japan and the effects of the re-
forms the Government of Japan has made to 
that system since 2014; 

(B) to determine overlapping areas of in-
terest and the potential for cooperation with 
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the 
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United States on projects related to the 
AUKUS partnership and other projects; 

(C) to identify areas in which the Govern-
ment of Japan might need to adjust the ex-
port control system of Japan in order to 
guard against export control violations or 
other related issues in order to be a success-
ful potential partner in Pillar Two of the 
AUKUS partnership; and 

(D) to assess the Government of Japan’s 
implementation and enforcement of export 
controls on sensitive technologies with re-
spect to the People’s Republic of China, in-
cluding the implementation of export con-
trols on semiconductor manufacturing 
equipment. 

(2) CONSULTATION WITH AUKUS OFFICIALS.— 
In carrying out the engagement required by 
paragraph (1), the State AUKUS Coordi-
nator, the Defense AUKUS Coordinator, and 
the designee of the Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Industry and Security shall con-
sult with relevant AUKUS officials from the 
United Kingdom and Australia. 

(b) BRIEFING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 
30 days after the date of the engagement re-
quired by subsection (a), the State AUKUS 
Coordinator, the Defense AUKUS Coordi-
nator, and the designee of the Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Industry and Secu-
rity shall jointly brief the appropriate con-
gressional committees on the following: 

(1) The findings of that engagement. 
(2) A strategy for follow-on engagement. 

SEC. 1294. ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL FOR CO-
OPERATION WITH JAPAN ON AUKUS 
PILLAR TWO. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State, with the concurrence of the Secretary 
of Defense and the Secretary of Commerce, 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report assessing the po-
tential for cooperation with Japan on Pillar 
Two of the AUKUS partnership, detailing the 
following: 

(1) Projects the Government of Japan is en-
gaged in related to the development of ad-
vanced defense capabilities under Pillar Two 
of the AUKUS partnership. 

(2) Areas of potential cooperation with 
Japan on advanced defense capabilities with-
in and outside the scope of Pillar Two of the 
AUKUS partnership. 

(3) The Secretaries’ assessment of the cur-
rent export control system of Japan, includ-
ing— 

(A) the procedures under that system for 
protecting classified and sensitive defense, 
diplomatic, and economic information; 

(B) the effectiveness of that system in pro-
tecting such information; and 

(C) such other matters as the Secretaries 
consider appropriate. 

(4) Any reforms by Japan that the Sec-
retary of State considers necessary before 
considering including Japan in the privileges 
provided under Pillar Two of the AUKUS 
partnership. 

(5) Any recommendations regarding the 
scope and conditions of potential coopera-
tion with Japan under Pillar Two of the 
AUKUS partnership. 

(6) A strategy and forum for commu-
nicating the potential benefits of and re-
quirements for engaging in projects related 
to Pillar Two of the AUKUS partnership 
with the Government of Japan. 

(7) Any views provided by AUKUS officials 
from the United Kingdom and Australia on 
issues relevant to the report, and a plan for 
cooperation with such officials on future en-
gagement with the Government of Japan re-
lated to Pillar Two of the AUKUS partner-
ship. 

SA 3166. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself 
and Mr. KAINE) submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4638, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title XII, add the following: 

Subtitle G—Coordinating AUKUS 
Engagement With Japan 

SEC. 1291. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Armed Services of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Armed Services of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) AUKUS OFFICIAL.—The term ‘‘AUKUS 
official’’ means a government official with 
responsibilities related to the implementa-
tion of the AUKUS partnership. 

(3) AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.—The term 
‘‘AUKUS partnership’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 1321 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal 
Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 10401). 

(4) STATE AUKUS COORDINATOR.—The term 
‘‘State AUKUS Coordinator’’ means the sen-
ior advisor at the Department of State des-
ignated under section 1331(a)(1) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 10411(a)(1)). 

(5) DEFENSE AUKUS COORDINATOR.—The 
term ‘‘Defense AUKUS Coordinator’’ means 
the senior civilian official of the Department 
of Defense designated under section 1332(a) of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 10412(a)). 

(6) PILLAR TWO.—The term ‘‘Pillar Two’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1321(2)(B) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act of Fiscal Year 2024 (22 U.S.C. 
10401(2)(B)). 

(7) UNITED STATES MUNITIONS LIST.—The 
term ‘‘United States Munitions List’’ means 
the list set forth in part 121 of title 22, Code 
of Federal Regulations (or successor regula-
tions). 

SEC. 1292. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States should continue to 

strengthen relationships and cooperation 
with allies in order to effectively counter the 
People’s Republic of China; 

(2) the United States should capitalize on 
the technological advancements allies have 
made in order to deliver more advanced ca-
pabilities at speed and at scale to the United 
States military and the militaries of partner 
countries; 

(3) the historic announcement of the 
AUKUS partnership laid out a vision for fu-
ture defense cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 
among Australia, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States; 

(4) Pillar Two of the AUKUS partnership 
envisions cooperation on advanced tech-
nologies, including hypersonic capabilities, 
electronic warfare capabilities, cyber capa-
bilities, quantum technologies, undersea ca-
pabilities, and space capabilities; 

(5) trusted partners of the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and Australia, such as 
Japan, could benefit from and offer signifi-
cant contributions to a range of projects re-
lated to Pillar Two of the AUKUS partner-
ship; 

(6) Japan is a treaty ally of the United 
States and a technologically advanced coun-
try with the world’s third-largest economy; 

(7) in 2022, Australia signed a Reciprocal 
Access Agreement with Japan to facilitate 
reciprocal access and cooperation between 
the Self-Defense Forces of Japan and the 
Australian Defence Force; 

(8) in 2023, the United Kingdom signed a 
Reciprocal Access Agreement with Japan to 
facilitate reciprocal access and cooperation 
between the Self-Defense Forces of Japan 
and the Armed Forces of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; 

(9) in 2014, Japan relaxed its post-war con-
straints on the export of non-lethal defense 
equipment, and in March 2024, Japan further 
refined that policy to allow for the export of 
weapons to countries with which it has an 
agreement in place on defense equipment 
and technology transfers; 

(10) in 2013, Japan passed a secrecy law ob-
ligating government officials to protect dip-
lomatic and defense information, and in Feb-
ruary 2024, the Cabinet approved a bill cre-
ating a new security clearance system cov-
ering economic secrets; and 

(11) in April 2024, the United States, Aus-
tralia, and the United Kingdom announced 
they would consider cooperating with Japan 
on advanced capability projects under Pillar 
Two of the AUKUS partnership. 
SEC. 1293. ENGAGEMENT WITH JAPAN ON AUKUS 

PILLAR TWO COOPERATION. 
(a) ENGAGEMENT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the State AUKUS Coordinator and the De-
fense AUKUS Coordinator shall jointly en-
gage directly, at a technical level, with the 
relevant stakeholders in the Government of 
Japan— 

(A) to better understand the export control 
system of Japan and the effects of the re-
forms the Government of Japan has made to 
that system since 2014; 

(B) to determine overlapping areas of in-
terest and the potential for cooperation with 
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States on projects related to the 
AUKUS partnership and other projects; and 

(C) to identify areas in which the Govern-
ment of Japan might need to adjust the ex-
port control system of Japan in order to 
guard against export control violations or 
other related issues in order to be a success-
ful potential partner in Pillar Two of the 
AUKUS partnership. 

(2) CONSULTATION WITH AUKUS OFFICIALS.— 
In carrying out the engagement required by 
paragraph (1), the State AUKUS Coordinator 
and the Defense AUKUS Coordinator shall 
consult with relevant AUKUS officials from 
the United Kingdom and Australia. 

(b) BRIEFING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 
30 days after the date of the engagement re-
quired by subsection (a), the State AUKUS 
Coordinator and the Defense AUKUS Coordi-
nator shall jointly brief the appropriate con-
gressional committees on the following: 

(1) The findings of that engagement. 
(2) A strategy for follow-on engagement. 

SEC. 1294. ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL FOR CO-
OPERATION WITH JAPAN ON AUKUS 
PILLAR TWO. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State, with the concurrence of the Secretary 
of Defense, shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report assessing 
the potential for cooperation with Japan on 
Pillar Two of the AUKUS partnership, de-
tailing the following: 

(1) Projects the Government of Japan is en-
gaged in related to the development of ad-
vanced defense capabilities under Pillar Two 
of the AUKUS partnership. 
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(2) Areas of potential cooperation with 

Japan on advanced defense capabilities with-
in and outside the scope of Pillar Two of the 
AUKUS partnership. 

(3) The Secretaries’ assessment of the cur-
rent export control system of Japan, includ-
ing— 

(A) the procedures under that system for 
protecting classified and sensitive defense, 
diplomatic, and economic information; 

(B) the effectiveness of that system in pro-
tecting such information; and 

(C) such other matters as the Secretaries 
consider appropriate. 

(4) Any reforms by Japan that the Sec-
retary of State considers necessary before 
considering including Japan in the privileges 
provided under Pillar Two of the AUKUS 
partnership. 

(5) Any recommendations regarding the 
scope and conditions of potential coopera-
tion with Japan under Pillar Two of the 
AUKUS partnership. 

(6) A strategy and forum for commu-
nicating the potential benefits of and re-
quirements for engaging in projects related 
to Pillar Two of the AUKUS partnership 
with the Government of Japan. 

(7) Any views provided by AUKUS officials 
from the United Kingdom and Australia on 
issues relevant to the report, and a plan for 
cooperation with such officials on future en-
gagement with the Government of Japan re-
lated to Pillar Two of the AUKUS partner-
ship. 

SA 3167. Mr. PADILLA submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1095. LAND TO BE TAKEN INTO TRUST FOR 

THE JAMUL INDIAN VILLAGE OF 
CALIFORNIA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The approximately 167.23 
acres of land owned in fee by the Jamul In-
dian Village of California located in San 
Diego, California, and described in sub-
section (b) are hereby taken into trust by 
the United States for the benefit of the 
Jamul Indian Village of California. 

(b) LAND DESCRIPTIONS.—The land referred 
to in subsection (a) is the following: 

(1) PARCEL 1.—The parcels of land totaling 
approximately 161.23 acres, located in San 
Diego County, California, that are held in fee 
by the Jamul Indian Village of California, as 
legally described in Document No. 2022– 
0010260 in the Official Records of the Office of 
the Recorder, San Diego County, California, 
and recorded January 7, 2022. 

(2) PARCEL 2.—The parcel of land totaling 
approximately 6 acres, located in San Diego 
County, California, that is held in fee by the 
Jamul Indian Village of California, as legally 
described in Document No. 2021–0540770 in the 
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded July 29, 2021. 

(c) REAFFIRMATION OF CERTAIN LAND HELD 
IN TRUST.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Congress reaffirms the ap-
proximately 4.87 acres of land located in San 
Diego, California, and described in paragraph 
(2) that was taken into trust by the United 
States for the benefit of the Jamul Indian 
Village of California on July 19, 2024. 

(2) LAND DESCRIPTIONS.—The land referred 
to in paragraph (1) is the following: 

(A) PARCEL 3.—The parcel of land totaling 
approximately 4.03 acres, located in San 
Diego County, California, that is held in fee 
by the Jamul Indian Village of California, as 
legally described in Document No. 1998– 
0020339 in the Official Records of the Office of 
the Recorder, San Diego County, California, 
and recorded January 15, 1998. 

(B) PARCEL 4.—The parcel of land com-
prised of approximately 0.84 acres, located in 
San Diego County, California, that is held in 
fee by the Jamul Indian Village of Cali-
fornia, as legally described in Document No. 
2017–0410384 in the Official Records of the Of-
fice of the Recorder, San Diego County, Cali-
fornia, and recorded September 7, 2017. 

(d) FUTURE TRUST LAND.—On acquisition 
by the Jamul Indian Village of California of 
the land depicted as ‘‘Proposed 1.1. acres’’ on 
the map of the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife entitled ‘‘Amended Acres 
Proposal’’ and dated May 2023, that land 
shall be taken into trust by the United 
States for the benefit of the Jamul Indian 
Village of California. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION.—Land taken into 
trust under subsections (a) and (d) shall be— 

(1) part of the reservation of the Jamul In-
dian Village of California; and 

(2) administered in accordance with the 
laws and regulations generally applicable to 
property held in trust by the United States 
for the benefit of an Indian Tribe. 

(f) GAMING PROHIBITED.—Land described in 
subsections (b), (c)(2), and (d) shall not be 
used for any class II gaming or class III gam-
ing under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) (as those terms are de-
fined in section 4 of that Act (25 U.S.C. 2703)). 

SA 3168. Mr. ROMNEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1291. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO FOREIGN ADVERSARY 
MARITIME MILITIA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—On and after the date 
that is 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the President may impose 
the sanctions described in subsection (d) 
with respect to any foreign adversary entity 
that the President determines— 

(1) has materially contributed to, engaged 
in, or provided significant direct or indirect 
support for— 

(A) the maritime militia of a foreign ad-
versary; 

(B) the provision of logistical support to 
such a militia, including provision of at-sea 
or at-port refueling or any other on-shore 
services, such as repair and servicing; 

(C) the construction of vessels used by such 
a militia; 

(D) the direction or control of such a mili-
tia, including directing activities that in-
hibit or coerce another country from pro-
tecting its sovereign rights or access to ves-
sels or territory under its control; or 

(E) other activities that may support, sus-
tain, or enable the activities of such a mili-
tia; or 

(2) has materially assisted, sponsored, or 
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services to, 
or in support of, any person subject to sanc-
tions pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-

TIES.—Sanctions under this section shall not 
apply to any activity subject to the report-
ing requirements under title V of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et 
seq.) or any authorized intelligence activi-
ties of the United States. 

(2) EXCEPTION FOR COMPLIANCE WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions under this section 
shall not apply with respect to an alien if ad-
mitting or paroling the alien into the United 
States is necessary— 

(A) to permit the United States to comply 
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success on June 26, 1947, and entered 
into force November 21, 1947, between the 
United Nations and the United States, or 
other applicable international obligations of 
the United States; or 

(B) to carry out or assist law enforcement 
activity of the United States. 

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authority to impose 
sanctions under this section shall not in-
clude the authority to impose sanctions on 
the importation of goods. 

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or 
manmade substance, material, supply, or 
manufactured product, including inspection 
and test equipment and excluding technical 
data. 

(c) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of sanctions under this section 
with respect to a foreign adversary entity if 
the President determines and reports to Con-
gress that such a waiver is in the national 
interests of the United States. 

(d) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
described in this subsection are, notwith-
standing section 202 of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701), the exercise of the authorities provided 
to the President under that Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) to the extent necessary to block 
and prohibit all transactions in property and 
interests in property of a foreign adversary 
entity subject to subsection (a) if such prop-
erty or interests in property are in the 
United States, come within the United 
States, or are or come within the possession 
or control of a United States person. 

(e) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 

exercise the authorities provided to the 
President under sections 203 and 205 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to the extent 
necessary to carry out this section. 

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or 
causes a violation of subsection (d) or any 
regulation, license, or order issued to carry 
out that subsection shall be subject to the 
penalties set forth in subsections (b) and (c) 
of section 206 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) 
to the same extent as a person that commits 
an unlawful act described in subsection (a) of 
that section. 

(f) ENGAGEMENT WITH ALLIES AND PART-
NERS WITH RESPECT TO MARITIME MILITIA OF 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of State should 
submit to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the efforts of the United 
States to engage with foreign allies and part-
ners with territorial or security interests in 
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the South China Sea, East China Sea, Phil-
ippine Sea, and other maritime areas of in-
terest to coordinate efforts to counter ma-
lign activities of the maritime militia of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FOREIGN ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘for-

eign adversary’’ means a country specified in 
section 7.4(a) of title 15, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations. 

(2) FOREIGN ADVERSARY ENTITY.—The term 
‘‘foreign adversary entity’’ means an entity 
organized under the laws of or otherwise sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of a foreign adver-
sary. 

(3) MARITIME MILITIA.—The term ‘‘mari-
time militia’’ means an organized civilian 
force that— 

(A) operates primarily in maritime do-
mains, including coastal waters, exclusive 
economic zones, and international waters, 
and may use a variety of vessels, including 
fishing boats, trawlers, and other commer-
cial vessels; 

(B) is acting under the authority of, or is 
funded by, the government of a country; or 

(C) is equipped and trained for the purpose 
of supporting and advancing the geopolitical 
or strategic objectives of that government, 
including asserting territorial claims, safe-
guarding maritime interests of that country, 
and conducting activities such as surveil-
lance, reconnaissance, intelligence gath-
ering, and logistical support, and may en-
gage in coordinated activities with naval and 
other military forces of that country. 

(4) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an 
individual or entity. 

(5) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to 
the United States; 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States, including a foreign branch 
of such an entity; or 

(C) any person located in the United 
States. 

SA 3169. Mr. MURPHY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4638, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1216. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT CENTER. 

(a) FUNDING AVAILABILITY AND LIMITA-
TIONS.—Paragraph (2) of subsection (f) of sec-
tion 1287 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(2) FUNDING AVAILABILITY AND LIMITA-
TIONS.— 

‘‘(A) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary of 
State shall only provide funds under para-
graph (1) to an entity described in that para-
graph if the Secretary certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that the en-
tity receiving such funds— 

‘‘(i) has been selected in accordance with 
relevant existing regulations; 

‘‘(ii) has the capability and experience nec-
essary to fulfill the purposes described in 
that paragraph; 

‘‘(iii) is nonpartisan; and 

‘‘(iv) is compatible with United States na-
tional security and foreign policy interests 
and objectives. 

‘‘(B) PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITY.—The 
Secretary of State shall not knowingly pro-
vide funds under this subsection to any enti-
ty engaged in unlawful partisan political ac-
tivity within the United States, including by 
carrying out activities that— 

‘‘(i) are directed toward the success or fail-
ure of a political party, a candidate for par-
tisan political office, or a partisan political 
group; or 

‘‘(ii) result in unlawful partisan censorship 
of speech protected under the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States.’’. 

(b) EXTENSION.—Subsection (j) of such sec-
tion is amended by striking ‘‘on the date 
that is 8 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘on Sep-
tember 30, 2034’’. 

(c) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this 
section, an amendment made by this section, 
or the application of such provision or 
amendment to any person or circumstance is 
held to be unconstitutional, the remainder of 
this section and the amendments made by 
this section, and the application of the provi-
sion or amendment to any other person or 
circumstance, shall not be affected. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 
have one request for committee to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. It has the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, July 24, 2024 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a business meet-
ing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Aaron Moss 
and Allison Carter, fellows in my of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for the 
remainder of the Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BRITT. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Pippa Mill-
stone, an intern in my office, be grant-
ed floor privileges until August 2, 2024. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that privileges 
of the floor be granted to the following 
interns in my office: Paul Baier and 
Harper Katz during the pendency of the 
month of July. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing interns in my office be granted 
floor privileges until July 26, 2024: 

Esme Vroom, Preston Kotik, Turner 
Vaughn, and Caitlyn Haggstrom. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that privi-
leges of the floor be granted to my sec-
ond session summer interns: Maddie 
McGowan, Mason Oney, Zayden 
Schijvens, Ben Lassey, Ellen Kennedy, 
Grayson McGuire, Kara Johnson, Mar-
iana Low, Dylan Thompson, Kelsey 
Kimmel; and my Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs intern Nyche Andrew for 
the month of July 2024 in the 118th 
Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions: S. Res. 769, Youth Mental 
Health; and S. Res. 770, Disability 
Pride Month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to, 
the preambles be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table all en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 25, 
2024 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, July 25; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; that following the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate resume 
consideration of the House Message to 
accompany S. 2073 and, notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture motion 
with respect to the House Message 
ripen at 2:15 p.m., and the mandatory 
quorum call be waived; further, at 11:30 
a.m., the Senate proceed to executive 
session and vote on confirmation of the 
Way nomination pursuant to the order 
of July 23, 2024; that if the nomination 
is confirmed, the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action; that 
upon disposition of the nomination, the 
Senate resume legislative session. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 

TOMORROW 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:42 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
July 25, 2024, at 10 a.m. 
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