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The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
W. HICKENLOOPER, a Senator from the
State of Colorado.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, our shelter and shield,
today we remember 9/11. As we recall
the tragedy, infamy, and heroism of
that day, we better understand that
freedom isn’t free.

We remember how the pain united us
so that we knew we were not hyphen-
ated Americans but one people. Infuse
us in these challenging times with a
similar spirit of oneness, inspiring us
to work for the well-being of all people.

Lord, we are grateful for the protec-
tion You have provided us for the 23
years since that calamitous day. May
we continue to trust You to be our ref-
uge for the future of this land we love.
Continue to use our lawmakers as in-
struments of Your peace.

We pray in Your majestic Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 11, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN W.
HICKENLOOPER, a Senator from the State of
Colorado, to perform the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. HICKENLOOPER thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Kevin Gafford Ritz, of Ten-
nessee, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Sixth Circuit.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.
23RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001,

ATTACKS

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, 23
years ago today, forces of evil brought
their war on the United States to
American soil. They filled a clear blue

sky with smoke, fire, and the shattered
lives of 2,977 innocent people.

Before the dust had settled, the world
witnessed the extraordinary heroism of
first responders, the compassion of
neighbors and volunteers, and the will
of a proud nation not to let this sav-
agery go unanswered.

The terrorists had started this war,
but America resolved to finish it. At
times, that resolve has wavered. Over
the years since September 11, 2001, I
have counseled administrations of both
parties not to shortchange, hamstring,
or abandon our fight against the ter-
rorists or let up on the adversaries who
support them. I have urged colleagues
in Congress not to make the job of the
warfighter harder by taking essential
counterterrorism authorities off the
table, and I will continue to do so as
our colleagues consider our recent vote
on section 702 and the one we will take
in less than 2 years to further extend
this vital intelligence collection au-
thority.

The Biden-Harris administration pre-
tends the War on Terrorism is over.
The Vice President herself claimed last
night that ‘“‘there is not one member of
the United States military who is in
active duty in a combat zone . . . [for]
the first time this century.”

Well, this, of course, would be news
to U.S. servicemembers who conducted
operations against ISIS in Iraq last
week and to the sailors intercepting
Houthi rockets in the Red Sea and to
the families of servicemembers killed
and injured in the attack on Tower 22
near Jordan’s border with Syria earlier
this year.

Our current Commander in Chief and
the Biden-Harris administration are
not the first to chase the tail of shut-
ting down terrorist detention at Guan-
tanamo Bay. They are not the first to
indulge in the idea of a pivot away
from a region full of important U.S. in-
terests. They are not the first to sug-
gest that America gets to decide uni-
laterally when threats from Afghani-
stan end, but they were the ones who
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followed through with the disastrous
retreat that torched American credi-
bility and left 13 servicemembers dead.

The administration pinned its hopes
on the mistaken idea that because the
U.S.-led coalition had made tremen-
dous progress in keeping terrorist
threats under control, we could con-
tinue to do so from over the horizon.
So how is that going? Despite assur-
ances from the Secretary of Defense
that over-the-horizon operations would
not suffer from a lack of human intel-
ligence after the U.S. withdrawal, the
administration hasn’t conducted a sin-
gle strike—not one—against ISIS-K,
the terrorists responsible for the Abbey
Gate bombing, among other atrocities,
since 2001. Of course, that is not be-
cause the terrorists have been quiet. In
fact, by one analysis this year, ISIS-K
planned 21 external plots or attacks in
9 countries in the previous 12 months
alone, compared to just 3 between 2018
and the spring of 2022.

The ODNI annual threat assessment
was forced to acknowledge that ‘‘ter-
rorists will maintain an interest in
conducting attacks against U.S.
persons, allies, and interests world-
wide.” Indeed, America’s retreat from
Afghanistan has invited violence else-
where, from the resurgence of the Is-
lamic State in Iraq and Syria, to the
AQAP in Yemen, to al-Qaida affiliates
across the Sahel. And then there is
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad
and Hezbollah and the Houthis and
Iraqi terrorist groups, all of whom have
been trained and equipped, aided and
abetted, by the world’s most active
state sponsor of terror—Iran.

Hamas’s attack on October 7 is de-
scribed as Israel’s September 11. Rel-
ative to population, it was actually
September 11 15 times over. It was the
deadliest day for the Jewish people
since the Holocaust, and it wouldn’t
have been possible without the involve-
ment of Tehran.

The chaos stemming from this geno-
cidal assault and the violent choreog-
raphy by the IRGC of attacks on Israel
and U.S. interests across the region are
evidence of the failure of this adminis-
tration’s passive, accommodating ap-
proach to Iran and its terrorist proxies.

America’s weakness and hesitation
will not deter our adversaries. With-
holding critical assistance from part-
ners on the frontlines will not defeat
them. This is true in Israel just as it is
true in Ukraine.

There is no doubt that allies, part-
ners, and adversaries in Asia and else-
where are watching a tentative Amer-
ica pull its punches. They are ques-
tioning our resolve and our commit-
ment to our friends.

If we are unwilling to change Iran’s
calculus and compel an end to attacks
on American forces in Iraq and Syria
or international vessels on the high
seas and if we are unwilling to stand
with partners like Israel or Ukraine,
can we be trusted to stand up to the
PRC?

Twenty-three years ago, a dangerous
world struck America here at home.
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We must not wait for today’s threats to
do the same.
BIDENOMICS

Mr. President, on another matter,
since President Biden took office, con-
sumer prices have increased more than
20 percent. That is the hard truth of
the monthly inflation report, and it is
worth remembering where it came
from.

Vice President HARRIS has said:

‘“We are very proud of Bidenomics.”’

Well, she should be. After all, it was
the Vice President herself whose vote
here in the Senate helped send our
economy into a historic inflationary
spiral. Back in March 2021, she cast the
tie-breaking vote on the motion to pro-
ceed to the so-called American Rescue
Plan, and in August 2022, she did the
same for passage of the so-called Infla-
tion Reduction Act.

Sure enough, the Vice President is
rather proud of this record. The way
she tells it, ‘“Through all our work,
President Biden and I are building an
economy that works for working peo-
ple.” But does it really? Does it really
work for working people? If you ask
some of the folks I talked to last
month, you would likely hear a dif-
ferent story.

Two years on, high prices in the
wake of the Inflation Reduction Act
are still forcing working Americans to
make tough choices. A mother in
North Carolina told a reporter re-
cently:

Sometimes I have to choose whether I am
going to pay the light bill or pay all the rent
or buy food or not let my son do a sport.

Surging prices are especially chal-
lenging for seniors on a fixed income.
One Pennsylvania retiree observed re-
cently that she was ‘‘down to eating
ramen for lunch, which I never ate in
my life until recently. If it is not
marked down, I just don’t eat it. I
haven’t eaten beef since I don’t know
when. I can’t afford it.”

This is the economy that Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS has said is working for
working people. This is Bidenomics in
action—or perhaps it is time to give
the economy the Vice President is so
proud of a new name.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
23RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001,

ATTACKS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, before 1
begin, I want to take a moment to ac-
knowledge what today is: 23 years ago,
terrorists flew planes into the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon and 23
years since a heroic group of Ameri-
cans prevented even greater tragedy by
bringing down a fourth hijacked plane
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before it could crash into another tar-
get.

As on every September 11 since that
black day, we remember the heroes
who rose up—at the World Trade Cen-
ter, at the Pentagon, and in that bare
field near Shanksville, PA—and we
mourn all those who were lost.

My prayers, as always, are with the
families of all those who still grieve
their fallen loved ones and with all
those whose calling is to respond to
danger and stand between us and ter-
ror.

2024 ELECTIONS

Mr. President, there has been a diz-
zying amount of change in the Demo-
crat Party over the past couple of
months. First, and obviously, there
was the replacement of President Biden
with KAMALA HARRIS on the ticket.
Democrat voters who had gone to the
polls in the primaries and cast a vote
for President Biden were informed
that, in fact, the delegates they had
chosen would be supporting Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS instead.

That was a big change but not the
only one. There is also the new Demo-
crat nominee’s attempt to reinvent
herself. It began 5 short years ago since
KAMALA HARRIS was running for Presi-
dent in the Democrat primary as a left-
ist. She endorsed, among other things,
a ban on fracking, taxpayer-funded
gender reassignment surgeries for de-
tained immigrants, decriminalizing
drug possession, decriminalizing illegal
border crossings, mandatory buybacks
of certain guns—and I could go on.

Of course, none of that was a big sur-
prise. After all, then-Senator HARRIS—
a supporter of a government takeover
of healthcare and the budget-busting
Green New Deal—regularly made lists
of most liberal Senators. But what is
surprising is the apparent 180-degree
flip she has made in the past—well,
let’s say, 7 weeks or so in this cam-
paign.

She opposed a border wall; now she
apparently supports one. She supported
a ban on fracking; well, now she op-
poses one. She supported Medicare for
All—the Federal takeover of
healthcare—and now says she won’t
push for it if she is President. She sup-
ported mandatory gun buybacks; now
she won’t push for them. She supported
an electric vehicle mandate; and now,
apparently, she doesn’t.

I could go on, on that list. It is amaz-
ing what a brief 7 weeks or so can do or
perhaps I should say it is amazing what
getting nominated for President can
do. But it seems that despite her appar-
ent move to the center, progressive
voters should not be alarmed.

A far-left compatriot of the Vice
President, the senior Senator from
Vermont, whose Medicare for All gov-
ernment healthcare takeover she co-
sponsored, was asked on ‘‘Meet the
Press’” last weekend whether he
thought Vice President HARRIS was
abandoning her progressive ideals.
““No,” he answered, ‘‘I don’t think she’s
abandoning her ideals. I think she’s
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trying to be pragmatic in doing what
she thinks is right in order to win the
election.”

“I think she is trying to be prag-
matic and doing what she thinks is
right in order to win the election.”

Well, nothing like saying the quiet
part out loud. I suspect he is right, and
I suspect that one of the Senate’s most
liberal Senators could quickly become
one of the Nation’s most liberal Presi-
dents.

I think it is fair to say we have got-
ten a taste over the last 4 years as to
what government under KAMALA HAR-
RIS looks like, and so far it mostly
looks like a historic inflation crisis, a
raging border crisis, and uncertainty
on the global stage.

When I say the past 4 years have
looked like a historic inflation crisis
and a raging border crisis, I do mean
the past 4 years. Inflation started spik-
ing within 2 months of President Biden
and Vice President HARRIS taking of-
fice, thanks in large part to Demo-
crats’ American Rescue Plan’s spend-
ing spree, a spending spree, I might
add, for which KAMALA HARRIS cast the
deciding vote. And almost 4 years
later, inflation is still above the Fed-
eral Reserve’s target inflation rate.
Americans are now paying a staggering
$13,000 more a year just to maintain
the same standard of living they en-
joyed when President Biden and Vice

President HARRIS took office—$13,000.
Vice President HARRIS recently said

in her speech at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention that her administra-
tion would work on lowering the cost
of everyday needs like groceries. Well,
why hasn’t she tried that already? She
is not an outsider coming into office.
She has been in office for the past 4
years. If there was something she
thought she could do to bring down

prices, why hasn’t she done it already?
And Democrats’ nearly 4-year infla-

tion crisis has been matched by the
Biden-Harris border crisis. Border num-
bers started spiking almost imme-
diately after President Biden and Vice
President HARRIS took office after they
sent the message on day one that bor-
der security was at the bottom of their
priority list. The ensuing crisis has
raged for almost the entirety of the
Biden-Harris administration until fears
of losing reelection prompted President
Biden to at least take some too-little-

too-late action this summer
I could go on and talk about the

Biden-Harris administration’s disas-
trous withdrawal from Afghanistan or
the deep uncertainty on the world
stage that has characterized their ten-
ure. I could also talk about the ways
that they are putting us on track for
an energy crisis, but I will stop here.
Suffice it to say, after the past 4 years,
no one has to wonder what Democrat
governance would look like, and I hope
our country and American families will
be spared another 4 years of it.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip.

PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I

watched the debate last night. It was
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memorable. It was not a good evening
for the former President of the United
States. I have had more than one per-
son tell me that the people who were
watching laughed out loud when he
started his rant about immigrants eat-
ing dogs and cats. It is an indication, I
am afraid, that the former President
Donald Trump, when it comes to the
issue of immigration, is unhinged. You
never know what he is going to say
next.

But I think that Vice President
KAMALA HARRIS made it clear in her
explanation that it was within the
grasp and power of former President
Donald Trump to do something about
the border crisis and the immigration
crisis and that he not only failed but
he designed a strategy to sabotage ef-
forts on a bipartisan basis to do some-
thing.

Specifically, I can recall—and you
can as well—that we were told that
there was a bipartisan effort underway
to write a Dborder bill. Senator
LANKFORD, a conservative Republican
from the State of Oklahoma, joined
with Senator CHRIS MURPHY of Con-
necticut, a Democrat, to put together,
with months of effort, such a bill. We
were told hands off. Step away. Let
them do this. Let them put something
on the floor that is meaningful and is
bipartisan and has a chance of passing
both the Senate and the House. We
were underway, and such a piece of leg-
islation was constructed.

But what happened at the last
minute? At the last minute, Donald
Trump, very publicly, stepped forward
and said: I want to stop this bill from
passing. I want the bipartisan bill not
to pass, and you can blame it on me, he
said. You can blame it on me. He
stopped the bipartisan effort to pass a
bill that would have been helpful to the
border in reducing the number of peo-
ple who have been coming across that
border.

The Border Patrol Agency—men and
women who risk their lives every day
in service of this country on the bor-
der—endorsed this bipartisan bill. It
was an indication that we finally—
after 30 years of trying—may be on the
right track when it comes to immigra-
tion, at least when it comes to the bor-
der crisis. And who stopped it? Donald
Trump stopped the immigration reform
bill—the bipartisan effort—and pub-
licly admitted it and took credit for it.
You didn’t hear that last night, did
you? No, but there was a lot of com-
plaining about the immigration issue
and the border.

The simple reality is this: President
Trump  singlehandedly, personally,
threatened those who were going to
vote for such a bill. If I remember, only
seven Republicans finally did. I wish
more had. It wasn’t a bill I would have
written, but I was prepared to accept it
as a final effort for a bipartisan com-
promise.

So I would say to those who watched
the debate and wanted to have raised
the issue of immigration, they still
need an answer as to why Donald
Trump stopped the only bipartisan ef-
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fort in recent memory in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

23RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001,
ATTACKS

Mr. President, today marks the 23rd
year since one of the darkest days in
our country’s history, the attacks of
September 11, 2001.

I can vividly recall that day. I was in
this building—just a few feet away—in
a room for a morning meeting. We hap-
pened to notice on the television set
that was playing in the room there
that there was some news about a
tower—tall building—in New York
being struck by an airplane. We didn’t
know much more about it. Then the
second plane went into an adjoining
tower, and we knew that something
was wrong, dreadfully wrong. Then we
looked out on the Mall, down the Mall
from the Capitol Building, and saw
black billowing smoke coming from
the Pentagon. That image is seared
into my mind, and that day will for-
ever be imprinted on our Nation’s col-
lective memory.

Twenty-three years after that dev-
astating day, we still mourn the 2,977
innocent lives lost at the World Trade
Center in New York, at the Pentagon
in Virginia, and in a field near
Shanksville, PA. That includes 343 he-
roic members of the New York City
Fire Department, 71 law enforcement
officers who died at the World Trade
Center, and 55 military personnel who
died at the Pentagon.

Last weekend, the ‘60 Minutes” tele-
vision show rebroadcast the show on
the fire department heroes from the
city of New York. There were personal
interviews of men who were at the
scene and watched their comrades—
dedicated firefighters—not only risk
their lives but willingly give their lives
to try to rescue the victims of Sep-
tember 11. It is a heartbreaking episode
and one every American should see if
you want to know what heroism looks
like. It was an extraordinary effort by
all involved and many others who
weren’t part of that program.

We continue to reflect on how these
acts of pure evil have forever altered
our sense of security and safety and
how we must remain faithful to the
Constitution while protecting the
American people.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. President, on a separate topic,
we are 3 weeks away from our annual
deadline to fund the government, one
of the most essential tasks of Congress.
It is hard to imagine just weeks before
the Presidential election that the Re-
publican Speaker of the House would
risk a government shutdown and really
guarantee an image of chaos in his
service to this country.

Here in the Senate, under the leader-
ship of Appropriations Committee
Chair PATTY MURRAY of Washington
and Ranking Member SUSAN COLLINS, a
Republican of Maine, we passed 11 out
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of the 12 spending bills out of the com-
mittee on a bipartisan basis. We are
doing our jobs in the Senate. Unfortu-
nately, recent history is repeating
itself in the House under the leadership
of Speaker Johnson. Instead of coming
to the negotiating table with their
Democratic colleagues—the only way
to pass meaningful legislation in a di-
vided Congress—or following the budg-
et deal signed into law last year, they
have been crafting partisan bills full of
cuts and poison pills.

Now, rather than take the Senate’s
lead in prioritizing responsible funding
bills that can actually become law,
House Republicans are once again try-
ing to delay long-term funding agree-
ments at the expense of the American
people. House Republicans introduced a
continuing resolution to push our job
to fund the government until March of
next year, a 6-month delay from our
annual deadline of September 30.

As if this weren’t already a blow to
our Nation, which relies on critical
programs that depend on this funding,
the Speaker is once again hitching his
already misguided government funding
wagon to an outrageous and partisan
provision. This time, it is the so-called
SAVE Act. The so-called Safeguard
American Voter Eligibility Act, or
SAVE Act, would make it more dif-
ficult for American citizens to register
to vote and would inevitably lead to el-
igible registered voters being purged
from the voter rolls.

Two things; first, it is already
against the law in every State for non-
citizens to vote; second, noncitizens
rarely, if ever, vote. In the extremely
rare scenario when a noncitizen votes—
listen to this—that individual can be
federally prosecuted and sentenced for
up to 5 years in prison, 5 years for a
noncitizen voting.

Put simply, there is no need for addi-
tional criminal penalties to deter non-
citizen voting. The reality is that the
SAVE Act would create problematic
barriers for American citizens who are
legally eligible to vote. Instead, we
should be working together on bipar-
tisan legislation to address real threats
to our elections, such as AI tech-
nologies that can be used to spread
disinformation to voters.

The American people are tired of par-
tisan bickering. They want us to do our
jobs on a bipartisan basis. I encourage
Speaker Johnson and House Repub-
licans to put politics aside. Like the
Senate, take your duty seriously to
fund the government and avoid an un-
necessary and damaging shutdown.

To the Speaker, like it or not, this
requires working with the other side of
the aisle to find common ground. The
American people expect that of us.
Let’s get it done.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ECONOMY

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to discuss the
need to get our Nation and our econ-
omy back on track.

We learned this morning the new
numbers have come out on inflation.
Prices are higher today than they were
the day that the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration took over—by over 20 percent. I
hear about it in Wyoming every week-
end; I heard about it this past weekend,
how high prices have become and the
crushing effect that that has had on
families in my State in Wyoming and
all around the country. This has been
going on now for over 3 years. Prices
have continued to go up. And this cri-
sis of high prices has been cumulative.
The impact on families—cumulative.
And it is, regrettably, causing very
hard choices for families to make. It
shouldn’t be this way.

Here is a recent headline from CBS
News. It said: ‘“More Americans are
having to choose between food and en-
ergy bills.” Clearly, this is a reflection
on the Biden-Harris administration.

Now, one of those folks who talked
about that—the quote is from Stacey
Freeman. Ms. Freeman says her energy
bills each month cost her hundreds of
dollars. She told CBS News: ‘‘Some-
times I have to choose,” she says,
“whether I'm going to pay the light
bill or . . . pay all the rent or buy food
or not let my son do a sport.”

That is what has happened under the
Biden-Harris administration—the im-
pact of the high prices caused by the
massive amounts of government spend-
ing passed without a single Republican
vote that stimulated an amount of in-
crease in prices—the highest in 40
years.

Ms. Freeman’s story is, sadly, all too
common. Many Americans are feeling
the high cost and the high anxiety re-
lated to the high cost of goods and
services in their lives. Nearly 4 out of
10—2 out of 5—Americans say they
worry about their ability to pay their
own bills. Since 2019, utilities cost the
average American almost $300 more
each month—not $300 a month, $300
more each month—than what they
were paying before. These are the cost-
ly and cumulative consequences of Joe
Biden and KAMALA HARRIS’S war on af-
fordable and reliable American energy.

Mr. President, you ask people any-
where around the country, and they
know this is an administration that
has strongly come out against Amer-
ican energy. They froze Federal oil and
gas leases. They discouraged new en-
ergy production. They issued regula-
tions to ban gas-powered vehicles—the
kind of vehicles most Americans drive.
So it is not a surprise that high energy
prices continue to bother and cause
pain for American families.

Month after month, year after year,
Americans watch their costs go up and,
regrettably, see their savings, if they
have savings, go down.
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The Biden-Harris administration has
offered no solutions to our Nation’s
cost-of-living crisis. Democrats, in-
stead, tell the American people: Don’t
believe the pricetags at the grocery
stores or the price at the gas pump.
They want you to believe everything is
OK. Americans know that isn’t so.

We learned last month that the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, which is sup-
posed to keep accurate unemployment
data—well, they reported faulty num-
bers. A million jobs touted by the
Biden-Harris administration do not ac-
tually exist. They never existed. They
never were created. Yet the Biden-Har-
ris administration claimed credit for
jobs that do not exist.

Meanwhile, we have had 2 straight
months where job growth was lower
than expected.

America, today, has fewer manufac-
turing jobs than we did last year. In
Michigan, autoworkers are getting laid
off. Last month, the carmaker
Stellantis announced plans to lay off
more than 2,000 American workers
from its plants in Detroit. This is the
same carmaker that received hundreds
of millions of dollars in subsidies—a
tidal wave of electric vehicle grants—
from the Biden-Harris administration,
and they are laying off people. Take
the money from the government—from
the Biden administration, from the
Harris administration—and lay off
workers.

It is no surprise that last night in the
debate, KAMALA HARRIS couldn’t even
answer the first question when they
asked: Are you better off now than you
were 4 years ago—are the American
people better off now than they were 4
years ago? She could not defend her-
self, could not say yes, because people
are not better off now than they were 4
years ago.

These recent layoffs—they come as
they switch their assembly lines from
gas-powered vehicles to electric vehi-
cles. Thousands of American workers
will soon be put in the unemployment
line as a result of what HARRIS and
Biden and the Democrats are con-
tinuing to promote.

Democrat regulations, Democrat
rhetoric—a rhetoric of impending cli-
mate doom—are crushing American
jobs. It is no wonder that Biden and
HARRIS are now running from their
record, and it is a record of ruin for the
economy. Their flip-flops, walk-backs,
the coverups—all too apparent.

The American people know that the
policies of Vice President HARRIS have
had a chilling impact on our American
economy. When then-Senator HARRIS
was rated the most liberal Member of
the U.S. Senate, Americans listened.
When Vice President HARRIS said re-
cently that her values had not
changed, people listened again. Ameri-
cans are struggling, and Biden-Harris
policies and the Democrat policies are
to blame.

Remember how we got here: Demo-
crats passed trillions of dollars in reck-
less, radical, runaway spending. It was
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so unpopular, not a single Republican
voted for it. It had to pass with a tie-
breaking vote. Who broke the vote?
Well, the Vice President of the United
States comes to the Senate to cast the
tie-breaking vote, and that would be
KAMALA HARRIS, now the candidate of
the Democrats for President of the
United States. Vice President HARRIS
came to this Chamber, sat in that
chair, and cast the vote that broke the
tie that brought us record-high infla-
tion, 40-year-high inflation.

Americans cannot afford 4 more
years of failure. Americans need a
break from the damaging policies of
Vice President HARRIS. What HARRIS is
proposing is more wasteful Washington
spending. HARRIS wants to raise taxes
on the middle-class, impose socialist-
style price controls. She supports ban-
ning fracking. She supports banning
gas-powered vehicles. She wants to
make energy more expensive. That is
how she voted, that is what her rhet-
oric has been, and, as she said, her val-
ues haven’t changed. Vice President
HARRIS would continue the nightmare
of high prices and high taxes.

Let’s remember, it was different 3%
years ago under the Trump administra-
tion. Back then, paychecks were going
up. Inflation was nonexistent. Ameri-
cans were breaking free of poverty.
Americans were energy dominant. Our
southern border was safe and secure.
Not anymore. People want to go back
to those days of American prosperity
again.

So it is time to turn the page from
the disastrous policies of Joe Biden and
KAMALA HARRIS. Republicans will work
to lower prices, to unleash American
energy, and to get this Nation back on
track.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak in favor of the nomina-
tion of Heather Cahoon to be a member
of the Board of Trustees of the Udall
Foundation.

Congress created the Udall Founda-
tion in 1992 as an independent execu-
tive branch Agency to honor Morris K.
Udall, affectionately known as ‘‘Mo,”
who had a terrific and enduring impact
on our Nation’s environment, and his
commitment to supporting the rights
of American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives.

In April of this year, President Biden
nominated  Ms. Cahoon, Heather
Cahoon, to serve as a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Udall Founda-
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tion. Ms. Cahoon is a highly qualified
nominee. She has devoted her profes-
sional career to the study of Federal
Tribal law and policy. She is an asso-
ciate professor of Native American
studies at the University of Montana.

At the University of Montana, she
cofounded the American Indian Gov-
ernance and Policy Institute, a Native-
led independent think tank that pro-
vides Tribal nations in Montana with
in-depth research and analysis of Trib-
al-level policies. She would be a valu-
able—a valuable—addition to the Udall
Foundation Board.

Over a decade ago, the Congress cre-
ated the privileged nomination process
to speed the confirmation of nominees
to fill approximately 280 positions on
Boards and on Commissions, including
nominees to the TUdall Foundation
Board of Trustees.

Ms. Cahoon’s nomination moved to
the Executive Calendar on May 16, and
we should have considered her nomina-
tion on the floor soon thereafter. It is
disappointing to me—and I know to
others—that her nomination has lan-
guished for over 16 weeks, with no word
of any objections from either side of
the aisle. Inexplicable delays under-
mine the improvements we have made
to Senate procedures to improve non-
controversial nominees and to do so
quickly. Today, I have come to the
floor myself to see if we have an agree-
ment to confirm Ms. Cahoon.
NOMINATIONS OF HEATHER M. CAHOON, EN BLOC

I, therefore, ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of the following nominations
en bloc: Calendar Nos. 666 and 667, for
Heather M. Cahoon, of Montana, to be
a Member of the Board of Trustees of
the Morris K. Udall and Stewart L.
Udall Foundation for a term expiring
October 6, 2024, and for a subsequent
full 6-year term; also, that the nomina-
tions be confirmed en bloc; the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate; and that no further
motions be in order to any of the nomi-
nations; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the en bloc nomina-
tions of Heather M. Cahoon, of Mon-
tana, to be a Member of the Board of
Trustees of the Morris K. Udall and
Stewart L. Udall Foundation for a
term expiring October 6, 2024; and
Heather M. Cahoon, of Montana, to be
a Member of the Board of Trustees of
the Morris K. Udall and Stewart L.
Udall Foundation for a term expiring
October 6, 2030. (Reappointment)?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, could I
have another minute or 2 to make
some personal comments, if I could?

I had the privilege of serving as Gov-
ernor before I came to serve 24 years
ago as a Senator. Before I was a Gov-
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ernor, I was a Congressman for some 10
years. One of the people I served with
in the House of Representatives was
Morris Udall—Mo Udall—who was a
giant in the House and a giant in the
country, a great environmentalist,
great conservationist, and a wonderful
human being, a wonderful servant. Peo-
ple are probably saying, what is this
Udall Foundation? The Udall family—
not only Mo Udall but also our col-
leagues who served here in the Senate,
and one of them, if I am not mistaken,
may still serve as our U.S. Ambassador
to New Zealand. I think of them and I
think of the Udall family and what
they have meant to this country, to
this body over many, many years.

I am pleased to be here to put in a
good word for Ms. Cahoon, who I think
is well-qualified. And I am pleased we
will be able to act on that nomination
today.

I yield the floor.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The Senator from West
Virginia.
23RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001,

ATTACKS

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, as
the Presiding Officer knows, today
marks 23 years since the 9/11 terrorist
attacks on our Nation.

Although we are now over two dec-
ades removed from one of the greatest
tragedies in our Nation’s history, the
memories remain in our minds as if it
had just happened yesterday. Those
horrific events in New York City,
Washington, DC, and Shanksville, PA,
forever changed national security in
the United States of America. It also
changed many of our families, our fel-
low Americans’ families. Our Nation
banded together—we supported one an-
other, and we rebuilt and recovered—
but we will never forget.

Many of us were here on that day. I
was here in Washington, DC, in my of-
fice building on the House side. I cer-
tainly will never forget that awful and
tragic day.

AUGUST WORK PERIOD

Madam President, I rise today to
talk about another topic—or a few top-
ics, for that matter, which are of the
many issues that I heard from my con-
stituents back home during my visits
across West Virginia—from Weirton to
Morgantown to Parsons to Ranson to
Huntington and all other points in be-
tween in West Virginia. As the Pre-
siding Officer and many of our col-
leagues did, I spent the last 5 weeks
traveling every corner of my State—
touring businesses, celebrating wins for
our State, and meeting with local lead-
ers, business owners and constituents.

Most importantly, this was a time
for me to hear about the issues that
are directly impacting them, the solu-
tions that are working for them, and
also the challenges that they face. I
heard a lot, but there were common
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themes I heard over and over again:
No. 1, inflation; the border crisis; crime
across our country; the chaos that we
are witnessing abroad and our coun-
try’s weakness on the world stage;
workforce shortages—I heard that ev-
erywhere I went; the inadequacy of per-
mitting as we are an energy state; and
of the concerns—many concerns—in
our agricultural communities. Many
West Virginians I spoke with feel that
the current administration’s agenda is
just not working for them, and I can
see why. So let’s take a look at this.

Well, we can start with what is top of
mind for folks all across the country,
and that is the rising costs of goods
and services.

Every day, men and women go to
work and take their kids to school, ex-
pecting the predictability that filling
up their cars will cost a certain
amount, that their trip to the grocery
store will be in the same range. But
what do they find? Well, thanks to in-
flation fueled, in part, by excessive
government spending to the tune of
trillions of dollars because of this ad-
ministration, Americans are paying
higher prices for many things that
they cannot do without. West Vir-
ginians are spending an average of $880
more a month on food, shelter, and en-
ergy prices than they were before the
Biden-Harris administration began.

Over the past year, consumer prices
have risen 3 percent. Oh, that is not so
much. But since 2021, they have in-
creased over 20 percent between the
time President Biden and Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS came into office. So, if
you are saving up now to buy a new or
a used car and you keep saving, you
have got to keep saving because it just
costs more.

Headed out to the grocery store? Pre-
pare to see a larger number at the bot-
tom of your receipt thanks to this ad-
ministration. West Virginians are
spending an average of $103 more per
month on food.

Making your monthly rent payment
or your mortgage payment? If it seems
to be higher than it was last year, that
is because it is. The national median
rent is up 22 percent since President
Biden and Vice President HARRIS took
office. To add to that, mortgage rates
have skyrocketed. Overall, a 30-year
fixed rate mortgage is at an average of
almost 6.5 percent. In my State, the av-
erage is 6.6 percent. They were in the
upper twos and early threes just a year
ago.

Small businesses are suffering. For
example, the construction industry is
very busy in West Virginia. More com-
panies and people want to come to our
State. The high cost of operating busi-
nesses already—with already slim mar-
gins—is much, much higher. Contrac-
tors working under the constraints of
already very slim margins are acutely
feeling these failed economic policies.
They are paying for more goods and
services. They are putting more gas
into their tanks. They are having to
wait longer and longer because the sup-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ply chain is disrupted. The numbers
just don’t lie.

I heard it frequently all around the
State that the savings many people
have worked so hard for whether they
want to save up for a vacation, save up
for a bigger and better place to live, or
to afford to send their children to col-
lege—that the savings that they
worked hard for, that they sacrificed to
accumulate, are dwindling right in
front of their eyes due to the sky-
rocketing costs of living during the
last 3% years.

Another issue I heard about is the
workforce shortage. When I attended
the West Virginia Chamber of Com-
merce business summit, this topic
came up again and again and again but
also, particularly, from one of my man-
ufacturers in the southern part of my
State. Specifically, this manufacturer
was trying to set up an apprenticeship
program so they could have a pipeline
of a workforce. They would start with
high school seniors, put them in the
apprenticeship program, and then they
would come and work at the manufac-
turer. Specifically, they have been try-
ing to set this up, but the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor under this Biden-Harris
administration threw a wrench in their
plans and slowed the process down. The
bureaucracy that the company has
faced during the process hindered their
ability to follow through with this ap-
prenticeship program.

A 21st century economy requires in-
novative approaches to workforce de-
velopment and education, and appren-
ticeships are one way to do that, but
you have to do it the way the adminis-
tration wants. You can’t tailor it for
your own—not just business but also
where you live would demand different
kinds of apprenticeship opportunities.
Businesses can help advance job train-
ing and employment opportunities or—
something that I think I would be very
supportive of—to try to Kkeep that
workforce busy—and not just busy but
also increasing their capabilities.
There are policies to employ and regu-
lations to cut that would improve our
economic standing, but, instead, the
economic policies of the Biden-Harris
administration have severely jeopard-
ized the American dream for millions
of Americans.

The border crisis is another issue
that came up repeatedly during my vis-
its back home. You might ask yourself:
Well, West Virginia isn’t a border
State, so why do West Virginians real-
ly care about the crisis at the southern
border? West Virginians care about
this because it impacts directly into
our State and beyond other border
States. Under the Biden-Harris admin-
istration, every State is a border State.

So let’s take the opioid crisis as an
example. Deadly drugs, fentanyl in par-
ticular, continue to flow across our
southern border, making their way
into our communities. The overdose
crisis has taken thousands of lives—of
sons and daughters, mothers and fa-
thers. As someone who represents a
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State that is one of the hardest hit
States, I have begged—begged—the
Biden-Harris administration to do
something different or, better yet, just
to do something to stop this, but they
have proven from day one that they
have no genuine interest in closing our
southern border or closing down the
trafficking of all of the drugs. When
you have all of these people, you have
to devote your manpower to the people
who are coming across, and the drugs
slip in.

Crime is another topic that came up
frequently during our travels. West
Virginians can see what is happening
across our country, and it is no wonder
they are alarmed. Democrats have
championed a soft-on-crime agenda
that has contributed to some soaring
crime rates. According to the Major
Cities Chiefs Association, when com-
pared to midyear 2019—prepandemic
levels—homicides are up nearly 26 per-
cent and aggravated assaults are up 23
percent in the United States. This is
not just unacceptable; it is terrifying.
We see it here on the city streets of
Washington.

Repeated calls from the Democrats
to defund the police, for open borders,
to defund ICE, and for reduced sen-
tencing or bail requirements has led to
a crime increase so overwhelming that
Americans’ fear regarding crime in
their communities is at an alltime 50-
year high. They are afraid. We are
afraid.

Though President Biden and Vice
President HARRIS bear the responsi-
bility here in many ways, they are fol-
lowing the direction of their party. We
have seen a lack of leadership from the
White House, an overly politicized De-
partment of Justice, and district attor-
neys who refuse to prosecute crimes.
The Biden administration has insisted
on nominating radical, soft-on-crime
advocates to our Federal judgeships.
While this utter disregard for law and
order is concerning, it is just another
trend for this administration.

Then there is the chaos unfolding
around the world. A constituent re-
cently told me: It is now obvious on
the world stage, especially to our en-
emies, that we have an extremely weak
Commander in Chief for the first time
in my life—and I am 74 years old. I
don’t go to bed feeling that I will be
safe when I wake up in the morning.

The indecision and ill-advised poli-
cies of the Biden-Harris administration
have signaled unreliability to our al-
lies and weakness to those who would
do us harm. We are living in a time
when our Nation faces the most dan-
gerous global threats that we have in
decades, but there has been wavering
support during these tumultuous times
from this administration, whether it is
the display of weakness on our with-
drawal from Afghanistan or how the
Biden-Harris administration has basi-
cally slow-walked the ability for
Ukraine to actually maximize the help
that we have given them and other na-
tions have given them to be able to
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stop the Russians or whether Iran is
giving its militias weapons to attack
our troops, resulting in the deaths of
three Army soldiers in Jordan and in-
juries to dozens more.

The response? The administration is
so afraid of ‘‘escalation’ that they
only authorize minimal responses. And,
in the Middle East, that doesn’t work.

Now we see what is going on in Israel
and that the administration is acting
as if Israel is the problem. They forget
about October 7. We have been abso-
lutely clear-eyed that there is no moral
equivalency between Hamas and Israel
in this war, and it shouldn’t be hard to
say.

Another issue that I heard about—
and I mentioned it in the beginning—is
agriculture. We are very concerned—
our agriculture communities are very
concerned—about our inability to pass
a farm bill. Why is the leadership in
this majority here in the Senate not
helping our farmers get the relief they
need?

West Virginia farmers depend on the
farm bill, as do farmers all over the
country, and the stability of a 5-year
reauthorization. We did one 1l-year ex-
tension. It looks like we are going to
do another one, and this just really
sends the wrong signal to a huge sector
but also the food security sector for
our country.

Senator BOOzZMAN from Arkansas has
been traveling the country, listening to
farmers all over and the ag community
all over the country. I am glad he came
to West Virginia to hear what our
farmers are worried about: dumping of
products from other countries and
their ability, as smaller farms, to be
able to exist.

So we did have some positives that
went on over the last several months
and in August. I traveled and met with
the mayors in Charles Town and Harp-
ers Ferry about some of their funding
needs and wastewater, dedicated the
new Heritage Center in Wheeling, and
received updates on a major water sys-
tem in Weirton. These are just a few
examples of where I listened to their
needs and was able to help them
through congressional-directed spend-
ing to solve some of their problems.

There are certainly concerns on
folks’ minds. But exciting things are
happening in our State, and the spirit
was powerfully felt at the business
summit.

I was very pleased to bring the Cana-
dian Ambassador as my guest to talk
about the over $2 billion of West Vir-
ginia products that Canada buys and
how trade is so very important.

I went to see where we are going to
complete Corridor H, hopefully, and fix
that Market Street Bridge in the
Northern Panhandle.

But I was really pleased to go to Mar-
shall University and see their cyber se-
curity program. They are bringing up
an Institute for Cyber Security for
critical infrastructure, and I was hon-
ored to bring the CISA Director, Jen
Easterly, to Huntington to see the po-
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tential for not just our security but
also for the workforce this is going to
be providing to cyber security.

So I had productive visits in our
State. It is always great to be out and
be around and talk with folks.

I talked at length about the people
individually or as a group. Regardless,
Americans want us to do our jobs. They
don’t want us to do show votes. They
don’t want us to sit around and nomi-
nate people. They want us to get our
government spending done, our na-
tional defense authorization, our farm
bill—all of these things on our plate.
Yet we are sitting around wasting
time, doing votes that really don’t
have as big an impact on individuals as
many of the things that we should be
doing.

It doesn’t have to be this way. Amer-
icans shouldn’t be forced to choose be-
tween paying rent, paying for food, or
filling wup their gas tank. They
shouldn’t turn on the TV and see our
southern border in chaos and our cities
flooded with crime. And they shouldn’t
have to harbor such doubt about our
international standing. We can do this
better. We can do this better, and we
should.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I
rise to join my colleague from West
Virginia, talking about some of the im-
portant issues that we worked on over
the past month. I am really pleased
that she talked about the importance
of getting a farm bill. It is just incred-
ibly important.

In my State of North Dakota, we are
No. 1 as an ag powerhouse and then
also an energy powerhouse. In the en-
ergy realm, we produced more than 1.2
million barrels of oil a day. That is as
much as some of the OPEC countries
for the whole country. And then we
supply electricity to coal-fired and
other sources of electricity that are
probably in each region. So we are real-
ly an energy powerhouse, and that is a
big part of our economy.

But ag is still No. 1 for us. We
produce probably more than 40 dif-
ferent crops, as diverse as—we are the
No. 1 State for producing honey, and
we produce a lot of sugar. But then we
have got all the row crops—corn and
soybeans and all those kinds of things.
We have got wheat. We have got the
pulse crops. We actually have more
cattle than people—millions of head of
cattle. So we are very diversified in the
ag world.

Needless to say, a farm bill is incred-
ibly important to us, and it is incred-
ibly important to our country. When I
talk about farmers and ranchers and
the farm bill, I like to start by saying
that every single American benefits
every single day from our farmers and
ranchers, who produce the highest
quality, lowest cost food supply in the
world. So when we talk about good
farm policy, we are talking about
something that benefits every single
American every single day.
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Americans spend less of their budget
on food. They have the best food. They
have the best choice, the best quality.
And we spend less of our budget on food
than virtually any other developed
country. All that is brought to us every
single day by our farmers and ranchers.

I want to take a few minutes today
to talk about how important it is that
we get a farm bill done. It is not just
important for our farmers and ranchers
but, as I say, for every single Amer-
ican.

During the recent work period, I was
out, and I, of course, visited with farm-
ers and ranchers across our State and
continued to get their input. But, also,
they really are seeing challenges out
there in farm country.

They don’t control the weather, obvi-
ously. They don’t control trade, and
they don’t control the price. But they
have to deal with all three every year.
So what we are seeing right now is a
decline in commodity prices, which is
putting real pressure on farmers and
ranchers across this country.

As part of my efforts, I also convened
a field hearing of the Senate Ag Appro-
priations Subcommittee near, actually,
Fargo, ND, to discuss the future of ag
research and also ag development.

We are one of the leaders in precision
agriculture. The technology in farming
and ranching now is unbelievable. At
North Dakota State University, com-
bined with our world-class farmers and
ranchers, we are really leading that ef-
fort forward with a new concept called
Grand Farm, where we are displaying,
on a national basis, the incredible ad-
vancements in technology that are an
important part of precision agriculture
there.

I was pleased to be joined by col-
leagues on a bipartisan basis. Senator
B0o0zMAN was there, as well as Senator
KLOBUCHAR and Senator SMITH—soO bi-
partisan, all members of the Ag Com-
mittee with me. We had a very robust
and substantive discussion about preci-
sion agriculture.

But while we focused on the future of
agriculture research and all those
kinds of things, we also heard from
witnesses on the need to pass a farm
bill and what needs to be in that farm
bill in order to make sure that it
works. That means a strong com-
modity title. That called for updating
crop insurance and making sure we up-
date the reference prices, meaning we
update the countercyclical safety net.
Those two tools—our crop insurance
and the countercyclical safety net—
that is how our farmers manage risk in
a world where they don’t control
prices, they don’t control weather, and
they don’t control trade.

We produce fuel and fiber not just for
this country but for the world, and the
farmers don’t have any control over
those things, which is why it is so im-
portant that we have the right kind of
farm policy. That is reinforced this
week by more than 300 commodity
groups—farmers and ranchers—coming
from across the country, who are here
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this week in support of getting this
farm bill done.

We are already operating under a 1-
year extension. So we are already 1
year past due getting a new b5-year
farm bill in place.

As 1 say, farmers and ranchers from
across the country are here talking to
policymakers about the need to get
this done rather than facing yet an-
other yearlong extension.

Again, the message is very, very
clear: We need to update the counter-
cyclical safety net and crop insurance.
That is the heart and soul. That is how
our farmers manage risk. That is the
key to getting a farm bill done.

As I mentioned, economic conditions
in farm country continue to worsen.
Last week, the farm income forecast
from the USDA came out and indicated
that lower commodity prices, high
input costs, and elevated interest rates
continue to create a real challenge for
our producers.

For 2024, USDA is projecting net
farm income, which is a broad measure
of farm income, at $140 billion, which is
a decrease of $6.5 billion from 2023.

Adjusted for inflation, the 2024 net
cash farm income projections for crops
like corn, soybeans, and wheat—impor-
tant not only to my State but through-
out the Midwest and beyond—represent
the worst numbers that we have seen
since the USDA began collecting this
data for the past 15 years.

We have the opportunity to address
that through the farm bill, and we need
to do it. We need to get it done.

Senator BOOZMAN, who, as I men-
tioned, joined me in North Dakota sev-
eral weeks ago, has put forward a
framework for that farm bill. I think it
does exactly what it needs to do: It
provides that support that farmers and
ranchers need.

Also in the House, the House Ag
Committee chairman, GT THOMPSON,
also has moved through their full Ag
Committee a bill that I think works as
well. So the framework in the Senate is
there. The bill that has come out of
committee in the House is there. The
bill in the House needs some tweaks,
but it is going in the right direction.

The reality is that we are in position
to get it done, but we need to come to-
gether on a bipartisan basis and ad-
dress updates to the reference prices in
the countercyclical safety net, as well
as the updates for the crop insurance
we need, which I have put in a marker
bill that lays out very clearly what
needs to happen. We need to come to
agreement on it. We need to get this
farm bill done.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska.

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President,
my home of Nebraska is home to an
array of people, places, and pursuits. It
is home to Husker football and the Col-
lege World Series, our beautiful State
capitol building in Lincoln, and our
world-famous zoo in Omaha. Nebraska
is home to plains and prairies and cit-
ies and small towns and to the breath-
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taking natural beauty of the Nebraska
Sandhills.

That unique beauty of the Nebraska
Sandhills, where we raised our three
sons, is where I began my travels last
month during the August State work
period. In total, I visited over 35 com-
munities with over 100 stops, from
Kimball to Blair and Red Cloud to Nor-
folk.

One visit especially near and dear to
me was the Valentine Community
Schools. Years ago, I served on the Val-
entine School Board, where I saw these
schools up close and advocated for
their improvements. The Valentine
Community Schools are still doing
great, educating bright kids who will
go on to lead our State.

Farther west, I toured the
Scottsbluff and Bridgeport schools. The
Scottsbluff school system follows a ca-
reer academy-focused curriculum, and
I was impressed to see the creativity
and innovation that educators are ap-
plying to that work. It is a testament
to Nebraskans’ dedication to progress
in our local communities.

Along with the schools and educators
across the State, I visited healthcare
facilities and the doctors and nurses
and medical professionals who Kkeep
them going.

When I toured CHI Health Good Sa-
maritan in Kearney, NB, I heard about
their incredible life flight capabilities.
Rural Americans—well, they often live
hours away from the nearest hospital,
and in emergencies, that can be deadly.
Good Samaritan is responding to those
risks by life-flighting patients all
across Nebraska and even into South
Dakota at times.

While in Central Nebraska, I visited
Kearney Police Department and the
Buffalo County Sheriff’s Department.
These two departments share a really
unique setup in the same building
where they can collaborate and use a
larger range of resources. By linking
together Kearney and Buffalo County
law enforcement, they are more effi-
cient, and they do an excellent job in
protecting their communities.

The August work period every year
brings me fresh motivation and grati-
tude. I saw the ways that Federal legis-
lation is creating real change in my
home State. I saw progress all across
Nebraska—in education, in healthcare,
in law enforcement, in manufacturing,
in agriculture, in economic develop-
ment, and countless other sectors.

Most of all, I saw Nebraskans in their
local communities dedicating their
lives and dedicating their careers to in-
vesting in the people around them.
Those are the people whom I represent
here in the U.S. Senate. And just as
they are dedicated to investing in Ne-
braska, I am dedicated to advocating
for Nebraskans.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ator from Missouri, Senator SCHMITT,
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and I each be permitted to speak for up
to 5 minutes prior to the scheduled
rollcall vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
23RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001,

ATTACKS

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President,
today is the 23rd anniversary of the
tragic deaths of about 3,000 Americans
at the World Trade Center and at the
Pentagon, as well as in Shanksville,
PA. It is a sobering and solemn day.
And 9/11 is one of those occasions that
you remember during your life because
you remember where you were and
what you were doing when the terrible
tragedy came on the news. I remember
I was on the telephone talking to my
Governor, and my wife said: You need
to see this. And I turned to watch the
TV as the second plane hit the World
Trade Center. We had no idea what was
going on.

As I have often said, this day is a di-
viding line in our history. There is be-
fore 9/11, and then there is after 9/11. It
is a reminder of our commitment as a
country to carry out the promise that
we made in the wake of the attack to
never forget.

So, today, we remember the first re-
sponders who ran toward the danger,
the families who lost loved ones, and
the commitment of the U.S. Armed
Forces to combat terrorism around the
globe each and every day.

AUGUST WORK PERIOD

Madam President, on another mat-
ter, since the Senate gaveled out near-
ly 6 weeks ago, I, like the rest of my
colleagues, have traveled all around
our State. My State is a little bit big-
ger than the average State. We have 30
million people, 254 counties. I don’t
claim to have gone to all of them, but
I tried my best to cover as much
ground as I could.

Of course, it is a great opportunity to
get outside the bubble of Washington,
DC. And this is indeed a bubble. This is
not the real world. I tell my constitu-
ents who come to Washington, DC—I
say: This is like Disneyland. It is not
real. It is fascinating, it is intriguing,
and important things happen here, but
it is not real.

What happens outside of this bubble,
that is real. For example, at Memorial
High School in Houston, TX, I joined
online safety experts, education lead-
ers, advocates, and parents to discuss
more ways that we can help protect
our children from online threats. This
includes the Kids Online Safety Act
and the Children and Teens’ Online Pri-
vacy Protection Act, both of which
passed the Senate with huge margins
before we broke in August. I hope the
House will take these nonpartisan,
noncontroversial bills up soon.

I remember thinking—as I met with
the principals and talked to some of
the parents about what our young peo-
ple are exposed to on their cell phones
and online on a daily basis—that I am
glad my daughters are grown because
growing up is hard enough without
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being under constant attack by people
who want to entice you to do things
that you should not do or share with
you information you would just as soon
not see.

Then I went to Austin, where I met
with my former colleague on the Texas
Supreme Court, Nathan Hecht, and
Travis County District Judge Julie
Kocurek. Judge Kocurek is actually a
survivor of an assassination attempt.
She was a district judge in Austin, TX,
Travis County, and somebody who was
a criminal defendant on her docket de-
cided he wanted to assassinate her.

We met with her as well as other
local leaders in a roundtable to try to
figure out what we can do to try to
keep our judges, our court personnel,
and the public that needs to have ac-
cess to our courts—how we can keep
them safe. This includes my Coun-
tering Threats and Attacks on Our
Judges Act, which passed the Senate in
June and would establish a State judi-
cial threat intelligence and resource
center to provide technical assistance,
training, and threat monitoring for
State and local judges and court per-
sonnel.

We all know the Federal Government
only handles a small fraction of what
the judicial branch handles, and most
of that is handled by the judiciary at
the State level. So it is really impor-
tant to provide best practices and re-
sources to our judges, court personnel,
and the public that needs to have ac-
cess to courts and access to justice
around our country.

I was then glad to join our good
friend Senator JOHN BOOZMAN from Ar-
kansas, who is the ranking member of
the Senate Agriculture Committee, in
the Rio Grande Valley. That is the
southernmost tip in the middle of
Texas, and it is one of the most prolific
regions for agriculture in our State. We
heard from farmers and ranchers about
the importance of passing a timely and
strong farm bill, and in particular we
heard about the challenges they face
because Mexico continues to withhold
water that it owes the United States
under a 1944 water treaty.

Then, in Round Rock, just outside of
Austin, I visited with business leaders
and community members on economic
issues important to Central Texas, in-
cluding the looming deadline to fund
the Federal Government.

Then I had a chance to travel to
Parkland Hospital in Dallas, TX. Park-
land Hospital is famous because that is
where John F. Kennedy was treated
after he was shot, tragically, in Dallas.
It is a huge, huge healthcare enter-
prise. I joined healthcare leaders, law
enforcement, as well as two mothers
who tragically lost their daughters to
fentanyl poisoning, to discuss the im-
pact of my Fight Illicit Pill Presses
Act, which would have a positive im-
pact on our efforts to eradicate this si-
lent killer from our communities. I in-
troduced this bipartisan legislation
last month to make it easier for law
enforcement to take action against
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criminal cartels’ use of illicit pill
presses by requiring that those presses
be engraved with serial numbers so
that law enforcement can better track
them.

While I am glad the online safety
bills and my Countering Threats and
Attacks on Our Judges Act have ad-
vanced out of this Chamber, there is
still a lot of work that Senator SCHU-
MER, who sets the schedule in the Sen-
ate, has left until the last minute.

As I heard from my constituents
about some of these events in the
State, Texans are rightly concerned
about the Senate’s inaction on critical
priorities like the farm bill and like
additional legislation to combat the
scourge of fentanyl poisoning.
Fentanyl actually now is responsible
and the main leading cause of death for
Americans between the ages of 18 and
45 years old. Then, they are also wor-
ried about whether the government is
going to remain open and be appro-
priately funded, and they understand
the impact of short-term funding bills
and its negative impact on our mili-
tary and on our national security.

So that is why I don’t understand
why Senator SCHUMER continues to
waste our time on show votes and ig-
nore predictable deadlines that lead to
inevitable drama about a potential
shutdown when none of that is nec-
essary. So I hope Senator SCHUMER will
take advantage of the next 10 days that
remain this month to do something
about it rather than just kick the can
down the road once again.

I yield to my colleague from Mis-
souri.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
ROSEN). The Senator from Missouri.

23RD ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001,

ATTACKS

Mr. SCHMITT. Madam President, be-
fore I get into my remarks, I would
just like to say a few words on this 23rd
anniversary of the September 11 at-
tacks.

Twenty-three years ago, America and
the world changed forever. We will
never forget those who lost their lives,
including the first responders who
rushed into danger that day to save
many lives. At a time when first re-
sponders are running into buildings
and people are running out, we appre-
ciate their sacrifice and their service.

May God bless and continue to bless
this beautiful Nation and all that she
stands for, now and forever.

AUGUST WORK PERIOD

Madam President, this August, I
made a point to meet with and hear
from Missourians across the State.
These conversations are always valu-
able in my work here in Washington.
They certainly influence the decisions
and the votes cast right here on the
Senate floor.

I was proud to host a roundtable with
industry leaders in geospatial tech-
nologies and unveil my plan to attract
more talent to St. Louis and transform
the gateway city into the defense tech
capital of the United States. Our
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roundtable included representatives
from a wide array of companies, uni-
versities, geospatial agencies—among
them, NGA, TGI, Scale AI, and many
others.

Geospatial technologies are critical
to so many different industries, both
civilian and military. Their application
to defense technologies and GPS map-
ping cannot be overstated.

St. Louis is already home to the Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency,
which is building a new campus and
working to revitalize North St. Louis,
private investment through the Taylor
Geospatial Institute, and other private
and public geospatial and artificial in-
telligence assets. There is no reason St.
Louis can’t become the defense tech
hub of our country, and that is why I
am working to continue accomplishing
that exact goal.

I was in Jefferson City to hear di-
rectly from advocates of those living
with disabilities—stakeholders includ-
ing the Missouri Developmental Dis-
abilities Council, Special Olympics
Missouri, and many other groups and
individuals—on how we as lawmakers
can better advocate for those with dis-
abilities here in Washington.

This community has played an im-
portant role in my life over the years.
I ran for office to help people like my
son, Stephen, who has special needs. 1
earned political office to improve the
lives of Missourians in our State, and
that especially includes our most vul-
nerable citizens, whom I will never
stop fighting for here in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

I also visited and toured Ranken Jor-
dan Pediatric Bridge Hospital and their
state-of-the-art facility, discussing all
the advancements they were making in
care services for children in the broad-
er St. Louis community. This incred-
ible facility is accomplishing great
things for children and their families
as they make the transition from the
hospital to their homes.

I also spoke with the Sustainable
Ozarks Partnership in Waynesville,
MO, on the incredible work they do at
Fort Leonard Wood and the sur-
rounding community and not just for
Missouri in that regard but for our
country. Home to over 5,000 Active
military members, many of whom col-
lectively train nearly 80,000 service-
members and civilians each year, Fort
Leonard Wood is a proud military com-
munity that is absolutely vital to our
Nation’s military training, architec-
ture, and our national security.

It is because of these great warriors
that we remain a bright, shining bea-
con to the world of freedom and we can
live and thrive in the greatest country
there ever was. Places like Fort Leon-
ard Wood has served as a critical role
of training the next generation of
American soldiers as they confront
newer threats and never-ending threats
abroad, among those, the Chinese Com-
munist Party, North Korea, and Iran,
because without strong leadership here
at home, these hostile regimes will
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continue to undermine and test Amer-
ica’s limits, making all of us less safe.

It is incumbent upon those here
today that we continue the important
work of ensuring that our soldiers have
the support and resources necessary to
continue keeping America safe.

Summer wouldn’t be the same with-
out the Missouri State Fair, a great op-
portunity to meet with and listen to
Missourians from across our State.
There was truly a lot of fun and food in
Sedalia. I get asked that question:
What is your favorite thing about the
State fair? It has got to be the food,
from the Cattlemen’s Beef House to the
Pork Palace and everywhere in be-
tween that has things like fried Oreos
and everything else you can imagine
that is fried. We were also proud to
host our inaugural ‘“‘Pork Steaks and
Policy” at the State fair.

Safe to say, it was a success. A lot of
food was eaten. But more importantly,
we had a lot of great conversations,
hearing directly from farmers and
ranchers across Missouri on how I can
continue to advocate for them here in
the Senate.

Of course, there were also some fun
moments from August, including vis-
iting with Coach Eli Drinkwitz, the
head football coach at Mizzou, the No.
6-ranked Mizzou Tigers, and the cam-
pus’s new athletic director, Laird
Veatch, and touring their new facili-
ties.

Lastly, I was proud to join a group of
bipartisan Senators on a congressional
delegation to Asia, particularly Japan
and South Korea, to better understand
how the United States could continue
to work with our partners in the Indo-
Pacific, particularly as China con-
tinues to become an increasing threat
to those countries and our country.

Meeting with leaders in Japan and
South Korea gave us all a frontline
view of what is needed in the region
and how the United States, and espe-
cially Missouri, can continue to be a
strong ally in the Indo-Pacific.

When I asked Missourians for their
vote not even 2 years ago, I promised
that I would fight for them. The most
important part of my job will always
be serving the people of my State. It
was great to be back home in August,
and I look forward to taking those con-
versations I had with Missourians and
addressing their concerns right here in
Washington.

I yield the floor.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 780, Mary
Kay Lanthier, of Vermont, to be United
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States District Judge for the District of
Vermont.
Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Laphonza R. But-
ler, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K.
Hirono, Chris Van Hollen, Ben Ray
Lujan, Brian Schatz, Thomas R. Car-
per, Margaret Wood Hassan, Chris-
topher Murphy, Tammy Duckworth,
Tina Smith, Jack Reed, Patty Murray,
Amy Klobuchar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Mary Kay Lanthier, of Vermont, to
be United States District Judge for the
District of Vermont, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. VANCE.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote
or change their vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 235 Ex.]

YEAS—55

Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Helmy Sanders
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Schatz
Booker Hirono Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Butler Kelly Sinema
Cantyvell King Smith
Cardin Klqt;uchar Stabenow
Carper Lujan T

: ester
Casey Manchin -

A Tillis
Collins Markey Van Hollen
Coons Merkley
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Fetterman Ossoff Welch
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Graham Peters Wyden
Hassan Reed

NAYS—42

Barrasso Ernst Mullin
Blackburn Fischer Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Rubio
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Scott (SC)
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Lummis Thune
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Wicker
Daines Moran Young

NOT VOTING—3
Kennedy Rounds Vance

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 42.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Mary Kay

The
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Lanthier, of Vermont, to be TUnited
States District Judge for the District
of Vermont.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic whip.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE

CALENDAR

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
rise today to discuss the confirmation
of four pending U.S. attorney nomina-
tions.

Currently, in the United States, we
have 85 U.S. attorneys. There are sev-
eral from my State, and depending on
your population, it really indicates
how many numbers you have. Those
U.S. attorney nominations are filled by
the incumbent President of the United
States. Recommendations are made to
the U.S. Senate, and we advise and con-
sent on those nominations. After ex-
aminations of their backgrounds, we
vote on these individuals to become
U.S. attorneys.

Now, we have an agreement that has
endured for a number of Presidents
over a number of years which says that
these will be fairly routine—in fact,
very routine. The fact is that each one
of the U.S. attorney nominations goes
through a review by the Senate Judici-
ary Committee, by both Democrats and
Republicans, and if they pass that re-
view without controversy, they move
to the floor for a vote.

To give you an idea of how that
works for the Members on the other
side who are relatively new to the Sen-
ate, when President Donald Trump
made nominations of U.S. attorneys,
he made 85 nominations. Each one of
those nominations came to the floor of
the U.S. Senate, and they were ap-
proved by voice vote, unanimous con-
sent. In other words, not even a rollcall
was required. It was the routine ap-
proval of U.S. attorneys’ nominations
in a situation where a body like the
Senate would have a majority of Demo-
crats but approve a nomination from a
Republican President by voice vote—no
controversy moving forward.

Why is it even important to fill these
vacancies? Because these 85 U.S. attor-
neys are literally the people who im-
plement the policies of the Department
of Justice. If the Department of Justice
of the United States decides that we
are going to have a serious effort under
a President to go after fentanyl, for ex-
ample, or narcotics, for example, or
some crimewave in another area, it is
the U.S. attorney who runs the play.
He is the quarterback in that U.S. at-
torney’s district. So these turn out to
be fairly critical.

Some of us stayed up late last night
to watch the debate, and in that de-
bate, there was a discussion of crime in
the United States and what we were
going to do to stop it. Well, both of the
candidates—regardless of party—would
be in favor of reducing crime. I am as-
suming that every one of my col-
leagues who is on the floor now and
wishes to speak would put themselves
in the same category. We want to stop
crime in our States and in our country,



September 11, 2024

and we rely on the Department of Jus-
tice to do that. The one who leads the
effort in each and every State is the
U.S. attorney.

In this circumstance, we have four
nominees for U.S. attorney who have
been waiting patiently for the approval
of the U.S. Senate. On seven previous
occasions, I have requested unanimous
consent—the same process that was
followed with every single one of Don-
ald Trump’s U.S. attorneys. I requested
unanimous consent of the Senate to
take up and confirm law enforcement
nominees nominated by President Jo-
seph Biden. Each and every time, the
junior Senator from Ohio—now run-
ning for Vice President of the United
States—has objected.

I asked him on many occasions when
we came to the floor and raised this
question: What objection do you have
to this U.S. attorney nominee?

He said at the time: I don’t have any
objection to this nominee. I object to
the Department of Justice, and I want
to stop U.S. attorneys from being ap-
pointed nationwide.

Communities across America des-
perately need their top Federal pros-
ecutors in place. U.S. attorneys lead
the Nation’s effort to prosecute violent
criminals and protect our communities
from violent crime, child exploitation,
terrorism, and much more. The U.S.
Attorney’s Offices in the four districts
I am talking about today are no excep-
tion.

I just left a meeting this morning.
We gathered about 40 or 50 leaders from
across the United States to talk about
child trafficking. Child trafficking, of
course, is a Federal crime, prosecuted
by the Department of Justice in each
and every one of our States where it
happens. I can’t think of a more awful
situation for a person to live through
as those this morning who talked
about what they lived through before
the prosecution took place and the per-
son was removed from the State. I
would not want to play political games
with those nominations.

Those U.S. attorneys do critical work
in each and every State. We felt that
way under President Trump, and that
is why we allowed his U.S. attorney
nominees to move forward by voice
vote. I think President Biden is enti-
tled to the same treatment.

The entire Nation has been impacted
by the opioid epidemic. Ohio is one of
the States that has been hit the hard-
est. In 2023, nearly 4,500 Ohio residents
died from accidental drug overdoses.
This story can be told over and over in
State after State. The U.S. attorney
for the Northern District of Ohio can
focus her attention on combating this
drug crisis with the DEA’s Operation
Overdrive. This operation is set up at a
location in Toledo due to the city’s
‘“‘copious violent crimes, including
homicides, shootings, assaults, and
drug overdoses.”

We are talking about serious prosecu-
tions and a team of effective profes-
sionals to fight them, not just in Ohio
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or in Illinois but around the Nation. In-
stead, this nomination—one of them
today which I am suggesting, the nomi-
nation of Rebecca Lutzko—has lan-
guished for more than a year because
of the objection of the junior Senator
from Ohio. It may have helped that
Senator to make that decision for some
other reason, but it certainly doesn’t
help the fighting of crime in his home
State to have a vacancy in this office.
He is harming Americans and under-
mining public safety across the coun-
try for reasons I can’t explain.

The Senate has a long history of con-
firming U.S. attorney nominees as I
said. We have done it by unanimous
consent. We have made it fairly rou-
tine, as it should be. All 85 of President
Donald Trump’s nominees for U.S. at-
torney were filled by unanimous con-
sent. The Senate has a long history of
following that practice. Before Presi-
dent Biden took office, the last time
the Senate required a rollcall on a U.S.
attorney was in 1975—49 years ago. You
have to go back 49 years to find an ob-
jection to a U.S. attorney nominee.

At the beginning of a new Presi-
dential administration, it is customary
for the U.S. attorney to step down and
for the new President to select replace-
ments. That is why, during the Trump
administration, we moved so many so
quickly. Senate Democrats allowed
every single one of President Trump’s
nominees to be confirmed by unani-
mous consent, many of whom we would
not have personally selected, but it is
just as a courtesy to a new President to
fill the vacancy. It wouldn’t have been
fair or realistic to force the Senate to
debate and vote on every single one of
these nominees. Each one of these
votes is a process which eats up several
days of the calendar. We already do
that for nominations for the Federal
bench. It would not have been fair or
realistic to expect it for U.S. attor-
neys. So we respected the then-Presi-
dent. We respected our colleagues, and
we respected the need for the Senate to
have confirmed leadership in the U.S.
Attorney’s Office.

We put public safety and the needs of
law enforcement ahead of politics. We
have done it always when it has come
to U.S. attorneys until now. The Sen-
ator from Indiana and some of his col-
leagues have set an unfortunate stand-
ard. They are putting us on a path to
require cloture and confirmation votes
on every U.S. attorney nominee. Talk
about a waste of time. That would be a
terrible waste of time. This is entirely
unsustainable, which is something ev-
eryone here knows.

Without Senate-confirmed leadership
for U.S. attorneys, public safety will
suffer across the United States. Can-
didates cannot vote to delay these
nominations and then stand up and say
they are for law and o