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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PENCE).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 10, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GREG
PENCE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
ROY DON CASH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life of an
extraordinary west Texan and leg-
endary Red Raider, Mr. Roy Don Cash
who passed away recently on August
25.

Don was born to Billy Roy and Billie
Mae Cash in the little west Texas town
of Shamrock, Texas, in 1942. Let me
tell you, there was nothing little about

big Don Cash—his stature, his pres-
ence, his character, and his love for
God and country.

He would make his way to Texas
Tech where he met and married an-
other west Texan who would become
his wife, Sondra Kay Burleson.

After graduating from Texas Tech, he
was blazing a trail in the oil and gas
industry, becoming a titan for United
States energy and its contributions to
our energy independence, and giving
our Nation and our people a quality of
life second to no other nation in the
history of the world.

Don was also one of the most gen-
erous supporters and donors of Texas
Tech University, not just with his
treasure, but with his time and his tal-
ents. He gave back by serving on the
foundation board. I think he is the only
emeritus director of the foundation
board, which speaks to how they per-
ceived Mr. Cash.

He gave back in scholarships and pro-
fessorships and buildings and research
and much, much more.

Don was the epitome of a Texas cow-
boy, and he was passionate about pre-
serving the history and heritage of
ranching through his time on the
Ranching Heritage Association board
of directors.

Don was a dear friend of mine, and I
would refer to him as ‘‘the last John
Wayne.” I was vice chancellor of Texas
Tech. He and Kay were integral to the
success that we enjoyed over that
roughly decade era when Chancellor
Kent Hance was at the helm. I think
Chancellor Hance would say we
wouldn’t have been able to achieve the
level of educational excellence, engage-
ment of our community in west Texas
and beyond, and scholarship and pre-
paring our young people for their lead-
ership and pursuit of their dreams in
this great country if it weren’t for peo-
ple like Don and Kay Cash.

Don was the last John Wayne in my
mind because he was rugged and tough.

He was fiercely independent, humble,
and hardworking, and most of all lov-
ing and selfless—loving and selfless to
his family, to his friends and to the
community he gave so much to over
the many, many years of his life back
in west Texas.

They don’t make them like Don cash
anymore, I can tell you that. They
don’t make them like Don Cash, and it
is a crying shame because we need the
character and caliber of men like Don
Cash now in this great Nation of ours
more than ever.

I guess what I would say to honor my
friend is may Don Cash’s cowboy spirit
and his west Texas values live on for-
ever, not just in his son, Clay, his
sweet daughter-in-law, Ashley, and his
grandchildren, but in every single one
of us.

If you want to know what made
America great and what will keep it
great, it is the values of the American
people, and nobody embodied those like
Don Cash.

HONORING BILL PASCRELL

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize and honor and commemo-
rate BILL PASCRELL. I am a Republican,
he is a Democrat, but I don’t know
anybody, Republican or Democrat, who
loved their country more and fought
for the people they represented like
BILLY PASCRELL.

He was a tough guy from New Jersey
that stood up for the working people in
his district and was a loud and proud
voice for his constituents. I just re-
spect that. I respect that he was au-
thentic in this place of so many plastic
people—and I hate to say that. People
just regurgitate the party lines on both
sides of the aisle. We hardly have any

real debate. It is all sort of
choreographed.
Mr. Speaker, God rest BILLY

PASCRELL’S soul, bless his family and
comfort them. I pray we get more
BILLY PASCRELL people who are real
and love this country and will sacrifice
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for it. I am glad and honored to have
served with him.

———

WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY
AND FIREARM SUICIDE PREVEN-
TION DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MOULTON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, today
is World Suicide Prevention Day and
Firearm Suicide Prevention Day.

In 2022, almost 50,000 Americans died
by suicide. 1.6 million Americans at-
tempted suicide.

More than half of all gun deaths in
the United States are by suicide. On
average, we lose 74 people to a firearm
suicide every single day. The firearms
suicide rate among children in the U.S.
is growing.

More younger Americans are strug-
gling with their mental health than
ever before, and we know that when
there is a gun in the home, the risk of
suicide death jumps by 300 percent. The
result is tragedy.

Each of us here in this Chamber has
an enormous responsibility to serve
here in Washington and to help Ameri-
cans, yet Americans are dying, and we
are doing little to stop it. Something is
seriously broken.

Gun deaths are not just a fact of life
we should accept. Every gun death is
preventable, including self-inflicted
ones. Mr. Speaker, 70 percent of those
who survive a suicide attempt never at-
tempt it again. That is a remarkable
statistic. Mr. Speaker, 70 percent of
those who survive a suicide attempt
won’t try it again.

Reducing gun deaths in our country
isn’t a zero-sum proposition. We have
to address gun safety and the mental
health crisis. It is not getting too po-
litical or a copout to talk about both.

First and foremost, reducing firearm-
related suicides can be as simple as
storing firearms safely and securely,
which means locked, unloaded, and sep-
arated from ammunition. Simple, prac-
tical steps can reduce impulsive deci-
sions and save lives.

The 988 mental health lifeline is al-
ready making a huge difference. Not
only are millions of Americans calling
and texting to get help in a moment of
crisis, but even more simply Kknow
where to get help if they need it.

We also have to get back to watching
out for one another, to building strong,
resilient communities where people
aren’t lonely and isolated behind their
screens, and where friends and neigh-
bors recognize the signs when someone
is struggling and find the courage to
speak out.

We can stand together to create a fu-
ture where no one feels like they have
no other choice. Together we can offer
hope, and together, we can save lives.

RECOGNIZING ROBERT PETRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. DE
LA CRrUz). The Chair recognizes the
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gentleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, it is
with immense sadness that I rise today
to mark the passing of one of my very
best friends, a true community and
family man and a beloved member of
my entire community, Dr. Robert W.
Petry.

One of my dearest friends, Bob and I
bonded over so much—our love for the
outdoors, fishing, hunting; of food and
travel; and most importantly, our
bonding over family.

Bob was a loving husband to Rosie
and father to Katie, Robbie, and
Denise. Yet, for a man who lived such
a full life in the nearly 73 years the
good Lord provided him, Bob’s greatest
prize on this Earth may have well been
his grandchildren, who he spent a great
deal of time with, and he took a great
deal of pride in being with them.

All those who knew and loved him
will forever miss Bob Petry. His legacy,
the Petry way, will live on in those
who served in his practice, those he
loved, raised, and inspired throughout
his life like he inspired me.

0 1015

Madam Speaker, as we say farewell
for now to this wonderful man, we will
keep Rosie, Katie, Robbie, Denise, and
the entire Petry family close by and
embrace them in our own families. We
will forever be grateful for the life of
Robert Petry, and one day we will see
him again.

May God bless him.

———
HONORING JOYCE FLEMING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor a longtime staff
member of my office, Joyce Fleming,
and to offer her most heartfelt con-
gratulations on her retirement.

Joyce embodies what it means to be
a public servant. As an outreach and
constituent caseworker in my Bea-
verton office for the past 12 years, she
treated all Oregonians with courtesy,
respect, and empathy.

Like most of our best congressional
staff, Joyce understands that advocacy
for our constituents often takes more
time and effort than one letter or
phone call.

She patiently mnavigated Federal
agencies, looked for creative solutions
to complex problems, and she explored
every avenue possible to find a positive
outcome for the people we serve in
northwest Oregon. In fact, during the
last townhall meeting I hosted, it
seemed that more constituents showed
up to see Joyce and seek out her assist-
ance than to talk with me.

I am grateful for her work serving
the First District of Oregon for the
past 12 years, but Joyce’s career in
public service began well before my
service in Congress and has spanned
decades. She began her congressional
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career in the office of U.S. Senator
Mark Hatfield before we had email and
iPhones. Senator Hatfield was a former
Governor who spent 30 years in the
U.S. Senate where he ultimately
chaired the powerful Appropriations
Committee. He was a special kind of
public servant, a statesman who
worked across the aisle and focused on
getting things done for Oregonians.

Joyce’s service has followed this
model. She also spent more than 12
years in the Oregon office of my friend
and colleague, Congressman EARL BLU-
MENAUER, and took a brief hiatus from
Federal service before coming to work
in my Oregon office in 2012.

A talented professional, Joyce was
always one of the first staffers on my
team who has always conducted herself
with kindness and integrity. She has
helped guide and mentor many new
staff members and has been a steadfast
advocate for the people of northwest
Oregon.

In closing, and on behalf of my entire
team and the people of northwest Or-
egon, I would like to reiterate my grat-
itude and appreciation to Joyce Flem-
ing who made it possible for me to do
my job well and to help the people I am
so honored to represent.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate
Joyce on her retirement and on her ex-
emplary career serving the people of
our State and country.

———

MISHANDLING OF CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION BY THE FBI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to a recent re-
port from the Department of Justice
Office of the Inspector General putting
the Biden-Harris two-tiered justice sys-
tem on full display.

The recent report reveals that the
FBI inadequately handled sensitive and
classified materials. I repeat: the FBI
mishandled classified documents ac-
cording to their own inspector general
report.

According to the memo: ‘“‘Electronic
storage media slated for disposal are
not physically secured. Nonaccount-
able assets slated for destruction were
stored on pallets without sufficient in-
ternal physical security for an ex-
tended period of time. For example, a
pallet containing extracted internal
hard drives marked mnonaccountable
had been stored for 21 months and had
wrapping that was torn and left open.”

This you can see on the poster,
Madam Speaker.

The report continues: ‘“This facility
is shared with other FBI operations,
such as logistics, mail, and information
technology equipment fulfillment, and
had almost 400 persons with access as
of May 2024, including 28 task force of-
ficers and 63 contractors from at least
17 companies. Both the FBI supervisor
and contractor confirmed that they
would not be aware if someone was to
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take hard drives from the pallets be-
cause these assets are not accounted
for or tracked.”

Madam Speaker, think about that
last line. An FBI supervisor admitted
that if someone took a hard drive con-
taining classified information from the
pallet pictured in the poster next to me
that almost 400 people had access to,
no one would ever know.

Pictured is a pallet full of sensitive
electronic storage media which most
likely includes hordes of classified in-
formation. It is hard to know because
the FBI didn’t bother to mark the
media in this pallet with standard clas-
sification markings. If you look close-
ly, this pallet is marked ‘‘nonaccount-
able,” which is a perfect metaphor for
the Biden-Harris FBI: unaccountable.

Unfortunately, this is yet another ex-
ample of the Biden-Harris two-tiered
justice system. The FBI was giddy to
rush to prosecute the former President
for allegedly mishandling classified in-
formation. Yet, when the FBI is caught
red-handed mishandling classified in-
formation by their own inspector gen-
eral, there has yet to be a simple
charge filed, leaving Americans won-
dering if there will ever be any ac-
countability.

Will the FBI agents responsible for
mishandling classified material be
criminally prosecuted?

Will anyone hold senior leadership at
the FBI accountable for allowing for
the widespread mishandling of classi-
fied information?

“Rules for thee, but not for me”
seems to be the motto at the J. Edgar
Hoover Building these days.

As a result of these troubling revela-
tions, I have sent a letter to FBI Direc-
tor Wray highlighting the hypocrisy of
the FBI's swift action against the
former President, while individuals at
the FBI have mishandled classified in-
formation with no accountability at
all.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the text of my
letter to Director Wray.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 9, 2024.
In re Mishandling of Classified Information
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI)
CHRISTOPHER WRAY, Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, DC

DEAR DIRECTOR WRAY, I am writing to ex-
press my deep concern and disappointment
regarding the findings of the Department of
Justice Office of the Inspector General’s
(DOJ OIG) Management Advisory Memo-
randum, which highlights the FBI’s inad-
equate inventory management and disposi-
tion procedures for electronic storage media
containing sensitive and classified informa-
tion.

The report’s findings are alarming and sug-
gest a lack of accountability and physical se-
curity over sensitive materials, including
hard drives, thumb drives, and floppy disks.
The fact that extracted internal hard drives
are not tracked, and the FBI cannot confirm
their proper destruction, is unacceptable.

As you are undoubtedly aware, the Biden
Administration and the FBI gleefully rushed
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to charge President Donald Trump with al-
legedly mishandling classified information.
Now that individuals at the FBI have clearly
mishandled classified information, surely
each culpable individual will be criminally
prosecuted, correct? You must realize that
failing to prosecute each individual involved
in this reckless and wanton disregard for
safe handling of classified information proce-
dures will further erode the already signifi-
cantly diminished trust Americans have left
in the FBI.

I request that you provide answers to the
following questions:

1. How did these inadequate procedures go
undetected for so long?

2. What measures will be taken to ensure
accountability for all electronic storage
media containing sensitive and classified in-
formation?

3. How many individuals will be disciplined
for their role in mishandling classified infor-
mation?

4. Will any individuals face criminal pros-
ecution for their actions?

5. What steps will be taken to improve
physical security at FBI-secure controlled
facilities?

6. How will the FBI ensure that all elec-
tronic storage media are properly labeled
with classification markings?

7. What training will be provided to FBI
personnel to address these deficiencies?

8. How will the FBI verify that all ex-
tracted internal hard drives have been prop-
erly destroyed?

9. What measures will be taken to limit ac-
cess to sensitive materials at shared facili-
ties?

10. What timeline can we expect for imple-
menting the recommended improvements?

11. How will you ensure that account-
ability extends beyond lower-level employees
and includes senior leadership, up to and in-
cluding the Director’s office, for the sys-
temic failures identified in the report?

The Tennesseans I represent, as well as all
other Americans, deserve a prompt response
to these questions, and as their representa-
tive in Congress, I expect to hear from you
soon with regard to the actions you will take
to address these serious concerns.

Sincerely,
CONGRESSMAN JOHN ROSE.

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, it is
time to end the two-tiered justice sys-
tem in America exemplified by the
FBI’s prosecution of those considered
political enemies by the Biden-Harris
administration while the FBI has now
been caught mishandling classified in-
formation in hordes.

I hope that the relevant congres-
sional committees will hold hearings
on this matter, and I call on FBI Direc-
tor Wray to respond back to my letter
as quickly as possible addressing the
issues that I have outlined.

I am sorry to the American peobple
for this abhorrent two-tiered justice
system that we see on display from the
Biden-Harris FBI and the Biden-Harris
Justice Department.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
nominees for the Office of the Presi-
dent, including by making reference to
other sources that would have been out
of order if spoken in the Member’s own
words.
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Nevada (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speaker,
today I rise in honor of Hispanic Herit-
age Month to recognize the vibrant
Hispanic community that makes
southern Nevada an incredible place to
live, work, and raise a family.

Hispanic Americans make up nearly
one-quarter of my district and about 30
percent of Nevada. They are a testa-
ment to the American Dream that
makes our Nation so strong.

From businesses of all sizes, southern
Nevada would not be the same without
the entrepreneurship and dedication of
our local Hispanic community. Folks
who literally built Vegas from the
ground up continue to be an enormous
part of our one-of-a-kind 24/7 economy.

Of course, these proud Nevadans
aren’t just creating businesses. They
are transforming our local economy,
fostering inclusive growth, and bridg-
ing cultural gaps between our commu-
nities.

I look forward to continuing to work
alongside our families to strengthen
our Hispanic voices and complement
their hard work at home with the eco-
nomic resources they need.

I look forward to being back in
southern Nevada soon to celebrate this
important month together.

CHILD TAX CREDIT

Ms. LEE of NEVADA. Madam Speak-
er, today I rise on behalf of working
families across southern Nevada. I am
talking about casino workers who work
weekends, healthcare workers who
often work through the night, or the
entrepreneurs who take no breaks try-
ing to launch their new businesses.

Each and every one of these parents
are trying to do what should be a basic
right in this country: to work one job
and to raise a family. However, in
order to do that, they need more
money in their pockets and access to
quality childcare.

We have a tool that can help make
that a reality. It is expanding the child
tax credit. That is why I was proud to
vote for exactly that in the bipartisan
tax package earlier this year that will
lower costs and keep more money in
Americans’ pockets. Sadly, there are
extremists right here in Congress who
disagree. They want to cut the child
tax credit, a proven tool for helping
families who are struggling to make
ends meet.

If Congress does not act, these ex-
tremists will win, and the child tax
credit will be slashed.

I am calling on the Senate to get this
legislation to the President’s desk and
deliver the relief that working parents
in southern Nevada and beyond need.

———
CONGRATULATING CALEB
GILBERT
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an extraordinary
young man, Caleb Gilbert, the world
champion of the 86th annual All-Amer-
ican Soap Box Derby in Akron, Ohio,
where he represented Harrisonburg,
Virginia, to claim first place in the
super stock division.

Starting at just 7 years old, Caleb
has dedicated countless hours to this
sport, logging thousands of miles up
and down the East Coast to compete in
every kind of weather: rain, shine, and
even snow. Last year, he became the
national rally point champion in the
stock division, racking up an impres-
sive 1,198 points.

His family: his father, Ron; his moth-
er, Mary; and his younger sister,
Gracelyn have been his steadfast sup-
port, being by his side as he spent
hours meticulously assembling and
calibrating his car, which was painted
to echo the iconic guitar of Eddie Van
Halen.

The Soap Box Derby community is
full of camaraderie, helping to keep the
spirit of this uniquely American tradi-
tion alive. Caleb has received
mentorship from engineers in the auto-
motive and aviation industries, and he
has built lasting friendships with fel-
low competitors from around the coun-
try.

Madam Speaker, please join me in
congratulating Caleb Gilbert, our all-
American Soap Box Derby world cham-
pion.

CONGRATULATING THE NORTH CROSS SCHOOL
BOYS’ TENNIS TEAM WINNING VISAA DIVISION
II STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise

today to congratulate the North Cross
School boys’ tennis team from Roa-
noke, Virginia, for winning the 2024
Virginia Independent Schools Athletic
Association Division II State cham-
pionship. This momentous win marks a
historic three-peat for the Raiders, who
went 16 and 1 this season and now have
added a fifth boys’ tennis State cham-
pionship to North Cross School’s tro-
phy cabinet.

The roster, consisting of Tyler
Bloomfield, Attilio Ciccozzi, Jamey
Davis, Jacob Juneau, Christian Lang,
George Lugar, Henry Lugar, Shar
Nanda, Anderson Ratliff, Sam Schae-
fer, Paul Schaefer, Nikheel Sherigar,
and Abram Sherman, exemplified the
values of hard work and perseverance.
Their individual and collective
achievements serve as a true testament
to their commitment to excellence.

I commend North Cross School Head
Coach Jim Shaefer and Assistant
Coach Ryan Schlachter for their un-
wavering dedication to nurturing a
team of such extraordinary talents.

I want to highlight the remarkable
accomplishments of first-team all-
State members Henry Lugar and
George Lugar, and second-team all-
State Jacob Juneau and Tyler Bloom-
field.

Madam Speaker, once again, I con-
gratulate the North Cross Raiders
boys’ tennis team on this incredible ac-
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complishment, and I wish them the
best for seasons to come.

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK OF P. BUCKLEY

MOSS

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise to
honor the life and work of the late Pa-
tricia Buckley Moss.

Widely known as P. Buckley Moss, or
Pat, she was born and raised in New
York where she received fine arts and
graphic design degrees. She later
moved to Waynesboro, Virginia, in 1964
with her husband and children, and it
was here that she drew some of the
greatest inspirations for her art, from
scenic landscapes with flocks of Cana-
dian geese to the campuses of her alma
maters and especially the Mennonite
and Amish subjects who became syn-
onymous with Pat’s art.

Her paintings perfectly captured the
nostalgic feelings of home for so many
Shenandoah Valley residents. Her abil-
ity to portray these familiar sights in
a way that resonated with her audi-
ences earned her the nickname ‘‘the
people’s artist.”

Her talents extended to numerous
philanthropic efforts, and she became a
role model and champion for children’s
causes. Many local students will re-
member her visits to their art classes
or her yearly invitations to decorate
The Barn’s Christmas tree with orna-
ments of their own design.

Through the donations of her art and
the P. Buckley Moss Society, over $2
million have been raised for charities,
endowed scholarships, and grants to as-
sist aspiring art students and teachers.
Although Pat is no longer with us, her
art and generosity will leave a lasting
impact on the Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict community.

WORLD WAR II GREATEST GEN-
ERATION COMMEMORATIVE COIN
SALES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, this
year the United States Mint began
sales of the Greatest Generation Com-
memorative Coin to support the Na-
tional World War II Memorial. This ini-
tiative was created through legislation
I first introduced in 2019, and the Presi-
dent signed into law in 2022.
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There are three unique coin designs
available, all emblematic of the service
and sacrifice of brave American sol-
diers and civilians during World War II.

These commemorative coins are
sought out by World War II veterans,
their families, collectors, and millions
of our ordinary citizens. They serve as
an important keepsake to honor those
who fought valiantly and defended lib-
erty against the forces of tyranny
around the globe. They bequeathed lib-
erty to us if we can sustain it.

Although the National World War II
Memorial is only 20 years old, the pas-
sage of time has left its indelible
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marks. Lighting and water systems
need to be replaced, discoloration
along its fountains has appeared, and
cracks have formed.

The National Park Service that over-
sees the maintenance of the memorial
does yeoman’s work. The memorial is
among the most visited sites in our Na-
tion’s Capital, however, approaching
over 90 million visitors to date. Yet,
the Park Service has an over $20 billion
backlog of other projects, too. The
time is now to support this memorial
for those still living today and for fu-
ture generations to come.

As authorized by Public Law 117-162,
the sales price of each coin will include
a surcharge payable to the Friends of
the National World War II Memorial to
support the National Park Service to
maintain and repair the memorial and
for important educational and com-
memorative programs.

These commemorative coins are on
sale now until the end of 2024. The
three unique coins available all have
methodically designed interpretations.

The $5 gold coin features a section of
the Wall of Stars with an olive branch.
Each star on the wall represents 100
Americans who lost their lives in that
war. The olive branch represents the
peace that followed, thanks to their
noble sacrifice. The reverse tail design
shows the folded American flag, such
as one that would be presented at the
funeral of a fallen servicemember.

The $1 silver coin features six figures
working together to support the Earth,
illustrating the cooperation of each of
our military branches as well as the
Merchant Marine. The reverse design
features a view from Victory Pavilion
in the World War II Memorial. The
sculpture depicts four eagles holding a
laurel wreath, within which is a globe
centered on the Pacific Ocean.

Finally, the half dollar clad coin de-
picts the memorial from the point of
view of a person walking up a ramp
leading to one of the towers. The head
side re-imagines the Victory Medal
that was awarded to all who served in
the Armed Forces during World War II.
The figure of Liberation stands with
open arms holding two halves of a bro-
ken sword, symbolizing the war’s con-
clusion.

All surcharges obtained for these
commemorative coins will go to the
upkeep of this memorial and education
about our 20th century’s greatest
achievement: the victory of liberty
over tyranny.

I thank my Senate colleague, Sen-
ator MIKE ROUNDS, and the over 300 bi-
partisan cosponsors in the House for
supporting this legislation. If citizens
wish to purchase coins, people may
visit www.usmint.gov.

In conclusion, we owe our freedom to
the heroes and heroines of World War
II. We know clearly tyranny has not
left our Earth. The new generations of
Americans must understand what life
outside America’s borders is like.

People call the World War II genera-
tion the Greatest Generation. I call
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them the most unselfish generation.
When they came home, they carried
forward the spirit of freedom that
drove them to victory over the worst
tyrants the world has ever known or
confronted.

Those spirits triumphed because they
understood what it took to preserve
liberty. Thus far, our world has
achieved the longest peacetime era
among great powers in world history
because of them.

——————

RECOGNIZING MINNESOTA NA-
TIONAL GUARD’S 1ST COMBINED
ARMS BATTALION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Minnesota
National Guard’s 1st Combined Arms
Battalion, 194th Armor Regiment, as
they were recently awarded the Meri-
torious Unit Commendation award, the
Superior Unit Award, and the Presi-
dential Unit Citation award. These
awards are given to units for heroism
and outstanding achievement under ex-
traordinary circumstances.

We all remember the harrowing im-
ages of the evacuation of Afghanistan,
which took place just 3 years ago. Thir-
teen American heroes lost their lives,
and countless allies were left behind
for the Taliban. If not for the 194th,
things could have and would have been
much worse.

During the evacuation of Kabul, the
1st Combined Arms Battalion rescued
over 124,000 American citizens, govern-
ment employees, and Afghan allies in
under 15 days.

This Brainerd, Minnesota-based unit
made a difference in the world. Because
of them, families were reunited and
lives were saved.

As the husband of the Minnesota Air
National Guard 148th Fighter Wing’s
first female command chief, who de-
ployed when she was called upon, I
have long recognized the superiority of
the Minnesota National Guard. I could
not be more proud to represent these
exemplary soldiers.

America is blessed to have such cou-
rageous patriots in her ranks, and we,
in Minnesota, are lucky that they call
our State home.

Madam Speaker, I thank the men and
women of the 194th Armor Regiment
for their service during this infamous
time. God bless them all for their sac-
rifices, and God bless America.

———————

OBSERVING ANNIVERSARY OF
HAWAII FIRES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Ms. TOKUDA) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TOKUDA. Madam Speaker, on
August 8, Hawaii gathered to observe
the 1-year anniversary of the fires on
Maui and in Lahaina.

Today, as Congress reconvenes, I rise
to honor and remember the family and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

friends that we lost. They are beloved
mothers and fathers, sons and daugh-
ters, grandparents and grandchildren,
brothers and sisters, friends and life
partners. Their ages span almost a cen-
tury, from our youngest ‘‘child,”
“‘keiki,” just 7 years old, to a cherished
“‘elder,” ‘‘kupuna,”’ aged 97.

Many have lived their entire lives in
Lahaina. Others chose to make
Lahaina their home, having come from
faraway places across the TUnited
States and abroad, like the Philippines,
Mexico, and Scotland.

Today, I rise to read all 102 of their
names into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
While they are no longer walking
amongst us, they will never be forgot-
ten by the family and friends they left
behind, by our community, or by this
Congress, in whose record their names
will be forever remembered:

Louise Abihai

Laurie Allen

June Anbe

Angelica Baclig

Narciso Baylosis, Jr.

Vanessa Baylosis

Melva ‘“‘Honey Girl”’ Benjamin

Luz Bernabe

Maurice ‘‘Shadow’’ Buen

Buddy Joe Carter

Kirk Carter

Ediomede Pavian Castillo

Rex Cole

Lydia Coloma

Salvador Coloma

Allen John Constantino

Leticia ‘“‘Letty’’ Constantino

Theresa Cook

Juan de Leon

Marilou Dias

Virginia ‘““Vergie’’ Dofa

Bette Jo Dyckman

Robert Dyckman

Jeanne Eliason

Po’omaika’i Estores-Losano

Keyiro Fuentes

Alfredo Galinato

Douglas Gloege

Donna Gomes

Michael Gordon

George Hall III

Carole Hartley

Claudette Heermance

Roxanne Ibara-Hinau

Rafael Imperial

Lawrenzo ‘“‘Buddy’’ Jantoc II

Coleen Jones

Morris Kaita

Richard Kam

Mark Kaminsky

Paul Kasprzycki

Valerie Kauffman

Albert Kitaguchi

Joseph Lara

Bibiana ‘“‘Bhing’’ Lutrania

Rogelio Mabalot, Sr.

Michael Mahnensmith

Lynn Manibog

Douglas Matsuda-Boucher

John ‘“Thumper” McCarthy

Michael Misaka

Antonia ‘““Toni’” Molina

Michael Morinho

Tim Nakamoto

Todd Nakamura

David Nuesca, Jr.
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Carolyn Ono

Matsuyuki Osato

Pablo Pagdilao III

Tau Ponali

Bernard Portabes

Gwendolyn Kanani Puou

Junmark Quijano

Felimon Quijano

Sharlene Rabang

Rebecca Rans

Alfred ‘‘Alfie”’” Rawlings

Eugene Recolizado

Justin Recolizado

Dale Ann Richter

Rodolfo Rocutan

Lee Rogo

Conchita Sagudang

Danilo Sagudang

Edward Sato

Joseph Schilling

Anthony “Tony”’ Simpson

James Smith

Leslie Smith

Jonathan Somaoang

Floyd St. Clair

Janet St. Clair

Freeman Tam Lung

Terri Thomas

Carlo Tobias

Revelina ‘“‘Rebing’’ Tomboc

Fa’aoso Tone

Malui’fonua Tone

Salote Tone

Tony Takafua

Franklin ‘‘Frankie’ Trejos

Nicholas ‘““Nick’ Turbin III

Linda Vaikeli

Angelita ‘‘Angie’’ Vasquez

Adela Villegas

Joel Villegas

Leroy Wagner

Clyde Wakida

Glenda Yabes

Todd Yamafuji

Glenn Yoshino

The Maui Police Department also
maintains the list of the two people
still unaccounted for as of February 13,
2024. They are Robert H. Owens and
Elmer Lee Stevens.

As we continue our work to recover
and rebuild Lahaina, may the happy
memories of those we lost carry our
community forward and inspire us to
live each day in their honor.

—————

HONORING COUNCILWOMAN SONIA
MENDEZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
DE LA CRUZ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to mourn the loss of an ex-
traordinary leader, Councilwoman
Sonia Mendez of Seguin, Texas.

Sonia served on the city council
since 2020 and served the city’s resi-
dents with unwavering dedication. Her
courage in the face of ALS was nothing
short of inspiring. Even as the disease
took its toll, she refused to slow down
or let it define her.

Her commitment to District 2 and
her community never wavered, showing
us the true meaning of service and re-
silience. Sonia’s legacy will live on
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through the countless lives she touched
and the work she did to make Seguin a
better place.

Let us honor her memory by con-
tinuing to serve with the same compas-
sion and dedication she demonstrated
every day. My thoughts and prayers
are with her family, friends, and all
those in Seguin who feel this tremen-
dous loss. May she rest in peace.
HONORING ARMY SPECIALIST LAURO G. DELEON,

JR.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to honor and remember
Army Specialist Lauro G. DeLeon, Jr.,
of Floresville, Texas, who gave his life
in service to our Nation 20 years ago
during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Lauro was just 20 years old and had a
bright future ahead of him, yet he
chose to serve his country with cour-
age, knowing the risk but driven by his
deep sense of duty.

In Iraq, Lauro faced fear and uncer-
tainty, but his faith and love of his
family sustained him. His mother,
Grace, shared how prayer and faith in
God guided him in his most dark mo-
ments. That unwavering faith is a tes-
tament to the kind of man Lauro was.

Though two decades have passed, his
sacrifice is still fresh and felt. Today,
we remember Lauro’s bravery, his love
for his family, and his commitment to
his great country. May we never forget
his service, and may God continue to
bless his family and all those who
serve.

O 1045
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 102ND BIRTHDAY OF
VERLON ‘‘POP’’ MAGUGLIN

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize an incredible
milestone, Mr. Verlon “Pop”’
Maguglin’s 102nd birthday.

For over a century, Pop has been a
pillar of the Live Oak community and
living there for 100 years. His life is a
testament to hard work, family values,
and dedication to the land he loves.

Pop’s farming legacy, from raising
cattle to growing crops like peanuts
and the famous Maguglin Slim’s okra,
has left a lasting mark on this county.
We are also eternally grateful for his
service to our Nation during World War
II1.

As we celebrate his 102nd birthday,
we honor his dedication to family,
spanning five generations, and his un-
wavering commitment to living life
with joy and purpose. Pop’s life has en-
riched others, and I wish him contin-
ued health and happiness.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIREMENT OF ROY

RODRIGUEZ

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate City Man-
ager Roy Rodriguez on his well-de-
served retirement after more than two
decades of remarkable service to the
great city of McAllen.

Roy’s leadership has guided McAllen,
Texas, through an era of incredible
growth, stability, and prosperity.
Under his steady hand, the city has
thrived, reaching new heights in finan-
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cial strength and community develop-
ment.

Roy’s commitment to the people of
McAllen, Texas, will leave a legacy. As
he closes this chapter, I hope Roy
knows he has made a profound impact
on the lives of many. I wish him happi-
ness, health, and a wonderful retire-
ment.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
RETIREMENT OF GEORGE NEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. AmMO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AMO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a dedicated cham-
pion for Rhode Island’s working fami-
lies, Mr. George Nee.

Last week, George publicly an-
nounced his retirement as president of
the Rhode Island AFL-CIO. On October
11, he will leave behind a towering leg-
acy of over 50 years of fighting for
workers.

George has often said that there can
be no democracy without a vibrant
union movement. That is why he has
dedicated his entire career to securing
economic opportunity and advancing
social justice.

As George prepares to hand over the
reins, I would like to honor his incred-
ible story, rising from humble begin-
nings to become the face of organized
labor in Rhode Island.

George Nee found his calling at Bos-
ton College in the 1960s. After meeting
farmworkers from California, he was
inspired to make their cause his own.
He was so inspired, in fact, that he
dropped out of school as a 21-year-old
to advocate for the cause full time.

George’s early jobs involved coordi-
nating Boston’s successful grape boy-
cott and later a lettuce boycott in
Rhode Island. Thanks to his efforts,
farmworkers who spoke little to no
English were able to secure better con-
ditions and union contracts.

He slept in church parishes, on office
floors, and even in an abandoned build-
ing on Brown University’s campus. It
wasn’t glamorous work, but George got
the job done.

His successful efforts introduced him
to key players in the labor movement,
including a soft-spoken man from Dela-
no, Mr. Cesar Chavez. George was his
driver and a bodyguard whenever he
was in the area. In the mid-1970s,
George joined Cesar and eight others in
a pilgrimage across southern Cali-
fornia. Their courageous campaign to
organize farmworkers led to a tense
standoff with growers armed with shot-
guns.

That is textbook George Nee: Never
one to shy away from what is right and
never one to back down from a fight.

After returning to Rhode Island,
George helped to organize an inde-
pendent union for jewelry, clerical, and
healthcare workers. This organization
became the Service Employees Inter-
national Union, or SEIU, Local 1199.
George served as its founding president
from 1976 to 1983.
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Madam Speaker, I have a personal
connection to Local 1199. It is the same
union my mom proudly joined when
she worked as a nurse in Rhode Island’s
nursing homes.

In 1983, George was hired by our
statewide AFL-CIO. From staff rep-
resentative to executive director to
secretary treasurer to his 15-year run
as president, George has become syn-
onymous with the union. Thanks to his
leadership, Rhode Island AFL-CIO and
its affiliates are now more than 80,000
strong.

Our State consistently ranks as hav-
ing one of the highest rates of union
membership. Despite changes in the
economy and a varying degree of ap-
peal to organized labor, though it is at
its most popular right now, George has
kept the faith. He has been tireless, re-
lentless, devoted, and a champion for
workers and their families.

Above all, he has never lost sight of
the ultimate goal, to make sure that
working people have a seat at the table
whenever decisions are being made. I
saw this firsthand when I worked as an
adviser in the Governor’s office in
Rhode Island several years ago. I will
never forget the quintessential image
of George at the Rhode Island State
House. He was roaming the halls and
making the case to legislators about
the need for critical protections and
critical investments.

George’s accomplishments are too
many to name with the time that I
have remaining, but suffice to say that
his dedication to our State will stand
the test of time.

Madam Speaker, 1 conclude by
quoting a portion of George’s retire-
ment letter. According to George, labor
is ‘“‘the strongest countervailing force
that stands up to the power of the busi-
ness community with the goal of hav-
ing a level playing field. We truly are
the people’s lobby.”

Truly, the people’s lobby is never a
bad cause to be fighting for.

For decades, George Nee has been a
mentor and a friend, a colleague and an
advocate, and a fighter for the working
people of Rhode Island. He will no
doubt be missed.

On behalf of the hardworking men
and women of the State of Rhode Is-
land, I thank George.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD George Nee’s resignation let-
ter.

RIAFLCIO,
September 3, 2024.

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE RHODE ISLAND AFL-—
CIO EXECUTIVE BOARD AND LOCAL UNION AF-
FILIATES, I am writing to inform you that I
will be retiring as the President of the Rhode
Island AFL-CIO effective on October 11, 2024.
I have been honored to serve you and our
membership at the Rhode Island AFL-CIO
since 1983. I was employed as a Staff Rep-
resentative in 1983. In 1985, i became the Ex-
ecutive Director. I was elected as your Sec-
retary-Treasurer in 1991, and i was elected as
the President in 2009. I would like to give a
special thank you to Ed McElroy who hired
me in 1983. His faith in me will always be ap-
preciated.

I appreciate the confidence and trust you
have had in me over these many years.
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Our organization has been, is now, and will
be in the future, a force for economic and so-
cial justice for all the workers in our state.
We are the strongest countervailing force
that stands up to the power of the business
community with the goal of having a level
playing field. We are truly the people’s
lobby. The legislation and issues tor which
we advocate improve the lives of all workers
in our state.

We believe that there can be no democracy
unless there is a vibrant free trade union
movement. The way we have lived up to that
ideal in Rhode Island is our commitment to
participate in our democracy. We encourage
union members to run for political office at
every level. We have a process to endorse
candidates based on labor issues. We mobi-
lize voter registration efforts. We engage our
members in assisting in our endorsed can-
didates’ campaigns, and we hold elected lead-
ers accountable.

Over the many years, we have adopted a
perspective and philosophy that organized
labor has a right and responsibility to exer-
cise our voice when and where decisions are
made at every level of government. These de-
cisions impact the quality of life and econ-
omy of our state and we must be there.

Because of the commitment and dedication
of the leaders and members that came before
us, Rhode Island has always been a strong
labor state. We achieve our maximum effec-
tiveness when we are pro-business, pro-
growth, pro-labor and pro-union. Because of
your commitment and activity, it remains so
today, and I strongly believe that as our
labor movement goes forward with new lead-
ership, it will be even stronger in the future.

We will continue to get stronger by orga-
nizing new members. We will continue to be
among the states with the highest percent-
age of union members. We will continue to
provide high quality and innovative edu-
cation and training programs through our
Institute for Labor Studies and Research. We
will continue to champion innovative pro-
grams like Climate Jobs RI which enhance
our image in the community and protect our
future.

I am grateful and thankful that you have
allowed me to be a part of this movement

that has brought justice, prosperity, and
hope to so many people.
In Solidarity,
George H. Nee,
President.

———

FINALIZED RULE OF THE CALI-
FORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, last
year in California, the State’s air pol-
lution regulator, known as CARB,
which stands for the California Air Re-
sources Board, finalized a new rule that
would require freight railroads in the
State to adopt zero-emissions loco-
motives for industrial use, such as in
local yards and ports, by 2030, and for
normal, long-distance hauling by 2035.
It is now requesting a waiver from the
Environmental Protection Agency to
proceed.

Madam Speaker, the EPA should
deny this since this EPA CARB rule
would effectively require all loco-
motives to operate in a zero-emissions
configuration when operating in Cali-
fornia, including out-of-state loco-
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motives that would come into Cali-
fornia and then proceed back out
again. One of these noncompliant loco-
motives would have to unhitch at the
border and bring other locomotives in
just to drive into our State.

This regulation would limit the use-
ful life of thousands of locomotives
across the rail network and requires a
transition to zero-emission technology.
Even by CARB’s own admission, this
rule will drive many short-line railroad
operators and rail lines out of business.

CARB also admits this rule will be
shifting the transport of goods to
trucks, which ultimately are going to
raise highway miles traveled and likely
raise emissions from trucks and the
whole window of emissions because you
can have many trucks hauling up to
80,000 pounds typically versus a rail-
road with the many, many tons they
can haul efficiently. This is the oppo-
site of the goal of CARB by causing a
raise of emissions and vehicle miles
traveled.

Rail operators have not yet been able
to acquire the full tier 4 locomotives
due to unavailability, and the tech-
nology isn’t even fully developed yet
on tier 4 locomotives. CARB, once
again, is jumping the gun to move to
even more stringent standards. Essen-
tially, they are mandating tier 5 loco-
motives when tier 4 locomotives don’t
even fully exist yet. It is just amazing.

It would make more sense for the bu-
reaucrats at CARB to take a break
from their carbon-neutral crusade and
let rail operators come up to tier 4
compliance standards. If they could
make the tier 4, you would already see
a dramatic cut in emissions across the
board since these tier 4 locomotives are
85 percent cleaner than older tech-
nology, instead of pushing net-zero lo-
comotives, which seems to be the holy
grail, on such a ridiculous timeline.

Since they are obsessed with net zero
and carbon reductions, they have actu-
ally worked against their own goals, as
I mentioned, with forcing it onto
trucks and on and on.

It is estimated that EPA approval
would result in close to 65 percent of
the Nation’s class I railroad locomotive
fleet being banned from operating in
California by the year 2030. He notes
that other States are going to do the
monkey see, monkey do like California
does.

General Van Ovost, the head of U.S.
Transportation Command, expressed
concerns that this regulation will neg-
atively affect the economy and mili-
tary readiness posture of moving mili-
tary equipment as they need to. By re-
ducing this ability to transport goods
and military equipment in and out of
the State from other parts of the coun-
try or having a lack of locomotives to
do so, military operations could be se-
verely impacted by this regulation.
Imagine if we can’t move the material
we need in a timely fashion because of
a California rule if the U.S. EPA gives
them this waiver.

A large collection of national, State,
and local agricultural groups have ex-
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pressed great concern that this CARB
rule poses a significant danger to U.S.
agriculture and its ability to transport
ag products domestically or to our
ports. Members may remember a few
years ago, there was a giant port prob-
lem in California. It was not an all-out
strike, but a slowdown of work, where
many ag bproducts were left on the
docks so long that the more perishable
produce and agricultural food was rot-
ting; it wasn’t getting shipped out or,
in some cases, even shipped in.

Do we want to add to that problem
with, instead of the trucks at that
time, having the railroads also be in
that state?

It needs to be stated again that the
technology required for these replace-
ments does not yet exist for what
would be called a tier 56 locomotive.

Freight railroads contribute only 0.5
percent to total U.S. emissions and
about 1.7 percent to transportation-re-
lated emissions.

All of this is to reduce the amount of
CO; in our atmosphere, which I will re-
mind my colleagues once again, which
I have done many times on this floor,
CO, is only 0.04 percent of the gases of
our atmosphere. When Members look
at the pie chart, it is that tiny, little
wedge in there that is typically listed
as trace gases or other, along with
krypton and water vapor.

This rule will slow the food our farm-
ers grow getting to our tables and ports
for trade and, indeed, as I mentioned,
rotting while sitting at the ports. It
will delay and raise in price the mate-
rials used to build and heat our homes.
Every stage, of course, of automobile
production, including EVs, will be
slowed down as well by not being able
to move these materials. The rule
causes lots of problems. EPA, deny this
rule.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ZINKE) at noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Lisa Wink Schultz, Office
of the Senate Chaplain, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all
that is within us, bless Your holy
name. For You alone are holy and all
who live and breathe find their purpose
in You.

Let the light of Your glory illu-
minate the paths we take today, that
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our feet will not go astray from Your
purpose. Send Your light into the shad-
ows of our lives, that we would turn
from the darkness of our ill intent and
choose the righteousness of Your grace
plan.

Let the depth of Your mercy seep
into our souls, that we would be trans-
formed by Your love. In Your compas-
sion, may we discover who You have
called us to be and be inspired to want
to live lives in response to Your stead-
fast loving-kindness.

Let the peace found only in You rule
in our hearts and dwell in us richly,
that with gratitude we would strive to
live in harmony with one another, giv-
ing thanks to You in the living of this
day, doing so in Your most holy name.

For it is in the strength of Your
name we pray.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
LANGWORTHY) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LANGWORTHY led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

DOLLY PARTON’S IMAGINATION
LIBRARY

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Rhea County’s
18 years of participation in Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library.

Parton first founded the program in
1995 in Sevier County where she grew
up. The library provides a monthly
book to children from birth until age 5
as a way to promote early literacy.

In 2004, Dolly Parton worked with the
Governor and the Tennessee State Leg-
islature to expand the program state-
wide.

Tennessee is celebrating 20 years of
public-private partnership between the
Governor’s Early Literacy Foundation
and Dolly Parton’s Imagination Li-
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brary to help children across our great
State develop a solid foundation for lit-
eracy and love of reading from an early
age.

On September 11, 2006, the program
was brought to Rhea County and in
that time has graduated over 4,500 chil-
dren.

I congratulate the Rhea County Li-
brary on this wonderful accomplish-
ment and thank them for all they do to
help the children of their community
learn necessary foundational literary
skills that will set them up for future
success.

———————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
BRUCE KENDALL

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary serv-
ice of Bruce Kendall, a man who has
served as the president and CEO of the
Economic Development Board for Ta-
coma-Pierce County.

There are so many things I could say
to recognize Bruce. I could speak to the
phenomenal way in which he developed
partnerships both within Pierce Coun-
ty and with neighbors in our region. I
could praise the leadership he showed
to shepherd our community through
the pandemic and to ensure small busi-
nesses had the information and re-
sources that they needed.

I could express my gratitude person-
ally for the role he played to me as a
mentor when I worked with him at the
EDB for 10 years before coming to Con-
gress.

However, the main thing I want to
convey today is that Bruce Kendall has
changed lives. There are people in our
region who have jobs today because of
Bruce. There are families able to put
food on their tables because of Bruce.
Our community is stronger and more
prosperous because of Bruce. Bruce
Kendall has been a real difference
maker, and for that today on the House
floor I thank him.

———
U.S. STEEL CHINA WEEK

(Mr. MILLER of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to highlight something
President Biden and I agree on for
once: U.S. Steel must remain an Amer-
ican company.

Steel is the backbone of our economy
and is crucial to America’s national
and economic security. American
bridges, railways, highways, and build-
ings are all built with, you guessed it,
steel.

U.S. Steel is American steel at its
core, and it was once the largest steel
producer in the world, a symbol of our
global competitiveness.

United States Steel should be owned
by Americans. United States Steel
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should provide jobs to American work-
ers. United States Steel should be here
to forge America forward.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to be clear.
This is not about being anti-Japan or
any other nation for that matter. In-
stead, this is about being pro-America
and protecting our economic future
and our national security.

A strong steel industry means a
strong middle class with good-paying
jobs that support American families.
We shouldn’t sell out our workers or
our future to foreign corporations.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR.
SEGUNDO ARMANDO GONZALEZ
TAMAYO

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the life of Dr. Segundo
Armando Gonzalez Tamayo. He played
a vital role in shaping the history of
the Dominican Republic.

Dr. Tamayo was a distinguished car-
diologist and a committed patriot dur-
ing a pivotal moment of that country
in its fight for democracy. He was
elected as vice president in the first na-
tional elections after the fall of the
Trujillo dictatorship.

His service alongside President Bosch
in 1962 to 1963 symbolizes a time of
great hope and transformation for the
Dominican people. Though their tenure
was cut short by a coup, their legacy
remains.

Dr. Tamayo’s life was defined by
service to his country, to medicine, and
to democracy. We must remember his
contributions.

Mr. Speaker, his life’s work con-
tinues to inspire all of us, and I want to
thank his family, Dr. Patria Gonzalez,
his daughter, and my good friend, Fer-
nando Oliver, and their children for
sharing this story with all of us.

THREE GEORGIA RESERVISTS
KILLED

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on January 28 of this year,
three patriotic Americans, Specialist
Kennedy Ladon Sanders, Sergeant Wil-
liam Jerome Rivers, and Specialist
Breonna Alexsondria Moffett, Georgia
Army reservists, were murdered by an
Iranian drone attack in Jordan by Ira-
nian puppet Hezbollah. Sadly, on June
27, Biden denied their deaths.

On March 13, I sent a letter request-
ing the level of severity and number of
injured in that attack. On July 19,
nearly 4 months later by delay, the re-
sponse was that with these three cou-
rageous American reservists from
Georgia, an additional 74 servicemem-
bers were injured, including 68 diag-
nosed with traumatic brain injuries.
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These deaths must not be forgotten.
We must achieve ©peace through
strength, not wars through weakness.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who have successfully protected Amer-
ica for 20 years in the global war on
terrorism as it moves from the Afghan-
istan safe haven to America.

We don’t need new border laws. We
need to enforce the existing border
laws. HARRIS shamefully opened the
borders for dictators as more 9/11 at-
tacks across America are imminent, as
repeatedly warned by the FBI.

Our sympathy to the family of Dr.
Barbara Nielsen, the late State super-
intendent of education of South Caro-
lina.

———

RECOGNIZING GEORGE NEE ON HIS
RETIREMENT

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the remarkable ca-
reer of George Nee, a good friend, fa-
ther, grandfather, and tireless advocate
for working Rhode Islanders, who is re-
tiring as the president of the Rhode Is-
land AFL-CIO after four decades of
service.

George has dedicated his life to im-
proving the lives of working people and
their families. At just 21 years old, he
left college to work for the farm work-
ers’ union, helping to organize Boston’s
grape boycott in the late 1960s and the
lettuce boycott of 1971.

He worked closely with renowned
labor leader Cesar Chavez and saw
firsthand how these boycotts improved
the lives of workers. George then cre-
ated an independent union of clerical
workers, healthcare workers, and jew-
elry workers in 1976 that grew to more
than 1,500 members.

In 1983, he joined the Rhode Island
AFL-CIO, working his way up from
staff representative to president in
2009, leading more than 80,000 union
members across our State as the quin-
tessential happy warrior on behalf of
working people in Rhode Island.

In addition to the hundreds of fights
for fair contracts, better wages, and
better benefits, George boldly led the
Rhode Island AFL-CIO in support of
marriage equality and stood for com-
monsense gun safety laws.

It is a real honor to recognize my
friend, George, and to congratulate
him on his impactful and tremendous
career.

——
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LEARNING FROM FAMILY
FARMERS

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
August, I conducted my annual farm
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tour, visiting 11 of the nearly 1,900
farms in my district. The farmers at
Amherst Nurseries, Kitchen Garden
Farm, Diemand Farm, Apex Orchards,
Tip Top Orchard, Rattle Root Farm,
Gove Farm, Pineo Family Farm, Com-
munity Harvest Project, Town Line
Dairy, and Riddle Brook Farm pro-
duced everything from fresh fruits and
vegetables to pasture-raised eggs and
meats and cut flowers.

Some are multigenerational family
farms while others are new operations
with beginning farmers. Each farm ap-
proaches land stewardship with cre-
ativity and resilience and helps build
community by supporting local food
systems. I am amazed by the deter-
mination of our farmers to ensure that
they can provide for people in need.

Mr. Speaker, our family farmers are
committed to food security. They are
making healthy food available and ac-
cessible, and we have a lot to learn
from them about bolstering regional
food systems. We need to do everything
we can to support them so we can help
them end hunger now.

———

RAISING CONCERNS WITH
BIOSECURE BILL

(Mr. AUCHINCLOSS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to outline my concerns with
H.R. 8333, the BIOSECURE Act, which I
voted against last night.

This bill, though well-intentioned, is
poorly drafted and shows the deficit of
proper process. The BIOSECURE Act
would only apply to contracts subject
to the Federal Acquisition Regulation
System. That is the Department of De-
fense and the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

This means that while Medicare and
commercial-plan beneficiaries could
access the drugs comprehended by the
BIOSECURE Act, veterans and service-
members could be alienated from treat-
ments and cures that are available to
other Americans. This bifurcation is
not only unfair, but it renders the dis-
incentive to biotechs ineffective.

This legislation also fails to provide
due process so that Congress is not
veering into potential bill of attainder
challenges. In its form, the bill is not
fit to function and makes no attempt
to support a domestic CDMO or CRO
industry.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1398, PROTECT AMER-
ICA’S INNOVATION AND ECO-
NOMIC SECURITY FROM CCP ACT
OF 2024; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1425, NO WHO
PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS
TREATY WITHOUT SENATE AP-
PROVAL ACT; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1516,
DHS RESTRICTIONS ON CONFU-
CIUS INSTITUTES AND CHINESE
ENTITIES OF CONCERN ACT;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 7980, END CHINESE DOMI-
NANCE OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES
IN AMERICA ACT OF 2024; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 9456, PROTECTING AMER-
ICAN AGRICULTURE FROM FOR-
EIGN ADVERSARIES ACT OF 2024;
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 9494, CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS AND OTHER
MATTERS ACT, 2025

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1430 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1430

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1398) to estab-
lish the CCP Initiative program, and for
other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
the Judiciary or their respective designees.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. In lieu of the amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary now printed in the
bill, an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 118-45 shall be considered as
adopted in the House and in the Committee
of the Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as the original bill for the pur-
pose of further amendment under the five-
minute rule and shall be considered as read.
All points of order against provisions in the
bill, as amended, are waived. No further
amendment to the bill, as amended, shall be
in order except those printed in part A of the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such further
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such further amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the
House with such further amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as



H5110

amended, and on any further amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. At any time after adoption of this
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1425) to require any
convention, agreement, or other inter-
national instrument on pandemic preven-
tion, preparedness, and response reached by
the World Health Assembly to be subject to
Senate ratification. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs or their respective des-
ignees. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. An amendment in the nature of
a substitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 118-44 shall be considered
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as the original bill for
the purpose of further amendment under the
five-minute rule and shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. No fur-
ther amendment to the bill, as amended,
shall be in order except those printed in part
B of the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying this resolution. Each such
further amendment may be offered only in
the order printed in the report, may be of-
fered only by a Member designated in the re-
port, shall be considered as read, shall be de-
batable for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such further amend-
ments are waived. At the conclusion of con-
sideration of the bill for amendment the
Committee shall rise and report the bill, as
amended, to the House with such further
amendments as may have been adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill, as amended, and on any
further amendment thereto to final passage
without intervening motion except one mo-
tion to recommit.

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1516) to establish De-
partment of Homeland Security funding re-
strictions on institutions of higher education
that have a relationship with Confucius In-
stitutes, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Homeland Security or their
respective designees. After general debate
the bill shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. In lieu of the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Homeland
Security now printed in the bill pursuant to
Part II of House Report 118-319, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting
of the text of Rules Committee Print 118-46
shall be considered as adopted in the House
and in the Committee of the Whole. The bill,
as amended, shall be considered as the origi-
nal bill for the purpose of further amend-
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ment under the five-minute rule and shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
are waived. No further amendment to the
bill, as amended, shall be in order except
those printed in part C of the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such further amendment may
be offered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Committee of
the Whole. All points of order against such
further amendments are waived. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill, as amended, to the House with
such further amendments as may have been
adopted. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended,
and on any further amendment thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit.

SEC. 4. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 7980) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude vehicles the bat-
teries of which contain materials sourced
from prohibited foreign entities from the
clean vehicle credit. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The amendment in the nature of a substitute
recommended by the Committee on Ways
and Means now printed in the bill shall be
considered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Ways and Means or their respective des-
ignees; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 5. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 9456) to amend the Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950 with respect to foreign in-
vestments in United States agriculture, and
for other purposes. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Financial Services or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit.

SEC. 6. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 9494) making continuing appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. The amendment
printed in part D of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion shall be considered as adopted. The bill,
as amended, shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill,
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their respective
designees; and (2) one motion to recommit.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 1430
provides for consideration of six meas-
ures: H.R. 1398, H.R. 1425, H.R. 1516,
H.R. 7980, H.R. 9456, and H.R. 9494.

The rule provides for H.R. 1398 to be
considered under a structured rule,
with 1 hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and the
ranking minority member of the Judi-
ciary Committee or their designees,
and provides for one motion to recom-
mit.

The rule also provides for H.R. 1425 to
be considered under a structured rule,
with 1 hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and the
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs or their des-
ignees, and provides for one motion to
recommit.

The rule also provides for H.R. 1516 to
be considered under a structured rule,
with 1 hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and the
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and pro-
vides for one motion to recommit.

The rule further provides for consid-
eration of H.R. 7980 under a closed rule,
with 1 hour of debate equally divided
between the chair and the ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Ways and Means, and provides for one
motion to recommit.

The rule further provides for consid-
eration of H.R. 9456 under a closed rule,
with 1 hour of debate equally divided
between the chair and the ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Agriculture, and provides for one mo-
tion to recommit.

Finally, the rule provides for consid-
eration of H.R. 9494 under a closed rule,
with 1 hour of debate equally divided
between the chair and the ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Appropriations, and provides for one
motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
rule and in support of the underlying
legislation. The rule before us provides
for consideration of five measures
aimed at protecting the American peo-
ple from the greatest threat to our sov-
ereignty, our national security, and
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our prosperity: the Chinese Communist
Party.

Let’s start with H.R. 1398, the Pro-
tect America’s Innovation and Eco-
nomic Security from CCP Act of 2024.
This bill will reestablish the CCP Ini-
tiative at the Department of Justice,
an effort that was originally estab-
lished by President Trump which suc-
cessfully combatted espionage, hack-
ing, and theft of American trade se-
crets.

Do you know what? It worked. Under
Trump’s leadership, we saw 45 individ-
uals convicted or plead guilty to espio-
nage, but in yet another surrender to
the woke mob, the Biden-Harris admin-
istration, with zero justification, shut
it down. They shut it down cold. They
claimed it stoked anti-Asian bias. That
argument is not just wrong, but it is an
insult to every American.
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Shutting down the China Initiative
proves that this administration cares
more about appeasing the extreme left
than it does our national security.

H.R. 1398 will get us back on track,
despite President Biden’s and Vice
President HARRIS’ refusal to do so.

Now, while the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration is shutting down efforts to
prosecute spies, they are bending over
backward to negotiate a new pandemic
accord with the WHO, an organization
that sold out the United States and the
world to the Chinese Communist Party
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

As of now, the pandemic accord the
Biden-Harris administration is negoti-
ating with the World Health Assembly
is intended to tie our country to re-
sponsibilities and obligations overseen
by an organization that lied for and
covered for the Chinese Communist
Party as it deceived the world about
the origins and the spread of COVID-19.

Now, let’s not forget how, at the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020, the WHO director general visited
Beijing and praised China for setting a
new standard for outbreak control.

Simultaneously, the CCP was busy
arresting citizens for spreading rumors
of a COVID-19 outbreak in Wuhan.
That was in the first months of 2020.
The WHO went along with the CCP’s
propaganda, and millions died from a
pandemic whose spread could have been
contained far earlier.

H.R. 1425, the No WHO Pandemic Pre-
paredness Treaty Without Senate Ap-
proval Act, would require that any
pandemic-related convention of the
WHO that purports to bind the United
States must be considered and ratified
by the Senate as a treaty subject to
the requirements of Article II of the
U.S. Constitution.

Mr. Speaker, hardworking American
taxpayers should not be subjected to
sweeping new international agreements
that could tie them to organizations
like the WHO and policies that run
contrary to their own interests without
any real say in the matter.

Additionally, under the rule, House
Republicans have brought forward H.R.
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1516, the DHS Restrictions on Confu-
cius Institutes and Chinese Entities of
Concern Act. Since 2005, the Chinese
Government has sponsored Confucius
Institutes at American universities, os-
tensibly to teach Chinese language and
facilitate cultural exchanges. However,
these institutes are a cover for the
CCP’s global influence and propaganda
campaign. I have seen it in my own dis-
trict. This bill will cut off homeland
security funding for any university
that maintains relationships with
these entities.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear: The Chi-
nese Communist Party’s ultimate goal
is to build the most advanced military
in the world by 2049, and they are steal-
ing our intellectual property to do so.
House Republicans simply will not
stand by idly and let that happen at
our higher-learning institutions.

Next under the rule, we are consid-
ering H.R. 7980, the End Chinese Domi-
nance of Electric Vehicles in America
Act of 2024, which would put an end to
the Biden-Harris sellout to China in
the name of a Green New Deal. The In-
flation Reduction Act opened the door
for Chinese companies to profit from
electric vehicle tax subsidies, leaving
American families to foot the bill for
these policies while China laughs all
the way to the bank.

We have seen the Biden administra-
tion’s game. They claim to be tough on
China, but behind closed doors, they
are cutting deals that enrich the CCP.

In its rulemaking on the electric ve-
hicle tax subsidy, the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration decided that unofficial
ties to the Chinese Communist Party
were perfectly fine for the Chinese en-
tity wishing to qualify.

Now, apparently my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle and the
Biden-Harris administration have little
understanding of how Communist
China works. Unofficial or official, for
a company to operate and be success-
ful, it must be subservient to the inter-
ests of the Chinese Communist Party.

H.R. 7980 will put an end to this asi-
nine America-last policy and ensure
that vehicles with batteries sourced
from foreign prohibited entities, like
those connected to the CCP, do not
qualify for this tax credit.

Additionally, the rule provides for
consideration of H.R. 9456, the Pro-
tecting American Agriculture from
Foreign Adversaries Act. There are 40
million acres of America’s farmland in
the hands of foreign entities. As a Rep-
resentative of the hardworking, family
farmers in western New York and the
southern tier, I know firsthand the im-
pact that foreign entities gobbling
American farmland can have on the
success of our domestic farmers. It is
driving the entry costs of potential
new farmers to be higher with each
passing year.

The land where American farmers
grow our food, fuel, and fiber is pre-
cious and should be treated as such.
H.R. 9456 will ensure that the Secretary
of Agriculture has a seat on the Com-
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mittee on Foreign Investment in the
United States and will require that the
American people have a full under-
standing of just how much investment
in our agricultural land is being pur-
sued by China and entities connected
to the Chinese Communist Party.

This legislation, of which I am a
proud cosponsor, is an important first
step in ensuring that the CCP, through
its loyal entities, is not able to buy up
our most precious commodity, our
land, thereby threatening our national
security, our sovereignty, and our abil-
ity to feed ourselves. Food is security
and will always be national security.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the rule before
us includes consideration of H.R. 9494,
a continuing resolution to extend gov-
ernment funding at current levels
through March 28, 2025. To date, the
House has passed legislation to fund
more than 70 percent of our Federal
Government operations for fiscal year
2025. Meanwhile, Senate Democrats
have failed to bring a single fiscal year
2025 appropriations bill to the floor.

This continuing resolution avoids a
government shutdown, but it also in-
cludes the SAVE Act, requiring proof
of United States citizenship to vote in
Federal elections.

Democrats’ open-border policies have
turned our country into a sanctuary
for illegal aliens, and now my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
want them to vote. The SAVE Act en-
sures that only American citizens de-
cide America’s future.

The Democrats’ open-border policies
have brought nothing but chaos and de-
struction to our communities as mil-
lions of illegal aliens have flooded into
this country. The left’s refusal to se-
cure our borders is deliberate and a di-
rect threat to our democratic institu-
tions, as a growing number of nonciti-
zens are registered to vote and have
been found to vote in our local, State,
and Federal elections.

By allowing noncitizens to vote,
Democrats dilute the voice of every
American citizen, undermining what
should be a free and fair election.

Mr. Speaker, our country was built
on the principles of freedom, fairness,
and justice. This administration’s poli-
cies are a slap in the face to every im-
migrant who has followed a legal path
to citizenship, who has respected our
laws, and who has earned their right to
participate in our democracy. That is
something we should all agree on, we
should all support, and we should all
fight for. It is simple common sense.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this rule, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. LANGWORTHY) for yielding me the
customary 30 minutes, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this entire Republican
majority has been one gigantic, com-
plete, total failure, a complete mess
from day one with the majority in
charge. It is an embarrassment.
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We have 8 weeks left in the 118th
Congress to do our legislative work,
and instead of doing something to
make life better for anyone or, hell,
even the bare minimum, by stopping a
government shutdown, we are consid-
ering a no-good stopgap resolution that
extends funding into 2025.

My colleagues have to love this: The
gentleman from New York is on the
floor today trying to convince every-
one to vote for the bill when Repub-
licans cannot even convince their own
Members to vote for it. Seriously,
every minute I look at my phone, I see
another Republican defecting.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican man-
ager is wasting his time debating me.
He needs to be debating his Republican
friends who are coming out against the
bill in droves. Clearly, the majority
doesn’t have the votes for this awful
plan, so why are we wasting time here
in this House on a bill that has no
chance whatsoever of ever becoming
law?

Mr. Speaker, this is embarrassing for
the Republican side of the aisle. It is
mid-September. Republicans said the
majority would get all 12 separate ap-
propriation bills done before we left for
the August break. That is yet another
broken promise, among a long list from
Speaker JOHNSON, to add onto all the
broken promises from Speaker McCar-
thy before him.

House Republicans are once again
showing their deep disrespect for the
veteran community by proposing a 6-
month CR that shortchanges the VA
Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund by
$12 billion. That is morally reprehen-
sible and just plain cruel. These are our
veterans who we are talking about.
How the hell can Republicans turn
their backs on our veterans?

To be clear, this is the Republican
playbook: a big promise, and it gets
broken. Republicans promised we will
have a robust, effective appropriations
process, and it gets broken. Repub-
licans promised to continue supporting
our veterans, and it gets broken.

Now we are headed into another po-
tential shutdown, all because Members
on the other side of the aisle want to
play political games. To make matters
worse, Mr. Speaker, Republicans have
jammed the SAVE Act onto the CR be-
cause why not mix up government
funding with more ridiculous con-
spiracy theories about voter fraud?

I know why my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle want to bring
this bill to the floor. Republicans are
worried the majority won’t win in No-

vember without pushing conspiracy
theories.
Mr. Speaker, let’s set something

straight: Noncitizens cannot vote in
Federal elections. Let me repeat that:
Noncitizens cannot vote in Federal
elections. If they vote, it is illegal. It is
a crime.

Guess what? They have done studies.
Even conservative institutes say there
is no evidence that noncitizens voted
illegally in large enough numbers to
shift the outcome of any election.
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We all know what this is about. It is
not about voter fraud. This is part of
their Project 2025 plan to undermine
the vote count and take total control
of the government.

Mr. Speaker, the majority wants
power whether Republicans win or lose
at the ballot box, and so my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle will claim
voter fraud, whatever happens, the
facts be damned.

Do Republicans really want to talk
about the threat of voter fraud?

Let me remind the American people:
The only ones committing voter fraud
in an attempt to overthrow an election
are Republicans. We have seen this
movie before. Following Trump’s loss
in the 2020 election, he and his cronies
allegedly conspired to overturn the will
of the American people by submitting
fake electors to falsely certify that
Trump won the election. He didn’t win
the election. He lost the election.

What did those efforts get them: Doz-
ens of people across four States have
been indicted over this election fraud
scheme.

Republicans want to talk about the
threat of voter fraud. Give me a break.
Republicans are the threat.

This horrible CR will never become
law the way it is structured. We are
really just here wasting more time
after House Republicans failed to do
what they should have done months
ago.

This rule before us today would also
bring to the floor five bills that Repub-
licans claim will target China, five
bills that are actually weak on China,
five ineffective bills that don’t get the
job done and don’t represent a real at-
tempt to actually address some of the
very serious concerns we have about
the PRC.

Mr. Speaker, I have been a critic of
China’s human rights record for dec-
ades, longer than some of my col-
leagues have been in Congress. Hell, I
was sanctioned by the Chinese Govern-
ment in July. I can’t travel to China.
My wife can’t travel to China. My son
can’t travel to China. My daughter
can’t travel to China. I can’t even con-
verse with any Chinese officials.

I have written strong, effective bills
that would hold the PRC accountable,
and so they don’t like me. They sanc-
tion me, and I wear that sanction as a
badge of honor.

Let me be clear: These bills that the
gentleman referred to are not about
taking a strong stance against China.
They are poorly written, weak bills
that don’t get the job done. It is like
they are written for a press release. I
am sorry. That is because they are
meant for a press release and not about
serious legislating.

Believe it or not, we can strengthen
our national security. We can stand up
to China on human rights, and we can
support our veterans and make sure
they get the care that they need.
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We can fund the government. We can
do all of that and more if we work to-

September 10, 2024

gether. That is what people want. They
want us to behave like adults. Sadly,
Republican leadership is more inter-
ested in sound bites and FOX News
headlines heading into November than
they are about governing.

I say they would rather put politics
ahead of progress but, Mr. Speaker,
Project 2025 isn’t just politics. It is
weird. It is shameful. It is deeply
dystopian. It is dangerous stuff.

Americans are tired of this garbage,
and I think they are about to make
some very different choices starting
November.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
nominees for the Office of the Presi-
dent and also maintain decorum on
choice of vernacular.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

In case my colleague on the other
side of the aisle has a case of amnesia,
earlier this year, 195 Democrats proud-
ly voted ‘‘no” on the passage of H.R.
85680, the fiscal year 2025 Military Con-
struction-Veterans Affairs appropria-
tions bill.

This legislation includes $337.4 billion
for the VA, $75.5 million above Presi-
dent Biden’s own budget requests and
$30.2 billion more than the fiscal year
2024 levels. It allocates $112.6 billion for
medical care for our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, 195 House Democrats,
including my colleague from Massa-
chusetts, voted ‘‘no’ on this bill, with
Senate Democrats refusing to even
bring up the bill on the floor.

Every day they delay is a day that
veterans across America are left won-
dering if their healthcare, their bene-
fits, and their essential services will be
there next year. This is simply unac-
ceptable.

Senator CHUCK SCHUMER could bring
this bill forward tomorrow. We could
get this done for our veterans tomor-
row, but, instead, Senate Democrats
have decided to play politics with the
lives of our Nation’s heroes, labeling
this vital funding as dead on arrival
and offering no alternative while the
clock ticks down.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that my
Democratic colleagues across the aisle
stop playing politics in this Chamber
and in the upper Chamber prioritize
what really matters. Veterans across
this Nation depend on the services pro-
vided by the VA. Let’s stop the
hysteria and the political games.

Let’s pass this continuing resolution,
avoid a shutdown, and continue our
work to fully fund the VA. Our vet-
erans have given everything for us, and
I am asking my colleagues to give
them the support that they deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS),
distinguished chairman of the Rules
Committee.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Representative from New York for
yielding me the time.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
rule. I rise in support of the underlying
bills, in particular, H.R. 9494 to provide
continuing funding for the Government
of the United States for the next 6
months.

House Republicans have done the
work of funding our Federal agencies.
Our Appropriations Committee has
passed all 12 bills out of committee.
Five of those have passed on the floor.
Over 70 percent of the funding for the
Federal Government has already been
passed by the House.

Unfortunately, the Senate continues
to stall. To be clear, the Senate has not
passed a single appropriations bill.
Funding does expire at the end of this
month. September 30 occurs the same
time every year just like Christmas
and Halloween. It should not be a sur-
prise to the majority leader of the
United States Senate.

With funding expiring at the end of
this month, it is unfortunate but nec-
essary to pass a continuing resolution
so that the government continues to
operate while the other body continues
to stall.

Here is another thing: I, frankly, do
not understand why the President of
the United States would even consider
vetoing this legislative measure while
Members of his own party refuse to
come to the table to negotiate with Re-
publicans.

House Republicans will not be re-
sponsible if there is an appropriations
lapse. If there is an appropriations
lapse, that falls squarely on the shoul-
ders of the other body and the Demo-
crats in charge.

This is why I will be supporting the
passage of the continuing resolution.
We have to put personal politics aside
and do what is right for everyday
Americans.

We also have the opportunity in this
legislation to pass the SAVE Act,
which will ensure that only American
citizens have a voice in our elections.
It is against the law for teenagers to
buy alcohol, but sometimes they do, or
try to. That is stopped because they
have to show an ID at the counter.

We understand that it is illegal for
people who are not citizens to vote in
Federal elections, and yet sometimes
people try. Sometimes they are not
even aware that they are not supposed
to do that, but this will ensure that
only American citizens vote in Amer-
ican elections.

Unfortunately, in the Rules Com-
mittee yesterday, they said the quiet
part out loud. Why would the border
czar allow 12 million undocumented in-
dividuals into this country over the
last 3% years? The answer is, they
want them to become voters. The
SAVE Act prevents that from hap-
pening.

BEighty-six percent of Americans sup-
port the concept that American citi-
zens only should be voting in American
elections.

Thanks to the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration, illegal immigrants not only
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have a free pass across our border, but
soon to our ballot boxes. Election secu-
rity is national security. The choice is
simple: Vote for election integrity or
vote for foreign influence and rising
crime.

For my part, I believe we need to
pass this commonsense legislation
today. We need to pass it this week.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port this rule today and the underlying
legislation that only American citizens
vote in American elections.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

It is unbelievable. All we heard last
night and all we are hearing now on
the House floor from the other side is
that it is the Senate’s fault. That is
the reason why House Republicans
aren’t doing their job and that is why
they are pushing this misguided CR is
because of Senate Democrats. We heard
that again today.

Guess what: Even Republican Sen-
ators hate this CR plan.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to include a link to an article in
the RECORD from NewsNation titled,
‘““House GOP government funding plan
gets chilly reception from Senate Re-
publicans.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUARTE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Massachu-
setts?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. The link is: https:/
www.newsnationnow.com/the-hill/
house-gop-government-funding-plan-
gets-chilly-reception-from-senate
-republicans/

Mr. Speaker, their own Republican
colleagues are worried that this ‘“‘meas-
ure requiring proof of citizenship to
register to vote could complicate the
stopgap funding bill’s path,” and that
this ‘“‘comes dangerously close to risk-
ing a shutdown.”

Here is an idea: If Republicans are so
serious about the CR, maybe they
should have done some work to shore
up support within their own party.

However, let me just talk about how
Republicans feel about this CR.

ToM MASSIE on the Rules Committee
tweeted: ‘I am voting Hell No on the
‘continuing resolution and the other
matter act’ this week. I don’t care
which bright shiny object is attached
to it, or which fake fight we start and
won’t finish.”

The gentleman from New York de-
cided to talk about national security.
Here is another news flash for the gen-
tleman: The top Republican national
security expert in the House, the Re-
publican chairman of the House Armed
Services Committee, MIKE ROGERS,
says he is a ‘“‘no” on the CR. He says it
is bad for the Pentagon. He hopes other
HASC members will vote ‘“‘no’’ too.

That is your top guy on national se-
curity. He is voting ‘“‘no.”

It is reported from Melanie Zanona
that ‘“‘Representative CORY MILLS says
he has informed the whip team that he
is a no on the 6-month CR plus SAVE
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Act. Also says there are ‘quite a few’
other Republicans who are against it
who haven’t said so publicly yet.”

MATT ROSENDALE tweets: ‘1 year
later, the same old theatrics by the
D.C. cartel. I have never voted for a
CR, and I never intend to.”

John Bresnahan reports that Rep-
resentative JIM BANKS is a ‘“‘no’ on the
CR.

Jordain Carney reports that Rep-
resentative BURCHETT says he is cur-
rently a ‘‘no” on the CR plus SAVE
plan. He says there are many, many
others that want to vote no.

MARJORIE TAYLOR GREENE is a no on
everything, so she is no on this, as
well.

I have to be honest with the gen-
tleman, your problem isn’t House
Democrats or Senate Democrats; your
problem is House Republicans. You
can’t even get consensus amongst your
own Members of your own party.

This is ridiculous that we are here
debating this rule to bring up a CR
that is going nowhere fast.

Last night in the Rules Committee,
Representative MASSIE said: ‘‘This
SAVE Act isn’t going to save any-
thing.”

Representative MASSIE, as everybody
knows, is a prominent leader in the Re-
publican caucus. He says, and particu-
larly because ‘‘it ain’t never going to
become law. It’s a false promise to get
all the Republicans half pregnant.
Then you’re going to get fully pregnant
by the end of September when you vote
for this CR. . . . ” That is not going to
have—‘‘I hate to break it to you, and
I'm not telling you anything special. I
hate to break it to the Republicans,
you ain’t getting the SAVE Act.”

Then he concludes by saying: But
“This is political theater,” folks. I
have to tell you, it is bad political the-
ater, and it is pathetic.

Here we are at this late day ap-
proaching a government shutdown and
we get this garbage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3% minutes to
the gentlewoman from New Mexico
(Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ), a distin-
guished member of the Rules Com-
mittee.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Ranking Member
McGOVERN for pointing out what we
heard last night.

This is all political theater. That is
what we heard last night. That is what
we are hearing on the floor today, but
is that what I heard when I was in New
Mexico? No. In New Mexico, what I
heard in the fields and at the markets
was ranchers and farmers actually anx-
iously asking about the farm bill. What
I heard was veterans who marched in
the Bean Day parade describing how
their health would suffer dramatically
if we don’t pass the VA supplemental.
Families told me they want Congress
to work together on a bipartisan mat-
ter, which this is not. They want us to
work together to make their lives bet-
ter.
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We have 12 legislative days to do
Congress’ basic job: Fund the govern-
ment, fund veterans’ programs, fund
emergency programs, pass a farm bill.

Instead of funding our Nation’s obli-
gations, the Republicans are toying
with a government shutdown, yet
again. Instead, the Republicans Armed
Services Committee chair called this
temporary funding terrible. Your own
chair of Armed Services called this ter-
rible.

Their CR also fails to fund disaster
relief as wildfires, hurricanes, and
floods devastate the countryside. Busi-
nesses and neighbors in New Mexico
and across the country won’t get the
emergency relief they deserve unless
Congress funds FEMA.

Instead of living up to their obliga-
tions, Republicans are using this fund-
ing deadline to make it harder for
American citizens to vote. They have
included their voting restriction bill as
a poison pill on this CR.

What is the real-life consequence of
their voting restriction bill? With a
military ID, you can fight and die for
this country, but Republicans won’t let
you use it alone to register to vote.

Why would House Republicans make
it harder for servicemembers, for re-
cently married or divorced women, for
Native Americans, and for rural Ameri-
cans to register and vote?

Republicans and their Presidential
campaigners are fabricating a lie that
noncitizens vote to sow fear and dis-
trust of our elections. They are push-
ing their Project 2025 agenda today.

New Mexicans don’t want us to make
it harder for them to vote. They are
concerned about how hard it is to live.
Yesterday, in the Rules Committee, a
Republican witness said we could wait
until later to take care of veterans
funding. Why wait?

Instead of do-nothing messaging bills
and a politicized CR that is going no-
where, we should prioritize our vet-
erans now. We should prioritize dis-
aster relief funding now. We should
pass a farm bill that helps our rural
communities now.

Mr. Speaker, this rule fails our mili-
tary. It fails our veterans, families, and
neighbors. I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote now on
this rule.

O 1300

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, we
heard a lot of fiction there. We have
heard false and frankly ridiculous
claims that the SAVE Act makes it
harder for certain Americans, includ-
ing our servicemembers, to vote.

If my Democratic colleagues took
the time to actually read the bill, they
would see that under the SAVE Act,
servicemembers can show their pass-
port, birth certificate, military ID,
record of service, or any combination
of these other options as proof of citi-
zenship.

There is absolutely nothing in this
legislation that restricts or com-
plicates voting for our servicemen and
-women. To suggest otherwise is just
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patently false, but it is also insulting.
It implies that those who serve our
country, those who risk their lives to
defend our freedoms, are somehow less
capable of meeting these simple and
straightforward requirements.

Mr. Speaker, our servicemen and
-women deserve better. They sacrifice
for our Nation, and we owe it to them
and to all Americans to uphold the in-
tegrity of our elections by enforcing
the laws of our land. Instead, Demo-
crats across the country are unwilling
to do so.

Take my own State, New York. A
noncitizen can register to vote without
a Social Security number, without an
ID. Before coming to Congress, I fought
against New York City’s outrageous at-
tempts to allow noncitizens, including
illegal aliens, to vote in local elections.

In the face of what States like New
York are doing, what the District of
Columbia has tried to do, and with mil-
lions of illegal aliens flooding into our
country under the Biden-Harris admin-
istration, we need these safeguards in
place today.

Just last month, the State of Texas
announced it had removed 6,500 non-
citizens from their voter rolls, with
nearly 2,000 of those noncitizens re-
corded to have a voter history. Vir-
ginia also removed 6,000 noncitizens
from their voter rolls.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot take the
issue of voter fraud lightly. We cannot
rely on the honor system, as much as
the other side of the aisle thinks it is
A-OK to not require a photo ID in this
country to vote.

We can’t take the honor system for
our Federal elections, especially when
we have millions and millions of illegal
immigrants residing in this country
and thousands of noncitizens registered
to vote across this country.

Make no mistake, the flood at our
southern border, the 10 million encoun-
ters at our southern border, isn’t by ac-
cident. It was at the stroke of 94 sepa-
rate executive actions with Joe Biden’s
pen, with Kamala Harris cackling in
the background, that this has hap-
pened.

Bet your bottom dollar that if some-
how, by some miraculous effort, they
have the White House, the Senate, and
the House next year, they are going to
get to work lickety-split on the biggest
amnesty plan this country has ever
had. They will all be voters, mark my
words.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

My God, the Republicans must be
really afraid of losing the November
election if the conspiracy theories are
already starting up this early.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to include in the RECORD an arti-
cle from the Cato Institute titled:
“Noncitizens Don’t Illegally Vote in
Detectable Numbers.”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?
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There was no objection.

[From the CATO Institute, Nov. 25, 2020]
NONCITIZENS DON’T ILLEGALLY VOTE IN
DETECTABLE NUMBERS
(By Alex Nowrasteh)

One of the most frequent and less serious
criticisms that comes across my desk is that
immigration is bad because non-citizens vote
illegally in such large numbers that sway
elections. A new report by James D. Agresti,
pushed by some news outlets, argues that the
number of noncitizens who illegally voted in
2020 substantially increased Biden’s vote
share but did not affect the outcome of the
election. It has been illegal for non-citizens
to vote for federal elected officials since 1996,
so these noncitizen voters would all be
breaking federal law. Is the Agresti paper re-
liable? Are large numbers of noncitizens vot-
ing in federal elections to such an extent
that several states voted for Biden as a re-
sult?

No, but to understand why you have to fol-
low how the Agresti paper arrived at its con-
clusion. The Agresti report relies on a peer-
reviewed academic paper by political sci-
entists Jesse T. Richman, Gulshan A.
Chattha, and David C. Earnest that was pub-
lished in 2014 that estimates the rate at
which noncitizens voted for president in 2008.
Their paper relies upon responses to the Co-
operative Congressional Election Study
(CCES) for the 2008 election that found a sub-
stantial proportion of noncitizens voted in
that year. The Agresti paper combined two
figures from the Richman, Chattha, and Ear-
nest paper to get their primary estimate
that 15.8 percent of noncitizens voted in 2008.
Agresti then apples that 15.8 percent rate to
the non-citizen population in swing states in
2020 to reach their conclusion.

The big problem, as explained in two suc-
cinct pieces, is that non-citizens voting ille-
gally is a small subset of a small population
of Americans measured in the CCES survey.
In the CCES survey, as in any survey, a cer-
tain number of respondents click the wrong
box. Thus, some respondents will incorrectly
click that they are non-citizens by accident
and that they voted. Or they will make any
number of other errors. This general problem
is called measurement error and it afflicts
every survey. These errors are common in
surveys, but if it surveys enough people and
there isn’t a tragic flaw in design that causes
large numbers of people to make the same
error, then it doesn’t matter much for the
final result.

The problem is that the authors focused on
a small number of non-citizens in a very
large survey that likely accidentally said
they were noncitizens who voted when they
were really citizens who voted. The CCES
survey asked about 20,000 people how they
voted and about 19,500 of them said that they
were U.S. citizens. Since the CCES is about
federal elections, it oversamples citizens who
can vote and under sample non-citizens who
can’t vote. In fact, the number of reported
non-citizens in the CCES survey who said
they voted in a federal election is just about
exactly the number who should have
misidentified themselves as non-citizens in
such a large survey:

This problem arises because the survey was
not designed to sample non-citizens, and the
non-citizen category in the citizenship ques-
tion is included for completeness and to
identify those respondents who might be
non-citizens. We expect that most of that
group are in fact non-citizens (85 of 105), but
the very low level of misclassification of
citizens, who comprise 97.4 percent of the
sample, means that we expect that 19 ‘‘non-
citizen” respondents (16.5 percent of all re-
ported non-citizens) are citizens who are
misclassified. And, those misclassified people
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can readily account for the observed vote
among those who reported that they are non-
citizens [emphasis added].

Survey misuse, misdesign, and misinter-
pretation is a serious problem that we all
witnessed right after the 2020 election. This
strain of research appears to be another in-
stance of that. There are likely many prob-
lems with America’s voting system and there
is no doubt that a non-zero number of non-
citizens illegally voted, but there is no good
evidence that noncitizens voted illegally in
large enough numbers to actually shift the
outcome of elections or even change the
number of electoral votes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at a
press conference on the SAVE Act, the
Speaker of the House said: ‘“We all
know, intuitively, that a lot of illegals
are voting in Federal elections, but it
has not been something that is easily
provable. We don’t have that number.”

Mr. Speaker, this body legislates
based on facts, not on intuition or con-
spiracy theories. Maybe it is time for
House Republicans to get serious about
their jobs and stop making laws based
off their absurd conspiracy theories.

Again, I say to the gentleman after
that little rant that maybe he needs to
be talking to his Republican Members,
who all have basically said that the in-
clusion of the SAVE Act on this hor-
rific CR is basically a gimmick. It is a
gimmick to get people to look some-
place else and not look at the fact that
Republicans are not doing their job.

If we want to talk about an insult to
our men and women in uniform, then I
hope that they will join with me in de-
feating the previous question. If we de-
feat the previous question, I will offer
an amendment to the rule to include
$12 billion that our Nation’s veterans
need for their healthcare, $12 billion
that the House Republicans decided, in-
tentionally, to leave out of their par-
tisan continuing resolution.

Mr. Speaker, with this unserious and
unacceptable continuing resolution,
Republicans are not only risking dis-
aster assistance and domestic invest-
ments, but they are also shortchanging
veterans and jeopardizing their care.

An additional $12 billion is needed be-
fore the new year to maintain medical
care for veterans. That is just a fact.

The House Republican bill does not
include a single dollar of the $12 billion
needed, shortchanging veterans and
jeopardizing the medical services they
need and have earned.

Mr. Speaker, our veterans deserve
our support. It is our responsibility to
provide the care that they have earned.
This inadequate continuing resolution
does not meet the moment, which is
why I am giving my Republican col-
leagues the chance now to do the right
thing and include the funding for our
veterans in this continuing resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to include the text of my amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with any ex-
traneous material, immediately prior
to the vote on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?
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There was no objection.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, there
were lots of things that were left out of
this CR, and the Republicans came up
with a manager’s amendment to try to
address that, but they left out the $12
billion for our veterans.

They left out $12 billion for our vet-
erans. I don’t understand that. There is
no explanation for that. It is so wrong.

To discuss our proposal, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. RUIZ).

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in opposition to the Republican-led, 6-
month continuing resolution that will
devastate veterans and jeopardize their
care.

In 2022, when I helped lead the pas-
sage of the Honoring our PACT Act
through Congress, we promised vet-
erans with exposures to toxic burn pits
and other toxins that they would be
taken care of. In fact, just last week, I
hosted my annual Veterans University,
and I heard from veterans directly
about the life-changing impact PACT
Act benefits have had on their lives.

An additional $12 billion is needed be-
fore the new year to maintain this
medical care for veterans, but this CR
bill provides zero dollars for veterans’
medical services and restricts access to
the medical care they earned and de-
serve.

According to the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, without the $12 bil-
lion, the VA would have insufficient
funding to maintain medical care oper-
ations for veterans through fiscal year
2025.

The additional funds requested for
the toxic exposure fund is largely due
to the overwhelming increase in PACT
Act enrollment. Our veterans need the
medical care.

The success of the PACT Act has
been evident in my district alone,
where over 5,200 veterans have filed a
claim.

Without this funding, the VA needs
to begin addressing any potential
shortfall as early as the first quarter of
fiscal year 2025.

This continuing resolution pulls the
rug from under the feet of veterans
who are finally receiving access to care
and benefits that they have fought for
for almost a decade.

The extreme House Republican ma-
jority seems uninterested in those
commitments to veterans, and they are
shortchanging veterans $12 billion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
defeat the previous question.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to reiterate
the fact. It is very simple. House Re-
publicans have passed their Veterans
appropriations bill. We passed it above
the request of President Biden or who-
ever is drafting the President’s re-
quests at this hour.

The people who have had a lot to say
in this Chamber today, they all decided
to vote ‘‘no.” They voted ‘“‘no’ for our
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veterans’ healthcare. They voted ‘‘no”
for opportunities to expand veteran
benefits.

They did it for politics. They did it
because it wasn’t their idea. This
House Republican majority has funded
the VA above and beyond President
Biden’s request for the last 2 fiscal
years, and we are very proud of that
fact, and we will continue to do so.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues across
the aisle have expressed outrage over
the inclusion of the SAVE Act in to-
day’s continuing resolution, but let’s
be clear: The American people over-
whelmingly disagree with their posi-
tion.

According to a 2022 YouGov poll,
nearly two-thirds of Americans support
requiring proof of citizenship to vote in
elections, and even more telling, 48
percent of Democrats—yes, Demo-
crats—agree that proof of U.S. citizen-
ship should be required.

In 2022, a Gallup poll further under-
scored that 79 percent of Americans
favor photo identification require-
ments to vote, and that includes 53 per-
cent of Democratic voters.

Just this year, the Pew Research
Center found that 81 percent of Ameri-
cans want all voters to show govern-
ment-issued photo identification to
cast a vote, and 69 percent of Demo-
crats back this commonsense safe-
guard. Why won’t they? That is the
question. What are they afraid of to re-
quire someone to prove who they say
that they are?

These aren’t poison pills. This isn’t
partisanship. They are overwhelmingly
bipartisan views shared by a vast ma-
jority of commonsense Americans.

Yet, my colleagues would rather
cater to a fringe element in this coun-
try within their party than listen to
the clear will of the American people.
Instead of supporting reasonable safe-
guards to protect our elections and pre-
vent foreign interference, they con-
tinue to block widely supported meas-
ures. They claim to be defenders
against foreign interference in our
election, yet today, they turn their
back on protecting the sanctity of the
vote.

The numbers don’t lie, though. Under
the Biden-Harris administration, at
least 4.6 million illegal aliens have
been released into our country, with 1.8
million got-aways. We don’t know
where they are. We don’t know who
they are. We don’t know why they are
here. Those are just the ones that we
are aware of.

With millions of illegal immigrants,
including violent criminals, now resid-
ing in the United States, we cannot af-
ford to ignore the critical need to en-
sure that only American citizens de-
cide the future of our Nation.

This isn’t just about policy. It is a
moral imperative to protect the
foundational rights of American citi-
zZens.

It is time for our Democratic col-
leagues to put aside their partisanship
and listen to 81 percent of the Amer-
ican people who support this and stop



H5116

threatening a shutdown over common-
sense election safeguards.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Oh, my God. I don’t even know where
to begin, to be honest with you. There
is just so much there.

First of all, let me read from a letter
that the Secretary of Defense sent to
all of us here in Congress. He said: ‘A
6-month CR would set us significantly
behind in meeting our pacing challenge
highlighted in our National Defense
Strategy, the People’s Republic of
China. The PRC is the only global com-
petitor with both the intent and capa-
bility to change the international
order. The PRC does not operate under
CRs. Our ability to execute our strat-
egy is contingent upon our ability to
innovate and modernize to meet this
challenge, which cannot happen under
a CR. Asking the Department to com-
pete with the PRC, let alone manage
conflicts in Europe and the Middle
East, while under a lengthy CR, ties
our hands behind our back while ex-
pecting us to be agile and to accelerate
progress.” That is what the Secretary
of Defense sent to Congress.

Republicans are here with a bunch of
fake anti-China bills that will never
become law, but what they are actually
doing is hurting our national security.

This approach, their CR, is hurting
our national security. It is not just the
Secretary of Defense saying that. As I
said earlier, the Republican chairman
of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee has said it, and that is why he
is opposing the Republican CR, so let’s
get that straight.

The other thing is, on the SAVE Act,
it is true that a military ID alone is
not sufficient to meet the criteria of
the SAVE Act. Is that how we thank
the men and women who serve our
country?

In fact, many Americans don’t have
the kind of identification required to
be able to comply with the SAVE Act,
but that is even beside the point be-
cause, as Republican after Republican
has said, this is a gimmick. This is
going nowhere. This is just a sound
bite during an election. This is not
real. This is all theater. That is not me
saying it. It is Republican after Repub-
lican saying that.

In terms of helping our veterans, let
me tell you, Republicans keep talking
about the $112 billion in the bill for VA
care, but guess what? These dollars
were already provided in last year’s
bill.

Both VA and OMB say that these dol-
lars are insufficient and that they need
an additional $12 billion or our vet-
erans’ care will be affected. That is
what has been said to Republicans and
Democrats over and over again.

O 1315

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides zero
additional dedicated funding for vets
with toxic exposures. Zero. I don’t un-
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derstand why, when you are trying to
fix some of the omissions in the man-
ager’s amendment that was put in in
the Rules Committee, this could not
have been added. These are our vet-
erans. These are people who have
served our country. These are people
who have been exposed to toxic chemi-
cals who are battling with all kinds of
illnesses and diseases.

The least we can do is make sure the
funding is there so they can get ade-
quate healthcare. This bill provides
none of that $12 billion. I don’t under-
stand what my Republican friends are
thinking.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
am prepared to close, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire how much time I have remain-
ing?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 6 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, we have 3 weeks left to
ensure that our government doesn’t
shut down. Instead of working with
Democrats to keep the government
open, what we have here is an awful,
cynical, partisan continuing resolution
that has exactly zero chance of becom-
ing law. Hell, as I said earlier, it may
not even pass the Republican-con-
trolled Congress.

It is like Republicans won’t even try
to get the job done. They have passed 4
appropriations bills out of 12. That is
it, and they want a trophy for that. I
mean, it is pathetic how little work
has been done in this House.

Again, they have sent a grand total
of four appropriations bills to the Sen-
ate, although listening to them last
night at the Rules Committee, you
would think they had completed all
their work and everything is wonder-
ful. Imagine thinking 30 percent was a
passing grade. It is pathetic.

At the end of the day, the Republican
majority has failed the American peo-
ple, and the Republican majority has
failed the American people miserably.
They want to condition keeping our
government open on a Project 2025 pipe
dream to disenfranchise millions of
Americans at the ballot box. Let me be
clear, the SAVE Act is not about tar-
geting undocumented immigrants. It is
about suppressing the vote of millions
of American citizens.

Again, I point out what happened in
the last election. The person who shall
not be named by name lost but didn’t
want to accept the loss and instructed
people to go out there and to submit
fraudulent electors to try to stoke all
these conspiracy theories.

Multiple people are now under indict-
ment for trying to overturn the legiti-
mate results of the last election. The
threat to our democracy, the threat to
our election integrity, is the Repub-
licans.
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My friends are willing to rip $12 bil-
lion away from our sick veterans all to
play political games. What is wrong
with them, Mr. Speaker? They are pur-
suing poorly written, bad bills that are
soft on China when we could be doing
the real work, teaming up across the
aisle to strengthen our national secu-
rity. It is a joke. It is a joke. It is em-
barrassing. All they bring to the table
is destruction, disruption, dysfunction,
and the dystopian Project 2025. Every
measure before us today is a bad deal.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
defeat the previous question so we can
help our veterans. I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘no” on the rule and on the un-
derlying bills.

Mr. Speaker, we have to do better. If
the government shuts down because of
their dysfunction, real people in this
country get hurt. We need to come to-
gether and get our work done. Enough
of this partisan garbage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
nominees for the Office of the Presi-
dent.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

These accusations, Mr. Speaker, are
not just dishonest, they are a pathetic
act of desperation. In their scramble to
smear Republicans, they have dug up
some obscure policy document that
was never endorsed by President
Trump, or any House Republican for
that matter.

Now they have thrown everything
they can against the wall, hoping to
scare the American people with their
usual tactics of lies, deception, and
paranoia. This, Mr. Speaker, is the
Democratic playbook for 2024. When
you are failing, manufacture some
more fear.

The reality is stark. Democrats are
in complete disarray. They are heading
into November on a runaway train. Mr.
Speaker, it would be laughable if their
policies didn’t have such dire impact
on the American people.

Now, in a desperate, flailing attempt
to distract from their catastrophic
record of the last 3% years, they are
trying to shift the focus away from the
wreckage they have left in their wake.
Their policies have bankrupted this
country, emboldened our enemies,
thrown our borders wide open, and
crushed the American people under the
weight of skyrocketing costs and eco-
nomic insecurity.

Here is the thing, Mr. Speaker:
Americans are just smarter than that.
No matter how much they try to
spread their undiagnosed cases of
Trump derangement syndrome, no
matter how many obscure documents
they try to pin on House Republicans,
they can’t run from their abject record
of failure. The American people see it.
They feel it every day at the gas pump,
at the grocery store, when they are
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paying their insurance bill, when they
are trying to buy a new car, when a
young family is trying to get into their
first home. In their wallets, in their
communities, in the safety of their
communities, they feel it. Democrats
can’t hide from the disaster they have
created, and no amount of finger-point-
ing is going to change that.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle have made it
clear that they would rather play polit-
ical games as we work to fund the gov-
ernment and avoid a shutdown. They
would rather hoot and holler about
spending levels in one department than
vote for a commonsense appropriations
bill or to create a stopgap so that we
can continue our work and make sure
that we don’t have a shutdown. They
would rather stand in full-blown oppo-
sition to straightforward provisions
that would deter voter fraud and en-
sure our elections are fair, free, and
protected as a fundamental right of
real American citizens.

My colleagues would also like to
stand before us today and oppose com-
monsense legislation that ensures that
we put America first in our dealings
with our greatest adversary, China,
and any entity or international organi-
zation that is connected or subservient
to the Chinese Communist Party.

We must do what the Biden-Harris
administration has time and time
again refused to do in its policies to-
ward China—put the interests and the
needs and the security of the American
people absolutely first.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
rule before us today.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 1430 OFFERED BY
MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS

In Section 6, after ‘‘accompanying this res-
olution” insert ‘‘and the amendment speci-
fied in section 7 of this resolution”.

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 7. The amendment referred to in sec-
tion 6 is as follows:

‘““Page 23, after line 5, insert the following
new section:

In addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes, there are appropriated,
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for investment in the de-
livery of veterans’ health care associated
with exposure to environmental hazards, the
expenses incident to the delivery of veterans’
health care and benefits associated with ex-
posure to environmental hazards, and med-
ical and other research relating to exposure
to environmental hazards, as authorized by
section 324 of title 38, United States Code,
$12,000,000,000, which shall remain available
until September 30, 2029.”

Mr. LANGWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

on
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MURPHY) at 1 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Ordering the previous question on
House Resolution 1430;

Adoption of House Resolution 1430, if
ordered; and

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 1103.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1398, PROTECT AMER-
ICA’S INNOVATION AND ECO-
NOMIC SECURITY FROM CCP ACT
OF 2024; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1425, NO WHO
PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS
TREATY WITHOUT SENATE AP-
PROVAL ACT; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1516,
DHS RESTRICTIONS ON CONFU-
CIUS INSTITUTES AND CHINESE
ENTITIES OF CONCERN ACT;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 7980, END CHINESE DOMI-
NANCE OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES
IN AMERICA ACT OF 2024; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 9456, PROTECTING AMER-
ICAN AGRICULTURE FROM FOR-
EIGN ADVERSARIES ACT OF 2024;
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 9494, CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS AND OTHER
MATTERS ACT, 2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering
the previous question on the resolution
(H. Res. 1430) providing for comnsider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1398) to establish
the CCP Initiative program, and for
other purposes; providing for consider-
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ation of the bill (H.R. 1425) to require
any convention, agreement, or other
international instrument on pandemic
prevention, preparedness