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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. NORMAN).

——————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 11, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RALPH
NORMAN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

MEDICAL DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, no one
should go bankrupt because they get
sick.

I was proud to be able to join Direc-
tor Chopra of the CFPB along with
Congresswoman DEBBIE DINGELL in
hosting a roundtable on the impact of
medical debt on our families.

We talked about the groundbreaking
proposal by the Biden administration
that would change the lives of millions

of people where we would ban and pro-
hibit medical debt from appearing on
people’s credit reports.

I know this step is long overdue, hav-
ing introduced legislation like the Re-
storing Unfairly Impaired Credit and
Protecting Consumers Act which would
prohibit outright the reporting of med-
ical debt on consumer reports.

Today, 15 million Americans have $49
billion in medical debt on their credit
reports. In Wayne County, which is the
largest county in Michigan, nearly one
in six residents have medical debt.

Behind these numbers are real peo-
ple. They are our families, whose lives
are being impacted by this crushing
burden all because they got sick.

We heard this firsthand from one of
my residents, Livonia resident Erika
Price, who was devastated by our bro-
ken healthcare system while watching
her husband’s body deteriorate.

For many, medical debt means sleep-
less nights worrying about making
ends meet. Some families go bankrupt.
Others lose their homes.

This is wrong, and, again, no one
chooses to be sick.

The burden of medical debt can also
haunt families by lowering their credit
score, preventing them from getting a
job, being able to rent a home, or even
be able to get a car or a small business
loan.

To address this crisis, I joined Sen-
ator BERNIE SANDERS and Congressman
RO KHANNA in introducing the Medical
Debt Cancellation Act to eliminate
medical debt completely.

We know that we have sick care in
our country, not healthcare. We know
that this is also an economic and social
justice issue and that many of our low-
income families, our most vulnerable,
some of my seniors even with insur-
ance, are starting to see medical debt
rise. We also know many of our Black
and Latino neighbors are more likely
to be impacted.

We know that without Medicare for
All, millions of people will lack cov-
erage while expenses continue to rise.

We all deserve so much better than a
broken healthcare system that profits
off of sickness and leaves more than 20
million people without health insur-
ance.

No one should lose their home or
have to declare bankruptcy because
they got sick. Medical debt should
never haunt someone financially. This
body must take action to relieve this
burden for many of our residents.

MICHIGAN NEEDS PUBLIC POWER

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I am sick
and tired of DTE Energy’s corporate
greed, while many residents suffer the
consequences and go days without
power in Michigan.

Our families can’t afford more power
outages that spoil their groceries. And
guess what? They only get $25, some-
times $35 in reimbursement. It ruins
their medicine that is in the refrig-
erator. It leaves our neighbors without
access to critical medical devices, all
because DTE would rather pay out
their executives—look it up—and their
shareholders rather than ensure reli-
ability.

They defer maintenance and would
rather pay their shareholders instead
of making sure the grid is strong and
reliable.

Last month, with record-breaking
heat waves, temperatures reached 95
degrees in southeast Michigan while
over 200,000 residents went without
power due to DTE Energy’s failure to
invest in their infrastructure upgrades
while continuing to raise rates on our
families.

The company made $1.4 billion in
profits last year alone. Their CEO,
Jerry Norcia, makes $10 million a year,
but they are begging the Michigan
Public Service Commission to approve
more rate hikes—I think it is the third
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or fourth already—and asking our resi-
dents to pick up the tab for their ex-
ecutives to travel on corporate jets. It
is shameful.

The Michigan Public Service Com-
mission should reject these outrageous
rate increases. They are not reason-
able. They are not fair. We need utili-
ties that serve the people, not share-
holders.

We need public power. DTE and other
for-profit utilities should be turned
into publicly owned and operated serv-
ices. We see it over and over again by
DTE’s actions that we cannot allow
these corporations to continue because
they are always going to put profit be-
fore our people.

FALLING SHORT

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act,
or IDEA, is often hailed as landmark
civil rights law or the most important
civil rights laws in our country offer-
ing a promise of equal education for all
of our children with disabilities.

We continue to fall short though in
this promise.

The 50-year-old law is underfunded to
this day. We passed it in 1975, and we
promised to pay 40 percent of the cost
of the Federal mandate on our school
districts, and we are only reaching
about 14 to sometimes 17 percent.

We are not doing enough.

Paraprofessionals alone in Detroit
are working without a contract right
now. Our Federal Government needs to
cover 40 percent of the extra costs of
special education.

——

CHINA IS A SIGNIFICANT THREAT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. ALFORD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the most pressing
national security threat to our Nation
right now: the Chinese Communist
Party.

The CCP is engaged in a full-scale in-
fluence and espionage operation right
here in the United States of America.

From Confucius Institutes to
TikTok, and from spy balloons to intel-
lectual property theft, the CCP’s mis-
sion is quite clear: to collect our data,
to infiltrate our country from within,
and to become the world’s sole super-
power.

Mr. Speaker, plain and simple, we
need to make a change.

We must recognize the significant
threat that Communist China poses.
We must decouple ourselves from our
dependence on China. We must restore
strong American leadership around the
globe. We must ban our adversaries
like China from buying U.S. farmland.
We must put an end to their data col-
lection schemes.

Mr. Speaker, we must stand behind
our ally Taiwan. The path forward is
clear: peace through strength and a
resolute leader in the White House.

GOLD STAR CEREMONY

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I want to

speak from my heart right now on a
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subject matter that we dealt with yes-
terday in the rotunda not too many
feet from this House floor.

I was honored to be at the ceremony
yesterday for the 13 Gold Star families,
the 13 servicemembers who bravely
gave their lives 3 years ago on the wall
at Abbey Gate due to a decision made
by a failed administration to get all
American troops out of Afghanistan, to
leave them there—our allies—clinging
to the wheels of aircraft as they tried
to escape the grip of the Taliban. It
was a flawed decision.

This administration never apologized
to those 13 families for that critical
mistake in our world history. Yester-
day, someone finally had the guts to
apologize to those families: our Speak-
er, MIKE JOHNSON. I applaud him for
that.

The highest honor that Congress can
bestow, the Congressional Gold Medal,
was given posthumously to those 13
brave individuals, including Lance Cor-
poral Jared Schmitz from Missouri.

I realize that that apology and that
acknowledgment and those Congres-
sional Gold Medals will never com-
pletely heal those families, but I do
think it was a step in the right direc-
tion.

I was honored to have dinner with
some of those families last night along
with DARRELL ISsA, KEN CALVERT, and
BRIAN MAST, sitting down with those
families and just hearing their stories
and how much it meant to be in that
rotunda yesterday, and for our Nation
to finally acknowledge that it was a
mistake. This administration has never
done that, and I think they will have
to live with that.

I am glad that our Speaker awarded
those Gold Star medals, and I am glad
we came together. It was bipartisan
yesterday in that rotunda, make no
mistake. I think we all felt the pain of
those family members.

I just left the rotunda and came back
over here. I love going to the rotunda
every morning when I can and seeing
people come in for the very first time.
They look up, and they see the pictures
painted by people, like Trumbull and
others, who have painted representa-
tions of our heroes. To have those 13
heroes with their pictures in that ro-
tunda yesterday was very fitting.

Mr. Speaker, I just want those fami-
lies to know that we stand with them.
We will never forget them. We have
their backs. I hope someday we can re-
gain their respect.

Life is precious, but those willing to
give the ultimate sacrifice to our Na-
tion deserve our complete respect. I
thank the families and their service-
members for giving it all for our great
Nation.

A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, lastly, I
want to reflect on today, 9/11, as a day
of remembrance. This is now the 23rd
anniversary of the fateful date in U.S.
history when Islamic terrorists on
planes loaded with people crashed into
the World Trade Center.
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Let’s keep that memory alive.

PARTISAN CHAOS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, here we are once again. My
Republican colleagues have decided to
end the 118th Congress the same way
they started it; not with a serious
budget but with partisan chaos.

Let’s look at the last 2 years. First,
the GOP manufactured a debt ceiling
crisis and took our economy hostage.
Despite that, we came together as
Democrats and negotiated in good
faith. We struck a bipartisan deal, and
we signed it into law, but the Repub-
licans tore it up. They have ignored it
ever since.

They have driven us to the edge of a
government shutdown four times, all
to take money out of the pockets of
hardworking families and stuff the
pockets of billionaires.

It is the same plan every single time:
manufacture a crisis then make work-
ing people pay the price, cut their
healthcare, delay their retirement, lay
off the teachers.

Well, this week, they have decided to
run this same play for a fifth time.
They have brought another extreme
partisan bill to the floor.

Speaker JOHNSON said yesterday:

. . it’s the right thing to do.” The
right thing to do?

Today is 9/11, the 23rd commemora-
tion of the horrors that were befallen
upon us on that day, and I, too, was at
the ceremony honoring those heroes
that we lost in Afghanistan.
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So coming up $12 billion short for our
veterans’ healthcare and endangering
their disability checks, that is the
right thing to do?

Compromising our national security,
cutting Social Security’s ability to
meet the needs of our seniors, and even
defunding election security?

That is the right thing to do?

Come on. They know this is the
wrong thing to do.

So why are we doing it?

Why this reckless 6-month CR?

It is for one reason: Donald Trump’s
Project 2025.

The GOP wants to delay this fight
past the election into next year all in
the hopes that they have a better
chance at enacting Trump’s extreme
agenda.

What is that agenda?

Ending Social Security and Medicare
as we know them, auctioning off the
VA to for-profit corporations, cutting
our school budgets in half, eliminating
the Department of Education, elimi-
nating Head Start, raising the cost of
childcare, imposing a national sales
tax, rationing healthcare for working
families, and enacting a nationwide
abortion ban.
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The Republicans have shown us their
plans for a second Trump term. They
have told us it will be even worse than
his first. We should believe them.

The American people reject this ex-
tremism, and so should the GOP. Let’s
pass a bipartisan funding agreement
that fulfills our duty to our country, to
our veterans, to our seniors, and to our
children.

——
HONORING THE LIFE OF
GUSTAVOUS “GUsS” HOLMES
BELL III
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of
Gustavous ‘‘Gus’’ Holmes Bell IIT of Sa-
vannah, Georgia, who passed away on
July 22 at the age of 86.

Gus, known by many as Buster, was a
dedicated, hardworking man who
earned a degree in civil engineering
from The Citadel before attending
graduate school at the University of
Kentucky.

Gus was commissioned as a second
lieutenant as a reserve commissioned
officer in the U.S. Army. After assign-
ments in Virginia, Texas, and New
Mexico, Gus moved to Kentucky and
was hired in an engineering role. Gus
eventually landed in Savannah, Geor-
gia, and was honorably discharged in
1969. Gus was an engineer who was in-
strumental in establishing a partner-
ship between the U.S. and Saudi Ara-
bia.

In honor of Gus’ contributions to the
city, former mayor Eddie DeLoach de-
clared August 11 as Gus H. Bell III Day
in Savannah. Gus was also a founder of
St. Andrews on the Marsh School in
Savannah and a member of the First
Presbyterian Church in Savannah.

Gus was married for 42 years to his
beloved wife, Mandy. After her passing,
he was blessed to marry Jan Hall. He is
survived by his three children, Lisa,
Adair, and Holmes, as well as his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
We mourn his loss and keep him and
his family in our prayers.

On a personal note, he was one of my
mentors who had a great deal to do
with helping me and the city of Pooler
and our tremendous growth that we ex-
perienced while I was mayor. I will for-
ever be grateful for that.

RECOGNIZING RONALD COOPER

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of Officer
Ronald Cooper, who heroically saved
the life of a woman who was kidnapped
in Brunswick, Georgia.

On November 9, 2019, now-retired
Glynn County police officer, Ronnie
Cooper, responded to a kidnapping call
on his police radio. A woman had been
abducted from the daycare center
where she worked. Bravely, the woman
fought back against her attacker, al-
lowing more time for Officer Cooper
and the Glynn County Police Depart-
ment to locate her. The assailant was
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forced to change his plans, and the
brave folks at Glynn County PD were
able to locate the victim.

Against the clock and all odds, Offi-
cer Cooper and his partner, Officer Jer-
emy Stagner, successfully rescued the
victim from the would-be Kkiller.

Thanks to Officer Cooper, Officer
Stagner, and all the brave law enforce-
ment officers who work diligently to
keep our communities safe from vio-
lence like this.

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT OF FREDDY

HOWELL

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the retire-
ment of Bryan County Fire Chief
Freddy Howell.

Mr. Howell has had a wonderful 39-
year career serving his community,
and we are all better off for and will
deeply miss his passionate service.

During his time of public service for
Bryan County, Mr. Howell led his de-
partment in various cleanup efforts
and oversaw the expansion of the fire
department.

He led the cleanup for a tornado in
north Bryan that damaged many parts
of our community, and Mr. Howell se-
cured several grants that grew his de-
partment’s team from 36 to over 100
firefighters.

The fire department also acquired
new equipment, ambulances, and tank-
ers under Mr. Howell’s leadership. With
his passion for aiding others, Mr. How-
ell greatly enhanced Bryan County’s
emergency response capabilities.

Following his retirement from the
Bryan County Fire Department, Mr.
Howell plans to join the private sector
as a customer relationship manager.

I am grateful for Mr. Howell’s
impactful public service to Bryan
County and the First District of Geor-
gia.

REMEMBERING RICHARD ‘‘DICK’’ BERKOWITZ

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great sadness that I rise
today to mourn the loss of Richard
“Dick” Berkowitz, who sadly passed
away this August at the age of 91 years
old. He was a dear, dear friend.

After attending the Georgia Military
Academy, Dick pursued a graduate de-
gree at the Wharton School of Busi-
ness. Dick proudly served in the United
States Marine Corps and was stationed
in France with the Army Finance
Corps.

Mr. Berkowitz also had a 42-year-long
career in investment banking and as a
stockbroker. His career was marked
with success as he was the youngest
general partner ever at a Wall Street
firm in 1967.

In addition to his military service
and professional career, Dick will be
remembered for expressing his out-
spoken political beliefs through writ-
ing candid memos and his involvement
in the Savannah, Georgia, community.

Dick’s legacy will surely be carried
on by his wife, Lynn, and his five be-
loved children.

My thoughts and prayers are with
the Berkowitz family, Dick’s friends,
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and every person he impacted through-
out his wonderful life.

We will miss Dick. I will miss my
friend Dick. God bless him.

————
U.S. SHIPBUILDING UPDATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, this
coming Saturday, September 14, the
USS New Jersey, the 23rd Virginia-class
submarine, is going to be commis-
sioned in northern New Jersey. It was
delivered to the Navy earlier this year.

Next to me is a photo of USS lowa
which is going to be the 24th Virginia-
class submarine which is going to be
delivered next month. This is a shot
from the drydock in Groton, Con-
necticut.

Early next year, the 256th submarine,
the USS Massachusetts is going to be
delivered to the Navy. Later in the
year, the 26th submarine, USS Idaho is
going to be delivered to the Navy. In
the following year in 2026, USS Arkan-
sas and USS Utah are also going to be
delivered.

Again, these are really the most crit-
ical maritime vessels, particularly in
the Indo-Pacific. We are here on China
week. What is happening in these ship-
yards is the best rebalancing of deter-
rence in the Indo-Pacific region.

It is happening at the same time that
we are building the Columbia-class sub-
marines which are the ballistic sub-
marines. Those submarines are actu-
ally 2% times the size of the Virginia-
class submarines. They are just mas-
sive vessels which, again, are critical
because the hull life of the submarines
they are replacing, the Ohio-class sub-
marines, are over 40 years old. All this
work, again, is something that is really
driving a lot of economic activities cer-
tainly in southern New England but,
frankly, all across the State.

Again, Congress has had a big part to
play in terms of funding. Just in the
recent supplemental, the submarine in-
dustrial base funding is aimed at three
different things: number one, work-
force; number two, supply chain; and
number three, facility.

This is a picture of a supply chain
company in Tolland, Connecticut,
which is in my district in eastern Con-
necticut, Shelby Supply Company. The
gentleman on the far right is Tim
Briere. He is the owner of the company.

Their hiring has grown three times
over the last 3 years because of the
metal fabrication work that they do
that, again, are a part of the submarine
industrial base.

The woman on the far left in this pic-
ture is Amanda Dodd. She is somebody
who grew up in Connecticut. She
moved to Texas. She is a welder, and
she moved back to Tolland, Con-
necticut, last year. She is part of the
team there that is contributing to this
production process which took a hit
during COVID. There was a slippage in
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terms of the production cadence and
the schedule, but now they are recov-
ering it. Congress has had a big part to
play in terms of giving the funding for
programs like those that Shelby Sup-
ply is part of.

In August, I visited Divers Cove,
American Systems in Norwich,
SEACORP in Groton, and Collins and
Jewell in Bozrah. Again, these are all
supply chain companies which are part
of this enterprise.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I would just say
that when we look at the horizon as far
as the amount of work we are talking
about here, it is at least 20 years, and
we have to go younger and sooner in
terms of training up people in terms of
the metal trade skills and engineering
skills that are going to be essential if
we are going to succeed in this ship-
building plan.

This is a picture of a welding lab
where last Friday we had a ribbon cut-
ting. This is a small public high school
up in the northeast corner of the State
of Connecticut, Tourtellotte High
School. It is a regular public high
school. This is a comprehensive high
school, not a trade school. Because of
the submarine industrial base funding
which passed in this Chamber earlier
this year, they, again, are now install-
ing more welding booths so that the
students are going to be able to take
advantage of this opportunity.

The welding class used to be eight
kids. Now it is going to be 50. These are
kids who when they graduate from
high school are going to be eligible to
get their security badge, go into the
shipyard, and be part of this produc-
tion process.

Interestingly, talking to Super-
intendent Melinda Smith and some of
the teachers at the high school, be-
cause of this program, students who
otherwise would really not be that con-
nected in terms of the work that was
going on there because they really
were not college bound, attendance is
now going up. It is because these kids
understand that this program which
they really like, which is about an
hour and a half a day, if they don’t
show up for school, then they are going
to get removed from the program.

It is a win-win situation in terms of
increasing educational proficiency in
terms of all subjects, but particularly
in giving people a skill which is a life
skill that is going to allow them to
succeed in the future.

Again, this is now happening not just
in trade schools, which are wonderful,
the career and technical schools which
now have waiting lists for kids who
want to get involved, but it is also hap-
pening in nontrade public high schools.
Westbrook High School in Connecticut
is also going to be a part of this pro-
gram, and that is how we succeed as a
nation to recapitalize our Navy fleet.

————
RECOGNIZING 100 YEARS OF THE
CLEVELAND COUNTY FAIR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to celebrate a few wonderful things
that happened in my district this fall.

Mr. Speaker, every September, Cleve-
land County, North Carolina, cele-
brates an iconic event that marks the
transition to autumn. This year, how-
ever, we have a special reason to cele-
brate. It is because the Cleveland Coun-
ty Fair in Shelby, North Carolina, is
reaching an extraordinary milestone:
its 100th anniversary.

For a century, the fair has been more
than just an event. It has been a cor-
nerstone of our community. It has
brought families together, celebrated
Cleveland County’s rich agricultural
heritage, and provided endless enter-
tainment with thrilling rides and fan-
tastic food.

As the leaves turn and the air grows
crisp, the fair is the perfect way to wel-
come the fall season in North Carolina,
and if you are a politician running for
office, then you need to be there. The
fair is a must. I have spent a lot of
time shaking hands there over the
years.

I am really grateful for the oppor-
tunity to interact with people when
they are having great family fun. I
thank everyone who makes the fair
happen, the volunteers and the folks
who work the fair.

I congratulate the Cleveland County
Fair on its 100th anniversary.

RECOGNIZING CAMP MEETINGS IN NORTH

CAROLINA’S TENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize a unique and longstanding
summer tradition in North Carolina’s
10th Congressional District: church
camp meetings. These annual events
date back to the 1800s and are wonder-
ful celebrations of faith, family, and
community.

There are three camp meetings in my
district not far from where I live: the
Balls Creek camp meeting held in Ca-
tawba County and the Rock Springs
and Tucker’s Grove camp meetings
which are both held in Lincoln County
and very close to where I live in Lin-
coln County.

All three campgrounds are listed in
the National Register of Historic
Places.

Camp meetings happen each August
and last for up to 2 weeks. Families
gather for worship under an arbor
which is a central open-air shelter that
seats hundreds of people. There are
also singings, youth rallies, and plenty
of time to visit with family and
friends.

Many families, in fact, stay at the
campground in wooden cabins known
as tents. Ownership of many tents has
been passed down for generations.

These are beloved events, and they
truly are events. These events were
started so many years ago by families
of the earliest settlers to the area.
Many people who attend are direct de-
scendants of these people of faith who
first started gathering more than 150
years ago.
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It is important to not just honor our
traditions, but to preserve them, and
that is what these camp meetings do.
The organizers of these camp meetings
continue to do that with these impor-
tant events and timeless expressions of
our enduring faith. For that, we honor
and thank them.

——
O 1030

REMEMBERING CASSIE MAE
SMITH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to commemorate a re-
markable woman, Cassie Mae Smith, a
Battleboro, North Carolina, resident,
and my State of the Union guest this
year whose beautiful life spanned 109
years.

On August 10, she passed at her
home, surrounded by family and
friends. She was a beloved figure, affec-
tionately called Ma Cassie by her
neighbors and friends.

She was born in 1914, before women
had the right to vote. Once Ma Cassie
was able to exercise her right to vote,
she voted in every election she could
and began advocating for others to do
the same.

In March, my office helped her
achieve two items on her bucket list.
She had never met a President or flown
on an airplane. She flew to our Na-
tion’s Capital for the State of the
Union. Afterward, she met President
Joe Biden.

While here, I am grateful for so many
colleagues from across the country and
from across the aisle for taking the
time to speak with her.

I am also grateful for President
Biden spending time talking with her.
If not the oldest, she had to be one of
the oldest ever to attend the State of
the Union Address. It meant a lot to
her, and she was indeed grateful.

She loved our country, the United
States of America. Her story of resil-
ience and grace has touched the lives of
many, including my own. Her journey
has inspired us all, from working on a
farm in North Carolina to traveling for
the first time at 109 on an airplane to
our Nation’s Capital.

For those who knew her, Ms. Cassie
Smith was also a woman of unwavering
faith. She loved the Lord. She loved
her church, Pittman Grove Baptist
Church, and Pastor Thomas Ray Green
and his wife, Sharon, who traveled with
her for the State of the Union.

In fact, after the State of the Union,
she made clear to me, she said: ‘I know
my pastor prays for me.” Frank Smith,
her son, said his mother had a deep
spiritual connection with God, always
looking up when she prayed. He once
asked: ‘“Momma, who are you talking
to?” She said: “I am talking to the
Lord.”

I also recognize Faye, Frank’s wife
and Ms. Cassie’s caregiver, and all her
caregivers.
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According to her son, the family had
planned to celebrate Ma Cassie’s 110th
birthday this October with a trip to the
mountains, the last item that she had
on the bucket list.

Well, she didn’t make it to the moun-
tains. However, Frank, her son, said it
best: ““God has said, I am going to take
her, perhaps, to the mountain top.”

We will forever hold her legacy in our
hearts, and my deepest condolences go
to her family and the Battleboro com-
munity.

——
RECOGNIZING AUSTIN LIVINGSTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAMMACK). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
NORMAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Austin Livingston
and his years of incredible service and
exemplary work for the Fifth District
of South Carolina.

Austin was born in Texas. He was
adopted as an infant and spent most of
his formative childhood years raised in
Rock Hill, South Carolina.

I had the privilege of him living in
our neighborhood, and I took him on
backhoe rides, along with other chil-
dren, to the store and other places. He
was known for his physical power on
the high school tennis team and also
served in our Nation’s Capitol as Sen-
ate page for Senator Strom Thurmond.

This early experience left on him a
lasting impression, and he was de-
lighted when fate brought him back
nearly three decades later to serve as a
staff member for the House of Rep-
resentatives.

He was head of the committee for the
Fifth District. In between two congres-
sional jobs, he proudly graduated from
Clemson University with a B.S. in com-
puter information systems. He also
worked as a commercial airline pilot,
where he flew for Continental Airlines
for over 11 years. He was a leader in the
commencement photography industry
and started his own information tech-
nology consulting company, special-
izing in cybersecurity.

He has taught Sunday school at his
local Presbyterian church in Rock Hill
for years and helps as chair of the
board of Westminster Catawba Chris-
tian School in Rock Hill.

Most importantly, Austin is an out-
standing father to his son, Pierce, and
he is a loving husband to his wonderful
wife, Camille.

As communications director and
later deputy chief of staff for my office,
Austin spearheaded numerous initia-
tives, including extensive office ren-
ovations and building a TV studio from
scratch, which I didn’t have to ask him
to do. He did that on his own initiative.
This was during COVID, when restric-
tions to facilitate virtual interviews
were rampant.

It is not only Austin’s accomplish-
ments that set him apart but his char-
acter. Throughout the years, col-
leagues and associates have consist-
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ently noted his integrity,
work ethic, humor,
levelheadedness in a crisis.

I can tell you he is one of the few
people I have ever met who has never
said a bad word about anybody. He is a
leader among leaders, and it has been a
true honor to have him on my staff.

His impact on the Fifth District of
South Carolina and its 725,000 people
will be seen for many years to come.

Madam Speaker, please join me in
expressing my heartfelt gratitude and
appreciation to Austin Livingston for
his profound dedication and work. I
wish him all the best in his new pho-
tography business, as he deserves the
best of the best.

humility,
and

CELEBRATING MORTON COLLEGE’S
CENTENNIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GARCIA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise to celebrate Morton
College, the second oldest community
college in Illinois, on its 100th anniver-
sary.

Located in Cicero, Illinois, since 1973,
Morton College is the pride of the com-
munity. The campus has an award-win-
ning library, a student success center,
and facilities equipped with state-of-
the-art technology for the more than
3,500 students enrolled in it.

As a Hispanic-serving institution,
Morton has remained true to its mis-
sion of enhancing the quality of life of
a diverse community through exem-
plary teaching and learning opportuni-
ties, community service, and lifelong
learning.

I am honored to have an exemplary
institution in my district, and I con-
gratulate the Morton College commu-
nity. Here is to the next 100 years.

HONORING JORGE RAMOS

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise to honor the legendary
journalist, Jorge Ramos, as he steps
down after 40 remarkable years at
Univision.

Jorge has been a beacon of truth and
integrity, a voice for the voiceless, and
a relentless advocate for justice for the
Latino community.

In a world often dominated by sensa-
tionalism, he stood as a pillar of credi-
bility, amplifying stories that might
otherwise remain unheard. From cov-
ering the struggles of immigrants to
challenging those in power, Jorge’s
work has illuminated issues that many
in the media choose to ignore.

His legacy is one of courage, compas-
sion, and unwavering commitment to
truth.

“Thank you, Jorge, for being a voice
dedicated to justice and for keeping
our community informed.” ‘‘Gracias,
Jorge, por ser una voz dedicada a la
justicia y por mantener informada a
nuestra comunidad.”

————
REMEMBERING 9/11

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker,
September 11 serves as a reminder to
each of us and our allies across the
world, across the planet, of the tragic
loss of nearly 3,000 innocent Ameri-
cans. It also serves as a reminder of our
strength as a nation to stand united in
the face of terrorism.

Yes, 23 years ago, we remember and
will never forget the lives lost that
fateful day as we witnessed the
strength and bravery of individuals
who sacrificed everything to help their
fellow New Yorkers, colleagues at the
Pentagon, and fellow passengers and
crewmembers of United Airlines Flight
93.

We remember, Madam Speaker, Port
Authority Police Officer Bruce Rey-
nolds, who raced from the George
Washington Bridge south to the towers
to give his life in support of New York-
ers. Today, we honor him with Bruce’s
Garden in Inwood, along with 22 other
members of the Inwood community
who were either raised or lived in that
community and gave their lives on
that fateful day.

We remember Yamel Josefina Me-
rino, a 24-year-old emergency re-
sponder who raced down to the south-
ern tower to try to help people and was
one of the first victims of that attack.

Since 2001, we have worked to in-
crease the benefits for those who have
been affected in the aftermath. I am a
proud cosponsor of the 9/11 Responder
and Survivor Health Funding Correc-
tion Act, which will provide additional
funding to the program that provides
treatments to 9/11 responders and sur-
vivors.

September 11 is a solemn day in our
Nation’s history. It brought our Nation
together. We remember how churches
in my district had processions in the
street. Thousands of local residents
participated.

We have heroes from Harlem, East
Harlem, the Bronx, Washington
Heights, Inwood, and Hamilton Heights
who gave their lives for our Nation.
While 23 years have passed since the at-
tacks, we remember and mourn the
lives we lost and reflect on the sac-
rifices and heroism of our first respond-
ers, and we vow to never forget. I know
many young people who were not there
on that day perhaps have forgotten or
the memory has faded.

We will never forget the heroism of
the men and women who gave up every-
thing for our country, for democracy.
We will never forget 9/11 and cannot ig-
nore the magnitude of emotion and re-
membrance as we reflect on the lives of
survivors, their families, and first re-
sponders.

May God continue to bless our 9/11
families and first responders, and may
God continue to bless these United
States of America.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE
SEPTEMBER 11 ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today on the solemn anniversary
of the most tragic day in modern
American history, the September 11 at-
tacks.

Our Nation was deliberately attacked
23 years ago by al-Qaida terrorists,
killing almost 3,000 Americans and in-
juring countless more in the worst at-
tack against our homeland in Amer-
ican history.

On this day, let us honor the memo-
ries of the fallen and stand with the
friends and families of those who per-
ished. May their memories always be a
blessing.

Let us also commend the courage of
the first responders and emergency per-
sonnel who put themselves in harm’s
way to help the victims. While others
ran to safety, these individuals braved
smoke and fire in service to their fel-
low Americans, sometimes paying the
ultimate sacrifice while in the line of
duty.

While the terrorists hoped this bra-
zen attack would break America’s re-
solve, they were dead wrong. In the
days and months following 9/11, our Na-
tion came together with a renewed
sense of fortitude, unity, and deter-
mination. It sparked an enduring sense
of resilience that carried us through
the darkest hour and emboldened us to
hold those responsible accountable.

May God bless America.

FENTANYL CRISIS IN ARIZONA

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to shine a light on the de-
structive surge and scourge of
fentanyl, which is poisoning commu-
nities in my district and across the Na-
tion. Across America, countless lives
have been lost, and too many families
have felt the pain of losing a loved one.

In May, I hosted Members of the Ju-
diciary Committee for a field hearing
in my district. We heard from Jill
Fagan Alexander, a mother who has
tragically lost not only one, but two
children to the fentanyl crisis, Sam
and Gabe. Tragically, these are only
two of the many lives lost to the poi-
son at the hands of the Mexican drug
cartels and the Chinese Communist
Party.

Amid the ongoing border crisis, the
amount of fentanyl entering our coun-
try has spiked to record levels, endan-
gering citizens across the Nation. In
Arizona, the cost of this epidemic
ballooned to over $568 billion in 2023, ac-
counting for the cost of hospitals, pub-
lic services, law enforcement officers,
and the loss of quality of life and pro-
ductivity of those suffering from this
addiction.

Just this week, this body passed H.R.
8663, the DETECT Fentanyl and
Xylazine Act. This would authorize
DHS to test and develop more tech-
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nology to better detect these deadly
drugs. However, we must do more.

I stand willing and ready to work
with any of my colleagues who want to
find solutions to solve this crisis. The
stakes could not be clearer. One pill
can kill. We must do more to fight the
spread of fentanyl to ensure the safety
of our citizens and our communities.

RURAL PHARMACIES CLOSING IN ARIZONA

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today with the grave concerns over
the continued reports of pharmacies
closing in rural communities across my
district.

I was notified by a constituent re-
cently that two independent phar-
macies in Willcox and Benson will soon
close, citing the constrictive practices
of pharmacy benefit managers. Local
independent pharmacies are critical to
rural communities as they are often
the only medical provider for hundreds
of miles, especially in light of the vast
consolidation of large pharmacies buy-
ing up smaller ones.

We must stand for independent prac-
tices that serve our local communities.
As we speak, this becomes a rural ac-
cess health crisis, forcing residents of
those communities to travel long dis-
tances to receive the medication and
medical services that they need. This
not only places an undue burden on
those with limited resources and mo-
bility, but it also increases their risk
of delayed treatments and worsened
health outcomes, leaving rural commu-
nities vulnerable and underserved.

It is critical that we address this
growing problem now and support our
rural pharmacies to ensure that all in-
dividuals, regardless of where they live,
have access to the healthcare that they
deserve.

———

CLOSING THE BRIBERY LOOPHOLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JACKSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, 3 months ago, the Su-
preme Court opened a loophole in our
bribery laws. They legalized, in effect,
a certain kind of bribery. That is brib-
ery where the payment to the politi-
cian comes after they do the thing they
have been bribed to do.

The Supreme Court said: That is not
bribery, but that is a tip. That is a gra-
tuity, and it is not against the law.

Justice Kavanaugh said: If Congress
wants this to be against the law, then
they should pass a law saying so.

Well, I agree. My office has filed a
bill to close exactly that loophole, and
nothing else. We consider this a com-
pletely nonpartisan effort. This is sim-
ply about making sure that you cannot
bribe politicians. That was the state of
the law 3 months ago as we all under-
stood it, and now that has been
changed by this court ruling.

My office filed a bill. We are very
grateful that a Member of the major-
ity, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CRENSHAW) has joined us on that bill.
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I am encouraging every Member of
this body, regardless of party, to join
us to make sure that we send a very
simple statement to the country: You
cannot bribe politicians. That should
be against the law. Even if you come
up with a somewhat creative way in
which to do it straightforwardly, it is
wrong. It should be illegal. If we pass
this bill, it will be illegal once again.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MAJOR JOHN
“LUCKY"” LUCKADOO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SELF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SELF. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Major John ‘‘Lucky”
Luckadoo, an extraordinary American
hero who displayed remarkable bravery
in World War II.

Now 102 years old, Major Luckadoo is
one of the last remaining members of
the distinguished 100th Bomb Group,
famously known as the Bloody Hun-
dredth.

Major Luckadoo grew up in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee. He joined the
Army following the attack on Pearl
Harbor in December 1941. After train-
ing, he served with the Eighth Air
Force’s 100th Bomb Group based in
Thorpe Abbotts, England.

Of the 40 men from his training class
who served in the 100th, only four com-
pleted their tour, highlighting the dan-
gerous nature of their mission and
Major Luckadoo’s extraordinary for-
tune and resilience.

Major Luckadoo undertook 25 com-
bat missions over Nazi-occupied Eu-
rope, serving as both a pilot and copi-
lot in the B-17 Flying Fortress, show-
casing his outstanding bravery and ex-
pertise under highly challenging condi-
tions and overwhelming odds.

Lieutenant Colonel John Bennett,
leader of the 100th Bomb Group, aptly
remarked: ‘“What the 100th lacks in
luck, it makes up for in courage.”

Major Luckadoo embodied this spirit,
and his extraordinary story of survival
is chronicled in his biography, ‘“‘Damn
Lucky.” Major Luckadoo’s survival
and the subsequent telling of his story
contribute significantly to the histor-
ical record of World War II and stand
as a testament to the bravery and sac-
rifices of the Greatest Generation.

Major Luckadoo currently resides in
Dallas, where he actively engages in
his community and continues to share
his story, ensuring that future genera-
tions will continue to draw inspiration
from his courage and dedication.

In light of his heroic service and en-
during legacy, it is fitting that we
honor Major John ‘“‘Lucky’ Luckadoo
and express our deepest gratitude for
his remarkable contributions to our
Nation.

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL KENNETH WILLIAM
CORDIER

Mr. SELF. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Colonel Kenneth Wil-
liam Cordier, who dedicated his life to
serving his country and embodied the
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highest ideals of patriotism, courage,
and sacrifice, including more than 6
years as a prisoner of war in North
Vietnam.

Born in 1937 in Canton, Ohio, Colonel
Cordier entered the United States Air
Force through the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps at Akron University in
1960, beginning a distinguished mili-
tary career that spanned over two dec-
ades.

After training as a Minuteman mis-
sile launch officer, Colonel Cordier
earned his pilot’s wings in 1963 and was
assigned to the 45th Tactical Fighter
Squadron, flying the F-4C Phantom jet
fighter.

On December 2, 1966, during his 176th
combat mission, Colonel Cordier was
shot down over North Vietnam. Cap-
tured and imprisoned for over 6 years,
he endured harsh conditions in the in-
famous North Vietnamese prisons, in
which he demonstrated extraordinary
resilience and unwavering faith.

After his release in 1973, Colonel
Cordier resumed Active-Duty service
with distinction, directing air oper-
ations at Sembach Air Base, reacti-
vating the Wiesbaden Air Force Base,
and serving as an air attache in Eng-
land.

Colonel Cordier’s service to his Na-
tion is dignified by numerous awards,
including two Silver Stars, the Defense
Superior Service Medal, the Legion of
Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross,
two Bronze Stars with Valor, the Pur-
ple Heart, seven Air Medals, the POW
Medal, and the Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal. He retired with honors in
1985.

After the war, he worked tirelessly to
dissuade animosity against the Viet-
namese people and culture, instead ad-
vocating for diplomatic solutions to
bring peace to the region and heal old
wounds.

Colonel Cordier would return to Viet-
nam five separate times. A special
note: On his second visit, this distin-
guished hero brought former POWs to
help them find closure in their trau-
matic experiences as prisoners in Viet-
nam and to assist in their healing proc-
ess.

Beyond his military career, Colonel
Cordier was a devoted husband and fa-
ther to his wife and daughter, Barbara
and Ann.

Colonel Cordier’s life and service are
a testament to the values of duty,
honor, country, and inspiring future
generations to serve with the same
dedication and courage. Therefore, I
ask that all Americans take a moment
to honor the legacy and life of Colonel
Kenneth William Cordier, United
States Air Force.

—————

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL
AEROSPACE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CARBAJAL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, in
honor of National Aerospace Week, I
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rise to recognize the vital role the
aerospace industry plays in our Na-
tion’s economy, security, and techno-
logical leadership.

The United States is on the cutting
edge of aerospace technology because
of the people who dared to do the un-
imaginable, just like the Wright broth-
ers over 120 years ago.

Because we dreamed big, we have
flown faster than the speed of sound
and put mankind on the Moon. We have
made flying and space launch a normal
occurrence. What used to be science
fiction is now a fact of life.

Aviation has become an integral part
of our society and our economy. Every
day in the United States alone, nearly
3 million people fly on 45,000 flights.
The industry continues to grow each
year.

In 2023, the aerospace industry con-
tributed $425 billion to the U.S. GDP
and supported over 2.2 million jobs. It
is also a key tenet of our National De-
fense Strategy, equipping servicemem-
bers with the most advanced and effec-
tive systems in the world.

As co-chair of the House Aerospace
Caucus, I am proud to recognize our
Nation’s incredible aerospace industry
and its workforce, our pilots, flight at-
tendants, mechanics, engineers, and
others who will help us continue to
soar to new heights.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MISS NAVAJO
AMY BEGAYE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CRANE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CRANE. Madam Speaker, last
week, contestants competed in the 72nd
Annual Miss Navajo Pageant in my dis-
trict.

To become Miss Navajo, contestants
participate in a rigorous weeklong an-
nual competition which requires con-
testants to demonstrate proficiency in
both Navajo and English languages,
knowledge of Navajo culture and be-
liefs, business interviews, contem-
porary talents, and traditional skills
such as sheep butchering and preparing
traditional foods.

I recognize Amy Begaye, who has
served as Miss Navajo for the past
year.
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I met Amy last year during her first
trip to the U.S. Capitol and learned
about her experience and background
and the process of becoming Miss Nav-
ajo.

We have had a few chances to con-
nect throughout the years, and I have
been impressed with her hard work and
professionalism. She has been a strong
leader and an advocate for Navajo his-
tory and culture.

Madam Speaker, I thank Amy for her
leadership as Miss Navajo over the last
yvear. I wish her the best in her future
endeavors and know she will continue
to make the Navajo Nation proud.
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SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE OF
ARTHUR O. EVE, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in solemn remembrance of
Arthur O. Eve, Jr., a remarkable indi-
vidual and leader, affectionately
known throughout western New York
and beyond as Champ.

As the beloved son of New York State
Assembly Deputy Speaker Arthur O.
Eve and an educator, the late Lee Con-
stance Eve, life lessons in civic respon-
sibility, faith, and a strong work ethic
were instilled in him early by his fam-
ily.

As a standout football player who
earned all-Catholic honors during his
time at Canisius High School and
shined on the field at the University of
Texas at El Paso, Champ turned his
athletic talent, natural leadership, and
team-building skills into an oppor-
tunity to inspire and mentor countless
young people through coaching basket-
ball at Calvary Baptist Church, Hutch
Tech High School, and Buffalo State
University.

Through his coaching, he touched
hundreds of lives for the better.

In his professional positions within a
juvenile detention center and Edu-
cational Opportunity Center, Champ
dedicated himself to empowering those
in need.

At Buffalo’s Municipal Housing Au-
thority, Champ transformed the agen-
cy and set a national standard for com-
pliance and inclusion, which led to the
BMHA being recognized as a high per-
former by the United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

Champ was a leader and a respected
voice on issues impacting Buffalo’s
Black community, serving as president
of the Black Student Union during his
time at the University at Buffalo. He
was the founder and president of Unity
Coalition, widely recognized as one of
the strongest organizing units in the
entire State of New York.

As deputy commissioner of the Erie
County Board of Elections and as a
community leader, Champ supported
democracy through his work, impress-
ing upon others the power of a vote to
express one’s values and shape the fu-
ture of our community and our entire
Nation.

A man of great faith and devotion,
Champ was an active member of Elim
Christian Fellowship under the leader-
ship of Bishop T. Anthony Bronner.

To me, Champ was a dear friend
whose counsel guided me in many im-
portant decisions throughout my own
career.

Through a lifetime of tireless advo-
cacy, Champ had an impact on every
single life in western New York, our
great State of New York, and the en-
tire Nation. He helped unite us like
never before in Buffalo, and our great
city’s renaissance is a shining example
of what Champ believed in: diversity,
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inclusivity, and opportunity, and a
world where everyone can succeed.

Transcending his passion for the
community was his love and devotion
to his family. He leaves behind his fa-
ther, the Honorable Arthur O. Eve, Sr.;
beloved wife, Kim; nine children, Ar-
thur III, Shiana Denise, LaNeesha, Eric
James, Louis, Ashley, Melzetta, Bobby,
and David Paul; and eight grand-
children, Caiden, Rylee, Cailee, Ken-
dall, Ari, Lucian, Maliha, and Lux,
shared through their blended family;
siblings, Leecia, Eric, Malcolm, and
Martin; and many aunts, uncles, and
cousins.

As we remember Arthur O. Eve, Jr.,
we grieve the loss of a beloved friend,
celebrate a life well lived, and find sol-
ace in knowing that his legacy of serv-
ice will live on.

Madam Speaker,
rest in peace.

————
REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, 23
years ago, the events of 9/11 forever
changed our Nation. Family members,
friends, neighbors, and loved ones left
their homes that morning never to re-
turn. Firefighters from across our dis-
trict answered the call that day. Port
Authority police officers would lay
down their lives to save others, hon-
oring the oath they made the day they
put on their uniform for the first time.

Our hearts are heavy with the memo-
ries of those who were lost on that
fateful day, but we haven’t forgotten
and we will never forget the bravery
and courage of the New Jerseyans and
all those who responded to 9/11. Their
memory is a blessing and a solemn re-
minder of what is most important in
our own lives.

I personally remember being a high
schooler, standing across the Hudson
River, watching countless men and
women covered in ashes just trying to
make their way home. We all realized
in that moment that our Nation would
never be the same.

Since then, more brave responders
have died of illnesses caused by 9/11
than were lost on that day. This tragic
reality is proof that there is more work
to be done. We will continue to fight
for 9/11 first responders and their fami-
lies, to ensure they are given the re-
sources, support, and gratitude for the
sacrifices they made in service to oth-
ers.

As we mourn today, let our memories
be a reminder that in the wake of 9/11,
we united as a country. We united not
just in grief, but in resolve. We set
aside our differences, we found com-
mon ground, and we healed together.

Today, as we face a Nation that feels
more divided than ever before, I join
my colleagues in remembering the
challenges that we have overcome and
the unity that made it possible. For

may Champ Eve
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the sake of our country, let’s recommit
ourselves to finding that unity, once
again. If we do so, we will truly honor
all of the lives that were lost that day
and in the years since.

REMEMBERING BILL PASCRELL, JR.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, on
August 21, New Jersey lost one of the
greatest champions in our State’s his-
tory.

Bill Pascrell was more than just a
Member of Congress. He was a friend, a
mentor, and someone who was loved
and admired by many, myself included.

Bill was a true Patersonian, Paterson
with one t, and his constituents knew
that in him they had a fighter. He was
always ready to speak up for what was
right, and he served with purpose. Bill
was tough, but kind; strong-willed, but
a team player; and he always had a
joke or story that would make you
laugh.

His legacy has left a mark on this in-
stitution and our entire country that
will never be forgotten.

Since coming to Congress last year, 1
knew I could count on Bill, and this
place will not be the same without him
here. I know the same is true for all of
those who had the privilege of serving
alongside him.

It is on all of us to continue Bill’s
legacy by continuing to fight for that
which we know is fair and right. That
is how we can rightfully honor such a
great man, a great leader, and a great
friend.

Madam Speaker, may Bill rest in
peace. It was an honor and privilege to
know him and to call him friend.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 9 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy and eternal God, on this 11th of
September, we remember a clear blue
sky and a nation at peace. As that
memory is now shattered by the de-
struction that followed, we pray the
wisdom to claim Your eternal promises
in our country’s remembrance of that
tragedy.

Like grass are our days, that flourish
like flowers in the field. The wind
passes over them, and they are gone.
And so, in an instant, our country was
robbed of its sense of security and
bereft of thousands of its citizens,
swept away by the winds of war.
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We pray that Your steadfast love, O
Lord, which is from everlasting to ev-
erlasting, to rise from the wreckage of
that defining day in history. Bless the
sacrifice of too many of our sons and
daughters who gave their lives to de-
fend the freedoms assaulted on that bu-
colic day and the decades that fol-
lowed. Heal the enduring grief of
countless families. Bring peace upon
our world which remains in upheaval.

Remind us again of Your compassion
for Your children. Freedom, by Your
grace, is still to be found in You. Peace
and justice, in Your mercy, are ours to
preserve and uphold.

Ennoble us as a nation, each children
of Your creation, with the assurance
that our hope still rests in You alone.

God, bless America and receive our
prayers as we offer them in the
strength of Your name.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. DAVIS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

HONORING THE 23RD ANNIVER-
SARY OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in honor of the 23rd anni-
versary of September 11, 2001, a day
where nearly 3,000 lives were stolen
from us in a series of brutal terrorist
attacks that would alter the course of
our Nation’s history.

On that fateful morning, families in
New York and across America began
their day like any other, only to face a
tragedy that forever changed our Na-
tion. Husbands and wives, parents and
children, went about their routines un-
aware of the devastation that awaited
them.

Their loss is immeasurable, but so
too is the extraordinary bravery and
sense of patriotism that emerged from
that chaos. Our first responders, fire-
fighters, police officers, and medics
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rushed into danger displaying un-
matched heroism and selflessness.
They ran toward the inferno while oth-
ers fled, saving countless lives and em-
bodying the true spirit of courage.

As we remember those whom we lost
and honor the valor of our first re-
sponders, let us renew our commitment
to the values they protected. Their sac-
rifice demands that we stand united,
proud, and resolute.

May their legacy drive us to uphold
the freedom and unity that make our
Nation strong and resilient. God bless
the families impacted that day, God
bless our first responders and military,
and God bless the United States of
America.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title:

H.R. 7032. An Act to amend the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974 to provide the Congressional Budget
Office with necessary authorities to expedite
the sharing of data from executive branch
agencies and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has agreed to without amend-
ment concurrent resolutions of the
House of the following titles:

H. Con. Res. 124. Concurrent Resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medals
awarded under the Hidden Figures Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act.

H. Con. Res. 126. Concurrent Resolution au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol for a ceremony to award posthumously a
Congressional Gold Medal in commemora-
tion to the servicemembers who perished in
Afghanistan on August 26, 2021, during the
evacuation of citizens of the United States
and Afghan allies at Hamid Karzai Inter-
national Airport.

———

RECOGNIZING EMMAI PIERCE OF
ROANOKE RAPIDS UPON JOINING
THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF
HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARS

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the National Society of High
School Scholars announced Emmai
Pierce of Roanoke Rapids’ selection to
join the esteemed organization.

Pierce is a rising senior at Halifax
County Early College where his weight-
ed cumulative grade point average is
over 4.0.

Over the past summer, he interned in
the technology services department of
Halifax County Schools and in the
Halifax School District C Teamship.

The National Society of High School
Scholars is a prestigious honor society
that recognizes students with out-
standing leadership skills, community
service, and academic achievement.

Emmai is now a member of a unique
community of scholars, a community
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that represents the bright future even

of eastern North Carolina.
Congratulations to Emmai. It is a

well-deserved recognition.

—————

23RD ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today marks the 23rd an-
niversary of the September 11 terror
attacks, and I rise today to remember
the innocent lives that we lost.

At 8:46 a.m., American Airlines
Flight 11 flew into Tower 1 of the
World Trade Center. Not long after,
Flight 175 roared over lower Manhattan
into Tower 2.

While Americans around the country
were grappling with the events that
just transpired, a third plane, Flight
77, crashed into the Pentagon.

In southwest Pennsylvania, the
fourth flight, United 93, was hijacked
and made the abrupt turn toward
Washington, D.C., but because of the
brave passengers and crew members, it
crashed into a field in Shanksville,
Pennsylvania.

In the days, weeks, months, and now
more than two decades that followed
September 11, our country joined to-
gether to face the very evil which at-
tempted to take us down. We will for-
ever be indebted to our servicemen and
-women who joined the fight to protect
our freedoms.

While today’s world has grown no
less dangerous, we, as Americans, are
resilient. We will never forget, not 23
years later, and not ever. May God con-
tinue to watch over our first respond-
ers, our men and women in uniform,
and all of those who keep us safe.

——————

PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP IS A POLL
TAX

(Ms. MCCLELLAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, once
again, we find ourselves in the position
where rather than passing bipartisan
appropriation bills, House Republicans
have, once again, loaded must-pass leg-
islation with their MAGA wish list.

This time it is the SAVE Act, which
seeks to address noncitizen voting,
which is already illegal and punishable
by up to 5 years in prison, despite no
evidence of a widespread problem.

What the SAVE Act really is is the
latest Republican effort to restrict ac-
cess to the ballot box with burdensome
proof-of-citizenship requirements.
However, under this bill, Americans
would not be able to use their driver’s
license, any State-provided ID, or mili-
tary or travel ID. The only acceptable
form of proof of citizenship will cost
money, such as a passport.

That is a poll tax.

I took my oath of office in this body
on the Bible in which my father Kkept
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the poll tax receipt that he had to pay
as a reminder of how my family had to
fight for the sacred right to vote.

I will not stand for a new poll tax to
be put in Federal law, and I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘“‘no” on today’s CR.

———

HONORING SARPY COUNTY
SHERIFF JEFF DAVIS

(Mr. FLOOD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Sarpy County Sheriff
Jeff Davis, who has announced his re-
tirement after one-half century of serv-
ice.

Sheriff Davis began his career as a
911 dispatcher at 18 years old. After
gaining experience on the operations
side of law enforcement, he received
his law enforcement officer certifi-
cation and served as a deputy sheriff
for the county.

Through the years he has worked in
several divisions before becoming the
chief deputy. In 2005, he was sworn in
as the new Sarpy County sheriff. Serv-
ing in that role, he is known as some-
one who leads with common sense and
a sense of fairness that has earned him
respect across the State of Nebraska.

Beyond the sheriff’s office, he has
given back to his community as the
chairman of the Nebraska Law En-
forcement Easter Seals Telethon and
through the Knights of Columbus.

As Sheriff Davis embarks on this new
chapter, I want to extend my gratitude
and that of the people of the First Dis-
trict of Nebraska for his many years of
outstanding service.

——

COMMEMORATING THE 23RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11
ATTACKS ON THE UNITED
STATES

(Mr. KEAN of New Jersey asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commemorate the
23rd anniversary of the September 11
attacks on the United States, a day
where the lives of 2,977 Americans, 750
of whom were New Jerseyans, were
lost.

After the worst attack in our Na-
tion’s history, we came together as
Americans, and we showed the entire
world our resilience.

Today, we mourn the lives lost in the
Twin Towers and the buildings nearby,
the Pentagon, and in the field in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, on Flight
93. We commemorate the sacrifice of
thousands of first responders who
rushed into the face of danger. We
honor the passengers of the hijacked
flights.

We remember those who were lost
and help those today who survived and
who are now dealing with illnesses
from that day. We recognize the resil-
ience of our families, our communities,
and our Nation.
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Today, I will remember and Kkeep
alive the call to never forget.
——
O 1215
PROTECTING AMERICAN AGRI-

CULTURE FROM FOREIGN AD-
VERSARIES ACT OF 2024

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 1430, I call up the
bill (H.R. 9456) to amend the Defense
Production Act of 1950 with respect to
foreign investments in United States
agriculture, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
D’EsPoSITO). Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 1430, the bill is considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 9456

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Protecting
American Agriculture from Foreign Adver-
saries Act of 2024”.

SEC. 2. INCLUSION OF SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE ON COMMITTEE ON FOR-
EIGN INVESTMENT IN UNITED
STATES AND CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL LAND
TRANSACTIONS.

(a) INCLUSION ON THE COMMITTEE.—Section
721(k) of the Defense Production Act of 1950
(60 U.S.C. 4565(k)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

¢‘(8) INCLUSION OF THE SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE.—The Secretary of Agriculture
shall be a member of the Committee with re-
spect to a covered transaction that in-
volves—

““‘(A) agricultural land;

“(B) agriculture biotechnology; or

‘(C) the agriculture industry, including ag-
ricultural—

‘(i) transportation;

‘“(ii) storage; and

‘“(iii) processing.”’.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN AGRICUL-
TURAL LAND TRANSACTIONS.—Section
721(b)(1) of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(b)(1)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(I) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN AGRICUL-
TURAL LAND TRANSACTIONS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—After receiving notifica-
tion from the Secretary of Agriculture of a
reportable agricultural land transaction, the
Committee shall determine—

‘“(I) whether the transaction is a covered
transaction; and

““(IT) if the Committee determines that the
transaction is a covered transaction, wheth-
er the Committee should initiate a review
pursuant to subparagraph (D), or take an-
other action authorized under this section,
with respect to the reportable agricultural
land transaction.

‘(i) REPORTABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND
TRANSACTION.—In this subparagraph, the
term ‘reportable agricultural land trans-
action’ means a transaction—

“(I) that the Secretary of Agriculture has
reason to believe is a covered transaction;

‘(II) that involves the acquisition of an in-
terest in agricultural land by a foreign per-
son of the People’s Republic of China, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the
Russian Federation, or the Islamic Republic
of Iran; and

‘“(IIT) with respect to which a person is re-
quired to submit a report to the Secretary of
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Agriculture under section 2(a) of the Agricul-
tural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of
1978.

‘‘(iii) SUNSET.—The requirements under
this subparagraph shall terminate, with re-
spect to a foreign person of the respective
foreign country, on the date that the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea, the Russian Federa-
tion, or the Islamic Republic of Iran, as the
case may be, is removed from the list of for-
eign adversaries in section 791.4 of title 15,
Code of Federal Regulations.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services or their
respective designees.

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LucAs) and the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATERS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
9456, the Protecting American Agri-
culture from Foreign Adversaries Act
of 2024. This important legislation
would codify a new set of policies that
were enacted under the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2024. H.R. 9456
would make those measures perma-
nent.

I would like to begin by thanking the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
NEWHOUSE) for offering this legislation.

The bill is straightforward. It adds
the Secretary of Agriculture as a per-
manent member of the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the United
States, CFIUS, for any transactions re-
lated to the purchase of agricultural
land, agricultural biotechnology, or
any other transactions related to the
U.S. agricultural industry.

The bill also provides a mechanism
for USDA to notify CFIUS of particu-
larly sensitive agricultural trans-
actions. Then, the interagency process
must determine whether a review is ap-
propriate. This legislation guarantees
that the Secretary of Agriculture will
have a seat at the table.

Agriculture Secretary Perdue under
the Trump administration and Sec-
retary Vilsack under this administra-
tion both agree that having a perma-
nent member of CFIUS is necessary. In
fact, during the House Committee on
Agriculture hearing earlier this Con-
gress, Secretary Vilsack discussed the
implications of a permanent placement
of the USDA Secretary on CFIUS, say-
ing: ‘“Being a permanent member
would allow us to educate the
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other members of CFIUS about what to
look for and what to be sensitive to
when it comes to agriculture and agri-
cultural production.”

I agree with the Secretary. USDA has
the unique expertise that can benefit
the other CFIUS members. That is why
this bill is so important.

This bill is the combination of two
pieces of legislation that received
unanimous recorded votes as part of a
Financial Services Committee markup
last fall.

My legislation, the inclusion of the
Agriculture Secretary as a CFIUS
member, and my colleague from Mis-
souri, BLAINE LUETKEMEYER’s legisla-
tion, the USDA referral system, both
enjoyed unanimous bipartisan support.
In addition, slightly modified versions
of these measures were enacted in the
FY24 appropriations in March. I was
pleased to see the policies become the
law of the land.

H.R. 9456 would permanently author-
ize them rather than rely on the an-
nual appropriations process.

The bill focuses the government’s
limited resources on foreign adver-
saries: the People’s Republic of China,
Russia, Iran, and North Korea. It is not
about closing off the United States
from the rest of the world.

For decades, Congress and the execu-
tive branch have upheld our country’s
commitment to an open investment
climate. Foreign investment in the
United States creates millions of jobs
while boosting U.S. exports and ex-
panding R&D budgets.

This legislation is consistent with
our core American values and con-
sistent with the unanimous bipartisan
legislation passed in the Financial
Services Committee.

Since the 1970s, USDA has been re-
sponsible for the collection of foreign
ownership in U.S. agricultural land.
This piece of legislation, as with the bi-
partisan committee-passed version and
the provision currently in law as ap-
propriations language, empowers
USDA to flag foreign persons and enti-
ties for CFIUS to consider.

To object to this legislation is to ob-
ject to current law, existing practices,
and bipartisan consensus.

CFIUS’ mandate remains clear. It
must stay focused on national security
issues, whether in agriculture or any
other sector.

I am hopeful this bill will soon find
its way to the President’s desk so that
the growing cooperation between
CFIUS and USDA can continue, allow-
ing CFIUS to take advantage of the
subject matter expertise housed at the
Department of Agriculture. Food and
agricultural security is a critical com-
ponent of our national security, and
this legislation recognizes that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, before I begin, I would
like to take a moment to acknowledge
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the 23rd anniversary of the September
11 terrorist attacks. Today will serve
as a reminder that we should work
hard to guard against terrorism and al-
ways stand against hate.

Mr. Speaker, moving to the debate on
H.R. 9456, I would like to start by not-
ing that Democrats, especially those
serving on the Financial Services Com-
mittee, have a strong record of work-
ing with Republicans to counter
threats from the People’s Republic of
China. In fact, just yesterday, the
House passed two bills from our com-
mittee.

Unfortunately, H.R. 9456 is not an ex-
ample of that kind of bipartisanship. In
fact, this bill undermines a bipartisan
law that we passed just 6 months ago.
Yes, it was 6 months ago that the
House and Senate worked across the
aisle and with the Biden-Harris admin-
istration to pass legislation that would
protect our national security from ad-
versarial countries like China acquir-
ing critical agricultural land in the
United States.

To help review foreign investments
involving U.S. agriculture, this bipar-
tisan law added the Secretary of the
Department of Agriculture to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the
United States, or CFIUS, which is the
interagency committee that deter-
mines whether a foreign investment in
a United States company or asset could
pose a threat to our national security.
That law further codified reporting and
coordination between the Secretary of
Agriculture and CFIUS.

I mention this law, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I think my Republican col-
leagues have forgotten what we did
only 6 months ago. In their rush to pull
together bills for the so-called China
week, they appear to have brought up a
poorly drafted copy of legislation we
already passed.

However, in the frenzy to bring this
bill to the floor, H.R. 9456 doesn’t du-
plicate the law. Rather, it results in
the Secretary of Agriculture having to
report countless transactions to the
committee that have nothing to do
with our national security.

Currently, the law provides to the
Secretary of Agriculture the support of
the United States intelligence commu-
nity to identify those transactions that
may pose a threat to our national secu-
rity. Inexplicably, H.R. 9456 removes
that intelligence community assist-
ance, leaving the Secretary to guess
which transactions might pose a threat
to our national security.

Further, unlike the law that was
passed just 6 months ago, the bill
broadens the scope from ‘‘foreign gov-
ernments and entities of concern’ to
now include ‘‘foreign persons,” which
means all individuals and entities of
China, Russia, Iran, or North Korea.
This means anyone with citizenship in
those countries, including refugees or
people who are here in the United
States with green cards or other visas.

The bill’s broad-brush approach of
targeting individuals from China,
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North Korea, Russia, and Iran amounts
to racial profiling. This bill’s focus is
similar to the restrictive, xenophobic
real estate laws passed in a number of
States, like Florida, where citizens of
the same countries are banned from
buying property and which has resulted
in numerous instances of discrimina-
tion.

It is for this reason that this bill is
opposed by the Congressional Asian Pa-
cific American Caucus, the National
Iranian American Council, Stop AAPI
Hate, Asian Americans Advancing Jus-
tice, the National Council of Asian Pa-
cific Americans, the Asian American
Scholar Forum, and the American Civil
Liberties Union.

The Biden-Harris administration has
also put out a Statement of Adminis-
tration Policy, saying that is it incon-
sistent with CFIUS process and would
not be implementable as drafted.

Mr. Speaker, these deficiencies,
taken together, will divert precious re-
sources from CFIUS’ targeted national
security reviews. This is a bad bill that
harms the bipartisan work we already
passed this year and would sow divi-
sions among neighbors across America.

Mr. Speaker, for these reasons, I will
vote ‘‘no,” and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE), who not only
understands the security issues be-
cause of his involvement as a United
States Congressman for the State of
Washington, but he is also a farmer
from the State of Washington. He un-
derstands the impact these issues have
on farms and ranches across the coun-
try.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, the
reality that we face is simple: The
CCP, the Chinese Communist Party, is
planting roots in our homeland and
working around the clock to infiltrate
our institutions.

In the last decade, Communist Chi-
na’s investment in U.S. ag land has
grown tenfold. That is a dangerous
trend that we cannot overstate, but
today, we are taking an important step
in keeping them out.

My bill to add the Secretary of Agri-
culture to the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United States is
critical in keeping the CCP off of
American soil.

Mr. Speaker, food security, as you
have heard many times, is national se-
curity. This legislation strengthens the
safety of our supply chains and opens a
door to new reporting mechanisms that
USDA can use to keep us safe from this
threat.
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With an already flawed foreign pur-
chase reporting system within USDA,
we must be sure our ag land is pro-
tected from nefarious actors.

As chairman of the Congressional
Western Caucus, I hear from farmers
and ranchers across the country who
are concerned by the reality that not
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only is the CCP in our backyard, but
we cannot accurately say where.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, my bill
guarantees that the Secretary of Agri-
culture can accurately monitor and re-
port purchases not just for land, but
also for biotechnology, transportation,
storage, and processing.

This bill is a first step. It is the be-
ginning of the effort to keep our great-
est adversaries from being able to pur-
chase any American farmland because,
the way I see it, a group like the CCP,
who has made it their goal to cripple
the United States, has no business hav-
ing a hand in our supply chains and
critical lands, but, first, we must know
exactly how much they already have.

Mr. Speaker, time is not on our side
here. Every moment we wait, the CCP
tightens their grip on our system, fur-
ther succeeding in their efforts.

I thank Speaker JOHNSON and Leader
SCALISE for bringing this important
piece of legislation to the floor. A vote
for this bill is a vote for our farmers,
our economy, and our national secu-
rity.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to highlight just how rushed
the process for this bill has been. I re-
mind my colleagues that this bill was
only introduced 5 days ago, on Friday
of last week.

The notice of the Rules Committee
hearing for this bill went out the same
day that the bill was introduced, and
the hearing happened the very next
Monday.

That timing didn’t give Members and
staff so much as a single business day
to prepare, let alone for the Treasury
Department and outside groups to con-
duct their own analyses. Needless to
say, there hasn’t been a single hearing
on this bill, nor has it ever been
marked up. To top it all off, the rule
providing for consideration of the bill
gives Members no opportunity for
amendment.

Considering we just passed legisla-
tion to address the very concerns that
this bill purports to tackle, I can see
no policy reason as to why we are mov-
ing ahead with this bill so hastily.
Given the serious defects with this bill,
I don’t understand why Republican
leadership is denying Members the op-
portunity to properly assess these
issues.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle have insisted on following
regular order again and again, so I
would urge them to heed their own
calls on this bill and allow this body to
properly consider this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

H.R. 9456 is comprised of two bills
that were both marked up and unani-
mously reported from the Financial
Services Committee. The administra-
tion did not send any technical assist-
ance when both bills were marked up in
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the committee a full year ago. They
did not send TA until 2 days before this
bill went to Rules. The edits were very
technical in nature and open to inter-
pretation.

I repeat again: Both of the under-
lying bills were marked up and unani-
mously reported from the committee
in September of 2023. My colleagues on
both sides of the aisle voted for the
language in committee, and the Treas-
ury gave no responses at the time.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to my
colleague from Nebraska (Mr. FLOOD).

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
NEWHOUSE) for introducing this very
important and long-overdue piece of
legislation.

According to the USDA, as of 2022,
foreign individuals held an interest in
over 43 million acres of U.S. ag land.
For context, 43 million acres is larger
than the State of Florida and greater
than the total land area of 29 U.S.
States.

Between December of 2021 and De-
cember of 2022, privately held foreign
ag land increased by more than 3 mil-
lion acres and now accounts for 3.4 per-
cent of all privately held agricultural
lands in the U.S.

This is a real problem, and it is grow-
ing. Our Nation’s land is linked to our
national security, our food supply, and
energy resources. The rising trend of
foreign ownership is highly concerning.
The USDA is responsible for collecting
data and reporting to Congress on for-
eign-owned ag land, but that is it. In
its own words, the USDA does not have
a role in reviewing the purchase or sale
of ag land in our country.

Additionally, the USDA has failed to
penalize improper filing of ag land
transactions by foreign nationals, fur-
ther emphasizing its lack of sufficient
enforcement authority in this area.

Let me be clear: Foreign ag land
ownership is a national security issue,
and it should be treated as such. Over
the last several years, we have all expe-
rienced firsthand the detrimental im-
pact food and energy supply chain dis-
ruptions can have on our communities.
Therefore, it is simply common sense
that we pass this bill to expand CFIUS
and better address this ongoing threat.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague is exactly
right that the Financial Services Com-
mittee passed language that is similar
in some respects to Representative
NEWHOUSE’s bill just 6 months ago in
the Consolidated Appropriations Act.

That language reflected bipartisan
work done by the Financial Services
Committee on two Republican bills
that had been marked up by our com-
mittee with unanimous votes. We con-
tinue to work in a bipartisan manner
as well as with the Senate and the
Treasury Department to get language
that reflected these two bipartisan
bills into the appropriations bill, which
ultimately got passed into law.
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It is simply false to claim that the
bill we are considering today is some-
how a harmless duplication of what we
have already enacted, as I have laid out
in detail already.

This bill undermines the bipartisan
work that we have done on this issue
and raises serious concerns about both
national security and racial profiling.
We already did the work to strike a
reasonable bipartisan compromise on
this front, but Republicans are choos-
ing to undermine that bipartisanship
with this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 56 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO), the ranking member of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 9456
would expand the kind of transactions
that the Secretary of Agriculture is re-
quired to report to the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the U.S., other-
wise known as CFIUS, including any
farmland transaction by foreign per-
sons from China, North Korea, Russia,
or Iran.

This broad definition of foreign per-
sons would encompass all legal immi-
grants and refugees from these coun-
tries and require the Secretary to re-
port on their agricultural land trans-
actions.

This opens the door to treating im-
migrants as national security threats
solely because of their country of ori-
gin and harms Asian-American commu-
nities across the board.

I recount that my own family, my fa-
ther’s family, was affected by the alien
land laws that were prevalent on the
West Coast of the United States. My
grandfather, Esal Takano, emigrated
to this country through the Port of Ta-
coma, and he married my American-
born grandmother. He was not able to
purchase land in his own name. In fact,
in the mid-1930s, he purchased five
acres of land in my grandmother’s
name because she was an American cit-
izen. My uncle, who was returning in
uniform from the 442nd Infantry, noti-
fied the family that there was a lien
against the property, and they couldn’t
pay it in time because they were in in-
ternment camps.

It is a terrible chapter in our history
that this country passed alien land
laws that affected so many of the fami-
lies that my family knows.

For this reason, at the appropriate
time, I will offer a motion to recommit
this bill back to committee. If the
House Rules permitted, I would have
offered a motion with an important
amendment to this bill.

My amendment would add findings
regarding the scapegoating of Asian
and Iranian Americans as a long part
of U.S. history and show instances of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
nationwide who have experienced dis-
crimination and unfair treatment.

We must send this bill back to com-
mittee and bring forth thoughtful pro-
posals that help our communities with-
out putting our national security at
risk.
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Therefore, I ask unanimous consent
to include in the RECORD the text of
this amendment immediately prior to
the motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I hope
my colleagues will join me in voting
for the motion to recommit.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

The Agriculture Foreign Investments
Disclosure Act of 1978 already requires
that all foreign persons and legal enti-
ties acquiring or transferring an inter-
est in U.S. agricultural property sub-
mit a report to USDA containing the
information on the transaction of the
parties involved. That is present law.

CFIUS can already use this data
when considering potential national se-
curity risks in determining whether a
transaction is covered by its jurisdic-
tion.

This bill does not change that juris-
diction. What this bill does is formally
establish a referral system between
USDA’s current monitoring of land
purchases and CFIUS in order to target
our adversaries and avoid unnecessary
bureaucracy.

The bill singles out purchases involv-
ing the People’s Republic of China,
Iran, North Korea, and Russia. It is the
governments of these nonfree societies
that are our threats, and it is their ma-
nipulation of their people that are the
threats we try to address.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SELF).

Mr. SELF. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, it is no secret that
China intends to take over America
and become the world’s superpower. It
is all about control for the Chinese.
They want to control our prices and
our supplies. For the past few years,
they have been on a spending spree,
buying farmland across the TUnited
States.

Today, one in four pigs raised in the
United States is owned by the Chinese,
and 18 beef and 12 pork establishments
have been given export licenses by the
Chinese Government.

Even more alarming, not only do
they intend to buy this land for their
own benefit, but they also try to use
these shell companies to buy land near
classified military sites. One of the at-
tempted purchases was in my district.

The Protecting American Agri-
culture from Foreign Adversaries Act
is an important step to stop this from
happening. We must pass this legisla-
tion to permanently add the Secretary
of Agriculture to the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the United
States and to take necessary actions to
prohibit the purchase of U.S. agricul-
tural land by foreign adversaries.

If we fail to act now, we risk more
than just losing land. We risk the Chi-
nese Communist Party controlling our
future.
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Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Several groups have come out in op-
position to this bill over concerns of
racial discrimination and profiling, in-
cluding the Congressional Asian Pa-
cific American Caucus, the National
Iranian American Council, the Stop
AAPI Hate, the Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice, the National Council
of Asian Pacific Americans, the Asian
American Scholar Forum, and the
American Civil Liberties Union.
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For example, according to the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union:

This legislation discriminates and targets
individuals solely because of their citizen-
ship and tends to conflate individuals from
covered countries with their governments. It
does this despite the lack of any showing
that it is necessary or that passing this bill
would do anything to protect U.S. national
security interests.

According to the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus:

H.R. 9456 is not an effective way to address
national security. It is a continuation of our
Nation’s shameful history in enacting racist
alien land laws from the 19th and 20th cen-
tury that barred Chinese and Japanese immi-
grants from purchasing land and which even-
tually laid the groundwork for mass incar-
ceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans dur-
ing World War II.

We cannot go back to those shameful
parts of our history where we denied
equal protections and due process for
entire ethnic groups simply because of
their ethnic heritage.

The bipartisan language that we al-
ready passed into law appropriately
tailors reporting from the Secretary of
Agriculture to include only those
transactions that have a national secu-
rity nexus, including transactions that
involve foreign governments or entities
of concern, which is defined to include
foreign terrorist organizations or sanc-
tioned entities on the Treasury Depart-
ment’s economic and trade sanctions
lists.

The law also provides support to the
Secretary of Agriculture from the
United States intelligence community
to determine which transactions may
pose a national security concern.

This bill overturns that bipartisan
compromise and would treat refugees
and legal immigrants from any of these
countries in the same manner as
known terrorist groups.

This is outrageous. I hope that both
sides of the aisle will do what is right,
do what is fair, and recognize the his-
tory that we are not proud of as it re-
lates to racial profiling.

I hope that we would do the right
thing on this bill. This bill should not
be passed. We have already done what
was needed in a bipartisan way. I don’t
know why they would take time to un-
dermine the work that we did, and I
certainly want a ‘‘no’ vote on the bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, before 1
yield to my colleague from Michigan, I
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yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, this is a process
that combines two good pieces of legis-
lation. This is a process that takes
what we successfully did in appropria-
tions, which means an annual process
of renewal, and it makes it permanent
law.

This is an acknowledgement that
Congress recognizes the importance of
making this statute permanent, not
just a part of annual funding language.
It is hard for me to imagine why we
wouldn’t support this. It is just dif-
ficult to imagine.

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
MOOLENAAR).

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Madam Speaker,
food security is national security. The
Chinese Communist Party understands
this.

That is why Xi Jinping has labeled
food security a national priority, and
CCP-aligned companies have amassed
thousands of acres of American farm-
land.

When the CCP looks at U.S. farm-
land, it sees a strategic asset. Once ac-
quired, it will be used to enhance Chi-
nese national security and undermine
our own.

This is because there is no such thing
as a private company in China. Under
their national security laws, private
companies are required to help the Chi-
nese Government and military upon re-
quest. It is certainly not a coincidence
that so much of the farmland Chinese
companies acquire are next to Amer-
ican military bases or critical infra-
structure.

China would never allow U.S. firms
to buy land near Chinese military
bases. To protect our national security,
we need to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support Mr. NEWHOUSE’S
Protecting American Agriculture from
Foreign Adversaries Act to do just
that.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

My colleague across the aisle has
pointed out that the language that we
passed into law as part of the Appro-
priations Act just 6 months ago may
expire along with the appropriations.

While that may be the case, it is sim-
ply false to claim that all this bill
would do is ensure that the language
survives past that expiration. If that
were all this bill were doing, I would
support it, the same way I supported
that language before.

In fact, I would urge Republicans to
bring a bill to the floor that would ex-
clusively eliminate any expiration on
the bipartisan language that we have
already passed so that we can continue
to work in a bipartisan manner on this
issue, instead of moving this harmful
bill that we are considering here today.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Indi-
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ana (Mr. BAIRD), one of my fellow farm-
ers, who understands these issues from
the tractor seat and the field.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, when
we talk about land for farmers and
ranchers, we are really talking about
that top eight inches of soil, which for
some of you that may not recognize,
that we consider that a living, breath-
ing organism because of the organisms
there and the complex chemistry that
takes place, the nutrient exchange that
grow the plants that rise above the sur-
face.

I compliment our farmers and ranch-
ers. We have spent a great deal of time
and money and effort for conservation
programs to protect that top eight
inches of soil.

When we talk about land, we are also
referring to a very precious resource.
Since we have invested so much time
and effort to make sure that we pre-
serve that land, we are not interested
in letting our adversaries have access
to that.

In that vein, in Indiana, foreign in-
vestors own and lease about 400,000
acres of agricultural land. When I talk
about agricultural land, I am talking
about the land that either produces
crops, forestry, pasture forages, and
that sort of thing.

Some of them do not pose a real
threat; however, foreign adversaries,
including Communist China, are buy-
ing up farmland. Investors from Cuba,
Iran, North Korea, Russia, and Ven-
ezuela under the Maduro regime, as I
heard our speaker mention a minute
ago, hold about 95,000 acres of Amer-
ican agricultural land, but between
2010 and 2021, just the last decade or so,
individuals or entities affiliated with
the Communist China increased owner-
ship of our agricultural land from
13,000 acres to 383,000 acres. That is a
tenfold increase.

We need to be conscious of that, we
need to be aware of that, and we don’t
need to let our adversaries have that.

What is even more concerning is that
the Chinese-owned entities have pur-
chased farmland near at least 19 of our
military bases. This strategically
placed land could be used by the Chi-
nese Communist Party to surveil our
military sites. This is a huge national
security threat.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
HINSON). The time of the gentleman
has expired.

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Indiana.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, our ad-
versaries are buying up our farmland. I
mentioned that. The U.S. is currently
losing 175 acres of farm and ranchland
every hour for housing and other indus-
tries. The reduction in the amount of
land for sale is contributing to the
higher prices of land as well as making
it harder for young farmers to access
quality land.

We cannot keep burning the candle
at both ends and allow our adversaries
to purchase land when the American
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farmers are struggling to do so. Ulti-
mately, food security, as has already
been mentioned, is national security.
We must ensure a resource as precious
as our farmland cannot be exploited or
purchased by our adversaries.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As I laid out in my opening remarks,
this bill confusingly duplicates and
conflicts with existing law.

To be clear, this bill would add new
language rather than amending the ex-
isting language that is already in law.
Having two conflicting laws creates
significant legal ambiguity as to how
to interpret these competing texts.

It would undoubtedly result in litiga-
tion as agencies struggle to determine
what their legal obligations are, tying
up limited resources at both CFIUS
and the Department of Agriculture.

This hastily written text does not ap-
pear to have appropriately taken into
account the resulting legal ambigu-
ities, and I would urge all of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
to, at the very least, take the time to
address these legal ambiguities and
provide a clear mandate.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield to the gentlewoman from Iowa, I
will simply note that like all legisla-
tive processes with the signature of the
President on this piece of legislation,
it will supersede the appropriated law.
It will be straightforward.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Iowa (Mrs. HINSON)

Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Protecting the American Agriculture
from Foreign Adversaries Act. I thank
Representative NEWHOUSE for his con-
tinued leadership on this issue. I am
proud to have helped introduce this im-
portant piece of legislation to protect
our food supply from foreign adver-
saries like Communist China.

China does continue to buy up Amer-
ican farmland at an alarming rate.
They are aiming to gain control of our
food and fuel supply chains, stealing
American intellectual property, and
strategically purchasing land near sen-
sitive sites.

China doesn’t even allow its own citi-
zens to own land, but we have allowed
China to purchase nearly 350,000 acres
of our agriculture land.

Our adversaries will stop at nothing
to disrupt critical industries like agri-
culture, and this bill will help us to
block transactions that are a threat to
our national security.

By ensuring that the Secretary of
Agriculture has a seat at the table at
CFIUS, foreign transactions involving
agricultural assets will receive proper
oversight so that we can prevent our
adversaries from continuing to under-
mine our food supply and national se-
curity.

In Towa, we know our land is sacred.
Iowa farmers truly do feed and fuel the
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world, so we cannot allow the CCP to
continue buying up our most valuable
resource.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this good piece of legislation.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for clos-
ing.

H.R. 9456 undercuts not only a bipar-
tisan accomplishment from 6 months
ago, but also our government’s ability
to stop adversarial countries like
China and Russia from acquiring com-
panies, technology, and land that are
critical to our national security.

This bill will also cause financial
harm to lawful, permanent residents
and other immigrants based solely on
an investor’s citizenship.

Members of this body considered this
issue just 6 months ago, passing bipar-
tisan legislation to add the expertise of
the Secretary of the USDA to CFIUS
and improving the process by which ag-
ricultural land transactions are shared
with and reviewed by the government.
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That bill was drafted in coordination
with the Biden-Harris administration
as well as Democrats and Republicans
in the House and Senate. It was passed
into law through the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2024. There is no need
to rewrite this law.

H.R. 9456 is a rush job by the House
Republican leadership, and it shows
how harmful this bill is to both our na-
tional security and the people who we
serve.

I would just say to my colleagues
that if you are really concerned about
security, if you really want to support
ag and the farmers, why did you just
pull the continuing resolution that we
were supposed to take up to continue
government functioning?

Now, I guess you don’t have the
votes, and you are doing nothing to
protect the very people who you pur-
port to want to protect. Wow.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I would note, as I con-
clude with my comments and yield
back also, there have been many occa-
sions when the good lady, the ranking
member of the full committee, and I
have battled over issues, and there
have been occasions when we have been
in the same trenches, fighting in the
same direction on policy. I would say
that she is always a very worthwhile
adversary and just a pretty viciously
effective ally on those rare occasions,
but today, we disagree. We disagree.

I believe Americans have long recog-
nized that a resilient food supply is es-
sential to national security, which is
why the rise of foreign investments in
our Nation’s farmlands deserves in-
creased scrutiny.

We have seen our geopolitical adver-
saries, China in particular, are eager to
exploit vulnerabilities in critical sup-
ply chains. Investment from China
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poses a unique risk to the American
economy, and the Chinese Communist
Party exercises immense control and
influence over Chinese-owned compa-
nies operating abroad.

This bill recognizes that a national
security framework that excludes agri-
culture is incomplete.

In my own State of Oklahoma, for-
eign land ownership has been against
the law for decades and decades, but
my State officials tell me that with the
web of LLCs and trusts and a variety of
other legal mechanisms, they have a
difficult time in enforcing that.

This piece of legislation today is one
of many pieces of the puzzle to bring
this to a focus. If you care about the
security of this great Nation and if you
care about building on actions that we
have taken in this Congress before,
then I urge you to vote for this bill.
Make permanent law what is now an
annual appropriation-type process. I
think it is the right thing to do.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to this discriminatory and un-
necessary legislation.

The Committee on Foreign Investment in
the U.S. (CFIUS) is currently empowered to
examine foreign investments related to agri-
culture.

This legislation would continue to exacer-
bate anti-Asian hate and xenophobia. This leg-
islation mirrors the discriminatory real-estate
laws proposed in many States, including my
home State of Texas.

As a staunch opponent of invidious discrimi-
nation, | have introduced legislation, H.R.
3697—Preemption of Real Property Discrimi-
nation Act, which would preempt these unac-
ceptable State laws that seek to deny foreign
citizens the opportunity to acquire real prop-
erty in the United States.

Congress must reject all attempts to exacer-
bate the already intolerable levels of xeno-
phobia in our Nation.

Diversity is a benefit, not a detriment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. VAN
DREW). All time for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1430,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Tanko of California moves to recom-
mit the bill H.R. 9456 to the Committee on
Financial Services.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. TAKANO is as follows:

Mr. Takano moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 9456 to the Committee on Financial
Services with instructions to report the
same back to the House forthwith, with the
following amendment:

Insert after section 1 the following:
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The scapegoating of Asian and Iranian
Americans for our nation’s problems has
long been part of U.S. history—and history
has shown us that heightened xenophobia
creates a cycle which leads to violence.
Since the 19th century, Asian Americans
have been unjustly targeted through the Chi-
nese Exclusion Act of 1882, the ‘‘Yellow
Peril”’ era lynchings of Chinese immigrants,
exclusionary alien land laws, the incarcer-
ation of 120,000 innocent Japanese Americans
during World War II, the murder of Vincent
Chin, the mass surveillance of Muslim, Mid-
dle Eastern, Arab, Sikh, and South Asian
communities in the aftermath of 9/11, and
the racial profiling of Chinese American sci-
entists under the China Initiative.

(2) Today, nearly half (49%) of Asian Amer-
icans and Pacific Islanders nationwide have
experienced discrimination or unfair treat-
ment that may be illegal.

(3) Since March 2020, over 11,500 anti-Asian
hate crimes and incidents have been reported
to Stop AAPI Hate.

(4) 58% of Asian American adults say they
have experienced racial discrimination or
been treated unfairly because of their race or
ethnicity.

(5) 78% of Asian adults have been treated
as a foreigner in some way, even if they are
U.S. born.

(6) A majority of Iranian Americans say
that they or someone they are close to has
experienced discrimination.

(7) Six in 10 Iranian Americans are con-
cerned about increasing discrimination
against and the personal safety of Iranian
Americans.

(8) It has been widely reported that imple-
mentation of laws restricting or prohibiting
foreign persons from China, Russia, North
Korea, and Iran, including refugees and
green card holders, from purchasing property
and land in 22 Sates across the country have
contributed to racial profiling, xenophobia
and discrimination lawsuits.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that racial profiling and xeno-
phobia have no place in America, that hate
crimes against the Iranian American, Asian
American, and Pacific Islander communities
have increased, and that Congress should not
pass laws that codify or perpetuate discrimi-
nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. TIF-
FANY). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess for a period of less than 15 min-
utes.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 12 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TIFFANY) at 1 o’clock and
16 minutes p.m.

—————

NO WHO PANDEMIC PREPARED-
NESS TREATY WITHOUT SENATE
APPROVAL ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1425.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1430 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1425.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. VAN DREW) to
preside over the Committee of the
Whole.
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Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1425) to
require any convention, agreement, or
other international instrument on pan-
demic prevention, preparedness, and re-
sponse reached by the World Health As-
sembly to be subject to Senate ratifica-
tion, with Mr. VAN DREW in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. DA-
VIDSON) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON).

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 1425, Congressman ToOM
TIFFANY’s No World Health Organiza-
tion Pandemic Preparedness Treaty
Without Senate Approval Act.

This bill ensures that the Biden-Har-
ris administration does not circumvent
Congress, and it requires that any
international instrument on pandemic
prevention, preparedness, and response
as agreed to by the World Health As-
sembly must be considered by the Sen-
ate as a treaty.

When it comes to imposing binding
international obligations on Ameri-
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cans, the executive branch cannot go it
alone. In our Constitution, in our re-
publican system of government, the
people’s elected Representatives in
Congress must give their approval.

An international treaty that cannot
command the support of two-thirds of
the Senate is not actually a treaty.
While one administration may submit
to it, it certainly does not bind our Na-
tion or future administrations.

This proposed World Health Organi-
zation Pandemic Agreement is no ex-
ception. In fact, that potentially ex-
pansive agreement especially needs
proper review and debate by the Amer-
ican people’s elected Representatives.

Article 19 of the WHO Constitution
states that such agreements must be
submitted to each member state for re-
view ‘‘in accordance with its constitu-
tional processes.” Our constitutional
process requires ratification by the
Senate for something to be considered
a treaty before it may come into force.

Likewise, during the World Health
Assembly in May, the World Health Or-
ganization Director-General promised
that any agreement ‘‘will go to par-
liaments for consideration and ratifica-
tion.”” We don’t have a parliament. In
our body, it would go to the Senate.

It isn’t being sent there by the Biden-
Harris administration. Why does the
administration not want this to go to
the Senate? That is an important ques-
tion to ask. They certainly have not
kept the drafting and negotiations
transparent or accountable to the
American people.

Now that negotiations are supposed
to conclude by early 2025, there re-
mains a distinct possibility that the
World Health Assembly will try to call
an emergency vote on a final draft
treaty before a new U.S. administra-
tion takes office.

Far too little attention has been paid
to what this treaty would mean for
health policy in the United States and
elsewhere. The latest draft is limitless
in scope and contains overly broad lan-
guage that can be read to support abor-
tion and radical left ideology. It claims
to impose undefined financial obliga-
tions. It grants more authority to the
WHO, potentially infringing on our
sovereignty. It threatens both intellec-
tual property and free speech rights. It
provides zero accountability for China.

The pandemic treaty would give
more U.S. taxpayer dollars to the WHO
bureaucrats to manage, even though
the U.S. has already spent billions on
pandemic preparedness. In total, the
U.S. has spent around $2.2 billion to-
ward global health security which,
along with the Pandemic Fund dona-
tions, goes toward strengthening global
health systems, supply chains,
healthcare workforces, and inter-
national laboratories.

In addition, the International Health
Regulations have been in place since
2005 as a mechanism to address infec-
tious disease outbreaks around the
world. They were just updated this past
May to include a new financial mecha-
nism. Why do we need yet another
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funding stream of U.S. dollars for
pandemics?

What is also concerning is how the
treaty is being used as a vehicle to pro-
mote and implement a radical left ide-
ology. If this treaty were truly a model
for promoting global health security,
then the World Health Organization
would keep it clean of divisive and con-
troversial items, not just for Ameri-
cans’ interests but for interests around
the world in keeping with the humani-
tarian principle of neutrality.

Americans remember and are still re-
covering from the devastations of
COVID-19. Many lives and livelihoods
were lost, and we can certainly and
should prepare for future pandemics.
However, Americans also remember the
WHO’s egregious mishandling of
COVID-19. World Health Organization
Director-General Tedros enabled the
Chinese Communist Party’s grand
COVID-19 coverup in the winter of 2020
by parroting the Chinese Communist
Party’s lies such as that the virus did
not spread via human-to-human trans-
mission that contributed directly to
death and disruption around the world.

Despite that colossal failure, the
World Health Organization still has not
addressed China’s involvement in the
pandemic’s creation or spread and have
not conducted internal reforms nec-
essary to address its own role in the
mismanagement of that pandemic. In-
stead, WHO is asking for more money,
more authority, more legitimacy, and
less accountability. The Biden-Harris
administration is supporting their ef-
forts to do so.

Thankfully, H.R. 1425 ensures that
the American people, through their
elected Senators, will have the oppor-
tunity to review any pandemic treaty,
especially the sweeping grant of power
and money to the World Health Organi-
zation.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I stand in opposition to
H.R. 1425. We can’t forget the dark
times that COVID-19 brought to our
communities across the United States
and around the entire world. The pan-
demic resulted in a tragic loss of lives.
More than 1.2 million Americans and
more than 7 million people around the
world died. The next pandemic is not a
matter of if, it is a matter of when.

During the response to COVID-19, we
saw inequities, inequalities, and unfair-
ness across the international system—
vaccine manufacturing capabilities
benefiting wealthy nations and vaccine
access being denied to less wealthy na-
tions who were forced to wait in line
and, in some cases, punished for shar-
ing COVID samples with CDC labs and
other global health institutions that
helped improve the efficacy of U.S.-
produced vaccines.

The American people understand
that the United States’ leadership is
critical to addressing the world’s most
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pressing challenges. A key way to do
this is through multilateral institu-
tions, including the World Health Orga-
nization. Working multilaterally is
critical to strengthening our national
security and to securing our public
health systems.

Don’t just take my word for it. In a
nationwide poll conducted at the
height of the pandemic, it was found
that 82 percent of American voters sup-
ported the United Nations’ role in help-
ing to stop the spread of COVID-19
overseas. That included 98 percent of
Democrats and 69 percent of Repub-
licans.

The pandemic accord aims to
strengthen global pandemic preven-
tion, preparedness, and response. The
United States is a linchpin in ensuring
a pandemic accord not only serves our
global health security interests but
also helps coordinate a global response
to public health threats that don’t see
our borders.

H.R. 1425 is a sadly, nakedly partisan
attempt to subvert U.S. diplomatic ef-
forts to reach a pandemic accord agree-
ment alongside 194 World Health Orga-
nization member states. The draft pan-
demic agreement strengthens the glob-
al workforce, improves distribution of
medical countermeasures, and provides
funding for WHO members to improve
their response capacity. We must not
miss this opportunity to improve glob-
al health systems response capacity,
including to prevent the tragic loss of
life in the United States of America
and globally.

Only by learning from our mistakes
made during the global response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, this agreement
could be a watershed moment in ad-
vancing global health security. We
must support the ongoing pandemic
agreement negotiations, as it could
prove essential to saving American
lives. Unfortunately, this bill only
serves to undermine diplomatic efforts
seeking to strengthen global health se-
curity.

House Foreign Affairs Committee
Democrats unanimously opposed this
measure at markup, and we made clear
when this bill was marked up by our
committee in July, the President has
the authority of acceding to an agree-
ment through executive action.
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Executive action does not require the
advice and consent of the Senate. The
vast majority, 90 percent, of all U.S.
international legal agreements are ap-
proved via executive action rather than
formal approval by the Senate.

The draft pandemic agreement under
negotiation is not a treaty. If it were,
I would be standing in support of H.R.
1425.

While framed as an effort to increase
congressional oversight, this bill really
is a part of Republicans’ politicization
of COVID response and antiscience-
based policy. It puts the safety and na-
tional security of Americans in jeop-
ardy, simply because they don’t like
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the WHO, or any multilateral institu-
tions for that matter, under their iso-
lationist—they like to isolate them-
selves from everything and everyone. It
is the MAGA platform.

If the U.S. is not allowed to sit at the
table or our negotiating leverage is
weakened by this bill, our adversaries
and those who do not have our best in-
terests in mind, guess what, they will
be the ones to fill the void.

The Biden-Harris administration has
made a good-faith effort to notify Con-
gress of its planned actions regarding
U.S. negotiations, and these efforts
have been met with unanimous opposi-
tion from Senate and House Repub-
licans who have voiced their opposition
to any agreement no matter what its
contents are.

One of the misleading claims made
by critics of the draft pandemic agree-
ment includes the idea that it would
subvert U.S. sovereignty. Yet, in fact,
the draft pandemic agreement explic-
itly states that it does not give the
WHO any power to dictate specific pol-
icy to member nations and that mem-
ber states may implement policies ac-
cording to their sovereign laws. Simply
put, the draft pandemic agreement ex-
pressly affirms the sovereignty of na-
tions to address public health matters.

False claims that the agreement
would undermine our sovereignty have
been thoroughly debunked by multiple
reputable sources. The Biden-Harris ad-
ministration has made it clear that
they will not support any agreement
harmful to U.S. interests, including
our sovereignty.

Securing the pandemic agreement
would be essential to saving not just
American lives but many lives around
the world. This bill undermines diplo-
matic efforts seeking to strengthen
global health security, and I, alongside
all House Foreign Affairs Committee

Democrats, unanimously oppose this
measure.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chair, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. TIFFANY), the author of
this very important bill.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Chair, I thank the
gentleman from Ohio for his leader-
ship.

Mr. Chair, who do you want in charge
of a pandemic policy in the United
States? Do you want the corrupt
globalists at the World Health Organi-
zation in charge of it, or do you want
the United States of America to be at
the wheel of our pandemic policy?

The answer is simple.

The World Health Organization has
proven time and time again that they
cannot be trusted to carry out an effec-
tive pandemic response.

In 2019, they ignored Taiwan’s early
warning about the COVID-19 outbreak,
then they parroted the lies of the Chi-
nese Communist Party that there was
no human-to-human transmission.

Now, the Biden-Harris administra-
tion is seeking to reward them with
our pandemic management.
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The pandemic treaty draft includes
no accountability or improved trans-
parency measures for the CCP in its
role in covering up the origins of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

It focuses on mandated resource and
technology transfers and shreds intel-
lectual property rights. It also con-
tains certain provisions that may po-
lice our First Amendment rights.

Lastly, it does not protect the sov-
ereignty of the United States of Amer-
ica. This legislation is a no-brainer for
anyone who stands for transparency
and America’s sovereignty.

It would require any convention or
agreement resulting from the work of
the World Health Organization’s inter-
governmental negotiating body to be
deemed a treaty, thus requiring the ad-
vice and consent of two-thirds of the
Senate.

Given the vast reach of this so-called
pandemic treaty, don’t we want Con-
gress to have oversight of it?

I encourage all my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, but more importantly, I
urge all my colleagues to choose Amer-
ican sovereignty because that is really
what is at stake today.

I would also say, Mr. Chair, I am
hearing from the other side, from the
gentleman from New York, it sounds
like he has a draft of the treaty. If he
does, we would like to see it because we
have not received a final draft of the
treaty, and that is part of the impetus
for this bill.

If we are going to have transparency
and accountability for the American
people, which we should certainly have,
then we need to see the document.
Produce the document, allow us to be
able to review it, and have the United
States Senate, a body of the people of
the United States of America, be able
to ratify this very important agree-
ment that may have far-reaching im-
pacts on the American people.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chair, the rank-
ing member highlights that the World
Health Organization somehow gives a
head nod to sovereignty. It is true that
in their most recent public draft they
mention sovereignty, but only to the
extent that they agree that it is in
their interest. So somehow they take a
position where they are going to judge
whether it really conforms or not. That
should be alarming, and it should per-
suade my colleagues to not vote on
party lines, but instead, to unite in
support of this good bill.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chair, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SELF), a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs and a co-
sponsor of this bill.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, my constitu-
ents in Texas did not elect a single
member of the World Health Organiza-
tion to represent them.

This globalist cabal known as the
WHO capitalized on the CCP bioweapon
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which we now call COVID-19 and
pushed its tyrannical policies across
the world.

As my colleague across the aisle said,
these were dark days under tyranny.

Leftwing globalists surrendered
American sovereignty and gave control
to the WHO during the public health
emergency. These power-hungry bu-
reaucrats shut down our entire country
and infringed upon the constitutional
rights of Americans.

The Biden-Harris administration can-
not circumvent the treaty process de-
fined by the Constitution. Any agree-
ment with the WHO on international
pandemic prevention, preparedness,
and response must be considered by the
Senate as a treaty.

There are definite criteria that deter-
mine what constitutes a treaty. I rec-
ommend my colleagues across the aisle
read those criteria.

Our lawless President and his lawless
administration should execute the law.
Our Founders of the Constitution wise-
ly included a requirement for the
United States to agree to any inter-
national treaty a Senate supermajority
would be required.

Americans don’t support empowering
unelected bureaucrats at the WHO who
don’t hold American values.

H.R. 1425 reaffirms Americans’ voices
through their elected Senators. There
can be no WHO pandemic treaty with-
out Senate approval.

The CHAIR. Members are reminded
to refrain from engaging in personal-
ities toward the President of the
United States.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

The gentleman indicated that he had
not seen or known of the draft. I would
refer him to the WHO’s website. There
is plenty of information. Just go to the
website.

On the website, Article 24, Paragraph
3 of the draft agreement—I am reading
from it now—goes on to say that:
“Nothing in the WHO pandemic agree-
ment shall be interpreted as providing
the WHO Secretariat, including the
WHO Director-General, any authority
to direct, order, alter or otherwise pre-
scribe the domestic laws or policies of
any party, or to mandate or otherwise
impose any requirements that parties
take specific actions, such as ban or ac-
cept travelers, impose vaccination
mandates or therapeutic or diagnostic
measures, or implement lockdowns.”’

It is clear, concise, and available.

Furthermore, I understand that the
Biden administration has issued a
statement of policy on this bill strong-
ly opposing it.

I include in the RECORD that state-
ment of administration policy.

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY
H.R. 1425—N0O WHO PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS

TREATY WITHOUT SENATE APPROVAL ACT—

REP. TIFFANY, R-WI, AND 59 COSPONSORS

Pandemic preparedness was a day one pri-
ority for the Biden-Harris Administration.
Under this Administration’s leadership, the
United States has coordinated global efforts
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to end the acute phase of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and ensure the international commu-
nity is better prepared to respond to the next
pandemic.

The Administration strongly opposes H.R.
1425, which provides that any international
instrument on pandemic prevention, pre-
paredness, and response reached by World
Health Organization (WHO) member states
pursuant to the recommendations, report, or
work of the International Negotiating Body
(INB) established by the second special ses-
sion of the World Health Assembly ‘‘is
deemed to be a treaty’” and require the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate. Presidents
have historically taken a variety of ap-
proaches to making and carrying out inter-
national agreements, and this bill would im-
properly purport to constrain the President’s
authority to do so in furthering the impor-
tant work of achieving advancements, with
the international community, to prevent,
prepare for, and respond to pandemics. If en-
acted, this bill would undermine efforts by
this Administration and future Administra-
tions to better protect the United States by
preventing international public emergencies
like COVID-19 from happening again. The
Administration will continue to engage with
the Congress and adhere to well-established
principles in assessing the outcome of the
work of the INB as these negotiations con-
tinue.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chair, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOOD).

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, Mr.
MEEKS talks like there is a final draft
of the treaty. We, again, have not seen
it. How else would he seem to know or
claim to know that it is an executive
agreement? We thought it was still in
negotiations.

Mr. Chair, I am in strong support of
H.R. 1425 requiring any agreement
reached by the World Health Organiza-
tion to be deemed as a treaty, and
thus, requiring the approval of the Sen-
ate by a two-thirds vote.

The WHO corruptly handled the
China virus due, in no small part, to
WHO Director-General Tedros being
heavily influenced by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi.

In 2020, Tedros praised China for
their handling of the pandemic, even
though it was clear that they were
withholding critical information about
the true origin and nature of the virus.

This year, member states of WHO
have been working to come to an
agreement on what is called the pan-
demic prevention, preparedness, and re-
sponse accord. Thankfully, this agree-
ment, which would absolutely be an
unconstitutional surrender of sov-
ereignty of the United States, has not
been finalized.

However, the World Health Assem-
bly, the body deliberating language in
the agreement, has already agreed to
several amendments committing to
solidarity and equity, establishing a
new body to facilitate effective imple-
mentation, and creating an inter-
national human rights authority to im-
prove coordination between countries.

This is nothing more than an inter-
national power grab by leftist elitists
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who hate America, want to infringe on
individual privacy, and seek to attack
the fundamental principles of Amer-
ican self-governance and self-deter-
mination.

The WHO symbolizes and represents
what the left wants for the world and
for the United States, where national
sovereignty and individual freedom
mean nothing.

The Democrats don’t believe in
American exceptionalism, American
sovereignty, our founding Judeo-Chris-
tian principles, or the preservation of
that which makes us unique and the
hope for the world.

That is why they believe that every-
body in the world has the inherent
right to come to America, whether le-
gally or illegally.

Just 4 short years ago, the Biden ad-
ministration—or the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration as it used to be called—
was shutting down our economy and
forcing us to stay in our homes due to
the China virus. They think that went
great, and they would gladly do it
again if it was beneficial to their own
interests.

The United States should end all tax-
payer funding of the WHO, formally
withdraw as a member, and ignore any
and all edicts put out by that body.

Until we do that, at a minimum, we
should ensure the Senate holds them
accountable for their infringement on
our sovereignty and require a two-
thirds approval of any agreement or
treaty, which is what it really is.

I thank my friend Mr. TIFFANY for
his leadership, and I thank Mr. DAVID-
SON for leading this debate on this im-
portant issue. I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of this bill.
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Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chair, I have no
additional speakers, and I reserve the
right to close.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Let me say, Mr. Chair, that I believe
that one of the things that my Repub-
lican friends are trying to do here is to
divert the actions, the inactions, and
the failure of the prior administration
during the pandemic. I think that is
what the real issue is here and that is
what the problem is. That is why they
are putting this bill forward. It is be-
cause they know about the former
President, and they know what he said
during the time of the pandemic. It is
still there for all the world to see about
what he said at that particular time. It
is this debate, and this bill is why they
are debating this and are against the
bill vigorously.

So what happened?

What did Donald Trump say?

Let’s go back, because sometimes it
seems as though our memories fail of
what took place during the pandemic.
One way we can do that is let’s look at
what the President said because he
loves to tweet, or now whatever else he
puts it on, but he said:

“We are in very close communication
with China concerning the virus. Very
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few cases reported in USA, but strong-
ly on watch. We have offered China and
President Xi any help that is nec-
essary. Our experts are extraordinary!”

That is what he said. Then he came
right back after that:

“I think our relationship has never
been better. We’re very much involved
with them, right now, on the virus
that’s going around. We’re working
very closely. I spoke to President Xi.
We’re working very closely with China.
And, honestly, I think, as tough as this
negotiation was, I think our relation-
ship with China now might be the best
it’s been in a long, long time.”

He goes on, and on January 29 he
said:

“Just received a briefing on the
Coronavirus in China from all of our
great agencies, who are also working
closely with China. We will continue to
monitor the ongoing developments. We
have the best experts anywhere in the
world, and they are on top of it 24/7!”

That is the former President of the
United States.

What I think has to happen is that
we must apply some of the very painful
lessons from COVID-19. One of those
lessons that we learned is we must
strengthen our global health systems.

The pandemic agreement, if secured,
could do just that. We learn from the
past. It would help us, but if we do H.R.
1425, we would be effectively sending
and torpedoing the United States’
membership in the WHO’s pandemic
agreement.

Now, I know as, I said before, my Re-
publican colleagues don’t like to be a
part of multilateral organizations.
However, when we have a worldwide
pandemic, it is multilateral organiza-
tions working collectively together
that can save lives because it doesn’t
stay in one part of the world. It travels
all over the world, and it means that
we have to conversate, negotiate, and
work with others.

The world is much smaller today.
You can’t isolate it. We have got to
work with people. Multilateral organi-
zations are for that purpose. Often-
times our experts’ voices lead. If you
take our voices away, then it hurts the
American public, the American people,
and our friends and allies and others
all around the world.

We have got to strengthen our multi-
lateral relationships, especially when
we are talking about WHO’s pandemic
agreement. That is because what that
agreement aims to do is strengthen
global pandemic prevention and
strengthen preparedness and response.
We can’t let this noise and we can’t
allow Republicans to politicize the re-
sponse of COVID pandemic and utilize
antiscience-based policies to derail our
diplomatic efforts. This is something
that we really should be working to-
gether on to get done.

Doesn’t it jus