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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 9, 2024. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable GLENN 
THOMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE EPIDEMIC 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. NICKEL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in devastation and anger fol-
lowing the shooting at Apalachee High 
School, the deadliest outbreak of 
school violence in Georgia’s history. 

As a father, I am heartbroken. As a 
Congressman, I am beyond frustrated 
that our work to improve school safety 
can’t keep pace with the gun violence 
epidemic that is plaguing our country. 

The time for thoughts and prayers is 
over. It is time for action. Our kids de-
serve much more from the United 
States Congress. 

Guns are the leading cause of death 
for children in this country. This isn’t 
normal, and it shouldn’t be. Our stu-
dents, families, and communities de-
serve to feel safe from gun violence. 
That means taking action, not just 
talking about it, and I believe we can 
do that together with responsible gun 
owners. 

I am a responsible gun owner. We 
want commonsense measures, too: uni-
versal background checks, safe storage 
laws, and banning assault weapons. 
These are mainstream ideas supported 
by the vast majority of the American 
people. They are about saving lives. 

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker. We will 
not accept mass murder and gun deaths 
to be the norm. Mass school shootings 
are not a fact of life. We don’t have to 
live this way. 

This year, I had the opportunity to 
go to Parkland, Florida, with Congress-
man MOSKOWITZ where we met with 
survivors of the deadly 2018 shooting to 
hear their stories. They lived through 
the worst, and yet they keep pushing 
for change. 

We have failed to do our part in the 
few short years since that horrific 
school shooting, even when the major-
ity of the American people agree on 
how to move forward. 

In an April 2023 survey, FOX News 
found overwhelming support for com-
monsense gun violence prevention 
measures. Over 80 percent of Americans 
support background checks, making 21 
the legal age to buy guns, and requir-
ing mental health checks on all gun 
buyers. 

In Congress, I am part of the House 
Gun Violence Prevention Task Force 
and cosponsor of the Bipartisan Back-
ground Checks Act. It is simple. If you 
want to buy a gun, you should have to 
pass a background check. That applies 

to sales between private parties, too. 
Right now, there are loopholes that let 
guns slip into the wrong hands. That 
has to end. 

I have also cosponsored the Assault 
Weapons Ban. No civilian needs an as-
sault rifle. These weapons belong on 
the battlefields, not in our schools and 
not in our neighborhoods. 

There is also Ethan’s Law. This is 
about accountability. It promotes the 
safe storage of firearms, so they don’t 
end up in the hands of kids. It is about 
being responsible for your weapon, for 
your family, and for your community. 

I support a ban on high-capacity 
magazines, and I support closing the 
boyfriend loophole. That is the one 
that lets domestic abusers buy guns. 
Domestic violence and gun violence are 
often linked. This loophole costs lives. 

Let’s not forget mental health. We 
need to fund mental health care and 
expand access to it, but mental health 
alone isn’t the issue. This is also about 
guns. 

We need to act now. We need to keep 
our kids, our neighbors, and our com-
munities safe with no more delays. 
Over 40,000 people lost their lives to 
gun violence last year alone. There are 
no more excuses. Massacres carried out 
using high-capacity magazines and 
bump stocks must end. 

There should be no more indifference. 
Poor and minority communities cannot 
continue to be disproportionately im-
pacted by gun violence. No more inac-
tion. Over 20,000 Americans die by gun 
suicide every year, which is why we 
mark tomorrow, September 10, Fire-
arm Suicide Prevention Day. 

There should be no more deadly out-
comes. Domestic violence should never 
turn fatal because of easy access to 
guns. We have waited long enough. It is 
time to act. There is no question that 
gun violence is out of control, and it is 
time we face it head-on. 

I will work with anyone—Repub-
licans, Democrats, and Independents— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5038 September 9, 2024 
to make sure that happens. It is not 
just about policy. It is about people. 
People are dying. We can’t wait any 
longer. 

f 

ADDRESSING RECKLESS SPENDING 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, as Congress returns to Wash-
ington to address the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration’s reckless spending, the 
American people are continuing to face 
consequences of runaway inflation. 

According to a recent Census Bureau 
survey, more than 35 percent of Penn-
sylvanians struggle to afford basic 
goods, gasoline, and groceries. 

With prices rising by more than 20 
percent since President Biden and Vice 
President HARRIS took office, it is the 
American people who have been left to 
pay the bill for the administration’s 
failed spending policies. 

Instead of working to lower prices 
and supporting American families, 
Vice President HARRIS championed 
reckless policies, including subsidies 
for purchasing electric vehicles and a 
student loan bailout paid for by hard-
working American citizens. 

America cannot afford another 4 
years of far-left spending. It is time to 
put a stop to reckless spending that 
has brought on this inflation and once 
again return to the fiscal restraint and 
the strong economic policies put in 
place by President Donald J. Trump. 

FOOD SECURITY IS NATIONAL SECURITY 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, from the dairy farms, corn-
fields, and orchards of Pennsylvania to 
the cattle ranches of the Midwest, 
American farmers produce the meat, 
the dairy, and the vegetables that feed 
American families. 

However, that food supply has been 
put in danger as the Chinese Com-
munist Party affiliates have begun to 
purchase our farmland, creating a dan-
gerous American security risk. 

By adding the Secretary of Agri-
culture to CFIUS, we can create the 
oversight that is needed to prevent our 
farmland from being purchased by the 
Chinese Communist Party. 

It is time to pass the Protecting 
American Agriculture from Foreign 
Adversaries Act to ensure that the CCP 
is not continuing to make purchases in 
the production, development, transpor-
tation, or storage of our food supply. 

Food security is national security. 
Shielding these assets from outside in-
terference will help to ensure that 
American interests are the top priority 
for the farming industry. 

Let’s make sure that our fields are 
cared for by American farmers and 
American growers and that our food se-
curity is preserved. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALPHA FIRE 
COMPANY OF CENTRE COUNTY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

JOYCE of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-

ognizes the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the Alpha Fire Company of Centre 
County, Pennsylvania. 

This year, the Alpha Fire Company is 
celebrating 125 years of dedicated 
emergency services to the State Col-
lege community. 

In 1899, a group of volunteers recog-
nized the need within their community 
to establish a fire company to protect 
and to serve the region. For the last 125 
years, the Alpha Fire Company has re-
mained steadfast in this commitment. 

In its early years, the Alpha Fire 
Company, originally Union Fire Com-
pany, used hand-drawn hose carts to 
fight fires in the few blocks of homes 
and buildings that surrounded the 
Pennsylvania State College campus, 
which had its own student-run volun-
teer fire company. 

Since its founding, the Alpha Fire 
Company has seen many changes as the 
community continues to grow. Still, 
they have continued to provide dedi-
cated emergency services for the past 
125 years. This fire company is entirely 
volunteer based and often includes 
multiple generations of firefighters. 
Mr. Speaker, this dedication is what 
keeps the Alpha Fire Company top-
notch. 

Currently, there are 100 volunteers, 
and they handle the four primary mu-
nicipalities it covers: State College 
Borough, College Township, Ferguson 
Township, and Patton Township. It 
also provides automatic aid to 
Halfmoon and Harris Townships. 

The men and women of Alpha Fire 
Company are more than just fire-
fighters. They are our neighbors, our 
friends, and family members. These 
dedicated volunteers give their time 
and energy, often balancing demanding 
jobs and personal responsibilities, to 
ensure our safety. Their commitment 
to protecting lives and property is in-
spiring and deserves our deepest grati-
tude. 

The Alpha Fire Company is more 
than just a group of fire stations that 
protect and serve the State College re-
gion. It is truly an integral part of the 
community. 

Aside from their lifesaving efforts, 
these volunteer firefighters make the 
Centre Region a better place. Whether 
it be a Fourth of July carnival, a 
school demonstration, or aiding in a 
fundraiser, the men and women of the 
Alpha Fire Company embody the spirit 
of community service. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the first 
time I have recognized the Alpha Fire 
Company on the House floor. In the fall 
of 2023, an all-woman crew bravely led 
the initial attack line in a three-alarm 
fire, making a historic milestone in our 
journey of service and dedication. 

Throughout its 125 years of dedicated 
service, the Alpha Fire Company has 
lost three brave men in the line of 
duty. Philip Foster, Larry Oberle, and 
Charles Zeigler selflessly laid down 

their lives to protect the community 
they called home. 

These heroes are not forgotten. The 
memorial honoring these fallen fire-
fighters in the borough station will for-
ever preserve their memory. 

In a time when resources are often 
stretched thin, volunteer firefighters 
fill the gap, ensuring that no call for 
help goes unanswered. 

They are trained professionals who 
bring their skills, courage, and compas-
sion to the front lines, whether it is 
battling blazes, responding to acci-
dents, or providing essential assistance 
for medical emergencies. 

Over the past 125 years, the Alpha 
Fire Company has grown and evolved, 
continually adapting to meet the needs 
of our community. They have em-
braced advancements in technology 
and training, ensuring their brave men 
and women are prepared to handle any 
emergency with professionalism and 
expertise. 

I know firsthand the dedication and 
passion volunteer firefighters have for 
protecting their communities. I am 
deeply grateful for the unwavering 
dedication and passion of the Alpha 
Fire Company’s volunteer firefighters 
in protecting our neighborhoods. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Alpha Fire Company for their bravery, 
their service, and their commitment to 
our community and congratulate them 
on 125 years of service. 

f 

b 1215 

CONGRATULATING INARF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Indiana (Mrs. HOUCHIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
before you today to offer my congratu-
lations to the Indiana Association of 
Rehabilitation Facilities on receiving 
an extraordinary milestone: 50 years of 
service. Over the past five decades, 
INARF has proudly represented its 
members who serve more than 50,000 
citizens annually and employ nearly 
15,000 dedicated professionals. 

INARF plays an indispensable role in 
our southern Indiana community, 
shaping the landscape of disability 
services to provide the highest quality 
of care and support for nearly 900,000 
people with disabilities. 

Last month, I had the privilege of 
visiting one of INARF’s member orga-
nizations where I witnessed the vital 
work that they do. Their unwavering 
commitment ensures that everyone has 
the opportunity to thrive and to reach 
their full potential. 

As we celebrate 50 years of impact 
with our local disability service pro-
viders, I extend my sincere gratitude. I 
thank them for their tireless dedica-
tion to ensuring Indiana residents have 
access to the resources and services 
they need. 

RECOGNIZING LISCHKGE MOTORS 
Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize a remarkable mile-
stone, Lischkge Motors’ 100 years of 
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business in Aurora, Indiana. If you 
have ever driven along U.S. Route 50, 
you have likely seen the iconic 100- 
foot-tall round barn, the largest of its 
kind in the State. This impressive 
structure, built in 1901, took Clayton 
Lischkge 2 years to convert into a 
thriving business space, an achieve-
ment that amazed professional engi-
neers and silenced the critics. 

Mr. Lischkge’s journey reflects the 
spirit of that very barn, defying the 
odds and exceeding all expectations. 
Starting out as an apprentice me-
chanic, earning little to no pay in ex-
change for learning the trade, he 
opened his own shop in June of 1924. 
His sheer determination kept the doors 
of Lischkge Motors open through the 
Great Depression, and his resilience 
carried the business through four dev-
astating floods, including the infamous 
1937 flood that reached the second floor 
of the shop. 

In 1964, Lischkge Motors found its 
new home at the round barn, a symbol 
of the family’s resilience and adapt-
ability. Today, they hold the title of 
the oldest Mack Truck distributor in 
the world, and their impact on the Au-
rora community is immeasurable. 

As we celebrate a century of 
Lischkge Motors, I stand here today to 
congratulate the Lischkge family on 
this tremendous achievement and to 
thank them for being an invaluable 
part of our community. 

CONGRATULATING DECATUR COUNTY MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Decatur 
County Memorial Hospital for over 100 
years of dedicated service to the people 
of our district and southern Indiana. 
Originally established as a memorial to 
honor Decatur County residents who 
bravely fought and lost their lives in 
World War I, this hospital embodies the 
care and spirit that rivals any institu-
tion in the Nation. With a commitment 
to integrity, compassion, quality, and 
a deep sense of community, Decatur 
County Memorial Hospital continues to 
be a cornerstone of healthcare in our 
region. 

From its beginnings in a 16,000- 
square-foot facility, the hospital has 
grown to include surgery, women’s 
care, and rehabilitation centers across 
multiple locations, all while staying 
true to its mission of providing top-tier 
care to southern Indiana. Thanks to 
their dedication, the need for residents 
to seek care outside of our community 
has been greatly reduced. 

This past August, Decatur County 
Memorial honored its proud history 
and built upon its legacy by lowering a 
time capsule on campus, connecting 
the past, present, and future of this in-
stitution. As we reflect on its rich her-
itage and the sacrifices of those who 
have served, we are reminded of the en-
during values that define this hospital. 
I look forward to the next 100 years of 
building upon these values. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant 
to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m. 
today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. KIM of California) at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

In these days when there is much to 
be attended to, policies to be written, 
and elections to be run; when the tasks 
we have not yet completed vie for at-
tention, in contest with all that must 
yet be achieved; when each day is a 
whirlwind of obligations and demands, 
break into our thoughts and concerns, 
O Lord, and remind us again how pre-
cious is the life You give to each of us. 

As we grieve the loss of our dear 
friend and colleague, Representative 
Bill Pascrell, may it be his passionate 
and compassionate commitment to this 
country and the people he was proud to 
represent that inspires us to assess our 
spirit of service. 

May it be his wry smile and playfully 
mischievous nature that reminds us to 
find reason to enjoy each moment. May 
it be his tender heart and gracious 
kindness that call us to love those with 
whom we labor in these Chambers. 

God our creator, like trees planted by 
streams of water, may we each, like 
Bill Pascrell, yield fruit in our season. 
In the days that You give us, may our 
leaves not wither. In all that we do, 
may all be done for You. In this may 
our lives prosper with the certainty of 
Your favor. 

In Your righteous name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MANSFIELD AREA GIRL SCOUTS’ 
CENTENNIAL YEAR 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the Mansfield area Girl Scouts’ 
centennial year. The first Mansfield 
area Girl Scout troop was founded 100 
years ago in September of 1924. 

For the past century, the Mansfield 
Girl Scouts have played an instru-
mental role in the development of 
young women. The Girl Scouts are 
known for their emphasis on important 
values such as teamwork, integrity, 
and respect for others. These values 
foster an environment where girls can 
grow into strong, compassionate citi-
zens. 

As co-chair of the Congressional 
Scouting Caucus and a Scoutmaster for 
the Boy Scouts, I deeply respect the 
Girl Scouts organization. 

The Mansfield area Girl Scouts have 
a rich history of accomplishments and 
service. In recent years these young 
women have raised thousands by sell-
ing their infamous Girl Scout cookies. 

Over the past 100 years, many Scouts 
from Mansfield have received a Gold 
Award, the highest achievement in Girl 
Scouts. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident that 
the Mansfield Girl Scouts are guiding 
these girls to become confident young 
women, and I congratulate them on 100 
years of scouting. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant 
to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will 
postpone further proceedings today on 
motions to suspend the rules on which 
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays 
are ordered, or votes objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

CLARIFICATION OF DEFINITION OF 
FOREIGN COUNTRY FOR PUR-
POSES OF MALIGN FOREIGN 
TALENT RECRUITMENT RESTRIC-
TION 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7686) to amend the Research and 
Development, Competition, and Inno-
vation Act to clarify the definition of 
foreign country for purposes of malign 
foreign talent recruitment restriction, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7686 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. CLARIFICATION OF DEFINITION OF 

FOREIGN COUNTRY FOR PURPOSES 
OF MALIGN FOREIGN TALENT RE-
CRUITMENT RESTRICTION. 

Paragraph (4) of section 10638 of title VI of 
division B of the Research and Development, 
Competition, and Innovation Act is amend-
ed— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘of concern’’ after ‘‘foreign 
country’’ each place such term appears; 

(2) by striking ‘‘means—’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘any program, position, or ac-
tivity’’ and inserting ‘‘means any program, 
position, or activity’’; 

(3) by striking subparagraph (B); 
(4) by redesignating clauses (i) through (ix) 

as subparagraphs (A) through (I), respec-
tively, and moving such subparagraphs, as so 
redesignated, two ems to the left; 

(5) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), as so redesignated, by striking ‘‘directly 
provided’’ and inserting ‘‘whether directly or 
indirectly provided’’; and 

(6) in subparagraph (I), as so redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a period. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. CASTEN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oklahoma. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the bill, H.R. 
7686, the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be here 

today to support H.R. 7686, which helps 
strengthen our research security. 

Research theft is one of the single 
greatest threats to our competitiveness 
as a nation. It takes our hard-won in-
novation and puts it to work for our 
adversaries, hurting our economy and 
our national security. 

This is no idle threat either. 
The Chinese Communist Party has 

made it clear that they intend to sur-
pass us as the global leader in science 
and technology, and they have no 
qualms about using intellectual prop-
erty theft, forced technology acquisi-
tion, and other illicit means to do so. 

b 1415 
The CCP uses our intellectual prop-

erty to advance their own research and 
keep them at the leading edge of new 
technologies. After acquiring our re-
search, they use subsidies and regula-
tions that benefit Chinese companies, 
making it difficult for U.S. companies 
to compete globally. 

According to some estimates, this is 
costing our economy between $200 bil-
lion and $600 billion a year. The Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology has been proactive in our re-
sponse to this threat and has passed 
multiple bills to protect American re-
search. 

When we passed the CHIPS and 
Science Act in 2022, we included a num-

ber of provisions to halt the theft of 
U.S. innovation. We prohibited Federal 
funding for any school that hosts Con-
fucius Institutes, which are designed to 
spread CCP propaganda to students and 
researchers. We gave universities bet-
ter tools to protect sensitive research 
from cyber theft. We created a dedi-
cated office on research security at the 
National Science Foundation to help 
detect and combat foreign influence 
and theft. 

We banned participation in malign 
foreign talent programs. These pro-
grams recruit researchers and provide 
funding, travel, and other benefits in 
exchange for access to research and in-
tellectual property. We prohibited all 
Federal agency personnel and any re-
searcher receiving Federal funding 
from participating in these talent pro-
grams. 

As the government, labs, and univer-
sities began to implement this prohibi-
tion, it became clear that our defini-
tion of malign foreign talent programs 
needed to be updated. H.R. 7686 pro-
vides a clear, comprehensive definition 
that ensures that we are covering ef-
forts by foreign countries of concern 
like China, Russia, North Korea, and 
Iran. This clarification will make it 
easier for universities and Federal re-
search agencies to identify and address 
threats to our taxpayer-funded re-
search. 

I thank Representative GARCIA for 
his work on this important bill. Re-
search theft is a broad threat that is 
difficult to extinguish, and it is chal-
lenging to protect our research while 
still maintaining helpful international 
scientific collaboration. 

I appreciate Representative GARCIA’s 
efforts to walk that line and improve 
our tools to stop research theft. I en-
courage all of my colleagues to support 
this important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
H.R. 7686. 

Mr. Speaker, we recently celebrated 
the 2-year passage of the CHIPS and 
Science Act. In those 2 years, we have 
reinvigorated domestic semiconductor 
manufacturing, and we are revitalizing 
the American scientific enterprise. The 
positive impact of that legislation can 
be felt in everyone’s district, so we 
should be proud of this bipartisan ac-
complishment. 

In the same vein, as with all great 
legislation, we need to perform some 
legislative maintenance and improve-
ments. The CHIPS and Science Act has 
many provisions focused on improving 
research security. One of those provi-
sions, section 10631, prohibits the dis-
tribution of Federal research awards to 
individuals participating in foreign tal-
ent recruitment programs. 

Universities and research institu-
tions are ultimately responsible for en-
suring that their faculty members are 
aware of and compliant with that pro-

hibition, but the current law contains 
two independent, lengthy, and—I know 
this is the first time this has ever hap-
pened—rather complex prohibitions, 
which makes good faith implementa-
tion efforts difficult to achieve. 

We have heard that there is a need 
for clearer definitions, specifically for 
the ‘‘malign foreign talent recruitment 
program.’’ H.R. 7686 amends the Re-
search and Development, Competition, 
and Innovation Act to better clarify 
that definition. 

The need for this clarification has 
been affirmed by the National Science 
Foundation. The agency believes that 
this change will aid Federal science 
agencies’ work in ensuring compliance. 

For all of my colleagues, please do 
keep in mind that this legislation is 
very sensitive in its nature. Even 
minor changes to these definitions can 
have decisive consequences that can 
make institutional compliance prob-
lematic. 

Both Democratic and Republican 
staff have worked surgically, shall we 
say, to ensure that this amendment 
makes the necessary corrections so 
that institutions can faithfully carry 
out these research security efforts. 

On that note, I would like to state 
my enthusiastic support for this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. MIKE 
GARCIA) to speak on his bill. 

Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Chairman LUCAS and 
the entire committee for bringing this 
very important bipartisan bill to the 
floor. 

It has now been 2 years since the 
CHIPS and Science Act was signed into 
law, providing a much-needed kick- 
start to America’s lagging semicon-
ductor industry as we compete with an 
accelerating Chinese Communist Party 
threat in China. 

The CHIPS Act was a good bill that I 
supported, but as I said during the 
markup of this legislation, a bill is 
only as good as its implementation and 
only as good as Congress’ oversight of 
its effectiveness. The CHIPS Act only 
works if the investments are available 
to American enterprises and not avail-
able to our foreign adversaries, like the 
CCP. 

Following great oversight work by 
the House Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology and the Select 
Committee on the Strategic Competi-
tion Between the United States and the 
Chinese Communist Party, it became 
clear that complicated and confusing 
language in the CHIPS Act would allow 
China access to American-paid, Amer-
ican-funded research. 

This lack of clarity would allow 
China to use malign foreign talent re-
cruitment programs in our universities 
and other research labs to recruit re-
searchers to access this data, effec-
tively getting our constituents to fund 
breakthrough research for the Com-
munist Party. 
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The Chinese Government has a nasty 

tendency of doing what I call rob, rep-
licate, and replace. They take our in-
tellectual property. They replicate it. 
They make it slightly better, slightly 
cheaper, and then replace it on the 
open market and compromise our tech-
nical advantages. 

These researchers in these univer-
sities may often be ensnared by China 
without even knowingly being en-
snared and can unwittingly hand our 
enemies an advantage in technological 
advancements. 

In order to address this, Congress-
woman STEVENS and I introduced H.R. 
7686, which updates and clarifies the 
definition of ‘‘malign foreign talent re-
cruitment programs’’ to protect our 
national investments. 

My bill is a simple, noncontroversial, 
bipartisan solution that ensures our 
taxpayer dollars and the research they 
fund are being protected from the CCP 
and their espionage behavior. 

I thank Chairman LUCAS and the en-
tire committee, again, for their sup-
port on this legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, I close 
simply by thanking Mr. GARCIA and 
Ms. STEVENS on our side for all of their 
hard work on this extremely well-con-
structed bill. I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 7686. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, as you have heard 
today, H.R. 7686 is smart policy that 
will protect taxpayer-funded research 
from being stolen and misused by our 
adversaries. We want to give our sci-
entific agencies and universities every 
tool they need to protect critical re-
search. This bill does that and helps us 
better implement the CHIPS and 
Science Act. 

I thank Representative GARCIA for 
his work on this issue, and I urge all of 
my colleagues to pass this important 
piece of legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The ques-
tion is on the motion offered by the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 7686, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CHINESE CURRENCY 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2023 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 510) to require the United 
States Governor of, and the United 
States Executive Director at, the 
International Monetary Fund to oppose 
an increase in the weight of the Chi-

nese renminbi in the Special Drawing 
Rights basket of the Fund, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 510 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Chinese Cur-
rency Accountability Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. OPPOSITION OF THE UNITED STATES TO 

AN INCREASE IN THE WEIGHT OF 
THE CHINESE RENMINBI IN THE 
SPECIAL DRAWING RIGHTS BASKET 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
FUND. 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall instruct 
the United States Governor of, and the United 
States Executive Director at, the International 
Monetary Fund to use the voice and vote of the 
United States to oppose any increase in the 
weight of the Chinese renminbi in the basket of 
currencies used to determine the value of Special 
Drawing Rights, unless the Secretary of the 
Treasury has submitted to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate a written report 
which includes a certification that— 

(1) the People’s Republic of China is in com-
pliance with all its obligations under Article 
VIII of the Articles of Agreement of the Fund; 

(2) in the preceding 12 months, there has not 
been a report submitted under section 3005 of 
the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 or section 701 of the Trade Facilitation and 
Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 in which the 
People’s Republic of China has been found to 
have manipulated its currency; and 

(3) the People’s Republic of China adheres to 
the rules and principles of the Paris Club and 
the OECD Arrangement on Officially Supported 
Export Credits. 
SEC. 3. SUNSET. 

Section 2 shall have no force or effect begin-
ning 10 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. KIM) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RULLI). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in support 
of the Chinese Currency Accountability 
Act sponsored by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON). 

In 2016, the International Monetary 
Fund included the Chinese renminbi, 
RMB, in the currency basket that de-
termines the value and interest rate 
for Special Drawing Rights, known as 
SDRs. SDRs are both reserve assets 
and an accounting unit for the IMF, so 

they play a central role in the Fund’s 
lending throughout the world. 

It was premature for the Fund to let 
the RMB influence the SDR, whose 
value had previously been determined 
only by the dollar, euro, yen, and 
pound. 

The PRC has failed to make the seri-
ous reforms that would justify labeling 
the RMB a major currency. In addition, 
the People’s Bank of China was and re-
mains a tool of the Chinese Communist 
Party, not an independent central 
bank. 

The Treasury Department knows this 
all too well. Every year, it reports to 
Congress that China’s currency man-
agement is so opaque that it is difficult 
for the outside world to even under-
stand Beijing’s policy toward the RMB. 

In addition, Beijing’s lending policies 
abroad, including through the Belt and 
Road Initiative, have saddled devel-
oping countries with so much debt that 
the IMF faces difficulties designing 
rescue programs. 

It is difficult to know how much debt 
these countries are in. The CCP refuses 
to play by the multilateral rules of the 
road to not only be transparent about 
the debt but to significantly restruc-
ture it. This has become one of the 
most acute threats to the mission of 
the Fund. 

Nevertheless, in 2022, Treasury signed 
off when the IMF voted to increase the 
weight of the RMB in the SDR cur-
rency basket. As a result of this shock-
ing decision, the RMB has now become 
the third most important currency in 
the basket, behind the dollar and euro. 

This is why Mr. DAVIDSON’s bill is 
critical. H.R. 510 will prevent future in-
creases to the RMB’s weight at the 
IMF until China starts playing by the 
rules. 

This is a commonsense measure that 
was unanimously supported when the 
Financial Services Committee marked 
it up last year. 

I commend Mr. DAVIDSON for his 
clear-eyed piece of legislation to hold 
Beijing accountable, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
510, the Chinese Currency Account-
ability Act of 2023, sponsored by Rep-
resentative DAVIDSON. This bill is re-
lated to the International Monetary 
Fund’s Special Drawing Rights, known 
as SDRs, and the influence of China’s 
currency in the SDR program. 

SDRs are international assets cre-
ated by the International Monetary 
Fund, the IMF, to supplement member 
countries’ foreign exchange reserves, 
and they can enable member countries 
to reduce their reliance on domestic or 
external debt when building those re-
serves. 

SDRs can be converted into govern-
ment-issued currency, such as the dol-
lar, the yuan, or the pound, assuming 
that there are not sanctions or other 
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prohibitions that would prevent such 
financial transactions. 

b 1430 

The value of an IMF member’s SDRs 
is defined by a basket of currencies, 
which are a mix of five globally impor-
tant currencies, sometimes called fiat 
currencies in that they are issued by 
governments or, in the case of a euro, 
an association of governments. Those 
five currencies that are behind the 
SDRs are the U.S. dollar, the euro, the 
Chinese yuan, the Japanese yen, and 
the British pound. 

The key thing here is that the per-
centage of that basket that is com-
prised of the Chinese currency was in-
creased in 2022 and now is at 12 percent 
of the total, compared to the U.S. dol-
lar, which is at 43 percent of the total. 

The bill would require the Treasury 
Secretary to oppose at the IMF any fu-
ture percentage increase in the weight 
of the Chinese currency in that SDR 
currency basket. The bill would allow a 
waiver of such provision to the execu-
tive branch should the Secretary of the 
Treasury be able to certify to Congress 
that China meets certain standards. 

Those standards include that China 
is in compliance with all of its obliga-
tions under article VIII of the Articles 
of Agreement of the IMF; second, that 
there has not been certain reports sub-
mitted in the prior 12 months indi-
cating that China is engaging in cur-
rency manipulation; and, third, that 
China is adhering to the rules and prin-
ciples of the Paris Club and the OECD 
Arrangement on officially supported 
export credits. 

Mr. Speaker, I will note that the De-
partment of the Treasury has expressed 
some concerns about this bill, espe-
cially due to the fact that the Depart-
ment of the Treasury does not have 
visibility into China’s confidential pro-
visions of data to the IMF and may not 
be able to independently certify that 
China is complying with the IMF and 
other global obligations. 

As a result, China has indicated that 
it may be difficult to certify whether 
China has met the standards outlined 
in that bill that underlie the possi-
bility of a waiver of its provisions. 

These are reasonable concerns. 
Democrats on the Financial Services 
Committee have urged our Republican 
colleagues to work to improve the bill 
before it is finally enacted into law. 
That might include allowing the De-
partment of the Treasury to rely on 
certifications from the IMF as to 
whether China is meeting its respon-
sibilities looking at that confidential 
information that is provided by China 
to the IMF. 

In any case, this bill moves us for-
ward. I am sure that, through the legis-
lative process, there will be some im-
provements. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 

the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVID-
SON). 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 510, the Chinese Cur-
rency Accountability Act. I was proud 
to introduce this measure last year, 
which the Financial Services Com-
mittee embraced with a vote of 40–0. 

Mr. Speaker, the International Mone-
tary Fund acts as the world’s lender of 
last resort, and its Special Drawing 
Rights serve as a unit of account for its 
activities. SDRs are also important re-
serve assets on the balance sheet of 
central banks. As such, SDR holdings 
can earn interest, and SDR liabilities 
can incur costs. 

Prior to 2016, both the value and in-
terest rate of the Special Drawing 
Rights was determined by major cur-
rencies issued by market economies 
and their central banks and overseen 
by democratic governments. They were 
the dollar, the euro, the yen, and the 
pound sterling. 

China is not a market economy, so it 
is astonishing that the International 
Monetary Fund, with the approval of 
the current Treasury Department, then 
decided to add the Chinese renminbi to 
its currency basket. On a number of 
measures, the renminbi was nowhere 
near the level of these other cur-
rencies, and, of course, the Chinese 
Central Bank is the furthest thing 
from what one would call independent 
or representative of a market economy. 
This is still the case today. 

Even more bewildering was the 2022 
decision to increase the renminbi’s 
weight, the proportion of influence it 
has, within the currency basket. 

By this time, it was not only clear 
that China’s exchange rate manage-
ment remains subject to the whims of 
the Chinese Communist Party, but the 
IMF also knew that China’s predatory 
lending to developing countries was 
putting the viability of IMF programs 
in jeopardy. In fact, China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative is designed to under-
mine the International Monetary 
Fund, so why would IMF grow the rate 
or influence of it after having already 
made the mistake of even including it? 

Currently, China’s Communist Party 
is an economic and strategic rival, and 
hopefully it remains a rival in the mar-
ket. However, China should not be al-
lowed to skirt the rules at the expense 
of American taxpayers and at the ex-
pense of our market. 

It is unacceptable for the IMF to 
preach to the world on debt trans-
parency, the rule of law, and central 
bank independence while it is reward-
ing the Communist Party in China for 
violating every single one of these 
principles. 

Our legislation says enough is 
enough. It requires the Treasury De-
partment to oppose further increases of 
the renminbi for the IMF’s currency 
basket until Treasury can certify that 
China is complying with the rules of 
the road. 

As a member of the World Trade Or-
ganization and other international or-

ganizations China is part of, if we fol-
low the rules, China should be held to 
the same standards. Of course, they are 
not doing that. It would include up-
holding China’s obligations under the 
IMF’s Articles of Agreement and com-
plying with the same lending rules that 
other large economies have committed 
to. 

This also means China would have to 
take significant steps toward restruc-
turing its Belt and Road loans so that 
they are not actually working to un-
dermine the IMF. In other words, the 
Chinese Currency Accountability Act 
isn’t about holding China to different 
standards, but, rather, holding them to 
the exact same standards everyone else 
is held to. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this measure. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, in an effort to expand 
both its economy and global influence, 
China has been accused of manipu-
lating its currency. Concerns about 
this abound and have been well ex-
pressed by Mr. DAVIDSON. This is espe-
cially concerning when it regards items 
that affect American interests at inter-
national institutions, such as the IMF. 

This bill would empower the Depart-
ment of the Treasury to address that 
issue and, in fact, require them to ad-
dress that issue. I think that it is going 
to be an effective tool for us to deal 
with China, an important nation that 
doesn’t always play by the rules. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
510, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
KIM) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 510, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TAIWAN CONFLICT DETERRENCE 
ACT OF 2023 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 554) to deter Chinese ag-
gression towards Taiwan by requiring 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pub-
lish a report on financial institutions 
and accounts connected to senior offi-
cials of the People’s Republic of China, 
to restrict financial services for cer-
tain immediate family of such officials, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 554 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Taiwan Conflict 
Deterrence Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORT ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

AND ACCOUNTS CONNECTED TO 
CERTAIN CHINESE GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. 

(a) FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 

the date that the President, pursuant to section 
3(c) of the Taiwan Relations Act (22 U.S.C. 
3302(c)), informs the Congress of a threat result-
ing from actions of the People’s Republic of 
China and any danger to the interests of the 
United States arising therefrom, and annually 
thereafter for 3 years, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall submit a report to the appro-
priate Members of Congress containing the fol-
lowing: 

(A) With respect to each of at least 10 natural 
persons described under subsection (b), at least 
1 of whom is a natural person listed under para-
graph (1) of such subsection (b) and at least 1 
of whom is a natural person listed under para-
graph (2) of such subsection (b), the estimated 
total funds that are held in financial institu-
tions and are under direct or indirect control by 
such natural person and a description of such 
funds. 

(B) A list of any financial institutions that— 
(i) maintain an account in connection with 

significant funds described in subparagraph (A); 
or 

(ii) otherwise provide significant financial 
services to a natural person covered by the re-
port. 

(2) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 30 
days after submitting a report described under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Treasury, or 
a designee of the Secretary, shall provide to the 
appropriate Members of Congress an unclassi-
fied or classified briefing (as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary) on the funds covered by 
the report, including a description of how the 
funds were acquired, and any illicit or corrupt 
means employed to acquire or use the funds. 

(3) EXEMPTIONS.—The requirements described 
under paragraph (1) may not be applied with re-
spect to a natural person or a financial institu-
tion, as the case may be, if the President deter-
mines: 

(A) The funds described under paragraph 
(1)(A) were primarily acquired through legal 
and noncorrupt means. 

(B) The natural person has agreed to provide 
significant cooperation to the United States for 
an important national security purpose with re-
spect to China. 

(C) A financial institution has agreed to— 
(i) no longer maintain an account described 

under paragraph (1)(B)(i); 
(ii) no longer provide significant financial 

services to a natural person covered by the re-
port; or 

(iii) provide significant cooperation to the 
United States for an important national security 
purpose with respect to China. 

(4) WAIVER.—The President may waive any 
requirement described under paragraph (1) with 
respect to a natural person or a financial insti-
tution upon reporting to the appropriate Mem-
bers of Congress that— 

(A) the waiver would substantially promote 
the objective of ending the threat described 
under paragraph (1); 

(B) the threat described under paragraph (1) 
is no longer present; or 

(C) the waiver is essential to the national se-
curity interests of the United States. 

(b) NATURAL PERSONS DESCRIBED.—The nat-
ural persons described in this subsection are 
persons who, at the time of a report, are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A member of the Politburo Standing Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party. 

(2) A member of the Politburo of the Chinese 
Communist Party that is not described under 
paragraph (1). 

(3) A member of the Central Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party that— 

(A) is none of the foregoing; and 
(B) performs any official duty that directly or 

indirectly affects Taiwan. 
(c) FORM OF REPORTS; PUBLIC AVAIL-

ABILITY.— 
(1) FORM.—The reports required under para-

graphs (1) and (4) of subsection (a) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form but may contain a 
classified annex. 

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall make the unclassified portion 
of the report required under subsection (a)(1) 
available to the public on the website and social 
media accounts of the Department of the Treas-
ury— 

(A) in English, Chinese, and any other lan-
guage that the Secretary finds appropriate; and 

(B) in precompressed, easily downloadable 
versions that are made available in all appro-
priate formats. 
SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON FINANCIAL SERVICES 

FOR CERTAIN IMMEDIATE FAMILY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Treas-

ury shall prohibit a United States financial in-
stitution, and any person owned or controlled 
by a United States financial institution, from 
engaging in a significant transaction with— 

(1) a natural person covered by a report made 
under section 2(a); and 

(2) the immediate family of a person described 
under paragraph (1), if the Secretary finds that 
such immediate family benefits from funds de-
scribed in the report. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE, LAW EN-

FORCEMENT, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ACTIVI-
TIES.—Subsection (a) shall not apply with re-
spect to any intelligence, law enforcement, or 
national security activity of the United States. 

(2) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of subsection (a) with respect to a 
person upon reporting to the appropriate Mem-
bers of Congress that— 

(A) the waiver would substantially promote 
the objective of ending the threat described 
under section 2(a)(1); 

(B) the threat described under section 2(a)(1) 
is no longer present; or 

(C) the waiver is essential to the national se-
curity interests of the United States. 

(3) FORM OF REPORTS.—The reports required 
under paragraph (2) shall be submitted in un-
classified form but may contain a classified 
annex. 

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section shall 

be construed as authorizing or requiring any 
sanction with respect to the importation of any 
good. 

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or man-
made substance, material, supply or manufac-
tured product, including inspection and test 
equipment, and excluding technical data. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may ex-

ercise all authorities provided to the President 
under sections 203 and 205 of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 
and 1704) to carry out this section. Not later 
than 60 days after issuing a license pursuant to 
this section, the President shall submit a copy of 
the license to the appropriate Members of Con-
gress. 

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or causes 
a violation of this section or any regulation, li-
cense, or order issued to carry out this section 
shall be subject to the penalties set forth in sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1705) to the same extent as a person that 
commits an unlawful act described in subsection 
(a) of that section 206. 

(d) TERMINATION.—This section shall have no 
force or effect on the earlier of— 

(1) the date that is 30 days after the date that 
the President reports to the appropriate Mem-
bers of Congress that the threat described under 
section 2(a)(1) is no longer present; or 

(2) the date that is 25 years after the date that 
the Secretary of the Treasury submits the final 
report required under section 2(a)(1). 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

For purposes of this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.—The 

term ‘‘appropriate Members of Congress’’ means 
the Speaker and minority leader of the House of 
Representatives, the majority leader and minor-
ity leader of the Senate, the Chairman and 
Ranking Member of the Committee on Financial 
Services of the House of Representatives, and 
the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
of the Senate. 

(2) FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘finan-
cial institution’’ means a United States finan-
cial institution or a foreign financial institu-
tion. 

(3) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘foreign financial institution’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 561.308 of 
title 31, Code of Federal Regulations. 

(4) FUNDS.—The term ‘‘funds’’ has the mean-
ing given to such term by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

(5) IMMEDIATE FAMILY.—The term ‘‘immediate 
family’’ of any natural person means the fol-
lowing (whether by the full or half blood or by 
adoption): 

(A) Such person’s spouse, father, mother, chil-
dren, brothers, sisters, and grandchildren. 

(B) The father, mother, brothers, and sisters 
of such person’s spouse. 

(C) The spouse of a child, brother, or sister of 
such person. 

(6) UNITED STATES FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.— 
The term ‘‘United States financial institution’’ 
has the meaning given the term ‘‘U.S. financial 
institution’’ under section 561.309 of title 31, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. KIM) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
554, the Taiwan Conflict Deterrence 
Act, authored by the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL). 

The Financial Services Committee 
has repeatedly pressed administration 
officials to devise a plan that imposes 
real costs on the Chinese Communist 
Party in the event it invades Taiwan. 
The time to formulate those measures 
is now. We must publicly communicate 
what we intend to do so that Beijing 
thinks twice before launching an at-
tack against our friends on the island. 

This is why Mr. HILL’s legislation is 
so important. If Beijing chooses to in-
vade Taiwan, this bill requires the 
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Treasury Secretary to publish the ill- 
gotten gains of the Chinese Communist 
Party’s top leadership no matter where 
they may be held around the world. 

It would also require Treasury to ex-
pose the financial institutions that 
maintain accounts for those officials 
while prohibiting U.S. banks from let-
ting their immediate families benefit 
from any of the funds. 

Too often, Washington chooses to be 
reactive when it comes to our adver-
saries, scrambling to develop sanctions 
and other measures after the fact. Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine is a case in 
point. Mr. HILL’s legislation is 
proactive. It signals what is at stake to 
the Chinese Communist Party before 
Beijing goes too far. 

I also point out that this legislation 
underscores an important point that 
Republicans and Democrats alike have 
made. Our problem lies with the Chi-
nese Government, not the people of 
China, many of whom suffer daily 
under the thumb of Beijing’s dictator-
ship. The Taiwan Conflict Deterrence 
Act recognizes this. 

By promising to publish the corrupt 
assets of PRC’s top leadership, the bill 
would force CCP officials to face the 
ire of their own people, so many of 
whom are fed up with the illicit wealth 
of the CCP insiders. 

I again commend Mr. HILL for his 
leadership in crafting this measure, 
which received unanimous support 
from the Financial Services Committee 
when we marked it up last year. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote in support of H.R. 554, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
554, the Taiwan Conflict Deterrence 
Act of 2023, sponsored by Representa-
tive HILL. I am pleased to be the chief 
Democratic cosponsor of this legisla-
tion. 

As China contemplates the possi-
bility of an invasion or blockade of 
Taiwan, keeping in mind President Xi 
has told his military to be ready for an 
invasion by 2027, they faced from the 
United States strategic ambiguity as 
to what our military response would 
be. 

Mr. Speaker, President Biden has an-
nounced that he would respond mili-
tarily, but President Biden will be 
leaving office in a few months. Any de-
cision by the executive branch to de-
ploy our forces is actually something 
that would be decided upon at the time 
and given the circumstances that exist. 

We in Congress, while I don’t think, 
by statute, we could compel the de-
ployment of our military forces, we can 
lock into statute economic responses 
that should not be ambiguous but 
should be very clear to Beijing. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a bill that goes 
beyond the legislation we are consid-
ering here today that would remove 
most-favored-nation status from China 
if it invades or blockades Taiwan and 
lock that in so that Beijing knows that 

a military action against Taiwan 
would result in that enormous eco-
nomic consequence. 

This bill, I think, is a step in the 
right direction. As the bill’s title sug-
gests, it is designed to put the govern-
ment of China on notice that the 
United States is closely watching its 
increasing threats toward Taiwan, and 
it serves as a warning that the U.S. 
will respond economically and that 
that is locked into statute should its 
aggression amount to a violation of 
section 3(c) of the Taiwan Relations 
Act. 

b 1445 

I will point out that a violation of 
section 3(c) would include an invasion 
or blockade, but could also involve 
other aggressive actions of a less sig-
nificant nature. 

This is a tangible concern given the 
Chinese military activity in the region 
appears to be escalating as dem-
onstrated by daily incursions under-
taken by the Chinese military into Tai-
wan’s air defense identification zone or 
across the median line of the Taiwan 
Strait. 

In May, China conducted a large- 
scale military exercise near the island 
of Taiwan, intended to intimidate the 
Taiwanese people as they celebrated 
the inauguration of a new democrat-
ically elected President. 

This bill would put pressure on China 
to not go further by requiring a re-
sponse of the U.S. Government if its in-
timidation and coercion go to the point 
of triggering section 3(c) of the Taiwan 
Relations Act. 

Specifically, if there is a notification 
by the President under section 3(c) of a 
threat resulting from the actions of the 
People’s Republic of China and a dan-
ger to the interests of the United 
States arising therefrom, the bill 
would require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to create and to make public 
the findings of a report on financial in-
stitutions and accounts that are con-
nected to a select group of Chinese 
Communist Party officials. 

This bill does not focus on retaliating 
against the Chinese Government per se, 
but rather on individuals who are in 
that government. The report is in-
tended to raise public awareness of the 
hidden and corruptly gained funds that 
are directly or indirectly controlled by 
such individuals. It is designed to un-
dermine the support of the Chinese 
Communist Party and its level of sup-
port inside China once we publish the 
corrupt gains of some of its high-rank-
ing officials. 

For those listed in the report and 
their immediate family members, the 
bill would also restrict U.S.-based fi-
nancial services, intending to limit the 
financial options for these officials and 
to extend the deterrent or punitive im-
pacts on those officials and their fami-
lies. For assets in the United States, it 
is a freezing of those assets. 

I will underscore again that these ac-
tions as set forth in the bill occur only 

if the President exercises his, or soon, 
her, authority under section 3(c) of the 
Taiwan Relations Act. 

Now, no President in the past has 
ever triggered section 3(c), and I hope 
that such a triggering is never nec-
essary. I don’t expect that a triggering 
will ever occur, but it is important to 
put Beijing on notice of what would 
happen if their threats against Taiwan 
raise to that level. The Taiwan Rela-
tions Act has been in effect for 40 
years, and as I have said, no adminis-
tration has triggered section 3(c). It did 
not even occur during the third Taiwan 
Strait crisis of the 1990s. 

Democrats have worked on this bill. 
We have seen changes in the original 
bill, including the addition of Presi-
dential waivers for national security, 
intelligence, and other purposes. For 
these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL). 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank very 
much Chair KIM for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, what a marvelous sig-
nal it sends to the world and to the 
United States to have YOUNG KIM as 
our chair on the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee of the Indo-Pacific. She is a 
young woman born in South Korea, a 
proud American citizen, a proud Amer-
ican mom, and now Member of Con-
gress and spectacular chair. 

Mr. Speaker, to my other friend from 
California, Mr. SHERMAN, I think he 
has made some outstanding arguments 
on behalf of our bill, and I thank him 
for being an original cosponsor of H.R. 
554, the Taiwan Conflict Deterrence 
Act. 

I modeled this bill on the Holding 
Iranian Leaders Accountable Act in-
cluded in our national security pack-
age, which the House passed and Presi-
dent Biden signed into law this spring. 

The idea is very straightforward: If 
we want to see the world’s Communists 
and autocratic dictatorships change 
course, we must expose their wealth, 
corruption, and financial privilege of 
their elites to the citizens suffering 
daily under their rule. 

This approach certainly applies to 
China’s Communist Party, as well. The 
CCP leaders sit atop an authoritarian 
state littered with cronyism, kick-
backs, graft, bribery, and a colossal 
misuse of public funds. 

If China chooses to attack the free 
people of Taiwan, H.R. 554 requires the 
Treasury Secretary to publish the il-
licit assets of Beijing’s senior-most 
leaders, including the names of finan-
cial institutions that maintain the ac-
counts. 

As Mr. SHERMAN noted, our 1979 rec-
ognition of the government in Peking, 
now Beijing, rests on the foundation 
that the future of Taiwan would be de-
termined by peaceful means and that 
any other method, including boycotts 
or embargoes, is considered a threat to 
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peace and security in the western Pa-
cific. 

At a time when the Chinese youth 
face a 17 percent unemployment rate, 
Xi has failed to deliver a social safety 
net, and families are battered by sink-
ing real estate debt. Let these corrupt 
officials explain to ordinary Chinese 
citizens how they acquired their riches 
on a government salary, even as they 
call on their public to support war 
across the Taiwan Strait. 

This bill goes beyond just naming 
and shaming. It will also cut off access 
to the United States financial system 
for those CCP officials and their imme-
diate family. This point is worth high-
lighting in order to convey the costs 
that Beijing will bear if they impose an 
embargo, boycott, or launch military 
action. Blocking Chinese leaders’ use 
of the dollar will certainly be mirrored 
by restrictions from other major 
economies, as well. Further, for Chi-
nese officials whose families profit 
from their ill-gotten gains, they too 
will find the world becoming a much 
smaller place. 

In 2012, The Washington Post re-
ported that most of China’s politburo 
standing committee have children or 
grandchildren studying here in the 
United States, including CCP Chair-
man, Xi Jinping. Such privileges will 
be put in jeopardy if China decides to 
act against Taiwan. H.R. 554 guaran-
tees it. 

Let me underline one other detail of 
this legislation, which is central to 
how it works. 

The bill triggers reporting on China’s 
leadership, but it also contains exemp-
tions for those who cooperate with the 
United States. If Chairman Xi engages 
in hostilities against Taiwan, the asset 
report required by this bill might leave 
out a number of his colleagues, but is 
this because the Treasury Secretary 
simply targeted other individuals or 
because the unnamed officials turned 
state’s evidence, earning themselves an 
exemption from the U.S. sanctions? 

No one in the CCP will ever know for 
sure. 

By the same token, everyone covered 
by this bill has an incentive to turn 
against the politburo if they determine 
to take aggressive action in violation 
of their commitments against Taiwan 
before it is too late for them and they 
see their finances laid bare. 

The legislation treats the CCP like 
the kleptocratic centrally planned 
Communist state that it is. It is the 
same way we frequently have defeated 
organized crime, sowing distrust and 
paranoia. We must do the same in Bei-
jing if China moves against Taiwan. 

Mr. Speaker, as Mr. SHERMAN noted, 
no one wishes to see conflict involving 
Taiwan, but we want to deter China 
from their worst instincts of poten-
tially taking hostile actions. We must 
signal those consequences clearly and 
early. 

Earlier this summer, Taiwan re-
corded 66 Chinese military planes oper-
ating around the island setting a sin-

gle-day record. Fifty-six of those air-
craft entered Taiwan’s air defense iden-
tification zone. 

Last month, Taiwan’s defense min-
istry reported to lawmakers in Taipei 
how Beijing is developing new weapons 
and tactics to pressure the island. It is 
up to Congress and the executive 
branch to communicate that war 
across the Taiwan Strait would destroy 
the global economy, impoverish the 
Chinese people, and now, thanks to 
H.R. 554, impose significant personal 
costs for the Chinese elite and high- 
ranking CCP members, but the time to 
do this is before the outbreak of any 
threats or hostilities. 

Again, I thank Chairwoman KIM and 
my colleagues on the Financial Serv-
ices Committee for endorsing this leg-
islation during its markup. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all our colleagues 
to support this bill with a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the gentlewoman 
from California in a parallel career. 
She is our chair of the Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific. 
I was once chair of that subcommittee, 
and we both serve on two committees: 
Financial Services, Foreign Affairs. 
She has reflected an understanding of 
our situation with China, and that sit-
uation is that we don’t want to respond 
to an invasion or blockade of Taiwan. 
We want to prevent an invasion or 
blockade of Taiwan. 

The way to do that is on three levels. 
Most important and most expensive for 
the United States is that we have very 
substantial military capacities in the 
South China Sea and the Pacific in 
general. We have spent much time on 
this floor and literally hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars developing that capac-
ity. 

Second, and an element that Con-
gress should explore, is that we need to 
have locked into statute broad-based 
and immediate economic consequences 
to the entire Chinese economy if, God 
forbid, their government invades or 
blockades. That is why I am seeking 
cosponsors for legislation that would 
say in the case of such an invasion or 
blockade, China would lose its MFN 
status. 

Third, in addition to the military and 
the broad economic, we need the fo-
cused, personal economic con-
sequences. That is what this bill does. 
It provides that if China were to take 
such action against Taiwan as to trig-
ger the section 3(c) of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act that we would take two ac-
tions against their top officials. 

b 1500 

First, we would name and shame. We 
would publicize their assets, wherever 
they may be in the world. Then, sec-
ond, we would deny them and their im-
mediate families access to the Amer-
ican financial system. 

It is time for China to give up the 
idea of intimidating the people of Tai-
wan and to recognize that America’s 

response will involve the military, will 
involve broad-based economic response, 
and will involve very personal eco-
nomic disclosures and response. 

That is the way to prevent what 
could cause an incredible disruption in 
the world and even possibly a world 
war. That is why Beijing needs to look 
at this bill and everything else that 
America would do and decide to put 
aside the idea of invading or block-
ading Taiwan. 

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation and yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank my colleague, the gentleman 
from California, for his support of this 
very important bill, and I thank Mr. 
HILL for his outstanding leadership and 
for introducing this thoughtful legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 554, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of the Taiwan Conflict 
Deterrence Act, H.R. 554, first and foremost, 
because it underscores support for Taiwan, a 
true democracy and bastion of freedom in the 
Chinese-speaking world, and an example to 
which the repressed people of China can as-
pire. 

Secondly, however, this bill would illuminate 
the extent to which the Chinese Communist 
Party, centered around Xi Jinping, is a gang of 
thieves who have exploited the Chinese peo-
ple struggling to make ends meet in a ‘‘9–9– 
6 economy—working 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. six days 
a week for a pittance with no job security. 

All while Xi Jinping himself has amassed a 
Putin-like fortune. 

We know that in 2012, when he was on the 
cusp of assuming supreme power, he had al-
ready squirreled away corporate investments 
worth approximately $375 million. 

Since then, it is estimated that his wealth 
has grown by leaps and bounds. 

No wonder then that the Chinese govern-
ment has lobbied extensively against the re-
lease of a long-delayed report by the Director 
of National Intelligence on the corrupt wealth 
of Xi and his Politburo cronies. They know that 
revelation of their ill-gotten gains undermines 
the Communist Party’s so-called claims to rev-
olutionary legitimacy. 

The report that this bill calls for would also 
strip away any vestiges of Xi Jinping’s claim to 
being an anti-corruption reformer. He never 
was. When he went against party rival Bo Xilai 
at the beginning of his regime, he was using 
‘‘anti-corruption’’ as a weapon. 

Sadly, many in America at the time called 
him a ‘‘rule-of-law’’ reformer. That was com-
pletely wrong. Xi never believed in rule-of-law; 
it was always ‘‘rule-by-law’’—the dictates of 
the Chinese Communist Party and Xi Jinping 
cloaked in law that was selectively enforced. 

For all these reasons, I urge my colleagues 
to support this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
KIM) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 554, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
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rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPEAL REQUIREMENT FOR CON-
GRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERV-
ICE TO PREPARE ANNOTATED 
CONSTITUTION AND SUPPLE-
MENTS IN HARDBOUND VERSION 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7592) to direct the Librarian of 
Congress to promote the more cost-ef-
fective, efficient, and expanded avail-
ability of the Annotated Constitution 
and pocket-part supplements by replac-
ing the hardbound versions with digital 
versions. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7592 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REPEAL REQUIREMENT FOR CON-

GRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE 
TO PREPARE ANNOTATED CON-
STITUTION AND SUPPLEMENTS IN 
HARDBOUND VERSION. 

(a) REPEAL.—The first section of Public 
Law 91–589 (2 U.S.C. 168) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘the Librarian of Congress’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(a) subject to subsection (b), 
the Librarian of Congress’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b)(1) Upon the completion of the October 
2031 term of the Supreme Court and upon the 
completion of each tenth October term of the 
Supreme Court thereafter, the Librarian of 
Congress shall have prepared a digital decen-
nial revised edition of the Constitution An-
notated, which shall contain annotations of 
all decisions theretofore rendered by the Su-
preme Court construing provisions of the 
Constitution, in place of the hardbound de-
cennial revised edition of the Constitution 
Annotated described in subsection (a)(3). 

‘‘(2) Upon the completion of the October 
2023 term of the Supreme Court and upon the 
completion of each subsequent October term 
of the Supreme Court beginning in an odd- 
numbered year (the final digit of which is 
not a 1), the Librarian shall have prepared a 
digital cumulative pocket-part supplement 
to the most recent decennial revised edition 
of the Constitution Annotated, which shall 
contain cumulative annotations of all such 
decisions rendered by the Supreme Court 
which were not included in the most recent 
revised edition of the Constitution Anno-
tated, in place of the hardbound editions of 
the cumulative pocket-part supplement de-
scribed in subsection (a)(4).’’. 

(b) ENSURING AVAILABILITY OF DIGITAL 
VERSIONS.—Section 2 of Public Law 91–589 (2 
U.S.C. 168a) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘All hardbound’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘(a) All hardbound’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b)(1) The digital decennial revised edi-
tions of the Constitution Annotated prepared 
under subsection (b)(1) of the first section of 
this Joint Resolution and the digital cumu-
lative pocket-part supplements prepared 
under subsection (b)(2) of the first section of 
this Joint Resolution shall be available at a 
public website of the Library of Congress. 

‘‘(2) The Librarian of Congress shall ensure 
the continuing availability of the documents 
referred to in paragraph (1) to Congress and 
the public.’’. 

(c) REPEAL OF ADDITIONAL PRINTING RE-
QUIREMENTS.— 

(1) MANDATORY PRINTING OF ADDITIONAL 
COPIES.—Section 3 of Public Law 91–589 (2 
U.S.C. 168b) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘There shall be printed’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(a) There shall be printed’’; 
and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b) Subsection (a) does not apply after 
completion of the October 2023 term of the 
Supreme Court, and the Librarian of Con-
gress shall provide the decennial revised edi-
tions of the Constitution Annotated and the 
cumulative pocket part supplements pre-
pared under this Joint Resolution exclu-
sively in a digital format available at a pub-
lic website of the Library of Congress.’’. 

(2) PRINTING OF ADDITIONAL COPIES PURSU-
ANT TO CONCURRENT RESOLUTION.—Section 4 
of Public Law 91–589 (2 U.S.C. 168c) is re-
pealed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. KILMER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill, 
H.R. 7592. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 7592. Today, Congress will save 
taxpayers $5 million. Yes, you heard 
me correctly: Congress will save tax-
payer dollars today. 

While our Nation is running $32 tril-
lion in debt, and we have a long way to 
go to get our country back on track, 
this is a good policy. It will save tax-
payers money. 

We do this by getting rid of the stat-
utory requirement to print hardbound 
copies of the Constitution Annotated, 
or CONAN, as it is better known today. 

An easily accessible and up-to-date 
online version of it already exists and 
is already used by millions of Ameri-
cans. Continuing to print hardbound 
copies not only wastes taxpayer dol-
lars, but it also wastes the time of CRS 
staff, who could better support the 
more pressing work of Congress. 

It is a positive step in modernizing 
Congress. At the beginning of the 118th 
Congress, the Committee on House Ad-
ministration took the important step 
of working to modernize how Congress 
works. The Modernization Sub-
committee is led by Chairwoman 
STEPHANIE BICE and Ranking Member 
DEREK KILMER. The subcommittee is 
bringing good ideas to life by focusing 
on what we can do to make Congress a 
more effective and efficient institu-
tion. 

I have argued that the work of mod-
ernizing Congress extends to Congress’ 

support agencies. They need to work in 
a way that reflects how today’s Con-
gress works. 

The CONAN print requirement re-
flects how Congress worked 50 years 
ago, before the internet even existed. 
Today, the rules don’t make much 
sense. 

We do ourselves a disservice when we 
require CRS to do work that is no 
longer necessary, no longer meets our 
needs. The more Congress can do to op-
timize tremendous resources like CRS, 
the better off Congress is, and H.R. 7592 
moves us toward that goal. 

I recognize Modernization Sub-
committee Chairwoman STEPHANIE 
BICE, who, along with subcommittee 
Ranking Member DEREK KILMER, Rep-
resentative CAREY, and Representative 
MORELLE, introduced this measure and 
worked on a bipartisan basis to bring it 
to the floor today. 

I also recognize Chairwoman BICE for 
demonstrating that subcommittees 
have an important role to play in the 
legislative process. This was the first 
time in 31 years that a subcommittee 
of the House Administration Com-
mittee held a markup. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the 
hard work that went into this impor-
tant measure, and I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting H.R. 7592. I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to stand be-
fore you today to speak about two bills 
that have come from the Moderniza-
tion Subcommittee, which encompass 
the select committee’s mission to 
make Congress work better for the 
American people. Each of these bills 
addresses a problem or challenge we 
identified through the Select Com-
mittee on the Modernization of Con-
gress. 

I thank our subcommittee chair, 
STEPHANIE BICE, and our subcommittee 
colleagues, JOE MORELLE and MIKE 
CAREY, for their bipartisan partnership 
on these bills, too, as well as our full 
committee chairman, BRYAN STEIL. 

As many of you know, the Congres-
sional Research Service, or CRS, mis-
sion is to provide timely, objective, 
and authoritative research and anal-
ysis to Congress, its Members, commit-
tees, and staff. 

The policy proposals we put forth are 
better for CRS’ involvement and sup-
port of us. That is why our sub-
committee took it very seriously when 
CRS’ interim director, Robert Newlen, 
approached us about a few challenges 
CRS was having and ways we could 
help. 

In the select committee, we rec-
ommended congressional committees 
consider the authorities for congres-
sional support agencies and identify 
those that need updating. H.R. 7592 and 
our next bill, H.R. 7593, are perfect ex-
amples of this. 

Under existing law, the Library of 
Congress is required to produce 
hardbound copies of the Constitution 
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with annotations, also referred to as 
CONAN. 

You actually have to be as strong as 
Conan to lift this. My mother tells me 
that at birth, I was 6 pounds, 8 ounces. 
This is 8 pounds, 14 ounces, so it is 
larger than small DEREK KILMER. 

The task of printing this behemoth 
has fallen to CRS, and the most recent 
CONAN print cost $1 million per year 
to print, not to mention the consider-
able staff time and attention spent for-
matting, printing, and distributing 
said books. 

The law requiring printed CONAN 
copies predated widespread internet ac-
cess. Since 2019, the Library of Con-
gress and CRS have made this same in-
formation available online, free of cost, 
with the added benefit of real-time up-
dates that just aren’t possible with 
printed books. 

This bill simply replaces the require-
ment for the Library of Congress and 
CRS to prepare hardbound versions of 
the CONAN and replaces it with a re-
quirement to prepare digital versions 
and publish them online instead, as 
they already have been doing. 

Through this bill, the American peo-
ple can receive better and more up-to- 
date information online. We can save 
taxpayer dollars and valuable CRS 
staff capacity. We can eliminate the 8 
pounds and 14 ounces of print. I person-
ally would like to eliminate 8 pounds 
and 14 ounces after the weight I have 
gained over the August recess. 

I think this is a commonsense bill, 
and I thank my colleague, Chairwoman 
BICE, for her leadership on this. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as she may consume to the gen-
tlewoman from Oklahoma (Mrs. BICE) 
to speak on the bill. 

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Speaker, as was men-
tioned by my colleague Mr. KILMER, 
this is the Constitution Annotated, or 
CONAN, as it is better known today. 
Its origins date back to 1797 when Con-
gress passed legislation requiring that 
every Member of Congress be provided 
a copy of the Constitution. 

These copies were then expanded to 
include Supreme Court case citations 
so that Members could see which 
clauses of the Constitution the Court 
used to decide those cases. 

As the number of citations grew, 
Members became frustrated with the 
new format. The hundreds of citations 
listed under each clause of the Con-
stitution were useless to most of them 
because they had no idea what the 
cases were about and what questions 
were before the Court. 

In 1921, Congress passed a resolution 
requiring reprints of the Constitution 
to include explanatory language that 
would make sense of all the case cita-
tions throughout. This requirement 
made the reprints much more useful to 
the Members, and the format created 
then is one that is still used today. 

Initially, CONAN was printed every 
10 years or so, but by 1970, Members 

began to complain that it was outdated 
almost as soon as it was printed. They 
addressed this by passing a resolution 
requiring that a paperbound supple-
ment to CONAN be printed every 2 
years, in addition to printing the 
hardbound version of the CONAN every 
10. 

Since 1972, that is what we have done: 
Print a hardbound version of CONAN 
every 10 years and a paperbound sup-
plement every 2. 

CONAN obviously has a rich history 
dating back over two centuries. The 
Constitution provides the framework 
for our government, and understanding 
that framework and how the Supreme 
Court has applied it to its decisions 
over the years is as essential today as 
it was over 200 years ago. 

Nothing about H.R. 7592 erases or 
changes this important history. In 
fact, the legislative history of CONAN 
makes it clear that Congress has con-
sistently prioritized up-to-date inter-
pretation and analysis of court cases, 
and this resolution honors that long-
standing tradition. 

Today, people rely on digital sources 
for the most up-to-date information. 
This is true whether we are talking 
about breaking news, airfares, res-
taurant reviews, or Supreme Court 
case citations. 

CONAN is a case in point. According 
to the GPO, the number of print copies 
of CONAN requested in 2012 by the 
House, Senate, and Joint Committee 
on Printing was just over 1,000. Ten 
years later, in 2022, the number of re-
quested copies dropped to just 659. 

It is no coincidence that this drop in 
requests for the hardbound version of 
CONAN coincides with the 2019 launch 
of a digital version of CONAN. 

Over the past 5 years, the CONAN 
website has become an invaluable re-
source to individuals, citizens, schools, 
libraries, and, of course, Congress. The 
user-friendly site has received more 
than 28 million visits since it was cre-
ated and features hundreds of pages of 
constitutional analysis and content. 

The site is publicly accessible, easy 
to search, and provides links to Su-
preme Court decisions. Perhaps most 
importantly, it is updated in real time 
by CRS. 

All of this raises the question of why 
we are wasting taxpayer dollars print-
ing this giant hardcover version of 
CONAN along with paperbound supple-
ments when a superior digital version 
already exists. 

According to the CBO, replacing this 
version of CONAN with a digital 
version would reduce the Library of 
Congress’ operating costs by millions 
over the next few years. 

Eliminating the print requirement 
will also eliminate inefficient use of 
CRS staff time. In addition to updating 
the online version of CONAN in real 
time, CRS staff have to spend countless 
hours formatting and paginating the 
print version of CONAN. A more effi-
cient CRS ultimately benefits Congress 
and, in turn, our constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, replacing the CONAN 
print requirement with a digital re-
quirement is a no-brainer. The digital 
version provides Members and other 
users with the most up-to-date infor-
mation and analysis available at a sig-
nificant cost savings for taxpayers. 

History shows that Congress has con-
sistently taken steps to ensure that 
CONAN meets the evolving needs of 
Members and other users. Passing this 
legislation is a logical next step in 
maintaining CONAN’s relevancy and 
usefulness, both to Congress and to the 
American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 7592. 

b 1515 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
have any additional speakers, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I again 
thank the gentlewoman from Okla-
homa (Mrs. BICE), the Modernization 
Subcommittee chairwoman, for her 
leadership on this measure that will 
save taxpayer dollars. 

I also recognize, once again, the sub-
committee ranking member Mr. KIL-
MER as well as Mr. CAREY and Mr. 
MORELLE. I urge all of my colleagues 
who want to save taxpayers $5 million 
to vote in support of H.R. 7592. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
STEIL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7592. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MODERNIZING THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE’S 
ACCESS TO DATA ACT 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7593) to enhance the authority of 
the Director of the Congressional Re-
search Service to obtain information 
directly from agencies of the Federal 
government. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7593 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Modernizing 
the Congressional Research Service’s Access 
to Data Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ACCESS OF CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH 

SERVICE TO GOVERNMENT INFOR-
MATION. 

(a) DIRECT ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—Sec-
tion 203 of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 166) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (k); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(j)(1) In carrying out the duties and func-
tions of the Congressional Research Service 
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under subsection (d), the Director is author-
ized to secure books, records, correspond-
ence, memoranda, papers, documents, secure 
information, and other data in all forms di-
rectly from the various departments, agen-
cies, and establishments of the executive 
branch of the Government and the regu-
latory agencies and commissions of the Gov-
ernment as the Director determines to be 
necessary to carry out the request, and all 
such departments, agencies, establishments, 
and regulatory agencies and commissions 
shall furnish the Director with all such 
available material in a timely manner. 

‘‘(2) With respect to books, records, cor-
respondence, memoranda, papers, docu-
ments, secure information, and other data in 
all forms obtained under paragraph (1), the 
Director shall maintain the same level of 
confidentiality as is required by law of the 
department, agency, establishment, or regu-
latory agency or commission from which it 
is obtained. Officers and employees of the 
Congressional Research Service shall be sub-
ject to the same statutory penalties for un-
authorized disclosure or use as officers or 
employees of the department, agency, estab-
lishment, or regulatory agency or commis-
sion from which it is obtained.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
203(d)(1) of such Act (2 U.S.C. 166(d)(1)) is 
amended in the matter following subpara-
graph (C) by striking ‘‘and in the perform-
ance of this duty’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘comply with such request;’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. KILMER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 7593, 
the Modernizing the Congressional Re-
search Service’s Access to Data Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

7593, the Modernizing the Congres-
sional Research Service’s Access to 
Data Act. 

Congress is a dynamic institution. 
The way it operates today is different 
from how it operated 50 years ago. It is 
probably safe to say that 50 years from 
now, Congress will look quite different 
than it does once again today. 

The Committee on House Adminis-
tration is working to modernize Con-
gress. The Subcommittee on Mod-
ernization’s mandate is to improve and 
update how Congress works on behalf 
of the American people. There is no ex-
piration date on this work. Because so-
ciety evolves, Congress must do the 
same. 

Congress must be capable of contin-
ually adapting to address both the 
issues of the day and Americans’ needs. 
As Congress evolves, its support agen-
cies must do the same. They must be 
capable of working in a way that re-
flects how Congress works. 

It has been over 50 years since Con-
gress updated CRS’ authorizing stat-
ute, and much has changed since then 
in terms of how Congress operates. The 
Federal policy landscape has grown 
more and more complex, and back 
home Americans are confronting a vast 
range of challenges and are increas-
ingly seeking our help. 

As a result, Members are relying on 
CRS more than ever for supporting 
their legislative and representational 
duties. In order for CRS to meet the 
growing demand, it needs quick access 
to current and reliable data and infor-
mation. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 7593 fulfills this 
need. It updates CRS’ statute to ensure 
that the agency can request data and 
information from Federal agencies to 
support its work on behalf of Congress. 
To be clear, we are talking about infor-
mation and data that Congress and its 
support agencies have an established 
right to access. 

This change to the statute reflects 
how Congress has changed over the 
past five decades and will greatly im-
prove CRS’ ability to support how we 
work today. I have advocated for a 
more modern CRS, and this measure 
fits into those efforts. 

I thank the Modernization Sub-
committee chairwoman STEPHANIE 
BICE for her leadership in bringing H.R. 
7593 forward and more generally for her 
efforts to improve and modernize CRS. 
I also thank the Modernization Sub-
committee ranking member, DEREK 
KILMER, as well as Representatives 
CAREY and MORELLE for their bipar-
tisan support of this measure. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
strengthening CRS by supporting H.R. 
7593, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

The second bill we are considering 
today from the Modernization Sub-
committee is H.R. 7593, the Modern-
izing the Congressional Research Serv-
ice’s Access to Data Act, which aims to 
address issues regarding CRS’ access to 
Federal data. 

As with the first bill, CRS itself has 
asked for this change, and it is a 
change that will again help the agency 
keep up with the times. When CRS’ 
statute was developed in the 1970s, it 
stated that Federal agencies need to 
comply with data requests from Con-
gress to serve congressional commit-
tees, and it mentions that CRS is re-
sponsible for otherwise assisting offices 
with informational requests, too. This 
stems from the committee-centric na-
ture of Congress at the time. 

However, given the lack of explicit 
reference to personal offices, CRS indi-
cated to the Modernization Sub-
committee that they, at times, have 
struggled to access necessary informa-
tion from Federal agencies to execute 
their mission of serving committees 
and individual personal offices alike. 

CRS should be able to update reports 
on nationally significant issues 

proactively and simultaneously re-
spond to specific Member office re-
quests. Additionally, their access 
should be on par with that provided to 
other legislative branch support agen-
cies, like the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, for example. 

Accordingly, this bill updates the 
material CRS can request from Federal 
agencies to cover CRS’ broad mission 
without the existing committee-spe-
cific limitation. The bill requires CRS 
to maintain the broad confidentiality 
protections for data as required by law 
of the agency providing the informa-
tion. It also ensures the CRS director 
themself would oversee the process of 
these Member-specific requests to en-
sure they align with CRS’ long-stand-
ing objective, nonpartisan mission, and 
that they would not create additional 
burdens for Federal agencies. 

It matters to me, to our Moderniza-
tion Subcommittee, and hopefully to 
all my colleagues here that CRS has 
the Federal data resources it needs to 
do its job, to serve Congress as we 
serve the people we represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as she may consume to the gen-
tlewoman from Oklahoma (Mrs. BICE) 
to speak on this bill. 

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 7593, the Mod-
ernizing the Congressional Research 
Service’s Access to Data Act. 

In order for Congress to fulfill its Ar-
ticle I obligations and act as the first 
among coequal branches of government 
as the Framers intended, its support 
agencies need to be fully equipped to 
assist Congress in all of its legislative 
and representative duties. 

When our support agencies falter, we 
falter, and it is incumbent upon us to 
fix what is not working. CRS is a case 
in point. The agency is bound by stat-
ute to outdated rules that do not re-
flect how Congress works today. 

CRS’ statute was last updated in 1970, 
and back then committees were very 
much at the center of the policy-
making process. The agency’s author-
ity to request data and information 
from Federal agencies reflected that 
reality. Requests for data and informa-
tion could only be made to support the 
work of committees. 

More than five decades later, CRS 
continues to operate under this narrow 
and outdated request authority. Con-
gress has evolved as an institution, but 
in many ways CRS has not. Its ability 
to fully support today’s Congress is 
hindered by a statute drafted to sup-
port yesterday’s Congress. 

Committees continue to play an im-
portant role in the legislative process, 
but so do Members. Members today are 
doing more work on behalf of their con-
stituents and relying more heavily on 
CRS for support. Whether they need 
data and information to better under-
stand and address a problem in their 
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district or in anticipation of an emerg-
ing policy debate, Members rely on 
CRS for its nonpartisan expertise. 

All of this work, for committees and 
for Members, depends on CRS having 
access to current and reliable data. It 
is the basis of the objective and in-
formed analysis on which Congress de-
pends to fulfill its Article I obligations. 

When Federal agencies are compelled 
to share data and information with 
CRS only when it is requested on be-
half of a committee, CRS is unable to 
fulfill its statutory obligation to sup-
port Congress in all of its duties. 

H.R. 7593 fixes this limitation by 
granting CRS the authority to secure 
information and data from Federal 
agencies, as necessary, to carry out 
congressional requests; not committee 
requests, but congressional requests. 

This fix is neither groundbreaking 
nor controversial. There is a nearly 
century-long chain of Supreme Court 
precedents that recognize the author-
ity of Congress and, by extension, the 
legislative support agencies, to gather 
information from the executive branch. 

In fact, GAO and CBO, CRS’ sister 
support agencies, already enjoy greater 
access authorities because, as Congress 
has added to their responsibilities, it 
has also provided them with the addi-
tional tools and authorities needed to 
carry out that additional work. 

Unfortunately, the same cannot be 
said for CRS. The agency’s work has 
expanded tremendously since the 1970s, 
but Congress has failed to pair its extra 
responsibilities with extra support. 

In granting CRS greater access, this 
bill requires CRS to maintain the same 
level of confidentiality for the data and 
information it receives, as is required 
by law of the agency from which it ob-
tained. Any CRS employee who vio-
lates this requirement will be subject 
to the same statutory penalties that an 
employee of a providing agency would 
face. These provisions, it should be 
noted, mirror CBO’s rigorous confiden-
tiality authorities. 

CRS has a long-established record of 
not making inappropriate or overly ex-
pansive information and data requests. 
Nothing about this resolution changes 
that. The agency routinely engages in 
an internal consultation process to en-
sure that requests are properly scoped 
and tailored. Maintaining these guard-
rails around its requests helps CRS 
properly evaluate the potential ways 
that data and information may be 
used. 

The agency’s strict adherence to its 
statutory mandate to advise and assist 
Congress without partisan bias has and 
will continue to guide its requests. 

Updating CRS’ statute to better re-
flect how Congress works today is an 
Article I strengthening endeavor. It 
does not concern politics or partisan-
ship. It concerns institutions, plain and 
simple. 

When CRS is unable to fully support 
Congress, Congress cannot fully act as 
a coequal branch of government, and 
when CRS is unable to fully support us 

as Members in our legislative and rep-
resentational duties, we are unable to 
fully support our constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, I think we can all agree 
that both of these scenarios are unac-
ceptable. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H.R. 7593. 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
have any additional speakers. If the 
chairman is prepared to close, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I again 
thank the Modernization Sub-
committee chairwoman, STEPHANIE 
BICE, for her leadership on this meas-
ure. I also thank Ranking Member KIL-
MER, as well as Representatives CAREY 
and MORELLE. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
7593, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBER of Texas). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 7593. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF CONGRES-
SIONAL OBSERVER ACCESS ACT 
OF 2023 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6513) to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to confirm the require-
ment that States allow access to des-
ignated congressional election observ-
ers to observe the election administra-
tion procedures in congressional elec-
tions. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6513 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Confirmation Of Congressional Observer 
Access Act of 2023’’ or the ‘‘COCOA Act of 
2023’’. 

(b) FINDINGS RELATING TO CONGRESSIONAL 
ELECTION OBSERVERS.—Congress finds the 
following: 

(1) Article 1, section 5, clause 1 of the Con-
stitution grants Congress the authority to 
‘‘be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualifications of its own Members’’. 

(2) The House of Representatives serves as 
the final arbiter over any contest to the 
seating of any putative Member-elect. 

(3) Congress has exercised this authority— 
and responsibility—since our Nation’s very 
beginning, from the First Congress through 
the One Hundred Eighteenth Congress. Over 
our history, election contests have remained 
a normal and regular part of the biennial 
process for electing, recognizing, and seating 
new Members. Although Congress has opted 
to revise the statutory framework by which 
it considers election contests, consideration 
of such contests has been a regular and re-
curring part of Congress’ constitutional pre-
rogatives and work. For example, across our 

Nation’s history, more than approximately 
610 elections have been contested in the 
House—an average of more than 5 per Con-
gress. Indeed, even discounting the Recon-
struction period and its surge in election 
contests, there have been 110 contested elec-
tion cases considered in the House since 
1933—an average of more than 2 contests per 
Congress. 

(4) These election contest procedures are 
contained in the precedents of each House of 
Congress. Further, for the House of Rep-
resentatives the procedures exist under the 
Federal Contested Elections Act. 

(5) For decades, the House of Representa-
tives has appointed its staff to watch the ad-
ministration of congressional elections in 
the States and territories. Critically, con-
gressional observers serve to gather real- 
time information and data for the House in 
anticipation of an election contest being 
filed. 
SEC. 2. ACCESS FOR CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION 

OBSERVERS. 
(a) ACCESS REQUIRED.—Title III of the Help 

America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081 et 
seq.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 304 and 305 as 
sections 305 and 306; and 

(2) by inserting after section 303 the fol-
lowing new section: 
‘‘SEC. 304. ACCESS FOR CONGRESSIONAL ELEC-

TION OBSERVERS. 
‘‘(a) FINDING OF CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHOR-

ITY.—Congress finds that, regardless of legis-
lative action, it has the authority to send 
congressional election observers to observe 
polling locations, any location where proc-
essing, scanning, tabulating, canvassing, re-
counting, auditing, or certifying voting re-
sults is occurring, or any other part of the 
process associated with elections for Federal 
office under the authorities granted under 
article 1, section 5, clause 1 and article 1, 
section 4, clause 1 of the Constitution of the 
United States. Procedures described herein 
do not establish any new authorities or pro-
cedures with respect to Congress’ constitu-
tional authority to observe congressional 
elections but are provided simply to permit a 
convenient statutory reference for existing 
congressional authority and activity. 

‘‘(b) REQUIRING STATES TO PROVIDE ACCESS 
FOR OBSERVERS.— 

‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—A State shall provide 
each individual who is acting as a designated 
congressional election observer for an elec-
tion for Federal office with full access to 
clearly observe all elements of election ad-
ministration procedures, including, but not 
limited to, access to any area in which a bal-
lot is cast, processed, scanned, tabulated, 
canvassed, recounted, audited, or certified, 
including during pre- and post-election pro-
cedures. 

‘‘(2) RESTRICTIONS ON ACTIVITIES OF OBSERV-
ERS.—No designated congressional election 
observer may handle a ballot or election 
equipment (whether voting or nonvoting or 
whether tabulating or nontabulating), advo-
cate for any position or candidate, take any 
action to reduce ballot secrecy or voter pri-
vacy, take any action to interfere with the 
ability of a voter to cast a ballot or an elec-
tion administrator to carry the administra-
tor’s duties, or otherwise interfere with the 
election administration process. 

‘‘(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall prohibit a designated con-
gressional election observer from asking 
questions of an election administrator, elec-
tion official, or election worker, or any other 
State or local official. 

‘‘(c) CONDUCT OF OBSERVERS.— 
‘‘(1) REMOVAL.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORIZATION REMOVAL BY ELECTION 

OFFICIAL.—If a State or local election official 
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has a reasonable basis to believe that a des-
ignated congressional election observer has 
engaged in or imminently will engage in in-
timidation or deceptive practices prohibited 
by Federal law, or in the disruption of vot-
ing, processing, scanning, tabulating, can-
vassing, or recounting of ballots, or the cer-
tification of results, a State or local election 
official may remove that observer from the 
area involved. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE TO COMMITTEE.—If a designated 
congressional election observer is removed 
from an area under subparagraph (A), the 
election official shall— 

‘‘(i) inform the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on House Admin-
istration of the House of Representatives; 
and 

‘‘(ii) provide written notice detailing the 
reason or reasons the designated congres-
sional election observer was removed. 

‘‘(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes 
of this subsection, the mere presence of a 
designated congressional election observer 
during an observation of election adminis-
tration procedures, without any additional 
indicia supporting a reasonable basis for re-
moval, is not a sufficient reason for removal 
under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) RIGHT TO REPLACE OBSERVER.—If a des-
ignated congressional election observer is 
properly removed under subparagraph (A), 
the chair or ranking minority member of the 
Committee on House Administration of the 
House of Representatives, as appropriate, 
may send another designated congressional 
election observer as a replacement for the 
remaining duration of the observation of 
election administration procedures. 

‘‘(4) CLARIFICATION REGARDING APPLICA-
BILITY OF CODE OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT.—It is 
the sense of Congress that, because the Code 
of Official Conduct for the House of Rep-
resentatives (rule XXIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives) requires all em-
ployees of the House to behave at all times 
in a manner that reflects creditably on the 
House, an employee of the House who serves 
as a designated congressional election ob-
server is subject to the Code of Official Con-
duct in the employee’s role as such an ob-
server. 

‘‘(d) DESIGNATED CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION 
OBSERVER DESCRIBED.—In this section, a 
‘designated congressional election observer’ 
is a House employee (as contemplated by the 
Rules of the House of Representatives) who 
is designated in writing by the chair or rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
House Administration of the House of Rep-
resentatives, or the successor committee, to 
gather information with respect to an elec-
tion, including in the event that the election 
is contested in the House of Representatives 
and for other purposes permitted by article 
1, section 5, clause 1 and article 1, section 4, 
clause 1 of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

‘‘(e) STATE DEFINED.—In this section 
‘State’ means each of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT RELATING TO 
ENFORCEMENT.—Section 401 of such Act (52 
U.S.C. 21111) is amended by striking ‘‘and 
303’’ and inserting ‘‘303, and 304’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents of such Act is amended— 

(1) by redesignating the items relating to 
sections 304 and 305 as relating to sections 
305 and 306; and 

(2) by inserting after the item relating to 
section 303 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 304. Confirming access for congres-

sional election observers.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. KILMER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 6513, 
the COCOA Act of 2023. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in strong support of H.R. 

6513, the Confirmation of Congressional 
Observer Access Act, or the COCOA 
Act. Ensuring the fairness and accu-
racy of our elections is of utmost im-
portance for me as chairman of the 
Committee on House Administration. 

b 1530 
The Election Observer Program is 

one of the key ways my committee has 
worked to strengthen election adminis-
tration practices. 

Since 1933, there have been 110 con-
tested election cases considered in the 
House. This averages to over two con-
tests per Congress. 

During the 2020 election cycle, House 
election observers were deployed to 
Iowa’s Second District to oversee the 
administration of the election of our 
now-colleague, Representative 
MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS. 

She went on to win that contested 
race by only six votes, and trained 
House election observers were instru-
mental in collecting on-the-ground, 
factual information for Congress. 

The Constitution grants Congress the 
authority to be the ‘‘judge of the elec-
tions, returns, and qualifications of its 
own Members.’’ It is under this con-
stitutional authority that the House 
established the nonpartisan Election 
Observer Program. 

In the 2022 election cycle, observers 
were deployed to roughly 25 sites 
across the country. This long-running 
program has deployed trained congres-
sional staff as election observers to 
sites nationwide with close congres-
sional contests. 

Deploying election observers is much 
needed. Strong election integrity in-
creases confidence and participation in 
our elections, which is a good thing. 

Providing a statutory citation for 
these election observers to monitor 
election administration practices will 
achieve this goal. 

Elections are partisan, but the ad-
ministration of elections should never 
be partisan. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 6513. I am proud to say this 
measure is the by-product of bipartisan 
agreement. 

Article I, Section 5, Clause 1 of the 
Constitution grants Congress the au-
thority to be the ‘‘judge of the elec-
tions, returns, and qualifications of its 
own Members.’’ 

The House of Representatives serves 
as the final arbiter over any contest to 
the seating of any putative Member- 
elect. 

Simply put, this measure, H.R. 6513, 
confirms Congress’ constitutional au-
thority to designated congressional 
staff to observe election administra-
tion procedures in congressional elec-
tions. 

I am grateful to my colleague, Chair-
man STEIL, for agreeing to address sev-
eral concerns raised in committee with 
an earlier version of the text. 

For example, we were able to agree 
on the need to preserve the authority 
of local election officials to remove an 
observer who is being disruptive or 
interfering with the elections process, 
as well as the additional language stat-
ing our sense that all House employees 
deployed as observers must adhere to 
the Code of Official Conduct while serv-
ing in this role. 

It is important to balance trans-
parency with security, and at a time 
when election officials across the coun-
try have raised concerns about safety, 
security, and privacy, we should hold 
ourselves and our staff to the highest 
standards. 

We are glad to have worked with 
Chairman STEIL and his staff to reach 
a bipartisan agreement. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6513, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CAREY) to speak 
on the bill. 

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of my bill, H.R. 6513, the 
Confirmation of Congressional Ob-
server Access Act, or COCOA Act of 
2023. It will provide a statutory cita-
tion for the long-running, nonpartisan 
Election Observer Program. 

This program has trained and 
equipped congressional staff to serve as 
election observers during close election 
contests. 

As we have seen or just heard, elec-
tion contests can come down to just six 
votes. 

This critical program adds the added 
layer of accountability for the Amer-
ican people during those close contests. 

Ensuring our elections are fair, fac-
tual, and accurate is of utmost impor-
tance. 

I have been proud to work with my 
colleagues on the Committee on House 
Administration this Congress to 
strengthen our Nation’s elections. 

This program is a strong election in-
tegrity measure, and I encourage all of 
my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the lead sponsor of the bill, Mr. CAREY, 
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both for his leadership on this bill and 
for his partnership on the Moderniza-
tion Subcommittee. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I further 
encourage the strong support of H.R. 
6513, the Confirmation of Congressional 
Observer Access Act. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes,’’ and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
STEIL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6513. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BIOSECURE ACT 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 8333) to prohibit contracting with 
certain biotechnology providers, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8333 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘BIOSECURE 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON CONTRACTING WITH 

CERTAIN BIOTECHNOLOGY PRO-
VIDERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The head of an executive 
agency may not— 

(1) procure or obtain any biotechnology 
equipment or service produced or provided 
by a biotechnology company of concern; or 

(2) enter into a contract or extend or renew 
a contract with any entity that— 

(A) uses biotechnology equipment or serv-
ices produced or provided by a biotechnology 
company of concern and acquired after the 
applicable effective date in subsection (c) in 
performance of the contract with the execu-
tive agency; or 

(B) enters into any contract the perform-
ance of which such entity knows or has rea-
son to believe will require, in performance of 
the contract with the executive agency, the 
use of biotechnology equipment or services 
produced or provided by a biotechnology 
company of concern and acquired after the 
applicable effective date in subsection (c). 

(b) PROHIBITION ON LOAN AND GRANT 
FUNDS.—The head of an executive agency 
may not obligate or expend loan or grant 
funds to, and a loan or grant recipient may 
not use loan or grant funds to— 

(1) procure, obtain, or use any bio-
technology equipment or services produced 
or provided by a biotechnology company of 
concern; or 

(2) enter into a contract or extend or renew 
a contract with an entity described in sub-
section (a)(2). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) CERTAIN ENTITIES.—With respect to the 

biotechnology companies of concern covered 
by subsection (f)(2)(A), the prohibitions 
under subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-

fect 60 days after the issuance of the regula-
tion in subsection (h). 

(2) OTHER ENTITIES.—With respect to the 
biotechnology companies of concern covered 
by subsection (f)(2)(B), the prohibitions 
under subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect 180 days after the issuance of the regula-
tion in subsection (h). 

(3) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
(A) CERTAIN ENTITIES.—Prior to January 1, 

2032, with respect to biotechnology compa-
nies of concern covered by subsections 
(f)(2)(A), subsections (a)(2) and (b)(2) shall 
not apply to biotechnology equipment or 
services produced or provided under a con-
tract or agreement, including previously ne-
gotiated contract options, entered into be-
fore the effective date under paragraph (1). 

(B) OTHER ENTITIES.—Prior to the date that 
is five years after the issuance of the regula-
tion in subsection (h) that identifies a bio-
technology company of concern covered by 
subsections (f)(2)(B), subsections (a)(2) and 
(b)(2) shall not apply to biotechnology equip-
ment or services produced or provided under 
a contract or agreement, including pre-
viously negotiated contract options, entered 
into before the effective date under para-
graph (2). 

(C) SAFE HARBOR.—The term ‘‘bio-
technology equipment or services produced 
or provided by a biotechnology company of 
concern’’ shall not be construed to refer to 
any biotechnology equipment or services 
that were formerly, but are no longer, pro-
duced or provided by biotechnology compa-
nies of concern. 

(d) WAIVER AUTHORITIES.— 
(1) SPECIFIC BIOTECHNOLOGY EXCEPTION.— 
(A) WAIVER.—The head of the applicable 

executive agency may waive the prohibition 
under subsections (a) and (b) on a case-by- 
case basis— 

(i) with the approval of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of Defense; and 

(ii) if such head submits a notification and 
justification to the appropriate congres-
sional committees not later than 30 days 
after granting such waiver. 

(B) DURATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), a waiver granted under subpara-
graph (A) shall last for a period of not more 
than 365 days. 

(ii) EXTENSION.—The head of the applicable 
executive agency, with the approval of the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, and in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense, may extend a waiver 
granted under subparagraph (A) one time, for 
a period up to 180 days after the date on 
which the waiver would otherwise expire, if 
such an extension is in the national security 
interests of the United States and if such 
head submits a notification and justification 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
not later than 10 days after granting such 
waiver extension. 

(2) OVERSEAS HEALTH CARE SERVICES.—The 
head of an executive agency may waive the 
prohibitions under subsections (a) and (b) 
with respect to a contract, subcontract, or 
transaction for the acquisition or provision 
of health care services overseas on a case-by- 
case basis— 

(A) if the head of such executive agency de-
termines that the waiver is— 

(i) necessary to support the mission or ac-
tivities of the employees of such executive 
agency described in subsection (e)(2)(A); and 

(ii) in the interest of the United States; 
(B) with the approval of the Director of the 

Office of Management and Budget, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense; and 

(C) if such head submits a notification and 
justification to the appropriate congres-

sional committees not later than 30 days 
after granting such waiver. 

(e) EXCEPTIONS.—The prohibitions under 
subsections (a) and (b) shall not apply to— 

(1) any activity subject to the reporting re-
quirements under title V of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or 
any authorized intelligence activities of the 
United States; 

(2) the acquisition or provision of health 
care services overseas for— 

(A) employees of the United States, includ-
ing members of the uniformed services (as 
defined in section 101(a) of title 10, United 
States Code), whose official duty stations are 
located overseas or are on permissive tem-
porary duty travel overseas; or 

(B) employees of contractors or sub-
contractors of the United States— 

(i) who are performing under a contract 
that directly supports the missions or activi-
ties of individuals described in subparagraph 
(A); and 

(ii) whose primary duty stations are lo-
cated overseas or are on permissive tem-
porary duty travel overseas; or 

(3) the acquisition, use, or distribution of 
human multiomic data, lawfully compiled, 
that is commercially or publicly available. 

(f) EVALUATION OF CERTAIN BIOTECHNOLOGY 
ENTITIES.— 

(1) ENTITY CONSIDERATION.—Not later than 
365 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall publish a list of 
the entities that constitute biotechnology 
companies of concern based on a list of sug-
gested entities that shall be provided by the 
Secretary of Defense in coordination with 
the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Director of National Intel-
ligence, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
the Secretary of State, and the National 
Cyber Director. 

(2) BIOTECHNOLOGY COMPANIES OF CONCERN 
DEFINED.—The term ‘‘biotechnology com-
pany of concern’’ means— 

(A) BGI, MGI, Complete Genomics, WuXi 
AppTec, and WuXi Biologics; 

(B) any entity that is determined by the 
process established in paragraph (1) to meet 
the following criteria— 

(i) is subject to the administrative govern-
ance structure, direction, control, or oper-
ates on behalf of the government of a foreign 
adversary; 

(ii) is to any extent involved in the manu-
facturing, distribution, provision, or pro-
curement of a biotechnology equipment or 
service; and 

(iii) poses a risk to the national security of 
the United States based on— 

(I) engaging in joint research with, being 
supported by, or being affiliated with a for-
eign adversary’s military, internal security 
forces, or intelligence agencies; 

(II) providing multiomic data obtained via 
biotechnology equipment or services to the 
government of a foreign adversary; or 

(III) obtaining human multiomic data via 
the biotechnology equipment or services 
without express and informed consent; and 

(C) any subsidiary, parent, affiliate, or suc-
cessor of entities listed in subparagraphs (A) 
and (B), provided they meet the criteria in 
subparagraph (B)(i). 

(3) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
for the biotechnology companies of concern 
named in paragraph (2)(A), and not later 
than 180 days after the development of the 
list pursuant to paragraph (1) and any update 
to the list pursuant to paragraph (4), the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget, in coordination with the Secretary 
of Defense, the Attorney General, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, the 
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Secretary of Commerce, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, the Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Secretary of State, and 
the National Cyber Director, shall establish 
guidance as necessary to implement the re-
quirements of this section. 

(4) UPDATES.—The Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, in coordination 
with or based on a recommendation provided 
by the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney 
General, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, the Secretary of Commerce, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Secretary 
of State, and the National Cyber Director, 
shall periodically, though not less than an-
nually, review and, as appropriate, modify 
the list of biotechnology companies of con-
cern, and notify the appropriate congres-
sional committees of any such modifica-
tions. 

(5) NOTICE OF A DESIGNATION AND REVIEW.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A notice of a designation 

as a biotechnology company of concern 
under paragraph (2)(B) shall be issued to any 
biotechnology company of concern named in 
the designation— 

(i) advising that a designation has been 
made; 

(ii) identifying the criteria relied upon 
under such subparagraph and, to the extent 
consistent with national security and law 
enforcement interests, the information that 
formed the basis for the designation; 

(iii) advising that, within 90 days after re-
ceipt of notice, the biotechnology company 
of concern may submit information and ar-
gument in opposition to the designation; 

(iv) describing the procedures governing 
the review and possible issuance of a des-
ignation pursuant to paragraph (1); and 

(v) where practicable, identifying mitiga-
tion steps that could be taken by the bio-
technology company of concern that may re-
sult in the rescission of the designation. 

(B) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(i) NOTICE OF DESIGNATION.—The Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget 
shall submit the notice required under sub-
paragraph (A) to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate and the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(ii) INFORMATION AND ARGUMENT IN OPPOSI-
TION TO DESIGNATIONS.—Not later than 7 days 
after receiving any information and argu-
ment in opposition to a designation pursuant 
to subparagraph (A)(iii), the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget shall sub-
mit such information to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability of the House of 
Representatives. 

(C) EXCEPTIONS.—The provisions under sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) shall not apply to an 
entity listed under paragraph (2)(A). 

(6) NO IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE.—Any 
designation made under paragraph (1) or 
paragraph (4) shall not be made publicly 
available until the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, in coordination 
with appropriate agencies, reviews all infor-
mation submitted under paragraph (5)(A)(iii) 
and issues a final determination that a com-
pany shall remain listed as a biotechnology 
company of concern. 

(g) EVALUATION OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
RISKS POSED BY FOREIGN ADVERSARY ACQUI-
SITION OF AMERICAN MULTIOMIC DATA.— 

(1) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 270 days 
after the enactment of this Act, the Director 
of National Intelligence, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney 
General of the United States, the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, the Secretary 

of Commerce, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the Secretary of State, and the Na-
tional Cyber Director, shall complete an as-
sessment of risks to national security posed 
by human multiomic data from United 
States citizens that is collected or stored by 
a foreign adversary from the provision of 
biotechnology equipment or services. 

(2) REPORT REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 
30 days after the completion of the assess-
ment developed under paragraph (1), the Di-
rector of National Intelligence shall submit 
a report with such assessment to the appro-
priate congressional committees. 

(3) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (2) shall be in unclassified form accom-
panied by a classified annex. 

(h) REGULATIONS.—Not later than one year 
after the date of establishment of guidance 
required under subsection (f)(3), and as nec-
essary for subsequent updates, the Federal 
Acquisition Regulatory Council shall revise 
the Federal Acquisition Regulation as nec-
essary to implement the requirements of this 
section. 

(i) REPORTING ON INTELLIGENCE ON NEFAR-
IOUS ACTIVITIES OF BIOTECHNOLOGY COMPA-
NIES WITH HUMAN MULTIOMIC DATA.—Not 
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter, 
the Director of National Intelligence, in con-
sultation with the heads of executive agen-
cies, shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on any intel-
ligence in possession of such agencies related 
to nefarious activities conducted by bio-
technology companies with human 
multiomic data. The report shall include in-
formation pertaining to potential threats to 
national security or public safety from the 
selling, reselling, licensing, trading, trans-
ferring, sharing, or otherwise providing or 
making available to any foreign country of 
any forms of multiomic data of a United 
States citizen. 

(j) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—No additional 
funds are authorized to be appropriated for 
the purpose of carrying out this section. 

(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Select Committee on Intelligence, and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and the Select Committee on Stra-
tegic Competition between the United States 
and the Chinese Communist Party of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) BIOTECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT OR SERV-
ICE.—The term ‘‘biotechnology equipment or 
service’’ means— 

(A) equipment, including genetic sequenc-
ers, combined mass spectrometry tech-
nologies, polymerase chain reaction ma-
chines, or any other instrument, apparatus, 
machine, or device, including components 
and accessories thereof, that is designed for 
use in the research, development, produc-
tion, or analysis of biological materials as 
well as any software, firmware, or other dig-
ital components that are specifically de-
signed for use in, and necessary for the oper-
ation of, such equipment; 

(B) any service for the research, develop-
ment, production, analysis, detection, or 
provision of information, including data 
storage and transmission related to biologi-
cal materials, including— 

(i) advising, consulting, or support services 
with respect to the use or implementation of 
a instrument, apparatus, machine, or device 
described in subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) disease detection, genealogical infor-
mation, and related services; and 

(C) any other service, instrument, appa-
ratus, machine, component, accessory, de-
vice, software, or firmware that is designed 
for use in the research, development, produc-
tion, or analysis of biological materials that 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget, in consultation with the heads 
of Executive agencies, as determined appro-
priate by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, determines appropriate 
in the interest of national security. 

(3) CONTRACT.—Except as the term is used 
under subsection (b)(2) and subsection (c)(3), 
the term ‘‘contract’’ means any contract 
subject to the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion issued under section 1303(a)(1) of title 41, 
United States Code. 

(4) CONTROL.—The term ‘‘control’’ has the 
meaning given to that term in section 800.208 
of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, or 
any successor regulations. 

(5) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘execu-
tive agency’’ has the meaning given the term 
‘‘Executive agency’’ in section 105 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

(6) FOREIGN ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘for-
eign adversary’’ has the meaning given the 
term ‘‘covered nation’’ in section 4872(d) of 
title 10, United States Code. 

(7) MULTIOMIC.—The term ‘‘multiomic’’ 
means data types that include genomics, 
epigenomics, transcriptomics, proteomics, 
and metabolomics. 

(8) OVERSEAS.—The term ‘‘overseas’’ means 
any area outside of the United States, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or a terri-
tory or possession of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in opposition. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the 
gentleman from Illinois oppose the 
bill? 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, no, I support the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) will control 20 minutes in 
opposition. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am happy to support 

H.R. 8333, the BIOSECURE Act. 
This bipartisan, bicameral bill pre-

vents U.S. tax dollars from flowing to 
biotechnology companies that are 
owned, operated, and controlled by 
China or other foreign adversaries. 

Specifically, this bill names five 
genomic companies with direct ties to 
the Chinese Communist Party as bio-
technology companies of concern. 
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The bill then prohibits a Federal 

agency from procuring any bio-
technology equipment or service from 
such companies. The bill also prohibits 
Federal loan or grant dollars from 
being used to procure, obtain, or use 
biotechnology equipment or services 
from such companies. 

The companies named in this legisla-
tion create significant risks to U.S. na-
tional security. 

BGI, one of the named entities, is a 
CCP biotechnology company and is the 
world’s largest collector of genetic 
data. BGI, alongside its subsidiaries, 
which are also named in the bill, have 
been found to conduct research along-
side the Chinese military. 

WuXi, through its two subsidiaries 
named in the bill, operates genetic 
testing centers established in coordina-
tion with the CCP, helps carry out re-
search to promote the Chinese mili-
tary, and has reportedly stolen U.S. 
firms’ intellectual property. 

The House Oversight Committee has 
worked hard with outside stakeholders 
and other committees of jurisdiction to 
ensure these national security risks 
are meaningfully addressed without 
disrupting medical and pharmaceutical 
supply chains. 

Existing contracts are exempt from 
the prohibitions in the bill until Janu-
ary 2032, and the bill includes a tar-
geted waiver and exception process. 

The bill also exempts biotechnology 
equipment and services from the bill’s 
prohibitions that were, but are no 
longer, produced or provided by a com-
pany of concern. 

This bill is a necessary step toward 
protecting Americans’ sensitive 
healthcare data from the CCP before 
these companies become more embed-
ded in the U.S. economy, university, 
and Federal contracting base. 

I thank the bill’s sponsor, Represent-
ative BRAD WENSTRUP, chairman of the 
Select Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Pandemic, for his efforts 
in ensuring this bill continues to ad-
vance. 

I also thank the Select Committee on 
the Chinese Communist Party chair-
man, JOHN MOOLENAAR, and ranking 
member, RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI, both 
original cosponsors, as well as the 
House Oversight’s ranking member, 
JAMIE RASKIN, and the Senate Home-
land Security Committee chairman, 
GARY PETERS, and their staff for their 
hard work on this legislation over the 
past year. 

I urge all my House Oversight col-
leagues to support this critical na-
tional security bill. I encourage every-
one to support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I deeply regret having 
to rise in opposition to this bill, but I 
feel that I need to, and I want to be 
clear as to why. 

I think this bill as it is currently 
written, quite frankly, is not ready for 

prime time, and I am urging my col-
leagues, particularly those who care 
about effectively taking on China to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, for the record, I am not 
new to this issue. In fact, I welcome 
the fact that we are finally here on the 
House floor talking about not only the 
abysmal human rights violations com-
mitted by the People’s Republic of 
China but their unsavory and unscru-
pulous business practices that could 
threaten patient privacy and even our 
national security. 

Frankly, it is about damn time. 
I have been sounding the alarm for 

years now asking Democrats and Re-
publicans to hold China accountable. 

I have worked with Presidents of 
both parties on this issue, including 
Joe Biden and Donald Trump. 

Along with our colleagues, Rep-
resentative CHRIS SMITH and Senator 
MARCO RUBIO, I wrote, and President 
Biden signed into law the bipartisan 
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act 
to hold the PRC accountable for their 
genocide in Xinjiang and to prevent the 
import of goods made with forced labor 
into the United States. 

Together, Chairman MCCAUL and I 
wrote the Resolve Tibet Act to hold 
the PRC accountable for their misin-
formation on Tibet, which was also 
just signed into law by President Biden 
a few months ago. 

I passed into law the bipartisan Re-
ciprocal Access to Tibet Act to deny 
PRC officials entry into the United 
States if they are responsible for the 
oppression of the people of Tibet. In 
2019, I also authored legislation to pre-
vent the export of crowd control equip-
ment that was being used to go after 
peaceful protestors in Hong Kong, and 
President Trump signed that into law. 

I am one of the few Members of Con-
gress who was actually sanctioned by 
China. I am banned from going to 
China by the PRC. I can’t meet with 
any Chinese Government officials be-
cause of my vocal advocacy for human 
rights and human dignity in that coun-
try. They clearly do not like me, but I 
wear their sanctions as a badge of 
honor. 

All of this is to say that my record 
on this issue takes a back seat to no-
body. That is why I deeply regret that 
we are bringing this particular bill to 
the floor. This is a lost opportunity to 
do something meaningful about an im-
portant and serious issue, an issue that 
frankly deserves a lot more thought 
and attention than this. 

b 1545 

First of all, this bill lists out specific 
companies that it claims are exploiting 
the U.S. biopharmaceutical industry on 
behalf of the Chinese Government. 

To be totally frank, some of them 
might be, but to be also totally frank, 
some of them might not be, and I can’t 
get a clear answer from anyone on how 
the Select Committee came up with 
these names. 

What was the process? 

Were these companies brought in for 
questioning? 

Again, no solid answers to why these 
companies and not others. 

If we are going to name companies, 
then there ought to be a clear, trans-
parent process that is implemented the 
same for all companies. 

I am even told this by our regulatory 
agencies who, by the way, do not like 
the idea of naming companies by name 
in legislation because they think it 
gives the heads-up to bad companies 
who will try to evade this legislation 
as written by changing their name and 
reincorporating as something else in 
the Cayman Islands. 

So I think we need to give some 
thought as to whether this is the best 
way to hold these companies to ac-
count. 

The most ironic thing about this ap-
proach is this is how they do things in 
China: The PRC politicians decide they 
don’t like you, so they blackball you. 

Guess what, Mr. Speaker? That is not 
how we do things in the United States 
of America. 

We ought to have due process of law 
here. We ought to have a transparent, 
inclusive process that involves all the 
relevant agencies that applies to all 
companies. We have an intelligence 
community, we have law enforcement 
agencies, we have an interagency enti-
ty list, and we have a Department of 
Defense 1260H list to determine what 
companies are engaged in bad behavior 
on behalf of the PRC. 

Some of the companies listed in this 
bill are not on any lists at all, so it is 
up to us to guess why they are on here. 

Now, I have no idea who wrote this 
text or why these companies and not 
others, but this is not the right way to 
legislate. This is being jammed 
through because I guess it is China 
week and God forbid we wait a couple 
of more weeks and get this right, but 
we want to get this thing done. 

However, this is not the way we 
should be doing things around here. 

What is even worse is that this bill is 
being brought up under suspension. 
People know that there are genuine 
concerns about this bill, and yet it is 
being brought up under suspension. We 
have no opportunity to amend it or to 
make improvements. There is no proc-
ess through the Rules Committee, no 
amendments, nothing. 

Believe me, Mr. Speaker, when I say 
that I really, really believe we can get 
to ‘‘yes’’ on a bill to hold bad compa-
nies accountable and to protect the 
American people. I think we could get 
‘‘yes’’ to a bill that would not only 
have my support but the support of ev-
erybody in this Chamber. This is just 
take it or leave it, and I think the best 
thing for all of us to do is to leave it 
and go back to the drawing board and 
to come up with something better that 
we can get to the floor in the next sev-
eral days or in the next couple of 
weeks. 

I have spent my entire career stand-
ing up to the Chinese Communist 
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Party and to the PRC, and I have the 
battle scars to prove it. Yes, I do have 
a company in my district that is actu-
ally named in this bill, but that is not 
the only reason why I am here. 

I am here because I care about these 
issues. I have cared about these issues 
for a long time. Yes, I did my due dili-
gence on the company in my district 
and asked why they were included. 
That is not a radical question, it is not 
a tough question, and nobody can real-
ly tell me. I got a different answer 
every time I asked. Not in a classified 
setting and not in an unclassified set-
ting can anybody still give me a 
straight answer. In fact, I have been 
given multiple conflicting reasons. 

This should be easy. This company is 
on a list because they are doing X, Y, 
and Z, and we have the proof. 

I have never heard that. 
Maybe some of the concerns apply to 

some of these companies. I have no 
idea, and nobody, including the people 
who wrote this bill, could give me a 
clear answer on the basic question of 
why some entities are named and oth-
ers are not. 

Then, once they are named in this 
bill, the five companies that are 
named, I am told that it is literally im-
possible for them to get off the list. If 
one of these five companies does not 
belong on the list, then too bad, Con-
gress doesn’t like you, and that is that. 

Let me be crystal clear. If a thorough 
interagency review concludes that any 
of these named companies, including 
the one in my district, are engaged in 
behavior that endangers our national 
security or violates people’s privacy, 
then I will be the first in line to say: 
Shut them down. 

However, without that process, 
again, this is how they do things in 
China. It shouldn’t be how we do things 
in the United States. 

I strongly urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I 
pledge that if this bill is defeated or if 
my friends pull it, I will proudly work 
to come up with a better bill that will 
actually get the job done and not cre-
ate a slippery slope that we should not 
be going down. 

We have other standing committees 
that should have been involved in 
drafting this bill, quite frankly, that 
have expertise on these matters: For-
eign Affairs, Energy and Commerce, 
Ways and Means, Homeland Security, 
and Intelligence. They should have 
been consulted and at the table here. It 
should have been more than the Select 
Committee and the Oversight and Ac-
countability Committee. 

Let’s do this in a better way. Let’s 
create a fully vetted list that goes 
through an interagency process, not a 
flawed bill that has major enforcement 
problems that I believe will actually 
hurt us in opposing PRC’s activities. 

Let’s pull this bill or defeat this bill, 
and let’s get this right. We have an op-
portunity to get it right. Let’s get it 
right, and we will get it to the floor in 
a matter of days. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI). 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the bipar-
tisan H.R. 8333, BIOSECURE Act. 

Simply put, this bill prevents Amer-
ican taxpayer dollars from flowing to 
foreign adversary biotech companies of 
concern. 

The bill creates a process by which 
the executive branch will develop a list 
of entities, review and modify this list 
at least annually, and formulate imple-
mentation guidance for all Federal 
agencies. Further, the bill has an even 
number of Democratic and Republican 
cosponsors and received a thumping 40– 
1 markup in the Oversight and Ac-
countability Committee. Human rights 
groups strongly support this bill, as 
well. 

Fundamentally, this bill is about 
protecting Americans’ genomic data, 
their healthcare data, and sensitive IP 
on America’s most innovative and cut-
ting-edge medicines. 

The intelligence community has 
warned that the PRC illegally obtains 
large healthcare data sets to help carry 
out human rights abuses against mi-
nority groups in China. The IC has also 
warned of the high threat of the CCP 
stealing American IP. It is our respon-
sibility to ensure that taxpayer dollars 
do not flow to any companies sup-
porting any of these efforts. 

This bill does not stop these compa-
nies from doing business in the U.S.; 
however, it does stop them from receiv-
ing Federal dollars funding their oper-
ations. 

I would like to respectfully make 
three key points: 

First, BGI Group is run by bad ac-
tors. For example, BGI, which is on the 
Defense Department’s Chinese military 
companies list, has harvested data 
from 8 million pregnant women’s DNA 
without their consent, including Amer-
icans. BGI then used that data to pub-
lish at least a dozen joint studies with 
the People’s Liberation Army, also 
known as the PLA, which, in turn, has 
used this information to suppress 
Uyghurs. BGI controls MGI and Com-
plete Genomics, which are also named 
entities. 

Second, the WuXi AppTec Group is 
also run by bad actors. U.S. intel-
ligence has shown that WuXi AppTec 
has secretly transferred U.S. IP to Chi-
nese authorities in Beijing. 

Third, the founding CEO of WuXi 
AppTec is also the chairman of WuXi 
Biologics. Not only that, but the CEO 
of WuXi Biologics, this gentleman over 
here on the far left, has been a guest 
lecturer at the PLA’s Academy of Mili-
tary Sciences, an institution on the 
Commerce Department’s red flag list. 

In addition, here is the CEO of WuXi 
Biologics co-teaching a class with Chi-
nese General Chen Wei, director of the 
Chinese military’s biological research 
institute. 

Here is a picture of the CCP Party 
cell embedded at WuXi AppTec. 

As Congress, we need to ask our-
selves: Are we comfortable sending tax-
payer dollars to companies that are 
run by bad actors and that work so 
closely with the Chinese Communist 
Party, the CCP? 

The answer is, of course, no. No. 
We need to act now. I understand le-

gitimate concerns have been raised 
about making further changes. Our 
preference is to give maximum discre-
tion to the executive branch. It is Con-
gress’ decision that these companies 
must be included in this bill. There is 
no doubt that this is a valid approach. 

I support further changes being 
made. I am voting ‘‘yes’’ to move this 
process along because, on balance, a 
‘‘yes’’ vote is the right vote. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of 
this legislation, the BIOSECURE Act, 
to protect American genetic data and 
to protect American drug supply 
chains. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. First of all, WuXi 
AppTec and WuXi Biologics are two 
separate entities. Again, I was hoping 
to get some more clarity, and this is 
what puzzles me as to why WuXi Bio-
logics is on this list. I was told at one 
point that they were on the list be-
cause the Department of Commerce 
had them on the unverified list. 

I actually had a conversation with 
the Department of Commerce to try to 
understand all these different lists, and 
they told me that it is not uncommon 
for companies to be on the unverified 
list, especially in the aftermath of 
COVID because it was hard to do the 
investigations. However, then they 
sent me a statement in which WuXi 
Biologics was removed from the 
unverified list. 

Then I said: Well, they must be on 
another list. 

They said that they had this thing 
called the entity list. 

I asked them, I said that they must 
be on the entity list if they are named 
in this bill. The entity list is made up 
of foreign individuals, companies, and 
organizations deemed a national secu-
rity concern subjecting them to export 
restrictions and licensing requirements 
for certain technologies and goods, so 
they must be on that list. 

The Commerce Department said: No, 
they are not on that list. 

I said: Okay, they are not on the 
unverified list, and they are not on the 
entity list. 

Is there any other list out there? 
Well, there is another one out there. 

It is the DOD section 1260H list. 
Are they on that list? 
I am told: No, they are not on that 

list either. 
The section 1260H list is made up of 

Chinese military companies operating 
directly or indirectly in the United 
States in accordance with the statu-
tory requirement of section 1260H of 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2021. 

They are not on any of those lists. 
They are not on any of those lists. 
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Then here is the deal: If they don’t 

belong in the underlying legislation, 
then there is no way to get off the list. 
There is no way for them to get off the 
list. I was told, with all due respect by 
the ranking member, and I have 
checked with our Senate colleagues 
and with Commerce, that those that 
are named cannot get off the list. 

All I am simply saying is that— 
maybe I am missing something here— 
we ought to have an interagency re-
view and thorough investigation before 
we start implementing these kinds of 
sanctions. 

Again, this is what they do in China. 
This is not what we are supposed to do 
in the United States. Due process actu-
ally matters here. The truth should 
matter here. 

Again, some of these companies abso-
lutely may belong on this list, but I am 
just simply saying that I have ques-
tions that have not been answered ei-
ther in a classified or unclassified set-
ting, and they have certainly not been 
satisfied by members of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WENSTRUP), 
who is the sponsor of the bill. 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of my bill with Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, my friend, the BIO-
SECURE Act which passed the Over-
sight and Reform Committee by an 
overwhelming bipartisan support vote 
of 40–1. 

This legislation is a critical piece in 
our broader efforts this week to protect 
Americans, in this case, their personal 
health data, from the Chinese Com-
munist Party. The Chinese Communist 
Party does not get due process in 
America. 

The BIOSECURE Act will help pro-
tect the biologic data of American pa-
tients and make sure that their data 
does not fall into the hands of our ad-
versaries. We do this by prohibiting 
Federal contracting with bio-
technology companies of concern, com-
panies and their subsidiaries that have 
overt and enduring ties with the CCP, 
or even using the equipment and serv-
ices of these very companies. 

Our government has acted to keep 
the CCP out of our telecommunication 
networks and communication plat-
forms. Now we must act to keep them 
away from our genomic and health 
data. 

China has publicly stated their desire 
to dominate the global biotechnology 
market by 2035. This is incredibly con-
cerning given the Chinese Communist 
Party’s national intelligence laws 
which require Chinese firms to share 
any requested data with the CCP. The 
existence of that law is enough to drive 
us forward with this bill because that 
law includes biotech companies that 
collect, test, and store American 
genomic data. 

That is why they are named. It is be-
cause that is the risk to the American 
people and our national security. 

This legislation affects companies 
like the Beijing Genomics Institute, 
known as BGI, a Chinese company that 
has collected DNA from millions 
around the world and used that data 
without consent for genomic projects 
conducted by the Chinese military. 

b 1600 
A 2021 Reuters report found DNA 

data collected from BGI’s prenatal test 
on women outside China has also been 
stored in China’s government-funded 
gene database. 

Another Chinese company, WuXi 
AppTec, has sponsored events with Chi-
na’s military, with IP reportedly stolen 
from the U.S., and jointly operated ge-
netic collection sites with Chinese 
military. 

Further, as was mentioned before, 
the chairman of WuXi AppTec is a 
board member of WuXi Biologics and a 
known member of the CCP. He has pub-
licly mentioned many times about the 
central role of the CCP in WuXi group 
activities. 

We have worked to ensure this bill 
provides an appropriate and workable 
offering for American companies and 
our government to decouple with CCP- 
aligned biotech firms. This is about 
protecting Americans from an adver-
sary that will leave no stone unturned 
to get an upper hand over the United 
States of America and our people. 

Time and time again, these biotech 
companies have proven they are more 
than willing to do the bidding of the 
CCP. It is a proven relationship. We 
can’t at the same time allow them to 
collect the private health information 
of millions of Americans. 

I spent 25 years as an Army physician 
and combat surgeon. I spent 10 years 
now on the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence. Guess 
what? We don’t bring our adversaries 
in for questioning. It doesn’t work that 
way. As a matter of fact, I tried to do 
that, Mr. Speaker, on the Select Sub-
committee on the Coronavirus Pan-
demic. I asked the Chinese Ambassador 
about certain scientists in China we 
would like to speak to. They didn’t re-
spond. 

It is time for Congress to take this 
step toward securing our national 
health security for every person in 
America, in every district of America. 

This is no joke, and it is just the 
start. It really needs to be just the 
start. 

My colleague said that he is not 
against this bill only because he has a 
company that wants to build in his dis-
trict. I guess it must be one of his rea-
sons. He said it is not the only reason. 

I applaud the bipartisan work of the 
Select Committee on the Strategic 
Competition Between the United 
States and the Chinese Communist 
Party for their serious efforts, and I 
strongly urge my colleagues to support 
this bipartisan legislation. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

This is a very strange debate. Again, 
are we all comfortable moving forward 

in a way that doesn’t require any 
thoughtful or interagency investiga-
tion or process? You know, a process 
with integrity, by the way, will result 
in any of the bad actors getting on the 
list. That is what an interagency proc-
ess is supposed to be about. 

Our friends still haven’t really told 
me the criteria they use to get people 
on their blacklist, except the gen-
tleman from Ohio just said if I want to 
say that you are bad, then you are on 
the list. That is not the way we do 
things in the United States. I hope we 
never will do that in the United States. 
That is the way they do things in 
China. 

Again, as I stated before, WuXi Bio-
logics is distinct from WuXi AppTec, 
but during China week, anything with 
a Chinese name is somehow suspect 
and somehow bad. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
an article from InsideHealthPolicy, 
‘‘Cutting Foreign Ties Could Lead To 
Drug Supply Chain Disruptions, Indus-
try Warns.’’ 

[From InsideHealthPolicy, May 21, 2024] 
CUTTING FOREIGN TIES COULD LEAD TO DRUG 

SUPPLY CHAIN DISRUPTIONS, INDUSTRY WARNS 
(By Maaisha Osman) 

As House committees advance bills that 
would bar American companies from work-
ing with some foreign-owned biotechnology 
companies in the future, industry experts 
warn ending pharmaceutical relationships 
with China could lead to drug shortages and 
supply chain disruptions. 

Darius Lakdawalla, director of research at 
University of Southern California Schaeffer 
Center for Health Policy and Economics, 
said at the U.S. Pharma and Biotech Summit 
Thursday (May 16) that cutting ties with for-
eign companies could worsen supply chain 
issues in the United States. 

‘‘I think the Chinese issue, there’s no ques-
tion that that’s going to increase the risk of 
shortages and supply chain disruption, how 
could it not do those things?’’ Lakdawalla 
said. ‘‘And that’s a particularly problematic 
issue in a moment when there’s a lot of po-
litical pressure against the pharmaceutical 
industry (and) the last thing we need to see 
now is consumers (being) unable to fill their 
prescriptions at the pharmacy because of 
shortages.’’ 

Biogen’s CEO, Chris Viehbacher, high-
lighted during the Thursday summit that 
drug company CEOs traditionally did not 
need to consider geopolitical issues, but this 
is now beginning to change. 

‘‘You know, amongst the CEOs we are sud-
denly saying, ‘Hey, we haven’t needed to 
think about geopolitics in years,’ ’’ 
Viehbacher said. ‘‘When I was CEO of Sanofi, 
those were the peak years of globalization, 
we could move products and people and cap-
ital all around the world and not even think 
about borders, and that’s clearly changing.’’ 

Other executives also expressed discomfort 
with thinking about their business in na-
tional security terms. 

‘‘When we think about the BIOSECURE 
Act, I think Chris Viehbacher said it best 
which is, if it’s in the form of a national se-
curity threat, that is one place that industry 
does not want to get in into,’’ Harmeet 
Dhillon, head of public policy at Glaxo 
Smith Kline, said, referring to the legisla-
tion moving forward in the House. ‘‘We want 
to let that be handled by the appropriate ex-
perts from a policy and political perspec-
tive.’’ 
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Viehbacher also noted that national secu-

rity concerns are driven by mistrust between 
the East and West and the bipartisan support 
for the bill underscores the seriousness of 
these concerns. 

‘‘East-West divide has created a mistrust 
and that is driving a number of the national 
security concerns,’’ he said. ‘‘This is a bill 
that has extremely strong bipartisan support 
and if you can get Democrats and Repub-
licans to agree on anything, that something 
must be serious.’’ 

If passed by the House and Senate and 
signed into law, the BIOSECURE Act would 
prohibit federal agencies from contracting or 
procuring equipment or services from ‘‘bio-
technology companies of concern.’’ This in-
cludes any company that is ‘‘subject to the 
jurisdiction, direction, control, or operates 
on behalf of the government of a foreign ad-
versary’’ and poses a biotechnology security 
risk. Adversaries include China, North 
Korea, Russia, and Iran. 

The most recent version of the bill in the 
House extends the deadline for U.S. compa-
nies to terminate their collaborations with 
specific Chinese entities until 2032. Addition-
ally, it includes WuXi Biologics, a subsidiary 
of the targeted pharmaceutical company 
WuXi Apptec, on the list of companies of 
concerns. 

The New York Times reported that WuXi is 
involved in manufacturing about 25% of 
drugs sold in the United States. The leu-
kemia treatment Imbruvica, for example, is 
sold by Janssen Biotech and AbbVie, but 
WuXi makes its active pharmaceutical in-
gredient (API). 

‘‘The reality is that a company like WuXi 
has been an extremely cost-effective and ca-
pable supplier to our industry,’’ Viehbacher 
said at the Thursday summit. ‘‘It’s not even 
going to be that easy to replace that capa-
bility either in the United States or in other 
countries.’’ 

‘‘It is a big market, but I think we’re going 
to have to imagine a border there that we 
haven’t had to think about in the past,’’ 
Viehbacher added. 

At a STAT event in November, industry ex-
perts said that domestic manufacturing can 
very easily become ‘‘a feel-good strategy,’’ 
but onshoring a drug’s API wouldn’t solve 
the drug shortage crisis. 

‘‘We need to be very strategic on what we 
onshore,’’ Marta Wosinska, senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution’s Center on Health 
Policy, said. For example, Wosinska cau-
tioned that the United States shouldn’t on-
shore an API manufacturer for a drug where 
all the upstream manufacturing still comes 
from China. 

‘‘That wouldn’t solve the problem,’’ she 
said. 

Wosinska also noted that domestic drug 
manufacturing does not necessarily mean 
higher quality. She pointed out that histori-
cally drug shortages were primarily caused 
by manufacturing quality problem in U.S.- 
based facilities. 

Meanwhile, FDA drug center chief Patrizia 
Cavazzoni said at an Alliance for Stronger 
FDA webinar May 6 the agency is focused on 
enhancing the resilience of the manufac-
turing supply chain and does not want manu-
facturers to stop production because of 
issues identified during inspections. 

‘‘When investigators understand the con-
text of a facility and what is being manufac-
tured there, we strongly encourage manufac-
turers not to stop manufacturing or halt op-
erations as a result of inspections,’’ 
Cavazzoni said. ‘‘Even during inspections, we 
sometimes see manufacturers say they will 
hold off and shut down a line because of what 
they are hearing during the inspections.’’ 

As a part of FDA’s initiative to modernize 
inspections, the agency is testing a program 

aimed at improving communication among 
investigators, the drug shortage team and 
the compliance team. This enhanced commu-
nication would occur continuously, spanning 
before, during, and after inspections. The 
goal is to provide investigators with contex-
tual understanding of the facility’s manufac-
turing activities. 

‘‘We really want manufacturers to call our 
drug shortage surveillance team imme-
diately because we want to start problem- 
solving with manufacturers as soon as pos-
sible during the inspection to put in place 
mitigation approaches that will prevent out-
right stoppages of manufacturing essential 
drugs, as we have witnessed over the past 
year,’’ Cavazzoni said. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
point that out because we have to be 
very careful on how we proceed, to 
make sure we are going after truly bad 
actors so we don’t disrupt the supply 
chain in which we see a disruption in 
pharmaceuticals, which means higher 
prices and less availability. That is 
something that ought to be talked 
about. It would be nice if the Energy 
and Commerce Committee were part of 
this discussion because I think that is 
relevant. 

Again, I have no problem with hold-
ing anybody accountable. I would just 
like a process that has integrity. 

With due respect to the gentleman 
who just spoke, your word doesn’t cut 
it. I want a little bit more verification 
that, in fact, what we are doing is 
right. If the verification is there, I am 
with you. 

We can get there. We can do this in a 
better way, one that upholds our val-
ues and one that holds these companies 
accountable, and we can go in a way 
that would have broad bipartisan sup-
port. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to the time remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky has 71⁄2 minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. MOOLENAAR). 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of the bipartisan 
BIOSECURE Act. 

I know that some of my colleagues 
may have questions about naming spe-
cific Chinese companies in this legisla-
tion, so let me be clear. It is Congress’ 
constitutional duty to write national 
security laws, and that includes the au-
thority to investigate and name for-
eign-adversary-controlled companies in 
law because of the threat they pose to 
national security. 

Make no mistake: BGI, WuXi 
AppTec, and WuXi Biologics all pose 
unacceptable threats to national secu-
rity. The evidence is clear and avail-
able to all Members. 

I have tremendous respect for my 
colleague from Massachusetts, who 
said that he did due diligence that 
there is complete separation between 
WuXi AppTec and WuXi Biologics when 
the CEO of one is the board chair or on 
the board of the other. To me, it just 

seems like there might be a little ig-
noring of some of the evidence. 

Courts have upheld laws in which 
Congress named Huawei and Kaspersky 
as national security threats and im-
posed prohibitions on their activities. I 
am confident that they will do the 
same for TikTok. 

When the evidence in front of Con-
gress shows that foreign adversary 
companies are a particularly impor-
tant or especially urgent threat to na-
tional security, it is Congress’ job to 
act. Congress now has a duty to do ex-
actly that. Please join me in sup-
porting this vital legislation. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Just to respond to the gentleman 
from Michigan, I didn’t say I had done 
my due diligence and that there is no 
connection. I said they are two sepa-
rate entities. I said we should have a 
process in place that has integrity that 
everyone has confidence in to do the 
due diligence to make sure, in fact, 
that the companies that are being 
named do, in fact, deserve to be named. 

Experts, by the way, in my State tell 
me that we do not have enough domes-
tic capacity to pick up the slack if the 
named companies were barred from 
doing business with the U.S. today. 

Clearly, we need to increase our do-
mestic drug production capacity and 
quality. The Federal Government 
should incentivize domestic biotech 
companies to manufacture products 
like active pharmaceutical ingredients 
and key starting materials to help en-
sure the security of our supply chains. 
We could better support workforce de-
velopment by providing funding for re-
gional training centers and efforts to 
diversify the workforce. 

These are just some suggestions 
based on the feedback that I have re-
ceived. The bottom line is we need to 
make some changes to improve capac-
ity at home. 

As we are going after the bad actors, 
let’s also figure out how to increase ca-
pacity at home. All I am saying is—let 
me repeat—if any or all of these com-
panies deserve to be sanctioned, I am 
there. I just want a process that has in-
tegrity and that is worthy of this insti-
tution. 

It seems to me it is not that difficult 
to get there, but I guess in the effort to 
try to comply with China week and to 
get a press release out, we are naming 
companies without really any thorough 
and thoughtful process. I have to say, I 
object to that. I worry that it is a slip-
pery slope that will be replicated in 
other instances. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DUNN). 

Mr. DUNN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 8333, the 
BIOSECURE Act. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill ensures that 
biotech companies linked to foreign ad-
versaries do not gain access to precious 
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U.S. taxpayer dollars via biotechnology 
contracts. We cannot allow the CCP-af-
filiated firms to gain access to U.S. ge-
netic data. We cannot allow ourselves 
to be dependent on and vulnerable to 
the CCP for healthcare technologies, 
products, and services. Otherwise, we 
risk China using our own health data 
as leverage against us. 

We recognize that our biotechnology 
companies did not arrive at this junc-
ture on their own. Decades of failed 
policy, unreasonable, burdensome red 
tape, and a lack of oversight led to this 
precarious situation of overinvestment 
in and industrial partnerships with 
China. 

We must act in coordination with the 
biotech sector to correct this imbal-
ance. The BIOSECURE Act accom-
plishes this. I urge support of this bill. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may I 
ask the gentleman how many more 
speakers he has. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I have two 
speakers left. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Okla-
homa (Mrs. BICE). 

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of the bipartisan 
BIOSECURE Act, which I am proud to 
cosponsor. 

I reiterate the bipartisan piece of 
this because I think the integrity of 
the U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission is being ques-
tioned here, and it shouldn’t be. It is a 
bipartisan bill. 

As a member of the National Secu-
rity Commission on Emerging Bio-
technology, we looked at ways to 
strengthen America’s bioeconomy 
while countering malign foreign influ-
ence, which this bill seeks to do. 

It is no secret that China is attempt-
ing to dominate the global biotech 
market. While this is concerning, even 
more so is the fact that the Chinese 
Communist Party utilizes laws which 
require Chinese firms to share data re-
quested by the CCP, including those of 
biotech companies which collect, test, 
and store American genomic data. It is 
unacceptable for U.S. taxpayer dollars 
to ever subsidize biotech companies of 
our foreign adversaries. 

This act is a necessary step in pro-
tecting the privacy rights of Americans 
and our national security interests. 
Moving forward, we must take steps to 
promote growth, stability, and innova-
tion in the biotech industry. America 
can and should lead in this sector. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I should point out for 
the record that WuXi Biologics did a 
third-party audit, which indicates that 
they don’t contain any biogenetic in-
formation. 

Again, all I am asking for here is a 
process that is above question. I do 
think there is something to be said to 
make sure that we get it right. 

This idea that we may not get it 
right and it is too bad for a company, 

it is too bad for the people who work 
there, it is too bad for the supply 
chain, and we will see prescription 
drugs go up for no reason just because 
we are lazy and we don’t want to do a 
full audit, I am sorry. Democrats and 
Republicans should agree that process 
matters. 

Again, we are not China. We are the 
United States of America. We do things 
in a transparent and open way. I don’t 
think it is unreasonable to be here say-
ing we ought to have a thorough proc-
ess that these companies are subjected 
to and that all others are. If any of 
these companies or any others are 
deemed to be in collaboration with the 
Chinese Communist Party or PRC or 
whoever else you don’t like, and there 
is sharing of sensitive information or 
behaving in a way that is unscrupulous 
and in violation of our laws, then we 
should hold them accountable. There is 
no question about that. 

It is about this bill and about the 
lack of process and the lack of trans-
parency. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 45 
seconds to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI). 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, with regard to the process issue, on 
page 10 of the bill, there is actually a 
process where the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget decides on no less 
than an annual basis to review the list 
and modify as appropriate. 

OMB is given authority to promul-
gate regulations, and we think there 
should be additional details provided. I 
would like to work with the distin-
guished ranking member of the Rules 
Committee to further refine that proc-
ess because I agree that it could use 
more detail. 

Secondly, I point out again on WuXi 
Biologics, the chair of WuXi AppTec is 
the chair of WuXi Biologics. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 15 seconds to the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, that is why it is so disturbing to so 
many to see the CEO, the current CEO, 
of WuXi Biologics co-teaching a class 
with a Chinese general at the Biologi-
cal Engineering Research Institute, the 
current CEO of WuXi Biologics actu-
ally being on the faculty of a PLA-af-
filiated institution. That is why the 
International Campaign for Tibet and 
Uyghur human rights groups strongly, 
strongly support this bill. 

b 1615 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers and am prepared to 
close. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may I 
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 4 min-
utes remaining. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, it is so disappointing 
that we are here having this debate. 
With all due respect to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI), 
the idea that we are blacklisting a 
company that is not on any list in the 
Commerce Department or in the De-
fense Department and we are just doing 
it because Members don’t like who 
they have been affiliated with over the 
years is really quite irresponsible. 

Companies ought to be sanctioned 
that have done something wrong. WuXi 
Biologics did a third-party audit, and, 
again, they contained no biogenetic in-
formation. That is what the audit re-
vealed. It doesn’t really make any dif-
ference. 

By the way, they can’t get off the 
list. They can’t get off the list because 
of how this bill is written. There is no 
remedy for them if my colleagues are 
wrong. Is that what we do in Congress? 
My colleagues don’t like the name of a 
company. It is a Chinese name, and so 
automatically they have to be guilty of 
all the worst things that can be 
thought of. 

Some of these companies might, but 
some of them might not be. That is 
why process matters. All of us, Demo-
crats and Republicans, should want a 
thorough process, so that when we 
come here, we are speaking with one 
voice. 

Again, some of these companies that 
the gentleman has put in his bill may, 
in fact, be justified, but let’s do the 
process. Let’s get this right. Why is 
that such a controversial thing? 

The only thing I can think of is be-
cause Members are trying to rush to 
comply with China week and not try-
ing to get legislation right. Commit-
tees of jurisdiction, the Intelligence 
Committee, the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, all of them, should be at 
the table working with my colleagues 
on this legislation, but they weren’t. 
They weren’t. 

This is not the way we should address 
this very serious matter. I have been 
talking about the issue of China’s un-
scrupulous business activities for years 
and years. I want to get this right. I 
want to get this right. I want to get it 
right in a way where we can’t be ac-
cused of just blacklisting companies 
because we don’t like their last name. 

There is a better way to do this. 
Quite frankly, we tried to work with 
Members on a better way, but my col-
leagues had no interest in working 
with us on a better way. I regret that 
because I wouldn’t be here today, and I 
think you would have a unanimous 
vote. 

I think people are concerned about 
the process, and process matters. We 
are not China. We are the United 
States of America. We are better. We 
are transparent. We employ and em-
brace open processes for the world to 
see. 
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If any of these companies are en-

gaged in activities that are objection-
able, let’s hold them accountable, but 
it should be as the result of a thorough 
process. 

Again, I will close by saying I am one 
of the few persons here who is sanc-
tioned by China, who cannot travel 
there. My family can’t travel there ac-
cording to their press release. They 
don’t like me at all. The reason why 
they don’t is because we have passed 
legislation that has been effective and 
that has worked. 

We have an opportunity to do that 
here. There are no amendments. This 
bill has been brought to the floor that 
really has all these incredible con-
sequences. There are no amendments 
allowed. There has been no input from 
other committees. Here, take it or 
leave it. 

We ought to leave it and go back to 
the drawing board and get this right. 
We could figure this out in a matter of 
days. We can get this right. Let’s do it. 
Let’s do it, and let’s do it in a way that 
holds China to account. 

The final thing I will say is what we 
have been hearing from the regulatory 
agencies, that by naming these compa-
nies in a bill, you are giving them the 
heads up. They can change their name 
and reincorporate in the Cayman Is-
lands and come back, and we are play-
ing whack-a-mole with them. There is 
a better way to do this. Let us work to-
gether and get there. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, in closing, 
we have heard here today broad con-
sensus among my House colleagues 
that U.S. taxpayer dollars should not 
go to foreign biotechnology entities 
that steal Americans’ genetic data, 
contribute to a foreign adversary’s 
military, or support the violation of 
human rights. 

The BIOSECURE Act addresses this 
national security problem by clearly 
prohibiting a Federal agency from pro-
curing any biotechnology equipment or 
service from a company controlled by a 
foreign adversary, such as the CCP. 

Americans saw firsthand during the 
COVID pandemic what happens when a 
foreign adversary acts irresponsibly in 
the biotechnology sector. China re-
stricted the export of vital medical 
equipment to the United States, re-
fused to tell the world about COVID 
when it first emerged, and covered up 
evidence related to the origins of 
COVID–19. 

This bill is a necessary step toward 
protecting Americans’ sensitive 
healthcare data from a foreign adver-
sary like the CCP before the U.S. bio-
medical and healthcare sector becomes 
even more dependent upon Chinese-in-
fluenced organizations. It is critical 
that we pass the BIOSECURE Act be-
fore more harm is done. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in support of this national secu-
rity bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H.R. 8333, the BIOSECURE Act which is 
critical legislation to prohibit federal contracts 
with biotechnology companies connected to 
foreign nations of concern to protect the U.S. 
national security, economic security and pri-
vacy. 

Companies with ties to foreign adversaries, 
in particular the People’s Republic of China, 
pose threats to the privacy and security of 
Americans. Under PRC law, any entity owned 
by or affiliated with Chinese companies could 
be compelled by the Chinese government to 
provide data on Americans. 

The legislation addresses concerns about 
foreign nations’ access to sensitive data on 
Americans by prohibiting federal contracts with 
biotechnology providers connected to foreign 
adversaries such as BGI, a PRC-affiliated 
company, its subsidiary MGI Americas, Com-
plete Genomics, WuXi AppTec, and WuXi Bio-
logics. 

The legislation prevents funding from federal 
agencies to be spent on equipment or serv-
ices provided by biotechnology companies of 
concern, including (1) entities subject to the ju-
risdiction, direction, control, or operated on be-
half of the government of a foreign adversary, 
(2) entities involved in the manufacturing, dis-
tribution, provision, or procurement of a bio-
technology equipment or service, and (3) enti-
ties which pose a risk to U.S. national security 
based on specified activities. 

This legislation is an important step to pro-
tect American patients, our nation’s bio-
technology industry, and our national security 
from exploitation by hostile foreign entities, 
and I urge all my colleagues to support this bill 
and vote yes so we can pass this bill today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
COMER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8333, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

COUNTERING CCP DRONES ACT 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2864) to amend the Secure and 
Trusted Communications Networks 
Act of 2019 to provide for the addition 
of certain equipment and services pro-
duced or provided by DJI Technologies 
to the list of covered communications 
equipment or services published under 
such Act, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2864 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Countering CCP 
Drones Act’’. 

SEC. 2. ADDITION OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT AND 
SERVICES OF DJI TECHNOLOGIES TO 
COVERED LIST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2(c) of the Secure 
and Trusted Communications Networks Act of 
2019 (47 U.S.C. 1601(c)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(5) The communications equipment or service 
being— 

‘‘(A) telecommunications or video surveillance 
equipment produced by Shenzhen Da-Jiang In-
novations Sciences and Technologies Company 
Limited (commonly known as ‘DJI Tech-
nologies’) (or any subsidiary or affiliate there-
of); or 

‘‘(B) telecommunications or video surveillance 
services, including software, provided by an en-
tity described in subparagraph (A) or using 
equipment described in such subparagraph.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 2 of 
the Secure and Trusted Communications Net-
works Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1601) is amended by 
striking ‘‘paragraphs (1) through (4)’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (1) 
through (5)’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 

legislation, H.R. 2864, the Countering 
CCP Drones Act, led by the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. STEFANIK). 

DJI Technologies is the largest drone 
manufacturer in the world. Their 
drones are used by hobbyists, public 
safety agencies, and private companies 
to capture images from above, protect 
the public, and monitor critical infra-
structure. Despite its significant pres-
ence, DJI is based in China, and it has 
known ties with the Chinese Com-
munist Party, which represents a na-
tional security risk to the United 
States. 

As we know, companies with ties to 
the CCP operate in an environment 
tightly intertwined with the Chinese 
Communist Government, raising seri-
ous concerns about the level of influ-
ence and potential for exploitation by 
the CCP. 

For example, under China’s 2017 Na-
tional Intelligence Law, these compa-
nies are required to support, provide 
assistance to, and cooperate with Chi-
na’s national intelligence work, wher-
ever they operate, which would and 
could jeopardize Americans. This 
threat is especially significant with 
DJI given how their drones are used 
within the United States, and we must 
act to address this threat. 

H.R. 2864 adds telecommunications or 
video surveillance equipment and sur-
veillance services produced or provided 
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by DJI Technologies to the FCC’s cov-
ered list, which is a list of communica-
tions equipment or services that pose 
an unacceptable risk to national secu-
rity. As a result of being placed on this 
list, the FCC could no longer authorize 
DJI drones going forward. 

This legislation is forward looking. It 
only applies to drones that DJI seeks 
FCC authorization for after this bill be-
comes law. It would not affect the au-
thorization of drones already in use 
today. It is imperative we move for-
ward with these efforts to remove the 
threat posed by DJI. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2864, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2864, the Countering CCP Drones Act. 
Our country’s communications net-
works help support many parts of our 
daily lives and play an essential role 
across almost every sector of our econ-
omy. Robust networks allow Ameri-
cans to have easier access to doctors, 
teachers, and job opportunities, and 
they are also vital to our Nation’s crit-
ical infrastructure, public safety sys-
tems, supply chains, and government 
functions. 

This is unlikely to change anytime 
soon. In fact, as technology advances, 
our networks are only expected to be-
come even more embedded in everyday 
life. 

This growing reach has made our 
communications networks targets that 
face constant threats from adversarial 
nations and others. In the last few 
months, we have seen reports that 
hacking groups linked to China, Rus-
sia, North Korea, and Iran are gaining 
access to our communications net-
works to conduct surveillance, collect 
massive amounts of data, and manipu-
late our elections. 

As a result, there is a real risk that 
the information that they collect could 
be used to launch cyberattacks on our 
critical infrastructure and undermine 
our democratic values of free speech 
and expression, as well as civil and 
human rights. 

Fortunately, Congress has acted with 
strong bipartisan support to bolster 
the defense of our communications net-
works. My bipartisan Secure and 
Trusted Communications Networks 
Act, which became law in 2020, estab-
lished a list of equipment and services 
that pose a national security risk and 
prevent their use in our communica-
tions networks. 

H.R. 2864 builds on that bipartisan 
work by adding the telecommuni-
cations and video surveillance equip-
ment and services provided by so-called 
DJI Technologies, better recognized as 
the equipment and services used in 
their drones, to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s covered list. 
With this action, Congress will ensure 
that future versions of DJI drones can-
not be imported, marketed, or sold in 
the United States. 

DJI Technologies and its drones have 
repeatedly been flagged by the Federal 
Government as a national security 
risk. Since DJI is the global leader in 
drone manufacturing and has ties to 
the Chinese Communist Party, its 
drone technology and the data it col-
lects could be exploited by the CCP to 
enable the theft of sensitive American 
data and compromise critical infra-
structure in the United States. 

This is especially true given that re-
cent figures indicate that DJI controls 
almost 90 percent of the consumer 
drone market in North America, and 
DJI drones are often used by local law 
enforcement agencies for public safety 
operations. 

With this bill, we continue our vigi-
lance in protecting American data as 
well as our communications networks 
and other critical infrastructure from 
rogue nation-states. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2864, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
STEFANIK), the bill’s sponsor. 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chair for yielding time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bipartisan legislation, the Coun-
tering CCP Drones Act. 

First, I thank Chairwoman CATHY 
MCMORRIS RODGERS, Chairman LATTA, 
Ranking Member PALLONE, and the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee for 
their bipartisan support of this legisla-
tion and others that seek to end Com-
munist China’s malign influence in 
America. 

b 1630 
Additionally, I will thank my col-

league, Majority Leader SCALISE, for 
bringing these bills to the floor that 
clearly demonstrate that House Repub-
licans will continue to lead in coun-
tering Communist China. 

The Chinese Communist Party is 
working to undermine American sov-
ereignty by forcing Americans to rely 
and depend on unsecure Communist 
Chinese technology. 

Nowhere is this more evident than in 
the drone industry. 

In 2015, the CCP launched the ‘‘Made 
in China 2025’’ initiative, which lever-
aged aggressive subsidies, direct CCP 
investment, and unfair trade practices 
to artificially drive down the cost of 
Chinese-manufactured drones under-
cutting American companies and en-
suring the rest of the world was forced 
to rely on Communist China for unse-
cured drone technology. 

Due to these authoritarian policies, 
America has been flooded with drones 
manufactured by the CCP-controlled 
drone company DJI. 

Allowing artificially cheap DJI 
drones to monopolize our skies has 
decimated American drone manufac-
turing and given our greatest strategic 
adversary eyes in our skies. 

Over the last 7 years, the U.S. Gov-
ernment has publicly confirmed time 

and time again that DJI drones are 
being used to collect information on 
U.S. critical infrastructure and pose 
significant risks to U.S. national secu-
rity. 

Moreover, DJI is on the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense’s list of Chinese mili-
tary companies because it directly ad-
vances the modernization efforts of the 
People’s Liberation Army. Not only 
does DJI improve the equipment of our 
greatest strategic adversary, which 
could one day be used against U.S. 
servicemembers, they also actively aid 
the CCP in carrying out genocidal 
crimes against ethnic minorities. 

It is past time we end Communist 
China’s role as the world’s drone fac-
tory. 

My legislation, the Countering CCP 
Drones Act, will place DJI on the 
FCC’s covered list, which will prohibit 
new models of DJI drones from oper-
ating in America. This will initiate a 
much-needed transition period to im-
prove the competitiveness of U.S. 
drone companies, remove Chinese spy 
drones from our skies, and end our reli-
ance on CCP-manufactured drones. 

For too long, we have allowed Com-
munist China leverage over our critical 
industries through their malign drone 
monopoly. As drones become increas-
ingly integrated into our military, law 
enforcement, agriculture, and critical 
infrastructure, the U.S. must build our 
domestic manufacturing capabilities. 

Make no mistake, Communist China 
will use the successes of its ‘‘Made in 
China 2025’’ initiative to undercut 
American global leadership and domes-
tic security. We have 3 months to re-
verse the course of these successes. The 
passage of my Countering CCP Drones 
Act is a critical step in that direction. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
bill. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no additional speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. MOOLENAAR). 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of Conference Chair 
STEFANIK’s bill, the Countering CCP 
Drones Act. This bill would add Chi-
nese drone company DJI to the FCC 
covered list, meaning that any future 
models of DJI drones would be prohib-
ited from operating on U.S. tele-
communications infrastructure. 

DJI poses a real national security 
risk to the United States given its deep 
partnership with the Chinese military, 
its expressed allegiance to the Chinese 
Communist Party, and its surveillance 
technology operating across U.S. soil. 
What is more, that very same tech-
nology equips the CCP’s genocide of 
the Uyghur people in Xinjiang. 

Understanding these risks, the Pen-
tagon placed DJI on its blacklist as a 
Chinese military company. The Treas-
ury Department forbids Americans 
from investing in DJI. The Commerce 
Department restricts U.S. companies 
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from exporting technology to DJI. It is 
time for Congress to do its part and to 
start winding down DJI’s presence in 
the United States. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I simply 
urge support for this legislation on a 
bipartisan basis, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I further 
urge support of H.R. 2864. This bill, 
again, came out of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee 43–0, and I urge 
passage of the legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2864, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Avery M. 
Stringer, one of his secretaries. 

f 

FOREIGN ADVERSARY COMMU-
NICATIONS TRANSPARENCY ACT 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 820) to direct the Federal Com-
munications Commission to publish a 
list of entities that hold authoriza-
tions, licenses, or other grants of au-
thority issued by the Commission and 
that have certain foreign ownership, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 820 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Foreign Adver-
sary Communications Transparency Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LIST OF ENTITIES HOLDING FCC AUTHOR-

IZATIONS, LICENSES, OR OTHER 
GRANTS OF AUTHORITY AND HAV-
ING CERTAIN FOREIGN OWNERSHIP. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Commission shall publish on the internet 
website of the Commission a list of each entity— 

(1) that holds a license issued by the Commis-
sion pursuant to— 

(A) section 309(j) of the Communications Act 
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)); or 

(B) the Act of May 27, 1921 (47 U.S.C. 34 et 
seq.; commonly known as the ‘‘Cable Landing 
Licensing Act’’) and Executive Order 10530 (3 
U.S.C. 301 note; relating to the performance of 
certain functions vested in or subject to the ap-
proval of the President); and 

(2) with respect to which— 
(A) a covered entity holds an equity or voting 

interest that is required to be reported to the 
Commission under the ownership rules of the 
Commission; or 

(B) an appropriate national security agency 
has determined that a covered entity exerts con-
trol, regardless of whether such covered entity 

holds an equity or voting interest as described in 
subparagraph (A). 

(b) RULEMAKING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Commission shall issue rules to obtain informa-
tion to identify each entity— 

(A) that holds any authorization, license, or 
other grant of authority issued by the Commis-
sion (other than a license described in sub-
section (a)(1)); and 

(B) with respect to which a covered entity 
holds an equity or voting interest that is re-
quired to be reported to the Commission under 
the ownership rules of the Commission. 

(2) PLACEMENT ON LIST.—Not later than 1 year 
after the Commission issues the rules required 
by paragraph (1), the Commission shall place 
each entity described in such paragraph on the 
list published under subsection (a). 

(c) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT EXEMPTION.— 
A collection of information conducted or spon-
sored by the Commission to implement this sec-
tion does not constitute a collection of informa-
tion for the purposes of subchapter I of chapter 
35 of title 44, United States Code (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Paperwork Reduction Act’’). 

(d) ANNUAL UPDATES.—The Commission shall, 
not less frequently than annually, update the 
list published under subsection (a), including 
with respect to any entity required to be placed 
on such list by subsection (b)(2). 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE NATIONAL SECURITY AGEN-

CY.—The term ‘‘appropriate national security 
agency’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 9 of the Secure and Trusted Communica-
tions Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1608). 

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Communications Commission. 

(3) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘covered 
country’’ means a country specified in section 
4872(d)(2) of title 10, United States Code. 

(4) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered enti-
ty’’ means— 

(A) the government of a covered country; 
(B) an entity organized under the laws of a 

covered country; and 
(C) a subsidiary or affiliate of an entity de-

scribed in subparagraph (B), regardless of 
whether the subsidiary or affiliate is organized 
under the laws of a covered country. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the record 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

820, the Foreign Adversary Commu-
nications Transparency Act, led by the 
gentlewoman from New York’s 21st 
District. 

The Chinese Communist Party and 
other foreign adversaries present secu-
rity threats to our critical infrastruc-
ture. Entities with ties to these coun-
tries could be called upon to support 
and assist their national intelligence 

work, jeopardizing the security of 
American data and communications 
networks. As a result, the presence of 
their equipment in our networks pose a 
significant threat to our national secu-
rity. 

Over the years, Congress has worked 
to address these threats from passing 
legislation to rip-and-replace Huawei 
and ZTE equipment from our networks 
by encouraging TikTok to divest from 
its CCP-controlled parent company, 
ByteDance. We must build on this 
work by bringing transparency into the 
ways our foreign adversaries operate in 
our networks. 

This legislation requires the FCC to 
annually publish a list of entities with 
ties to our adversaries, Communist 
China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea, 
that hold a license, authorization, or 
other authority granted by the FCC. 

Understanding which adversaries are 
present in our communications net-
works as well as the threat they pose is 
necessary to strengthen our networks. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from New York’s 21st District 
for her leadership on this bill and the 
chair of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee for her leadership moving 
this bill to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 820, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
820, the Foreign Adversary Commu-
nications Transparency Act. 

Last week, the Department of Jus-
tice indicted two Russian nationals 
over payments made to several ex-
treme rightwing American influencers 
in an attempt to tip the scales in our 
Nation’s upcoming elections. This is an 
extremely disturbing and stark re-
minder of the length that foreign ad-
versary countries will go to use our 
media and communications networks 
to disrupt and divide us, weakening our 
country for their own benefit. 

Whether it is through social media, 
equipment, or the communications net-
works itself, we have seen these oper-
ations time and time again, which is 
why we must stay vigilant to minimize 
these risks or avoid them all together. 

Today, we are taking additional ac-
tion to stay ahead of these risks. H.R. 
820 will shed some light on the invest-
ments of foreign adversaries in our 
country’s communications networks. 

Every day these networks carry 
Americans’ most sensitive personal 
data. We must have a clear under-
standing if any foreign adversary coun-
tries, or the companies operating with-
in those countries, are investors in our 
communications networks. 

This is critically important because, 
unfortunately, we have too often seen 
foreign adversary governments or 
those beholden to them target these 
networks and the devices and applica-
tions running on top of them as a way 
to disrupt our daily lives or to conduct 
espionage campaigns. 
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Any communications network with 

ties to China, Russia, North Korea, and 
Iran magnifies this target and endan-
gers our national security interests. 

H.R. 820 helps address these concerns. 
This bipartisan bill would require the 
Federal Communications Commission 
to publish a list within 4 months indi-
cating any entities with ties to China, 
Russia, North Korea, and Iran that 
hold wireless and undersea cable li-
censes that power our country’s mobile 
and fixed communications networks. 

The bill would also require the FCC 
to issue rules in 18 months to help it 
attain foreign ownership information 
for the remaining authorization, li-
censes, and grants that the agency 
issues. The FCC would then publish on 
its list any additional entities with ties 
to China, Russia, North Korea, and 
Iran no later than 1 year after the new 
rules are adopted. The FCC would also 
need to update this entity list annu-
ally. 

With this bill, we continue to secure 
our communications networks and pro-
tect Americans from rogue nation- 
states seeking to use our networks 
against us. This bill will also help us 
better protect our allies as they too 
rely on our global undersea cable net-
work for broadband services. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 820, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
STEFANIK), the bill’s sponsor. 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I rise today in support of bipar-
tisan legislation, the Foreign Adver-
sary Communications Transparency or 
FACT Act. 

I will thank again our Energy and 
Commerce Chairwoman CATHY MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS, Chairman LATTA, Rank-
ing Member PALLONE, and the entire 
committee for their support. 

Additionally, I will take the time to 
thank the previous chair of the Select 
Committee on the Strategic Competi-
tion Between the United States and the 
Chinese Communist Party, MIKE GAL-
LAGHER; the current chair, Chairman 
JOHN MOOLENAAR; and Ranking Mem-
ber RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI for their 
work this Congress in advancing public 
awareness of the dire threat that Com-
munist China poses to America’s pros-
perity and passing critical legislation 
to counter that critical threat. 

Communist China is using every tool 
at its disposal to conduct a coordinated 
campaign to surveil and collect infor-
mation on Americans. One of the ways 
that the CCP is doing this is through 
infiltrating our telecommunications 
and technology markets. 

Despite this clear and present threat 
posed by Communist Chinese-con-
trolled telecommunications company, 
many still maintain authorities to op-
erate in the United States. Even worse, 
while some CCP-controlled companies 
like Huawei and ZTE have been pub-
licly identified, there are other Com-

munist Chinese telecom and tech com-
panies that have not yet drawn public 
scrutiny. 

My bipartisan FACT Act will provide 
much-needed transparency into the 
level of Communist China’s infiltration 
into our technology sector. 

The FACT Act will require the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to 
publish a list of companies who both 
hold FCC authorizations and have any 
ownership by foreign adversarial gov-
ernments, including China, Russia, 
Iran, and others. 

This public disclosure will help to 
shine a light on the malign access and 
influence Communist Chinese compa-
nies have inside our tech and telecom 
markets. We cannot allow companies 
controlled by the CCP or other foreign 
adversaries to have unfettered and un-
known access to our telecommuni-
cations infrastructure. 

This legislation will give Americans 
much-needed transparency and will 
pave the way for future action to 
counter these adversarial-owned listed 
companies. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this bipartisan 
bill to counter the influence of Com-
munist China and other foreign adver-
saries on America’s telecommuni-
cations infrastructure. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I, again, 
urge support for this important legisla-
tion to protect us on a bipartisan basis, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, this legis-
lation came out of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee 44–0. It shows 
how important this legislation is, and I 
urge support of H.R. 820. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 820, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1645 

REMOVING OUR UNSECURE TECH-
NOLOGIES TO ENSURE RELI-
ABILITY AND SECURITY ACT 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7589) to direct the Secretary of 
Commerce, acting through the Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information, to con-
duct a study of the national security 
risks posed by consumer routers, 
modems, and devices that combine a 
modem and router, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7589 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Removing 

Our Unsecure Technologies to Ensure Reli-
ability and Security Act’’ or the ‘‘ROUTERS 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STUDY OF NATIONAL SECURITY RISKS 

POSED BY CERTAIN ROUTERS AND 
MODEMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a study of the national security risks 
posed by consumer routers, modems, and de-
vices that combine a modem and router that 
are designed, developed, manufactured, or 
supplied by persons owned by, controlled by, 
or subject to the influence of a covered coun-
try. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a report on the results of the 
study conducted under subsection (a). 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘covered 

country’’ means a country specified in sec-
tion 4872(d)(2) of title 10, United States Code. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting 
through the Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Information. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 

legislation, H.R. 7589, the ROUTERS 
Act. 

Routers and modems play a key role 
in communications networks. They are 
the entry point through which the pub-
lic accesses the internet. Thus, we 
must make sure that they are secure. 

Bad actors can exploit vulnerabilities 
in routers to infect users’ computers, 
access their information, or disrupt 
their networks. 

National security agencies, including 
the Director of National Intelligence, 
the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of Homeland Security, have 
reported on the threat posed by the 
vulnerability in routers and how some 
Communist Chinese Party-sponsored 
hackers have used these vulnerabilities 
to launch attacks. We should take 
these matters and reports seriously. 

Further, we know that companies 
with ties to the CCP could be forced to 
support China’s intelligence activities. 
We can imagine how they could use 
vulnerabilities in their equipment to 
aid these efforts. 

That is why I am pleased to sponsor 
the ROUTERS Act, which would direct 
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the Secretary of Commerce through 
the Assistant Secretary of Communica-
tions and Information to study the na-
tional security risk posed by routers 
and modems produced by companies 
with ties to foreign adversaries. This 
study will help Congress understand 
the scope and risk of this threat and 
will inform whether we need to remove 
this equipment from our networks. 

This legislation bolsters our bipar-
tisan efforts to remove untrusted 
equipment from our communications 
ecosystem. 

In the past 4 years, we passed the Se-
cure and Trusted Communications Net-
works Act to remove Huawei and ZTE 
equipment from our networks, and we 
passed the Secure Equipment Act, 
which prohibits the Federal Commu-
nications Commission from author-
izing equipment from untrusted ven-
dors. Today’s legislation builds on this 
work. 

I thank our chair, the gentlewoman 
from Washington (Mrs. RODGERS), and 
the members of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee for a strong bipar-
tisan vote for this legislation back in 
March. It is imperative we move for-
ward with these efforts to mitigate the 
widespread availability of this equip-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 7589, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
7589, the Removing Our Unsecure Tech-
nologies to Ensure Reliability and Se-
curity Act, or the ROUTERS Act. 

This bill is an important step to pro-
vide Americans with the confidence to 
trust that the devices they use in their 
homes to connect to the internet are 
free from the influence of our foreign 
adversaries. 

H.R. 7589 accomplishes this objective 
by requiring the Secretary of Com-
merce, acting through the Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information, to study 
the national security risk posed by 
routers and modems found in American 
homes that are manufactured or sold 
to entities with ties to foreign adver-
sary countries. The Secretary must 
also deliver a report to Congress of this 
study within 1 year. 

I think it is crucial that we under-
stand the cybersecurity and national 
security risks that our networks face 
from equipment that originates from 
our foreign adversaries. This is espe-
cially true given that our Nation’s 
communications networks are an inte-
gral component to nearly every facet of 
American life, which also makes them 
prime targets for attack. 

This legislation will help us to better 
protect American families and our 
country from bad actors who want to 
carry out malicious attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
PELTOLA and Chairman LATTA of the 
Subcommittee on Communications and 
Technology for their bipartisan work 
on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, this is another bill that 
is part of this effort to try to make 
sure that our foreign adversaries are 
not hurting us in many ways in the 
communications sector. It is an impor-
tant bill, and I urge my colleagues to 
vote for it on a bipartisan basis. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, this legis-
lation moved through the Energy and 
Commerce Committee 43–0, showing 
the absolute importance of moving this 
legislation through. I urge support of 
H.R. 7589 and yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEUSER). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
7589. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DECOUPLING FROM FOREIGN AD-
VERSARIAL BATTERY DEPEND-
ENCE ACT 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 8631) to prohibit the Secretary of 
Homeland Security from procuring cer-
tain foreign-made batteries, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8631 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Decoupling 
from Foreign Adversarial Battery Dependence 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF 

FUNDS FOR PROCUREMENT OF CER-
TAIN BATTERIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on October 1, 
2027, none of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated or otherwise made available for the De-
partment of Homeland Security may be obli-
gated to procure a battery produced by an enti-
ty specified in subsection (b). 

(b) ENTITIES SPECIFIED.—The entities specified 
in this subsection are the following: 

(1) Contemporary Amperex Technology Com-
pany, Limited (also known as ‘‘CATL’’). 

(2) BYD Company, Limited. 
(3) Envision Energy, Limited. 
(4) EVE Energy Company, Limited. 
(5) Gotion High tech Company, Limited. 
(6) Hithium Energy Storage Technology com-

pany, Limited. 
(7) Any entity on any list required under 

clauses (i), (ii), (iv), or (v) of section 2(d)(2)(B) 
of Public Law 117–78 (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act’’). 

(8) Any entity identified by the Secretary of 
Defense as a Chinese military company pursu-
ant to section 1260H of the William M. (Mac) 
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note). 

(9) Any entity included in Supplement No. 4 to 
part 744 of title 15, Code of Federal Regulations, 
or any successor regulation. 

(10) Any subsidiary or successor to an entity 
specified in paragraphs (1) through (9). 

(c) TREATMENT OF PRODUCTION.—For pur-
poses of this section, a battery shall be treated 

as produced by an entity specified in subsection 
(b) if such entity— 

(1) assembles or manufactures the final prod-
uct that uses such battery; or 

(2) creates or otherwise provides a majority of 
the components used in such battery. 

(d) WAIVERS.— 
(1) RELATING TO ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary 

of Homeland Security may waive the limitation 
under subsection (a) if the Secretary assesses in 
the affirmative all of the following: 

(A) The batteries to be procured do not pose a 
national security, data, or infrastructure risk to 
the United States. 

(B) There is no available alternative to pro-
cure batteries that are— 

(i) of similar or better cost and quality; and 
(ii) produced by an entity not specified in sub-

section (b). 
(2) RELATING TO RESEARCH.—The Secretary of 

Homeland Security may waive the limitation 
under subsection (a) if the Secretary determines 
that the batteries to be procured are for the sole 
purpose of research, evaluation, training, test-
ing, or analysis 

(3) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not later 
than 15 days after granting a waiver under this 
subsection, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a notification relat-
ing thereto. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of the 
Senate a report on the anticipated impacts on 
mission and costs on the Department of Home-
land Security associated with carrying out this 
section, including with respect to following com-
ponents of the Department: 

(1) U.S. Customs and Border Protection, in-
cluding the U.S. Border Patrol. 

(2) U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, including Homeland Security Investiga-
tions. 

(3) The United States Secret Service. 
(4) The Transportation Security Administra-

tion. 
(5) The United States Coast Guard. 
(6) The Federal Protective Service. 
(7) The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency. 
(8) The Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Centers. 
(9) The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-

curity Agency. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. GIMENEZ) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8631, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of my bill, H.R. 8631, the Decoupling 
from Foreign Adversarial Battery De-
pendence Act. 
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Our world is increasingly reliant on 

battery technology, from the 
smartphones in our pockets to the en-
ergy storage systems that power our 
homes and businesses. 

This dependence underscores a larger 
issue: Our Nation is becoming increas-
ingly reliant on foreign adversarial en-
tities for the materials and tech-
nologies that power these devices, 
which poses grave risk to our Nation’s 
security and economic stability. 

As it stands, Communist China pro-
duces approximately 80 percent of the 
world’s batteries and roughly 70 per-
cent of the world’s lithium-ion bat-
teries. These staggering numbers leave 
U.S. supply chains vulnerable and our 
Nation’s security at risk. 

Recently, the United States House 
Select Committee on Strategic Com-
petition Between the United States and 
the Chinese Communist Party, a com-
mittee that I am a member of, uncov-
ered information that revealed that at 
least two of the world’s top battery 
manufacturers, CATL and Gotion High- 
Tech, are affiliated with Xinjiang Pro-
duction and Construction Corporation, 
a paramilitary and CCP-owned entity 
that is expressly named in the Uyghur 
Forced Labor Prevention Act statute 
due to its egregious forced labor prac-
tices. 

Specifically, XPCC has been accused 
of assisting the CCP’s policy in 
Xinjiang that implemented comprehen-
sive surveillance, detention, and indoc-
trination that targeted Uyghur Mus-
lims and other ethnic minority groups 
that the CCP is attempting to eradi-
cate. Furthermore, XPCC utilizes 
forced labor practices to manufacture 
their wide range of products. 

In addition, dependence on batteries 
that are manufactured in the PRC pre-
sents incredible risks to our national 
security. There are legitimate concerns 
that PRC-aligned battery companies 
and other similar Chinese entities 
could install malware and other intel-
ligence-gathering sensors on these 
products, which could result in gath-
ering sensitive information or execute 
a shutdown on EV charging networks 
and battery-energy storage systems or 
even disable targeted vehicles through 
hardware infiltration. 

Last year, reports indicated that the 
PRC-aligned CATL installed its bat-
teries at facilities in Florida, Virginia, 
Nevada, and California, as well as a 
solar farm on leased land inside the 
U.S. Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune 
in North Carolina. Energy-storage bat-
teries produced by the PRC-aligned 
CATL at Camp Lejeune have been de-
commissioned, following increased 
pressure from Congress. 

The Pentagon’s decision to not only 
remove the PRC-aligned CATL bat-
teries from Camp Lejeune but also to 
make it clear it will not buy CATL bat-
teries because of concerns is more than 
adequate to demonstrate why we 
should not have these batteries in 
other parts of our critical infrastruc-
ture. 

Our government should not be spend-
ing tax dollars to procure batteries 
from companies that profit from slave 
labor or provide another avenue for the 
CCP to expand their surveillance appa-
ratus here in the United States home-
land. 

My legislation, H.R. 8631, the Decou-
pling from Foreign Adversarial Battery 
Dependence Act, is a critical first step 
in addressing this issue. Modeled after 
previous provisions included in the fis-
cal year 2024 NDAA, my legislation 
builds off these efforts and prohibits 
the Department of Homeland Security 
from procuring battery technology 
companies that have deep ties to the 
CCP and engage in human rights 
abuses. In doing so, this bill helps our 
Nation take a step to advance efforts 
to decouple from the PRC and safe-
guard critical supply chains from ex-
ploitation. 

I am proud to see this bill pass out of 
committee in a bipartisan nature and 
look forward to seeing it pass the full 
House with a bipartisan vote. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, my fellow Democrats 
and I strongly support the intent of 
this bill, which is to reduce our reli-
ance on global adversaries and build up 
an industrial manufacturing base in 
the United States by prohibiting DHS 
from procuring batteries from certain 
Chinese companies. 

I am grateful the committee included 
Ranking Member THOMPSON’s amend-
ment to the original bill, which ex-
pands the number of companies subject 
to the prohibition. In addition to the 
six Chinese companies named in the 
original bill, Ranking Member THOMP-
SON’s amendment expands the prohibi-
tion to include any companies using 
Uyghur forced labor identified by the 
Secretary of Defense as Chinese mili-
tary companies and engaging in activi-
ties contrary to U.S. national security 
or foreign policy interests, according 
to the Department of Commerce. 

I also thank the committee for in-
cluding Representative SUOZZI’s 
amendment, which requires DHS to 
produce a report on the potential im-
pacts and costs associated with car-
rying out this bill before the prohibi-
tion goes into effect. The report will 
help DHS and Congress manage any un-
anticipated negative consequences 
from this bill. 

While these amendments have made 
the bill better, there are lingering con-
cerns, including how a ban on Chinese- 
made batteries will impact DHS’ abil-
ity to buy American-made electric ve-
hicles, since most American EV pro-
ducers use Chinese-sourced batteries. 

The bill could also further be im-
proved by requiring DHS to identify 
ways to foster job creation and eco-
nomic growth here at home and ensure 
the inclusion of economically dis-
advantaged individuals and small busi-
nesses when purchasing batteries. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1700 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
MOOLENAAR). 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to support Representative 
GIMENEZ’ Foreign Adversarial Battery 
Dependence Act to protect taxpayer 
dollars from growing our dependence 
on CCP-controlled battery technology. 

As Representative GIMENEZ noted, 
the House Select Committee on China 
has investigated the world’s cutting- 
edge battery manufacturers in China. 
There is indisputable evidence that two 
CCP-aligned battery makers, Gotion 
and CATL, are deeply connected to 
forced labor and the ongoing genocide 
in China. Gotion and CATL plan to 
build factories in the United States and 
thereby grow our dependence on their 
slave labor-tainted supply chains. 

For my colleagues who care deeply 
about embracing next-generation en-
ergy technologies, I would just say 
this: We need America to lead when it 
comes to new energy sources, not 
China. We cannot lead by following. 
Buying Chinese technology will only 
dig ourselves further into dependence 
on the CCP. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote in favor of this impor-
tant legislation and to protect our crit-
ical supply chains. 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Republicans and Democrats alike 
recognize the threat posed by China 
and stand unified in defense of our na-
tional and homeland security. 

H.R. 8631 is imperfect, but it is a step 
in the right direction, and I urge my 
colleagues to support it. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to 
surrender dominance over our critical 
supply chains to our geopolitical ri-
vals. Communist China will exploit any 
economic or security vulnerabilities 
that could be created from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s reliance 
on lithium-ion batteries. 

To put an end to this dependence and 
to take important steps in decoupling 
from the CCP, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
H.R. 8631. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
GIMENEZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8631, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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DETECTION EQUIPMENT AND 

TECHNOLOGY EVALUATION TO 
COUNTER THE THREAT OF 
FENTANYL AND XYLAZINE ACT 
OF 2024 
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 8663) to require the Science and 
Technology Directorate in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to develop 
greater capacity to detect, identify, 
and disrupt illicit substances in very 
low concentrations. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8663 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Detection 
Equipment and Technology Evaluation to 
Counter the Threat of Fentanyl and Xylazine 
Act of 2024’’ or the ‘‘DETECT Fentanyl and 
Xylazine Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. ENHANCING THE CAPACITY TO DETECT, 

IDENTIFY, AND DISRUPT DRUGS 
SUCH AS FENTANYL AND XYLAZINE. 

Section 302 of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 182) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(15) carrying out research, development, 

testing, evaluation, and cost-benefit anal-
yses to improve the safety, effectiveness, and 
efficiency of equipment and reference librar-
ies for use by Federal, State, local, Tribal, 
and territorial law enforcement agencies for 
the accurate detection of drugs or the dis-
ruption of drug trafficking for drugs such as 
fentanyl and xylazine, including, but not 
limited to— 

‘‘(A) portable equipment that can detect 
and identify drugs with minimal or no han-
dling of the sample; 

‘‘(B) equipment that can separate complex 
mixtures containing low concentrations of 
drugs and high concentrations of cutting 
agents into their component parts to enable 
signature extraction for field identification 
and detection; and 

‘‘(C) technologies that use machine learn-
ing or artificial intelligence (as defined in 
section 5002 of the National Artificial Intel-
ligence Initiative Act of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401)) 
and other techniques to predict whether the 
substances in a sample are controlled sub-
stance analogues or other new psychoactive 
substances not yet included in available ref-
erence libraries.’’. 
SEC. 3. REQUIREMENTS. 

In carrying out section 302(15) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section 
2, the Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology shall— 

(1) follow the recommendations, guide-
lines, and best practices described in the Ar-
tificial Intelligence Risk Management 
Framework (NIST AI 100–1) or any successor 
document published by the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology; and 

(2) establish the Directorate of Science and 
Technology’s research, development, testing, 
evaluation, and cost-benefit analysis prior-
ities under such section 302(15) based on the 
latest available information, including the 
latest State and Territory Report on Endur-
ing and Emerging Threats published by the 
Drug Enforcement Administration or any 
successor document. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

Florida (Mr. GIMENEZ) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8663, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 8663, the DETECT Fentanyl and 
Xylazine Act of 2024. 

As the catastrophe at our southern 
border has continued to spiral out of 
control, the trafficking of fentanyl and 
other drugs has reached critical levels, 
putting Americans and law enforce-
ment officials at risk. 

The unchecked drug flow has dev-
astated families and communities 
across the country, and the Committee 
on Homeland Security has uncovered 
throughout the course of the past 2 
years this devastating lack of enforce-
ment at the southern border. 

While our brave law enforcement and 
frontline border personnel do their best 
to interdict, they do not always have 
the tools and resources to effectively 
do so. H.R. 8663 will improve drug de-
tection accuracy through DHS Science 
and Technology Directorate research 
and providing critical equipment for 
Federal, State, local, Tribal, and terri-
torial law enforcement dealing with 
fentanyl, xylazine, and other deadly 
drugs. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. LALOTA) 
for his work on this legislation. I urge 
all Members to support it, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 8663, the Detection Equipment 
and Technology Evaluation to Counter 
the Threat of Fentanyl and Xylazine 
Act is a critical piece of legislation 
that empowers the DHS Science and 
Technology Directorate to enhance the 
ability of all levels of law enforcement 
to detect and disrupt illicit substances. 

This bipartisan bill, which is cospon-
sored in the House by my colleagues 
Congressmen LOU CORREA and DON 
DAVIS, was initially introduced by Sen-
ators CORNYN, OSSOFF, LANKFORD, and 
SINEMA this past spring. 

The bill mandates the development 
of advanced technologies, such as port-
able drug detectors that require mini-
mal sample handling, equipment capa-
ble of separating complex drug mix-
tures into identifiable components, and 
the use of artificial intelligence to 
identify emerging threats. 

These innovations are designed to 
improve the efficiency and accuracy of 
drug detection efforts, providing law 

enforcement with the tools they need 
to stay ahead of traffickers and safe-
guard our communities. 

While this bipartisan bill is undeni-
ably a step forward in combating the 
widespread issue of illicit substances 
like fentanyl and xylazine, it is essen-
tial to recognize that its impact goes 
far beyond the narrow scope of any na-
tion’s involvement, including China’s. 
The challenges of detecting these dan-
gerous drugs are global in nature, and 
the solutions proposed by this bill ad-
dress a broad spectrum of threats that 
law enforcement faces across the 
United States. 

This bill is primarily a response and 
provides comprehensive benefits in bol-
stering our national security and pub-
lic health infrastructure. Therefore, 
while we strongly support the bill’s ob-
jectives, we resist the effort to politi-
cize any aspect of this critical issue, 
especially given the complexity and 
widespread nature of this action. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
LALOTA), the author of the legislation. 

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, the 
United States of America, the greatest 
nation the world has ever known, is 
facing an unprecedented crisis as dead-
ly drugs like fentanyl and xylazine dev-
astate our communities. It is impera-
tive that our leaders here in Congress 
work together to confront this epi-
demic and save lives. 

Last year, there were over 107,000 
drug overdose deaths. Of those deaths, 
over 81,000 involved opioids. Based on 
prior years’ statistics, we estimate 
that fentanyl was responsible for near-
ly 90 percent of all synthetic opioid-re-
lated deaths. That is almost 73,000 
fentanyl deaths in just 1 year. 

These staggering statistics are not 
just numbers. They represent real lives 
lost, real families shattered, and real 
communities that are forever changed 
for the worse. It is the biggest cause of 
death of Americans ages 18–45, and it 
does not discriminate based on race or 
economic class. It kills in each of our 
districts—170 fentanyl deaths per con-
gressional district per year on average. 

Even more troubling is xylazine. 
Known on the streets as tranq, it is 
now being mixed with fentanyl, mak-
ing the drug even more deadly and 
more difficult to detect. 

We must do more, more to get these 
dangerous substances off our streets 
and ensure our law enforcement offi-
cers have every tool and resource nec-
essary to combat this crisis effectively, 
which is why I was proud to introduce 
the DETECT Fentanyl and Xylazine 
Act, a bipartisan bill that will do just 
that. 

This legislation is not just a response 
to the ever-growing threat of illicit 
narcotics like fentanyl and xylazine. It 
is a critical step in our fight to protect 
our communities and to save lives. 
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Too many Americans have experi-

enced the devastation caused by illicit 
drugs like fentanyl and xylazine. These 
substances have infiltrated our neigh-
borhoods, torn families apart, and 
claimed countless lives across our 
great Nation. From Long Island to Los 
Angeles, no community has been 
spared, and for far too long, illegal 
drug smugglers have made it their mis-
sion to poison our streets with these il-
licit substances. 

Every day, our law enforcement offi-
cers, those on the front lines of this 
battle, are forced to confront these 
threats with often outdated and inad-
equate tools. That is why this legisla-
tion is so important. 

The act will authorize the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to conduct 
critical research and development, 
testing, and evaluation of state-of-the- 
art detection equipment. This legisla-
tion will also empower Federal, State, 
local, and Tribal law enforcement 
agencies with the best technology 
available to detect and intercept even 
the smallest amounts of these dan-
gerous substances. 

This legislation will also create an 
important new statutory responsibility 
for the Science and Technology Direc-
torate at DHS to focus on three key 
areas: one, developing portable detec-
tion equipment; two, improving tech-
nologies to separate complex mixtures; 
and, three, leveraging artificial intel-
ligence and machine learning. 

Let me be clear. This is not just 
about equipment and technology. This 
is about the lives that we have a duty 
to protect. It is about ensuring that a 
child does not lose a parent to a lethal 
dose of fentanyl. It is about preventing 
the next wave of overdose deaths that 
leaves yet another community in 
mourning. It is about making sure that 
every law enforcement officer has the 
tools they need to safely and effec-
tively do their job. 

I thank my friend from the other side 
of the aisle and fellow Homeland Secu-
rity Committee member, Congressman 
LOU CORREA, for partnering with me in 
introducing this critical bipartisan leg-
islation and Senators CORNYN, OSSOFF, 
and SINEMA for their partnership in the 
Senate in this vital legislation. 

I also thank the coalitions of organi-
zations representing law enforcement 
professionals, public health advocates, 
and local governments across the Na-
tion that have endorsed this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the DETECT 
Fentanyl and Xylazine Act. Let’s give 
our law enforcement the resources they 
need, let’s protect our communities, 
and let’s save lives. 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Republicans and Democrats alike 
recognize the challenges facing law en-
forcement in the detection of dan-
gerous drugs like fentanyl. H.R. 8663 is 
a step in the right direction, and I urge 
my colleagues to support it. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. As 
more and more Americans are nega-
tively impacted by fentanyl and other 
deadly drugs, it is important to take 
steps to mitigate and detect the flow of 
these drugs over our borders. I urge 
passage of H.R. 8663, which will develop 
a greater capacity to detect, identify, 
and disrupt illicit substances. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
GIMENEZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8663. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUBTERRANEAN BORDER 
DEFENSE ACT 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7404) to require annual reports on 
counter illicit cross-border tunnel op-
erations, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7404 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Subterra-
nean Border Defense Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORTS ON COUNTER ILLICIT 

CROSS-BORDER TUNNEL OPER-
ATIONS. 

Paragraph (2) of section 7134(a) of the 
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 
117–263; 6 U.S.C. 257 note) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and annually thereafter’’ after ‘‘de-
velopment of the strategic plan’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. GIMENEZ) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 7404, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 7404, the Subterranean Border 
Defense Act. 

Due to President Biden, Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS, and Secretary Mayorkas’ 
collective failures and refusal to secure 
our border, transnational criminal or-
ganizations are unchecked in their ef-
forts to infiltrate into the United 
States. 

These illicit pathways into our coun-
try have only made it easier for crimi-
nals to bring their illegal business into 
the homeland, from human trafficking 
to drug smuggling deadly fentanyl and 
other drugs that are being funneled 
from nations afar, including Com-
munist China. 

H.R. 7404 will require DHS to provide 
annual reports on its efforts to counter 
illicit tunnel operations. 

I commend the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. CRANE) for his leadership on 
this effort and urge strong support for 
the measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1715 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
bill because we should have more over-
sight and information on the threat of 
tunnels going under our borders and 
the actions our government is taking 
to counter them. 

Tunnels are used by transnational 
criminal organizations looking to 
make a profit, and most of the people 
using them are not Chinese. 

Over the past 30 years, cartels have 
created illegal tunnels under border 
walls and barriers to smuggle people 
and drugs into this country and send 
out money and firearms, including as-
sault weapons. 

Since 1990, law enforcement has dis-
covered more than 230 tunnels across 
U.S. borders. 

These tunnels can be sophisticated. 
In 2019, CBP discovered a tunnel near 
the San Diego, California, and Tijuana, 
Mexico, border that was over three- 
quarters of a mile long. 

This bill simply creates an annual re-
porting requirement to keep Congress 
informed on the DHS’ efforts to 
counter illicit cross-border tunnels and 
hold bad actors accountable. 

The information this bipartisan piece 
of legislation requires will help inform 
Congress of the situation on the border 
and what authorities or resources 
might be needed. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. CRANE), 
the author of this legislation. 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak in favor of my bill, the 
Subterranean Border Defense Act, a bi-
partisan piece of border security legis-
lation that I have introduced alongside 
Congressman CORREA from California. 

Effective border security is created 
by overlapping deterrents. That is 
something we are desperately lacking 
at our border. 

The Subterranean Border Defense 
Act would help us address the growing 
threat of illicit cross-border tunnels by 
requiring annual reports to Congress 
on counter-tunnel operations, for-
tifying our security system at the bor-
der. 
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Put simply, this would help us ensure 

that Congress has the necessary data 
to forge another much-needed layer of 
defense. 

As transnational criminal organiza-
tions continue to grow in both size and 
sophistication, illicit cross-border tun-
nels along the southwest border of the 
United States represent a significant 
and growing threat to national secu-
rity. 

Congress must address this deadly 
threat and ensure U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection has the resources 
needed to acquire counter-tunnel tech-
nology. 

Since 1990, officials have discovered 
more than 140 tunnels that have 
breached the U.S. border with an 80 
percent increase in tunnel activity oc-
curring since 2008. 

Over the years, CBP has worked to 
combat these tunnels as part of their 
overall strategy. In fact, the United 
States conducts research, development, 
and test activities with Israel who 
must contend with a vast network of 
Hamas tunnels originating in the Gaza 
Strip. This partnership helps us detect 
and destroy tunnels in our respective 
countries. 

The FY23 NDAA mandated that CBP 
submit a one-time report to Congress 
on a strategic plan for countering il-
licit cross-border tunnel operations. 

This singular report has since led 
Congress to conduct critical oversight 
and has enabled CBP to formalize 
many of the processes, technologies, 
and resources needed to counteract il-
legal tunnels under the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 

My bill would expand on this success 
by mandating a report every year 
going forward to ensure Congress has 
sufficient knowledge and oversight re-
garding this dynamic threat. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to support this 
legislation for a secure southern bor-
der. 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe this bill is a 
step in the right direction. 

Receiving information from the De-
partment of Homeland Security on an 
annual basis will improve Congress’ ef-
forts to counter illicit cross-border 
tunnels and hold bad actors account-
able. 

I support this bipartisan piece of leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support the bipartisan Subterranean 
Border Defense Act, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
GIMENEZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7404. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COUNTERING THE PRC MALIGN IN-
FLUENCE FUND AUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2023 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1157) to provide for the authoriza-
tion of appropriations for the Coun-
tering the People’s Republic of China 
Malign Influence Fund, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1157 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Countering 
the PRC Malign Influence Fund Authoriza-
tion Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR COUNTERING THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA MALIGN INFLU-
ENCE FUND. 

(a) COUNTERING THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA MALIGN INFLUENCE FUND.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 
appropriated $325,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2023 through 2027 for the Countering 
the People’s Republic of China Malign Influ-
ence Fund to counter the malign influence of 
the Chinese Communist Party and the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China 
and entities acting on their behalf globally. 

(2) AVAILABILITY; AMOUNTS IN ADDITION TO 
OTHER AMOUNTS.—Amounts appropriated pur-
suant to the authorization of appropriations 
under paragraph (1)— 

(A) are authorized to remain available 
until expended; and 

(B) shall be in addition to amounts other-
wise authorized to be appropriated for the 
purposes described in paragraph (1). 

(b) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—The obliga-
tion of funds appropriated pursuant to the 
authorization of appropriations under sub-
section (a) or otherwise made available for 
the purposes described in subsection (a)(1) 
shall be subject to prior consultation with, 
and consistent with section 634A of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394–1), 
the regular notification procedures of— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(c) POLICY GUIDANCE, COORDINATION, AND 
APPROVAL.— 

(1) COORDINATOR.—The Secretary of State 
shall designate an existing senior official of 
the Department of State to provide policy 
guidance, coordination, and approval for the 
obligation of funds appropriated pursuant to 
the authorization of appropriations under 
subsection (a). 

(2) ASSISTANT COORDINATOR.—The Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development shall designate an ex-
isting senior official of the United States 
Agency for International Development to as-
sist and consult with the senior official of 
the Department of State designated pursu-
ant to paragraph (1). 

(3) DUTIES.—The senior official of the De-
partment of State designated pursuant to 
paragraph (1) shall be responsible for— 

(A) on an annual basis, the identification 
of specific strategic priorities for using funds 
appropriated pursuant to the authorization 
of appropriations under subsection (a), such 
as geographic areas of focus or functional 
categories of programming that funds are to 
be concentrated within, consistent with the 
national interests of the United States and 
the purposes of this section; 

(B) the coordination and approval of all 
programming conducted using such funds, 
based on an assessment that such program-
ming directly counters the malign influence 
of the Chinese Communist Party or the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China, 
including specific activities or policies ad-
vanced by the Chinese Communist Party or 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China and entities acting on their behalf 
globally, pursuant to the strategic objectives 
of the United States, as established in the 
2017 National Security Strategy, the 2018 Na-
tional Defense Strategy, and other relevant 
national and regional strategies as appro-
priate; 

(C) ensuring that all programming ap-
proved bears a sufficiently direct nexus to 
such activities of the Chinese Communist 
Party or the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China described in subsection (d) 
and adheres to the requirements outlined in 
subsection (e); and 

(D) conducting oversight, monitoring, and 
evaluation of the effectiveness of all pro-
gramming conducted using such funds to en-
sure that it advances United States interests 
and degrades the ability of the Chinese Com-
munist Party or the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, to advance activities 
that align with subsection (d) of this section. 

(4) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The senior 
official of the Department of State des-
ignated pursuant to paragraph (1) shall, in 
coordinating and approving programming 
pursuant to paragraph (2), seek— 

(A) to conduct appropriate interagency 
consultation; and 

(B) to ensure, to the maximum extent 
practicable, that all approved programming 
functions in concert with other Federal ac-
tivities to counter the malign influence of 
the Chinese Communist Party or the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China. 

(d) MALIGN INFLUENCE.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘malign influence’’, with respect to the 
Chinese Communist Party or the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, shall 
be construed to include acts conducted by 
the Chinese Communist Party or the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, or 
entities acting on their behalf that— 

(1) undermine a free and open international 
order; 

(2) advance an alternative, repressive 
international order that bolsters the Chinese 
Communist Party’s or the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China’s hegemonic 
ambitions and is characterized by coercion 
and dependency; 

(3) undermine the national security or sov-
ereignty of the United States or other coun-
tries; or 

(4) undermine the economic security of the 
United States or other countries, including 
by promoting corruption and advancing coer-
cive economic practices. 

(e) COUNTERING MALIGN INFLUENCE.—In this 
section, countering malign influence 
through the use of funds appropriated pursu-
ant to the authorization of appropriations 
under subsection (a) shall include efforts— 

(1) to promote transparency and account-
ability, and reduce corruption, including in 
governance structures targeted by the ma-
lign influence of the Chinese Communist 
Party or the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China; 
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(2) to support civil society and independent 

media to raise awareness of and increase 
transparency regarding the negative impact 
of activities related to the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, associated initiatives, other eco-
nomic initiatives with strategic or political 
purposes, and coercive economic practices; 

(3) to counter transnational criminal net-
works that benefit, or benefit from, the ma-
lign influence of the Chinese Communist 
Party or the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China; 

(4) to encourage economic development 
structures that help protect against preda-
tory lending schemes, including support for 
market-based alternatives in key economic 
sectors, such as digital economy, energy, and 
infrastructure; 

(5) to counter activities that provide undue 
influence to the security forces of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; 

(6) to expose misinformation and 
disinformation of the Chinese Communist 
Party’s or the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China’s propaganda, including 
through programs carried out by the Global 
Engagement Center; and 

(7) to counter efforts by the Chinese Com-
munist Party or the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to legitimize or pro-
mote authoritarian ideology and governance 
models. 

(f) ANNUAL SUMMARY.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2023, and annually thereafter for 5 
years, the senior official of the Department 
of State designated pursuant to subsection 
(c)(1) shall submit to the congressional com-
mittees specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
subsection (b), a summary identifying each 
activity or program approved pursuant to 
subsection (c), and shall include— 

(1) for each program or activity, an identi-
fication of the country or regional location 
of the program or activity; 

(2) for each program or activity, whether 
the program or activity was ongoing prior to 
receiving support from funds from the Coun-
tering People’s Republic of China Malign In-
fluence Fund, or any predecessor resource in-
tended for the same or substantially similar 
purpose; 

(3) for each program or activity, an identi-
fication of the acts described in subsection 
(d) that such program or activity is intended 
to counter; and 

(4) a table identifying the respective allo-
cation of all programs or activities approved 
during that fiscal year across accounts and 
regional or functional bureaus. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of my legislation, H.R. 1157, Countering 
the PRC Malign Influence Fund Au-
thorization Act. 

The Chinese Communist Party is the 
most dangerous threat America has 

faced in decades, and Beijing has been 
spreading its malign influence across 
the world. 

China knows that one of the United 
States’ greatest assets is our credi-
bility and effectiveness in supporting 
our allies and partners. 

Thus, the CCP is actively working to 
undermine U.S. legitimacy across the 
world by undercutting and distorting 
markets in areas such as critical infra-
structure. 

Among other things, their disruptive 
tools include predatory lending, coer-
cive economic practices, misinforma-
tion, taking advantage of foreign cor-
ruption, and legitimizing 
authoritarianism. 

The Countering the PRC Malign In-
fluence Fund was originally created by 
an appropriation intended to address 
China’s pernicious and growing influ-
ence, but for too long it has been used 
as a slush fund for the State Depart-
ment’s vanity projects, for example: $6 
million for expanding Pacific Island 
weather and ocean data collection, $5 
million for English language training 
in Angola, $2.5 million for scooter 
charging stations in Vietnam. 

While some may argue that funding 
for these types of activities can 
counter the PRC by meeting the wish 
lists of our partners experiencing PRC 
pressure, there are other organizations 
like the Development Finance Corpora-
tion and USAID that are already able 
to meet these types of needs with their 
own appropriated and authorized fund-
ing. 

The bill before us today will create 
specific statutory guardrails so that 
our taxpayer dollars are used strategi-
cally and effectively to counter the 
CCP’s malign influence. 

It specifies the aims and duties of the 
fund, requires consultation with Con-
gress before funds are obligated, and 
mandates an annual report on the 
fund’s activities. This is basic congres-
sional stewardship of taxpayer dollars. 

The bill received bipartisan support 
when it was marked up by the Foreign 
Affairs Committee last year. 

While we will never be able to nor 
want to outspend the PRC dollar for 
dollar, we must ensure that every 
ounce of funding is going the farthest 
to counter this generational threat. 

I urge my colleagues to support my 
bill, the Countering the PRC Malign 
Influence Fund Authorization Act, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 1157, and I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

There is strong bipartisan support in 
Congress for the Countering the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s Malign Influ-
ence Fund because it is the primary 
pool of funding for USAID and State 
Department projects to compete with 
China on the global stage. 

Given this bipartisan consensus on 
the importance of the fund, I had hoped 
we could engage in a bipartisan process 
for this bill. Instead, most of our rec-
ommended changes to the bill were not 

accepted when this bill was rushed to a 
markup at the very start of this Con-
gress. When offered an amendment to 
increase the fund’s authorization from 
$325 million to $400 million per year— 
the same amount requested by the 
Biden-Harris administration—every 
Republican on our committee, unfortu-
nately, voted against it. 

Is that being tough on China? I don’t 
think so. 

In briefing after briefing, our com-
mittee has learned that the adminis-
tration is laser-focused on addressing 
the China challenge and is utilizing the 
funds effectively to counter PRC 
disinformation, build resilience against 
the PRC’s malign influence, and pro-
vide nations around the world with al-
ternatives to China’s extractive devel-
opment framework. The administra-
tion is doing this work, and they are 
doing it very well. 

b 1730 

As drafted, I believe H.R. 1157 could 
constrain the State Department and 
USAID in competing effectively. To 
compete with China, the fund and our 
institutions need to be nimble so they 
can adapt to Beijing’s constantly 
evolving tactics and policies. While I 
support this bill, as it moves forward, 
there needs to be a real bipartisan con-
sultation with the administration on 
how best to achieve our objectives and 
ensure the fund is effective for the long 
term. 

If we are serious about the threat 
that China poses and if we are truly 
committed to winning this competi-
tion, then we need to put our money 
where our mouth is. We can hold all 
the China weeks we want, but if House 
Republicans keep cutting funding for 
the State Department and USAID, then 
we are not going to win the competi-
tion with China. 

Mr. Speaker, we are in a global com-
petition for influence with China, and 
if you want to win it, then you cannot 
do it on a middle power budget. China 
is putting its money up. We want to 
compete; we don’t want to just talk 
about it. We need to put ours up so 
that we cannot just compete; we can 
win. 

The stakes in our strategic competi-
tion with China are high. To come out 
ahead, we cannot spend our time play-
ing whack-a-mole, reacting to every 
move China makes around the world. 
We have to proactively compete. That 
means sticking to our values because 
they are better than the values of the 
Chinese Communist Party. It means 
listening to our partners, our friends, 
our allies, and their needs, not forcing 
them to choose. 

It means building resilience to Chi-
na’s malign influence by strengthening 
governance and the rule of law; and 
crucially, it means providing real, sus-
tainable alternatives to China’s financ-
ing and China’s infrastructure and de-
velopment assistance. 

To achieve these goals and to do it 
effectively, we need more than just 
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rhetoric. We need creative thinking, a 
willingness to experiment, and a com-
mitment to sustain American engage-
ment and diplomacy. All that requires 
a clear strategy, a nimble State De-
partment, and a USAID apparatus, and, 
again, dare I say it, money, not just for 
this fund but for our broader foreign 
operations and assistance also. 

As we move forward with authorizing 
the Countering the PRC Malign Influ-
ence Fund Authorization Act, we need 
to remember that this is a long game. 
This is a long game. The game is not in 
the fourth quarter. If America wants to 
win it, then we must sufficiently in-
vest. We must invest in our strengths 
as well as our tools of competition. 

We are the greatest nation in the 
world with the greatest resources in 
the world. Let’s do something so that 
we can continue being the leaders of 
the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I thank 
Chairman MCCAUL and Ranking Mem-
ber MEEKS for working with me to 
move this important legislation to the 
floor. 

I share many of the comments that 
my friend, the ranking member from 
New York, just stated. We do need to 
invest. We need to invest in the tools of 
diplomacy that we have to counter 
PRC malign influence in the world. We 
need to support the China trans-
formational exports program with the 
Export-Import Bank. We need to sup-
port the Development Finance Cor-
poration. We need to support USAID 
where it can help and the Peace Corps 
where it can help with soft power. We 
need diplomacy. We need foreign de-
ployed foreign service personnel. How-
ever, we have to remember that we 
cannot counter and we should not at-
tempt to counter Communist China by 
becoming more like China. 

We have a $35 trillion national debt, 
Mr. Speaker. Spending money like 
drunken sailors without any account-
ability and without any effective strat-
egy is not effective diplomacy in coun-
tering the malign influence from 
China. 

While I certainly do support the PRC 
malign influence fund, for goodness’ 
sake, we are the Congress. We control 
the purse strings. Let’s do our job. 
Let’s create an authorization, put some 
guardrails around it and not allow the 
administration to spend this country 
into bankruptcy. That is the fastest 
way to lose the competition to China. 

Let’s put some parameters around 
this PRC malign influence fund and di-
rect those scarce taxpayer resources ef-
fectively so that they actually do the 
job that the taxpayers deserve and we 
actually win this fight. 

Spending our country into oblivion is 
what Communists do. We don’t do that. 
Our ace in the hole is that we are cap-
italists. We do not misallocate re-
sources. That is why we need this bill. 

All of us agree that American tax-
payer dollars should be used more ef-
fectively to counter China’s disruptive, 
predatory influence around the world, 
but let’s do it smart, Mr. Speaker. 
Let’s do it the smart way. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
vote in favor of H.R. 1157, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
EZELL). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BARR) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
1157. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND 
TRADE OFFICE (HKETO) CERTIFI-
CATION ACT 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1103) to require the President to 
remove the extension of certain privi-
leges, exemptions, and immunities to 
the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Of-
fices if Hong Kong no longer enjoys a 
high degree of autonomy from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1103 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Office (HKETO) Certifi-
cation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DETERMINATION ON WHETHER TO EX-

TEND CERTAIN PRIVILEGES, EXEMP-
TIONS, AND IMMUNITIES TO THE 
HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND TRADE 
OFFICES IN THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) DETERMINATION REQUIRED.—Not later 
than 30 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, and thereafter as part of each 
certification required by the Secretary of 
State under section 205(a)(1)(A) of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 
U.S.C. 5725(a)(1)(A)), the Secretary of State 
shall, as part of such certification, include a 
separate determination that— 

(1) the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Of-
fices— 

(A) merit extension and application of the 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities spec-
ified in subsection (b); or 

(B) no longer merit extension and applica-
tion of the privileges, exemptions, and im-
munities specified in subsection (b); and 

(2) a detailed report justifying that deter-
mination, which may include considerations 
related to United States national security 
interests. 

(b) PRIVILEGES, EXEMPTIONS, AND IMMUNI-
TIES SPECIFIED.—The privileges, exemptions, 
and immunities specified in this subsection 
are the privileges, exemptions, and immuni-
ties extended and applied to the Hong Kong 

Economic and Trade Offices under section 1 
of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to extend certain 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities to 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices’’, ap-
proved June 27, 1997 (22 U.S.C. 288k). 

(c) EFFECT OF DETERMINATION.— 
(1) TERMINATION.—If the Secretary of State 

determines under subsection (a)(1)(B) that 
the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices 
no longer merit extension and application of 
the privileges, exemptions, and immunities 
specified in subsection (b), the Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Offices shall terminate 
operations not later than 180 days after the 
date on which that determination is deliv-
ered to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, as part of the certification required 
under section 205(a)(1)(A) of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 
U.S.C. 5725(a)(1)(A)). 

(2) CONTINUED OPERATIONS.—If the Sec-
retary of State determines under subsection 
(a)(1)(A) that the Hong Kong Economic and 
Trade Offices merit extension and applica-
tion of the privileges, exemptions, and im-
munities specified in subsection (b), the 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices may 
continue operations for the one-year period 
following the date of the certification that 
includes that determination or until the 
next certification required under section 
205(a)(1)(A) of the United States-Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5725(a)(1)(A)) is 
submitted, whichever occurs first, unless a 
disapproval resolution is enacted under sub-
section (d). 

(d) CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW.— 
(1) DISAPPROVAL RESOLUTION.—In this sub-

section, the term ‘‘disapproval resolution’’ 
means only a joint resolution of either House 
of Congress— 

(A) the title of which is the following: ‘‘A 
joint resolution disapproving the certifi-
cation by the President that the Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Offices continue to 
merit extension and application of certain 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities.’’; 
and 

(B) the sole matter after the resolving 
clause of which is the following: ‘‘Congress 
disapproves of the certification by the Presi-
dent under section 2(a)(1)(A) of the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade Office (HKETO) 
Certification Act that the Hong Kong Eco-
nomic and Trade Offices merit extension and 
application of certain privileges, exemptions, 
and immunities, on lll.’’, with the blank 
space being filled with the appropriate date. 

(2) INTRODUCTION.—A disapproval resolu-
tion may be introduced— 

(A) in the House of Representatives, by the 
majority leader or the minority leader; and 

(B) in the Senate, by the majority leader 
(or the majority leader’s designee) or the mi-
nority leader (or the minority leader’s des-
ignee). 

(3) FLOOR CONSIDERATION IN HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES.—If a committee of the House 
of Representatives to which a disapproval 
resolution has been referred has not reported 
the resolution within 10 legislative days 
after the date of referral, that committee 
shall be discharged from further consider-
ation of the resolution. 

(4) CONSIDERATION IN SENATE.— 
(A) COMMITTEE REFERRAL.—A disapproval 

resolution introduced in the Senate shall be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

(B) REPORTING AND DISCHARGE.—If the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate has not reported the resolution within 10 
legislative days after the date of referral of 
the resolution, that committee shall be dis-
charged from further consideration of the 
resolution and the resolution shall be placed 
on the appropriate calendar. 
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(C) PROCEEDING TO CONSIDERATION.—Not-

withstanding Rule XXII of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, it is in order at any 
time after the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions reports a disapproval resolution to the 
Senate or has been discharged from consider-
ation of such a resolution (even though a 
previous motion to the same effect has been 
disagreed to) to move to proceed to the con-
sideration of the resolution, and all points of 
order against the resolution (and against 
consideration of the resolution) are waived. 
The motion to proceed is not debatable. The 
motion is not subject to a motion to post-
pone. A motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion is agreed to or disagreed to 
shall not be in order. 

(D) RULINGS OF THE CHAIR ON PROCEDURE.— 
Appeals from the decisions of the Chair re-
lating to the application of the rules of the 
Senate, as the case may be, to the procedure 
relating to a disapproval resolution shall be 
decided without debate. 

(E) CONSIDERATION OF VETO MESSAGES.—De-
bate in the Senate of any veto message with 
respect to a disapproval resolution, including 
all debatable motions and appeals in connec-
tion with the resolution, shall be limited to 
10 hours, to be equally divided between, and 
controlled by, the majority leader and the 
minority leader or their designees. 

(5) RULES RELATING TO SENATE AND HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES.— 

(A) TREATMENT OF SENATE RESOLUTION IN 
HOUSE.—In the House of Representatives, the 
following procedures shall apply to a dis-
approval resolution received from the Senate 
(unless the House has already passed a reso-
lution relating to the same proposed action): 

(i) The resolution shall be referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

(ii) If a committee to which a resolution 
has been referred has not reported the reso-
lution within 10 legislative days after the 
date of referral, that committee shall be dis-
charged from further consideration of the 
resolution. 

(iii) Beginning on the third legislative day 
after each committee to which a resolution 
has been referred reports the resolution to 
the House or has been discharged from fur-
ther consideration thereof, it shall be in 
order to move to proceed to consider the res-
olution in the House. All points of order 
against the motion are waived. Such a mo-
tion shall not be in order after the House has 
disposed of a motion to proceed on the reso-
lution. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the motion to its adop-
tion without intervening motion. The mo-
tion shall not be debatable. A motion to re-
consider the vote by which the motion is dis-
posed of shall not be in order. 

(iv) The resolution shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against the resolu-
tion and against its consideration are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the resolution to final 
passage without intervening motion except 2 
hours of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the offeror of the motion to pro-
ceed (or a designee) and an opponent. A mo-
tion to reconsider the vote on passage of the 
resolution shall not be in order. 

(B) TREATMENT OF HOUSE RESOLUTION IN 
SENATE.— 

(i) RECEIVED BEFORE PASSAGE OF SENATE 
RESOLUTION.—If, before the passage by the 
Senate of a disapproval resolution, the Sen-
ate receives an identical resolution from the 
House of Representatives, the following pro-
cedures shall apply: 

(I) That resolution shall not be referred to 
a committee. 

(II) With respect to that resolution— 
(aa) the procedure in the Senate shall be 

the same as if no resolution had been re-

ceived from the House of Representatives; 
but 

(bb) the vote on passage shall be on the 
resolution from the House of Representa-
tives. 

(ii) RECEIVED AFTER PASSAGE OF SENATE 
RESOLUTION.—If, following passage of a dis-
approval resolution in the Senate, the Sen-
ate receives an identical resolution from the 
House of Representatives, that resolution 
shall be placed on the appropriate Senate 
calendar. 

(iii) NO SENATE COMPANION.—If a dis-
approval resolution is received from the 
House of Representatives, and no companion 
resolution has been introduced in the Sen-
ate, the Senate procedures under this sub-
section shall apply to the resolution from 
the House of Representatives. 

(C) APPLICATION TO REVENUE MEASURES.— 
The provisions of this subparagraph shall not 
apply in the House of Representatives to a 
disapproval resolution that is a revenue 
measure. 

(6) RULES OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND SENATE.—This paragraph is enacted by 
Congress— 

(A) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, respectively, and as such is deemed a 
part of the rules of each House, respectively, 
and supersedes other rules only to the extent 
that it is inconsistent with such rules; and 

(B) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change the 
rules (so far as relating to the procedure of 
that House) at any time, in the same man-
ner, and to the same extent as in the case of 
any other rule of that House. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND TRADE OF-
FICES.—The term ‘‘Hong Kong Economic and 
Trade Offices’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 1(c) of the Act entitled ‘‘An 
Act to extend certain privileges, exemptions, 
and immunities to Hong Kong Economic and 
Trade Offices’’, approved June 27, 1997 (22 
U.S.C. 288k). 
SEC. 3. LIMITATION ON CONTRACTING RELATING 

TO HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND 
TRADE OFFICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—On and after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, an entity of the 
United States Government may enter into 
an agreement or partnership with the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade Offices to promote 
tourism, culture, business, or other matters 
relating to Hong Kong only if— 

(1) the Secretary of State has submitted to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a deter-
mination under section 2(a)(1)(A) that the 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices 
merit extension and application of certain 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities; 

(2) a disapproval resolution under section 
2(d) is not enacted during the 90-day period 
following the submission of that determina-
tion; and 

(3) the agreement or partnership does not 
promote efforts by the Government of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
and the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China— 

(A) to justify the dismantling of the auton-
omy of Hong Kong and the freedoms and rule 
of law guaranteed by the Sino-British Joint 
Declaration of 1984; and 

(B) to portray within the United States the 
Government of the Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region or the Government of 

the People’s Republic of China as protecting 
the rule of law or the human rights and civil 
liberties of the people of Hong Kong. 

(b) HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND TRADE OF-
FICES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1(c) of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to extend 
certain privileges, exemptions, and immuni-
ties to Hong Kong Economic and Trade Of-
fices’’, approved June 27, 1997 (22 U.S.C. 288k). 
SEC. 4. POLICY OF UNITED STATES ON PRO-

MOTION OF AUTONOMY OF GOVERN-
MENT OF THE HONG KONG SPECIAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to ensure that entities of the United 

States Government do not knowingly assist 
in the promotion of Hong Kong as a free and 
autonomous city or the Government of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region as 
committed to protecting the human rights of 
the people of Hong Kong or fully maintain-
ing the rule of law required for human rights 
and economic prosperity as long as the Sec-
retary of State continues to determine under 
section 205(a)(1) of the United States-Hong 
Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5725(a)(1)) 
that Hong Kong does not enjoy a high degree 
of autonomy from the People’s Republic of 
China and does not warrant treatment under 
the laws of the United States in the same 
manner as those laws were applied to Hong 
Kong before July 1, 1997; 

(2) to recognize that promotion of Hong 
Kong as described in paragraph (1) should be 
considered propaganda for the efforts of the 
People’s Republic of China to dismantle 
rights and freedom guaranteed to the resi-
dents of Hong Kong by the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the Sino-British Joint Declaration of 1984; 

(3) to ensure that entities of the United 
States Government do not engage in or as-
sist with propaganda of the People’s Repub-
lic of China regarding Hong Kong; and 

(4) to engage with the Government of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, 
through all relevant entities of the United 
States Government, seeking the release of 
political prisoners, the end of arbitrary de-
tentions, the resumption of a free press and 
fair and free elections open to all candidates, 
and the restoration of an independent judici-
ary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 1103, the Hong Kong Economic 
and Trade Office Certification Act in-
troduced by the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SMITH). 

Hong Kong was once a shining beacon 
in Asia and the gateway into China, 
known for its economic freedom, rule 
of law, and vibrant civil society. Trag-
ically, this ended when the Chinese 
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Communist Party crushed democracy 
and free enterprise in Hong Kong. 

People of all walks of life, and much 
international capital, have fled this au-
thoritarian wave, and the city has 
never been the same. 

We cannot allow the CCP to use Hong 
Kong’s former legitimacy as a con-
tinuing gateway into U.S. systems. 
Both Secretary of State Pompeo and 
Secretary Blinken have certified that 
because of the Chinese Communist Par-
ty’s control over Hong Kong’s legisla-
ture, judicial system, and police force, 
Hong Kong can no longer be considered 
a separate entity from the People’s Re-
public of China. 

We must adjust our treatment of 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices 
to match the sad current reality. 

This bill would require the President 
to annually certify whether those of-
fices should be covered by the Inter-
national Organizations Immunities 
Act. If certification is not granted, 
they must terminate their operations 
in the United States. 

The bipartisan membership of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee voted 
unanimously in favor of this bill at our 
markup last year. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of our col-
leagues to support the Hong Kong Eco-
nomic and Trade Office Certification 
Act, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 1103, the Hong Kong Economic 
and Trade Office Certification Act, as 
amended. 

This bill recognizes that Beijing has 
ripped apart any credible notion of 
Hong Kong’s autonomy and has undone 
the ‘‘one country, two systems’’ frame-
work. In doing so, Beijing betrayed not 
only the people of Hong Kong but the 
commitments it made to the whole 
world. 

Hong Kong is no longer a bastion of 
the rule of law, no longer a place of po-
litical freedom, and no longer a place 
where opinions can be voiced freely. 
Today, over 1,800 political prisoners sit 
behind bars. Trials are held in secret, 
and justice is sent to mainland China. 
The freedoms once cherished in Hong 
Kong are disappearing rapidly. 

The bill in front of us today calls on 
the President to determine whether the 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices 
in the United States should continue to 
get the privileges, exemptions, and im-
munities which were offered based on 
Hong Kong’s distinct autonomous sta-
tus. After all, why should we treat 
Hong Kong as different from China now 
when the Chinese Communist Party is 
tightening its grip over Hong Kong’s 
political and governing system? 

This bill is timely and necessary. As 
we move forward, it is critical the 
State Department has the ability to as-
sist both the hundreds of U.S. busi-
nesses operating and the over 80,000 
American citizens living in Hong Kong. 
We need to make sure that our actions 

aren’t indirectly strengthening Bei-
jing’s grip on Hong Kong’s politics or 
its governance. 

I had proposed changes to this legis-
lation during our markup to address 
some of these concerns, but, unfortu-
nately, these were not accepted by the 
majority. 

After this bill passes, I hope that the 
executive branch and Congress can con-
sider these issues together in a bipar-
tisan manner so that we have one voice 
and so that with that one voice we may 
hold Beijing and Hong Kong account-
able and protect American interests 
with one voice. 

Finally, I will thank Representatives 
CHRIS SMITH for all of his hard work on 
the bill as well as Representative JIM 
MCGOVERN for introducing this impor-
tant piece of legislation. In that spirit, 
I encourage all of my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SMITH), who is a tireless 
champion for human rights. He is the 
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Global Health, Global 
Human Rights, and International Orga-
nizations, and he is the author of this 
bill. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank my good friend for 
yielding, and I thank him for his lead-
ership, as well as the leadership of Mr. 
MEEKS and, of course, Chairman 
MCCAUL. 

As the prime author of the Hong 
Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act, which I first introduced in 2014 
when the umbrella revolution was oc-
curring, many of us thought that if we 
did not take definitive actions, then 
Hong Kong would be lost. 

Unfortunately, Congress refused for 
years to bring up that bill. We did get 
it enacted into law, but it was a day 
late and a dollar short. However, this 
legislation, H.R. 1103, is a necessary 
next step in tangibly demonstrating 
our solidarity with the persecuted citi-
zens of Hong Kong. 

I want to thank JIM MCGOVERN, my 
friend and colleague, for cosponsoring 
it. It is a bipartisan bill, and, again, I 
appreciate Mr. MEEKS’ statement just a 
moment ago. 

At one time, the Hong Kong Eco-
nomic and Trade Offices in the United 
States represented a city whose pros-
perity was based on its protection of 
fundamental human rights and freedom 
of the Hong Kong people. 

The U.S. gifted these offices, com-
monly known as HKETOs for short, 
with diplomatic privileges and immu-
nities on the assumption that Hong 
Kong would remain free from Com-
munist rule. However, 3 years after the 
CCP imposed the national security law 
on Hong Kong, we must deal with this 
new reality. The Hong Kong all of us 
knew, loved, and respected is gone. The 
city that was once a bastion of freedom 
in a sea of oppression is now governed 
by CCP puppets who have become as re-
pressive as their masters in Beijing. 

Hong Kong unjustly detains political 
prisoners at a rate only surpassed by a 
handful of dictatorships such as 
Belarus and Burma. There are over 
1,000 political prisoners in Hong Kong 
today. Renowned pro-democracy fig-
ures like Jimmy Lai—I actually 
chaired a hearing where we heard from 
his son, Sebastien, pleading with the 
world to speak up on behalf of his fa-
ther—is now languishing in prison. 

Joshua Wong, whom we all met with 
during the great days when it looked 
like democracy was going to be pro-
tected, he, too, is languishing, as well 
as Tonyee Chow and so many others 
who are living in these horrible gulags 
in Hong Kong. 

b 1745 

But most of Hong Kong’s political 
prisoners actually are unknown. They 
are university and high school stu-
dents, medical workers, first respond-
ers, lawyers, teachers, moms and dads, 
businesspeople, journalists, and munic-
ipal policymakers jailed and some-
times tortured for peacefully dem-
onstrating and organizing to protect 
democracy and human rights. 

The HKETOs are complicit in perse-
cuting them. These offices serve as Bei-
jing’s propaganda arm in the United 
States, defending and dismantling the 
freedom of Hong Kong and obscuring 
the truth. 

In addition, HKETOs help the Chi-
nese Communist Party track exiled 
Hong Kong activists in our own coun-
try. Anna Kwok, the executive director 
of the Hong Kong Democracy Council, 
testified at one of my China hearings 
and made very clear that they are 
using these so-called economic leaders 
to track individuals and to hold family 
members and the like responsible back 
in the PRC as well as to put bounties 
on these individuals. 

This must stop, Mr. Speaker. The 
United States should not be granting 
diplomatic privileges and immunities 
to a network of Communist spies and 
propagandists. 

I spent a whole day reading each of 
the three HKETO websites. It was 
filled—overflowing with lies and decep-
tion, especially about the National Se-
curity Act, which is as draconian as 
any law that has ever been enacted. 

I do hope Members will support this. 
Even during last year’s Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation summit in San 
Francisco, who was organizing the 
counterprotests to the wonderful men 
and women of Hong Kong simply de-
manding freedom and democracy? Yes. 
It was HKETO there. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port H.R. 1103. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, over the last year 
alone, we have seen Beijing and Hong 
Kong authorities crack down further 
on dissent and free expression at home 
and abroad. 

In March, they enacted national se-
curity legislation under article 23 of 
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the Basic Law to once again fundamen-
tally erode the rights and freedoms of 
Hong Kongers. 

I am also especially concerned about 
Beijing’s use of transnational repres-
sion on our shores, where we have seen 
democracy advocates, including a U.S. 
citizen, charged under the national se-
curity law, with rewards offered for 
their capture. 

This bill is necessary right now be-
cause we need to ensure that Hong 
Kong’s economic and trade offices in 
the United States are not being used by 
Beijing to execute its transnational re-
pression here in the United States 
against those simply standing for free-
dom and democracy. 

I hope all of our colleagues will join 
all of us here on the floor in supporting 
this timely and important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time for the pur-
pose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. SMITH as 
well as Mr. MCGOVERN and their bipar-
tisan cosponsors for bringing this bill 
forward. 

The tragedy that has unfolded in 
Hong Kong and the ripping up of an 
international treaty by the Chinese 
Communist Party is a stark lesson 
that Beijing cannot be trusted, which 
we have to learn, especially when it 
comes to deterrence in Taiwan. We 
cannot allow what happened in Hong 
Kong to happen to the democracy in 
Taiwan. 

We also cannot allow the Chinese 
Communist Party to use Hong Kong’s 
economic and trade offices as a back 
door into the United States. They must 
not be able to use the preferential 
treatment previously afforded to the 
city and society they continue to bru-
talize and oppress. 

For these and many other reasons, I 
urge all Members to vote in favor of 
H.R. 1103, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1103, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

ECONOMIC ESPIONAGE 
PREVENTION ACT 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 8361) to impose sanctions with re-
spect to economic or industrial espio-
nage by foreign adversarial companies, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8361 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Economic 
Espionage Prevention Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) On March 14, 2024, the Department of 

State notified Congress of the following: 
(A) People’s Republic of China exports of 

semiconductors to Russia have increased 
substantially since Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine. 

(B) In the second half of 2023, China ex-
ported between $25,000,000 and $50,000,000 in 
additional semiconductors to Russia every 
month relative to pre-invasion levels. 

(C) During the same period, China also ex-
ported between $50,000,000 and $100,000,000 in 
additional exports to Russia every month to 
known transshipment hubs. 

(D) These exports include both Chinese and 
United States-branded semiconductors (inte-
grated circuits), according to analysis of 
commercially available trade data by the 
Bureau of Industry and Security of the De-
partment of Commerce, and are almost cer-
tainly supporting Russia’s military capabili-
ties based on Ukrainian analysis of recovered 
Russian weapons. 

(E) Because of the prevalence of United 
States manufacturing equipment in global 
semiconductor supply chains, nearly all 
chips produced worldwide, including in the 
People’s Republic of China, are subject to 
United States export controls if destined for 
Russia or Belarus. 

(F) All advanced semiconductors described 
on the Commerce Control List have been 
subject to a license requirement if destined 
to an entity in Russia since its further inva-
sion of Ukraine. 

(2) On April 3, 2024, Deputy Secretary of 
State, Kurt Campbell, said ‘‘I think we have 
assessed, over the course of the last couple of 
months that Russia has almost completely 
reconstituted militarily. And after the ini-
tial setbacks on the battlefield delivered to 
them by a brave and hearty group in 
Ukraine, with the support of China in par-
ticular, dual use capabilities and a variety of 
other efforts, industrial and commercial, 
Russia has retooled and now poses a threat 
to Ukraine. . .But not just to Ukraine, its 
new found capabilities pose a longer term 
challenge to stability in Europe and threat-
ens NATO allies.’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the heads of relevant Federal departments 
and agencies, as appropriate, shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees, a 
written report that contains the following: 

(1) An analysis and description of the ex-
tent to which any foreign person who is a 
citizen of the People’s Republic of China or 
an entity organized under the laws of the 
People’s Republic of China, or any foreign 
person or entity controlled by or operating 
at the direction of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China— 

(A) is knowingly a material source of crit-
ical components necessary for the manufac-
ture of weapons, vehicles, and other military 
equipment by the defense industrial base of 
the Russian Federation; 

(B) has knowingly delivered critical com-
ponents to or entered into any agreement re-
lating to the sale or delivery of critical com-
ponents with any entity operating in the de-

fense or intelligence sectors of the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation; 

(C) has knowingly delivered critical com-
ponents to or entered into any agreement re-
lating to the sale or delivery of critical com-
ponents with any country or entity with 
which the defense or intelligence sectors of 
the Government of Russian Federation are 
cooperating in support of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine; or 

(D) has knowingly delivered critical com-
ponents to or entered into any agreement re-
lating to the sale or delivery of critical com-
ponents with a foreign person that know-
ingly and directly provides these components 
to the defense or intelligence sectors of the 
Government of the Russian Federation. 

(2) The extent to which— 
(A) any foreign person that is a citizen of 

the People’s Republic of China or an entity 
organized under the laws of the People’s Re-
public of China has knowingly engaged, on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
in transactions with a person that is part of, 
or operates on behalf of, the defense or intel-
ligence sectors of the Government of the 
Russian Federation; 

(B) any foreign person identified pursuant 
to subparagraph (A) has engaged in trans-
actions which would constitute a significant 
transaction with persons that have been 
sanctioned for being part of, or operating on 
behalf of, the defense or intelligence sectors 
of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion; or 

(C) any foreign person identified pursuant 
to subparagraph (A) has been subjected to 
sanctions imposed pursuant to sections 231 
and 235 of the Countering America’s Adver-
saries Through Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 9525 
and 9529). 

(b) FORM AND AVAILABILITY.— 
(1) FORM.—The report required by sub-

section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(2) AVAILABILITY.—The unclassified portion 
of the report required by subsection (a) may 
also be made available to the public. 
SEC. 4. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO ECONOMIC OR INDUS-
TRIAL ESPIONAGE BY FOREIGN AD-
VERSARY ENTITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—On and after the date 
that is 30 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the President (a) may im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection (c) 
against any of the foreign persons described 
in subsection (b). 

(b) FOREIGN PERSONS DESCRIBED.—A for-
eign person is described in this subsection if 
the President determines on or after the date 
of the enactment of this Act that the person 
is a foreign adversary entity that knowingly 
engages in— 

(1) economic or industrial espionage with 
respect to trade secrets or proprietary infor-
mation owned by United States persons; 

(2) the provision of material support or 
services to a foreign adversaries’ military, 
intelligence, or other national security enti-
ties; or 

(3) the violation of United States export 
control laws. 

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
that may be imposed with respect to a for-
eign person under subsection (b) are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) PROPERTY BLOCKING.—The exercise of 
all powers granted to the President by the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent nec-
essary to block and prohibit all transactions 
in property and interests in property of the 
foreign person if such property and interests 
in property are in the United States, come 
within the United States, or are or come 
within the possession or control of a United 
States person. 
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(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR 

PAROLE.— 
(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien 

described in subsection (b) is— 
(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-

umentation to enter the United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 

paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien described in sub-

section (b) is subject to revocation of any 
visa or other entry documentation regardless 
of when the visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued. 

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A revocation 
under clause (i) shall take effect imme-
diately and automatically cancel any other 
valid visa or entry documentation that is in 
the alien’s possession. 

(d) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-

TIES.—Sanctions under this section shall not 
apply to any activity subject to the report-
ing requirements under title V of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et 
seq.) or any authorized intelligence activi-
ties of the United States. 

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—Sanctions under 
subsection (c)(2) shall not apply with respect 
to the admission of an alien if admitting or 
paroling the alien into the United States is 
necessary to permit the United States to 
comply with— 

(A) the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United 
Nations and the United States; or 

(B) other applicable international obliga-
tions. 

(3) EXCEPTION TO CARRY OUT OR ASSIST LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions under 
subsection (c)(2) shall not apply with respect 
to an alien if admitting or paroling the alien 
into the United States is necessary to carry 
out or assist law enforcement activity in the 
United States. 

(e) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of sanctions under this section 
with respect to a foreign person for renew-
able periods of not more than 180 days each 
if the President determines and submits to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
report that contains a determination of the 
President that such a waiver is in the na-
tional security interests of the United 
States. 

(f) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 

exercise the authorities provided to the 
President under sections 203 and 205 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to the extent 
necessary to carry out this section. 

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or 
causes a violation of subsection (a) or any 
regulation, license, or order issued to carry 
out that subsection shall be subject to the 
penalties set forth in subsections (b) and (c) 
of section 206 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) 
to the same extent as a person that commits 
an unlawful act described in subsection (a) of 
that section. 

(3) PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES FOR SANC-
TIONS.—The President shall establish proce-
dures and guidelines for the implementation 
and enforcement of sanctions imposed under 
this section. 

(4) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(A) Unless the exception in subparagraph 

(B) applies, not later than one year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, and for 

each of the 5 years thereafter, the President 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on any notable 
developments regarding economic or indus-
trial espionage activities by foreign persons. 

(B) The President shall not be required to 
submit the annual report described by sub-
paragraph (A) if the President has imposed 
sanctions as authorized under this section 
within the previous calendar year. 

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes 
of this section, a transaction shall not be 
construed to include participation in an 
international standards-setting body or the 
activities of such a body. 
SEC. 5. CLARIFYING AMENDMENTS. 

Section 203 of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘, directly or indirectly’’; 
(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘including but not limited 

to’’ and all that follows through ‘‘news wire 
feeds.’’ and inserting ‘‘except to the extent 
that the President determines that such im-
ports and exports would seriously impair his 
ability to deal with any national emergency 
declared under section 202.’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘under section 5 of the Ex-
port Administration Act of 1979, or under 
section 6 of such Act’’ and inserting ‘‘under 
other statutory or regulatory export control 
authorities’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘‘, except 
to the extent that the President determines 
that such imports and exports would seri-
ously impair the ability to deal with any na-
tional emergency declared under section 202’’ 
before the period at the end; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION RELATING TO 

SENSITIVE AND PERSONAL DATA.—The com-
munication, the importation to a country, or 
the exportation from a country, directly or 
indirectly, whether commercial or other-
wise, of bulk sensitive personal data or of 
source code used in a connected software ap-
plication may not be construed to con-
stitute— 

‘‘(1) a ‘postal, telegraphic, telephonic, or 
other personal communication’, for purposes 
of subsection (b)(1); or 

‘‘(2) an importation from a country, or an 
exportation to a country, of ‘information or 
informational materials’, for purposes of 
subsection (b)(3).’’. 
SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate. 

(2) ECONOMIC OR INDUSTRIAL ESPIONAGE.— 
The term ‘‘economic or industrial espio-
nage’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 1637(d) of the Carl Levin and Howard 
P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2015. 

(3) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 
person’’ means any person that is not a 
United States person. 

(4) KNOWINGLY.—The term ‘‘knowingly’’, 
with respect to conduct, a circumstance, or a 
result, means that a person has actual 
knowledge, or should have known, of the 
conduct, the circumstance, or the result. 

(5) OWN, PROPRIETARY INFORMATION, AND 
TRADE SECRET.—The terms ‘‘own’’, ‘‘propri-
etary information’’, and ‘‘trade secret’’ have 
the meanings given those terms in section 
1637(d) of the Carl Levin and Howard P. 
‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense Author-

ization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (50 U.S.C. 
1708(d)). 

(6) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an 
individual or entity. 

(7) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to 
the United States; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States, including a foreign branch 
of such an entity. 

(8) FOREIGN ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘for-
eign adversary’’ means the countries listed 
in section 7.4 of title 15, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 8361, the Economic Espionage 
Prevention Act, introduced by my col-
league and friend from Georgia, Mr. 
MCCORMICK. 

Today, our adversaries are working 
more closely than ever before. The Chi-
nese Communist Party is providing 
massive industrial and economic sup-
port to Russia’s renewed invasion of 
Ukraine. 

In fact, our State Department as-
sesses that in the second half of 2023, 
China supported the transfer of nearly 
$300 million worth of semiconductors 
to Russia, including for use in missiles 
and drones. 

Deputy Secretary of State Kurt 
Campbell said: ‘‘I think we have as-
sessed over the course of the last cou-
ple of months that Russia has almost 
completely reconstituted militarily 
. . . with the support of China in par-
ticular.’’ 

The Economic Espionage Prevention 
Act is therefore essential to changing 
the nature of the battlefield in 
Ukraine. This bill addresses coopera-
tion between the CCP and Russia’s de-
fense industrial base by providing for 
sanctions against Chinese and Iranian 
individuals and entities that violate 
U.S. export control laws, engage in eco-
nomic or industrial espionage, or sup-
port the Russian defense industrial 
base. 

The bill also requires the State De-
partment to issue a report identifying 
Chinese individuals and entities that 
are supporting the Russian defense in-
dustrial base. 

The United States and our allies can-
not stand for China’s decisive support 
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of Russia’s illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine. The Chinese compa-
nies providing that support must be 
subjected to the full weight of our 
sanctions regime. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bipartisan bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, September 3, 2024. 

Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: I write regarding 
H.R. 8361, the Economic Espionage Preven-
tion Act. Provisions of this bill fall within 
the Judiciary Committee’s rule X jurisdic-
tion, and I appreciate that you consulted 
with us on those provisions. The Judiciary 
Committee agrees that it shall be discharged 
from further consideration of the bill so that 
it may proceed expeditiously to the House 
floor. 

The Committee takes this action with the 
understanding that forgoing further consid-
eration of this measure does not in any way 
alter the Committee’s jurisdiction or waive 
any future jurisdictional claim over these 
provisions or their subject matter. We also 
reserve the right to seek appointment of an 
appropriate number of conferees in the event 
of a conference with the Senate involving 
this measure or similar legislation. 

I ask that you please include this letter in 
your committee’s report to accompany this 
legislation or insert this letter in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
H.R. 8361 on the House floor. I appreciate the 
cooperative manner in which our commit-
tees have worked on this matter, and I look 
forward to working collaboratively in the fu-
ture on matters of shared jurisdiction. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
JIM JORDAN, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, September 6, 2024. 
Hon. JIM JORDAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN JORDAN: Thank you for 
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 8361, the Eco-
nomic Espionage Prevention Act, so that the 
measure may proceed expeditiously to the 
House floor. 

I agree that your forgoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation 
in the future. I would support your effort to 
seek appointment of an appropriate number 
of conferees from your committee to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation. 

I will seek to place our letters on this bill 
into the Congressional Record during floor 
consideration. I appreciate your cooperation 
regarding this legislation and look forward 
to continuing to work together as this meas-
ure moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 8361, as amend-
ed, and I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, 21⁄2 years ago, we saw an 
unprovoked and brutal invasion of 
Ukraine by Russia, an act that has de-

stabilized Europe and challenged the 
principles of sovereignty and self-de-
termination. This blatant aggression is 
a direct attack on the international 
order that has kept the peace for dec-
ades. 

Though Russia’s illegal behavior is 
uniquely indefensible, countries such 
as China that have aggressively done 
business with the Russian military-in-
dustrial defense base are certainly not 
blameless. 

The United States Government, in-
cluding the House Committee on For-
eign Affairs in a bipartisan manner, 
has engaged in extensive diplomacy to 
discourage countries from providing fi-
nancial and material support for the 
Russian invasion. 

The Biden-Harris administration has 
also used economic statecraft, includ-
ing expansive export controls, to pre-
vent key dual-use electronics items 
from reaching Moscow. Full blocking 
sanctions are a particularly formidable 
economic weapon, and the Biden-Harris 
administration has begun to use this 
part of the arsenal. 

Bipartisan support for this legisla-
tion affirms that position, and finan-
cial sanctions must be on the table. 

Finally, by imposing sanctions on 
the PRC and other entities that are 
fueling Russia’s military machine, we 
send a clear message: We will not stand 
idly by while Ukraine’s sovereignty is 
trampled. 

This bill underscores the importance 
of unity among nations in opposing 
tyranny and supporting democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. MCCORMICK), a member of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
author of this bill. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, since 
illegally invading Ukraine, the Russian 
Federation has become reliant on the 
People’s Republic of China for the sup-
ply of semiconductors and other crit-
ical dual-use technologies. 

The State Department notified Con-
gress this March that the PRC exports 
of semiconductors significantly in-
creased last year compared to the pre- 
invasion levels. 

These semiconductors are critical to 
aspects of the Russian war effort, in-
cluding electronic warfare, command 
and control, and targeting. These com-
ponents allow Russia to terrorize 
Ukrainian civilians with ballistic mis-
sile strikes at will. 

The prevalence of U.S. manufac-
turing equipment in global semicon-
ductor production means nearly all are 
subject to U.S. export controls if des-
tined for Russia or Belarus. 

My bill seeks to reduce Russia’s ac-
cess to these semiconductors by au-
thorizing sanctions on foreign coun-
tries and adversaries that materially 
support Russia’s military and intel-
ligence services, violate U.S. export 
laws, and steal U.S. intellectual prop-
erty. 

It further requires a report on wheth-
er China is providing significant sup-
port to Russia’s military and updates 
existing law to provide greater flexi-
bility to pursue sanctions against 
China and other foreign adversaries if 
they violate these export controls. 

The PRC may publicly claim that 
they do not provide material support 
to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, but 
their continued provision of dual-use 
technologies with military applica-
tions demonstrates otherwise. 

Cutting off the supply of semiconduc-
tors will seriously hamper the Russian 
war effort and show the world that we 
will not allow our adversaries to work 
together in destroying sovereign na-
tions and undermining the inter-
national system. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL, Ranking 
Member MEEKS, and my bipartisan col-
leagues on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs for supporting the bill before us 
today. I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 8361. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 8361, as amended, 
is a valuable bill that grants the ad-
ministration important authorities 
with necessary flexibility to sanction 
the PRC and other foreign businesses 
in league with the Russian defense in-
dustry base. I think this is something 
we all agree upon, and I urge all of my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘yea’’ on this legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
MCCORMICK for his bill and for his serv-
ice, as well as Chairman MCCAUL, 
Ranking Member MEEKS, and Judiciary 
Committee Chairman JIM JORDAN for 
working to bring this bipartisan bill to 
the floor to ensure that we address Chi-
na’s support for Russia’s defense indus-
trial base. 

There should be no doubt that the 
Chinese Communists are aiding and 
abetting Putin in his illegal aggression 
against Ukraine. General Secretary Xi 
and Putin have described the bilateral 
alliance between the PRC and Russia 
as a no-limits relationship. The mate-
rial support that China is providing 
Russia with the semiconductors is evi-
dence of that. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why I urge all 
Members to support H.R. 8361, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

b 1800 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 8361, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

AGREEMENT ENHANCED CON-
GRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION ACT 
OF 2024 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5245) to amend the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to 
require certain congressional notifica-
tion prior to entering into, renewing, 
or extending a science and technology 
agreement with the People’s Republic 
of China, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5245 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Science and 
Technology Agreement Enhanced Congres-
sional Notification Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The signing and implementation of the 
agreement between the United States and 
the People’s Republic of China, known as the 
‘‘Agreement between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China on 
Cooperation in Science and Technology’’, 
signed in Washington on January 31, 1979 
(‘‘CST Agreement’’), and its many subse-
quent implementing arrangements, has led 
to the development of many science and 
technology programs. 

(2) Section 1207 of the Bob Stump National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2003 (22 U.S.C. 6901 note) required the Sec-
retary of State to publish biennial reports 
detailing how the CST Agreement has bene-
fitted the economy, military, and industrial 
base of the People’s Republic of China, a re-
quirement that was repealed by Congress in 
2016. 

(3) The CST Agreement was last extended 
in 2018 by the Trump Administration after 
amending it to address United States con-
cerns about the science and technology prac-
tices of the People’s Republic of China. 

(4) The People’s Republic of China has re-
stricted United States researcher access in 
China despite its commitments in the CST 
Agreement otherwise. This includes report-
edly withholding avian influenza strains 
vital for United States vaccine development 
and cutting off United States access to 
coronavirus research in 2019, including 
United States-funded work at the Wuhan In-
stitute of Virology. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) science and technology cooperation 
with the People’s Republic of China can be a 
useful tool of United States foreign policy 
and should be pursued when it reinforces and 
advances the values and interests of the 
United States; 

(2) no research undertaken as part of a 
science and technology agreement should en-
able the People’s Republic of China’s devel-
opment of dual-use and critical technologies 
that threaten United States national secu-
rity; 

(3) a science and technology agreement 
with the People’s Republic of China should 
include human rights protections and 
projects undertaken as part of it should not 
directly or indirectly enable human rights 
abuses, including the persecution of Uyghurs 
in Xinjiang; 

(4) a science and technology agreement 
with the People’s Republic of China should 
include provisions to safeguard the safety of 
United States researchers and their intellec-
tual property, as well as enhance their re-
search access in China; and 

(5) any renewal, extension, or changes to 
the CST Agreement should be made to en-
sure that United States and Chinese joint re-
search is safer and remains beneficial for 
United States interests. 
SEC. 3. ENHANCED CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICA-

TION REGARDING SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENTS WITH 
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—Not later 
than 15 days before the date on which a re-
newal or extension of the CST Agreement, or 
the entry into or a renewal or extension of 
any other science and technology agreement 
with the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China or an entity of the People’s Re-
public of China, enters into effect, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a notifica-
tion containing each of the matters de-
scribed in subsection (b). 

(b) MATTERS DESCRIBED.—The matters de-
scribed in this subsection are, with respect 
to the science and technology agreement for 
which a notification is submitted under sub-
section (a), the following: 

(1) The full text of such agreement and any 
annexes or side letters. 

(2) A detailed justification for such agree-
ment, including an explanation of the rea-
sons for which entering into, renewing, or 
extending such agreement, as applicable, is 
in the national interest of the United States. 

(3) An assessment of any risks posed by 
such agreement, and the checks it includes 
to prevent the transfer of technology or in-
tellectual property capable of— 

(A) harming the national security interests 
of the United States; or 

(B) enabling of the People’s Republic of 
China’s military-civil fusion strategy. 

(4) An explanation for how the Secretary of 
State intends to build in human rights pro-
tections for any scientific and technology 
collaboration conducted under such agree-
ment. 

(5) An assessment of the ways in which the 
Secretary will be able to prescribe terms for, 
and continuously monitor, the commitments 
and contracts made by the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China or entity of 
the People’s Republic of China under such 
agreement. 

(6) A summary of changes or updates to the 
agreement that were secured to strengthen 
the United States ability to engage in 
science cooperation with the People’s Repub-
lic of China in a way that is safer, more ben-
eficial for the United States, or allows for 
stronger United States oversight over joint 
research. 

(7) Such other information relating to such 
agreement as the Secretary of State may de-
termine appropriate. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The notification require-

ments under subsection (a) shall apply with 
respect to any science and technology agree-
ments entered into, renewed, or extended on 
or after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(2) EXISTING AGREEMENTS.—For any science 
and technology agreement between the 
United States Government and the People’s 
Republic of China that is in effect as of the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report 
that includes each of the matters described 
in subsection (b) with respect to such exist-
ing agreement, not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter for 5 years, the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the 
heads of other appropriate Federal depart-
ments and agencies, shall submit to Congress 
a report on— 

(1) the implementation of each science and 
technology agreement with the People’s Re-
public of China, including implementing ar-
rangements, entered into pursuant to the no-
tification requirements under section 3; and 

(2) all activities conducted under each such 
agreement. 

(b) CONTENTS.—Each report required by 
subsection (a) shall also include each of the 
following: 

(1) An accounting of all joint projects and 
initiatives conducted under the CST Agree-
ment and its implementing arrangements 
since the previous report (or, in the case of 
the first report, since the CST Agreement 
was entered into), including the name of 
each project, agreement, or implementing 
arrangement. 

(2) An evaluation of the benefits of the CST 
Agreement to the United States economy, 
scientific leadership, innovation capacity, 
and industrial base of the United States. 

(3) An estimate of the costs to the United 
States to administer the CST Agreement 
during the period covered by the report. 

(4) An evaluation of the benefits of the CST 
Agreement to the economy, to the military, 
and to the industrial base of the People’s Re-
public of China. 

(5) An assessment of how the CST Agree-
ment has influenced the foreign and domes-
tic policies and scientific capabilities of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

(6) Any plans of the Secretary of State for 
improving the monitoring of the activities 
and the People’s Republic of China’s com-
mitments established under the CST Agree-
ment. 

(7) An assessment of any potential risks 
posed by ongoing science cooperation with 
the People’s Republic of China. 

(c) FORM.—Each report required by sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form and may include a classified annex. 
SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate. 

(2) CST AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘CST 
Agreement’’ means the agreement between 
the United States and the People’s Republic 
of China known as the ‘‘Agreement between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China on Cooperation in Science 
and Technology’’, signed in Washington on 
January 31, 1979, and its protocols, as well as 
any sub-agreements entered into pursuant to 
such Agreement on or before the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(3) IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENT.—The 
term ‘‘implementing arrangement’’, with re-
spect to the CST Agreement or any other 
science and technology agreement, includes 
any sub-agreement or sub-arrangement en-
tered into under the CST Agreement or other 
science and technology agreement between— 

(A) any Federal governmental entity of the 
United States; and 

(B) any governmental entity of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including state- 
owned research institutions. 

(4) SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT.— 
The term ‘‘science and technology agree-
ment’’ means any treaty, memorandum of 
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understanding, or other contract or agree-
ment between the United States and 1 or 
more foreign countries for the purpose of col-
laborating on or otherwise engaging in joint 
activities relating to scientific research, 
technological development, or the sharing of 
scientific or technical knowledge or re-
sources between such countries. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of my bill, H.R. 5245, the Science and 
Technology Agreement Enhanced Con-
gressional Notification Act. 

In 2012, General Keith Alexander said 
that China’s theft of industrial infor-
mation and intellectual property 
through cyber espionage constituted 
the greatest transfer of wealth in his-
tory. The annual cost to the U.S. econ-
omy of China’s intellectual property 
theft is between $225 billion and $600 
billion. 

China is using this access to Amer-
ican science and technology, including 
academic and research partnerships, to 
support state-owned or controlled na-
tional champions in key dual-use tech-
nologies. 

In 1979, the United States and China 
signed a bilateral agreement to build 
science and technology ties between 
the two countries. 

In 2018, the agreement was amended 
to address U.S. concerns about China’s 
approach to technology, innovation, 
and practices of concern, including IP 
theft and forced technology transfer. 

In February of 2024, the two sides 
agreed to another 6-month extension of 
the agreement to negotiate renewal 
terms, which actually expired on Au-
gust 27. 

This current lapse in the agreement 
provides the ideal context for Congress 
to assert our oversight responsibilities 
to ensure that any subsequent agree-
ment does not threaten U.S. national 
security and American intellectual 
property. 

Let’s take a step back and review 
why we are here at this moment. Why 
is this a problem today? 

Well, in his authoritative and influ-
ential book, ‘‘The Hundred-Year Mara-
thon,’’ Michael Pillsbury recounts key 
historical events since the Chinese 
Communist Revolution of 1949, in 
which China embarked on this 100-year 
marathon to displace the United States 
as the world’s global superpower. 

In this book, he writes about this 
science and technology agreement and 
the mistake that was made, dating 
back to 1978. 

Here is what he says: ‘‘In 1978, rela-
tions with the United States moved to-
ward normalization—that is, official 
American recognition of Communist 
China as the legitimate government of 
the Chinese people. That year, Deng fo-
cused immediately on what was at the 
top of his American wish list: science 
and technology. This was an example 
of the Warring States concept known 
as wu wei, or having others do your 
work. 

‘‘As he formulated a strategy in 1978, 
Deng understood, as he put it, that 
‘technology is the number one produc-
tive force’ for economic growth. The 
only way China could pass the United 
States as an economic power, Deng be-
lieved, was through massive scientific 
and technological development. An es-
sential shortcut would be to take what 
the Americans already had. Deng found 
a willing partner in that effort in a new 
American President, Jimmy Carter, 
who was eager to achieve the diplo-
matic coup of a formal Sino-American 
partnership.’’ 

Later in that same chapter, he con-
tinues: ‘‘On January 31, 1979, during his 
visit to the United States, Deng and 
Fang Yi, director of the State Science 
and Technology Commission, signed 
agreements with the U.S. Government 
to speed up scientific exchanges. That 
year, the first 50 Chinese students flew 
to America. In the first 5 years of ex-
changes, some 19,000 Chinese students 
would study at American universities, 
mainly in the physical sciences, health 
sciences, and engineering, and their 
numbers would continue to increase. 

‘‘Carter and Deng also signed agree-
ments on consular offices, trade, 
science, and technology—with the 
United States providing all sorts of sci-
entific and technical knowledge to Chi-
nese scientists in what would amount 
to the greatest outpouring of American 
scientific and technological expertise 
in history.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we now know that was 
a massive, massive mistake. This bill 
establishes new oversight tools to cre-
ate transparency and accountability in 
U.S.-China relations by requiring con-
gressional notification of any scientific 
and technological partnership agree-
ments between the two nations. 

Under this bill, the State Depart-
ment would be required to inform the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 15 
days before renewing the agreement, 
including the contents of the deal, na-
tional security concerns, and how the 
agreement addresses human rights con-
cerns. 

Science and technology are central 
to U.S.-China strategic competition, 
which are shaping the course of this 
century. Thus, Congress must exercise 
its oversight authority to ensure that 
U.S. national security and foreign pol-
icy interests are protected. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Science and Technology 

Agreement Enhanced Congressional 
Notification Act, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 5245, as amend-
ed, and yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

First, let me thank Representatives 
ANDY BARR and DINA TITUS for their 
leadership in developing this bill. I also 
thank Chairman MCCAUL for his col-
laboration in bringing this bill to a bi-
partisan consensus, ensuring that we 
have the necessary oversight over any 
U.S.-China governmental science co-
operation. 

We all know the challenges posed by 
the People’s Republic of China. The 
Biden-Harris administration and this 
body are clear-eyed that the PRC is the 
only competitor with intent and means 
to reshape the rules-based inter-
national order. 

To advance our interests, we must 
manage this critical relationship with 
shrewd diplomacy, not fear. This is 
why we must continue to engage China 
and find areas of cooperation where 
possible, even as we vigorously com-
pete with and, where necessary, con-
front Beijing. 

Since the U.S.-China Science and 
Technology Agreement was originally 
signed in 1979, the first bilateral agree-
ment following our diplomatic recogni-
tion of the People’s Republic of China, 
it has benefited the United States, 
China, and the global community. 

Research collaborations have pre-
vented disease, reduced pollution, and 
deepened our understanding of the 
Earth’s history. The agreement has 
been renewed every 5 years or so under 
both Republican and Democratic ad-
ministrations. 

Mr. BARR’s bill allows Congress to 
address robust oversight over the cur-
rent and any updated U.S.-China 
Science and Technology Agreement, 
and it requires the State Department 
to ensure the agreement benefits the 
United States and includes standards 
and safeguards to protect the United 
States’ interests. 

It also enables Congress to monitor 
and track projects taking place under 
the agreement to ensure that they are 
consistent with U.S. values and inter-
ests. Therefore, it is for these reasons 
that we must pass H.R. 5245. This bill 
will allow Congress to effectively mon-
itor the limited joint projects we do 
have with China, assess whether Bei-
jing is living up to its commitments as 
part of the agreement, and ensure that 
American researchers, intellectual 
property, and data are adequately pro-
tected. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
additional speakers. I am prepared to 
close. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to pass 
H.R. 5245, as amended, so that we may 
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strengthen oversight of any U.S.-China 
science and technological agreements. 
These are routine mechanisms that lay 
out the rules of the road for govern-
ment-to-government cooperation, pro-
viding a set of bilateral accepted stand-
ards, rules, and protections that guide 
any collaboration and provide access 
and protection for researchers, for 
data, and intellectual property. 

We must continue to modernize the 
safeguards for government-to-govern-
ment cooperation to manage the 
heightened risks in the case of China, 
while preserving space for scientific in-
quiry and innovations that may benefit 
us all. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

In closing, I thank Chairman 
MCCAUL, Ranking Member MEEKS, and 
the bipartisan membership of the For-
eign Affairs Committee, who voted 50– 
0 to move this bill forward. 

Regrettably, in the 1970s, when the 
United States extended the hand of 
peace, extended the hand of coopera-
tion in advancement of science and 
technology for the advancement of 
mankind, that was not reciprocated. In 
fact, instead, the Chinese Communist 
Party rejected peace and cooperation 
and stole intellectual property and 
militarized that technology in a very 
hostile way. 

Congress must ensure that any new 
science and technology agreements 
with China safeguard the interests, the 
property, and the values of the Amer-
ican people. 

Mr. Speaker, for that reason, I urge 
unanimous support for this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 5245, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SANCTIONS LISTS 
HARMONIZATION ACT 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5613) to require a review of 
whether individuals or entities subject 
to the imposition of certain sanctions 
through inclusion on certain sanctions 
lists should also be subject to the im-
position of other sanctions and in-
cluded on other sanctions lists, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5613 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sanctions 

Lists Harmonization Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REQUIREMENTS TO INCLUDE INDIVID-

UALS AND ENTITIES SUBJECT TO 
UNITED STATES SANCTIONS ON CER-
TAIN OTHER SANCTIONS LISTS. 

(a) NOTIFICATION TO OTHER FEDERAL OFFI-
CIALS.—Not later than 30 days after the date 
on which an individual or entity is included 
on one of the lists described in subsection 
(d), the Federal official responsible for ad-
ministering such list shall notify the Federal 
officials responsible for administering the 
other lists described in subsection (d) of the 
inclusion of the individual or entity on such 
list. 

(b) DETERMINATION AND OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS OF OTHER FEDERAL OFFICIAL.— 

(1) REVIEW.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date on which a Federal official receives 
a notification under subsection (a) of the in-
clusion of an individual or entity on one of 
the lists described in subsection (d), such 
Federal official shall initiate a review re-
garding whether such individual or entity 
warrants inclusion on such other lists. 

(2) DETERMINATION.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date on which a Federal official re-
ceives a notification under subsection (a) of 
the inclusion of an individual or entity on 
one of the lists described in subsection (d), 
such Federal official shall make a deter-
mination of whether to include such indi-
vidual or entity on such other lists. 

(c) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the enactment of this Act, each Federal 
agency maintaining a list described in sub-
section (d) shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report— 

(A) certifying compliance with subsections 
(a) and (b) of this section; 

(B) explaining the agency’s deliberative 
process to meet the requirements in sub-
sections (a) and (b); and 

(C) enumerating any instances in which 
the requirements in subsections (a) and (b) 
led to the inclusion of additional individuals 
or entities to one of the lists described in 
subsection (d). 

(2) FORM.—The report required by this sub-
section shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may contain a classified annex. 

(d) LISTS DESCRIBED.—The lists described 
in this subsection are the following: 

(1) The list of specially designated nation-
als and blocked persons maintained by the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control of the De-
partment of the Treasury. 

(2) The list maintained and set forth in 
Supplement No. 4 to part 744 of the Export 
Administration Regulations (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Entity List’’). 

(3) The Department of Defense’s list main-
tained and published under 1260H of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 
U.S.C. 113 note). 

(4) The Non-SDN Chinese Military-Indus-
trial Complex Companies (NS–CMIC) List of 
the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the 
Department of the Treasury. 

(5) The Sectoral Sanctions List of the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury. 

(6) The Military End User List of the Bu-
reau of Industry and Security of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Armed Services, the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence, and 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs, the Committee on Armed 
Services, the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and the Committee on Finance of the 
Senate. 

(2) EXPORT ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS.— 
The term ‘‘Export Administration Regula-
tions’’ means the regulations set forth in 
subchapter C of chapter VII of title 15, Code 
of Federal Regulations, or successor regula-
tions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 

minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. WALTZ), the author of this bill. 

Mr. WALTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge passage of my bill, H.R. 
5613, the Sanctions Lists Harmoni-
zation Act. 

Mr. Speaker, sanctions are a critical 
tool in America’s foreign policy tool-
kit, and that has been the case really 
since the end of World War II. 

Unfortunately, the U.S. faces signifi-
cant challenges in coordinating its 
sanction policy to support our national 
security objectives. For example, enti-
ties that we sanction in the U.S. are 
not similarly sanctioned by our allies 
in Europe, even when our policies are 
aligned. We spend a significant amount 
of time and effort coordinating these 
actions to target actors like Iran and 
other malign actors, even when we are 
all rowing in the same direction. 

Mr. Speaker, it is often even worse 
than that. We don’t even coordinate 
within our own government. Under cur-
rent law, our Federal agencies are not 
required to communicate with each 
other when foreign entities are added 
to their sanctions lists. 

b 1815 

For example, if the Department of 
Defense has concerns and they commu-
nicate those concerns, an entity may 
be denied an export license by the De-
partment of Commerce but then still 
allowed to conduct banking trans-
actions regulated by Treasury. 

Mr. Speaker, there are many other 
examples, but at the very least, our 
agencies should proactively notify and 
coordinate with one another to maxi-
mize the penalties to these bad actors 
when it makes sense. 

My bill simply requires the Depart-
ment of Treasury, the Department of 
Commerce, and the Department of De-
fense to notify each other and commu-
nicate with each other within 30 days 
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when placing a foreign entity on cer-
tain sanctions lists, whether it is with 
the Office of Foreign Asset Control, 
OFAC, BIS, or somewhere else. 

From there, these other agencies 
would then have to determine whether 
that entity that is sanctioned should 
be added to their own sanctions list. 

It is required, Mr. Speaker. It is not 
optional. It is not when the agency 
gets around to it, if ever. It is required. 

Subsequently, each agency will be re-
quired to submit a report to Congress 
specifying which entities they chose to 
include on their list and explaining 
their process. 

Let me be clear: This bill does not 
mandate inclusion of any entity on any 
list. It doesn’t tie the hand of the exec-
utive branch, but it does require the 
executive branch agencies to commu-
nicate with each other. 

I view this as a simple way for the 
interagency to coordinate, maximize 
penalties on foreign bad actors, close 
loopholes they may take advantage of, 
and it also creates the bureaucratic in-
centive to better coordinate our sanc-
tions process. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
MCCAUL for his leadership and Ranking 
Member MEEKS for working with us to 
get this language to a bipartisan agree-
ment in the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. I urge its swift passage on the 
floor. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
right to close, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5613, as amended. 

The U.S. Government operates many 
lists of foreign companies run by dif-
ferent departments with different de-
partments. This is entirely appro-
priate. A North Korean nuclear pro-
liferation agency is not the same as an 
unverified South Korean company. 

While we may want to place restric-
tions on both, at least temporarily, the 
penalties and consequences should dif-
fer accordingly. The purpose of this bill 
is straightforward. 

When one agency, like the Depart-
ment of Commerce, lists a foreign enti-
ty, it ensures that other agencies, such 
as the Department of Defense, are for-
mally notified. The right hand simply 
needs to know what the left hand is 
doing. 

We need smart and effective policies, 
not a one-size-fits-all approach, par-
ticularly when it comes to economic 
statecraft and especially in our com-
petition with China. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill. Also, since 
the gentleman said that he was pre-
pared to close, that is my closing. It is 
my opening and my closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Well done, my friend, from New York 
for opening and closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend and 
colleague, Congressman WALTZ, for his 
leadership on this. This is a good bill. 
This is something we need to do. We 
need to force harmonization, coordina-
tion on the interagency. We have a lot 
of different lists. We have got the 
Treasury’s Chinese Military-Industrial 
Complex List. We have the entity list 
at Commerce BIS. We have the Mili-
tary End User List at Commerce. We 
have the 1260H list at DOD. We need 
this bill. We need better coordination. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL and 
Armed Services Committee Chairman 
ROGERS for their leadership in moving 
this bill to the floor today. I hope that 
all of our colleagues will join us in en-
suring that U.S. sanctions remain a 
powerful tool for defending our inter-
ests and values against those who seek 
to undermine democracy, security, and 
human rights around the world. Until 
we get outbound sanctions legislation, 
this is a good placeholder. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge unanimous sup-
port for H.R. 5613, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 5613, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOTE ACCESS SECURITY ACT 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 8152) to amend the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 to provide for 
control of remote access of items, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8152 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Remote Ac-
cess Security Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CONTROL OF REMOTE ACCESS OF ITEMS 

UNDER THE EXPORT CONTROL RE-
FORM ACT OF 2018. 

The Export Control Reform Act of 2018 is 
amended— 

(1) in section 1742 (50 U.S.C. 4801), by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(15) REMOTE ACCESS.—The term ‘remote 
access’ means access to an item that is sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States 
(without regard to the physical location of 
the item) and included on the Commerce 
Control List set forth in Supplement No. 1 to 
part 774 of the Export Administration Regu-
lations, by a foreign person through a net-
work connection, including the internet or a 
cloud computing service, from a location 
other than where the item is physically lo-
cated, to use the functions of the item if the 
use of those functions may pose a serious 
risk to the national security or foreign pol-
icy of the United States, such as by— 

‘‘(A) training an artificial intelligence 
model that could— 

‘‘(i) substantially lower the barrier of 
entry for experts or non-experts to design, 
synthesize, acquire, or use chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, or nuclear weapons or 
weapons of mass destruction; 

‘‘(ii) enable offensive cyber operations 
through automated vulnerability discovery 
and exploitation against a wide range of po-
tential targets of cyber attacks; or 

‘‘(iii) permit the evasion of human control 
or oversight of automated systems through 
means of deception or obfuscation; or 

‘‘(B) accessing a quantum computer that 
could enable offensive cyber operations or 
other risks to national security; or 

‘‘(C) accessing hacking tools.’’; 
(2) in section 1752 (50 U.S.C. 4811)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘or re-

mote access’’ after ‘‘export’’; and 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘or 

remote access’’ after ‘‘export’’; and 
(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘and in-country transfer of 
items’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country transfer, 
and remote access of items’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘release’’ and inserting ‘‘release or 
remote access’’; 

(II) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and in-
serting a semicolon; 

(III) in clause (v), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(IV) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(vi) offensive cyber operations.’’; 
(3) in section 1753 (50 U.S.C. 4812)— 
(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(ii) in paragraph (2)(F), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) the remote access to— 
‘‘(A) items subject to the jurisdiction of 

the United States (without regard to the 
physical location of the items) that are de-
termined by the President to warrant con-
trols with respect to access by foreign per-
sons or countries of concern; and 

‘‘(B) the functions of such items.’’; 
(B) in subsection (b)— 
(i) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through 

(7) as paragraphs (4) through (8), respec-
tively; and 

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) regulate the remote access by foreign 
persons of items as described in subsection 
(a)(3);’’; and 

(C) in subsection (c)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘or in-country transfer’’ 

each place it appears and inserting ‘‘in-coun-
try transfer, or remote access’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘subsections (b)(1) or 
(b)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsections (b)(1), 
(b)(2), or (b)(3)’’; 

(4) in section 1754 (50 U.S.C. 4813)— 
(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and in- 

country transfers’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country 
transfers, and remote access’’; 

(ii) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and in- 
country transfers’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country 
transfers, and remote access’’; 

(iii) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘and in- 
country transfers’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country 
transfers, and remote access’’; 

(iv) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘‘or in- 
country transferred’’ and inserting ‘‘in-coun-
try transferred, or remotely accessed’’; 

(v) in paragraph (11), by adding at the end 
before the semicolon the following: ‘‘or re-
mote access’’; and 
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(vi) in paragraph (15), by adding at the end 

before ‘‘; and’’ the following: ‘‘or remotely 
access (including the provision thereof)’’; 

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘or in- 
country transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country 
transfer, or remote access’’; and 

(C) in subsection (d)(1), by amending sub-
paragraph (A) to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) the export, reexport, or in-country 
transfer of, or remote access to, items de-
scribed in paragraph (2), or remote access to 
items described in section 1742(15), including, 
in both cases, items that are not subject to 
control under this part; and’’. 

(5) in section 1755(b)(2) (50 U.S.C. 
4814(b)(2))— 

(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and 
in-country transfers’’ and inserting ‘‘in- 
country transfers, and remote access’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘and 
in-country transfers’’ and inserting ‘‘in- 
country transfers, and remote access’’; and 

(6) in section 1756 (50 U.S.C. 4815)— 
(A) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-

ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and in- 
country transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country 
transfer, and remote access’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘or in- 
country transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country 
transfer, or remote access’’; 

(7) in section 1757(a) (50 U.S.C. 4816(a)), by 
striking ‘‘or in-country transfer’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘in-country transfer, or remote access’’; 
and 

(8) in section 1760 (50 U.S.C. 4819)— 
(A) in subsection (a)(2)(F)(iii), by striking 

‘‘or in-country transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in- 
country transfer, or remote access’’; 

(B) in subsection (c)(1)(C), by striking ‘‘or 
in-country transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in-coun-
try transfer, or remotely access (including 
the provision thereof)’’; and 

(C) in subsection (e)(1)(A)— 
(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘or in-country 

transfer outside the United States any item’’ 
and inserting ‘‘in-country transfer outside 
the United States any item, or remotely ac-
cess any item’’; and 

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘or in-coun-
try transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in-country 
transfer, or remote access’’; 

(9) in section 1761 (50 U.S.C. 4820)— 
(A) in subsection (a)(5), by striking ‘‘or in- 

country transferred’’ and inserting ‘‘in-coun-
try transferred, or remotely accessed’’; 

(B) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘ex-
port’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘export control’’; and 

(C) in subsection (h)(1)(B), by striking ‘‘or 
in-country transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in-coun-
try transfer, or remotely access’’; and 

(10) in section 1767 (50 U.S.C. 4825)— 
(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘or reex-

port’’ and inserting ‘‘reexport, or remote ac-
cess’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 

in-country transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘in-coun-
try transfer, and remote access’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘or in- 
country transferred’’ and inserting ‘‘in-coun-
try transferred, or remotely accessed’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-

port of H.R. 8152, the Remote Access 
Security Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
LAWLER), the author of the bill. 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to urge the House to pass my bill, 
the Remote Access Security Act. 

The U.S. export control regime exists 
to limit American critical technology 
and goods from falling into the hands 
of adversarial regimes and those who 
answer to them. Export controls are 
immensely important to ensure coun-
tries like China can’t access U.S. ad-
vanced semi-conductor chips to en-
hance their own chip development, 
which has implications for their mili-
tary capacity building, as well. 

Unfortunately, there is a loophole in 
the current export control regime. Chi-
nese companies have been remotely ac-
cessing tech covered by export con-
trols, enabling the CCP to continue 
using U.S. chips to develop AI and 
modernize their military forces. 

This must end. 
My bill allows the Commerce Depart-

ment’s export controls authority to re-
cover remote access of technology. 
That way, once my bill is signed into 
law, all exports of chips, including 
through the cloud, will be prohibited 
effectively closing the loophole. 

The framework to combat China’s 
growing tech developments already 
exist, but it is imperative that Com-
merce has the tools to make this effec-
tive. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL and all 
my Foreign Affairs Committee col-
leagues for passing this bipartisan bill 
through committee, and I thank the 
Speaker for bringing it to the floor 
today. 

I urge all my colleagues to vote for 
this commonsense bill. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
right to close, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, over the 
past 31⁄2 years, the Biden administra-
tion has imposed unprecedented export 
controls against China and Russia. 
These measures have been highly effec-
tive in restricting Beijing and Mos-
cow’s access to critical U.S. tech-
nologies that could be used to enhance 
their military capabilities. We know 
these controls are working because 
both nations are now seeking ways to 
circumvent them through various loop-
holes, diversion tactics, and deceptive 
practices. 

One such loophole could involve PRC 
companies accessing U.S. chips re-
motely. Right now, our export control 
laws do not explicitly cover the remote 
access of controlled technologies 
through a network connection, includ-
ing the internet or cloud computing 
services. H.R. 8152 would close that 
loophole. 

I thank the majority for working 
with me to reach a bipartisan agree-
ment on this bill. Since the markup, 
we have incorporated additional feed-
back from the administration to appro-
priately scope the bill and specify that 
offensive cyber operations against the 
United States are another end use that 
our export controls should be address-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I urge Mem-
bers to vote in favor of 8152, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 8152, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NO RUSSIAN TUNNEL TO CRIMEA 
ACT 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7701) to require the imposition of 
sanctions with respect to any foreign 
person that knowingly participates in 
the construction, maintenance, or re-
pair of a tunnel or bridge that connects 
the Russian mainland with the Cri-
mean peninsula. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7701 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘No Russian 
Tunnel to Crimea Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) In February and March 2014, the Rus-

sian Federation invaded the Crimean penin-
sula and annexed Crimea, international rec-
ognized as Ukrainian territory. 

(2) Following its annexation of Crimea, the 
Russian Federation constructed the Kerch 
Strait Bridge to connect the Russian main-
land with the Crimean peninsula. 

(3) On February 24, 2022, the Government of 
the Russian Federation, led by Vladimir 
Putin, launched an unprovoked, full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine. 

(4) The Russian Federation has used Cri-
mea as an integral part of its full scale inva-
sion of Ukraine, including to house Russian 
troops, store ammunition and weapons, and 
host the Black Sea Fleet. 

(5) In October 2023, it was publicly reported 
that Russian and Chinese business officials 
met and exchanged emails to discuss build-
ing a tunnel from the Russian mainland to 
illegally occupied Crimea. 
SEC. 3. SANCTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall im-
pose sanctions described in subsection (b) 
with respect to any foreign person that 
knowingly participates in the construction, 
maintenance, or repair of a tunnel or bridge 
that connects the Russian mainland with the 
Crimean peninsula. 
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(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 

described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) ASSET BLOCKING.—Notwithstanding the 
requirements of section 202 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701), the President may exercise 
of all powers granted to the President by 
that Act to the extent necessary to block 
and prohibit all transactions in all property 
and interests in property of the foreign per-
son if such property and interests in prop-
erty are in the United States, come within 
the United States, or are or come within the 
possession or control of a United States per-
son. 

(2) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien who the Sec-

retary of State or the Secretary of Homeland 
Security (or a designee of one of such Secre-
taries) knows, or has reason to believe, is de-
scribed in subsection (a) is— 

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible for a visa or other docu-

mentation to enter the United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 

paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The issuing consular offi-

cer, the Secretary of State, or the Secretary 
of Homeland Security (or a designee of one of 
such Secretaries) shall, in accordance with 
section 221(i) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), revoke any visa or 
other entry documentation issued to an alien 
described in subparagraph (A) regardless of 
when the visa or other entry documentation 
is issued. 

(ii) EFFECT OF REVOCATION.—A revocation 
under clause (i)— 

(I) shall take effect immediately; and 
(II) shall automatically cancel any other 

valid visa or entry documentation that is in 
the alien’s possession. 

(c) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-

NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—Sanctions under 
subsection (b)(2) shall not apply with respect 
to the admission of an alien if admitting or 
paroling the alien into the United States is 
necessary to permit the United States to 
comply with the Agreement regarding the 
Headquarters of the United Nations, signed 
at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered 
into force November 21, 1947, between the 
United Nations and the United States, or 
other applicable international obligations. 

(2) EXCEPTION RELATING TO THE PROVISION 
OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Sanctions 
under this section may not be imposed with 
respect to transactions or the facilitation of 
transactions for— 

(A) the sale of agricultural commodities, 
food, medicine, or medical devices; 

(B) the provision of humanitarian assist-
ance; 

(C) financial transactions relating to hu-
manitarian assistance; or 

(D) transporting goods or services that are 
necessary to carry out operations relating to 
humanitarian assistance. 

(3) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE, LAW EN-
FORCEMENT, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ACTIVI-
TIES.—Sanctions under this section shall not 
apply to any authorized intelligence, law en-
forcement, or national security activities of 
the United States. 

(d) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—In any judi-
cial review of a determination made under 
this section, if the determination was based 
on classified information (as defined in sec-
tion 1(a) of the Classified Information Proce-
dures Act) such information may be sub-
mitted to the reviewing court ex parte and in 
camera. This subsection does not confer or 
imply any right to judicial review. 

(e) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 

exercise all authorities provided to the 
President under sections 203 and 205 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to carry out this 
section. 

(2) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for 
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a person 
that violates, attempts to violate, conspires 
to violate, or causes a violation of regula-
tions promulgated to carry out this section 
to the same extent that such penalties apply 
to a person that commits an unlawful act de-
scribed in section 206(a) of that Act. 

(f) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of sanctions imposed with re-
spect to a foreign person under this section 
if the President certifies to the appropriate 
congressional committees not later than 15 
days before such waiver is to take effect that 
the waiver is important to the national secu-
rity interests of the United States. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘appropriate congressional 

committees’’ means the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(2) the term ‘‘foreign person’’ means an in-
dividual or entity that is not a United States 
person; and 

(3) the term ‘‘United States person’’ 
means— 

(A) a United States citizen; 
(B) a permanent resident alien of the 

United States; 
(C) an entity organized under the laws of 

the United States or of any jurisdiction 
within the United States, including a foreign 
branch of such an entity; or 

(D) a person in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

7701, the No Russian Tunnel to Crimea 
Act, a bipartisan bill introduced by the 
gentleman from New York, Ranking 
Member MEEKS, and the gentleman 
from South Carolina, Mr. WILSON. 

China has provided Russia with ex-
tensive dual-use goods that by the ad-
ministration’s own admission have 
helped Russia revitalize its defense in-
dustrial base, rebuild its military, and 
continue its genocidal campaign of ag-
gression against Ukraine. 

Aiding in the construction of repair 
of any infrastructure connecting Rus-
sia and Crimea would be yet another 
example of Chairman Xi’s ‘‘no limits 
partnership’’ with Putin. 

Mr. Speaker, for this reason, I urge 
my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan bill, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, September 3, 2024. 

Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: I write regarding 
H.R. 7701, the No Russian Tunnel to Crimea 
Act. Provisions of this bill fall within the 
Judiciary Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction, 
and I appreciate that you consulted with us 
on those provisions. The Judiciary Com-
mittee agrees that it shall be discharged 
from further consideration of the bill so that 
it may proceed expeditiously to the House 
floor. 

The Committee takes this action with the 
understanding that forgoing further consid-
eration of this measure does not in any way 
alter the Committee’s jurisdiction or waive 
any future jurisdictional claim over these 
provisions or their subject matter. We also 
reserve the right to seek appointment of an 
appropriate number of conferees in the event 
of a conference with the Senate involving 
this measure or similar legislation. 

I ask that you please include this letter in 
your committee’s report to accompany this 
legislation or insert this letter in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
H.R. 7701 on the House floor. I appreciate the 
cooperative manner in which our commit-
tees have worked on this matter, and I look 
forward to working collaboratively in the fu-
ture on matters of shared jurisdiction. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
JIM JORDAN, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, September 6, 2024. 
Hon. JIM JORDAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN JORDAN: Thank you for 
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 7701, the No 
Russian Tunnel to Crimea Act, so that the 
measure may proceed expeditiously to the 
House floor. 

I agree that your forgoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation 
in the future. I would support your effort to 
seek appointment of an appropriate number 
of conferees from your committee to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation. 

I will seek to place our letters on this bill 
into the Congressional Record during floor 
consideration. I appreciate your cooperation 
regarding this legislation and look forward 
to continuing to work together as this meas-
ure moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of this legislation. This 
is the long-awaited proverbial ‘‘China 
week’’ on the House floor, so let me ex-
plain briefly why this legislation per-
tains to the PRC. 

In February 2022, as the world turned 
its attention to the winter Olympics in 
Beijing, Vladimir Putin visited China 
to meet with President Xi where the 
two publicly declared what they called 
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a ‘‘no limits partnership’’ between Rus-
sia and China. 

Just weeks after that declaration, 
Putin unleashed his devastating inva-
sion of Ukraine, aimed at toppling the 
democratically elected government in 
Kyiv. 

Since that time, China has played a 
crucial role in keeping the Kremlin’s 
war machine running. By purchasing 
Russian oil and gas in massive quan-
tities, Beijing has funded the Kremlin 
coffers and the illegal invasion ma-
chine it operates. By exporting semi-
conductors, drones, telecommuni-
cations gear, and other strategic elec-
tronic equipment, the PRC companies 
have provided the technical know-how 
to backfill U.S. and European providers 
that have exited the Russian market. 

Though the PRC has deepened its 
economic trade with Russia, including 
in dual-use items, it has thus far avoid-
ed directly arming Russia’s criminal 
war effort. 

Recent reports have emerged about 
Russian officials meeting with leaders 
of major Chinese state-owned construc-
tion firms to discuss building a tunnel 
from Russia to Crimea. Of course, Cri-
mea is of enormous strategic impor-
tance. Ukrainian forces have rightfully 
targeted this bridge multiple times, 
demonstrating their resilience and 
their determination to disrupt Russia’s 
illegal occupation. The construction of 
a tunnel linking Russia directly to Cri-
mea would only further entrench 
Putin’s control over the Crimean Pe-
ninsula and bolster his war efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a duty to use 
every tool at our disposal to support 
Ukraine’s struggle for sovereignty and 
freedom. I will thank my colleague, 
Representative WILSON, for his partner-
ship on this important bill. I also ex-
tend my gratitude to Chairman 
MCCAUL for his leadership in advancing 
this legislation, both at markup and 
now on the floor, and I thank all Mem-
bers who have shown their support by 
cosponsoring this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support H.R. 7701, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

b 1830 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORAN). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BARR) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
7701. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on motions to 
suspend the rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 1157; and 
H.R. 8333. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

COUNTERING THE PRC MALIGN IN-
FLUENCE FUND AUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1157) to provide for the au-
thorization of appropriations for the 
Countering the People’s Republic of 
China Malign Influence Fund, and for 
other purposes on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 351, nays 36, 
not voting 43, as follows: 

[Roll No. 401] 

YEAS—351 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Brown 
Buchanan 
Budzinski 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 

Cherfilus- 
McCormick 

Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 

Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gallego 
Garbarino 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 

Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jeffries 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lopez 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meuser 
Mfume 

Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 

Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Trahan 
Turner 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—36 

Arrington 
Biggs 
Boebert 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Bush 
Casar 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Crane 
Duncan 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Good (VA) 
Gosar 
Greene (GA) 
Harris 
Johnson (GA) 
Lee (PA) 
Lesko 
Massie 
McClintock 
McCormick 
Moore (AL) 
Norman 

Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Palmer 
Perry 
Pressley 
Ramirez 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Spartz 
Steube 
Tlaib 
Velázquez 

NOT VOTING—43 

Aguilar 
Blunt Rochester 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brownley 
Bucshon 
Clarke (NY) 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Evans 
Fallon 
Ferguson 
Gaetz 
Garamendi 
Goldman (NY) 

Granger 
Grijalva 
Hageman 
Jayapal 
Kim (NJ) 
Kustoff 
LaMalfa 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Maloy 
McHenry 
Meng 
Mooney 
Moore (UT) 
Nadler 

Ogles 
Peltola 
Rulli 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Tiffany 
Torres (NY) 
Trone 
Valadao 
Waters 
Wexton 
Wilson (FL) 
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b 1853 

Messrs. BURLISON, ARRINGTON, 
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. DUNCAN, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. PALMER, and Ms. 
BUSH changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ 
to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Ms. LEE of Nevada and Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM-
BRANCE OF THE LATE HONOR-
ABLE WILLIAM J. PASCRELL, JR. 

(Mr. SMITH of New Jersey asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, my colleagues and I rise to 
convey our deepest sorrow on the pass-
ing of our longtime friend and col-
league, 14-term New Jersey Congress-
man Bill Pascrell of the Ninth District 
in New Jersey. 

We offer our prayers and heartfelt 
condolences to his wife, Elsie, and 
three sons, Bill, David, and Glenn, the 
rest of the family, and, of course, close 
family friends as well. 

Bill’s life was marked, Mr. Speaker, 
by exemplary service, having served in 
the United States Army, and as a high 
school history teacher and adjunct pro-
fessor before becoming a State assem-
blyman for 5 terms, mayor for 2, and 
then Congressman for 28 years. 

He was dedicated to New Jersey fami-
lies and an outspoken advocate for our 
law enforcement community, our fire-
fighters, and our Nation’s veterans. He 
is the author of the Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership Reauthorization. 

His Firefighter Investment and Re-
sponse Enhancement Act created the 
groundbreaking Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grants Program, which pro-
vides funding for protective equipment, 
emergency vehicles, training, and 
other critical support for aid to our 
firefighters. Since its creation in 2001, 
this incredible program has awarded 
over $10 billion to fire departments 
across the country, including almost 
$200 million to our own State of New 
Jersey. 

As co-chair and founder of the Con-
gressional Brain Injury Task Force, 
Bill also helped lead the charge to ad-
vance brain health. His bipartisan 
Traumatic Brain Injury Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018 provided critical fund-
ing to help patients with brain injuries 
and their families, enhance break-
through research, and for the first time 
ever create a national concussion sur-
veillance system to improve preven-
tion, care, and recovery efforts for 
traumatic brain injuries. 

Bill was also devoted to preserving 
New Jersey’s beautiful natural re-

sources and led efforts to designate 
Paterson Great Falls, the stunning 77- 
foot tall waterfall in the Passaic River 
as a national historic park. 

Please join us in offering our heart-
felt prayers for him and his family. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), my 
good friend and colleague. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chris for yielding. I just thank so 
many people on both sides of the aisle 
who came to the beautiful funeral that 
we had for Bill Pascrell in the Cathe-
dral of St. John the Baptist in 
Paterson with the Bishop. 

One of the things you heard was that 
he spent his whole life in Paterson, 
New Jersey, and Paterson was how he 
identified: a tough, gritty, industrial 
city. He said what he pleased and al-
ways looked out for the little guy. 
That was true in Congress as well. 

The things that CHRIS SMITH men-
tioned were all issues that the average 
person cared about: Having a good po-
lice force and fire department, being 
able to have good healthcare, consumer 
issues like the TICKET Act to make 
sure that the fans were properly cared 
for. This is what he was all about. He 
looked at Paterson and he looked at 
this place from the view of his neigh-
bors. 

I thank what we call the Pennsyl-
vania corner. They are not all from 
Pennsylvania, but they all were his 
biggest boosters in Congress. He saw 
them as his neighbors and his close 
friends in the same way that he saw 
the city of Paterson. 

I have one quote that I just have to 
read because it kind of summarizes ev-
erything about it. It is from the Amer-
ican author Tim O’Brien, who I think a 
lot of you know. It says: He was like 
America itself, big and strong, full of 
good intentions, always there when 
you needed him, a believer in sim-
plicity, directness, and hard labor. 
That was Bill Pascrell. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON). 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. As he said, he was one of us. 
He loved this place and so many of you. 
Monsignor Sylva, at that beautiful fu-
neral that Frank was talking about, 
typified Bill by saying he was a man of 
justifiable anger. 

Then he went on to say how Bill was 
driving someplace. He was supposed to 
appear at the church with the priest. 
He called the priest on the phone, and 
he said: Look, I am running about half 
an hour behind, could you hold the 
church service up until I get there? 
That was our guy. 

The priest also went on. He had a 
beautiful way of putting this. He said 
that hope has two beautiful daughters: 
anger and courage—anger at the way 
things are and then the courage to step 
up and want to change that. That was 
Bill Pascrell at his core, as authentic, 
as original as they make them, not a 
phony bone in his body. 

It should be called Pascrell’s corner, 
and we appreciate the flowers that 
were put over there today. We plan to 
have an event. There will be a planning 
committee meeting Wednesday night 
in the Ways and Means Committee 
after votes, and they will be planning 
not only another memorial, but we are 
going to have, believe it or not, a little 
party in honor of Bill Pascrell. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks all 
those present in the Chamber as well as 
Members and staff throughout the Cap-
itol to please rise for a moment of si-
lence in remembrance of the late Hon-
orable William J. Pascrell, Jr., of New 
Jersey. 

f 

BIOSECURE ACT 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8 
of rule XX, the unfinished business is 
the vote on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 8333) to 
prohibit contracting with certain bio-
technology providers, and for other 
purposes, as amended, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on 

the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. COMER) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 306, nays 81, 
not voting 44, as follows: 

[Roll No. 402] 

YEAS—306 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Brown 
Buchanan 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 

Cherfilus- 
McCormick 

Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 

Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gallego 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, V. 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
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Joyce (PA) 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lofgren 
Lopez 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 

Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Napolitano 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Porter 
Posey 
Quigley 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Rulli 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sewell 

Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strickland 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Timmons 
Titus 
Turner 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wild 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—81 

Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Beyer 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bush 
Cárdenas 
Casar 
Casten 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Crockett 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Doggett 
Escobar 

Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frost 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gomez 
Gosar 
Himes 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jacobs 
Jeffries 
Kamlager-Dove 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lieu 
Magaziner 
Massie 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGovern 

Meeks 
Menendez 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Neal 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scott (VA) 
Stansbury 
Stevens 
Takano 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Velázquez 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—44 

Aguilar 
Alford 
Blunt Rochester 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brownley 
Bucshon 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Dunn (FL) 
Evans 
Fallon 

Ferguson 
Gaetz 
Garamendi 
Goldman (NY) 
Granger 
Grijalva 
Hageman 
Jayapal 
Kim (NJ) 
Kustoff 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 

Maloy 
McCaul 
McHenry 
Meng 
Mooney 
Moore (UT) 
Nadler 
Ogles 
Peltola 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Scanlon 

Schakowsky 
Tiffany 
Torres (NY) 

Trone 
Valadao 
Waters 

Wexton 
Wilson (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MORAN) (during the vote). There are 2 
minutes remaining. 

b 1907 

Mr. DOGGETT changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I missed to-

night’s vote due to travel complications. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No. 401 and YEA on Roll Call No. 402. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
CERTAIN TERRORIST ATTACKS— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 118–164) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. Consistent 
with this provision, I have sent to the 
Federal Register the enclosed notice, 
stating that the emergency declared in 
Proclamation 7463 with respect to the 
terrorist attacks on the United States 
of September 11, 2001, is to continue in 
effect for an additional year. 

The terrorist threat that led to the 
declaration on September 14, 2001, of a 
national emergency continues. For this 
reason, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue in effect after 
September 14, 2024, the national emer-
gency with respect to the terrorist 
threat. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 9, 2024. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN OR 
UNDERMINING PUBLIC CON-
FIDENCE IN UNITED STATES 
ELECTIONS—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118–165) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 

from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committees on Foreign Affairs, 
the Judiciary, the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, and House 
Administration, and ordered to be 
printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
threat of foreign interference in or un-
dermining public confidence in United 
States elections declared in Executive 
Order 13848 of September 12, 2018, is to 
continue in effect beyond September 
12, 2024. 

Although there has been no evidence 
of a foreign power altering the out-
comes or vote tabulation in any United 
States election, foreign powers have 
historically sought to exploit Amer-
ica’s free and open political system. In 
recent years, the proliferation of dig-
ital devices and internet-based commu-
nications has created significant 
vulnerabilities and magnified the scope 
and intensity of the threat of foreign 
interference. The ability of persons lo-
cated, in whole or in substantial part, 
outside the United States to interfere 
in or undermine public confidence in 
United States elections, including 
through the unauthorized accessing of 
election and campaign infrastructure 
or the covert distribution of propa-
ganda and disinformation, continues to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13848 
with respect to the threat of foreign in-
terference in or undermining public 
confidence in United States elections. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 9, 2024. 

f 

b 1915 

EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SOR-
ROW OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES ON THE DEATH 
OF THE HONORABLE WILLIAM J. 
PASCRELL, JR. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1427 
Resolved, That the House has heard with 

profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able William J. Pascrell, Jr., a Representa-
tive from the State of New Jersey. 
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Resolved, That the Clerk communicate 

these resolutions to the Senate and transmit 
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the House adjourns 
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

EXPORT CONTROL ENFORCEMENT 
AND ENHANCEMENT ACT 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7151) to amend the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 to provide for 
expedited consideration of proposals 
for additions to, removals from, or 
other modifications with respect to en-
tities on the Entity List, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7151 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Export Con-
trol Enforcement and Enhancement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION OF PRO-

POSALS FOR ADDITIONS TO, REMOV-
ALS FROM, OR OTHER MODIFICA-
TIONS WITH RESPECT TO ENTITIES 
ON THE ENTITY LIST. 

Section 1754 of the Export Control Reform 
Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4813) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(g) EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION OF PRO-
POSALS FOR ADDITIONS TO, REMOVALS FROM, 
OR OTHER MODIFICATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
ENTITIES ON THE ENTITY LIST.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any member of the End- 
User Review Committee may submit a pro-
posal directly to the Committee requesting a 
vote of all members of the Committee for ad-
ditions to, removals from, or other modifica-
tions with respect to the Entity List. A pro-
posal to add an entity to the Entity List 
shall be made in accordance with the provi-
sions of paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) CONSIDERATION.—Subject to paragraph 
(4)(B), the End-User Review Committee shall 
vote to approve or disapprove a proposal sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) not later than 30 
days after the date on which the proposal is 
submitted to the Committee. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—The Chair 
of the End-User Review Committee, with the 
concurrence of the member of the Com-
mittee that submitted a proposal under para-
graph (1), may suspend for an additional 15 
days the time period specified in paragraph 
(2) with respect to consideration of the pro-
posal if the Chair and the member determine 
that additional information is required in 
order make a determination with respect to 
the proposal, including the impact and effect 
of the proposal. 

‘‘(4) ADDITIONS TO THE ENTITY LIST.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An entity may be added 

to the Entity List if the End-User Review 
Committee by majority vote of its members 
has determined that the entity has engaged, 
is engaged, or is at risk of engaging in activi-
ties contrary to the national security or for-
eign policy interests of the United States. 

‘‘(B) LICENSING POLICY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), 

there shall be in effect a policy of presump-

tion of denial for all applications for a li-
cense to export, reexport, or in-country 
transfer any item subject to the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations if an entity added 
to the Entity List under this subsection is or 
would be a party to a transaction with re-
spect to which the application applies. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—The licensing policy re-
quired by clause (i) shall not apply with re-
spect an entity described in such clause if 
the members of the End-User Review Com-
mittee that voted to add the entity to the 
Entity List under this subsection agree by 
majority vote of such members to apply a 
different policy with respect to the entity for 
all or specific types of items subject to the 
Export Administration Regulations that 
would be in the national security and foreign 
policy interests of the United States. 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph may be construed to limit or 
otherwise affect the escalation procedures 
described in part 750 of the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations. 

‘‘(5) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each member of the 

End-User Review Committee shall have 1 
vote with respect to matters described in 
this subsection. The chairperson of the Com-
mittee shall not have the authority to make 
determinations or override any voting deci-
sion with respect to such matters. 

‘‘(B) SUSPENSION OF VOTING PERIOD.—The 
chairperson of the End-User Review Com-
mittee may suspend the 30-day voting period 
described in paragraph (2) if the members of 
the Committee unanimously agree to post-
pone the vote. 

‘‘(C) NOTICE; IMPLEMENTING AUTHORITY.— 
The chairperson of the End-User Review 
Committee shall notify the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Export Administra-
tion of all final decisions of the Committee 
with respect to additions to, removals from, 
or other modifications with respect to the 
Entity List under this subsection so that the 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export 
Administration may implement all such 
modifications. 

‘‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection— 
‘‘(A) the terms ‘End-User Review Com-

mittee’ and ‘Committee’ mean— 
‘‘(i) the End-User Review Committee estab-

lished under section 744.16(d) of title 15, Code 
of Federal Regulations; and 

‘‘(ii) any successor committee; and 
‘‘(B) the term ‘Entity List’ means the list 

maintained by the Bureau of Industry and 
Security of the Department of Commerce 
and set forth in Supplement No. 4 to part 744 
of the Export Administration Regulations, 
or successor regulations.’’. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL 

COMMITEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate. 

(2) END-USER REVIEW COMMITTEE.—The term 
‘‘End-User Review Committee’’ means— 

(A) the End-User Review Committee estab-
lished under section 744.16(d) of title 15, Code 
of Federal Regulations; or 

(B) any successor committee. 
(3) EXPORT, REEXPORT, AND IN-COUNTRY 

TRANSFER.—The terms ‘‘export’’, ‘‘reexport’’, 
and ‘‘in-country transfer’’ have the meanings 
given such terms in section 1742 of the Ex-
port Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 
4801). 

(4) ENTITY LIST.—The term ‘‘Entity List’’ 
means the list maintained by the Bureau of 
Industry and Security of the Department of 
Commerce and set forth in Supplement No. 4 

to part 744 of the Export Administration 
Regulations, or successor regulations. 

(5) EXPORT ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS.— 
The term ‘‘Export Administration Regula-
tions’’ means the regulations set forth in 
subchapter C of chapter VII of title 15, Code 
of Federal Regulations, or successor regula-
tions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STRONG). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Mis-
souri? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 

bill, H.R. 7151, the Export Control En-
forcement and Enhancement Act. 

The People’s Republic of China is 
bent on supplanting the U.S. economi-
cally and militarily. To do so, it seeks 
to turn our strengths against us, using 
American ingenuity to fuel its own 
dangerous and nefarious ambitions. 

The U.S. export control regime is an 
important tool that helps us guard 
against China’s outright theft of the 
achievements of America’s brilliant en-
trepreneurs, inventors, and thinkers. 
Export controls are also a powerful 
tool against adversaries like Iran and 
Russia, adversaries that rely on access 
to ill-gotten foreign technology to sup-
port their violent and destabilizing 
agendas. 

China, Iran, and Russia have formed 
a new axis of evil to attack our na-
tional security interests and help each 
other circumvent U.S. export controls. 
They have created a massive network 
designed to maintain the flow of con-
trolled Western technologies to dicta-
torships like Russia, Iran, and North 
Korea, with China at the center. 

To disrupt and destroy this web of 
evasion, vigilantly updating and en-
forcing our export controls is more im-
portant today, Mr. Speaker, than ever 
before. 

However, America is losing the fight 
to keep our most sensitive technologies 
out of enemy hands. 

Advanced American tech is being 
used to advance China’s hypersonic 
weapons program. It was found in the 
spy balloon that China sent over the 
continental U.S. last year, including 
directly over my home in St. Louis, 
Missouri, that collected data on our 
most sensitive military installations. 
It is turning up in Iranian drones and 
Russian military equipment. 

In short, wherever our national secu-
rity interests are at greatest risk, 
whether in People’s Liberation Army 
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laboratories or the military facilities 
of Iran and its proxies, our adversaries 
are exploiting vulnerabilities in our ex-
port control regime and using Amer-
ican products to gain an advantage. 

The current export control regime is 
simply too slow and cumbersome to 
prevent Chinese and other companies 
from accessing sensitive technologies 
that can be used to give our adver-
saries a military edge. 

My legislation on the floor today will 
give the Departments of State, De-
fense, and Energy greater ability to 
propose changes to the entity list, a 
roster of foreign companies, research 
institutions, and individuals who pose 
a serious national security risk to the 
United States and who are prohibited 
from purchasing sensitive American 
products. 

Mr. Speaker, State, Defense, and En-
ergy have deep expertise in the current 
threat landscape, and we should use 
that expertise to make sure that the 
entity list is comprehensive and accu-
rate, and the bill makes sure that their 
recommendations are acted on rather 
than languishing in red tape by setting 
a 30-day clock to address proposed 
changes. 

These reforms, Mr. Speaker, will 
make our export control regime agile 
and airtight, and they will give the 
United States the tools to fight back 
when our adversaries try to cheat the 
system. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL and Rank-
ing Member MEEKS for working with 
me on this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge each of my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 7151, as amended. Export con-
trols are more than just a bureaucratic 
tool. They are a key component of our 
national security strategy. By ensuring 
that sensitive American technology 
does not fall into the wrong hands, we 
protect not only our own interests but 
also those of our allies around the 
world. 

Under the Biden-Harris administra-
tion, the Department of Commerce’s 
Bureau of Industry and Security has 
played a crucial role in this effort. BIS 
has imposed unprecedented controls 
against China in the semiconductor 
and advanced computing sectors as 
well as crippling controls on Russia 
and Belarus, in partnership with al-
most 40 other nations. It has also added 
nearly 1,000 entities from Russia, 
China, Iran, and more than 30 other 
countries to the entity list, effectively 
blocking their access to U.S. tech-
nology that could be used against us. 

However, as we expand the use of the 
entity list, it becomes increasingly im-
portant that Congress oversees this 
process to ensure it remains rigorous, 
transparent, and inclusive. This bill 
does exactly that. 

However, this bill is about more than 
just process. It is about safeguarding 

the future. By ensuring that the End- 
User Review Committee operates fairly 
and efficiently, we strengthen our abil-
ity to respond to emerging threats in a 
rapidly changing world. 

I thank Congresswoman WAGNER, 
Chairman MCCAUL, and Ranking Mem-
ber MEEKS for their leadership and bi-
partisan cooperation on this bill. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, this bill is a 
vital step in protecting our national se-
curity by ensuring that our export con-
trols are both robust and fair. It 
strengthens our ability to prevent sen-
sitive technology from falling into the 
wrong hands while maintaining the rig-
orous oversight necessary to keep our 
processes fair, transparent, and effec-
tive. 

By passing this measure, we affirm 
our commitment to safeguarding 
American innovation and staying 
ahead of emerging threats. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me and support this impor-
tant bill, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. In clos-
ing, we must act decisively to ensure 
that our export controls are robust, ef-
fective, timely, and adaptive to the 
threats that we face in today’s world. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support this bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion, H.R. 7151, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7151, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AMENDING THE EXPORT CONTROL 
REFORM ACT OF 2018 RELATING 
TO THE STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6606) to amend the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 relating to 
the statement of policy. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6606 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

Section 1752(2) of the Export Control Re-
form Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4811(2)) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(H) To protect the trade secrets of the 
United States, its people, and its industrial 
base either related to items subject to con-
trol by the Secretary pursuant to this part 
or when the subject of economic espionage as 
described in section 1831 of title 18, United 
States Code.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) 

and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of my bill, H.R. 6606. Export controls 
are an important tool to ensure that 
American technology and items which 
are normally sold for commercial pur-
poses cannot be used for nefarious pur-
poses by our adversaries. 

Currently, those adversaries are 
using technological and economic espi-
onage to steal everything they can 
from the American people and to un-
dermine our security and our indus-
trial base. 

H.R. 6606 clarifies U.S. policy to en-
sure that export controls can be used 
against those who want to steal Amer-
ica’s trade secrets. It ensures that the 
most powerful tools we have in our pol-
icy toolbox can be used against eco-
nomic espionage, as well. 

This bill is a clear and important 
message to our adversaries. We will not 
allow the stealing of American trade 
secrets. H.R. 6606 deserves our unani-
mous support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 6606. 

Over and over, we have seen Beijing 
fail to safeguard and enforce IP rights 
for U.S. firms. More alarmingly, we 
have seen it obtain American IP 
through illicit and problematic means 
such as strategic acquisitions, 
cyberattacks, and policies that coerce 
technology transfers. 

This is a direct threat to America’s 
economic security and competitive-
ness, and we need to use every tool we 
have to protect our industries and our 
workers. 

That is why I support this bill by 
Delegate RADEWAGEN. It makes a sim-
ple change to the Export Control Re-
form Act of 2018 to ensure that our ex-
port controls will better protect U.S. 
trade secrets on items subject to U.S. 
export control regulations. 

Therefore, I encourage my colleagues 
to support this bill from Delegate 
RADEWAGEN. It reflects the strong, bi-
partisan concern about the violations 
of American IP rights by Chinese per-
sons and entities. 

This addition of a statement of our 
policy of Export Reform Act of 2018 
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will ensure that our export control 
policies account for China’s intent to 
acquire or steal our trade secrets to 
bolster its military capabilities; there-
fore, I hope my colleagues will join me 
and support this important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

b 1930 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
MCCAUL and Ranking Member MEEKS 
for bringing to the floor my bill ensur-
ing that our adversaries do not con-
tinue to steal American technology 
and trade secrets is a bipartisan pri-
ority. I urge all Members to support 
H.R. 6606, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from American 
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 6606. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF TRILATERAL COOPERATION 
AMONG THE UNITED STATES, 
JAPAN, AND SOUTH KOREA 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1056) recog-
nizing the importance of trilateral co-
operation among the United States, 
Japan, and South Korea. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1056 

Whereas, in 2023, South Korea and Japan 
restarted bilateral summitry for the first 
time since 2019 with President Yoon Suk 
Yeol and Prime Minister Kishida Fumio 
meeting seven times; 

Whereas the two sides have made efforts to 
address longstanding historical grievances, 
including the issue of South Koreans forced 
to work for Japanese companies during 
World War II; 

Whereas the Governments of Japan and 
South Korea restored normal economic ties, 
which had been strained since 2019, by rein-
stating each other on their respective ‘‘white 
lists’’ of preferential trade partners, with 
Japan lifting export controls on South Korea 
related to three materials needed to produce 
semiconductors and South Korea dropping 
its case before the World Trade Organization 
related to those export controls; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and 
South Korea have restarted trilateral sum-
mitry, holding five trilateral meetings 
among President Biden, Prime Minister 
Kishida, and President Yoon since June 2022; 

Whereas, on August 18, 2023, the United 
States, Japan, and South Korea held the 
first standalone trilateral leaders summit at 
Camp David; 

Whereas the three allies issued a trilateral 
commitment to consult with one another tri-

laterally ‘‘in an expeditious manner to co-
ordinate our responses to regional chal-
lenges, provocations, and threats affecting 
our collective interests and security’’; 

Whereas the three allies improved deter-
rence and defense capabilities against the 
growing security threat posed by North 
Korea by resuming military exercises in 2022; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and 
South Korea expanded and developed a 
multi-year schedule for trilateral military 
exercises and conducted the first United 
States-Japan-South Korea aerial exercise in 
October 2023; 

Whereas the three allies have activated a 
2022 agreement to exchange real-time missile 
warning data focused on North Korean mis-
sile launches; 

Whereas, in December 2022, South Korea 
and Japan published national security docu-
ments that closely mirrored those of the 
United States, setting the stage for greater 
policy alignment and cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific; 

Whereas the three allies announced plans 
for expanded and more regular summits, in-
cluding agreeing to hold annual trilateral 
summit meetings, agreeing to hold annual 
trilateral meetings among cabinet-level offi-
cials, specifically the three countries’ for-
eign ministers, defense ministers, commerce 
and industry ministers, and national secu-
rity advisors, and agreeing to hold the first 
trilateral meeting among finance ministers; 

Whereas the three allies announced a tri-
lateral initiative to synchronize their efforts 
to build the maritime capabilities of South-
east Asian and Pacific Island countries; 

Whereas South Korea and Japan have re-
sumed cabinet- and subcabinet-level bilat-
eral consultations, including holding a Secu-
rity Dialogue and a Strategic Dialogue; 

Whereas the Governments of Japan and 
South Korea announced a new bilateral 
science and technology cooperative arrange-
ment, including a hydrogen and ammonia 
global value chain initiative, which includes 
raising funds for joint projects, and a quan-
tum technology research and development 
initiative between the two countries’ govern-
ment-affiliated research institutes; 

Whereas South Korea and Japan cooper-
ated to evacuate Japanese and South Korean 
nationals from Sudan after the eruption of 
civil conflict in April 2023 and from Israel 
after Hamas’ attack in October 2023; 

Whereas South Korea arranged for the ex-
perts dispatched to the Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Station to monitor TEPCO’s 
release of treated water into the Pacific 
Ocean; 

Whereas, in December 2023, the United 
States, Japan, and South Korea held the in-
augural meeting of the trilateral Working 
Group on DPRK Cyber Activities; 

Whereas the three allies have held tri-
lateral dialogues on space security (Novem-
ber 2023) and Indo-Pacific policies (January 
2024); and 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and 
South Korea announced trilateral economic 
and technology cooperation initiatives, in-
cluding a supply chain early warning system 
pilot program, a partnership program among 
the three countries’ national laboratories: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) commends the extraordinary leadership 
of President of South Korea Yoon Suk Yeol 
and Prime Minister of Japan Kishida Fumio 
in taking initiative to repair relations be-
tween their two countries; 

(2) acknowledges that strengthening rela-
tions between Japan and South Korea has 
enabled greater ambition in trilateral co-
operation involving the United States; 

(3) encourages ever greater cooperation be-
tween South Korea and Japan and trilateral 
cooperation across diplomatic, economic, se-
curity, and informational domains; 

(4) welcomes ever greater levels of tri-
lateral strategic coordination among the 
United States, Japan, and South Korea as a 
stabilizing influence on the Western Pacific 
region and global order more broadly; 

(5) celebrates the shared democratic, lib-
eral values that are the bedrock of the en-
during ties among the United States, Japan, 
and South Korea; and 

(6) recognizes the critical importance to 
the interests of the United States and the 
peace and security of the Western Pacific of 
United States treaty alliances with South 
Korea and Japan. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) 
and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this resolution underscoring the 
vital importance of trilateral coopera-
tion among the U.S., Japan, and South 
Korea. I thank the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) and his 22 bi-
partisan cosponsors for introducing 
this text, which received unanimous 
support from the Committee on For-
eign Affairs at our markup 4 months 
ago. 

As the Chinese Communist Party and 
North Korea work to destabilize the 
Indo-Pacific region, we find ourselves 
in a pivotal moment where democ-
racies must unite against 
authoritarianism. A trilateral partner-
ship among the U.S., Japan, and South 
Korea exemplifies this unity, with two 
of our allies putting aside their histor-
ical differences to tackle the pressing 
challenges of our time. 

This resolution acknowledges that as 
China and North Korea escalate their 
military activities in the region, our 
three nations are fortifying defense ca-
pabilities to deter and address these 
threats. It also promotes increased col-
laboration in technology, economics, 
and diplomacy while celebrating the 
shared democratic values that under-
pin our alliances. 

By working with Japan and South 
Korea, we can dissuade the CCP and 
North Korea from acting recklessly. 

Democracy will, and always will, pre-
vail. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 1056, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 
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Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of H. Res. 1056, recog-
nizing the importance of trilateral co-
operation among the United States, 
Japan, and South Korea, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I start by thanking my 
good friend, Representative CONNOLLY, 
for his leadership on this bipartisan 
resolution to emphasize and recognize 
the importance of trilateral coopera-
tion for U.S. interests in the Indo-Pa-
cific region. 

I also commend the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration, which has successfully 
revitalized our allies and partnerships 
in the region through proactive and ef-
fective diplomacy. The administration 
has significantly advanced America’s 
strategic interests by seizing the op-
portunity provided by the bold leader-
ship of President Yoon and Prime Min-
ister Kishida. 

The administration has not only 
strengthened our bilateral ties with 
Japan and South Korea, but its deci-
sion to elevate this trilateral relation-
ship has also reshaped the geopolitical 
landscape in a way that supports a 
rules-based international order. 

Our collaboration with Tokyo and 
Seoul is essential to addressing chal-
lenges, from global health crises and 
environmental threats to countering 
China’s economic and military coer-
cion and North Korea’s nuclear ambi-
tions. 

I express my gratitude to the govern-
ments and people of Japan and South 
Korea. Their commitment to upholding 
shared values, enhancing mutual pros-
perity, and strengthening deterrence in 
the Indo-Pacific is a testament to the 
power of democratic alliances. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join in supporting this im-
portant measure, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no speakers, and I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY). 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my good friend from North Caro-
lina for her leadership, and I thank my 
friend from American Samoa for her 
support for this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, responding to aggres-
sion is important. The failure of the 
1930s must always be in our minds. De-
mocracies failed every test in the 1930s: 
the Spanish Civil War, the Ethiopian 
invasion by Mussolini, the reoccupa-
tion of the Rhineland, the carving up of 
the Sudetenland that led up to the oc-
cupation of Czechoslovakia, the 
Anschluss. All of that led directly to 
World War II. 

If we want to prevent war, we have to 
be strong, and we need alliances. We 
need strong alliances. 

The aggression of Xi Jinping and 
China in the Indo-Pacific region must 
be met by the United States and its al-
lies. The trilateral agreement Presi-
dent Biden, Vice President HARRIS, and 

this administration brokered between 
two not particularly friendly allies, 
Japan and South Korea, is an extraor-
dinary achievement because they have 
history. It is built on the foundation of 
AUKUS, the reintroduction of U.S. 
military bases in the Philippines, rap-
prochement between the United States 
and Vietnam, and meeting Chinese ag-
gression in the air and at sea to insist 
that the South China Sea is not a Chi-
nese private lake. It is international 
territorial waters. The United States 
will insist on the rule of law through-
out that region. 

We, too, are a Pacific nation, and any 
nation that misjudges that or forgets 
that does so at its own peril, as history 
has taught us. 

So this resolution, I think, is an im-
portant statement by this body in rec-
ognizing that we will meet aggression. 
We will deter aggression. We seek 
peaceful coexistence, but we are going 
to build strong alliances to insist 
peaceful coexistence is possible. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no additional speakers, and I re-
serve the right to close. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume for 
the purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, in the Indo-Pacific and 
around the world, the United States is 
more secure when we build partner-
ships and work with our allies. 

H. Res. 1056 recognizes the impor-
tance of trilateral cooperation between 
the United States, Japan, and South 
Korea to uphold regional security, 
strengthen our economies, and work 
toward a free, open, and peaceful Indo- 
Pacific region. 

By passing this resolution, we send a 
clear bipartisan message that Congress 
supports trilateral cooperation and 
that the U.S., Japan, and South Korea 
are not only aligned behind a shared vi-
sion but that we have the resolve to 
uphold it. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 1056, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. CONNOLLY 
as well as Chairman MCCAUL and 
Ranking Member MEEKS for this oppor-
tunity to recognize the importance of 
trilateral cooperation between the 
United States and our allies South 
Korea and Japan. 

Our shared democratic values and 
strategic cooperation are critical to 
the peace and security of the Western 
Pacific, especially as we face chal-
lenges and provocations posed by the 
Chinese Communist Party and North 
Korea. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge unanimous sup-
port for this resolution, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from American 
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1056. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SECURING GLOBAL 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4741) to require the develop-
ment of a strategy to promote the use 
of secure telecommunications infra-
structure worldwide, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4741 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Securing 
Global Telecommunications Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress as follows: 
(1) The United States Government should 

promote and take steps to ensure American 
leadership in strategic technology indus-
tries, including telecommunications infra-
structure and other information and commu-
nications technologies. 

(2) The expansive presence of companies 
linked to the Chinese Communist Party, 
such as Huawei, in global mobile networks 
and the national security implications there-
of, such as the ability of the People’s Repub-
lic of China to exfiltrate the information 
flowing through those networks and shut off 
countries’ internet access, demonstrates the 
importance of the United States remaining 
at the technological frontier and the dire 
consequences of falling behind. 

(3) The significant cost of countering 
Huawei’s market leadership in telecommuni-
cations infrastructure around the world un-
derscores the urgency of supporting the com-
petitiveness of United States companies in 
next-generation information and commu-
nication technology. 

(4) To remain a leader at the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) and pre-
serve the ITU’s technical integrity, the 
United States must work with emerging 
economies and developing nations to bolster 
global telecommunications security and pro-
tect American national security interests. 

(5) Multilateral cooperation with like- 
minded partners and allies is critical to 
carry out the significant effort of financing 
and promoting secure networks around the 
world and to achieve market leadership of 
trusted vendors in this sector. 
SEC. 3. STRATEGY FOR SECURING GLOBAL TELE-

COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUC-
TURE. 

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State shall develop and 
submit to the Committees on Foreign Affairs 
of the House of Representatives and Energy 
and Commerce and the Committees on For-
eign Relations and Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation and of the Senate a strategy, 
to be known as the ‘‘Strategy to Secure 
Global Telecommunications Infrastructure’’ 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Strategy’’), 
to promote the use of secure telecommuni-
cation infrastructure in countries other than 
the United States. 

(b) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of State shall consult with the Presi-
dent of the Export-Import Bank of the 
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United States, the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Development Finance Corporation, the 
Administrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development, the Director 
of the Trade and Development Agency, the 
Chair of the Federal Communications Com-
mission, and the Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Information, 
in developing the Strategy, which shall con-
sist of an approach led by the Department of 
State using the policy tools, and informed by 
the technical expertise, of the other Federal 
entities so consulted to achieve the goal de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(c) ELEMENTS.—The Strategy shall also in-
clude sections on each of the following: 

(1) Mobile networks, including a descrip-
tion of efforts by countries other than the 
United States to— 

(A) promote trusted Open RAN tech-
nologies while protecting against any secu-
rity risks posed by untrusted vendors in 
Open RAN networks; 

(B) use financing mechanisms to assist 
‘‘rip-and-replace’’ projects and to incentivize 
countries to choose trusted equipment ven-
dors; 

(C) bolster multilateral cooperation, espe-
cially with developing countries and emerg-
ing economies, to promote the deployment of 
trusted wireless networks worldwide; and 

(D) collaborate with trusted private sector 
companies to counter Chinese market lead-
ership in the telecom equipment industry. 

(2) Data centers, including a description of 
efforts to— 

(A) utilize financing mechanisms to 
incentivize countries other than the United 
States to choose trusted data center pro-
viders; and 

(B) bolster multilateral cooperation, espe-
cially with developing countries and emerg-
ing economies, to promote the deployment of 
trusted data centers worldwide. 

(3) Sixth (and future) generation tech-
nologies (6G), including a description of ef-
forts to— 

(A) deepen cooperation with like-minded 
countries to promote United States and al-
lied market leadership in 6G networks and 
technologies; and 

(B) increase buy-in from developing coun-
tries and emerging countries on trusted 
technologies. 

(4) Low-Earth orbit satellites, aerostats, 
and stratospheric balloons, including a de-
scription of efforts to work with trusted pri-
vate sector companies to retain the ability 
to quickly provide internet connection in re-
sponse to emergency situations. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON MALIGN INFLUENCE AT THE 

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNI-
CATION UNION. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State shall develop and submit 
to the Committees on Foreign Affairs and 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committees on Foreign 
Relations and Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation the Senate a report on Rus-
sian and Chinese strategies and efforts— 

(1) to expand the mandate of the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union (ITU) to 
cover internet governance policy; and 

(2) to advance other actions favorable to 
authoritarian interests and/or hostile to fair, 
industry-led processes. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall also identify efforts by 
China and Russia— 

(1) to increase the ITU’s jurisdiction over 
internet governance and to propose internet 
governance standards at the ITU; 

(2) to leverage their private sector actors 
to advance their national interests through 
the ITU, including— 

(A) encouraging Chinese and Russian com-
panies to leverage their market power to 

pressure other member countries to deliver 
favorable decisions on ITU elections; and 

(B) China’s efforts to leverage Huawei’s 
role as the primary telecommunications 
equipment and services provider for many 
developing countries to compel such coun-
tries to deliver favorable decisions on stand-
ards proposals, election victories, candidate 
selection, and other levers of power at the 
ITU; and 

(3) to use the influence of Chinese and Rus-
sian nationals serving in the ITU to advan-
tage the companies, standards decisions, and 
candidates that advance the CCP and Krem-
lin’s interests. 

(c) FORM.—The report required by this sec-
tion shall be submitted in unclassified form, 
but may include a classified annex. 
SEC. 5. REPORT ON MULTILATERAL COORDINA-

TION. 
Not later than 90 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State, in coordination with the President of 
the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States, the Administrator for the United 
States Agency on International Develop-
ment, the Chief Executive Officer of the De-
velopment Finance Corporation, the Chair of 
the Federal Communications Commission, 
and the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Communications and Information, shall de-
velop and submit to the Committees on For-
eign Affairs and Energy and Commerce and 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committees Foreign Relations and on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation and of 
the Senate a report that identifies opportu-
nities for greater collaboration with allies 
and partners to promote secure information 
and communications technology infrastruc-
ture in countries other than the United 
States, including through— 

(1) joint financing efforts to help trusted 
vendors win bids to build out information 
and communications technology (ICT) infra-
structure; 

(2) incorporating ICT focuses into allies’ 
and partners’ international development fi-
nance initiatives; and 

(3) diplomatic coordination to emphasize 
the importance of secure telecommuni-
cations infrastructure to countries using 
untrusted providers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) 
and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4741, the Securing Global Tele-
communications Act, introduced by my 
colleague from North Carolina, Con-
gresswoman MANNING, and the gentle-
woman from California, Congress-
woman YOUNG KIM. 

Telecommunications, including 5G, 
are critical to U.S. national security. 

The United States cannot let Chinese 
military companies, like Huawei, at-
tempt to dominate this sector through 
unfair trading practices, including IP 
theft and illegal subsidies. 

Because of the CCP military-civil fu-
sion strategy, we know that any valu-
able information flowing through a 
Huawei network can and will be sent to 
the CCP and its military. 

The United States and our partners 
and allies must lead in the develop-
ment of this technology and set the 
rules of the road at multilateral bodies, 
such as the International Tele-
communication Union. Cooperation 
among partner and allied countries is 
critical for ensuring that trusted ven-
dors are the backbone for this infra-
structure. 

The Securing Global Telecommuni-
cations Act will help us outcompete 
the CCP in this foundational tech-
nology. This bill requires the Secretary 
of State to develop a strategy to pro-
mote secure telecommunication infra-
structure globally, including mobile 
networks, data centers, and 6G and be-
yond. 

It also requires reports on how the 
CCP and Russia are undermining the 
ITU and how we are coordinating with 
partners and allies to counteract their 
malign influence. The United States 
cannot sit back and allow a CCP mili-
tary company to build the networks 
that carry the world’s data. 

For these reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to support the Securing Global 
Telecommunications Act, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 4741, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the Securing Global 
Telecommunications Act, bipartisan 
legislation that I introduced with Rep-
resentative YOUNG KIM of California, 
will preserve America’s global leader-
ship in tech and telecom and protect 
the safety and integrity of our net-
works. 

b 1945 
Mr. Speaker, the devices we use 

every day, cell phones, tablets, and 
computers, connect to increasingly ad-
vanced mobile networks that depend 
upon a nearly invisible set of inter-
nationally agreed-upon standards. 

However, in recent years, our adver-
saries and competitors, Russia and 
China, have tried to maximize their in-
fluence over international bodies like 
the International Telecommunication 
Union, the ITU, to shape new tech-
nology standards to their liking. They 
are determined to dominate the future 
of critical technologies, like 5G and AI, 
by giving their companies, such as 
Huawei and ZTE, an unfair advantage. 
This effort goes beyond boosting their 
businesses. It is about controlling a 
strategic domain, which could threaten 
our own security. 

Failing to secure our communica-
tions infrastructure and networks 
could open the door to data theft, sur-
veillance, and malicious threats 
against Americans. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:41 Sep 10, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A09SE7.039 H09SEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5088 September 9, 2024 
That is why the U.S. and our allies 

must remain alert to this pressing 
threat and work together to counter it. 
We must also make it easier to deploy 
more secure and reliable tech and 
telecom infrastructure. 

That is exactly what my bipartisan 
bill would address. It would require a 
comprehensive strategy for securing 
global telecom infrastructure world-
wide, crack down on Russian and Chi-
nese malign influence at the ITU, and 
support greater cooperation with our 
allies to promote and finance secure 
networks and trusted vendors. 

By taking these measures, we can 
shore up our critical vulnerabilities 
and counter our adversaries’ strategic 
technology goals. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, our adver-
saries believe they can achieve undue 
influence over international telecom 
infrastructure and technical standards. 
This bill would help stop them. 

I encourage all my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to join me in 
voting to support it, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. I yield myself 
the balance of my time. 

In closing, I thank Congresswoman 
MANNING and Congresswoman YOUNG 
KIM for leading this bipartisan effort to 
take on Huawei and other CCP compa-
nies. I urge all Members to support 
H.R. 4741, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from American 
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 4741. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP ACT 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7159) to bolster United States 
engagement with the Pacific Islands 
region, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7159 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pacific Part-
nership Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress as follows: 
(1) The United States has longstanding and 

enduring cultural, historic, economic, stra-
tegic, and people-to-people connections with 
the Pacific Islands, based on shared values, 
cultural histories, common interests, and a 
commitment to fostering mutual under-
standing and cooperation. 

(2) Successive United States administra-
tions have recognized the critical impor-
tance of the Pacific Islands, to the world in 

high-level strategic documents, including 
the— 

(A) 2015 National Security Strategy, which 
first declared the rebalance to Asia and the 
Pacific, affirmed the United States as a Pa-
cific nation, and paved the way for subse-
quent United States engagement with the 
Pacific Islands; 

(B) 2017 National Security Strategy, which 
includes a commitment to ‘‘shore up fragile 
partner states in the Pacific Islands region 
to reduce their vulnerability to economic 
fluctuations and natural disasters’’; 

(C) 2019 Indo-Pacific Strategy Report, 
which identified the Pacific Islands as ‘‘crit-
ical to United States strategy because of our 
shared values, interests, and commitments’’; 

(D) 2022 Indo-Pacific Strategy Report, 
which recognized the need to engage further 
with the Pacific Islands on shared security 
goals; and 

(E) 2022 Strategy for Pacific Partnership, 
which outlined goals and methods for deep-
ening the United States partnerships with 
Pacific Island nations. 

(3) The United States Government should 
further develop, expand, and support a com-
prehensive and multifaceted United States 
policy for the Pacific Islands that— 

(A) promotes peace, security, and pros-
perity for all countries that respects the sov-
ereignty and political independence of all na-
tions; 

(B) preserves the Pacific Ocean as a cor-
ridor for international maritime economic 
opportunities and growth and promotes sus-
tainable development; 

(C) supports regional efforts to address 
shared challenges, including by strength-
ening resilience to natural disasters and 
stewardship of natural resources; and 

(D) strengthens democratic governance and 
the rule of law, and promotes human rights 
and the preservation of the region’s cultural 
heritages. 

(4) The United States should support the 
vision, values, and objectives of existing re-
gional multilateral institutions and frame-
works, such as the Pacific Islands Forum and 
the Pacific Community. 

(5) The United States should work closely 
with United States allies and partners with 
existing relationships and interests in the 
Pacific Islands, such as Australia, Japan, 
South Korea, New Zealand, and Taiwan, and 
regional institutions like the Pacific Islands 
Forum. 
SEC. 3. STRATEGY FOR PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1, 
2026, and again not later than January 1, 
2030, the President, in coordination with the 
Secretary of State, shall develop and submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
a strategy entitled the ‘‘Strategy for Pacific 
Partnership’’ (in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘Strategy’’). 

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The Strat-
egy shall include each of the following: 

(1) A description of overarching goals for 
United States engagement in the Pacific Is-
lands region, including United States diplo-
matic posts, defense posture, and economic 
engagement. 

(2) An assessment of threats and pressures 
to the Pacific Islands region including those 
caused by factors such as— 

(A) natural disasters; 
(B) illegal, unreported, and unregulated 

fishing; 
(C) non-United States military presence 

and activity; 
(D) developmental challenges; 
(E) economic coercion and corruption; and 
(F) other factors assessed to be causing a 

direct risk to the United States national in-
terests in the Pacific Islands. 

(3) A plan to address the threats assessed 
pursuant to paragraph (2). 

(4) An analysis of the needs and goals ex-
pressed by governments of the Pacific Is-
lands region, including at or through multi-
lateral institutions, evaluated in light of the 
United States national interests. 

(5) A plan for the resources necessary for 
the United States to meet its goals in the 
Pacific Islands region. 

(6) Mechanisms, including existing forums, 
for coordinating and cooperating on shared 
goals among the following, as appropriate: 

(A) the governments of Pacific Island 
countries; 

(B) regional partners in the Pacific Islands 
region, including multilateral forums and or-
ganizations, such as the Pacific Islands 
Forum; 

(C) civil society in the Pacific Islands; and 
(D) United States subnational governments 

in the Pacific. 
(c) CONSULTATION.—In developing the 

Strategy, the President should consult, as 
appropriate, with— 

(1) relevant United States governmental 
agencies; 

(2) regional organizations, such as the Pa-
cific Islands Forum, the Pacific Islands De-
velopment Program, the Pacific Community, 
the Forum Fisheries Agency, and the Secre-
tariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme; 

(3) the governments of the countries in the 
Pacific Islands; 

(4) civil society stakeholders; 
(5) United States allies and partners; and 
(6) United States Pacific territories and 

States. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITIES 

TO THE PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM. 
The provisions of the International Organi-

zations Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.) 
may be extended to the Pacific Islands 
Forum in the same manner, to the same ex-
tent, and subject to the same conditions as 
such provisions may be extended to a public 
international organization in which the 
United States participates pursuant to any 
treaty or under the authority of any Act of 
Congress authorizing such participation or 
making an appropriation for such participa-
tion. 
SEC. 5. REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of submission of a strategy de-
tailed in section 3(a), the President shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees an implementation report— 

(1) with a proposed timeline for implemen-
tation of the strategy described in section 
3(a) of this Act; 

(2) detailing the assessed number of full- 
time equivalent positions and contractors 
needed to achieve the goals laid out in the 
strategy described in section 3(a) of this Act; 

(3) describing any institutional or struc-
tural re-organizations suggested to help 
carry out the strategy described in section 
3(a) of this Act; and 

(4) if necessary, identifying additional 
funding needed to support resource levels to 
carry out the strategy described in 3(a). 

(b) CONSOLIDATION.—A report required by 
this subsection may be consolidated with 
any other report required to be submitted by 
the same Federal official on the same or 
similar date as the requirement under this 
subsection. 
SEC. 6. ALLIES AND PARTNERS IN THE PACIFIC 

ISLANDS REGION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, in con-

sultation with the Secretary of State, and 
the relevant heads of other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, should consult and co-
ordinate with allies and partners in the Pa-
cific Islands region, including Australia, 
Japan, New Zealand, Taiwan, and regional 
institutions, such as the Pacific Islands 
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Forum, the Pacific Islands Development Pro-
gram, the Pacific Community and Secre-
tariat for the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme, with respect to programs to 
provide assistance to the Pacific Islands, in-
cluding for purposes of— 

(1) deconflicting programming; 
(2) ensuring that any programming does 

not adversely affect the absorptive capacity 
of the Pacific Islands; 

(3) ensuring complementary programs ben-
efit the Pacific Islands to the maximum ex-
tent practicable; and 

(4) ensuring that programming aligns with 
regional development goals to promote a 
shared vision for the future of the Pacific Is-
lands. 

(b) FORMAL CONSULTATIVE PROCESS.—The 
President should establish a formal consult-
ative process with such regional allies and 
partners to coordinate with respect to such 
programs and future-years programming. 
SEC. 7. REPORTING. 

(a) UPDATES OF CERTAIN REPORTS.—The 
Secretary of State, in coordination with the 
heads of other Federal departments and 
agencies as appropriate, shall annually up-
date the reports listed in subsection (b) to 
include within the scope of such reports a re-
gional discussion of transnational crime af-
fecting the Pacific Islands. 

(b) REPORTS LISTED.—The reports listed in 
this subsection are the following: 

(1) The International Narcotics Control 
Strategy report required by section 489 of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2291h). 

(2) The Improving International Fisheries 
Management report required by section 607 
of title VI of the Fisheries Act of 1995 (16 
U.S.C. 1826h). 

(3) The Trafficking in Persons report sub-
mitted under section 110 of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7107). 
SEC. 8. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate. 

(2) PACIFIC ISLANDS; PACIFIC ISLANDS RE-
GION.—The term ‘‘Pacific Islands’’ and ‘‘Pa-
cific Islands region’’ mean the nations, terri-
tories, and other jurisdictions in the Pacific 
Ocean within the broad groupings of Mela-
nesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) 
and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
7159, the Pacific Partnership Act. I was 

proud to be the lead Republican on this 
bipartisan bill introduced by the gen-
tleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE). 

As a grateful and proud Pacific Is-
lander, I remind my colleagues that 
the United States is a Pacific nation, 
from the West Coast of the continental 
U.S., to Hawaii, to American Samoa, to 
the Northern Mariana Islands, to 
Guam. The Pacific is critically impor-
tant to American interests, American 
values, and to the Americans I have 
the privilege to represent. 

However, in recent years, the Chinese 
Communist Party has mounted an ag-
gressive campaign to increase its influ-
ence among Pacific Island countries. 
The 2022 security pact between Beijing 
and the Solomon Islands was seen by 
many as an alarming wake-up call. The 
CCP is pressuring island nations to 
overturn their recognition of Taiwan, 
illegally fishing in their exclusive eco-
nomic zones, and bribing local law en-
forcement to influence local elections. 

While Congress has done its job to ex-
tend the Compacts of Free Association 
for another 20 years, those only focus 
on three Pacific Island countries. 
There are 11 other countries who need 
our attention. 

The United States has enduring cul-
tural, historic, economic, and people- 
to-people connections with the Pacific 
Islands. We just opened up an embassy 
in Vanuatu, but we must do more. 

Pacific Islands are strategically cru-
cial to the United States. For that rea-
son, the Pacific Partnership Act re-
quires the State Department to submit 
to Congress a Strategy for Pacific 
Partnership that describes our goals 
for engaging with the Pacific Islands in 
the diplomatic, defense, and economic 
domains. It gives Congress the over-
sight visibility to ensure that the exec-
utive branch formulates and imple-
ments a strategy that addresses the 
many shared threats facing Pacific Is-
land countries. 

It also requires that we coordinate 
and collaborate with our allies and 
partners, like Australia, Taiwan, 
Japan, and New Zealand, to ensure that 
our programs directed toward the Pa-
cific Islands are nonduplicative and 
complementary. The Pacific Partner-
ship Act will help to better focus the 
United States’ engagement with Pa-
cific Island nations. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 7159, the Pacific 
Partnership Act, as amended, and I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that, in this 
Congress, we have been able to work in 
a bipartisan manner to strengthen our 
relationships with the Pacific Islands, 
from the bipartisan amendments, to 
the Compacts of Free Association, to 
the legislation before us today. 

These legislative efforts support the 
leadership of the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration, which hosted two summits 
with the Pacific Islands at the White 

House, opened new embassies in the 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Vanuatu, 
and released the first-ever U.S.-Pacific 
Partnership Strategy. 

This legislation would codify that 
strategy, ensuring that future adminis-
trations maintain that focus and pro-
vide other authorities to strengthen 
our outreach to the Pacific Islands and 
our coordination with allies and part-
ners. 

Together, we are affirming a funda-
mental point: The United States is a 
Pacific nation. We are determined to 
deepen and maintain our lasting part-
nerships with each of the Pacific Is-
lands, and we will do so by listening to 
and incorporating the principles of 
what the Pacific Islands have articu-
lated themselves. That collaborative 
approach is reflected in this bill. 

I thank the gentleman from Hawaii 
(Mr. CASE), my good friend, for his 
leadership and dedication to this crit-
ical region. His work on this measure 
is a testament to our shared commit-
ment to the Pacific and to ensuring 
that the United States remains a reli-
able and engaged partner. 

Bipartisanship is so important be-
cause there is still so much work to be 
done. Our diplomats, developmental 
professionals, and Peace Corps volun-
teers are working tirelessly on the 
ground. 

Can we sustain the resources they 
need to execute our policy? 

Can we follow through on each of the 
deliverables the United States has 
promised, including at the Pacific Is-
lands Forum that just concluded at the 
end of August? 

I know each of us here understands 
the stakes, and I am committed to 
working with all of my colleagues to 
ensure that we follow through. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage support for 
this bill, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Hawaii 
(Mr. CASE). 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the very kind remarks of my colleague 
from North Carolina (Ms. MANNING). 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in very 
strong support of this bill, the Pacific 
Partnership Act, which aims to broad-
en and deepen our critical partnerships 
with our fellow nations of the Pacific. 

I first thank my colleague, the gen-
tlewoman from American Samoa (Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN), and our 24 bipartisan cospon-
sors, as well as our House Committee on For-
eign Affairs, which reported out this bill 
unanimously. 

Our country’s Indo-Pacific Strategy 
states in no uncertain terms that no 
region is of more consequence to the 
world and to everyday Americans than 
the Indo-Pacific. The United States 
and our allies and partners around the 
world, who are aligned with an inter-
national rules-based order, share the 
common vision of a free and open Indo- 
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Pacific, whose governance, priorities, 
goals, and prosperity are determined 
by the countries of the Indo-Pacific 
without manipulation and dominance 
by malign actors. 

This is especially true of the Pacific 
Islands themselves in the heart of the 
Pacific, which today face the chal-
lenges of increased natural disasters 
and human and drug trafficking, eco-
nomic sustainability, threats to de-
mocracy, and more. 

It is crucial that the United States 
continue to extend our hand of full 
partnership in assisting the countries 
of the Pacific to meet these challenges, 
as we have for generations. 

Our bill, H.R. 7159, advances these 
goals. It first recognizes that the 
United States is and has been for two- 
plus centuries now a Pacific nation and 
has longstanding and enduring cul-
tural, historic, economic, strategic, 
and people-to-people connections with 
the Pacific Islands based on shared val-
ues, cultural histories, common inter-
ests, and a commitment to fostering 
mutual understanding and cooperation. 
It acknowledges that the United States 
should support the vision, values, and 
objectives of the Pacific Islands. 

This bill requires the President to de-
velop a Strategy for Pacific Partner-
ship that will set the goals for United 
States’ engagement with the Pacific Is-
lands, assess the threats and pressures 
to the region, and a plan to address 
such threats, and analyze the needs 
and goals of the Pacific Islands in the 
context of the national interests of the 
United States. 

Critically, our bill requires a strat-
egy to be developed in full consultation 
with the governments of the Pacific Is-
land countries and their multilateral 
organizations, ensuring that the 
United States supports the priorities 
of, by, and for the Pacific itself, and 
not of other countries who may be pur-
suing inconsistent priorities. 

Our bill also extends diplomatic 
courtesies and traditional protocols to 
the Pacific Islands Forum, the primary 
multilateral organization of the region. 
The Pacific Islands Forum engages in 
critical consensus-building work and 
just held its 53rd Leaders Meeting in 
Tonga 2 weeks ago in which Deputy 
Secretary of State Kurt Campbell led 
the United States delegation. 

The extension of such diplomatic 
courtesies will foster creation of a Pa-
cific Islands Forum mission to the 
United States, which will strengthen 
the collective voice of the Pacific 
internationally in opposition to other 
attempts to divide and isolate the Pa-
cific Islands, and further expand our re-
lationship and collaboration on stra-
tegic matters of mutual interests. 

Finally, as has been noted, our bill 
requires increased collaboration with 
our partners and allies in the region, 
including Australia, Japan, New Zea-
land, and more, ensuring the most effi-
cient and effective use of limited re-
sources and programs. This is critical, 
as we are much stronger when we do 

this important work in coordination 
with our allies and partners. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting the passage of 
the Pacific Partnership Act. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for the 
purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, the Pacific Islands are 
not just our neighbors. They are our 
partners. The security and prosperity 
of this region are directly linked to our 
own. Together, we can ensure that the 
United States continues to be a leader 
in promoting peace, security, and pros-
perity in the Pacific Islands for genera-
tions to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me and support this impor-
tant bill. I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

b 2000 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I thank, 
again, my friend from Hawaii, Mr. 
CASE, for leading this bill that we in-
troduced together. 

The Pacific Partnership Act will help 
ensure that our area of the world re-
ceives the attention it requires in U.S. 
diplomatic, defense, and economic pol-
icymaking. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KEAN of New Jersey). The question is 
on the motion offered by the gentle-
woman from American Samoa (Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7159, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

STARR-CAMARGO BRIDGE 
EXPANSION ACT 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1608) to provide for the expan-
sion of the Starr-Camargo Bridge near 
Rio Grande City, Texas, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1608 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Starr– 
Camargo Bridge Expansion Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STARR–CAMARGO BRIDGE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The first section of 
Public Law 87–532 (76 Stat. 153; 130 Stat. 411) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘and expand’’ after ‘‘con-

struct’’; 
(B) by inserting ‘‘, including the expansion 

and addition of adjacent spans to the exist-
ing international bridge,’’ after ‘‘thereto’’; 

(C) by inserting ‘‘multimodal toll’’ after 
‘‘14’’; 

(D) by striking ‘‘to maintain’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘and to maintain, control,’’; and 

(E) by striking ‘‘such bridge’’ and inserting 
‘‘those bridges’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘expan-
sion,’’ after ‘‘construction,’’. 

(b) RIGHTS OF STARR–CAMARGO BRIDGE 
COMPANY AND SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS.— 
Section 3(a) of Public Law 87–532 (76 Stat. 
153; 130 Stat. 411) is amended by inserting ‘‘, 
as needed for the location, construction, ex-
pansion, control, operation, and mainte-
nance of the bridges referred to in subsection 
(a)(2) at or near Rio Grande City, Texas’’ 
after ‘‘chapter 466)’’. 

(c) SUNSET.—Section 5 of Public Law 87–532 
(76 Stat. 153; 130 Stat. 411) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘by the Starr–Camargo 
Bridge Company and its successors and as-
signs’’ after ‘‘constructed’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘three’’ and inserting ‘‘60’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘five’’ and inserting ‘‘65’’; 

and 
(4) by striking ‘‘date of enactment of this 

Act’’ and inserting ‘‘date of enactment of the 
Starr–Camargo Bridge Expansion Act’’. 

(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
section or the amendments made by this sec-
tion— 

(1) grants new rights or duties to the San 
Benito International Bridge Company 
(known as the ‘‘Free Trade International 
Bridge’’ as of the date of enactment of this 
Act); or 

(2) alters, repeals, or voids any rights or 
duties held by the San Benito International 
Bridge Company (known as the ‘‘Free Trade 
International Bridge’’ as of the date of en-
actment of this Act) under Public Law 87–532 
(76 Stat. 153; 130 Stat. 411), as in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) 
and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
for S. 1608, the Starr-Camargo Bridge 
Expansion Act, introduced by Senator 
CORNYN from Texas and passed unani-
mously by the Senate. 

The development of critical infra-
structure is vital for maintaining the 
smooth flow of goods and services. The 
Starr-Camargo International Bridge, a 
privately-owned toll bridge on the 
U.S.-Mexico border, serves as a crucial 
link spanning the Rio Grande. It con-
nects Rio Grande City in Texas with 
Camargo in Mexico. This bridge is a 
significant commercial transit point, 
facilitating many hundreds of millions 
of dollars in trade every year. 
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Expanding this bridge will enhance 

international trade and help to reduce 
costs for American families by improv-
ing the flow of goods. The planned up-
grades will ease commercial traffic and 
help address supply chain issues. 

The proposed legislation will allow 
the bridge’s private owners to finance 
the expansion and improvements 
through toll revenue without the use of 
taxpayer funds. Because it is an inter-
national port of entry, expanding the 
bridge requires statutory changes, 
which have been carefully reviewed and 
approved by the State Department, the 
Department of Transportation, and 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

As mentioned earlier, the Senate 
passed this measure with unanimous, 
bipartisan support. A House side com-
panion bill was adopted by the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee by a unani-
mous bipartisan vote of 46–0. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of S. 1608, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Mexico is the top U.S. 
trading partner with bilateral commer-
cial activity totaling more than $750 
billion last year and accounting for 
more than 15 percent of total United 
States trade. These figures represent 
an investment in the American people 
and the Mexican economy. 

In fact, U.S. companies directly in-
vested $130.3 billion into Mexico in 2022, 
and nearly 5 million U.S. jobs depend 
on trade with Mexico. 

That is why I support S. 1608, which 
will allow for the expansion of the 
Starr-Camargo Bridge. The existing 
bridge supports the economic well- 
being of so many in south Texas and 
U.S. businesses that rely on the bridge 
as a critical entry point for import-ex-
port into the United States. The expan-
sion of the bridge connecting the 
United States and Mexico will support 
more resilient supply chains and ad-
dress blockages caused by outdated in-
frastructure and traffic. 

It is invaluable to local growers and 
producers on both sides of the border as 
they move vegetables, fruit, and other 
needed products to market. 

I understand that the project is also 
designed to include toll booths, the fees 
of which will help pay for the cost of 
upkeep and maintenance. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CUELLAR). 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from North Carolina 
for yielding. I thank her staff also for 
the hard work and long hours they 
have been putting in. I thank also my 
good friend from American Samoa and 
her staff for getting this bill to the 
floor. 

This bill allows the Starr-Camargo 
Bridge, a privately-owned toll bridge 
between Texas and Mexico, to expand 
and become multimodal. This bridge’s 
previous authorization for construction 
expired, so we are coming back for an 
extension to make sure that we pursue 
the planned expansion project and also 
add a rail bridge addition. 

The planned expansion will ease con-
gestion, reduce truck idling at the port 
of entry, and alleviate the supply chain 
issues as the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina just mentioned a few minutes 
ago. 

This expansion will be paid by tolls, 
so no cost to the taxpayers. This bridge 
will serve as the vital trade link be-
tween the United States and Mexico. 

Keep in mind that the trade between 
the U.S. and Mexico has been tremen-
dous. In fact, just last year, the trade 
between the U.S. and Mexico, our num-
ber one trading partner, reached $798.9 
billion. I say that in the next 4 or 5 
years, the trade between the U.S. and 
Mexico will increase to a trillion dol-
lars of trade. 

If you look at it right now, every 
minute you have $1.4 million of trade 
between the U.S. and Mexico. 

What does that mean? That means 
jobs, not only for the ranchers, not 
only for industries, not only on this 
side, but also on the Mexican side so 
people will stay over there and work 
over there on the other side. 

This trade is important for farmers, 
for ranchers, for manufacturers, and 
producers. This bridge is not only im-
portant to south Texas, my district, 
but it is also important for the whole 
Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank not only my 
good friend from American Samoa and 
her staff, but also my good friend the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina and 
her staff, for their work. 

Mr. Speaker, I also thank Senator 
JOHN CORNYN for his leadership and 
Senator CRUZ for getting this bill on 
the floor. I thank Chairman MCCAUL, 
Ranking Member MEEKS, and my good 
friend from San Antonio, Congressman 
CASTRO, for working to get this bill on 
the floor. I look forward to getting the 
President to sign this bill so we can 
continue creating jobs on both sides of 
the Rio Grande. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no additional speakers, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

I support this strong measure, which 
has strong bipartisan support. This bill 
will allow for the expansion of the 
Starr-Camargo Bridge, which will 
greatly benefit our supply chain capac-
ity with our largest trading partner, 
Mexico. This is an investment in the 
American people and the U.S.-Mexican 
economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this important 
bill. I thank my colleague, my good 
friend, Mr. CUELLAR, for his work on 
this, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, allowing for the expan-
sion of the Starr-Camargo Bridge at no 
cost to Federal taxpayers will make a 
real difference in the lives of American 
families, especially in Texas. I urge all 
Members to support S. 1608, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from American 
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, S. 1608. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GLOBAL ANTI-HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING ENHANCEMENT ACT 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7089) to authorize the Diplo-
matic Security Services of the Depart-
ment of State to investigate allega-
tions of violations of conduct consti-
tuting offenses under chapter 77 of title 
18, United States Code, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7089 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global Anti- 
Human Trafficking Enhancement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXPANDING PROTECTION AND PROSECU-

TION EFFORTS AT THE UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

(a) INVESTIGATION AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary of State is authorized to investigate 
transnational violations of chapter 77 of title 
18, United States Code, in which part of the 
offense conduct occurred outside the United 
States or involved 1 or more foreign nation-
als. 

(b) AUTHORITIES.—Section 37(a)(1) of the 
State Department Basic Authorities Act of 
1956 (22 U.S.C. 2709(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; or’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 
subparagraph (D); and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) transnational violations of chapter 77 
of title 18, United States Code, in which any 
part of the offense conduct occurred outside 
the United States or involved one or more 
foreign nationals; or’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORT. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after for six years, the Secretary of State 
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate a report that includes each of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The number of relevant cases opened 
and investigated by the Diplomatic Security 
Service as a result of the additional authori-
ties granted by the amendments made by 
this Act. 

(2) The percentage of the cases opened and 
investigated by the Diplomatic Security 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:41 Sep 10, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00055 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09SE7.102 H09SEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5092 September 9, 2024 
Service as a result of the additional authori-
ties granted by the amendments made by 
this Act that were referred for further ac-
tion, including prosecution. 

(3) An assessment of the efficacy of the au-
thorities granted by the amendments made 
by this Act and whether such authorities are 
sufficient to meaningfully contribute to De-
partment of State and broader United States 
Government efforts to prosecute and pre-
vent, where applicable, human trafficking 
and transnational violations of chapter 77 of 
title 18, United States Code. 

(4) An assessment of whether the resources 
of the Diplomatic Security Service are suffi-
cient to effectively carry out the objectives 
of this Act. 
SEC. 4. SUNSET. 

This Act and the amendments made by 
this Act shall terminate on the date that is 
7 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and the provisions of law amended 
by such amendments shall be restored as if 
such amendments had not been enacted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) 
and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
for H.R. 7089, the Global Anti-Human 
Trafficking Enhancement Act, intro-
duced by the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. JAMES). 

We all believe that people have inher-
ent dignity and possess equal human 
rights. Unfortunately, not everyone in 
the world respects that dignity and 
those rights. 

Each year, millions of individuals are 
exploited through human trafficking. 
They are forced to work in dangerous, 
brutal jobs for little or no pay. They 
are forced to engage in commercial sex. 
They are forced to marry people they 
don’t know or to join the Armed Forces 
before the age of consent. 

All of us here believe that human 
traffickers must be caught, prosecuted, 
and punished to the full extent of the 
law. That is why the Global Anti- 
Human Trafficking Enhancement Act 
is so necessary. 

This bill authorizes the State Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Diplomatic Security 
to investigate criminal violations of 
U.S. Federal antitrafficking statutes 
that occur overseas or involve foreign 
persons. 

Most people are not aware that Dip-
lomatic Security is the most widely 
represented U.S. law enforcement agen-
cy overseas, with agents operating in 
over 270 foreign posts. 

This new authority will serve as a 
force multiplier for the FBI and foreign 
country law enforcement, who are on 
the front lines of pursuing traffickers 
and protecting victims. 

With this authority, Diplomatic Se-
curity agents would be able to inves-
tigate the dozens of Federal 
antitrafficking cases every year that 
currently are not pursued because of 
time and resource constraints at FBI 
and other Federal law enforcement 
agencies that do not have people in the 
far corners of the world. 

This proposal has been lauded by the 
Department of Justice, advocacy 
groups, and others. It responds to the 
National Action Plan’s mandate to in-
crease trafficking prosecutions and 
fight modern slavery. 

b 2015 

It was adopted in the Foreign Affairs 
Committee by a unanimous bipartisan 
vote of 46–0. 

Let’s empower our diplomatic secu-
rity agents to assist in the mission of 
investigating violations of U.S. anti- 
trafficking laws that have overseas ele-
ments by passing H.R. 7089, the Global 
Anti-Human Trafficking Enhancement 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 7089, as amend-
ed, and I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this important legisla-
tion authorizes the Diplomatic Secu-
rity Service of the Department of State 
to investigate allegations of human 
trafficking crimes. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL and Rep-
resentative JAMES for their leadership 
and for working with us on this legisla-
tion. I also thank the Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security for engaging with the 
committee in a constructive manner. 

Human trafficking is a scourge on 
humanity. It is a grave violation of 
human dignity and freedom, exploiting 
the most vulnerable among us, includ-
ing women and children. 

The scale of this crime is staggering, 
with millions of people around the 
world trapped in conditions of forced 
labor, sexual exploitation, and un-
imaginable suffering. 

These are not just statistics. They 
are real people with dreams, families, 
and aspirations, all cruelly taken away 
by traffickers. 

This bill is not just about expanding 
authority. It is about ensuring that we 
have the capacity to act decisively and 
effectively. By enhancing our ability to 
investigate these crimes, we can bring 
more traffickers to justice and, more 
importantly, rescue and rehabilitate 
more victims. 

Mr. Speaker, the passage of H.R. 7089 
is a moral imperative. It is about 
standing up for the voiceless and ensur-
ing that justice prevails. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
critical bill, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
JAMES), chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Subcommittee on Africa and the 
author of this bill. 

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friends, Mrs. RADEWAGEN and Ms. MAN-
NING, for their support of this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of my bill, H.R. 7089, the Global 
Anti-Human Trafficking Enhancement 
Act. 

God’s children are not for sale. Mr. 
Speaker, I am sure we can all agree 
that human trafficking must be eradi-
cated everywhere. 

The effort behind this legislation is 
about confronting modern-day slavery, 
a major stain, the worst stain, on hu-
manity and decency. 

My bill allows the State Department, 
specifically the Diplomatic Security 
Service, to investigate instances of 
transnational human trafficking. To 
clarify, a human trafficking violation 
is transnational when part of the of-
fense occurs outside of the United 
States or involves one or more foreign 
nationals. 

Currently, Diplomatic Security must 
account for document fraud to allow 
them to start investigating these in-
stances—minutiae, bureaucracy, red 
tape. We are going to cut that red tape 
with this bill. 

My bill further complements current 
Federal law enforcement efforts to 
prosecute these instances, given Diplo-
matic Security’s global reach. 

Differences in language and culture 
are commonly the greatest barriers to 
successfully prosecuting these 
transnational trafficking purveyors. 
Diplomatic Security is by far the most 
widely internationally represented U.S. 
law enforcement agency, with agents 
operating in over 270 posts all over the 
world. 

I often hear: Why is America in-
volved in different parts of this world? 
Well, when it comes to the safety of 
our children, young adults, the elderly, 
the most vulnerable around the world, 
American leadership can do more to 
help bring justice to these victims. 

According to the State Department: 
‘‘There are about 27.6 million victims 
worldwide of human trafficking at any 
given time.’’ Those are just the ones we 
know about. 

This evil and depraved industry preys 
on people of all ages, backgrounds, and 
nationalities for their own profit— 
again, particularly women, children, 
and people coming from impoverished 
backgrounds. 

God’s will is clear. Luke 4:18–19 reads: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me be-
cause He has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim liberty to captives and re-
cover sight to the blind and set at lib-
erty those who are oppressed, and to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

Mr. Speaker, my bill empowers our 
law enforcement to liberate the op-
pressed and the captive, and I ask my 
colleagues to please support H.R. 7089. 
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Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume for 
the purpose of closing. 

Human trafficking causes unimagi-
nable suffering, and this bill empowers 
the Diplomatic Security Service to ex-
tend its essential work in investigating 
and combating these crimes, ensuring 
we can respond quickly and effectively. 

Our Diplomatic Security officers, 
with their unique global reach and ex-
pertise, play a vital role in dismantling 
trafficking networks that operate 
across borders. 

H.R. 7089 is not just about expanding 
authority. It is about delivering justice 
and hope to victims while holding traf-
fickers accountable. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting this impor-
tant bill. I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time, 
and I again thank Mr. JAMES and his 
bipartisan cosponsors for the bill be-
fore us today. 

We need to unlock the investigative 
potential at the U.S. State Depart-
ment. We need to give our Diplomatic 
Security agents the authority to assist 
in the mission of catching criminals 
who violate our anti-trafficking stat-
utes. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support H.R. 7089, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from American 
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 7089, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MAINTAINING AMERICAN SUPERI-
ORITY BY IMPROVING EXPORT 
CONTROL TRANSPARENCY ACT 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6614) to amend the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 relating to 
licensing transparency, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6614 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Maintaining 
American Superiority by Improving Export 
Control Transparency Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LICENSING TRANSPARENCY. 

Section 1756 of the Export Control Reform 
Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4815) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, and not less frequently than every 90 
days thereafter, the Secretary, shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 

a report on license applications, enforcement 
actions, and other requests for authorization 
for the export, reexport, release, and in- 
country transfer of items controlled under 
this part to covered entities. 

‘‘(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include, with respect to 
the 90 days preceding the previous 90-day pe-
riod, the following: 

‘‘(A) For each license application or other 
request for authorization, the name of the 
entity submitting the application (both par-
ent company as well as the subsidiary di-
rectly involved), a brief description of the 
item (including the Export Control Classi-
fication Number (ECCN) and level of control, 
if applicable), the name of the end-user, the 
end-user’s location, a value estimate, deci-
sion with respect to the license application 
or authorization, and the date of submission. 

‘‘(B) The date, location, and result of site 
inspections, monitoring, and enforcement 
actions to ensure compliance with United 
States export controls. 

‘‘(C) Aggregate statistics on all license ap-
plications and other requests for authoriza-
tion as described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(D) For each license denial in which items 
in category EAR99 constitute at least 50 per-
cent of the financial value of the license ap-
plication, a list detailing what specific items 
are being denied a license. 

‘‘(3) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.— 
The information required to be provided in 
the reports required by this subsection 
(other than the information required by 
paragraph (2)(C)) shall be exempt from public 
disclosure pursuant to section 1761(h)(1). 

‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection— 
‘‘(A) the term ‘appropriate congressional 

committees’ means— 
‘‘(i) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 

the House of Representatives; and 
‘‘(ii) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and 
‘‘(B) the term ‘covered entity’ means any 

entity included on— 
‘‘(i) the list maintained and set forth in 

Supplement No. 4 to part 744 of the Export 
Administration Regulations; or 

‘‘(ii) the list maintained and set forth in 
Supplement No. 7 to part 744 of the Export 
Administration Regulations.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) 
and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of the Maintaining American Superi-
ority by Improving Export Control 
Transparency Act, introduced by my 
colleague from Texas (Mr. JACKSON) 
along with Foreign Affairs Chairman 
MCCAUL. 

Export controls are one of the most 
powerful tools we have to constrain 

China’s military modernization and re-
buke its severe human rights abuses. 

Ultimately, the strength of our ex-
port control regime hinges on the abil-
ity to approve or deny a license to sell 
sensitive technology to China. That 
process is overseen by the Commerce 
Department’s Bureau of Industry and 
Security, or BIS. 

On multiple occasions, in response to 
persistent committee requests, BIS has 
provided the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee with licensing data—infor-
mation on whether BIS approved or de-
nied licenses to China. 

The committee found that even for 
companies like SMIC and Huawei with 
deep ties to the Chinese Communist 
Party and military, BIS rarely, if ever, 
denied a license. 

This data has been essential to our 
committee’s oversight efforts. This bill 
will ensure better oversight of the 
Commerce Department’s export con-
trol policies and licensing practices. 

Every 90 days, the Secretary of Com-
merce will submit a report to Congress 
on activities related to items affected 
by export control policies, including li-
censes granted to foreign persons and 
entities on the entity list. 

This bill will finally give Congress 
the visibility it needs to conduct real 
oversight on licensing decisions and 
will help us assess where and how BIS 
is drawing the line on U.S. national se-
curity. 

At the Foreign Affairs Committee 
markup, H.R. 6614 was adopted by a 
unanimous bipartisan vote of 43–0. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Maintaining American Su-
periority by Improving Export Control 
Transparency Act, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 6614, as amended, and I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill calls for more 
transparency around license applica-
tion decisions by the Bureau of Indus-
try and Security for potential exports 
to entities on its Entity and Military 
End Users Lists. Inclusion in these 
lists means that the export, re-export, 
and transfer of certain U.S. items to 
these entities requires a license. 

This bill would enable Congress to 
conduct oversight to ensure that the 
BIS licensing and enforcement proc-
esses are working properly and effec-
tively. 

I thank Mr. JACKSON and Chairman 
MCCAUL for working with Ranking 
Member MEEKS to reach a bipartisan 
agreement on this bill, which will en-
sure that the committee is getting the 
information it needs while protecting 
business proprietary information and 
allowing BIS to effectively execute its 
core national security mandate. 

As we add to the list of things we are 
asking BIS to do, it is also important 
that we equip BIS with the resources 
and staffing to meet those require-
ments. We are asking BIS to take on 
more responsibility with less. 
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BIS desperately needs to update its 

outdated and inefficient IT system, 
which has not been updated in over 15 
years. In that time, the number of li-
cense applications BIS receives per 
year has more than doubled to over 
40,000 per year. 

As a result, simple data requests 
such as compiling license application 
information for Congress can be 
lengthy and often involve painstaking 
manual review of materials. 

Let me repeat: We are adding more 
burden to BIS without giving them the 
resources they so desperately need. 

Representative CROW and Ranking 
Member MEEKS have worked on a bill 
to fund IT modernization for BIS, and 
I sincerely hope that as we pass bills 
like this one offered by Mr. JACKSON, 
we also live up to our responsibility to 
actually equip BIS to do its important 
work and give them the resources they 
so desperately need. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 2030 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. JACK-
SON), a Member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the author of this 
bill. 

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today we are bringing to the floor a 
very important bill, the Maintaining 
American Superiority by Improving 
Export Control Transparency Act. 

Our country’s determination and 
commitment to achieving what was 
once thought impossible has led to 
some of the most incredible techno-
logical advances in the history of the 
world. Consequently, many of the 
world’s very best and most advanced 
goods are made right here in the 
United States of America. However, 
the reality is that it is hard to keep 
good things to yourself, and nations 
across the world want to benefit from 
American goods themselves. 

As a general principle, we are happy 
to export the fruits of our labor be-
cause international trade is an impor-
tant part of any successful and vibrant 
economy, especially for a country like 
the United States, but the harsh re-
ality is that not every country who 
wants access to our goods and mate-
rials is friendly to the United States. 
Malign actors like China, Russia, 
North Korea, and Iran would gladly 
seek to use our very own goods and 
technologies against us, whether in 
military engagements or on the eco-
nomic battlefield. 

The type of goods I am speaking 
about are not just overtly military 
hardware, like night vision goggles, 
tanks, or stealth technology. These bad 
actors are constantly thinking of new 
creative ways to use anything and ev-
erything against us, making everyday 
commercial items produced right here 
in the United States ripe to be 
weaponized against the American peo-
ple. 

One example would be telecommuni-
cations equipment. Anything from 
routers to cell phones to Bluetooth 
technology are generally thought of as 
harmless commercial goods, but they 
all have huge national security and 
military implications as well, espe-
cially in the hands of our adversaries. 
These so-called dual-use technologies 
are the type of goods that our current 
export controls attempt to prevent 
from falling into the hands of malign 
actors. 

My bill, the Maintaining American 
Superiority by Improving Export Con-
trol Transparency Act, seeks to ensure 
increased transparency and account-
ability in the export control process by 
mandating a report on export control 
license applications. 

Simply put, my bill creates a mecha-
nism through tracking and reporting 
on export control license applications 
that can be utilized to form a paper 
trail to understand where dual-use 
technologies came from, who produced 
them, and whom they were sold to. 

If our enemies are utilizing American 
technology against us, we need to 
know exactly how that happened and 
why. Further, my bill will provide 
some clarity to Congress on how these 
decisions are made. 

Every 90 days, the House and the 
Senate would receive a report on ex-
port control license applications, gain-
ing insight into where our American- 
made dual-use technologies are going 
abroad. 

I want nothing more than for the 
American economy to be strong, open, 
and free, and international trade is a 
crucial part of that vision. Ultimately, 
our own free market cannot also be 
used as a source of our own downfall by 
allowing our adversaries to use our 
goods and technologies against us. 

My bill ensures accountability and 
trackability when we send dual-use 
goods abroad. 

In these increasingly dangerous 
times, there is a need for strong export 
controls with adequate oversight, 
which is why my bill passed the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee by a vote of 
43–0. I thank Chairman MCCAUL for his 
cosponsorship of the legislation and 
Ranking Member MEEKS for supporting 
this legislation in our committee. I 
urge all of my colleagues to support 
this legislation, as it is necessary for 
our national security. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for the 
purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, transparency is critical 
for effective congressional oversight, 
and Mr. JACKSON’s bill will allow Con-
gress greater insight into the license 
application decisions and enforcement 
actions taken by the Bureau of Indus-
try and Security. 

The bill reflects the critical national 
security role that BIS and our export 
controls play in today’s world, but 
placing greater burdens on BIS while 
failing to provide the necessary fund-
ing to update the 15-year-old equip-
ment it uses is only doing half the job. 

Therefore, it is important that Con-
gress provide BIS with the resources 
and technology necessary to effectively 
implement this bill and advance its 
core mandate. I, therefore, encourage 
my colleagues to work with the ur-
gency required to help us address the 
resource issue. 

With that in mind, I hope my col-
leagues will join me and support this 
bill. I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL for his 
leadership in moving this bill through 
committee and to the floor. I also 
thank my bipartisan committee col-
leagues for their unanimous vote to en-
sure greater congressional oversight of 
export controls. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
vote in favor of H.R. 6614, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from American 
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 6614, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 612. An act to reauthorize the Lake 
Tahoe Restoration Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources; in addition, to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure; and to 
the Committee on Agriculture for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 35 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, and 
pursuant to House Resolution 1427, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, September 10, 2024, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate and noon for leg-
islative business, as a further mark of 
respect to the memory of the late Hon-
orable William J. Pascrell, Jr. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–5216. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s notice of proposed consent decree — 
Proposed Consent Degree, Clean Air Act Cit-
izen Suit [EPA-HQ-OGC-2024-0319; FRL-12102- 
01-OGC] received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–5217. A letter from the Chief, Wireline 
Competition Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Addressing the Home-
work Gap through E-Rate Program [WC 
Docket No.: 21-31] August 20, 2024, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

EC–5218. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod in the 
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka [Docket No.: 230224-0053; RTID 0648-XD678] 
received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5219. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting noti-
fication that the continuation of the na-
tional emergency with respect to Ethiopia, 
that was declared in Executive Order 14046 of 
September 17, 2021, is to continue in effect 
for one year beyond September 17, 2024, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public Law 94-412, 
Sec. 202(d); (90 Stat. 1257) (H. Doc. No. 118— 
163); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed. 

EC–5220. A letter from the Congressional 
and Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Iran Foreign Direct Product Rule 
[Docket No.: 240723-0203] (RIN: 0694-AJ75) re-
ceived August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

EC–5221. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Secretariat Division, Office of Acqui-
sition Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — General Services Administration Ac-
quisition Regulation; GSAR Case 2024-G503; 
Updates to References to GSA Sustainable 
Leasing [GSAR Case 2024-G503; Docket No.: 
2024-0014; Sequence No. 1] (RIN: 3090-AK82) 
received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. 

EC–5222. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Secretariat Division, Office of Acqui-
sition Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — General Services Administration Ac-
quisition Regulation; Federal Supply Sched-
ule Economic Price Adjustment [GSAR Case 
2020-G510; Docket No.: 2023-0025; Sequence 
No. 1] (RIN: 3090-AK20) received August 20, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–5223. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Ves-
sels Using Pot Gear in the Central Regu-
latory Area of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket 
No.: 230224-0053] (RTID: 0648-XD651) received 
August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5224. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — International Fisheries; Pa-
cific Tuna Fisheries; Inseason Action for 2024 
Commercial Pacific Bluefin Tuna Annual 
Catch Limit in the Eastern Pacific Ocean 
[Docket No.: 220801-0167; RTID 0648-XD737] re-
ceived August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5225. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, 
Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2024 Rec-
reational Closure for Golden Tilefish in the 
South Atlantic [Docket No.: 231101-0256; 
RTID 0648-XD672] received August 20, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5226. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Re-
sources of the Gulf of Mexico; Commercial 
Trip Limit for Gray Triggerfish [Docket No.: 
230726-0175] (RIN: 0648-BM13) received August 
20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5227. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Catch Shar-
ing Plan; Rulemaking To Modify the 2023- 
2027 Halibut Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) 
Vessel Harvest Limitations in IFQ Regu-
latory Areas 4A, 4B, 4C, and 4D [Docket No.: 
230720-0171] (RIN 0648-BM18) received August 
20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5228. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Improvement and Modernization of 
Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Vessel 
Reporting Regulations [Docket No.: 230821- 
0201] (RIN: 0648-BL61) received August 20, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5229. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Snapper-Group-
er Fishery of the South Atlantic; Amend-
ment 53 [Docket No.: 230914-0219] (RIN: 0648- 
BM27) received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5230. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s no-
tification of quota transfers- Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfers From NC and 
VA to NJ [Docket No.: 221223-0282; RTID 0648- 
XD599] received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5231. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; 
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Groundfish 
Electronic Monitoring Program; Service 
Provider Revisions; Correction (RIN: 0648- 
BM29) received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5232. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch 
in the Bering Sea Subarea of the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area 
[Docket No.: 230306-0065; RTID 0648-XD162] re-
ceived August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5233. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Sablefish in the Ber-
ing Sea Subarea of the Bering Sea and Aleu-
tian Islands Management Area [Docket No.: 
230306-0065; RTID 0648-XD117] received Au-
gust 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5234. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, 
Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2023 
Commercial Closure for Gulf of Mexico 
Greater Amberjack [Docket No.: 1206013412- 
2517-02] (RTID 0648?XD065) received August 
20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5235. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Rock Sole, Flathead Sole, 
Alaska Plaice, and Other Flatfish in the Her-
ring Savings Areas of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area [Docket 
No.: 230306-0065; RTID 0648-XC988] received 
August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5236. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Atlantic Highly Migratory 
Species; Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries; 
Closure of the Angling Category Southern 
New England Area Trophy Fishery for 2023 
[Docket No.: 220919-0193] (RTID: 0648-XD039) 
received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5237. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Atlantic Highly Migratory 
Species; Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries; 
Harpoon Category Retention Limit Adjust-
ment [Docket No.: 220919-0193] (RTID: 0648- 
XD158) received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 
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EC–5238. A letter from the Branch Chief, 

Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, 
Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2023 Rec-
reational Closure for Golden Tilefish in the 
South Atlantic [Docket No.: 180720681-8999-02; 
RTID 0648-XD155] received August 20, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5239. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Longnose Skates in the 
Eastern Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka [Docket No.: 230224-0053; RTID 0648-XD057] 
received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5240. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final rule — Fisheries of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Hal-
ibut Deck Sorting Monitoring Requirements 
for Trawl Catcher/Processors Operating in 
Non-Pollock Groundfish Fisheries Off Alaska 
[200113-0012] (RIN: 0648-BI53) received August 
20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5241. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final rule — Fisheries of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific 
Cod Management in the Groundfish Fisheries 
of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands and 
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 191212-0112] 
(RIN: 0648-BJ02) received August 20, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5242. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Reclassifying Squid Species 
in the BSAI and GOA [Docket No.: 170714670- 
8561-02] (RIN: 0648-BH05) received August 20, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–5243. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Halibut Deck Sorting Moni-
toring Requirements for Trawl Catcher/Proc-
essors Operating in Non-Pollock Groundfish 
Fisheries off Alaska [Docket No.: 191004-0055] 
(RIN: 0648-BI53) received August 20, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

EC–5244. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program Application Pe-
riod Extension [Docket ID: FEMA-2024-0024] 
(RIN: 1660-AB15) received August 20, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–5245. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Federal Transit Administration, Depart-

ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Public Transpor-
tation Safety Certification Training Pro-
gram [Docket No.: FTA-2023-0025] (RIN: 2132- 
AB43) received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial 
Services. House Joint Resolution 125. Resolu-
tion providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, of the rule submitted by the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System re-
lating to, ‘‘Principles for Climate-Related 
Financial Risk Management for Large Fi-
nancial Institutions’’ (Rept. 118–651). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial 
Services. H.R. 7480. A bill to amend section 
102(a)(20) of the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1974 to require the exclu-
sion of service-connected disability com-
pensation when determining whether a per-
son is a person of low and moderate income, 
a person of low income, or a person of mod-
erate income, and for other purposes; with 
an amendment (Rept. 118–652). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. LUCAS: Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology. H.R. 7686. A bill to amend 
the Research and Development, Competition, 
and Innovation Act to clarify the definition 
of foreign country for purposes of malign for-
eign talent recruitment restriction, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
118–653). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 2911. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to periodically review the 
automatic maximum coverage under the 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance pro-
gram and the Veterans’ Group Life Insurance 
program, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 118–654). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 4190. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to direct the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to repay the estates of 
deceased beneficiaries for certain benefits 
paid by the Secretary and misused by fidu-
ciaries of such beneficiaries; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 118–655). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana (for him-
self and Mr. COLE): 

H.R. 9494. A bill making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2025, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Appropria-
tions, and in addition to the Committee on 
the Budget, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-

in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr. 
KUSTOFF, Mr. SCHNEIDER, and Ms. 
TITUS): 

H.R. 9495. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to postpone tax deadlines 
and reimburse paid late fees for United 
States nationals who are unlawfully or 
wrongfully detained or held hostage abroad, 
to terminate the tax-exempt status of ter-
rorist supporting organizations, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER: 
H.R. 9496. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to include a representative of 
the National Association of State Veterans 
Homes on the Geriatrics and Gerontology 
Advisory Committee of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. OBERNOLTE (for himself, Mr. 
LIEU, Mr. LUCAS, and Ms. LOFGREN): 

H.R. 9497. A bill to amend the National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Initiative Act of 2020 to 
establish a center on artificial intelligence 
to ensure continued United States leadership 
in research, development, and evaluation of 
the robustness, resilience, and safety of arti-
ficial intelligence systems, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida 
(for himself and Mr. MULLIN): 

H.R. 9498. A bill to direct the use of artifi-
cial intelligence by National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration to adapt to ex-
treme weather, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

By Mr. BURCHETT (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAUL): 

H.R. 9499. A bill to require the United 
States Agency for Global Media to verify the 
authenticity of foreign academic credentials 
purported to be held by prospective and ex-
isting employees of the Agency, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Mr. FALLON: 
H.R. 9500. A bill to require agencies to use 

information and communications technology 
products obtained from original equipment 
manufacturers or authorized resellers, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself, Ms. 
KAPTUR, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, and Mr. QUIGLEY): 

H.R. 9501. A bill to promote peace, sta-
bility, and recovery in Ukraine, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on 
Armed Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. FROST: 
H.R. 9502. A bill to provide for automatic 

extension of employment authorizations, to 
require earlier determinations on temporary 
protected status designations, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. HUIZENGA (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAUL, Mr. LAWLER, Ms. SALAZAR, 
Mr. SELF, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. DAVIDSON, 
Mr. GUEST, Mr. CLINE, Mr. NORMAN, 
and Mr. WEBER of Texas): 

H.R. 9503. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
State and the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment to promulgate regulations to require 
all implementing partners receiving foreign 
assistance funds with activities in Afghani-
stan to submit a report on any payments or 
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withholdings, including for taxes, fees, du-
ties, and utilities, made to the Taliban, 
state-owned enterprises, or governing insti-
tutions in Afghanistan, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. LOPEZ: 
H.R. 9504. A bill to amend the Help Amer-

ica Vote Act of 2002 to require information 
on the national debt to be included on bal-
lots in elections for Federal office, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 9505. A bill to authorize the establish-

ment of a program of voluntary separation 
incentive payments for nonjudicial employ-
ees of the District of Columbia courts and 
employees of the District of Columbia Public 
Defender Service; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability. 

By Ms. PETTERSEN (for herself and 
Mr. CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 9506. A bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of a Water Project Navigators Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Ms. PORTER: 
H.R. 9507. A bill to modify the definitions 

of congressional committees under the 
Leahy laws; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on 
Armed Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself and Ms. 
ROSS): 

H.R. 9508. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow certain veterinary 
expenses for pets and service animals to be 
treated as amounts paid for medical care for 
purposes of a health savings account or flexi-
ble savings account; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ: 
H.R. 9509. A bill to amend section 7(j) of 

the Small Business Act to modify the start 
date used to calculate the period in which a 
small business concern is eligible to partici-
pate in the 8(a) program, and for the other 
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ: 
H.R. 9510. A bill to make improvements to 

Federal contracting opportunities for small 
business concerns owned and controlled by 
women, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business, and in addition to 
the Committees on Armed Services, Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and Oversight and Account-
ability, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H. Res. 1427. A resolution expressing the 

profound sorrow of the House of Representa-
tives on the death of the Honorable William 
J. Pascrell, Jr; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. CURTIS, Ms. SE-
WELL, Mr. THOMPSON of California, 
and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER): 

H. Res. 1428. A resolution supporting the 
designation of the week of September 15, 
2024, through September 21, 2024, as ‘‘Tele-
health Awareness Week’’; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. JAMES (for himself, Ms. TLAIB, 
Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. 
WALBERG, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. 
HUIZENGA, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. 
MOOLENAAR, Mrs. DINGELL, Mrs. 
MCCLAIN, Ms. SLOTKIN, and Ms. STE-
VENS): 

H. Res. 1429. A resolution congratulating 
the Olympians and Paralympians of Michi-

gan who competed in the 2024 Olympics and 
Paralympics in Paris, France; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability, and 
in addition to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Mr. STEIL: 
H.R. 9487. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill will revise certain authorities of 

the House Office of Legislative Counsel. 
By Mr. STEIL: 

H.R. 9489. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill will sunset the Advisory Com-

mittee on the Records of Congress. 
By Mr. STEIL: 

H.R. 9490. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill will revise certain authorities of 

the Government Publishing Office. 
By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 

H.R. 9494. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The principal constitutional authority for 

this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United 
States (the appropriation power), which 
states ‘‘No Money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law . . .’’ In addition, clause 
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution 
(the spending power) provides: ‘‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power . . . to pay the 
Debts and provide for the common Defence 
and general Welfare of the United States 
. . . .’’ Together, these specific constitu-
tional provisions establish the congressional 
power of the purse, granting Congress the 
authority to appropriate funds, to determine 
their purpose, amount, and period of avail-
ability, and to set forth terms and conditions 
governing their use. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The subject of the bill is the making of 

continuing appropriations. 
By Ms. TENNEY: 

H.R. 9495. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause I 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Legislation that would prevent U.S. citi-

zens who have been taken hostage or wrong-
fully detained abroad from incurring pen-
alties for late tax payments while they were 
held, as well as terminating tax-exempt sta-
tus for organizations found to be supporting 
terrorism. 

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER: 
H.R. 9496. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title 38, United States Code, to 

include a representative of the National As-
sociation of State Veterans Homes on the 
Geriatrics and Gerontology Advisory Com-
mittee of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. OBERNOLTE: 
H.R. 9497. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: 
‘‘The Congress shall have Power . . . To 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution for fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Amends the National Artificial Intel-

ligence Initiative Act of 2020 to establish a 
center on artificial intelligence to ensure 
continued United States leadership in re-
search, development, and evaluation of the 
robustness, resilience, and safety of artificial 
intelligence systems. 

By Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida: 
H.R. 9498. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress is granted the authority to intro-

duce and enact this legislation pursuant to 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the use of artificial intelligence 

by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to adapt to extreme weather, 
and for other purposes. 

By Mr. BURCHETT: 
H.R. 9499. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require the Untied States Agency for 

Global Media to verify the authenticity og 
foreign academic credentials purported to be 
held by prospective and existing employees 
of the Agency, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. FALLON: 
H.R. 9500. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require agencies to use information and 

communications technology products ob-
tained from original equipment manufactur-
ers or authorized resellers, and for other pur-
poses. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 
H.R. 9501. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
U.S.-Ukraine Partnership 

By Mr. FROST: 
H.R. 9502. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 and 18 of the 

U.S. Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide for automatic extension of em-

ployment authorizations, to require earlier 
determinations on temporary protected sta-
tus designations, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. HUIZENGA: 
H.R. 9503. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
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Oversight of the Department of State and 

the United States Agency for International 
Development. 

By Mr. LOPEZ: 
H.R. 9504. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1. Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Help America Vote Act of 

2002 to require information on the national 
debt to be included on ballots in elections for 
Federal office, and for other purposes. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 9505. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 17 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would give the District of Colum-

bia Courts and the Public Defender Service 
for the District of Columbia the authority to 
offer voluntary separation incentive pay-
ments to their employees. 

By Ms. PETTERSEN: 
H.R. 9506. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of Section of Article 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Water 

By Ms. PORTER: 
H.R. 9507. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To modify the definitions of congressional 

committees under the Leahy laws. 
By Ms. TENNEY: 

H.R. 9508. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 to allow certain veterinary expenses for 
pets and service animals to be treated as 
amounts paid for medical care for purposes 
of a health savings account or flexible sav-
ings account. 

By Ms. VELÁQUEZ: 
H.R. 9509. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution, which gives Congress the 
power ‘‘to make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers and all other Pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any De-
partment or Officer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Would amend the timelines for small busi-

nesses participating in the SBA’s 8(a) Busi-
ness Development Program. 

By Ms. VELÁQUEZ: 
H.R. 9510. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution, which gives Congress the 
power ‘‘to make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers and all other Pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any De-
partment or Officer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Would incentivize federal agencies to en-

hance contracting opportunities for women- 
owned small businesses. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 
Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 

were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 33: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 34: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 35: Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 53: Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. MILLS, Ms. 

LEE of Florida, and Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 196: Ms. CARAVEO. 
H.R. 205: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 544: Mr. LEVIN and Mr. LARSON of Con-

necticut. 
H.R. 648: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 744: Mr. KIM of New Jersey, Mr. RUP-

PERSBERGER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. VICENTE GON-
ZALEZ of Texas, Mr. KILMER, Mr. DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. FROST, Ms. CARAVEO, 
Ms. CRAIG, Ms. STANSBURY, and Mr. LARSEN 
of Washington. 

H.R. 779: Mr. GUTHRIE. 
H.R. 782: Ms. BROWN. 
H.R. 809: Mrs. LUNA. 
H.R. 885: Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 920: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 932: Mr. KIM of New Jersey. 
H.R. 972: Mr. SCHWEIKERT. 
H.R. 1088: Mr. MOLINARO and Ms. DE LA 

CRUZ. 
H.R. 1184: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 1277: Ms. UNDERWOOD. 
H.R. 1321: Mr. TRONE and Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 1465: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 1507: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 1544: Mr. PFLUGER. 
H.R. 1572: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS and Mr. 

LATURNER. 
H.R. 1594: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 1595: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 1599: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 1605: Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 1833: Ms. KAPTUR and Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 2389: Mr. SORENSEN, Mrs. CHAVEZ- 

DEREMER, Mr. SUOZZI, and Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 2413: Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 2501: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 2630: Mr. MCGARVEY. 
H.R. 2672: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 2725: Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. 

VASQUEZ, and Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 2743: Mr. ALFORD, Mr. MILLS, Mr. 

VALADAO, Mr. CAREY, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. MOORE 
of Utah, Mr. CRENSHAW, and Ms. LEE of Flor-
ida. 

H.R. 2744: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 2748: Mr. RESCHENTHALER. 
H.R. 2827: Mr. ARMSTRONG and Mr. 

MORELLE. 
H.R. 2880: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI and Mr. 

VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 3005: Mr. SWALWELL. 
H.R. 3074: Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H.R. 3087: Mrs. KIM of California. 
H.R. 3238: Mr. GUEST and Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 3258: Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 3375: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 3387: Mr. MRVAN. 
H.R. 3416: Ms. ROSS and Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 3475: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 3541: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. 

FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 3592: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3649: Mr. MAST, Mr. VAN ORDEN, and 

Mr. BERGMAN. 
H.R. 3808: Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 4157: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 4169: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 4263: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 4340: Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. ROSS, Mr. 

VASQUEZ, and Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 4422: Mr. CASAR, Ms. STEVENS, and Mr. 

VEASEY. 
H.R. 4439: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 4519: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 4567: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 4627: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas and 

Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 4709: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS and Mr. 

DELUZIO. 
H.R. 4731: Mrs. TORRES of California, Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. TITUS, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. 
MORELLE, and Ms. BONAMICI. 

H.R. 4787: Mr. PHILLIPS and Mr. 
D’ESPOSITO. 

H.R. 4818: Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 4840: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 4936: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 4978: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 4979: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 5037: Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 5074: Mrs. STEEL. 
H.R. 5208: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 5422: Mr. EMMER. 
H.R. 5432: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 5435: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 5467: Ms. STEVENS. 
H.R. 5502: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California 

and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 5825: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 5827: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 6003: Mr. CORREA and Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 6031: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 6299: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 6359: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 6382: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 6430: Ms. BALINT. 
H.R. 6516: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 6751: Mr. CASTRO of Texas. 
H.R. 6773: Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. 

SWALWELL, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. BROWNLEY, 
and Ms. JACOBS. 

H.R. 6861: Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 6951: Mr. RULLI. 
H.R. 7035: Mr. OWENS. 
H.R. 7042: Mr. MILLS, Mr. ZINKE, Mr. ROG-

ERS of Alabama, Mr. BOST, and Ms. VAN 
DUYNE. 

H.R. 7084: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 7116: Mr. TORRES of New York. 
H.R. 7137: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 7159: Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Ms. 

TITUS, and Mr. MOLINARO. 
H.R. 7195: Mr. ZINKE, Mr. BABIN, Mr. MILLS, 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, and Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 7222: Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 7233: Mr. MRVAN. 
H.R. 7310: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 7359: Ms. PRESSLEY. 
H.R. 7411: Mrs. STEEL. 
H.R. 7414: Mr. MOSKOWITZ and Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 7450: Mr. MILLS, Ms. LEE of Florida, 

Mr. BOST, Ms. VAN DUYNE, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, 
and Mr. ZINKE. 

H.R. 7469: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 7618: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 7620: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 7764: Mr. VAN DREW and Mr. JACKSON 

of North Carolina. 
H.R. 7770: Mr. TURNER and Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 7779: Mr. NEHLS and Mr. BEAN of Flor-

ida. 
H.R. 7859: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 7866: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 8028: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. JOHN-

SON of Georgia, and Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 8061: Mr. CARTER of Texas and Mr. 

FOSTER. 
H.R. 8066: Mr. ZINKE, Mr. MILLS, and Mr. 

GRAVES of Missouri. 
H.R. 8068: Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. LOPEZ, Mr. 

CARTER of Georgia, and Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 8098: Mr. CASTEN and Ms. LEGER 

FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 8119: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 8164: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 8247: Mrs. MCBATH and Ms. CARAVEO. 
H.R. 8300: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 8307: Ms. DELBENE, Mrs. HAYES, and 

Mr. LALOTA. 
H.R. 8333: Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. 
H.R. 8340: Mrs. KIM of California, Mr. 

DESAULNIER, Mrs. HAYES, and Mr. VAN 
ORDEN. 

H.R. 8347: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 8464: Mr. EMMER. 
H.R. 8501: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 8505: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H.R. 8614: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 8639: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 8641: Mr. OBERNOLTE and Mr. MIKE 

GARCIA of California. 
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H.R. 8653: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 8693: Mrs. LUNA. 
H.R. 8702: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York and 

Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 8734: Mr. FLEISCHMANN and Mr. WIL-

LIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 8758: Ms. CRAIG and Mr. MRVAN. 
H.R. 8790: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
H.R. 8796: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 8834: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi and Mr. 

AMODEI. 
H.R. 8836: Ms. CARAVEO and Mr. AMODEI. 
H.R. 8857: Mr. BOST. 
H.R. 8893: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 8916: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 8963: Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

CARTWRIGHT, Mr. EVANS, and Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 8989: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 8996: Mr. ALLRED and Mr. MRVAN. 
H.R. 9002: Ms. CHU and Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 9003: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 9053: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 9060: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 9070: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 9096: Ms. PRESSLEY and Mr. 

FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 9124: Mr. PETERS and Mrs. TORRES of 

California. 
H.R. 9125: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. 
H.R. 9151: Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. MOULTON, 

Mr. KHANNA, and Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 9152: Ms. NORTON and Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 9153: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 9188: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 9193: Mr. D’ESPOSITO and Ms. DAVIDS 

of Kansas. 
H.R. 9217: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 9226: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H.R. 9244: Ms. UNDERWOOD. 
H.R. 9250: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 9255: Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 9260: Mr. ZINKE. 
H.R. 9266: Mr. CARSON, Ms. LEE of Pennsyl-

vania, Ms. CHU, and Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 9268: Mr. BERGMAN. 

H.R. 9271: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 9274: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas and 

Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 9284: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 9327: Mr. GARAMENDI and Mr. SMITH of 

Nebraska. 
H.R. 9340: Mr. LATTA. 
H.R. 9373: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 9388: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.R. 9398: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 9402: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 9424: Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 9438: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 9448: Mr. POCAN, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-

ESTER, and Mrs. MCBATH. 
H.R. 9453: Mr. MOYLAN. 
H.R. 9456: Mrs. CAMMACK, Mrs. CHAVEZ- 

DEREMER, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, Mr. 
STRONG, Mr. GUEST, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN, Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Mr. 
OWENS, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mrs. HOUCHIN, and Mr. 
BACON. 

H.R. 9462: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS and Ms. 
STEFANIK. 

H.R. 9468: Mr. WOMACK and Mrs. BICE. 
H.R. 9479: Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 
H.J. Res. 8: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 

BOST, and Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. 
H.J. Res. 54: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi 

and Mr. LEVIN. 
H.J. Res. 144: Mr. LOUDERMILK and Mr. 

BAIRD. 
H.J. Res. 164: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.J. Res. 168: Mr. FULCHER. 
H.J. Res. 193: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 

Ms. DELBENE, and Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.J. Res. 202: Mrs. RADEWAGEN. 
H. Con. Res. 13: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H. Res. 668: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. MAG-

AZINER. 
H. Res. 882: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H. Res. 1069: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H. Res. 1127: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H. Res. 1148: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H. Res. 1317: Mr. LALOTA. 

H. Res. 1374: Ms. LEE of Florida and Mr. 
BOST. 

H. Res. 1386: Ms. BROWN, Ms. CHU, and Mr. 
HUFFMAN. 

H. Res. 1394: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. 
H. Res. 1418: Mr. PETERS. 
H. Res. 1419: Mrs. HAYES, Ms. BUDZINSKI, 

Ms. BALINT, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and Mr. 
ALLRED. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY MR. MCCAUL 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs in H.R. 
9456, the Protecting American Agriculture 
from Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024, do not 
contain any congressional earmarks, limited 
tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as de-
fined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY MRS. RODGERS 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce in 
H.R. 9456, Protecting American Agriculture 
from Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024, do not 
contain any congressional earmarks, limited 
tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as de-
fined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY MR. MCHENRY 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Financial Services in H.R. 
9456, the Protecting American Agriculture from 
Foreign Adversaries Act, do not contain any 
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in 
clause 9 of rule XXI. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a Senator from the 
State of Illinois. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord God, the center of our 

joy. Thank you for a safe return to 
Capitol Hill and for more opportunities 
to strengthen our Nation and world. 
Remind our lawmakers that You con-
tinue to stand in the shadows, ensuring 
the success of Your prevailing provi-
dence. 

Lord, may these servants of freedom 
in the upper Chamber of our legislative 
branch never forget that their times 
are in Your hands, for You are able to 
accomplish more than they can ask or 
imagine. 

Permit these thoughts to provide 
them with peace that the world can 
neither give or take away. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, September 9, 2024. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a 
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. DUCKWORTH thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The clerk read the nomination of 
Adam B. Abelson, of Maryland, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Maryland. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

KENTUCKY SHOOTINGS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I need to begin today by addressing a 
shooting that took place along I–75 in 
southeastern Kentucky this past week-
end. My office is in close contact with 
local law enforcement as their search 
for the perpetrator continues. 

Elaine and I are grateful for their 
swift efforts to protect the surrounding 
communities, and we are holding those 
who were injured in this senseless vio-
lence in our prayers. 

AUGUST WORK PERIOD 

Madam President, on an entirely dif-
ferent matter, I would like to welcome 
everyone back from the August State 
work period. Hearing from the people 
we represent is what allows us to be ef-
fective here. So I know our colleagues 
will agree that the time we spent back 
home last month was particularly val-
uable. 

Unsurprisingly, the issues I heard 
about across Kentucky are familiar to 
millions of American families. In 
Daviess County, I heard about how 
small family farms are struggling to 
stay afloat amid rising costs. 

Of course, historic inflation hasn’t 
just hit our Nation’s growers and pro-
ducers. From Pikeville to Hopkinsville, 
job creators and working families are 
bearing the brunt of the Biden-Harris 
administration’s reckless spending. 

I also heard from Kentucky farmers 
who are waiting for Congress to act on 
the farm bill—legislation for which the 
Democratic majority has yet to secure 
a single minute of floor time. 

In my hometown of Louisville, I 
spoke with legislators about the regu-
latory costs that are crippling State 
leaders and Main Street alike. Today, 
navigating the maze of redtape from 
Washington nearly requires a black 
belt in bureaucratic politics. 

And, finally, I heard from Kentucky’s 
brave servicemembers as we celebrated 
the first newly renovated barracks fa-
cility to open at Fort Campbell. 

I was proud to work with Army lead-
ers to modernize 11 barracks that have 
stood untouched for nearly half a cen-
tury. In just one year, we accomplished 
what would have taken close to a dec-
ade to finish. 

As I have said time and time again, 
rebuilding American hard power starts 
here at home in projects just like this, 
modernizing our capabilities, rebuild-
ing the arsenal of democracy, and 
equipping America’s servicemembers 
to keep us safe. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY 

Madam President, now, on a related 
matter, the challenges facing an Amer-
ican-led order and American interests 
around the world are no less serious 
nor less connected than they were the 
last time the Senate convened. 

Last week, Iran was expected to 
transfer ballistic missiles to Russia in 
a major expansion of its support for 
Putin’s war in Ukraine. The PRC is 
ranking up its destabilizing provo-
cations in the South China Sea, and 
Russia, for its part, continues to court 
the fealty of senior officials from a 
NATO ally, Hungary. 

And our adversaries’ advances have 
been compounded by the West’s own in-
action, distraction, and astonishing 
lapses in moral clarity. 

In recent days, the head of UNRWA, 
whose employees participated in the 
slaughter of Jews on October 7, insisted 
that deserved criticism of his organiza-
tion’s complicity in terrorism was 
itself tantamount to ‘‘a weapon’’ in the 
world. 

The Foreign Secretary of the United 
Kingdom’s new government announced 
that a suspension of some 30 licenses of 
military aid to Israel, just as the 
world’s only Jewish State buried hos-
tages—including a young American cit-
izen—that were murdered in cold blood 
by Hamas. 

This step—and calls for similar re-
striction on our own assistance—vali-
date the terrorist strategy and broad-
cast the weakness of our resolve. 

And in a bizarre public message, even 
by its own standards, the Biden-Harris 
administration urged the Houthi ter-
rorists holding international commerce 
hostage in the Red Sea to think— 
think—about the consequences of their 
blockade for the environment. 

Needless to say, with August behind 
us, Congress’s own unfinished business 
has become even more glaring. The 
President’s meager defense budget re-
quest is already an insufficient start-
ing point for top line funding discus-
sions when they began literally months 
ago. 

Today, constraints on Congress’s 
ability to provide for the common de-
fense are even more dangerous and de-
mands for parity with nondefense dis-
cretionary spending even more reck-
less. 

Meanwhile, continued failure to proc-
ess the must-pass National Defense Au-
thorization Act puts the lie to any sug-
gestion that the Senate Democratic 
majority is focused on urgent business. 

The authoritarians conspiring to sup-
plant American-led peace and pros-
perity did not ease up while the Senate 
was in recess. Our adversaries are re-
solved to exploit American weakness 
and hesitate. And we have given them 
quite enough. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois. 

MUHAMMAD YUNUS 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, it 

was over 20 years ago when I was a 
Member of the House of Representa-

tives that one of my colleagues Mike 
Synar, then a Congressman from Okla-
homa, asked me if I would like to join 
him on a trip. 

I said: Where do you want to go, 
Mike? I’m not all that popular back 
home in my district, so you better pick 
a place that we can explain. He said: I 
am going to take you to a place that 
no one will ever complain about. I 
would like you to go with me to Ban-
gladesh. 

I said: Where is that? He said: I will 
show you. And off we went to Ban-
gladesh halfway around the world. It 
was a great trip. It is a poor country 
that has been through a lot of political 
turmoil. It has had more than its share 
of natural disasters, and they are a re-
markable people. 

During the course of that trip, I was 
introduced to an economics professor 
at the university. He was an inter-
esting character. He would come up 
with a theory that he thought would 
help the poorest people on earth. It was 
known as microcredit, and he created 
something called the Grameen Bank, 
the people’s bank. 

And, basically, what he set out to do 
was to prove that you could loan a 
small amount of money to the poorest 
people on earth and dramatically 
change their lives. 

They would pay it back, and they 
would start to be more constructive, 
more profitable in what they were 
doing. It was just a theory at the time, 
but he is starting to prove it. We kept 
in touch after leaving that visit, and I 
watched over the years as he expanded 
the concept. 

Pretty soon, there were cell phones 
in these tiny little villages in Ban-
gladesh. One person would own a cell 
phone and sell minutes on the phone 
for people to call in to the nearest city 
to see if this was the right time to 
bring their produce to market. 

His name was Muhammad Yunus, and 
he caught the attention not just of this 
Congressman—now a Senator—but he 
caught the attention of the world. 
When it was all said and done, he re-
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
work in economics. 

I thought he was extraordinary and 
should be recognized here as well, so I 
led the effort with the late Senator 
Mike Enzi and Congressman RUSH Holt 
to award the Congressional Gold Medal 
to this remarkable economics pro-
fessor—Dr. Muhammad Yunus. He was 
sometimes known as the ‘‘Banker to 
the Poor’’ after he received the Nobel 
Prize. 

He pioneered microlending as a 
groundbreaking method of helping 
some of the world’s poorest people. He 
recognized that, just with a little bit of 
money in hand, many people could lift 
themselves out of poverty, but tradi-
tional banks wouldn’t lend small sums 
to the poor, particularly the women 
who were poor. Banks saw such loans 
as too risky, not profitable, and unwor-
thy. 

Dr. Yunus never gave up. He saw 
things differently, with incredible re-

sults. Through his Grameen Bank, he 
proved that microlending could be done 
collateral-free and investing in poor 
women actually paid off. In fact, most 
of Grameen Bank’s loans have gone to 
poor women who rise from terrible pov-
erty to become small business people. 

I have seen the results of that inno-
vative approach all over the world now, 
including a visit to a ramshackle hut 
in Uganda, where I met three mothers 
who were working in a local market. I 
asked them, through an interpreter, 
how microcredit had changed their 
lives. One woman said: ‘‘My knees have 
gone soft.’’ I didn’t understand what 
she meant. I asked her to explain. 

She said: Before I got my microcredit 
loan, which gave me a chance to go to 
the market and make a little money, I 
used to have to crawl on my knees to 
beg my husband for money to feed the 
children. I don’t have to crawl any-
more. My knees have gone soft. 

I will never forget that exchange. 
In recent decades, more than 140 mil-

lion people on 5 continents have re-
ceived microloans with incredible re-
payment rates and success. Quite sim-
ply, Dr. Muhammad Yunus’s ideas 
changed the World and helped to earn 
him that Nobel Peace Prize. 

Tragically, his ideas also earned him 
the wrath of the Bangladeshi Prime 
Minister, Sheikh Hasina, whose gov-
ernment harassed Dr. Yunus for years 
with questionable legal charges and 
threatened jail time. 

So imagine my surprise last month— 
just a few weeks ago, during this 
break. Hasina finally resigned as Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh amidst massive 
public protest, and the students who 
were leading the protest demanded 
that the leader of their country be 
none other than Dr. Muhammad Yunus, 
the same economics professor I met 
more than 20 years ago. They asked 
him to create a caretaker government 
and hold new elections, which he is in 
the process of doing. 

I called him on the phone when I 
heard of his good fortune and the fact 
that he is now the leader of that na-
tion. I asked him what I could do to 
help, and he said: We need so much 
help to stabilize the economy and move 
forward with this poor nation. I will be 
coming to the United Nations in the 
next few weeks. 

I hope to get the chance to see him. 
I hope he can make it down here to 
Washington. 

He was upbeat. He believes the people 
of that country are prepared now to 
rise to this historic opportunity. 

I am going to offer my full support to 
him today. I believe in him. I did 20 
years ago, and I do today. I urge Presi-
dent Biden to support him as well. I 
know Dr. Yunus has the best interest 
of the Bangladeshi people at heart and 
will do his utmost in this challenging 
time. 

ISRAEL 

Madam President, on another topic, 
last weekend we learned of even more 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:51 Sep 10, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G09SE6.002 S09SEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5865 September 9, 2024 
heartbreak in the Middle East—specifi-
cally, that six innocent Israeli hos-
tages had been executed by Hamas, 
even as the talks were ongoing for 
their release. 

One of them was a young man in the 
prime of his life. We met his parents. 
He had ties to our State of Illinois— 
Hersh Goldberg-Polin. He was one of 
the young people at the music festival 
on October 7, in Israel, during the hei-
nous Hamas attack that sparked so 
much death and destruction. He lost 
part of his arm trying to protect the 
others who were taken hostage from a 
grenade, only to find himself being 
taken as a hostage. 

His parents, Rachel and Jon, spent 
the next 329 days of his captivity criss-
crossing the globe on a desperate effort 
to save their son and end this ghastly 
war. Can there be a crueler fate for a 
parent than suffering the daily plea 
and waiting for a horribly injured 
child’s release? 

Hersh is no longer with us, but the 
heroic lengths his mom and dad made 
to save him touched many of us deeply, 
including me. 

The fate of these six hostages and the 
ongoing suffering and violence of the 
region are reminders of something that 
I said early in the conflict: Israel would 
be wise to learn from the United 
States’ mistakes after 9/11 in respond-
ing amid unimaginable rage and pain. 

I believe this lesson has been lost on 
the current Israeli Prime Minister, 
who, with each passing day, seems to 
step deeper into the pernicious and 
ruthless trap set by Hamas. He seems 
to have no long-term plan for stability. 
He has failed to secure the release of 
the hostages. He has created a terrible, 
terrible humanitarian crisis in Gaza, 
and appears more concerned with his 
far-right coalition’s survival than a 
viable path forward. 

Let me be clear. There are those in 
the region who want to destroy Israel, 
and that nation has a right to exist and 
a right to defend itself. But I worry its 
current Prime Minister is pursuing a 
highly counterproductive strategy. He 
is alienating allies in the region and 
abroad who want to help with a path 
forward. He is creating even more suf-
fering and animosity among the Pales-
tinian people and pursuing political 
survival above all else. 

Or as Middle East expert Tom Fried-
man recently wrote: 

Netanyahu has one interest: his own imme-
diate political survival, even if it under-
mines Israel’s long-term survival. 

Or the former Mossad chief, Meir 
Dagan, who, before his death some 
years ago, concluded that Israel, over 
the decades ‘‘achieved a long string of 
impressive tactical successes but disas-
trous strategic failure.’’ 

It is long overdue that both sides 
reach an agreement on a cease-fire that 
leads to the release of the remaining 
hostages, greater humanitarian access, 
and a long-term, two-state vision that 
allows for both Israelis and Palestin-
ians to live safely and in dignity. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The majority leader is recognized. 

SENATE WORK PERIOD 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

welcome back. 
The Senate gavels back into session 

after a busy and productive August 
work period. I wish to extend a ‘‘wel-
come back’’ to all my colleagues. I 
hope everyone’s time back home was 
well spent. 

Last week, I traveled across Upstate 
New York and New York City listening 
to New Yorkers from all walks of life 
and holding events about lowering pre-
scription drug costs, implementing the 
infrastructure law, and all the ways 
Democrats are delivering for the Amer-
ican people. 
WELCOMING SENATE-DESIGNATE GEORGE HELMY 

Madam President, now that we are 
back, our first order of business will be 
to swear in the newest Member of this 
body, George Helmy, selected to rep-
resent the people of New Jersey until 
they choose a new Senator this Novem-
ber. 

New Jersey couldn’t have a better 
caretaker for the next few months. 
Senator-designate Helmy’s career has 
been wholly dedicated to service. He 
was a longtime Senate staffer for both 
the late Senator Frank Lautenberg and 
Senator CORY BOOKER and served as 
chief of staff to the Governor of New 
Jersey. George Helmy knows New Jer-
sey like the back of his hand. 

When he is sworn in later today, he 
will be escorted by none other than his 
former boss, Senator CORY BOOKER. It 
is a proud moment for them as well as 
for all of George’s family. 

Finally, Senator-designate Helmy’s 
brief tenure will be historic. He will be 
the first-ever member of the Coptic Or-
thodox Church to serve in the Senate. 
The Coptic Church is one of the oldest 
institutions in all of Christianity, dat-
ing back to the first century, when the 
Apostle Mark evangelized in Egypt. 

Today, there are at least half a mil-
lion Coptic Americans living in the 
United States, with large communities 
in New Jersey and in my home State of 
New York. Today, one of them will join 
this great body. 

I thank George for answering the call 
of service. We wish him nothing but 
success and are ready to assist him 
however necessary in the weeks and 
months to come. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Madam President, now on the CR, 

the Senate is back in session for what 
will be three very busy, fast-paced, and 
consequential few weeks. 

This afternoon, we will hold our first 
vote on cloture on the nomination of 
Adam Abelson to be a district judge for 
the District of Maryland. 

For the information of Senators, I 
have also filed cloture on the nomina-
tion of Jeannette Vargas to be a dis-
trict judge for the Southern District of 
New York. 

For the rest of the week and for the 
rest of the work period, we will be con-
firming more of President Biden’s out-
standing judicial nominees. 

And now, as everyone knows, one of 
the most important things we must do 
this work period is avoid a government 
shutdown. Today is September 9. Fund-
ing for the Federal Government will 
expire in 21 days unless Republicans 
work with Democrats on a temporary 
extension. 

As has been done time and time 
again, keeping the government open 
will require bipartisanship. Keeping 
the government open will mean no poi-
son pills or reckless partisan posturing. 
And keeping the government open will 
mean tuning out the bully tactics of 
the hard right. 

Sadly, our House Republican coun-
terparts are not off to a promising 
start. Last week, House Republicans 
released, without even consulting the 
Democratic leaders of the House and 
Senate or the President, a 6-month CR 
that is transparently unserious and 
seemingly designed for scoring polit-
ical points instead of avoiding a shut-
down. In fact, it is so unserious that 
the White House has already issued a 
veto threat. 

It is a shame that the House of Rep-
resentatives is once again wasting time 
catering to the hard right instead of 
doing the hard work of responsible, bi-
partisan governance. Speaker JOHN-
SON’S slapdash continuing resolution 
isn’t a serious effort to fund our gov-
ernment. If House Republicans were se-
rious, they would sit down and craft a 
bill in a bipartisan fashion—consulting 
with me, the House Democratic leader, 
and the White House—and they would 
craft a bill that, in a bipartisan fash-
ion, would actually achieve our com-
mon goal of funding the government. 

If House Republicans were serious, 
they would not kick the can down the 
road for half a year, jeopardizing our 
military readiness and troop pay and 
interrupting critical domestic invest-
ments. If House Republicans were seri-
ous, they would work across the aisle 
to craft a CR that does not allow a 
lapse of critical healthcare programs 
like community health centers. They 
would work with the Senate to make 
sure we extend vital programs that 
protect our border and our economy, 
like E-Verify and H–2B visas. 

If House Republicans were serious, 
they would work with Democrats to 
avoid the farm bill expiration in De-
cember and prevent the horrible dairy 
cliff that would so hurt our farmers. If 
the funding provided by the farm bill 
expires before we act, thousands of 
dairy farmers could be very seriously 
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harmed and put in real jeopardy, and it 
would send costs straight up the roof 
for consumers on a whole lot of agri-
cultural-based goods. 

So the House Republicans’ CR is sim-
ply unserious. It is pure partisan pos-
turing. 

Democrats will do everything we can 
to avoid a Republican-manufactured 
shutdown. We are ready to work on a 
bipartisan bill that will keep the gov-
ernment open. Any extraneous provi-
sions that hinder that goal should be 
set aside. 

Despite all this, Speaker JOHNSON 
knows deep down that he needs to work 
with Democrats to get anything done 
because that has been true this entire 
time. And it is a good sign, Madam 
President, that the Johnson CR finally 
accepts the bipartisan top-line spend-
ing agreement I reached with him 
months ago, as part of the deal to pre-
vent a default. It is clear that any final 
agreement will maintain that funding 
level. 

So let’s stop wasting time and put to-
gether a bipartisan funding plan that 
fulfills our obligations to prevent a 
costly and unnecessary Republican 
government shutdown. 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 
Madam President, now on the work 

period, everyone knows that an elec-
tion is just around the corner, but Sen-
ators still have a responsibility to 
make progress wherever possible on bi-
partisan issues that will help the 
American people. There is much we can 
still accomplish if Republicans give us 
their cooperation and keep alive the bi-
partisan momentum that we had in 
July when we passed KOSA and 
COPPA. 

There is more work to do on the 
NDAA, on rail safety, on lowering the 
cost of insulin and prescription drugs, 
on artificial intelligence, and on keep-
ing healthcare costs low. We may not 
be able to get all these things done be-
fore the election, but I urge my col-
leagues to make the most of this work 
period so we can set ourselves up for 
success for the rest of the year. 

Bipartisan compromise is hard— 
harder these days than it has been in 
the past—but we have seen time and 
time again in these last 2 years that it 
can be done. Bipartisanship has pre-
vented pointless and painful govern-
ment shutdowns. Bipartisanship saved 
the full faith and credit of the United 
States. Bipartisanship has rescued 
Ukraine from defeat on the battlefield. 
Bipartisanship led to the monumental 
passage of the Kids Online Safety legis-
lation, and I strongly urge the House to 
take up KOSA and COPPA as soon as 
possible. Bipartisanship has kept our 
airports running safely and delivered 
disaster relief and humanitarian aid for 
innocent civilians in Gaza and around 
the world and more. 

I know many Senators on both sides 
still want bipartisanship to continue as 
much as possible for as long as pos-
sible. We will have our fierce disagree-
ments in the weeks to come, but that 

doesn’t change or diminish this respon-
sibility we all have to ensure that the 
American people are taken care of. So 
let’s continue. 

HIGH-SPEED RAIL 
Madam President, now on high-speed 

rail, finally, I just came down from a 
great event in Horseheads, NY, in the 
southern tier of the Appalachians, on 
the New York-Pennsylvania border, 
where very soon the next chapter of 
American high-speed rail is going to be 
written. It is a historic day for Upstate 
New York, for the Southern Tier, and 
for the entire country. 

High-speed rail jobs are coming to 
Horseheads, where Siemens Mobility 
has heeded my call to build a first-of- 
its-kind manufacturing facility in 
Chemung County. This facility will 
create up to 300 new, good-paying jobs 
and, more specifically, union jobs. 

Not long ago, high-speed rail seemed 
like a dream in this country, but be-
cause of the infrastructure law I led in 
the Senate, it is becoming a reality. 

On the west coast, work is underway 
to bring high-speed rail to serve com-
muters between Las Vegas and South-
ern California, thanks to the incredible 
work of my friend JACKY ROSEN. To 
make this project a reality, we need a 
new fleet of state-of-the-art passenger 
trains that can travel up to 220 miles 
per hour. Siemens Mobility had a num-
ber of options for where they could 
manufacture these trains, but I pushed 
and prodded and urged Siemens Mobil-
ity to choose Upstate New York to 
take advantage of our great workers 
and facilities and strong transit supply 
chains. After a lot of pressure, Siemens 
Mobility heeded my call. To the people 
of the Southern Tier, good-paying rail 
jobs are on the way. 

I thank President Biden not only for 
helping us pass the bipartisan infra-
structure bill but also for overseeing 
his Cabinet, including the great work 
of the Transportation Department and 
Secretary Buttigieg, to make sure all 
of our great plans that were passed in 
that legislation are now being imple-
mented. This is one great example. 

Today’s announcement is the Demo-
cratic agenda in action. This project is 
going to receive billions from the bi-
partisan infrastructure law of the Sen-
ate. It is going to take a million cars 
off the road in the long run, and it is 
going to promote good-paying union 
jobs. 

The bottom line is this: It is my 
dream to make New York’s Southern 
Tier the No. 1 transit ecosystem in 
America. Today’s announcement helps 
make that dream come true. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

IOWA COUNTY MEETINGS 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 

as Iowans have come to expect of this 
Senator, in August, I finished my an-
nual 99 county meetings, holding at 
least one Q&A meeting in every county 
across my home State. I have kept up 
this tradition for 44 years in a row. The 
hallmark of my meetings is hour-long 
question and answer sessions. No ques-
tion is off limits. 

This year, a third of my meetings 
were open town meetings, and the rest 
were hosted by high schools, small 
businesses, service clubs, farmers, and 
hospitals throughout the State. 

Ever since I started my meetings in 
1981, the variety of meetings has been 
the same. I want to hear from a cross- 
section of the population, and the best 
way to do that is to go to them where 
they work, study, and raise their fami-
lies. No matter the setting, the format 
is the same. Iowans set the agenda. 

During the course of my travels, I 
have learned about businesses that I 
never knew existed. I have come to the 
conclusion that that is the case be-
cause Iowans don’t brag enough about 
what goes on in our State, particularly 
in some of the businesses that I have 
learned about. 

I have observed the hard work and in-
genuity of Iowa workers on the factory 
floors, where they put together, for in-
stance, trailer beds. I learned about in-
fant formula being made in the town of 
Allerton, population: 430. 

The heart and might of rural Amer-
ica are inspiring, although they don’t 
come without hardships, especially as 
Iowans face low commodity prices and 
the absence of a new 5-year farm bill. 

One purpose of my meetings is to 
keep my finger on the pulse of Iowans 
and the issues that impact them the 
most. This year, I was struck by the 
number of people who told me about 
the high cost of living, how it is mak-
ing it hard to put food on the table and 
how it makes it hard to pay their util-
ity bills. Iowans are hurting from the 
high cost of food at the grocery store— 
up 21 percent since President Biden and 
Vice President HARRIS took office. 

Iowans ask about illegal immigrants 
flooding across our border. For the last 
31⁄2 years, they see migrants crossing 
the Rio Grande. They see it on tele-
vision almost every night. That has 
added up to the tune of about 10 mil-
lion people on the Biden-Harris watch. 

Long before I came to Congress, a 
law was passed to make entering our 
country without our country’s permis-
sion illegal. Iowans can’t make sense of 
the open border policies of the Biden- 
Harris administration. They implore 
me to secure our border and to protect 
American citizens. Protecting the 
American people is the No. 1 responsi-
bility of the Federal Government. Un-
fortunately, we have a President who is 
not upholding his oath to faithfully 
execute the laws. 

At a town meeting, someone from the 
back of the room will often shout: How 
come you guys in Washington, DC, 
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can’t do something about the problem 
at the border? 

My answer: There is too much par-
tisanship, but Republicans and Demo-
crats work together a lot more than 
you would think. 

I am fighting for the family farmer 
and the 57,000 jobs in the biofuel indus-
try in my State by pushing to make 
E15 permanent year-round, alongside 
colleagues across the aisle from Illinois 
and Minnesota. 

Or take my work with Senator CANT-
WELL to rein in pharmacy benefit man-
agers—PBMs, we call them in this 
town. An attendee at my Osceola town 
meeting told me their medicine went 
up from $300 to $1,000. When you tack 
this on top of the inflation of the last 
3 years, you can understand the pain in 
their eyes when they plead with me to 
lower the cost of prescription drugs. It 
is one of my top priorities, and I am 
not going to give up until the job is 
done. 

Too often, Americans feel Congress 
doesn’t understand the challenges fac-
ing their families. The best way to re-
duce this cynicism is to look your con-
stituents in the eye and listen to them. 
For more than four decades, that is 
what I have done. 

Once I have hit all 99 counties, you 
may think that is the end of my tour-
ing the State and listening to Iowans, 
but I look forward to many more Q&As 
between now and the end of this year. 

Representative government is a two- 
way street. Those of us elected are one- 
half of that process and our constitu-
ents, the other half of that process. 
Dialogue is the essence of representa-
tive government. I believe my 44-year 
track record shows my commitment to 
holding up my end of the bargain. 

I want to thank every Iowan who 
comes to my county meetings. For 
those who can’t get to the meetings, I 
remind Iowans my door is always open. 
That most often happens by people 
sending me emails, calling my office, 
or writing a letter. I want to tell them, 
as I do at every meeting, you will get 
a response. And if you don’t get a re-
sponse, let me know because you are 
entitled to an answer. And if I promise 
you an answer, I want to make sure 
you get one. 

I look forward to starting my 45th 
year of holding my 99 county meetings 
when 2025 comes around. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Texas. 
BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, this 
week, the Senate returns from the Au-
gust State work period. That is what 
we call the period of time when we are 
not here in Washington, DC, doing our 
job. 

But the truth is, we really haven’t 
been in session very much here in DC 
for a long, long time, and September is 
no exception. When we are in session 
here typically these days, it seems like 
we are in session for 21⁄2 days while the 
rest of America works at least 40 hours 

a week and many of my constituents in 
Texas work much longer hours than 
that. 

Senator SCHUMER, who sets the 
schedule here in the U.S. Senate, has 
had us working—well, generously— 
about half time. I won’t mince words. 
This Democratic Senate is on a colli-
sion course with itself, and the Repub-
licans have been ringing the alarm bell 
for months. 

After Leader SCHUMER’s summer of 
show votes and months spent on Presi-
dent Biden’s controversial and often 
unqualified nominees, the Senate will 
be in session just 11 more days—11 
more days—in September. And we face 
an impossible to-do list. 

But it is by design. It is no surprise 
to anyone. Some of what is on this list 
is some of the most basic tasks of gov-
erning. That is what we are supposed to 
be doing here. But I am not confident 
we will be able to even get that done in 
a timely manner. 

The first on my list is the National 
Defense Authorization Act, something 
we have done more than 60 years in a 
row. The Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee did its job in a bipartisan fash-
ion, and they completed their work 
weeks before we adjourned. But what 
did Leader SCHUMER decide to do? He 
declined to bring the bill to the floor, 
opting, instead, to have our last vote of 
the work period to be an unserious ef-
fort at sweeping tax legislation that 
was never even marked up in the Sen-
ate Finance Committee. He knew it 
wouldn’t pass, but that wasn’t his pur-
pose. It was just a show vote. 

In contrast, this Defense authoriza-
tion bill has gone through a bipartisan 
process that included hearings, mark-
ups, and hundreds of amendments. 
Chairman REED, a Democrat, Ranking 
Member WICKER, a Republican, and our 
colleagues on the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee have done their job. 
They put countless hours into this cru-
cial legislation, which will help mod-
ernize our Nation’s defense and support 
our volunteer servicemembers and 
their families. But the majority leader 
gave them the Heisman, hampering our 
military’s ability to plan ahead and ad-
dress the myriad threats that we face 
from every corner of the globe. 

I join those who say we have never 
had a more dangerous time in this 
world we live since World War II. And 
you would think the Defense authoriza-
tion bill—which would focus specifi-
cally on maintaining our military su-
periority and deterring aggression— 
you would think that would be top of 
the list of things to do. But not in this 
Senate. 

The Defense authorization bill de-
serves to be the No. 1 priority of this 
Chamber, as it has been for more than 
six decades. And it needs to come to 
the floor as soon as possible. Anything 
less is an affront to the men and 
women who put their lives on the line 
for our safety, both here at home and 
abroad. 

Unfortunately, that is not the only 
train headed down the tracks. We need 

to pass a government funding bill be-
fore the end of the month. This is part 
of the predictable shutdown drama 
that seems to eat up so much time here 
in Washington, DC—unnecessarily, I 
might add. There is no reason to do 
this, except the cause is putting every-
thing off to the end, not in the interest 
of transparency or the interest of a 
regular process that our constituents 
can watch and comment on. This is 
trying to jam spending—about $1.5 tril-
lion of spending—through without 
going through the normal appropria-
tions process. 

Despite the Democratic leader’s light 
summer schedule, the Appropriations 
Committee again has done its work in 
a bipartisan fashion. Good for them. As 
of today, they passed all but one of the 
annual funding bills. 

Again, congratulations to the bipar-
tisan partnership of Chairman MURRAY 
and Vice Chair COLLINS. We have a 
great place to start voting on these 
bills. We had one starting back in July 
if we had been given an opportunity. 
But the majority leader, as we all 
know, is the only one who can schedule 
floor votes in the Senate, and he 
showed zero interest in doing so then, 
and he doesn’t seem to be particularly 
interested in taking up this bipartisan 
committee product any time soon. 

So we will see more of what we saw 
earlier this year when the majority 
leader, the Senator from New York, 
this Schumer-led Senate passed the fis-
cal year 2024 bill halfway through the 
fiscal year. This is no way to run a 
railroad or the Nation and world’s 
greatest deliberative body. 

I hope we can turn to passing these 
bipartisan appropriation bills as soon 
as possible. Keeping the lights on, pay-
ing the bills, is the most basic function 
of the government. 

But, yes, there is even more on our 
to-do list. We have a looming deadline 
of September 30 to pass the farm bill. I 
was glad to have a chance to go to the 
Rio Grande Valley, one of the most 
prolific parts of the State of Texas 
when it comes to growing agriculture— 
agriculture then that is exported to the 
rest of the country and around the 
world. 

Ranking Member BOOZMAN joined me 
in the Rio Grande Valley. Of course, we 
know him as a fierce champion for 
American agriculture. I was glad to 
travel with him to McAllen and Mis-
sion, TX. We listened to farmers and 
ranchers about the importance of pass-
ing a timely and strong farm bill. 

But the majority leader’s schedule— 
or lack thereof—can’t stand in the way 
of making progress on something like 
this. We depend on our agricultural in-
dustry to put food on the table and 
clothes on our back. They deserve some 
predictability, some certainty—not 
just another can kicked down the road. 

The Democratic-led Congress has 
been one of inaction. We wasted enor-
mous amounts of time turning what 
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should be a marathon into an unneces-
sary sprint. Strengthening our na-
tional defense, ensuring the govern-
ment pays the bills, supporting our ag-
riculture sector—these are the ABCs of 
governing, and we are not doing it. 

Now 11 more legislative days remain 
to get that work done. It is an impos-
sible schedule, but it is completely by 
design and completely preventable. 
Leaving this work until the end of the 
year and taking yet another break for 
the month of October so Democrats can 
campaign is not a way to govern. 

The American people look to Wash-
ington, in particular the U.S. Congress, 
and they see dysfunction. They know 
things aren’t working the way they 
should, but that is because of a failure 
of leadership starting right here in the 
U.S. Senate. I hope, as a result, they 
will choose new management come No-
vember. 

Madam President, this Chamber isn’t 
the only place that Democratic dys-
function is on full display. I spoke a 
few months ago about the Biden-Harris 
administration’s Department of Edu-
cation bungling the rollout of this 
year’s Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid, or FAFSA. Every young 
person who is going to college needs to 
fill out a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid, or they may not be able 
to go to the school they want to go to. 
They may not be able to afford it. This 
document determines the financial aid 
students will receive through loans, 
grants, scholarships, and work-study 
programs. It can determine not only 
the college that you choose or can af-
ford but whether college education 
itself is even financially feasible. 

This year, that critical information 
was delayed unnecessarily, putting 
young Texans’ dreams on hold. The 
Biden-Harris Department of Education 
was nearly 3 months behind on releas-
ing what they claim was their new and 
improved FAFSA. Some students 
couldn’t complete the FAFSA at all 
due to technical glitches. Again, more 
dysfunction, more bungling. The re-
sult, FAFSA completion rates in Texas 
were down by nearly 9 percent, or al-
most 30,000 students, compared to last 
year—worse than during the pandemic. 

Now, these aren’t just numbers on a 
page. These are young Texans who now 
find themselves unsure how or if they 
will be able to go to college or, at least, 
the one they want to go to. 

Last month, the Texas Tribune told 
the story of a young Texas A&M sopho-
more who didn’t find out that her fi-
nancial aid package was actually cut 
by $10,000 until July, after she had al-
ready enrolled in classes and signed up 
for on-campus housing. 

Now she says she will have to limit 
herself to eating just one meal a day at 
the dining hall, allowing herself two on 
the days when she gets particularly 
hungry. 

This is the real-life cost of the Biden- 
Harris administration’s ineptitude, and 
it is a huge disservice to these young 
people who are just starting out on 

their college education and pursuing a 
career and their dreams. Texas stu-
dents and our workforce will feel the 
impact of this disastrous FAFSA proc-
ess and the downstream effects for 
years to come. 

Now, the Biden administration hopes 
that there is so much going on that no-
body will notice, but I guarantee these 
young people who are being denied 
their dreams and access to the grants 
and financial aid they need in order to 
pick their college, they are noticing, as 
well as their families. But the adminis-
tration hopes that people won’t hear or 
read complaints from students and 
their families. 

Well, my hope is that these students 
and their families continue to tell 
their stories and that the media keeps 
covering them. This is a scandal, noth-
ing more and nothing less, and parents 
of college-age students should think 
twice before giving this administration 
another chance to make a mess of their 
children’s future yet again. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-

LER). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Chair lays before the Senate a certifi-
cate of appointment to fill the unex-
pired term created by the resignation 
of former Senator Robert Menendez of 
New Jersey. 

The certificate, the Chair is advised, 
is in the form suggested by the Senate. 

Hearing no objection, the reading of 
the certificate will be waived, and it 
will be printed in full in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the certifi-
cate was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT 

To the President of the Senate of the United 
States: 

This is to certify that, pursuant to the 
power vested in me by the Constitution of 
the United States and the laws of the State 
of New Jersey, I, Philip D. Murphy, the Gov-
ernor of New Jersey, do hereby appoint 
George S. Helmy, a Senator from New Jersey 
to represent New Jersey in the Senate of the 
United States until the vacancy therein 
caused by the resignation of Senator Robert 
Menendez, effective August 20, 2024, is filled 
by election as provided by law. 

Witness: His excellency our Governor, 
Philip D. Murphy, and our seal hereto affixed 
at Trenton this 23rd day of August, in the 
year of our Lord 2024. 

By the Governor: 
PHILIP D. MURPHY, 

Governor. 
Attest: 

TAHESHA L. WAY, 
Secretary of State. 

[State Seal Affixed] 

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF 
OFFICE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the 
Senator-designate will now present 
himself at the desk, the Chair will ad-
minister the oath of office. 

The Senator-designate, George S. 
Helmy, escorted by Mr. BOOKER, ad-
vanced to the desk of the President pro 
tempore; the oath prescribed by law 
was administered to him by the Presi-
dent pro tempore; and he subscribed to 
the oath in the Official Oath Book. 

Mr. BOOKER. Congratulations. 
(Applause, Senators rising.) 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

majority leader is recognized. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

just want to say a word of congratula-
tions to our new Senator. I spoke on 
the floor earlier. He is going to be a 
great addition, and it is another ceiling 
being broken. He is the first member of 
the Coptic Church to become a Senator 
in the United States of America, one of 
the oldest Christian denominations 
ever. So welcome. 

Mr. HELMY. Thank you. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 780. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Mary Kay Lanthier, of 
Vermont, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Vermont. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
cloture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 780, Mary 
Kay Lanthier, of Vermont, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of 
Vermont. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Laphonza R. But-
ler, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Chris Van Hollen, Ben Ray 
Luján, Brian Schatz, Thomas R. Car-
per, Margaret Wood Hassan, Chris-
topher Murphy, Tammy Duckworth, 
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Tina Smith, Jack Reed, Patty Murray, 
Amy Klobuchar. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 781. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). The question is on agreeing to 
the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Laura Margarete Provinzino, 
of Minnesota, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Min-
nesota. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 781, Laura 
Margarete Provinzino, of Minnesota, to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of Minnesota. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Laphonza R. But-
ler, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Chris Van Hollen, Ben Ray 
Luján, Brian Schatz, Thomas R. Car-
per, Margaret Wood Hassan, Chris-
topher Murphy, Tammy Duckworth, 
Tina Smith, Jack Reed, Patty Murray, 
Amy Klobuchar. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask consent that the mandatory 
quorum calls for the cloture motions 
filed today, September 9, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Kansas. 
NATIONAL INTEREST ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION 

CORRIDOR 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I, 
like many of my colleagues, spent a lot 
of time in our home States during the 

month of August and early September, 
and I am ready to come back and go to 
work. I am pleased to report that I had 
a number of conversations about things 
that we are doing and not doing with 
the citizens of the State of Kansas. 

I traveled from east to west and 
north to south, from Elwood in the 
northeast corner to Sedan in southeast 
Kansas, to St. Francis and Sharon 
Springs in the far western part of our 
State, southwest corner, to Liberal, 
KS. 

And I rise today to speak on behalf of 
many Kansans on a couple of topics. I 
would tell my colleagues: Many of my 
constituents are angry and afraid of 
potentially losing their homes, farms, 
and businesses, and their land as a re-
sult of the Department of Energy’s pro-
posed National Interest Electric Trans-
mission Corridor. 

During August, Kansans from across 
the State—but particularly those who 
are in line for this corridor—raised 
their concerns with me about this pro-
posal and that it would give way to a 
large-scale Federal Government inter-
vention in rural America, in rural Kan-
sas. 

One women in Downs, KS, shared how 
her home sits within the proposed cor-
ridor, and she is fearful of how the pro-
posed transmission line would impact 
her family. 

By designating this corridor, the De-
partment of Energy opens up the door 
for potential officials from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission to 
steamroll State regulators by over-
riding their decisions on whether or 
not to site electric transmission lines. 

The Federal Government should not 
be in the business of condemning land 
for eminent domain, especially for a 
transmission project that was rejected 
by a State regulator. 

Kansans know these decisions should 
not be made by folks in Washington, 
DC, who live hundreds and hundreds of 
miles away. 

That is why I am introducing legisla-
tion with Congressman TRACEY MANN, 
my successor in the First District of 
Kansas, to prevent the Federal Govern-
ment from possessing landowner’s 
property without their consent for 
these transmission projects. 

In addition to this legislation, I have 
also been engaged with the Department 
of Energy, who has assured me they 
will continue to accept comments and 
take them into consideration through 
the next phase of this proposal. 

After an unacceptably short com-
ment period, it is critical the Depart-
ment of Energy fully understands the 
objections my constituents have with 
this proposal. 

Protecting the Kansas way of life in-
volves standing up for our smallest 
towns and for family farms, many of 
which have been passed down genera-
tion to generation. 

As these proposals move forward, I 
will continue to work to defend Kansas 
agriculture, small businesses, and the 
rights of property owners across our 
State from Federal overreach. 

We must—we must—make certain 
that the Federal taxpayer dollars are 
not used for eminent domain and that 
decisions about electrical transition 
siting be left in Kansas, not in Wash-
ington, DC. 

FARM TO FLY ACT 
Madam President, I also had the op-

portunity to see developments in our 
State regarding sustainable aviation 
fuel, or SAF. SAF has a threefold ben-
efit: It provides a cleaner energy sup-
ply for the aviation industry, it diver-
sifies and bolsters our American energy 
industry, and it provides farmers with 
new markets to sell their crops or the 
byproducts of their crops. 

Sustainable aviation fuel is a biofuel 
made from products like corn, sor-
ghum, and soybeans that can be used in 
aircraft and produces fewer greenhouse 
gas emissions than traditional fuels. It 
is a key component of decarbonizing 
aviation. Most airplanes flown by 
major airlines today are able to use 
SAF without any modifications to 
their aircraft, making SAF a great al-
ternative to traditional jet fuel. 

Southwest Airlines is making a sig-
nificant investment in developing the 
technologies and infrastructure to 
produce SAF by building a plant in 
Kansas that will take corn stover—the 
stalks, leaves, and cobs leftover after 
harvest—and turning it into ethanol 
that will be used to fuel airplanes. 

Widespread production of SAF will 
also add a new energy source to our 
Nation’s repertoire of energy produc-
tion. When it comes to energy produc-
tion, I believe in an ‘‘all of the above’’ 
strategy. We need to be investing in all 
energy production—including wind, 
solar, fossil fuels, ethanol, and now 
SAF. 

To help spur investment in SAF pro-
duction, I introduced the Farm to Fly 
Act, which would help accelerate the 
production and development of SAF 
through existing U.S. Department of 
Agriculture programs. 

Generating this new fuel source 
would not be possible without our pro-
ducers. Agriculture is a critical indus-
try but also a challenging industry. We 
need to make certain we are providing 
our farmers with every opportunity to 
sell their crops in a variety of markets. 

To help spur on the development of 
SAF and other forms of sustainable 
aviation energy, I am launching the 
Senate Sustainable Aviation Caucus, 
with Senator BOOZMAN and Senator 
DUCKWORTH as cochairs. 

The purpose of this caucus is simple: 
advance our Nation’s biofuels, energy, 
and aviation industries in an effort to 
increase domestic competitiveness, 
promote national security, and bolster 
passenger safety. This caucus will work 
together to find ways to maximize the 
aviation industry’s financial sustain-
ability and increase its resiliency. 

I come from a State that is known 
for both its aviation and its agri-
culture, and I love seeing the two come 
together in this circumstance. I en-
courage my colleagues to join our ef-
forts in seeking innovative solutions to 
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create a sustainable aviation industry 
and increase our Nation’s competitive-
ness in the domestic production of sus-
tainable aviation fuel. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maryland. 
NOMINATION OF ADAM B. ABELSON 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
rise in strong support of the nomina-
tion of U.S. Magistrate Judge Adam 
Abelson to be elevated to become a 
U.S. district judge for the District of 
Maryland. I joined with Senator VAN 
HOLLEN to recommend this nominee to 
President Biden. 

Judge Abelson, who lives in Balti-
more and now serves as a U.S. mag-
istrate judge in our Baltimore court-
house, has been nominated to fill the 
current vacancy that occurred due to 
former Chief Judge James Bredar re-
cently taking senior status. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN and I worked to 
establish a judicial selection com-
mittee in Maryland, including an open 
application process. In particular, we 
sought out a highly qualified and di-
verse applicant pool. Our committee 
interviewed numerous applicants. Sen-
ator VAN HOLLEN and I then personally 
interviewed several finalists before rec-
ommending names to the White House. 

I want to tell you that this was an 
extremely competitive process. We had 
a very, very large number of well-quali-
fied people who sought to serve as 
judge in our district court. Judge 
Abelson rose to the top, and we are 
very proud to make that recommenda-
tion. 

Judge Abelson has been a U.S. mag-
istrate judge for the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Maryland 
since September of 2023. Prior to his ju-
dicial service, Judge Abelson worked in 
private practice at Zuckerman Spaeder 
from 2012 to 2023, rising from associate 
to partner. He served as a law clerk for 
both Judge Andre Davis on the Fourth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, as well as 
Judge Catherine Blake on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Mary-
land. 

Judge Abelson received his J.D., 
magna cum laude, from the New York 
University School of Law and his B.A. 
from Princeton University. Before law 
school, Judge Abelson served in 
Santiago, Chile, as a research fellow 
for the Human Rights Watch. 

In private practice, he has rep-
resented clients in complex civil litiga-
tion, white-collar criminal defense, and 
government investigations. He main-
tained an active pro bono practice and 
was deeply involved in the community 
and legal profession. 

He served as chair of the American 
Bar Association’s Working Group on 
Building Public Trust in the American 
Justice System, in which he worked to 
develop the ABA’s ‘‘Ten Guidelines on 
Court Fines and Fees.’’ He coordinated 
its development of the ABA’s ‘‘Prin-
ciples on Law Enforcement Body-Worn 
Camera Policies.’’ He served on the 
board of the Job Opportunities Task 

Force, including serving as the vice 
chair, and served as a board member 
and officer of the Maryland chapter of 
the Federal Bar Association. 

I think you can see that Judge 
Abelson has been deeply involved in 
the legal community and in our com-
munity in order to be able to properly 
serve as a magistrate judge. 

In September of 2023, Judge Abelson 
was appointed by the bench to serve as 
a U.S. magistrate judge for the District 
of Maryland, where he now sits in Bal-
timore. As a sitting Federal magistrate 
judge, Judge Abelson presides over pre-
liminary criminal proceedings, includ-
ing initial appearances, detention hear-
ings, and arraignments. He handles 
Federal misdemeanor offenses and re-
views applications for search and ar-
rest warrants, pen registers, and trap 
and trace devices. 

On the civil side, he presides over 
civil proceedings by consent of the par-
ties, conducts settlement conferences 
in civil lawsuits, and decides discovery 
disputes and nondispositive motions. 

If confirmed as a district judge, he 
would continue to serve in the same 
court where he now sits as a mag-
istrate judge and where he has prac-
ticed for many years as a private law 
firm attorney. 

I think you can see he is extremely 
well qualified for this position. He has 
the experience and he has the back-
ground to serve as a U.S. district court 
judge for Maryland. 

I was delighted to recommend the 
nomination of Judge Abelson to Presi-
dent Biden, along with Senator VAN 
HOLLEN. Judicial nominees must meet 
the highest standards of integrity, 
competence, and temperament. I am 
confident that Judge Abelson will safe-
guard the rights of all Marylanders, up-
hold the Constitution and rule of law, 
and faithfully follow the judicial oath 
to ‘‘do equal right to the poor and to 
the rich.’’ 

Judge Abelson will serve the people 
of Maryland well if confirmed for this 
lifetime appointment. He has strong 
legal and judicial qualifications and 
demonstrates a track record of public 
service. 

Let me just say that the American 
Bar Association’s Standing Committee 
on the Federal Judiciary gave Judge 
Abelson a rating, unanimously, of 
‘‘well qualified,’’ which, as you all 
know, is the highest possible rating. 
And the Judiciary Committee favor-
ably reported Judge Abelson with a bi-
partisan vote in July of this year. 

I know that public service is a family 
affair and sacrifice. I particularly want 
to thank Judge Abelson’s family for 
agreeing to share him with the people 
of Maryland in the interest of public 
service. 

I urge my colleagues in the Senate to 
confirm his nomination so he can con-
tinue to serve the public as a district 
court judge. 

With that, I see my colleague Sen-
ator VAN HOLLEN is on the floor. Let 
me just comment that it has been a 

real pleasure for me to work with Sen-
ator VAN HOLLEN as we have gone 
through the process of filling our judi-
cial nominations in Maryland. And he 
has been an extremely valuable Mem-
ber in recruiting and making sure we 
only recommend the very best to the 
Senate for confirmation. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maryland. 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-

dent, let me start by thanking my 
friend and the senior Senator from the 
great State of Maryland for putting to-
gether a process that does ensure that 
we recommend the very best to our col-
leagues. I join him in expressing my 
strong support for the confirmation of 
Adam Abelson of Maryland to serve as 
a U.S. district court judge for the Dis-
trict of Maryland. I was honored to rec-
ommend his confirmation to the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, along with 
Senator CARDIN, and very pleased to 
see the Senate Judiciary Committee 
support that nomination. 

Judge Abelson’s nomination was put 
forward by President Biden after Chief 
Judge James Bredar announced his de-
cision to take senior status in May. 
Chief Judge Bredar served Marylanders 
on the district court with distinction 
for over 14 years, and I want to thank 
him for his excellent public service and 
unwavering commitment to the rule of 
law. 

Judge Bredar left the Maryland Dis-
trict Court in the very capable hands of 
now-Chief Judge Russell, and we wish 
him all the best as he continues his 
leadership. 

For Judge Abelson, this moment is 
the next step in a remarkable career 
shaped by dedication to his commu-
nity, upholding equal justice under the 
law, and making a positive impact on 
the world. His experience is both wide 
and deep. 

While in law school, he traveled 
abroad to promote human rights as a 
research fellow for Human Rights 
Watch, where he advocated for victims 
of the Pinochet regime in Chile and 
promoted freedom of the press in Ar-
gentina and Venezuela. As a fellow at 
the Department of Justice, he helped 
to prosecute the perpetrators of geno-
cide in Bosnia and Rwanda. 

He then clerked for Judge Andre 
Davis on the Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals and for Judge Catherine Blake 
on the District Court for the District of 
Maryland—two judges known and re-
spected for their stellar and distin-
guished service. 

Following his clerkships, as Senator 
CARDIN indicated, he was in private 
practice. He was at the firm of 
Zuckerman Spaeder, where he rose to 
the rank of partner and became what 
some call a legal omnivore, meaning he 
covered a vast array of territory in the 
legal realm—working with plaintiffs 
and defendants in class actions, white- 
collar criminal cases, investigations— 
in every step of the trial process. He 
covered a range of topics, including 
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antitrust, legal ethics, consumer pro-
tection, family law, and even one mem-
orable case regarding horseshoe crabs. 

His diversity of experience is a testa-
ment to Judge Abelson’s work ethic, 
which has allowed him to master one 
highly complex area of the law after 
another. His colleagues say he was gift-
ed with ‘‘a special ability to explain 
complex legal matters in a way that is 
readily accessible’’ to everyone. And he 
fought to ensure that ‘‘neither lawyers 
nor judges lose sight of the humanity 
of every individual, without regard to 
their resources.’’ 

In addition to his early work fighting 
for human rights abroad, Adam has de-
voted himself to the same principles 
here at home through pro bono work. 
Again, his colleagues say he ‘‘regularly 
leapt at the chance to take on matters 
in furtherance of public good.’’ 

I do want to mention one important 
case: his work in Wit v. United Behav-
ioral Health, which was a class-action 
lawsuit in which he took on a massive 
health insurance company on behalf of 
100,000 patients with mental health and 
substance abuse disorders. These pa-
tients were being denied coverage and 
being forced to shoulder huge out-of- 
pocket costs for essential care. Adam 
Abelson helped win them relief, and 
former Congressman Patrick Kennedy 
called it the ‘‘Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation for the mental health move-
ment’’ case. 

It is no surprise that, as Senator 
CARDIN said, the American Bar Asso-
ciation unanimously ruled that Judge 
Abelson is ‘‘well qualified’’ for the posi-
tion to which he was nominated. 

He has also been a devoted and out-
standing member of the legal commu-
nity, taking on responsibilities with 
the Maryland chapter of the Federal 
Bar Association and also having 
chaired the American Bar Associa-
tion’s Working Group on Building Pub-
lic Trust in the American Justice Sys-
tem. 

He has also been an indispensable cit-
izen in the great city of Baltimore. He 
served on the board of the Job Opportu-
nities Task Force, which works to 
eliminate educational and employment 
barriers for low-wage workers with job 
training, advocacy, and research. He is 
an active member of his synagogue, 
Beth El Congregation. 

I want to end just by mentioning 
some of his family members to whom 
he would readily say he owes his good 
fortune in being nominated for this po-
sition. His grandmother Lois was a 
public school guidance counselor who 
counseled at-risk youth, taught adult 
education classes, and was involved in 
other community and civic activities— 
all into her nineties. In his application, 
Judge Abelson remembers that his 
grandmother helped put him on the 
path to public service. When she deliv-
ered meals for senior citizens in public 
housing, she took Adam and her other 
grandchildren along. 

She died 10 years ago, but it is clear 
that her tenacious work ethic and her 

devotion to justice live on in her 
grandson. 

Like Senator CARDIN, I also want to 
acknowledge his immediate family 
members—his wife Laura Ginsberg 
Abelson, who is a former Federal public 
defender, an adjunct professor at the 
University of Maryland Law School, 
and a fellow at the University of Penn-
sylvania Carey Law School. It was 
Laura who grew up in Baltimore, and 
we have her to thank many years ago 
for poaching Adam from Ohio. They de-
cided to raise their family in Baltimore 
City. Their sons Asher and Max are 
both currently attending Baltimore 
City public schools, and both Mom and 
Dad are very active in their children’s 
educations. 

We know our democracy depends on a 
strong, independent judiciary, and our 
judiciary depends on people like Judge 
Abelson—leaders with nimble minds 
and deep-rooted convictions. He has 
served with distinction as a magistrate 
judge, and he will make Maryland and 
America proud as a district judge. I 
strongly urge my colleagues to vote to 
confirm him. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 705, Adam 
B. Abelson, of Maryland, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Maryland. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Peter Welch, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Jack Reed, 
Laphonza R. Butler, Richard 
Blumenthal, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Tammy Baldwin, Christopher Murphy, 
Chris Van Hollen, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Tammy Duckworth, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Brian Schatz, Sheldon 
Whitehouse. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Adam B. Abelson, of Maryland, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Maryland, shall be brought 
to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mr. PADILLA), 
the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA), and the Senator from Rhode 
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Sen-
ator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Sen-

ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), 
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), 
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
SCOTT), the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN), and the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VANCE). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 40, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 231 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Helmy 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Wyden 

NAYS—40 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 

Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Romney 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—10 

Murkowski 
Padilla 
Risch 
Rounds 

Rubio 
Scott (SC) 
Sinema 
Sullivan 

Vance 
Whitehouse 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are 
50, the nays are 40. The motion is 
agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING RICHARD STEELE 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay one final tribute to Rich-
ard Steele, a close friend and devoted 
public servant to our environment who 
passed away recently. He left behind a 
loving family, many friends—and a leg-
acy that will be remembered and ap-
preciated by countless generations in 
the form of the Hanford Reach Na-
tional Monument, which exists today 
in no small part due to his tireless ad-
vocacy. 

Rich dedicated decades of his life 
fighting to protect and preserve the 
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Hanford Reach, and he brought to that 
fight—along with his many other tal-
ents—a true fisherman’s patience and 
persistence. Year after year, decade 
after decade, he never let up when it 
came to pushing for Federal protec-
tions to ensure the waters he loved, 
and that he loved to share with others, 
would remain wild, free, and beautiful 
for years to come. 

One of his particular joys—and tal-
ents—was to bring locals, politicians, 
and dignitaries on his boat to tour the 
waters and to win them over to his 
cause. You see, Rich didn’t just know 
how to fish for trout; he knew how to 
fish for support, and he knew a boat 
tour of the beautiful wilds of Wash-
ington State was pretty good bait. 
Once he had a live one on the line, reel-
ing them in was always easy; he just 
let the river do its thing. 

As he told a reporter once, ‘‘I always 
had an unfair advantage, how can you 
not want to protect this?’’ 

Like so many others, I had the privi-
lege of joining Rich on his boat, the 
Can Do II, for a tour of the mighty Co-
lumbia. The first time I floated down 
the Hanford Reach of the Columbia 
River, I was captivated by the beau-
tiful landscape, the fish and the wild-
life, and the reminders of the vibrant 
Tribal culture that abounds along the 
Hanford Reach. 

As we floated along, we saw the reac-
tors and discussed the role the Tri-Cit-
ies played in helping America win 
World War II, including my father’s 
part in that important piece of history. 
And of course, Rich told his own sto-
ries of the river and shared his com-
prehensive knowledge of why it was 
such a valuable resource. 

That trip is a cherished memory for 
me. And I know just about every per-
son who took a trip with Rich—and 
there were many—walked away feeling 
the same way. 

Now, I was already interested in sav-
ing the river before that tour, but I 
walked away more energized than ever. 
Plus, just to give you a sense of how 
shrewd of a political operator Rich 
was, he named a beach after me. How 
could I not fight to save Murray 
Beach? 

I worked with Rich for many years 
afterwards as we pushed to protect 
Hanford Reach. I spoke of his advocacy 
here in the Senate before, including 
when he was awarded the Environ-
mental Hero Award by the Washington 
Environmental Council. 

I spoke with him in Washington 
State when we held a Senate hearing 
about the Hanford Reach in Mattawa. 
Rich once again made a powerful case 
with his characteristic clarity about 
why we needed to protect this river in 
the highest, most permanent way pos-
sible. 

And I saw him, beaming ear-to-ear, 
the day he stepped off the Can Do II 
with Vice President Gore, who then an-
nounced that, earlier that morning, 
President Clinton had declared Hanford 
Reach a National Monument. 

Now I have spoken a lot about Rich, 
but I know he would also want me to 
say a bit more about his legacy, about 
Hanford Reach. This 51-mile stretch re-
mains the last free-flowing section of 
the Columbia River. It is a landscape 
that has some of the most dramatic 
views you can imagine and an incred-
ible variety of wildlife. 

On the river you can hear the splash-
ing of salmon and steelhead trout 
which thrive there. In the skies, you 
might spot a bald eagle, a white peli-
can, or a blue heron. Hiking the wilds 
you will find mule deer, coyotes, elk 
herds, porcupines, and more. You can 
also see the vibrant colors of 
wildflowers and, of course, the pristine 
white of the bluffs—which Rich fought 
to ensure were included in the bound-
ary. 

There is so much more to be said 
about Rich, and his impact on his com-
munity, and in my State, but no words 
can speak as eloquently as a visit to 
the Hanford Reach, which is not just a 
National Monument, but to me and 
many others, it is also a personal tes-
tament to Rich’s vision and dedication. 
So I will just close by encouraging ev-
eryone to visit this invaluable treas-
ure, to take in the awe of the mighty 
Columbia, to take in the sights, 
sounds, and beauty of nature, and to 
remember my friend Rich who fought 
to keep that river running free. 

f 

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY 
OFFICE LEGAL OPINION 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the attached legal 
opinion of the Government Account-
ability Office, no. B–336512, titled ‘‘Of-
fice of Management and Budget—Appli-
cability of the Congressional Review 
Act to Controller Alert CA–23–6, En-
hancing Transparency Through Use of 
the Investing in America Emblem on 
Signs,’’ issued on August 29, 2024, be 
printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DECISION 

Matter of: Office of Management and Budg-
et—Applicability of the Congressional 
Review Act to Controller Alert CA–23–6, 
Enhancing Transparency Through Use of 
the Investing in America Emblem on 
Signs 

File: B–336512 
Date: August 29, 2024 

DIGEST 
The Office of Management and Budget 

(OMB) issued an updated Controller Alert en-
titled CA–23–6, Enhancing Transparency 
Through Use of the Investing in America 
Emblem on Signs (UPDATED) (Controller 
Alert). The Controller Alert was directed to 
Chief Financial Officers across the federal 
government and recommended actions for 
agencies to take, such as adopting signage 
and public acknowledgement requirements 
in the terms and conditions of financial as-
sistance awards, to promote openness and 
transparency of projects funded in whole or 
in part by specified pieces of legislation. 

The Congressional Review Act (CRA) re-
quires that before a rule can take effect, an 

agency must submit the rule to both the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, as 
well as the Comptroller General. CRA incor-
porates the Administrative Procedure Act’s 
(APA’s) definition of a rule for this purpose, 
with three exceptions. We conclude that the 
Controller Alert is a rule for purposes of 
CRA because it meets the APA definition of 
a rule, and no CRA exception applies. There-
fore, the Controller Alert is subject to CRA’s 
submission requirements. 

DECISION 
On February 24, 2023, the Office of Manage-

ment and Budget (OMB) published an up-
dated Controller Alert entitled CA–23–6, En-
hancing Transparency Through Use of the 
Investing in America Emblem on Signs (UP-
DATED) (Controller Alert).1 We received a 
request for a decision as to whether the Con-
troller Alert is a rule for purposes of the 
Congressional Review Act (CRA). Letter 
from Senator Ted Cruz to the Comptroller 
General (June 20, 2024). We also received a 
follow-up communication from Senator Cruz 
further explaining his views. Letter from 
Senator Ted Cruz to the Comptroller General 
(Aug. 1, 2024). As discussed below, we con-
clude that the Controller Alert is a rule sub-
ject to CRA’s submission requirements. 

Our practice when rendering decisions is to 
contact the relevant agencies to obtain their 
legal views on the subject of the request. 
GAO, GAO’s Protocols for Legal Decisions 
and Opinions, GAO–24–107329 (Washington, 
D.C.: Feb. 2024), available at https:// 
www.gao.gov/products/gao-24-107329. Accord-
ingly, we reached out to OMB to obtain the 
agency’s legal views. Letter from Assistant 
General Counsel, GAO, to General Counsel, 
OMB (July 9, 2024). We received a response 
from OMB on August 6, 2024. Letter from 
General Counsel, OMB to Assistant General 
Counsel, GAO (Response Letter). 

BACKGROUND 
Controller Alert 

According to OMB, Controller Alerts are 
designed to inform Chief Financial Officers 
(CFOs) at agencies across the federal govern-
ment of financial issues that may require at-
tention, ‘‘but do not constitute official guid-
ance or prescribe specific tasks for agencies 
beyond consideration of appropriate steps to 
address the issue.’’ Controller Alert, at 1. 
The Controller Alert at issue here was in-
tended to ‘‘suggest strategies, including the 
use of public signage, to increase the trans-
parency of projects funded in whole or in 
part’’ by the American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 (ARPA), Pub. L. No. 117–2, 135 Stat. 4 
(Mar. 11, 2021); the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA), Pub. L. No. 117–58, 135 
Stat. 429 (Nov. 15, 2021); the Creating Helpful 
Incentives to Produce Semiconductors and 
Science Act of 2022 (CHIPS and Science Act), 
Pub. L. No. 117–167, 136 Stat. 1366 (Aug. 9, 
2022); the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 
(IRA), Pub. L. No. 117–169, 136 Stat. 1818 (Aug. 
16, 2022); and ‘‘other appropriations as appro-
priate.’’ Controller Alert, at 1. 

Among the strategies recommended, the 
Controller Alert encouraged agencies to de-
velop signage and public acknowledgement 
requirements to be included in the terms and 
conditions of financial assistance awards 
provided through the specified legislation, to 
develop public outreach campaigns to com-
municate progress on projects funded 
through the legislation, and to incorporate 
statements of acknowledgement in published 
materials that cover activities funded 
through the legislation. Id. at 2. For exam-
ple, the Controller Alert states that ‘‘award 
terms and conditions requirements should 
specify guidelines for use of the official In-
vesting in America emblem,’’ ‘‘should speci-
fy guidelines for signage and communica-
tions materials to identify the project as a 
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‘project funded by [Insert name of the 
law],’ ’’ and ‘‘should stipulate that costs as-
sociated with signage must be reasonable 
and limited, and that recipients are encour-
aged to use recycled or recovered materials 
when procuring signs.’’ Id. at 2 (brackets in 
original). Further, the Controller Alert notes 
that ‘‘[s]igns should not be produced or dis-
played if doing so results in unreasonable 
cost, expense, or recipient burden.’’ Id. 

Additionally, the Controller Alert states 
that ‘‘[w]hile specific requirements regard-
ing usage of signage must be applied on an 
agency-by-agency and program-by-program 
basis, Federal awarding agencies are strong-
ly encouraged to seek opportunities to em-
ploy’’ the strategies explained in the Con-
troller Alert ‘‘to the extent possible. . . .’’ 
Id. (footnote omitted). 

The Controller Alert updated a previous 
Controller Alert issued by OMB on August 
22, 2022.2 According to OMB, the 2022 Con-
troller Alert contained ‘‘materially iden-
tical’’ recommendations for agencies, but 
was only directed at projects funded under 
IIJA. Response Letter, at 2. 
The Congressional Review Act 

CRA, enacted in 1996 to strengthen con-
gressional oversight of agency rulemaking, 
requires federal agencies to submit a report 
on each new rule to both houses of Congress 
and to the Comptroller General for review 
before a rule can take effect. 5 U.S.C. 
§ 801(a)(1)(A). The report must contain a copy 
of the rule, ‘‘a concise general statement re-
lating to the rule,’’ and the rule’s proposed 
effective date. Id. CRA allows Congress to re-
view and disapprove of federal agency rules 
for a period of 60 days using special proce-
dures. See 5 U.S.C. § 802. If a resolution of 
disapproval is enacted, then the new rule has 
no force or effect. 5 U.S.C. § 801(b)(1). 

CRA adopts the definition of rule under the 
Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 5 
U.S.C. § 551(4), which states that a rule is 
‘‘the whole or a part of an agency statement 
of general or particular applicability and fu-
ture effect designed to implement, interpret, 
or prescribe law or policy or describing the 
organization, procedure, or practice require-
ments of an agency.’’ 5 U.S.C. § 804(3). How-
ever, CRA excludes three categories of rules 
from coverage: (1) rules of particular applica-
bility; (2) rules relating to agency manage-
ment or personnel; and (3) rules of agency or-
ganization, procedure, or practice that do 
not substantially affect the rights or obliga-
tions of non-agency parties. Id. 

OMB did not submit a CRA report to Con-
gress or the Comptroller General on the Con-
troller Alert. In its response to us, OMB stat-
ed that the Controller Alert was not a rule 
for several reasons. First, OMB stated that 
the Controller Alert does not satisfy the 
APA definition of rule. Response Letter, at 
3–6. Further, OMB stated that even if the 
Controller Alert were a rule, it falls within 
two CRA exceptions and is not subject to its 
submission requirements. Id., at 6–9. 

DISCUSSION 
An agency action is subject to CRA if it 

meets the APA definition of rule and no CRA 
exception applies. For the reasons discussed 
below, we find that the Controller Alert as a 
whole meets the APA definition of a rule and 
that no exception applies. Therefore, it is 
subject to CRA’s submission requirements. 
The Controller Alert Is a Rule as Defined by 

APA 
The Controller Alert meets the APA defini-

tion of a rule. First, the Controller Alert is 
an agency statement because it is an an-
nouncement by OMB to agency CFOs across 
the government. Controller Alert, at 1. We 
note that we have previously found that 
OMB does not act as an agency where it 

steps into the President’s shoes in exercise of 
delegated authority. B–333725, Mar. 17, 2022. 
However, when issuing the Controller Alert, 
OMB was acting under its own authority, not 
an authority delegated to it by the Presi-
dent. See also B–335142, May 1, 2024 (finding 
that a joint memorandum issued by the De-
partment of Labor (DOL) and OMB was 
issued in their respective capacities as agen-
cies as defined by APA). Therefore, OMB was 
acting as an agency subject to CRA when it 
issued the Controller Alert. 

Second, the Controller Alert is of future ef-
fect, as it suggests prospective changes for 
agencies to make with respect to federal 
funding agreements under the specified legis-
lation. Controller Alert, at 1. While the Con-
troller Alert does not have a stated effective 
date, it seeks to ‘‘inform the [CFO] commu-
nity of key issues where [OMB] believes fur-
ther action may be warranted . . .’’ Id. (em-
phasis added). Additionally, the Controller 
Alert suggests actions for agencies to take 
with respect to future funding agreements 
through forward-looking recommendations 
to ‘‘develop’’ and ‘‘incorporate’’ certain 
terms into those agreements. Id. at 2. 

Finally, the Controller Alert implements, 
interprets, or prescribes policy and describes 
the organization, procedure, or practice re-
quirements of an agency. OMB argues that 
the Controller Alert does not reflect a 
change in agency discretion, and does not 
change official policy because it replaced a 
similar alert issued in August 2022. Response 
Letter, at 4. We have recognized that ‘‘ ‘a 
statement by an agency that simply restates 
an established interpretation ‘tread[s] no 
new ground’ and ‘le[aves] the world just as it 
found it, and thus cannot be fairly described 
as implementing, interpreting, or pre-
scribing law or policy.’ ’’ B–336217, Aug. 6, 
2024 (quoting Golden & Zimmerman, LLC v. 
Domenech, 599 F.3d 426, 432 (4th Cir. 2010) (al-
terations in original)). In that decision, we 
determined that part of Supervision and 
Regulation Letter 23–8 (SR 23–8) issued by 
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System (FRB) restated established 
FRB policy regarding FRB’s supervisory 
nonobjection process. Id. However, SR 23–8 
also contained statements that went beyond 
what was in FRB’s earlier policy statements, 
including expanding the scope of which enti-
ties were subject to its supervisory nonobjec-
tion process and clarification of the process 
through more detailed description of exist-
ing policy. Id. While we determined that the 
portions of SR 23–8 that largely restated ex-
isting policy would not satisfy this element 
of the APA definition because they did not 
prescribe new policy, the letter taken as a 
whole did implement, interpret, or prescribe 
law or policy given that there were addi-
tional provisions of SR 23–8 that went be-
yond restating existing policy decisions. Id. 

Similarly in this case, both the Controller 
Alert at issue here and the 2022 Controller 
Alert apply to funding agreements under 
IIJA. 2022 Controller Alert, at 1; Controller 
Alert, at 1. With respect to IIJA, both Con-
troller Alerts contain many of the same rec-
ommendations relating to signage, public ac-
knowledgement, and communications initia-
tives. For example, both ‘‘strongly 
encourage[ ]’’ agencies to develop ‘‘signage 
and public acknowledgement requirements’’ 
‘‘for inclusion in the terms and conditions of 
award agreements between agencies and re-
cipients of’’ awards funded under the applica-
ble legislation. Compare 2022 Controller 
Alert, at 1, with, Controller Alert, at 1–2. Ad-
ditionally, both state that ‘‘[t]erms and con-
ditions should stipulate that costs associated 
with signage must be reasonable and limited, 
and that recipients are encouraged to use re-
cycled or recovered materials when pro-
curing signs.’’ Compare 2022 Controller Alert, 

at 2, with, Controller Alert, at 2. While the 
Controller Alert includes some additional 
suggestions, with respect to the rec-
ommended actions for funding agreements 
under IIJA, it largely restates established 
OMB policy. For these recommendations 
under IIJA, the Controller Alert does not 
satisfy the APA definition of rule. 

However, the updated Controller Alert is 
broader in its coverage than the 2022 Con-
troller Alert. While the 2022 Controller Alert 
applied only to IIJA, the Controller Alert at 
issue here applies to several additional 
pieces of legislation, including ARPA, the 
CHIPS and Science Act, and IRA. Controller 
Alert, at 1. Though many of the provisions 
contained within the Controller Alert mirror 
those in the 2022 Controller Alert, it expands 
the coverage to projects funded under other 
significant pieces of legislation and an-
nounces recommendations for a larger num-
ber of funding agreements. As a result, these 
new recommendations do more than merely 
restate existing policy. 

As such, we must evaluate whether the rec-
ommendations for agreements under stat-
utes other than IIJA prescribe or implement 
policy or describe agency procedure and 
practice requirements. OMB stated in its re-
sponse to us that the Controller Alert does 
not satisfy this element of the APA defini-
tion because in addition to merely restating 
existing policy, it is also informational rath-
er than prescriptive, giving agencies ‘‘com-
plete discretion’’ as to whether they choose 
to adopt the recommendations. Response 
Letter, at 4–5. We disagree. 

While the Controller Alert states that it 
‘‘do[es] not constitute official guidance or 
prescribe specific tasks for agencies beyond 
consideration of appropriate steps to address 
the issue,’’ the Controller Alert urges agen-
cies to change their existing practices, both 
with respect to signage and public acknowl-
edgement requirements as well as for public 
affairs and communications strategies, be-
yond what is required by the underlying pro-
gram laws. Controller Alert, at 1. The Con-
troller Alert notes that ‘‘[federal awarding 
agencies are strongly encouraged to seek op-
portunities to employ the following strate-
gies, to the extent possible . . .’’ Id. (empha-
sis added). With respect to the signage and 
public acknowledgement recommendations, 
the Controller Alert provides new rec-
ommendations in terms that are more pre-
scriptive than informative. For example, the 
Controller Alert makes the following rec-
ommendations: ‘‘Federal award terms and 
conditions requirements should specify 
guidelines for use of the official Investing in 
America emblem,’’ ‘‘[t]erms and conditions 
should stipulate that costs associated with 
signage must be reasonable and limited, and 
that recipients are encouraged to use recy-
cled or recovered materials when procuring 
signs,’’ and ‘‘a project award funded by the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law should include 
an acknowledgement that it is ‘funded by 
President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law.’ ’’ Id. at 2 (emphasis added). With re-
spect to the public affairs and communica-
tions recommendations, the Controller Alert 
strongly encourages agencies to ‘‘[e]ngage 
agency public affairs and communications 
offices to . . . develop public outreach cam-
paigns’’ and ‘‘incorporate statements of ac-
knowledgement in all published materials 
covering activities funded by these laws.’’ 
Controller Alert, at 2. These new agency pro-
cedure and practice recommendations are 
similarly prescriptive. 

Taken together, we conclude that the Con-
troller Alert’s recommendations for agree-
ments under statutes other than IIJA pre-
scribe or implement policy and describe 
agency procedure and practice requirements. 
These recommendations encourage agencies 
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to change their existing practices by pre-
scribing requirements for the terms and con-
ditions of federal awards funded by legisla-
tion, such as ARPA, the CHIPS and Science 
Act, and IRA, as well as for public relations 
and communications strategies with regard 
to projects funded by such legislation. See B– 
335115, Sept. 26, 2023 (finding that memo-
randa satisfied this element of the definition 
by establishing new policies and procedures 
that did not exist prior to the memoranda).3 
Accordingly, we conclude that the Controller 
Alert meets the APA definition of a rule. 
CRA Exceptions 

After determining that the Controller 
Alert satisfies the APA definition of a rule, 
we must next determine whether any of 
CRA’s three exceptions apply. For the rea-
sons described below, we determine that part 
of the Controller Alert satisfies the excep-
tion for rules relating to agency manage-
ment or personnel, but other parts do not 
satisfy any of the exceptions. As a result, the 
Controller Alert as a whole is subject to 
CRA’s submission requirements. 
Rule of Particular Applicability 

The Controller Alert is not a rule of par-
ticular applicability. Rules of particular ap-
plicability are ‘‘those rules that are ad-
dressed to an identified entity and also ad-
dress actions that entity may or may not 
take, taking into account facts and cir-
cumstances specific to the entity.’’ B–334995, 
July 6, 2023. See also B–335781, Feb. 27, 2024; 
B–330843, Oct. 22, 2019. Here, the Controller 
Alert applies generally to agencies across 
the federal government 4 without individual-
ized requirements accounting for differences 
in the facts or circumstances of agencies or 
program applicants. Therefore, the Con-
troller Alert is not a rule of particular appli-
cability. 
Rule of Agency Management or Personnel 

Second, the Controller Alert’s rec-
ommendations for public affairs and commu-
nications initiatives satisfy the exception 
for rules relating to agency management or 
personnel, but the recommendations for 
signage and public acknowledgement do not. 

We have previously held that CRA’s excep-
tion for rules of agency management or per-
sonnel applies to rules relating to ‘‘purely 
internal agency matters.’’ B–335142, May 1, 
2024. In reaching that conclusion, we have re-
lied on cases interpreting a similar APA ex-
ception that exempts matters relating to 
agency management or personnel from no-
tice and comment rulemaking. See 5 U.S.C. 
§ 553(a)(2). In addition, we’ve relied on the de-
scription of rules of personnel in Attorney 
General’s Manual on the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act as those that describe matters re-
lating to agency personnel as including 
‘‘rules as to leaves of absence, vacation, 
travel, etc.’’ U.S. Department of Justice, At-
torney General’s Manual on the Administra-
tive Procedure Act (Manual), at 18 (1947). 

We relied on the Manual in B–335115, Sept. 
26, 2023, to find that three Department of De-
fense (DOD) memoranda dealing with notifi-
cation requirements for pregnant service 
members, leave to access reproductive care, 
and travel and transportation allowances to 
access reproductive care fell into the excep-
tion for rules relating to management or per-
sonnel. We determined that the memoranda 
clearly and directly implicated agency per-
sonnel matters such as communications be-
tween employees and managers, leave, and 
benefits. Id. We also noted that courts have 
held this exemption applies even if the agen-
cy action has an effect on the outside public 
when agency management or personnel 
issues are clearly and directly implicated Id. 
(citing Stewart v. Smith, 673 F.2d 485, 496–97 
(D.C. Cir. 1982)). 

Neither APA nor CRA define ‘‘manage-
ment’’ within the context of the exception, 
nor have courts interpreted such term. How-
ever, we note that ‘‘management’’ is defined 
as ‘‘the conducting or supervising of some-
thing.’’ Merriam-Webster, Management, 
available at https://www.merriam-web-
ster.com/dictionary/management (last vis-
ited Aug. 26, 2024). See also Dictionary.com, 
Management, available at https:// 
www.dictionary.com/browse/management 
(last visited Aug. 26, 2024) (defining manage-
ment as ‘‘the act or manner of managing; 
handling, direction, or control’’). Therefore, 
rules relating to management include those 
related to controlling, directing, or super-
vising internal management issues. 

Many of the functions OMB carries out for 
the government fall into the category of 
agency management. See B–334221, Feb. 9, 
2023 (noting that APA’s analogous exception 
relating to internal management of an agen-
cy’’ ‘should not be construed as intra-agency 
only; it includes functions of internal Fed-
eral management, such as most of the func-
tions of the Bureau of the Budget [now 
OMB] ’’ (citing Manual, at 18)). Here, the 
Controller Alert’s suggestions relate pri-
marily to two categories of actions: (1) pub-
lic affairs and communications initiatives, 
and (2) public signage and acknowledgement 
requirements. 

With respect to the first category, the pub-
lic affairs and communications initiatives 
fall under the exception. The suggestions for 
these initiatives recommend that agencies 
‘‘engage agency public affairs and commu-
nications offices to . . . develop public out-
reach campaigns’’ and ‘‘incorporate state-
ments of acknowledgement in all published 
materials covering activities funded by these 
laws.’’ Controller Alert, at 2. The Controller 
Alert notes that examples of these materials 
include press releases, project fact sheets, re-
ports, agency-developed project websites, 
flyers, brochures, blogs, and editorials. Id. 

Like our decision in B–334221, Feb. 9, 2023, 
the Controller Alert contemplates the direc-
tion of internal communications staff by rec-
ommending particular job tasks and alloca-
tion of resources. While it is possible that a 
third-party may eventually receive agency 
communications adopting these suggestions, 
an agency’s communications strategy re-
garding the programs it implements is a 
purely internal matter. Similarly, as the def-
inition of management suggests, the direc-
tion of agency communications personnel 
squarely falls within the conducting or su-
pervising of interagency business. As a re-
sult, the portions of the Controller Alert rec-
ommending public affairs and communica-
tions strategies under the applicable laws 
satisfy this exception. 

With respect to the second category of rec-
ommendations, the Controller Alert’s sug-
gestions relating to signage and public ac-
knowledgment requirements do not satisfy 
the requirements of this exception. Unlike 
the recommendations relating to public af-
fairs and communications, the Controller 
Alert’s recommendations regarding signage 
and public acknowledgement do not pri-
marily relate to agency management or per-
sonnel; instead, they implicate requirements 
that would be imposed on program grantees 
or recipients beyond what is required by law. 
As a result, the Controller Alert as a whole 
does not fall into this exception. 
Rule of Agency Organization, Procedure, or 

Practice With No Substitutional Non-Agen-
cy Parties 

Finally, the Controller Alert does not sat-
isfy the exception for rules of agency organi-
zation, procedure, or practice with no sub-
stantial effect on the rights or obligations of 
non-agency parties. This exception was mod-

eled off the APA exception to notice-and- 
comment requirements for rules of agency 
organization, procedure, or practice. 5 U.S.C. 
§ 553(b)(A). Some courts have limited this ex-
ception only to rules that do not have a sub-
stantial impact on non-agency parties. See 
e.g., B–336217, Aug. 6, 2024; B–330190, Dec. 19, 
2018 (citing Brown Express, Inc., v. United 
States, 607 F.2d 695, 702 (5th Cir. 1979)). The 
text of the CRA exception adopts this limita-
tion. 5 U.S.C. § 804(3)(C). 

First, we must determine whether the Con-
troller Alert is a rule of agency organization, 
procedure, or practice. Rules that satisfy 
this requirement are ‘‘limited to an agency’s 
methods of operation or how the agency or-
ganizes its internal operations.’’ B–336217, 
Aug. 6, 2024. Like with rules relating to agen-
cy management or personnel, this exception 
also applies to interagency rules. B–334221, 
Feb. 9, 2023 (concluding, in part, that nothing 
in the text of CRA suggests that CRA’s ex-
ception for rules of agency management or 
personnel applies only to intra-agency rules 
and that the exception is couched to include 
any rule relating to agency management or 
personnel). Here, the Controller Alert pro-
vides recommendations for agencies on the 
implementation of funding agreements under 
the specified statutes. Controller Alert, at 1– 
2. These determinations regarding the con-
tents of funding agreements describe the 
agency’s procedures and practices for car-
rying out their programs. 

Next, we look at whether the Controller 
Alert substantially affects the rights or obli-
gations of non-agency parties. We have pre-
viously said that with respect to this prong 
of the exception, ‘‘the critical question is 
whether the agency action alters the rights 
or interests of the regulated entities.’’ B– 
329926, Sept. 10, 2018. Similarly, courts have 
determined that ‘‘[a]n agency rule that 
modifies substantive rights and interests can 
only be nominally procedural, and the ex-
emption for such rules of agency procedure 
cannot apply.’’ United States Department of 
Labor v. Kast Metals Corp., 744 F.2d 1145, 1153 
(5th Cir. 1984). 

OMB stated in its response to us that the 
Controller Alert does not substantially af-
fect the rights or obligations of non-agency 
parties because it is directed only at agen-
cies and their internal decisions, rather than 
funding recipients or third parties. Response 
Letter, at 8. OMB noted that any potential 
downstream effects on non-agency parties 
did not change the underlying legal rights or 
obligations of those parties. Id., at 9. 

We agree that the Controller Alert differs 
from other federal funding requirements we 
have analyzed under this exception because 
it directs these recommendations to other 
agencies, rather than directly imposing new 
conditions of federal funding on recipients or 
applicants. See, e.g. B–334032, Dec. 15, 2022 
(finding that a non-binding Federal Highway 
Administration memorandum setting out 
preferred projects for federal funding had the 
substantial effect of directing non-agency 
parties’ behavior). Nonetheless, the legisla-
tive history of CRA instructs us to consider 
both the direct and indirect effects of a given 
action when assessing its impacts. 142 Cong. 
Rec. H3005 (daily ed. Mar. 28, 1996) (state-
ment of Rep. McIntosh) (‘‘A statement of 
agency procedure or practice with a truly 
minor, incidental effect on non-agency par-
ties is excluded from the definition of a rule. 
Any other effect, whether direct or indirect, 
on the rights or obligations of non-agency 
parties is a substantial effect within the 
meaning of the exception. Thus, this excep-
tion should be read narrowly and resolved in 
favor of non-agency parties who can dem-
onstrate that the rule will have a nontrivial 
effect on their rights or obligations‘‘); see 
also Batterton v. Marshall, 648 F.2d 694, n.58 
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(D.C. Cir. 1980) (‘‘Where necessary, the court 
will look behind the particular label applied 
by the agency to challenge action in order to 
discern its real intent and effect’’). There-
fore, we must look at the effects of the Con-
troller Alert. 

When an agency’s actions ‘‘directly deter-
mine whether and in what amount an entity 
may receive funding under the program,’’ 
that action has a substantial effect on the 
rights or obligations of those non-agency 
parties. B–334146, June 5, 2023. In that deci-
sion, we examined documents from the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) implementing four new financial as-
sistance programs. Id. The documents, which 
included notices of funding opportunities, a 
request for applications, and a policy memo-
randum, established eligibility and applica-
tion requirements for the new programs, de-
fined selection criteria, imposed reporting 
requirements, and set funding ranges, among 
other things. Id. There, we determined that 
the documents failed to satisfy this excep-
tion because they each had a substantial ef-
fect on non-agency parties. Id. We had pre-
viously concluded that agency rules amend-
ing or clarifying the requirements of finan-
cial assistance programs had a substantial 
effect on non-agency parties. See B–333732, 
July 28, 2022. Because the USDA documents 
went even further than amending or clari-
fying existing requirements in establishing 
new programs, the documents clearly had a 
substantial effect on the rights or obliga-
tions of non-agency parties. B–334146, June 5, 
2023. 

Here, the Controller Alert does not estab-
lish federal funding programs under any of 
the statutes it covers. However, by ‘‘strong-
ly’’ encouraging agencies to adopt the rec-
ommendations in the Controller Alert, it is 
intended to and has led agencies to incor-
porate new signage and public acknowledge-
ment requirements into the terms and condi-
tions of federal funding agreements beyond 
what is required by law. Controller Alert, at 
1. Following issuance of the Controller Alert, 
several agencies implemented terms and con-
ditions of their funding agreements that di-
rectly adopted its language.5 For example, a 
notice of funding opportunity issued by the 
Federal Railroad Administration contains 
the following language recommended by the 
Controller Alert: ‘‘In addition, recipients 
employing project signage are required to 
use the official Investing in America emblem 
in accordance with the Official Investing in 
America Emblem Style Guide. Costs associ-
ated with signage and public acknowledge-
ments must be reasonable and limited. Signs 
or public acknowledgements should not be 
produced, displayed, or published if doing so 
results in unreasonable cost, expense, or re-
cipient burden. Recipients are encouraged to 
use recycled or recovered materials when 
procuring signs.’’ Compare 89 Fed. Reg. 42594 
(May 15, 2024), with, Controller Alert, at 2.6 

The adoption of the recommendations in 
the Controller Alert, in turn, results in the 
imposition of additional requirements on re-
cipients of federal funding under the speci-
fied legislation. The Controller Alert has a 
substantial effect on the rights or interests 
of non-agency parties by providing new cri-
teria for the receipt of federal funding. See 
B–334146, June 5, 2023; B–333732, July 28, 2022. 
Where agencies adopt the Controller Alert’s 
recommendations, such recommendations 
have a substantial effect on non-agency par-
ties. See B–275178, July 3, 1997 (finding that 
the Forest Service’s Tongass National Forest 
Land and Resource Management Plan had a 
substantial impact on non-agency parties 
even though there were two layers of imple-
mentation involved before the Plan affected 
any given area of the forest). 

Because this exception requires us to con-
sider both the direct and indirect effects of 

an agency action, and because the imposi-
tion of new conditions on the receipt of fed-
eral funding has a substantial effect on the 
rights or obligations of non-agency parties, 
the Controller Alert fails to satisfy the ex-
ception. 

Based on the foregoing, we conclude that 
the Controller Alert is a rule of agency orga-
nization, procedure, or practice, but that it 
does not satisfy the exception because it has 
a substantial effect on the rights or obliga-
tion of non-agency parties. Therefore, no 
CRA exception applies. 

CONCLUSION 
The Controller Alert meets the APA defini-

tion of a rule and no exception applies. 
Therefore, the Controller Alert is subject to 
CRA’s requirement that it be submitted to 
Congress before it can take effect. 

EDDA EMMANUELLI PEREZ, 
General Counsel. 

ENDNOTES 

1. The Controller Alert is available at 
https://www.cfo.gov/ assets/files/ CA-23-06ll 

Enhancing%20Transparency %20Through 
%20Use%20of %20the%20Investing %20in%20 
America%20Emblem %20on%20Signs.pdf 
(last visited Aug. 26, 2024). 

2. The original Controller Alert, OMB, En-
hancing Transparency Through Use of the 
Building a Better America Emblem on Con-
struction Signs (Aug. 22, 2022)(2022 Controller 
Alert), is available at https://www.cfo.gov/ 
assets/files/Controller%20Alert%20 
EnhancingTransparency Bipartisan 
InfrastructureLaw.pdf (last visited Aug. 26, 
2024). 

3. The legislative history of CRA is also in-
structive when evaluating what actions are 
intended to be covered by the Act. It states: 
‘‘The committees intend this chapter to be 
interpreted broadly with regard to the type 
and scope of rules that are subject to 
conressional review.’’ 142 Cong. Rec. E571, 
E578 (daily ed. Apr. 19, 1996) (statement of 
Rep. Hyde). The legislative history also 
notes that the committees were concerned, 
in particular, with ‘‘general statements of 
policy, ‘guidelines,’ and agency policy and 
procedure manuals’’ being given legal effect 
without review. Id. 

4. The Controller Alert is directed to agen-
cy CFOs. Controller Alert, at 1. Twenty-four 
federal agencies across the government cur-
rently have CFOs designated under the Chief 
Financial Officers Act. 31 U.S.C. § 901(b). 

5. Although here we cite the impact of the 
Controller Alert on non-agency behavior, 
such evidence is not necessary to determine 
that an agency action has a substantial ef-
fect on non-agency parties for purposes of 
the third exception. For example, we have 
previously held that ‘‘[w]hen an agency rule 
actively attempts to induce the regulated 
community to take preferred steps, the rule 
has a substantial impact on the regulated 
community and does not qualify for the 
third CRA exception.’’ B–334032, Dec. 15, 2022. 
Moreover, in many instances, the type of di-
rect evidence that we have here will not be 
readily available at the time of our review. 

6. Other agencies have also adopted provi-
sions of the Controller Alert. For example, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
requires that ‘‘[f]or construction projects 
funded in whole or in part by the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law or Inflation Reduction 
Act through [EPA], recipients must place a 
sign at construction sites that display the 
Investing in America emblem and identify 
the project as a ‘project funded by President 
Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law’ or 
‘project funded by President Biden’s Infla-

tion Reduction Act.’ ’’ Compare EPA, Invest-
ing in America Signage, available at https:// 
www.epa.gov/ invest/investing- america- 
signage (last visited Aug. 26, 2024), with, Con-
troller Alert, at 2. 

f 

NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION 
DAY 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I join in 
acknowledging National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day this September 20, 
2024, in heartfelt memory of Idaho’s 
and all of America’s prisoners of war 
(POWs) and missing in action (MIA). 

In August, Idaho welcomed home 
Lieutenant Allan Wesley Knepper. He 
was finally laid to rest at home in 
Lewiston, ID, on August 2, 2024, after 
making the ultimate sacrifice in serv-
ice to our great Nation during World 
War II. The airplane he was piloting 
was shot down on July 10, 1943, and he 
was listed as MIA for decades. He was 
brought home because of the love and 
respect of his family and people who 
knew him and many others who 
worked together to share information, 
find him, and return him home. This 
included the diligent research of his 
friend’s son and work of the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
the Agency primarily responsible for 
recovering America’s servicemembers. 

Lieutenant Knepper’s return and the 
steady return of other veterans across 
our country is encouraging as they 
show what can be achieved when rel-
atives, friends, and investigators are 
able to share knowledge and work to-
gether. That is one of the reasons I 
continue to press for the enactment of 
the Bring Our Heroes Home Act, which 
I joined Senator JEANNE SHAHEEN, in 
re-introducing this Congress. This leg-
islation would help eliminate obstacles 
preventing families and caseworkers 
from accessing the records needed for 
recovering America’s POWs and MIA. 

Thank you to the POW/MIA families 
and veterans who keep the pursuit of 
facts at the forefront of our national 
conscience. I commend the individuals 
and groups, such as the POW*MIA 
Awareness Rally Corp. of Pocatello, ID, 
and across our country who keep a 
steady spotlight where it needs to be, 
on pressing forward until every Amer-
ican servicemember is brought home. 

Idahoan Lieutenant Knepper’s serv-
ice and return were highlighted at the 
June unveiling of the DPAA’s 2024 
POW/MIA Recognition Day Poster. 
This year’s poster features the words 
‘‘Honoring their sacrifice. Earnestly 
searching for those still missing.’’ In 
honor of their sacrifice and POW/MIA 
Recognition Day and with a heavy but 
hopeful heart, I join our grateful coun-
try in praying for all those who await 
answers about lost servicemembers and 
thanking America’s servicemembers, 
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veterans, and their families for their 
extraordinary commitment to our 
country. May our country continue to 
earnestly search for those still missing 
until they are all at last returned 
home. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB NEWHART 
Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, in late 

July, Vermonters and Americans 
mourned the passing of Bob Newhart, a 
talented and award-winning actor who 
changed the history of comedy forever. 
His celebrated television show, 
‘‘Newhart’’ aired on CBS from 1982 to 
1990 and gave the United States a win-
dow into dreamy, rural Vermont’s pic-
turesque Green Mountain view. As 
Dick Loudon, Mr. Newhart brought 
laughter and Vermont Values into the 
living rooms of millions of Americans. 

In ‘‘Newhart,’’ Dick and his wife es-
cape New York City and buy the Strat-
ford Inn, better known by the real- 
world residents of Middlebury, VT, as 
the Waybury Inn. The production crew 
saw the Waybury Inn while scouting lo-
cations and knew it was the perfect lo-
cation. The inn still has props from the 
show on display, and the 214-year-old 
inn hosts travelers and diners to this 
day. Over the show’s 184 episodes, Mr. 
Newhart and his cast centered their 
show around the fictional Stratford 
Inn, capturing the very real spirit and 
beauty of Vermont and the hard-work-
ing people that make it home. 

Television and the arts play the im-
portant role in our lives and culture, 
bringing together friends and families, 
bridging cultural divides, and helping 
heal during times of difficulty. Mr. 
Newhart’s Grammy and Emmy award 
winning performances and countless 
television shows and movies exemplify 
the power of comedy—and the essential 
role the arts play in our social fabric. 

Mr. Newhart was an icon of comedy 
and Hollywood, but Vermonters will al-
ways remember his time as our favor-
ite innkeeper. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO BAYARD TRACY 
∑ Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize Bayard Tracy of 
Spofford as August’s Granite Stater of 
the Month. For almost 20 years, Bayard 
has volunteered with the Spofford Lake 
Association, helping to ensure that the 
community can use the lake for gen-
erations to come. 

Shortly after he moved to Spofford in 
2006, Bayard got involved with the 
Spofford Lake Association, first by 
helping with water testing and then 
with obtaining grants and conducting 
studies to understand and improve the 
lake’s water quality. The studies 
showed that stormwater runoff is the 
largest source of phosphorus and other 
pollutants entering the lake—and this 
can create an unsafe environment for 
fish and wildlife. Using the information 
from the studies, Bayard and his fellow 
association volunteers worked with the 
State, the town of Chesterfield, and 

property owners to develop a multiyear 
water management plan to improve 
Spofford Lake’s water quality. As part 
of this plan, the town’s select board es-
tablished a watershed committee and 
created a wastewater management or-
dinance for the lake district. Addition-
ally, they created a fund to help pro-
tect the lake in case of an invasive spe-
cies infestation. All of these efforts 
will help make safe swimming, boat-
ing, and fishing on the lake. 

Bayard has also led efforts to raise 
awareness among Spofford residents 
about the importance of protecting 
Spofford Lake and to increase the role 
of the community in the stewardship of 
the lake. Understanding that everyone 
needs to have a stake in maintaining 
the water quality of the lake so that 
people can continue to enjoy it for 
years to come, Bayard has encouraged 
individual landowners to take steps to 
stop erosion and runoff from their 
property—which can lead to increased 
pollution in the lake—and has worked 
to inform the community about other 
steps that individuals can take in order 
to keep the lake clean. 

Bayard’s commitment to protecting 
Spofford Lake by volunteering directly 
at the lake and by increasing commu-
nity involvement in lake conservation 
efforts is a great example of the Gran-
ite State spirit of environmental stew-
ardship and civic engagement. I am 
honored to name him August’s Granite 
Stater of the Month.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MACOMB COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the 70th anniversary 
of Macomb Community College. Over 
the last 70 years, Macomb Community 
College (MCC) has become a significant 
partner for local industry, providing 
high-quality, accessible, and affordable 
education opportunities to the resi-
dents of Macomb County and South-
east Michigan. It is an honor to recog-
nize Macomb Community College’s 
70th anniversary on September 13, 2024. 

Founded in 1954, Macomb Community 
College was created in response to the 
Macomb community’s growing need for 
advanced educational opportunities 
and skilled labor for the growing work-
force. A passionate group of educators 
from the Van Dyke School District 
came together to form the ‘‘South 
Macomb Community College,’’ which 
would later be changed to ‘‘Macomb 
Community College.’’ The first classes 
were held after hours in Van Dyke 
School District’s Lincoln High School 
for just 84 students. 

By 1962, the number of enrolled stu-
dents at MCC had grown to 3,000, 
prompting Macomb County to advance 
a millage with voters and create the 
Community College District of 
Macomb. Since then, the college has 
kept pace with the growing needs of 
Macomb County and currently operates 
the Center and East Campus locations 
in Clinton Township, as well as the 
South Campus and Michigan Technical 

Education Center (M-TEC) locations in 
the city of Warren. 

Today, MCC serves over 28,000 stu-
dents annually. The programs and 
courses at Macomb Community College 
aim to empower students and prepare 
them for future careers and continued 
education. With more than 170 degree 
and certificate programs, in addition to 
workforce and continuing education 
(WCE) courses and diverse apprentice-
ship opportunities, MCC helps prepare 
its students for a variety of careers and 
futures. MCC’s nationally acclaimed 
University Center, opened in 1991, was 
among the first of its kind in the U.S. 
and, through partnerships with Michi-
gan colleges, offers students the oppor-
tunity to attend classes locally and 
work towards completing a bachelor’s, 
master’s, or doctoral degree from the 
partner school. Graduates from MCC’s 
academic and workforce programs go 
onto to support Macomb County’s 
workforce in critical areas such as 
healthcare, public safety, education, 
and more. 

MCC continues to be a key partner in 
the region that delivers on workforce 
development needs through continual 
innovation and investment in their 
students’ success. They further enrich 
the cultural fabric of the Macomb com-
munity by fostering a diverse and in-
clusive environment across their cam-
puses, supporting the Macomb Center 
for the Performing Arts and the 
Lorenzo Cultural Center, and by dem-
onstrating a steadfast philanthropic 
spirit by hosting annual campaigns and 
events, such as the annual MCC Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. 
Alma mater to current leaders in 
Macomb, including Macomb County 
Drain Commissioner Candice Miller 
and Macomb County Executive Mark 
Hackel, and future leaders of tomor-
row, MCC continues to deliver on its 
mission to transform lives and commu-
nities through the power of education, 
enrichment, and economic develop-
ment. 

Macomb Community College has 
greatly and positively impacted the 
lives of generations of students and has 
helped to shape Macomb County and 
Southeast Michigan as we know it. I 
ask you to join me in recognizing 
Macomb Community College as they 
celebrate their 70th anniversary.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JOSEPH W. 
KITTINGER, JR. 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
I rise to honor the life of Air Force Col. 
Joseph Kittinger. Joe Kittinger was 
born in 1928 in Tampa, FL, and today, 
his service and life were honored at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Kittinger’s 
incredible story includes setting a 
world record by skydiving from a 
height of over 19 miles and serving 
three combat tours as a fighter pilot in 
Vietnam, among many more achieve-
ments. His record-setting experiments 
helped American’s human space explo-
ration. I had the honor of meeting Joe 
a few years before he passed away in 
2022 at the age of 94. It was a great joy 
to hear his story firsthand. He was a 
true American hero, and we are forever 
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thankful for his service and contribu-
tions to our country.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JORJA WHEMPNER 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Jorja Whempner, an intern in 
my Aberdeen, SD, office, for all of the 
hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Jorja is a graduate of Summit High 
School in Summit, SD. Currently, she 
is attending Northern State University 
in Aberdeen, SD, where she is pursuing 
a degree in history education. She is a 
hard worker who has been dedicated to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Jorja for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND SERGEANT 
MAJOR KEVIN HARKEY 

∑ Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, 
our veterans embody the ideals of 
‘‘team’’ and ‘‘family’’ that they learn 
in the military. For CSM Kevin 
Harkey, he shares this sense of family 
with those who need it most in his 
community. A Huntsville native, Kevin 
enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1990, at 
the beginning of the Gulf War. He 
started out as a mechanic, where he 
helped maintain our missile launchers. 
He later retrained as a nurse, serving 
as an EMT on the frontlines of the Iraq 
War. 

Kevin received numerous medals for 
his efficiency and devotion, including 
being named as the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion’s NCO of the Year in 1999. His pas-
sion for mentoring the next generation 
prompted him to draft a ‘‘study guide’’ 
for upcoming soldiers on the 30th anni-
versary of his enlistment. In the guide, 
he reminds NCOs to ‘‘Lead from the 
front.’’ Another principle he teaches is 
the importance of ‘‘being present’’ for 
those you are leading. 

It is no surprise that Kevin still dem-
onstrates these leadership qualities, 
even since his retirement from the 
military. In his free time, you can find 
him mentoring students at local com-
munity centers with his Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity. He serves as a con-
sistent role model for teenagers ages 
10–17, many of whom come from single- 
parent homes. Additionally, Kevin is a 
proud father of three and grandfather 
of seven. Alabama is grateful for 
Kevin’s investment in our next genera-
tion of leaders. It is my honor to recog-
nize him as the August Veteran of the 
Month.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MASTER SERGEANT 
JERRY WHEAT 

∑ Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, 
there is no doubt that our veterans in-
spire us to see the very best of Amer-
ica. They remind us of the sacrifices 

made for our country to be the best in 
the world. And their patriotism is the 
reason why the American dream con-
tinues to exist for future generations. 
MSgt Jerry Wheat of Wetumpka is one 
such example of patriotism. 

Jerry joined the Air Force right after 
graduating high school in 1957, doing 
more than 40 combat missions during 
the Vietnam war. He flew more than 
5,000 hours total during his three tours 
of service. Jerry was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross for his flying 
missions over enemy territory. 

After retiring out of Maxwell Air 
Force Base, Jerry and his wife decided 
to make the River Region their perma-
nent home. But Jerry couldn’t stay 
away from serving our military. He 
joined the Civil Air Patrol, where he 
worked for another 20 years at Max-
well, all while going back to college 
and becoming the first in his family to 
obtain a college degree. 

Despite facing multiple health chal-
lenges from exposure to Agent Orange, 
he doesn’t hesitate to say he would do 
it all over again. His influence is evi-
dent in the impact it has had on his 
family, including his granddaughter, 
who nominated him for this recogni-
tion. Jerry’s story reminds us of the 
high price paid for us to have the op-
portunity to achieve more than those 
who came before us. It is my honor to 
recognize him as the September Vet-
eran of the Month.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13848 OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2018, 
WITH RESPECT TO THE THREAT 
OF FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN 
UNITED STATES ELECTIONS—PM 
60 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register, and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that 
the emergency is to continue in effect 
beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have 
sent to the Federal Register, for publica-
tion the enclosed notice stating that 
the national emergency with respect to 
the threat of foreign interference in or 
undermining public confidence in 
United States elections declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13848 of September 12, 
2018, is to continue in effect beyond 
September 12, 2024. 

Although there has been no evidence 
of a foreign power altering the out-
comes or vote tabulation in any United 
States election, foreign powers have 
historically sought to exploit Amer-
ica’s free and open political system. In 
recent years, the proliferation of dig-
ital devices and internet-based commu-
nications has created significant 
vulnerabilities and magnified the scope 
and intensity of the threat of foreign 
interference. The ability of persons lo-
cated, in whole or in substantial part, 
outside the United States to interfere 
in or undermine public confidence in 
United States elections, including 
through the unauthorized accessing of 
election and campaign infrastructure 
or the covert distribution of propa-
ganda and disinformation, continues to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13848 
with respect to the threat of foreign in-
terference in or undermining public 
confidence in United States elections. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 9, 2024. 

f 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS DECLARED IN PROC-
LAMATION 7463 OF SEPTEMBER 
14, 2001, WITH RESPECT TO THE 
TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE 
UNITED STATES OF SEPTEMBER 
11, 2001—PM 61 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
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the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. Consistent 
with this provision, I have sent to the 
Federal Register the enclosed notice, 
stating that the emergency declared in 
Proclamation 7463 with respect to the 
terrorist attacks on the United States 
of September 11, 2001, is to continue in 
effect for an additional year. 

The terrorist threat that led to the 
declaration on September 14, 2001, of a 
national emergency continues. For this 
reason, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue in effect after 
September 14, 2024, the national emer-
gency with respect to the terrorist 
threat. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 9, 2024. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4763. An act to provide for a system of 
regulation of digital assets by the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission and the 
Securities Exchange Commission, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 124. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to 
present the Congressional Gold Medals 
awarded under the Hidden Figures Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act. 

H. Con. Res. 126. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol for a ceremony to award posthumously a 
Congressional Gold Medal in commemora-
tion to the servicemembers who perished in 
Afghanistan on August 26, 2021, during the 
evacuation of citizens of the United States 
and Afghan allies at Hamid Karzai Inter-
national Airport. 

The message also announced that the 
Speaker and Minority Leader an-
nounces their joint appointment, pur-
suant to section 103(c) of the Law En-
forcement Congressional Badge of 
Bravery Act of 2008 (34 U.S.C. 50313), 
and the order of the House of January 
9, 2023, of the following individual on 
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Federal Law Enforcement 
Congressional Badge of Bravery Board: 
Mr. Mike Thompson of St. Helena, 
California. 

The message further announced that 
the Speaker and Minority Leader an-
nounces their joint appointment, pur-
suant to section 203(c) of the Law En-
forcement Congressional Badge of 
Bravery Act of 2008 (34 U.S.C. 50323), 
and the order of the House of January 
9, 2023, of the following individual on 
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the State and Local Law En-
forcement Congressional Badge of 
Bravery Board: Mr. Stephen Wayne 
Prator of Shreveport, Louisiana. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 4 of the United 
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–196), 
and the order of the House of January 
9, 2023, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the 
House of Representatives to the United 
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion to fill the existing vacancy there-
on: Mr. James W. Rane of Abbeville, 
Alabama. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4763. An act to provide for a system of 
regulation of digital assets by the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission and the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 4973. A bill to reassert the constitu-
tional authority of Congress to determine 
the general applicability of the criminal 
laws of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5558. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Foreign 
Boards of Trade’’ (RIN3038–AF37) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5559. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Kasugamycin; Pes-
ticide Tolerances’’ (FRL No. 12005–01– 
OCSPP) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 13, 2024; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5560. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Indoxacarb; Pes-
ticide Tolerances’’ (FRL No. 11964–01– 
OCSPP) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 13, 2024; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5561. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ophioglossum pen-
dulum IPD079Ea Protein; Exemption from 
the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 
11911–01–OCSPP) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 13, 2024; to the 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–5562. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Bacillus subtilis 
strain CH4000; Exemption from the Require-
ment of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 10390–01– 
OCSPP) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 13, 2024; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5563. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Bacillus 
paralicheniformis strain CH0273; Exemption 
from the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL 
No. 10389–01–OCSPP) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 13, 2024; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–5564. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), transmitting the report of an of-
ficer authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of lieutenant general in accordance 
with title 10, United States Code, section 
777a; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5565. A communication from the Offi-
cial Performing the Duties of the Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), 
transmitting the report of an officer author-
ized to wear the insignia of the grade of vice 
admiral in accordance with title 10, United 
States Code, section 777a; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–5566. A communication from the Offi-
cial Performing the Duties of the Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), 
transmitting the report of an officer author-
ized to wear the insignia of the grade of lieu-
tenant general in accordance with title 10, 
United States Code, section 777a; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5567. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13222 of August 17, 2001, in 
light of the expiration of the Export Admin-
istration Act of 1979; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5568. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 14046 with respect to Ethi-
opia; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5569. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 14064 with respect to the 
widespread humanitarian crisis in Afghani-
stan and the potential for a deepening eco-
nomic collapse in Afghanistan; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–5570. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 14014 with respect to the sit-
uation in and in relation to Burma; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–5571. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13848 with respect to the 
threat of foreign interference in or under-
mining public confidence in United States 
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elections; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5572. A communication from the Acting 
Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Fair Hiring in Banking Act’’ 
(RIN3064–AF92) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–5573. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Housing, Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modernization of Engagement with 
Mortgagors in Default’’ (RIN2502–AJ66) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5574. A communication from the Regu-
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Interagency Guid-
ance on Third-Party Relationships: Risk 
Management’’ received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 7, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–5575. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ken-
tucky Regulatory Program [KY–264-FOR]’’ 
(Docket ID OSM–2022–0008) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5576. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Penn-
sylvania Regulatory Program [PA–167-FOR]’’ 
(Docket ID OSM–2017–0009) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5577. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Penn-
sylvania Regulatory Program [PA–170-FOR]’’ 
(Docket ID OSM–2018–0007) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5578. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Office 
of Environment, Health, Safety and Secu-
rity, Department of Energy, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures for Determining Eligibility for 
Access to Classified Matter or Special Nu-
clear Material’’ (RIN1992–AA64) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 6, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5579. A communication from the De-
partmental Privacy Officer, Office of Law 
Enforcement and Security, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Privacy Act 
Regulations; Exemption for the DOI Law En-
forcement Records Management System’’ 
(RIN1090–AB28) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 

of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–5580. A communication from the Divi-
sion Chief of Regulatory Affairs and Direc-
tives, Bureau of Land Management, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Tem-
porary Closure and Restriction Orders’’ 
(RIN1004–AE89) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–5581. A communication from the Biolo-
gist of the Branch of Domestic Listing, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; List of En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife: Updating 
Entries for Five Coral Species and Adding 
Three Nonessential Experimental Popu-
lations of Chinook Salmon’’ (RIN1018–BH93) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–5582. A communication from the Biolo-
gist of the Branch of Domestic Listing, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered 
Species Status for the San Francisco Bay- 
Delta Distinct Population Segment of the 
Longfin Smelt’’ (RIN1018–BG07) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–5583. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Announcement of 
the Delegation of Partial Administrative Au-
thority for the Southern Ute Indian Reserva-
tion to the Southern Ute Indian Tribe for 
Implementation of the Clean Air Act Federal 
Minor New Source Review Program in Indian 
Country and the Indian Country Minor 
Source Oil and Gas Federal Implementation 
Plan’’ (FRL No. 11993–01–R8) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 13, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–5584. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Revisions; 
Arizona; Maricopa County Air Quality De-
partment’’ (FRL No. 11882–02–R9) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
13, 2024; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–5585. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Findings of Failure 
to Submit State Implementation Plan Revi-
sions for Nonattainment Areas of the 2010 1- 
Hour Primary Sulfur Dioxide National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standard’’ (FRL No. 11815– 
01–OAR) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 13, 2024; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5586. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Nebraska; Revisions to Title 129 of the Ne-
braska Administrative Code; Nebraska Air 
Quality Regulations’’ (FRL No. 11676–02–R7) 

received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 13, 2024; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–5587. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
California; Ventura County Air Pollution 
Control District’’ (FRL No. 11173–02–R9) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 13, 2024; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–5588. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Partial Approval 
and Partial Disapproval of Air Quality State 
Implementation Plans; New Jersey; 2015 
Ozone Infrastructure’’ (FRL No. 10786–02–R2) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 13, 2024; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–5589. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Partial Approval 
and Partial Disapproval of Air Quality State 
Implementation Plans; Arizona; 2015 Ozone 
Infrastructure Requirements’’ (FRL No. 
9693–02–R9) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 13, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5590. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Final Modifications to the Safer 
Choice Standard and a Provision for a Safer 
Choice Cleaning Service Certification Pro-
gram; Notice of Availability’’ received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–5591. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Indiana; Ozone 
SIP Modifications due to the Municipal Solid 
Waste Landfill Update’’ (FRL No. 12117–02– 
R5) received during adjournment of the Sen-
ate in the Office of the President of the Sen-
ate on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5592. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval and Disapproval; 
Pennsylvania; Reasonably Available Control 
Technology (RACT) for Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOC) Under the 2008 Ozone Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS)’’ (FRL No. 11960–02–R3) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–5593. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; New York; 
Regional Haze State Implementation Plan 
for the Second Implementation Period’’ 
(FRL No. 11807–02–R2) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 
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EC–5594. A communication from the Chair 

of the Council on Environmental Quality, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Good Neighbor Environmental 
Boards’ report on drinking water, waste-
water, and stormwater infrastructure in the 
U.S.-Mexico border region, and the Council’s 
response to the report; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5595. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘The Ad-
ministration, Cost, and Impact of the Qual-
ity Improvement Organization Program for 
Medicare Beneficiaries for Fiscal Year 2023’’; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5596. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Plan-Specific Sub-
stitute Mortality Tables for Determining 
Present Value’’ (RIN1545–BQ67) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 6, 
2024; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5597. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Required Proce-
dures to Claim a Section 45Q Credit for Utili-
zation of Carbon Oxide’’ (Notice 2024–60) re-
ceived during adjournment in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 6, 
2024; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5598. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law, Ethics, 
and Regulation, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the Office of the In-
spector General (Tax Administration), De-
partment of Treasury received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 6, 2024; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5599. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Annual 
Report to Congress on the Open Payments 
Program’’; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5600. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, the 
text of an Agreement for Cooperation be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the Re-
public of Singapore Concerning Peaceful 
Uses of Nuclear Energy; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–5601. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator, Bureau for 
Management, U.S. Agency for International 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘USAID Assist-
ance Regulation: Plain Language and Con-
forming Revisions’’ (RIN0412–AB12) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5602. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the intent to exercise under section 506(a) (1) 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, to pro-
vide assistance to Ukraine, including for 
self-defense and border security operations; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5603. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of firearms, 

parts, and components controlled under Cat-
egory I of the U.S. Munitions List to Kosovo 
in the amount of $1,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 24–028); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5604. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license amendment for the export 
of defense articles, including technical data, 
and defense services to Germany and Norway 
in the amount of $100,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 24–044); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5605. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of firearms, 
parts, and components controlled under Cat-
egory I of the U.S. Munitions List to Israel 
in the amount of $1,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 24–041); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5606. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of defense ar-
ticles, including technical data, and defense 
services to Germany in the amount of 
$100,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 
24–015); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5607. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) and 36(d) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi-
cation of a proposed license amendment for 
the export of defense articles, including 
technical data and defense services in the 
amount of $50,000,000 for the manufacture of 
significant military equipment abroad to 
Israel (Transmittal No. DDTC 24–017); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5608. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(d) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of defense ar-
ticles, including technical data and defense 
services for the manufacture of significant 
military equipment abroad to Poland and 
the United Kingdom (Transmittal No. DDTC 
24–025); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5609. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, the certification of a 
proposed license for the export of defense ar-
ticles, including technical data, and defense 
services to Ukraine and the Netherlands in 
the amount of $50,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 24–045); to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5610. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to section 36(c) and 36(d) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi-
cation of a proposed license for the export of 
defense articles, including technical data, 
and defense services to Canada in the 
amount of $100,000,000 or more and the manu-
facture of significant military equipment 
abroad (Transmittal No. DDTC 24–032); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5611. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Financial Resources, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 

transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Annual Civil Monetary Pen-
alties Inflation Adjustment’’ (RIN0991–AC34) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 13, 2024; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5612. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Administration for 
Children and Families, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Supporting the Head Start Workforce and 
Consistent Quality Programming’’ (RIN0970– 
AD01) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 6, 2024; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5613. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Acquisition Policy, General Services 
Administration, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion; Federal Acquisition Circular 2024–06, 
Introduction’’ (FAC 2024–06) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 6, 
2024; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5614. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Office of Inspector General’s 
Semiannual Report for the period of October 
1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–5615. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program Application Period Extension’’ 
(RIN1660–AB15) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–5616. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Acquisition Policy, General 
Services Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR Case 
2015–038, Reverse Auction Guidance’’ 
(RIN9000–AN31) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 13, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–5617. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–530, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2024 Revised 
Local Budget Adjustment Temporary Act of 
2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5618. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–531, ‘‘Voluntary Agreement 
Moratorium Temporary Amendment Act of 
2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5619. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–532, ‘‘Tenant Payment Plan 
Phasing Continuation Temporary Act of 
2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5620. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–533, ‘‘Foreclosure Moratorium 
and Homeowner Assistance Fund Coordina-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2024’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5621. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
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on D.C. Act 25–534, ‘‘Green Housing Coordina-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2024’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5622. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–535, ‘‘Migrant Services and 
Supports Extension Temporary Amendment 
Act of 2024’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5623. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–536, ‘‘Short-Term Disability 
Insurance Benefit Protection Clarification 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2024’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–5624. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–550, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2025 Budget 
Support Act of 2024’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–5625. A communication from the Divi-
sion Chief of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, 
Department of Justice, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Se-
cure Gun Storage and Definition of ‘Antique 
Firearm’ ’’ (RIN1140–AA10) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 13, 
2024; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–5626. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu Na-
tional Blue Alert Act’’; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

EC–5627. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Ba-
cillus Licheniformis Strain 414–01; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ 
(FRL–12119–01–OCSPP) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–5628. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Ethaboxam; Pesticide Tolerances’’ (FRL– 
12119–01–OCSPP) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–5629. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Pseudomonas Chlororaphis IPD072Aa Pro-
tein; Exemption from the Requirement of a 
Tolerance’’ (FRL–12149–01–OCSPP) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5630. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Oxirane, phenyl-, polymer With oxirane, 
mono(dihydrogen phosphate), decyl ether In 
Pesticide Formulations; Tolerance Exemp-
tion’’ (FRL–12156–01–OCSPP) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–5631. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 

Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Tetraacetylethylenediamine (TAED) and 
Its Metabolite Diacetylethylenediamine 
(DAED); Exemption from the Requirement of 
a Tolerance’’ (FRL–12187–01–OCSPP) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5632. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Lac-
tic Acid and L-lactic Acid; Exemption From 
the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL– 
12194–01–OCSPP) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–5633. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Phenol; Revoking Exemption from the Re-
quirement of a Pesticide Tolerance’’ (FRL– 
12214–01–OCSPP) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–5634. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Tart Cherries Grown in the States of Michi-
gan, et al.; Free and Restricted Percentages 
for the 2023–24 Crop Year’’ ((7 CFR Part 930) 
(Docket No. AMS–SC–23–0074)) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 29, 
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–5635. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Transparency and Accountability 
Reporting Division, Office of the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘USDA Uniform Administra-
tive Requirements, Cost Principles, and 
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards’’ 
(RIN0505–AA18) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–5636. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Tribe or Tribal Organization 
Sponsor Option for Watershed Projects’’ 
(RIN0578–AA72) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–5637. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Onions Grown in South Texas; Increased 
Assessment Rule’’ ((7 CFR Part 959) (Docket 
No. AMS–SC–23–0086)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–5638. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Rural Housing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Single Family Housing Guaranteed Loan 
program Changes Related to Special Serv-
icing Options’’ (RIN0575–AD28) received dur-

ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 29, 
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–5639. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Onions Grown in South Texas; Redis-
tricting and Reappointing of Committee 
Membership’’ ((7 CFR Part 959) (Docket No. 
AMS–SC–23–0040)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–5640. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Farm Service Agency, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Enhanc-
ing Program Access and Delivery for Farm 
Loans’’ (RIN0560–AI61) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–5641. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a violation of the 
Antideficiency Act; to the Committee on Ap-
propriations. 

EC–5642. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a violation of the Antideficiency 
Act; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–5643. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a violation of the Antideficiency 
Act; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–5644. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Prompt Payment of 
Contractors’’ (RIN0750–AL27) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 30, 
2024; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5645. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Source Restrictions 
on Auxiliary Ship Components’’ (RIN0750– 
AL03) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 30, 2024; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–5646. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Commercial Item 
Determinations’’ (RIN0750–AL19) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
30, 2024; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–5647. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Exception to Com-
petition for Follow-On Production Con-
tracts’’ (RIN0750–AK67) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 30, 2024; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5648. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
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of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Modification of 
Small Purchase Threshold Exceptions’’ 
(RIN0750–AL29) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 30, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5649. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Contract Authority 
for Development and Demonstration of Pro-
totypes’’ (RIN0750–AL49) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 30, 2024; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5650. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Validation of Pro-
prietary and Technical Data’’ (RIN0750– 
AK71) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 30, 2024; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–5651. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Repeal of DFARS 
Provision ‘Payment in Local Currency (Af-
ghanistan)’ ’’ (RIN0750–AL53) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 30, 
2024; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5652. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Sustainable Pro-
curement’’ (RIN0750–AM21) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5653. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Part 252) (DARS–2024–0001)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 26, 2024; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–5654. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Part 213) (DARS–2024–0001)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 26, 2024; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–5655. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 245 and 225) (DARS– 
2024–0001)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5656. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 

transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 211, 215, 223, 234, and 
252) (DARS–2023–0001)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5657. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 201, 202, 203, 205, 206, 
207, 208, 209, 215, 217, 219, 222, 225, 230, 231, 232, 
236, 242, 243, 249, 250, and 252) (DARS–2023– 
0001)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–5658. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 205 and 225) (DARS– 
2023–0001)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5659. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 215, 225, 234, and 252) 
(DARS–2023–0001)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5660. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 209, 217, and 224) 
(DARS–2023–0001)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5661. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Part 212 and 228) (DARS– 
2023–0001)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5662. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 243 and 252) (DARS– 
2023–0001)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5663. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 203 and 252) (DARS– 
2022–0001)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5664. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 

of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 203, 205, 207, 209, 211, 
212, 215, 216, 217, 218, 222, 223, 225, 228, 231, 232, 
233, 239, 242, 245, 246, 251, and 252) (DARS– 
2021–0001)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5665. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 207, 213, 215, 242, 252, 
and 253) (DARS–2024–0001)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5666. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 204, 208, 209, 211, 212, 
213, 216, 225, 227, 232, 236, 241, 246, and 252) 
(DARS–2022–0001)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5667. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 212 and 252) (DARS– 
2024–0001)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5668. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Strategic and Crit-
ical Material Stock Piling Act Reform’’ 
(RIN0750–AL87) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5669. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Technical Amend-
ments’’ ((48 CFR Parts 201, 202, 204, 206, 209, 
215, 217, 225, 230, 232, 242, 243, 245, 249, and 252) 
(DARS–2024–0001)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5670. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: United States-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement’’ (RIN0750–AL18) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 30, 2024; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–5671. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 14115 of February 1, 2024 
with respect to the situation in the West 
Bank; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5672. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
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the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 14105 of August 9, 2023 with 
respect to the advancement by countries of 
concern in sensitive technologies and prod-
ucts critical to the military, intelligence, 
surveillance, or cyber-enabled capabilities of 
such countries; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5673. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency that was originally 
declared in Executive Order 14105 of August 
9, 2023, with respect to the advancement by 
countries of concern in sensitive tech-
nologies and products critical to the mili-
tary, intelligence, surveillance, or cyber-en-
abled capabilities of such countries; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–5674. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13566 of February 25, 2011 
with respect to Libya; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5675. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13224 of September 23, 2001 
with respect to persons who commit, threat-
en to commit, or support terrorism; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–5676. A communication from the Chair 
and President of the Export-Import Bank, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports 
to Iraq; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5677. A communication from the Chair 
and President of the Export-Import Bank, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports 
to Malaysia; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5678. A communication from the Chair 
and President of the Export-Import Bank, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports 
to South Korea; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5679. A communication from the Chair 
and President of the Export-Import Bank, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports 
to India; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5680. A communication from the Chair 
and President of the Export-Import Bank, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports 
to Morocco; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5681. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Clarification of Deposit Insurance Coverage 
for Legacy Branches of U.S. Banks in the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the Marshall 
Islands, and Palau’’ (RIN3064–AG06) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5682. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Quality Control Standards for Automated 
Valuation Models’’ (RIN3064–AE68) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5683. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel, Bureau of the Fiscal Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘U.S. Treasury Securities—State and Local 
Government Series’’ (RIN1530–AA25) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5684. A communication from the Regu-
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Quality Control 
Standards for Automated Valuation Models’’ 
(RIN1557–AD87) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–5685. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Qualifying Venture 
Capital Funds Inflation Adjustment’’ 
(RIN3235–AN33) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–5686. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Utah 
Regulatory Program [UT–048-FOR]’’ (Docket 
ID OSM–2012–0011) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5687. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ken-
tucky Regulatory Program [KY–260-FOR]’’ 
(Docket ID OSM–2018–0008) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5688. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Penn-
sylvania AMLR Program [PA–165-FOR]’’ 
(Docket ID OSM–2016–0013) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5689. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Penn-
sylvania Regulatory Program [PA–175-FOR]’’ 
(Docket ID OSM–2022–0003) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–5690. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Director, Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘West 
Virginia Regulatory Program [WV–127- 
FOR]’’ (Docket ID OSM–2020–0003) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–5691. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-

agement, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Adjustment of Service Fees for 
Outer Continental Shelf Activities’’ 
(RIN1010–AE23) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 30, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–5692. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Protection of Marine Archae-
ological Resources’’ (RIN1010–AE11) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
30, 2024; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–5693. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘National Emission Standards for Haz-
ardous Air Pollutants: Reciprocating Inter-
nal Combustion Engines and New Source 
Performance Standards: Internal Combus-
tion Engines; Electronic Reporting’’ 
((RIN2060–AV40) (FRL No. 8899–02–OAR)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 26, 2024; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–5694. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule: Re-
visions and Confidentiality Determinations 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems; 
Correction’’ ((RIN2060–AV49) (FRL No. 10246– 
03–OAR)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5695. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Rhode Island: Final Authorization of 
State Hazardous Waste Management Pro-
gram; Revisions and Corrections’’ (FRL No. 
116919–02–R1) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5696. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Herbicide Strategy to Reduce Expo-
sure of Federally Listed Endangered and 
Threatened Species and Designated Critical 
Habitats from the Use of Conventional Agri-
cultural Herbicides [Note: EPA disagrees 
with GAO’s broader reading of the Congres-
sional Review Act and does not believe that 
the enclosed actions is a ‘rule’ within the 
meaning of 5 U.S.C. 804(3). Nevertheless, out 
of an abundance of caution, EPA is volun-
tarily submitting this action ‘to each House 
of the Congress and the Comptroller Gen-
eral,’ for their review under 5 U.S.C. 801(a)]’’ 
((RIN2060–AV40) (FRL No. 8899–02–OAR)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 26, 2024; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–5697. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Revisions; 
California; Motor Vehicle Inspection and 
Maintenance Program’’ (FRL No. 11999–02– 
R9) received during adjournment of the Sen-
ate in the Office of the President of the Sen-
ate on August 26, 2024; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 
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EC–5698. A communication from the Asso-

ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Wisconsin; Infrastructure SIP Requirements 
for the 2015 Ozone NAAQS’’ (FRL No. 12010– 
01–R5) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–5699. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Pro-
mulgation of State Implementation Plans; 
New Jersey; Elements of the 2008 and 2015 
Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Stand-
ards’’ (FRL No. 12038–02–R2) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–5700. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
New Jersey; Interstate Transport Require-
ments for the 2010 1-Hour Sulfur Dioxide 
Standard’’ (FRL No. 12057–02–R2) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–5701. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
New Jersey; NOx SIP Call and Removal of 
CAIR’’ (FRL No. 12093–02–R2) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 26, 
2024; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–5702. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report to advise that he is ex-
ercising his authority to designate an Acting 
Inspector General of the Social Security Ad-
ministration; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5703. A communication from the Senior 
Regulations Writer, Social Security Admin-
istration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Changes to the Ad-
ministrative Rules for Claimant Representa-
tion and Provisions for Direct Payment to 
Entities’’ (RIN0960–AI60) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5704. A communication from the Regu-
lations Writer, Social Security Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Setting the Manner 
of Appearance of Parties and Witnesses at 
Hearings’’ (RIN0960–AI71) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5705. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as 
amended, the text of an Agreement Among 
the Government of the United States of 
America, the Government of Australia, and 
the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland for Co-
operation Related to Naval Nuclear Propul-
sion; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5706. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘De-
termination Under Section 506(a) (1) of the 

Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (FAA) to Pro-
vide Military Assistance to Ukraine’’; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5707. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘International Traffic in Arms Regu-
lations: Exemption for Defense Trade and 
Cooperation Among Australia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States’’ (RIN1400– 
AF84) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5708. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘International Traffic in Arms Regu-
lations: Amendments to the Definition of Ac-
tivities That Are Not Exports, Reexports, 
Retransfers, or Temporary Imports’’ 
(RIN1400–AF26) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5709. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘International Traffic in Arms Regu-
lations: Exemption for Defense Trade and 
Cooperation Among Australia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States; Correction’’ 
(RIN1400–AF84) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5710. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Food Additives 
Permitted in Feed and Drinking Water of 
Animals; Fermented Ammoniated Condensed 
Whey’’ (Docket No. FDA–2024–F–3879) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 26, 2024; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5711. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights 
Division, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Nondiscrimination on the Basis of 
Disability; Accessibility of Medical Diag-
nostic Equipment of State and Local Govern-
ment Entities’’ (RIN1190–AA78) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 29, 
2024; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5712. A communication from the Senior 
Program Manager, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Administration and Manage-
ment, Department of Labor, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Department of Labor Acquisition Regula-
tions’’ (RIN1291–AA43) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–5713. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to an alter-
native plan for pay adjustments for civilian 
Federal employees covered by the General 
Schedule and certain other pay systems in 
January 2025; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5714. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Time-Limited Promotions’’ 
(RIN3206–AO52) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 

of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–5715. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Indian Health Service, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Catastrophic Health Emer-
gency Fund’’ (RIN0917–AA10) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 30, 
2024; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

EC–5716. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to a compilation and 
summary of reports received from chief dis-
trict judges detailing each public event con-
ducted in accordance with the Pro bono 
Work to Empower and Represent Act of 
2018’s requirements during the previous fis-
cal year; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–5717. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Judicial Conference of the United 
States, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Report of the Proceedings of 
the Judicial Conference of the United 
States’’ for the March 2024 calendar session; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–5718. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Visas: Visa Ineligibility’’ (RIN1400– 
AF77) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–5719. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Staff Sergeant Parker Gordon Fox Suicide 
Grant Program’’ (RIN2900–AR16(F)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

EC–5720. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Center for Innovation for Care and Pay-
ment Update’’ (RIN2900–AR18(FF)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

EC–5721. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to Ethi-
opia that was declared in Executive Order 
14046 of September 17, 2021; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5722. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, notification of the Presi-
dent’s intent to exempt all military per-
sonnel accounts, including Coast Guard mili-
tary personnel accounts, from any discre-
tionary cap sequestration in fiscal year 2025, 
if a sequestration is necessary; to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations; Armed Services; 
and the Budget. 

EC–5723. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22733’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2395)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 
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EC–5724. A communication from the Man-

agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Centerpointe Aerospace Inc. Helicopters; 
Amendment 39–22774’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1891)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5725. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directive; 
Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22763’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2242)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5726. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bell Textron Canada Limited Helicopters; 
Amendment 39–22758’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0232)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5727. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22773’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2395)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5728. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
International Aero Engines, LLC; Amend-
ment 39–22785’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. 
FAA–2024–0763)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5729. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Various Airplanes; Amendment 39–22784’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1990)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5730. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; De 
Havilland Aircraft of Canada Limited (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by Bombardier, 
Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39–22770’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1885)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5731. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 

a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; De 
Havilland Aircraft of Canada Limited (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by Bombardier, 
Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39–22769’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0756)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5732. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22754’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0236)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5733. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Pratt & Whitney Engines; Amendment 39– 
22768’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1640)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5734. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Rolls-Royce Deutschland Ltd & Co KG; 
Amendment 39–22760’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0043)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5735. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus Helicopters; Amendment 39–22759’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0042)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5736. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22765’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0757)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5737. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
CFE Company Engines; Amendment 39– 
22767’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0461)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5738. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus Canada Limited Partnership (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by C Series Air-
craft Limited Partnership (CSALP); Bom-
bardier, Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 

22766’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0466)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5739. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22776’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–1697)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5740. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22775’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0467)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5741. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Dassault Aviation Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22778’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0998)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5742. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–1884)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5743. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–1669)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5744. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4124’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31558)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5745. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4123’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31557)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
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August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5746. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4121’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31555)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5747. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4122’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31556)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5748. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment and Amend-
ment of United States Area Navigation 
(RNAV) Routes; Eastern United States; Cor-
rection’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2198)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5749. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment and Amend-
ment of United States Area Navigation 
(RNAV) Routes; Eastern United States’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2198)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5750. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Reidsville, NC’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0319)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5751. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Jet Route J– 
89 and VOR Federal Airway V–161, and Estab-
lishment of Canadian RNAV Route Q–834; 
Northcentral United States’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2493)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5752. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Llano and Mason, TX’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–1123)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5753. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Class E Air-
space; Gibson City, IL’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–1147)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5754. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Hastings, NE’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Dock-
et No. FAA–2024–1121)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5755. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Thomaston, GA’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–1235)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5756. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Festus, MO’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2024–1146)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5757. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D Air-
space; Dallas, TX’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2023–2362)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5758. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Chanute, KS’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Dock-
et No. FAA–2024–1120)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5759. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Brenham, TX’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Dock-
et No. FAA–2024–1392)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5760. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Lubbock, TX’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Dock-
et No. FAA–2024–0775)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5761. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D Air-
space; Fort Liberty, NC’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2024–0383)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5762. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Greenville, NC’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–2198)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 9, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5763. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment, Amendment, 
and Revocation of Multiple Air Traffic Serv-
ice Routes; Eastern United States’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2315)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5764. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Robinson Helicopter R–22 
and R–44 Special Training and Experience 
Requirements’’ ((RIN2120–AL89) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–2083)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5765. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Prohibition Against Certain 
Flights in the Kabul Flight Information Re-
gion’’ ((RIN2120–AL99) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1415)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5766. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Exemp-
tion for Active-Duty Uniformed Service 
Members From Merchant Mariner 
Credentialing Fees’’ ((RIN1625–AC83) (Docket 
No. USCG–2021–0288)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5767. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; Kentucky River, Frankfort, KY’’ 
((RIN1625–AA00) (Docket No. USCG–2024– 
0093)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5768. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Draw-
bridge Operation Regulation; Okeechobee 
Waterway, Stuart, FL’’ ((RIN1625–AA09) 
(Docket No. USCG–2022–0222)) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
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of the President of the Senate on August 29, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5769. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; Green River, Calhoun, KY’’ ((RIN1625– 
AA00) (Docket No. USCG–2024–0708)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5770. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; Upper Mississippi River, Mile Marker 
497.6–497.2 LeClaire, IA and Port Byron, IL’’ 
((RIN1625–AA00) (Docket No. USCG–2024– 
0695)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5771. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act Provisions; Fish-
eries of the Northeastern United States; 
Northeast Multispecies Fishery; Framework 
Adjustment 65’’ (RIN0648–BL95) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5772. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; 
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Groundfish 
Electronic Monitoring Program; Service 
Provider Revisions; Correction’’ (RIN0648– 
BM29) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5773. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Catch 
Sharing Plan; Rulemaking To Modify the 
2023–2027 Halibut Individual Fishing Quota 
(IFQ) Vessel Harvest Limitations in IFQ 
Regulatory Areas 4A, 4B, 4C, and 4D’’ 
(RIN0648–BM18) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5774. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Catch Sharing 
Plan’’ (RIN0648–BI55) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5775. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries Off West Coast States; 
Modification of the West Coast Salmon Fish-
eries; Inseason Actions #51-#52’’ (RIN0648– 
XC983) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5776. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-

ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries Off West Coast States; 
Coastal Pelagic Species Fisheries; Annual 
Specifications; 2022–2023 Annual Specifica-
tions and Management Measures for Pacific 
Sardine’’ (RIN0648–XB877) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5777. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘International Fisheries; Pacific Tuna 
Fisheries; Inseason Action for 2024 Commer-
cial Pacific Bluefin Tuna Annual Catch 
Limit in the Eastern Pacific Ocean’’ 
(RIN0648–XD737) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5778. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; 
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries; General 
Category and Harpoon Category Retention 
Limit Adjustments’’ (RIN0648–XD944) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5779. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; 
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries; Harpoon 
Category Retention Limit Adjustment’’ 
(RIN0648–XD158) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5780. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2023 Rec-
reational Closure for Golden Tilefish in the 
South Atlantic’’ (RIN0648–XD155) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5781. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2023 Commer-
cial Closure for Gulf of Mexico Greater 
Amberjack’’ (RIN0648–XD065) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5782. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Snapper-Group-
er Fishery of the South Atlantic; Amend-
ment 53’’ (RIN0648–BM27) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5783. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 

Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Re-
sources of the Gulf of Mexico; Commercial 
Trip Limit for Gray Triggerfish’’ (RIN0648– 
BM13) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5784. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2024 Rec-
reational Closure for Golden Tilefish in the 
South Atlantic’’ (RIN0648–XD672) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
15, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5785. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch in the 
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka’’ (RIN0648–XD069) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5786. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch in the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
ment Area’’ (RIN0648–XD208) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5787. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Cen-
tral Aleutian District of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area’’ 
(RIN0648–XD231) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5788. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Cod in the Bering 
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area’’ 
(RIN0648–XD250) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5789. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Rock Sole, Flathead Sole, 
Alaska Plaice, and Other Flatfish in the Her-
ring Savings Areas of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area’’ 
(RIN0648–XC988) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5790. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Sablefish in the Bering Sea 
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Subarea of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Management Area’’ (RIN0648–XD117) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5791. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Cod in the Western 
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska’’ 
(RIN0648–XD678) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5792. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels 
Using Pot Gear in the Central Regulatory 
Area of the Gulf of Alaska’’ (RIN0648–XD651) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5793. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch in the 
Bering Sea Subarea of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area’’ 
(RIN0648–XD162) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5794. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Blackspotted and Rougheye 
Rockfish in the Central Aleutian and West-
ern Aleutian Districts of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area’’ 
(RIN0648–XD147) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5795. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch in the 
West Yakutat District of the Gulf of Alaska’’ 
(RIN0648–XD061) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5796. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands; Revised Final 2023 and 2024 Harvest 
Specifications for Groundfish’’ (RIN0648– 
XC365) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5797. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; Quota 
Transfers From VA and DE to NC’’ (RIN0648– 

XD447) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5798. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder Fishery; Quota 
Transfers From NC and VA to NJ’’ (RIN0648– 
XD599) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5799. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Improvement and Modernization of 
Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Vessel 
Reporting Regulations’’ (RIN0648–XD447) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5800. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder Fishery; Quota 
Transfer From NC to RI’’ (RIN0648–XD123) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5801. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Northeast Multispecies Fishery; 
Fishing Year 2023 Recreational Management 
Measures’’ (RIN0648–BM22) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5802. A communication from the 
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Recreational Management Measures 
for the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black 
Sea Bass Fisheries; Fishing Year 2023’’ 
(RIN0648–BM09) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5803. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Snapper-Grouper 
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region; Gold-
en Crab Fishery of the South Atlantic Re-
gion; Dolphin and Wahoo Fishery of the At-
lantic; Acceptable Biological Catch Control 
Rules’’ (RIN0648–BL98) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5804. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Pacific Island Fish-
eries; Annual Catch Limit and Account-
ability Measure for the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands Bottomfish in 
2024–2025’’ (RIN0648–BM76) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 29, 

2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5805. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens 
Act Provisions; Fisheries Off West Coast 
States; Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery; 
Pacific Fishery Management Plan; Amend-
ment 28; Correction’’ (RIN0648–BI89) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5806. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens 
Act Provisions; Fisheries Off West Coast 
States; Tribal Usual and Accustomed Fish-
ing Areas’’ (RIN0648–BN09) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 29, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5807. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Reel Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Partial Holdback of Commercial Quota for 
Gag in the Gulf of Mexico’’ (RIN0648–XD523) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 29, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5808. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South At-
lantic; Amendment 52’’ (RIN0648–BM12) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 29, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5809. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
2024 Commercial Accountability Measure 
and Catch Limit Reduction for Gag in the 
South Atlantic’’ (RIN0648–XD760) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5810. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; West Coast Salmon Fisheries; 
Federal Salmon Regulations for Overfished 
Species Rebuilding Plans’’ (RIN0648–BM53) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 29, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5811. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; West Coast Salmon Fisheries; 
2024 Specifications and Management Meas-
ures; Correction’’ (RIN0648–BM47) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 
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EC–5812. A communication from the Fish-

eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; Modification of the West Coast 
Salmon Fisheries; Inseason Actions #32 
Through #35’’ (RIN0648–XD952) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on August 29, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5813. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Atlantic Highly Mi-
gratory Species; Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fish-
eries; Closure of the General Category Janu-
ary Through March Fishery for 2024’’ 
(RIN0648–XD658) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5814. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Atlantic Highly Mi-
gratory Species; Bluefin Tuna General Cat-
egory Effort Controls and Related Regula-
tions’’ (RIN0648–BM66) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5815. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Dusky 
Rockfish in the West Yakutat District of the 
Gulf of Alaska’’ (RIN0648–XE006) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5816. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Cook 
Inlet Salmon; Amendment 16; Correction’’ 
(RIN0648–BM42) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5817. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pollock 
in Statistical Area 630 in the Gulf of Alaska’’ 
(RIN0648–XY071) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5818. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Cook 
Inlet Salmon; Amendment 16; Correction’’ 
(RIN0648–BM42) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5819. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-

merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific 
Ocean Perch in the West Yakutat District of 
the Gulf of Alaska’’ (RIN0648–XE004) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5820. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfer From Virginia 
to Massachusetts’’ (RIN0648–XE107) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5821. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfer from MA to RI’’ 
(RIN0648–XD611) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5822. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfer From NC to NY’’ 
(RIN0648–XD616) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 29, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5823. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfer from North 
Carolina to Connecticut’’ (RIN0648–XD631) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 29, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5824. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Northeast 
Multispecies Fishery; Fishing Year 2024 Rec-
reational Management Measures’’ (RIN0648– 
BM90) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5825. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfer From Virginia 
to Massachusetts’’ (RIN0648–XE107) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5826. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfer From North 

Carolina to New Jersey’’ (RIN0648–XE011) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 29, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5827. A communication from the Chief 
of Performance and Program Management, 
Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘The Emergency Alert System and 
Wireless Emergency Alerts’’ ((FCC24–83) (PS 
Docket Nos. 15–91 and 15–94)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 29, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5828. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Amendment of section 73.202(b), 
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations 
(Canadian, Texas)’’ (MB Docket No. 24–111) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5829. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Television 
Broadcasting Services; Jacksonville, Flor-
ida’’ (MB Docket No. 24–112) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 6, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5830. A communication from the Chief, 
Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Addressing the Homework Gap through the 
E–Rate Program’’ ((RIN3060–AK57) (FCC 24– 
76) (WC Docket No. 21–31)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5831. A communication from the Senior 
Trial Attorney, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Refunds and Other 
Consumer Protections (2024 FAA Reauthor-
ization)’’ (RIN2105–AF04) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5832. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Standard or Infant and Cradle Swings’’ 
(Docket No. CPSC–2013–0025) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on August 15, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5833. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Consumer and Gov-
ernmental Affairs Bureau, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Internet Protocol Captioned Telephone 
Service Compensation; Telecommunications 
Relay Services and Speech-to-Speech Serv-
ices for Individuals with Hearing and Speech 
Disabilities; Misuse of Internet Protocol 
Captioned Telephone’’ ((FCC 24–81) (CG 
Docket Nos. 22–408, 03–123, and 13–24)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 6, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5834. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Federal Maritime Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
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a rule entitled ‘‘Agency Seal’’ (RIN3072– 
AD01) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 29, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5835. A communication from the Dep-
uty Bureau Chief, Public Safety and Home-
land Security Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Location- 
Based Routing for Wireless 911 Calls Report 
and Order’’ ((FCC 24–78) (PS Docket Nos. 21– 
479 and 18–64)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 15, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5836. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Secretariat Division, 
Office of the General Counsel, General Serv-
ices Administration, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘General 
Services Administration Acquisition Regula-
tion (GSAR); Federal Supply Schedule Eco-
nomic Price Adjustment’’ (RIN3090–AK20) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
August 15, 2024; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5837. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Federal Transit Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Public Transportation Safety Cer-
tification Training Program’’ (RIN2132–AB43) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 26, 2024; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5838. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator for Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Relations, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Water 
Reuse Interagency Working Group’’; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–5839. A communication from the Chief 
Executive Officer, U.S. International Devel-
opment Finance Corporation, transmitting a 
legislative proposal entitled ‘‘United States 
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion Amendments Act of 2024’’ received in 
the Office of the President pro tempore; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5840. A communication from the Dep-
uty Undersecretary for International Affairs, 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Strengthening Workers’ Rights in Malay-
sia’s Electronic Supply Chain’’ (FOA–ILAB– 
24–31) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 26, 2024; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5841. A communication from the Dep-
uty Undersecretary for International Affairs, 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Increas-
ing Responsiveness of Cambodian Organiza-
tions of Persons with Disabilities and their 
Key Stakeholders to Labor Exploitation and 
Barriers that Impede Access to Decent 
Work’’ (FOA–ILAB–24–30) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5842. A communication from the Dep-
uty Undersecretary for International Affairs, 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Reduc-
ing Barriers that Impede Access to Edu-
cation and Decent Work for LGBTQI+ Youth 
in Brazil and the Latin American and Carib-
bean Region’’ (FOA–ILAB–24–32) received 

during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on August 
26, 2024; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5843. A communication from the Dep-
uty Undersecretary for International Affairs, 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Project 
to Combat Child Labor and Promote Accept-
able Conditions of Work in Tanzania’s 
Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining Sec-
tor’’ (FOA–ILAB–24–29) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 26, 2024; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5844. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘OMB Se-
questration Update Report to Congress for 
Fiscal Year 2025’’; to the Special Committee 
on Aging; Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry; Appropriations; Armed Services; 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs; the 
Budget; Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation; Energy and Natural Resources; Envi-
ronment and Public Works; Select Com-
mittee on Ethics; Finance; Foreign Rela-
tions; Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions; Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs; Indian Affairs; Select Committee on 
Intelligence; Joint Committee on Taxation; 
the Judiciary; Rules and Administration; 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship; and 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. CASEY, from the Special Com-

mittee on Aging: 
Special Report entitled ‘‘Fighting Fraud: 

Scams to Watch Out For’’ (Rept. No. 118–209). 
By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 3664. A bill to require executive branch 
employees to report certain royalties, and 
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118–210). 

By Mr. SCHATZ, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, without amendment: 

S. 2796. A bill to provide for the equitable 
settlement of certain Indian land disputes 
regarding land in Illinois, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 118–211). 

S. 2868. A bill to accept the request to re-
voke the charter of incorporation of the 
Lower Sioux Indian Community in the State 
of Minnesota at the request of that Commu-
nity, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118– 
212). 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 3594. A bill to require governmentwide 
source code sharing, and for other purposes 
(Rept. No. 118–213). 

S. 4305. A bill to improve the effectiveness 
of body armor issued to female agents and 
officers of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118– 
214). 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment: 

S. 4698. A bill to authorize the Joint Task 
Forces of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118– 
215). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. GRAHAM): 

S. 4992. A bill to promote peace, stability, 
and recovery in Ukraine, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 4993. A bill to immediately halt invest-

ment by United States persons in the energy 
sector of Venezuela until the legitimate re-
sults of the July 28, 2024, election are re-
spected; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WICKER: 
S. 4994. A bill to modify the boundary of 

the Vicksburg National Military Park in the 
State of Mississippi, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mr. MORAN): 

S. 4995. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a Water Project Navigators Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. 
PADILLA, and Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 4996. A bill to amend Public Law 89–108 
to modify the authorization of appropria-
tions for State and Tribal, municipal, rural, 
and industrial water supplies, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. TESTER, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. MORAN, and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. 4997. A bill making supplemental appro-
priations for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
LUJÁN): 

S. 4998. A bill to approve the settlement of 
water rights claims of the Navajo Nation in 
the Rio San Jose Stream System in the 
State of New Mexico, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 91 

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 91, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to 60 dip-
lomats, in recognition of their bravery 
and heroism during the Holocaust. 

S. 173 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 173, a bill to amend 
chapter 44 of title 18, United States 
Code, to require the safe storage of 
firearms, and for other purposes. 

S. 242 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 242, a bill to amend the Family and 
Medical Leave Act of 1993 and title 5, 
United States Code, to permit leave to 
care for a domestic partner, parent-in- 
law, or adult child, or another related 
individual, who has a serious health 
condition, and to allow employees to 
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take, as additional leave, parental in-
volvement and family wellness leave to 
participate in or attend their children’s 
and grandchildren’s educational and 
extracurricular activities or meet fam-
ily care needs. 

S. 428 

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 
names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Ms. LUMMIS), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) and the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE) were added as cosponsors of S. 
428, a bill to amend title 41, United 
States Code, to prohibit the Federal 
Government from entering into con-
tracts with an entity that discrimi-
nates against firearm or ammunition 
industries, and for other purposes. 

S. 663 

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 663, a bill to amend title II of 
the Social Security Act to eliminate 
the waiting periods for disability insur-
ance benefits and Medicare coverage 
for individuals with metastatic breast 
cancer, and for other purposes. 

S. 1028 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1028, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to expand health 
care and benefits from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for military sexual 
trauma, and for other purposes. 

S. 1185 

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1185, a bill to 
prohibit the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Secretary of Agriculture from 
prohibiting the use of lead ammunition 
or tackle on certain Federal land or 
water under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1706 

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1706, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to make 
permanent the deduction for qualified 
business income. 

S. 2001 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mr. TILLIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2001, a bill to require certain flags 
of the United States to be made in the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

S. 2138 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2138, a bill to require the Secretary of 
Labor to take initiatives to measure 
the impact of automation on the work-

force in order to inform workforce de-
velopment strategies, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2176 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2176, a bill to 
prohibit commercial sexual orientation 
conversion therapy, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2372 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2372, a bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to streamline en-
rollment under the Medicaid program 
of certain providers across State lines, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2405 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2405, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to assure phar-
macy access and choice for Medicare 
beneficiaries. 

S. 2888 
At the request of Mr. KING, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAPO) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2888, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to authorize rep-
resentatives of veterans service organi-
zations to participate in presentations 
to promote certain benefits available 
to veterans during preseparation coun-
seling under the Transition Assistance 
Program of the Department of Defense, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3180 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3180, a bill to establish a working wa-
terfronts grant program. 

S. 3197 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3197, a bill to establish and au-
thorize funding for an Iranian Sanc-
tions Enforcement Fund to enforce 
United States sanctions with respect to 
Iran and its proxies and pay off the 
United States public debt and to codify 
the Export Enforcement Coordination 
Center. 

S. 3297 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3297, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
pand the availability of medical nutri-
tion therapy services under the Medi-
care program. 

S. 3381 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Ms. LUMMIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3381, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow intan-

gible drilling and development costs to 
be taken into account when computing 
adjusted financial statement income. 

S. 3491 
At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3491, a bill to prohibit United 
States contributions to the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, 
the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change, and the 
Green Climate Fund. 

S. 3519 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3519, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to issue 
guidance on whether hospital emer-
gency departments should implement 
fentanyl testing as a routine procedure 
for patients experiencing an overdose, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3740 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3740, a bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to reauthorize the residential sub-
stance use disorder treatment program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3812 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON), the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. LEE) and the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3812, a bill to provide 
firearm licensees an opportunity to 
correct statutory and regulatory viola-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 3825 
At the request of Mr. ROMNEY, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3825, a bill to amend the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act 
to establish a State innovation dem-
onstration authority. 

S. 4004 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4004, a bill to amend the Horse 
Protection Act to designate additional 
unlawful acts under the Act, strength-
en penalties for violations of the Act, 
improve Department of Agriculture en-
forcement of the Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4075 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Ms. LUMMIS), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BUDD), the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) and the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE) were added as cosponsors of S. 
4075, a bill to prohibit payment card 
networks and covered entities from re-
quiring the use of or assigning mer-
chant category codes that distinguish a 
firearms retailer from a general mer-
chandise retailer or sporting goods re-
tailer, and for other purposes. 
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S. 4100 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 4100, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish the National 
Cemeteries Foundation to support the 
educational outreach activities of the 
Veterans Legacy Program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4186 

At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4186, a bill to eliminate toxic 
substances in beverage containers, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 4280 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the names of the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. SCHMITT), the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FETTERMAN), the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS) and the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4280, a bill to amend ti-
tles XVIII and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act to require skilled nursing fa-
cilities, nursing facilities, intermediate 
care facilities for the intellectually 
disabled, and inpatient rehabilitation 
facilities to permit essential caregivers 
access during any period in which reg-
ular visitation is restricted. 

S. 4437 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4437, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry 
out a pilot program to coordinate, 
navigate, and manage care and benefits 
for veterans enrolled in both the Medi-
care program and the system of annual 
patient enrollment of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

S. 4440 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4440, a bill to authorize 
additional monies to the Public Hous-
ing Capital Fund of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 4528 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4528, a bill to award posthumously 
a Congressional Gold Medal to Mar-
shall Walter ‘‘Major’’ Taylor in rec-
ognition of his significance to the na-
tion as an athlete, trailblazer, role 
model, and equal rights advocate. 

S. 4539 

At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN), the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 4539, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
make certain provisions with respect 
to qualified ABLE programs perma-
nent. 

S. 4569 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
PETERS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4569, a bill to require covered platforms 
to remove nonconsensual intimate vis-
ual depictions, and for other purposes. 

S. 4687 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 4687, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to wildland firefighters in 
recognition of their strength, resil-
iency, sacrifice, and service to protect 
the forests, grasslands, and commu-
nities of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4698 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4698, a bill to authorize the 
Joint Task Forces of the Department 
of Homeland Security, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4727 
At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 4727, a bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to clarify the nature of ju-
dicial review of agency interpretations 
of statutory and regulatory provisions. 

S. 4730 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4730, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the energy credit with respect to 
electrochromic glass. 

S. 4832 
At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. KAINE) and the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. BRAUN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 4832, a bill to require the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to 
amend the rules of the Commission to 
include a shark attack as an event for 
which a wireless emergency alert may 
be transmitted, and for other purposes. 

S. 4868 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
HAGERTY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 4868, a bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to eliminate the use of of-
ficial time by Federal employees. 

S. 4891 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4891, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to direct the Sec-
retary of Defense to limit copayments 
for outpatient visits for mental health 
or behavioral health under the 
TRICARE program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 4892 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4892, a bill to amend the Omnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to establish a grant program for 
first responder mental health and 
wellness, and for other purposes. 

S. 4932 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4932, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Act to pro-
vide for a research, development, and 
demonstration program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4933 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4933, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the tax-ex-
empt controlled entity rules with re-
spect to certain stock of government- 
sponsored enterprises. 

S.J. RES. 45 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S.J. Res. 45, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relating to 
contributions and expenditures in-
tended to affect elections. 

S.J. RES. 96 
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 

the names of the Senator from Iowa 
(Ms. ERNST), the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. SCOTT) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 96, a joint reso-
lution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Edu-
cation relating to ‘‘Nondiscrimination 
on the Basis of Sex in Education Pro-
grams or Activities Receiving Federal 
Financial Assistance’’. 

S.J. RES. 108 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 108, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States to 
reaffirm the principle that no person is 
above the law. 

S. RES. 599 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 599, a resolution protecting 
the Iranian political refugees, includ-
ing female former political prisoners, 
in Ashraf-3 in Albania. 

S. RES. 669 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the names of the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BUDD) and the Senator 
from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 669, a 
resolution designating October 10, 2024, 
as ‘‘American Girls in Sports Day’’. 

S. RES. 684 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 684, a resolution sup-
porting the role of the United States in 
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helping save the lives of children and 
protecting the health of people in low- 
income countries with vaccines and 
immunization through Gavi, the Vac-
cine Alliance (’’ Gavi’’). 

S. RES. 740 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 740, a resolution acknowl-
edging and apologizing for the mis-
treatment of, and discrimination 
against, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender individuals who served the 
United States in the uniformed serv-
ices, the Foreign Services, and the Fed-
eral civil service. 

S. RES. 802 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mrs. BRITT), the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH), the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. TUBERVILLE), the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) and 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) were added as cosponsors of 
S. Res. 802, a resolution designating 
August 2024 as ‘‘National Catfish 
Month’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2903 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2903 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4638, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2025 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 4993. A bill to immediately halt in-

vestment by United States persons in 
the energy sector of Venezuela until 
the legitimate results of the July 28, 
2024, election are respected; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

Their being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 4993 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Halt All 
United States Investments in Venezuela’s 
Energy Sector Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) On July 28, 2024, more than 10,000,000 
citizens of Venezuela voted in a presidential 
election in which meticulously documented 
and publicized data from credible election 
monitors clearly and convincingly showed 
that opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez 
received more than two-thirds of the votes 
against the regime of Nicolas Maduro. 

(2) The Maduro regime has refused to re-
spect the overwhelming choice of the people 
of Venezuela and subsequently arrested and 
abused thousands of innocent citizens of 
Venezuela, including children, for peaceful 
political participation. 

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON INVESTMENT BY 
UNITED STATES PERSONS IN EN-
ERGY SECTOR OF VENEZUELA UNTIL 
THE LEGITIMATE RESULTS OF THE 
JULY 28, 2024, ELECTION ARE RE-
SPECTED. 

(a) PROHIBITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of 

the enactment of this Act, the following 
transactions are prohibited: 

(A) Any transaction by a United States 
person, or an entity owned or controlled by 
a United States person, to invest, trade, or 
operate within the energy sector of Ven-
ezuela, including the provision of goods, 
services, or finance to— 

(i) Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A., or subsidi-
aries, representatives, or related companies 
of Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A.; or 

(ii) the regime of Nicolas Maduro or any 
nondemocratic successor government in 
Venezuela. 

(B) Any transaction that evades or avoids, 
has the purpose of evading or avoiding, 
causes a violation of, or attempts to violate 
the prohibition under subparagraph (A). 

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The prohibitions under 
paragraph (1) shall apply— 

(A) to the extent provided by law and regu-
lations, orders, directives, or licenses that 
may be issued pursuant to this section; and 

(B) notwithstanding any contract entered 
into or any license or permit granted before 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, may take such actions, including 
prescribing regulations, as are necessary to 
implement this section. 

(B) IEEPA AUTHORITIES.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury may exercise the authorities 
provided to the President under sections 203 
and 205 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to 
the extent necessary to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or 
causes a violation of subsection (a) or any 
regulation, license, directive, or order issued 
to carry out that subsection shall be subject 
to the penalties set forth in subsections (b) 
and (c) of section 206 of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1705) to the same extent as a person that 
commits an unlawful act described in sub-
section (a) of that section. 

(c) RESPONSIBILITY OF OTHER AGENCIES.— 
All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment shall take all appropriate measures 
within their authority to carry out the pro-
visions of this section. 

(d) TERMINATION OF PROHIBITION.—The pro-
hibitions under subsection (a) shall termi-
nate on the date on which the President sub-
mits to Congress a determination that the 
regime of Nicolas Maduro has recognized the 
July 28, 2024, electoral victory of Edmundo 
Gonzalez and relinquished power to the le-
gitimately democratically elected govern-
ment in Venezuela. 

(e) UNITED STATES PERSON DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘United States per-
son’’ means— 

(1) a United States citizen or alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence to the 
United States; 

(2) any entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States (including a foreign 
branch of any such entity); and 

(3) any person physically located in the 
United States. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE 
ROTUNDA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 126, which was received from the 
House and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 126) 
authorizing the use of the rotunda of the 
Capitol for a ceremony to award post-
humously a Congressional Gold Medal in 
commemoration to the servicemembers who 
perished in Afghanistan on August 26, 2021, 
during the evacuation of citizens of the 
United States and Afghan allies at Hamid 
Karzai International Airport. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to, and the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 126) was agreed to. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 4973 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk due 
for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 4973) to reassert the constitu-
tional authority of Congress to determine 
the general applicability of the criminal 
laws of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceeding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
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stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, September 10; that following the 
prayer and the pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and morning 
business be closed; that following the 
conclusion of morning business, the 
Senate proceed to executive session to 
resume consideration of the Abelson 
nomination postcloture; further, that 
all time be considered expired at 11:30 
a.m. and that following the cloture 
vote on the Vargas nomination, the 
Senate recess until 2:15 p.m. to allow 
for the weekly caucus meetings; that if 
cloture has been invoked on the Vargas 
nomination, all time be considered ex-
pired at 2:15 p.m.; finally, that if any 
nominations are confirmed during 
Tuesday’s session, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator 
WARNOCK. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
f 

APALACHEE SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, I rise 
today carrying the grief of all Geor-
gians after a school shooting in the 
small town of Winder, GA, claimed the 
lives of two children and two educators 
just 5 days ago. 

I have been in the U.S. Senate a little 
over 3 years, and I have stood here 
three times to lament yet another 
tragic mass shooting in my State alone 
that has taken innocent lives. That is 
as unsurprising as it is tragic since we 
endure, in this country, about two 
mass shootings a day. 

So here we are again. I stand here 
not just as a Senator but as a father of 
two young children. I can tell you that 
as a dad, that time in the morning 
when you get your kids ready for 
school and you put them in the car and 
you drive them to school—that is pre-
cious time. All of us parents, when we 
drop our kids off—we drive them to 
school or walk them to school or walk 
them to the schoolbus—we want to 
know that we are going to pick them 
up just a few hours later. It is a ritual 
played out in small towns and big cit-
ies all across America, and it is some-
thing we take for granted. But increas-
ingly in the United States of America, 
we cannot take for granted that when 
we drop our kids off in the morning, we 

will pick them up at 3 o’clock. That is 
every parents’ nightmare regardless of 
your politics. 

Only weeks into the new school year, 
this nightmare again became a reality 
in Georgia. With four dead, others in-
jured, and an entire community trau-
matized, Apalachee High School joins a 
grim and growing procession of schools 
where our children are dying from gun 
violence. 

We cannot easily pass this over. We 
must never forget their names: two 
dedicated educators, Cristina Irimie 
and Richard—or Coach Ricky, as he 
was called—Aspinwall, and then two 
young students, Mason Schermerhorn 
and Christian Angulo. 

On Friday night, this past Friday 
night, I went to Winder to join 
Apalachee students, families, and com-
munity members as they came to-
gether to mourn these precious souls. 
It was a Friday night in smalltown 
Georgia. The truth is, we should have 
been there for a football game—how I 
remember those nights as a high school 
student—but instead of cheering on 
their classmates, they were mourning 
their classmates. 

One student came up to me with pain 
in her eyes, and she said, ‘‘I don’t want 
to go back to school.’’ Then there were 
these girls, these 15-year-old girls, who 
surrounded me, because I spent some 
time there, and they began to talk to 
me. One of them talked about hearing 
the noise of someone banging on the 
door, of huddling and wondering what 
would come next. 

Coach Ricky, who was beloved, was 
also a math teacher, and one of the 
girls said: This was my math teacher. 
Imagine that. You go to school one 
day, and the biggest thing you are con-
cerned about is understanding the 
math problem, and you come to school 
the next day, the next week, and your 
math teacher is dead—another victim 
of a mass shooting in your school. 

I remember talking also to the fam-
ily of Christian, and the father shared 
with me that they had moved from 
California to a small town in Georgia 
looking for a quiet and peaceful life. 
Sad irony. Tragic irony. 

One of my colleagues suggested over 
the weekend—one of my Senate col-
leagues—that this kind of violence is a 
fact of life. That is what he said. He 
said it is a fact of life. 

No. This is a fact of life in America. 
In no other country that is not at war 
is this kind of random violence routine. 
This is a tragic form of American 
exceptionalism. 

As we wrestle with this trauma, I 
think we are all called as a country to 
ask ourselves, what trauma do we visit 
upon our children if we say that the 
only thing we can do for you in the 
midst of all of this is to teach you how 
to hide? 

That same colleague, by the way, 
suggested that what we ought to do is 
harden the schools because these are 
soft targets. Well, apply that logic. So 
are we going to harden every school in 

America, harden every grocery store in 
America? What about shopping malls? 
What about spas? What about the med-
ical clinics? What about the houses of 
worship? Is that the answer? Are we 
going to turn the whole country into a 
fort just so 14-year-olds can have AR– 
15s? So I know that we may not all 
agree on what to do, but surely we can 
do better than that. We don’t have to 
live this way. We don’t have to accept 
this as a fact of life. 

So in the midst of all of this, we hear 
often the words, you know, ‘‘We are 
sending our thoughts and our prayers.’’ 
Let me say as a man of faith that to 
say that you are praying while refusing 
to act is to make a mockery of faith. 
We must pray with our lips, and we 
must pray by taking action. 

I do not believe that mass shootings 
as routine are the cost of freedom; I be-
lieve that they are the cost of blind ob-
stinance. They are the cost of greed. 

So we must start and see through a 
serious, bipartisan conversation right 
here in Washington and in State cap-
itals all over this country about how to 
better protect our children and com-
munities across the country from the 
scourge of gun violence. 

I was proud that a few years ago, just 
a couple years ago, we did make 
progress right here in this Chamber, 
and we passed commonsense gun safety 
reforms in the wake of yet another 
tragic school shooting. While that bill 
was modest, it was meaningful. We 
made progress. Right now, that law is 
saving lives but, as we were reminded 
just a few days ago, not enough. So 
there is still work for us to do. 

For me, this is not a political issue; 
it is a moral issue. The glimmer of 
hope is that most American families 
feel the same way. According to a FOX 
News poll, about 87 percent of Ameri-
cans believe that Congress ought to 
pass universal background checks. 
That is Democrats and Republicans—87 
percent agreement. Still we can’t have 
a serious conversation about that here 
in this Chamber. Why? Because politi-
cians have put their own political am-
bitions—their own fears in some 
cases—ahead of the people we were sent 
here to represent. It is just another 
sign of the growing chasm between 
what the people want and what they 
can get out of their government. In 
that sense, it is a democracy problem. 

So we have to save the American peo-
ple from this carnage, and we have to 
redeem the democracy. We must do 
more, and I believe in our ability to do 
more because I believe in the American 
people. The American people are call-
ing for change—Democrats and Repub-
licans, folks in rural spaces and in 
urban spaces. It is the gun lobby that 
wants to turn this into a culture war 
because they know that is in their best 
interest. 

This is a public safety issue, and the 
American people are calling out for ac-
tion, they are calling for sanity, and I 
believe it is high time that we do that 
work. 
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As I close, I just want to thank our 

law enforcement officers. I want to 
thank our first responders and our 
healthcare workers. May we thank our 
educators, our teachers, our coaches. 
May we remember the people of Winder 
and Apalachee High School and small 
towns all across our country. They all 
stood up the other day, shining bright 
in a dark moment. I pray for the day 
when I will be able to say the same 
thing about the U.S. Congress. It is 
past time. 

As dark as this moment is, may we 
be encouraged by the words of Scrip-
ture: 

The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:56 p.m., 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 10, 
2024, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

LANHEE J. CHEN, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A DIRECTOR 
OF THE AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR A TERM OF 
FIVE YEARS, VICE JEFFREY R. MORELAND, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

UNITED NATIONS 

BEN CARDIN, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SEV-
ENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS. 

TANYA LEIGH FLORES, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
THE SEVENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEM-
BLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 

DAN SULLIVAN, OF ALASKA, TO BE A REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SEV-
ENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS. 

MICHAEL TRAGER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 
BE A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO THE SEVENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE GEN-
ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ADAM GAMORAN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE DIRECTOR OF 
THE INSTITUE OF EDUCATION SCIENCE, DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS, VICE MARK 
SCHNEIDER, TERM EXIRED. 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

GORDON HARTOGENSIS, OF CONNECTICUT, TO BE A 
GOVERNOR OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 8, 2031, VICE ROMAN 
MARTINEZ IV, TERM EXPIRING. 

THE JUDICIARY 

ELIZABETH C. COOMBE, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT 
OF NEW YORK, VICE GLENN T. SUDDABY, RETIRED. 

SARAH MORGAN DAVENPORT, OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
NEW MEXICO, VICE WILLIAM P. JOHNSON, RETIRING. 

SHARAD HARSHAD DESAI, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA, VICE G. MURRAY SNOW, RETIRING. 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be general 

LT. GEN. XAVIER T. BRUNSON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. RICHARD E. ANGLE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. GARY A. ROPERS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. THERESA K. COGSWELL 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. LANCE A. OKAMURA 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. SCOTT W. HIIPAKKA 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. PAUL L. KUETTNER 
COL. SANDRA K. MARTIN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. JOHHNY K. DAVIS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. ALLAN M. PEPIN 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

JUSTIN S. ALBERICO 
TERRANCE S. ALLEN 
MATTHEW M. ANDREWS 
MATTHEW R. ARNOLD 
NICHOLAS D. ARTHUR 
KEATON B. ASKEW 
BRYSON STEPHEN AYERS 
JONATHAN N. BALL 
EDMUND A. BALLEW 
JUSTIN D. BANEZ 
WILLIAM S. BARKSDALE 
LINDSEY A. BAUER 
BRIAN D. BEEARS 
MARK W. BERTHELOTTE 
BRETT W. BLACK 
IVAN L. BLACKWELL 
KRISTEN ALYCE BONEBERG 
ASCENZO J. BONITATI 
WILLIAM F. BOOTH II 
ADAM R. BOYD 
MARC R. BRADLE 
EDWARD A. BRADY 
MEHUL J. BRAHMBHATT 
JESSE D. BREAU 
PAUL J. BREHM 
MIKITA R. BROWN 
STANLEY C. BROWN, JR. 
JULIANA T. BRUNS 
STEVEN JAMES CAIN 
ELLEN MARIE GETZ CANUP 
SHAWN M. CHAMBERLIN 
SHAWN R. CHANEY 
MICHAEL S. CHMIELEWSKI 
JONATHAN TREVOR CICHOWSKI 
MARY F. CLARK 
DAVID R. CLEMENTI 
STEVEN M. COOPER 
KEVIN D. COUGHLIN 
CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL COVILLE 
RICHARD S. CRAMER, JR. 
JOHN ALBERT CUMMINGS, JR. 
BROOKS M. DANIEL 
BRADLEY W. DAVIES 
CHAD M. DAVIES 
JONATHAN R. DEDIC 
AARON M. DEVAN 
BRIAN R. DICKS 
SCOTT D. DIEHL 
STEVEN E. DOVE 
SARAH M. DOWD 
JOHN DAVID DURAY 
LAURA B. EASTON 
JOSHUA J. EDGINGTON 
JASON M. EGGER 
DANIEL J. ETUE 
JASON B. EVANS 

JOSEPH N. FARAONE 
GREGORY R. FARRELL 
NARADA MICHAEL FELDER 
VALARIE C. FERRARA 
JONATHAN E. FEUCHT 
RYAN A. FITZGERALD 
JAMILA W. FITZPATRICK 
SARAH V. FORTIN 
DANIEL E. FREDBERG 
DAVID M. GALLOWAY 
ANDREW J. GLASS 
CHARLES W. GOETZ 
ERIC DENNIS GORNEY 
DAVID R. GOTTLIEB 
JONATHAN T. GRAYSON 
JEFFREY K. GREENSFELDER 
RICHARD J. GREIG 
TIMOTHY LYNN GROFF 
MATTHEW WILLIAM GUASCO 
MATTHEW R. HAMMERLE 
DANETA F. HARRINGTON 
NICHOLAS I. HAUSSLER 
THOMAS GROVER HAWKES 
BRIAN T. HELLESTO 
DANIEL J. HELLINGER 
JOHN LEWIS HENDERSON, JR. 
MATTHEW J. HENFEY 
CORY E. HENWOOD 
MICHAEL Z. HERSHEY 
JACOB P. HESS 
DANIEL J. HEWES 
RICHARD S. HIGASHI 
CHRISTOPHER E. HIGH 
CHARLES DAVID HODGES 
KIRK W. HOFFMAN 
MARCI A. HOFFMAN 
COREY C. HOGUE 
JORDAN MATTHEW HRUPEK 
GREGORY ANDREW HUNGER 
JOHN D. HUNTSMAN 
JONATHAN M. HUTTO 
CORYDON ANDREW JERCH 
JAMIE R. JOHNSON 
RAYMOND CARLTON JONES 
CHRISTOPHER L. KARINS 
PRICHARD R. KEELY 
HEATH J. KERNS 
AARON W. KISER 
ROBERT M. KNAPP 
BUCKLEY J. KOZLOWSKI 
DANIEL S. KROWINSKI 
JARED L. LALIBERTE 
FRANK STEVEN LARAS 
BRANDON TAYLOR LAURET 
CHARLES A. LEDEATTE 
DAVID LEE LEVENE 
GABRIEL ADAM LEWIS 
BRENT LUKE LIPOVSKY 
AARON JOHN LIPPY 
SHAUN P. LOOMIS 
CHARLES CHRISTIAN LOWRY 
MEGAN M. LUKA 
KURT D. MACALONEY 
MATTHEW MACFARLANE 
NATHAN C. MALAFA 
STEVEN M. MASSIE II 
JOHN P. MATCHETT 
MICHAEL A. MATT 
DREW R. MAULSBY 
ANTHONY E. MAY 
TIMOTHY J. MAY 
JEREMY L. MAYFIELD 
DERRICK L. MCCLAIN 
ROLAND TAFT MCELVEEN 
PATRICK B. MCLAUGHLIN 
BREANNA C. MCNAIR 
LESLIE E. MCPEAK III 
ZACHARY K. MELLOR 
ANDREW M. MILLER 
PHILLIP R. MILLER 
MICHAEL JAMES MILOSZEWSKI 
JEFFREY T. MITCHELL 
ROBERT L. MOORE 
JOSHUA A. MOORES 
BRIAN J. MORRISSEY 
MATTHEW D. MUNSKA 
WILLIAM C. MURPHY 
STEVEN A. MWESIGWA 
CRAIG H. NEUMAN 
JUSTIN L. NOEHL 
STEVEN T. NOLAN 
CRAIG M. NORDGREN 
JOHN R. OHLUND 
TRAVIS JOHN OTTENBACHER 
WILLIAM D. OWEN, JR. 
JOHN D. OWENS 
NATHAN E. PADGETT 
JESSE C. PALCHICK 
DANIEL P. PALLISTER 
JACOB R. PARKER 
EVAN C. PARR 
PATRICK R. PARRISH 
MICHAEL S. PERRY 
BRENT L. PETERSON 
CALVIN E. PETERSON 
JEFFREY M. PETERSON 
HENRY E. PFLUGRADT III 
RODNEY B. PIERCE 
DANIEL M. PIPER 
JOHN P. POHLEN 
NICOLA C. POLIDOR 
BENJAMIN ROY POOLE 
KYLE J. PORTER 
LINDSAY MIXSON POST 
ERIC V. POUNDS 
DEREK R. RANKIN 
NICHOLAS C. REDENIUS 
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STEPHEN S. REDMOND 
ALEXANDER J. REICH 
JOSHUA M. RENFRO 
MAX J. RENNER 
ROY Q. RHINEHART 
JOSEPH M. RICE 
DANIEL ROLAND RICHARDSON 
SAMUEL P. ROBINO 
WILLIAM ROOT 
RYAN L. ROPER 
CRAIG CHARLES RUMBLE 
KYLE J. RYKACZEWSKI 
DUSTIN M. SANDERS 
KIRBY A. SANFORD 
ANDREW G. SAYLOR 
MARK V. SCHNELL 
DAVID C. SCOTT 
KELLEN DAVID SICK 
RYAN A. SIMPSON 
JAMES SINCLAIR 
JOSHUA A. SINGSAAS 
MICHAEL A. SLAUGHTER 
ANDREW TERRY SMECKERT 
JAMES LEON SMITH 
TYLER SMITH 
DEREK G. SPEAR 
JAMES C. SPRYS 
MATTHEW J. STAMPHER 
COURTLAND W. STANLEY 
KENNETH R. STERLING 
MATT STEWART 
JOSHUA S. STINSON 
BRETT A. STITT 
BRANDON J. STOCK 
WILLIAM A. STREET 
CHARLES C. STRETCH, JR. 
WILLIAM T. STROHECKER IV 
MATTHEW S. STRUTHERS 
NICHOLAS A. SUPPA 
ROBERT A. SWITZER 
JASON ALLEN TAYLOR 
MATTHEW W. TAYLOR 
SETH O. TAYLOR 
ERIN MAUREEN TEDESCO 
JAEFEN THIELKER 
MICHAEL M. TRIMBLE 
BRIAN M. TRUMBLE 
DAVID M. UNDERWOOD 
MARCUS LEE UNDERWOOD 
MATTHEW S. VOGEL 
NICHOLAS ROBERT WABEKE 
JERAD T. WARREN 
MICHAEL W. WELLS 
BRANDON M. WESTLING 
PATRICK N. WESTMORELAND 
JUSTIN W. WETTERHALL 
CHRISTOPHER L. WHITAKER 
LUCAS E. WILL 
SEAN M. WILLIAMS 
JEFFREY D. WILLS 
JESSE G. WILSON 
MATTHEW P. WILSON 
RYAN W. WILSON 
BENJAMIN J. WOOD 
RYAN J. WORRELL 
WILLIAM D. YOAKLEY 
AARON J. YOUNG 
JOHN J. ZAIMIS 
JONATHAN A. ZANNIS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

STEPHEN M. ADDINGTON 
JOSEPH MATTHEW BARNUM 
DWAIN JASON BARTELS II 
CASSANDRA BATES 
JOMIA T. BLAS 
JEREMY A. BOEING 
DANIEL J. BRADY 
ANTHONY W. BRYANT 
WILLIAM B. BURROUS 
BRIAN E. CAMPBELL 
JOHN JOSEPH CASEY 
DAVID W. CHANCEY 
MICHAEL J. CHEATHAM 
WILLIAM K. CHO 
ROBERT M. CLARK 
JASON L. COLEMAN 
THOMAS F. COOK, JR. 
HARRY P. COOPER III 
ROSS MICHAEL DAVIS 
GREGORY A. DEGRUCHY 
ODI H. DIAMBRA 
COREY S. EVERAGE 
MITCHELL K. FOY 
RICARDO R. GARCIA 
JAMIE S. GEGG 
CRYSTAL A. GLASTER 
AMBER L. GOODWIN 
CODY L. GRAVITT 
MARJORIE HALL BARNUM 
RACHEL M. HAMLYN 
PETRINA A. HANSON 
JOHN J. HARDING 
JOHN J. HART 
JAIME RIVAS HARVEY 
SCOTT A. HASELDEN 
DARRYL J. HEBERT, JR. 
MARK A. HEIL 
SETH HERNANDEZ 
NATHAN R. HIER 
KATHRYN L. HINDS 
JON LELAND HOBART 
RYAN A. HOWELL 

CHRISTOPHER E. JONES 
MICHAEL DAVID KENNEDY 
BENJAMIN R. KNOST 
KIMBERLY J. LICHTE 
ALEXANDER R. LIGGETT 
BJ LIM 
JASON S. LONG 
NATHAN B. MAERTENS 
FERDINAND MALDONADO 
MARY ELIZABETH MANGUM 
JEREMY B. MCCRANEY 
BARRY J. MCGEE 
DANIEL P. MCGUIRE 
HEATH AARON MCKIM 
BRANDON S. MCKINNON 
JOSEPH J. MICHAELS III 
OLIVIA SUZANNE MOSS 
JONATHON M. MURRAY 
NENA M. MYERS 
STEPHANIE ANN MYERS 
RYAN A. NATALINI 
JAMES J. NELSON 
MARC ANTHONY C. ORTIZ 
CASEY L. PEASE 
MARTIN L. PEREZ 
REDAHLIA S. PERSON 
JASON E. PURCELL 
ISABELLA K. RAMIREZ 
ADAM T. RECTOR 
PHILLIP M. REHMERT 
JUSTIN B. REX 
EDWARD ROMERO 
NICOLE M. SCHATZ 
TIMOTHY D. SCHEFFLER 
BENJAMIN J. SCHNEIDER 
BRIAN H. SHEEHAN 
JESSA M. SHEETS 
KELLY M. SMITH 
JASON E. STACK 
SEAN THOMAS STAPLER 
KEVIN L. SUMMERS 
PETER C. TALLEY 
STEVE M. TATRO 
DAVID ISAAC TEMPLE 
AARON HOUSTON THOMAS 
JULIAN T. THOMAS 
MELISSA RENE THURMAN 
LEE M. TURCOTTE 
STEVEN M. VICK 
MARK R. WAGNER 
ELBERT M. WATERS IV 
JEFFREY M. WESTERMAN 
ANTHONELLI WHITE, JR. 
DENNIS S. WIDNER 
JOSEPH E. WIERENGA 
JOSHUA J. WOLFRAM 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

LEE EDMOND AKERS 
DAVID J. APARICIO 
LUCIANA L. AUGUSTINE 
MATTHEW G. BAGG 
JOHN G. BALACONIS 
LAURA F. BARNES 
CONNOR W. BENEDICT 
JAMES C. BOWERS 
MATTHEW W. BUCHHOLZ 
BENJAMIN GARY CALIFF 
MICHAEL ANTHONY CIAMPA 
NICHOLAS RYAN COLEMAN 
JENNIFER CONDON PRACHT 
ELLEN M. CRONIN 
TODD C. DAWSON 
JACOB DELAPASSE 
ERIC R. DITTMAN 
JESSICA HEWITT DWYER 
THEODORE J. ERICKSON 
JAVIER A. ESCOBAR 
KRISTINA LECHNER ESPOSITO 
KENTON A. FELDMAN 
ANDREW CARL FRAZIER 
JASON R. FUHRER 
DAVID RAY GALBREATH 
AMY M. HALLOCK 
LANE C. HAUBELT 
TIMOTHY MATTHEW HIGLEY 
KIMBERLY W. HUBER 
ROBINSON CHARLES L. HUGHES 
JEREMY DOUGLAS JOHNSON 
STEVEN P. JORDAN 
JUAN D. JURADO 
MARSHA ROSA KARLAN 
JESSICA LYNN KASHKA 
MATTHEW KAUFFMANN 
HOPE MARIE KLUKOVICH 
JOSEPH B. KOLESKI 
JEFFREY R. KOMIVES 
CHARLES H. KRUDENER III 
SHAWN LITTLETON 
DAVID LIU 
CHRISTOPHER ALAN LUNDELL 
JENNIFER A. MAPP 
MARK EDWARD MARTIN 
JOHN D. MCSHANE 
MICHAEL DOUGLAS MOEN 
JESSE G. MORENO 
ELBERT G. MOSE 
MORGAN MOSER 
STARGELL A. MOSLEY 
JEFFREY M. NEWCAMP 
ANDREW ROBIN NYE 
OSCAR A. PALOMINO 
JIMMIE J. PEREZ 

MICHAEL D. PLOURDE 
ALEXANDRA C. PLUNKETT 
PETER J. SCHMICK 
JOSHUA E. SCHNEIDER 
KATRINA L. SCHWEIKER 
NICHOLAS M. SCOTCH 
JAMES A. SCOVILLE 
LADY NOREEN SANTOS SIMMONS 
JESSE PAUL SOMANN 
WILLIAM JAMES STEPHENSON 
CHRISTOPHER B. STUTHEIT 
ERIC LANDON SUITS 
EMILIO L. TALIPAN, JR. 
BRIAN VIOLA 
NATHAN F. WELTY 
CASANDRA M. WOLAK 
MARK ARNOLD WUERTZ II 
MICHAEL GRAY YTTRI 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

PHILLIP N. ALVAREZ 
JACOB CASSIDY AMES 
ERIC M. ASHE 
SEAN A. ATKINS 
THOMAS L. AUERS 
CHARLES A. BARTON III 
RYAN DALLAS BATCHELOR 
KATHERINE A. BATTERTON 
DAVID J. BENSON 
JOHN H. BERGMANS 
BRANDON J. BERNARDONI 
DANIEL IAN BLACKLEDGE 
ELIZABETH C. BLAKEMAN 
MORONI CRAIG BOOTH 
MICHAEL T. BREWER 
BRYON C. BUZAN 
EZRA B. CAPLAN 
RICARDO D. COLON 
ADAM WARD DEMARCO 
AARON L. EGGERS 
JUSTIN D. ELLSWORTH 
MELISSA A. ENGLISH 
DAVID ALAN FINLAY, JR. 
ANDREAS V. FLOWERS 
ERICA L. FOUNTAIN 
ROBERT GRAMLING 
THOMAS J. GRANT 
MICHAEL ALLEN HARRIS 
GEORGE M. HART III 
KAREEN A. HART 
SARAH L. HEDRICK 
JILL HELIKER 
JOSEPH M. HINSON 
BILLY R. HUFFMAN 
PIOTR R. JAHOLKOWSKI 
JAMES JOHNSON 
BRIAN P. KIRCHNER 
SHERYLL I. KLINKEL 
TRAVIS D. KORNAHRENS 
NICHOLAS D. KUC 
CHRISTOPHER G. LADUKE 
CAMERON J. LEE 
CALEB SEBASTIAN I. LISENBEE 
STEVEN M. LIZZOL 
BREEZY M. LONG 
NATHAN A. LOYD 
JOSHUA Q. LYONS 
KENNETH MALLOY 
AMOY PHYLLIS MANLEY 
STEPHEN W. MASTERNAK 
EMMANUEL MATOS 
JULIA N. MCGREGOR 
SCOTT CARR MCLAUGHLIN 
MARCUS E. MCNABB 
ERIC J. MEHRTENS 
BRIAN EDWARD MILLER 
MELISSA JANE MILNER 
ZALIKA RADHIYA MIMS 
JOHN MARTIN MINEAR 
PAVITRA P. MURTHY 
PETER J. NAZARECHUK 
LOC H. NGUYEN 
DOUGLAS ALLEN OLTMER 
TODD JOSEPH PACIENCIA 
WILLIAM C. POWELL 
ABRAHAM REDOBLE 
NATHANIEL LEE RESENDEZ 
KALLI J. RITTER 
JONATHAN D. SAAS 
OLIVER A. SAGUN 
ERIC VONDELL SAUNDERS 
JASON P. SCALZITTI 
BRYAN SCHMELZER 
JOHN C. SEVERNS 
CHRISTINA M. SHEETS 
JEROMIE L. SHOULDERS 
DEAN A. SMITH 
ZACHARY M. SMITH 
JEREMY L. SPARKS 
JOSHUA IAN TOLK 
TIMOTHY A. TURNER 
JOSHUA MICHAEL TYSON 
PHILLIP WILLIAM VENTURA 
JOSEPH ANDREW VIDEC 
OMAR VILLARREAL 
DANIEL EARL WAID 
KURT WEISSGERBER 
GREGORY C. WHITE 
CHRISTOPHER GLEN WILEY 
ADAM M. WILLIAMS 
TYLER J. WINTERMOTE 
STANLEY Y. WONG 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5897 September 9, 2024 
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 

TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

ERIC STARR BUSS 
DOUGLAS W. CARMEAN 
NIGEL H. CRISP 
SAMUEL A. GRAHAM III 
BRIAN B. LANE 
ROBERT J. MACK 
BURDETTE O. MILLEN 
CHRISTIAM E. ORMAZA 
CHRISTOPHER M. PUGH 
DANIEL WESLEY SHIMONSKY 
JONATHAN M. WALKER 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

STEPHEN V. S. ALEXANDER 
GEORGE AMBELANG 
BRIAN S. BARBA 
JULIAN L. BENTON 
DAVID JASON BEWLEY 
KEVIN M. BOURNE 
JEREMY W. COLE 
DAVID MATTHEW COX 
WILLIAM JAMES HERBERT 
KENNETH R. HERRINGDINE, JR. 
BRANDON E. JOHNSON 
JUAN R. MATIAS 
SERGEI ALEXANDER MEDVEDEV 
TERRY J. NAIL 
MICHAEL J. NISHIMURA 
ADRIAN CIPRIAN PATRASCU 
ERIC GUY RABARIJAONA 
SEAN CHRISTOPHE REYNOLDS 
TIMOTHY C. ROLLING 
PHILEMON SAKAMOTO 
BRYAN P. SHOUPE 
ROBERT A. SMITH 
MATTHEW STINES 
MAUREEN E. TANNER 
TERRA S. VERBIK 
TREVOR R. WEINERT 
YESUN YOON 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR ARMY DEN-
TAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531, 716, 
AND 7064: 

To be lieutenant colonel 

WESLEY S. SHUTE 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR TEMPORARY 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REG-
ULAR NAVY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 8286: 

To be captain 

ROBERT J. COATS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

CHRISTOPHER H. ANSCHUETZ 
TYSON M. BIDDLE 
EVAN R. BLOXHAM 
MARIO D. P. BROOKS 
CHRISTOPHER J. BROWN 
CALVIN T. H. CHU 
WANDA I. COLON 
AARON B. H. DEANON 
MADELEINE FUENTES 
ARASH HAGUE 
NAJIB HAMDOUNI 
WESLEY Y. HAN 
BLAKE M. HARPEL 
DANIEL S. HATTING 
JONATHAN A. HERRICK 
ANTHONY L. HINDS 
DANIEL F. HINKLEY 
JUSTIN M. H. HUNNELL 
PETER W. JACQUES 
SAMUEL E. MACAVOY 
SEAN P. MERCIER 
ANTHONY F. MEYER 
SAND D. MILLER 
JASON R. MORLAN 
GARRY W. NATALE 
MATTHEW M. NECHAK 
BRYAN H. ORTIZ 
DESSISLAVA I. RABELL 
CHRISTY F. RIEGER 
GAMALIER RIVERAFONTAN 
BRET M. ROBERTS 
GREGORY P. SCEVIOUR 
JEFFREY L. SCHOFF 
ANALEE H. SEILER 
PATRICK C. SHANE 
TAYLOR A. SHIPLEY 
JORDAN T. STEPHENS 
JASON L. STORY 
PHUONG A. C. TA 
DAVID J. UYAN 
TIMOTHY P. VADALA 
ERIN C. WALSH 
MICHAEL A. WIESMAN 
RICHARD J. WILSON 

LIN L. ZHENG 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

ANDREW J. BROD 
SAUL L. BURLESON 
LARA C. BYRD 
TRAVIS E. COFFEY 
MATTHEW C. FORE 
ANDREW M. FRANCIS 
MATTHEW A. HARRIS 
STEVEN G. HERVEY 
BRIAN J. KIRSCHENBAUM 
KEITH J. LIGHTNER 
EAMON A. MCGRAW 
MARIO K. MURPHY 
JASON D. OWEN 
FLOURNOY C. PHELPS 
JASON T. PORTER 
ROBERT C. PRICE 
NATHAN N. RICE 
MATTHEW A. RILEY 
PAUL B. RODGERS 
NASHAUNNA S. SANDERS 
PAUL A. SCHUMANN 
MATTHEW D. SHEPARD 
JOSHUA A. SHERWIN 
SCOT E. SROKA 
JOHN W. TARR 
MARK A. TORRES 
JONATHAN D. UYBOCO 
STEVEN M. WALKER 
YONATAN M. WARREN 
KEVIN S. WILKINSON 
DAVID R. WILLIAMS 
ROILYNN K. WILLIAMS 
MARK J. WON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

CHRISTOPHER S. WALTON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

RAMON ACOSTA 
CHRISTOPHER L. ADCOCK 
ANDREW B. ANDERSON 
RYAN C. BARRETT 
JONATHAN P. BERUBE 
JOSHUA S. BETTIS 
JOSEPH P. BLAUWIEKEL 
TRAVIS O. BOLES 
CHRISTIAN J. CAPRON 
ANDREW J. COTHERMAN 
PATRICK E. DURNAN 
MICHAEL B. EBERHART 
DANIEL R. ELDRED 
ANDRES ESPINOSAFELICIANO 
WILLIAM T. FLETCHER 
RICHARD K. FORNEY 
DENIQUA S. FREDDIE 
JUSTIN T. GREUNKE 
ERIC R. HOWER 
ELIZABETH A. HUBER 
JOHN M. KAISER 
MARCUS F. KNOLL 
AARON R. KOTLARZ 
RONALD B. LAYCOCK 
JONATHAN D. MCGUIRE 
MICHAEL G. MITSCH 
ETHAN T. MOECKL 
KEVIN T. PAINTER 
MATTHEW A. PINE 
ALLISON C. PONTAL 
CELESTE D. RENOEWICK 
MARK Z. ROUSSEL 
ALEXANDER J. ROVINSKY, JR. 
AARON K. SAMUELSON 
GREGORY M. SHULTZ 
CORINNE A. SIMS 
THOMAS R. STOCK 
KYLE P. STRAUSBAUGH 
CHRISTOPHER A. THOMAS 
VINCENT TREJO 
RONALD J. UGLOW 
LAUREN N. WAKEFIELD 
SAMUEL D. WEBB 
MORGAN C. WEBER 
CASIE M. WHITE 
RYAN M. WHITE 
SEN F. YU 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

CANDIS A. ALFORD 
ANTONIO J. ALMAZAN 
DOUGLAS K. ANDERSON 
MICHAEL C. ANDERSON 
RICARDO H. ATILES 
SALEEMA I. BAKSH 
DONALD W. BARNARD III 
JONATHAN N. BERKLEY 
SEAN S. BIAN 
CIARA D. BLACKSCOTT 
JONATHON C. BRACE 
NICHOLAS P. BUTLER 

LUFORD C. CAMPBELL 
KYLE R. CASMEY 
NIA S. CHANDLER 
JACOB E. CHIVERS 
TAYLOR A. DEEGAN 
MYDA A. DELACRUZ 
CHRISTOPHER C. DELLIPAOLI 
DUY A. DO 
TREY D. DUNCAN 
JOSHUA C. ELLIOTT 
DEREK E. FLEMING 
ALLAN D. FLORES 
CATHERINE L. FREITAG 
KIMAYAH U. FULCHER 
KRISTIN A. FULK 
JAMES D. GLORIA 
ANDREW J. GOMEZ 
DAVID R. GOMEZ, JR. 
MATTHEW A. GOODEN 
CARLOS GUERRERO 
JASMINE D. GUERRERO 
CAMERON J. B. HENRY 
KRISTINA M. HOGANS 
EVAN A. HUGHES 
MICHELOT JOSEPH 
GRACE E. KIM 
IZAH M. LAMA 
MICHAEL J. MACE 
DANIELLE S. MALLORY 
KEVIN T. MARVEL 
TAKUYA MATSUDA 
JASMINE R. MAUPIN 
MATTHEW D. MCINTYRE 
MATHEW J. MILLER 
TYLER M. MURPHY 
KURT V. MYNSTER 
NGOC T. T. NGUYEN 
RICKY L. OLIVER II 
RAMON OLIVERSANCHEZ 
STEVEN H. OLSHENSKE 
WILLIAMS A. OREDOLA 
JOY L. PEACE 
SHANE J. PHILLIPS 
BRYAN S. PROHASKA 
JENNIFER E. PRY 
SINDY D. RAMIREZ 
MELISSA R. RIZZO 
JESSE R. ROUTSONG 
CHELSEA M. ROWAN 
MARC E. SANTOS 
STEVEN W. SHIVER 
STEFAN D. SOOKOO 
TYLER G. STERK 
MEGAN C. STEVENSON 
MARGARET R. STRAW 
ANDREW A. SUTTON 
STEVEN T. UNPINGCO 
PAMELA A. VELEZ 
PRISCILLA M. WEAVER 
ANTHONY D. WEBB, JR. 
ADAM J. WEISGERBER 
DILLON G. WEST 
DENNIS S. WILLIAMS, JR. 
ERIC A. WILLIAMS 
KESHIA V. WILLIAMS 
SHANITA T. WILLIAMS 
TYRELL T. YORKE 
NICHOLAS S. ZIMMER 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

RICHELLE C. ALAGABAN 
NAHLA N. Z. ALAZZEH 
JEREMIAH D. ALLEN 
TAIQUITA L. ARDAN 
NATHACHA AVRIL 
KARRIE M. BARBEE 
RANDALL J. BARLOW 
NICOLE M. BARTHELME 
MATTHEW R. BASKWELL 
MICHAEL B. BEALL 
COREY D. BEGGS 
MELISSA A. BENSON 
MEGAN L. BESS 
THOMAS J. BOLSEGA 
MARK R. BOYD 
AMANDA J. BROCK 
ALECIA A. M. BROWN 
ELENA M. BROWN 
LISA M. BRUSCATO 
MELISSA A. CAMPBELL 
STACEY J. CAMPBELL 
JUAN F. CANCHON 
RAUL E. CARDONA 
ELIZABETH D. CASEY 
ALAN M. CHAMBERS 
ANDREW J. CHAMBERS 
LIZA M. CHARNOKI 
JOSHUA A. CHATMAN 
SANDY CHOI 
SOAH CHON 
ALYSSA R. CLARK 
AMBER E. COLLINS 
SIMON P. CONRAD 
MICHAEL P. COUGHLIN 
MICHELLE A. COY 
CASSANDRA CRUSOE 
SARAH A. CRUZ 
NICOLE E. CURRAN 
PEDRO J. DAVILAOTERO 
AMANDA N. DEAN 
KELSIE K. DEISINGER 
TAYLOR R. DICKINSON 
SHAMECKA L. DINKINS 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5898 September 9, 2024 
ROCQUELLE L. DISHAW 
ARIELLE R. DIXON 
SHAWNTA D. EGGLESTON 
CHARLES EGUAVOEN 
LAURA M. FELBINGER 
KYLE T. FOLLEBOUT 
ALFREDO D. FONACIER, JR. 
ANTHONY T. FOSTER 
SUNNIE FOWLER 
QUETAICA R. GREEN 
DEVIN C. GRUBBS 
KAITLYN R. HARMON 
TIFFANY L. HARVEY 
JENNIFER L. HERBACHPATEL 
AMANDA J. HONIG 
WILLIAM A. HOOKES, JR. 
STEPHAN M. HOWARD 
KARLY L. HOYT 
KATHRYN F. HREZO 
HALEY I. HUFF 
MAREIKE M. HUNTER 
SHANNON D. HUNTER 
RUSLEI M. S. HUYOA 
ALEXANDRIA M. INGRAM 
RANDALL M. IPPOLITO 
EBONY M. JAKES 
MARIA G. JARRETT 
JULIUS E. JONES 
DANIELLA J. KLEKER 
SCOTT D. KLINGENSMITH 
MICHAEL A. KUNKEL 
WANESA R. LAROQUE 
KEITH A. LENHARD 
LINNEA M. LEONARD 
AMANDA L. MAMMOLITO 
PATRICK A. MARSH 
DELANTA D. MCCALL 
GREGG T. MILLER 
ASHLEY E. MOFFETT 
STEPHANIE R. MONDLOCH 
CHRISTINA N. NELSEN 
RENEE R. NIXON 
NATHANIEL R. NOVAK 
JEFFERY M. NUNEZ 
CARLOS A. OCHOA 
RACHEL J. M. ORTIZ 
MARRIONRAY G. PARAISO 
JAIME W. PARKER 
DAMARIS M. PARRILLAFERNANDEZ 
ROCHELLE A. PASCO 
SPRINGLI M. PAYEUR 
LAUREN E. PAYNE 
OLIVIA L. PEDUZZI 
SUSANNAH P. PERCY 
CECILE T. PEREZCOLLANTES 
CLAIRE E. PICCIRILLI 
LAUREN N. PRESTON 
DEMETRIUS V. PRUITT 
GRACE E. PUGLISI 
KYLIE A. RAFFERTY 
DAN RAI 
LAUREN M. RESENDIZ 
KRISTEN A. REUER 
CHRISTOPHER M. RHODES 
KIRSTEN P. ROACH 
CORY A. ROGGE 
ZECHARIAH H. SAMS 
CARISA L. SARVER 
CASEY J. SHALKOWSKI 
MICHAEL A. SHORT 
MARISA L. STCLAIR 
LISA A. TALLEDO 
MICHELE A. TAYLOR 
NICHOLAS J. TEEMAN 
VICTORIA A. THORNTON 
TOCHUKWU E. TIKOOBICHILI 
ADRIANA TIRADOYOUNG 
JENNIFER L. TOMLINSON 
STEVEN D. TREUT 
DEHUSSA A. URBIETA 
JUSTIN V. VALDEZ 
WILLIAM T. WARSAW 
AMANDA WATTS 
MATTHEW R. WHITE 
LAKESA T. WILLIAMS 
RUTH H. WILLIAMS 
HANNA L. WISNER 
MATTHEW E. WITTMANN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

CLINTON M. BARKER 
RAYMOND E. BILTER 
LEENA N. BLOCKER 
ERICA M. BOWDEN 
TRAVIS L. BULLOCK 
CHRISTOPHER S. BURKS 
DAVID M. BUROS 
DONALD L. CANTRELL 
MELISSA A. CARLOS 
CASSANDRA L. S. CHANG 
DAVID P. COLES 
AARON M. CONNOLLYNUTTING 
LAKE C. CORETH 
JESSICA L. DARLING 
LARA M. B. EDMONDS 
PAUL J. GRAZIADEI 
PATRICK S. HANIGAN 
GEOFFREY S. HAYES 
JEREL D. HOUGH 
CONSTANCE M. HOWARD 
ARUN K. INBAVAZHVU 
SANJEEV K. JAYARAMAN 
COOPER W. R. JONES 

JENNIFER M. JOSEPH 
DEREK G. KANDT 
MICHAEL J. KILLIUS 
CLAYTON M. LAWRENCE 
MARCUS J. LEACH 
TREVAUGHN A. LUNCHEON 
ELISABETH C. MADDRELL 
PHILIP D. MAYER 
MORGAN B. MCGILL 
JESSE J. MCMURDO 
AUTKEH MOAYERI 
DIANA K. OHRT 
ABBIE F. M. ORTMAN 
ZACHARY D. OSTERLOH 
KRISTEN M. POTEET 
BRITTANY T. RANDALL 
CULLAN M. RILEY 
CHRISTOPHER L. SALMON 
DAVID M. SANCHEZ 
TESS V. SCHWARTZ 
MORGAN A. SELLERS 
KATHERINE E. SHAFFER 
MEGAN H. SHINNICK 
ADAM K. SMITH 
TAYLOR C. SPROED 
AIDEN J. STARK 
RICHARD A. STUBBS 
CODY C. SWEARINGEN 
MARY C. TOPIC 
SHARON O. UTI 
AMY C. ZAJAC 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

DIANNE J. ABEL 
EMMANUEL O. ADOMAKO 
JAMES A. T. ALVIA 
ETHAN C. AMDAHL 
STEPHEN K. AMOAH 
LATESHIA D. ARMSTRONG 
MAHAMAT I. BABAGANA 
ANTHONY E. BAH 
TERRENCE V. BAILEY 
SETH P. BARON 
MELLISHA C. BEDMINSTER 
DAVID B. BELBER, JR. 
STEVEN B. BENNETT 
DUSTIN L. BERRY 
KATHRYN P. BINNINGER 
KYLE B. BLOOD 
TIA L. BLYTHE 
RONNIE E. BOLDEN II 
JARED W. BOLLINGER 
DAVID L. BOOZER 
PAUL D. BOYER 
SHANNON D. BRADLEY 
IRENE Y. BRODD 
ALEXANDER L. BULGER 
STEPHANIE M. BURKHART 
KENNETH J. BUSH 
JESSY A. CALDERONCASILLAS 
GLENN E. CAMPBELL 
ROBERT E. CAMPBELL 
NATHAN C. CARNES 
JOHN D. CASACHAHUA 
KARA D. CHAPMAN 
VALARIE A. CHAPMON 
ALEXANDER C. CHARALAMBOUS 
CHRISTOPHER W. CHISM 
SARAH R. CHOMBEAU 
KRISTIAN A. CLEMENS 
SHANNON J. CLOUGH 
MARYANN M. N. CLOVER 
CAITLIN M. CODY 
ROBERTO J. COLLAZO 
COURTNEY L. CORCORAN 
LEE CORTEZ 
EMMANUEL T. DADZIE 
JULIANNE A. DEMERY 
BENJAMIN B. DEVORE 
JACINTA T. T. DO 
MORGAN E. DOSSEY 
ANDREW C. ELLIS 
MADELINE J. ELSENBAUMER 
HEATHER A. FENDER 
CHRISTIAN S. FLETCHER 
ELIZABETH E. FRALEY 
ANTHONY L. S. FRYER 
JULIA A. GARZA 
MELISSA E. GEORGE 
ERIC J. GONZALES 
ANAMARIE M. GONZALEZ 
NICHOLAS E. GRANT 
WILLIAM T. M. GRELLO 
ROBERT T. GRIZZLE 
TYLER J. GRUBIC 
MICHAEL R. GUMPERT 
NASIM HAWASHEM 
ERIC D. HENDERSON 
PAUL R. HENDERSON 
JOHN J. HEYDE 
SHERLOCK S. N. HO 
GEOFFREY D. HORNING 
JEFFREY J. ILLINIK 
EMILY T. JACOBS 
JESSICA L. JETER 
ALICIA N. JORDAN 
SHAWN E. KENNEY 
JOSEPH T. KENNY 
ZAMAN KHAN 
JASEN F. KOERNER 
MICHELLE L. KOSTER 
JULIAN J. KRUSELY 
BREANNA L. LAND 

ERIN N. LARROQUE 
BRANDON D. LAVENDER 
VANESSA C. LEE 
SARA E. LEITNER 
AKIL K. LETT 
JAMES J. LEWIS IV 
DREW M. LIDSTER 
DALE C. LIMBROCK 
ANTHONY J. LITWINCHUK, JR. 
JAVIER G. LOPEZCORONADO 
CHRISTOPHER M. LOW 
GRACE E. LOWITZER 
CRISTINA LUCATERODIAZ 
TAYLOR LURA 
KELLY H. C. MAIN 
ROBERTO O. MANGAHAS II 
JOSIE L. MARIN 
KENNETH J. MATTHEWS 
JASON S. MCCAIN 
KAYLA J. MCCONNELL 
CALEB L. MCNEAL 
NATASHA L. MEADOWS 
SARAH E. MEBANE 
CHRISTOPHER P. MECHAM 
AARON D. MEHLBERG 
JULIO C. MENENDEZ 
BIAGIO MEZZASALMA 
DANIEL E. MILES 
JESSE J. MINTZ 
BRANDON K. MIZUHARA 
MARI M. MOFFITT 
AMBER R. MORRIS 
MELISSA A. MORRIS 
WESLEY S. MOUTON, JR. 
JAMES A. MYATT 
VONG H. NGUYEN 
AILORRA R. NOWELL 
DAVID O. OBA 
DARCI A. OHIGASHITRAPP 
MARCELA C. OSORIO 
CLARA A. PANGCO 
MIKAELA J. PITCAN 
CAROLINE G. POTTER 
CAITLIN J. QUEVILLON 
RACHEL E. QUIST 
SANDRA N. RIVERA 
DAVID M. ROGERS 
AMANDA I. ROSE 
THOMAS H. E. ROSSITER 
JULIA H. ROTH 
MICHAEL D. RUNELS 
ADAM R. SALYER 
JESSICA T. SANDERS 
MEGAN A. SCHILLING 
WAYNE L. SHAVERS, JR. 
BRIAN E. SHEA 
JULIENNE D. SHIN 
CARLOS M. SIGUENZA 
DANIEL J. SILBERGER 
KATHLEEN A. SMART 
STEVEN M. SMIGMATOR 
CHELSEA M. SNYDER 
CHRISTOPHER P. STILLS 
LISA K. TAPIAFLECK 
RILEY E. TEDROW 
LEAH M. TEGLOVIC 
LESTERIAN V. VIDAL 
MARLON J. VILLATORO 
LYNNEA R. VIS 
JULIA E. VONHEERINGEN 
JAMES M. WALDORF 
MICHELLE O. WALLACE 
JASON B. WANG 
GEMMA L. WATSON 
DANIELLE M. WHITACRE 
SCOTTIE M. WICKLINE 
JEREMY D. WILKINSON 
BRIAN T. WILLIAMS 
REAGAN L. WILLIAMS 
ERIN J. WIPPERMANN 
TRACY M. WITTMEIER 
WEI Y. WU 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

DAVID P. ANGUIANO 
RENZ A. T. ANTONIO 
JONATHAN R. BENSING 
ANDREW J. BERGMANN 
KATHRYN A. BIRD 
GOLDEN R. BROUGHTON 
LACEY M. CHAVEZ 
HANNAH Y. CHUNG 
TREY J. COKE 
JULIA L. COLLAZO 
BLAKE D. COLLING 
SHELBY A. COMER 
MICHELLE A. ENGEL 
TRENTON A. FISHER 
ALEXANDER M. FLYNN 
MICHAEL V. GAMBOA 
THOMAS J. GILLCRIST 
JEFFREY A. HEIT 
BENJAMIN D. HICKS 
JIN W. HWANG 
DAVID K. JACKSON II 
RYAN A. JOHNSON 
MIKIKO JOINER 
ADAM L. KANE 
DOANTRANG T. KHA 
KURTIS K. KOMETANI 
JOSHUA A. KRUSHINSKI 
DANIEL K. LEE 
MONICA H. LEE 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5899 September 9, 2024 
MARIN R. LEHMAN 
TIFFANY M. LEUTHNER 
LAUREN A. LILLY 
GABRIELLE A. LITTELL 
CLIFFORD D. LUTTRELL, JR. 
KARISMA I. MANCIAS 
CALLI A. MARANDO 
ALFREDO V. MARTINEZ 
KATELYNN N. MILLER 
SHANE A. MOBLEY 
JUSTIN R. MONTENEGRO 
ALEK M. MONTGOMERY 
PATRICK J. MURPHY 
BRIAN P. NADEAU 
KHANH T. N. NGUYEN 
LONG K. NGUYEN 
MICHAEL NGUYEN 
JOHN P. NORTHROP 
NATALIE A. NUCKOLLS 
JACOB B. PARKER 
MILES C. PEDERSEN 
BOLIVIA A. PEREIRAHURTADO 
ZACHERY J. POMMER 
SAMUEL D. RAFFAELLI 
JUWAN J. RICE 
CELESTE L. ROBERTS 
ALEXANDER G. ROEGIERS 
DAVID SINGLETON, JR. 
JESSICA L. SINGLETON 
ANDRE R. SMITH 
SKYLAR J. SNOWDEN 
MATTHEW L. SOREY 
JOSHUA D. SULLIVAN 
MARY L. TA 
CALEB A. TOWN 
RYAN A. TWADDLE 
AUSTIN J. VOVES 
JEFFREY A. WILLIS 
SEAN T. YOUNG 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

GREGORY A. ADAMS 
ANTHONY O. ADEOSUN 
TYLER D. AGNEW 
NATHAN D. ALLEYBYRD 
PAIMON AMELI 
SHAI K. D. ANSELL 
CONNOR K. ARELLANO 
JEREMY M. ARMSTRONG 
STUART H. ARMSTRONG 
CASEY G. ARNOLD 
JESSICA L. ARROTT 
YOSSELIN ARROYOGALVAN 
SADID A. ASAD 
ZACHARY B. ATTO 
THOMAS V. AUBUCHON 
KRISTEN N. BAILEY 
TYLER J. BALDINO 
ANTHONY J. BARLOW 
EMMA F. C. BASARAN 
SCOTT D. BERKHEIMER 
SIMONE A. BERNSTEIN 
JEFFREY R. BEVAN, JR. 
BROOKE G. BIERDZ 
ANTHONY J. BLEYER, JR. 
CHANDLER B. BLOOMER 
CURTIS H. BLOOMER 
EMILY J. BOLLINGER 
MATHEW R. BOWERS 
REBECCA G. BRADY 
TUCKER J. BRADY 
LARISSA R. BRANDENBURG 
JAMAL D. BRAZAN 
BENJAMIN E. BRIER 
AVERY M. BRIGGS 
THOMAS R. BROOKE 
CLINTON C. BRUBAKER 
RYAN D. BRUNNER 
JAMES E. BRUNSWICK 
ALLYSON R. BURKHARTDENORA 
MARK A. BUSHAW 
DAVID Q. K. BYLUND 
DONALD A. CAMPBELL 
JENNIFER G. CANNON 
GAVIN D. CARDWELL 
RYAN S. CARNEGIE 
JOHN CHEN 
MICHAEL J. CHISAM 
SAMUEL C. COLLIER 
ELIZABETH G. CONLON 
MCKENNAN A. R. COOK 
TIFFINY S. K. COOPER 
KELLY E. CORRIGAN 
BRITTANY M. COZART 
SIERRA CROWE 
TERRENCE T. CURRIE 
AARON M. CUSATO 
RACHEL A. DANIELL 
ANDREW J. DANZIGER 
BRIAN M. DAVIS 
KONYINSOLA I. DAWODU 
SPENCER A. DEAN 
CARLI M. DEITEL 
KAITLYN N. DEMPSEY 
JULIAN R. DEUTSCH 
RACHEL B. DEUTSCH 
JACOB T. V. DINES 
ALEXANDER M. DORIN 
KATHRYN E. DRIGGERS 
TAYLOR Z. DUNCAN 
ISAAC T. EDWARDS 
CAMILLE A. EGGEBROTEN 
JASON M. ELLWOOD 

CALVIN J. ERICKSON 
DONALD C. EWING 
JOHN R. FANG 
MICHAEL P. FANNING 
MICHAEL T. FARRELL 
RYAN D. FASHEMPOUR 
JOHN B. FAVORITE 
CARINA L. FELIX 
CHARLES J. FISHER II 
BRIAN M. FISSEL 
JAMES T. FLANARY 
SARAH A. FOGLEMAN 
KEVIN A. FOLEY 
CHELSEA M. FORBES 
BRETT M. FRAZIER 
ALLISON J. FULLENKAMP 
AUSTIN D. GABLE 
RYAN A. GALL 
MELANIE C. GARCIA 
BRIAN C. GERSTENSLAGER 
MEI S. L. GOH 
CONAN J. GONZALEZ 
SCOTT M. GOODWIN 
ALEXIS M. GOSS 
KAI M. GREENE 
RAJESH M. GUNAJI 
COREY J. GUNDERSON 
NIKOLAS B. GUTIERREZ 
JERROD C. HAMMES 
RYAN W. HARE 
TAYLOR F. HARRIS 
ROBERT S. HEALY 
MATTHEW S. HELLER 
CASSANDRA R. HICKEY 
STEPHEN C. HIGHTOWER 
BRODRICK E. HIRAI 
NATHAN L. HOLTERMAN 
HILARY C. HOPKINS 
VICTORIA L. HUCKESTEIN 
KATHRYN G. HUGHES 
BENJAMIN J. JACOBS 
ALEXANDER S. JAHNCKE 
COLIN M. JOHNSON 
NICHOLAS E. JOHNSON 
RYAN C. JOHNSON 
ALEXANDRA R. JOHNSTON 
CAROLYN G. JUDGE 
JOSHUA M. JUNGE 
BRYAN C. KAPS 
VICTORIA C. KAY 
DANIEL M. KELLER 
TYLER K. KENDRICK 
KIEL V. P. KHAN 
RAFAE KHAN 
JEEHO D. KIM 
MARILYN E. KIMBROUGH 
ERIC V. KNIGHT 
LAKEN M. KOONTZ 
DEMI R. KRIEGER 
ERIC G. KRUEGER 
ALISON LAM 
GRAHAM R. LAMBERT 
AYANA L. LANGSTON 
HUGH J. LANIER, JR. 
JASMINE K. LAU 
MATTHEW I. LEE 
ANN C. LEHTO 
CHRISTOPHER F. LEOPARDI 
GLENNIE E. LESHEN 
NICOLE S. LIEBERMAN 
CAMERON B. LINDEMANN 
ANDREI S. LOJEK 
MICHELLE M. LU 
ERIC W. LUTZ 
KARA G. LYNCH 
RENE M. MACKINNON 
KATELYN R. MAGUIRE 
RICHARD F. MAGUIRE 
ADAM J. MAIER 
EMERSON D. MANIWANG 
MARTIN A. C. MANOUKIAN 
AMANDA C. MARSH 
SAMUEL E. MARTHINSEN 
MATTHEW J. MARTIN 
NATALIE S. MAY 
CONOR F. MCCARTHY 
STEPHEN D. MCCARTNEY 
TROY S. MCCARTY, JR. 
DEVIN J. MCDONALD 
THOMAS P. MCDONALD 
MATTHEW R. MCGEE 
MATTHEW T. MEIER 
NATHAN D. MEIER 
JOHN P. METZ 
LUHE MIAN 
NICHOLAS L. MICHAEL 
FRANK J. MIGLIARESE, JR. 
NATHANIEL P. MILLER 
MATTHEW D. MONACO 
ZACHARY T. MONAHAN 
MARLYN J. MOORE 
NICHOLIS T. MORALES 
CATHERINE L. MOULTON 
VIKRAM K. MUKHERJEE 
LINDSAY E. MURPHY 
DAVID S. A. MUSHER 
EDDIE E. NANCE 
JACLYN V. NEBZYDOSKI 
ROBERT J. NEIBERGER 
SAMUEL P. NELSON 
DANIEL R. NEREN 
PETER NG 
HUY C. NGUYEN 
ASHTON T. NICHOLSON 
CHARLES D. NICOLI 
LOGAN R. OLIVER 
ELIZABETH B. OSMUNDSEN 

BJ Z. OSTERBERGER 
NICHOLAS M. PANARELLO 
JAMES H. PARK 
NIKETU P. PATEL 
JARED H. PENNER 
JOHN R. PERKIN 
MATTHEW P. PETERSON 
HERMAN O. I. PFAEFFLE 
MICHAEL S. PLATZER 
ANTHONY POLOMBO, JR. 
CHRISTINA M. POWELL 
TYLER J. PRICE 
ADRIAN C. PROUMEN 
RAHMAN M. RAHIMI 
ELI T. RANESES 
ANTHONY M. RECIDORO 
ALEXANDER B. REED 
RYAN E. REES 
MICHAEL A. RIZZO 
CAREY A. ROBERTS 
CHRISTOPHER A. ROLLER 
NATHANIEL R. ROSOL 
RACHEL C. RUDA 
ZENA R. SABATH 
GRETCHEN M. SACHS 
TAYLOR J. SAMORADIETZ 
GALEN W. SANDERSON 
MARGARET E. SANTUCCI 
JONATHAN C. SAVAKUS 
SOPHIA M. V. SCHERMERHORN 
KOREN M. SCHROEDER 
SARAH B. SCHULTE 
BRIAN W. SCHWARZKOPH 
DEREK W. SCOTT 
BREANNA M. SETNESS 
LUCY SHI 
ELIZABETH H. SHIELDS 
VALERIE A. SMART 
ROBERT C. SQUIRES 
HALEY C. STAUTZ 
ASKA B. STURDEVAN 
CALEB L. SWAIN 
ROBERT A. TARDIF 
EILEEN D. TATUM 
BIDONG THAI 
EMILY L. TIBBITTS 
THOMAS L. TIPPIT 
ERIC K. T. TONG 
KAYLA L. A. TORREZCHANG 
JEREMY D. S. TRAN 
LYDIA C. TRUONG 
CHRISTOPHER R. URELL 
STEFANI A. VANDELUNE 
ANNELIESE E. VITHA 
ELEANOR E. WADE 
ELIZABETH A. WALKER 
JAMES R. WARD 
JESSICA K. WILDER 
SAMUEL A. WOODLE 
AARON W. YALLOWITZ 
ANTHONY P. YEAGER 
KATHRYN C. YEAGER 
MICHAEL D. T. YUE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

MARK A. A. ABADILLA 
PAOLO A. ACEDERA 
SARAH M. ANDERSON 
JOURDAN K. ASKINS 
GRAEME A. BANNERMAN 
KATHERINE M. BOEDER 
MELISSA M. BOKAN 
STEPHANIE D. BONNER 
TIMOTHY W. BORING 
LAURABETH K. BROGDON 
MICHELLE M. BROWN 
SARAH M. BUCKLEY 
SARAH J. L. BUSH 
FRANCENE E. COLE 
CHRISTINA K. COLLAZO 
CHRISTOPHER C. CONNELL 
RUTH E. COOK 
CALINA M. CORONADO 
ANGELA L. CUMMISKEY 
MICHAEL J. DAVIDSON 
ALAINA M. DOWNEY 
SHAUN D. DUNSTON 
JERRIEALLEN F. ECHON 
ALESHA K. EGTS 
SHANNON L. EVANS 
ERIN M. FOLSTAD 
KELLY A. FULKS 
GARY T. GALICINAO 
BRANDI L. GIBSON 
JESSIE L. GORMAN 
SHANNON W. GRIFFITHS 
KELLIE J. HANEY 
KIERSTIN A. M. HAYS 
ANGELA R. HEALY 
KIZZY H. HENDERSON 
KIMBERLEY L. HENDRICKS 
SIERRA W. HOWELL 
SARAH K. HULL 
BREDA H. JENKINS 
AARON D. JOHNSON 
MICHAEL D. LANTHORN II 
EMILY R. LATIMER 
LAUREN S. LAZZARO 
LAWRENCE D. LEDUFF III 
LOGAN A. MANKO 
PATRICK W. MATTOX 
MARGARET P. MITZKEWICH 
JENNIFER L. MOTZKUS 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5900 September 9, 2024 
SUSAN A. MURPHY 
AMBER L. NEAL 
JULIANNE R. OATES 
AMANDA M. PARTNER 
NEAL C. PETERSEN 
ERIN R. RYAN 
ERIC A. SANCHEZ 
ANNA S. SCHLENKER 
KENNETH F. SIERLEJA 
SHEILA A. SWEENEY 
RABEN B. TALVO 
STEPHANIE D. THOMAS 
JOHN W. TRANBERG III 
MELISSA K. TRONCOZO 
TRACI L. TULLIUS 
RITA M. TURNER 
LISA F. L. UMPA 
LOUELLA P. VANOSDOL 
NATHAN E. VOELKEL 
MEGHANN K. WILSON 
NEVIN YAZICI 
STACEY L. YON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

BENJAMIN D. ADAMS 
NICOLE T. AGRICOLI 
KELEIGH ANDERSON 
KATHRYN D. BEARD 
JOSEPH S. BROWN 
MATTHEW J. BUDOW 
ASHLEY S. CLAYTON 
CHRISTIAN L. COLBURN 
EMILY A. DANIELS 
OMER DURU, JR. 
ALEXANDRA J. GIOIELLO 
CHRISTINE R. HAGEDORN 
SIMONE S. HARBAS 
DENNIS E. HARBIN 
ERIN T. JANOFSKI 
ELIZABETH J. JARCZYK 
BRIAN P. JOHN 
SAHAR JOOSHANI 
MAREN A. KAISER 
KEVIN R. LARSON 
EMIL MARCINSKAS 
AARON E. MARTIN 
DANIEL R. MCGINLEY 
BRADLEY F. MEYER 
JASON A. PFEIL 
CHARLES M. ROMAN 
JEREMY L. SNELLEN 
LAUREN H. SNYDER 
MALACHY J. SOLLER 
ALEXANDER H. WANN 
JOHN C. WHITE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

BILLY L. AGUIRRE 
MELISSA F. AMESCUA 
SARAH B. ANACKER 
PETER E. ANGELL 
JESSICA T. ATTERBURY 
JOHN L. BALSAMO 
KYLE M. BANDERMANN 
ELLIS L. BANKS II 
JAMES N. BARLOW 
DAVID B. BERLIN 
JULIA H. BROWN 
LISA A. BROWN 
ARIEL R. CAMPBELL 
QINGYUAN CAO 
MARTIN M. CASAREZ 
MICHAEL L. CONNOR 
JOSHUA D. CORBRIDGE 
JENNIFER L. CRAIG 
BRIAN C. DESIDERIO 
PATRICK J. DOUGHERTY 
JOSEPH EDOUARD 
MILES A. ERWIN 
BABABOWALE O. FABUNMI 
JAMES T. FALKNER 
JESSICA O. L. FORDE 
JENNY M. FRASCO 
JASON B. FUCHS 
JOSEPH W. GEESEMAN 
RICHARD T. J. GREENFIELD 
DAVID M. GROVES 
NELSON H. GUADALUPE 
JAMES F. HARWOOD 
JACOB G. HASTY 
BRANDON J. HESTER 
AARON J. HILL 
NATHANIEL R. HYDES 
JERMAINE T. JOHNSON 
ANNAELISA P. LACANILAO 
KRISTIN L. LANDSINGER 
JAMES D. LARSEN 
MARTHA A. E. LOE 
NAKIMA V. MCCORMACK 
PATRICK W. MCGUIRE 
SAMUEL V. MENDOZA 
LARRY MIDDLETON, JR. 
MATTHEW E. MILSTEIN 
RODNEY NOAH 
ISAAC M. K. NYANGENA 
CHRISTOPHER S. OEHRLEIN 
NNAMDI G. OHAERI 
NICHOLAS C. PETIKAS 
MERRICK S. PETTEBONE 

HARRY Z. QUI 
CAROLYNN H. RAGER 
SAIMA S. RAZA 
KRISTOFFER S. B. REYES 
ERICK ROMANPEREZ 
DUANE S. ROWE, JR. 
BRANDON J. RUSSELL 
ANGELA R. SADOSKY 
DANIEL L. SCHEELER 
CHAD R. SCOTT 
BRENDA L. SHARPE 
LINDA D. SHARPE 
JENNIFER A. SIMMONS 
MASHIANA L. SUTTON 
CALEB H. TRACY 
PAULA S. VOLK 
JEFFREY D. VORWALD 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

ANTHONY S. B. ALEXANDER 
SAMANTHA H. BAHO 
THOMAS W. BETTERBED 
SASHA J. BETZ 
DUSTIN A. BOND 
JAMES G. BUCKLEY 
RYAN W. BUECHELE 
CHARLIE E. CAGE 
MEGAN R. CARTER 
JERRY CHENG 
IAN J. DAULTON 
SARAH E. DUFFY 
SCOTT L. DUMMETT 
KYLE A. EURICK 
JAMES S. FELIZ 
VINCENT J. FERRETTI 
KRISTOFER S. HARRIS 
HENRY B. HEETER 
JOHN H. M. HOFER 
RYAN Y. KANG 
YIANNE G. KRITZAS 
YALE A. LEE 
WEI LIU 
ARBEL MAGHSOODPOUR 
ASHLEY A. MARTIN 
TREVY K. MARTIN 
JUSTIN R. MILLER 
JARED A. MOBERG 
RYAN C. NEAL 
THIEN T. NGUYEN 
JESSICA R. NORRIS 
MICHAEL P. OWEN 
AMY M. RESPONDEK 
RICHARD E. SAWAYA 
THOMAS C. SEO 
MATTHEW E. SIMON 
JOSEPH R. THOMPSON 
TUAN N. TRAN 
ALLISON D. WEINBERG 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

JACOB A. ADAMS 
PAUL J. ALEA 
AEA C. ALEX 
REBECCA M. ALLEN 
BENJAMIN J. ARCHER 
RYAN P. AUSTIN 
ALANNA B. BALBONI 
KATHRYN R. BARBANTE 
BRENT M. BARBOUR 
HAROLD C. BARNES 
HELEN M. BARNHART 
BENJAMIN G. BARRENA 
JONETTE M. BARTLETT 
ELIZABETH M. BAUER 
JOSHUA T. BAUTZ 
MICHAEL C. BAXTER 
MATTHEW T. BISCOTTI 
CHRISTINA L. BLUM 
SARAH E. BOGDANOWICZ 
MICHELLE A. BONGIORNO 
GREGORY J. BOOTH 
JONATHAN C. BROWN 
MATTHEW A. BUBNIS 
AMANDA E. BUCKNUM 
BRITTANY R. BURNS 
ALLISON M. BUSH 
NOELLE B. CADOTTE 
PAUL C. CAMPBELL 
VICTORIA A. CAMPBELL 
MATTHEW J. CARR 
KYLE D. CHECCHI 
SEAMUS M. COBB 
KEVIN T. COHEN 
AMY M. CONDOS 
GREGORY J. CONDOS 
JAMES J. CONTESTABLE 
DAVID H. CRAIG III 
DANIEL L. CROOM 
EMILY A. CROOM 
BRIAN P. CURRY 
LIAM F. DELAHANTY 
JAVIER N. DELUCAJOHNSON 
MARVIN E. DINGLE 
JOHN S. DONOUGHE 
BRIAN P. DOUGHERTY 
JOHN R. DRYDEN 
SAMIH E. ELAKKAD 
ROBERT P. ELIAS 
DONALD C. ENGLE 

DAVID ESPINOZA 
KIMBERLY A. EVERETT 
ROBERT D. FIELD 
KRISTIN J. FINN 
PAUL E. FLOOD, JR. 
JENNIFER R. FOLEY 
SEAN P. F. FOLEY 
CHRISTOPHER P. FORAN 
ANDREW J. FRISKI 
CHARLES O. FULLENWIDER 
KIA M. GALLAGHER 
LAURA J. GILBERT 
JENNIFER L. GORDON 
DEREK W. GRADY 
JOHN T. HAGGERTY 
LAURA J. HAMMON 
NICHOLAS J. HEALY 
TODD W. HEIG 
KENNETH A. HENDRICKS 
MARK C. HUBBARD 
STEPHEN M. HUGHES 
SCOTT B. HUGHEY 
CONOR F. HYNES 
NEIL JAIN 
CHRISTINA M. JAMROS 
LUKE R. JOHNSTON 
ERIC P. JONES 
MEGHA R. JOSHI 
RYAN E. KACHUR 
SEAN S. KIM 
THOMAS B. KINER 
MEGAN E. KLOCEK 
SHELDON M. KNIGHT 
MATTHEW J. LAIL 
RICHARD W. LANG III 
MATTHEW L. LEATHERMAN 
KATHERINE J. LEE 
ROBERT J. LONG 
NICHOLAS P. LOPREIATO 
MICHAEL J. LUCA, JR. 
JOSHUA W. MAJOR 
NATALIE S. MANNING 
TIGHE N. MARRONE 
TERENCE B. MCADOO 
LAURA A. MCCAIN 
MATTHEW J. MCGIRR 
SEAN C. MCINTIRE 
MARK O. MCINTURFF 
COLIN T. MCNAMARA 
ROXANNE C. MICKELSON 
MATTHEW T. MIDDENDORF 
JASON O. MILTON 
AARON L. MOODY 
AUSTIN C. NABET 
DANIEL C. NEUBAUER 
ALEXANDRE D. NGUYEN 
LAN A. T. NGUYEN 
SAMUEL A. NICOLAS 
SEAN P. OUIMET 
MICHAEL A. PARENTEAU 
RAYMON A. PATRON 
KELLY C. PENG 
GUILLERMO PEREZ III 
HY G. PHAM 
JAMES H. PRIM 
CHAD R. PUSATERI 
ROBERT M. PUTKO 
NANDA RAMCHANDAR 
JEFFREY M. RICE 
RYAN R. RICHMOND 
CHARLES V. RINEHART 
VANNA J. ROCCHI 
CHRISTOPHER M. ROCK 
STEPHEN E. RODRIGUEZ 
REBECCA J. ROHRER 
STEFAN W. ROZYCKI 
KRYSTLE M. SALAZAR 
SCOTT J. SASOVETZ 
JEFFREY M. SCHAFER 
BRIAN SCHEXNAYDER 
RUDY F. SCHMIEDECKE 
PAUL E. SEALES 
SCOTT W. SEIDER 
MITCHELL M. SELCO 
ERIC J. SERPICO 
ELIZABETH M. SLAMA 
RYAN L. SLOAD 
ALFRED G. SMITH 
THOMAS M. SPEARS 
LARA H. SPENCE 
ANDREW J. SPIRO 
JUSTINE M. SPRAGUE 
JONATHAN E. STRAIN 
ANDREW J. SULLIVAN 
JARED M. SUTHERLAND 
ZACHARY A. TAYLOR 
CASSANDRA K. TOWNSEND 
THOMAS B. VANBRUNT, JR. 
EDGAR M. VANHORNE 
RYAN P. VIENNA 
JOHN P. WAGGONER 
JAMES B. WALSH 
ANDREW W. WANG 
DAWN K. WARD 
BENJAMIN M. WHEATLEY 
JULIE R. WHITTINGTON 
TIMOTHY D. WILCOX 
GREGORY A. WOELFEL 
ANDREW J. WRIGHT 
JAMES K. WRITER 
SAMUEL D. YOUNG III 
REILLY L. ZENK 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E867 September 9, 2024 

HONORING COLLEEN O’DEA AND 
THE EQUINE TRANQUILITY 
WELLNESS CENTER 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of Colleen O’Dea, the 
owner of the Equine Tranquility Wellness Cen-
ter (ETWC) in Andover, New Jersey. The 
ETWC has been teaching therapeutic horse-
back riding lessons to individuals of all ages 
since 2010. In that time, it has grown to be-
come the largest Equestrian Center in New 
Jersey that provides annual lessons and holds 
competitions for the NJ Special Olympics. Col-
leen and her staff remain incredibly committed 
year-round to assisting individuals with devel-
opmental and intellectual disabilities, and to 
growing their program to include all those in 
need. I am honored to have incredible people 
like Colleen in New Jersey’s 7th Congres-
sional District, who are dedicated to providing 
invaluable services to our community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA COURTS AND PUB-
LIC DEFENDER SERVICE VOL-
UNTARY SEPARATION INCEN-
TIVE PAYMENT ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Courts and Pub-
lic Defender Service Voluntary Separation In-
centive Payments Act. This bill, which the 
House passed in the 114th Congress, would 
make a small but important change to the au-
thority of the District of Columbia Courts (D.C. 
Courts) and the Public Defender Service for 
the District of Columbia (PDS), giving them 
the same authority federal agencies and fed-
eral courts already have to offer voluntary sep-
aration incentive payments, or buyouts, to 
their employees. 

Congress has provided this authority to the 
D.C. Courts and PDS on an annual basis in 
the last several appropriations bills. However, 
this bill would make this authority permanent. 
This authority would give the D.C. Courts and 
PDS additional flexibility to respond to admin-
istrative and budgetary needs. 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office 
has opined that voluntary separation incentive 
payments may be made only when statutorily 
authorized. Federal agencies and federal 
courts already have permanent statutory au-
thority to offer buyouts, and there is no reason 
why the D.C. Courts and PDS, which are both 
exclusively federally funded, should not have 
this permanent statutory authority. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF NAICA 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, the 
Neighborhood Association for Inter-Cultural Af-
fairs, Inc. (NAICA), founded in 1974, has pro-
vided fifty years of determined service and 
dedication to the residents of New York City, 
and specifically to the Bronx, through its tire-
less efforts to support vulnerable individuals 
and families. 

NAICA has been a beacon of hope and 
strength in the community, offering a wide 
range of essential services, including transi-
tional housing, supportive services, eviction 
prevention, legal assistance, and affordable 
housing to countless individuals in need. 

NAICA’s steadfast commitment to social jus-
tice and housing equity has helped transform 
lives, creating pathways for stability, security, 
and prosperity for the most underserved popu-
lations in our city and the 50th Anniversary of 
NAICA marks not only a milestone of longevity 
but a celebration of its impactful work in im-
proving housing access and preserving the 
dignity of all residents. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR. 
ROOSEVELT SMITH 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Roosevelt 
Smith. A passionate historian and community 
educator, Mr. Smith passed away in late June 
after leading a life of service to his community 
and to his Nation. 

Mr. Smith attended the second oldest Black 
High School in Memphis. He was later kicked 
out of college for demanding the hiring of 
more African American professors. That 
caused his draft status to be changed to 1A, 
leading to his enlistment in the U.S. Air Force, 
where he served for six years. 

After serving his country, Mr. Smith chose to 
serve his community as a historian and activ-
ist. Upon moving to Kitsap County, Wash-
ington in the late 1970s, Mr. Roosevelt helped 
found the Bremerton chapter of the National 
Association of Black Veterans, led the Black 
Historical Society of Kitsap County, and 
served as a board member for the Kitsap His-
tory Museum. At the museum, Mr. Smith en-
sured that Black history was told through shar-
ing his own memorabilia in the Black Ameri-
cana exhibit. For Mr. Smith, justice for the 
Black community was always a priority. 

Mr. Smith used his historical pieces to edu-
cate the community. When items would upset 
visitors, he welcomed the uncomfortable mo-
ments and awkward conversation and used 

this as a time to teach and encourage others 
to understand the significance without con-
frontation. He was also well-known in the local 
antiques and art community, where he worked 
each year at the Kitsap Antiques Show as an 
appraiser, owned his own watch repair busi-
ness, and was a familiar face at Kitsap’s an-
tique and vintage shops looking for pieces of 
historical significance to conserve and educate 
the public. 

Mr. Smith dedicated his life to ensuring that 
the historical experience of the Black commu-
nity of this Nation are not forgotten, no matter 
how uncomfortable that history may be. He 
fought to ensure the Black veterans of Kitsap 
County had equitable access to their earned 
benefits and resources where there had pre-
viously been barriers. In short, in so many 
ways, Roosevelt Smith was a difference- 
maker. 

Mr. Speaker, I join our community in griev-
ing the loss of a pillar of the community, a 
dedicated and passionate historian and activ-
ist, and compassionate father, husband, and 
friend. I join Roosevelt’s wife, Deadra, his chil-
dren, and the rest of his family in grieving this 
loss. I am honored to recognize his life’s work 
on the House floor. 

f 

CELEBRATING PROVIDENCE ST. 
JOSEPH HOSPITAL’S 95TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the impact and celebrate the 95th 
anniversary of Providence St. Joseph Hospital 
in Orange County. 

Established on September 16, 1929, by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange, St. Joseph 
Hospital became one of the first hospitals in 
Orange County. Its founders’ philosophy of 
going into the community and caring for our 
dear neighbors has remained a longstanding 
tradition throughout their storied service. 

First envisioned by the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Orange as a brand-new hospital that would 
be the ‘‘last word in magnificence and tech-
nology,’’ St. Joseph Hospital opened as a 190- 
bed hospital with a medical staff of less than 
50. Today, St. Joseph Hospital has grown to 
be a 463-bed hospital that employees 1,100 
medical staff and serves as one of the largest 
hospitals in Orange County. 

Although technology has advanced the 
practice of medicine well beyond the vision of 
the founders of St. Joseph Hospital, their core 
desire to provide care for the whole person’s 
body, mind, and spirit remains unchanged. 

Recognized as one of the best hospitals in 
California, St. Joseph’s outstanding medical 
programs continue to provide high-quality care 
with compassion, dignity, justice, excellence, 
and integrity to residents all over our Orange 
County community. 
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I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-

brating Providence St. Joseph Hospital for 
their 95 years of service and care. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EARL AND DIANE 
HORNING’S INDUCTION INTO THE 
MICHIGAN FARMER HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Earl and Diane Horning, residents of 
Manchester, Michigan, on the occasion of their 
induction into the Michigan Farmers Hall of 
Fame. Their hard work and dedication to their 
farm and their community over the last sixty 
years are worthy of commendation. 

Horning Farms was founded in 1877 by 
German immigrants Gottlieb and Barbara 
Hornung. At that time, the primary purpose of 
the farm was to provide food for the family. 
The Hornung family, anglicized to ‘‘Horning’’ 
family, later made the decision to focus on 
dairy farming. 

After attending Michigan State University, 
Earl Horning returned to Manchester to be-
come the 4th generation to manage the family 
farm. Earl and Diane were married in 1964, 
and the last six decades has seen a massive 
expansion in the farm’s dairy production. The 
farm’s initial sixty cows in 1963 has grown to 
over four hundred cows, replacement heifers, 
and one hundred dairy beef. The Hornings ad-
ditionally farm an impressive one thousand 
acres for feed and crops. 

Earl and Diane have been involved in all 
things dairy since soon after they took over 
management of the farm. Earl served on the 
Michigan Milk Producers Advisory Committee 
as well as its board. He has also served as 
the Chairman of United Dairy Industry of 
Michigan, as well as the National Director for 
Dairy Management, Inc. Diane has been ac-
tive in county, state, and national Farm Bu-
reaus. She has spent time on the Farm Bu-
reau’s State Policy Development, Promotion 
and Education, and Washington Legislative 
Committees. Recently, she served as Director 
of the Michigan Farm Bureau Board and dele-
gate to the American Farm Bureau Federation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in celebrating the Horning’s well-de-
served induction into the Michigan Farmer Hall 
of Fame. With the 5th and 6th generations of 
Hornings now hard at work, it is safe to con-
clude that Earl and Diane’s legacy will be liv-
ing on well into the future. I thank them for 
their hard work, and congratulate them on this 
momentous achievement. 

f 

NEWSLETTER FROM 
CONGRESSMAN CHUCK EDWARDS 

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD the following newsletter to give an 
update to my constituents on issues sur-
rounding inflation, officer safety and small 
businesses. 

DEAR FRIEND, The Carl Sandburg Home, a 
national historic site nestled in the moun-
tains of Western North Carolina, preserves 
the home and legacy of American poet Carl 
Sandburg. 

I’m pleased to share that after convening 
members of the National Park Service and 
stakeholders who are in support of a project 
to improve access to the Carl Sandburg 
Home National Historic Site last year, as of 
a result of this and others’ efforts, more than 
$1 million will be available for Front Lake 
dam repairs. 

Due to erosion around the Front Lake 
bridge, the Carl Sandburg Home had to rely 
on the help of donations from the local com-
munity to buy a bus to transport folks 
through a back entrance as they understood 
the importance of the site to the local tour-
ism economy. This project will make nec-
essary repairs to once again open the trail 
for easier access for visitors. 

KAMALANOMICS CONTINUES TO FAIL HARD- 
WORKING WESTERN NORTH CAROLINIANS 

For the past three and a half years, West-
ern North Carolinians have suffered from 
sky-high prices and plummeting wages. 

Kamala Harris has repeatedly cast the de-
ciding vote in the U.S. Senate to approve 
trillions of dollars in excessive government 
spending as part of the Biden-Harris admin-
istration’s failing economic policies. Her 
policies have led to higher costs for Ameri-
cans and her price-fixing scheme would only 
make things worse. 

When the federal government overspends, 
Western North Carolinians pay more to get 
less. As a member of the House Appropria-
tions and Budget Committees, my goal is to 
fix how Washington works so that hard-
working folks in our mountains can keep 
more of their hard-earned money. 
IMPROVING OFFICER SAFETY IN YANCEY COUNTY 

After I secured the funding last year in the 
annual appropriations process, the $100,000 is 
making its way to the hands of the Yancey 
County Sheriff’s Office to enhance officer 
safety in the field. 

WNC law enforcement officers risk their 
lives to protect our citizens and commu-
nities, and it is critical that they have the 
tools to do their jobs safely and effectively. 

This grant will provide funding for the 
Yancey County Sheriff’s Office to acquire 
portable substance analyzer capability, 
which will improve officer safety in the field 
and provide a cost-efficient method of identi-
fying potentially deadly substances, such as 
fentanyl. 

As a member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, I will be continuing to advocate 
for the necessary and responsible funding of 
projects back home in North Carolina’s 11th 
District. 

SUPPORTING WNC’S MAIN STREET BUSINESSES 
During the district work period, I’ve had 

the pleasure of visiting local businesses in 
downtown Bryson City, Dillsboro, Franklin 
and Marion. 

A common theme heard from small busi-
ness owners during my visits was concerns 
about keeping up with rising costs in this 
economy. 

Entrepreneurs in our mountains contribute 
to our local economy and enrich our commu-
nities. To allow them to create jobs and grow 
our economy, I’m working to fix how Wash-
ington works by getting big government out 
of the way and rolling back excessive regula-
tions. 

STAY INFORMED ON NC–11 NEWS 
Federal rules will require congressional of-

fices to enter a communication blackout 60 
days before an election. This means I’ll be 
restricted in how I can share updates and in-
formation with you starting early Sep-
tember. 

To stay informed during this period, I en-
courage you to sign up for my official news-
letter by visiting edwards.house.gov/ 
newsletter. By doing so, you’ll receive im-
portant updates directly in your email inbox 
highlighting what I’m doing in Congress to 
advocate for Western North Carolina. 

I know how important it is to keep you in-
formed about the issues affecting our moun-
tains, from new bills that I’m introducing to 
local grants and more. By signing up for the 
newsletter, you won’t miss a beat as we con-
tinue working together for North Carolina’s 
11th District. 

With my warmest regards, 
CHUCK EDWARDS, 
Member of Congress. 

f 

HONORING THE BLOOMFIELD FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. MIKIE SHERRILL 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Ms. SHERRILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Bloomfield Fire Department for 
receiving accredited status from the Commis-
sion on Fire Accreditation International (CFAI). 
This is a significant milestone and I am so 
proud of all the hard work, training, and orga-
nization that Bloomfield Fire Chief Louis 
Venezia and his team do every day to be able 
to provide the highest quality service to the 
citizens of Bloomfield. 

The Bloomfield Fire Department is one of 
the 300 agencies to obtain Internationally Ac-
credited agency status from the CFAI. The 
process of accreditation focuses on a rigorous 
self-assessment and peer review process, fo-
cused on the agency’s ability to provide quality 
service to the public, in vital areas such as 
communication, decision-making, community 
alignment, relationships with labor and more. 
According to CFAI, accredited departments 
‘‘exemplify organizations that are strategic- 
minded and well-organized, are properly 
equipped, staffed, and trained.’’ 

Going through the accreditation process is 
no easy task, and this certification means that 
the Department is both providing excellent 
service to the public and will continue to im-
prove in the years to come. I thank the Bloom-
field Fire Department for always ensuring our 
community is safe and for being ready for an 
emergency call, whenever that may happen. I 
am grateful for their commitment to protecting 
our district and want to give congratulations to 
the entire team for this notable accomplish-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE OMAR 
MONTEMAYOR 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the exemplary public service of Detec-
tive Omar Montemayor of The Colony, Texas 
Police Department as he retires after more 
than twenty years in law enforcement. 

Previously, Mr. Montemayor served for three 
years in the U.S. Navy, followed by three 
years with the McAllen Police Department. In 
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2008, he began serving as a patrol officer with 
The Colony Police Department. Building upon 
that foundational experience, he became a 
Field Training Officer (FTO), where he 
mentored new recruits to the department, 
serving as an example and instructing them 
with the knowledge necessary to perform ca-
pably in a challenging and rewarding profes-
sion. In addition, Montemayor was assigned 
the sensitive and crucial position as a Hostage 
Crisis Negotiator, where he proficiently dis-
played his abilities to remain calm under pres-
sure, communicate effectively and diffuse dan-
gerous situations. 

During his two-decade tenure with TCPD, 
Mr. Montemayor also served as a Marine 
Safety Officer, enforcing regulations and en-
suring the safety of the public on local lakes 
and rivers. Additionally, he paid tribute to fall-
en officers and their families as a member of 
TCPD’s Honor Guard. 

After twelve years protecting the citizens of 
The Colony on its streets and waterways, Mr. 
Montemayor was assigned as a School Re-
source Officer at The Colony High School. As 
an SRO, he had the opportunity to interact 
with students, staff and parents, to build crit-
ical relationships toward a safer and more 
supportive educational environment. After only 
a year on the job, he was recognized for his 
dedication and effectiveness as he received 
the Texas Association of Resource (TASRO) 
School Resource Officer of the Year Award in 
2019. He was nominated for this statewide 
award by Lewisville ISD’s Safety and Security 
Director. 

Detective Omar Montemayor will truly be 
missed by his fellow officers and colleagues in 
The Colony Police Department. He was a con-
summate law enforcement professional, fos-
tering key relationships with the citizens, 
schools and businesses within the community 
he served so well. I wish him all the best in 
his future endeavors. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING RUSSELL M. 
NELSON DAY IN THE STATE OF 
UTAH AND CELEBRATING THE 
100TH BIRTHDAY OF RUSSELL M. 
NELSON 

HON. JOHN R. CURTIS 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge Russell M. Nelson Day in my 
home state of Utah as well as President Rus-
sell M. Nelson’s 100th birthday. 

President Russell Marion Nelson was born 
on September 9, 1924, in Salt Lake City. 
While a student at the University of Utah, he 
met and married Dantzel White. They shared 
nearly sixty years together, raising ten children 
before Dantzel’s passing in 2005. He later 
married Wendy L. Watson in April 2006, and 
together they are grandparents to 57 and 
great-grandparents to over 100. 

President Nelson is an internationally re-
nowned heart surgeon and medical re-
searcher. Dr. Nelson received his B.A. and 
M.D. degrees from the University of Utah. He 
served his residency in surgery at Massachu-
setts General Hospital in Boston and the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, where, in addition to 
earning his Ph.D., he served on the research 

team that developed the heart-lung machine 
which successfully aided the first human open- 
heart surgery in 1951. 

During the Korean War, he served in the 
U.S. Army Medical Corps and worked with 
surgeons focused on improving treatment 
methods for the wounded. He left with the 
rank of Captain. 

His accolades include the American Heart 
Association’s Heart of Gold Award and the 
Golden Plate Award from the American Acad-
emy of Achievement. He has held prestigious 
positions such as president of the Society for 
Vascular Surgery and chairman of the Council 
on Cardiovascular Surgery. 

Russell M. Nelson was called to the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on April 7, 
1984. He was called again as President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 
2018. Under his leadership, the church has 
played a large role in both domestic and inter-
national humanitarian aid efforts, with the faith 
often being among the first groups to respond 
with food, medical, and other practical aid for 
those enduring the effects of conflict and nat-
ural disaster. 

I again thank President Russell M. Nelson 
for a lifetime of achievement, service, and 
leadership and invite myself and my col-
leagues to look to his exemplary behavior as 
we find ways to better the lives of those we 
serve as members of Congress. 

f 

REMEMBERING JAVIER ARCE 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Javier Arce, Edi-
tor, Reporter, and Digital Producer for La Voz 
Arizona and the Arizona Republic, who re-
cently passed away. Mr. Arce’s success as a 
voice for Latino and immigrant communities in 
Arizona has inspired many. 

Mr. Arce began at La Voz and The Republic 
in 2014, providing coverage for Arizona read-
ers for over two decades. A Mexicali native, 
he understood the experience within trans-
border communities and helped inform others 
of immigration and election coverage, show-
casing everyday Arizonans and their pursuit of 
bettering their neighborhoods. He became a 
strong voice and a fixture in the community, 
highlighting the lives and successes of Latinos 
and immigrants who call Arizona home. His 
passion, commitment, and dedication to the 
Latino and immigrant community positively im-
pacted the Valley. 

As an expert on anti-immigration laws, Mr. 
Arce was dedicated to creating a mission to 
find the voices of Latino and immigrant com-
munities that would otherwise go untold. He 
knew the community and the issues they 
cared for. He leaves a legacy that will greatly 
impact the next generation of the Latino and 
immigrant community in Arizona. 

I offer my deepest condolences to Mr. 
Arce’s family and friends. 

HONORING THE MUSICAL TALENT 
OF MISSISSIPPI NATIVE, HARDY 

HON. MICHAEL GUEST 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize ‘‘Nashville’s nu-metal king,’’ Hardy, 
from my home state of Mississippi. Hardy was 
born in Meridian and grew up in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, where he attended Neshoba Cen-
tral High School. Born on September 13, 
1990, to Mike and Sarah Hardy, Hardy started 
playing guitar around age 13. When he was in 
high school, he took pen to paper to write his 
first song to,‘‘Impress a Girl.’’ His song writing 
skills gave him an opportunity to move to 
Nashville in 2010. While in Nashville, Hardy 
penned the words to the well-known country 
song made famous by Blake Shelton called, 
‘‘God’s Country.’’ in 2013, Hardy landed a 
publishing deal with Relative Music Group. 
Hardy is the pride of Philadelphia, Mississippi, 
and has earned his reputation as ‘‘a promising 
purveyor of keeping the spirit of classic heavy 
Southern rock alive,’’ according to American 
Songwriter. He is a five-time ACM award win-
ner and two-time CMA award winner. In 2022 
he was named the BMI Country Songwriter of 
the Year. 

Music has always been the heartbeat of 
Mississippi, and I am proud to see Hardy 
soaring to the top like other Mississippians 
have done before him. I thank Hardy, for his 
dedication to the art of music and contribu-
tions to our great Nation through song writing. 

f 

CELEBRATING CHRISTIE 
HOULIHAN AND RAHUL 
CHATTERJEE 

HON. HALEY M. STEVENS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to rise in celebration of the union of 
Mrs. Christie Houlihan and Mr. Rahul Dev 
Chatterjee. 

Christie and Rahul came from different 
walks of life—Rahul moved to Texas from 
India in the year 2000 to study at Texas A&M 
University, while Christie grew up in New York 
and had relocated to Dallas in the last several 
years. Their first date allowed them to bond 
over their Irish and Indian backgrounds, devel-
oping a mutual understanding of their love for 
their families and for travel. 

Towards the end of that first date in June of 
2022, when Christie began to make her exit. 
Rahul presented her with a parting gift: a 
small box with a bottle of Shalimar perfume by 
Guerlain. The same type of perfume that 
Christie’s late grandmother used to wear every 
day and shared with her when Christie was a 
young child. As was described in the New 
York Times. Rahul had no way of knowing the 
significance this small bottle had for Christie, 
but to her, it was a sign. They were wed on 
November 18, 2023, in Palm Beach, FL., sur-
rounded by loving family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I am elated to recognize 
Christie and Rahul, and I extend my enthusi-
astic well-wishes as they continue this chapter 
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of their life together. Please join me in cele-
brating the marriage of Christie Houlihan and 
Rahul Dev Chatterjee who are so beloved by 
their community and whose partnership brings 
joy to so many. I was honored to pay witness 
to their nuptials and ask Congress to join me 
in celebrating them as their one-year anniver-
sary approaches. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF CAST 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 25th anniversary of the Community 
Actors’ Studio Theatre (CAST) organization. 

CAST was incorporated as a 501(c)3 in Oc-
tober of 1999. Since that time, CAST has re-
mained committed to its mission to give every-
one in the community an opportunity to be en-
gaged.educated and entertained in the theat-
rical arts. 

In its 25 years. CAST has produced over 
130 shows, engaged over 600 individuals from 
the community in the production of those 
shows and has provided school-day 
perfonnances to over 10,000 school children. 

CAST is unique in the community because 
it offers the opportunity for those who want to 
participate in theatre and provides families a 
chance to act together. Besides two schools, 
CAST offers the only instructional program in 
the theatrical arts in the area, CAST Kidz, 
teaching weekly classes in dance, voice and 
acting to over 100 students aged 5–18. These 
students perform in local productions of their 
own and compete in and win regional and na-
tional theatrical competitions. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
CAST for all they do for the community and 
the children in the area and wishing the orga-
nization a happy 25th anniversary. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
KAREN ELAINE THOMPSON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary spirit and life of Karen 
Elaine Thompson; a beloved daughter. sister, 
wife. and mother. 

On May 11, 1960, Karen was born to Allan 
and Elaine Johnson in Moscow, Idaho. Just 
two weeks after her birth, Karen, her mother, 
and her brother reunited with Allan in 
Watsonville, California where he had recently 
taken his first position with Bank of America. 
Karen began her schooling in Modesto, but as 
Allan rose through the ranks at the bank, she 
continued her education wherever work took 
him including Novato, Shafter, Lindsay, and fi-
nally Madera where she graduated high 
school in 1978. 

Karen then chose to further her education at 
Fresno City College and Heald Four C’s Busi-
ness College with a special focus on secre-
tarial courses. Utilizing her education, she 

landed her first secretary position at Fresno 
Federal Land Bank where she met her first 
love, Mark Thompson. Later, Karen shifted her 
focus to marketing as the administrative as-
sistant for the CEO of Fresno-Madera Farm 
Credit before taking her expertise to Citizens 
Business Bank in Madera. The zenith of 
Karen’s career would come in the years she 
spent working as an executive assistant at 
Fresno Heart Hospital, EyeQ, and Community 
Cancer Institute, places where her importance 
cannot be understated. One of her greatest 
achievements was her work alongside execu-
tives in building the Cancer Institute in Clovis. 

During these years, Karen also raised her 
two sons, Kyle and Alex, in Madera. Then, 
when the opportunity presented itself. Karen 
and Mark took a chance and purchased a 
home and acreage in Madera Ranchos and 
eventually married in 2014. 

Wherever she lived, Karen always sought to 
improve her community. She engaged in a va-
riety of volunteer activities for the Big Fresno 
Fair Livestock Auction, The Kids Breakfast, 
and the Toolbox Program. Additionally, Karen 
was always willing to lend a helping hand in 
events related to agriculture such as those put 
on by the Cattlemen’s Association. Fresno 
County Farm Bureau, and Reedley College Ag 
Backers. Equally important, Karen served in a 
variety of different capacities through her 
memberships in PEO and Chapter VO where 
she provided excellent leadership and commu-
nication skills. She also was a member of the 
Clovis Rodeo Association where she served 
as secretary of the board since 2022. 

Her love for life was reflected in her many 
hobbies, Karen loved photography, camping, 
sporting clays, gardening, fishing, camping, 
hand crafts, traveling, and of course, her 
grandson Liam. 

In Karen’s passing, we celebrate a life that 
left an indelible mark on all who were fortu-
nate enough to know her. Her legacy lives on 
in her family; husband Mark and sons Kyle 
and Alex. May we draw inspiration from 
Karen’s enduring spirit and the richness of a 
life well-lived. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to the 
memory of Karen Elaine Thompson. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE USS NEW 
JERSEY 

HON. ANDY KIM 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Commissioning of the 
Naval Vessel, the USS New Jersey on Sep-
tember 14, 2024. 

The third naval vessel named after the great 
State of New Jersey, this Virginia class sub-
marine is a nuclear-powered cruise missile 
fast-attack vessel that will prove invaluable to 
the efficacy of our great Navy. After rigorous 
tests and trials at sea, this ship has proved its 
capability to perform her designed mission and 
join America’s strong Naval fleet. 

Upon being commissioned. the USS New 
Jersey will welcome our brave sailors from the 
Commanding Officer to the crew who are en-
trusted with maintaining and operating the 
submarine during peacetime and time of war. 

Not just a phrase but a guiding light through 
high seas and troubled times, the submarine’s 
motto—Firepower for Freedom—inspires all of 
its crew members to preserve our Nation’s val-
ues in fighting for valor and freedom across 
the globe. 

With many Americans coming together in 
Monmouth County to celebrate the commis-
sioning of the USS New Jersey, we also cele-
brate the long legacy of tenacity and bravery 
that the Navy has proved time and time again. 
The brave sailors on all three USS New Jer-
sey vessels, and vessels across the globe, ex-
emplify the honor, courage, and commitment 
stated in the Navy’s core values. 

As the crew begins their service aboard this 
exceptional naval vessel, I am grateful for the 
devotion each and every one of them has to 
serving their country. I look forward to con-
tinuing to support the USS New Jersey and 
its’ servicemembers in achieving their many 
missions to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THELMA HOLTZCLAW 
MATHEWS 

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Mrs. Thelma Holtzclaw Mathews on 
the occasion of her 100th birthday. 

Mrs. Mathews was born on September 26, 
1924, and grew up with her parents and seven 
siblings in Titus, Alabama. She moved to Buf-
falo fifty-four years ago where she has lived 
since. 

After graduating high school, Mrs. 
Mathews’s top priority was her family. To-
gether with the love of her life, Luther, they 
raised six incredible children, three daughters 
and three sons. Mrs. Mathews’ family con-
tinues to grow, with grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. She is most proud to be a wife, 
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. 

When Mrs. Mathews is not with her family, 
she is with her friends and neighbors. They 
know they can always rely on her for a warm 
smile and a laugh. Deeply devoted to her 
faith, Mrs. Mathews is an active member of 
the Greater Refuge Temple of Christ on Jef-
ferson Avenue. 

Further, Mrs. Mathews deeply values civic 
engagement, having voted in every presi-
dential election she has been able to. She 
was very excited to vote for the first Black 
President, President Barack Obama, and is 
looking forward to casting her ballot for Vice 
President Kamala Harris, the first Black 
woman nominated by a major party for Presi-
dent. 

Today, Mrs. Thelma Holtzclaw Mathews 
continues to inspire all who know her, sharing 
her compassion and dedication to her family, 
friends, country, and faith. Please join me in 
celebrating Mrs. Thelma Holtzclaw Mathews 
on her 100th birthday. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I missed Roll 
Call votes No. 356, 357, and 358 on July 22, 
2024. Had I been present, my votes would 
have been: Yea on Roll Call No. 356; Nay on 
Roll Call No. 357; and Yea on Roll Call No. 
358. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MY CHIEF OF 
STAFF, TIM BERTOCCI, FOR HIS 
EXCELLENT WORK ON BEHALF 
OF MINNESOTA’S THIRD CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. DEAN PHILLIPS 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my former Chief of Staff, Tim 
Bertocci, for his work on behalf of every con-
stituent in Minnesota’s Third Congressional 
District. In May, Tim departed my office for a 
new opportunity serving as the Director of Ex-
ternal Affairs in the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Special Operations 
and Low Intensity Conflict, and I could not be 
more proud or grateful for his service. 

Tim has an impressive and extensive back-
ground in public service and leadership. He 
began his career after graduating from the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point and was 
commissioned as an Armor officer. During his 
nine years of military service, Tim served in 
various leadership positions, to include serving 
in combat during Operation Iraqi Freedom III. 
Tim also earned a Master of Arts degree from 
the Security Studies Program at Georgetown 
University in 2008. He has worked in various 
roles including the Senior Operations Advisor 
for the Joint IED Defeat Organization and as 
a Foreign Service Officer in Havana, Cuba. 

Tim’s experience and relationships on the 
Hill from his time working in former Congress-
man Tim Walz’ Office were invaluable as we 
stood up an office and built a team of bright, 
motivated, and radically hospitable public serv-
ants. He helped lead us all through a series of 
unexpected and unprecedented events. On 
top of his duties as Chief, he also served as 
an instructor at the United States Naval Acad-
emy where he taught a class on irregular war-
fare in the Political Science Department. 

Staff members of our office past and 
present all proclaim that Tim is the true em-
bodiment of a servant leader. A trusted advi-
sor and confidant, Tim always put the needs 
of the team before himself. He even used a 
tiny, converted bathroom as an office instead 
of the large office normally dedicated to the 
Chief, to allow staff to have a dedicated space 
they could hold meetings in. For Tim, success 
is never about individual accomplishments or 
prestige, but instead about those around him 
reaching their highest potential individually and 
collectively. 

Tim set a culture of camaraderie and sup-
port across the team, always prepared with a 
shout out or well timed, supportive gif in the 
Teams chat. He had an unparalleled ability to 

create compromise and identify a novel path 
forward after taking into careful consideration 
all the options. Though he rarely mentioned it, 
his record of military service brought a much- 
needed perspective and calm confidence to 
our team. Even in the most difficult congres-
sional moments—it was clear Tim had lived 
through much worse. Tim’s humility and ex-
pertise were unmatched during those difficult 
times. 

The people of Minnesota’s Third Congres-
sional District were lucky to have Tim’s dedi-
cation, leadership and unwavering commit-
ment, and he will be dearly missed. However, 
I’m extraordinarily happy that he will continue 
to serve the nation at the U.S. Department of 
Defense. I wish Tim all the best in his future 
endeavors and thank him dearly for his 23 
years of public service to this Nation—and 
many more to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I was present 
for the vote on Roll Call No. 224 and thought 
I had voted ‘‘AYE’’ using my member card. 
However, my vote was not counted. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No. 224. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN 
ANNA ESHOO 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the incredible service of my dear friend and 
16-term Congresswoman from California, Rep-
resentative ANNA ESHOO. ANNA has served the 
people of San Mateo, Santa Clara, and Santa 
Cruz counties with great distinction for over 
three decades. She’s hardworking, meticulous, 
and demanding of herself. In sum, ANNA 
ESHOO is the kind of person every Member of 
Congress should be like. She has built a leg-
acy of fighting for her constituents, and her 
leadership in Congress will be greatly missed 
upon her retirement. 

First elected to Congress in 1992—dubbed 
‘‘the Year of the Woman’’—ANNA was the first 
Democrat and first woman in the history of the 
then-14th Congressional District to win the Sil-
icon Valley seat. In Congress, ANNA has been 
a health care pioneer, a champion for innova-
tion, a human rights and consumer advocate, 
a staunch proponent of clean energy, and a 
defender of women’s reproductive rights. A 
prolific legislator, over 60 of Anna’s bills have 
been signed into law by five presidents. 

ANNA has served on the powerful Energy 
and Commerce Committee since 1995. In 
2019, she became the first woman to serve as 
Chair of the Health Subcommittee. ANNA 
helped draft portions of the groundbreaking Af-
fordable Care Act, oversaw the largest over-
haul of Medicare since its inception, and wrote 
landmark bipartisan legislation to promote the 
development of new lifesaving cures. ANNA 

also broke the glass ceiling as the first female 
Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology, where she 
has championed a free and open internet, re-
moved barriers to entry in the telecommuni-
cations market, and helped deploy broadband 
to underserved communities. 

I know ANNA is grateful to her dedicated 
staff in both California and Washington, D.C. 
for the countless achievements they have se-
cured for constituents over the years, and for 
the support of her children and granddaughter. 
I thank them for their years of service and 
sacrifice. I congratulate my good friend and 
colleague on a well-deserved retirement and 
wish her the very best in her next chapter in 
life. 

f 

HONORING THE LEADERSHIP AND 
LEGACY OF SENIOR CHIEF 
PETTY OFFICER ERIC DONAHUE 

HON. LORI TRAHAN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Senior Chief Petty Officer Eric Donahue 
for his tremendous contributions and 20-year 
legacy in the United States Navy, including his 
service in the Joint Special Operations Com-
mand. Senior Chief Donahue has dedicated 
his life to our country for the past two dec-
ades, all while building a family with his wife, 
Katie, and raising their three children: Mere-
dith, Ivy, and Tyler. 

Eric Donahue was born and raised in Ando-
ver, Massachusetts, and is a proud graduate 
of Austin Preparatory School in Reading, Mas-
sachusetts. A dedicated student, he furthered 
his education at the University of New Hamp-
shire, obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration, Management, and Oper-
ations. It was at the University of New Hamp-
shire that Eric met Katie, who has been a pil-
lar of strength for him throughout his Navy ca-
reer. 

Moved by the September 11th terrorist at-
tacks, Eric embarked on a mission to become 
a Navy SEAL to protect the United States, its 
freedoms, and its ideals. After graduating from 
the University of New Hampshire in 2004, he 
had the opportunity to join the Navy as an offi-
cer. Instead of waiting to become an officer, 
he immediately enlisted to begin training with-
out officer status. 

In March 2005, Eric commenced Under-
water Demolition/SEAL training and success-
fully completed the program by August 2006, 
displaying exceptional dedication. He was sub-
sequently assigned to SEAL Team 8 in Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia. Throughout eight over-
seas deployments, including to Afghanistan 
and Iraq, his dedication, leadership, and out-
standing service led to his appointment to the 
prestigious SEAL Team Six, the Naval Special 
Warfare Development Group. Within SEAL 
Team Six, Senior Chief Donahue has contin-
ued to lead in various capacities, overseeing 
numerous training events worldwide and being 
entrusted with dignitary protection. 

Senior Chief Donahue has received numer-
ous accolades and awards throughout his ca-
reer in recognition of his service. These in-
clude five Sea Service Deployment ribbons, 
three Presidential Unit Citations, two Navy and 
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Marine Corps Commendation Medals, three 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals, 
one Navy Unit Commendation Medal, a NATO 
Medal, a Joint Service Achievement Medal, 
three Joint Service Commendation Medals, a 
Joint Meritorious Unit Award, an Iraq Cam-
paign Medal, six Good Conduct Medals, an 
Expeditionary Medal, three Combat Action 
Ribbons, a Bronze Star with Valor, an Army 
Commendation Medal, and an Afghan Cam-
paign Medal. 

Senior Chief Eric Donahue has dem-
onstrated remarkable bravery, selflessness, 
and dedication as a Navy SEAL. He exempli-
fies the values of courage, resilience, and sac-
rifice that we hold dear as Americans. His 
leadership will leave a lasting impact on the 
United States Navy and our Nation. I would 
like to formally recognize and extend my 
deepest gratitude to Senior Chief Donahue 
and his family for their twenty years of service 
to our country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING AMERICAN LE-
GION POST NO. 682 FOR THEIR 
NEW VETERAN’S MEMORIAL 
BRICK WALL 

HON. ZACHARY NUNN 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and celebrate the exceptional 
work demonstrated by American Legion Post 
No. 682, and to celebrate the unveiling of their 
Veteran’s Memorial Brick Wall. 

For years, American Legion Post No. 682 
has selflessly served the veterans of our com-
munity. As a combat veteran, I believe taking 
care of America’s heroes when they return 
home must be a top priority, and American Le-
gion Post No. 682 has courageously stepped 
up to the task. 

One such way they are honoring America’s 
heroes is with the unveiling of their Veteran’s 
Memorial Brick Wall, a memorial constructed 
to showcase the community’s love and rec-
ognition of those who have given all for their 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating this impressive achievement and 
congratulate American Legion Post No. 682 
on the unveiling of their Veteran’s Memorial 
Brick Wall. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BRIGADIER 
GENERAL CINDY M. SALADIN- 
MUHAMMAD ON HER PROMOTION 
TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor and congratulate Brigadier Gen-
eral Cindy M. Saladin-Muhammad on her new 
position as Brigadier General within the United 
States Army, making her the first Muslim to be 
promoted to the rank in the history of the 
United States of America. Brigadier General 
Saladin-Muhammad is an outstanding officer 
who has dedicated 40 years of service to the 

United States Army and during that time 
earned countless awards and decorations. 
She holds a variety of degrees including two 
masters’, one in Strategic Studies and one in 
Business Administration and holds a doctorate 
in business administration. Brigadier General 
Saladin-Muhammad has had a stellar career 
in the Medical Service Corps, rising through 
the ranks from an Environmental Science En-
gineering Officer in 1995 to assuming com-
mand of multiple support hospitals within the 
country and abroad. As we congratulate Briga-
dier General on her new position with the 
United States Army, I have full confidence that 
she will serve her position with conviction and 
pride just as she’s done for the past 40 years. 
I thank her for her service, and congratulate 
Brigadier General Saladin-Muhammad. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE OPENING OF 
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. NIKEMA WILLIAMS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, as 
students return to school for the upcoming 
school year, I rise today to recognize the 
100th Anniversary of the opening of Booker T. 
Washington High School in Georgia’s Fighting 
Fifth Congressional District. 

In September 1924, the opening of Booker 
T. Washington High School marked the first 
opportunity for Black students in the State of 
Georgia to attend a public high school. This 
momentous achievement was the culmination 
of tireless organizing and a direct result of At-
lanta’s Black Community’s political power and 
determination. 

In fact, not until the NAACP and Black com-
munity leaders conducted a successful voter 
registration drive and new Black voters de-
feated a school bond referendum in 1919 did 
promises of a new Black high school bear 
fruit, with money from a 1921 school bond 
used to construct what would become Booker 
T. Washington High School. 

Black students came from across the state 
to study at Booker T. Washington High 
School, as it remained Georgia’s only public 
high school for Black students until 1947. The 
school’s origins in organizing and collective 
power are evident in the remarkable alumni it 
has produced, including Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., groundbreaking surgeon and educator Dr. 
Asa Yancy, State Representative ‘‘Able’’ 
Mable Thomas, trailblazing lawyer and judge 
Romae T. Powell, former United States Sec-
retary for Health and Human Services Dr. 
Louis Sullivan, and educator Dr. Pearlie Craft 
Dove. 

From its inception, Booker T. Washington 
High School has been part of the fabric ot At-
lanta and the State of Georgia and an integral 
part of its community. Students, neighbors, 
and alums continue to tout the skill and en-
ergy of the marching band and take every op-
portunity to enjoy school spirit and their music. 

Booker T. Washington High School de-
serves a place in history, not just in the history 
of Atlanta or Georgia, but of our country. I 
hope you will join me in both recognizing this 
historic day and in cosponsoring a resolution 

to be introduced later this month that will com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of Booker T. 
Washington High School. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION OF THE 103D AT-
TACK SQUADRON 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
great honor to rise in recognition of the distinct 
achievements and serviceable contributions of 
103d Attack Squadron on the occasion of their 
100th anniversary. For a century, the men and 
women of the 103d Attack Squadron have 
served our nation with distinction, dedication, 
resilience, and valor. As the oldest flying 
squadron in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and one of 29 original National Guard 
observations squadrons, their contributions to 
our national defense are immeasurable and 
their legacy is one of innovation, excellence 
and steadfast bravery. 

The 103d Attack Squadron traces its lineage 
back to its formation in June 1924. Federally 
recognized as the 103d Observation Squadron 
and commanded by Major Charles Biddle, the 
103d has been an integral part of American 
military history, participating in nearly every 
global conflict since World War II. The 103d 
flew a variety of training and observation air-
craft until 1941 when the unit was ordered to 
active service, performing anti-submarine pa-
trols along the New England coast. From 1943 
through the end of World War II, the 103d flew 
photo reconnaissance missions in the F–5C in 
the China-Burma-India Theater. 

From the end of World War II, the 103d was 
redesignated over ten times and has operated 
continually since its inception. This unit has 
gallantly conducted aerial missions and contin-
ually maintained operational mission readiness 
in the following capacities: as a bombardment 
squadron, a reconnaissance squadron, a mili-
tary airlift squadron, a tactical air support 
squadron, a fighter squadron and, finally in its 
current role, as an attack squadron. The men 
and women of the 103d Attack Squadron have 
skillfully operated over twenty distinctly dif-
ferent aircraft, providing over a century of 
global strike and air superiority capabilities for 
joint force operations in austere areas, world-
wide. Their continual adaptation to the war- 
fighting environment is a true testament to the 
resiliency, adaptability, and reliability of the 
men and women of this storied unit. 

Their unwavering dedication to duty and 
willingness to innovate to meet the needs of 
the ever-changing battlefIeld landscape is no 
better demonstrated than in their most recent 
transition from manned aircraft to unmanned 
aerial systems (UAS). The professionals of the 
103d Attack Squadron employ the General 
Atomics MQ–9 in combat air patrols that di-
rectly support combatant commanders across 
the globe providing intelligence, surveillance, 
and reconnaissance gathering capabilities, 
combat search and rescue, and precision 
weapons employment in close air support op-
erations. The 103d Attack Squadron is critical 
to the development and implementation of tac-
tics, techniques and procedures used across 
the globe in MQ–9 missions. 
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Throughout its long history, the 103d Attack 

Squadron has embodied the core values of 
the United States Air Force: Integrity First, 
Service Before Self, and Excellence in All We 
Do. They have safeguarded the nation’s skies, 
provided critical support in times of war, and 
stood ready to respond when called upon. 
Their aircrew and superior operational support 
personnel have been, and continue to be, 
some of the most skilled and dedicated Air-
men in the world. 

As we celebrate this historic milestone, it is 
my distinct honor to celebrate those who have 
faithfully served in the 103d Attack Squadron 
over the past century. Their sacrifices and 
those of their families have ensured our free-
dom and security. It is with deep gratitude that 
we acknowledge their service and pay tribute 
to their bravery. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
the 103d Attack Squadron and in extending a 
heartfelt thank you to the men and women 
who have served, and continue to serve, in 
this distinguished unit. May the next 100 years 
of Airmen serve with the same valor, honor, 
dignity, and dedication to duty as the exem-
plary men and women of the 103d Attack 
Squadron have so expertly demonstrated over 
the last century of service. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10, 2024 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

SEPTEMBER 11 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine social secu-
rity, focusing on delivering benefits 
and protecting retirement security. 

SD–608 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of David Michael Capozzi, of 
Maryland, Samuel E. Lathem, of Dela-
ware, Ronald L. Batory, of New Mex-
ico, and Elaine Marie Clegg, of Idaho, 
all to be a Director of the Amtrak 
Board of Directors. 

SR–253 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Matthew James Marzano, of Il-
linois, to be a Member of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. 

SD–406 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Julie Smith, of Michigan, to be 
an Under Secretary (Political Affairs), 
Stephanie L. Hallett, of Florida, to be 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, Douglas D. Jones, of Maryland, to 
be Ambassador to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Michael G. Heath, of Cali-
fornia, to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of Malawi, and Mary E. Daschbach, 
of Rhode Island, to be Ambassador to 
the Togolese Republic, all of the De-
partment of State. 

SD–419 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Subcommittee on Water and Power 
To hold hearings to examine S. 2927, to 

amend the Omnibus Public Land Man-
agement Act of 2009 to increase Tribal 
access to water conservation and effi-
ciency grants, S. 4016, to amend the 
Boulder Canyon Project Act to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to ex-
pend amounts in the Colorado River 
Dam fund, S. 4242 and H.R. 4385, to ex-
tend authorization of the Reclamation 
States Emergency Drought Relief Act 
of 1991, S. 4245 and H.R. 5770, to reau-
thorize certain United States Geologi-
cal Survey water data enhancement 
programs, S. 4347, to provide for the 
conveyance of certain Federal land at 
Swanson Reservoir and Hugh Butler 
Reservoir in the State of Nebraska, S. 
4458, to reauthorize the Reclamation 
Rural Water Supply Act of 2006, S. 4576, 
to amend the Energy and Water Devel-
opment and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2015, to reauthorize the 
Colorado River System conservation 
pilot program, an original bill to estab-
lish a new Reclamation program to 
support collaborative positions at eli-
gible partner organizations to help de-
velop, fund, and implement water 
projects with benefits for water man-
agement and the environment, an 
original bill to amend the Aquifer Re-
charge Flexibility Act to clarify a pro-
vision relating to conveyances for aqui-
fer recharge purposes, an original bill 
to authorize additional funding for the 
San Joaquin River Restoration Settle-
ment Program, an original bill to es-
tablish an interest-bearing account for 
the non-Federal contributions to the 
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species 
Conservation Program, an original bill 
to establish the Integrated Water Man-
agement Federal Leadership Com-
mittee and to provide for improved 
drought resilience and dam safety, an 
original bill to amend Public Law 89– 
108 to modify the authorization of ap-
propriations for State and Tribal, mu-
nicipal, rural, and industrial water sup-
plies, an original bill to make certain 
modifications to the repayment period 
and payment of interest for the 
Fryingpan-Arkansas project in the 
State of Colorado, an original bill to 
prohibit the use of amounts from the 
Upper Colorado River Basin Fund to 
implement a certain record of decision, 
and H.R. 6062, to restore the ability of 
the people of American Samoa to ap-
prove amendments to the territorial 
constitution based on majority rule in 

a democratic act of self-determination, 
as authorized pursuant to an Act of 
Congress delegating administration of 
Federal territorial law in the territory 
to the President, and to the Secretary 
of the Interior under Executive Order 
10264, dated June 29, 1951, under which 
the Constitution of American Samoa 
was approved and may be amended 
without requirement for further con-
gressional action, subject to the au-
thority of Congress under the Terri-
torial Clause in article IV, section 3, 
clause 2 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

SD–366 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

Closed business meeting to consider 
pending intelligence matters; to be im-
mediately followed by a closed briefing 
on certain intelligence matters. 

SVC–217 

SEPTEMBER 12 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Lieutenant General Steven S. 
Nordhaus, USAF, to be general and 
Chief of the National Guard Bureau, 
and Vice Admiral Alvin Holsey, USN, 
to be admiral and Commander, United 
States Southern Command, both of the 
Department of Defense. 

SH–216 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine protecting 
Americans’ money, focusing on com-
batting scams and frauds against sen-
iors and savers. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Depart-

ment of Energy’s lead role in con-
ducting advanced computing research, 
application, and security. 

SD–366 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the 2025 tax 
policy debate and tax avoidance strate-
gies. 

SD–215 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the bank-

ruptcy of Steward Health Care, focus-
ing on how management decisions have 
impacted patient care. 

SD–562 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 1306, to 
reauthorize the COPS ON THE BEAT 
grant program, S. 2220, to amend title 
35, United States Code, to invest in in-
ventors in the United States, maintain 
the United States as the leading inno-
vation economy in the world, and pro-
tect the property rights of the inven-
tors that grow the economy of the 
United States, S. 2140, to amend title 
35, United States Code, to address mat-
ters relating to patent subject matter 
eligibility, S. 4713, to amend chapter 11 
of title 35, United States Code, to re-
quire the voluntary collection of demo-
graphic information for patent inven-
tors, S. 2082, to make technical correc-
tions relating to the Justice Against 
Sponsors of Terrorism Act, and the 
nominations of Ryan Young Park, of 
North Carolina, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Fourth Circuit, 
Byron B. Conway, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
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of Wisconsin, Jonathan E. Hawley, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Central District of Illinois, April M. 
Perry, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Illi-
nois, Gail A. Weilheimer, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, and Joseph R. 
Adams, to be United States Marshal for 
the Northern District of West Virginia, 
and David L. Lemmon II, to be United 

States Marshal for the Southern Dis-
trict of West Virginia, both of the De-
partment of Justice. 

SD–G50 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine anti-NGO 

laws and other tools of democratic re-
pression. 

SD–419 

SEPTEMBER 24 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine Novo 

Nordisk’s high prices for Ozempic and 
Wegovy for patients with diabetes and 
obesity. 

SD–562 
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D843 

Monday, September 9, 2024 

Daily Digest 
HIGHLIGHTS 

See Résumé of Congressional Activity. 
Senator-designate George S. Helmy, of New Jersey, was administered the 

oath of office by Senator Murray. 

Senate 
Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S5863–S5900 
Measures Introduced: Seven bills were introduced, 
as follows: S. 4992–4998                                       Page S5890 

Measures Reported: 
Special Report entitled ‘‘Fighting Fraud: Scams to 

Watch Out For’’. (S. Rept. No. 118–209) 
S. 3664, to require executive branch employees to 

report certain royalties, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute. (S. Rept. No. 118–210) 

S. 2796, to provide for the equitable settlement of 
certain Indian land disputes regarding land in Illi-
nois. (S. Rept. No. 118–211) 

S. 2868, to accept the request to revoke the char-
ter of incorporation of the Lower Sioux Indian Com-
munity in the State of Minnesota at the request of 
that Community. (S. Rept. No. 118–212) 

S. 3594, to require governmentwide source code 
sharing, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute. (S. Rept. No. 118–213) 

S. 4305, to improve the effectiveness of body 
armor issued to female agents and officers of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, with an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute. (S. Rept. No. 118–214) 

S. 4698, to authorize the Joint Task Forces of the 
Department of Homeland Security, with an amend-
ment. (S. Rept. No. 118–215)                            Page S5890 

Measures Passed: 
Authorizing the Use of the Rotunda: Senate 

agreed to H. Con. Res. 126, authorizing the use of 
the rotunda of the Capitol for a ceremony to award 
posthumously a Congressional Gold Medal in com-
memoration to the servicemembers who perished in 
Afghanistan on August 26, 2021, during the evacu-
ation of citizens of the United States and Afghan al-
lies at Hamid Karzai International Airport. 
                                                                                            Page S5893 

Swearing In of Senator Helmy: The Chair laid be-
fore the Senate the certificate of appointment of Sen-
ator-designate George S. Helmy, of the State of New 
Jersey, and the oath of office was then administered 
as required by the U.S. Constitution and prescribed 
by law.                                                                             Page S5868 

Message from the President: Senate received the 
following messages from the President of the United 
States: 

Transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on the 
continuation of the national emergency that was 
originally declared in Executive Order 13848 of Sep-
tember 12, 2018, with respect to the threat of for-
eign interference in United States elections; which 
was referred to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. (PM–60)                       Page S5877 

Transmitting, pursuant to law, a report of the 
continuation of the national emergency that was de-
clared in Proclamation 7463 of September 14, 2001, 
with respect to the terrorist attacks on the United 
States of September 11, 2001; which was referred to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. (PM–61)                                                 Pages S5877–78 

Abelson Nomination—Agreement: Senate re-
sumed consideration of the nomination of Adam B. 
Abelson, of Maryland, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Maryland. 
                                                                      Pages S5863–68, S5871 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 50 yeas to 40 nays (Vote No. EX. 231), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                   Page S5871 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination, 
post-cloture, at approximately 10 a.m., on Tuesday, 
September 10, 2024; that all time be considered ex-
pired at 11:30 a.m.; and that if cloture has been in-
voked on the nomination of Jeannette A. Vargas, of 
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New York, to be United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of New York, all time be con-
sidered expired at 2:15 p.m.                                 Page S5894 

Lanthier Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Mary Kay Lanthier, 
of Vermont, to be United States District Judge for 
the District of Vermont.                                 Pages S5868–69 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition 
of the nomination of Jeannette A. Vargas, of New 
York, to be United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of New York.                 Pages S5868–69 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S5868 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S5868 

Provinzino Nomination—Cloture: Senate began 
consideration of the nomination of Laura Margarete 
Provinzino, of Minnesota, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Minnesota. 
                                                                                    Pages S5869–71 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition 
of the nomination of Mary Kay Lanthier, of 
Vermont, to be United States District Judge for the 
District of Vermont.                                                 Page S5869 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S5869 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S5869 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Lanhee J. Chen, of California, to be a Director of 
the Amtrak Board of Directors for a term of five 
years. 

Ben Cardin, of Maryland, to be a Representative 
of the United States of America to the Seventy-ninth 
Session of the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions. 

Tanya Leigh Flores, of California, to be a Rep-
resentative of the United States of America to the 
Seventy-ninth Session of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations. 

Dan Sullivan, of Alaska, to be a Representative of 
the United States of America to the Seventy-ninth 
Session of the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions. 

Michael Trager, of the District of Columbia, to be 
a Representative of the United States of America to 
the Seventy-ninth Session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations. 

Adam Gamoran, of New York, to be Director of 
the Institute of Education Science, Department of 
Education for a term of six years. 

Gordon Hartogensis, of Connecticut, to be a Gov-
ernor of the United States Postal Service for a term 
expiring December 8, 2031. 

Elizabeth C. Coombe, of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern District of 
New York. 

Sarah Morgan Davenport, of New Mexico, to be 
United States District Judge for the District of New 
Mexico. 

Sharad Harshad Desai, of Arizona, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Arizona. 

10 Army nominations in the rank of general. 
Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, and Navy. 

                                                                             Pages S5895–S5901 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S5878 

Measures Referred:                                                 Page S5878 

Measures Placed on the Calendar: 
                                                                            Pages S5878, S5893 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S5878–90 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S5890–93 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                            Page S5893 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S5876–77 

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today. 
(Total—231)                                                                 Page S5871 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 3 p.m. and ad-
journed at 6:56 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10, 2024. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on 
page S5894.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

No committee meetings were held. 
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House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 17 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 9494–9510; and 3 resolutions, H. 
Res. 1427–1429 were introduced.            Pages H5096–97 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H5098–99 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.J. Res. 125, providing for congressional dis-

approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, of the rule submitted by the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System relating to 
‘‘Principles for Climate-Related Financial Risk Man-
agement for Large Financial Institutions’’ (H. Rept. 
118–651); 

H.R. 7480, to amend section 102(a) (20) of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 
to require the exclusion of service-connected dis-
ability compensation when determining whether a 
person is a person of low and moderate income, a 
person of low income, or a person of moderate in-
come, and for other purposes, with an amendment 
(H. Rept. 118–652); 

H.R. 7686, to amend the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act to clarify 
the definition of foreign country for purposes of ma-
lign foreign talent recruitment restriction, and for 
other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
118–653); 

H.R. 2911, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
periodically review the automatic maximum coverage 
under the Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
program and the Veterans’ Group Life Insurance pro-
gram, and for other purposes, with an amendment 
(H. Rept. 118–654); and 

H.R. 4190, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
repay the estates of deceased beneficiaries for certain 
benefits paid by the Secretary and misused by fidu-
ciaries of such beneficiaries, with an amendment (H. 
Rept. 118–655).                                                         Page H5096 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Thompson (PA) to act as 
Speaker pro tempore for today.                           Page H5037 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:17 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.                                                    Page H5039 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: 

Amending the Research and Development, Com-
petition, and Innovation Act to clarify the defini-
tion of foreign country for purposes of malign for-

eign talent recruitment restriction: H.R. 7686, 
amended, to amend the Research and Development, 
Competition, and Innovation Act to clarify the defi-
nition of foreign country for purposes of malign for-
eign talent recruitment restriction;           Pages H5039–41 

Chinese Currency Accountability Act: H.R. 510, 
amended, to require the United States Governor of, 
and the United States Executive Director at, the 
International Monetary Fund to oppose an increase 
in the weight of the Chinese renminbi in the Special 
Drawing Rights basket of the Fund;       Pages H5041–42 

Taiwan Conflict Deterrence Act: H.R. 554, 
amended, to deter Chinese aggression towards Tai-
wan by requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
publish a report on financial institutions and ac-
counts connected to senior officials of the People’s 
Republic of China, to restrict financial services for 
certain immediate family of such officials; 
                                                                                    Pages H5042–46 

Directing the Librarian of Congress to promote 
the more cost-effective, efficient, and expanded 
availability of the Annotated Constitution and 
pocket-part supplements by replacing the 
hardbound versions with digital versions: H.R. 
7592, to direct the Librarian of Congress to promote 
the more cost-effective, efficient, and expanded avail-
ability of the Annotated Constitution and pocket- 
part supplements by replacing the hardbound 
versions with digital versions;                     Pages H5046–47 

Modernizing the Congressional Research Serv-
ice’s Access to Data Act: H.R. 7593, to enhance the 
authority of the Director of the Congressional Re-
search Service to obtain information directly from 
agencies of the Federal government;        Pages H5047–49 

Confirmation Of Congressional Observer Access 
Act: H.R. 6513, to amend the Help America Vote 
Act of 2002 to confirm the requirement that States 
allow access to designated congressional election ob-
servers to observe the election administration proce-
dures in congressional elections;                 Pages H5049–51 

Countering the PRC Malign Influence Fund 
Authorization Act: H.R. 1157, amended, to provide 
for the authorization of appropriations for the Coun-
tering the People’s Republic of China Malign Influ-
ence Fund, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 351 yeas to 
36 nays, Roll No. 401;                Pages H5066–68, H5080–81 

Countering CCP Drones Act: H.R. 2864, 
amended, to amend the Secure and Trusted Commu-
nications Networks Act of 2019 to provide for the 
addition of certain equipment and services produced 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:59 Sep 10, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0627 Sfmt 0627 E:\CR\FM\D09SE4.REC D09SEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 D

IG
E

S
T



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGESTD846 September 9, 2024 

or provided by DJI Technologies to the list of cov-
ered communications equipment or services pub-
lished under such Act;                                     Pages H5058–60 

Foreign Adversary Communications Trans-
parency Act: H.R. 820, amended, to direct the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to publish a list 
of entities that hold authorizations, licenses, or other 
grants of authority issued by the Commission and 
that have certain foreign ownership;        Pages H5060–61 

Removing Our Unsecure Technologies to Ensure 
Reliability and Security Act: H.R. 7589, to direct 
the Secretary of Commerce, acting through the As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Communications 
and Information, to conduct a study of the national 
security risks posed by consumer routers, modems, 
and devices that combine a modem and router; 
                                                                                    Pages H5061–62 

Decoupling from Foreign Adversarial Battery 
Dependence Act: H.R. 8631, amended, to prohibit 
the Secretary of Homeland Security from procuring 
certain foreign-made batteries;                    Pages H5062–63 

Detection Equipment and Technology Evalua-
tion to Counter the Threat of Fentanyl and 
Xylazine Act: H.R. 8663, to require the Science and 
Technology Directorate in the Department of Home-
land Security to develop greater capacity to detect, 
identify, and disrupt illicit substances in very low 
concentrations;                                                     Pages H5064–65 

Subterranean Border Defense Act: H.R. 7404, to 
require annual reports on counter illicit cross-border 
tunnel operations;                                              Pages H5065–66 

BIOSECURE Act H.R. 8333, amended, to pro-
hibit contracting with certain biotechnology pro-
viders, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 306 yeas to 81 
nays, Roll No. 402;                       Pages H5051–58, H5081–82 

Economic Espionage Prevention Act: H.R. 8361, 
amended, to impose sanctions with respect to eco-
nomic or industrial espionage by foreign adversarial 
companies;                                                             Pages H5071–73 

Science and Technology Agreement Enhanced 
Congressional Notification Act: H.R. 5245, amend-
ed, to amend the State Department Basic Authorities 
Act of 1956 to require certain congressional notifica-
tion prior to entering into, renewing, or extending 
a science and technology agreement with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China;                                 Pages H5074–76 

Sanctions Lists Harmonization Act: H.R. 5613, 
amended, to require a review of whether individuals 
or entities subject to the imposition of certain sanc-
tions through inclusion on certain sanctions lists 
should also be subject to the imposition of other 
sanctions and included on other sanctions lists; 
                                                                                    Pages H5076–77 

Remote Access Security Act: H.R. 8152, amend-
ed, to amend the Export Control Reform Act of 
2018 to provide for control of remote access of 
items;                                                                        Pages H5077–78 

No Russian Tunnel to Crimea Act: H.R. 7701, 
to require the imposition of sanctions with respect 
to any foreign person that knowingly participates in 
the construction, maintenance, or repair of a tunnel 
or bridge that connects the Russian mainland with 
the Crimean peninsula;                                   Pages H5078–80 

Export Control Enforcement and Enhancement 
Act: H.R. 7151, amended, to amend the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 to provide for expe-
dited consideration of proposals for additions to, re-
movals from, or other modifications with respect to 
entities on the Entity List;                            Pages H5083–84 

Amending the Export Control Reform Act of 
2018 relating to the statement of policy H.R. 6606, 
to amend the Export Control Reform Act of 2018 
relating to the statement of policy; Recognizing the 
importance of trilateral cooperation among the 
United States, Japan, and South Korea; 
                                                                                    Pages H5084–85 

Recognizing the importance of trilateral coopera-
tion among the United States, Japan, and South 
Korea: H. Res. 1056, recognizing the importance of 
trilateral cooperation among the United States, 
Japan, and South Korea;                                 Pages H5085–86 

Securing Global Telecommunications Act: H.R. 
4741, to require the development of a strategy to 
promote the use of secure telecommunications infra-
structure worldwide;                                         Pages H5086–88 

Pacific Partnership Act: H.R. 7159, amended, to 
bolster United States engagement with the Pacific 
Islands region;                                                      Pages H5088–90 

Starr-Camargo Bridge Expansion Act: S. 1608, 
to provide for the expansion of the Starr-Camargo 
Bridge near Rio Grande City, Texas;       Pages H5090–91 

Global Anti-Human Trafficking Enhancement 
Act: H.R. 7089, amended, to authorize the Diplo-
matic Security Services of the Department of State to 
investigate allegations of violations of conduct con-
stituting offenses under chapter 77 of title 18, 
United States Code; and                                 Pages H5091–93 

Maintaining American Superiority by Improv-
ing Export Control Transparency Act: H.R. 6614, 
amended, to amend the Export Control Reform Act 
of 2018 relating to licensing transparency. 
                                                                                    Pages H5093–94 

Moment of Silence: The House observed a moment 
of silence in remembrance of the Honorable Bill Pas-
crell.                                                                                  Page H5081 
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Expressing the profound sorrow of the House of 
Representatives on the death of the Honorable 
William J. Pascrell, Jr.: The House agreed to H. 
Res. 1427, expressing the profound sorrow of the 
House of Representatives on the death of the Honor-
able William J. Pascrell, Jr.                         Pages H5082–83 

Suspension—Proceedings Postponed: The House 
debated the following measure under suspension of 
the rules. Further proceedings were postponed. 

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office 
(HKETO) Certification Act: H.R. 1103, amended, 
to require the President to remove the extension of 
certain privileges, exemptions, and immunities to 
the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices if 
Hong Kong no longer enjoys a high degree of au-
tonomy from the People’s Republic of China. 
                                                                                    Pages H5068–71 

Senate Referral: S. 612 was referred to the Com-
mittees on Natural Resources, Transportation and 
Infrastructure, and Agriculture.                          Page H5094 

Presidential Messages: Read a message from the 
President wherein he notified Congress that the na-
tional emergency declared in Proclamation 7463 
with respect to the terrorist attacks on the United 
States of September 11, 2001, is to continue in ef-
fect for an additional year—referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be printed 
(H. Doc. 118–164).                                                  Page H5082 

Read a message from the President wherein he no-
tified Congress that the national emergency with re-
spect to the threat of foreign interference in or un-
dermining public confidence in United States elec-
tions declared in Executive Order 13848 of Sep-
tember 12, 2018, is to continue in effect beyond 
September 12, 2024—referred to the Committees on 
Foreign Affairs, Judiciary, Intelligence, and House 
Administration and ordered to be printed (H. Doc. 
118–165).                                                                       Page H5082 

Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H5080–81 and H5081–82. 
Adjournment: The House met at 12 p.m. and ad-
journed at 8:35 p.m., pursuant to House Resolution 
1427, as a further mark of respect to the memory 
of the late Honorable William J. Pascrell, Jr. 

Committee Meetings 
PROTECT AMERICA’S INNOVATION AND 
ECONOMIC SECURITY FROM CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY ACT OF 2024; NO WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION PANDEMIC PRE-
PAREDNESS TREATY WITHOUT SENATE AP-
PROVAL ACT; DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY RESTRICTIONS ON CONFUCIUS 
INSTITUTES AND CHINESE ENTITIES OF 
CONCERN ACT; END CHINESE DOMINANCE 
OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES IN AMERICA ACT OF 
2024; PROTECTING AMERICAN AGRI-
CULTURE FROM FOREIGN ADVERSARIES ACT 
OF 2024; CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
AND OTHER MATTERS ACT, 2025 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 1398, the ‘‘Protect America’s Innovation and 
Economic Security from CCP Act of 2024’’, H.R. 
1425, the ‘‘No WHO Pandemic Preparedness Treaty 
Without Senate Approval Act’’, H.R. 1516, the 
‘‘DHS Restrictions on Confucius Institutes and Chi-
nese Entities of Concern Act’’, H.R. 7980, the ‘‘End 
Chinese Dominance of Electric Vehicles in America 
Act of 2024’’, H.R. 9456, the ‘‘Protecting American 
Agriculture from Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024’’, 
and H.R. 9494, the ‘‘Continuing Appropriations and 
Other Matters Act, 2025’’. The Committee granted, 
by a record vote of 9–4, a rule providing for consid-
eration of H.R. 1398, ‘‘Protect America’s Innovation 
and Economic Security from CCP Act of 2024’’, 
H.R. 1425, ‘‘No WHO Pandemic Preparedness 
Treaty Without Senate Approval Act’’, H.R. 1516, 
‘‘DHS Restrictions on Confucius Institutes and Chi-
nese Entities of Concern Act’’, H.R. 7980, ‘‘End 
Chinese Dominance of Electric Vehicles in America 
Act of 2024’’, H.R. 9456, ‘‘Protecting American 
Agriculture from Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024’’, 
and H.R. 9494, ‘‘Continuing Appropriations and 
Other Matters Act, 2025’’. The rule provides for 
consideration of H.R. 1398, ‘‘Protect America’s In-
novation and Economic Security from CCP Act of 
2024’’, under a structured rule. The rule waives all 
points of order against consideration of the bill. The 
rule provides one hour of general debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Judiciary or 
their respective designees. The rule provides that, in 
lieu of the amendment in the nature of a substitute 
recommended by the Committee on the Judiciary 
now printed in the bill, an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 118–45 shall be considered as adopted 
and the bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. 
The rule waives all points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended. The rule makes in order 
only the amendments printed in part A of the Rules 
Committee report. Each amendment shall be consid-
ered only in the order printed in the report, may be 
offered only by a Member designated in the report, 
shall be considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, shall not 
be subject to amendment, and shall not be subject 
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to a demand for division of the question. All points 
of order against the amendments printed in part A 
of the Rules Committee report are waived. The rule 
provides one motion to recommit. The rule further 
provides for consideration of H.R. 1425, the ‘‘No 
WHO Pandemic Preparedness Treaty Without Sen-
ate Approval Act’’, under a structured rule. The rule 
waives all points of order against consideration of the 
bill. The rule provides one hour of general debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs or their respective designees. The rule 
provides that an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 118–44 shall be considered as adopted and the 
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. The 
rule waives all points of order against provisions in 
the bill, as amended. The rule further makes in 
order only the amendments printed in part B of the 
Rules Committee report. Each amendment shall be 
considered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable 
for the time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall not be 
subject to a demand for division of the question. All 
points of order against the amendments printed in 
part B of the Rules Committee report are waived. 
The rule provides one motion to recommit. The rule 
further provides for consideration of H.R. 1516, the 
‘‘DHS Restrictions on Confucius Institutes and Chi-
nese Entities of Concern Act’’, under a structured 
rule. The rule waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill. The rule provides one hour of 
general debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security or their respective des-
ignees. The rule provides that, in lieu of the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute recommended by 
the Committee on Homeland Security now printed 
in the bill pursuant to Part 2 of House Report 
118–319, an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 118–46 shall be considered as adopted and the 
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. The 
rule waives all points of order against provisions in 
the bill, as amended. The rule further makes in 
order only the amendments printed in part C of the 
Rules Committee report. Each amendment shall be 
considered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable 
for the time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall not be 

subject to a demand for division of the question. All 
points of order against the amendments printed in 
part C of the Rules Committee report are waived. 
The rule provides one motion to recommit. The rule 
further provides for consideration of H.R. 7980, the 
‘‘End Chinese Dominance of Electric Vehicles in 
America Act of 2024’’, under a closed rule. The rule 
waives all points of order against consideration of the 
bill. The rule provides that the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means now printed in the bill 
shall be considered as adopted and the bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. The rule 
waives all points of order against provisions in the 
bill, as amended. The rule provides one hour of gen-
eral debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means or their respective des-
ignees. The rule provides one motion to recommit. 
The rule further provides for consideration of H.R. 
9456, the ‘‘Protecting American Agriculture from 
Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024’’, under a closed 
rule. The rule waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill. The rule provides that the bill 
shall be considered as read. The rule waives all 
points of order against provisions in the bill. The 
rule provides one hour of general debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices or their respective designees. The rule provides 
one motion to recommit. The rule further provides 
for consideration of H.R. 9494, the ‘‘Continuing Ap-
propriations and Other Matters Act, 2025’’, under a 
closed rule. The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the bill. The rule provides 
that the amendment printed in part D of the Rules 
Committee report shall be considered as adopted and 
the bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. The 
rule waives all points of order against provisions in 
the bill, as amended. The rule provides one hour of 
general debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees. Finally, the rule provides one motion to re-
commit. Testimony was heard from Chairman Lucas, 
and Representatives Harris, DeLauro, Gooden of 
Texas, Johnson of Georgia, Self, Dean of Pennsyl-
vania, Pfluger, Ivey, Miller of West Virginia, Kildee, 
Beatty, and Biggs. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 

Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, to hold hear-
ings to examine U.S. companies technology, focusing on 
the Russian war machine, 3:30 p.m., SD–342. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: to receive a closed brief-
ing on certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., SVC–217. 

House 
Committee on Education and the Workforce, Subcommittee 

on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions, hearing en-
titled ‘‘ERISA’s 50th Anniversary: The Value of Em-
ployer-Sponsored Health Benefits’’, 10:15 a.m., 2175 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on 
Health, hearing entitled ‘‘Evaluating FDA Human Foods 
and Tobacco Programs’’, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Communications and Technology, 
hearing entitled ‘‘From Introduction to Implementation: 
A BEAD Program Progress Report’’, 10:30 a.m., 2322 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Subcommittee on Digital 
Assets, Financial Technology and Inclusion, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Decoding DeFi: Breaking Down the Future of De-
centralized Finance’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Fall of ESG: Scrutinizing the Failed Use of 
Environmental, Social, and Governance Standards and the 
Influence of Proxy Advisors’’, 2 p.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Global 
Health, Global Human Rights, and International Organi-
zations, hearing entitled ‘‘The Goldman Act Turns 10: 
Holding Hague Convention Violators Accountable and 
Bringing Abducted American Children Home’’, 2 p.m., 
2172 Rayburn. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Full Committee, hearing en-
titled ‘‘The Biden-Harris Border Crisis: Victim Perspec-
tives’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on the Constitution and Limited Gov-
ernment, hearing entitled ‘‘The Biden-Harris Border Cri-
sis: Noncitizen Voting’’, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Indian 
and Insular Affairs, hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the Im-
plementation of the Compact of Free Association Amend-
ments Act of 2024’’, 10:15 a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Fish and Wildlife Service Gone Wild: Ex-
amining Operation Long Tail Liberation’’, 10:30 a.m., 
1334 Longworth. 

Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife and Fisheries, hear-
ing on H.R. 6352, the ‘‘Tax Stamp Revenue Transfer for 
Wildlife and Recreation Act’’; H.R. 8413, the ‘‘Swanson 
and Hugh Butler Reservoirs Land Conveyances Act’’; 
H.R. 8632, the ‘‘BIOSAFE Act of 2024’’; H.R. 8836, 
‘‘Wildlife Movement Through Partnerships Act’’; and 
legislation to require the Administrator of the National 

Marine Fisheries Service to establish a coastal protection 
and restoration grant program, 2 p.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, Subcommittee 
on Government Operations and the Federal Workforce, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Where Do We Go From Here? Exam-
ining a Path Forward to Assess Agencies’ Efforts to Pre-
vent Improper Payments and Fraud’’, 10 a.m., 2154 Ray-
burn. 

Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, 
hearing entitled ‘‘A Hearing with former New York Gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo,’’ 2 p.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, Subcommittee 
on Space and Aeronautics, hearing entitled ‘‘Risks and 
Rewards: Encouraging Commercial Space Innovation 
While Maintaining Public Safety’’, 10 a.m., 2318 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on Small Business, Full Committee, markup on 
pending legislation, 9:45 a.m., 2360 Rayburn. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Full Committee, business 
meeting on the resolution for the subcommittee assign-
ments of Representative Timothy M. Kennedy, and the 
resolution for authorization of the issuance of a subpoena, 
10:15 a.m., 360 Cannon. 

Full Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Accountable or Ab-
sent?: Examining VA Leadership Under the Biden-Harris 
Administration’’, 10:15 a.m., 360 Cannon. 

Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Mission Transition: Evaluating Mental Health Sup-
port Programs for Separating Servicemembers’’, 3 p.m., 
360 Cannon. 

Joint Meeting 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: to hold 

hearings to examine supporting Armenia’s democracy and 
Western future, 2:30 p.m., SD–419. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD 

Week of September 10 through September 13, 
2024 

Senate Chamber 

On Tuesday, Senate will continue consideration of 
the nomination of Adam B. Abelson, of Maryland, 
to be United States District Judge for the District 
of Maryland, post-cloture, and vote on confirmation 
thereon at 11:30 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Adam 
B. Abelson, Senate will vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the nomination of Jeannette A. 
Vargas, of New York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New York. If clo-
ture is invoked, the vote on confirmation of the 
nomination will be at 2:15 p.m. 

During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any cleared legislative and executive business. 
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Senate Committees 
(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Committee on Armed Services: September 12, to hold hear-
ings to examine the nominations of Lieutenant General 
Steven S. Nordhaus, USAF, to be general and Chief of 
the National Guard Bureau, and Vice Admiral Alvin 
Holsey, USN, to be admiral and Commander, United 
States Southern Command, both of the Department of 
Defense, 9:30 a.m., SH–216. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Sep-
tember 12, to hold hearings to examine protecting Amer-
icans’ money, focusing on combatting scams and frauds 
against seniors and savers, 10 a.m., SD–538. 

Committee on the Budget: September 11, to hold hearings 
to examine Social Security, focusing on delivering benefits 
and protecting retirement security, 10 a.m., SD–608. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sep-
tember 11, to hold hearings to examine the nominations 
of David Michael Capozzi, of Maryland, Samuel E. 
Lathem, of Delaware, Ronald L. Batory, of New Mexico, 
and Elaine Marie Clegg, of Idaho, all to be a Director of 
the Amtrak Board of Directors, 10 a.m., SR–253. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: September 
11, Subcommittee on Water and Power, to hold hearings 
to examine S. 2927, to amend the Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act of 2009 to increase Tribal access to 
water conservation and efficiency grants, S. 4016, to 
amend the Boulder Canyon Project Act to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to expend amounts in the Colo-
rado River Dam fund, S. 4242 and H.R. 4385, to extend 
authorization of the Reclamation States Emergency 
Drought Relief Act of 1991, S. 4245 and H.R. 5770, to 
reauthorize certain United States Geological Survey water 
data enhancement programs, S. 4347, to provide for the 
conveyance of certain Federal land at Swanson Reservoir 
and Hugh Butler Reservoir in the State of Nebraska, S. 
4458, to reauthorize the Reclamation Rural Water Sup-
ply Act of 2006, S. 4576, to amend the Energy and 
Water Development and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2015, to reauthorize the Colorado River System con-
servation pilot program, an original bill to establish a 
new Reclamation program to support collaborative posi-
tions at eligible partner organizations to help develop, 
fund, and implement water projects with benefits for 
water management and the environment, an original bill 
to amend the Aquifer Recharge Flexibility Act to clarify 
a provision relating to conveyances for aquifer recharge 
purposes, an original bill to authorize additional funding 
for the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Pro-
gram, an original bill to establish an interest-bearing ac-
count for the non-Federal contributions to the Lower Col-
orado River Multi-Species Conservation Program, an 
original bill to establish the Integrated Water Manage-
ment Federal Leadership Committee and to provide for 
improved drought resilience and dam safety, an original 
bill to amend Public Law 89–108 to modify the author-
ization of appropriations for State and Tribal, municipal, 
rural, and industrial water supplies, an original bill to 
make certain modifications to the repayment period and 
payment of interest for the Fryingpan-Arkansas project in 

the State of Colorado, an original bill to prohibit the use 
of amounts from the Upper Colorado River Basin Fund 
to implement a certain record of decision, and H.R. 
6062, to restore the ability of the people of American 
Samoa to approve amendments to the territorial constitu-
tion based on majority rule in a democratic act of self- 
determination, as authorized pursuant to an Act of Con-
gress delegating administration of Federal territorial law 
in the territory to the President, and to the Secretary of 
the Interior under Executive Order 10264, dated June 29, 
1951, under which the Constitution of American Samoa 
was approved and may be amended without requirement 
for further congressional action, subject to the authority 
of Congress under the Territorial Clause in article IV, 
section 3, clause 2 of the United States Constitution, 
2:30 p.m., SD–366. 

September 12, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the Department of Energy’s lead role in con-
ducting advanced computing research, application, and 
security, 10 a.m., SD–366. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: September 
11, to hold hearings to examine the nomination of Mat-
thew James Marzano, of Illinois, to be a Member of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 10 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: September 12, to hold hearings to 
examine the 2025 tax policy debate and tax avoidance 
strategies, 10 a.m., SD–215. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: September 11, to hold 
hearings to examine the nominations of Julie Smith, of 
Michigan, to be an Under Secretary (Political Affairs), 
Stephanie L. Hallett, of Florida, to be Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, Douglas D. Jones, of Maryland, to 
be Ambassador to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Michael G. 
Heath, of California, to be Ambassador to the Republic 
of Malawi, and Mary E. Daschbach, of Rhode Island, to 
be Ambassador to the Togolese Republic, all of the De-
partment of State, 10 a.m., SD–419. 

September 12, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine anti-NGO laws and other tools of democratic re-
pression, 10:30 a.m., SD–419. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Sep-
tember 12, to hold hearings to examine the bankruptcy 
of Steward Health Care, focusing on how management 
decisions have impacted patient care, 10 a.m., SD–562. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
September 10, Permanent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions, to hold hearings to examine US companies tech-
nology, focusing on the Russian war machine, 3:30 p.m., 
SD–342. 

Committee on the Judiciary: September 12, business meet-
ing to consider S. 1306, to reauthorize the COPS ON 
THE BEAT grant program, S. 2220, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to invest in inventors in the United 
States, maintain the United States as the leading innova-
tion economy in the world, and protect the property 
rights of the inventors that grow the economy of the 
United States, S. 2140, to amend title 35, United States 
Code, to address matters relating to patent subject matter 
eligibility, S. 4713, to amend chapter 11 of title 35, 
United States Code, to require the voluntary collection of 
demographic information for patent inventors, S. 2082, to 
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make technical corrections relating to the Justice Against 
Sponsors of Terrorism Act, and the nominations of Ryan 
Young Park, of North Carolina, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Fourth Circuit, Byron B. Conway, to 
be United States District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Wisconsin, Jonathan E. Hawley, to be United States 
District Judge for the Central District of Illinois, April 
M. Perry, to be United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Illinois, Gail A. Weilheimer, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania, and Joseph R. Adams, to be United States 
Marshal for the Northern District of West Virginia, and 
David L. Lemmon II, to be United States Marshal for the 
Southern District of West Virginia, both of the Depart-
ment of Justice, 10 a.m., SD–G50. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: September 10, to receive 
a closed briefing on certain intelligence matters, 2:30 
p.m., SVC–217. 

September 11, Full Committee, closed business meet-
ing to consider pending intelligence matters; to be imme-
diately followed by a closed briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters, 2:30 p.m., SVC–217. 

House Committees 
Committee on Appropriations, September 11, Sub-

committee on Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies; and Subcommittee on Nutrition, Foreign Agri-
culture, and Horticulture of the House Committee on 
Agriculture, joint hearing entitled ‘‘Severe Food Distribu-
tion Shortages in Tribal and Elderly Communities’’, 10 
a.m., 1300 Longworth. 

Committee on the Budget, September 11, Full Committee, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Legislative Hearing: Congress and the 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO): Examining Ways to 
Improve CBO’’, 9 a.m., 210 Cannon. 

Committee on Education and Workforce, September 11, 
Full Committee, markup on H.R. 5646, the ‘‘Stop Cam-
pus Hazing Act’’; H.R. 7233, the ‘‘Jenna Quinn Law of 
2024’’; H.R. 736, the ‘‘PROTECT Kids Act’’; H.J. Res. 
181, providing for congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted 
by the Department of Labor relating to ‘‘Definition of 
‘Employer’-Association Health Plans’’; H.R. 3120, the 
‘‘Healthy Competition for Better Care Act’’; and H.R. 
9457, the ‘‘Transparent Telehealth Bills Act of 2024’’, 
10:15 a.m., 2175 Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, September 11, Sub-
committee on Energy, Climate, and Grid Security, hear-
ing entitled ‘‘From Gas to Groceries: Americans Pay the 
Price of the Biden-Harris Energy Agenda’’, 10 a.m., 2123 
Rayburn. 

September 11, Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, hearing entitled ‘‘A Year Removed: Oversight 
of Securing the U.S. Organ Procurement and Transplan-
tation Network Act Implementation’’, 10:30 a.m., 2322 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, September 11, Sub-
committee on Financial Institutions and Monetary Policy, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Transparency in Global Governance’’, 
10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, September 11, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Great Power Competition in Af-
rica’’, 10 a.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

September 11, Subcommittee on Europe, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Countering Malign PRC Influence in Europe’’, 2 
p.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

Committee on Homeland Security, September 11, Full 
Committee, markup on H.R. 9460, the ‘‘DHS Joint Task 
Forces Reauthorization Act of 2024’’; H.R. 9459, the 
‘‘PATHS Act’’; and H.R. 9458, the ‘‘Enhancing Stake-
holder Support and Outreach for Preparedness Grants 
Act’’, 10 a.m., 310 Cannon. 

Committee on House Administration, September 11, Full 
Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘American Confidence in 
Elections: Looking Ahead to the 2024 General Election’’, 
9:30 a.m., 1310 Longworth. 

September 11, Full Committee, markup on H.R. 9488, 
the ‘‘Secure Handling of Internet Electronic Donations 
Act’’; H.R. 7764, the ‘‘Commission to Study the Poten-
tial Transfer of the Weitzman National Museum of 
American Jewish History to the Smithsonian Institution 
Act’’; H.R. 6394, the ‘‘Semiquincentennial Congressional 
Time Capsule Act’’; H.R. 6969, to direct the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to procure a statue of Benjamin 
Franklin for placement in the Capitol; H.R. 9489, to 
Sunset the Advisory Committee on the Records of Con-
gress, and for Other Purposes; H.R. 9487, to amend the 
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 to authorize the 
Legislative Counsel of the House of Representatives to 
designate more than one of the attorneys of the Office of 
the Legislative Counsel as a Deputy Legislative Counsel, 
and for other purpose; and H.R. 9490, to revise certain 
authorities of the Government Publishing Office, and for 
other Purposes, 11:30 a.m., 1310 Longworth. 

Committee on the Judiciary, September 11, Subcommittee 
on Crime and Federal Government Surveillance, hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Consequences of Soft-On-Crime-Policies’’, 
10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

September 11, Subcommittee on the Administrative 
State, Regulatory Reform, and Antitrust, hearing entitled 
‘‘The Role of Pharmacy Benefit Managers’’, 2 p.m., 2141 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, September 11, Full 
Committee, hearing on legislation to amend the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, and for other pur-
poses; H.J. Res. 168, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, 
of the rule submitted by the Council on Environmental 
Quality relating to ‘‘National Environmental Policy Act 
Implementing Regulations Revisions Phase 2’’; and H.R. 
6129, the ‘‘Studying NEPA’s Impact on Projects Act’’, 
10 a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, September 11, 
Full Committee, markup on H.R. 9197, the ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Artificial Intelligence Advancement Act’’; H.R. 
9194, the ‘‘Nucleic Acid Screening for Biosecurity Act’’; 
H.R. 9211, the ‘‘LIFT AI Act’’; H.R. 9215, the ‘‘Work-
force for AI Trust Act’’; H.R. 9402, the ‘‘NSF AI Edu-
cation Act of 2024’’; H.R. 9403, the ‘‘Expanding AI 
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Voices Act’’; H.R. 5077, the ‘‘CREATE AI Act’’; legisla-
tion on the AI Advancement and Reliability Act; legisla-
tion on the AI Development Practices Act; and legisla-
tion on the TAME Extreme Weather Act, 10 a.m., 2318 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, September 
11, Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Waters of the United States Implemen-
tation Post-Sackett Decision: Experiences and Perspec-
tives’’, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, September 11, Sub-
committee on Health, hearing on legislation to amend 
title 38, United States Code (U.S.C.), to include a rep-
resentative of the National Association of State Veterans 
Homes on the Geriatrics and Gerontology Advisory Com-
mittee of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA); legis-
lation on the Veterans’ Mental Health Access Act; legisla-
tion to amend title 38, U.S.C., to require that non-citizen 
appointees to positions in the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration are subjected to background investigations prior 
to employment; legislation on the Enhancing Faith-Based 
Support for Veterans Act of 2024; legislation on the No 
Wrong Door for Veterans Act; H.R. 9324, the ‘‘Pro-
tecting Veteran Access to Telemedicine Services Act’’; 
legislation on the Safeguarding VA’s Healthcare Work-
force Act; legislation on the Veterans Supporting Pros-

thetics Opportunities and Recreational Therapy Act; leg-
islation on the Service Dogs Assisting Veterans Act; H.R. 
9146, the ‘‘Ensuring Continuity in Veterans Health Act’’; 
H.R. 7504, the ‘‘Rural Veterans Transportation to Care 
Act’’; H.R. 6330, the ‘‘Veterans Sentinel Act’’; H.R. 
8562, the ‘‘Parity for Native Hawaiian Veterans Act’’; 
H.R. 6291, the ‘‘Have You Served Act’’; H.R. 9301, to 
direct the Secretary of VA to include two counties in 
New Mexico in a certain Veterans Integrated Service Net-
work; and legislation on the Conflict of Interest Waiver 
for VA Researchers, 10 a.m., 360 Cannon. 

Committee on Ways and Means, September 11, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 9495, the ‘‘Stop Terror-Financ-
ing and Tax Penalties on American Hostages Act’’; H.R. 
3269, the ‘‘Law Enforcement Innovate to De-Escalate 
Act’’; H.R. 190, the ‘‘Saving Gig Economy Taxpayers 
Act’’; H.R. 9461, the ‘‘USA Workforce Investment Act’’; 
and H.R. 9462, the ‘‘Educational Choice for Children Act 
of 2024’’, 10 a.m., 1100 Longworth. 

Joint Meeting 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: Sep-

tember 10, to hold hearings to examine supporting Ar-
menia’s democracy and Western future, 2:30 p.m., 
SD–419. 
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* These figures include all measures reported, even if there was no accom-
panying report. A total of 60 written reports have been filed in the Senate, 
296 reports have been filed in the House. 

Résumé of Congressional Activity 
SECOND SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 

The first table gives a comprehensive résumé of all legislative business transacted by the Senate and House. 
The second table accounts for all nominations submitted to the Senate by the President for Senate confirmation. 

DATA ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 

January 3 through August 31, 2024 

Senate House Total 
Days in session .................................... 120 112 . . 
Time in session ................................... 566 hrs., 34′ 412 hrs., 54′ . . 
Congressional Record: 

Pages of proceedings ................... 5,857 5,023 . . 
Extensions of Remarks ................ . . 855 . . 

Public bills enacted into law ............... 19 25 44 
Private bills enacted into law .............. . . . . . . 
Bills in conference ............................... . . . . . . 
Measures passed, total ......................... 274 353 627 

Senate bills .................................. 67 20 . . 
House bills .................................. 25 251 . . 
Senate joint resolutions ............... 3 1 . . 
House joint resolutions ............... 2 3 . . 
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 8 6 . . 
House concurrent resolutions ...... 8 13 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 161 59 . . 

Measures reported, total ...................... *155 302 457 
Senate bills .................................. 124 . . . . 
House bills .................................. 27 267 . . 
Senate joint resolutions ............... . . . . . . 
House joint resolutions ............... . . 9 . . 
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 1 . . . . 
House concurrent resolutions ...... . . 2 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 3 24 . . 

Special reports ..................................... 7 6 . . 
Conference reports ............................... . . . . . . 
Measures pending on calendar ............. 361 146 . . 
Measures introduced, total .................. 1,792 3,149 4,941 

Bills ............................................. 1,433 2,534 . . 
Joint resolutions .......................... 55 95 . . 
Concurrent resolutions ................ 16 45 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 288 475 . . 

Quorum calls ....................................... 5 1 . . 
Yea-and-nay votes ............................... 230 221 . . 
Recorded votes .................................... . . 178 . . 
Bills vetoed ......................................... 1 2 . . 
Vetoes overridden ................................ . . . . . . 

DISPOSITION OF EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

January 3 through August 31, 2024 

Civilian nominees, totaling 356 (including 95 nominees carried over 
from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 124 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 227 
Withdrawn .................................................................................... 5 

Other Civilian nominees, totaling 1,515 (including 745 nominees 
carried over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 798 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 637 
Withdrawn .................................................................................... 80 

Air Force nominees, totaling 4,613 (including 111 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 4,433 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 180 

Army nominees, totaling 5,853 (including 1,906 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 5,158 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 695 

Navy nominees, totaling 2,094 (including 7 nominees carried over 
from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 2,083 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 11 

Marine Corps nominees, totaling 154 (including 6 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 153 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 1 

Space Force nominees, totaling 31 (including 2 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 29 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 2 

Summary 

Total nominees carried over from the First Session ............................... 2,872 
Total nominees received this Session ..................................................... 11,744 
Total confirmed ..................................................................................... 12,778 
Total unconfirmed ................................................................................. 1,753 
Total withdrawn .................................................................................... 85 
Total returned to the White House ...................................................... 0 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Tuesday, September 10 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Tuesday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Adam B. Abelson, of Mary-
land, to be United States District Judge for the District 
of Maryland, post-cloture, and vote on confirmation 
thereon at 11:30 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Adam B. 
Abelson, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the nomination of Jeannette A. Vargas, of New York, 
to be United States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York. If cloture is invoked, the vote on con-
firmation of the nomination will be at 2:15 p.m. 

(Senate will recess following the vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Jeannette A. Vargas until 2:15 
p.m. for their respective party conferences.) 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Tuesday, September 10 

House Chamber 

Program for Tuesday: Consideration of H.R. 1516— 
DHS Restrictions on Confucius Institutes and Chinese 
Entities of Concern Act (Subject to a Rule). Consideration 
of H.R. 1398—Protect America’s Innovation and Eco-
nomic Security from CCP Act of 2024 (Subject to a 
Rule). 

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue 
HOUSE 

Burgess, Michael C., Tex., E868 
Calvert, Ken, Calif., E871 
Correa, J. Luis, Calif., E867 
Costa, Jim, Calif., E870 
Curtis, John R., Utah, E869 
Dingell, Debbie, Mich., E868 
Edwards, Chuck, N.C., E868 
Fitzpatrick, Brian K., Pa., E872 

Gallego, Ruben, Ariz., E869 
Guest, Michael, Miss., E869 
Jayapal, Pramila, Wash., E871 
Kean, Thomas H., Jr., N.J., E867, E872 
Kennedy, Timothy M., N.Y., E870 
Kilmer, Derek, Wash., E867 
Kim, Andy, N.J., E870 
Lofgren, Zoe, Calif., E871 
Norton, Eleanor Holmes, The District of Columbia, 

E867 

Nunn, Zachary, Iowa, E872 
Phillips, Dean, Minn., E871 
Rogers, Mike, Ala., E870 
Sherrill, Mikie, N.J., E868 
Stevens, Haley M., Mich., E869 
Torres, Ritchie, N.Y., E867 
Trahan, Lori, Mass., E871 
Williams, Nikema, Ga., E872 
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