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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, let this day be marked
with resilience and guided by Your
righteous hand. When our lawmakers
are confronted by obstacles, instill un-
relenting resolution inside of them to
meet the challenges of the changing
world. Today, give them the wisdom to
turn from every thought, word, and
deed that weakens instead of strength-
ens.

Lord, help our Senators to hunger
and thirst to be people of integrity,
striving to honor You with their lives.
May this be a day when they serve You
with gladness because Your joy has
filled their hearts.

Lord, all nations are Yours. Help us
to trust You to rule our world.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 19, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK,
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Rose E. Jen-
kins, of the District of Columbia, to be
a Judge of the United States Tax Court
for a term of fifteen years.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, yes-
terday afternoon, to the surprise of vir-
tually no one, Speaker JOHNSON’s deep-
ly flawed and highly partisan CR failed

by a vote of 202 to 220. The ‘‘no” votes
included Democrats, Republicans, fis-
cal hawks, conservative ideologues,
and people in between. In other words,
there was broad opposition to the
Speaker’s partisan maneuver. It is
time the Speaker moves on.

Sadly, time is not a luxury that Con-
gress has right now. Today is Sep-
tember 19. The government shutdown
is September 30. That is 11 days away.
And instead of doing the bipartisan
work everyone knows is required for
avoiding a shutdown, the House Repub-
lican leadership has wasted 2 weeks—2
weeks—Ilistening to Donald Trump’s ri-
diculous claims on the campaign trail.

Now that their efforts have failed,
House Republicans don’t seem to have
any plan for actually keeping the gov-
ernment open. So the Senate will step
in. Later today, I will file cloture on a
legislative vehicle that will enable us
to prevent a Trump shutdown in the
event that Speaker JOHNSON does not
work with us in a bipartisan, bicameral
manner.

Both sides are going to spend the
next few days trying to figure out the
best path remaining for keeping the
government open. By filing today, I am
giving the Senate maximum flexibility
for preventing a shutdown.

Democrats and Americans don’t want
a Trump shutdown. I dare say most Re-
publicans, at least in this Chamber,
don’t want to see a Trump shutdown.
And the American people certainly
don’t want their elected representa-
tives in Washington creating a shut-
down for the sake of Donald Trump’s
ridiculous claims, when it is clear he
doesn’t even know how the legislative
process works.

Senators are ready to work this proc-
ess the right way: Democrats talking
to Republicans, both sides at the nego-
tiating table, finding a way to keep the
government open without partisan
hoopla.

The Speaker must choose: Either
keep paying blind obeisance to Donald
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Trump and his ridiculous claims or
work with both parties to spare the
American people from a Republican
shutdown.

And just a parenthetical note: How
does anyone expect Donald Trump to
be a President when he has such little
understanding of the legislative proc-
ess? He is daring the Congress to shut
down. I remember he did that with
Leader PELOSI and I in his office a
while back. It didn’t work out too well
for him. Our Republican colleagues
should not blindly follow Donald
Trump. He doesn’t know what he is
doing. He doesn’t have a plan, and,
frankly, he doesn’t know what he is
talking about.

PROJECT 2025

Mr. President, now on Project 2025,
later today, Senate Democrats will
hold a press conference to expose Don-
ald Trump’s Project 2025 for what it ac-
tually  is. Project  2025—Trump’s
Project 2025—is the most harmful,
most unhinged, and most extreme con-
servative agenda in recent American
history.

By now, many Americans have heard
about Project 2025. And the more peo-
ple learn about Trump’s plan, the more
they realize how disastrous it would be
for our country.

I could speak about Project 2025
every morning for the remainder of the
work period and still not have enough
time to cover all of the nasty things
hiding inside this agenda.

For middle-class families, Project
2025 will raise taxes by $3,000. And it
caters to the ultrawealthy by giving
people who earn more than $10 million
a $1.5 million tax break.

For workers, Project 2025 will under-
mine overtime pay, resulting in less
pay for longer hours for middle-class
Americans who work hard and often
have to work more than 40 hours a
week. As many as 4.3 million Ameri-
cans will have their overtime and wage
protections erode.

For our national security, Project
2025 will make us less safe by gutting
Agencies charged with protecting
Americans at home and around the
world.

And for our border security, Project
2025 rejects the bipartisan plan we re-
leased earlier this year, the strongest
bipartisan border security measure in
decades. It also adopts a policy of ut-
terly cruel mass deportations with lit-
tle to no due process and even risks de-
porting 3 million Dreamers.

How cruel; deport 3 million Dream-
ers? It is in Project 2025.

And finally, Project 2025 will weaken
our democracy by opening the flood-
gates to foreign interference and big
money in politics.

And if all of that isn’t enough, just
yesterday, Donald Trump’s running
mate actually proposed going back to
the days when having a preexisting
condition meant you pay far more for
your health insurance.

That is right. Under the Trump-
Vance plan, anyone with a chronic con-
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dition—or an estimated 129 million
Americans—could face outrageously
expensive healthcare costs.

This is all beyond sinister stuff. And
while Donald Trump tries to run away
from Project 2025, here is the simple
truth: Donald Trump owns Project 2025
and every single one of its proposals.

Project 2025 has been led by hundreds
of former Trump administration offi-
cials, chomping at the bit to get back
in government and impose their hor-
rible plans. Some of these sections
were written by Trump’s own Cabinet
officials. And Trump himself said in his
speech that the Heritage Foundation—
which houses Project 2025—would ‘‘lay
the groundwork and detail plans for ex-
actly what our moment will do.”

Let me say that again. This is Don-
ald Trump talking about the Heritage
Foundation, which has created Project
2025. It would ‘‘lay the groundwork and
detail plans for exactly what our mo-
ment will do.”

And the head of the Heritage Founda-
tion said earlier this year that his goal
was ‘‘institutionalizing Trumpism,” in-
cluding with Project 2025.

Let me say it again: ‘‘Institutional-
izing Trumpism.”

Whom are these guys fooling? Now,
of course, even Trump himself is back-
ing off, with all the criticism, because
it is so far away. These rightwing
ideologues want to steer America over
the cliff and hurt just about every av-
erage American. And then when it be-
comes public what they want to do—
when the public learns more of what
they want to do—they try to say: Oh,
well, we really didn’t mean it. But we
know they did.

Watch out, America. Watch out for
Project 2025. It will hurt you; it will
hurt your family; and it will be imple-
mented by Donald Trump and his
rightwing coterie if he gets elected.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. President, Hispanic Heritage
Month. Finally, I would like to wish
my colleagues and Americans every-
where a happy Hispanic Heritage
Month, which began on September 15.

Hispanic Heritage Month crystalizes
perfectly why we live in an amazing
country. You can’t tell America’s story
without talking about Hispanic Ameri-
cans who have left their mark in every
corner of life: entertainment, the
sciences, the arts, food, music, sports,
military, and government.

Hispanic Heritage Month is perhaps
more important today than it ever has
been. Some politicians are trying furi-
ously to demonize America’s diversity,
but diversity is what makes America
strong. It is what makes America won-
drous. And that is why I have always
fought to defend Dreamers and fight
for comprehensive immigration reform.
It is why I have worked with the Biden-
Harris administration to lower insulin
costs, create good-paying jobs, make
our communities safer, and help His-
panic-owned businesses pick them-
selves up from COVID.

I will also fight for housing reform so
that Latinos, like all Americans, can
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become homeowners. And finally, I will
fight for the Latino museum to honor
the contributions of Hispanics and
Latinos to our Nation and so much
more. We can get it done. Si, se puede.

In the Senate, we have confirmed a
historic 37 Latino judicial nomina-
tions, 22 of them women. We appointed
the first Latina to serve the Federal
Reserve in the Board’s 109-year history,
the first Hispanic judge on the 7th Cir-
cuit, and the first openly LGBTQ+
judge for District of Puerto Rico.

And speaking of Puerto Rico, there
are few causes that mean more to me
as a Senator than helping Puerto
Ricans have greater opportunity and a
better life. A few months ago, I cham-
pioned legislation that would expand
SNAP benefits to Puerto Ricans, who
have been unjustly excluded from this
program for decades. This is one reason
why it is crucial we make progress on
the farm bill because Puerto Ricans de-
serve the justice that has long been de-
nied to them.

America’s strength has always been
rooted in our diversity, on our immi-
grant heritage, on being a home to
Americans for all walks of life.

So today, I want to celebrate the
contributions of Hispanic Americans to
the country we call home. Without
them, America as we know it would
not be possible.

I yield the floor.

———
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and proceed to
the consideration of H.R. 9468, which
was received from the House and is at
the desk; further, that the only amend-
ment in order to the bill be the Paul
amendment No. 3289, which is at the
desk; that the time until 11:30 a.m. be
for debate only on the amendment and
that at 11:30 a.m. the Senate vote on
the amendment, with 60 affirmative
votes required for adoption; further,
that upon disposition of the amend-
ment, the bill, as amended, if amended,
be considered read a third time and the
Senate vote on passage of the bill, as
amended, if amended, all without fur-
ther intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

VETERANS BENEFITS CONTINUITY
AND ACCOUNTABILITY SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2024

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 9468) making supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes.
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Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
HEZBOLLAH

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
since October 7, the Israeli military
has achieved remarkable success in de-
stroying Hamas’s capacity to wage war
and in targeting Hezbollah terrorists,
but Israel’s operations against the
Iran-backed terrorists surrounding it
have also succeeded in exposing some
of the most malignant and persistent
biases of Western media against the
Jewish State of Israel.

We need to look no further than the
astonishing willingness of the most
prominent outlets in America to parrot
the terrorists’ preferred casualty fig-
ures, produced by Hamas’s own health
ministry, or the haste of even the na-
tion’s so-called paper of record to at-
tribute to Israel a devastating rocket
strike on a hospital that careful obser-
vation showed to be the work of the
terrorists themselves.

To deny the role of careless coverage
and outright bias in the groundswell of
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic hate
across the West is willful ignorance.

Consider just this morning’s exam-
ple, courtesy of taxpayer-funded Na-
tional Public Radio. In its coverage of
an apparent Israeli operation to target
Hezbollah terrorists via their special-
ized communications networks, NPR
described Hezbollah as a ‘‘Lebanese
militant and political group,” but the
most accurate descriptor of
Hezbollah—a terrorist organization—
was conspicuously absent; but NPR
editors did manage to include a quote
from a man on the street accusing
Israel of terrorism.

Well, as intrepid journalists so often
remind us, context matters, and it
matters especially in the work of an
organization that takes Federal Gov-
ernment funding and whose CEO has
declared that ‘‘reverence for the truth
might be a distraction.” So let’s estab-
lish some context.

Hezbollah is arguably the world’s
most dangerous terrorist group. The
U.S. Government and more than 60
other countries recognize this essential
characteristic. Hezbollah is funded,
trained, and equipped by Iran, and with
Iran’s help, Hezbollah has conducted
terror attacks all around the world—
from bombings in Argentina and
Greece to backing the ghoulish Assad
regime in the Syrian civil war.

Until 9/11, Hezbollah was responsible
for the deadliest terror attacks against
the United States, killing 321 Ameri-
cans in bombings of the U.S. Embassy,
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marine barracks, and annex in Beirut
back in 1983 and 1984. They also coordi-
nated with the IRGC and its master
terrorist, Qasem Soleimani, to Kkill
hundreds of U.S. servicemembers in
Iraq; and, of course, Hezbollah con-
tinues to threaten U.S. personnel in
Iraq and Syria today.

But, of course, one of Hezbollah’s pri-
mary reasons for existence is the mur-
der of Jews and the destruction of the
Jewish State.

To the extent that it is a political en-
tity, it has corrupted and strangled
Lebanon’s fragile democracy; and it is
Hezbollah’s efforts to threaten Israel
with tens of thousands of rockets and
missiles and its terror tunnels to facili-
tate the infiltration of Israel that has
put Lebanon in the spotlight.

So it may be worth mentioning that,
perhaps, the most carefully targeted
series of simultaneous attacks against
terrorist operatives in human history
comes in response to this all-con-
suming campaign, which has turned
Lebanon into the staging area for war
on Israel’s existence.

So how is that for context?

It is my understanding that the sen-
ior Senator from Vermont has said he
will introduce joint resolutions of the
disapproving of U.S. security assist-
ance to Israel. Such a signal would
only empower and embolden terrorists
like Hamas and Hezbollah. Each of our
colleagues deserves a chance to go on
the record right away to reject this ex-
tremism.

HARRIS POLICY

Now, Mr. President, on a different
matter, I spoke yesterday about how
working Americans are having a tough
time figuring out where Vice President
HARRIS stands on leftwing climate pol-
icy. She has played both sides of issues
that carry real consequences for the
livelihoods and family budgets. Unfor-
tunately, it doesn’t stop at the Green
New Deal. Voters consistently report
that border security is among their top
concerns—and with good reason.

In the last 4 years, humanitarian
chaos and a security crisis at the
southern border has set all the wrong
records. Since the Biden-Harris admin-
istration took office, the CBP has re-
corded more than 9.9 million encoun-
ters with illegal aliens, and this
doesn’t include the nearly 2 million
known ‘‘got-aways.” In the past fiscal
year alone, the CBP has encountered
2.3 million people attempting to ille-
gally enter our country.

The Democratic nominee for Presi-
dent also happens to be the current ad-
ministration’s point person responsible
for this exact issue. You might expect
the border czar to have taken com-
mand and left a clear idea of where she
stands on the issue. Ah, but think
again.

Back in 2020, she described President
Trump’s border wall as a ‘‘complete
waste of taxpayer money’’ that ‘“won’t
make us any safer’’; but, recently, she
said that she would sign Senator
LANKFORD’s border bill into law if it

S6193

landed on her desk. Remember, this is
the bill that would have unlocked hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to fund the
construction of that wall.

In 2019, when she first ran for Presi-
dent, our former colleague expressed
support for decriminalizing illegal bor-
der crossing. Apparently, this was a
longstanding view. In her maiden
speech in the Senate, she proclaimed:

I know what a crime looks like, and I will
tell you: An undocumented immigrant is not
a criminal.

But, according to her campaign, she
no longer believes that.

On other aspects of border policy, her
campaign has declined to say whether
her earlier commitments still hold
true.

Vice President HARRIS has bragged
that she was ‘‘one of the first Senators,
after President Trump was elected, to
advocate for a decrease in funding to
ICE.” Is she still proud of that stand?
The Harris campaign won’t say. This is
especially puzzling given her stated
support for the Lankford border bill,
which increases the funding for ICE.
Does she not know what is in the legis-
lation she says she now endorses?

In this body, she introduced legisla-
tion to decrease detention by at least
50 percent and end funding for new de-
tention facilities. Would she sign a bill
like that today? Her campaign is mum
on the issue. And they are similarly
tight-lipped on the Vice President’s
2019 statement of support for taxpayer-
funded gender transition treatment for
persons in immigration detention fa-
cilities.

Now, this isn’t to say that the Amer-
ican people are at a total loss for clues
on where the Vice President stands.
She has repeated often on the cam-
paign trail that ‘“‘my values have not
changed,” and it is useful to note who
has taken her word for it. The execu-
tive director of a progressive immigra-
tion group recently put it this way:

We all know and trust Harris to make the
right decisions when she’s in office.

When it comes to campaign strategy,
some of our Democratic colleagues are
even saying the quiet part out loud.
The senior Senator from Vermont, self-
described Democratic Socialist, said:

I don’t think she’s abandoning her ideals. I
think she’s tried to be pragmatic and doing
what she thinks is right in order to win the
election.

The senior Senator from Hawaii reit-
erated this point. He has said:

I certainly don’t think we should be de-
manding that she take unpopular positions
in key States.

Sitting Democratic Senators are
calling it like it is: Our former col-
league is saying what needs to be said
to appeal to independent voters, but
when it comes to her progressive agen-
da, she is dyed in the wool. She just
needs to wait until the election to let
the mask come off.

So for voters who are trying to make
sense of where the Vice President
stands, it really comes down to this: If
Washington Democrats’ leftwing base
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isn’t afraid of her flip-flops, then it is
safe to say that working Americans
should be.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, it was an-
other installment of show-vote summer
in the Senate this week. Really, the
Senate is starting to feel like an arm of
the DNC. I say ‘‘show vote’ because, of
course, this week’s vote and the other
show votes we have taken this summer
had nothing at all to do with legis-
lating. These were not attempts to pass
bills; these were future campaign talk-
ing points and television commercials.

Had the Democrat leader really
wanted to pass legislation, I can think
of a number of bills he would have
brought up. But he isn’t actually inter-
ested in getting anything done; he is
interested—he hopes—in getting votes
in November.

With rare exceptions, the Senate has
spent essentially the entire summer
confirming Biden nominees and con-
ducting show votes, and that is not be-
cause there hasn’t been important leg-
islation for us to take up. In fact, it is
quite the opposite. The Senate has cru-
cial legislation it should have been
considering: the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, for one thing—one of
the most important pieces of legisla-
tion we consider each year—defense ap-
propriations, veterans appropriations,
all appropriations.

The end of the fiscal year is almost
upon us. We have 11 days left. Yet we
haven’t taken up a single appropria-
tions bill on the Senate floor. And that
is not because the Appropriations Com-
mittee hasn’t been doing its work—
again, quite the opposite. By the begin-
ning of August, the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee had passed 11 out of
the 12 yearly appropriations bills, sev-
eral of them unanimously. Just yester-
day, Senator COLLINS, vice chair of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, was
on the floor urging the Democrat lead-
er to take action on the appropriations
bills.

There is zero—zero—reason why we
shouldn’t have taken up these bills on
the Senate floor. The only reason we
haven’t is because the Democrat leader
has been more interested in scoring po-
litical points than in doing the job we
were all sent here to do. I hope these
hypothetical political points were
worth the cost to our military that
comes with continuing resolutions,
which is what we are going to be forced
to resort to now to keep the govern-
ment running.

In a properly functioning Senate,
committee work would be reflected on
the Senate floor—for example, by tak-
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ing up the appropriations bills that the
committee has produced. But in the
Schumer Senate, leadership is top
down. So the actual work of the Senate
and the hard work of the committees
have taken a back seat to the Demo-
crat leader’s political machinations. As
I said, he is currently ignoring the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act and
11 appropriations bills—all passed out
of the committee, all available for
floor consideration, in some cases for
months.

In addition to ignoring committee
work, the Democrat leader is also
happy to interfere with or go around
committees when it suits him. The
Commerce Committee’s final release of
the Federal Aviation Administration
reauthorization bill was delayed for
months—months—because the Demo-
crat leader objected to an amendment
that was likely to pass in committee
on a bipartisan basis. Rather than let-
ting the democratic process play out,
the Democrat leader chose to call a
halt to committee consideration of the
bill, bringing the Commerce Commit-
tee’s work to a standstill literally for
months.

While he did finally allow the Senate
to take up the bill, we passed the bill a
total of 8 months after the previous re-
authorization had expired—again, sole-
ly because the Democrat leader didn’t
like an amendment that was likely to
pass with bipartisan support.

I was not surprised to learn last week
that the leader may proceed right to an
informal conference on the National
Defense Authorization Act, bypassing
consideration of the Senate version of
the bill on the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate—again, one of the most consequen-
tial pieces of legislation that we do on
an annual basis and which should have
allowed every Member to have a voice
through an amendment process on the
floor, but he has made it very clear
that Member input is not one of his
priorities.

As if the Senate weren’t dysfunc-
tional enough, if Democrats win the
majority, the Democrat leader intends
to destroy perhaps the most important
Senate rule we have—the Senate fili-
buster—permanently diminishing, if
not eliminating, any meaningful voice
for the minority in the U.S. Senate,
which is what this institution was cre-
ated to represent.

My great hope is to see a properly
functioning Senate again, one where,
for starters, we actually take up each
year’s appropriations bills after they
come out of the committee. I want to
see a Senate where committee work is
recognized and serves as the basis for
the floor schedule and where com-
mittee chairmen are empowered; a
Senate where Members have the oppor-
tunity to have their voices heard
through a robust amendment process,
from committee to final consideration
here on the floor of the Senate; and a
Senate where the role the Senate plays
in the legislative branch is respected
and protected, starting with safe-
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guarding the filibuster rule, which
helps preserve the Senate’s role as the,
as the Founder said, cooling saucer of
democracy.

I don’t have much hope that we will
see this type of Senate if Democrats
are reelected and the current Democrat
leader continues in his role, but it is
the kind of Senate that I will continue
to work for and that I hope a majority
of Senators aspire to. In the meantime,
I guess we will continue with the Dem-
ocrat leader’s show votes.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, it has
been my privilege to represent the peo-
ple of Montana in Congress now for
more than a decade. I have seen Con-
gress wrestle and struggle with many
challenges during my time here. I have
heard my constituents voice concerns—
and deservedly so—about many of
them. But, by far, one of the worst hab-
its that Congress has is its failure to
follow its own budget process. In fact,
it is not an understatement to say that
the budget process has completely col-
lapsed in both Chambers. And I hear
about this back home, and rightfully
S0.

Wherever I go in Montana, folks tell
me they are tired of the dysfunction
here in Congress and especially its lack
of fiscal discipline. For a body that was
elected to represent the will of the peo-
ple, we are doing the exact opposite.
This is simply not what our constitu-
ents sent us here to do.

Too many families in our country are
living paycheck to paycheck and work-
ing sometimes multiple jobs to make
ends meet. And, most importantly,
they are sacrificing to do so.

When they elect their representa-
tives, they expect good, responsible
governing. They expect Congress to op-
erate more like they do when it comes
to budgeting and spending and living
within their means. Yet, year in and
year out, Congress does anything but.

Let me read you the tale of the tape.
The last time Congress enacted all 12
appropriations—that is, you could say,
passing the budget. That is all the ap-
propriations bills. The last time they
met the goal of getting it done by Sep-
tember 30, the end of the fiscal year of
the Federal Government, was 1997.
That was nearly three decades ago.

And it is not like we wake up on the
1st of January every year and wonder:
When are they going to schedule Sep-
tember 30?7 When is September 30 going
to fall this year?

It is not like they surprise us, and we
say: Oh, my word, it is September 30.

It is no surprise—27 consecutive
years.
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Even sadder is how Congress has ig-
nored the Budget Act. The Budget Con-
trol Act became law in 1974. This law
put into place the modern budget proc-
ess. It was enacted, ironically, to give
Congress more control over Federal
spending and the budget process. Theo-
retically, this would give our constitu-
ents a stronger say in how their tax
dollars are spent.

But what has Congress done with
that authority? Since the Budget Con-
trol Act became law, 50 years ago, Con-
gress has been out of control—though
the Budget Control Act was passed 50
years ago. Congress rarely even passes
a budget resolution anymore, which is
supposed to start the budget process
every spring.

This resolution is supposed to pro-
vide a roadmap for how we approach
the appropriations process. Without
this roadmap, Congress inevitably finds
itself in a spending train wreck, and
our constituents, by default, have little
say in how their tax dollars are spent.
That is exactly what has happened
year after year after year—27 consecu-
tive years, in fact.

In the past 50 years since the Budget
Control Act was passed, Congress has
only enacted all 12 appropriations on
time 4 times: 1977, 1989, 1995, and then
1997. Again, back to 1997, we will now
have a 27-year consecutive losing
streak as we will go past September 30
without having appropriations passed.
This year, Senate Democratic leader-
ship hasn’t brought a single appropria-
tions bill to the floor, and we are just
12 days from the beginning of the new
fiscal year.

Continuing resolutions that fund the
government at current levels are now
the norm. In fact, between 1977 and last
year, Congress passed 200 continuing
resolutions—200—and, thus, the threat
of a government shutdown is always
looming.

All this forces Congress to fund the
government through what we call Om-
nibus appropriations. And for those
watching back home, that means, in-
stead of giving each appropriator and
appropriations bill a hearing and the
scrutiny it deserves, most of the spend-
ing bills are all lumped together into
one or two giant bills, often thousands
of pages long each.

No one has time to read the entire
bill before we pass it. So it is usually
chock full of wasteful spending on pet
projects that we inserted, literally, in
the dead of night. Since 1982, Congress
has passed 36 Omnibus appropriation
bills. That is just short of one per year.
Since that time, Omnibus appropria-
tions bills have served as a legislative
vehicle for more than half of the Fed-
eral Government’s appropriations.

In short, our broken budget process
has created an incredible amount of
uncertainty. In fact, the only thing
that is certain in the whole mess is
that this broken process has exacer-
bated the Federal Government’s out-of-
control spending.

There is no way to run a household
this way or a small business—not to
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mention the government—and the
American people know it.

So why is all this important? As I
mentioned, Congress doesn’t have a
revenue problem. It is not a revenue
problem. Look at our deficits and our
debt. This is not a revenue problem. It
is a spending problem, no matter how
you look at it.

Our failed budget process is not only
the cause for the fiscal disaster, it is
also playing a very significant role.
The last time the government had a
budget surplus was 23 years ago, back
in 2001. The nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office says that the budget def-
icit for this year will be around $2 tril-
lion. That is unprecedented. In fact,
the deficit over the next decade will
now total a staggering $22 trillion.
That is the deficit added on top of the
current debt. Even more frightening is
the fact that Medicare will be broke by
2031 and Social Security, by 2034. By
2035, CBO estimates that debt held by
the public will top $560 trillion and be
the equivalent of 122 percent of our
GDP.

These are staggering numbers. We
can’t ignore this crisis. To start the
long process of fixing it, we need to
start with serious reforms in the budg-
et process.

The people of Montana know I am
not a creature of Washington, nor,
frankly, do I care to be. I am not a ca-
reer politician. I did not work my way
up through the ranks of State legisla-
tures. My experience is in the private
sector.

Anyone who has been in Montana
knows that while Montana is the most
beautiful State in our country, the
strength of our great State lies with its
people. They are hard-working folks.
They believe in an honest day’s work
for an honest day’s pay. They never
hesitate to share a good dose of com-
mon sense—something that I find se-
verely lacking here in Washington, DC.

Montana common sense combined
with my private sector background
taught me a number of principles I
think we can apply to our budget proc-
ess.

For starters, let’s hold Members ac-
countable, and performance needs to be
scrutinized. When structural failure
persists, it has to be addressed. For
that reason, if Members of Congress
can’t pass all 12 appropriations bills on
time, suspend their pay. Don’t shut
down the government; shut down the
pay of Members of Congress. In fact,
shut down their pay, shut down their
travel, force them to stay here in
Washington, and believe me, this will
get resolved rather quickly. Because
we all know, if you don’t do your job,
you don’t deserve to be paid, especially
when the American people are the folks
paying us. That would put an end to
government shutdowns.

Let’s be honest. Shutting down the
government only punishes the Amer-
ican people and increases costs. It is
exactly the wrong thing we need to do.
But put the pain on Congress, and that
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will start to change things around here
in a hurry.

Second, Congress should address all
spending, including discretionary and
nondiscretionary  programs. Think
about it. Discretionary spending is ut-
terly dysfunctional, and there are vir-
tually no forcing mechanisms to re-
quire Congress to actually deal with
the autopilot spending that accounts
for nearly 70 percent of Federal spend-
ing. Avoiding the tough challenge of
the mandatory spending means our na-
tional debt will just continue to soar to
new, incomprehensible heights, and
that puts our kids and our grand-
children on the hook. This will require
bipartisan cooperation to save these
programs for future generations.

Speaking of bipartisanship, the re-
forms we make must work whether we
have unified government or divided
government. Right now, it is about im-
possible to pass a bicameral budget
during divided government. This just
leads to the unwanted, behind-closed-
doors mad dash as the expiration date
of the latest continuing resolution ap-
proaches, which leads to my final and
maybe my most important point.

Any reforms to our broken budget
process must be bipartisan. There are
always going to be disagreements
around how taxpayer dollars should be
spent, but we should be able to agree
on a workable, durable process to make
those decisions. To that end, we need
to build on the good work of my late
friend and former colleague, the late
Senator Mike Enzi from Wyoming.

During more than two decades serv-
ing in the Senate, Mike worked tire-
lessly on this issue. Many of his pro-
posals deserve a strong look if Congress
is ever to find a solution. I believe two
deserve particular attention. The first
would reorient the budget resolution to
a 2-year cycle. That would allow Con-
gress more time to not only develop
but also enforce the budget. I also be-
lieve Senator Enzi’s proposal to create
a new special reconciliation process
that could only be used for reducing
the deficit also warrants consideration.

There are many others. I know a
number of my colleagues have weighed
in on this issue as well. I welcome their
ideas.

The question I pose today to Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle is, When
are we going to get serious about ad-
dressing this calamity? How many
more times are we going to kick the
can down the road? How many more
shutdowns? How high must our deficits
and debt climb before we say enough is
enough?

Mr. President, I humbly submit
today that we did reach that point, ac-
tually, long ago. It is past time to
bring the common sense of Montanans
to bear on the Nation’s budget process.
Now is the time for serious budget re-
form.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
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to speak for up to 20 minutes and that
Senator PAUL be permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes prior to the scheduled
rollcall vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 5074

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I
want to compliment my good friend
from Montana, Senator DAINES, who
was on the floor just now talking about
government accountability. That is
what I am going to talk about—govern-
ment accountability. We need much
more of it, and we need much more of
it in the Veterans Administration.

So today, what I am going to be
doing is I am going to ask for unani-
mous consent on my bill, the PRO Vets
Act, that we all need to move forward,
both on funding the VA—I am going to
talk about this shortfall—but also on
having some reforms to the VA. They
are very simple.

I will be really disappointed if any of
my colleagues come down here and
block my unanimous consent request.
That is just me asking all my Senate
colleagues to pass this bill right now.
But when you hear about it, you will
say: Why wouldn’t we pass that? Holy
cow. The VA needs a little account-
ability—actually, a lot of account-
ability.

But here is what is going on. A little
context of my legislation—which, by
the way, right now already has 15 co-
sponsors. We just put this together 2
weeks ago, given the crisis at the VA,
and it has 15 cosponsors.

Just 6 weeks ago, Congress was offi-
cially informed and many of us were
surprised—by the way, I sit on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, so I am very
focused on these issues. Our committee
was informed that the VA was experi-
encing a $15 billion shortfall and that
by the end of this week, tomorrow,
they need an additional $3 billion or
veterans across the country, including
in my State—the great State of Alaska
has more veterans per capita than any
State in the country, so we love our
veterans; it is a very important con-
stituency of mine—they wouldn’t get
their benefits unless we act real quick.

The House acted 2 nights ago, and we
are going to get this money done. We
will get it. We want to make sure our
veterans have their benefits. But in ex-
change, we are asking: Hey, what is
going on over at the VA? I mean, we
see this all the time—mismanagement,
last-minute requests for money, illegal
bonuses up to $11 million just a couple
of months ago paid out to people in the
VA who don’t deserve it.

My bill is very simple. It is going to
bring accountability to the VA—of
course, that is a vital institution for
our veterans and our country—with
some more oversight and account-
ability. It is not complicated at all. It
is basically two things. We are going to
fund this short-term $3 billion amount
of money the VA says it needs ASAP,
even though they didn’t inform us
until 6 weeks ago.
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By the way, the total amount they
need in terms of how they screwed up
the budget is $15 billion. That is a lot
of money.

So it just says—the bill requires two
things. It institutes a 3-year require-
ment for the Secretary of the VA to
submit quarterly, in-person budget re-
ports to Congress to encourage greater
oversight and financial account-
ability—that is pretty simple—and the
Secretary should come to us quarterly
with these budget estimates and brief
our committee, the VA Committee, in
person—easy—and for any future finan-
cial shortfalls, which we are experi-
encing right now, it would result in the
withholding of bonuses for senior VA
and OMB personnel who worked on
that budget. That is it. That is it, Mr.
President.

Most people would say, ‘‘Hey, that is
pretty good reform; it is not too
much,” but, remarkably, I think one of
my Senate colleagues is going to come
down here and object.

So we are going to throw $3 billion at
the VA, and we just have simple re-
forms: The Secretary comes quarterly
to the committee and says: Hey, we are
not going to blow through the budget
again. Here are our quarterly esti-
mates.

By the way, if you are part of the
team at a senior level that screwed up
the budget, you don’t get a bonus.

What is wrong with that? Maybe my
colleagues won’t object. That is it.
That is the bill, because we are going
to give the VA, again, additional
money that they didn’t plan for.

This is not the first time this has
happened. As a matter of fact, I have
been on the VA Committee going on 10
years. I really like the committee. As I
mentioned, veterans in Alaska, vet-
erans in America are so important. But
the VA in DC often screws up the budg-
et. It often comes up with scandals.
Heck, like I said, just a couple of
months ago, $11 million went out to
senior VA officials for bonuses that
they didn’t deserve.

In a hearing yesterday, I asked: Has
anyone been held responsible for that?

No.

Anyone held responsible for this
budget oversight?

No.

So, as I mentioned, there have been a
lot of these kinds of scandals. Some of
you might remember the VA secret
waiting list at the Phoenix Veterans
Affairs Health Care System.

CNN described the secret waiting list
as the following:

The secret list was part of an elaborate
scheme designed by Veterans Affairs man-
agers in Phoenix who were trying to hide
that 1,400 to 1,600 sick veterans were forced
to wait months to see a doctor.

Forty of them died waiting. Pretty
scandalous.

The hospital in Colorado had a budg-
et overrun in 2016, and Congress had to
do what we are doing right now—jump
in immediately, at the last minute.
That was budgeted—it was three times
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the amount it was budgeted that they
ran over to build that hospital. But we
again acted—hundreds of millions of
dollars at the last minute because of
VA mismanagement.

Here is the thing: The Congress—
even the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee—is becoming numb to these
kinds of shortfalls and these kinds of
dysfunctional approaches to manage-
ment for our veterans.

Let me be clear. I work with the VA
in Alaska all the time. The people on
the ground helping our veterans—the
vast, vast majority do a great job. But
the problem seems to be here in DC,
with this giant bureaucracy.

Last week, the inspector general—
President Biden’s inspector general for
the VA, in front of the House, testified
along the following lines about a report
they just had in terms of an investiga-
tion of the VA. They said: Our staff—
the inspector general’s staff—‘‘rou-
tinely finds breakdowns in processes,
infrastructure, governance, leadership,
and other failings that erode the
foundational elements of account-
ability’’ at the VA.

Last week, the IG of the VA said
that.

These breakdowns impede [the] VA’s ef-
forts to make certain that patients receive
timely, high-quality healthcare and that vet-
erans and other eligible beneficiaries are af-
forded the compensation and services they
are owed.

So here is the Biden administration
IG, inspector general, saying: We have
big problems at the VA.

Now we are seeing it with another
cost overrun.

Like I said, $15 billion budget short-
fall for the VA right now. We only
heard about it 6 weeks ago; and I, with
several members of the VA Committee,
6 weeks ago as soon as we heard about
this, sent a letter to the chairman of
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee at the
end of July saying: Hey, we need an im-
mediate hearing, right now. Let’s do it
right now and have the Secretary tes-
tify in person to tell us what the heck
is going on. What are you doing over
there? OK?

The chairman didn’t do that. He
waited till yesterday to hold the hear-
ing. The Secretary didn’t show up to
come testify, and we heard all kinds of
things from the witnesses from the VA.

But what we didn’t hear is anything
about accountability. We did hear this,
by the way, and if—I think most Amer-
icans, most Alaskans, would find this
stunning. The VA has a new rule. We
went through a pandemic 4 years ago.
People were doing remote work. Guess
what? Most of the Federal Government
is still doing remote work. Most Fed-
eral employees still, like, work in their
pajamas next to a computer at home.

The VA’s new rule is that you are re-
quired to come into the office twice in
a pay period. Excuse me, what? Some
of those VA workers in DC work at
home in their pajamas. Can you believe
that, America? We have these big,
beautiful Federal buildings here and
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nobody comes into them. I mean, come
on.

So maybe the Secretary was tele-
working yesterday, part of his rule
that you only have to come in twice a
month to work. So we need account-
ability. We need accountability.

Now, as usual, the VA and other bu-
reaucrats are saying, hey, this is actu-
ally a good thing that we have a $15
billion shortfall. This is a good thing
because more veterans are getting ben-
efits.

Well, listen, I voted for the bill that
is helping our veterans with regard to
burn pits. I voted for all that legisla-
tion, and it is good that we are getting
veterans to have more benefits that
they have earned, but that doesn’t ex-
cuse the VA mismanagement of its
budget or the idea that Congress, if it
is going to appropriate more money at
the last minute, which is what we are
going to do—and I am supporting
that—that we apply accountability.

Here is what the legislative director
for the VFW supplied in written testi-
mony to the House last week:

““Since news of the funding shortfall be-
came public, the communications on the
matter from the VA has been inappropri-
ately positive’—

So this is the VFW saying: Hey, VA,
don’t spin this.

That it is positive because the VA is
“‘delivering more benefits than ever,”
as if the VA’s miscalculation that now
threatens the delivery of all compensa-
tion, pension, and education benefits is
somehow a positive thing.

So the VFW is looking straight at
the VA saying: Don’t spin this. The $15
billion shortfall you just told us about,
we have got to rush to fund it or vet-
erans across America are going to lose
their benefits? That is not positive. No
matter how they spin it, it is not posi-
tive. It is called mismanagement.

So, again, all I am asking for as part
of the money that we are going to ap-
propriate on an emergency basis for
the VA is to simply pass my vets act,
my Pro Vets Act.

And, again, here is all it does: The
Secretary of the VA has to come in
quarterly to the committee, in person,
out of your pajamas, and tell us what
the budget is so we don’t have this
again.

And if you are part of the VA or OMB
team that put forward a budget that
the VA went over, you don’t get a
bonus. That is eminently reasonable.
Reasonable, Mr. President. And I hope
my colleagues here will support it.

So I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 5074, and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration; further, that
the bill be considered read a third time
and passed, and the motion to recon-
sider be consider made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object. I share my
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colleague’s focus on making sure we
never have shortfalls that deny our
veterans the care and benefits they
were promised. And we are going to
vote in just a bit on a VA supplemental
package to make sure the VA has the
resources it needs. And it even includes
reporting requirements similar to what
is proposed here.

As we implement laws like the PACT
Act, which makes worthwhile expan-
sions of our veterans’ care, there is
going to be some growing pains. That
is frustrating, but it is not unheard of.

The important thing—and I think we
all agree here—is meeting those needs
and keeping our word to our veterans
and their families, and I would say, as
a daughter of a veteran, I take that re-
sponsibility very seriously.

Now, while I am not convinced all of
the elements of this proposal are the
most effective way to work with VA on
these issues right now, I do sincerely
appreciate where my colleague is com-
ing from and I am willing to work with
him on this.

So I look forward to continuing this
conversation and working in a bipar-
tisan way to make sure the VA is
working for our veterans. But right
now, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Alaska.

Mr. SULLIVAN. While I have worked
closely with my colleague from Wash-
ington on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee in the Senate, I know she is
committed to veterans, and I want to
work with her on these matters. I will
say, though, I would disagree with her
on one major issue. She mentioned
growing pains and the PACT Act has
expanded veterans’ benefits. And that
is good; I voted for that bill. But this
isn’t about growing pains. This is about
what the IG just testified to the House
on last week, and it is systemic prob-
lems of accountability at the VA.

And to be honest, if you are on the
committee, you know that more than
anybody because we see it all the time.
So I am disappointed that simple re-
forms, accountability, the Secretary
coming in quarterly, in person, not
teleworking like 99 percent of the VA
currently does—and shouldn’t do, by
the way—telling Congress where they
are in the budget so you are not going
to have another overrun.

And then if you made the mistake—
and there is a big budget overrun, you
don’t get a bonus. Very simple. I am
really disappointed that we can’t un-
dertake basic, simple accountability
reforms when we are, once again, at
the last minute, scrambling to make
sure due to the VA’s mismanagement,
Congress is coming in with additional
money making sure our veterans get
their benefits, that is not the way to
run a really important Federal bu-
reaucracy and organization like we
have at the VA. And I am disappointed
that my bill is not being passed right
now, in addition to getting the addi-
tional funding to the VA for our vet-
erans.

S6197

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

VETERANS AFFAIRS

Mr. PAUL. As we have been dis-
cussing, the Veterans’ Affairs is out of
money. Now, this is not something that
was unpredictable. I predicted this a
year or two ago when we expanded ben-
efits.

I think it is the priority and it is the
responsibility of America to take care
of its veterans, but we still have to
think about what we are doing. We
can’t say: Well, every veteran should
have a Corvette and $200,000 a year be-
cause we don’t have the money for
that.

So we try to link benefits to some-
thing we can afford and something
within reason related to their service.

When the PACT Act was passed,
though, there were those of us saying:
Hmm, if you allow something like high
blood pressure to be associated with
military service, you may have a prob-
lem. I am 61 years old. Sixty percent of
people over 60 have hypertension. You
think you might get too many people
applying for things if you allow really
common conditions like hypertension
to be connected to these benefits.

What we were talking about were
burn pits. And burn pits you can con-
vince me—and they have—that inhal-
ing things from burn pits might dam-
age your lungs, and you might have
respiratory diseases or lung cancers.
But saying hypertension is related to
this allows Pandora’s box, and now we
have millions of people flooding
through the doors to get benefits, and
they are out of money.

This is typical of Washington. This
year, we will spend $6 trillion, and we
will bring in 4. No American family can
do that, no State does that, no city
does that, no county does that.

Washington’s fiscal recklessness is
putting the American dream out of
reach for millions of Americans.

Historically high rates of inflation
from this debt have made every Amer-
ican poorer. As families across the
country struggle to put food on the
table, Washington seems content to
spend money without regard to the
consequences.

But sometimes the consequences are
too shameful to ignore. Congressional
spending and mismanagement at the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs are
the latest examples, with both result-
ing in a nearly $3 billion shortfall,
threatening the benefits of millions of
veterans.

Our veterans shouldn’t have to pay
the cost for the Federal Government’s
incompetence. This is why I ask the
Senate to adopt my amendment today.

My amendment would just simply
offset the new money they need for the
Veterans’ Affairs that they didn’t cal-
culate well and didn’t appropriate by
taking it from somewhere else in the
budget. To me, it seems eminently rea-
sonable. Rather than borrow more
money and put ourselves further into
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debt—we have a $35 trillion debt—why
don’t we find something in the budget
maybe that is not an emergency, take
the money from there, and pay for the
veterans benefits? My amendment
would ensure the veterans receive their
benefits without adding to the national
debt.

My amendment is simple. It pays for
the veterans benefits by rescinding $2.9
billion in Department of Energy loan
guarantees. The American taxpayer
should not be asked to subsidize com-
panies with vast resources, often mul-
timillion-dollar owners, that are for
this green energy that we are going to
subsidize.

Well, which is more important, sub-
sidizing millionaire owners of green en-
ergy or paying for veterans’ benefits?
Why not take one to pay for the other?

Unsurprisingly, these 1loans, these
green loans that are out there, these
gambles that have been taken by the
Department of Energy, have come at
an exorbitant cost. A 2015 GAO study
revealed the extent of the Department
of Energy’s loan program failures. The
report lists that five companies de-
faulted on similar Department of En-
ergy loans, including Solyndra, Fisker,
Abound Solar, Beacon Power, and Ve-
hicle Production Group, costing the
taxpayers $807 million.

So these loans are not without risks.
We cut these loans, we cut our risk,
and we shift the money over to vet-
erans. I think it is a pretty easy thing.
It could be done in a few minutes.

But if you will watch, if you will
watch the vote, my guess is that no-
body from the other side of the aisle
will vote to transfer the money over to
the veterans. They will just say: Bor-
row it, put it on my tab. Well, that is
why you go to the grocery store and a
steak costs $20 at the grocery store;
this is why gasoline costs are up; this
is why all your prices are up; this is
why home prices are doubling, because
they are diminishing the value of the
dollar with all the borrowing.

So today they will add another $3 bil-
lion. They don’t care. They think
money grows on trees. Here it is, $3 bil-
lion, take it. We care about the vet-
erans, but we don’t give a damn about
the debt. You can care about both. I
am for shifting money. Let’s don’t in-
crease the debt today. Let’s take $3 bil-
lion that would go to millionaires who
own these companies and shift it over
to the veterans. Pretty simple. How
could anybody vote against it?

But watch the vote. Everyone on the
other side of the aisle is going to vote
to borrow the money rather than pay
for it by shifting the money. The VA
shortfall was very foreseeable just as
the failure of the DOE loans. The VA
has been overwhelmed, receiving more
than 2.4 million claims in 2023—the
most ever, 39 percent higher.

I warned them, when you pass this,
when you allow hypertension to be as-
sociated with disability, you are open-
ing Pandora’s box, because everybody
has got hypertension.
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You may recall, I stood here on the
Senate floor and warned that the PACT
Act would put veterans benefits at
risk. Why? Because there truly are vet-
erans that were damaged by burn pits.
They inhaled the smoke, and they have
chronic asthma, emphysema or cancer.

But those deserving people are hav-
ing the money taken by people who
have high blood pressure. Everybody’s
got high blood pressure. So if you put
them in there, what you are doing is
stealing the benefits from the truly—
the people who have lung damage from
breathing in these fumes.

It is always about, Oh, we care about
everybody. Everybody should get
money. It is free. No problem. We will
just borrow it. Instead of saying: Why
don’t we try to conserve the resources
for those who actually were injured by
the burn pits? Instead, it is like: Oh,
you got high blood pressure? Sign up.
Come on down. We will get you some
money.

The PACT Act created a presumption
of service connection for hypertension.
The CDC estimates 116 million Ameri-
cans have hypertension: 50 percent of
men, 44 percent of women. Over 60 per-
cent of all people have hypertension. If
you include hypertension as a trigger
for benefits, it broadens the category of
recipients so much that it has contrib-
uted to the depletion of the funds.

So instead of asking why we are
short $3 billion—no one is asking why
we are short. They are just, Put it on
my tab. Put it on the Nation’s tab.
Borrow more money.

Why don’t we find out what the prob-
lem is? Why are we short on money?
Because they decided to include hyper-
tension as a trigger for disability.

Because of Congress’s inability to
make difficult decisions, precious re-
sources that ought to go to veterans
exposed to toxic substances are at risk
of going up in smoke. They are at risk
of being diverted to people who weren’t
injured by the burn pits.

Congress must take its oversight re-
sponsibility seriously, hold the VA ac-
countable for fiscal mismanagement
and corruption. In fiscal year 2023, the
VA issued 3 billion in improper pay-
ments. So we have Veterans Affairs $3
billion short of money, but we found
out they gave $3 billion to the wrong
people. They made a mistake of issuing
checks to the wrong people for $3 bil-
lion. Why wouldn’t we ask the VA:
Hey, we know you are short of money,
but guess what. You have got to quit
sending the money to the wrong peo-
ple.

Why wouldn’t the people who are
sending the money to the wrong people
be punished, reassigned? Maybe they
shouldn’t work for the VA if they
aren’t competent enough to get the
money to the people who are the right
people.

Over the past 3 years, it is estimated
the VA has had $10 billion in improper
payments. In May 2024, the VA’s in-
spector general reported that the De-
partment improperly awarded over $10
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million in incentives to its own senior
executives. So it has been determined
by the inspector general that the VA
paid their own executives $10 million in
bonuses that shouldn’t have been given
to the executives, while the executives
were overseeing $3 billion that went to
the wrong people.

There are resources that could have
been devoted—these resources that
were wasted and squandered could have
been devoted to veterans, to their bene-
fits. Instead, the VA shamefully squan-
dered them.

It is high time that the Members of
this body face the incontrovertible fact
that Congress’s reckless spending has
awful consequences. We have seen it in
the form of inflation. This is what is
happening to Americans. It is what is
making all of us poor. And now we see
that overspending threatens the bene-
fits that were promised to veterans.

We must use these failures as a warn-
ing. We must get serious about our
spending and oversight responsibilities.
I encourage my colleagues to vote for
my amendment as a first step to ensur-
ing our veterans receive the care they
deserve.

AMENDMENT NO. 3289

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I call up
my amendment No. 3289 and ask that it
be reported by number.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. PAUL]
proposes an amendment numbered 3289.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To rescind funds from the
Department of Energy loan programs office)

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . OFFSET.

Of the unobligated balances of the amount
made available under section 50141(b) of Pub-
lic Law 117-169 (136 Stat. 2043) (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Inflation Reduction Act”),
$2,882,482,000 are rescinded.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there be 2 minutes
of debate, equally divided, prior to
each vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, you
know, when it comes to supporting our
veterans, the bottom line is, we have to
live up to our word and get the benefits
and care they were promised. I am
pleased to say we have a long bipar-
tisan history of coming together and
putting our veterans first. That is what
the bill before us is about.

But this amendment would jeop-
ardize all of that by making partisan
cuts to unrelated programs. Our vet-
erans should not be used as partisan le-
verage, simple as that.

Now, I fully outright oppose this
amendment on the merits. But even for
colleagues who may feel differently, I
would urge you to join me in voting
against this amendment because we
should all agree that veterans are not
fair game for partisan poison pills. Our



September 19, 2024

promise to our veterans and their fami-
lies is a sacred responsibility we have
to live up to, not political leverage.

I urge all of my colleagues who feel
the same to join me in voting no.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, this
amendment is simply about paying for
veterans’ benefits. It doesn’t stop vet-
erans’ benefits. It actually pays for
them by moving money from wasteful
programs over to Veterans Affairs to
pay for their benefits.

It does this so we don’t add to the
debt. I mean, our veterans fought for
our country, our national security. Our
biggest threat to our national security
now is our debt. I think our veterans
would want us to do this in a respon-
sible manner.

This amendment makes the veterans’
benefits paid for by taking money else-
where in the budget. It is a responsible
way to go.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 3289

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on adoption of amendment
No. 3289.

Mr. PAUL. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. CARPER)
and the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS),
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TiLLIS), and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. VANCE).

The result was announced—yeas 47,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 247 Leg.]

YEAS—47

Barrasso Ernst Murkowski
Blackburn Fischer Paul
Boozman Graham Ricketts
Braun Grassley Risch
Britt Hagerty Romney
Brown Hawley Rubio
Budd Hoeven Schmitt
Capito Hyde-Smith
Cassidy Johnson gcott (FL)

. cott (SC)
Collins Kennedy .
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee Tester
Cramer Lummis Thune
Crapo McConnell Tuberville
Cruz Moran Wicker
Daines Mullin Young

NAYS—47

Baldwin Gillibrand Merkley
Bennet Hassan Murphy
Blumenthal Heinrich Murray
Booker Helmy Ossoff
Butler Hickenlooper Padilla
Cantwell Hirono Peters
Cardin Kaine Reed
Casey Kelly Rosen
Coons King Sanders
Cortez Masto Klobuchar Schatz
Duckworth Lujan Schumer
Durbin Manchin Shaheen
Fetterman Markey Sinema
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Smith Warner Welch
Stabenow Warnock Whitehouse
Van Hollen Warren

NOT VOTING—6
Carper Rounds Vance
Marshall Tillis Wyden

(Mr. KING assumed the Chair.)

(The PRESIDENT pro tempore as-
sumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). On this vote, the yeas are 47,
the nays are 47.

Under the previous order requiring 60
votes for the adoption of this amend-
ment, the amendment is not agreed to.

The amendment (No. 3289) was re-
jected.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be 2 minutes of debate, equal-
ly divided.

The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today,
thanks to the PACT Act, more vet-
erans are getting access to more bene-
fits than ever before. But we need to
provide additional funding to make
sure we keep our promise to all of our
veterans, which is why we now have a
bill to provide $2.9 billion in additional
funding for the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration to pay compensation and
pension and readjustment benefits.

This is funding that goes directly to
our veterans and that they have been
promised. But without this bill, in less
than 2 weeks’ time, the VA will be un-
able to issue payments to as many as 7
million veterans and their survivors
and 800,000 veterans seeking readjust-
ment benefits.

Our veterans were there for us. We
have to be there for them. Congress has
a responsibility to ensure these vet-
erans and their family members and
survivors receive the benefits they
have earned on time. It is as simple as
that.

I hope every single one of my col-
leagues will join me in standing with
our veterans and vote to get this done.

Mr. President, I yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, under the previous
order, the bill is considered read a
third time.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

VOTE ON H.R. 9468

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 9468) was passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume executive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from New Jersey.

MAIDEN SPEECH

Mr. HELMY. Madam President, it is

a distinct honor to stand in this es-
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teemed Chamber as a Member of the
world’s greatest deliberative body, the
U.S. Senate. That I am even standing
here, just as the 81st New Jerseyan, the
204th American, currently the only
Arab American, and the first member
of the Coptic Church to hold the title
of U.S. Senator, is something I had
never imagined and still struggle to ac-
cept.

For many years, I proudly served as a
staffer for two U.S. Senators from the
great State of New Jersey: first, the
late Senator Frank Lautenberg; and, as
fate would have it, my friend, mentor,
now colleague, and senior Senator,
CORY BOOKER. As such, it was always
my job to be the guy behind the guy. It
was my job to make sure they were
prepared, that they had the best pos-
sible counsel, and were ready to make
the consequential decisions required of
every U.S. Senator. So standing here
now is a little odd, a little over-
whelming, and very humbling.

I will, as I have for many years, con-
tinue to do my utmost to live up to the
faith placed in me by Governor Phil
Murphy to be thoughtful, diligent, and
a forceful voice and representative of
the people of New Jersey. And I have a
very short window in which to do just
that. In fact, it is my stated intention
to resign from this post once the gen-
eral election is certified by Lieutenant
Governor Tahesha Way, who also
serves as our secretary of state, at
which point Governor Murphy has said
he will appoint my duly elected suc-
cessor.

So there is a possibility that my ten-
ure in this body will last all of 73 days.
Should that be the case, that means I
will tie for the 10th shortest ever ten-
ure as a U.S. Senator, which also
means I will forever be rooting for the
good health and good fortune of those
who follow so that I can make at least
one top 10 list at some point in my life.

As with those who have come before
me and those who will follow me, no
one comes to this august and revered
Chamber because they were a wall-
flower before they got here. So, then,
no one seeks to be a wallflower, wheth-
er they are here for a day or for a dec-
ade.

The challenges facing our Nation are
many, but that means so too are the
opportunities, and I am going to lean
into these opportunities so that, while
my time here may be short, my impact
may be lasting. So I intend to be fo-
cused and I intend to be busy, and I in-
tend to make every single day count
for the people of New Jersey.

One vital issue close to my heart and
which I will spend much of my energy
on over the next 9 weeks is that of our
Nation’s youth mental health crisis. As
a father of two sons—Joshua, age 15,
and Elijah, age 12—I know that I can-
not make them immune from the
strains and stressors that impact their
or their friends’ mental health, but I
can at least try to mitigate the harm-
ful impacts of those stressors while I
hold office—and longer, while the Lord
gives me life and voice.
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The challenges are well known and,
frankly, shocking. Over the past dec-
ade, cases of severe depression among
young adults have nearly doubled.
Since 2010, suicidal behavior among our
high school students increased by more
than 40 percent. And since 2017, the
number of our youth hospitalized for
anxiety has increased by half, and the
proportion hospitalized for self-harm
has nearly doubled.

Allow me to repeat that. In just 7
years, the number of youth hospital-
ized for anxiety has increased by 50
percent, and the proportion of our kids
hospitalized for self-harm has in-
creased by nearly 100 percent.

The kids are not OK. Last year alone,
40 percent of our Nation’s high
schoolers reported feeling so sad or
hopeless that they stopped doing their
usual activities. That is a truly tragic
statistic. Childhood and adolescence
should be a time of great hope and op-
timism, not hopelessness and Dpes-
simism.

In our home State of New Jersey, up
to one-half of our youth are experi-
encing poor mental health, and we
know this is even more prevalent
among young women. In 2021 alone, in
New Jersey, nearly 60 percent of female
students reported experiencing per-
sistent feelings of sadness and hope-
lessness. That is double the rate of
their male peers. And nearly one in
four of our female students have made
suicide plans—one in four.

I am incredibly grateful to welcome
two teens from New Jersey who have
overcome their own struggles with
mental health and are now looking to-
ward college and a brighter future.

Emma Baez, sitting in the Gallery, is
a senior from North Arlington High
School. After experiencing her own
challenges, she is now a junior commis-
sioner in the Bergen County Commis-
sion on the Status of Women, an im-
portant commission serving women
like her.

Valeria Gimenez, also in the Gallery,
just graduated from Carteret High
School. She participated in the Path-
ways Program, an important coun-
seling center in New Jersey, and says it
changed her life. Valeria is starting
college in the spring and wants to be a
physician one day.

Thank you so much for being here,
Valeria and Emma. I deeply admire
your courage and perseverance. It gives
me great hope that we can and must do
more to support teens like you.

The statistics revealing the scope of
the suffering among our next genera-
tion are unconscionable and unaccept-
able. We need far more support for our
American youth in this acute crisis,
and to that end, I am cosponsoring the
Supporting All Students Act. The bill
will lead to peer line support to provide
the critical support our youth need
during these moments of crisis, and the
bill would also allocate the required
funding for more professionals who can
support these youth.

Among the LGBTQIA+ youth, the
numbers are even more dire, with near-
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ly 40 percent having contemplated sui-
cide and with 1 in 10 having actually
attempted to take their own lives.
That statistic should break our hearts.
I have signed onto a bill with my col-
leagues, including my mentor and
friend Senator BOOKER, called the
Pride in Mental Health Act.

Before I go on, I would be remiss not
to acknowledge the senior Senator
from New Jersey, Senator CORY BOOK-
ER, who is seated to my left here today.
I am in awe of the relentless fight that
he has undertaken for the voiceless and
marginalized, both back home in his
beloved city of Newark, throughout our
entire State of New Jersey, the Nation,
and beyond.

Senator BOOKER, your work ethic and
compassion inspire me every day. I am
beyond blessed to have you in my cor-
ner. Both CorYy and I are known for
quoting the same line because of the
upbringing that we have had. And we
like to say in our speeches that we
stand on the shoulders of giants. Well,
let me say now, that from the moment
I met CORY in 2012 up to this very mo-
ment standing here on the Senate
floor, I have stood on his.

I am excited to partner with my sen-
ior Senator and others on the Pride In
Mental Health Act, which will enhance
mental health support for the
LGBTQIA youth, both by providing
grants to provide and improve mental
health and substance abuse outcomes,
in addition to mandating the cultural
competency and training for our care-
givers that we know is so needed.

We can point to numerous stressors
which are feeding the crisis. I think all
parents like me know them well. So-
cial media lands at the very top of that
list. Social media has altered not only
the way our young people interact but
the way they see themselves and even
the way their brains develop. Just last
year, the Surgeon General released a
historic and alarming report recog-
nizing the detrimental impacts of so-
cial media on our youth. Like the
warning linking cigarettes to cancer
and mortality, the Surgeon General
issued an unprecedented warning last
year, confirming the serious risks to
our youth from social media.

There has been an unprecedented
shift in how our young people are
spending their time with each other
and alone. Over half of our teenagers
spend at least 4 hours per day on social
media. Frequent users of social media
are likely to experience twice as many
mental health challenges, including
suicide.

The isolation forced upon our youth
in the pandemic and compounded by
social media has further exasperated
stress in their lives and on their fami-
lies. In the daily beat of news stories,
practically every teen sees almost
every minute on their phones: school
shootings, climate change, political di-
vision and animosity, the opioid and
fentanyl epidemic, anti-Arab rhetoric
and anti-Semitism, and on and on. It
has only aided in creating this hope-
lessness feedback loop.
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I have also cosponsored the Youth
Mental Health Data Act, which aims to
establish a Federal task force focused
on improving the data systems needed
to help solve the problem.

It can be easy for some of us to sit
back and say counseling is what our
kids need. And, yes, the resources have
been poured by this body and others
into communities to provide more and
better counseling for our at-risk youth.
However, serious disparities remain.

And even in areas where access has
been enhanced—particularly in those
lower income and immigrant commu-
nities which have received funding to
address these key issues—the utiliza-
tion of these services remains unac-
ceptably low.

To tackle this problem, we must first
fully understand, for example, why at-
risk youth are not availing themselves
of the available services and resources.

I am committed to breaking this neg-
ative cycle. I am committed to pre-
venting our most precious national
asset—our next generation—from fall-
ing further into this downward spiral.

Yet here, amongst all this despair, is
where I see opportunity, and oppor-
tunity means hope. I am hopeful be-
cause I know my colleagues on both
side of the aisle, led by our majority
leader CHUCK SCHUMER, see these op-
portunities too. From my neighbor col-
league representing Pennsylvania, Sen-
ator BoB CASEY, to my friend and staff-
er turned Member from Alabama,
KATIE BRITT, I am inspired by the con-
versations I have had with Members
and others about protecting our chil-
dren. And I am hopeful to continue to
find common ground and that both par-
ties can stand to address the universe
of issues. The youth mental health cri-
sis is not a Democratic or Republican
issue. It is and must be an American
priority.

We need not reinvent the wheel. As
mentioned, there are numerous good
pieces of legislation before the Senate.
I have proudly put my name on cospon-
soring a number of them. We must also
look to the States, the true labora-
tories of our democracy, for policy so-
lutions that have worked to chip away
at this crisis.

During my time serving as chief of
staff to Governor Murphy, he led the
National Governors Association and
committed 1 year of his term to build-
ing a national playbook for tackling
just this, the youth mental health cri-
sis. I should note that his cochair,
whose staff I worked with closely, was
Governor Spencer Cox of Utah. No one
is ever going to confuse the politics of
Governor Spencer Cox and Governor
Murphy. But together, our teams
proved the power of bipartisanship in
taking on seemingly intractable issues.

I will be clear-eyed about one thing.
Even if we are successful getting at
least one measure to the President’s
desk and seeing it become law, it will
not mean the end of our efforts to ad-
dress the youth mental health crisis.
As with many things in this Chamber,
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there will always be more work for us
to do together.

As I conclude my remarks, Madam
President, it is in this spirit—the spirit
of bipartisanship, of partnership, of
collaboration for the greater good—
upon which I wish to land. I had no in-
tention of ever seeking office. I guess,
for me, once a staffer, always a staffer.
However, duty called to continue my
service to the people of New Jersey.

I have had the great privilege of di-
rectly working for two U.S. Senators
and a Governor, all who embody the
true term ‘‘public servant.”” These jobs
afforded me the ability to work along-
side many more elected officials, from
local council and school board mem-
bers all the way up to President of the
United States.

I draw great inspiration from one of
my own esteemed former New Jersey
colleagues, our late Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Sheila Oliver. She was the first
Black woman elected to serve as speak-
er of the New Jersey Assembly and the
first Black woman in our State’s his-
tory to be elected to statewide office.
She was smart; she was funny; and, you
bet, she was Jersey tough.

In her first inauguration, January of
2018, Sheila said, ‘“We make history not
in the moment, but in what we do with
it.”

During my time in this capacity, I
am dedicated to making a lasting im-
pact that will benefit our Nation’s
youth. When I accepted this position, I
told the people of New Jersey that part
of my job, aside from representing
them here on the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate and in the important work we do in
our State offices, was to begin to re-
store their faith in our democracy and
trust in this office. If I can do just
that, even for a little bit in my remain-
ing time, I will have succeeded.

I thank my colleagues who have hon-
ored me and joined me on the floor or
for tuning into my maiden speech. And
I want to dedicate and thank my team
who are here on the floor, in the Gal-
lery, and offices back home, for stand-
ing by my side as we continue to serve
the people of New Jersey.

In regard to my short time here, I
channel the late great Robert F. Ken-
nedy:

Few will have the greatness to bend his-
tory itself, but each of us can work to change
a small portion of events. It is from number-
less diverse acts of courage and belief that
human history is shaped. Each time a man
stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the
lot of others, or strikes out against injustice,
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and
crossing each other from a million different
centers of energy and daring those ripples
build a current which can sweep down the
mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.

I pray that my work here will be re-
membered as a tiny ray of hope. I look
forward to the next few months in
which I will be a Member of this august
body, and I intend to use every mo-
ment to its fullest, working with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.

I hope and pray that I can be helpful
to making a difference to what they do,
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to continue to support their work with
this brief moment here in the Senate.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). The Senator from New Jersey
is recognized.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I want
to take a moment.

We just heard a speech that is spe-
cial, not just because it is a maiden
speech but because of the man who
gave it. GEORGE HELMY is 1 of 2,004
Americans in the history of our coun-
try—hundreds of millions of people—
who has ever been a U.S. Senator.

I will tell you, he is different. He said
it in his biography. He is the first-ever
person of the Coptic faith to be here.
That is a phenomenal accomplishment
in and of itself to the growing diversity
of a body known for its lack of diver-
sity.

But I will say what makes him truly
special is that he has been a man be-
hind the scenes that, for the Governor,
Senators, and others, has made our
State already such a better place. I
have watched him do the work that
others often take credit for, that has
made him in my heart and through the
millions of New Jerseyans he has
touched—has already made him one of
New Jersey’s extraordinary public
servants.

I will note that he—in his time in the
Senate—has staffers, as he pointed out,
and many of them have taken an un-
usual assignment: to leave their jobs
that they had to come take a tem-
porary assignment to serve this coun-
try. For that, they have my tribute.

If I can end by just saying one more
thing that makes him special. He is
throwing himself into this job as if
every single day is precious. I dare say,
there is not a Senator in this body who
is taking each day like he is and trying
to make it as meaningful as possible.
In that sense, Jersey has a Senator
that is incredibly hard-working.

I want to tell you something. This
morning, I woke up and saw a text
message from him at 6 in the morning.
The last time he annoyed me like that,
he was my State director because that
is how hard-working he was then. And
when I woke up then and I got those
early, early morning text messages,
they were often about something that
was vital, something that was impor-
tant.

This morning, that text message
made me angry because here is the
most junior Senator—100th in senior-
ity—writing to me asking my advice on
what to do about something that hap-
pened yesterday, in which 1 of our 100
colleagues in a hearing took on a wit-
ness who happened to be there to talk
about working against hate—the chair-
man will know this—attacked them
with questions that were so painful to
listen to. I went to the tape and heard
a Muslim American being asked if they
support Hamas, being asked if they
support Hezbollah. It was offensive.

And this Arab American, this U.S.
Senator, at 6 in the morning, wanted to
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make sure that this was the first thing
I read to talk to me about that.

GEORGE HELMY is a colleague—equal
vote, equal power—but his being an
Arab American gives this body some-
thing that is needed, that I have seen
in the women that are here, I have seen
in the Latinos, the Asian Americans—
people that have come from unusual
pathways to be in this body to stretch
its diversity and representation. They
bring a different lived experience often
and a deeper empathy and connection.

We are in a moment in America
where we are seeing rising hate, rising
hate crimes, rising racial violence, ris-
ing religious violence. And every single
one of us has an obligation to lose sleep
over it, to struggle with it, to feel the
pain of Americans like that witness in
a Judiciary hearing, to feel the pain
that they feel when they are being ac-
cused or questioned or attacked for
who they are or how they pray.

It may be only 73 days GEORGE
HELMY is serving in the Senate, but
this body needs him. It needs his con-
science. It needs his heart. It needs his
empathy. It needs his love. And I dare
say, he will have a short time here, but
I know the difference he makes here
will endure.

Thank you, Mr. President.

Thank you, GEORGE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

URANIUM WORKERS

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, this
country’s success in the Second World
War and in the Cold War was driven by
our nuclear program. It was made pos-
sible by the Manhattan Project and the
follow-on projects that made our nu-
clear program the envy of the world
and the most powerful part of our mili-
tary arsenal. And do you know what
that was made possible by? It was
made possible by the work and the sac-
rifices of everyday Americans in States
like New Mexico and Arizona and, yes,
my home State of Missouri, where we
processed uranium for the Federal Gov-
ernment.

These workers, these Americans who
risked their lives and who risked their
health in order to help their country
build a program that helped us win
wars—they deserve our thanks, not
mockery. That is why finally, after
decades, the Senate finally, in March
of this year, passed my legislation with
Senator LUJAN by a huge bipartisan
margin—nearly 70 votes—to com-
pensate those good Americans who
gave their health, who gave their en-
ergy, and, yes, in some cases gave their
lives to sustaining our nuclear effort.

Here is what happened in all too
many places. In places like St. Louis,
MO, and St. Charles, MO, when the ura-
nium processing stopped, the govern-
ment didn’t clean up their mess. No,
the government dumped the leftover
uranium into public landfills, dumped
it into public streams, dumped it into
our waterways and into our soil. And
now it is everywhere. Now it is under-
neath homes. Now it is next to our
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schools. Now it is in the water and in
the air in places across the region. Nu-
merous, multiple—at this point, count-
less—members of the State of Missouri,
residents of St. Louis and St. Charles,
have gotten sick, have died. We have
some of the highest rates of cancer in
the Nation in St. Louis, the highest
rates of breast cancer. Why is that? Be-
cause there is so much nuclear radi-
ation in the area that is still not
cleaned up because the government
never cleaned it up.

That is why the Senate acted in
March by that big bipartisan margin to
force a cleanup and to compensate
those Americans who have gotten sick,
those who have lost family members
because of the government’s inability
to clean up their own mess, because of
the government’s nuclear program that
they never properly paid for in terms of
compensation to the Americans who
made it possible.

Now that bill is in the House await-
ing action, and even as we sit here
today, it continues to be attacked by
those who just think that if you want
to be compensated for the damage the
U.S. Government caused to you, you
are somehow greedy and unthankful
and ungrateful and undeserving of any
help or recognition or thanks from this
country.

Nothing could be further from the
truth, but I read today in the Wall
Street Journal yet another attack on
these good Americans—an attack that
appears to have the support of Mem-
bers of Congress, which I find abso-
lutely unbelievable.

I don’t know how anybody, why any-
body would want to attack the victims
of nuclear radiation. And they are not
just victims; they are heroes. They are
the people who made possible our vic-
tories in the Second World War and the
Cold War. But to read the Wall Street
Journal’s op-ed page today, you would
think that if you are a uranium work-
er, a mine worker, that you ought to
just be quiet and go off into the corner
and die. That is what they say. If you
are a uranium worker, then you don’t
deserve any compensation for the fact
that while you were down in the mines
making possible your government’s
victory in war, you were also being ex-
posed to nuclear radiation that made
you sick. To listen to this op-ed tell
the story, you should just be thankful
that you got to live as long as you did,
and if your family has to suffer the
consequences of your illness, of your
cancer, if you have lost loved ones be-
cause of their exposure to nuclear radi-
ation, well, too bad, according to the
Wall Street Journal. Too bad. Just
shut up and take it.

I can’t believe anybody would treat
nuclear radiation victims this way, but
to read this story, you would think
that nobody who lived in a uranium
processing site, like in Missouri, who
worked in a uranium mine, who had
lived downwind of nuclear tests, like in
New Mexico and Arizona and Utah,
that nobody who has been exposed to
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radiation by their own government
should get anything. That is the essen-
tial premise of what the Journal writes
today.

What I find potentially most dis-
turbing is their references to Senators
and Members of Congress who appear
to agree to that. I mean, I just invite
the Members of Congress here, if you
agree with that, if you don’t want to
compensate nuclear radiation victims
from your own State, by all means,
come here to this floor. Come and tell
us. Tell the world. If you don’t support
what the Senate did, if you want to try
to kill it in the House, tell us. Put your
name to it. Don’t hide behind the Wall
Street Journal; come and put your
name to it.

This is a time to stand up and be
counted because, I will tell you what,
the victims of this radiation, our he-
roes—they have waited for decades.
They have borne the cost for decades.
They deserve some justice. They are
coming to Capitol Hill, oh yeah. They
are going to be here. They will be here
next week. They are coming, and they
want to see some progress. They are
coming, and they want to see results.
And I would invite anybody who is op-
posed to them, who is opposed to their
compensation, who is opposed to jus-
tice for them, to come and explain it to
their face. Come to this floor. Come to
this floor.

Now, I know there are some in my
own party who would like to say that
47 percent of the American public are
just freeloaders and don’t deserve any-
thing, and we ought to treat these peo-
ple like them. I disagree with all of
them. It is ludicrous. It is ridiculous.
And I don’t know why any member of a
State that has nuclear radiation vic-
tims would want to try to block the ef-
fort to compensate them. I don’t under-
stand it at all. I don’t get it.

And I will tell you what, we will not
stop fighting, we will not stop working
until every nuclear radiation victim
who has given their life and health for
the support of this Nation is thanked
and compensated. We are almost there.
This body has done it. This body has
done it. I believe there is real progress
in the House. I hope we can act soon.
But it is time now for Members of Con-
gress to stand up and be counted, and it
is time to stand together for justice for
our heroes who have made possible this
country’s success, who have made pos-
sible this country’s victories, and who
have shown us what true devotion to
country looks like.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

September 19, 2024
EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 550.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Michael Sfraga, of Alaska, to be Am-
bassador at Large for Arctic Affairs.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 550, Mi-
chael Sfraga, of Alaska, to be Ambassador at
Large for Arctic Affairs.

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Raphael G. Warnock, Ben Ray Lujan,
Patty Murray, Jack Reed, Richard J.
Durbin, Tammy Baldwin, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Angus S. King, Jr., Michael F. Bennet,
Mark Kelly, Jeanne Shaheen, Tim
Kaine, Chris Van Hollen, Debbie Stabe-
now, Brian Schatz.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

CORPORAL MICHAEL D. ANDERSON
JR. POST OFFICE BUILDING—Mo-
tion to Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 457,
H.R. 1555.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed on Calendar No. 457,
H.R. 1555, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2300 Sylvan Avenue in Modesto, California,
as the ‘“‘Corporal Michael D. Anderson Jr.
Post Office Building’’.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 457, H.R.
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15655, a bill to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2300
Sylvan Avenue in Modesto, California, as the
““‘Corporal Michael D. Anderson Jr. Post Of-
fice Building”’.

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray,
Raphael G. Warnock, Ben Ray Lujan,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Jack Reed, Rich-
ard J. Durbin, Tammy Baldwin, Shel-
don Whitehouse, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Angus S. King, Jr., Michael F. Bennet,

Mark XKelly, Jeanne Shaheen, Tim
Kaine, Chris Van Hollen, Debbie Stabe-
now.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum calls
for the cloture motions filed today,
September 19, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I return the floor to
the Senator from Maryland for his out-
standing, excellent, perspicacious re-
marks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

PROJECT 2025

Mr. CARDIN. First, let me thank my
leader for those kind remarks.

Mr. President, as the Senator from
the State of Maryland, I am so proud
to represent so many Marylanders who
are Federal workers dedicated to help-
ing their fellow citizens with the essen-
tial work that they provide. So I come
to the floor today to speak about the
threat Project 2025 poses to our Federal
workforce and to our Nation.

This is a plan that, if enacted, would
take America back to some of the
darkest chapters in our history, from a
nationwide abortion ban, to elimi-
nating civil rights for millions of
Americans, to gutting the checks and
balances enshrined in our Constitution
by the Founding Fathers and putting
unlimited power in the President’s
hands. This kind of extremism is deep-
ly disturbing.

As the Senator from Maryland and
chair of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, I want to focus on one par-
ticular reason I think these ideas are
so dangerous, and that is the way
Project 2025 targets nonpartisan public
servants in the Federal Government.

In the State of Maryland alone, there
are over 150,000 Federal employees
serving our country and their fellow
Americans. They are dedicated, and
they believe in public service, and they
have always played important roles: re-
patriating stranded Americans who
were stuck overseas when COVID-19
hit; leading negotiations to get the re-
lease of wrongfully detained Americans
in Russia and Venezuela; coordinating
the resettlement of Afghan refugees
who supported our mission for over two
decades; global drug prevention efforts;
hurricane response training; emer-
gency food assistance; counterterror-
ism. In every region of the globe and in
every State of our Nation, public serv-
ants, our civil servants, put principle
over politics in order to serve their fel-
low citizens.

So that is why we need to be clear-
eyed about what Project 2025 will mean

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

not only to our Federal workforce, but
to our national security.

Project 2025 is a blueprint for a gov-
ernment that is so radical and dis-
turbing even Donald Trump himself
doesn’t want to take credit for it. He
said, “I have no idea who is behind
it”’—well, despite the fact that six of
his former Cabinet Secretaries helped
write it.

Let me quote from the president of
the Heritage Foundation, the think
tank organizing the project. This is
what he said about the federal work-
force:

People will lose their jobs.

Talk about an understatement.

Project 2025 envisions Federal em-
ployees who will be politically loyal to
an individual and a cult of personality
rather than loyal to the Constitution
and the letter of the law.

Our Federal workforce are career dip-
lomats, career servants, career people
trying to serve their fellow citizens. We
do not want to politicize our civil
workforce.

As the chair of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, I must tell you,
this is the kind of thing authoritarian
governments do.

Project 2025 will weaken our country
and put it in a place the United States
has not seen before.

Now these ideas aren’t exactly new.
There is a long track record of smear-
ing Federal employees as being part of
the deep state. Back in 2020, the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee produced
a staff report detailing the concerning
efforts the last administration had on
the State Department, on its morale,
and on trying to affect its profes-
sionalism.

A culture of fear and mistrust, va-
cant positions, nominees with extreme
views and concerning records—unfortu-
nately, that seems to be a glimpse of
what could lie ahead with Project 2025.

The President and American Federa-
tion of Government Employees said:

Project 2025 will take away freedoms and
rights from every American, will hurt the
middle class and working families, and is a
threat to our democracy.

They want to gut Federal workers’
pay and benefits; they want to elimi-
nate millions of Federal jobs; they
want to make it easier to discriminate
against people of color, women, and
LGBTQ people. From the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention to Vet-
erans’ Administration to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, they want
to make big changes. They want to dis-
mantle support for public education.
They want to eliminate the entirety of
the Department of Homeland Security.

These are extreme ideas. I believe
these ideas are incredibly dangerous,
and we must do everything we can to
support our public servants. That is
why I applaud the Biden-Harris admin-
istration and the Office of Personnel
Management for issuing a rule in oppo-
sition to the previous administration’s
Schedule F classification.
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I have also cosponsored legislation
with Senator KAINE to codify the same
effort.

As a longtime member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee—now its
chair—I have been working to
strengthen its workforce at the State
Department, USAID, and other inter-
national affairs Agencies.

From making sure our personnel
have the ability to compete globally to
increasing recruitment and retention—
that should be our focus. Let’s make
our civil service more competitive with
the best, most innovative people lead-
ing our national security, diplomacy,
and Federal Agencies—not dismantling
them.

At the time of its implementation
more than a century ago, our merit-
based civil service was an anti-corrup-
tion initiative. President Teddy Roo-
sevelt, who is known as the father of
modern civil service, wrote that its
“importance lies in the fact that it is
the most powerful implement with
which to work for the moral regenera-
tion of our public life. No other force so
strongly tends to increase the political
weight of decent citizens.”

That was the motivation behind the
civil service, and it is more important
today than ever.

So I agree our Federal work employ-
ees are a tremendous force of good for
our community. We don’t acknowledge
them enough on this floor. We don’t do
enough to help them and to support
them and give them the resources they
need. We certainly don’t want to make
it more difficult for people to serve our
country.

That is why we must say no to tar-
geting of American public servants for
doing their jobs. No to loyalty tests.
No to bypassing congressional over-
sight. No to taking our country back-
wards to a time before there were civil
rights and reproductive rights, and no
to weakening our democratic institu-
tions.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PURDUE UNIVERSITY
ENGINEERING

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate 150 years of Purdue
engineering. Purdue engineering pro-
duces more than 5 percent of our engi-
neering students in the country. Engi-
neering alumni from Purdue have dis-
tinguished themselves for 150 years
around the world and even on the
moon. The first and most recent men
to walk on the moon—Neil Armstrong
and Gene Cernan—were both Purdue
engineering alumni.

Purdue engineers have been behind
many other great leaps for mankind.
Some of the greatest wonders of engi-
neering here in the United States are
byproducts of Purdue engineers, such
as the Golden Gate Bridge. Purdue en-
gineering touches every aspect of our
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day-to-do life. Alumni and alumnae
have been behind many innovations
and technologies that are foundational
to our modern life, like transistors—
something as basic as that.

This resolution celebrates 150 years
of Purdue engineering and the signifi-
cant accomplishments Purdue engi-
neering alumni and alumnae have had
on our world.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of S. Res. 830, which is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 830) recognizing the
150th anniversary of Purdue University Engi-
neering.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to; the preamble be agreed to;
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

PURPLE MARTIN CONSERVATION
DAY

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I rise
today on another topic, one that is
dear to me. I have been involved in this
pastime since I was 10 years old. Most
of you may not know where I am going
to go, but it is one of the most unique
birds that the good Lord ever created.
It is called a purple martin. It is a bird,
about 8 ounces or so, that migrates
back and forth from North America to
the Amazon. Does it each year.

I became a landlord for them back
many, many years ago. And it is the
only bird, through adapting, that is
now totally dependent on man-made
housing—you have seen gourds out
there. They are a bird that only lives
in a colony; most song birds are terri-
torial. A really unique bird.

There is actually an association
called the Purple Martin Conservation
Association, where avid supporters sup-
port it across the country.

Due to habitat loss over time, where
their normal habitat would have been
in the wild, many years ago Inuits
lured them into their own communities
because the purple martins only eat
flying insects. Truly an amazing bird
that has been under some pressure re-
cently. And if that heritage isn’t con-
tinued, since they are now dependent
on man-made housing, we could lose
one of the most unique birds that God
ever created.
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Efforts from conservationists across
the country have been mostly behind
making sure that this heritage re-
mains. This is a resolution that cele-
brates the efforts of all of them. It des-
ignated this past August 10 as ‘‘Purple
Martin Conservation Day’’ to recognize
their work and to protect this natural
treasure.

This resolution was endorsed by the
National Audubon Society, North
American Bluebird Society, the Purple
Martin Conservation Association, and
many other naturalists and conserva-
tion groups.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on the Judici-
ary be discharged from further consid-
eration and the Senate now proceed to
the consideration of S. Res. 803.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 803) recognizing the
importance of purple martins to United
States ecosystems, tourism, and history by
designating August 10, 2024, as ‘‘Purple Mar-
tin Conservation Day’’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BRAUN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to; the
preamble be agreed; and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of August 1, 2024,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

Mr. BRAUN. I ask that the scheduled
vote occur immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 700 Rose E.
Jenkins, of the District of Columbia, to be a
Judge of the United States Tax Court for a
term of fifteen years.

Ron Wyden, Alex Padilla, Debbie Stabe-
now, Catherine Cortez Masto, Mark
Kelly, Jack Reed, Tim Kaine, John W.

Hickenlooper, Christopher Murphy,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Richard
Blumenthal, Benjamin L. Cardin,

Christopher A. Coons, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Chris Van Hollen, Tammy
Baldwin, Tina Smith.

September 19, 2024

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Rose E. Jenkins, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Judge of the United
States Tax Court for a term of fifteen
years, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL),
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN),
the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
RoOUNDS), the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT), the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE), and the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS) would have voted ‘“‘yea.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 76,
nays 15, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 248 Leg.]

YEAS—T6
Baldwin Gillibrand Padilla
Barrasso Graham Peters
Bennet Grassley Reed
Blumenthal Hassan Ricketts
Booker Heinrich Risch
Britt Helmy Romney
Brown Hickenlooper Rosen
Budd Hirono
Butler Hoeven ziﬁggs
Cantwell Hyde-Smith Schumer
Capito Johnson Shaheen
Cardin Kaine .
Carper Kelly Slngma
Casey Kennedy Smith
Cassidy King Stabenow
Collins Klobuchar Tester
Coons Lujan Thune
Cornyn Lummis Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Manchin Warner
Cramer Markey Warnock
Crapo McConnell Warren
Daines Merkley Welch
Duckworth Murkowski Whitehouse
Durbin Murphy Wicker
Fetterman Murray Young
Fischer Ossoff

NAYS—15
Boozman Hagerty Paul
Braun Hawley Rubio
Cotton Lankford Scott (FL)
Cruz Lee Scott (SC)
Ernst Mullin Sullivan

NOT VOTING—9

Blackburn Rounds Tuberville
Marshall Schmitt Vance
Moran Tillis Wyden

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 76, the
nays are 15.

The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Connecticut.

HEALTHCARE OWNERSHIP

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President,
when I was growing up, I had a pedia-
trician. His name was Dr. Cartlon. He
was kind. He was reassuring. His advice
and his comfort meant a lot to my par-
ents, who were young parents and in
need of a steady shoulder to lean on
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when their kids were born. I remember
Dr. Cartlon distinctly even though he
retired when I was pretty young, and I
remember that he was a really impor-
tant part of my family’s support sys-
tem. He was an important part of our
community and family identity.

My kids don’t have a pediatrician;
they have many pediatricians. That is
because the big pediatric practice that
we use decided that it was inefficient
and not cost-effective to assign one pe-
diatrician to every family.

Every time we book an appointment,
we go see a different doctor at this
practice. They are all competent. Our
kids are healthy. This very efficient
system—it does mean that we probably
get in to see a doctor faster than when
my parents were trying to find a last-
minute appointment with only a very
busy Dr. Cartlon. It is an efficient sys-
tem, but it is hollow. I don’t know any
of the doctors’ names. We have no rela-
tionship with one pediatrician. It is
clinical. It is not personal. And while
we get good care, I admit it leaves you
feeling a little bit empty, a little bit
alone, as if you are just a number or a
name in an appointment book. Without
a Dr. Cartlon that you can count on,
that experience is a little less assuring.

So I got curious, and I looked up who
owns this very competent, very effi-
cient pediatric practice that we use.
What I learned is that the primary in-
vestor in our children’s pediatric prac-
tice is Goldman Sachs.

A Wall Street investment bank own-
ing your children’s pediatrician would
have sounded silly to Americans a gen-
eration ago, but today, the role of pri-
vate equity and hedge funds and big
banks in healthcare ownership is one of
the most important stories in
healthcare, and by and large, it is bad
news for patients.

Right in front of our eyes, the defin-
ing purpose of our healthcare system is
being transformed. Our hospitals and
our nursing homes, our hospice care,
even our kids’ pediatric practices now
exist often for the primary purpose of
making obscene amounts of money for
investors. It is not about keeping us
healthy; it is about return on invest-
ment. That is what I want to spend a
few minutes talking to my colleagues
about today.

Historically, you could count on your
doctor’s office and your nearest hos-
pital to be locally owned, likely to be
not-for-profit, and trust that the rea-
son they existed was to make sure that
patients got the care they needed. The
people that owned the healthcare insti-
tutions you counted on lived in your
community. They didn’t answer to New
York private equity firms or Los Ange-
les investment companies; they were
accountable to you, to their neighbors.

That really mattered. It made you
feel safe. It reassured you that you or
your loved ones were in good hands—
because ultimately that is the only
thing that matters. When we are at our
most vulnerable—whether that be be-
cause of something joyous, like a preg-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

nancy, or something more worrying,
like a difficult diagnosis—all we want
to know is that the priority at that in-
stitution that we or our loved one is at
is that we are being taken care of, that
the primary motivation of the person
taking care of us is taking care of us,
but increasingly, that is no longer the
case.

Let’s just take for today private eq-
uity firms—companies that buy up
companies, extract as much rent from
them as possible, and then quickly
turn them over to the next highest bid-
der.

Over the past decade, private equity
investors have spent more than $1 tril-
lion acquiring Thospitals, nursing
homes, and physician practices. You
can see here in this chart that private
equity acquired six times as many
medical practices in 2021 compared to
just a decade earlier, in 2012.

The reach today of private equity in
our healthcare system is enormous.
Think everything from specialists, like
OB/GYNs and anesthesiologists, to gen-
eralists, like primary private care pro-
viders and emergency services and ur-
gent care. You might not even know
that the new doctor you are seeing or
the place where you are getting your
blood work done is owned not by any-
body in your community but by a far-
off private equity firm.

To understand why this is so dan-
gerous, you just have to understand
what private equity is all about and
how it makes a very small number of
people a ton of money. The playbook is
pretty simple. Private equity firms in-
vest in companies—largely through
borrowed money—then flip them for a
quick profit to enrich themselves and
their investors. It is called buy, strip,
flip.

Buy: The private equity firm uses a
leveraged buyout normally, meaning
they put up a small amount of their
own money and borrow all the rest, im-
mediately saddling their new purchase
with huge amounts of debt.

Strip: They comb through the bal-
ance sheets to find as many cost-cut-
ting opportunities as possible. They lay
off workers. They stop paying vendors.
They even might sell the land under-
neath the company that they bought,
giving themselves a big one-time pay-
out, leaving the company to pay rent
on the space that they used to own.

And then flip: They find a new buyer
or they get bailed out by somebody—
sometimes even government—and walk
away richer than before and com-
pletely insulated from any legal or
moral fallout from the consequences of
their actions.

Short-term profit is the priority, and
in the healthcare system, that comes
with real risk and downside because at
the moment you are most vulnerable,
you want to make sure that the pri-
ority is taking care of you.

Let me tell you a story to give you a
little example about how this works.
Prospect Medical Holdings is a safety-
net hospital operator, which means
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they provide healthcare to people who
are on Medicaid, people who don’t have
insurance. Prospect was acquired by a
private equity firm in 2010 and cur-
rently owns 16 hospitals in this country
in Pennsylvania, California, Rhode Is-
land, and Connecticut.

Before we get into the details, let’s
talk about how a private equity firm
buys a hospital. They raise capital
from investors, but a huge portion of
the money they raise, as I mentioned
before, is borrowed. So from the start,
the hospital that they are buying is
millions of dollars in debt, additional
debt, and is immediately responsible
for generating revenue to pay that
debt—debt that the hospital didn’t ac-
quire, debt that is on the hospital be-
cause the ownership company borrowed
the money in order to buy the hospital.
Sometimes that means taking a bad fi-
nancial situation and ultimately re-
placing it with an even worse one.

So in 2016, this company, Prospect,
bought three hospitals in my State—
Rockville General, Manchester Memo-
rial, and Waterbury Hospital—for a
total of $150 million. Combined, these
hospitals serve about 600,000 patients.
They employ about 4,000 people.

For most of the people who live in
this area, these hospitals are their best
and sometimes their only option. Ac-
cess to emergency rooms, especially if
you live in one of the more rural parts
of the State, can be a matter of life and
death. Many of the patients are on
Medicare and Medicaid, and they might
not have access to transportation that
would allow them to get to a hospital
farther away.

I should note that 80 percent of Pros-
pect’s revenues come from Medicare
and Medicaid reimbursement, meaning
this company and the hospitals it owns
are largely funded by us, by taxpayers.

These hospitals in Connecticut, I will
admit, weren’t in great financial shape
when they were bought. But they were
hopeful that these new owners—these
new owners with lots of money at their
disposal—would bring an infusion of in-
vestment—that is what was promised—
and would help right the ship.

Two years after their purchase, the
hospitals in Rockville, Manchester, and
Waterbury hadn’t seen much of any im-
provement or investment. In fact, they
were beginning to fall into greater dis-
repair. As the three of them entered
some pretty dire financial straits,
Prospect didn’t make further invest-
ments. They took out a $1.1 billion
mortgage and made these hospitals the
collateral. Surely, they put some of
that money—they used the hospitals as
collateral. They raised $1.1 billion.
Surely, they put that money back into
the hospitals to pay for the repairs and
improve their financial situations.

You know the story. They didn’t do
that. In fact, half of that loan—they
used the hospitals for collateral. Half
of that loan went to dividends to inves-
tors and executives across the country
in California, where Prospect was lo-
cated. And $90 million went straight to
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one person, the CEO. Let me guarantee
you, $90 million would have made a
huge difference at Waterbury Hospital.
It would have saved lives. But Water-
bury Hospital was used as collateral so
that Sam Lee, the CEO, could make $90
million. Next to nothing went toward a
single one of the 16 hospitals that Pros-
pect owns across the country. Prospect
owes the State of Connecticut $67 mil-
lion in unpaid taxes. They owe the low-
income city of Waterbury, which strug-
gles to pay its elementary school
teachers, $10.5 million. None of that
money went to pay the taxes they owe
Connecticut and the city of Waterbury.

Prospect’s CEO made $90 million
while his company refused to pay
taxes. But maybe, you ask, the CEO
really needed the money. Well, he
didn’t. It is just greed. This guy, Sam
Lee, I don’t know him, but he owns not
one but two luxury homes in Los Ange-
les. They are worth more than $15 mil-
lion combined. Each of them has its
own pool. One even has its own private
basketball court. They are 11 minutes
from each other. Sam Lee pillaged
three Medicaid hospitals in Con-
necticut so he could have two mansions
11 minutes apart.

But here is the real problem. Sam
Lee isn’t the exception; he is the rule.

We just finished up a set of hearings
in meetings on Steward Health Care,
which used the same playbook as Pros-
pect to run their hospitals into the
ground while their out-of-State CEO
also cashed out. The hospitals Steward
bought in Louisiana and Massachusetts
were gutted.

A nurse testified before our com-
mittee this month that they put dead
babies in cardboard boxes because they
wouldn’t pay for the kind of temporary
coffin that would normally be used for
a dead child. The nurses would leave
during the day to go to local stores to
buy basic supplies on their own dime
because they didn’t have them in the
hospital.

The elevators in these Steward
Health Care hospitals stopped working.
Why? Well, in this case, it is so that
CEO, Ralph de la Torre, who ignored a
congressional subpoena to appear be-
fore the HELP Committee this month,
could buy a $40 million, 190-foot yacht
with six bedrooms that costs $4 million
a year just to keep in the water—dead
babies in cardboard boxes so that a
CEO could burn $80,000 a week on a
crew and shrimp cocktails and cham-
pagne for his private yacht. That is ob-
scene. That is revolting. But that is
our choice. That is the healthcare sys-
tem that our laws currently allow to
exist.

What is happening at Prospect and
Steward is happening all over the coun-
try. I am not saying that every private
equity firm is as rapacious as those
that I am talking about today. And pri-
vate equity firms will tell you these
hospitals and nursing homes were inef-
ficient before they bought them, and
they will claim that the private equity
ownership increased efficiency and
quality.
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But here is maybe the most impor-
tant thing to tell you. It is just not
true. Yes, as I explained with regard to
my own pediatric practice, efficiency—
profit-maximizing efficiency—is often
not good for the well-being or the peace
of mind of patients. My kid’s pediatric
practice is efficient, but it doesn’t de-
liver the same Kkind of satisfaction and
peace of mind as it does when you have
a reliable pediatrician.

But, more importantly, there is actu-
ally no evidence that private equity
ownership increases quality or reduces
costs. As I am going to tell you, the
evidence suggests exactly the opposite
is true.

A recent study from Harvard Medical
School asked the simple question: Are
patients at hospitals acquired by pri-
vate equity receiving worse care than
patients at hospitals not owned by pri-
vate equity? Researchers analyzed in-
surance data from almost 5 million
Medicare hospitalizations for 10 years,
and the findings were stunning, though
not surprising.

After a hospital was acquired by a
private equity firm, there was a 25-per-
cent increase in complications for pa-
tients. Patients experienced 27 percent
more falls, 38 percent more blood-
stream infections. The rate of surgical
site infections was double that of hos-
pitals not owned by private equity.
Those are stunning numbers. This is
not patient care being 5 percent worse,
10 percent worse. You are talking
about infection rates after surgeries
having doubled, just because a private
equity firm owns it, rather than the
hospital being in the hands of the local
community.

Why? When private equity takes
over, it is mostly not about the pa-
tient. It is about the profit. How do you
maximize profit really quickly? You
have to do it really quickly because
you have to start paying back those
loans you took out to buy the hospital.
You have to start getting ready to flip
the asset. You have to make the rich
CEOs even richer.

What do you do? You fire employees
to cut costs. You force the remaining
doctors and nurses to just see more pa-
tients for less time. You cut corners on
supplies and equipment. You discharge
patients much more quickly if that
makes you more money.

OK, that is quality. But what about
cost? It turns out that private equity
ownership is driving up costs for pre-
mium payers and taxpayers. One study
looked at what happens when a private
equity firm engages in a rollup strat-
egy, otherwise known as buying up a
lot of small doctor groups in the same
market. That study found that in 8 out
of 10 specialities they looked at, from
oncology to primary care, the price of
care went up after these private equity
rollups by as much as 16 percent.

So when private equity buys up a
healthcare practice, quality goes down,
satisfaction goes down, cost to con-
sumers and the government goes up.

It begs a larger question: How has
capitalism gone so far off the rails?
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How have the rules of our economy be-
come so unmoored from the common
good and any conception of morality?
No one in this country would endorse
the healthcare system in which nurses
at a hospital are forced to go to the
local CVS because the emergency room
ran out of Pedialyte, just so the hos-
pital owner could pay for the expensive
upkeep of a luxury boat. Nobody in this
country thinks it is OK for a hospital
CEO to refuse to pay taxes so he can
easily make his mortgage payments on
his two luxury homes 11 minutes away
from each other.

These private equity CEOs, who are
hurting people in order to fund their
lavish lifestyles, most of them don’t
think they are doing anything wrong.
They think they are just playing by
the rules. And to an extent, they are
right, because our government, our cul-
ture, and our society have deemed it
OK for people to make a fortune even
when it comes at the expense of hurt-
ing other people.

Listen, there are parts of the econ-
omy where maximizing profit aligns
with maximizing quality, but
healthcare is not one of them. People
are dying in these hospitals and nurs-
ing homes so that the executives can
get rich. That is not right, and we
don’t have to accept it.

We can build a free-market economy
that has guardrails to protect against
the worst kind of immoral greed and
excess. I don’t begrudge anybody mak-
ing money, but if you are making
money off the most sacred parts of our
economy, like our Medicaid hospitals,
and you are making money basically
by funneling taxpayer dollars to your
own pocketbook, there has to be a
limit.

And, today, I am just outlining the
problem. But make no mistake, there
are solutions. Congress and the Presi-
dent do not have to accept this trend of
private equity ownership in our
healthcare system and the abuse that
it allows.

For instance, the Biden administra-
tion and the FTC, through Chair Lina
Khan, are taking these risks seriously.
They are filing anti-trust suits against
private equity-backed healthcare mo-
nopolies.

In the Senate, the HELP Committee,
as I mentioned, just finished a hearing
on the abuses of that one company,
Steward Health Care, and we heard
outrage from both Republicans and
Democrats on the committee. When
that CEO refused to testify—ignored
the subpoena—Republicans and Demo-
crats voted to sanction him for that il-
legal action. Congress can take a stand
and limit or restrict private equity or
investor ownership of healthcare insti-
tutions that receive a bulk of their rev-
enue from Federal programs like Medi-
care or Medicaid.

Let’s be clear. This is not the only
problem in the American healthcare
system. We have a lot of work to do to
increase quality and reduce costs. But
this new phenomenon—the
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financialization of healthcare and the
rapidly increasing ownership of
healthcare intuitions by private eq-
uity—has happened virtually over-
night, with little public discussion, and
it has made all of the failures that al-
ready existed in our healthcare system
100 times worse. It has been a boon to
the private yacht industry, but it has
been largely miserable for patients.

It might feel like this train has left
the station, but it has not. It is not too
late to turn it around. Congress can
and should act.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The President pro tempore.

ABORTION

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about a new resolution
that I introduced which reaffirms the
basic principle that when you go to the
ER, they should be allowed to treat
you.

When your life is in danger, doctors
should be able to do their job. And
when you need emergency care, includ-
ing an abortion, no politician should
stop you from getting it. This is so
simple.

And yet, when President Biden and
Vice President HARRIS tried to make
that clear, Republicans worked to stop
them, opposing the basic notion that,
yves, ER doctors might have to provide
emergency abortion care to save a
woman’s life.

Make no mistake, we are talking
about women whose water breaks dan-
gerously early or who are experiencing
uncontrollable hemorrhage or sepsis or
preeclampsia.

These are patients we are saying doc-
tors should treat under the basic right
to emergency care. These are the
women Republicans don’t think de-
serve access to emergency care.

I don’t know where on the long path
of anti-abortion extremism that saving
lives became a bridge too far for so
many Republicans, but that is where
we are. It is not just an extreme posi-
tion, it is a very dangerous one, and it
is a deadly one.

There are so many tragic stories
about how Republican abortion bans
are hurting women. Those stories in-
clude women who have been unable to
get an abortion after a pregnancy be-
came bad for their health, unable to
get one after the situation had become
a medical emergency, unable to get one
until  the only option was a
hysterectomy that totally ends their
dream of having a child one day, and in
some heartbreaking cases, women have
been unable to get an abortion until it
is too late. They have died. They have
died because Republican bans denied
and delayed the care they needed.

Just this week, we heard the stories
of two Black mothers who lost their
lives in Georgia due to the State’s dra-
conian abortion ban. According to a re-
port from ProPublica, in 2022, after
Georgia’s 6-week abortion ban went
into effect, a pregnant woman went
into the ER. She was a single mom.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

She had a serious infection and needed
a D&C. That is a routine procedure and
the standard of care for her condition.

Her case was not a mystery, but even
if it was clear that a D&C would save
her life, it was not clear her doctors
could provide that without facing legal
danger under their State’s abortion
law. Her condition worsened. Her blood
pressure dropped. Her organs started
failing. And by the time she got the
procedure, 19 hours after she arrived at
the ER, it was too late, and tragically
she died.

The State’s medical review com-
mittee concluded there is a good
chance she would have survived if the
procedure had happened sooner. Her
name was Amber Thurman.

Another Black woman in Georgia
died without ever seeking medical
care. She was too afraid to see a doctor
given ‘‘the current legislation on preg-
nancies and abortions.”

The State’s medical review com-
mittee also found her death to be pre-
ventable, a heartbreaking outcome for
the three children she left behind. Her
name was Candi Miller.

How can that be the status quo in our
country in the 2lst century? How is
anyone OK with this? How does anyone
think that these extreme abortion bans
are a good idea? How does anyone op-
pose clarifying women have a right to
emergency care? Don’t we want our
hospitals to save lives?

How can anyone look at this wreck-
age? How can you hear the stories from
doctors who are wracked with guilt for
decisions Republican politicians made
for them? How can you hear the stories
from these women who have bled and
suffered and died? How can anyone
hear the chilling accounts of women
who have died and just shrug it off and
say, “Well, I am sure this will blow
over” or ‘It wasn’t so bad’’?

And yet we have Republicans, by and
large, just trying to ignore this and
trying to get everyone to whistle past
the graveyard that they spent decades
digging.

As if a woman would ever in her life
forget the time her doctor said: Yes,
you are in danger; yes, we know how to
treat you; but, no, I can’t do it—politi-
cians won’t let them.

As if a mother would ever forget los-
ing her daughter because she was de-
nied care; as if a husband would ever
forget losing his wife; as if a kid grow-
ing up without a mother because she
was denied emergency abortion care
will ever, ever for a single day of their
life forget this.

We have Republican-led States hear-
ing from providers about how com-
pletely unworkable and dangerous
these bans are and not really lifting a
finger to meaningfully address this
problem. We have States where people
are trying to put it to the voters, try-
ing to let the people have their say on
these bans, and Republicans have been
fighting those tooth and nail, tooth
and nail, to block them—just to let
people have their say.
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And we have Donald Trump still,
after all this has happened, saying ev-
eryone wanted Roe overturned. That is
what he said. Everyone wanted Roe
overturned? Whom is he listening to?
He is saying it is great States can
cause this chaos; it is great politicians
can effectively lock patients out of an
emergency care room.

Make no mistake, this is the post-
Roe world Republicans spent decades
fighting for. This is the policy outcome
that Trump and Republicans moved
Heaven and Earth to achieve, and they
make that clearer and clearer every
time they not only refuse to lift a fin-
ger to stop it, but Republicans even
filed a brief telling the Supreme Court,
essentially: No, we don’t think doctors
should be required to provide abortion
care when a patient’s life is at stake—
when a patient’s life is at stake.

If Republicans thought even in the
slightest that this is a problem, they
could start by cosponsoring our resolu-
tion saying it is a problem. This should
not be a hard step. Let’s see who takes
me up on that offer. I am waiting to
see.

When I think about the carnage that
Republican abortion bans have caused,
I truly cannot put my outrage into
words, but I can be here, and I can
share the horror stories I am hearing
on the Senate floor and give voice to
those patients and providers who are
living this nightmare firsthand: dying
women being turned away from an
emergency room, being left to bleed
out, left to get sicker, left to miscarry
on their own. The Ilucky ones—the
lucky ones—get airlifted to a State
like mine where abortion is legal and
protected.

By July of this year, one hospital in
Idaho, next to my State, had already
airlifted six pregnant women out of the
State for emergency abortion care. The
unlucky ones died.

We can’t look away from this hard
reality: here in America, in the 2lst
century, pregnant women dying not be-
cause doctors don’t know how to save
them but because doctors don’t know if
Republicans will let them.

As the Presiding Officer well knows,
we have a maternal mortality crisis in
this country, and these bans are mak-
ing it worse. We are moving in the
wrong direction. And to Republicans
who have the gall to talk about excep-
tions for the life of the mother, while
arguing against abortion care as emer-
gency care, even when it is lifesaving,
what do you think emergency care is
for? What do you think emergency care
is for?

And let’s be clear, providing emer-
gency stabilizing care is the bare min-
imum to keep a patient alive. These
women may have undergone tremen-
dous trauma and suffering up until
they meet the threshold for emergency
stabilizing care. It should never have
to get to that point.

Women should not have to lose organ
function before they can get medical
care. They shouldn’t have to bleed out
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in a parking lot. They shouldn’t have
to be left to miscarry on their own.

Their husband shouldn’t have to find
them, when he comes home, bleeding
and unconscious and call 9-1-1 in a
panic. This is what is happening, and I
know the Presiding Officer feels the
same; we are not going to stand for
this. This will not become a new ac-
cepted normal, period.

Democrats are going to continue to
be here to tell these women’s stories.
We are going to continue pressing to
fully restore reproductive freedoms for
every woman in America, and we are
going to continue to be putting a
white-hot spotlight on the devastating,
deadly fallout of Republicans’ extreme
anti-abortion policies of Donald Trump
abortion bans and on the cruel callous-
ness Trump has offered in response—
never missing an opportunity to gloat
about overturning Roe v. Wade.

Women and families are listening to
him gloat. They are not going to for-
get, and I know we won’t.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
President pro tempore.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO JAMES L. PALMER

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have
served on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee for more than 20 years, includ-
ing the most recent 3-and-a-half years
as chair. I have come to know many of
the dedicated professionals across our
Nation who have devoted their careers
to the law, the Constitution, and equal
justice. Next month, one of those dedi-
cated professionals, Jim Palmer, of
Quincy, IL, will be celebrating his 50th
year as a litigator.

A Quincy native, Jim is Illinois edu-
cated through and through—having
earned his undergraduate degree from
Quincy University and his law degree
from the University of Illinois College
of Law. After graduating from law
school, he served as a law clerk for the
Fourth District Appellate Court in
Springfield. And following that, Jim
worked as an associate and then made
his way to partner at a law firm, spend-
ing the rest of his career with his name
on the door of that practice. His experi-
ence has spanned a wide range of legal
issues, from estate planning to insur-
ance defense to complex litigation. For
much of his career, he has also con-
centrated on issues involving questions
interpreting Federal statutes and the
U.S. Constitution.
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Throughout his life, Jim’s commit-
ment to the law also inspired him to
give back to his community, Illinois,
and the country. For nearly three dec-
ades, Jim served as a member of the
Attorney Registration & Disciplinary
Commission of the Illinois Supreme
Court. And in Adams County, IL, he
tried criminal cases—serving as a part-
time public defender representing indi-
gent defendants and later as a part-
time assistant State’s attorney. In all
of these endeavors, Jim used his knowl-
edge of the law to help advance that
ever-important goal of equal justice.

But if you don’t take my word about
how excellent of an attorney Jim is,
his awards and recognition speak for
themselves. He is a graduate of the Na-
tional Institute for Trial Advocacy, a
recipient of the Liberty Bell Award
from the Illinois State Bar Associa-
tion, and a member of the Leading
Lawyer Network, where he has been
recognized as an outstanding defense
counsel and general civil litigator in
the State.

But more than just practicing law,
Jim has taken it upon himself to teach
the law. Since 1979, Jim has taught
classes including criminal law, crimi-
nal procedure, and constitutional law
at Quincy University, helping to mold
the next generation of lawyers, judges,
and legal scholars. He also lectures on
a regular basis for the Pursuit of
Learning in Society—POLIS—a pro-
gram sponsored by Quincy University
that allows retired adults to continue
the lifelong journey of learning.

Jim, congratulations on 50 years of
legal practice. Illinois’ legal profession
is stronger with you in it. I am lucky
to call you a friend. To your wife Ann;
your children Mark, Jennifer, and
Christopher; and your grandchildren
Luke, Eli, Dylan, and William Michael,
you should be incredibly proud of Jim.
I hope you all take time to be outside,
travel, and maybe even pet some New-
foundland dogs in celebration of this
momentous milestone.

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
submit to the Senate a letter from the
Congressional Budget Office, dated
today, that tallies the effect of enacted
legislation on the fiscal year 2025 budg-
et. There hasn’t been any.

The Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023
included provisions that acted as a
budget for fiscal years 2024 and 2025. On
May 14, 2024, I filed the budgetary lev-
els used for the fiscal year 2025 budget;
since then, no legislation has cleared
Congress that changes revenue or man-
datory spending by more than $500,000
over 10 years. The effects round to zero.

I ask unanimous consent that CBO’s
letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

September 19, 2024

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
U.S. CONGRESS,
Washington, DC, September 19, 2024.
Hon. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE,
Chairman, Committee on the Budget,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter reports on
the effects of Congressional action on the fis-
cal year 2025 budget and is current through
September 16, 2024. It is submitted under sec-
tion 308(b) and in aid of section 311 of the
Congressional Budget Act, as amended.

Since May 14, 2024, when the Chairman of
the Senate Committee on the Budget printed
allocations, aggregates, and other budgetary
levels in the Congressional Record (pursuant
to section 122 of the Fiscal Responsibility
Act of 2023, Public Law 118-5), the Congress
has cleared no new legislation with signifi-
cant effects on budget authority, outlays, or
revenues in 2025.

This is the first current level letter for
2025.

Sincerely,
PHILLIP L. SWAGEL.

————
TRIBUTE TO ROBERT SUNSHINE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
along with the distinguished ranking
member of the Budget Committee, Sen-
ator GRASSLEY, we congratulate Robert
Sunshine on his retirement after 48
years of service to the Congressional
Budget Office, Congress, and our coun-
try.

We would like to take a few minutes
to honor this truly exceptional public
servant and the legacy he leaves be-
hind. Throughout his distinguished ca-
reer, Bob has served as a mentor to
countless members of the CBO staff—
and to many a CBO Director—and he
has remained steadfast in his commit-
ment to CBO’s mandate to be objective,
impartial, and nonpartisan.

Bob joined CBO in 1976, when the
Agency was in its infancy, and his first
job was as principal analyst covering
transportation issues. In 1995, Bob be-
came the Budget Analysis Division’s
Deputy Assistant Director, and in 1999,
he was named CBO’s Assistant Director
of Budget Analysis. He oversaw much
of the Agency’s work, including the
preparation of cost estimates for legis-
lation being considered by Congress
and the preparation of the multiyear
budget and economic projections that
are the foundation of the congressional
budget process.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, Bob
served as Acting Director of CBO from
November 25, 2008, to January 22, 2009,
before becoming senior adviser to the
Director and unofficial quality control
officer for CBO’s written products.

Douglas Holtz-Eakin, CBO’s Director
from 2003 to 2005, described Bob as ‘‘the
living heart of CBO.” Peter Orszag,
CBO’s Director from 2007 to 2008 said,
“It is no exaggeration to say that CBO
is what it is today—rigorous, inde-
pendent, and widely respected—in no
small part because of Bob Sunshine.
For nearly half a century, he has
worked in service of facts, good anal-
ysis, and sound policymaking.”

Bob is highly regarded on both sides
of the aisle for his deep knowledge of
the budget process and commitment to
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CBO’s role in that process. But as his
colleagues have said, it is his personal
ethic—his optimism and thoughtful
consideration for his friends and col-
leagues—that truly defines him.

We thank Bob for his decades of serv-
ice and wish him the best in the years
to come.

——————

CONGRATULATING IDAHO
OLYMPIANS AND PARALYMPIANS

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, along
with my colleagues Senator JIM RISCH
and Representatives MIKE SIMPSON and
RUss FULCHER, I congratulate Idaho
athletes who competed in the Olympic
and Paralympic Games Paris 2024. This
includes Annie Carey, Chari Hawkins,
Marisa Howard, Matteo Jorgenson,
Alyssa Mendoza, and Kate Shoemaker,
who we commend for their extraor-
dinary perseverance that resulted in
them competing on this world stage.

Catherine ‘‘Annie’” Carey, of Boise,
ID, competed in track and field events
in the Paralympic Games Paris 2024,
where she earned sixth-place finishes in
both the 200-meter dash and long jump.
Her career highlights leading to her
debut participation in the Olympics in-
clude her earning bronze medals in the
100-meter dash, 200-meter dash, and
long jump at the ParaPan American
Games Santiago 2023. She also com-
peted in the ParaPan American Games
Lima 2019.

First-time Olympian Chari Hawkins,
of Rexburg, ID, competed in track and
field for the U.S. team and earned 21st
place in the women’s heptathlon. Chari
earned eighth in the heptathlon at the
2023 World Championships, an event in
which she also competed in 2019. She
also competed in the indoor pentathlon
at the 2022 World Championships, and
some of her career highlights include
2022 U.S. National Pentathlon Cham-
pion at the USA Track & Field
(USATF) Indoor Championships;
USATF Athlete of the Week in 2022
after winning the pentathlon; and the
bronze medal at the 2019 USATF Out-
door Championships.

Marisa Howard, a Boise State Univer-
sity graduate who joined the Boise
State track and field and cross-country
staff as an assistant coach, competed
for the first time in track and field in
the Olympic Games Paris 2024. In the
Paris Olympics, she placed 24th in the
3,000-meter steeplechase. Prior to com-
peting in the Olympics, Marisa Howard
placed fourth in the 3,000-meter stee-
plechase at the 2023 Pan American
Games, and she was a silver medalist in
the 3,000-meter steeplechase at the 2019
Pan American Games.

Matteo Jorgenson, a first-time Olym-
pian and graduate of Boise High
School, represented the U.S. in cycling
in the Paris Olympics, where he earned
ninth place in the road race. Matteo’s
Olympics participation follows his dis-
tinction in a number of international
cycling competitions. This includes his
first-place finishes in Paris-Nice and
Dwars door Vlaanderen in 2024. He also
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placed second overall in the Criterium
du Dauphine and eighth overall in the
Tour de France also in 2024, following a
first-place overall finish in the Tour of
Oman and second place overall finish
in the Tour de Romandie, both in 2023.

Alyssa, Mendoza, of Caldwell, ID,
placed ninth in featherweight boxing at
the 2024 Paris Olympic Games. Her
debut Olympics competition followed
her earning a number of medals at U.S.
and international competitions that in-
clude earning medals at three inter-
national competitions last year: bronze
at the 2023 Gee Bee International Tour-
nament; silver at the 2023 Czech Repub-
lic Grand Prix; and bronze at the 2023
Strandja International Tournament.
She also earned gold medals at the 2022
USA Boxing Elite National Champion-
ships, 2022 USA Boxing Summer Fes-
tival, and the 2022 National Golden
Gloves. USA Boxing notes Alyssa Men-
doza is the first qualified Olympic
boxer from Idaho.

Kate Shoemaker, of Eagle, ID, is a
two-time Paralympian and two-time
Paralympic medalist. She earned a
bronze in the individual freestyle at
the Paralympic Games Paris 2024,
where she also earned fifth in the indi-
vidual championship test. Kate helped
her U.S. equestrian team earn a bronze
medal at the Paralympic Games Tokyo
2020 where she also earned a fourth-
place finish in the individual freestyle
and a seventh-place finish in the indi-
vidual championship test.

Idaho Olympians and Paralympians
show us all what is possible as they
turn their hard work into achieve-
ments by facing challenges with perse-
verance. Thank you, Olympians and
Paralympians, for representing our
great State and country so well in this
extraordinary arena. We thank you for
your outstanding examples as we com-
mend you for your remarkable hard
work and commitment.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO PAT JOHNSON

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
to honor the achievements of Pat
Johnson of Pocahontas, AR.

As a lifelong resident of Randolph
County, Pat has made it her mission to
preserve local Black history.

There is no better example than her
vision and leadership in creating the
Eddie Mae Herron Center, a space that
allows residents to connect with the
past and learn about the contributions
of African-Americans to our Nation’s
fabric.

Located in a former Black church
and segregated one-room schoolhouse,
the center is named after Eddie Mae
Herron, Pat’s teacher when she was a
student at the school. That is a testa-
ment to the impact of a single educator
on the lives of so many young Arkan-
sans, helping inspire lifelong learning
and appreciation for African-American
culture.
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What stands out to me is Pat’s deter-
mination and dedication in her pursuit
to expose more and more in her com-
munity to its history—because embrac-
ing the past gives future generations a
better understanding about the experi-
ences and influences of their ancestors.
Through artifacts, exhibits and pic-
tures, Pat Johnson is uplifting the sto-
ries of the men and women whose leg-
acies still shape life there today, as
well as impact our country.

For more than two decades, she has
devoted her life to educating her fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors about the
path of nearly 200 years of African-
American history and culture in north-
east Arkansas, and she isn’t letting her
foot off the gas. I appreciate her tire-
less work to curate these stories, tradi-
tions, and heritage that might other-
wise be lost to history.

She is most deserving of the Bess
Lomax Hawes National Heritage Fel-
lowship for her years of active engage-
ment and leadership.

I am confident she will continue to
play a critical role in preserving the
past to educate the future.

I proudly celebrate her contributions
to her community, the State of Arkan-
sas, and our country as we congratu-
late her on this tremendous honor.e

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:51 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1513. An act to direct the Federal
Communications Commission to establish a
task force to be known as the “‘6G Task
Force”’, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5179. An act to require the mainte-
nance of the country of origin markings for
imported goods produced in the West Bank
or Gaza, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5339. An act to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to
specify requirements concerning the consid-
eration of pecuniary and nonpecuniary fac-
tors, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7213. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to enhance and reauthor-
ize activities and programs relating to au-
tism spectrum disorder, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 7909. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide that
aliens who have been convicted of or who
have committed sex offenses or domestic vio-
lence are inadmissible and deportable.

H.R. 9076. An act to reauthorize child wel-
fare programs under part B of title IV of the
Social Security Act and strengthen the
State and tribal child support enforcement
program under part D of such title, and for
other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following bill,
with an amendment in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

S. 1146. An act to amend part E of title IV
of the Social Security Act to require the
Secretary of Health and Human Services to
identify obstacles to identifying and re-
sponding to reports of children missing from
foster care and other vulnerable foster
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youth, to provide technical assistance relat-
ing to the removal of such obstacles, and for
other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1513. An act to direct the Federal
Communications Commission to establish a
task force to be known as the “‘6G Task
Force”, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

H.R. 5179. An act to require the mainte-
nance of the country of origin markings for
imported goods produced in the West Bank
or Gaza, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

H.R. 5339. An act to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to
specify requirements concerning the consid-
eration of pecuniary and non-pecuniary fac-
tors, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 7909. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide that
aliens who have been convicted of or who
have committed sex offenses or domestic vio-
lence are inadmissible and deportable; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 9076. An act to reauthorize child wel-
fare programs under part B of title IV of the
Social Security Act and strengthen the
State and tribal child support enforcement
program under part D of such title, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

————

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following bill was discharged
from the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs, and
referred as indicated:

H.R. 4693. An act to provide that the Fed-
eral Reports Elimination and Sunset Act of
1995 does not apply to certain reports re-
quired to be submitted by the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority, and for other purposes.; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 4716. A bill to amend section 7504 of title
31, United States Code, to improve the single
audit requirements (Rept. No. 118-226).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. DURBIN for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Byron B. Conway, of Wisconsin, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Wisconsin.

Jonathan E. Hawley, of Illinois, to be
United States District Judge for the Central
District of Illinois.

April M. Perry, of Illinois, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois.
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Gail A. Weilheimer, of Pennsylvania, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania.

Joseph R. Adams, of West Virginia, to be
United States Marshal for the Northern Dis-
trict of West Virginia for the term of four
years.

David L. Lemmon II, of West Virginia, to
be United States Marshal for the Southern
District of West Virginia for the term of four
years.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BUDD (for himself and Mr.
MARKEY):

S. 5103. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to develop a
strategic plan for the Human Foods Program
of the Food and Drug Administration and
the food functions of the Office of Inspec-
tions and Investigations, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 5104. A bill to amend the Federal Crop
Insurance Act to reduce Federal spending on
crop insurance, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. HAWLEY (for himself and Ms.
SINEMA):

S. 5105. A bill to require a report by the
Secretary of Homeland Security regarding
the failed assassination attempt on the life
of Donald J. Trump in Butler, Pennsylvania,
on July 13, 2024; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Mr. SANDERS):

S. 5106. A bill to amend the Federal Meat
Inspection Act to exempt certain owners of
livestock from inspection requirements, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 5107. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a carbon fee to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. KAINE, Mr. WELCH, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. WARREN, Mr. BOOKER, and
Mr. SANDERS):

S. 5108. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide relief for bor-
rowers of Federal Direct PLUS loans made
on behalf of students; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. 5109. A bill to amend section 3520A of
title 44, United States Code, to extend the
Chief Data Officer Council’s sunset and add
new authorities for improving Federal agen-
cy data governance, including to enable reli-
able and secure adoption of emerging tech-
nologies and artificial intelligence, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. RUBIO:

S. 5110. A bill to clarify the country of ori-
gin of certain articles imported into the
United States for purposes of certain trade
enforcement actions; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 5111. A bill to amend the Fair Housing

Act to repeal the Thurmond amendment; to
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the Committee on Banking, Housing,
Urban Affairs.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Mr. CORNYN):

S. 5112. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide payment for
crisis stabilization services under the pro-
spective payment system for hospital out-
patient department services; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself, Mr.
KiNG, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. HOEVEN,
and Mr. RISCH):

S. 5113. A bill to delay the application of a
certain rule for members of the Armed
Forces and diplomats stationed in a foreign
country and for individuals with service ani-
mals, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 5114. A bill to amend the Marsh-Billings-
Rockefeller National Historical Park Estab-
lishment Act to expand the boundary of the
Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Histor-
ical Park in the State of Vermont, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 5115. A bill to support Tribal co-steward-
ship, restore and protect bison, grizzly bear,
and wolf populations, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. 5116. A bill to support Russia’s demo-
cratic forces in exile and to codify sanctions
imposed under certain Executive orders re-
lating to the Russian Federation; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. RUBIO:

S. 5117. A bill to call for the immediate ex-
tradition or return to the United States of
convicted felon Joanne Chesimard, William
“Guillermo’ Morales, and all other fugitives
who are receiving safe haven in Cuba to es-
cape prosecution or confinement for criminal
offenses committed in the United States; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and
Mr. BOOKER):

S. 5118. A bill to prohibit certain activities
involving kangaroos and kangaroo products,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. 5119. A bill to codify in statute certain
sanctions with respect to the Russian Fed-
eration; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

By Mr. OSSOFF:

S. 5120. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax incentives
for the establishment of grocery stores in
certain underserved areas; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. HAGERTY:

S. 5121. A bill to amend the Securities Act
of 1933 and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Re-
form and Consumer Protection Act with re-
spect to the definition of the term ‘‘accred-
ited investor’’, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 5122. A Dbill to establish the Julius
Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools National
Historical Park, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO):

S. 5123. A bill to amend the Trade Act of
1974 to modify the eligibility requirements
for the Generalized System of Preferences to

and
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strengthen worker protections and to ensure

that beneficiary developing countries afford

equal rights and protection under the law,

regardless of gender, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,

Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. RISCH, Mr.

LANKFORD, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. HAWLEY,

Mr. BUuDD, Mr. ScoTT of South Caro-

lina, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CRAPO, Ms.

LumMmis, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. 5124. A bill to require the United States
Secret Service to provide protection to
major Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates and their spouses at the same
level of protection provided to the President,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
KING, and Mr. DAINES):

S. 5125. A bill to provide for certain im-
provements to the housing and workforce
programs of Federal land management agen-
cies, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. CRUZ):

S. 5126. A bill to increase the maximum re-
ward amount for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of Nicolas Maduro
Moros to $100,000,000, which shall be paid out
by the Federal Government from all assets
being withheld from Nicolas Maduro Moros,
officials of the Maduro regime and their co-
conspirators; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN:

S. 5127. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to require the Securities
and Exchange Commission to issue rules
that prohibit officers and directors of certain
companies from trading securities in antici-
pation of a current report, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 5128. A bill to require the Director of the
Bureau of Prisons to develop and implement
a strategy to interdict illicit substances and
other contraband in the mail at Federal cor-
rectional facilities; to the Committee on the

Judiciary.
By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.

WYDEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
HEINRICH, and Ms. SMITH):

S. 5129. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to address certain issues relating to
the extension of consumer credit, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr.
CORNYN):

S. 5130. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to en-
hance the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse
Grant Program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr.
RICKETTS, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. CrAPO, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
GRASSLEY, and Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 5131. A bill to advance a competitive
strategy against the People’s Republic of
China, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CASEY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN):

S. 5132. A bill to promote the economic se-
curity and safety of survivors of domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, sexual assault, or
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stalking, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.
By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
LANKFORD):

S. 5133. A Dbill to establish a tracker for
Senate-confirmed executive branch posi-
tions; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S.J. Res. 110. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the National Park Service re-
lating to ‘‘Alaska; Hunting and Trapping in
National Preserves’; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. Res. 830. A resolution recognizing the
150th anniversary of Purdue University Engi-
neering; considered and agreed to.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. Res. 831. A resolution supporting the in-
clusion of the women of Sudan in United
States efforts to end the conflict in Sudan;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. KING, Mr.
HEINRICH, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 832. A resolution supporting the
designation of September 19, 2024, as ‘‘Na-
tional Stillbirth Prevention Day’’, recog-
nizing tens of thousands of families in the
United States that have endured a stillbirth,
and seizing the opportunity to keep other
families from experiencing the same tragedy;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
KELLY, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. MUR-

PHY):
S. Res. 833. A resolution countering
disinformation, propaganda, and misin-

formation in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, and calling for multi-stakeholder ef-
forts to address the significant detrimental
effects that the rise in disinformation, prop-
aganda, and misinformation in regional in-
formation environments has on democratic
governance, human rights, and United States
national interests; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.
By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr.
HAGERTY):

S. Res. 834. A resolution reaffirming the
Republic of the Philippines’ claim over Sec-
ond Thomas Shoal and supporting the Fili-
pino people in their efforts to combat aggres-
sion by the People’s Republic of China in the
South China Sea; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN):

S. Res. 835. A resolution recognizing the
importance of the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (the ‘“‘Quad’) and welcoming the
upcoming Quad Leaders Summit; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 91
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
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lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 91, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to 60 diplomats, in
recognition of their bravery and her-
oism during the Holocaust.

S. 633

At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 633, a bill to
award a Congressional Gold Medal to
Everett Alvarez, Jr., in recognition of
his service to the United States.

s.

At the request of Mr. BUDD, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) and the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FETTERMAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 711, a
bill to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the invaluable service that
working dogs provide to society.

S. 789

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 789, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint a
coin in recognition of the 100th anni-
versary of the United States Foreign
Service and its contribution to United
States diplomacy.

S. 1007

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1007, a bill to estab-
lish in the Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor of the De-
partment of State a Special Envoy for
the Human Rights of LGBTQI+ Peo-
ples, and for other purposes.

S. 1201

At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the name of the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1201, a bill to reform the
labor laws of the United States, and for
other purposes.

S. 1349

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1349, a bill to establish a post-
secondary student data system.

S. 1673

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the names of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Sen-
ator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1673, a
bill to amend title XVIII to protect pa-
tient access to ground ambulance serv-
ices under the Medicare program.

S. 2085

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2085, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for
Medicare coverage of multi-cancer
early detection screening tests.
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S. 2311
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2311, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the 2028 Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Los Angeles,
California.
S. 2647
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2647, a bill to improve
research and data collection on still-
births, and for other purposes.
S. 3102
At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3102, a bill to establish
the American Worker Retirement Plan,
improve the financial security of work-
ing Americans by facilitating the accu-
mulation of wealth, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3502
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3502, a bill to amend the Fair
Credit Reporting Act to prevent con-
sumer reporting agencies from fur-
nishing consumer reports under certain
circumstances, and for other purposes.
S. 3598
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3598, a bill to require
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to es-
tablish a comprehensive standard for
timing between referrals and appoint-
ments for care from the Department of
Veterans Affairs and to submit a report
with respect to that standard, and for
other purposes.
S. 3751
At the request of Mr. OSSOFF, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) and the Senator from Hawaii
(Ms. HIRONO) were added as cosponsors
of S. 3751, a bill to expand and modify
the grant program of the Department
of Veterans Affairs to provide innova-
tive transportation options to veterans
in highly rural areas, and for other
purposes.
S. 4141
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 4141, a bill to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to
mint coins in commemoration of the
FIFA World Cup 2026, and for other
purposes.
S. 4243
At the request of Ms. BUTLER, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4243, a bill to award post-
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humously the Congressional Gold
Medal to Shirley Chisholm.
S. 4267

At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 4267, a bill to prohibit
Big Cypress National Preserve from
being designated as wilderness or as a
component of the National Wilderness
Preservation System, and for other
purposes.

S. 4280

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from North
Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 4280, a bill to amend ti-
tles XVIII and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act to require skilled nursing fa-
cilities, nursing facilities, intermediate
care facilities for the intellectually
disabled, and inpatient rehabilitation
facilities to permit essential caregivers
access during any period in which reg-
ular visitation is restricted.

S. 4687

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4687, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to wildland
firefighters in recognition of their
strength, vresiliency, sacrifice, and
service to protect the forests, grass-
lands, and communities of the United
States, and for other purposes.

S. 4772

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4772, a bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program.

S. 5032

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 5032, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to restrict the sale
and procurement of certain weapons
and ammunition by the Department of
Defense, and for other purposes.

S. 5039

At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
the name of the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 5039, a bill to establish
a mineral and mining innovation pro-
gram within the Department of Energy
to advance domestic mineral resources,
economic growth, and national secu-
rity, and for other purposes.

S. 5087

At the request of Mr. FETTERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
5087, a bill to amend the United States
Housing Act of 1937 to promote the es-
tablishment of tenant organizations
and provide additional amounts for
tenant organizations, and for other
purposes.

S. 5102

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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5102, a bill to require annual reports on
counter illicit cross-border tunnel op-
erations, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 103
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) was added as a
cosponsor of S.J. Res. 103, a joint reso-
lution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Federal Communications
Commission relating to ‘‘Safeguarding
and Securing the Open Internet; Re-
storing Internet Freedom’ .
S.J. RES. 108
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 108, a joint resolution
proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States to reaf-
firm the principle that no person is
above the law.
S. RES. 687
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD), the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. ScoTT) and the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 687, a resolution
expressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding United Nations General Assem-
bly Resolution 2758 (XXVI) and the
harmful conflation of China’s ‘‘One
China Principle” and the United States
““One China Policy”’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN:

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 5107. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a car-
bon fee to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 5107

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘America’s
Clean Future Fund Act’.

SEC. 2. CLIMATE CHANGE FINANCE CORPORA-
TION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the
executive branch an independent agency, to
be known as the ‘‘Climate Change Finance
Corporation’ (referred to in this section as
the ‘““C2FC”), which shall finance clean en-
ergy and climate change resiliency activities
in accordance with this section.
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(2) M1ssION.—The mission of the C2FC is to
combat climate change by reducing the de-
pendency of the United States on fossil fuels,
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and
building resilience to the harmful impacts of
climate change.

(3) ACTIVITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The C2FC shall reduce
the reliance of the United States on fossil
fuels and mitigate the impacts of climate
change by financing—

(i) the deployment of low- and zero-emis-
sions energy technologies and fuels;

(ii) the construction of climate-resilient
infrastructure;

(iii) research, development, and commer-
cialization of new climate-smart tech-
nologies and tools to facilitate industrial
decarbonization;

(iv) clean energy and climate projects iden-
tified as too high-risk for private capital in-
vestment; and

(v) projects that encourage the infusion of
private capital and the creation of new work-
force opportunities in clean transportation,
energy, and climate resiliency.

(B) PRIORITY.—In carrying out activities
under subparagraph (A), the C2FC shall give
priority to projects that benefit—

(i) communities disproportionately facing
the harmful impacts of climate change;

(ii) communities that have been histori-
cally overburdened by industrial pollution
from carbon-intensive industries; and

(iii) communities that have historically re-
lied on carbon-intensive industries for eco-
nomic support.

(C) EMISSIONS REDUCTION GOALS.—In car-
rying out activities under subparagraph (A),
the goals of the C2FC shall be to achieve—

(i) by 2030, a net reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions by 45 percent, based on 2018
levels; and

(ii) by 2050, a net reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions by 100 percent, based on 2018
levels.

(4) EXERCISE OF POWERS.—Except as other-
wise provided expressly by law, all Federal
laws dealing with public or Federal con-
tracts, property, works, officers, employees,
budgets, or funds, including the provisions of
chapters 5 and 7 of title 5, United States
Code, shall apply to the exercise of the pow-
ers of the C2FC.

(b) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The management of the
C2FC shall be vested in a Board of Directors
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Board’)
consisting of 7 members, who shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate.

(2) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson of the Board shall be appointed
by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, from among the indi-
viduals appointed to the Board under para-
graph (1).

(B) TERM.—An individual—

(i) shall serve as Chairperson or Vice
Chairperson of the Board for a 3-year term;
and

(ii) may be renominated for the position
until the term of that individual on the
Board under paragraph (3)(C) expires.

(3) BOARD MEMBERS.—

(A) CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED.—Each member
of the Board shall be an individual who is a
citizen of the United States.

(B) REPRESENTATION.—The members of the
Board shall represent agricultural, edu-
cational, research, industrial, nongovern-
mental, labor, environmental justice, and
commercial interests throughout the United
States.

(C) TERM.—
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(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, each member of the
Board—

(I) shall be appointed for a term of 6 years;
and

(II) may be reappointed for 1 additional
term.

(ii) INITIAL STAGGERED TERMS.—Of the
members first appointed to the Board—

(I) 2 shall each be appointed for a term of
2 years;

(IT) 3 shall each be appointed for a term of
4 years; and

(I1I) 2 shall each be appointed for a term of
6 years.

(4) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 30
days after the date on which all members of
the Board are appointed under paragraph (1),
the Board shall hold an initial meeting.

(c) WORKING GROUPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall create,
oversee, and incorporate feedback from the
following working groups (each referred to in
this section as a ‘‘working group’’):

(A) An environmental justice working
group.

(B) A worker and community transition as-
sistance working group.

(C) A research and innovation working
group.

(2) WORKING GROUP MEMBERS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each working group
shall—

(i) be chaired by a Board member; and

(ii) comprise not less than 10 and not more
than 20 individuals, who shall be experts,
members of directly impacted communities
relating to the subject matter of the working
group, and other relevant stakeholders.

(B) DIVERSITY.—Individuals on a working
group shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, represent—

(i) a diverse array of interests related to
the subject matter of the working group; and

(ii) diverse geographical, racial, religious,
gender, educational, age, disability, and so-
cioeconomic backgrounds.

(3) MEETINGS.—Each working group shall
meet not less than 2 times per year.

(4) COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGE-
MENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each working group shall
create and engage in meaningful community
and stakeholder involvement opportunities,
including through regular public community
engagement activities, for purposes of—

(i) maintaining up-to-date situational
awareness about the needs of relevant com-
munities and stakeholders;

(ii) using the feedback obtained through
those opportunities to inform the advice of
the working group to the Board; and

(iii) providing a mechanism for direct and
substantial community feedback relating to
the investment plan and the funding deci-
sions of the C2FC.

(B) PUBLIC AWARENESS.—Each working
group shall inform the public about C2FC in-
vestment by engaging in public awareness
campaigns, which shall target relevant com-
munities through comprehensive and acces-
sible outreach methods suited for the rel-
evant community.

(C) BROAD PARTICIPATION.—In carrying out
subparagraph (A), each working group shall,
to the maximum extent practicable, maxi-
mize participation from a broad group of
stakeholders, including by holding multiple
meetings with significant advance notice,
providing access to remote participation in
those meetings, and holding meetings in
multiple languages and at different times
and locations.

(5) TAsks.—Each working group shall, as it
relates to the subject matter of the working
group—
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(A) advise and provide general input to the
Board regarding loans and grants provided
by the C2FC; and

(B) consult with, and based on the activi-
ties described in paragraph (4), provide rec-
ommendations to, the Board in the develop-
ment of and updates to the investment plan
of the C2FC.

(d) INVESTMENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board, in consulta-
tion with each working group described in
subsection (c)(1), shall develop an invest-
ment plan (referred to in this subsection as
the ‘“‘investment plan’’) for the C2FC in ac-
cordance with this subsection.

(2) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the invest-
ment plan are—

(A) to ensure that investments made by
the C2FC—

(i) are equitable and reach the prioritized
communities described in subsection (e)(2);

(ii) are effective at progressing towards the
goals described in subsection (a)(3)(C);

(iii) support the advancement of research
in clean technologies and resilience; and

(iv) are transparent to the prioritized com-
munities described in subsection (e)(2); and

(B) to provide methods and standards by
which the Board and the working groups de-
scribed in subsection (c¢)(1) shall choose
projects in which to invest.

(3) DISTRIBUTION OF GRANT FUNDS.—The ini-
tial investment plan shall require that, of
the total amount of grant funds provided
under subsection (e)(3)(A) each year, not less
than 40 percent shall be used to invest in and
benefit communities described in subsection
(e)(2)(A).

(4) INVESTMENT PLAN UPDATES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board, in consulta-
tion with each working group described in
subsection (c)(1), shall update the invest-
ment plan not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, and every 4
years thereafter, including by taking into
account—

(i) the current needs of the prioritized com-
munities described in subsection (e)(2);

(ii) the effectiveness of the previous invest-
ment plan in addressing the needs of those
communities;

(iii) the current state of relevant research
and technology;

(iv) the resiliency needs of local commu-
nities;

(v) the goals
(a)(3)(C); and

(vi) the 2 most recent program reviews con-
ducted under subsection (f).

(B) EFFECTIVENESS.—An investment plan
shall remain in effect until the date on
which the Board approves an updated invest-
ment plan.

(C) PUBLIC INPUT.—In updating the invest-
ment plan, the Board and the working
groups described in subsection (c¢)(1) shall—

(i) engage stakeholders and the public in a
public comment and feedback process; and

(ii) ensure that the prioritized commu-
nities described in subsection (e)(2) have ac-
cess to participate in that process.

(5) PUBLIC UPDATES.—The Board shall make
publicly available on a quarterly basis infor-
mation relating to the expenditure of funds
under the investment plan.

(e) INVESTMENT TOOLS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) COMMUNITY OF COLOR.—The term ‘‘com-
munity of color’” means a geographically dis-
tinct area in which the population of any of
the following categories of individuals is
higher than the average population of that
category for the State in which the commu-
nity is located:

(i) Black.

(ii) African American.

(iii) Asian.

(iv) Pacific Islander.

described in subsection
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(v) Other non-White race.

(vi) Hispanic.

(vii) Latino.

(viii) Linguistically isolated.

(B) ELIGIBLE BORROWER.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble borrower’’ means any person, including a
business owner or project developer, that
seeks a loan to carry out approved practices
or projects described in subparagraph (A)()
of paragraph (3) from an eligible lender that
may receive a loan guarantee under that
paragraph for that loan, according to cri-
teria determined by the C2FC.

(C) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’”” means—

(i) a State;

(ii) an Indian Tribe;

(iii) a unit of local government; and

(iv) a research and development institution
(including a National Laboratory).

(D) ELIGIBLE LENDER.—The term ‘‘eligible
lender” means—

(i) a Federal- or State-chartered bank;

(ii) a Federal- or State-chartered credit
union;

(iii) an agricultural credit corporation;

(iv) a United States Green Bank Institu-
tion;

(v) a community development financial in-
stitution (as defined in section 103 of the
Community Development Banking and Fi-
nancial Institutions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C.
4702));

(vi) a minority depository institution (as
defined in section 308(b) of the Financial In-
stitutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforce-
ment Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 1463 note; Public
Law 101-73)); and

(vii) any other lender that the Board deter-
mines has a demonstrated ability to under-
write and service loans for the intended ap-
proved practice for which the loan will be
used.

(E) ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY.—
The term ‘‘environmental justice commu-
nity’”’ means a community with significant
representation of communities of color, low-
income communities, or Tribal and indige-
nous communities that experiences, or is at
risk of experiencing, higher or more adverse
human health or environmental effects.

(F) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian
Tribe”’ has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304).

(G) LOW-INCOME COMMUNITY.—The term
“low-income community’’ means any census
block group in which 30 percent or more of
the population are individuals with an an-
nual household income equal to, or less than,
the greater of—

(i) an amount equal to 80 percent of the
median income of the area in which the
household is located, as reported by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment; and

(ii) 200 percent of the Federal poverty line.

(H) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means—

(i) a State;

(ii) the District of Columbia;

(iii) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;
and

(iv) any other territory or possession of the
United States.

(2) COMMUNITY PRIORITIZATION.—In pro-
viding financial investment and other assist-
ance under paragraph (3), the C2FC shall give
priority to, as determined by the C2FC—

(A) environmental justice communities,
communities of color, indigenous commu-
nities, rural communities, and low-income
communities that—

(i) experience a disproportionate burden of
the negative human health and environ-
mental impacts of pollution or other envi-
ronmental hazards, such as natural disas-
ters; or
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(ii) may not have access to public informa-
tion and opportunities for meaningful public
participation relating to human health and
environmental planning, regulations, and en-
forcement;

(B) deindustrialized communities or com-
munities with significant local economic re-
liance on carbon-intensive industries;

(C) low-income communities at risk of im-
pacts of natural disasters or sea level rise ex-
acerbated by climate change;

(D) public or nonprofit entities that serve
dislocated workers, veterans, or individuals
with a barrier to employment; and

(E) communities that have minimal or no
investment in the approved practices and
projects described in paragraph (3)(A)@).

(3) GRANTS, LOAN GUARANTEES, AND OTHER
INVESTMENT TOOLS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The C2FC—

(i) shall provide grants to eligible entities
and loan guarantees to eligible lenders
issuing loans to eligible borrowers for ap-
proved practices and projects relating to cli-
mate change mitigation and resilience meas-
ures, including—

(I) energy efficiency upgrades to infra-
structure;

(IT) electric, hydrogen, and clean transpor-
tation programs and deployment, including
programs—

(aa) to purchase personal vehicles, com-
mercial vehicles, and public transportation
fleets and school bus fleets;

(bb) to deploy electric vehicle charging and
hydrogen fueling infrastructure; and

(cc) to develop and deploy sustainable
aviation fuels;

(IIT) clean energy and clean vehicle manu-
facturing research, demonstrations, and de-
ployment, with a particular focus on projects
relating to the commercialization of new
technologies;

(IV) battery storage research, demonstra-
tions, and deployment;

(V) development or purchase of equipment
for practices described in section 6;

(VI) development and deployment of clean
energy and clean technologies, with a focus
on—

(aa) carbon capture, utilization, and se-
questration, bioenergy with carbon capture
and sequestration, and direct air capture;

(bb) energy storage and grid moderniza-
tion;

(cc) geothermal energy;

(dd) commercial and residential solar;

(ee) wind energy; and

(ff) any other clean technology use or de-
velopment, as determined by the Board;

(VII) measures that anticipate and prepare
for climate change impacts, and reduce risks
and enhance resilience to sea level rise, ex-
treme weather events, heat island impacts,
and other climate change impacts, as deter-
mined by the Board, including by—

(aa) building resilient energy, water, and
transportation infrastructure;

(bb) providing weatherization assistance
for low-income households; and

(cc) increasing the physical and economic
resilience of the agriculture sector; and

(VIII) natural infrastructure research,
demonstrations, and deployment; and

(ii) may implement other investment tools
and products approved by the Board, pursu-
ant to subparagraph (C), to achieve the mis-
sion of the C2FC described in subsection
(a)(2).

(B) LOAN GUARANTEES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In providing loan guaran-
tees under subparagraph (A), the C2FC shall
cooperate with eligible lenders through
agreements to participate on a deferred
(guaranteed) basis.

(ii) LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION IN GUARANTEED
LOANS.—In providing a loan guarantee under
subparagraph (A), the C2FC shall guarantee
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75 percent of the balance of the financing
outstanding at the time of disbursement of
the loan.

(iii) INTEREST RATES.—Notwithstanding the
provisions of the constitution of any State
or the laws of any State limiting the rate or
amount of interest that may be charged,
taken, received, or reserved, the maximum
legal rate of interest on any financing made
on a deferred basis under this subsection
shall not exceed a rate prescribed by the
C2FC.

(iv) GUARANTEE FEES.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—With respect to each loan
guaranteed under this subsection (other than
a loan that is repayable in 1 year or less), the
C2FC shall collect a guarantee fee, which
shall be payable by the eligible lender, and
may be charged to the eligible borrower in
accordance with subclause (II).

(IT) BORROWER CHARGES.—A guarantee fee
described in subclause (I) charged to an eligi-
ble borrower shall not—

(aa) exceed 2 percent of the deferred par-
ticipation share of a total loan amount that
is equal to or less than $150,000;

(bb) exceed 3 percent of the deferred par-
ticipation share of a total loan amount that
is greater than $150,000 but less than $700,000;
or

(cc) exceed 3.5 percent of the deferred par-
ticipation share of a total loan amount that
is equal to or greater than $700,000.

(C) OTHER INVESTMENT TOOLS AND PROD-
UCTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Board may, based on
market needs, develop and implement any
other investment tool or product necessary
to achieve the mission of the C2FC described
in subsection (a)(2) and the deployment of
projects described in subparagraph (A)(i), in-
cluding offering—

(I) warehousing and aggregation credit fa-
cilities;

(IT) zero interest loans;

(IIT) credit enhancements; and

(IV) construction finance.

(i) STATE AND LOCAL GREEN BANKS.—The
Board shall provide—

(I funds to United States Green Bank In-
stitutions as necessary to finance projects
that are best served by those entities; and

(IT) technical assistance as necessary to
States and localities seeking to establish
green banks.

(D) PROHIBITED INVESTMENTS.—The Board
shall not issue loans, grants, or otherwise in-
vest in any activities that directly or indi-
rectly contradict the mission of the C2FC de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2).

(4) WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AI11l laborers and mechan-
ics employed by eligible entities and eligible
borrowers on projects funded directly by or
assisted in whole or in part by the activities
of the C2FC under this section shall be paid
at wages at rates not less than those pre-
vailing on projects of a similar character in
the locality as determined by the Secretary
of Labor in accordance with subchapter IV of
chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘Davis-Bacon
Act”).

(B) AUTHORITY.—With respect to the labor
standards specified in subparagraph (A), the
Secretary of Labor shall have the authority
and functions set forth in Reorganization
Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5
U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40,
United States Code.

(5) BUY AMERICA REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AII iron, steel, and manu-
factured goods used for projects under this
section shall be produced in the United
States.

(B) WAIVER.—The Board may waive the re-
quirement in subparagraph (A) if the Board
finds that—
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(i) enforcing the requirement would be in-
consistent with the public interest;

(ii) the iron, steel, and manufactured goods
produced in the United States are not pro-
duced in a sufficient and reasonably avail-
able amount or are not of a satisfactory
quality; or

(iii) enforcing the requirement will in-
crease the overall cost of the project by more
than 25 percent.

(f) PROGRAM REVIEW AND REPORT.—Not
later than 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, and every 2 years there-
after, the Board shall—

(1) conduct a review of the activities of the
C2FC and identify projects and funding op-
portunities that were a part of the current
investment plan; and

(2) submit to Congress and make publicly
available a report that—

(A) describes the projects and funding op-
portunities that have been most successful
in progressing towards the mission described
in subsection (a)(2) during the time period
covered by the report;

(B) includes recommendations on the clean
energy and resiliency projects that should be
prioritized in forthcoming years to achieve
that mission;

(C) quantifies the total amount and per-
centage of funding given to prioritized com-
munities described in subsection (e)(2); and

(D) identifies barriers for disadvantaged
groups to receive C2FC funding and provides
recommendations to address those barriers.

(g) INITIAL CAPITALIZATION.—There is ap-
propriated to carry out this section (includ-
ing for administrative costs of the C2FC),
out of any funds in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, $7,500,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2025 and 2026, to remain available
until expended.

SEC. 3. CARBON FEE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 38 of subtitle D
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subchapter:

“Subchapter E—Carbon Fee

‘“Sec. 4691. Definitions.

‘“Sec. 4692. Carbon fee.

““Sec. 4693. Fee on noncovered fuel emis-
sions.

‘“Sec. 4694. Refunds for carbon capture, se-
questration, and utilization.

‘““Sec. 4695. Border adjustments.

“SEC. 4691. DEFINITIONS.

““For purposes of this subchapter—

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

¢“(2) CARBON DIOXIDE EQUIVALENT OR CO-E.—
The term ‘carbon dioxide equivalent’ or ‘CO,-
e’ means the number of metric tons of car-
bon dioxide emissions with the same global
warming potential over a 100-year period as
one metric ton of another greenhouse gas.

¢“(3) CARBON-INTENSIVE PRODUCT.—The term
‘carbon-intensive product’ means—

““(A) iron, steel, steel mill products (in-
cluding pipe and tube), aluminum, cement,
glass (including flat, container, and spe-
cialty glass and fiberglass), pulp, paper,
chemicals, or industrial ceramics, and

‘“(B) any manufactured product which the
Secretary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, the Secretary of Commerce, and the
Secretary of Energy, determines is energy-
intensive and trade-exposed (with the excep-
tion of any covered fuel).

‘“(4) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘covered
entity’ means—

‘“(A) in the case of crude oil—

‘(i) any operator of a United States refin-
ery (as described in subsection (d)(1) of sec-
tion 4611), and

‘‘(ii) any person entering such product into
the United States for consumption, use, or
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warehousing (as described in subsection
(d)(2) of such section),

‘“(B) in the case of coal—

‘(i) any producer subject to the tax under
section 4121, and

‘“(i1) any importer of coal into the United
States,

‘“(C) in the case of natural gas—

‘(1) any entity which produces natural gas
(as defined in section 613A(e)(2)) from a well
located in the United States, and

‘(i) any importer of natural gas into the
United States,

‘(D) in the case of any noncovered fuel
emissions, the entity which is the source of
such emissions, provided that the total
amount of carbon dioxide or methane emit-
ted by such entity for the preceding year (as
determined using the methodology required
under section 4692(e)(4)) was not less than
25,000 metric tons, and

‘‘(E) any entity or class of entities which,
as determined by the Secretary, is trans-
porting, selling, or otherwise using a covered
fuel in a manner which emits a greenhouse
gas into the atmosphere and which has not
been covered by the carbon fee, the fee on
noncovered fuel emissions, or the carbon bor-
der fee adjustment.

‘“(6) COVERED FUEL.—The term ‘covered
fuel’ means crude oil, natural gas, coal, or
any other product derived from crude oil,
natural gas, or coal which shall be used so as
to emit greenhouse gases to the atmosphere.

‘“(6) GREENHOUSE GAS.—The term ‘green-
house gas’™—

‘“(A) has the meaning given such term in
section 901 of the Energy Independence and
Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17321), as in ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of the
America’s Clean Future Fund Act, and

‘“(B) includes any other gases identified by
rule of the Administrator.

“(7) GREENHOUSE GAS CONTENT.—The term
‘ereenhouse gas content’ means the amount
of greenhouse gases, expressed in metric tons
of CO;-e, which would be emitted to the at-
mosphere by the use of a covered fuel.

‘‘(8) NONCOVERED FUEL EMISSION.—The term
‘noncovered fuel emission’ means any carbon
dioxide or methane emitted as a result of the
production, processing, transport, or use of
any product or material within the energy or
industrial sectors—

‘“(A) 1including any fugitive or process
emissions associated with the production,
processing, or transport of a covered fuel,
and

‘(B) excluding any emissions from the
combustion or use of a covered fuel.

‘(9) QUALIFIED CARBON OXIDE.—The term
‘qualified carbon oxide’ has the meaning
given the term in section 45Q(c).

‘“(10) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United
States’ shall be treated as including each
possession of the United States (including
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands).

“SEC. 4692. CARBON FEE.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) APPLICABLE PERIOD.—The term ‘appli-
cable period’ means, with respect to any de-
termination made by the Secretary under
subsection (e)(3) for any calendar year, the
period—

““(A) beginning on January 1, 2026, and

‘(B) ending on December 31 of the pre-
ceding calendar year.

¢(2) CUMULATIVE EMISSIONS.—The term ‘cu-
mulative emissions’ means an amount equal
to the sum of any greenhouse gas emissions
resulting from the use of covered fuels and
any noncovered fuel emissions for all years
during the applicable period.

“(3) CUMULATIVE EMISSIONS TARGET.—The
term ‘cumulative emissions target’ means an
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amount equal to the sum of the emissions
targets for all years during the applicable pe-
riod.

‘“(4) EMISSIONS TARGET.—The term ‘emis-
sions target’ means the target for green-
house gas emissions during a calendar year
as determined under subsection (e)(1).

‘“(b) CARBON FEE.—During any calendar
year that begins after December 31, 2025,
there is imposed a carbon fee on any covered
entity’s use, sale, or transfer of any covered
fuel.

“(c) AMOUNT OF THE CARBON FEE.—The car-
bon fee imposed by this section is an amount
equal to—

‘(1) the greenhouse gas content of the cov-
ered fuel, multiplied by

‘“(2) the carbon fee rate, as determined
under subsection (d).

‘“(d) CARBON FEE RATE.—The carbon fee
rate shall be determined in accordance with
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The carbon fee rate, with
respect to any use, sale, or transfer during a
calendar year, shall be—

“(A) in the case of calendar year 2026, $65,
and

‘“(B) except as provided in paragraphs (2)
and (3), in the case of any calendar year after
2026, the amount equal to the sum of—

‘(i) the amount under subparagraph (A),
plus

“(ii)(I) in the case of calendar year 2027,
$10, and

‘“(IT) in the case of any calendar year after
2027, the amount in effect under this clause
for the preceding calendar year, plus $10.

¢“(2) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any cal-
endar year after 2026, the amount determined
under paragraph (1)(B) shall be increased by
an amount equal to—

‘(i) that dollar amount, multiplied by

‘(i) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-
mined under section 1(f)(3) for that calendar
year, determined by substituting ‘2025’ for
‘2016’ in subparagraph (A)(ii) thereof.

‘(B) ROUNDING.—If any increase deter-
mined under subparagraph (A) is not a mul-
tiple of $1, such increase shall be rounded up
to the next whole dollar amount.

“(3) ADJUSTMENT OF CARBON FEE RATE.—

““(A) INCREASE IN RATE FOLLOWING MISSED
CUMULATIVE EMISSIONS TARGET.—In the case
of any calendar year following a determina-
tion by the Secretary pursuant to subsection
(e)(3) that the cumulative emissions for the
preceding calendar year exceeded the cumu-
lative emissions target for such year, para-
graph (1)(B)(ii)(II) shall be applied—

‘(1) in the case of calendar years 2029
through 2033, by substituting ‘$15° for ‘$10°,

‘(i) in the case of calendar years 2034
through 2043, by substituting ‘$20° for ‘$10°,
and

‘“(iii) in the case of any calendar year be-
ginning after 2043, by substituting ‘$25° for
‘$10°.

‘“(B) CESSATION OF RATE INCREASE FOL-
LOWING ACHIEVEMENT OF CUMULATIVE EMIS-
SIONS TARGET.—In the case of any year fol-
lowing a determination by the Secretary
pursuant to subsection (e)(3) that—

‘(i) the average annual emissions of green-
house gases from covered entities over the
preceding 3-year period are not more than 10
percent of the greenhouse gas emissions dur-
ing the year 2018, and

‘‘(ii) the cumulative emissions did not ex-
ceed the cumulative emissions target,
paragraph (1)(B)(ii)(II) shall be applied by
substituting ‘$0° for ‘$10°.

‘(C) METHODOLOGY.—With respect to any
year, the annual greenhouse gas emissions
and cumulative emissions described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) shall be determined
using the methodology required under sub-
section (e)(4).
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‘‘(e) EMISSIONS TARGETS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

‘““(A) REFERENCE YEAR.—For purposes of
subsection (d), the emissions target for any
year shall be the amount of greenhouse gas
emissions that is equal to—

‘(i) for calendar years 2026 and 2027, the ap-
plicable percentage of the total amount of
greenhouse gas emissions from the use of
any covered fuel during calendar year 2018,
and

‘‘(ii) for calendar year 2028 and each cal-
endar year thereafter, the applicable per-
centage of the total amount of greenhouse
gas emissions from the use of any covered
fuel and noncovered fuel emissions during
calendar year 2018.

‘‘(B) METHODOLOGY.—For purposes of sub-
paragraph (A), with respect to determining
the total amount of greenhouse gas emis-
sions from the use of any covered fuel and
noncovered fuel emissions during calendar
year 2018, the Administrator shall use such
methods as are determined appropriate, pro-
vided that such methods are, to the greatest
extent practicable, comparable to the meth-
ods established under paragraph (4).

‘“(2) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—

““(A) 2026 THROUGH 2035.—In the case of cal-
endar years 2026 through 2035, the applicable
percentage shall be determined as follows:

2026 67 percent
2027 63 percent
2028 60 percent
2029 57 percent
2030 55 percent
2031 52 percent
2032 49 percent
2033 46 percent
2034 43 percent
2035 40 percent

‘‘(B) 2036 THROUGH 2050.—In the case of cal-
endar years 2036 through 2050, the applicable
percentage shall be equal to—

‘‘(i) the applicable percentage for the pre-
ceding year, minus

‘“(ii) 2 percentage points.

‘“(C) AFTER 2050.—In the case of any cal-
endar year beginning after 2050, the applica-
ble percentage shall be equal to 10 percent.

*“(3) EMISSIONS REPORTING AND DETERMINA-
TIONS.—

‘““(A) REPORTING.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2027, and annually thereafter, the
Administrator, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall make available to the public a
report on—

‘(i) the cumulative emissions with respect
to the preceding calendar year, and

‘‘(ii) any other relevant information, as de-
termined appropriate by the Administrator.

‘(B) DETERMINATIONS.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2028, and annually thereafter, the
Administrator, in consultation with the Sec-
retary and as part of the report described in
subparagraph (A), shall determine whether
cumulative emissions with respect to the
preceding calendar year exceeded the cumu-
lative emissions target with respect to such
year.

*“(4) EMISSIONS ACCOUNTING METHODOLOGY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January
1, 2026, the Administrator shall prescribe
rules for greenhouse gas accounting for cov-
ered entities for purposes of this subchapter,
which shall—

‘(i) to the greatest extent practicable, em-
ploy existing data collection methodologies
and greenhouse gas accounting practices, in-
cluding such methodologies and practices de-
veloped by the National Laboratories (as de-
fined in section 2 of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801)),

‘(i) ensure that the method of account-
ing—

‘(1) applies to—
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‘‘(aa) all greenhouse gas emissions from
covered fuels and all noncovered fuel emis-
sions, and

‘“(bb) all covered entities,

“(II) excludes—

‘‘(aa) any greenhouse gas emissions which
are not described item (aa) of subclause (I),
and

“(bb) any entities which are not described
in item (bb) of such subclause, and

‘“(III) appropriately accounts for—

‘‘(aa) qualified carbon oxide which is cap-
tured and disposed or used in a manner de-
scribed in section 4694, and

‘“(bb) nonemitting uses of covered fuels, as
described in subsection (f),

‘‘(iii) subject to such penalties as are deter-
mined appropriate by the Administrator, re-
quire any covered entity to report, not later
than April 1 of each calendar year—

‘“(I) the total greenhouse gas content of
any covered fuels used, sold, or transferred
by such covered entity during the preceding
calendar year, and

‘“(IT) the total noncovered fuel emissions of
the covered entity during the preceding cal-
endar year, and

‘“(iv) require any information reported pur-
suant to clause (iii) to be verified by a third-
party entity that, subject to such process as
is determined appropriate by the Adminis-
trator, has been certified by the Adminis-
trator with respect to the qualifications,
independence, and reliability of such entity.

‘“(B) GREENHOUSE GAS REPORTING PRO-
GRAM.—For purposes of establishing the
rules described in subparagraph (A), the Ad-
ministrator may elect to modify the activi-
ties of the Greenhouse Gas Reporting Pro-
gram to satisfy the requirements described
in clauses (i) through (iv) of such subpara-
graph.

‘“(5) REVISIONS.—With respect to any deter-
mination made by the Administrator as to
the amount of greenhouse gas emissions for
any calendar year (including calendar year
2018), any subsequent revision by the Admin-
istrator with respect to such amount shall
apply for purposes of the fee imposed under
subsection (b) for any calendar years begin-
ning after such revision.

“(fy EXEMPTION AND REFUND.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe such rules as are nec-
essary to ensure the carbon fee imposed by
this section is not imposed with respect to
any nonemitting use, or any sale or transfer
for a nonemitting use, including rules pro-
viding for the refund of any carbon fee paid
under this section with respect to any such
use, sale, or transfer.

‘‘(g) ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall prescribe such regulations, and
other guidance, to assess and collect the car-
bon fee imposed by this section, including—

‘(1) the identification of covered entities
that are liable for payment of a fee under
this section or section 4693,

‘“(2) as may be necessary or convenient,
rules for distinguishing between different
types of covered entities,

‘“(3) as may be necessary or convenient,
rules for distinguishing between the green-
house gas emissions of a covered entity and
the greenhouse gas emissions that are attrib-
uted to the covered entity but not directly
emitted by the covered entity,

‘“(4) requirements for the quarterly pay-
ment of such fees, and

‘“(5) rules to ensure that the carbon fee
under this section, the fee on noncovered
fuel emissions under section 4693, or the car-
bon border fee adjustment is not imposed on
an emission from covered fuel or noncovered
fuel emission more than once.
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FEE ON NONCOVERED FUEL EMIS-
SIONS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—During any calendar
year that begins after December 31, 2027,
there is imposed a fee on a covered entity for
any noncovered fuel emissions which occur
during the calendar year.

“(b) AMOUNT.—The fee to be paid under
subsection (a) by the covered entity which is
the source of the emissions described in that
subsection shall be an amount equal to—

‘(1) the total amount, in metric tons of
CO,-e, of emitted greenhouse gases, multi-
plied by

‘(2) an amount equal to the carbon fee rate
in effect under section 4692(d) for the cal-
endar year of such emission.

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall prescribe such regulations, and
other guidance, to assess and collect the car-
bon fee imposed by this section, including
regulations describing the requirements for
the quarterly payment of such fees.

“SEC. 4694. REFUNDS FOR CARBON CAPTURE, SE-
QUESTRATION, AND UTILIZATION.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) CAPTURE, SEQUESTRATION, AND USE.—
The Secretary, in consultation with the Ad-
ministrator and the Secretary of Energy,
shall prescribe regulations for providing pay-
ments to any person which captures quali-
fied carbon oxide which is—

““(A) disposed of by such person in secure
geological storage, as described in section
45Q(£)(2), or

‘(B) used in a manner which has been ap-
proved by the Secretary pursuant to sub-
section (c).

‘(2) ELECTION.—If the person described in
paragraph (1) makes an election under this
paragraph in such time and manner as the
Secretary may prescribe by regulations, the
credit under this section—

‘“(A) shall be allowable to the person that
owns the facility described in subsection
(b)(1), and

“(B) shall not be allowable to the person
described in paragraph (1).

“(b) PAYMENTS FOR CARBON CAPTURE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any facil-
ity for which carbon capture equipment has
been placed in service, the Secretary shall
make payments in the same manner as if
such payment was a refund of an overpay-
ment of the fee imposed by section 4692 or
4693.

‘“(2) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT.—The payment
determined under this subsection shall be an
amount equal to—

‘““(A) the metric tons of qualified carbon
oxide captured and disposed of, used, or uti-
lized in a manner consistent with subsection
(a), multiplied by

‘(B)(1) the carbon fee rate during the year
in which the carbon fee was imposed by sec-
tion 4692 on the covered fuel to which such
carbon oxide relates, or

‘‘(ii) in the case of a direct air capture fa-
cility (as defined in section 45Q(e)(1)), the
carbon fee rate during the year in which the
qualified carbon oxide was captured and dis-
posed of, used, or utilized.

“(c) APPROVED USES OF QUALIFIED CARBON
OXIDE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary, in consultation with Adminis-
trator and the Secretary of Energy, shall,
through regulation or other public guidance,
determine which uses of qualified carbon
oxide are eligible for payments under this
section, which may include—

““(A) utilization in a manner described in
clause (i) or (ii) of section 45Q(f)(5)(A), or

“(B) any other use which ensures minimal
leakage or escape of such carbon oxide.

*(2) EXCLUSION FOR ENHANCED OIL OR NAT-
URAL GAS RECOVERY.—The sale or use of

“SEC. 4693.
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qualified carbon oxide as a tertiary injectant
in a qualified enhanced oil or natural gas re-
covery project (as defined in section
45Q(e)(4)) shall not be eligible for payments
under this section.

‘(d) EXCEPTION.—In the case of any facility
which is owned by an entity that is deter-
mined to be—

‘(1) in violation of any applicable air or
water quality regulations, or

‘(2) with respect to any environmental jus-
tice community (as defined in section
2(A)(1)(D) of the America’s Clean Future
Fund Act), creating health or environmental
harm to such community,
such facility shall not be eligible for any
payment under this section during the period
of such violation.

“SEC. 4695. BORDER ADJUSTMENTS.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The fees imposed by,
and refunds allowed under, this section shall
be referred to as ‘the carbon border fee ad-
justment’.

‘“(b) EXPORTS.—

‘(1) CARBON-INTENSIVE PRODUCTS.—In the
case of any carbon-intensive product which
is exported from the United States, the Sec-
retary shall pay to the person exporting such
product a refund equal to the amount of the
cost of such product attributable to any fees
imposed under this subchapter related to the
manufacturing of such product (as deter-
mined under regulations established by the
Secretary).

‘“(2) COVERED FUELS.—In the case of any
covered fuel which is exported from the
United States, the Secretary shall pay to the
person exporting such fuel a refund equal to
the amount of the cost of such fuel attrib-
utable to any fees imposed under this sub-
chapter related to the use, sale, or transfer
of such fuel.

““(c) IMPORTS.—

‘(1) CARBON-INTENSIVE PRODUCTS.—

‘“(A) IMPOSITION OF EQUIVALENCY FEE.—In
the case of any carbon-intensive product im-
ported into the United States, there is im-
posed an equivalency fee on the person im-
porting such product in an amount equal to
the cost of such product that would be at-
tributable to any fees imposed under this
subchapter related to the manufacturing of
such product if any inputs or processes used
in manufacturing such product were subject
to such fees (as determined under regula-
tions established by the Secretary).

‘“(B) REDUCTION IN FEE.—The amount of the
equivalency fee under subparagraph (A) shall
be reduced by the amount, if any, of any fees
imposed on the carbon-intensive product by
the foreign nation or governmental units
from which such product was imported.

‘“(2) COVERED FUELS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any cov-
ered fuel imported into the United States,
there is imposed an equivalency fee on the
person importing such fuel in an amount
equal to the amount of any fees that would
be imposed under this subchapter related to
the use, sale, or transfer of such fuel.

‘“(B) REDUCTION IN FEE.—The amount of the
fee under subparagraph (A) shall be reduced
by the amount, if any, of any fees imposed
on the covered fuel by the foreign nation or
governmental units from which the fuel was
imported.

“(d) TREATMENT OF ALTERNATIVE POLICIES
AS FEES.—Under regulations established by
the Secretary, foreign policies that have sub-
stantially the same effect in reducing emis-
sions of greenhouse gases as fees shall be
treated as fees for purposes of subsections (b)
and (c).

‘‘(e) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
sult with the Administrator, the Secretary
of Commerce, and the Secretary of Energy in
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establishing rules and regulations imple-
menting the purposes of this section.

‘“(2) TREATIES.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, may
adjust the applicable amounts of the refunds
and equivalency fees under this section in a
manner that is consistent with any obliga-
tions of the United States under an inter-
national agreement.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to periods
beginning after December 31, 2025.

SEC. 4. AMERICA’S CLEAN FUTURE FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter A of chapter
98 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 9512. AMERICA’S CLEAN FUTURE FUND.

‘“‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNDING.—There
is established in the Treasury of the United
States a trust fund to be known as the
‘America’s Clean Future Fund’ (referred to
in this section as the ‘Trust Fund’), con-
sisting of such amounts as are appropriated
to the Trust Fund under subsection (b).

“(b) TRANSFERS TO AMERICA’S CLEAN FU-
TURE FUND.—There is appropriated to the
Trust Fund, out of any funds in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated, amounts equal
to the fees received into the Treasury under
sections 4692, 4693, and 4695, less—

‘(1) any amounts refunded or paid under
sections 4692(d), 4694, and 4695(b), and

‘“(2) for each of the first 18 fiscal years be-
ginning after September 30, 2026, an amount
equal to the quotient of—

““(A) $100,000,000,000, and

“(B) 18.

‘‘(c) EXPENDITURES.—For each fiscal year,
amounts in the Trust Fund shall be appor-
tioned as follows:

‘(1) CARBON FEE REBATE AND AGRICULTURAL
DECARBONIZATION TRANSITION PAYMENTS.—

‘“(A) CARBON FEE REBATE.—For the pur-
poses described in section 5 of the America’s
Clean Future Fund Act and any expenses
necessary to administer such section—

‘(i) for each of the first 10 fiscal years be-
ginning after September 30, 2026, an amount
equal to—

‘“(I) 75 percent of those amounts, minus

‘“(IT) the amount determined under sub-
paragraph (B) for such fiscal year, and

‘‘(ii) for any fiscal year beginning after the
period described in clause (i), the applicable
percentage of such amounts.

“(B) AGRICULTURAL DECARBONIZATION TRAN-
SITION PAYMENTS.—For the purposes de-
scribed in section 6 of the America’s Clean
Future Fund Act, for each of the first 10 fis-
cal years beginning after September 30, 2026,
an amount equal to 7 percent of the amount
determined annually under subparagraph
A)AOD.

“(C) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A)(ii), the applicable
percentage shall be equal to—

‘(i) for the first fiscal year beginning after
the period described in subparagraph (A)(),
76 percent,

‘‘(ii) for each of the first 3 fiscal years sub-
sequent to the period described in clause (i),
the applicable percentage for the preceding
fiscal year increased by 1 percentage point,
and

‘“(iii) for any fiscal year subsequent to the
period described in clause (ii), 80 percent.

‘(2) CLIMATE CHANGE FINANCE CORPORA-
TION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes de-
scribed in section 2 of the America’s Clean
Future Fund Act (including any expenses
necessary to administer such section), the
applicable percentage of such amounts.

‘“(B) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the applicable per-
centage shall be equal to—
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‘(i) for each of the first 10 fiscal years be-
ginning after the period described in sub-
section (e) of such section, 15 percent,

‘‘(ii) for each of the first 4 fiscal years sub-
sequent to the period described in clause (i),
the applicable percentage for the preceding
fiscal year increased by 1 percentage point,
and

‘“(iii) for any fiscal year subsequent to the
period described in clause (ii), 20 percent.

¢“(3) TRANSITION ASSISTANCE FOR IMPACTED
COMMUNITIES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes de-
scribed in section 7 of the America’s Clean
Future Fund Act (including any expenses
necessary to administer such section), the
applicable percentage of such amounts.

‘“(B) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the applicable per-
centage shall be equal to—

‘(i) for each of the first 10 fiscal years be-
ginning after September 30, 2026, 10 percent,

‘“(ii) for each of the first 4 fiscal years sub-
sequent to the period described in clause (i),
the applicable percentage for the preceding
fiscal year reduced by 2 percentage points,
and

‘“(iii) for any fiscal year subsequent to the
period described in clause (ii), 0 percent.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subchapter A of chapter 98 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
adding at the end the following new item:
““Sec. 9512. America’s Clean Future Fund.”.
SEC. 5. AMERICA’S CLEAN FUTURE FUND STIM-

ULUS.

(a) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term
“‘eligible individual” means, with respect to
any quarter, any natural living person—

(A) who has a valid Social Security number
or taxpayer identification number,

(B) who has attained 18 years of age, and

(C) whose principal place of abode is in the
United States for more than one-half of the
most recent taxable year for which a return
has been filed.

(2) VERIFICATION.—The Secretary of the
Treasury, or the Secretary’s delegate (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’)
may verify the eligibility of an individual to
receive a carbon fee rebate payment under
subsection (b).

(b) REBATES.—Subject to subsections (c)(2)
and (k), from amounts in the America’s
Clean Future Fund established by section
9512(c)(1)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 that are available in any year, the Sec-
retary shall, for each calendar quarter begin-
ning after September 30, 2026, make carbon
fee rebate payments to each eligible indi-
vidual, to be known as ‘‘America’s Clean Fu-
ture Fund Stimulus payments’ (referred to
in this section as ‘‘carbon fee rebate pay-
ments’’).

(¢) PRO-RATA SHARE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to each quar-
ter during any fiscal year beginning after
September 30, 2026, the carbon fee rebate
payment is 1 pro-rata share for each eligible
individual of an amount equal to 25 percent
of amounts apportioned under section
9512(¢)(1)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 for such fiscal year.

(2) INITIAL ANNUAL REBATE PAYMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—From amounts appro-
priated under subsection (j), the Secretary
shall, for each of fiscal years 2025 and 2026,
make carbon fee rebate payments to each el-
igible individual during the third quarter of
each such fiscal year.

(B) PRO-RATA SHARE.—For purposes of this
paragraph, the carbon fee rebate payment is
1 pro-rata share for each eligible individual
of the amount appropriated under subsection
(j) for the fiscal year.

(3) EsTIMATE.—For each fiscal year de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Secretary shall,
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not later than the first day of such fiscal
year, publicly announce an estimate of the
amount of the carbon fee rebate payment for
each quarter during such fiscal year.

(d) PHASEOUT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) MODIFIED ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME.—
The term ‘‘modified adjusted gross income”’
means adjusted gross income increased by
any amount excluded from gross income
under section 911, 931, or 933 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986.

(B) HOUSEHOLD MEMBER.—The term ‘‘house-
hold member of the taxpayer’” means the
taxpayer, the taxpayer’s spouse, and any de-
pendent of the taxpayer.

©) THRESHOLD AMOUNT.—The
“threshold amount’ means—

(i) $150,000 in the case of a taxpayer filing
a joint return, and

(ii) $75,000 in the case of a taxpayer not fil-
ing a joint return.

(2) PHASEOUT OF PAYMENTS.—In the case of
any taxpayer whose modified adjusted gross
income for the most recent taxable year for
which a return has been filed exceeds the
threshold amount, the amount of the carbon
fee rebate payment otherwise payable to any
household member of the taxpayer under
this section shall be reduced (but not below
zero) by a dollar amount equal to 5 percent
of such payment (as determined before appli-
cation of this paragraph) for each $1,000 (or
fraction thereof) by which the modified ad-
justed gross income of the taxpayer exceeds
the threshold amount.

(e) FEE TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS.—
Amounts paid under this section shall not be
includible in gross income for purposes of
Federal income taxes.

(f) FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND FEDERAL AS-
SISTED PROGRAMS.—The carbon fee rebate
payment received by any eligible individual
shall not be taken into account as income
and shall not be taken into account as re-
sources for purposes of determining the eligi-
bility of such individual or any other indi-
vidual for benefits or assistance, or the
amount or extent of benefits or assistance,
under any Federal program or under any
State or local program financed in whole or
in part with Federal funds.

(g) DISCLOSURE OF RETURN INFORMATION.—
Section 6103(1) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

¢“(23) DISCLOSURE OF RETURN INFORMATION
RELATING TO CARBON FEE REBATE PAYMENTS.—

‘“(A) DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY.—Return
information with respect to any taxpayer
shall, without written request, be open to in-
spection by or disclosure to officers and em-
ployees of the Department of the Treasury
whose official duties require such inspection
or disclosure for purposes of administering
section 5 of the America’s Clean Future
Fund Act.

‘“(B) RESTRICTION ON DISCLOSURE.—Infor-
mation disclosed under this paragraph shall
be disclosed only for purposes of, and to the
extent necessary in, carrying out such sec-
tion.”.

(h) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe such regulations, and other guidance,
as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this section, including—

(1) establishment of rules for eligible indi-
viduals who have not filed a recent tax re-
turn, and

(2) in coordination with the Commissioner
of Social Security, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and any relevant State agencies, es-
tablish methods to identify eligible individ-
uals and provide carbon fee rebate payments
to such individuals through appropriate
means of distribution, including through the
use of electronic benefit transfer cards.

(1) PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN.—The Sec-
retary shall conduct a public awareness cam-

term
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paign, in coordination with the Commis-
sioner of Social Security, the heads of other
relevant Federal agencies, and Indian Tribes
(as defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(256 U.S.C. 5304)), to provide information to
the public regarding the availability of car-
bon fee rebate payments under this section.

(j) INITIAL APPROPRIATION.—For purposes
of subsection (c¢)(2), there is appropriated,
out of any funds in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, to remain available until
expended—

(1) for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2025, $37,500,000,000, and

(2) for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, $37,500,000,000.

(k) TERMINATION.—This section shall not
apply to any calendar quarter beginning
after—

(1) a determination by the Secretary under
section 4692(d)(3)(B) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986; or

(2) any period of 8 consecutive calendar
quarters for which the amount of carbon fee
rebate payment (without application of sub-
section (d)) during each such quarter is less
than $20.
SEC. 6. AGRICULTURAL DECARBONIZATION

TRANSITION PAYMENTS.

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section
are—

(1) to provide transition assistance to eligi-
ble producers in the agricultural sector to
prepare for and facilitate entry into green-
house gas credit markets; and

(2) to provide for the collection and report-
ing of data under subsection (d).

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘‘eligible
land” means land in the United States, in-
cluding territories of the United States and
Indian land (as defined in section 2601 of the
Energy Policy Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3501)),
that has a cropping or livestock history dur-
ing each of the 3 years preceding the date on
which a payment is provided under the pro-
gram with respect to the land, as determined
by the Secretary.

(2) ELIGIBLE PRODUCER.—The term ‘‘eligible
producer’” means an individual or legal enti-
ty that—

(A) is an owner, operator, or tenant of eli-
gible land; and

(B) has the ability to enter into an agree-
ment with the Secretary to carry out quali-
fying actions described in subsection (c)(2)
under the program.

(3) GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUC-
TION.—The term ‘‘greenhouse gas emissions
reduction’” means the reduction in green-
house gas emissions as a result of the adop-
tion of qualifying actions described in sub-
section (c¢)(2), as compared to an historical
baseline.

(4) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’ means
the program established under subsection
(©)@).

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(6) TRADITIONALLY UNDERSERVED.—The
term ‘‘traditionally underserved’, with re-
spect to an eligible producer, means that the
eligible producer—

(A) has been socially or economically dis-
advantaged by previous discriminatory laws
or policies based on race, ethnicity, or dis-
ability;

(B) is new to agriculture, as determined by
the Secretary;

(C)d) has served in the United States
Armed Forces; and

(ii)(I) has not operated an agriculture oper-
ation;

(IT) is new to agriculture, as determined by
the Secretary; or

(ITII) first obtained veteran status during
the previous 5-year period;
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(D) is an owner, operator, or tenant of a
limited resource agriculture operation; or

(E) has a household income not greater
than the national poverty level.

(¢) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a program to provide payments to eligi-
ble producers that will assist with reducing
greenhouse gas emissions through the adop-
tion of qualifying actions described in para-
graph (2).

(2) QUALIFYING ACTIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
termine actions that qualify for payments
under the program.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—To be a qualifying ac-
tion under subparagraph (A), an action shall
be—

(i) a climate-smart practice, including—

(I) a practice determined by a land-grant
college or university (as defined in section
1404 of the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3103)); or

(IT) climate-smart energy generation, fuel-
ing, or efficiency; and

(ii) measurable, reportable, and verifiable
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining the
rate and duration of a payment under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall consider—

(A) the degree of additionality of the
greenhouse gas emissions reduction;

(B) whether the recipient of the payment
was an early adopter of 1 or more practices
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

(C) the likelihood that the applicable
qualifying action described in paragraph (2)
would have been carried out absent the pro-
vision of the payment;

(D) the degree of transitionality or perma-
nence of the greenhouse gas emissions reduc-
tion;

(E) whether the applicable qualifying ac-
tion described in paragraph (2) provides mul-
tiple environmental and health co-benefits
in addition to reduced greenhouse gas emis-
sions;

(F') the degree to which the recipient of the
payment is a traditionally underserved eligi-
ble producer;

(G) the integration with and enhancement
of payments and policies of similar Federal,
State, or local programs; and

(H) any payments received, or to be re-
ceived, by the applicable eligible producer
from a similar Federal, State, or local pro-
gram for applicable qualifying actions de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(4) INELIGIBILITY.—A person that is deter-
mined to be in violation of any applicable
water or air quality regulation, including
under the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) (including regula-
tions), shall not be eligible for any payment
under paragraph (1) during the period of the
violation.

(5) EFFECTIVENESS.—The authority to pro-
vide payments under this subsection shall be
effective for each of the first 10 fiscal years
beginning after September 30, 2025.

(d) COLLECTION OF DATA AND REPORTING.—

(1) MEASUREMENT SYSTEM.—The Secretary
shall use an outcomes-based measurement
system that uses the best available science
and technology for cost-effective record-
keeping, modeling, and measurement of
farm-level greenhouse gas emissions on eligi-
ble land enrolled in the program.

(2) INVENTORY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of pro-
viding payments under the program, the Sec-
retary shall conduct a nationwide soil health
and agricultural greenhouse gas emissions
inventory that uses the best available
science and data to establish baselines and
expected average performance for soil carbon
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drawdown and storage and greenhouse gas
emissions reduction by primary production
type and production region.

(B) DATABASE.—The Secretary shall—

(i) establish an accessible and interoper-
able database for the inventory established
under subparagraph (A) using the measure-
ment system established under paragraph
(1); and

(ii) improve and update the database as
new data is collected, but not less frequently
than once every 2 years.

(3) CRITERIA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish criteria for payments under the pro-
gram to inform policy and markets estab-
lished to promote greenhouse gas emissions
reductions.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The criteria estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall—

(i) have a documented likelihood of pro-
viding long-term net greenhouse gas emis-
sions reductions, according to the best avail-
able science;

(ii) be based in part on environmental im-
pact modeling of the changes of shifting
from baseline practices to new or improved
practices; and

(iii) prevent, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the degradation of other natural re-
source or environmental conditions.

(4) MEASUREMENT, REPORTING, MONITORING,
AND VERIFICATION SERVICES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary—

(i) shall provide services described in sub-
paragraph (B) to eligible producers partici-
pating in the program; and

(ii) may approve and provide oversight of 1
or more third-party agents to provide serv-
ices described in subparagraph (B) to eligible
producers participating in the program.

(B) SERVICES DESCRIBED.—Services referred
to in subparagraph (A) are determining the
greenhouse gas emissions reduction by—

(i) measurement;

(ii) reporting;

(iii) monitoring; and

(iv) verification.

(C) USE OF PROTOCOLS.—Services referred
to in subparagraph (A) shall be provided
using—

(i) the measurement system described in
paragraph (1); and

(ii) the criteria described in paragraph (3).

(D) PRIVACY AND DATA SECURITY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish—

(I) safeguards to protect the privacy of in-
formation that is submitted through or re-
tained by a third-party agent approved under
subparagraph (A), including employees and
contractors of the third-party agent; and

(IT) such other rules and standards of data
security as the Secretary determines to be
appropriate to carry out this subsection.

(ii) PENALTIES.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish penalties for any violations of privacy or
confidentiality under clause (i).

(E) DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION.—

(i) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE.—Information col-
lected for purposes of services provided
under subparagraph (A) may be disclosed to
the public—

(I) if the information is transformed into a
statistical or aggregate form such that the
information does not include any identifi-
able or personal information of individual
producers; or

(IT) in a form that may include identifiable
or personal information of a producer only if
that producer consents to the disclosure of
the information.

(ii) RESEARCH, AUDIT, AND PROGRAM IM-
PROVEMENT.—Information collected for the
purposes of services provided under subpara-
graph (A) may be disclosed for the purposes
of providing technical assistance, including
audit, research, or improvement of a pro-
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gram under this section, either in aggregate
or in a form that includes identifiable or per-
sonal information of a producer, if the Sec-
retary obtains adequate assurances that—

(I) the recipient shall ensure privacy safe-
guards of identifiable or personal informa-
tion of a producer; and

(IT) the release of any data to the public
will only occur only if the data has been
transformed into a statistical or aggregate
form.

(e) REGULATIONS.—Not later than July 1,
2025, the Secretary shall promulgate regula-
tions to carry out this section, including—

(1) the amount of a payment under sub-
section (¢), which shall be based on—

(A) the quantity of carbon dioxide equiva-
lent emissions reduced; and

(B) the considerations described in sub-
section (c)(3);

(2) a methodology that any third-party
agents approved under subsection
(d)(4)(A)(ii) shall use to provide the services
under that subsection, including—

(A) an accreditation process; and

(B) a conflict of interest policy; and

(3) provisions for the ownership and trans-
portability of data, including historical data,
generated by an eligible producer for the
purpose of determining eligibility for pay-
ments under the program.

SEC. 7. TRANSITION ASSISTANCE FOR IMPACTED
COMMUNITIES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(2) INDIVIDUAL WITH A BARRIER TO EMPLOY-
MENT.—The term ‘‘individual with a barrier
to employment” has the meaning given the
term in section 3 of the Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given the term in section 101 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001).

(4) LOCAL BOARD.—The term ‘‘local board’’
has the meaning given the term in section 3
of the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(5) RECOGNIZED POSTSECONDARY CREDEN-
TIAL.—The term ‘‘recognized postsecondary
credential” has the meaning given the term
in section 3 of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Economic Development.

(7) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means—

(A) a State;

(B) the District of Columbia;

(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and

(D) any other territory or possession of the
United States.

(8) STATE BOARD.—The term ‘‘State board”’
has the meaning given the term in section 3
of the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(9) SUPPORTIVE SERVICES.—The term ‘‘sup-
portive services’” has the meaning given the
term in section 3 of the Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(b) GRANTS.—The Secretary, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Labor, shall pro-
vide grants to eligible entities to assist in
the transition to a low- or zero-greenhouse
gas emitting economy.

(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity eligible
to receive a grant under this section is a
labor organization, an institution of higher
education, a unit of State or local govern-
ment, an Indian Tribe, an economic develop-
ment organization, a nonprofit organization,
community-based organization, or inter-
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mediary, or a State board or local board that
serves or is located in a community that—

(1) as determined by the Secretary, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Labor, has
been or will be impacted by economic
changes in carbon-intensive industries, in-
cluding in an energy community (as defined
in section 45(b)(11) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986);

(2) as determined by the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, has
been or is at risk of being impacted by ex-
treme weather events, sea level rise, and nat-
ural disasters related to climate change; or

(3) as determined by the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, has been
impacted by harmful residuals from a fossil
fuel or carbon-intensive industry.

(d) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity that
receives a grant under this section shall use
the grant for—

(1) economic and workforce development
activities, such as—

(A) job creation;

(B) providing reemployment and worker
transition assistance, including registered
apprenticeships, subsidized employment, job
training, transitional jobs, and supportive
services, with priority given to—

(i) workers impacted by changes in carbon-
intensive industries;

(ii) individuals with a barrier to employ-
ment; and

(iii) programs that lead to a recognized
postsecondary credential;

(C) local and regional investment, includ-
ing commercial and industrial economic di-
versification;

(D) export promotion; and

(E) establishment of a monthly subsidy
payment for workers who retire early due to
economic changes in carbon-intensive indus-
tries;

(2) climate change resiliency, such as—

(A) building electrical, communications,
utility, transportation, and other infrastruc-
ture in flood-prone areas above flood zone
levels;

(B) building flood and stormproofing meas-
ures in flood-prone areas and erosion-prone
areas;

(C) increasing the resilience of a surface
transportation infrastructure asset to with-
stand extreme weather events and climate
change impacts;

(D) improving stormwater infrastructure;

(E) increasing the resilience of agriculture
to extreme weather;

(F) ecological restoration;

(G) increasing the resilience of forests to
wildfires;

(H) increasing coastal resilience; and

(I) implementing heat island cooling strat-
egies;

(3) environmental remediation and restora-
tion projects of fossil fuel industry facilities
that are abandoned or retired, or closed due
to bankruptcy, and residuals from carbon-in-
tensive industries, such as—

(A) coal ash and petroleum coke cleanup;

(B) mine reclamation;

(C) reclamation and plugging of abandoned
oil and natural gas wells on private and pub-
lic land; and

(D) remediation of impaired waterways and
drinking water resources; or

(4) other activities as the Secretary, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Labor, the
Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, de-
termines to be appropriate.

(e) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) LABOR STANDARDS; NONDISCRIMINA-
TION.—An eligible entity that receives a
grant under this section shall use the funds
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in a manner consistent with sections 181 and
188 of the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3241, 3248).

(2) WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AI1l laborers and mechan-
ics employed by eligible entities to carry out
projects and activities funded directly by or
assisted in whole or in part by a grant under
this section shall be paid at wages at rates
not less than those prevailing on projects of
a similar character in the locality as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Labor in accord-
ance with subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title
40, United States Code (commonly known as
the ‘‘Davis-Bacon Act”).

(B) AUTHORITY.—With respect to the labor
standards specified in subparagraph (A), the
Secretary of Labor shall have the authority
and functions set forth in Reorganization
Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5
U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40,
United States Code.

(3) BUY AMERICA REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AII iron, steel, and manu-
factured goods used for projects and activi-
ties carried out with a grant under this sec-
tion shall be produced in the United States.

(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
requirement in subparagraph (A) if the Sec-
retary finds that—

(i) enforcing the requirement would be in-
consistent with the public interest;

(ii) the iron, steel, and manufactured goods
produced in the United States are not pro-
duced in a sufficient and reasonably avail-
able amount or are not of a satisfactory
quality; or

(iii) enforcing the requirement will in-
crease the overall cost of the project or ac-
tivity by more than 25 percent.

(f) COORDINATION.—AnN eligible entity that
receives a grant under this section is encour-
aged to collaborate or partner with other eli-
gible entities and impacted communities in
planning and carrying out activities with
that grant.

(g) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which the Secretary establishes
the grant program under this section, the
Secretary and the Secretary of Labor shall
submit to Congress a report on the effective-
ness of the grant program, including—

(1) the number of individuals that have re-
ceived reemployment or worker transition
assistance under this section;

(2) a description of any job creation activi-
ties carried out with a grant under this sec-
tion and the number of jobs created from
those activities;

(3) the percentage of individuals that have
received reemployment or worker transition
assistance under this section who are, during
the second and fourth quarters after exiting
the program—

(A) in education or training activities; or

(B) employed;

(4) the average wages of individuals that
have received reemployment or worker tran-
sition assistance under this section during
the second and fourth quarters after exit
from the program;

(5) a description of any regional invest-
ment activities carried out with a grant
under this section;

(6) a description of any export promotion
activities carried out with a grant under this
section, including—

(A) a description of the products promoted;
and

(B) an analysis of any increase in exports
as a result of the promotion;

(7) a description of any resilience activities
carried out with a grant under this section;

(8) a description of any cleanup activities
from fossil fuel industry facilities or carbon-
intensive industries carried out with a grant
under this section; and
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(9) the distribution of funding among geo-
graphic and socioeconomic groups, including
urban and rural communities, low-income
communities, communities of color, and In-
dian Tribes.

(h) FUNDING.—

(1) INITIAL FUNDING.—There is appropriated
to the Secretary, out of any funds in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated,
$5,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 and
2026 to carry out this section, to remain
available until expended.

(2) AMERICA’S CLEAN FUTURE FUND.—The
Secretary shall carry out this section using
amounts made available from the America’s
Clean Future Fund under section 9512 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as added by
section 4).

SEC. 8. STUDY ON CARBON PRICING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1,
2028, the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (referred to in
this section as the ‘‘Administrator’’) shall
seek to enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences under which the
National Academy of Sciences shall carry
out a study not less frequently than once
every 5 years to evaluate the effectiveness of
the fees established under sections 4692 and
4693 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 in
achieving the following goals:

(1) A net reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 45 percent, based on 2018 levels, by
2030.

(2) A net reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 100 percent, based on 2018 levels, by
2050.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In executing the agree-
ment under subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator shall ensure that, in carrying out a
study under that subsection, the National
Academy of Sciences—

(1) includes an evaluation of—

(A) total annual greenhouse gas emissions
by the United States, including greenhouse
gas emissions not subject to the fees de-
scribed in that subsection;

(B) the historic trends in the total green-
house gas emissions evaluated under sub-
paragraph (A); and

(C) the impacts of the fees established
under sections 4692 and 4693 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 on changes in the levels
of fossil fuel-related localized air pollutants
in environmental justice communities (as
defined in section 2(e)(1));

(2) analyzes the extent to which green-
house gas emissions have been or would be
reduced as a result of current and potential
future policies, including—

(A) a projection of greenhouse gas emis-
sions reductions that would result if the reg-
ulations of the Administrator were to be ad-
justed to impose stricter limits on green-
house gas emissions than the goals described
in that subsection, with a particular focus on
greenhouse gas emissions not subject to the
fees described in that subsection;

(B) the status of greenhouse gas emissions
reductions that result from the fees estab-
lished under sections 4692 and 4693 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986;

(C) a projection of greenhouse gas emis-
sions reductions that would result if the fees
established under those sections were annu-
ally increased—

(i) at the current price path; and

(ii) above the current price path;

(D) an analysis of greenhouse gas emis-
sions reductions that result from the policies
of States, units of local government, Tribal
communities, and the private sector; and

(E) the status and projections of
decarbonization in other major economies;
and

(3) submits a report to the Administrator,
Congress, and the Board of Directors of the
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Climate Change Finance Corporation de-

scribing the results of the study.

SEC. 9. ESTABLISHMENT OF TARGETS FOR CAR-
BON SEQUESTRATION BY LAND AND
WATER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chair of the Council
on Environmental Quality, in consultation
with the Secretaries of Agriculture, Com-
merce, and the Interior, the Chief of Engi-
neers, and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, shall—

(1) establish a target for carbon sequestra-
tion that can reasonably be achieved
through enhancing the ability of public and
private land and water to function as natural
carbon sinks;

(2) develop strategies for meeting that tar-
get; and

(3) develop strategies to expand protections
for ecosystems that sequester carbon and
provide resiliency benefits, such as—

(A) flood protection;

(B) soil and beach retention;

(C) erosion reduction;

(D) biodiversity;

(E) water purification; and

(F) nutrient cycling.

(b) REPORT.—As soon as practicable after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Chair
of the Council on Environmental Quality
shall submit to Congress a report describ-
ing—

(1) the target and strategies described in
paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (a);
and

(2) any additional statutory authorities or
authorized funding levels needed to success-
fully implement those strategies.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
and Mr. BOOKER):

S. 5122, A bill to establish the Julius
Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools Na-
tional Historical Park, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 5122

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ¢Julius
Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools National
Historical Park Act”.

SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to establish a unit of the National Park
System—

(A) to commemorate the life and legacy of
Julius Rosenwald, who—

(i) was the son of German-Jewish immi-
grants;

(ii) helped make Sears, Roebuck and Co.
the leading retailer in the United States for
many years;

(iii) used his enormous fortune to become a
visionary philanthropist; and

(iv) partnered with Booker T. Washington
and approximately 5,000 African-American
communities in the segregated South to
build schools for children who had few or no
educational opportunities;

(B) to recognize the impact of the Rosen-
wald Schools, which—

(i) were constructed between 1912 and 1932
in 15 States; and

(ii) educated more than 600,000 African-
American children, including a number of
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graduates who became leaders in the civil
rights movement, such as—

(D) Representative John Lewis;

(IT) Maya Angelou;

(IIT) Medgar Evers;

(IV) Nina Simone; and

(V) Carlotta Walls LaNier;

(C) to honor other important parts of the
legacy of Julius Rosenwald, including—

(i) the Julius Rosenwald Fund, which—

(I) between 1928 and 1948, awarded fellow-
ships to nearly 900 talented men and
women—

(aa) 25 of whom were African Americans;
and

(bb) including—

(AA) Marian Anderson;

(BB) Langston Hughes;

(CC) Ralph Bunche;

(DD) James Baldwin;

(EE) Dr. Charles Drew;

(FF) Ralph Ellison; and

(GG) Woody Guthrie; and

(IT) supported early legal cases of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of
Colored People that led to the Supreme
Court opinion in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation of Topeka, 347 U.S. 483 (1954);

(ii) founding the Jewish Federation of Met-
ropolitan Chicago;

(iii) service as a member of the board of
Jane Addams’ Hull House for 20 years;

(iv) being a founding donor of the Chicago
Museum of Science and Industry; and

(v) otherwise embodying social justice;

(2) to preserve a small number of rep-
resentative sites of the Rosenwald Schools,
including the San Domingo School in
Sharptown, Maryland, and to establish a
headquarters and visitor center for the Ju-
lius Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools Na-
tional Historical Park within or near the
former Sears Merchandising Complex in
North Lawndale in the city of Chicago, Illi-
nois, to enlighten visitors on—

(A) the overall life and legacy of Julius
Rosenwald; and

(B) the ways in which the Rosenwald
Schools—

(i) affected African-American education in
the South; and

(ii) helped to make the United States a
more democratic society; and

(3) to establish a network in the National
Park Service to connect the remaining
Rosenwald Schools to disseminate more
fully the story of the Rosenwald Schools
throughout the United States.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘Map’’ means the map
prepared under section 4(b)(2)(A).

(2) NETWORK.—The term ‘‘Network’ means
the Rosenwald Schools National Network es-
tablished under section 5(a)(1).

(3) PARK.—The term ‘‘Park’ means the Ju-
lius Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools Na-
tional Historical Park established by section
4(a)(1).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 4. JULIUS ROSENWALD AND ROSENWALD
SCHOOLS NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PARK.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
there is established as a unit of the National
Park System the Julius Rosenwald and
Rosenwald Schools National Historical Park.

(2) DETERMINATION BY THE SECRETARY.—

(A) DATE OF ESTABLISHMENT.—The Park
shall not be established until the date on
which the Secretary determines that a suffi-
cient quantity of land or interests in land
within the boundary of the Park has been ac-
quired to constitute a manageable unit.

(B) FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE.—The Sec-
retary shall publish in the Federal Register
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notice of a determination under subpara-
graph (A).

(b) BOUNDARY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Park shall consist of
the following:

(A) The 40-acre site selected for the Sears
merchandising complex constructed in 1905—
1906, which includes the original Sears Ad-
ministration Building, the catalog building,
the power plant, and the Nichols Tower,
which now comprise the Sears Roebuck and
Company Complex National Historic Land-
mark, and the Sears Sunken Garden directly
across the street from the Sears Administra-
tion Building.

(B) The San Domingo Rosenwald School in
Sharptown, Maryland, as generally depicted
on the Map.

(C) Any Rosenwald School or other area
designated by Congress to be included in the
Park after the date of enactment of this Act.

(2) MAaP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AS soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a map of the bound-
ary of the Park.

(B) AVAILABILITY.—The Map shall be on file
and available for public inspection in the ap-
propriate offices of the National Park Serv-
ice.

(¢) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister land within the boundary of the
Park in accordance with—

(A) this section; and

(B) the laws generally applicable to units
of the National Park System, including—

(i) sections 100101(a), 100751(a), 100752,
100753, and 102101 of title 54, United States
Code; and

(ii) chapters 1003 and 3201 of title 54, United
States Code.

(2) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—To further the purposes
of this section and notwithstanding chapter
63 of title 31, United States Code, the Sec-
retary may enter into cooperative agree-
ments with the State of Illinois, the city of
Chicago, the State of Maryland, other appro-
priate State and local government officials,
and public and nonpublic entities, subject to
subparagraph (B)—

(i) to support collaborative interpretive
and educational programs at non-Federal
historic properties within the boundary of
the Park; and

(ii) to identify, interpret, and provide as-
sistance for the preservation of non-Federal
land within the boundary of the Park and at
sites related to the Park but located outside
the boundaries of the Park, including pro-
viding for—

(I) the placement of directional and inter-
pretive signage;

(IT) exhibits; and

(ITII) technology-based and other interpre-
tive devices.

(B) PUBLIC ACCESS.—A cooperative agree-
ment entered into under this paragraph shall
provide for reasonable public access to any
property subject to the cooperative agree-
ment.

(3) USE OF FUNDS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may use
appropriated funds to carry out a project to
mark, interpret, improve, restore, or provide
technical assistance with respect to the pres-
ervation and interpretation of any property
that is subject to a cooperative agreement
under paragraph (2).

(B) INCONSISTENT PURPOSES.—AnNy payment
made by the Secretary under this section
shall be subject to an agreement that the
conversion, use, or disposal of a project car-
ried out under subparagraph (A) for purposes
that are inconsistent with the purposes of
this section, as determined by the Secretary,
shall result in a right of the United States to
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reimbursement in an amount that is the
greater of—

(i) the amount provided by the Secretary
to the project; and

(ii) an amount equal to the increase in the
value of the project that is attributable to
the funds, as determined by the Secretary as
of the date of the conversion, use, or dis-
posal.

(4) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Secretary may, within the National
Historic Landmark District in Chicago, Illi-
nois—

(i) acquire a facade or other easement in-
terest on the Nichols Tower; and

(ii) enter into a lease or other agreement
for purposes of providing for administration
of the Park and appropriate visitor services.

(B) OUTSIDE OF PARK BOUNDARY.—If the
Secretary is unable to identify appropriate
space for administration and visitor services
in accordance with subparagraph (A)(ii), the
Secretary may acquire the appropriate land
or interests in land, or enter into other ap-
propriate agreements, in the vicinity of, but
outside the boundary of the Park, for admin-
istration and visitor services.

(C) LIMITATION.—The San Domingo School
in Sharptown, Maryland, may only be ac-
quired by the Secretary under this section
by—

(i) donation;

(ii) purchase with donated funds; or

(iii) exchange.

(5) INTERPRETATION.—To further the dis-
semination of information about the life and
legacy of Julius Rosenwald, with an empha-
sis on the partnership of Julius Rosenwald
with Booker T. Washington and the approxi-
mately 5,000 communities in the South that
led to the establishment and success of the
Rosenwald Schools, the Secretary shall in-
clude interpretation of the story of Julius
Rosenwald at—

(A) the Lincoln Home National Historic
Site in the State of Illinois, within the
boundary of which is located the home of Ju-
lius Rosenwald; and

(B) the Tuskegee Institute National His-
toric Site in the State of Alabama, which
was founded by Booker T. Washington for
the education of African Americans and at
which architects designed the early Rosen-
wald Schools.

(6) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Not later than 3
fiscal years after the date on which funds are
first made available to carry out this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall complete a general
management plan for the Park in accordance
with—

(A) section 100502 of title 54, United States
Code; and

(B) any other applicable laws.

SEC. 5. ROSENWALD SCHOOLS NATIONAL NET-
WORK.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

(1) establish, within the National Park
Service, a program to be known as the
“Rosenwald Schools National Network’’;

(2) as soon as practicable after the date of
enactment of this Act, solicit proposals from
sites, facilities, and programs interested in
being a part of the Network; and

(3) administer the Network.

(b) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—In carrying
out the Network, the Secretary shall—

(1) review studies and reports to com-
plement and not duplicate studies of the his-
torical importance of the Rosenwald
Schools;

(2) produce and disseminate appropriate
educational and promotional materials re-
lating to the life and work of Julius Rosen-
wald and the Rosenwald Schools that are
part of the Network, such as handbooks,
maps, interpretive guides, or electronic in-
formation;
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(3) enter into appropriate cooperative
agreements and memoranda of under-
standing to provide assistance, as appro-
priate;

(4)(A) create and adopt an official, uniform
symbol or device for the Network; and

(B) issue regulations for the use of the
symbol or device adopted under this para-
graph;

(5) conduct research relating to the Rosen-
wald Schools;

(6) make recommendations for any addi-
tional Rosenwald School sites that should be
considered for inclusion within the Park due
to the significance, integrity, and need for
management by the National Park Service of
the sites; and

(7) have the authority to provide grants to
Network elements described in subsection
(c).

(c) ELEMENTS.—The Network shall encom-
pass the following elements:

(1) All units and programs of the National
Park Service that are determined by the
Secretary to relate to the story of Julius
Rosenwald and the Rosenwald Schools.

(2) Other Federal, State, local, and pri-
vately owned properties that the Secretary
determines—

(A) relate to Julius Rosenwald and the
Rosenwald Schools; and

(B) are included in, or determined by the
Secretary to be eligible for inclusion in, the
National Register of Historic Places.

(3) Other governmental and nongovern-
mental sites, facilities, and programs of an
educational, research, or interpretive nature
that are directly related to Julius Rosenwald
and the Rosenwald Schools.

(d) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AND MEMO-
RANDA OF UNDERSTANDING.—To achieve the
purposes of this section and to ensure effec-
tive coordination of the Federal and non-
Federal elements of the Network and units
and programs of the National Park Service,
the Secretary may enter into cooperative
agreements and memoranda of under-
standing with, and provide technical assist-
ance to, the heads of other Federal agencies,
States, units of local government, regional
governmental bodies, and private entities.

————————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 830—RECOG-
NIZING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY
OF PURDUE UNIVERSITY ENGI-
NEERING

Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 830

Whereas, in 1862, President Abraham Lin-
coln signed the Act of July 2, 1862 (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘First Morrill Act’’) (12
Stat. 503, chapter 130; 7 U.S.C. 301 et seq.),
which granted land to States that agreed to
use the land to teach ‘‘agriculture and the
mechanic arts’’;

Whereas the Indiana General Assembly—

(1) in 1865, voted to participate in the Act
of July 2, 1862 (commonly known as the
“First Morrill Act’) (12 Stat. 503, chapter
130; 7 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), and planned to build
an institution; and

(2) in 1869, chose Lafayette, Indiana, in
Tippecanoe County, for the new institution,
Purdue University;

Whereas, in 1874, the first engineering stu-
dent at Purdue University began taking en-
gineering classes with an engineering in-
structor;
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Whereas, in 1882, 1888, and 1904, Elwood
Mead received degrees from Purdue Univer-
sity, and, in the 1930s, Elwood Mead directed
the development of the Hoover Dam;

Whereas, in 1891, the 85,000-pound test loco-
motive Schenectady, the original ‘‘Boiler-
maker Special,” arrived at Purdue Univer-
sity to be used in the first locomotive test-
ing lab of its kind;

Whereas Reginald Fessenden—

(1) from 1892 to 1893, while at Purdue Uni-
versity, initiated experiments for wireless
transmission of the human voice-radio; and

(2) in 1900, succeeded in sending the first
wireless transmission of the human voice-
radio;

Whereas, in 1921, Donovan Berlin grad-
uated from Purdue University and later de-
signed important World War II planes, the P-
40 and P-36, the only numerous battle-ready
fighters available in the United States at the
outbreak of the war;

Whereas, in 1921, Games Slayter graduated
from Purdue University and later developed
coarse fibers that facilitated the commercial
production of the first fiberglass product;

Whereas, in 1927, Roscoe George graduated
from Purdue University and later, with col-
league Howard Helm, became the inventor of
all-electronic television receivers;

Whereas, in 1929, Charles Ellis, a professor
of civil engineering at Purdue University
from 1934 to 1946, drew the blueprint design
for the Golden Gate Bridge and oversaw test
borings for, and the surveying and setting of,
the towers of the Golden Gate Bridge;

Whereas, in 1933, Edward Purcell graduated
from Purdue University and, in 1952, with
Felix Bloch, won the Nobel Prize in Physics
for finding a way to detect the extremely
weak magnetism of the atomic nucleus;

Whereas, from 1935 to 1937, Amelia Earhart
was a visiting professor in the aeronautical
engineering department of Purdue Univer-
sity;

Whereas, in 1907 and 1948, John Atalla
earned degrees from Purdue University and
later co-developed the metal-oxide-semicon-
ductor field-effect transistor, the most wide-
ly used type of integrated circuit in the
world and the most manufactured human ar-
tifact in history;

Whereas Iven C. Kincheloe, Jr.—

(1) graduated from Purdue University in
1949;

(2) in 1956, became the Air Force test pilot
that flew the Bell X-2 to 126,000 feet, becom-
ing the first person to reach space; and

(3) was selected to fly the X-15 to become
first citizen of the United States in space,
but was killed in another test flight on July
26, 1958;

Whereas, in 1947, 1948, 1950, and 1981, Robert
C. Forney earned degrees from Purdue Uni-
versity and later led the development of
many new polymeric resins, most notably
Dacron polyester fiber;

Whereas Virgil “‘Gus’ Grissom—

(1) graduated from Purdue University in
1950;

(2) in 1959, was in the first group of astro-
nauts in the United States;

(3) in 1961, was the second citizen of the
United States in space, piloting Mercury-
Redstone 4;

(4) was the command pilot for Gemini 3,
the first 2-person space flight of the United
States; and

(5) would eventually die while serving the
United States on January 27, 1967, in the
Apollo 1 flash fire at Kennedy Space Center;

Whereas, in 1955, Neil Armstrong grad-
uated from Purdue University and later be-
came the first person on the Moon;

Whereas, in 1956, Gene Cernan graduated
from Purdue University and became the last
person to set foot on the Moon as of 2024;
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Whereas, in 1960, Paul McEnroe graduated
from Purdue University and developed the
globally ubiquitous barcode;

Whereas, in 1969, Purdue University found-
ed the Women in Engineering Program, a
first-of-its-kind program in the United
States and model for other universities that
aimed to recruit women into the engineering
field, and to help retain women while at the
Purdue University campus;

Whereas, in 1974, Les Geddes began a dis-
tinguished teaching and research career at
Purdue University that spawned life-saving
innovations including—

(1) burn treatments;

(2) miniature defibrillators;

(3) ligament repair; and

(4) tiny blood pressure monitors for pre-
mature infants;

Whereas, in 1974, the Purdue University
Black Society of Engineers invited every
Black engineering society to a conference at
Purdue University and, from that meeting,
the National Society of Black Engineers was
created and became the largest student-man-
aged organization in the United States, with
more than 20,000 members and more than 790
chapters on college and university campuses;

Whereas, Purdue University is known as
the ‘“‘Cradle of Astronauts’, as 27 graduates
of Purdue University have been selected for
space travel and nearly Y53 of United States
spaceflights have included a graduate of Pur-
due University;

Whereas, Purdue University is home to
various academic programs that rank in the
top 10 in the United States, including pro-
grams for—

(1) agricultural and biological engineering;

(2) industrial engineering;

(3) aeronautics and astronautics;

(4) civil engineering;

(5) mechanical engineering;

(6) electrical and computer engineering;
and

(7) environmental and ecological engineer-
ing;

Whereas, as of 2024, Purdue University pro-
duces more than 5 percent of engineering
students in the United States, and continues
to expand; and

Whereas Purdue University has produced
several Nobel Prize laureates, astronauts,
and numerous ideas that have advanced hu-
mankind: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes—

(A) the 150th Anniversary of Purdue Uni-
versity Engineering;

(B) the consequential impact that Purdue
University Engineering, and other programs
at Purdue University, have had on the
United States and the world, due to the engi-
neering research, study, and feats of their
graduates;

(C) that Purdue University Engineering—

(i) continues to provide nationally recog-
nized programs for its students; and

(ii) is a treasured resource for individuals
in the great State of Indiana, the United
States, and the world; and

(2) encourages individuals in the United
States to celebrate Purdue University Engi-
neering and its graduates on their accom-
plishments and contributions to the world.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  831—SUP-
PORTING THE INCLUSION OF
THE WOMEN OF SUDAN 1IN

UNITED STATES EFFORTS TO
END THE CONFLICT IN SUDAN

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
BOOKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:



September 19, 2024

S. RES. 831

Whereas the women of Sudan have long led
the fight for democracy in Sudan, including
by establishing the Sudanese Women’s Union
after Sudan won its independence;

Whereas, following the end of the regime of
Omar al-Bashir in April 2019, many Sudanese
women mobilized and advocated for a civil-
ian transitional government and secured
progress such as the criminalization of fe-
male genital mutilation, the repeal of strict
public order laws that governed the presence
and attire of women in public spaces, and the
codification of women’s rights in the transi-
tional constitution;

Whereas, despite making progress toward
the meaningful inclusion of women in the po-
litical process, women in Sudan were largely
left out of peace efforts and talks to transi-
tion to a civilian government;

Whereas many Sudanese women led and
participated in protests to hold their govern-
ment accountable during the transitional pe-
riod and against the overthrow of Sudan’s ci-
vilian transitional government by General
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, chair of the transi-
tional Sovereign Council and head of the Su-
danese Armed Forces, and other members of
the Transitional Military Council, including
Rapid Support Forces commander Lieuten-
ant General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo
(Hemedti);

Whereas, in response to the protests, mili-
tary officials conducted a crackdown on
peaceful protestors that included
extrajudicial killings, forced disappearances,
torture, and the use of sexual- and gender-
based violence to silence and oppress women;

Whereas, despite calls for accountability
by the women of Sudan and the inter-
national community, numerous perpetrators
of human rights abuses in Sudan have never
been brought to justice, including those who
perpetrated violence under the Omar al-
Bashir regime, during the protests to end the
regime, and as part of the military junta
that took power from the transitional gov-
ernment;

Whereas the systemic oppression of
protestors has facilitated democratic back-
sliding and perpetuated a culture of impu-
nity in Sudan;

Whereas, on April 15, 2023, war broke out in
Sudan between the Rapid Support Forces
and the Sudanese Armed Forces, resulting in
thousands of civilian casualties and a crisis
for the future of democratic governance in
Sudan;

Whereas Sudan is facing the world’s larg-
est internal displacement crisis with more
than 11,000,000 people internally displaced;

Whereas Sudan is facing the world’s worst
education crisis as more than 19,000,000 chil-
dren, more than half of whom are girls, are
out of school due to violence or displace-
ment;

Whereas Sudan is facing the world’s worst
hunger crisis as more than 25,000,000 people,
the majority of whom are women and chil-
dren, are facing acute food insecurity due to
the war;

Whereas, as of March 2024 in Sudan, more
than 1,000,000 women who are pregnant or
breastfeeding were facing acute malnutrition
and more than 3,000,000 children were facing
acute malnutrition, and the nutrition situa-
tion has since deteriorated sharply;

Whereas the Famine Review Committee
has determined that famine is taking place
in Zamzam camp in North Darfur, which is
home to more than 500,000 displaced people,
and the Famine Early Warning Network
warns that nearby areas, as well as other
parts of the Darfur and Kordofan regions and
the capital, Khartoum, also face a risk of
famine;
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Whereas, globally, women are more likely
to suffer during famines and go hungry in
the face of food insecurity;

Whereas the United Nations estimates that
more than 6,700,000 people in Sudan face
risks of gender-based violence;

Whereas, in October 2023, the Human
Rights Council established an independent
fact-finding mission for Sudan that found
that instances of sexual exploitation, sexual
slavery, and sexual abuse are occurring in
Sudan, particularly in areas controlled by
the Rapid Support Forces, in addition to tor-
ture, rape, and other forms of sexual vio-
lence;

Whereas instances of sexual violence in
Sudan are primarily perpetrated by the
Rapid Support Forces as a tool to commit
genocide;

Whereas, since the war began, rates of do-
mestic violence in Sudan have increased;

Whereas hundreds of cases of rape have
been reported during the war, resulting in
one of the highest rates of rape during con-
flict ever reported;

Whereas rape and other forms of gender-
based violence are underreported, especially
during armed conflict;

Whereas Article 27 of the Geneva Conven-
tion (IV) relative to the Protection of Civil-
ian Persons in Time of War, done at Geneva
August 12, 1949 (commonly referred to as the
“Fourth Geneva Convention’’), recognizes
rape as a war crime in conflict settings;

Whereas sexual violence is used in many
conflict settings as a tool to humiliate, con-
trol, oppress, and defeat women and the com-
munities to which they belong;

Whereas approximately 80 percent of hos-
pitals and medical centers are not operating
in Sudan, resulting in unmet sexual and re-
productive health needs in addition to a lack
of essential medicine and other health serv-
ices;

Whereas more than half of internally dis-
placed persons in Sudan are women and girls,
and 88 percent of registered refugees fleeing
the war are women and children;

Whereas ethnic minorities in Sudan are at
increased risk of gender-based violence;

Whereas women and girls fleeing the war
have experienced gender-based violence in
refugee camps and host communities;

Whereas countries neighboring Sudan and
elsewhere have hosted Sudanese refugees and
worked to provide them with life-saving re-
sources;

Whereas, on February 26, 2024, the United
States appointed a Special Envoy for Sudan
to coordinate United States efforts to end
the conflict in Sudan, secure unhindered hu-
manitarian access, and support the Sudanese
people as they seek to fulfill their aspira-
tions for freedom, peace, and justice;

Whereas there has been a more than 60 per-
cent increase in the number of women and
girls requiring gender-based violence recov-
ery services since the start of the war;

Whereas humanitarian assistance, includ-
ing gender-responsive assistance, has been
consistently blocked by warring factions
from regions of Sudan impacted by the con-
flict;

Whereas the Peace for Sudan Platform,
which includes more than 49 women-led
peace, humanitarian, and civil society orga-
nizations, has advocated for an end to the
conflict and the protection of women and
girls;

Whereas hundreds of women peace activ-
ists from Sudan have called for an end to the
conflict and for justice for victims of the
conflict, including for survivors of gender-
based violence, including through forums
such as the United Nations Security Council,
the Jeddah talks, and other internationally
brokered ceasefire talks;
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Whereas, in August 2024, the United States
hosted peace talks in Switzerland and under-
scored the importance of the participation of
women in conflict resolution, but the talks
concluded without direct contact between
the warring factions or a path forward to end
the war;

Whereas, during the talks in Switzerland,
the United States, Saudi Arabia, Switzer-
land, the United Nations, the African Union,
Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates, call-
ing themselves the ‘‘Aligned for Advancing
Lifesaving and Peace in Sudan Group’’, were
able to secure commitments from the war-
ring parties to expand humanitarian routes,
but restrictions remain and ongoing hos-
tilities continue to hinder access, including
to famine-affected people in North Darfur;

Whereas the United States and its partners
and allies should continue to advocate for an
urgent end to the war that restores Sudan’s
path to democracy, holds perpetrators of the
conflict to account, and prioritizes the lead-
ership of Sudanese women;

Whereas it is the policy of the United
States to promote the inclusion of women in
peace negotiations and to integrate gender
considerations into the formation of United
States foreign policy; and

Whereas the Women, Peace, and Security
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-68) requires
training on the meaningful participation of
women in conflict prevention and resolution,
and when women participate in conflict reso-
lution and peace negotiations, peace plans
are 35 percent more likely to endure: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that the women of Sudan are
instrumental in ensuring a democratic and
peaceful Sudan and must be included in ne-
gotiating and forming the future of their
country;

(2) commends the women of Sudan for their
commitment to a civilian-led, democratic
government and their efforts to end the war
in Sudan;

(3) reaffirms support for the inclusion and
participation of Sudanese women in all secu-
rity-related discussions and peace negotia-
tions to ensure a gender-inclusive resolution
to the war in Sudan;

(4) notes with concern the ongoing lack of
education available for girls in Sudan and
the long-term impact lack of education
could have on the future of Sudan;

(5) supports the empowerment of women’s
organizations advocating for peace in Sudan
and efforts by the United States Special
Envoy for Sudan, foreign governments, and
multilateral institutions to document
human rights abuses, including gender-based
violence;

(6) urges additional resources for civil soci-
ety organizations in Sudan working to docu-
ment human rights abuses, including gender-
based violence;

(7) urges additional humanitarian assist-
ance, including for comprehensive gender-
based violence prevention and response;

(8) condemns the use of gender-based vio-
lence and rape as weapons of war;

(9) calls on all countries to support the
prosecution of actors involved in human
rights abuses and violations, including gen-
der-based violence, and to support an end to
the culture of impunity in Sudan;

(10) urges all parties involved in the con-
flict to allow for increased levels of humani-
tarian assistance to reach communities
across Sudan through all possible modalities,
particularly in Darfur, and for all countries
to support increased levels of humanitarian
assistance to Sudan, including through local
Sudanese nongovernmental organizations;
and

(11) urges the implementation of an imme-
diate ceasefire in Sudan by all parties and a
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commitment to include women from Sudan’s
civil society in internationally brokered
peace talks.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  832—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
SEPTEMBER 19, 2024, AS ‘NA-
TIONAL STILLBIRTH PREVEN-
TION DAY, RECOGNIZING TENS
OF THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES IN
THE UNITED STATES THAT
HAVE ENDURED A STILLBIRTH,
AND SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY
TO KEEP OTHER FAMILIES FROM
EXPERIENCING THE SAME TRAG-
EDY

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. KING, Mr.
HEINRICH, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 832

Whereas approximately 21,000 pregnancies
in the United States end in stillbirth each
year, and the lack of access to maternal
health care services has exacerbated the cri-
sis;

Whereas racial disparities persist in birth
outcomes, with Black, American Indian and
Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander, and Hispanic families at the
greatest risk of losing a baby to stillbirth;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the annual
number of stillbirths far exceeds the number
of deaths among children under 15 years of
age due to sudden infant death syndrome,
car accidents, drowning, guns, fire, poison,
and flu combined;

Whereas stillbirths are devastating and
have a profound and lifelong impact on the
families who endure them;

Whereas losing a baby to stillbirth is
linked to an increased risk of maternal mor-
bidity and mortality;

Whereas, with increased awareness and
better data collection, the United States will
be able to better understand why stillbirths
in the United States are happening at an
alarming rate and identify what can be done
to combat this crisis;

Whereas proven stillbirth prevention ef-
forts have the power to save thousands of ba-
bies every year, and innovations in stillbirth
prevention could save thousands of addi-
tional families nationwide every year from
the heartache of losing a baby;

Whereas recognizing ‘‘National Stillbirth
Prevention Day’ is an opportunity to in-
crease awareness, support evidence-based
prevention efforts, promote research, en-
courage improved data collection and great-
er understanding, and provide support to
those who have experienced a stillbirth; and

Whereas ‘‘National Stillbirth Prevention
Day’—

(1) celebrates the passage of the Maternal
and Child Health Stillbirth Prevention Act
(Public Law 118-69; 138 Stat. 1485), which
opens up more Federal resources for still-
birth prevention activities and research; and

(2) calls on the President and all other Fed-
eral officials to use their authority to take
action to help reduce stillbirths and to en-
sure every expectant family is educated on
how to reduce the risk of losing a baby to
stillbirth: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Stillbirth Prevention Day’’;

(2) understands the importance of advanc-
ing evidence-based prevention efforts; and
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(3) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe ‘‘National Still-
birth Prevention Day’” with appropriate
awareness programs and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 833—COUN-
TERING DISINFORMATION, PROP-
AGANDA, AND MISINFORMATION
IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN, AND CALLING FOR
MULTI-STAKEHOLDER EFFORTS
TO ADDRESS THE SIGNIFICANT
DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS THAT

THE RISE IN DISINFORMATION,
PROPAGANDA, AND MISIN-
FORMATION IN REGIONAL IN-

FORMATION ENVIRONMENTS HAS
ON DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE,
HUMAN RIGHTS, AND UNITED
STATES NATIONAL INTERESTS

Mr. LUJAN (for himself, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. BENNET, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
WARNER, and Mr. MURPHY) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. REs. 833

Whereas the rights to freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of the press are core pillars
of democratic governance throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean, as recognized in
the Inter-American Democratic Charter,
done at Lima September 11, 2001;

Whereas the vulnerability of existing in-
formation environments in Latin America
and the Caribbean and the growing spread of
inaccurate or false news through
disinformation and misinformation activi-
ties pose serious threats to democratic gov-
ernance and human rights in the Americas,
which are likely to be further exacerbated by
the rise of disinformation generated and en-
hanced by artificial intelligence;

Whereas disinformation and misinforma-
tion activities in Latin American and the
Caribbean have—

(1) promoted harmful, false narratives
spread by the People’s Republic of China and
the Russian Federation, according to re-
search by Global Americans and the Equis
Institute, including with respect to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the unjustified inva-
sion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation;

(2) posed risks to the integrity of electoral
processes throughout the region, including
in Brazil, Colombia, and Mexico, according
to a report entitled ‘‘Disinformation in De-
mocracies: Strengthening Digital Resilience
in Latin America’ issued in March 2019 by
the Atlantic Council;

(3) contributed to protests in Bolivia,
Chile, Colombia, and Ecuador, oftentimes
amplified by operations linked to the Rus-
sian Federation, according to reporting by
the New York Times;

(4) contributed to the exploitation of mi-
grants by human smuggling networks that
drive irregular migration, according to mul-
tiple investigations by the Tech Trans-
parency Project; and

(5) contributed to a rise in xenophobic vio-
lence against migrants and refugees, accord-
ing to multiple sources, including the Dig-
ital Forensic Research Lab;

Whereas information environments are
closely interconnected between the United
States and Latin America and the Caribbean,
such that disinformation and misinforma-
tion flows between Latino populations in the
United States and populations in Latin
America and the Caribbean, according to a
report entitled ‘““Latinos and a Growing Cri-
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sis of Trust’ issued in June 2022 by the Equis
Institute;

Whereas, according to the report entitled
“Measuring the Impact of Misinformation,
Disinformation, and Propaganda in Latin
America’ issued in October 2021 by Global
Americans (referred to in this preamble as
the ‘““‘Global Americans Report’’), intra- and
extra-regional actors operate independently
and in tandem to create and spread
disinformation in Latin America and the
Caribbean on both traditional and digital
media platforms, including YouTube, Twit-
ter, Facebook, TikTok, WhatsApp, and Tele-
gram, where such activities are amplified
through coordinated inauthentic behavior,
such as the use of bots, trolls, and cyber
troops;

Whereas political actors throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean have manipu-
lated domestic information environments by
targeting citizens through disinformation
activities, including in—

(1) Brazil, where former President Jair
Bolsonaro had a direct role in spreading elec-
toral disinformation, according to the Supe-
rior Electoral Court of Brazil and the Fed-
eral Police of Brazil;

(2) El Salvador, where President Nayib
Bukele uses coordinated inauthentic net-
works to attack political opponents and bol-
ster the perception of support for his poli-
cies, according to reporting by Reuters;

(3) Guatemala, where malicious actors
with links to the then ruling party of former
President Alejandro Giammattei carried out
information operations to artificially am-
plify narratives eroding trust in the coun-
try’s 2023 electoral process and targeting
now President Bernardo Arevalo and his po-
litical party Semilla, according to research
by the Digital Forensic Research Lab;

(4) Honduras, where actors linked to
former President Juan Orlando Hernandez
developed coordinated inauthentic networks
to spread falsehoods about, and undermine
support for, opposition party candidates, ac-
cording to reporting by Time; 3

(5) Mexico, where President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador spreads false and misleading
narratives against the media and other inde-
pendent institutions, according to research
by the Digital Forensic Research Lab; and

(6) Venezuela, where actors linked to the
regime of Nicolas Maduro have engaged in a
sustained and synchronized campaign of
disinformation to undermine the country’s
2023-2024 electoral process, invalidate the re-
sults of such elections, and attack Maria
Corina Machado and other opposition lead-
ers, according to multiple sources, including
the Digital Forensic Research Lab;

Whereas, in addition to spreading and am-
plifying disinformation against their own
populations, authoritarian regimes in Cuba,
Nicaragua, and Venezuela have also engaged
in such activities against other countries in
the region for purposes of undermining
democratic values and spreading narratives
contrary to the interests of the United
States and its allies, including through co-
ordinated efforts with extra-regional actors,
such as publishing and amplifying false nar-
ratives by Russian state-controlled media
outlets;

Whereas, according to the Global Ameri-
cans Report, the Governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Russian Federa-
tion, and the Islamic Republic of Iran have
engaged in disinformation and propaganda
operations aimed at undermining the influ-
ence and interests of the United States in
Latin America and the Caribbean, particu-
larly through the use of state-affiliated
media networks targeting Spanish-speaking
audiences, such as CGTN TV and Xinhua
News, RT and Sputnik, and HispanTV;

Whereas, according to a public statement
by the Department of State on November 7,
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2023, the Russian Federation is ‘‘currently fi-
nancing an on-going, well-funded
disinformation campaign across Latin Amer-
ica’, including in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile,
Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Venezuela, Brazil,
Ecuador, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Uru-
guay,

Whereas, according to the Digital Forensic
Research Lab and EUvsDisinfo, the Russian
Federation considers social media outreach
to Spanish-speaking and Portuguese-speak-
ing audiences an important component of its
state-sponsored media strategy, and the
Spanish-language social media accounts of
Kremlin-controlled media RT and Sputnik
have more followers and engagement than
their English- and Russian-language coun-
terparts and comparable programming from
the United States Agency for Global Media;

Whereas information environments in
Latin America and the Caribbean are further
distorted by the rise in the practice of
disinformation for hire, by which political
actors outsource information operations to
regional and extra-regional public relations
firms that impersonate local news outlets,
civic organizations, and other entities
through fake social media accounts and en-
gage in other deceptive practices to create
and amplify disinformation for profit;

Whereas the threats and effects of
disinformation and misinformation in Latin
America and the Caribbean are exacerbated

by—
(1) the widespread use of social media and
closed messaging platforms, where

disinformation and misinformation is spread
faster and farther, as primary communica-
tion and news sources, as indicated by the
Reuters Institute Digital News Report 2022;

(2) high barriers of access to other forms of
independent media and low media and digital
literacy rates that lead to the unintentional
spread of disinformation and misinforma-
tion;

(3) growing levels of distrust in public in-
stitutions, as indicated by recent
AmericasBarometer surveys by the Latin
American Public Opinion Project; and

(4) low levels of transnational coordination
among relevant stakeholders within the re-
gion;

Whereas, on March 3, 2017, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on Freedom of
Opinion and Expression, the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
Representative on Freedom of the Media, the
Organization of American States (OAS) Spe-
cial Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression,
and the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights Special Rapporteur on Free-
dom of Expression and Access to Information
issued a declaration entitled ‘‘Joint Declara-
tion on Freedom of Expression and Fake
News, Disinformation and Propaganda’,
which cautioned against the criminalization
and regulation of disinformation and misin-
formation activities and called instead for
joint efforts by relevant stakeholders;

Whereas some current efforts by govern-
ments in Latin American and the Caribbean
to counter disinformation raise serious free-
dom of expression concerns that run counter
to the recommendations made in the ‘‘Joint
Declaration on Freedom of Expression and
Fake News, Disinformation and Propa-
ganda’’;

Whereas government and political actors
in some Latin American and Caribbean coun-
tries have undertaken notable efforts to ad-
dress the threat of disinformation in ways
consistent with the protection of freedoms of
expression and the press, including—

(1) political parties in Uruguay, which
signed an ethics pact in April 2019 pledging
to not generate or promote disinformation
against political adversaries; and

(2) the national electoral institution of
Panama, which engaged in joint workshops
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with the electoral institutions of Argentina
in June 2019 and Costa Rica in September
2021 to share best practices on monitoring
and countering information operations on
social media;

Whereas, despite discernible progress in
taking down accounts used by prominent,
often foreign-backed, disinformation net-
works to engage in coordinated inauthentic
activity and partnering with regional stake-
holders, efforts by social media companies,
including Facebook and Twitter, to address
disinformation and misinformation in Latin
America and the Caribbean continue to be
hampered by—

(1) insufficient resources and attention de-
voted to countering such activities in low-
and middle-income countries, as documented
by multiple sources, including the Facebook
Papers;

(2) significant gaps in the detection and en-
forcement of Spanish-language
disinformation and misinformation relative
to such English-language activities;

(3) enduring barriers to transparency and
access for social media datasets and algo-
rithms that are critical to independent
disinformation and misinformation research;
and

(4) limited cooperation among social media
companies on plans and best practices to
mitigate disinformation networks operating
across platforms;

Whereas independent media, civil society,
and academic groups have launched several
initiatives to address disinformation and
misinformation on social media and closed
messaging platforms in Latin America and
the Caribbean through fact-checking, media
and digital literacy, and information sharing
services, including Chequeado, Comprova,
Verificado, and Cazadores de Fake News; and

Whereas the United States has pursued ef-
forts to support the strengthening of infor-
mation environments, promote independent
media, and counter disinformation activities
in Latin America and the Caribbean, includ-
ing through initiatives led by the Global En-
gagement Center, the United States Agency
for International Development, the United
States Agency for Global Media, and United
States embassies in the region: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the serious threats the dis-
tortion of information environments through
the creation and amplification of
disinformation and misinformation on tradi-
tional and digital media platforms poses to
democratic governance and human rights in
Latin America and the Caribbean;

(2) denounces independent and coordinated
efforts by malicious actors to create and am-
plify disinformation in the Western Hemi-
sphere, including foreign information oper-
ations led by the Governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Russian Federa-
tion, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Cuba, and
Nicaragua and the Maduro regime in Ven-
ezuela;

(3) urges social media companies to take
additional steps to address how social media
platforms are used to facilitate malicious ac-
tivities, including disinformation, in Latin
America and the Caribbean, including by—

(A) devoting significantly more resources
to monitoring how such platforms are being
exploited to spread false news, incite vio-
lence, and interfere with democratic elec-
toral processes in the region;

(B) strengthening detection and removal
enforcement capabilities against sources of
Spanish-language and other mnon-English
disinformation content;

(C) improving transparency over regional
content moderation efforts to counter
disinformation, the training and auditing of
social media algorithms for Spanish-lan-
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guage and other non-English content, and
datasets critical for disinformation and mis-
information research;

(D) expanding and strengthening partner-
ships with local actors, including initiatives
with third-party fact checkers and inde-
pendent, democratic electoral institutions;

(E) investing in media and digital literacy
education in the region; and

(F) strengthening coordination with one
another on plans and best practices to help
limit the spread of disinformation content
online;

(4) calls on governments in Latin America
and the Caribbean to counter disinformation
activities and strengthen information envi-
ronments by—

(A) bolstering regional mechanisms to co-
ordinate responses and share best practices
on countering disinformation;

(B) advancing efforts by political parties
and other actors to publicly commit to re-
frain from generating or amplifying
disinformation content through coordinated
inauthentic behavior or outsourcing such ac-
tivities to public relations firms; and

(C) safeguarding and strengthening free
and independent media, promoting fact-
checking, increasing use of digital forensics,
and boosting media literacy efforts by civil
society, journalists, and academia; and

(5) calls on the President and the heads of
all relevant Federal agencies and depart-
ments to strengthen the role of the United
States in countering the creation and ampli-
fication of disinformation in Latin America
and the Caribbean and bolstering regional in-
formation environments, including by—

(A) increasing support for the activities de-
scribed in paragraph (4);

(B) ensuring strong support for and coordi-
nation of concurrent efforts between all rel-
evant bureaus and offices of the Department
of State and the United States Agency for
International Development;

(C) ensuring strong support for relevant ef-
forts within the United States Agency for
Global Media;

(D) convening regional fora, with partici-
pation from all relevant stakeholders, to dis-
cuss and develop methods to promote a
strong, independent media and counter the
spread and amplification of disinformation,
including through a high-level summit and a
Global Engagement Center Tech Challenge;

(E) pursuing measures—such as public
identification, targeted sanctions, and infor-
mation sharing and coordination with social
media companies in identifying accounts
spreading disinformation—to deter and hold
accountable government officials in Latin
America and the Caribbean who undermine
democratic governance by targeting inde-
pendent media or engaging in activities to
create and amplify disinformation; and

(F) strengthening the capacity of the
United States Government to mitigate the
impact and influence of local state-affiliated
media outlets of malicious extra-regional ac-
tors by offering objective, reliable, and accu-
rate information, including through—

(i) increased investment in public diplo-
macy programming by the United States in
Latin America and the Caribbean, particu-
larly programming aimed at engaging with
local audiences through social media and
messaging platforms; and

(ii) increased resources and programming
from the United States Agency for Global
Media tailored to audiences in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 834—RE-
AFFIRMING THE REPUBLIC OF
THE PHILIPPINES’ CLAIM OVER
SECOND THOMAS SHOAL AND
SUPPORTING THE FILIPINO PEO-
PLE IN THEIR EFFORTS TO COM-
BAT AGGRESSION BY THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN
THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr.
HAGERTY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 834

Whereas Second Thomas Shoal (also
known as ‘‘Ayungin Shoal’’) is located with-
in the Spratly Islands inside the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone;

Whereas in 1951, the United States and the
Republic of the Philippines signed the United
States-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty,
making the two countries treaty allies;

Whereas in 1999, the Philippine Navy inten-
tionally grounded the BRP Sierra Madre on
Second Thomas Shoal to establish a mari-
time outpost in the Spratly Islands;

Whereas since grounding the BRP Sierra
Madre, the Philippines has continuously
hosted a contingent of Philippine Marines on
the ship;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China
falsely claims ‘‘indisputable sovereignty”’
over Second Thomas Shoal and other areas
surrounding the shoal;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
repeatedly engaged in increasingly hostile
and aggressive behavior towards Filipino
fishermen and Coast Guard vessels around
Second Thomas Shoal, including by deploy-
ing tear gas, firing water cannons, delib-
erately ramming other vessels, and blocking
Philippine vessels’ maritime routes;

Whereas in December 2023, a vessel oper-
ated by the Coast Guard of the People’s Re-
public of China surrounded a Filipino supply
ship and assaulted it with water cannons as
it operated in an area around Second Thom-
as Shoal;

Whereas on May 19, 2024, the Coast Guard
of the People’s Republic of China harassed
and attempted to stop a Philippine vessel
that was evacuating sick personnel from the
BRP Sierra Madre;

Whereas on June 17, 2024, the Coast Guard
of the People’s Republic of China brutally as-
saulted a Philippine Coast Guard vessel en
route to resupply the BRP Sierra Madre,
which injured at least eight Filipino sailors
and caused one Filipino sailor to lose a
thumb;

Whereas on July 22, 2024, it was reported
that the People’s Republic of China and the
Republic of the Philippines reached an agree-
ment designed to reduce hostilities around
Second Thomas Shoal;

Whereas on August 19, 2024, the People’s
Republic of China ignored the July 22, 2024,
agreement and intentionally rammed two
Philippine Coast Guard vessels on a resupply
mission near Second Thomas Shoal;

Whereas on August 26, 2024, the People’s
Republic of China deployed 40 ships to block
two Philippine vessels, which were attempt-
ing to resupply the BRP Teresa Magbanua,
the flagship of the Philippine Coast Guard;

Whereas on August 31, 2024, vessels oper-
ated by the People’s Republic of China re-
peatedly rammed and surrounded the BRP
Teresa Magbanua in an area east of Second
Thomas Shoal, which caused damages to its
hull;

Whereas Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
has reiterated the United States policy that
“an armed attack on Philippine Armed
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Forces’ public vessels or aircraft in the Pa-
cific, including the South China Sea, would
invoke U.S. defense commitments under our
mutual defense treaty’’;

Whereas the Department of State has re-
affirmed that the United States ‘‘stands with
its ally, the Philippines, and condemns the
dangerous and escalatory actions by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China (PRC) against lawful
Philippine maritime operations ...”’; and

Whereas, the Department of State has also
stated, ‘“The United States reaffirms that
Article IV of the 1951 United States-Phil-
ippines Mutual Defense Treaty extends to
armed attacks on Philippine armed forces,
public vessels, or aircraft — including those
of its Coast Guard - anywhere in the South
China Sea’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that—

(A) Second Thomas Shoal lies within the
exclusive economic zone of the Republic of
the Philippines; and

(B) the People’s Republic of China’s effort
to harass and endanger Philippine vessels in
the area are violations of Philippine sov-
ereign rights;

(2) supports efforts to increase military as-
sistance to the Republic of the Philippines to
assist in its effort to combat blatant aggres-
sion by the People’s Republic of China in the
South China Sea, including near Second
Thomas Shoal;

(3) reaffirms the commitments made by
the United States to the Republic of the
Philippines in the 1951 United States-Phil-
ippines Mutual Defense Treaty; and

(4) encourages increased cooperation and
training with the Republic of the Phil-
ippines, including with the Philippine Coast
Guard, and strong investments in United
States shipbuilding and other United States
military capabilities to ensure that our obli-
gations to the Philippines will be carried
out.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 835—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE QUADRILATERAL SECURITY
DIALOGUE (THE ‘“QUAD’) AND
WELCOMING THE UPCOMING
QUAD LEADERS SUMMIT

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 835

Whereas Australia, India, Japan, and the
United States are 4 leading maritime democ-
racies representing nearly 2,000,000,000 people
and over Y3 of global gross domestic product;

Whereas this grouping of countries, known
as the “Quad”, was launched 20 years ago in
response to the devastating 2004 Indian
Ocean earthquake and tsunami;

Whereas, since its inception, the Quad
partners have demonstrated their commit-
ment to the success of the Indo-Pacific re-
gion by supporting regional institutions and
promoting cooperation, mutual respect for
sovereignty, and a rules-based international
order;

Whereas Quad Foreign Ministers have met
8 times since 2019;

Whereas Quad Leaders have met 5 times,
including twice virtually, since 2021, includ-
ing most recently in Sydney in 2023;

Whereas Quad country representatives con-
vene on a regular basis at all levels to ex-
change ideas and drive cooperation toward
our shared vision for a free and open Indo-
Pacific region;

Whereas the United States has directed
over $100,000,000 in foreign assistance to

September 19, 2024

Quad-related programs, designed to build an
Indo-Pacific region that is prosperous, se-
cure, connected, and resilient;

Whereas the Quad, through the Quad Vac-
cine Partnership, provided 400,000,000 COVID-
19 vaccines and expanded vaccine production
capacity in the Indo-Pacific region during
the COVID-19 pandemic and has strength-
ened the Indo-Pacific’s ability to detect and
respond to outbreaks of diseases with pan-
demic potential through the Health Security
Partnership;

Whereas, in 2022, the Quad established the
Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Do-
main Awareness to provide near-real-time,
cost-effective, cutting-edge maritime do-
main awareness, enabling over 2 dozen coun-
tries to monitor their waters, counter ille-
gal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, re-
spond to climate change and natural disas-
ters, and enforce their laws within their own
territorial waters;

Whereas the Quad continues to deliver
quality, resilient infrastructure around the
Indo-Pacific region to increase connectivity,
build regional capacity, and meet critical
needs;

Whereas the Quad welcomed the 2023
launch of the Quad Investors Network, a
nongovernmental network fostering private
sector investment into critical and emerging
technologies in Quad countries and across
the Indo-Pacific region;

Whereas the Quad has demonstrated lead-
ership in promoting the development and
governance of critical and emerging tech-
nologies, ensuring the protection of demo-
cratic values and human rights in the digital
age;

Whereas, in 2023, Quad Leaders launched
the Quad Partnership for Cable Connectivity
and Resilience and have invested in trusted
undersea cables to enhance digital
connectivity and secure, sustainable, and re-
silient telecommunications infrastructure
among the Pacific Islands;

Whereas, in 2023, the Quad launched an
Open RAN deployment in Palau to bring se-
cure, trusted information and communica-
tions technology infrastructure, the first
project of its kind in the Pacific;

Whereas the Quad has fostered people-to-
people exchanges between citizens of the
United States, Japan, India, and Australia
through exchange programs for infrastruc-
ture experts and STEM students, including
the Quad Fellowship program; and

Whereas, in September 2024, Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese of Australia, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of India, and Prime
Minister Kishida Fumio of Japan will visit
the United States for the fourth Quad Lead-
ers Summit at the invitation of President
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes the Quad Leaders to the
United States;

(2) recognizes the Quad’s significant con-
tributions to global health security, climate
resilience, maritime security, technological
cooperation, and economic development;

(3) welcomes and encourages sustained co-
operation among Quad countries;

(4) stands ready to support efforts to
strengthen the Quad and advance its objec-
tive of delivering tangible benefits for the
Indo-Pacific region;

(5) affirms the Quad as a centerpiece of
United States foreign policy within the Indo-
Pacific region;

(6) views the Quad as an important mecha-
nism for upholding the rules-based inter-
national order and a source of United States
strength;

(7) recognizes the importance of expanding
people-to-people programs between the 4
Quad member countries, Southeast Asia,
South Asia, and the Pacific Islands;
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(8) supports the annual provision of foreign
assistance funding to facilitate Quad-related
programs; and

(9) commits its support for the enduring
partnership among the Quad nations and
their commitment to promoting peace, secu-
rity, and prosperity.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3289. Mr. PAUL proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 9468, making supple-
mental appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses.

SA 3290. Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
WICKER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4638, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2025
for military activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and for
defense activities of the Department of En-
ergy, to ©prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3291. Mrs. MURRAY (for Mr. CARDIN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 288, to
prevent, treat, and cure tuberculosis glob-
ally.

SA 3292. Mrs. MURRAY (for Mr. PETERS)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 4698, to
authorize the Joint Task Forces of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3289. Mr. PAUL proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 9468, mak-
ing supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2024, and for other purposes; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . OFFSET.

Of the unobligated balances of the amount
made available under section 50141(b) of Pub-
lic Law 117-169 (136 Stat. 2043) (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Inflation Reduction Act’’),
$2,882,482,000 are rescinded.

SA 3290. Mr. REED (for himself and
Mr. WICKER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4638, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

DIVISION E—ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

TITLE LI—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and
Multiservice Matters
SEC. 5141. PROCUREMENT OF F-35 DEVELOP-
MENTAL TESTING AIRCRAFT.

Section 225(b) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public
Law 118-31; 137 Stat. 195) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘two’’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘three’’; and

(B) by striking ‘2030’ and inserting ‘2034’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
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‘(3) DEVELOPMENTAL TESTING MODIFICA-
TIONS.—Any developmental testing modifica-
tions to aircraft designated under paragraph
(1) may be procured using funds made avail-
able to the F-35 aircraft program for re-
search, development, test, and evaluation or
procurement of aircraft.”’.

TITLE LII—RESEARCH, TEST,
DEVELOPMENT, AND EVALUATION
Subtitle C—Plans, Reports, and Other

Matters
SEC. 5231. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE-ENABLED
WEAPON SYSTEMS CENTER OF EX-
CELLENCE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTER OF EXCEL-
LENCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish a center of excellence to sup-
port the development and maturation of ar-
tificial intelligence-enabled weapon systems
by organizations within the Department of
Defense that—

(A) were in effect on the day before the
date of the enactment of this Act; and

(B) have appropriate core competencies re-
lating to the functions specified in sub-
section (b).

(2) DESIGNATION.—The center of excellence
established pursuant to paragraph (1) shall
be known as the ‘‘Artificial Intelligence-En-
abled Weapon Systems Center of Excellence”
(in this section referred to as the ‘“‘Center’’).

(b) FuncTIONS.—The Center shall—

(1) capture, analyze, assess, and share les-
sons learned across the Department of De-
fense regarding the latest advancements in
artificial intelligence-enabled weapon sys-
tems, countermeasures, tactics, techniques
and procedures, and training methodologies;

(2) facilitate collaboration among the De-
partment of Defense and foreign partners, in-
cluding Ukraine, to identify and promulgate
best practices, standards, and benchmarks;

(3) facilitate collaboration among the De-
partment, industry, and academia in the
United States, including industry with ex-
pertise in autonomous weapon systems and
other nontraditional weapon systems that
utilize artificial intelligence as determined
by the Secretary;

(4) serve as a focal point for digital talent
training and upskilling for the Department,
and as the Secretary considers appropriate,
provide enterprise-level tools and solutions
based on these best practices, standards, and
benchmarks; and

(5) carry out such other responsibilities as
the Secretary determines appropriate.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall—

(1) submit to the congressional defense
committees a report that includes a plan for
the establishment of the Center; and

(2) provide the congressional defense com-
mittees a briefing on the plan submitted
under paragraph (1).

(@) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE-ENABLED
WEAPON SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘artificial intelligence-enabled
weapon system’ includes autonomous weap-
on systems, as determined by the Secretary
of Defense.

SEC. 5232. REPORT ON STATUS OF REUSABLE
HYPERSONIC TECHNOLOGY DEVEL-
OPMENT ACTIVITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall submit to Congress a report on the sta-
tus of reusable hypersonic technology devel-
opment activities, including the High Mach
Turbine Engine.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) A proposed organizational structure for
management of a reusable hypersonic air-
craft development program.
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(2) An assessment of requirements and
timeframe to formalize a program office.

(3) A cost estimate and timeline for testing
key enabling technologies and programs.
SEC. 5233. PROHIBITION ON RESEARCH OR DE-

VELOPMENT OF CELL CULTURE AND
OTHER NOVEL METHODS USED FOR
THE PRODUCTION OF CULTIVATED
MEAT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act may be
used for the research or development of cell
culture or any other novel method used for
the production of cultivated meat for human
consumption.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report assessing the state of
research in artificially-produced, cell cul-
tured cultivated meat.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) Articulation of the requirements, if
any, from the military services or combat
support agencies for cultivated meat for
human consumption in the near-term (1-3
years) and mid-term (4-5 years).

(B) Analysis of the state of maturity of the
research in the cultivated meat market, in-
cluding the ability of current research to
satisfy any of the requirements articulated
under subparagraph (A), including an assess-
ment of the research of key allies and adver-
saries in cultivated meat production.

(C) Any other matters the Secretary deter-
mines to be appropriate.

SEC. 5234. ADVANCED COMPUTING INFRASTRUC-
TURE TO ENABLE ADVANCED ARTI-
FICIAL INTELLIGENCE CAPABILI-
TIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish an advanced computing infra-
structure program within the Department of
Defense.

(b) DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF HIGH-
PERFORMANCE COMPUTING INFRASTRUCTURE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection
(a), the Secretary shall expand upon the cur-
rent infrastructure of the Department for de-
velopment and deployment of military appli-
cations of high-performance computing and
artificial intelligence that are located on-
premises at Department installations or ac-
cessible via commercial classified cloud pro-
viders.

(2) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE APPLICA-
TIONS.—(A) The Secretary shall ensure that
some of the infrastructure capacity devel-
oped pursuant to paragraph (1) is dedicated
to providing access to modern artificial in-
telligence accelerators, configured consist-
ently with industry best practices, for train-
ing, fine-tuning, modifying, and deploying
large artificial intelligence systems.

(B) In carrying out subparagraph (A), the
Secretary shall ensure, to the extent prac-
tical, that new artificial intelligence system
development is not performed using infra-
structure capacity described in such sub-
paragraph that is duplicative of readily
available commercial or open source solu-
tions.

(c) HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMPUTING ROAD-
MAP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop a high-performance computing road-
map that describes the computing infra-
structure needed to research, test, develop,
and evaluate advanced artificial intelligence
applications projected over the period cov-
ered by the future-years defense program.

(2) ASSESSMENT.—The roadmap developed
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall assess antici-
pated artificial intelligence applications, in-
cluding the computing needs associated with
their development, and the evaluation, mile-
stones, and resourcing needs to maintain and



S6228

expand the computing infrastructure nec-
essary for those computing needs.

(d) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM DE-
VELOPMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Using the infrastructure
from the program established under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall develop arti-
ficial intelligence systems that have general-
purpose military applications for language,
image, audio, video, and other data modali-
ties.

(2) TRAINING OF SYSTEMS.—The Secretary
shall ensure that systems developed pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) are trained using
datasets curated by the Department using
general, openly or commercially available
sources of such data, or data owned by the
Department, depending on the appropriate
use case. Such systems may use openly or
commercially available artificial intel-
ligence systems, including those available
via classified cloud providers, as a base for
additional development such as fine-tuning.

(e) COORDINATION AND DUPLICATION.—In es-
tablishing the program required by sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall consult with
the Secretary of Energy to ensure no dupli-
cation of activities carried out under this
section with the activities of research enti-
ties of the Department of Energy, including
the following:

(1) The National Laboratories.

(2) The Advanced Scientific Computing Re-
search program.

(3) The Advanced Simulation and Com-
puting program.

TITLE LIII—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE

Subtitle C—Treatment of Perfluoroalkyl

Substances and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
SEC. 5321. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE FOR AS-

SESSING PERFLUOROALKYL AND
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES IN

WATER SOURCES AND
PERFLUOROALKYL AND
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCE RE-
MEDIATION SOLUTIONS.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to dedicate resources to advancing, and ex-
panding access to, perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance detection and re-
mediation science, research, and tech-
nologies through the establishment of Cen-
ters of Excellence for Assessing
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Sub-
stances in Water Sources and Perfluoroalkyl
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation
Solutions.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall—

(A) select from among the applications
submitted under paragraph (2)(A) an eligible
research university, an eligible rural univer-
sity, and a National Laboratory applying
jointly for the establishment of centers, to
be known as the ‘‘Centers of Excellence for

Assessing Perfluoroalkyl and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Water
Sources and Perfluoroalkyl and

Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation So-
lutions’, which shall be a tri-institutional
collaboration between the eligible research
university, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory co-applicants (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘“‘Centers’’); and

(B) guide the eligible research university,
eligible rural university, and National Lab-
oratory in the establishment of the Centers.

(2) APPLICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible research uni-
versity, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory desiring to establish the
Centers shall jointly submit to the Adminis-
trator an application at such time, in such
manner, and containing such information as
the Administrator may require.

(B) CRITERIA.—In evaluating applications
submitted under subparagraph (A), the Ad-
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ministrator shall only consider applications
that—

(i) include evidence of an existing partner-
ship between not fewer than two of the co-
applicants that is dedicated to supporting
and expanding shared scientific goals with a
clear pathway to collaborating on furthering

science and research relating to
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances;

(ii) demonstrate a history of collaboration
between not fewer than two of the co-appli-
cants on the advancement of shared research
capabilities, including instrumentation and

research infrastructure relating to
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances;

(iii) indicate that the co-applicants have
the capacity to expand education and re-
search opportunities for undergraduate and
graduate students to prepare a generation of
experts in sciences relating to perfluoroalkyl
or polyfluoroalkyl substances;

(iv) demonstrate that the National Labora-
tory co-applicant is equipped to scale up
newly discovered materials and methods for
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance
detection and perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance removal processes
for low-risk, cost-effective, and validated
commercialization; and

(v) identify one or more staff members of
each co-applicant who—

(I) have expertise in sciences relevant to
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance
detection and remediation; and

(IT) have been jointly selected, and will be
jointly appointed, by the co-applicants to
lead and carry out the purposes of the Cen-
ters.

(3) TIMING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Centers shall be established not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(B) DELAY.—If the Administrator deter-
mines that a delay in the establishment of
the Centers is necessary, the Adminis-
trator—

(i) not later than the date specified in sub-
paragraph (A), shall submit a notification to
the appropriate committees of Congress ex-
plaining the necessity of the delay; and

(ii) shall ensure that the Centers are estab-
lished not later than three years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

4) COORDINATION.—The Administrator
shall carry out paragraph (1) in coordination
with other relevant officials of the Federal
Government as the Administrator deter-
mines appropriate.

(c) DUTIES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE CEN-
TERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Centers shall develop
and maintain—

(A) capabilities for measuring
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance
contamination in drinking water, ground
water, and any other relevant environ-
mental, municipal, industrial, or residential
water samples using methods certified by the
Environmental Protection Agency; and

(B) capabilities for—

(i) evaluating emerging perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance removal and de-
struction technologies and methods; and

(ii) benchmarking those technologies and
methods relative to existing technologies
and methods.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Centers shall, at a minimum—

(i) develop instruments and personnel ca-
pable of analyzing perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination in
water using—

(I) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document
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entitled ‘‘Method 533: Determination of Per-
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Drinking
Water by Isotope Dilution Anion Exchange
Solid Phase Extraction and Liquid Chroma-
tography/Tandem mass Spectrometry’ (com-
monly known as “EPA Method 533"’);

(IT) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document
entitled ‘“Method 537.1: Determination of Se-
lected Per- and Polyfluorinated Alkyl Sub-
stances in Drinking Water by Solid Phase
Extraction and Liquid Chromatography/Tan-
dem Mass Spectrometry (LC/MS/MS)” (com-
monly known as ‘“EPA Method 537.1"");

(ITI) any updated or future method devel-
oped by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy; and

(IV) any other method the Administrator
considers relevant;

(ii) develop and maintain capabilities for
evaluating the removal of perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substances from water using
newly developed adsorbents or membranes;

(iii) develop and maintain capabilities to
evaluate the degradation of perfluoroalkyl
or polyfluoroalkyl substances in water or
other media;

(iv) make the capabilities and instruments
developed under clauses (i) through (iii)
available to researchers throughout the re-
gions in which the Centers are located; and

(v) make reliable perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance measurement ca-
pabilities and instruments available to mu-
nicipalities and individuals in the regions in
which the Centers are located at reasonable
cost.

(B) OPEN-ACCESS RESEARCH.—The Centers
shall provide open access to the research
findings of the Centers.

(d) COORDINATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL
AGENCIES.—The Administrator may, as the
Administrator determines to be necessary,
use staff and other resources from other Fed-
eral agencies in carrying out this section.

(e) REPORTS.—

(1) REPORT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF CEN-
TERS.—Not later than one year after the date
of the establishment of the Centers under
subsection (b), the Administrator, in coordi-
nation with the Centers, shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
describing—

(A) the establishment of the Centers; and

(B) the activities of the Centers since the
date on which the Centers were established.

(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date on which the report under
paragraph (1) is submitted, and annually
thereafter until the date on which the Cen-
ters are terminated under subsection (f), the
Administrator, in coordination with the Cen-
ters, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report describing—

(A) the activities of the Centers during the
year covered by the report; and

(B) any policy, research, or funding rec-
ommendations relating to the purposes or
activities of the Centers.

(f) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Centers shall terminate on October 1,
2034.

(2) EXTENSION.—If the Administrator, in
consultation with the Centers, determines
that the continued operation of the Centers
beyond the date described in paragraph (1) is
necessary to advance science and tech-
nologies to address perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination—

(A) the Administrator shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress—

(i) a notification of that determination;
and

(ii) a description of the funding necessary
for the Centers to continue in operation and
fulfill their purpose; and
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(B) subject to the availability of funds,
may extend the duration of the Centers for
such time as the Administrator determines
to be appropriate.

(g) FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts author-
ized to be appropriated to the Department of
Defense for fiscal year 2025 for the Strategic
Environmental Research and Development
Program and the Environmental Security
Technology Certification Program of the De-
partment of Defense, $25,000,000 shall be
made available to the Administrator to
carry out this section.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts
made available under paragraph (1) shall re-
main available to the Administrator for the
purposes specified in that paragraph until
September 30, 2033.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more than
four percent of the amounts made available
to the Administrator under paragraph (1)
shall be used for the administrative costs of
carrying out this section.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term the ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’” means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives.

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(3) ELIGIBLE RESEARCH UNIVERSITY.—The
term ‘‘eligible research university’” means
an institution of higher education that—

(A) has annual research expenditures of
not less than $750,000,000; and

(B) is located near a population center of
not fewer than 5,000,000 individuals.

(4) ELIGIBLE RURAL UNIVERSITY.—The term
‘‘eligible rural university’’ means an institu-
tion of higher education that is—

(A) located in one of the five States with
the lowest population density as determined
by data from the most recent census;

(B) a member of the National Security In-
novation Network in the Rocky Mountain
Region; and

(C) in proximity to the geographic center
of the United States, as determined by the
Administrator.

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given that term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).

(6) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).

Subtitle F—Other Matters
SEC. 5351. IMPROVEMENTS TO FIREGUARD PRO-
GRAM OF NATIONAL GUARD.

(a) INTERAGENCY PARTNERSHIP.—Section
510 of title 32, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘““The Secretary’ and insert-
ing ‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“‘(b) CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
may enter into a contract or cooperative
agreement with a qualified individual or en-
tity to carry out the duties of the FireGuard
Program under subsection (a).

‘(2) QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘quali-
fied individual or entity’ means—

“(A) any individual who possesses a req-
uisite security clearance for handling classi-
fied remote sensing data for the purpose of
wildfire detection and monitoring; or
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‘“(B) any corporation, firm, partnership,
company, nonprofit, Federal agency or sub-
agency, or State or local government, with
contractors or employees who possess a req-
uisite security clearance for handling such
data.”.

(b) TRANSITION OF FIREGUARD PROGRAM TO
CIVILIAN OR COMMERCIAL CAPABILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense, in coordination
with other entities pursuant to a memo-
randum of understanding under paragraph
(3), shall develop a plan to transition the op-
eration of the FireGuard Program under sec-
tion 510 of title 32, United States Code, to a
Federal agency or subagency (other than the
Department of Defense or within the Depart-
ment of Defense) or a State or local govern-
ment with civilian or commercial capabili-
ties.

(2) OPERATION OF CIVILIAN OR COMMERCIAL
CAPABILITIES.—AIl civilian or commercial ca-
pabilities under the FireGuard Program pur-
suant to a transition conducted under para-
graph (1) shall be—

(A) performed by an individual who pos-
sesses a requisite security clearance for han-
dling classified remote sensing data for the
purpose of wildfire detection and moni-
toring, including pursuant to a contract with
a corporation, firm, partnership, company,
nonprofit, Federal agency or sub-agency, or
State or local government; and

(B) coordinated with the United States Ge-
ological Survey.

(3) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—In
developing the transition plan required
under paragraph (1), the Secretary may enter
into a memorandum of understanding with
one or more Federal agencies or subagencies
or State or local governments to identify
and leverage shared or external civilian re-
sources from Federal, State, local, and tribal
entities.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
with the Secretary of Agriculture, shall sub-
mit to Congress a report that evaluates the
effectiveness of the FireGuard Program
under section 510 of title 32, United States
Code, and opportunities to further engage ci-
vilian capacity within the program.

(2) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the efficacy of the
FireGuard Program in detecting and moni-
toring wildfires, including the speed of detec-
tion.

(B) A plan to facilitate production and dis-
semination of unclassified remote sensing in-
formation for use by civilian organizations,
including Federal, State, and local govern-
ment organizations, in carrying out wildfire
detection activities.

(C) A plan to contract with qualified civil-
ian entities to facilitate access to remote
sensing information for the purpose of wild-
fire detection and monitoring beginning Jan-
uary 1, 2026.

SEC. 5352. IMPLEMENTATION OF COMPTROLLER
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS RE-
LATING TO THE FOOD PROGRAM OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall—

(1) implement the recommendations of the
Comptroller General of the United States
contained in the report published by the
Comptroller General in June 2024 and titled
“DOD Food Program: Additional Actions
Needed to Implement, Oversee, and Evaluate
Nutrition Efforts for Service Members”
(GA0-24-106155); or
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(2) if the Secretary does not implement
any such recommendation, submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report
explaining why the Secretary has not imple-
mented those recommendations.

TITLE LV—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY

Subtitle C—General Service Authorities and
Military Records
SEC. 5521. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PROCESS
FOR SHARING MILITARY SERVICE
DATA WITH STATES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Military and Education Data
Integration Act”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term
“‘local educational agency’ has the meaning
given the term in section 8101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).

(2) SECONDARY SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘sec-
ondary school” has the meaning given the
term in section 8101 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7801).

(3) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term
‘“State educational agency’ has the meaning
given the term in section 8101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).

(c) DATA SHARING PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in consultation with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, State educational agencies, local
educational agencies, military leaders, and
other experts in student data and privacy
shall, not later than 18 months after the date
of enactment of this Act, develop and imple-
ment a secure, data sharing process that en-
ables State educational agencies to, on a not
less than annual basis—

(A) access data elements described in para-
graph (2) maintained by the Secretary of De-
fense related to each such State’s high
school graduates; and

(B) integrate data elements described in
paragraph (2) maintained by the Secretary of
Defense related to each such State’s high
school graduates into—

(i) such State’s statewide longitudinal data
system; or

(ii) an alternate data system operated by
such State.

(2) DATA ELEMENTS.—The data elements de-
scribed in this paragraph shall include infor-
mation, updated not less than annually, re-
garding the following:

(A) The military service of officers and en-
listed personnel, disaggregated by State of
secondary school graduation (or most recent
secondary school attendance before enlist-
ment or accession), including the following:

(i) The highest level of education attained
by the service member.

(ii) The name and location of the school
that provided the education referenced in
clause (i).

(iii) The name and location of the sec-
ondary school from which the service mem-
ber graduated (if different than the informa-
tion provided under clause (ii)) (or most re-
cently attended if the service member did
not graduate).

(iv) The service member’s score on the
Armed Forces Qualification Test.

(v) The date of accession into the Armed
Forces by the service member.

(vi) The military service of the service
member.

(vii) The current rank of the service mem-
ber.

(viii) The area of expertise or military oc-
cupational specialty (MOS) of the service
member.

(ix) The date of separation from the Armed
Forces by the service member.
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(x) Any other information deemed relevant
by the Secretary of Defense.

(B) Information with respect to individuals
who applied for military service (as officers
or enlisted personnel, disaggregated by State
of secondary school graduation (or most re-
cent secondary school attendance before en-
listment or accession)), including the fol-
lowing:

(i) The highest level of education attained
by the individual.

(ii) The name and location of the school
that provided the education referenced in
clause (i).

(iii) The name and location of the sec-
ondary school from which the individual
graduated (if different than the information
provided under clause (ii)) (or most recently
attended if the individual did not graduate).

(iv) The individual’s score on the Armed
Forces Qualification Test.

(3) PRivAcY.—The Secretary of Defense
shall carry out the secure data sharing proc-
ess required under paragraph (1) in a manner
that protects individual privacy and data se-
curity, in accordance with applicable Fed-
eral, State, and local privacy laws. The data
collected pursuant to this subsection shall be
collected and maintained in an anonymous
format.

Subtitle D—Military Justice and Other Legal
Matters
SEC. 5531. CLARIFYING AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE
2 OF THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILI-
TARY JUSTICE.

Section 802(a)(14) of title 10, United States
Code (article 2(a)(14) of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice), is amended by inserting
20601 or”’ before ‘‘20603”’.

Subtitle F—Military Family Readiness and

Dependents’ Education

SEC. 5571. ELIGIBILITY OF DEPENDENTS OF CER-
TAIN DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES FOR ENROLLMENT
IN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DO-
MESTIC DEPENDENT ELEMENTARY
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

Section 2164(j) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), in the first sentence,
by striking ‘‘an individual described in para-
graph (2)”’ and inserting ‘‘a member of a for-
eign armed force residing on a military in-
stallation in the United States (including
territories, commonwealths, and possessions
of the United States)”’; and

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘“(2)(A) The Secretary may authorize the
enrollment in a Department of Defense edu-
cation program provided by the Secretary
pursuant to subsection (a) of a dependent not
otherwise eligible for such enrollment who is
the dependent of a member of the armed
forces who died in—

‘(i) an international terrorist attack
against the United States or a foreign coun-
try friendly to the United States, as deter-
mined by the Secretary;

‘“(ii) military operations while serving out-
side the United States (including the com-
monwealths, territories, and possessions of
the United States) as part of a peacekeeping
force; or

‘‘(iii) the line of duty in a combat-related
operation, as designated by the Secretary.

“(B)(1) Except as provided by clause (ii),
enrollment of a dependent described in sub-
paragraph (A) in a Department of Defense
education program provided pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall be on a tuition-free, space
available basis.

‘‘(ii) In the case of a dependent described in
subparagraph (A) residing on a military in-
stallation in the United States (including
territories, commonwealths, and possessions
of the United States), the Secretary may au-
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thorize enrollment of the dependent in a De-

partment of Defense education program pro-

vided pursuant to subsection (a) on a tuition-
free, space required basis.”.

SEC. 5572. REVIEW OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES OF
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDU-
CATION ACTIVITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the De-
partment of Defense Education Activity (in
this section referred to as ‘“‘DODEA’’) shall
review the special education processes and
procedures in place within DODEA to locate,
identify (through screening or other evi-
dence-based tools), evaluate, and refer chil-
dren with disabilities from birth to age 21
and provide evidence-based interventions
and supports for students with disabilities.

(b) CONSISTENCY WITH EXISTING LAW.—The
review required by subsection (a) shall be
conducted consistent with child-find require-
ments under Department of Defense Instruc-
tion 1342.12, the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), and
part 300 of title 34, Code of Federal Regula-
tions.

(c) PROVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION MATE-
RIALS AND INFORMATION TO CONGRESS.—AS
part of the review required by subsection (a),
the Director shall provide to the appropriate
congressional committees the following:

(1) A briefing on the special education
processes and procedures of DODEA, particu-
larly those for locating, identifying, evalu-
ating, and referring for specific learning dis-
abilities, including dyslexia.

(2) Documents, including documents not
publicly available, related to subsection (d).

(d) PROVISION OF MATERIALS AND INFORMA-
TION TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
as part of the review required by subsection
(a), the Director shall provide to the appro-
priate congressional committees the fol-
lowing information regarding any screening
programs of DODEA as that information per-
tains to locating and identifying, including
screening, for early literacy skill develop-
ment in children in DODEA schools:

(A) A description of the following:

(i) The extent to which DODEA ensures
that it locates and identifies, including by
screening, children enrolled in an elemen-
tary school operated by DODEA for defi-
ciencies in early literacy skill development.

(ii) The extent to which DODEA ensures
that it locates, identifies, and screens new
enrollees in each such school regardless of
year, unless the new enrollee has already
been identified with a specific learning dis-
ability, including dyslexia.

(iii) The extent to which DODEA ensures it
provides comprehensive literacy instruction
(as defined in section 2221(b)(1) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6641(b)(1))).

(iv) The extent to which DODEA provides
high-quality training for school personnel,
particularly specialized instructional sup-
port personnel (as defined in section
8101(47)(A)(ii) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7801(47)(A)(ii))) related to early literacy,
reading, and specific learning disabilities, in-
cluding dyslexia.

(v) The extent to which DODEA ensures
that each district of schools operated by
DODEA employs at least one specialized in-
structional support personnel who special-
izes in early literacy, reading, and specific
learning disabilities, including dyslexia.

(B) Information with respect to the fol-
lowing:

(i) The number of children at schools oper-
ated by DODEA screened for deficiencies in
early literacy skill development, including
dyslexia, each year and the grade in which
those children were screened.
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(ii) The number and types of early literacy
screening tools used by DODEA each year.

(iii) The total number of children evalu-
ated and identified with specific learning dis-
abilities, disaggregated by dyslexia and
other reading disabilities, as applicable, that
are served by DODEA.

(iv) The total number of such children de-
scribed in subparagraph (C), disaggregated
by each subgroup of student (as defined in
section 1111(c)(2) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6311(c)(2))).

(v) The number of days, on average, from
referral from the screening program to eval-
uation for specific learning disabilities, in-
cluding dyslexia.

(vi) The type of professional conducting
intervention programs for children with
early literacy challenges and specific learn-
ing disabilities, particularly dyslexia.

(vii) A list of, and descriptions of materials
related to, early literacy and reading inter-
ventions used by DODEA to provide special
education and related services to children
with specific learning disabilities, particu-
larly dyslexia.

(viii) The number of trainings per year pro-
vided by DODEA to school personnel on
screening for evaluating and providing serv-
ices to children with early literacy chal-
lenges and specific learning disabilities, par-
ticularly dyslexia.

(ix) A 1list of organizations outside of
DODEA, if applicable, that are consulted
with on such screening programs and related
reading intervention programs.

(2) PROTECTION OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFI-
ABLE INFORMATION.—The Director shall en-
sure that any information provided to the
appropriate congressional committees under
paragraph (1) does not reveal personally
identifiable information.

(e) ASSESSMENT OF DEFINITIONS USED BY
DODEA.—As part of the review required by
subsection (a), the Director shall provide to
the appropriate congressional committees a
description of how DODEA’s definitions of
the following terms align with or differ from
the following definitions:

(1) COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY INSTRUC-
TION.—The term ‘‘comprehensive literacy in-
struction” has the meaning given that term
in section 2221(b)(1) of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6641(b)(1)).

(2) SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES.—The
term ‘‘specific learning disabilities’” has the
meaning of that term under section 300.309 of
title 34, Code of Federal Regulations.

3) SCREENING  PROGRAM.—The term
‘“‘screening program’ means a screening pro-
gram that is—

(A) evidence-based and proven for validity
and reliability to measure early literacy and
reading skills;

(B) efficient and low-cost; and

(C) readily available.

(4) EVIDENCE-BASED.—The term ‘‘evidence-
based” has the meaning given that term in
section 8101(21)(A)(i) of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7801(21)(A)(1)).

(f) DYSLEXIA DEFINITION USED BY DODEA.—
As part of the review required by subsection
(a), the Director shall provide to the appro-
priate congressional committee the defini-
tion of ‘‘dyslexia’ used by DODEA.

(g) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—

(1) the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions and the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Education and the
Workforce and the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives.
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Subtitle I—Enhanced Recruiting Efforts
SEC. 5591. PROGRAM OF MILITARY RECRUIT-
MENT AND EDUCATION AT THE NA-
TIONAL SEPTEMBER 11 MEMORIAL
AND MUSEUM.

(a) AUTHORITY.—Not later than September
30, 2025, the Secretary of Defense shall seek
to enter into an agreement with the entity
that operates the National September 11 Me-
morial and Museum (in this section referred
to as ‘‘the Museum’) under which the Sec-
retary and such entity shall carry out a pro-
gram at the Museum to promote military re-
cruitment and education.

(b) PROGRAM.—A program under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) Provision by the Secretary to such enti-
ty of informational materials to promote en-
listment in the covered Armed Forces for
distribution at the Museum.

(2) Education and exhibits, developed joint-
ly by the Secretary and such entity, and pro-
vided to the public by employees of the Mu-
seum, to—

(A) enhance understanding of the military
response to the attacks on September 11,
2001; and

(B) encourage enlistment and re-enlist-
ment in the covered Armed Forces.

(c) COVERED ARMED FORCES DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered Armed
Forces” means the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, Air Force, and Space Force.

Subtitle K—Other Matters
SEC. 5595. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM TO
PROMOTE PARTICIPATION OF FOR-
EIGN STUDENTS IN THE SENIOR RE-
SERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1,
2026, the Secretary of Defense shall establish
a program using the authority provided
under section 2103(b) of title 10, United
States Code, to promote the participation of
foreign students in the Senior Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps (in this section referred
to as the ‘“‘Program’’).

(2) ORGANIZATION.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in consultation with the Director of
the Defense Security Cooperation Agency,
the Secretaries of the military departments,
the commanders of the combatant com-
mands, the participant institutions in the
Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps pro-
gram, and any other individual the Sec-
retary of Defense considers appropriate,
shall be responsible for, and shall oversee,
the Program.

(b) OBJECTIVE.—The objective of the Pro-
gram is to promote the readiness and inter-
operability of the TUnited States Armed
Forces and the military forces of partner
countries by providing a high-quality, cost
effective military-based educational experi-
ence for foreign students in furtherance of
the military-to-military program objectives
of the Department of Defense and to enhance
the educational experience and preparation
of future United States military leaders
through increased, extended interaction with
highly qualified potential foreign military
leaders.

(c) ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the Program, the
Secretary of Defense shall—

(A) identify to the military services’ Sen-
ior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program
the foreign students who, based on criteria
established by the Secretary, the Secretary
recommends be considered for admission
under the Program;

(B) coordinate with partner countries to
evaluate interest in and promote awareness
of the Program;

(C) establish a mechanism for tracking an
alumni network of foreign students who par-
ticipate in the Program; and
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(D) to the extent practicable, work with
the participant institutions in the Senior
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program
and partner countries to identify academic
institutions and programs that—

(i) have specialized academic programs in
areas of study of interest to participating
countries; or

(ii) have high participation from or signifi-
cant diaspora populations from participating
countries.

(d) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September
30, 2025, the Secretary of Defense shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate and the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives a
strategy for the implementation of the Pro-
gram.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A governance structure for the Pro-
gram, including—

(i) the officials tasked to oversee the Pro-
gram;

(ii) the format of the governing body of the
Program;

(iii) the functions and duties of such gov-
erning body with respect to establishing and
maintaining the Program; and

(iv) mechanisms for coordinating with
partner countries whose students are se-
lected to participate in the Program.

(B) A list of additional authorities, appro-
priations, or other congressional support
necessary to ensure the success of the Pro-
gram.

(C) A description of targeted partner coun-
tries and participant institutions in the Sen-
ior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps for the
first three fiscal years of the Program, in-
cluding a rationale for selecting such initial
partners.

(D) A description of opportunities and po-
tential timelines for future Program expan-
sion, as appropriate.

(E) A description of the mechanism for
tracking the alumni network of participants
of the Program.

(F) Any other information the Secretary of
Defense considers appropriate.

(e) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September
20, 2026, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees (as defined in
section 101 of title 10, United States Code) a
report on the Program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A narrative summary of activities con-
ducted as part of the Program during the
preceding fiscal year.

(B) An overview of participant Senior Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps programs, in-
dividuals, and countries, to include a de-
scription of the areas of study entered into
by the students participating in the Pro-
gram.

(C) A description of opportunities and po-
tential timelines for future Program expan-
sion, as appropriate.

(D) Any other information the Secretary of
Defense considers appropriate.

(f) LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may not use the authority
provided under this section to pay for tuition
or room and board for foreign students who
participate in the Program.

(g) TERMINATION.—The Program shall ter-
minate on December 31, 2030.
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TITLE LVI—COMPENSATION AND OTHER
MATTERS
Subtitle C—Other Matters
SEC. 5621. REIMBURSEMENT OF CERTAIN MEM-
BERS OF RESERVE COMPONENTS
FOR MILEAGE DRIVEN TO INACTIVE-
DUTY TRAINING.

The Secretary of Defense shall revise the
Joint Travel Regulations maintained under
section 464 of title 37, United States Code, to
ensure that, if a member of a reserve compo-
nent drives a vehicle of the member to inac-
tive-duty training, the member may be paid
a mileage allowance for the mileage driven
by the member.

TITLE LVII—HEALTH CARE
Subtitle E—REports and Other Matters
SEC. 5741. WAIVER WITH RESPECT TO EXPERI-
ENCED NURSES AT MILITARY MED-

ICAL TREATMENT FACILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The hiring manager of a
military medical treatment facility or other
health care facility of the Department of De-
fense may waive any General Schedule quali-
fication standard related to work experience
established by the Director of the Office of
Personnel Management in the case of any ap-
plicant for a nursing or practical nurse posi-
tion in a medical treatment facility or other
health care facility the Department of De-
fense who—

(1)(A) is a nurse or practical nurse in the
Department of Defense; or

(B) was a nurse or practical nurse in the
Department of Defense for at least 1 year;
and

(2) after commencing work as a nurse or
practical nurse in the Department of De-
fense, obtained an associate’s degree, a bach-
elor’s degree, or a graduate degree from an
accredited professional nursing educational
program.

(b) CERTIFICATION.—If, in the case of any
applicant described in subsection (a), a hir-
ing manager waives a qualification standard
in accordance with such subsection, such hir-
ing manager shall submit to the Director of
the Office of Personnel Management a cer-
tification that such applicant meets all re-
maining General Schedule qualification
standards established by the Director of the
Office of Personnel Management for the ap-
plicable position.

SEC. 5742. REPORT ON BIOLOGIC VASCULAR RE-
PAIR.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to Congress a report on
the status of developing and integrating in-
novative biologic vascular repair solutions
as standard protocol in military trauma
care, including field-testing and assessment
of long-term benefits and performance of bio-
logic solutions.

SEC. 5743. STUDY ON EFFECTIVENESS OF HEAR-
ING LOSS PREVENTION PROGRAMS.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense, in
partnership with the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, shall conduct a study on the effec-
tiveness of hearing loss prevention programs
of the Department of Defense in reducing
hearing loss and tinnitus prevalence among
members of the Armed Forces and veterans.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall jointly submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port on the study conducted under sub-
section (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include, at a minimum—

(A) the amount of funding used and types
of programs implemented to address hearing
loss among members of the Armed Forces;

(B) an identification of such programs that
are effective; and
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(C) recommendations for legislative action
to improve hearing health outcomes among
members of the Armed Forces and veterans.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 5744. REVIEW ON USE OF MONOCLONAL
ANTIBODIES FOR THE PREVENTION,
TREATMENT, OR MITIGATION OF
SYMPTOMS RELATED TO MILD COG-
NITIVE IMPAIRMENT OR ALZ-
HEIMER’S DISEASE.

(a) FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.—

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(A) There are multiple treatments for Alz-
heimer’s disease that are approved by the
Food and Drug Administration and are
shown to reduce the rate of disease progres-
sion and to slow cognitive and functional de-
cline.

(B) Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive dis-
ease affecting almost 7,000,000 people in the
United States, and approved treatment op-
tions for such disease are most effective
when administered early in the disease
course.

(C) Following traditional approval by the
Food and Drug Administration, the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services announced
broader coverage of monoclonal antibodies
directed against amyloid for the treatment
of Alzheimer’s disease and the Department of
Veterans Affairs has also established a cri-
teria for use of such treatments.

(D) The TRICARE program has a role in fa-
cilitating timely and equitable beneficiary
access to mnovel therapeutics, including
monoclonal antibodies approved by the Food
and Drug Administration for the treatment
of Alzheimer’s disease.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that Congress encourages contin-
ued collaboration between the Department of
Defense, the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services, and other Federal agencies to
reduce coverage gaps and ensure that all peo-
ple in the United States, including members
of the Armed Forces and their dependents,
with Alzheimer’s disease and related demen-
tias have access to effective treatments.

(b) REVIEW AND REPORT.—Not later than 30
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall review
the policy manual for the TRICARE program
relating to the exclusion of the use of
monoclonal antibodies for the prevention,
treatment, or mitigation of symptoms re-
lated to mild cognitive impairment or Alz-
heimer’s disease, and submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report that—

(1) outlines the review process of the De-
partment of Defense for including or exclud-
ing the use of monoclonal antibodies;

(2) assesses whether the policy of the De-
partment aligns with current science;

(3) indicates whether the Secretary has or
is currently restricting access by bene-
ficiaries under the TRICARE program to
therapies for the treatment of Alzheimer’s
disease that are approved by the Food and
Drug Administration; and

(4) indicates whether there are any dispari-
ties in treatment for Alzheimer’s disease
under the TRICARE program in different
care delivery settings.

(c) TRICARE PROGRAM DEFINED.—In this
section, the term “TRICARE program’ has
the meaning given that term in section 1072
of title 10, United States Code.
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TITLE LVIII—ACQUISITION POLICY
Subtitle D—Small Business Matters
SEC. 5861. AMENDMENTS TO CONTRACTING AU-
THORITY FOR CERTAIN SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS.

(a) SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVAN-
TAGED SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS.—Section
8(a)(1)(D)(I)(II) of the Small Business Act (156
U.8.C. 637(a)(1)(D)(1)(II)) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(or $10,000,000, in the case
of a Department of Defense contract, as ad-
justed for inflation by the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulatory Council under section 1.109
of the Federal Acquisition Regulation)”
after ¢‘$7,000,000"’; and

(2) by inserting ‘‘(or $8,000,000, in the case
of a Department of Defense contract, as ad-
justed for inflation by the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulatory Council under section 1.109
of the Federal Acquisition Regulation)”’
after <$3,000,000.

(b) CERTAIN SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY WOMEN.—Section
8(m) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
637(m)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (7)(B)—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘(or
$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)” after ‘$7,000,000"’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘(or
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)” after ‘$4,000,000"’; and

(2) in paragraph (8)(B)—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘(or
$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)” after ‘“$7,000,000’’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘(or
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)” after ‘‘$4,000,000°".

(¢) QUALIFIED HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS

CONCERNS.—Section 31(c)(2)(A)({i) of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
657a(c)(2)(A)(i1)) is amended—

(1) in subclause (I), by inserting ‘‘(or

$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)” after ‘$7,000,000°’; and

(2) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘(or
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘$3,000,000°".

(d) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND
CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED VET-
ERANS.—Section 36(c)(2) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (156 U.S.C. 657f(c)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘(or
$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)” after ‘“$7,000,000’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘(or
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)” after ‘“$3,000,000"".

SEC. 5862. SMALL BUSINESS SUBCONTRACTING
IMPROVEMENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Small Business Subcontractor
Utilization Act of 2024.
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(b) REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE SUBCONTRAC-
TORS ARE UTILIZED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
SUBCONTRACTING PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 8(d) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(d)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (C)
through (H) as subparagraphs (D) through (I),
respectively;

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following:

‘(C) If a subcontracting plan is required
with respect to this contract under para-
graph (4) or (5) of section 8(d) of the Small
Business Act—

‘(1) at the same time as the contractor
submits the subcontracting report with re-
spect to this contract, the contractor shall
provide to the contracting officer a utiliza-
tion report that identifies, for each covered
small business subcontractor for this con-
tract—

‘“(I) the service or product that the covered
small business subcontractor is required to
provide to the prime contractor;

“(II) the total contract dollars that are to
be paid to the covered small business subcon-
tractor;

‘“(III) the total contract dollars that have
been paid to the covered small business sub-
contractor, to date;

“(IV) the estimated date range for the per-
formance of the covered small business sub-
contractor on the contract; and

(V) any change to the contract, including
changes to the services and products re-
quired or total contract dollars, that im-
pacts the ability of the prime contractor to
utilize the covered small business subcon-
tractor as anticipated during the bid and
proposal process; and

‘‘(ii) not later than 30 days after the dead-
line to submit to the contracting officer the
subcontracting report with respect to this
contract, the contractor shall provide to
each covered small business subcontractor
for this contract a utilization report that
identifies, for that covered small business
subcontractor—

““(I) the service or product that the covered
small business subcontractor is required to
provide to the prime contractor;

“(II) the total contract dollars that are to
be paid to the covered small business subcon-
tractor;

‘(III) the total contract dollars that have
been paid to the covered small business sub-
contractor, to date;

“(IV) the estimated date range for the per-
formance of the covered small business sub-
contractor on the contract; and

‘(V) any change to the contract, including
changes to the services and products re-
quired or total contract dollars, that im-
pacts the ability of the prime contractor to
utilize the covered small business subcon-
tractor as anticipated during the bid and
proposal process.”’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“(J) In this contract, the term ‘covered
small business subcontractor’ means a first-
tier subcontractor that—

‘(i) is a small business concern; and

“(ii)(I) was used in preparing the bid or
proposal of the prime contractor; or

“(II) provides goods or services to the
prime contractor in performance of the con-
tract.”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(18) NONCOMPLIANCE WITH SUBCONTRACTING
PLAN.—

““(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph—

‘(i) the term ‘covered small business sub-
contractor’ means a first-tier subcontractor
that—

‘“(I) is a small business concern; and

‘“(II)(aa) was used in preparing the bid or
proposal of the prime contractor; or
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‘““(bb) provides goods or services to the
prime contractor in performance of the con-
tract; and

‘‘(ii) the term ‘subcontracting plan’ means
a subcontracting plan required under para-
graph (4) or (b).

‘(B) REVIEW.—A covered small business
subcontractor is authorized to confidentially
report to the contracting officer that the
covered small business subcontractor is not
being utilized in accordance with the subcon-
tracting plan of the prime contractor. If re-
ported, the contracting officer shall, in con-
sultation with the Office of Small and Dis-
advantaged Business Utilization or the Office
of Small Business Programs, determine
whether the prime contractor made a good
faith effort to utilize the covered small busi-
ness subcontractor in accordance with the
subcontracting plan.

‘“(C) AcTiON.—After the review required
under subparagraph (B), if the contracting
officer determines that the prime contractor
failed to make a good faith effort to utilize
the covered small business subcontractor in
accordance with the subcontracting plan, the
contracting officer shall assess liquidated
damages in accordance with paragraph
(4)(F).”.

(2) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration shall promulgate regulations pur-
suant to this Act.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration, in consultation with relevant Fed-
eral agencies, including the General Services
Administration, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship of the Senate and the Committee on
Small Business of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the improvements that can
be made to SAM.gov, the Electronic Subcon-
tracting Reporting System (eSRS), the Fed-
eral Subaward Reporting System (FSRS),
and any other successor database to—

(1) incorporate the reporting requirements
under the amendments made by subsection
(b); and

(2) improve the ability of contracting offi-
cers to—

(A) evaluate whether prime contractors
achieved their subcontracting goals; and

(B) make evidence-based determinations
regarding whether small subcontractors are
being utilized to the extent outlined in sub-
contracting plans.

SEC. 5863. UNCONDITIONAL OWNERSHIP AND
CONTROL REQUIREMENTS FOR CER-
TAIN EMPLOYEE-OWNED SMALL
BUSINESS CONCERNS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’” means the
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration;

(2) the term ‘‘budget justification mate-
rials” has the meaning given that term in
section 3(b)(2) of the Federal Funding Ac-
countability and Transparency Act of 2006
(31 U.S.C. 6101 note);

(3) the term ‘‘eligible worker-owned coop-
erative’” has the meaning given that term in
section 1042(c) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986;

(4) the term ‘“‘employee stock ownership
plan’ has the meaning given that term in
section 4975(e) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986; and

(5) the term ‘‘small business concern owned
and controlled by women’ has the meaning
given that term in section 8(m)(1) of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(m)(1)).

(b) REPORT ON OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL
THROUGH AN EMPLOYEE STOCK OWNERSHIP
PLAN OR ELIGIBLE WORKER-OWNED COOPERA-
TIVE RELATING TO SET-ASIDE PROCURE-
MENT.—
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(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(A) employee stock ownership plans and el-
igible worker-owned cooperatives have
unique ownership structures that create bar-
riers to accessing set-aside procurement pro-
grams due to unconditional ownership and
control requirements; and

(B) the ownership structures of an em-
ployee stock ownership plan or an eligible
worker-owned cooperative should not pre-
vent an otherwise eligible entity from ac-
cessing set-aside procurement programs.

(2) STUDY AND REPORT.—

(A) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator, in coordination with stake-
holders, including national certifying agen-
cies approved by the Administrator for certi-
fying small business concerns owned and
controlled by women and relevant Federal
agencies, shall complete a study and rec-
ommend alternatives to unconditional own-
ership and control requirements for em-
ployee stock ownership plans and eligible
worker-owned cooperatives that would en-
able access to set-aside procurement pro-
grams.

(B) REPORT.—The Administrator shall—

(i) not later than 5 days after the date on
which the Administrator completes the
study required under subparagraph (A),
make that study, including the recommenda-
tions developed under that subparagraph,
publicly available on the website of the
Small Business Administration; and

(ii) not later than 30 days after the date on
which the Administrator completes the
study required under subparagraph (A), sub-
mit to Congress the recommendations devel-
oped under that subparagraph and a plan to
implement the recommendations for all set-
aside procurement programs.

(C) NECESSARY STATUTORY CHANGES.—In
the first budget justification materials sub-
mitted by the Administrator on or after the
date on which the Administrator submits the
recommendations and plan required under
subparagraph (B)(ii), the Administrator shall
identify any applicable statutory changes
necessary to implement the recommenda-
tions.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3(q) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632(q)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘““‘(not in-
cluding any stock owned by an ESOP)”’ each
place it appears;

(2) by striking paragraph (6); and

(3) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (6).

SEC. 5864. REPEAL OF BONAFIDE OFFICE RULE
FOR 8(a) CONTRACTS WITH THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 8(a)(11) of the Small Business Act
(15 U.S.C. 637(a)(11)) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(A)”’ before ‘“To the max-
imum’”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply with
respect to a contract entered into under this
subsection with the Department of De-
fense.”.

SEC. 5865. TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT
AWARDS TO CERTAIN SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS.

(a) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND
CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED VET-
ERANS.—Section 36 of the Small Business Act
(15 U.S.C. 657f) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(j) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DIS-
ABLED VETERANS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
consultation with the Office of Veterans
Business Development and the Office of Gov-
ernment Contracting, shall, with respect to
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each Federal agency that did not meet the
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(ii)
for the most recently completed fiscal year,
provide training to contracting officers of
that Federal agency on how to increase the
number of contracts awarded to small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans.

‘“(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Administrator, in consultation
with the Office of Veterans Business Devel-
opment and the Office of Government Con-
tracting, shall issue guidance and best prac-
tices on increasing the number of contracts
awarded to small businesses owned and con-
trolled by service-disabled veterans for Fed-
eral agencies to which the goal established
under section 15(g)(1)(A)(ii) applies.

‘“(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this subsection, and
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall
submit to Congress a report detailing—

“‘(A) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal
year to which the report applies, a list of
each Federal agency that failed to meet the
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(ii);

“(B) for the fiscal year to which the report
applies, the number of trainings provided to
each Federal agency described in subpara-
graph (A); and

‘(C) an overview of the content included in
the training sessions described in subpara-
graph (B).”.

(b) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND
CONTROLLED BY WOMEN.—Section 8(m) of the
Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 637(m)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(9) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED
AND CONTROLLED BY WOMEN.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
consultation with the Office of Women’s
Business Ownership and the Office of Govern-
ment Contracting, shall, with respect to
each Federal agency that did not meet the
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(V)
for the most recently completed fiscal year,
provide training to contracting officers of
that Federal agency on how to increase the
number of contracts awarded to small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by
women.

‘‘(B) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Administrator, in consultation
with the Office of Office of Women’s Business
Ownership and the Office of Government
Contracting, shall issue guidance and best
practices on increasing the number of con-
tracts awarded to small businesses owned
and controlled by women for Federal agen-
cies to which the goal established under sec-
tion 15(g)(1)(A)(V) applies.

‘(C) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this paragraph, and
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall
submit to Congress a report detailing—

‘(i) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal
year to which the report applies, a list of
each Federal agency that failed to meet the
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)(V);

‘“(ii) for the fiscal year to which the report
applies, the number of trainings provided to
each Federal agency described in clause (i);
and

‘“(iii) an overview of the content included
in the training sessions described in clause
(ii).”.

(c) QUALIFIED HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS
CONCERNS.—Section 31 of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 657a) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

“(f) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS
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OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY QUALIFIED
HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
consultation with the Office of the HUBZone
Program and the Office of Government Con-
tracting, shall, with respect to each Federal
agency that did not meet the goal estab-
lished under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iii) for the
most recently completed fiscal year, provide
training to contracting officers of that Fed-
eral agency on how to increase the number
of contracts awarded to qualified HUBZone
small business concerns.

‘“(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Administrator, in consultation
with the Office of the HUBZone Program and
the Office of Government Contracting, shall
issue guidance and best practices on increas-
ing the number of contracts awarded to
qualified HUBZone small business concern
for Federal agencies to which the goal estab-
lished under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iii) applies.

‘“(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this subsection, and
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall
submit to Congress a report detailing—

“‘(A) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal
yvear to which the report applies, a list of
each Federal agency that failed to meet the
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)({ii);

*“(B) for the fiscal year to which the report
applies, the number of trainings provided to
each Federal agency described in subpara-
graph (A); and

¢“(C) an overview of the content included in
the training sessions described in subpara-
graph (B).”.

(d) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND
CONTROLLED BY SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY
DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS.—Section 8(a) of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(a)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

¢(22) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED
AND CONTROLLED BY SOCIALLY AND ECONOMI-
CALLY DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
consultation with the Office of Government
Contracting, shall, with respect to each Fed-
eral agency that did not meet the goal estab-
lished under section 15(g)(1)(A)(iv) for the
most recently completed fiscal year, provide
training to contracting officers of that Fed-
eral agency on how to increase the number
of contracts awarded to small business con-
cerns owned and controlled by socially and
economically disadvantaged individuals.

‘“(B) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Administrator, in consultation
with the Office of Government Contracting,
shall issue guidance and best practices on in-
creasing the number of contracts awarded to
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals for Federal agencies
to which the goal established under section
15(g)(1)(A)(iv) applies.

‘(C) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this paragraph, and
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall
submit to Congress a report detailing—

‘(i) for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal
year to which the report applies, a list of
each Federal agency that failed to meet the
goal established under section 15(g)(1)(A)({v);

‘‘(ii) for the fiscal year to which the report
applies, the number of trainings provided to
each Federal agency described in clause (i);
and

‘“(iii) an overview of the content included
in the training sessions described in clause
(ii).”.

(e) NO AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS.—No additional amounts are
authorized to be appropriated to carry out
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this section or any of the amendments made
by this section.
SEC. 5866. SMALL BUSINESS PROCUREMENT.

Section 15 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 644) is amended—

(1) in subsection (g)—

(A) by inserting after ‘‘(g)” the following:
““GOALS FOR PARTICIPATION OF SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS IN PROCUREMENT CON-
TRACTS.—’; and

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)(i), by striking the
second sentence; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(C) REQUIREMENT TO INCREASE THE NUMBER
OF SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS.—In meeting
each of the goals under subparagraph (A),
the Government shall—

‘(i) increase the number of small business
concerns awarded contracts; and

‘‘(ii) ensure the participation of a broad
spectrum of small business concerns from a
wide variety of industries.”’; and

(2) in subsection (y)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as
subparagraph (F); and

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following:

‘‘(E) The number of new small business en-
trants, including new small business en-
trants that are small business concerns
owned and controlled by service-disabled
veterans, qualified HUBZone small business
concerns, small business concerns owned and
controlled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, and small business
concerns owned and controlled by women
awarded prime contracts in each North
American Industry Classification System
code during the fiscal year, and a comparison
to the number awarded prime contracts dur-
ing the prior fiscal year, if available.”’;

(B) in paragraph (3)(B)—

(i) by striking ““(E)”’ and inserting ‘“‘(F')’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘award of’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘owned and controlled by
women’’ and inserting the following: ‘“‘award
of—

‘(i) prime contracts to an increasing num-
ber of small business concerns, small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans, qualified HUBZone
small business concerns, small business con-
cerns owned and controlled by socially and
economically disadvantaged individuals, and
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by women, from a wide variety of in-
dustries; and

““(ii) subcontracts to small business con-
cerns, small business concerns owned and
controlled by service-disabled veterans,
qualified HUBZone small business concerns,
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, and small business
concerns owned and controlled by women’’;
and

(C) in paragraph (6)—

(i) by striking the heading and inserting
“DEFINITIONS.—’;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘subsection, the’’ and in-
serting: ‘“‘subsection:

“(A) NEW SMALL BUSINESS ENTRANT.—The
term ‘new small business entrant’ means a
small business concern that—

‘“(i) has been awarded a prime contract;
and

‘(i) has not previously been awarded a
prime contract.

¢“(B) SCORECARD.—The”’.

SEC. 5867. PLAIN LANGUAGE IN CONTRACTING.

(a) ACCESSIBILITY AND CLARITY IN COVERED
NOTICES FOR SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each covered notice shall
be written—
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(A) in a manner that is clear, concise, and
accessible to a small business concern; and

(B) in a manner consistent, to the extent
practicable, with the Federal plain language
guidelines established pursuant to the Plain
Writing Act of 2010 (5 U.S.C. 301 note).

(2) INCLUSION OF KEY WORDS IN COVERED NO-
TICES.—Each covered notice shall, to the
maximum extent practicable, include Kkey
words in the description of the covered no-
tice such that a small business concern seek-
ing contract opportunities using the single
governmentwide point of entry described
under section 1708 of title 41, United States
Code, can easily identify and understand
such covered notice.

(3) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration shall issue rules to
carry out this subsection.

(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) COVERED NOTICE.—The term ‘‘covered
notice” means a notice pertaining to small
business concerns published by a Federal
agency on the single governmentwide point
of entry described under section 1708 of title
41, United States Code.

(B) SMALL BUSINESS ACT DEFINITIONS.—The
terms ‘‘Federal agency’ and ‘‘small business
concern’” have the meanings given those
terms, respectively, in section 3 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632).

Subtitle E—Other Matters
SEC. 5871. REPORT ON ABILITY OF DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE TO IDENTIFY PROHIB-
ITED SEAFOOD IMPORTS IN SUPPLY
CHAIN FOR FOOD PROCUREMENT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Inspector
General of the Department of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report assessing whether the Depart-
ment has policies and procedures in place to
verify that the food the Department procures
does not include seafood originating in the
People’s Republic of China the importation
of which is prohibited under section 307 of
the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307), includ-
ing pursuant to a presumption under—

(1) section 3 of the Act entitled ‘“An Act to
ensure that goods made with forced labor in
the Xinjiang Autonomous Region of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China do not enter the
United States market, and for other pur-
poses’’, approved December 23, 2021 (Public
Law 117-78; 22 U.S.C. 6901 note) (commonly
referred to as the ‘“‘Uyghur Forced Labor
Prevention Act’’); or

(2) section 302A of the North Korea Sanc-
tions and Policy Enhancement Act of 2016 (22
U.S.C. 9241a).

TITLE LX—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subtitle F—Studies and Reports
SEC. 6031. REPORT ON PORTABLE, DRONE-AG-
NOSTIC MUNITIONS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in con-
sultation with the Secretaries of the mili-
tary departments, submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the
feasibility and cost of acquiring and fielding
portable, drone-agnostic droppable muni-
tions.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall address the fol-
lowing:

(1) The potential use of portable, drone-ag-
nostic droppable munitions to augment
small unit tactics and lethality in the
ground combat forces, including—

(A) trench warfare;

(B) countermine operations;

(C) anti-armor uses; and

(D) anti-personnel uses.

(2) The capability for portable, drone-ag-
nostic droppable munitions to have a dual
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tactical capacity to explode in the air or on
impact.

(3) The cost-effectiveness, affordability,
and domestic production capacity of port-
able, drone-agnostic droppable munitions in
comparison to one-way small uncrewed aer-
ial systems.

(4) The use of portable, drone-agnostic
droppable munitions in the Ukraine conflict
and best practices learned.

(5) The potential use of portable, drone-ag-
nostic droppable munitions in the defense of
Taiwan.

(6) Procurement challenges, legal restric-
tions, training shortfalls, operational limita-
tions, or other impediments to fielding port-
able, drone-agnostic droppable munitions at
the platoon level.

(7) A plan to equip platoon-sized ground
combat formations in the close combat force
with portable, drone-agnostic droppable mu-
nitions at a basis of issue, as determined ap-
propriate by the Secretary of the military
department concerned, including a proposed
timeline and fielding strategy.

(8) A plan to equip such other ground com-
bat units with portable, drone-agnostic
droppable munitions, as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary of the military de-
partment concerned.

(9) The capacity of the domestic defense in-
dustrial base to produce portable, drone-ag-
nostic droppable munitions.

(10) The capacity of the industrial bases of
foreign partners to produce portable, drone-
agnostic droppable munitions.

(11) The feasibility of fielding portable,
drone-agnostic droppable munitions in sup-
port of the findings of the report required by
section 1071 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law
118-31; 137 Stat. 407).

Subtitle H—Other Matters
SEC. 6041. ELIGIBILITY OF SPOUSES FOR SERV-
ICES UNDER THE DISABLED VET-
ERANS’ OUTREACH PROGRAM.

Section 4103A of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting ‘‘and eligible persons’ after
‘‘eligible veterans’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ¢, and
eligible persons,” after ‘‘Other eligible vet-
erans’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘“‘and eli-
gible persons’ after ‘‘veterans’ each place it
appears; and

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or eligible person’ after
“‘veteran” each place it appears; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or eligible person’s’’ after
“‘veteran’s’’;

(2) in subsection (d)(1)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘and eligible persons’
after ‘‘eligible veterans’ each place it ap-
pears; and

(B) by striking ‘‘non-veteran-related’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“‘(e) ELIGIBLE PERSON DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘eligible person’ means—

‘(1) any spouse described in section 4101(5)
of this title; or

‘“(2) the spouse of any person who died
while a member of the Armed Forces.” .

SEC. 6042. DISCLOSURES BY DIRECTORS, OFFI-
CERS, AND PRINCIPAL STOCK-
HOLDERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 16(a)(1) of the Se-
curities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C.
78p(a)(1)) is amended by inserting ‘‘(includ-
ing any such security of a foreign private
issuer, as that term is defined in section
240.3b—4 of title 17, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any successor regulation)’” after
“pursuant to section 12”°.
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(b) EFFECT ON REGULATION.—If any provi-
sion of section 240.3a12-3(b) of title 17, Code
of Federal Regulations, or any successor reg-
ulation, is inconsistent with the amendment
made by subsection (a), that provision of
such section 240.3a12-3(b) (or such successor)
shall have no force or effect.

(c) ISSUANCE OR AMENDMENT OF REGULA-
TIONS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Securities and
Exchange Commission shall issue final regu-
lations (or amend existing regulations of the
Commission) to carry out the amendment
made by subsection (a).

SEC. 6043. GAO STUDY AND REPORT ON INTEN-
TIONAL DISRUPTION OF THE NA-
TIONAL AIRSPACE SYSTEM.

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of
the United States (in this section referred to
as the ‘“Comptroller General’’) shall conduct
a study on the vulnerability of the National
Airspace System to potential disruptive op-
erations by any person, party, or entity (in
this section referred to as ‘‘adversaries’) ex-
ploiting the electromagnetic spectrum and
security vulnerabilities in the Aircraft Com-
munications, Reporting and Addressing Sys-
tem (ACARS) and Controller Pilot Data Link
Communications (CPDLC). Such study shall
include an analysis of—

(1) the extent to which adversaries can en-
gage in denial of service attacks and electro-
magnetic spectrum interference against—

(A) the National Airspace System; and

(B) high-traffic international routes of eco-
nomic and strategic importance to the
United States;

(2) the Federal Government’s efforts, to
date, to prevent and prepare for such denial
of service attacks and spectrum disruptions;

(3) the feasibility of mitigating the
vulnerabilities through cybersecurity and
other upgrades to the Aircraft Communica-
tions, Reporting and Addressing System and
Controller Pilot Data Link Communications;

(4) whether the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration is requiring sufficient cybersecurity
and electromagnetic spectrum defenses to
address denial of service attacks and other
risks in new technologies it mandates be
used on aircraft; and

(5) any other item determined appropriate
by the Comptroller General.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) TO CONGRESS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General shall submit to the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, and the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate and the Committee on
Armed Services, the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives a report containing
the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (a), together with recommendations
for such legislation and administrative ac-
tion as the Comptroller General determines
appropriate.

(B) UNCLASSIFIED FORM.—In preparing the
report under subparagraph (A), the Comp-
troller General shall ensure that any classi-
fied information is only in an addendum to
the report and not in the main body of the
report.

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Comptroller
General shall post the report submitted
under paragraph (1) on the public internet
website of the Government Accountability
Office at the time of such submission, but
shall not include any classified addendum in-
cluded with such report.
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SEC. 6044. NOMINATION IN EVENT OF DEATH,
RESIGNATION, OR EXPULSION FROM
OFFICE OF MEMBER OF CONGRESS
OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED TO NOMI-
NATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 513 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 51302 the following new section:
“§51302a. Nomination in event of death, res-

ignation, or expulsion from office of Mem-

ber of Congress otherwise authorized to
nominate

‘‘(a) SENATORS.—In the event a Senator
does not submit nominations for cadets for
an academic year in accordance with section
51302(b)(1) of this title due to death, resigna-
tion from office, or expulsion from office and
the date of the swearing-in of the Senator’s
successor as Senator occurs after the date of
the deadline for submittal of nominations for
cadets for the academic year, the nomina-
tions for cadets otherwise authorized to be
made by the Senator pursuant to such sec-
tion shall be made instead by the other Sen-
ator from the State concerned.

‘“(b) REPRESENTATIVES.—In the event a
Member of the House of Representatives
from a State does not submit nominations
for cadets for an academic year in accord-
ance with section 51302(b)(2) of this title due
to death, resignation from office, or expul-
sion from office and the date of the swearing-
in of the Representative’s successor as Rep-
resentative occurs after the date of the dead-
line for submittal of nominations for cadets
for the academic year, the nominations for
cadets otherwise authorized to be made by
the Representative pursuant to such section
shall be made instead by the Senators from
the State of the congressional district con-
cerned, with such nominations divided equal-
ly among such Senators and any remainder
going to the senior Senator from the State.

‘“(c) CONSTRUCTION OF AUTHORITY.—Any
nomination for cadets made by a Member
pursuant to this section is not a reallocation
of a nomination. Such nominations are made
in lieu of a Member not submitting nomina-
tions for cadets for an academic year in ac-
cordance with section 51302 of this title due
to death, resignation from office, or expul-
sion from office and the date of the swearing-
in of the Member’s successor occurs after the
date of the deadline for submittal of nomina-
tions for cadets for the academic year.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 513 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 51302 the following
new item:
¢“561302a. Nomination in event of death, res-

ignation, or expulsion from of-
fice of Member of Congress oth-
erwise authorized to nomi-
nate’.
SEC. 6045. REPORT ON AIRBORNE HAZARDS AND
OPEN BURN PIT REGISTRY 2.0.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the current status and timeline for
when the redesigned Airborne Hazards and
Open Burn Pit Registry 2.0 will be com-
pleted.

SEC. 6046. PREEMIE REAUTHORIZATION ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the “PREEMIE Reauthorization Act
of 2024,

(b) RESEARCH RELATING TO PRETERM LABOR
AND DELIVERY AND THE CARE, TREATMENT,
AND OUTCOMES OF PRETERM AND LOW BIRTH-
WEIGHT INFANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3(e) of the Pre-
maturity Research Expansion and Education
for Mothers who deliver Infants Early Act (42
U.S.C. 247Tb-4f(e)) is amended by striking ‘‘fis-
cal years 2019 through 2023 and inserting
“‘fiscal years 2024 through 2028°°.
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(2) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Effective as if
included in the enactment of the PREEMIE
Reauthorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115—
328), section 2 of such Act is amended, in the
matter preceding paragraph (1), by striking
‘“‘Section 2’ and inserting ‘‘Section 3.

(¢) INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP.—Section
5(a) of the PREEMIE Reauthorization Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-328) is amended by
striking ‘‘The Secretary of Health and
Human Services, in collaboration with other
departments, as appropriate, may establish”
and inserting ‘‘Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of the
PREEMIE Reauthorization Act of 2024, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, in
collaboration with other departments, as ap-
propriate, shall establish”.

(d) STUDY ON PRETERM BIRTHS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall enter into appro-
priate arrangements with the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
under which the National Academies shall—

(A) not later than 30 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, convene a committee
of experts in maternal health to study pre-
mature births in the United States; and

(B) upon completion of the study under
subparagraph (A)—

(i) approve by consensus a report on the re-
sults of such study;

(ii) include in such report—

(I) an assessment of each of the topics list-
ed in paragraph (2);

(IT) the analysis required by paragraph (3);
and

(ITI) the raw data used to develop such re-
port; and

(iii) not later than 24 months after the date
of enactment of this Act, transmit such re-
port to—

(I) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services;

(IT) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; and

(IITI) the Committee on Finance and the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate.

(2) ASSESSMENT TOPICS.—The topics listed
in this paragraph are each of the following:

(A) The financial costs of premature birth
to society, including—

(i) an analysis of stays in neonatal inten-
sive care units and the cost of such stays;

(ii) long-term costs of stays in such units
to society and the family involved post-dis-
charge; and

(iii) health care costs for families post-dis-
charge from such units (such as medications,
therapeutic services, co-payments for visits,
and specialty equipment).

(B) The factors that impact preterm birth
rates.

(C) Opportunities for earlier detection of
premature birth risk factors, including—

(i) opportunities to improve maternal and
infant health; and

(ii) opportunities for public health pro-
grams to provide support and resources for
parents in-hospital, in non-hospital settings,
and post-discharge.

(3) ANALYSIS.—The analysis required by
this paragraph is an analysis of—

(A) targeted research strategies to develop
effective drugs, treatments, or interventions
to bring at-risk pregnancies to term;

(B) State and other programs’ best prac-
tices with respect to reducing premature
birth rates; and

(C) precision medicine and preventative
care approaches starting early in the life
course (including during pregnancy) with a
focus on behavioral and biological influences
on premature birth, child health, and the
trajectory of such approaches into adult-
hood.
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SEC. 6047. BRIEFING ON A SECOND PILOT PRO-
GRAM FOR ADVANCED REACTORS.

(a) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall provide
to the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate and the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives a brief-
ing describing the requirements for, and
components of, a pilot program to provide
resilience for critical national security infra-
structure at Department of Defense facilities
with high energy intensity requirements by
contracting with a commercial entity to
site, construct, and operate at least one li-
censed reactor, capable of producing at least
60 megawatts of power, at a facility selected
for purposes of the pilot program by Decem-
ber 31, 2029.

(b) CONTENTS.—The briefing submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) An assessment of how a public-private
partnership for the reactor could reduce
ratepayer costs and avoid financial risk to
the mission of the Department of Defense.

(2) Identification of potential locations to
site, construct, and operate a reactor at ei-
ther—

(A) a commercial site that serves critical
mission interests of the Department; or

(B) a Department facility that contains
critical national security infrastructure that
the Secretary determines may not be energy
resilient.

(3) Assessments of different nuclear tech-
nologies, including technologies capable of
producing at least 60 megawatts of power, to
provide energy resiliency for critical na-
tional security infrastructure.

(4) A survey of potential commercial
stakeholders with which to enter into a con-
tract under the pilot program to construct
and operate a licensed reactor and, if appro-
priate, share offtake needs.

(5) A description of options to enter into
long-term contracting, including various fi-
nancial mechanisms for such purpose.

(6) Identification of requirements for reac-
tors to provide energy resilience to mission-
critical functions at facilities identified
under paragraph (2).

(7) An estimate of the costs of the pilot
program.

(8) A timeline with milestones for the pilot
program.

(9) An analysis of the existing authority of
the Secretary to permit the siting, construc-
tion, and operation of a reactor, if different
than authorities for micro-reactors.

(10) Such recommendations for legislative
or administrative action as the Secretary de-
termines necessary for the Department to
permit the siting, construction, or operation
of a reactor under the pilot program.

(11) A strategy for deploying additional re-
actors at other sites to increase the order
book for such reactors, including through
public-private partnerships.

(12) A plan for implementing the pilot pro-
gram, to begin implementation no later than
three months after submission of the report.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the brief-
ing required by subsection (a), the Secretary
shall consult with the following:

(1) The Secretary of Energy.

(2) The Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

(3) The Administrator of the General Serv-
ices Administration.

SEC. 6048. FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
AGREEMENT WITH THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU.

During the period beginning on October 1,
2024, and ending on the date on which a new
Federal programs and services agreement
with the Government of the Republic of
Palau enters into force, any activities de-
scribed in sections 132 and 221(a) of the Com-
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pact of Free Association between the Gov-

ernment of the United States of America and

the Government of the Republic of Palau set

forth in section 201 of Public Law 99-658 (48

U.S.C. 1931 note) shall, with the mutual con-

sent of the Government of the Republic of

Palau, continue in the manner authorized

and required for fiscal year 2024 under the

amended agreements described in sub-
sections (b) and (f) of section 462 of that

Compact.

SEC. 6049. REAUTHORIZATION OF UPPER COLO-
RADO AND SAN JUAN RIVER BASINS
ENDANGERED FISH AND THREAT-
ENED FISH RECOVERY IMPLEMEN-
TATION PROGRAMS.

(a) PURPOSE.—Section 1 of Public Law 106—
392 (114 Stat. 1602) is amended by inserting
“and threatened’ after ‘‘endangered’’.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 2 of Public Law
106-392 (114 Stat. 1602; 116 Stat. 3113) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘to imple-
ment the Recovery Implementation Program
for the Endangered Fish Species in the Upper
Colorado River dated September 29, 1987, and
extended by the Extension of the Coopera-
tive Agreement dated December 6, 2001, and
the 1992 Cooperative Agreement to imple-
ment the San Juan River Recovery Imple-
mentation Program dated October 21, 1992,
and as they may be amended’ and inserting
“for the Recovery Implementation Program
for Endangered Species in the Upper Colo-
rado River Basin dated September 29, 1987,
and the 1992 Cooperative Agreement for the
San Juan River Basin Recovery Implementa-
tion Program dated October 21, 1992, as the
agreements may be amended and extended’’;

(2) in paragraph (6)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘or threatened’ after ‘‘en-
dangered’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘removal or translocation’
and inserting ‘‘control’’;

(3) in paragraph (7), by striking
term’’ each place it appears;

(4) in paragraph (8), in the second sentence,
by striking ‘1988 Cooperative Agreement and
the 1992 Cooperative Agreement’ and insert-
ing ‘“Recovery Implementation Programs’’;

(5) in paragraph (9)—

(A) by striking ‘“leases and agreements’”
and inserting ‘‘acquisitions’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘or threatened’ after ‘‘en-
dangered’’; and

(C) by inserting ‘‘, as approved under the
Recovery Implementation Programs’ after
“nonnative fishes’’; and

(6) in paragraph (10), by inserting ‘‘pursu-
ant to the Recovery Implementation Pro-
gram for Endangered Species in the Upper
Colorado River Basin after ‘‘Service’.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION TO FUND RECOVERY PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 3 of Public Law 106-392 (114
Stat. 1603; 116 Stat. 3113; 120 Stat. 290; 123
Stat 1310; 126 Stat. 2444; 133 Stat. 809; 136
Stat. 5572) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘(1) There
is hereby authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary, $88,000,000 to undertake cap-
ital projects to carry out the purposes of this
Act. Such funds” and inserting the fol-
lowing:

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), there is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary for use by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation to undertake capital projects to
carry out the purposes of this Act $50,000,000
for the period of fiscal years 2024 through
2031.

‘“(B) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—For each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2031, the amount au-
thorized to be appropriated under subpara-
graph (A) shall be annually adjusted to re-
flect widely available engineering cost indi-
ces applicable to relevant construction ac-
tivities.

‘“‘long-
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‘“(C) NONREIMBURSABLE FUNDS.—Amounts
made available pursuant to subparagraph
(A

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Program
for Endangered Fish Species in the Upper
Colorado River Basin shall expire in fiscal
year 2024’ and inserting ‘‘Programs shall ex-
pire in fiscal year 2031’’; and

(C) by striking paragraph (3);

(2) by striking subsections (b) and (c) and
inserting the following:

‘“(b) NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO CAP-
ITAL PROJECTS.—The Secretary, acting
through the Bureau of Reclamation, may ac-
cept contributed funds, interests in land and
water, or other contributions from the Upper
Division States, political subdivisions of the
Upper Division States, or individuals, enti-
ties, or organizations within the Upper Divi-
sion States, pursuant to agreements that
provide for the contributions to be used for
capital projects costs.”’;

(3) by redesignating subsections (d)
through (j) as subsections (c) through (i), re-
spectively;

(4) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking
‘$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2020
through 2024 and inserting ¢‘$92,040,000 for
the period of fiscal years 2024 through 2031°’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the first sentence, by striking
¢“$4,000,000 per year” and inserting
¢¢$61,100,000 for the period of fiscal years 2024
through 2031°’;

(ii) in the second sentence—

(I) by inserting ‘“‘Basin’ after ‘‘San Juan
River”’; and

(IT) by striking *“$2,000,000 per year’’ and in-
serting ¢$30,940,000 for the period of fiscal
years 2024 through 2031°’; and

(iii) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘in
fiscal years commencing after the enactment
of this Act” and inserting ‘‘for fiscal year
2024 and each fiscal year thereafter’’; and

(C) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

‘(3) FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO ANNUAL
BASE FUNDING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years
2024 through 2031, the Secretary, acting
through the Bureau of Reclamation, may ac-
cept funds from other Federal agencies, in-
cluding power revenues collected pursuant to
the Act of April 11, 1956 (commonly known as
the ‘‘Colorado River Storage Project Act’)
(43 U.S.C. 620 et seq.).

‘“(B) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds made
available under subparagraph (A) shall be
available for expenditure by the Secretary,
as determined by the contributing agency in
consultation with the Secretary.

‘(C) TREATMENT OF FUNDS.—Funds made
available under subparagraph (A) shall be
treated as nonreimbursable Federal expendi-
tures.

‘(D) TREATMENT OF POWER REVENUES.—Not
more than $499,000 in power revenues over
the period of fiscal years 2024 through 2031
shall be accepted under subparagraph (A) and
treated as having been repaid and returned
to the general fund of the Treasury.

‘“(4) NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN-
NUAL BASE FUNDING.—The Secretary, acting
through the Bureau of Reclamation, may ac-
cept contributed funds from the Upper Divi-
sion States, political subdivisions of the
Upper Division States, or individuals, enti-
ties, or organizations within the Upper Divi-
sion States, pursuant to agreements that
provide for the contributions to be used for
annual base funding.

‘() REPLACEMENT POWER.—Contributions
of funds made pursuant to this subsection
shall not include the cost of replacement
power purchased to offset modifications to
the operation of the Colorado River Storage
Project to benefit threatened or endangered
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fish species under the Recovery Implementa-
tion Programs.’’;

(5) in subsection (f) (as so redesignated), in
the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘or threat-
ened”’ after ‘‘endangered’’;

(6) in subsection (g) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘unless the time period for the re-
spective Cooperative Agreement is extended
to conform with this Act’’ and inserting ‘¢, as
amended or extended’’;

(7) in subsection (h) (as so redesignated), in
the first sentence, by striking ‘“Upper Colo-
rado River Endangered Fish Recovery Pro-
gram or the San Juan River Basin Recovery
Implementation Program’” and inserting
‘“‘Recovery Implementation Programs’’; and

(8) in subsection (i)(1) (as so redesig-
nated)—

(A) by striking ‘2022’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘2030°’;

(B) by striking ‘2024 each place it appears
and inserting ‘2031°’; and

(C) in subparagraph (C)(ii)(III), by striking
‘“‘contributions by the States, power cus-
tomers, Tribes, water users, and environ-
mental organizations’ and inserting ‘‘non-
Federal contributions’.

SEC. 6050. RETIRED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS CONTINUING SERVICE.

Title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10101 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“PART PP—CIVIL LAW ENFORCEMENT

TASK GRANTS

“SEC. 3061. DEFINITIONS.
““‘In this part:

(1) CIVILIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT TASK.—The
term ‘civilian law enforcement task’ in-
cludes—

‘‘(A) assisting in homicide investigations;

‘(B) assisting in carjacking investigations;

‘(C) assisting in financial crimes inves-
tigations;

‘(D) reviewing camera footage;

‘“(E) crime scene analysis;

‘“(F) forensics analysis; and

‘(&) providing expertise in computers,
computer networks, information technology,
or the internet.

‘(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means a State, local, Tribal, or terri-
torial law enforcement agency.

“SEC. 3062. GRANTS AUTHORIZED.

“The Attorney General may award grants
to eligible entities for the purpose of hiring
retired personnel from law enforcement
agencies to—

‘(1) train civilian employees of the eligible
entity on civilian law enforcement tasks
that can be performed on behalf of a law en-
forcement agency; and

‘(2) perform civilian law enforcement
tasks on behalf of the eligible entity.

“SEC. 3063. ACCOUNTABILITY PROVISIONS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—A grant awarded under
this part shall be subject to the account-
ability requirements of this section.

“(b) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘unresolved audit finding’ means a find-
ing in a final audit report of the Inspector
General of the Department of Justice that an
audited grantee has used grant funds for an
unauthorized expenditure or otherwise unal-
lowable cost that is not closed or resolved
within 12 months from the date when the
final audit report is issued.

‘“(2) AupIiTs.—Beginning in the first fiscal
yvear beginning after the date of enactment
of the Retired Law Enforcement Officers
Continuing Service Act, and in each fiscal
year thereafter, the Inspector General of the
Department of Justice shall conduct audits
of recipients of grants under this part to pre-
vent waste, fraud, and abuse of funds by
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grantees. The Inspector General of the De-
partment of Justice shall determine the ap-
propriate number of grantees to be audited
each year.

‘(3) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A recipient of
grant funds under this part that is found to
have an unresolved audit finding shall not be
eligible to receive grant funds under this
part during the first 2 fiscal years beginning
after the end of the 12-month period de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

‘“(4) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this part, the Attorney General shall give
priority to eligible entities that did not have
an unresolved audit finding during the 3 fis-
cal years before submitting an application
for a grant under this part.

‘‘(c) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.—Beginning in
the fiscal year during which audits com-
mence under subsection (b)(2), the Attorney
General shall submit to the Committee on
the Judiciary and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the Committee
on the Judiciary and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
an annual certification—

‘(1) indicating whether—

““(A) all audits issued by the Office of the
Inspector General of the Department of Jus-
tice under subsection (b) have been com-
pleted and reviewed by the appropriate As-
sistant Attorney General or Director; and

‘(B) all mandatory exclusions required
under subsection (b)(3) have been issued; and

‘‘(2) that includes a list of any grant recipi-
ents excluded under subsection (b)(3) from
the previous year.

¢“(d) PREVENTING DUPLICATIVE GRANTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Before the Attorney
General awards a grant to an eligible entity
under this part, the Attorney General shall
compare potential grant awards with other
grants awarded by the Attorney General to
determine if grant awards are or have been
awarded for a similar purpose.

‘“(2) REPORT.—If the Attorney General
awards grants to the same applicant for a
similar purpose, the Attorney General shall
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives a report
that includes—

““(A) a list of all such grants awarded, in-
cluding the total dollar amount of any such
grants awarded; and

‘“(B) the reason the Attorney General
awarded multiple grants to the same appli-
cant for a similar purpose.’’.

SEC. 6051. MODERNIZING LAW ENFORCEMENT
NOTIFICATION.

(a) VERIFIED ELECTRONIC NOTIFICATION DE-
FINED.—Section 921(a) of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘(38) The term ‘verified electronic notifica-
tion’, with respect to a communication to a
chief law enforcement officer required under
section 922(c)(2), means a digital communica-
tion—

‘“(A) sent to the electronic communication
address that the chief law enforcement offi-
cer voluntarily designates for the purpose of
receiving those communications; and

“(B) that includes a method for verifying—

‘(i) the receipt of the communication; and

‘“(ii) the electronic communication address
to which the communication is sent.”.

(b) VERIFIED ELECTRONIC NOTIFICATION.—
Section 922(c) of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by striking paragraph (2) and in-
serting the following:

‘(2) the transferor has—

‘“(A) prior to the shipment or delivery of
the firearm, forwarded a copy of the sworn
statement, together with a description of the
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firearm, in a form prescribed by the Attor-
ney General, to the chief law enforcement of-
ficer of the transferee’s place of residence,
by—

‘(i) registered or certified mail (return re-
ceipt requested); or

‘“(ii) verified electronic notification; and

“(B)(1) with respect to a delivery method
described in subparagraph (A)(i)—

“(I) received a return receipt evidencing
delivery of the statement; or

“(IT) had the statement returned due to the
refusal of the named addressee to accept
such letter in accordance with United States
Post Office Department regulations; or

‘‘(ii) with respect to a delivery method de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii), received a re-
turn receipt evidencing delivery of the state-
ment; and’’.

SEC. 6052. RED HILL HEALTH REGISTRY.

(a) REGISTRY FOR IMPACTED INDIVIDUALS OF
THE RED HILL INCIDENT.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF REGISTRY.—The Sec-
retary of Defense, in consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
shall establish within the Department of De-
fense or through an award of a grant or con-
tract, as the Secretary determines appro-
priate, a Red Hill Incident exposure registry
to collect data on health implications of pe-
troleum-contaminated water for impacted
individuals and potentially impacted individ-
uals on a voluntary basis.

(2) CONTRACTS.—The Secretary of Defense
may contract with independent research in-
stitutes or consultants, nonprofit or public
entities, laboratories, or medical schools, as
the Secretary considers appropriate, that are
not part of the Federal Government to assist
with the registry established under para-
graph (1).

(3) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall con-
sult with non-Federal experts, including in-
dividuals with certification in epidemiology,
toxicology, mental health, pediatrics, and
environmental health, and members of the
impacted community.

(b) USE OF EXISTING FUNDS.—The Secretary
of Defense shall carry out activities under
this section using amounts previously appro-
priated for the Defense Health Agency for
such activities.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) IMPACTED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘im-
pacted individual” means an individual who,
at the time of the Red Hill Incident, lived or
worked in a building or residence served by
the community water system at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Oahu, Hawaii.

(2) POTENTIALLY IMPACTED INDIVIDUAL.—
The term ‘‘potentially impacted individual®’
means an individual who, after the Red Hill
Incident, lived or worked in a building or
residence served by the community water
system at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
Oahu, Hawaii, including an individual who is
not a beneficiary of the military health sys-
tem.

(3) RED HILL INCIDENT.—The term ‘‘Red Hill
Incident” means the release of fuel from the
Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility, Oahu,
Hawalii, into the sole-source basal aquifer lo-
cated 100 feet below the facility, contami-
nating the community water system at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on November 20,
2021.

SEC. 6053. IMPROVE INITIATIVE.

Part B of title IV of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 284 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 409K. IMPROVE INITIATIVE.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, in consultation
with the Director the Eunice Kennedy Shriv-
er National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, shall establish a pro-
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gram to be known as the Implementing a
Maternal health and PRegnancy Outcomes
Vision for Everyone Initiative (referred to in
this section as the ‘Initiative’).

“(b) DuTIES.—The Initiative shall—

‘(1) advance research to—

““(A) reduce preventable causes of maternal
mortality and severe maternal morbidity;

‘(B) reduce health disparities related to
maternal health outcomes, including such
disparities associated with medically under-
served populations; and

“(C) improve health for pregnant and
postpartum women before, during, and after
pregnancy;

‘“(2) use an integrated approach to under-
stand the factors, including biological, be-
havioral, and other factors, that affect ma-
ternal mortality and severe maternal mor-
bidity by building an evidence base for im-
proved outcomes in specific regions of the
United States; and

‘“(3) target health disparities associated
with maternal mortality and severe mater-
nal morbidity by—

““(A) implementing and evaluating commu-
nity-based interventions for disproportion-
ately affected women; and

“(B) identifying risk factors and the under-
lying biological mechanisms associated with
leading causes of maternal mortality and se-
vere maternal morbidity in the United
States.

“‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Director of the
Institute may award grants or enter into
contracts, cooperative agreements, or other
transactions to carry out subsection (a).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $53,400,000 for each of
fiscal years 2025 through 2031.”’.

SEC. 6054. SECOND CHANCE REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2024.

(a) STATE AND LOCAL REENTRY DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECTS.—Section 2976 of title I of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10631) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (8), by striking the period
at the end; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(9) treating substance use disorders, in-
cluding by providing peer recovery services,
case management, and access to overdose
education and overdose reversal medica-
tions; and

‘(10) providing reentry housing services.”’;
and

(2) in subsection (0)(1), by striking ‘2019
through 20237 and inserting ‘2025 through
2029°.

(b) GRANTS FOR FAMILY-BASED SUBSTANCE
ABUSE TREATMENT.—Section 2926(a) of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10595a(a)) is amended by
striking ‘2019 through 2023 and inserting
€¢2025 through 2029,

(c) GRANT PROGRAM TO EVALUATE AND IM-
PROVE EDUCATIONAL METHODS AT PRISONS,
JAILS, AND JUVENILE FACILITIES.—Section
1001(2)(28) of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C.
10261(a)(28)) is amended by striking 2019,
2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023’ and inserting ‘2025
through 2029.

(d) CAREERS TRAINING DEMONSTRATION
GRANTS.—Section 115(f) of the Second
Chance Act of 2007 (34 U.S.C. 60511(f)) is
amended by striking 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022,
and 2023 and inserting ‘2025 through 2029°.

(e) OFFENDER REENTRY SUBSTANCE ABUSE
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE COLLABORATION PRO-
GRAM.—Section 201(f)(1) of the Second
Chance Act of 2007 (34 U.S.C. 60521(f)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘2019 through 2023’ and
inserting ‘2025 through 2029°°.
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(f) COMMUNITY-BASED MENTORING AND
TRANSITIONAL SERVICE GRANTS TO NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS.—Section 211(f) of the Second
Chance Act of 2007 (34 U.S.C. 60531(f)) is
amended by striking ‘2019 through 2023’ and
inserting ‘2025 through 2029”’.

SEC. 6055. MODIFICATION OF RULES FOR AP-
PROVAL OF COMMERCIAL DRIVER
EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR PUR-
POSES OF EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAMS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3680A(e) of title
38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(3) as subparagraphs (A) though (C), respec-
tively;

(2) in the matter before subparagraph (A),
as redesignated by paragraph (1), by insert-
ing ‘(1) before ‘“The Secretary’’;

(3) in paragraph (1)(B), as redesignated by
paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘except as pro-
vided in paragraph (2),”” before ‘‘the course’’;
and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph (2):

““(2)(A) Subject to this paragraph, a com-
mercial driver education program is exempt
from paragraph (1)(B) for a branch of an edu-
cational institution if the commercial driver
education program offered at the branch by
the educational institution—

‘(i) is appropriately licensed; and

¢“(ii)(I) the branch is located in a State in
which the same commercial driver education
program is offered by the same educational
institution at another branch of that edu-
cational institution in the same State that
is approved for purposes of this chapter by a
State approving agency or the Secretary
when acting in the role of a State approving
agency; or

“(II)(aa) the branch is located in a State in
which the same commercial driver education
program is not offered at another branch of
the same educational institution in the same
State; and

‘“(bb) the branch has been operating for a
period of at least one year using the same
curriculum as a commercial driver education
program offered by the educational institu-
tion at another location that is approved for
purposes of this chapter by a State approv-
ing agency or the Secretary when acting in
the role of a State approving agency.

“(B)(1) In order for a commercial driver
education program of an educational institu-
tion offered at a branch described in para-
graph (1)(B) to be exempt under subpara-
graph (A) of this paragraph, the educational
institution shall submit to the Secretary
each year that paragraph (1)(B) would other-
wise apply a report that demonstrates that
the curriculum at the new branch is the
same as the curriculum at the primary loca-
tion.

‘‘(ii) Reporting under clause (i) shall be
submitted in accordance with such require-
ments as the Secretary shall establish in
consultation with the State approving agen-
cies.

“(C)(i) The Secretary may withhold an ex-
emption under subparagraph (A) for any edu-
cational institution or branch of an edu-
cational institution as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

‘(ii) In making any determination under
clause (i), the Secretary may consult with
the Secretary of Transportation on the per-
formance of a provider of a commercial driv-
er program, including the status of the pro-
vider within the Training Provider Registry
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Admin-
istration when appropriate.

‘(D) The Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
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of the House of Representatives a notifica-
tion not later than 30 days after the Sec-
retary grants an exemption under this para-
graph. Such notification shall identify the
educational institution and branch of such
educational institution granted such exemp-
tion.”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIREMENTS.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish requirements
under section 3680A(e)(2)(B)(ii) of such title,
as added by subsection (a).

(2) RULEMAKING.—In promulgating any
rules to carry out paragraph (2) of section
3680A(e) of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a), the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall consult with State ap-
proving agencies.

(3) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply to commercial
driver education programs on and after the
day that is 365 days after the date on which
the Secretary establishes the requirements
under paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED
STATES STUDY.—Not later than 365 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall—

(1) conduct a study to—

(A) ascertain the effects of the amend-
ments made by subsection (a); and

(B) the feasibility and advisability of simi-
larly amending the rules for approval of pro-
grams of education for other vocational pro-
grams of education; and

(2) submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the findings of the Comp-
troller General with respect to such study.
SEC. 6056. ENSURING ONLY LICENSED HEALTH

CARE PROFESSIONALS PERFORM
MEDICAL DISABILITY EXAMINA-
TIONS UNDER CERTAIN DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PILOT
PROGRAM.

(a) PROHIBITION ON USE OF CERTAIN HEALTH
CARE PROFESSIONALS.—Section 504(c)(1) of
the Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note)
is amended by inserting ‘‘only” before ‘‘a
health care professional”’.

(b) REMEDIES.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall take such actions as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to ensure com-
pliance with section 504(c) of the Veterans’
Benefits Improvements Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note), as amended
by subsection (a).

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act and not less frequently than once each
year thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on—

(1) the conduct of the pilot program estab-
lished under section 504 of the Veterans’ Ben-
efits Improvements Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note); and

(2) the actions of the Secretary under sub-
section (b).

(d) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Section 504 of
the Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note)
is amended, in the section heading, by strik-
ing ‘“‘PHYSICIANS’’ and inserting ‘‘HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONALS”’.

SEC. 6057. REQUIREMENT TO INCLUDE IMPLE-
MENTATION PLAN IN STRATEGY TO
RESPOND TO UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEMS INCURSIONS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
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Defense shall submit a plan to expedite the
testing, demonstration and validation of
technologies that support the strategy re-
quired under subparagraph (A) of section
1057(a)(1) to the appropriate committees of
Congress (as that term is defined in subpara-
graph (C) of such section).

SEC. 6058. READMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR

SERVICEMEMBERS.

Subsection (a) of section 484C of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1091c(a)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“‘(a) DEFINITION OF SERVICE IN THE UNI-
FORMED SERVICES.—In this section, the term
‘service in the uniformed services’ means
service (whether voluntary or involuntary)
on active duty in the Armed Forces, includ-
ing such service by a member of the National
Guard or Reserve.”.

SEC. 6059. SICKLE CELL DISEASE PREVENTION
AND TREATMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1106(b) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300b-
5(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)(ii), by striking
“‘prevention and treatment of sickle cell dis-
ease’’ and inserting ‘‘treatment of sickle cell
disease and the prevention and treatment of
complications of sickle cell disease’’;

(2) in paragraph (2)(D), by striking ‘‘pre-
vention and treatment of sickle cell disease”
and inserting ‘‘treatment of sickle cell dis-
ease and the prevention and treatment of
complications of sickle cell disease’’;

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘enter
into a contract with’’ and inserting ‘“‘make a
grant to, or enter into a contract or coopera-
tive agreement with,”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), in each of clauses
(ii) and (iii), by striking ‘‘prevention and
treatment of sickle cell disease’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘treatment of sickle cell disease and the
prevention and treatment of complications
of sickle cell disease’’; and

(4) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘$4,455,000
for each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023
and inserting ‘$8,205,000 for each of fiscal
yvears 2024 through 2028”°.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that further research should be un-
dertaken to expand the understanding of the
causes of, and to find cures for, heritable
blood disorders, including sickle cell disease.
SEC. 6060. SHARING OF INFORMATION WITH RE-

SPECT TO SUSPECTED VIOLATIONS
OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHTS.

Section 628A of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19
U.S.C. 1628a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘suspects’ and inserting ‘‘has a
reasonable suspicion’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘, packing materials, ship-
ping containers,” after ‘‘its packaging’’ each
place it appears; and

(ii) by striking ‘; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) may provide to the person nonpublic
information about the merchandise that
was—

‘“(A) generated by an online marketplace
or other similar market platform, an express
consignment operator, a freight forwarder,
or any other entity that plays a role in the
sale or importation of merchandise into the
United States or the facilitation of such sale
or importation; and

‘“(B) provided to, shared with, or obtained
by, U.S. Customs and Border Protection.’’;
and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘;
and inserting a semicolon;

and”’
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(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘() any other party with an interest in the
merchandise, as determined appropriate by
the Commissioner.”.

SEC. 6061. TREATMENT OF PRESCREENING RE-
PORT REQUESTS.

Section 604(c) of the Fair Credit Reporting
Act (15 U.S.C. 1681b(c)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘(4) TREATMENT OF PRESCREENING REPORT
REQUESTS.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) CREDIT UNION.—The term ‘credit union’
means a Federal credit union or a State
credit union, as those terms are defined in
section 101 of the Federal Credit Union Act
(12 U.S.C 1752).

‘(i) INSURED DEPOSITORY INSTITUTION.—
The term ‘insured depository institution’ has
the meaning given the term in section 3 of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C.
1813(c)).

‘‘(iii) RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LOAN.—The
term ‘residential mortgage loan’ has the
meaning given the term in section 1503 of the
S.A.F.E. Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008 (12
U.S.C. 5102).

‘“(iv) SERVICER.—The term ‘servicer’ has
the meaning given the term in section 6(i) of
the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act
of 1974 (12 U.S.C. 2605(1)).

‘“(B) LIMITATION.—If a person requests a
consumer report from a consumer reporting
agency in connection with a credit trans-
action involving a residential mortgage loan,
that agency may not, based in whole or in
part on that request, furnish a consumer re-
port to another person under this subsection
unless that other person—

‘(i) has submitted documentation to that
agency certifying that such other person
has, pursuant to paragraph (1)(A), the au-
thorization of the consumer to whom the
consumer report relates; or

‘(ii)(I) has originated a current residential
mortgage loan of the consumer to whom the
consumer report relates;

‘“(IT) is the servicer of a current residential
mortgage loan of the consumer to whom the
consumer report relates; or

“(III)(aa) is an insured depository institu-
tion or credit union; and

‘“(bb) holds a current account for the con-
sumer to whom the consumer report re-
lates.”.

SEC. 6062. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR THE COAST GUARD.

Section 4902 of title 14, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2022 and 2023 and
inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2024"’;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘““(1)(A) For the” and all
that follows through 2023.”” at the end of
clause (ii) and inserting the following:

“(1)(A) For the operation and maintenance
of the Coast Guard, not otherwise provided
for, $10,054,000,000 for fiscal year 2024.”’;

(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)({)” and
inserting ‘‘subparagraph (A)”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘$23,456,000’ and inserting
°$24,717,000”’; and

(C) by striking subparagraph (C);

(3) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘“(2) For the procurement, construction,
renovation, and improvement of aids to navi-
gation, shore facilities, vessels, aircraft, and
systems, including equipment related there-
to, and for maintenance, rehabilitation,
lease, and operation of facilities and equip-
ment, $1,413,950,000 for fiscal year 2024."’;
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(4) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘equip-
ment—"" and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end of subparagraph (B) and in-
serting ‘‘equipment, $7,476,000 for fiscal year
2024.”’; and

(5) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘Defense—
> and all that follows through the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘Defense, $277,000,000
for fiscal year 2024.”.

SEC. 6063. MODIFICATION OF ACQUISITION OF
ICEBREAKER.

Section 11223 of the Don Young Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 2022 (Public Law
117-263; 136 Stat. 4021; 14 U.S.C. 561 note) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Para-
graphs’ and all that follows through ‘‘apply’’
and inserting ‘‘Paragraphs (1) and (3) of sub-
section (a), and subsection (b), of section 1132
of title 14, United States Code, shall not
apply’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

*“(3) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAW.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Commandant pro-
vides the briefing described in subparagraph
(B), paragraphs (4) and (5) of subsection (a),
and subsections (d) and (e), of section 1132 of
title 14, United States Code, shall not apply
to an acquisition or procurement of an ice-
breaker under subsection (a) until—

‘(i) the first phase of the initial acquisi-
tion or procurement is complete; and

‘“(ii) initial operating capacity is achieved.

‘‘(B) BRIEFING DESCRIBED.—The briefing de-
scribed in this subparagraph is a briefing
provided by the Commandant to the appro-
priate congressional committees not later
than 30 days after the date of the enactment
of this paragraph that includes a detailed
cost estimate for an icebreaker procured or
acquired under subsection (a), including—

‘(i) expected upgrades and crewing needs;
and

‘“(ii) for each year of the estimated service
life of such an icebreaker, the estimated
costs for modification, shore infrastructure,
crewing, and maintenance.”’;

(2) by redesignating subsections
through (j) as subsection (h) through (k);

(3) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsection (g):

‘(g) FULL OPERATING CAPABILITY.—

‘(1) BRIEFING.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the procurement or acquisition of
an icebreaker under subsection (a), the Com-
mandant shall provide the appropriate con-
gressional committees with a briefing that
includes a detailed cost estimate for the ice-
breaker for each year of the estimated serv-
ice life of the icebreaker, including the esti-
mated costs for modification, shore infra-
structure to support the cutter and crew,
crewing, maintenance, and any other costs
related to the icebreaker.

¢‘(2) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Commandant shall not
expend any funds to reconfigure an ice-
breaker procured or acquired under sub-
section (a), beyond the funds required to
achieve initial operating capability of the
icebreaker, until the date that 7 days after
the date on which the Commandant provides
the briefing required by paragraph (1).

‘(B) PLANNING AND PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
ACTIVITIES.—The limitation on use of funds
under subparagraph (A) shall not apply to
the expenditure of funds for planning and
program management activities relating to
reconfiguration of an icebreaker procured or
acquired under subsection (a).”’; and

(4) in subsection (k), as redesignated, by
striking ‘‘3 years’ and inserting ‘‘56 years’’.

(@
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SEC. 6064. AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL AS-
SETS SALE AND TRANSFER ACT OF
2016.

(a) PURPOSES.—Section 2 of the Federal As-
sets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C.
1303 note; Public Law 114-287) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (10), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(11) implementing innovative methods for
the sale, redevelopment, consolidation, or
lease of Federal buildings and facilities, in-
cluding the use of no cost, nonappropriated
contracts for expert real estate services to
obtain the highest and best value for the tax-
payer.”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3(5)(B)(viii) of
the Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of
2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114-287)
is amended by inserting ‘‘, other than office
buildings and warehouses,” after ‘‘Prop-
erties”.

(c) BoARD.—Section 4(c)(3) of the Federal
Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40
U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114-287) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘““The term” and inserting
the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the term’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A), the term of a member of the
Board shall continue beyond 6 years until
such time as the President appoints a re-
placement member of the Board.”.

(d) BOARD MEETINGS.—Section 5(b) of the
Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016
(40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114-287) is
amended by striking ‘‘Five Board members’’
and inserting ‘‘4 Board members’’.

(e) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—Section 7 of the
Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016
(40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114-287) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(c) RETURN TO CIVIL SERVICE.—An Execu-
tive Director selected from the civil service
(as defined in section 2101 of title 5, United
States Code) shall be entitled to return to
the civil service (as so defined) after service
to the Board ends if the service of the Execu-
tive Director to the Board ends for reasons
other than misconduct, neglect of duty, or
malfeasance.”.

(f) STAFF.—Section 8 of the Federal Assets
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303
note; Public Law 114-287) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘and the Director of OMB’’;
and

(B) by inserting ‘‘for a period of not less
than 1 year” before ‘‘to assist the Board’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(c) HIRING OF TERM EMPLOYEES.—The Ex-
ecutive Director, with approval of the Board,
may use the Office of Personnel Management
to hire employees for terms not to exceed 2
years pursuant to the Office of Personnel
Management guidance for nonstatus appoint-
ments in the competitive service.”.

(g) TERMINATION.—Section 10 of the Fed-
eral Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40
U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114-287) is
amended by striking ‘‘6 years after the date
on which the Board members are appointed
pursuant to section 4 and inserting ‘‘on De-
cember 31, 2026°°.

(h) DEVELOPMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO
BoARD.—Section 11 of the Federal Assets
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303
note; Public Law 114-287) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘the Administrator and the Di-
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rector of OMB”’ and inserting ‘‘the Adminis-
trator, the Director of OMB, and the Board’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘and square’ and inserting
“number of Federal employees physically re-
porting to the respective property each work
day, square’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘¢, amount of acreage asso-
ciated with the respective property, and
whether the respective property is on a cam-
pus or larger facility, other than Federal ci-
vilian real properties excluded for reasons of
national security in accordance with section
3(6)(B)(iii)”’ before the period at the end; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) CONSOLIDATION PLANS.—Any Federal
agency plans to consolidate, reconfigure, or
otherwise reduce the use of owned and leased
Federal civilian real property of the Federal
agency if those plans are estimated to fur-
ther the purposes of this Act as described in
section 2.”";

(2) in subsection (b)(3)(J), by inserting °°,
including access by members of federally
recognized Indian Tribes,” after ‘‘public ac-
cess’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(e) DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION.—The
Board may not publicly disclose any infor-
mation received under paragraph (2) or (3) of
subsection (a) until the Board, the Adminis-
trator, and the Director of OMB enter into
an agreement describing what information is
ready to be publicly disclosed.”.

(i) BOARD DUTIES.—Section 12 of the Fed-
eral Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40
U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114-287) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2), by striking the sec-
ond sentence and inserting the following: ‘“‘In
the case of a failure by a Federal agency to
comply with a request of the Board, the
Board shall notify the committees listed in
section 5(c), the relevant congressional com-
mittees of jurisdiction for the Federal agen-
cy, and the inspector general of the Federal
agency of that failure.”’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ¢, Trib-
al,” after ““State’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting *‘, Trib-
al,” after ‘‘State’’;

(3) by redesignating subsections (d)
through (i) as subsections (e) through (j), re-
spectively;

(4) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(d) PREPARATION OF PROPERTIES FOR DIS-
POSAL.—At the request of, and in coordina-
tion with, the Board, a Federal agency may
undertake any analyses and due diligence as
necessary, to supplement the independent
analysis of the Board under subsection (¢), to
prepare a property for disposition so that the
property may be included in the rec-
ommendations of the Board under subsection
(h), including completion of the require-
ments of section 306108 of title 54, United
States Code, for historic preservation and
identification of the likely highest and best
use of the property subsequent to disposi-
tion.”’;

(5) in subsection (h) (as so redesignated)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C); and

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A)
the following:

“(B) the process to be followed by Federal
agencies to carry out the actions described
in subparagraph (A), including the use of no
cost, nonappropriated contracts for expert
real estate services and other innovative
methods, to obtain the highest and best
value for the taxpayer; and”’’; and
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(B) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(C) THIRD ROUND.—During the period be-
ginning on the day after the transmittal of
the second report and ending on the day be-
fore the date on which the Board terminates
under section 10, the Board shall transmit to
the Director of OMB a third report required
under paragraph (1).”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION.—45 days be-
fore the date on which the Board transmits
the third report required under paragraph
(1), the Board shall notify—

‘“(A) any State or local government of any
findings, conclusions, or recommendations
contained in that report that relate to a Fed-
eral civilian real property located in the
State or locality, as applicable; and

‘(B) any federally recognized Indian Tribe
of any findings, conclusions, or recommenda-
tions contained in that report that relate to
a Federal civilian real property that—

‘(i) is in close geographic proximity to a
property described in section 3(5)(B)(v); or

‘“(ii) relates to a Federal civilian real prop-
erty that is known to be accessed at regular
frequency by members of the federally recog-
nized Indian Tribe for other reasons.’’; and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

(k) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Board
shall periodically submit to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report containing any rec-
ommendations on consolidations, exchanges,
sales, lease reductions, and redevelopments
that are not included in the transmissions
submitted under subsection (h), or approved
by the Director of OMB under section 13, but
that the majority of the Board concludes
meets the goals of this Act.”.

(j) REVIEW BY OMB.—Section 13 of the Fed-
eral Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40

U.S.C. 1303 note; Public Law 114-287) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (g)” and inserting ‘‘sub-

sections (b) and (h)’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(4)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘, in whole or in part,” be-
fore ‘‘received under paragraph (3)”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘revised” the second place
it appears.

(k) AGENCY RETENTION OF RECORDS.—Sec-
tion 20 of the Federal Assets Sale and Trans-
fer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Public
Law 114-287) is amended by striking sub-
section (b) and inserting the following:

‘““(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The provisions of
this section, including the amendments
made by this section, shall take effect on the
date on which the Board transmits the sec-
ond report under section 12(h)(2)(B) and shall
apply to proceeds from—

‘(1) transactions contained in that report;
and

‘“(2) any transactions conducted after the
date on which the Board terminates under
section 10.”.

(1) FEDERAL REAL PROPERTY DATABASE.—
Section 21(b) of the Federal Assets Sale and
Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note; Pub-
lic Law 114-287) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

““(9)(A) Whether the Federal real property
is on a campus or similar facility; and

‘“(B) if applicable, identification of the
campus or facility and related details, in-
cluding total acreage of the campus or facil-
ity.”.

(m) ACCESS TO FEDERAL REAL PROPERTY
COUNCIL MEETINGS AND REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Assets Sale
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note;
Public Law 114-287) is amended by adding at
the end the following:
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“SEC. 26. ACCESS TO FEDERAL REAL PROPERTY
COUNCIL MEETINGS AND REPORTS.

“The Federal Real Property Council estab-
lished by subsection (a) of section 623 of title
40, United States Code, shall ensure that the
Board has access to any meetings of the Fed-
eral Real Property Council and any reports
required under that section, subject to the
condition that the Board enters into a
memorandum of understanding relating to
public disclosure with the Administrator and
the Federal Real Property Council before the
Board has access to those meetings and re-
ports.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Federal Assets
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-287; 130 Stat. 1463) is amended by insert-
ing after the item relating to section 25 the
following:

‘‘Sec. 26. Access to Federal Real Property
Council meetings and reports.”.

(n) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 3(9) of the Federal Assets Sale
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note;
Public Law 114-287) is amended by striking
‘‘section 12(e)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 12(f)”.

(2) Section 14(g2)(1)(A) of the Federal Assets
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303
note; Public Law 114-287) is amended by
striking ‘‘section 12(g)”’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 12(h)”.

(0) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 16(b)(1) of the Federal Assets
Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303
note; Public Law 114-287) is amended, in the
second sentence, by striking ‘‘of General
Services’’.

(2) Section 21(a) of the Federal Assets Sale
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note;
Public Law 114-287) is amended by striking
‘‘of General Services”.

(3) Section 24 of the Federal Assets Sale
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note;
Public Law 114-287) is amended, in each of
subsections (a), (b), and (c), by striking ‘‘of
General Services’.

(4) Section 25(b) of the Federal Assets Sale
and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 U.S.C. 1303 note;
Public Law 114-287) is amended by striking
‘‘of General Services”.

SEC. 6065. CHIP EQUIP ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“The Chip Equipment Quality,
Usefulness, and Integrity Protection Act of
2024 or the ““Chip EQUIP Act’.

(b) PURCHASES OF SEMICONDUCTOR MANU-
FACTURING EQUIPMENT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—Section 9901 of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15
U.S.C. 4651) is amended by inserting after
paragraph (13) the following:

‘“(14) The term ‘completed, fully assem-
bled’ means the state in which all (or sub-
stantially all) necessary parts, chambers,
subsystems, and subcomponents have been
put together, resulting in a ready-to-use or
ready-to-install item to be directly pur-
chased from an entity.

‘(156) The term ‘ineligible equipment’—

‘“(A) means completed, fully assembled
semiconductor manufacturing equipment
that is manufactured or assembled by a for-
eign entity of concern or subsidiary of a for-
eign entity of concern and used in the fab-
rication, assembly, testing, advanced pack-
aging, production, or research and develop-
ment of semiconductors;

‘“(B) includes—

‘(i) deposition equipment;

‘“(ii) etching equipment;

¢‘(iii) lithography equipment;

‘“(iv) inspection and measuring equipment;

‘“(v) wafer slicing equipment;

“(vi) wafer dicing equipment;

‘‘(vii) wire bonders;
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“‘(viii) ion implantation equipment;

‘(ix) chemical mechanical polishing; and

“(x) diffusion or oxidation furnaces; and

‘(C) does not include any part, chamber,
subsystem, or subcomponent that enables or
is incorporated into such equipment.”.

(2) INELIGIBLE USE OF FUNDS.—Section 9902
of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2021 (15 U.S.C. 4652) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(j) INELIGIBLE USE OF FUNDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary shall include in the terms of
each agreement with a covered entity for the
award of Federal financial assistance under
this section prohibitions with respect to a
project relating to the procurement, instal-
lation, or use of ineligible equipment, to be
effective for the duration of the agreement.

‘(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive
the prohibitions described in paragraph (1)
if—

‘““(A) the ineligible equipment to be pur-
chased by the applicable covered entity is
not produced in the United States or an al-
lied or partner country in sufficient and rea-
sonably available quantities or of a satisfac-
tory quality to support established or ex-
pected production capabilities; or

‘“(B)(1) the use of the ineligible equipment
complies with the requirements set forth in
the Export Administration Regulations, as
defined in section 1742 of the Export Control
Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4801); and

‘“(ii) the Secretary, in consultation with
the Director of National Intelligence or the
Secretary of Defense, determines the waiver
is in the national security interest of the
United States.

‘“(3) FOREIGN ENTITIES OF CONCERN.—Noth-
ing in this subsection shall be construed to
waive the application of section 9907.”.

SEC. 6066. TELEPHONE HELPLINE FOR ASSIST-
ANCE FOR VETERANS AND OTHER
ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.

(a) MAINTENANCE OF HELPLINE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall main-
tain a toll-free telephone helpline that a cov-
ered individual may use to obtain informa-
tion about, or through which a covered indi-
vidual may be directed to, any service or
benefit provided under a law administered by
the Secretary.

(2) CONTRACT FOR DIRECTION OF CALLS AU-
THORIZED.—The Secretary may enter into a
contract with a third-party to direct calls
made to the toll-free helpline maintained
pursuant to paragraph (1) to the appropriate
office regarding a service or benefit de-
scribed in that paragraph.

(3) LIVE INDIVIDUAL REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that a covered individual
using the telephone helpline maintained pur-
suant to paragraph (1) has the option to
speak with a live individual.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual” means—

(A) a veteran;

(B) an individual acting on behalf of a vet-
eran; or

(C) an individual, other than a veteran,
who is eligible to receive a benefit or service
under a law administered by the Secretary.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(3) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2002(b) of
title 38, United States Code.
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SEC. 6067. STUDY AND REPORT ON DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE USE OF CHINESE-MADE
UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE SYS-
TEMS AND PROHIBITION ON DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE PROCURE-
MENT AND OPERATION OF SUCH
SYSTEMS.

(a) STUDY AND REPORT ON USE IN DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE SYSTEMS OF CHINESE-MADE
UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE SYSTEMS.—

(1) STUDY AND REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall—

(A) conduct a study on the use in Depart-
ment of Defense systems of covered un-
manned ground vehicle systems made by
covered foreign entities; and

(B) submit to the congressional defense
committees a report on the findings of the
Secretary with respect to the study con-
ducted pursuant to subparagraph (A).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The study conducted pursu-
ant to paragraph (1)(A) shall cover the fol-
lowing:

(A) The extent to which covered unmanned
ground vehicle systems made by covered for-
eign entities are used by the Department, in-
cluding a list of all such covered unmanned
ground vehicle systems.

(B) The extent to which covered unmanned
ground vehicle systems made by covered for-
eign entities are used by contractors of the
Department.

(C) The nature of the use described in sub-
paragraph (B).

(D) An assessment of the national security
threats associated with using covered un-
manned ground vehicle systems in applica-
tions of the Department. Such assessment
shall cover concerns relating to the fol-
lowing:

(i) Cybersecurity.

(ii) Technological maturity of the systems.

(iii) Technological vulnerabilities in the
systems that may be exploited by foreign ad-
versaries of the United States.

(E) Actions taken by the Department to
identify covered foreign entities that—

(i) develop or manufacture covered un-
manned ground vehicle systems; and

(ii) have a military-civil nexus on the list
maintained by the Department under section
1260H(b) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C.
113 note).

(F) The feasibility and advisability of di-
recting the Defense Innovation Unit, or an-
other entity in the Department of Defense,
to develop a list of United States manufac-
turers of covered unmanned ground vehicle
systems.

(G) A recommendation on whether a prohi-
bition on the procurement and operation of
covered unmanned ground vehicle systems is
in the best interest of the Department.

(b) PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT AND OP-
ERATION BY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OF COV-
ERED UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE SYSTEMS
FroOM COVERED FOREIGN ENTITIES.—

(1) PROHIBITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
except as provided in paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary of Defense may not procure or operate
any covered unmanned ground vehicle sys-
tem that is manufactured or assembled by a
covered foreign entity.

(B) APPLICABILITY TO CONTRACTED SERV-
ICES.—The prohibition under subparagraph
(A) with respect to the operation of covered
unmanned ground vehicles systems applies
to any such system that is being used by the
Department of Defense through the method
of contracting for the services of such sys-
tems.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary of Defense
is exempt from any restrictions under sub-
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section (a) in a case in which the Secretary
determines that the procurement or oper-
ation—

(A) is required in the national interest of
the United States; and

(B) is for the sole purposes of—

(i) research, evaluation, training, testing,
or analysis for electronic warfare, informa-
tion warfare operations, cybersecurity, or
the development of unmanned ground vehi-
cle system or counter-unmanned ground ve-
hicle system technology; or

(ii) conducting counterterrorism or coun-
terintelligence activities, protective mis-
sions, Federal criminal or national security
investigations (including forensic examina-
tions), electronic warfare, information war-
fare operations, cybersecurity activities, or
the development of unmanned ground vehi-
cle system or counter-unmanned ground ve-
hicle system technology.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term
“‘covered foreign country’ means any of the
following:

(A) The People’s Republic of China.

(B) The Russian Federation.

(C) The Islamic Republic of Iran.

(D) The Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea

(2) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term
‘“‘covered foreign entity’’ means an entity
that is domiciled in a covered foreign coun-
try or subject to influence or control by the
government of a covered foreign country, as
determined by the Secretary of Defense.

(3) COVERED UNMANNED GROUND VEHICLE
SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘covered unmanned
ground vehicle system’—

(A) means a mechanical device that—

(i) is capable of locomotion, navigation, or
movement on the ground; and

(ii) operates at a distance from one or more
operators or supervisors based on commands
or in response to sensor data, or through any
combination thereof; and

(B) includes—

(i) remote surveillance vehicles, autono-
mous patrol technologies, mobile robotics,
and humanoid robots; and

(ii) the vehicle, its payload, and any exter-
nal device used to control the vehicle.

SEC. 6068. EXPANDING COOPERATIVE RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENTS
TO PARTNERSHIPS WITH UNITED
STATES TERRITORIAL GOVERN-
MENTS.

Section 12 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3710a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking‘‘State
or local government’’ and inserting ‘‘State,
local, or territorial government’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(h) TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS.—For the
purposes of this section, the government of a
territory of the United States shall be con-
sidered a non-Federal party.”.

SEC. 6069. PRESERVATION OF AFFORDABLE
HOUSING RESOURCES.

(a) FACILITATING PREPAYMENT OF INDEBT-
EDNESS FOR CERTAIN PROPERTIES.—In fiscal
year 2024, the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may waive or speci-
fy alternative requirements for any provi-
sion of section 202 of the Housing Act of 1959
(12 U.S.C. 1701q) (as in effect before the date
of enactment of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
12701 et seq.)) and section 811 of the Amer-
ican Homeownership and Economic Oppor-
tunity Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 1701q note; Pub-
lic Law 106-569), except for requirements re-
lating to fair housing, nondiscrimination,
labor standards, and the environment, in
order to facilitate prepayment of any indebt-
edness relating to any remaining principal
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and interest under a loan made under section
202 of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C.
1701q) (as in effect before the date of enact-
ment of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12701 et seq.))
for a property that consists of not more than
15 units, is located in a municipality with a
population of not more than 15,000 individ-
uals, is within 5 years of maturity, is no
longer effectively serving a need in the com-
munity, is functionally obsolescent, and for
which the Secretary has determined that the
property prepayment is part of a trans-
action, including a transaction involving
transfer or replacement contracts described
in subsection (b), that will provide rental
housing assistance for the elderly or persons
with disabilities on terms of at least equal
duration and at least as advantageous to ex-
isting and future tenants as the terms re-
quired by current loan agreements entered
into under any provisions of law.

(b) TRANSFER OR REPLACEMENT OF CON-
TRACT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any con-
trary provision of law, in order to preserve
affordable housing resources, upon a prepay-
ment of a loan described in subsection (a),
the Secretary may transfer or replace the
contract for assistance at such prepaid prop-
erty with a project-based subsidy contract
under section 8 of the United States Housing
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) to 1 or more mul-
tifamily housing projects located in the
same State as the prepaid property, for the
benefit of the elderly or persons with disabil-
ities who are eligible to receive housing as-
sistance under such section 8, to assist the
same number of units at the receiving multi-
family housing project or projects.

(2) USE OF PROJECT-BASED RENTAL ASSIST-
ANCE AMOUNTS.—The Secretary may fund a
transferred or replaced contract described in
paragraph (1) from amounts available to the
Secretary under the heading ‘‘Project-Based
Rental Assistance”.

SEC. 6070. USE OF ROYALTY GAS AT MCALESTER
ARMY AMMUNITION PLANT.

Section 342 of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 (42 U.S.C. 156902) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

“(j)  MCALESTER ARMY  AMMUNITION
PLANT.—At the request of the Secretary of
Defense, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) take in-kind royalty gas from any
lease on the McAlester Army Ammunition
Plant in McAlester, Oklahoma; and

‘(2) sell such royalty gas to the Depart-
ment of Defense in accordance with sub-
section (h)(1), for use only at that plant, only
for energy resilience purposes, and only to
the extent necessary to meet the natural gas
needs of that plant.”.

SEC. 6071. OUTBOUND INVESTMENT TRANS-
PARENCY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Defense Production
Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4501 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“TITLE VIII—PROTECTION OF COVERED

SECTORS
“SEC. 801. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

‘(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

““(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate; and

‘(B) the Committee on Financial Services
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives.

‘(2) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term
‘country of concern’ means, subject to such
regulations as may be prescribed in accord-
ance with section 806, a country specified in
section 4872(d)(2) of title 10, United States
Code.
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‘(3) COVERED ACTIVITY.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to such regula-
tions as may be prescribed in accordance
with section 806, and except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the term ‘covered activity’
means any activity engaged in by a United
States person in a related covered sector
that involves—

‘(i) an acquisition by such United States
person of an equity interest or contingent
equity interest, or monetary capital con-
tribution, in a covered foreign entity, di-
rectly or indirectly, by contractual commit-
ment or otherwise, with the goal of gener-
ating income or gain;

‘‘(ii) an arrangement for an interest held
by such United States person in the short- or
long-term debt obligations of a covered for-
eign entity that includes governance rights
that are characteristic of an equity invest-
ment, management, or other important
rights, as defined in regulations prescribed in
accordance with section 806;

‘‘(iii) the establishment of a wholly owned
subsidiary in a country of concern, such as a
greenfield investment, for the purpose of pro-
duction, design, testing, manufacturing, fab-
rication, or development related to one or
more covered sectors;

‘“(iv) the establishment by such United
States person of a joint venture in a country
of concern or with a covered foreign entity
for the purpose of production, design, test-
ing, manufacturing, fabrication, or research
involving one or more covered sectors, or
other contractual or other commitments in-
volving a covered foreign entity to jointly
research and develop new innovation, includ-
ing through the transfer of capital or intel-
lectual property or other business propri-
etary information; or

‘‘(v) the acquisition by a United States per-
son with a covered foreign entity of—

‘“(I) operational cooperation, such as
through supply or support arrangements;

‘“(IT) the right to board representation (as
an observer, even if limited, or as a member)
or an executive role (as may be defined
through regulation) in a covered foreign en-
tity;

‘“(III) the ability to direct or influence
such operational decisions as may be defined
through such regulations;

‘“(IV) formal governance representation in
any operating affiliate, like a portfolio com-
pany, of a covered foreign entity; or

(V) a new relationship to share or provide
business services, such as but not limited to
financial services, marketing services, main-
tenance, or assembly functions, related to
covered sectors.

‘“(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The term ‘covered ac-
tivity’ does not include—

‘(i) any transaction the value of which the
Secretary of the Treasury determines is de
minimis, as defined in regulations prescribed
in accordance with section 806;

‘“(ii) any category of transactions that the
Secretary determines is in the national in-
terest of the United States, as may be de-
fined in regulations prescribed in accordance
with section 806;

‘‘(iii) any ordinary or administrative busi-
ness transaction as may be defined in such
regulations;

“(iv) an investment by a United States per-
son in—

‘(I any publicly traded security (as that
term is defined in section 3(a)(10) of the Se-
curities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C.
78c(a)(10)), denominated in any currency,
that trades on a securities exchange or
through the method of trading that is com-
monly referred to as ‘over-the-counter,” in
any jurisdiction; or

““(IT1) a security issued by—

‘“‘(aa) any investment company (as that
term is defined in section 3(a)(1) of the In-
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vestment Company Act of 1940, as amended,
at 156 U.S.C. 80a-3(a)(1)) that is registered
with the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, such as index funds, mutual funds, or
exchange traded funds;

‘“(bb) any company that has elected to be a
business development company pursuant to
section 54 of the Investment Company Act of
1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a-53); or

‘‘(cc) any derivative of item (aa) or (bb);

‘“(v) any ancillary transaction undertaken
by a financial institution (as that term is de-
fined in defined in section 5312 of title 31,
United States Code); or

‘“(vi) the creation, contribution to, or pro-
vision of software distributed under open
source licenses that permit downstream
users to use, reproduce, distribute, copy, cre-
ate derivative works of, and make modifica-
tions to the software.

‘(C) ANCILLARY TRANSACTION DEFINED.—In
this paragraph, the term ‘ancillary trans-
action’ means the processing, settling, clear-
ing or sending of payments and cash trans-
actions, underwriting services, credit rating
services, and other services ordinarily inci-
dent to and part of the provision of financial
services, such as opening bank accounts, di-
rect custody services, foreign exchange serv-
ices, remittances services, and safe deposit
services.

‘‘(4) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to regulations
prescribed in accordance with section 806,
and except as provided in subparagraph (B),
the term ‘covered foreign entity’ means—

‘(i) any entity that is incorporated in, has
a principal place of business in, or is orga-
nized under the laws of a country of concern;

‘“(ii) any entity the equity securities of
which are primarily traded in the ordinary
course of business on one or more exchanges
in a country of concern;

‘“(iii) any entity in which any entity de-
scribed in subclause (i) or (ii) holds, individ-
ually or in the aggregate, directly or indi-
rectly, an ownership interest of greater than
50 percent; or

‘“(iv) any other entity that is not a United
States person and that meets such criteria
as may be specified by the Secretary of the
Treasury in such regulations.

‘(B) EXCEPTION.—The term ‘covered for-
eign entity’ does not include any entity de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) that can dem-
onstrate that a majority of the equity inter-
est in the entity is ultimately owned by—

‘(i) nationals of the United States; or

‘“(ii) nationals of such countries (other
than countries of concern) as are identified
for purposes of this subparagraph pursuant
to regulations prescribed in accordance with
section 806.

‘“(5) COVERED SECTORS.—Subject to regula-
tions prescribed in accordance with section
806, the term ‘covered sectors’ includes sec-
tors within the following areas, as specified
in such regulations:

“(A) Advanced semiconductors and micro-
electronics.

‘“(B) Artificial intelligence.

‘(C) Quantum information science and
technology.

‘(D) Hypersonics.

“(BE) Satellite-based communications.

‘“(F) Networked laser scanning systems
with dual-use applications.

‘“(6) PARTY.—The term ‘party’, with re-
spect to an activity, has the meaning given
that term in regulations prescribed in ac-
cordance with section 806.

‘(7T UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United
States’ means the several States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and any territory or pos-
session of the United States.

‘“(8) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
‘United States person’ means—
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““(A) an individual who is a citizen or na-
tional of the United States or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence in
the United States; and

‘“(B) any corporation, partnership, or other
entity organized under the laws of the
United States or the laws of any jurisdiction
within the United States.

“SEC. 802. ADMINISTRATION OF UNITED STATES
INVESTMENT NOTIFICATION.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall del-
egate the authorities and functions under
this title to the Secretary of the Treasury.

‘“(b) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the
duties of the Secretary under this title, the
Secretary shall—

‘(1) coordinate with the Secretary of Com-
merce; and

‘(2) consult with the United States Trade
Representative, the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of State, and the Director of
National Intelligence.

“SEC. 803. MANDATORY NOTIFICATION OF COV-
ERED ACTIVITIES.

‘‘(a) MANDATORY NOTIFICATION.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Subject to regulations
prescribed in accordance with section 806, be-
ginning on the date that is 90 days after such
regulations take effect, a United States per-
son that plans to engage in a covered activ-
ity shall—

““(A) if such covered activity is not a se-
cured transaction, submit to the Secretary
of the Treasury a complete written notifica-
tion of the activity not later than 14 days be-
fore the anticipated completion date of the
activity; and

‘(B) if such covered activity is a secured
transaction, submit to the Secretary of the
Treasury a complete written notification of
the activity not later than 14 days after the
completion date of the activity.

¢“(2) CIRCULATION OF NOTIFICATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall,
upon receipt of a notification under para-
graph (1), promptly inspect the notification
for completeness.

“(B) INCOMPLETE NOTIFICATIONS.—If a noti-
fication submitted under paragraph (1) is in-
complete, the Secretary shall promptly in-
form the United States person that submits
the notification that the notification is not
complete and provide an explanation of rel-
evant material respects in which the notifi-
cation is not complete.

¢“(3) IDENTIFICATION OF NON-NOTIFIED ACTIV-
ITY.—The Secretary shall establish a process
to identify covered activities for which—

‘“(A) a notification is not submitted to the
Secretary under paragraph (1); and

‘(B) information is reasonably available.

*“(b) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), any information or documen-
tary material filed with the Secretary of the
Treasury pursuant to this section shall be
exempt from disclosure under section 552 of
title 5, United States Code, and no such in-
formation or documentary material may be
made public by any government agency or
Member of Congress.

‘“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The exemption from dis-
closure provided by paragraph (1) shall not
prevent the disclosure of the following:

“‘(A) Information relevant to any adminis-
trative or judicial action or proceeding.

“(B) Information provided to Congress or
any of the appropriate congressional com-
mittees.

“(C) Information important to the national
security analysis or actions of the President
to any domestic governmental entity, or to
any foreign governmental entity of an ally
or partner of the United States, under the di-
rection and authorization of the President or
the Secretary, only to the extent necessary
for national security purposes, and subject
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to appropriate confidentiality and classifica-
tion requirements.

(D) Information that the parties have
consented to be disclosed to third parties.
“SEC. 804. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 360 days
after the date on which the regulations pre-
scribed under section 806 take effect, and not
less frequently than annually thereafter, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report that—

‘(1) lists all notifications submitted under
section 803(a) during the year preceding sub-
mission of the report and includes, with re-
spect to each such notification—

‘““(A) basic information on each party to
the covered activity with respect to which
the notification was submitted; and

‘“(B) the nature of the covered activity
that was the subject to the notification, in-
cluding the elements of the covered activity
that necessitated a notification;

‘(2) includes a summary of those notifica-
tions, disaggregated by sector, by covered
activity, and by country of concern;

“(3) provides additional context and infor-
mation regarding trends in the sectors, the
types of covered activities, and the countries
involved in those notifications;

‘“(4) includes a description of the national
security risks associated with—

‘“(A) the covered activities with respect to
which those notifications were submitted; or

‘(B) categories of such activities; and

‘() assesses the overall impact of those
notifications, including recommendations
for—

““(A) expanding existing Federal programs
to support the production or supply of cov-
ered sectors in the United States, including
the potential of existing authorities to ad-
dress any related national security concerns;

‘(B) investments needed to enhance cov-
ered sectors and reduce dependence on coun-
tries of concern regarding those sectors; and

‘(C) the continuation, expansion, or modi-
fication of the implementation and adminis-
tration of this title, including recommenda-
tions with respect to whether the definition
of ‘country of concern’ under section 801(2)
should be amended to add or remove coun-
tries.

‘“(b) ForRM OF REPORT.—Each report re-
quired by this section shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex.

‘‘(c) TESTIMONY REQUIRED.—Not later than
one year after the date of enactment of this
title, and annually thereafter, the Secretary
of the Treasury and the Secretary of Com-
merce shall each provide to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives tes-
timony with respect to the national security
threats relating to investments by United
States persons in countries of concern and
broader international capital flows.

“SEC. 805. PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT.

‘“(a) PENALTIES WITH RESPECT TO UNLAW-
FUL AcCTS.—Subject to regulations prescribed
in accordance with section 806, it shall be un-
lawful—

‘(1) to fail to submit a notification under
subsection (a) of section 803 with respect to
a covered activity or to submit other infor-
mation as required by the Secretary of the
Treasury; or

‘(2) to make a material misstatement or
to omit a material fact in any information
submitted to the Secretary under this title.

‘“(b) ENFORCEMENT.—The President may di-
rect the Attorney General to seek appro-
priate relief in the district courts of the
United States, in order to implement and en-
force this title.
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“SEC. 806. REQUIREMENT FOR REGULATIONS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 360 days
after the date of the enactment of this title,
the Secretary of the Treasury shall finalize
regulations to carry out this title.

‘““(b) ELEMENTS.—Regulations prescribed to
carry out this title shall include specific ex-
amples of the types of—

‘(1) activities that will be considered to be
covered activities; and

‘“(2) the specific sectors and subsectors
that may be considered to be covered sec-
tors.

‘“(c) REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN REGULA-
TIONS.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall
prescribe regulations further defining the
terms used in this title, including ‘covered
activity’, ‘covered foreign entity’, and
‘party’, in accordance with subchapter II of
chapter 5 and chapter 7 of title 5 (commonly
known as the ‘Administrative Procedure
Act’).

“(d) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN RULE-
MAKING.—The provisions of section 709 shall
apply to any regulations issued under this
title.

‘‘(e) LOW-BURDEN REGULATIONS.—In pre-
scribing regulations under this section, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall structure the
regulations—

‘(1) to minimize the cost and complexity
of compliance for affected parties;

‘“(2) to ensure the benefits of the regula-
tions outweigh their costs;

““(3) to adopt the least burdensome alter-
native that achieves regulatory objectives;

‘“(4) to prioritize transparency and stake-
holder involvement in the process of pre-
scribing the regulations; and

‘“(5) to regularly review and streamline ex-
isting regulations to reduce redundancy and
complexity.

“SEC. 807. MULTILATERAL ENGAGEMENT AND
COORDINATION.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall del-
egate the authorities and functions under
this section to the Secretary of State.

“(b) AUTHORITIES.—The Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Secretary of Commerce, the
United States Trade Representative, and the
Director of National Intelligence, shall—

‘(1) conduct bilateral and multilateral en-
gagement with the governments of countries
that are allies and partners of the United
States to ensure coordination of protocols
and procedures with respect to covered ac-
tivities with countries of concern and cov-
ered foreign entities; and

‘“(2) upon adoption of protocols and proce-
dures described in paragraph (1), work with
those governments to establish mechanisms
for sharing information, including trends,
with respect to such activities.

‘(c) STRATEGY FOR DEVELOPMENT OF OUT-
BOUND INVESTMENT  SCREENING MECHA-
NIsMs.—The Secretary of State, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of the Treasury and
in consultation with the Attorney General,
shall—

‘(1) develop a strategy to work with coun-
tries that are allies and partners of the
United States to develop mechanisms com-
parable to this title for the notification of
covered activities; and

“(2) provide technical assistance to those
countries with respect to the development of
those mechanisms.

‘“(d) REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the development of the strategy re-
quired by subsection (b), and annually there-
after for a period of 5 years, the Secretary of
State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report that includes
the strategy, the status of implementing the
strategy, and a description of any impedi-
ments to the establishment of mechanisms
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comparable to this title by allies and part-
ners.

‘(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘appropriate congressional committees’
means—

“‘(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Finance, the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, and the Select Committee
on Intelligence of the Senate; and

“(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Ways and Means, the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, the Committee
on Energy and Commerce, and the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives.

“SEC. 808. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out this title, including to
provide outreach to industry and persons af-
fected by this title.

‘“(b) HIRING AUTHORITY.—The head of any
agency designated as a lead agency under
section 802(b) may appoint, without regard
to the provisions of sections 3309 through
3318 of title 5, United States Code, not more
than 25 candidates directly to positions in
the competitive service (as defined in section
2102 of that title) in that agency. The pri-
mary responsibility of individuals in posi-
tions authorized under the preceding sen-
tence shall be to administer this title.

“SEC. 809. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION WITH RE-
SPECT TO FREE AND FAIR COM-
MERCE.

‘““Nothing in this title may be construed to
restrain or deter foreign investment in the
United States, United States investment
abroad, or trade in goods or services, if such
investment and trade do not pose a risk to
the national security of the United States.”.

(b) SUNSET.—This section and the amend-
ments made by this section shall terminate
on the date that is 5 years after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 6072. TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS FROM THE
RAILROAD UNEMPLOYMENT INSUR-
ANCE ACCOUNT.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 235 of the Con-
tinued Assistance to Rail Workers Act of
2020 (subchapter III of title II of division N of
Public Law 116-260; 2 U.S.C. 906 note) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2); and

(B) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)—" and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (a) shall take effect 7
days after the date of enactment of the Con-
tinued Assistance to Rail Workers Act of
2020.”’; and

(2) by striking subsection (c).

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply as if enacted on
the day before the date on which the na-
tional emergency concerning the novel
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak de-
clared by the President on March 13, 2020,
under the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) terminates.

(c) OFFSET FROM TECHNOLOGY MODERNIZA-
TION FUND.—Of the unobligated balances of
the amount made available under section
4011 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
(135 Stat. 80), $13,000,000 are rescinded.

SEC. 6073. RECORDS PRESERVATION PROCESSES
FOR CERTAIN AT-RISK AFGHAN AL-
LIES.

(a) DEFINITION OF AFGHAN ALLY.—In this
section and only for the purpose of the De-
partment of Defense records preservation
processes established by this section, the
term ‘‘Afghan ally’ means an alien who is a
citizen or national of Afghanistan, or in the
case of an alien having no nationality, an
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alien who last habitually resided in Afghani-
stan, who—

(1) was—

(A) a member of—

(i) the special operations forces of the Af-
ghanistan National Defense and Security
Forces;

(ii) the Afghanistan National Army Special
Operations Command;

(iii) the Afghan Air Force; or

(iv) the Special Mission Wing of Afghani-
stan;

(B) a female member of any other entity of
the Afghanistan National Defense and Secu-
rity Forces, including—

(i) a cadet or instructor at the Afghanistan
National Defense University; and

(ii) a civilian employee of the Ministry of
Defense or the Ministry of Interior Affairs;

(C) an individual associated with former
Afghan military and police human intel-
ligence activities, including operators and
Department of Defense sources;

(D) an individual associated with former
Afghan military counterintelligence,
counterterrorism, or counternarcotics;

(E) an individual associated with the
former Afghan Ministry of Defense, Ministry
of Interior Affairs, or court system, and who
was involved in the investigation, prosecu-
tion or detention of combatants or members
of the Taliban or criminal networks affili-
ated with the Taliban;

(F) an individual employed in the former
justice sector in Afghanistan as a judge,
prosecutor, or investigator who was engaged
in rule of law activities for which the United
States provided funding or training; or

(G) a senior military officer, senior en-
listed personnel, or civilian official who
served on the staff of the former Ministry of
Defense or the former Ministry of Interior
Affairs of Afghanistan; and

(2) provided service to an entity or organi-
zation described in paragraph (1) for not less
than 1 year during the period beginning on
December 22, 2001, and ending on September
1, 2021, and did so in support of the United
States mission in Afghanistan.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the Afghanistan National Defense and
Security Forces includes members of the se-
curity forces under the Ministry of Defense
and the Ministry of Interior Affairs of the Is-
lamic Republic of Afghanistan, including the
Afghanistan National Army, the Afghan Air
Force, the Afghanistan National Police, and
any other entity designated by the Secretary
of Defense as part of the Afghanistan Na-
tional Defense and Security Forces during
the relevant period of service of the appli-
cant concerned.

(¢) AFGHAN ALLIES RECORDS PRESERVATION
PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall establish a
process by which an individual may apply to
the Secretary of Defense for classification as
an Afghan ally.

(2) APPLICATION SYSTEM.—The process es-
tablished under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) include the development and mainte-
nance of a secure online portal through
which applicants may provide information
verifying their status as Afghan allies and
upload supporting documentation; and

(B) allow—

(i) an applicant to submit his or her own
application;

(ii) a designee of an applicant to submit an
application on behalf of the applicant; and

(iii) the submission of an application re-
gardless of where the applicant is located,
provided that the applicant is outside the
United States.

(3) REVIEW PROCESS.—As soon as prac-
ticable after receiving a request for classi-
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fication described in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of Defense shall—

(A) review—

(i) the service record of the applicant, if
available;

(ii) if the applicant provides a service
record or other supporting documentation,
any information within the internal or con-
tractor-held records of the Department of
Defense that helps verify the service record
concerned, including information or an at-
testation provided by any current or former
official of the Department of Defense who
has personal knowledge of the eligibility of
the applicant for such classification; and

(iii) available data holdings in the posses-
sion of the Department of Defense or any
contractor of the Department of Defense, in-
cluding as applicable biographic and biomet-
ric records, iris scans, fingerprints, voice bi-
ometric information, hand geometry bio-
metrics, other identifiable information, and
any other information related to the appli-
cant, including relevant derogatory informa-
tion; and

(B)(1) in a case in which the Secretary of
Defense determines that the applicant is an
Afghan ally without significant derogatory
information, the Secretary shall preserve a
complete record of such application for po-
tential future use by the applicant or a des-
ignee of the applicant; and

(ii) include with such preserved record—

(I) any service record concerned, if avail-
able;

(IT) if the applicant provides a service
record, any information that helps verify the
service record concerned; and

(ITI) any biometrics for the applicant.

(4) REVIEW PROCESS FOR DENIAL OF REQUEST
FOR RECORDS PRESERVATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an appli-
cant with respect to whom the Secretary of
Defense denies a request for classification
and records preservation based on a deter-
mination that the applicant is not an Afghan
ally or based on derogatory information—

(i) the Secretary shall provide the appli-
cant with a written notice of the denial that
provides, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, a description of the basis for the de-
nial, including the facts and inferences, or
evidentiary gaps, underlying the individual
determination; and

(ii) the applicant shall be provided an op-
portunity to submit not more than 1 written
appeal to the Secretary for each such denial.

(B) DEADLINE FOR APPEAL.—An appeal
under clause (ii) of subparagraph (A) shall be
submitted—

(i) not more than 120 days after the date on
which the applicant concerned receives no-
tice under clause (i) of that subparagraph; or

(ii) on any date thereafter, at the discre-
tion of the Secretary of Defense.

(C) REQUEST TO REOPEN.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—An applicant who receives
a denial under subparagraph (A) may submit
a request to reopen a request for classifica-
tion and records preservation under the proc-
ess established under paragraph (1) so that
the applicant may provide additional infor-
mation, clarify existing information, or ex-
plain any unfavorable information.

(ii) LIMITATION.—After considering 1 such
request to reopen from an applicant, the Sec-
retary of Defense may deny subsequent re-
quests to reopen submitted by the same ap-
plicant.

(5) TERMINATION.—The application process
under this subsection shall terminate on the
date that—

(A) is not earlier than ten years after the
date of the enactment of this Act; and

(B) on which the Secretary of Defense
makes a determination that such termi-
nation is in the national interest of the
United States.
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(6) GENERAL PROVISIONS.—

(A) PROHIBITION ON FEES.—The Secretary of
Defense may not charge any fee in connec-
tion with a request for a classification or
records preservation under this section.

(B) DEFENSE PERSONNEL.—Any limitation
in law with respect to the number of per-
sonnel within the Office of the Secretary of
Defense, the military departments, or a De-
fense Agency (as defined in section 101(a) of
title 10, United States Code) shall not apply
to personnel employed for the primary pur-
pose of carrying out this section.

(C) REPRESENTATION.—An alien applying
for records preservation under this section
may be represented during the application
process, including at relevant interviews and
examinations, by an attorney or other ac-
credited representative. Such representation
shall not be at the expense of the United
States Government.

SEC. 6074. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) Jens Stoltenberg served as the Prime
Minister of Norway from 2000 to 2001 and 2005
to 2013.

(2) Norway was a founding member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (referred
to in this Act as “NATO”’) on April 4, 1949.

(3) As Prime Minister of Norway, Jens
Stoltenberg oversaw Norway’s increased de-
fense spending levels and the modernization
of the Norwegian Armed Forces.

(4) A primary objective of NATO is to pro-
vide security and support to member nations
and promote democratic values to ensure
stability and peace.

(5) Jens Stoltenberg assumed the position
of Secretary General of NATO in October
2014.

(6) The United States was the first NATO
member to support Jens Stoltenberg’s ap-
pointment as Secretary General.

(7) Jens Stoltenberg has led NATO through
significant new investments, reinforced its
capabilities and enhanced the collective de-
fense of the Alliance.

(8) Jens Stoltenberg has advocated for
greater burden sharing among members of
the NATO Alliance, and under his leadership
the Alliance will see 23 member countries
reach or exceed the 2 percent defense spend-
ing commitment by 2024, compared to 4
member countries in 2014.

(9) Jens Stoltenberg’s commitment to bet-
ter burden sharing has resulted in a stronger
and more sustainable Alliance than at any
other time in NATO history.

(10) Under Jens Stoltenberg’s leadership,
NATO has successfully undergone multiple
enlargement periods and has extended mem-
bership to Finland, Montenegro, North Mac-
edonia and Sweden.

(11) In addition to bolstering the collective
security of the Alliance, NATO enlargement
indicates that an increasing number of coun-
tries are meeting key benchmarks on the
military, political and legal requirements
needed for NATO accession, enhancing inter-
operability, defense expenditure and intel-
ligence sharing among member countries.

(12) Jens Stoltenberg has increased NATO’s
partnerships with Indo-Pacific countries to
cooperate more closely to address our shared
global challenges including cyber defense,
emergency technologies, and the multitude
of challenges posed by the People’s Republic
of China.

(13) Jens Stoltenberg included Indo-Pacific
leaders at NATO summits and traveled to
the region which further cemented these im-
portant partnerships.

(14) Following Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022, Jens
Stoltenberg has led the Alliance in main-
taining unprecedented unity against Putin’s
unprovoked, illegal actions.

fol-
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(156) Since February 2022, NATO members
have supplied Ukraine with the equipment
and resources it needs to defend its democ-
racy and its sovereignty.

(16) Jens Stoltenberg successfully mar-
shaled political and financial support from
Indo-Pacific partners to support Ukraine, in-
cluding contributions of munitions and mili-
tary equipment and sizeable financial con-
tributions to NATO’s Comprehensive Assist-
ance Plan Action Trust Fund for Ukraine.

(17) Jens Stoltenberg’s mandate was ex-
tended a total of 4 times with unanimous
support by NATO allies, with 2 extensions
agreed to following Russia’s unprovoked in-
vasion of Ukraine.

(18) Jens Stoltenberg is the second longest-
serving Secretary General, serving over 9
years in this position.

(19) Jens Stoltenberg has re-committed
that the NATO Alliance will stand together
against any threat posed to a NATO member,
ensuring continued peace and stability with-
in NATO territory and around the world.

(b) AWARD AND DESIGN.—

(1) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make
appropriate arrangements for the award, on
behalf of the Congress, of a single gold medal
of appropriate design to Jens Stoltenberg, in
recognition of his contributions to the secu-
rity, unity, and defense of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization.

(2) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the award referred to in paragraph (1), the
Secretary of the Treasury (referred to in this
Act as the ‘““‘Secretary’) shall strike a gold
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and
inscriptions, to be determined by the Sec-
retary. The design shall bear a image of, and
inscription of the name of, Jens Stoltenberg.

(c) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—The Secretary
may strike and sell duplicates in bronze of
the gold medal struck under subsection (b),
at a price sufficient to cover the costs there-
of, including labor, materials, dies, use of
machinery, and overhead expenses.

(d) STATUS OF MEDALS.—

(1) NATIONAL MEDALS.—Medals struck
under this Act are national medals for pur-
poses of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.

(2) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all medals struck under this
Act shall be considered to be numismatic
items.

(e) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS; PRO-
CEEDS OF SALE.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck under this
Act.

(2) PROCEEDS OF SALES.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under subsection (c¢) shall be depos-
ited into the United States Mint Public En-
terprise Fund.

SEC. 6075. TEMPORARY JUDGESHIPS IN THE DIS-
TRICT COURTS.

(a) EXISTING JUDGESHIPS.—The existing
judgeships for the district of Hawaii, the dis-
trict of Kansas, and the eastern district of
Missouri authorized by section 203(c) of the
Judicial Improvements Act of 1990 (Public
Law 101-650; 28 U.S.C. 133 note) and the exist-
ing judgeships for the northern district of
Alabama, the district of Arizona, the central
district of California, the southern district of
Florida, the district of New Mexico, the
western district of North Carolina, and the
eastern district of Texas authorized by sec-
tion 312(c) of the 21st Century Department of
Justice Appropriations Authorization Act
(Public Law 107-273; 28 U.S.C. 133 note) shall,
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as of the effective date of this section, be au-
thorized under section 133 of title 28, United
States Code, and the incumbents in those of-
fices shall hold the office under section 133 of
title 28, United States Code, as amended by
this section.

(b) TABLES.—In order that the table con-
tained in section 133 of title 28, United
States Code, will, with respect to each judi-
cial district, reflect the changes in the total
number of permanent district judgeships au-
thorized as a result of subsection (a) of this
section, such table is amended—

(1) by striking the items relating to Ala-
bama and inserting the following:

““‘Alabama:

Northern 8
Middle .... 3
Southern 3"

(2) by striking the item relating to Arizona

and inserting the following:
‘““Arizona 13

(3) by striking the items relating to Cali-
fornia and inserting the following:

“California:
Northern
Eastern ..
Central ..
Southern

(4) by striking the items relating to Flor-
ida and inserting the following:

“Florida:
Northern
Middle ..
Southern

(5) by striking the item relating to Hawaii
and inserting the following:

‘“Hawaii

(6) by striking the item relating to Kansas
and inserting the following:

‘“‘Kansas

(7) by striking the items relating to Mis-
souri and inserting the following:

‘‘Missouri:

Eastern ......ccoocovviiiiiiiininininnn, 7
Western .....c..cooeevennen 5
Eastern and Western ................. 27

(8) by striking the item relating to New

Mexico and inserting the following:
“New Mexico

(9) by striking the items relating to North
Carolina and inserting the following:

“North Carolina:

Eastern .......coocoevviiiiiiiiiniinin. 4

Middle .... 4

WeSsStern ......oooveeviiiiiiiiiiiiinann 5
and

(10) by striking the items relating to Texas
and inserting the following:

“Texas:

Northern 12
Southern 19
Eastern ......cocoviviiiiiiiiiiiininnnn, 8
Western .....coooceveeeiieiviiniinneennnen. 13”.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section and the amendments made by this
section.

SEC. 6076. TEMPORARY JUDGESHIPS IN THE DIS-
TRICT COURTS.

(a) EXISTING JUDGESHIPS.—The existing
judgeships for the district of Hawaii, the dis-
trict of Kansas, and the eastern district of
Missouri authorized by section 203(c) of the
Judicial Improvements Act of 1990 (Public
Law 101-650; 28 U.S.C. 133 note) and the exist-
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ing judgeships for the northern district of
Alabama, the district of Arizona, the central
district of California, the southern district of
Florida, the district of New Mexico, the
western district of North Carolina, and the
eastern district of Texas authorized by sec-
tion 312(c) of the 21st Century Department of
Justice Appropriations Authorization Act
(Public Law 107-273; 28 U.S.C. 133 note) shall,
as of the effective date of this section, be au-
thorized under section 133 of title 28, United
States Code, and the incumbents in those of-
fices shall hold the office under section 133 of
title 28, United States Code, as amended by
this section.

(b) TABLES.—In order that the table con-
tained in section 133 of title 28, United
States Code, will, with respect to each judi-
cial district, reflect the changes in the total
number of permanent district judgeships au-
thorized as a result of subsection (a) of this
section, such table is amended—

(1) by striking the items relating to Ala-
bama and inserting the following:

““‘Alabama:

Northern ........cceveevveeiiieiiiennennnne. 8
Middle .. 3
Southern .......ccooeeviiiviiiiiniin. 3

(2) by striking the item relating to Arizona
and inserting the following:
‘“Arizona 137
(3) by striking the items relating to Cali-
fornia and inserting the following:

“California:
Northern
Eastern ....
Central
Southern .......coocevevviiiiiiiniinininn,

(4) by striking the items relating to Flor-
ida and inserting the following:

“Florida:

Northern .......cooevevveiiiiiniininnenne. 4
Middle ...oeenveiiiiiiiiieieeee 15
Southern ......cooeveiiiiiiiiiininnnn, 18"

(5) by striking the item relating to Hawaii
and inserting the following:

‘“‘Hawaii

(6) by striking the item relating to Kansas
and inserting the following:
‘“Kansas 6’’;
(7) by striking the items relating to Mis-
souri and inserting the following:

““‘Missouri:

Eastern ......coocoeeveiiinininininenn, 7
Western ........cc.coeeeeee 5
Eastern and Western ................. 27

(8) by striking the item relating to New

Mexico and inserting the following:
‘“New Mexico A

(9) by striking the items relating to North
Carolina and inserting the following:

“North Carolina:

Eastern ......cooecvevviiiiiiniiniiniienne, 4
Middle ... 4
Western 57

(10) by striking the items relating to Texas
and inserting the following:

“Texas:
Northern ..
Southern ..
Eastern ....
Western

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section and the amendments made by this
section.
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Subtitle I—International Nuclear Energy Act
of 2024
SEC. 6081. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Nuclear Energy Act of 2024”°.
SEC. 6082. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The term
“‘advanced nuclear reactor’” means—

(A) a nuclear fission reactor, including a
prototype plant (as defined in sections 50.2
and 52.1 of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations)), with sig-
nificant improvements compared to reactors
operating on October 19, 2016, including im-
provements such as—

(i) additional inherent safety features;

(ii) lower waste yields;

(iii) improved fuel and material perform-
ance;

(iv) increased tolerance to loss of fuel cool-
ing;

(v) enhanced reliability or improved resil-
ience;

(vi) increased proliferation resistance;

(vii) increased thermal efficiency;

(viii) reduced consumption of cooling
water and other environmental impacts;

(ix) the ability to integrate into electric
applications and nonelectric applications;

(x) modular sizes to allow for deployment
that corresponds with the demand for elec-
tricity or process heat; and

(xi) operational flexibility to respond to
changes in demand for electricity or process
heat and to complement integration with
intermittent renewable energy or energy
storage;

(B) a fusion reactor; and

(C) a radioisotope power system that uti-
lizes heat from radioactive decay to generate
energy.

(2) ALLY OR PARTNER NATION.—The term
‘“‘ally or partner nation’” means—

(A) the Government of any country that is
a member of the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development;

(B) the Government of the Republic of
India; and

(C) the Government of any country des-
ignated as an ally or partner nation by the
Secretary of State for purposes of this sub-
title.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committees on Foreign Relations
and Energy and Natural Resources of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committees on Foreign Affairs and
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(4) ASSISTANT.—The term ‘‘Assistant”
means the Assistant to the President and Di-
rector for International Nuclear Energy Pol-
icy described in section 6083(a)(1)(D).

(5) ASSOCIATED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘associ-
ated entity’’ means an entity that—

(A) is owned, controlled, or operated by—

(i) an ally or partner nation; or

(ii) an associated individual; or

(B) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, a country
described in paragraph (2), including a cor-
poration that is incorporated in a country
described in that paragraph.

(6) ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘as-
sociated individual” means a foreign na-
tional who is a national of a country de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(7) CIVIL NUCLEAR.—The term ‘‘civil nu-
clear’ means activities relating to—

(A) nuclear plant construction;

(B) nuclear fuel services;

(C) nuclear energy financing;

(D) nuclear plant operations;

(E) nuclear plant regulation;
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(F) nuclear medicine;

(G) nuclear safety;

(H) community engagement in areas in
reasonable proximity to nuclear sites;

(I) infrastructure support for nuclear en-
ergy;

(J) nuclear plant decommissioning;

(K) nuclear liability;

(L) safe storage and safe disposal of spent
nuclear fuel;

(M) environmental safeguards;

(N) nuclear nonproliferation and security;
and

(O) technology related to the matters de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (N).

(8) EMBARKING CIVIL NUCLEAR NATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘embarking
civil nuclear nation’ means a country that—

(i) does not have a civil nuclear energy pro-
gram;

(ii) is in the process of developing or ex-
panding a civil nuclear energy program, in-
cluding safeguards and a legal and regu-
latory framework, for—

(I) nuclear safety;

(IT) nuclear security;

(III) radioactive waste management;

(IV) civil nuclear energy;

(V) environmental safeguards;

(VI) community engagement in areas in
reasonable proximity to nuclear sites;

(VII) nuclear liability; or

(VIII) advanced nuclear reactor licensing;

(iii) is in the process of selecting, devel-
oping, constructing, or utilizing advanced
light water reactors, advanced nuclear reac-
tors, or advanced civil nuclear technologies;
or

(iv) is eligible to receive development lend-
ing from the World Bank.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘embarking
civil nuclear nation’ does not include—

(i) the People’s Republic of China;

(ii) the Russian Federation;

(iii) the Republic of Belarus;

(iv) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

(v) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

(vi) the Republic of Cuba;

(vii) the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela;

(viii) the Syrian Arab Republic;

(ix) Burma; or

(x) any other country—

(I) the property or interests in property of
the government of which are blocked pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or

(II) the government of which the Secretary
of State has determined has repeatedly pro-
vided support for acts of international ter-
rorism for purposes of—

(aa) section 620A(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371(a));

(bb) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d));

(cc) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(i) of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4813(c)(1)(A)(1)); or

(dd) any other relevant provision of law.

(9) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of Energy.

(10) SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term
‘“‘spent nuclear fuel” has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101).

(11) U.S. NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY.—The
term “‘U.S. nuclear energy company’’ means
a company that—

(A) is organized under the laws of, or oth-
erwise subject to the jurisdiction of, the
United States; and

(B) is involved in the nuclear energy indus-
try.

SEC. 6083. CIVIL NUCLEAR COORDINATION AND
STRATEGY.

(a) WHITE HOUSE FocAL POINT ON CIVIL NU-

CLEAR COORDINATION.—
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(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Given the critical
importance of developing and implementing,
with input from various agencies throughout
the executive branch, a cohesive policy with
respect to international efforts related to
civil nuclear energy, it is the sense of Con-
gress that—

(A) there should be a focal point within the
White House, which may, if determined to be
appropriate, report to the National Security
Council, for coordination on issues relating
to those efforts;

(B) to provide that focal point, the Presi-
dent should establish, within the Executive
Office of the President, an office, to be
known as the ‘“‘Office of the Assistant to the
President and Director for International Nu-
clear Energy Policy’’ (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘Office’’);

(C) the Office should act as a coordinating
office for—

(i) international civil nuclear cooperation;
and

(ii) civil nuclear export strategy;

(D) the Office should be headed by an indi-
vidual appointed as an Assistant to the
President with the title of ‘‘Director for
International Nuclear Energy Policy’’; and

(E) the Office should—

(i) coordinate civil nuclear export policies
for the United States;

(ii) develop, in coordination with the offi-
cials described in paragraph (2), a cohesive
Federal strategy for engagement with for-
eign governments (including ally or partner
nations and the governments of embarking
civil nuclear nations), associated entities,
and associated individuals with respect to
civil nuclear exports;

(iii) coordinate with the officials described
in paragraph (2) to ensure that necessary
framework agreements and trade controls re-
lating to civil nuclear materials and tech-
nologies are in place for key markets; and

(iv) develop—

(I) a whole-of-government coordinating
strategy for civil nuclear cooperation;

(IT) a whole-of-government strategy for
civil nuclear exports; and

(IIT) a whole-of-government approach to
support appropriate foreign investment in
civil nuclear energy projects supported by
the United States in embarking civil nuclear
nations.

(2) OFFICIALS DESCRIBED.—The officials re-
ferred to in paragraph (1)(E) are—

(A) appropriate officials of any Federal
agency that the President determines to be
appropriate; and

(B) appropriate officials representing for-
eign countries and governments, including—

(i) ally or partner nations;

(ii) embarking civil nuclear nations; and

(iii) any other country or government that
the Assistant (if appointed) and the officials
described in subparagraph (A) jointly deter-
mine to be appropriate.

(b) NUCLEAR EXPORTS WORKING GROUP.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
working group, to be known as the ‘‘Nuclear
Exports Working Group’ (referred to in this
subsection as the ‘‘working group’’).

(2) CoMPOSITION.—The working group shall
be composed of—

(A) senior-level Federal officials, selected
internally by the applicable Federal agency
or organization, from any Federal agency or
organization that the President determines
to be appropriate; and

(B) other senior-level Federal officials, se-
lected internally by the applicable Federal
agency or organization, from any other Fed-
eral agency or organization that the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate.

(3) REPORTING.—The working group shall
report to the appropriate White House offi-
cial, which may be the Assistant ((if ap-
pointed).
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(4) DUTIES.—The working group shall co-
ordinate, not less frequently than quarterly,
with the Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Com-
mittee of the Department of Commerce, the
Nuclear Energy Advisory Committee of the
Department of Energy, and other advisory or
stakeholder groups, as necessary, to main-
tain an accurate and up-to-date knowledge of
the standing of civil nuclear exports from
the United States, including with respect to
meeting the targets established as part of
the 10-year civil nuclear trade strategy de-
scribed in paragraph (5)(A).

(5) STRATEGY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
working group shall establish a 10-year civil
nuclear trade strategy, including biennial
targets for the export of civil nuclear tech-
nologies, including light water and non-light
water reactors and associated equipment and
technologies, civil nuclear materials, and
nuclear fuel that align with meeting inter-
national energy demand while seeking to
avoid or reduce emissions.

(B) COLLABORATION REQUIRED.—In estab-
lishing the strategy under subparagraph (A),
the working group shall collaborate with—

(i) any Federal agency that the President
determines to be appropriate; and

(ii) representatives of private industry.
SEC. 6084. ENGAGEMENT WITH ALLY OR PART-

NER NATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall
launch, in accordance with applicable nu-
clear technology export laws (including reg-
ulations), an international initiative to mod-
ernize the civil nuclear outreach to embark-
ing civil nuclear nations.

(b) FINANCING.—In carrying out the initia-
tive described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent, acting through an appropriate Federal
official, who may be the Assistant (if ap-
pointed) or the Chief Executive Officer of the
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion, if determined to be appropriate, and in
coordination with the officials described in
section 6083(a)(2), may, if the President de-
termines to be appropriate, seek to establish
cooperative financing relationships for the
export of civil nuclear technology, compo-
nents, materials, and infrastructure to em-
barking civil nuclear nations.

(c) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the initia-
tive described in subsection (a), the Presi-
dent shall—

(1) assist nongovernmental organizations
and appropriate offices, administrations,
agencies, laboratories, and programs of the
Department of Energy and other relevant
Federal agencies and offices in providing
education and training to foreign govern-
ments in nuclear safety, security, and safe-
guards—

(A) through engagement with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency; or

(B) independently, if the applicable entity
determines that it would be more advan-
tageous under the circumstances to provide
the applicable education and training inde-
pendently;

(2) assist the efforts of the International
Atomic Energy Agency to expand the sup-
port provided by the International Atomic
Energy Agency to embarking civil nuclear
nations for nuclear safety, security, and
safeguards;

(3) coordinate the work of the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation
and the Export-Import Bank of the United
States to expand outreach to the private in-
vestment community to create public-pri-
vate financing relationships to assist in the
adoption of civil nuclear technologies by em-
barking civil nuclear mnations, including
through exports from the United States;
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(4) seek to better coordinate, to the max-
imum extent practicable, the work carried
out by any Federal agency that the Presi-
dent determines to be appropriate; and

(5) coordinate the work of the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States to improve
the efficient and effective exporting and im-
porting of civil nuclear technologies and ma-
terials.

SEC. 6085. COOPERATIVE FINANCING RELATION-
SHIPS WITH ALLY OR PARTNER NA-
TIONS AND EMBARKING CIVIL NU-
CLEAR NATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall des-
ignate an appropriate White House official,
who may be the Assistant (if appointed), and
the Chief Executive Officer of the United
States International Development Finance
Corporation to coordinate with the officials
described in section 6083(a)(2) to develop, as
the President determines to be appropriate,
financing relationships with ally or partner
nations to assist in the adoption of civil nu-
clear technologies exported from the United
States or ally or partner nations to embark-
ing civil nuclear nations.

(b) UNITED STATES
CLAUSES.—

(1) DEFINITION OF UNITED STATES COMPETI-
TIVENESS CLAUSE.—In this subsection, the
term “United States competitiveness
clause” means any United States competi-
tiveness provision in any agreement entered
into by the Department of Energy, includ-
ing—

(A) a cooperative agreement;

(B) a cooperative research and develop-
ment agreement; and

(C) a patent waiver.

(2) CONSIDERATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the relevant officials described in
that subsection shall consider the impact of
United States competitiveness clauses on
any financing relationships entered into or
proposed to be entered into under that sub-
section.

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary shall facilitate
waivers of United States competitiveness
clauses as necessary to facilitate financing
relationships with ally or partner nations
under subsection (a).

SEC. 6086. COOPERATION WITH ALLY OR PART-
NER NATIONS ON ADVANCED NU-
CLEAR REACTOR DEMONSTRATION
AND COOPERATIVE RESEARCH FA-
CILITIES FOR CIVIL NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary and the Secretary of Commerce,
shall conduct bilateral and multilateral
meetings with not fewer than 5 ally or part-
ner nations, with the aim of enhancing nu-
clear energy cooperation among those ally or
partner nations and the United States, for
the purpose of developing collaborative rela-
tionships with respect to research, develop-
ment, licensing, and deployment of advanced
nuclear reactor technologies for civil nuclear
energy.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—The meetings described
in subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a focus on cooperation to demonstrate
and deploy advanced nuclear reactors, with
an emphasis on U.S. nuclear energy compa-
nies, during the 10-year period beginning on
the date of enactment of this Act to provide
options for addressing energy security and
climate change; and

(2) a focus on developing a memorandum of
understanding or any other appropriate
agreement between the United States and
ally or partner nations with respect to—

(A) the demonstration and deployment of
advanced nuclear reactors; and

(B) the development of cooperative re-
search facilities.
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(c) FINANCING ARRANGEMENTS.—In con-
ducting the meetings described in subsection
(a), the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary and the Secretary of
Commerce, shall seek to develop financing
arrangements to share the costs of the dem-
onstration and deployment of advanced nu-
clear reactors and the development of coop-
erative research facilities with the ally or
partner nations participating in those meet-
ings.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, the Secretary of State, and the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall jointly submit to
Congress a report highlighting potential
partners—

(1) for the establishment of cost-share ar-
rangements described in subsection (c); or

(2) with which the United States may enter
into agreements with respect to—

(A) the demonstration of advanced nuclear
reactors; or

(B) cooperative research facilities.

SEC. 6087. INTERNATIONAL CIVIL NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY COOPERATION.

Section 959B of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 (42 U.S.C. 16279b) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘““The Secretary’” and inserting
the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’;

(2) in subsection (a) (as so designated)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘financing,”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and” after the semicolon
at the end;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘prep-
arations for’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (C)(v), by striking the
period at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) to support, with the concurrence of
the Secretary of State, the safe, secure, and
peaceful use of civil nuclear technology in
countries developing nuclear energy pro-
grams, with a focus on countries that have
increased civil nuclear cooperation with the
Russian Federation or the People’s Republic
of China; and

‘“(4) to promote the fullest utilization of
the reactors, fuel, equipment, services, and
technology of U.S. nuclear energy companies
(as defined in section 6082 of the Inter-
national Nuclear Energy Act of 2024) in civil
nuclear energy programs outside the United
States through—

““(A) bilateral and multilateral arrange-
ments developed and executed with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State that con-
tain commitments for the utilization of the
reactors, fuel, equipment, services, and tech-
nology of U.S. nuclear energy companies (as
defined in that section);

‘(B) the designation of 1 or more U.S. nu-
clear energy companies (as defined in that
section) to implement an arrangement under
subparagraph (A) if the Secretary determines
that the designation is necessary and appro-
priate to achieve the objectives of this sec-
tion; and

‘(C) the waiver of any provision of law re-
lating to competition with respect to any ac-
tivity related to an arrangement under sub-
paragraph (A) if the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Commerce, determines that a waiv-
er is necessary and appropriate to achieve
the objectives of this section.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The program under
subsection (a) shall be supported in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State and imple-
mented by the Secretary—
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‘(1) to facilitate, to the maximum extent
practicable, workshops and expert-based ex-
changes to engage industry, stakeholders,
and foreign governments with respect to
international civil nuclear issues, such as—

‘“(A) training;

‘(B) financing;

‘“(C) safety;

‘(D) security;

‘“(E) safeguards;

“(F) liability;

“(G) advanced fuels;

“‘(H) operations; and

““(I) options for multinational cooperation
with respect to the disposal of spent nuclear
fuel (as defined in section 2 of the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101));
and

‘(2) in coordination with any Federal agen-
cy that the President determines to be ap-
propriate.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out subsection (a)(3)
$15,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028.”.

SEC. 6088. INTERNATIONAL CIVIL NUCLEAR PRO-
GRAM SUPPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary and the Assistant (if appointed),
shall launch an international initiative (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘initiative’’)
to provide financial assistance to, and facili-
tate the building of technical capacities by,
in accordance with this section, embarking
civil nuclear nations for activities relating
to the development of civil nuclear energy
programs.

(b) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the initia-
tive, the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary and the Assistant (if ap-
pointed), may award grants of financial as-
sistance to embarking civil nuclear nations
in accordance with this subsection—

(A) for activities relating to the develop-
ment of civil nuclear energy programs; and

(B) to facilitate the building of technical
capacities for those activities.

(2) AMOUNT.—The amount of a grant of fi-
nancial assistance under paragraph (1) shall
be not more than $5,500,000.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary and the
Assistant (if appointed), may award—

(A) not more than 1 grant of financial as-
sistance under paragraph (1) to any 1 em-
barking civil nuclear nation each fiscal year;
and

(B) not more than a total of 5 grants of fi-
nancial assistance under paragraph (1) to
any 1 embarking civil nuclear nation.

(c) SENIOR ADVISORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the initia-
tive, the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary and the Assistant (if ap-
pointed), may provide financial assistance to
an embarking civil nuclear nation for the
purpose of contracting with a U.S. nuclear
energy company to hire 1 or more senior ad-
visors to assist the embarking civil nuclear
nation in establishing a civil nuclear pro-
gram.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—A senior advisor de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall have relevant
experience and qualifications to advise the
embarking civil nuclear nation on, and fa-
cilitate on behalf of the embarking civil nu-
clear nation, 1 or more of the following ac-
tivities:

(A) The development of financing relation-
ships.

(B) The development of a standardized fi-
nancing and project management framework
for the construction of nuclear power plants.
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(C) The development of a standardized li-
censing framework for—

(i) light water civil nuclear technologies;
and

(ii) non-light water civil nuclear tech-
nologies and advanced nuclear reactors.

(D) The identification of qualified organi-
zations and service providers.

(E) The identification of funds to support
payment for services required to develop a
civil nuclear program.

(F) Market analysis.

(G) The identification of the safety, secu-
rity, safeguards, and nuclear governance re-
quired for a civil nuclear program.

(H) Risk allocation, risk management, and
nuclear liability.

(I) Technical assessments of nuclear reac-
tors and technologies.

(J) The identification of actions necessary
to participate in a global nuclear liability
regime based on the Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation for Nuclear Damage,
with Annex, done at Vienna September 12,
1997 (TIAS 15-415).

(K) Stakeholder engagement.

(L) Management of spent nuclear fuel and
nuclear waste.

(M) Any other major activities to support
the establishment of a civil nuclear program,
such as the establishment of export, financ-
ing, construction, training, operations, and
education requirements.

(3) CLARIFICATION.—Financial assistance
under this subsection may be provided to an
embarking civil nuclear nation in addition
to any financial assistance provided to that
embarking civil nuclear nation under sub-
section (b).

(d) LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE TO EMBARK-
ING CIVIL NUCLEAR NATIONS.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Offices of the Inspectors General for
the Department of State and the Department
of Energy shall coordinate—

(1) to establish and submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a joint stra-
tegic plan to conduct comprehensive over-
sight of activities authorized under this sec-
tion to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse; and

(2) to engage in independent and effective
oversight of activities authorized under this
section through joint or individual audits,
inspections, investigations, or evaluations.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of State to carry out the initiative
$50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028.

SEC. 6089. BIENNIAL CABINET-LEVEL INTER-
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NU-
CLEAR SAFETY, SECURITY, SAFE-
GUARDS, AND SUSTAINABILITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, in coordi-
nation with international partners, as deter-
mined by the President, and industry, shall
hold a biennial conference on civil nuclear
safety, security, safeguards, and sustain-
ability (referred to in this section as a ‘‘con-
ference’’).

(b) CONFERENCE FUNCTIONS.—It is the sense
of Congress that each conference should—

(1) be a forum in which ally or partner na-
tions may engage with each other for the
purpose of reinforcing the commitment to—

(A) nuclear safety, security, safeguards,
and sustainability;

(B) environmental safeguards; and

(C) local community engagement in areas
in reasonable proximity to nuclear sites; and

(2) facilitate—

(A) the development of—

(i) joint commitments and goals to im-
prove—

(I) nuclear safety, security, safeguards, and
sustainability;

(IT) environmental safeguards; and

(III) local community engagement in areas
in reasonable proximity to nuclear sites;
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(ii) stronger international institutions
that support nuclear safety, security, safe-
guards, and sustainability;

(iii) cooperative financing relationships to
promote competitive alternatives to Chinese
and Russian financing;

(iv) a standardized financing and project
management framework for the construction
of civil nuclear power plants;

(v) a standardized licensing framework for
civil nuclear technologies;

(vi) a strategy to change internal policies
of multinational development banks, such as
the World Bank, to support the financing of
civil nuclear projects;

(vii) a document containing any lessons
learned from countries that have partnered
with the Russian Federation or the People’s
Republic of China with respect to civil nu-
clear power, including any detrimental out-
comes resulting from that partnership; and

(viii) a global civil nuclear liability re-
gime;

(B) cooperation for enhancing the overall
aspects of civil nuclear power, such as—

(i) nuclear safety, security, safeguards, and
sustainability;

(ii) nuclear laws (including regulations);

(iii) waste management;

(iv) quality management systems;

(v) technology transfer;

(vi) human resources development;

(vii) localization;

(viii) reactor operations;

(ix) nuclear liability; and

(x) decommissioning; and

(C) the development and determination of
the mechanisms described in paragraphs (7)
and (8) of section 6089A(a), if the President
intends to establish an Advanced Reactor
Coordination and Resource Center as de-
scribed in that section.

(c) INPUT FROM INDUSTRY AND GOVERN-
MENT.—It is the sense of Congress that each
conference should include a meeting that
convenes nuclear industry leaders and lead-
ers of government agencies with expertise
relating to nuclear safety, security, safe-
guards, or sustainability to discuss Dbest
practices relating to—

(1) the safe and secure use, storage, and
transport of nuclear and radiological mate-
rials;

(2) managing the evolving cyber threat to
nuclear and radiological security; and

(3) the role that the nuclear industry
should play in nuclear and radiological safe-
ty, security, and safeguards, including with
respect to the safe and secure use, storage,
and transport of nuclear and radiological
materials, including spent nuclear fuel and
nuclear waste.

SEC. 6089A. ADVANCED REACTOR COORDINATION
AND RESOURCE CENTER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall con-
sider the feasibility of leveraging existing
activities or frameworks or, as necessary, es-
tablishing a center, to be known as the ‘““‘Ad-
vanced Reactor Coordination and Resource
Center” (referred to in this section as the
“Center”’), for the purposes of—

(1) identifying qualified organizations and
service providers—

(A) for embarking civil nuclear nations;

(B) to develop and assemble documents,
contracts, and related items required to es-
tablish a civil nuclear program; and

(C) to develop a standardized model for the
establishment of a civil nuclear program
that can be used by the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency;

(2) co