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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. LESKO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 23, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DEBBIE
LESKO to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

———

FAILED SOFT-ON-CRIME POLICIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, for the past 4 years, American
communities have been forced to live
with failed, soft-on-crime policies that
have sought to free violent criminals
and defund our law enforcement.

In California, a recent study showed
that 70 percent of individuals who re-
ceived zero-dollar bail were subse-
quently rearrested. A study focused on

Chicago identified that 50 percent of of-
fenders who were released committed
another violent crime.

Now isn’t the time to put dangerous
criminals back on the street. It is time
to pass legislation that stops violent
criminals and instead backs the men
and women in blue. We rely on our po-
lice officers to keep us safe, and we
cannot allow far-left policies from
prosecutors continue to allow crimi-
nals to go free.

It is time to pass the Keeping Violent
Offenders Off Our Streets Act and help
to put a stop to the unaccountable bail
systems that have allowed these vio-
lent criminals to roam the streets of
America.

PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, since President Biden and
Vice President KAMALA HARRIS first
took office, they have allowed the Chi-
nese Communist Party to continue
their unlawful abuses of human rights
and international standards. These
failures jeopardize our security and put
every American at risk.

When a Chinese spy balloon floated
across the American heartland, taking
photos of our military installations,
our critical infrastructure, and our
farmland, President Biden and Vice
President HARRIS did nothing.

It is time to take direct action and
enforce strict sanctions on the mem-
bers of the CCP that have taken these
aggressive actions against America and
against our allies.

It was President Ronald Reagan who
said that ‘“‘weakness only invites ag-
gression,” and the Chinese Communist
Party accepted that invitation. It is
clear from the past 4 years that the
Biden-HARRIS administration has failed
in its duty to stop the aggression of the
Chinese Communist Party.

It is time for a President who be-
lieves in peace through strength. It is
time to stand up against the Chinese
Communist Party and protect Amer-

ican security, both here at home and
abroad.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH D.
LESKO

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOYCE of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentlewoman from Arizona
(Mrs. LESKO) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my son Joseph D.
Lesko.

Joey is my oldest son. I can’t believe
he is 30 years old already. It seems like
it wasn’t that long ago when Joey was
born.

I have a great photo of my husband
changing Joey’s diaper in the hospital
after he was born. My husband was so
happy to have his first son. After a
number of diaper changes, I don’t think
he had that smile on his face anymore.

Then came years of birthday parties,
parties with families and friends,
swimming, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts,
camping, and baseball. We have had a
lot of fun throughout the years.

I am proud of my son Joey. He is a
great son. He is successful in his job in
IT. He bought a really nice home, and
it is close to where I live, which I obvi-
ously love.

He is getting married in October of
this year. I am so thankful that Joey is
in my life. As I end my term in Con-
gress, I am so happy to recognize him.

May God continue to bless him for
years to come.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE UPCOMING WEDDING OF
JOSEPH LESKO AND CHERIE AREL

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate my son Joseph
Lesko, also known as Joey, and his
fiancee, Cherie Arel, on their upcoming
wedding.

After dating for 5 years, Joey and
Cherie are getting married on October
26 of this year, 2024, in my hometown,
Peoria, Arizona.
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My husband, Joe, and I, wish them as
much happiness as we have had in our
marriage of over 30 years.

I congratulate Joey and Cherie. May
God continue to bless you now and for-
evermore.

IN RECOGNITION OF MARICOPA COUNTY
ATTORNEY RACHEL MITCHELL

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Maricopa County
Attorney Rachel Mitchell for her im-
pact on our State and Nation through-
out her accomplished 30-year legal ca-
reer.

A native of Arizona, Rachel has been
a leader for decades, including leading
teams of prosecutors at the Sex Crimes
Bureau, where she successfully pros-
ecuted hundreds of complex cases in-
volving crimes against children, adults,
and sex trafficking.

As a nationally recognized voice on
sexual assault and child abuse prosecu-
tion, Rachel’s impact has not only been
in the cases she has prosecuted, but the
way she has changed the way pros-
ecuting these cases is done, including
advocating for reforms to ensure vic-
tims are more comfortable in the
courtroom.

Rachel Mitchell’s impact is felt in
my community of Maricopa County,
across Arizona, and beyond. I am
thankful for her commitment to both
protecting families and the integrity of
our legal system.

——————

IN MEMORY OF DAVID LEE
IRELAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the life of Mr.
David Lee Ireland.

David died on September 17 following
a long battle with cancer. He spent his
professional life protecting and serving
the people of Iowa as a police officer in
the Lee County Sheriff’s Office.

When he was not working, he was
collecting antique Model T memora-
bilia or enjoying the outdoors with his
wife, canoeing on the Mississippi River.

David was also a lifelong member of
the Boy Scouts, achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout, the highest rank in the
Boy Scouts, and eventually seeing both
of his sons achieve the same rank.

He later served as Scoutmaster for
Troop 30 in Montrose, Iowa, where he
proudly taught these young boys essen-
tial life values, such as hard work, love
of the outdoors, self-reliance, and com-
mitment.

He is survived by his wife, Rebecca,
and his two sons, Matthew and Shawn.

Let us not despair in the loss of this
great man, but, rather, praise God for
sending David here to make the world
a better place.

RECKLESS POLICIES

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to condemn the Biden-HAR-
RIS administration border crisis that
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has plagued our Nation for over 3
years.

Under the failed leadership of Presi-
dent Biden and his border czar KAMALA
HARRIS, we have witnessed the worst
border crisis in American history, with
over 10 million illegal immigrants hav-
ing crossed our border, while nearly
300,000 unaccompanied children are left
unaccounted for and at risk of traf-
ficking and exploitation.

The horror doesn’t stop there.
Fentanyl, the poison that has claimed
over 200,000 American lives, flows un-
checked across our border, with over
2,000 pounds seized each month.

This administration’s negligence has
created a perfect storm for crime, with
a shocking 52,058 arrests of illegal im-
migrants with criminal backgrounds, a
staggering 130 percent increase since
President Trump was in office.

Biden and HARRIS have failed us.
Their reckless policies are jeopardizing
our children and communities. It is
time for a return to a strong border se-
curity, time to hold them accountable
and assure that every child is safe,
every community is secure, and every
American life matters.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL
NATIONAL CLEAN ENERGY WEEK

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the eighth an-
nual National Clean Energy Week.

As chair of the Conservative Climate
Caucus and a Representative of Iowa,
where 59 percent of our net energy gen-
eration comes from wind turbines, I am
proud to highlight our State’s leader-
ship in harnessing renewable energy,
and wind isn’t the only type of renew-
able energy we have.

We show how emissions can respon-
sibly be reduced without sacrificing re-
liable energy production by tapping
into our abundant resources, like wind,
ethanol, biodiesel, manure, and hydro.
Investing in innovation, we have
strengthened our energy independence,
created good-paying jobs, and kept en-
ergy costs low for families and busi-
nesses alike.

This is what responsible, forward-
thinking energy policy looks like, driv-
en by innovation, not government
mandates.

National Clean Energy Week reminds
us that we can secure a cleaner,
healthier planet through practical,
market-driven solutions that work for
our economy, not against us.

We must continue to support innova-
tion that grows our economy, meets
our energy needs, Kkeeps our energy
costs down, and respects the hard-
working people that depend on afford-
able, reliable energy.

Cleaner energy, more innovation, and
a stronger economy is the path for-
ward.

AMERICANS DESERVE BETTER THAN FAILED

POLICIES

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to highlight the disastrous
impact KAMALA HARRIS and Joe Biden
have had on our economy.

Inflation has risen as high as 20.2 per-
cent. Eggs are up 46.8 percent. Gas is up
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49.9 percent. Bread is up 24.3 percent.
Sugar is up 31.4 percent. The list goes
on and on.

In just the past year, 1.2 million U.S.-
born citizens lost their jobs to illegal
aliens crossing our wide-open southern
border. Everyday essentials, from food
to fuel, have seen outrageous price
hikes.

Families in Iowa are paying over
$13,000 more annually just to get by.
Real wages have plummeted. Interest
rates are at a 23-year high. Credit card
debt has now surpassed $1 trillion for
the first time, and our national debt
has crossed $35 trillion.

Instead of finding practical solutions,
this administration thinks the solution
is to print more money and to spend
more by the government. The Amer-
ican people deserve Dbetter than
KAMALA HARRIS and Joe Biden’s failed
policies.

O 1216
RECOGNIZING 1-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF HAMAS
TERRORIST ATTACK ON ISRAEL

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the upcoming
l-year anniversary of the heinous
Hamas terrorist attack on Israel on Oc-
tober 7, 2023.

On that fateful day, Hamas terrorists
launched inhumane and barbaric at-
tacks on Israeli civilians by land, air,
and sea. The world watched in horror
as these terrorists slaughtered and
burned innocent Israeli families in
their homes; abducted and killed
Americans; murdered over 200 young
people enjoying a music festival; kid-
napped innocent people, including Hol-
ocaust survivors, women, and children;
and wounded thousands.

It was, in fact, the deadliest day for
the Jewish people since the Holocaust.
The trauma continues to this day as
Hamas continues to hold hostages, in-
cluding American citizens.

In August, I joined Senator JONI
ERNST on a congressional trip to meet
with heads of state to advocate for the
release of all hostages in Hamas’ cap-
tivity.

Hamas’ recent murders of six hos-
tages, including American citizen
Hersh Goldberg-Polin, is yet another
tragedy that underscores the brutality
of this terrorist organization.

We will continue to forcefully push
for the release of all hostages.

At home, we have seen anti-Semitism
rear its ugly head over the past year,
especially on college campuses. This is
unacceptable in America. In Congress,
we will continue to fight this heinous
scourge of anti-Semitism.

Mr. Speaker, on this upcoming Octo-
ber 7 anniversary, the United States
must ensure that Israelis have the
tools they need to defend their citizens,
and I will continue to urge Members of
Congress to stand shoulder to shoulder
with the Jewish people and the State of
Israel during their time of need.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair



September 23, 2024

declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 16
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

——
PRAYER

Dr. Ralph B. Lassiter, Sr., St. Mark
Baptist Church, Omaha, Nebraska, of-
fered the following prayer:

God our creator, our sustainer, and
our redeemer, we thank You for this
day and ask Your blessings upon this,
the people’s House, both collectively
and individually.

Lord, fill our Representatives with
wisdom and courage to perform the dif-
ficult tasks entrusted to them. Calm
the winds of dissension, empower a
spirit of unity, and provide clarity of
vision for the future that You desire
for this country.

Lord, encourage these men and
women through Your Word that tells
us that You have ‘‘plans to prosper us
and not to harm us, plans to give us
hope and a future.” Therefore, I ask
that You touch the heads, the hearts,
and the hands of those who lead these
United States, so that Your will be
done.

Now, Lord, we give all glory, honor,
and praise to You because You are able
to do infinitely more than we might
ask or think. In the mighty and majes-
tic name of my Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Christ, I pray.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SELF) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. SELF led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

WELCOMING DR. RALPH B.
LASSITER, SR.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
BACON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I am grate-
ful to welcome Pastor Ralph Lassiter
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and his wife, Doris Lassiter, to the peo-
ple’s House. We are grateful to have
them in Washington, D.C., and I thank
him for opening up our session in pray-
er.

Pastor Lassiter has been the lead
pastor for Mount Moriah Baptist
Church for 17 years before he retired.
Now, he is the pastor emeritus.

Mount Moriah is a historical church
in our city, preaching the Gospel for
generations, healing relationships, and
helping people with their physical
needs. It has been a true blessing.

Today, both Pastor and Mrs. Lassiter
are helping to bring a small business
back to north Omaha. Pastor Lassiter
also works with men who are strug-
gling with addictions. He has been a
true blessing.

His favorite Bible verse is out of
Proverbs: “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart; and lean not unto your own
understanding. In all your ways, ac-
knowledge Him, and He will guide your
paths.” It is a great prayer.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Pastor Lassiter
for opening us up with prayer, and I
welcome both him and his wife, Mrs.
Lassiter.

—————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MICHAEL
KALINICH, SR.

(Mr. MILLER of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in remembrance of Michael
Kalinich, Sr., a pillar of Strongsville,
Ohio.

Mr. Kalinich leaves behind a legacy
of service and strength. He will be re-
membered for his unwavering dedica-
tion to his family and community.

Born into a family of entrepreneurs,
Michael carried on the family business
with great pride, bringing it to
Strongsville in 1956. This business
thrived under his leadership and con-
tinues to operate in the city that he
loved so deeply.

Michael proudly served his country
during the Korean war. As a United
States Army veteran, bravery and pa-
triotism were hallmarks of his char-
acter in every aspect of life. Michael
put the ‘‘strong” in Strongsville.

Michael’s commitment to his com-
munity was without equal. He started
the Strongsville Chamber of Commerce
Scholarship Dance to benefit grad-
uating high school students looking to
pursue higher education. He was also a
founding member of the Strongsville
City Club and served as chairman of
the Strongsville Homecoming. These
selfless efforts brought joy and celebra-
tion to his neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Mi-
chael’s life, let us remember the power
of community, hard work, and family.

——
CONGRATULATING COACH WENDEE
SAINTSING ON HER RETIREMENT

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, after 35 remarkable years as
Barton College head women’s basket-
ball coach, Wendee Saintsing has en-
tered a well-deserved retirement.

Coach Saintsing has taken 10 teams
to the NCAA Division II tournament
and led Barton to seven Conference
Carolinas regular season champion-
ships and three Conference Carolinas
Tournament titles.

Under her leadership, 27 of her 33
Bulldogs teams have had winning
records. She also coached seven All-
Americans, and a Bulldogs student ath-
lete was named the Conference Caro-
linas Women’s Basketball Player of the
Year 12 times.

Saintsing was named the Conference
Carolinas Coach of the Year an impres-
sive four times and received the Mile-
stone award at the Conference Caro-
linas inaugural Legends of the Game
banquet.

Mr. Speaker, Coach Saintsing’s out-
standing record, which is big, speaks
for itself. She has made an invaluable
impact at Barton and on eastern North
Carolina. I congratulate her on her re-
tirement.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SELF). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX,
the Chair will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on motions to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered, or votes
objected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
DATA ACCESS ACT

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 1549) to provide the Congressional
Budget Office with necessary authori-
ties to expedite the sharing of data
from executive branch agencies, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1549

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Congres-
sional Budget Office Data Access Act’.

SEC. 2. CONDITIONS OF DISCLOSURE FOR FED-
ERAL AGENCY INFORMATION WITH
THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OF-
FICE.

Subsection (b) of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Privacy Act of 1974”), is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (11) and
(12) as paragraphs (12) and (13), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (10) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(11) to the Director of the Congressional
Budget Office, or any authorized representa-
tive of the Director, in the course of per-
formance of the duties of the Congressional
Budget Office;”’.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Congressional Budg-
et Office, or CBO, is the legislative
branch agency responsible for helping
Congress accurately analyze the budg-
etary impact of proposed legislation.

The Congressional Budget Act of 1974
authorized CBO to collect information
and data directly from agencies. Time-
ly access to agency data is necessary
for CBO to produce accurate cost esti-
mates for legislation and prepare other
congressional reports. However, agen-
cies often delay or restrict CBO’s ac-
cess to data. One of the most common
reasons agencies restrict CBO’s access
to Federal agency data is because of
perceived Privacy Act obstacles.

This bill, the Congressional Budget
Office Data Access Act, solves this
problem by granting CBO the same Pri-
vacy Act exemption afforded to the
Government Accountability Office and
Congress.

Under existing law, CBO must meet
the confidentiality standards required
of the agency that is providing the
data, and this bill maintains that
standard of confidentiality while ex-
panding CBO’s data access authority,
such access that GAO and Congress al-
ready possess.

CBO access to agency data is critical
for the legislative branch agency’s
ability to fulfill its mission.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my House Over-
sight Committee colleagues, Rep-
resentative GROTHMAN and Representa-
tive MFUME, for their work on the
House companion of this legislation,
H.R. 7184. I also thank House Budget
Committee Chairman ARRINGTON and
Ranking Member BOYLE and their staff
for coordinating with the Oversight
Committee on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the CBO Data Access
Act is a commonsense, good govern-
ment bill. I commend Senator GARY
PETERS and Senator SUSAN COLLINS for
introducing it on the Senate side, as
well as Congressman LATURNER, the
gentleman from Kansas, and Chairman
GROTHMAN and Ranking Member
MFUME for sponsoring the House com-
panion.
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The bill would accelerate the speed
and improve the accuracy with which
the CBO analyzes the budgetary con-
sequences of proposed legislation by
providing CBO with an exemption to
the Privacy Act.

H.R. 7032, which has passed both the
House and Senate, requires CBO to
treat any information it receives with
the same level of confidentiality as the
agency from which it is received. That
is a wise safeguard that will work well
in tandem with this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my House colleagues to sup-
port this commonsense bill to support
CBO in carrying out its mission, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1549.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REUSE EXCESS PROPERTY ACT

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 2685) to make data and internal
guidance on excess personal property
publicly available, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2685

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reuse Ex-
cess Property Act’.

SEC. 2. REPORTING ON EXCESS PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 5
of title 40, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 529—

(A) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability
of the House of Representatives’ after ‘‘Ad-
ministrator of General Services’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(c) COMPILATION OF DATA.—Not later than
180 days following the close of a fiscal year,
the Administrator shall compile the data in
the reports submitted under subsection (a)
and submit to the Committee on Homeland
Security Governmental Affairs of the Senate
and the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability of the House of Representatives
and publish on a centralized online website a
publicly available report, which shall in-
clude—

‘(1) the complete data provided in each re-
port in a user-friendly format;

‘“(2) a summary of the findings of each re-
port, including the aggregate dollar amount
of personal property determined to be no
longer required for the purpose of the appro-
priation used to make the purchase; and
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“(3) any other recommendations from the
Administrator.”’; and

(2) by inserting after section 529 the fol-
lowing:

“§530. Internal guidance on excess personal
property

‘“(a) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, each executive agency shall submit to
the Administrator of General Services and
make publicly available on the website of
the executive agency the internal guidance
of the executive agency on considering using
excess personal property to meet the needs
of the executive agency, which shall in-
clude—

‘(1) a requirement to consider excess per-
sonal property before buying new;

‘(2) when it is practicable to check for and
obtain excess personal property;

‘“(3) how to evaluate the suitability of ex-
cess personal property for use; and

‘“(4) defined roles and responsibilities rel-
evant to considering the use of excess per-
sonal property, including the designation of
an employee as responsible for searching
through available excess personal property
for items that meet the needs of the execu-
tive agency.

‘““(b) UPDATES.—Each executive agency
shall submit to the Administrator of General
Services and update on the website of the ex-
ecutive agency any changes to the internal
guidance submitted and made available
under subsection (a).”.

(b) REPORT ON INTERAGENCY WORKING
GROUP.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator of General Services shall publish a
publicly available report on a centralized on-
line website that includes a summary of find-
ings from the interagency working group on
the acquisition of personal property that was
first convened in February 2023 on ways to
improve the use of excess personal property.

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 5 of
title 40, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after the item relating to section
529 the following:
¢630. Internal guidance on excess personal

property.”’.

(d) GAO REPORT.—The Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability
of the House of Representatives a report that
evaluates the frequency with which execu-
tive agencies (as defined in section 102 of
title 40, United States Code) acquire personal
property that was made, produced, or manu-
factured by any entity, including any cor-
poration, that is organized under the laws of,
is headquartered in, or has its principal place
of business in the People’s Republic of China,
including any Special Administrative Re-
gion.

(e) SUNSET.—Effective the date that is 5
years after the date of enactment of this
Act, chapter b of title 40, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in section 529—

(A) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability
of the House of Representatives’’; and

(B) by striking subsection (c);

(2) by striking section 530; and

(3) in the table of sections, by striking the
item relating to section 530.

(f) No ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—No additional
funds are authorized to be appropriated for
the purpose of carrying out this Act or the
amendments made by this Act.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as the largest single
purchaser of goods and services in the
world, Federal agencies acquire bil-
lions of dollars of personal property,
ranging from office supplies to auto-
mobiles, each year. TUnfortunately,
agencies routinely and wastefully dis-
pose of excess personal property that
could otherwise be repurposed for con-
tinued Federal agency use.

Agencies are already required to con-
sider the availability of excess personal
property before buying new products.
This excess personal property is avail-
able to agencies at no cost, apart from
any necessary transportation expenses.

In a June 2022 report, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office found that
agencies are continuing to acquire new
property while not using available ex-
cess personal property. GAO’s findings
indicate that the guidance in the exist-
ing Federal Management Regulation,
or FMR, alone may not be sufficient.

With better direction from Congress,
agencies can be more efficient in
leveraging excess personal property to
meet their needs and ultimately save
taxpayer dollars.

The Reuse Excess Property Act
would hold agencies more accountable
toward efficiently using and reusing
personal property by introducing
transparency and accountability mech-
anisms.

Specifically, this bill would reform
existing statutory reporting require-
ments to the General Services Admin-
istration on excess personal property
and require GSA to make this informa-
tion publicly available. This will help
decisionmakers and taxpayers better
understand the extent to which agen-
cies are working to cut wasteful spend-
ing through the use of excess property,
informing future policy.

Because GAO found that agencies
have varied guidance on the use of ex-
cess personal property that often ne-
glects essential FMR components, S.
2685 would require agencies to publicly
report their guidance. Such guidance
must include essential FMR compo-
nents outlined by GAO. Agencies must
also designate an employee as respon-
sible for searching through available
excess personal property for items that
meet agency needs.
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In response to GAQO’s report, in Feb-
ruary 2023, GSA convened the first
meeting of an interagency working
group to assess how agencies acquire
personal property, uncover obstacles,
and recommend improvements to poli-
cies for acquisition professionals. This
bill would require GSA to make the
findings of that working group, includ-
ing a general summary, publicly avail-
able to provide full transparency into
efforts to promote the maximum use of
excess personal property.

In conclusion, this bill shines a light
on agency practices and could
incentivize more efficient use of excess
personal property, saving untold tax-
payer dollars in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
McCLAIN for her leadership on the
House companion of this legislation,
H.R. 8276.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense legislation,
and I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
Reuse Excess Property Act, which
would dramatically increase trans-
parency across the Federal Govern-
ment by strengthening Federal report-
ing requirements about excess personal
property.

I commend Senators PETERS and
LANKFORD for introducing it and Chair-
woman MCCLAIN and Ranking Member
KATIE PORTER for introducing the
House counterpart.

The Federal Government has
amassed billions of dollars in personal
property, including furniture, things
like chairs and desks, vehicles, office
supplies, and medical equipment. Bil-
lions of dollars means a lot of tables
and chairs and computers.

Federal agencies are required to sur-
vey and index their inventories of per-
sonal property annually and identify
items they no longer need.

This accounting enables agencies to
have a better understanding of excess
items that could be considered for use
in other Federal agencies or institu-
tions, which is obviously the prudent
thing to do.

The GAO identified $3.9 billion in ex-
cess personal property between FY 2016
and FY 2020 and found an additional
$28.9 billion in excess personal property
items that were reported but not ob-
tained by other agencies.

These excess items could be trans-
ferred to other Federal agencies and
departments, distributed to a State or
local government, or even sold to the

public. It shouldn’t just be sitting
there.
The Reuse Excess Property Act

would increase Federal reporting re-
quirements to Congress and the public
and provide greater transparency of ac-
quisition, monitoring, reuse, and dis-
posal of personal property across the
whole Federal Government. It directs
the GSA and Federal agencies to report
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annually to Congress data that it col-
lects related to excess personal prop-
erty and would also make this data
publicly available to all of us.

This greater transparency around
Federal use of personal property may
help agencies make far more efficient
use of these items.

We support this financially prudent
and commonsense bipartisan legisla-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, we urge
all of our colleagues to support this
legislation and for all Federal agencies
to cooperate and aggressively partici-
pate in this program.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 2685.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ROBERT HAYDEN POST OFFICE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 3639) to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
2075 West Stadium Boulevard in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, as the ‘‘Robert Hay-
den Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3639

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ROBERT HAYDEN POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2075
West Stadium Boulevard in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“‘Robert Hayden Post Office’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘““Robert Hayden Post
Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.
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Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3639, which names a post office in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, for Robert Hayden.

Hayden was born in Detroit, Michi-
gan, where he attended Detroit City
College, now Wayne State University,
before going on to earn a master of arts
degree from the University of Michi-
gan.

During his lifetime, he published nine
collections of poetry with much of his
work touching on the Black American
experience.

In 1969, he began to teach at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, becoming the first
Black faculty member in the univer-
sity’s English department.

In 1976, he became the first African
American to be appointed consultant
in poetry to the Library of Congress, a
position that is known today as poet
laureate.

Hayden passed away in 1980 in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to echo
the gentleman from Kansas in express-
ing support for S. 3639 for the naming
of the post office after Robert Hayden.

My colleague stated well his career.
He did publish nine different collec-
tions of poetry, including the very
well-reviewed ‘‘Heart-Shape in the
Dust,” “Figures of Time,” and ‘‘A Bal-
lad of Remembrance.”

His writings leaned on his own study
of American history, exploring the
complexities of the Black American ex-
perience and situating it within the
broader context of the development of
the American story.

In 1976, Hayden made history when he
became the first African American to
be appointed as a consultant in poetry
to the Library of Congress.

He passed away in 1980 in Ann Arbor.

I urge all my colleagues to honor the
life of Robert Hayden and his career in
literature by naming a post office in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, after this distin-
guished writer.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to support this
bill naming a post office for Robert
Hayden, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3639.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEX-
ANDER JEFFERSON POST OFFICE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 3640) to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
155 South Main Street in Mount
Clemens, Michigan, as the ‘‘Lieutenant
Colonel Alexander Jefferson Post Of-
fice”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3640

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER
JEFFERSON POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 155
South Main Street in Mount Clemens, Michi-
gan, shall be known and designated as the
“Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Jefferson
Post Office™.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Lieutenant Colonel
Alexander Jefferson Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3640, which names a post office in
Mount Clemens, Michigan, for Lieuten-
ant Colonel Alexander Jefferson.

Jefferson served in the military dur-
ing World War II, completing combat
training at Selfridge Field in Mount
Clemens and pilot training at the
Tuskegee Army Airfield.

During his time with the Tuskegee
Airmen, Jefferson was shot down over
France and captured by Nazi ground
troops. He was imprisoned in German-
occupied Poland before being freed by
General George Patton’s U.S. Third
Army.

Jefferson returned to Michigan where
he became a U.S. Postal Service letter
carrier, earned a teaching certificate,
and obtained a master’s degree in edu-
cation from Wayne State University.

Jefferson taught elementary school
science in Detroit, was appointed as-
sistant principal, and retired in 1979
after 31 years of service to Detroit Pub-
lic Schools.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3640.

Lieutenant Jefferson was born in 1921
in Detroit, Michigan.

After graduating from Chadsey High
School and earning his bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry and biology from
Clark College, he was accepted into the
Aviation Cadet Training Program in
the U.S. Army Corps. He completed
combat training in Michigan and pilot
training at the Tuskegee Army Air-
field.

Jefferson served the cause of democ-
racy and freedom faithfully in World
War II in our struggle against fascism
and totalitarianism in Europe.

As a member of the Tuskegee Air-
men, he was shot down and captured by
Nazi troops. He suffered great hardship
as a prisoner of war in Nazi-occupied
Poland until he was finally freed by
General George Patton’s Third Army,
which was busy liberating people from
fascists all over Europe.

When he returned home from war,
Jefferson took a job as a letter carrier
for the U.S. Postal Service. He later
earned his teaching certificate and a
master’s degree in education at Wayne
State.

He taught elementary school science
in Detroit, was appointed an assistant
principal, and in 1979 retired with 31
years of service in public education, as
well as all of his years fighting for
America and for freedom.

I urge my colleagues to honor the life
and service of Lieutenant Colonel Jef-
ferson by naming this post office in
Mount Clemens, Michigan, after him.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers. I encourage my
colleagues to support this common-
sense legislation and yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3640.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

SOJOURNER TRUTH POST OFFICE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 3851) to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
90 McCamly Street South in Battle
Creek, Michigan, as the ‘‘Sojourner
Truth Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3851
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SOJOURNER TRUTH POST OFFICE.
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 90
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McCamly Street South in Battle Creek,
Michigan, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“Sojourner Truth Post Office’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sojourner Truth Post
Office”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3851, which names a post office in Bat-
tle Creek, Michigan, for Sojourner
Truth.

Sojourner Truth was born into slav-
ery in New York State as Isabella
Baumfree. She escaped slavery in 1827
and took her new name, Sojourner
Truth, in 1843.

After meeting Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton in 1850, Truth began to passion-
ately advocate for women’s rights and
courageously fought against racial in-
justices.

In 1851, Truth gave her famous ‘‘Ain’t
I a Woman?”’ speech to criticize race
and gender discrimination at a conven-
tion in AKron, Ohio.

In 1857, Truth moved to Harmonia, a
former utopian community that was
later incorporated into Battle Creek,
Michigan, where this post office is lo-
cated.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3851.

Sojourner Truth’s life and legacy
have profoundly shaped our country.
Born in 1797 in Ulster County, New
York, with the name Isabella
Baumfree, she spent her childhood
enslaved. In 1826, she courageously and
historically escaped the shackles of
slavery when her enslaver, John Du-
mont, refused to honor the State of
New York’s law declaring the freedom
of all enslaved human beings.

In 1843, she adopted the name So-
journer Truth as a testament to her
faith and her pilgrimage of freedom
and hope. She then committed to
speaking around America about the
truth of conditions for enslaved people
and the rights of African Americans.
Sojourner Truth worked with key fig-
ures in the abolitionist movement.
After meeting with the esteemed Eliza-
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beth Cady Stanton in 1850, she, herself,
became a passionate advocate for wom-
en’s rights.

In 1851, Sojourner Truth delivered
her landmark ‘“Ain’t I a Woman?”
speech at a women’s rights convention
in AKkron, Ohio. She declared that
women and Black Americans deserved
equal rights and dignity, and her
speech was met with roars of applause
and tears from activists who were
united in calling for a woman’s right to
vote and for equal rights for all Ameri-
cans.

She was one of the first Black women
to win a court case against a White
person, successfully freeing her son
from slavery and bringing him back to
New York in 1828.

In 1857, Sojourner moved to
Harmonia, Michigan, and later to Bat-
tle Creek as a member of President
Ulysses S. Grant’s reelection cam-
paign. She died in Battle Creek at 86
years old.

She was inducted in the National
Women’s Hall of Fame as a pioneer of
social justice and became the first
Black woman to be honored with a bust
in the U.S. Capitol’s Emancipation
Hall.

I strongly urge my colleagues to
honor the memory of Sojourner Truth
by naming a post office in Battle
Creek, Michigan, after this great
American.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3851.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ARMY SSG RYAN CHRISTIAN
KNAUSS MEMORIAL POST OF-
FICE BUILDING

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6633) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 9355 113th Street in Seminole,
Florida, as the ‘“Army SSG Ryan
Christian Knauss Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6633

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ARMY SSG RYAN CHRISTIAN KNAUSS
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 9355
113th Street in Seminole, Florida, shall be
known and designated as the ‘“‘Army SSG
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Ryan Christian Knauss Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Army SSG Ryan
Christian Knauss Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bill, which would rename a post office
in Florida for Staff Sergeant Ryan
Christian Knauss.

Committed to protecting his country,
Knauss joined the Army at the young
age of 17. He served in Afghanistan
where he supported the humanitarian
evacuation of Americans and Afghani
refugees.
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On August 16, 2021, Staff Sergeant
Knauss was processing eligible Afghani
refugees when a bomb exploded, killing
him and others.

Knauss earned numerous awards and
decorations, including the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, the Bronze Star
Medal, and the Purple Heart.

I support naming a post office in
memory of Staff Sergeant Knauss, and
I encourage my colleagues to support
this bill. I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6633. Staff Sergeant Ryan Knauss was
born and raised in Corryton, Ten-
nessee. As a high school student,
Knauss joined the Junior ROTC cadet
program to prepare for his eventual en-
listment in the military. Immediately
upon graduation, he joined the U.S.
Army. Following his basic training, he
was given a designation as a para-
trooper for the 82nd Airborne in North
Carolina.

Staff Sergeant Knauss continued his
life of service and devotion in two dif-
ferent Afghanistan deployments, the
first as part of a psychological oper-
ations battalion, the second in August
2021 to support noncombatant evacu-
ation operations, nearly 20 years after
the United States’ first mission began
in Afghanistan.

Tragically, 13 American servicemem-
bers lost their lives in the final stages
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of the U.S. withdrawal from Afghani-
stan, and Staff Sergeant Knauss was
one of those Americans lost in a con-
flict in which more than 7,000 Ameri-
cans were lost over the course of the
entire war. He made the ultimate sac-
rifice on August 26, 2021, and all Ameri-
cans are indebted to him and his fam-
ily.

H.R. 6633 will honor the life of Staff
Sergeant Knauss by naming a post of-
fice in Seminole, Florida, after him.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. LLUNA), a fierce advocate
for this legislation.

Mrs. LUNA. Mr. Speaker, today, as
we talk about the Seminole, Florida,
post office, I would like to take a mo-
ment to honor Staff Sergeant Knauss’
life and service to our country.

On August 26, 2021, Staff Sergeant
Knauss volunteered to serve during the
humanitarian evacuation mission in
Kabul, Afghanistan, at the Hamid
Karzai International Airport Abbey
Gate. While performing his duties, a
bomb was detonated at the Abbey
Gate, killing Staff Sergeant Knauss, 12
other servicemembers, and many civil-
ians.

Staff Sergeant Knauss bravely served
our country, earning many awards and
decorations, including the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, Bronze Star, and
Purple Heart.

Staff Sergeant Knauss has continued
to have a lasting impact in commu-
nities across the country. In his home-
town of Corryton, Tennessee, an an-
nual merit scholarship at a local high
school has been established in Staff
Sergeant Knauss’ name. The merit
scholarship helps to support a JROTC
candidate showing the same leadership
and willingness to enter the military
after high school as Staff Sergeant
Knauss did. His family plans to dupli-
cate the scholarship in communities
across the country.

Specific to Florida, Staff Sergeant
Knauss’ lasting impact can be seen
through community celebrations and
honor rides recognizing the military
heroes of today, yesterday, and tomor-
row. His family also plans to organize
an annual Seminole Park Veteran 5K
run with a motorcycle and jeep ride
through Seminole each Veterans Day.
They are also working to raise aware-
ness within the community of how to
get involved in sending active military
care packages overseas and are seeking
to provide services for homeless vet-
erans reluctant to go to VA facilities.
They are also looking to partner with
local Florida charter boats and cap-
tains to provide veterans with an op-
portunity to fish and build connections
with one another to help lower suicide
rates in the Tampa Bay area and across
the State of Florida.

Renaming the Seminole Post Office
after Staff Sergeant Ryan Christian
Knauss would serve as a reminder of
his life, service, and the impact he con-
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tinues to have on local students and
veterans each day.

I also want to take a moment to ac-
knowledge my constituent and Staff
Sergeant Ryan Christian Knauss’
mother, Paula, who is here with us
today. Thank you, Paula, for sup-
porting all of this and for the sacrifice
that your family has made.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this renaming bill.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers. I encourage my
colleagues to support this legislation
and would just add how honored I am
by the presence of Paula in the gallery.
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6633.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
COLONEL JOSEPH WILLIAM
KITTINGER II POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5867) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 109 Live Oaks Boulevard in
Casselberry, Florida, as the ‘‘Colonel
Joseph William Kittinger II Post Office
Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5867
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. COLONEL JOSEPH WILLIAM
KITTINGER II POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 109
Live Oaks Boulevard in Casselberry, Florida,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Colo-
nel Joseph William Kittinger II Post Office
Building”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Colonel Joseph Wil-
liam Kittinger II Post Office Building™’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. LATURNER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
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clude extraneous material
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bill, which would name a post office in
Casselberry, Florida, for Colonel Jo-
seph William Kittinger II.

Kittinger was a command pilot in the
U.S. Air Force, where he researched
high-altitude bailouts.

On August 16, 1960, he set a record for
the longest free fall, highest parachute
jump after leaping from a gondola at
102,800 feet.

In 1972, during the Vietnam war, he
shot down a MiG-21 North Vietnamese
plane. Later that year, his own plane
was shot down, and he spent a year in
the Hanoi Hilton POW camp.

I support naming a post office in
memory of Colonel Kittinger, an Amer-
ican hero who paved the way for future
astronauts and adventurers.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 5867.

Colonel Kittinger was born and
raised in Florida. He joined the U.S.
Air Force in 1949 as an aviation cadet
and received commission as a com-
mand pilot.

From 1959 to 1960, Colonel Kittinger
was a member of Project Excelsior, an
effort of Aerospace Medical Research
Laboratories that pioneered research
on safety and survival in high-altitude
emergencies. On August 16, 1960, he set
the record for the longest free fall from
a gondola, 4 minutes and 36 seconds,
before deploying his parachute.

Colonel Kittinger went on three
tours in Vietnam for the U.S. Air
Force. When his plane was shot down,
he faced adversity and stayed resilient
as a prisoner of war in the infamous
Hanoi Hilton. Among many awards,
Colonel Kittinger received two Purple
Hearts and a Prisoner of War Medal.

After retiring from the Air Force,
Colonel Kittinger became the first per-
son to complete a solo balloon trip
across the Atlantic. His efforts helped
advance developments in spacesuit
technology and safety procedures in
high-altitude environments.

On December 9, 2022, at the age of 94,
Colonel Kittinger passed away. I urge
my colleagues to honor the life and
valiant service of the colonel by nam-
ing a post office in Casselberry, Flor-
ida, after him.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MILLS).

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of a bill that honors the leg-
acy of Colonel Joseph Kittinger, a
former command pilot in the U.S. Air
Force who lived in Altamonte Springs,

on this
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Florida, in Florida’s Seventh Congres-
sional District.

From a young age, Colonel Kittinger
was fascinated by planes. He ended up
dedicating his life to pushing the
boundaries of aviation and advancing
the understandings of high altitude and
space exploration, inspiring many gen-
erations to come.

He joined the Air Force in 1949, where
he flew experimental jets and partici-
pated in aerospace medical research.
He was part of Project Excelsior, which
researched high-altitude pilot bailouts
to learn if humans could sustain the
extended travel at space-like altitudes.

On August 16, 1960, he set the record
for the highest parachute jump, jump-
ing out of a gondola at 102,800 feet,
completing the longest free fall at 4
minutes and 36 second airborne.

During the free fall, he also reached a
maximum speed of 614 miles per hour,
the fastest speed reached by a human
at that time before deploying his para-
chute.

He was called to further service dur-
ing the Vietnam war and flew 483 fight-
er plane missions. On his third tour in
1972, his plane was shot down, and he
spent close to a year as a prisoner of
war in the famed Hanoi Hilton, endur-
ing torture.

His fighting spirit never wavered, Mr.
Speaker. In fact, he titled his autobiog-
raphy ‘“Come Up and Get Me.” Back
home, he dreamed of returning to the
air, but this time via long-distance bal-
loon travel.

Upon retiring from the Air Force in
1978, that dream later became a reality
when he completed the first solo bal-
loon flight across the Atlantic Ocean.

About his travel, he would state: Life
is an adventure, and I am an adven-
turer.

Seventy-five years ago, he answered
the call to service. May Colonel
Kittinger’s courage, resilience, and
service inspire aviators, servicemem-
bers, veterans, and all Americans.

It is a great privilege to sponsor this
legislation to rename the main post of-
fice at 109 Live Oaks Boulevard in
Casselberry, Florida, in honor of Colo-
nel Joseph Kittinger.

I thank my colleagues in the Florida
delegation for supporting this bill and
request that all Members join us in
passing it in honor of an American
hero.

From one combat soldier to another,
I want to take a moment to salute him
and his service. Life is an adventure,
Mr. Speaker. May we all be adven-
turers like Colonel Kittinger.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. LATURNER. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to support this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5867.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
0 1445

CARDIOMYOPATHY HEALTH EDU-
CATION, AWARENESS, AND RE-
SEARCH, AND AED TRAINING IN
THE SCHOOLS ACT OF 2024

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6829) to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize and support
the creation and dissemination of car-
diomyopathy education, awareness,
and risk assessment materials and re-
sources to identify more at-risk fami-
lies, to authorize research and surveil-
lance activities relating to cardio-
myopathy, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6829

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cardio-
myopathy Health Education, Awareness, and
Research, and AED Training in the Schools
Act of 2024 or the “HEARTS Act of 2024”.
SEC. 2. CARDIOMYOPATHY HEALTH EDUCATION,

AWARENESS, AND RESEARCH, AND
AED TRAINING IN SCHOOLS.

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Public Health Serv-
ice Act is amended by inserting after section
312 (42 U.S.C. 244) the following:

“SEC. 312A. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES TO IN-
CREASE EDUCATION AND AWARE-
NESS OF CARDIOMYOPATHY AMONG
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, EDU-
CATORS, AND FAMILIES.

“‘(a) MATERIALS AND RESOURCES.—Not later
than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of the HEARTS Act of 2024, the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Director of
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, shall develop public education mate-
rials and resources to be disseminated to
school administrators, educators, school
health professionals, coaches, families,
guardians, caregivers, and other appropriate
individuals. The materials and resources
shall include—

‘(1) information on the signs, symptoms,
and risk factors associated with high-risk
cardiac conditions and genetic heart rhythm
abnormalities that may cause sudden cardiac
arrest in children, adolescents, and young
adults, including—

‘“(A) cardiomyopathy;

‘“(B) long QT syndrome, Brugada syn-
drome, catecholaminergic polymorphic ven-
tricular tachycardia, short QT syndrome,
and Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome; and

‘“(C) other high-risk cardiac conditions, as
determined by the Secretary;

‘(2) guidelines regarding the placement of
automated external defibrillators in schools,
early childhood education programs, and
child care centers;

‘“(3) training information on automated ex-
ternal defibrillators and cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation; and

‘“(4) recommendations for how schools,
early childhood education programs, and
child care centers can develop and imple-
ment a cardiac emergency response plan.
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““(b) DISSEMINATION OF MATERIALS AND RE-
SOURCES.—Not later than 30 months after the
date of the enactment of the HEARTS Act of
2024, the Secretary shall disseminate the ma-
terials and resources developed under sub-
section (a) in accordance with the following:

‘(1) DISTRIBUTION BY STATE EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES.—The Secretary shall make avail-
able such materials and resources to State
educational agencies to distribute—

“(A) to school administrators, educators,
school health professionals, coaches, fami-
lies, guardians, caregivers, and other appro-
priate individuals, the information developed
under subsection (a)(1);

‘“(B) to parents, guardians, or other care-
givers, the cardiomyopathy risk assessment
developed pursuant to section 312B(b)(1); and

“(C) to school administrators, educators,
school health professionals, and coaches—

‘(i) the guidelines described in subsection
(a)(2);

‘‘(ii) the training information described in
subsection (a)(3); and

‘(iii) the recommendations described in
subsection (a)(4).

‘(2) DISSEMINATION TO HEALTH DEPART-
MENTS AND PROFESSIONALS.—The Secretary
shall make available the materials and re-
sources developed under subsection (a) to
State and local health departments, pedia-
tricians, hospitals, and other health profes-
sionals, such as nurses and first responders.

¢“(3) POSTING ON WEBSITE.—

“(A) CDC.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, through
the Director, shall post the materials and re-
sources developed under subsection (a) on
the public Internet website of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

‘‘(ii) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—The Direc-
tor is encouraged to maintain on such public
Internet website such additional information
regarding cardiomyopathy as deemed appro-
priate by the Director.

‘“(B) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—State
educational agencies are encouraged to cre-
ate public Internet webpages dedicated to
cardiomyopathy and post the materials and
resources developed under subsection (a) on
such webpages.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘cardiomyopathy’ means a
heart disease that affects the heart’s muscle
(myocardium)—

‘““(A) the symptoms of which may vary
from case to case, including—

‘(i) cases in which no symptoms are
present (asymptomatic); and

‘‘(ii) cases in which there are symptoms of
a progressive condition that may result from
an impaired ability of the heart to pump
blood, such as fatigue, irregular heartbeats
(arrhythmia), heart failure, and, potentially,
sudden cardiac death; and

‘‘(B) the recognized types of which include
dilated, hypertrophic, restrictive,
arrhythmogenic right ventricular dysplasia,
and left ventricular non-compaction.

‘“(2) The term ‘Director’ means the Direc-
tor of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

‘“(3) The terms ‘early childhood education
program’, ‘elementary school’, and ‘sec-
ondary school’ have the meanings given to
those terms in section 8101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.

‘“(4) The term ‘school administrator’ means
a principal, director, manager, or other su-
pervisor or leader within an elementary
school, secondary school, State-based early
childhood education program, or child care
center.

‘() The term ‘school health professional’
means a health professional serving at an el-
ementary school, secondary school, State-
based early childhood education program, or
child care center.
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“SEC. 312B. ACTIVITIES RELATING TO CARDIO-
MYOPATHY.

‘“(a) REPORT ON CDC NATIONAL CARDIO-
MYOPATHY ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of the
HEARTS Act of 2024, the Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, shall submit to
Congress a report on findings generated from
existing activities conducted by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention to im-
prove the understanding of the prevalence
and epidemiology of cardiomyopathy across
the lifespan, from birth to adulthood, with
particular interest in the following:

‘““(A) The natural history of individuals
with cardiomyopathy, in both the pediatric
and adult population.

‘“(B) Estimates of cardiomyopathy-related
emergency department visits and hos-
pitalizations, in both the pediatric and adult
population.

‘“(2) PUBLIC ACCESS.—Subject to paragraph
(3), the report submitted under this sub-
section shall be made available to the public.

‘“(3) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—The Secretary
shall ensure that this subsection is carried
out in a manner that complies with all appli-
cable privacy laws under Federal and State
law.

“(b) IMPROVING RISK ASSESSMENTS FOR IN-
DIVIDUALS WITH CARDIOMYOPATHY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and make publicly available a cardio-
myopathy risk assessment for health care
providers and individuals. Such risk assess-
ment shall, at a minimum, include the fol-
lowing:

‘“(A) Background information on the preva-
lence, incidence, and health impact of car-
diomyopathy, including all forms of cardio-
myopathy and their effects on pediatric, ado-
lescent, and adult individuals.

“(B) A worksheet with variables and condi-
tions for an individual or health care pro-
vider to use in assessing whether an indi-
vidual is at risk for cardiomyopathy.

“(C) A worksheet with variables and stages
of progression for an individual or health
care provider to use in assessing whether and
to what extent cardiomyopathy has pro-
gressed in an individual.

‘(D) Guidelines on cardiomyopathy
screenings for individuals who are at risk
for, or have a family history of, cardio-
myopathy.

‘(2) STAKEHOLDER INPUT.—In carrying out
paragraph (1), the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention shall seek
input from external stakeholders including—

‘“(A) representatives from national patient
advocacy organizations expert in all forms of
cardiomyopathy;

‘‘(B) representatives from medical profes-
sional societies that specialize in the care of
adults and pediatrics with cardiomyopathy;
and

“(C) representatives from other relevant
Federal agencies.

‘‘(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘cardiomyopathy’ has the meaning given to
such term in section 312A.

“SEC. 312C. CARDIOMYOPATHY RESEARCH.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Director of the National
Institutes of Health, may expand and coordi-
nate research and related activities of the
National Institutes of Health with respect to
cardiomyopathy, which may include re-
search with respect to—

‘(1) causation of cardiomyopathy, includ-
ing genetic causes and molecular biomark-
ers;

“(2) long-term health outcomes in individ-
uals with cardiomyopathy, including infants,
children, teenagers, adults, and elderly indi-
viduals; and
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‘“(3) studies using longitudinal data and
retrospective analysis to identify effective
treatments and outcomes for individuals
with cardiomyopathy.

““(b) NONDUPLICATION.—The Secretary shall
ensure that any research and activities re-
lated to cardiomyopathy under this section
do not unnecessarily duplicate activities,
programs, or efforts of other agencies and of-
fices within the Department of Health and
Human Services.

‘“(c) NIH REPORT.—Not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of
the HEARTS Act of 2024, the Secretary, in
consultation with the Director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, shall submit to
Congress a report—

‘(1) outlining the ongoing research efforts
of the National Institutes of Health regard-
ing cardiomyopathy; and

“(2) identifying—

‘““(A) a research agenda regarding adult
forms of cardiomyopathy;

‘“(B) plans for researching cardiomyopathy
affecting the pediatric population; and

‘“(C) the areas of greatest need for such re-
search.

“(d) CARDIOMYOPATHY DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘cardiomyopathy’ has the
meaning given to such term in section 312A.
“SEC. 312D. PROMOTING STUDENT ACCESS TO

AEDS AND CPR.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may
award grants to eligible entities to develop
and implement a comprehensive program to
promote student access to automated exter-
nal defibrillators (in this section referred to
as ‘AEDs’) and cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion (in this section referred to as ‘CPR’) in
public elementary schools and secondary
schools.

“(b) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity re-
ceiving a grant under subsection (a) may use
funds received through such grant to carry
out any of the following activities:

‘(1) Developing and providing comprehen-
sive materials to establish AED and CPR
programs in public elementary schools and
secondary schools.

‘“(2) Providing support for CPR and AED
training programs in such schools for stu-
dents, staff, and related sports volunteers.

‘“(3) Providing support for developing a car-
diac emergency response plan within such
schools.

‘“(4) Purchasing AEDs that have been ap-
proved under section 515 of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act, cleared under sec-
tion 510(k) of such Act, or classified under
section 513(f)(2) of such Act.

‘“(5) Purchasing necessary AED batteries
and performing necessary AED maintenance
(such as by replacing AED pads) in accord-
ance with the labeling of the AED involved.

““(6) Replacing old and outdated AED and
CPR equipment, machinery, and educational
materials.

“‘(c) ELIGIBILITY; APPLICATION.—To be eligi-
ble for a grant under subsection (a), an enti-
ty shall—

“(1) be a local educational agency (includ-
ing a public charter school operating as a
local educational agency under State law),
in consultation with a qualified health care
entity; and

“(2) submit to the Secretary an application
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
may reasonably require.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ESEA TERMS.—The terms ‘elementary
school’, ‘local educational agency’, and ‘sec-
ondary school’ have the meanings given such
terms in section 8101 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965.

‘“(2) QUALIFIED HEALTH CARE ENTITY.—The
term ‘qualified health care entity’ means a
health care entity that—
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“(A) is—

‘(i) a public entity; or

‘(ii) an organization that is described in
section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 and exempt from taxation under sec-
tion 501(a) of such Code;

‘(B) demonstrates an ability to develop,
train, and implement a comprehensive pro-
gram to promote student access to
defibrillation in public elementary and sec-
ondary schools; and

‘“(C) is qualified in providing technical as-
sistance in AED and CPR training.”.

(b) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—No additional
funds are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out sections 312A, 312B, 312C, and 312D
of the Public Health Service Act, as inserted
by subsection (a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6829, the Cardiomyopathy Health Edu-
cation, Awareness, and Research, and
AED Training in the Schools Act, or
the HEARTS Act, of 2024, led by Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce Rank-
ing Member FRANK PALLONE.

In the United States, more than
30,000 children are diagnosed with some
form of cardiomyopathy, and more
than 2,000 children and adolescents die
from a sudden cardiac event each year.

Research and experience have shown
that immediate use of an automated
external defibrillator, or AED, for
short, or CPR can double or triple an
individual’s chance of survival.

The HEARTS Act of 2024 would au-
thorize and support programs to co-
ordinate related research, promote ac-
cess to AEDs and CPR training, and
raise public awareness of cardio-
myopathy within schools, local health
departments, and communities.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 6829, the HEARTS Act. I
am proud to have sponsored this legis-
lation, which is inspired by two New
Jersey families who each tragically
lost a child to sudden cardiac arrest
during high school sporting events.

Sadly, more than 2,000 children and
adolescents die this way, unfortu-
nately, every single year, and the bill
aims to prevent future deaths of car-
diac arrest by preparing schools to re-
spond to cardiac emergencies when
they occur.
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It directs the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to develop guidelines
on the placement of automated exter-
nal defibrillators, or AEDs, in schools
and to provide resources to help
schools create and implement cardiac
emergency response plans.

The legislation also supports CPR
education and training among stu-
dents, school personnel, coaches, and
volunteers. It would also support the
development of cardiac emergency re-
sponse plans, which, along with AEDs
and CPR, are integral to a coordinated,
immediate, and effective response in
the crucial minutes between the time
when a victim collapses and when
emergency medical services arrive.

The HEARTS Act will raise aware-
ness about the causes of sudden cardiac
arrest and ensure schools are more pre-
pared to deal with cardiac emergencies
so we can save lives. This legislation
has the support of the American Heart
Association and the Smart Heart Coali-
tion, among others.

It is my hope the Senate will con-
sider this legislation and restore the
authorization level, which we reluc-
tantly were required to remove in
order to get this bill before us today to
comply with the Speaker’s CutGo pro-
tocol. The Speaker’s protocol, in my
opinion, is arbitrary, selectively en-
forced, and ill-advised because it ham-
pers our ability to address the pressing
public health issues of the day.

I am disappointed that although the
bill as originally written was cleared in
committee on a bipartisan basis with
the funding authorization, the House
Republican leadership reversed course
and determined before floor consider-
ation that it was not in compliance
with the Speaker’s protocol.

We are, nonetheless, moving forward
today because we believe it is impera-
tive to move this policy forward for the
parents and student athletes who have
suffered from this sudden cardiac ar-
rest, and I remain committed to ensur-
ing the enduring success of this pro-
gram and to seek funding for it.

I thank Chair RODGERS for working
closely with me on the legislation, as
well as the New Jersey families who
shared their stories with me and have
advocated tirelessly for safer cardiac
health and resources in our schools.

Mr. Speaker, I urge strong support
for the bill, and I thank all the mem-
bers of our committee for reporting
this bill out on a bipartisan basis. It is
important for our kids.

Mr. Speaker, I ask everyone to vote
in support of the bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BucsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6829, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MEDICAID STATE PLAN REQUIRE-
MENT FOR DETERMINING RESI-
DENCY OF MILITARY FAMILIES

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8108) to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to add a Medicaid
State plan requirement with respect to
the determination of residency of cer-
tain individuals serving in the Armed
Forces, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8108

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MEDICAID STATE PLAN REQUIRE-
MENT FOR DETERMINING RESI-
DENCY AND COVERAGE FOR MILI-
TARY FAMILIES.

Section 1902 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1396a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (86), by striking ‘“‘and’ at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (87), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (87) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

““(88) beginning January 1, 2028, provide, with
respect to an active duty relocated individual
(as defined in subsection (uu)(1))—

‘“(A) that, in determining eligibility for med-
ical assistance under the State plan (or waiver
of such plan), the relocation described in such
subsection is deemed to be a temporary absence
for purposes of section 435.403(7)(3) of title 42,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any successor
regulation);

“(B) that if, at the time of such relocation,
such active duty relocated individual is on a
home and community-based services waiting list
(as defined in subsection (uw)(2)), such indi-
vidual remains on such list until—

‘(i) the State completes an assessment and
renders a decision with respect to the eligibility
of such individual to receive the relevant home
and community-based services at the time a slot
for such services becomes available and, in the
case such decision is a denial of such eligibility,
such individual has erxhausted the individual’s
opportunity for a fair hearing in accordance
with paragraph (3); or

““(ii) such individual elects to be removed from
such list; and

“(C) payment for medical assistance furnished
under the State plan (or a waiver of the plan)
to such active duty relocated individual in the
temporary relocation State (as referred to in
subsection (uu)(1)) in accordance with such
guidance as the Secretary may issue to ensure
access to such assistance.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(uu) ACTIVE DUTY RELOCATED INDIVIDUAL;
HOME AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES WAIT-
ING LIST.—For purposes of subsection (a)(88)
and this subsection:

‘(1) ACTIVE DUTY RELOCATED INDIVIDUAL.—
The term ‘active duty relocated individual’
means an individual enrolled under the State
plan (or waiver of such plan)—

“(4) who—

‘(i) is a member of the Armed Forces engaged
in active duty service and is temporarily relo-
cated (as specified by the Secretary) to another
State (in this subsection referred to as the ‘tem-
porary relocation State’) by reason of such serv-
ice;

H5575

““(ii) at any point during the preceding 1-year
period, was such a member so engaged in such
service and was temporarily relocated to the
temporary relocation State by reason of such
service, but is no longer so engaged in such serv-
ice (including by reason of retirement from such
service); or

“(iii) is a dependent (as defined by the Sec-
retary) of a member described in clause (i) or (ii)
who temporarily relocates to the temporary relo-
cation State with such member; and

‘““(B) who—

““(i) was receiving home and community-based
services (as defined in section 9817(a)(2)(B) of
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021) at the
time of such relocation; or

““(ii) if the State maintains a home and com-
munity-based services waiting list, was on such
home and community-based services waiting list
at the time of such relocation.

““(2) HOME AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES
WAITING LIST.—The term ‘home and community-
based services waiting list’ means, in the case of
a State that has a limit on the number of indi-
viduals who may receive home and community-
based services under section 1115(a) or section
1915(c), a list maintained by such State of indi-
viduals who have applied to receive such serv-
ices under either such section but for whom the
State has not yet completed an assessment and
rendered a decision with respect to the eligibility
of such individuals to receive the relevant home
and community-based services at the time a slot
for such services becomes available due to such
limit.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. KIGGANS
for bringing forth such an important
solution for our military families.

H.R. 8108 would ensure that military
families can maintain access to essen-
tial care when they are required to
move States for Active Duty.

According to the Medicaid and CHIP
Payment Access Commission, as many
as 867,000 Medicaid enrollees have pri-
mary insurance through TRICARE, in-
cluding as many as 220,000 children.

In most instances, servicemembers
rely on TRICARE as their insurer to
cover most of their needs, but for indi-
viduals who also have a disability—
take, for example, a military family
with a child with a disability—Med-
icaid will often step in to cover addi-
tional care, like home and community-
based services. Those services help
with daily living activities and are es-
sential to keeping people with disabil-
ities healthy and independent in their
communities.

Unfortunately, many State Medicaid
programs limit access to home and
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community-based services and often do
so by creating waiting lists. It can take
years for a patient to get off the wait
list and get the level of care that they
need.

For military families who rely on
Medicaid to pay for home and commu-
nity-based services, moving from one
State to another requires the family to
join the new State’s waiting list and
start the whole process over again.

H.R. 8108 makes clear that Active-
Duty military families required to
move across the country for their serv-
ice to this country cannot lose access
to current home and community-based
services or lose their spot in line on
their home State’s waiting list.

These necessary changes will help re-
affirm our commitment to our military
families who don’t need additional
hoops to jump through or stress in a
time of reassignment.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. KIGGANS
for her leadership on this important
issue. I encourage my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 8108, a bill that would amend
title XIX of the Social Security Act to
add a Medicaid State plan requirement
regarding the determination of resi-
dency of people serving in the armed
services.

Medicaid is the primary payer for
home and community-based services,
serving as the safety net for people
with long-term care needs, including
military families. Medicaid provides
coverage for home and community-
based services when other insurers, in-
cluding TRICARE, do not.

Military families face unique
stressors when a family member has a
need for home and community-based
services and needs to relocate for mili-
tary service. For example, when a child
with disabilities is receiving home and
community-based services covered by
the Medicaid program in the same
State in which they live, there is no
guarantee that the child will continue
to receive care in the State where the
family is being relocated.

In many States, families wait years
on a waiting list to receive these serv-
ices, and once they are finally able to
access the care they need, the time
may come to move again. Military
families in this position may face a dif-
ficult choice: Do they keep their fam-
ily together, knowing that their child
may lose access to care in the State in
which they are moving, or do they sep-
arate the family to ensure their child
is able to access the care they need?
These are decisions that military fami-
lies simply should not have to make.

H.R. 8108 would lessen the burden
military families face by requiring
States to continue to provide Medicaid
coverage to dependents of Active-Duty
military servicemembers who are re-
ceiving Medicaid home and commu-
nity-based services and must move out
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of State due to military service. It also
allows families that are on waiting
lists to maintain their place on those
lists so they, too, are not forced to
start over.

While H.R. 8108 does not address the
many underlying issues with our
patchwork long-term care system, in-
cluding those that have led to the ex-
istence of waiting lists, I am pleased
that it will help ease some of the chal-
lenges that military families face in re-
ceiving the care they need.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representatives
KiGGANS and KAPTUR for their leader-
ship on this very important issue, and
I encourage my colleagues to vote
‘“‘yes’ on H.R. 8108.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Mrs. KIGGANS).

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R.
8108, the Medicaid State Plan Require-
ment for Determining Residency of
Military Families, that I introduced
earlier this year to ensure servicemem-
bers can maintain critical healthcare
coverage and medical services for their
children no matter where their service
takes them.

Americans with disabilities often
need long-term care services to help
them with everyday activities, such as
eating, walking, medical equipment
management, and more. TRICARE does
not cover long-term care services, leav-
ing military families with children in
need of those services to apply for Med-
icaid. However, Medicaid is operated
State by State, which puts individuals
and their families at risk of losing
services when they leave their State.

This particularly impacts our mili-
tary families, who frequently transfer
locations as part of their commitment
to serving our country. As a Navy
spouse, mom of four, and a veteran who
served for nearly 10 years myself, I
know how hard these relocations can
be for military families.
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Those who serve our country
shouldn’t have to worry about whether
their children will be able to access
critical healthcare services when they
get to their next duty station.

That is why I introduced the Med-
icaid State Plan Requirement for De-
termining Residency of Military Fami-
lies.

My bipartisan bill would guarantee
dependents of Active-Duty service-
members can continue to receive long-
term care services through a State-ad-
ministered Medicaid plan should their
family be stationed in another State.

Our men and women in uniform al-
ready sacrifice so much for our coun-
try. Their children should never have
to forego critical care because of their
selfless decision to serve.

I thank Congresswoman MARCY KAP-
TUR for joining me in this important ef-
fort, and I encourage my colleagues on
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both sides of the aisle to support our
bipartisan legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this is
an important bill for individuals serv-
ing in the Armed Forces and their fam-
ilies, so I urge my colleagues to vote
for it on a bipartisan basis.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage everyone to vote
“‘yes” on this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LoPEZ). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BUCcsHON) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8108, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
NAPA REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 133) to extend the National Alz-
heimer’s Project.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 133

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘NAPA Reau-
thorization Act’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROJECT.

Section 2 of the National Alzheimer’s
Project Act (42 U.S.C. 11225) is amended—

(1) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘and co-
ordination of”’ and inserting ‘‘on, and coordi-
nation of,”’;

(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as subparagraphs (B) and (C), respec-
tively; and

(ii) by inserting before subparagraph (B),
as so redesignated, the following:

‘‘(A) promotion of healthy aging and reduc-
tion and mitigation of risk factors for Alz-
heimer’s;”’;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and other underserved
populations, including individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities such as Down syn-
drome,”’ after ‘‘populations’; and

(ii) by striking ¢; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (7); and

(E) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

‘(6) provide information on, and promote
the adoption of, healthy behaviors that may
reduce the risk of cognitive decline and pro-
mote and protect cognitive health; and’’;

(2) in subsection (d)(2)—

(A) by inserting ¢, across public and pri-
vate sectors,” after ‘“‘Nation’s progress’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, including consideration
of public-private collaborations, as appro-
priate’’ before the period;

(3) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by adding at the
end the following:
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“‘(xi) A designee of the Department of Jus-
tice.

‘(xii) A designee of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

‘(xiii) A designee of the Social Security
Administration.

“(xiv) 2 or more other designees, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, at least one of whom has
expertise in risk factors associated with the
development or the progression of Alz-
heimer’s.”’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘12’ and inserting ‘15°’;

(IT) in clause (v)—

(aa) by striking ‘2 researchers’ and insert-
ing ‘‘3 researchers’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting ‘, in-
cluding at least one researcher with dem-
onstrated experience in recruitment and re-
tention of underrepresented groups into re-
search or clinical trials related to demen-
tia;”’;

(IIT) in clause (vi), by striking the period
and inserting a semicolon; and

(IV) by adding at the end the following:

‘(vii) 1 individual with a diagnosis of Alz-
heimer’s disease; and

‘‘(viii) 1 representative from a historically
underserved population whose lifetime risk
for developing Alzheimer’s is markedly high-
er than that of other populations.”’;

(B) in paragraph (5)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking ‘‘an initial evaluation’ and
inserting ‘“‘annual evaluations’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘research, clinical” and in-
serting ‘‘research, risk reduction, public
health, clinical’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘ini-
tial’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (C)—

(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘initial’’; and

(IT) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘and reduce
disparities’ before the semicolon; and

(iv) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘an-
nually thereafter, an evaluation” and insert-
ing “‘annual evaluations’’; and

(C) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘2025’ and
inserting ‘‘2035°’;

(4) in subsection (g)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by adding ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon;

(ii) by striking ‘‘that includes an evalua-
tion” and inserting ‘‘that includes—

““(A) an evaluation;’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) a summary of the Secretary’s process
for identifying and updating what conditions
constitute Alzheimer’s disease;”’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)(A)(ii), by inserting
“and reduce disparities’ before the semi-
colon; and

(5) in subsection (h), by striking ‘2025’ and
inserting ‘‘2035°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.
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Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
133, the NAPA Reauthorization Act led
by Senators Collins and Warren.

The House companion bill, H.R. 619,
is led by Representatives Tonko and
Smith of New Jersey.

In the United States, one in nine peo-
ple aged 65 and older currently suffer
from Alzheimer’s disease. Unfortu-
nately, this number continues to grow
with some estimates projecting the
overall number to rise to 12.7 million
Americans by 2050.

Congress established the National
Alzheimer’s Project in 2011 with a goal
of building upon, raising awareness of,
and helping to coordinate current Fed-
eral efforts to combat Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and related dementia through ear-
lier diagnosis, prevention, and im-
proved treatments.

This bill would support and improve
the National Alzheimer’s Project, in-
cluding expanding membership of the
advisory council to include those indi-
viduals battling this disease and those
at high risk for developing Alzheimer’s.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
133, the NAPA Reauthorization Act,
which would reauthorize the National
Alzheimer’s Project Act through 2035.

In 2011, our Nation made addressing
Alzheimer’s disease a priority when we
passed the National Alzheimer’s
Project Act. This law called for a na-
tional plan to accelerate research and
improve care and services to those liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s. Since the estab-
lishment of the national plan, we have
made enormous strides in strategy im-
plementation to address Alzheimer’s
disease and other dementia. The na-
tional plan has also allowed us to make
progress in Alzheimer’s research, care
and services, and public awareness
about the disease.

S. 133 will build on the progress we
have made through the national plan
by reauthorizing the law through fiscal
year 2035. The bill will also allow the
national plan to address healthy aging
and risk reduction issues related to
Alzheimer’s disease.

This reauthorization will build on
the progress brought forward by NAPA
and allow the Department of Health
and Human Services to continue long-
term planning for a strategic approach
to addressing Alzheimer’s and other de-
mentia.

This bill is the Senate counterpart of
legislation 1led by Representative
ToONKO, who shepherded this bipartisan
reauthorization through the Energy
and Commerce Committee this past
spring. Since the beginning of his time
in Congress, Representative TONKO has
led the push to address Alzheimer’s and
related dementia, and I thank him for
his continued leadership.

I also thank my colleague from New
Jersey, Representative SMITH, who is
the Republican sponsor.
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I encourage my colleagues to vote
“‘yes” on S. 133 so we can continue our
commitment to combat Alzheimer’s
disease.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my
colleagues in supporting the National
Alzheimer’s Project Reauthorization
Act.

This legislation reauthorizes the Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Project Act through
2035, providing a roadmap for Federal
efforts in responding to Alzheimer’s
and dementia.

Alzheimer’s is a cruel disease that
steals a person’s quality of life. As a
pharmacist, I have seen firsthand the
impact Alzheimer’s and other forms of
dementia have on patients, families,
caregivers, and society overall.

People living with Alzheimer’s lose
their memories, their independence,
their relationships, and ultimately
their lives. Beyond the patients, care-
givers and loved ones endure emotional
distress and unthinkable financial bur-
dens.

With nearly 7 million Americans suf-
fering with Alzheimer’s, there is a crit-
ical need for Federal resources to pre-
vent, treat, and ultimately find a cure
for this devastating disease.

In honor of those who have battled
and continue to battle this disease,
let’s continue to work together to raise
awareness and pass this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
all of us to support this bill on a bipar-
tisan basis. Whatever we can do to
fight Alzheimer’s is very important.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BucsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 133.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ALZHEIMER’S ACCOUNTABILITY
AND INVESTMENT ACT

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 134) to require an annual budget es-
timate for the initiatives of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health pursuant to
reports and recommendations made
under the National Alzheimer’s Project
Act.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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S. 134

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Alzheimer’s
Accountability and Investment Act’’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROJECT.

Section 2 of the National Alzheimer’s
Project Act (42 U.S.C. 11225) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing:

“(h) PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT BUDGET.—
For fiscal year 2024 and each subsequent fis-
cal year, the Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health shall prepare and submit, di-
rectly to the President for review and trans-
mittal to Congress, after reasonable oppor-
tunity for comment, but without change, by
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
and the Advisory Council, an annual budget
estimate for the initiatives of the National
Institutes of Health pursuant to the reports
and recommendations made under this Act,
including an estimate of the number and
type of personnel needs for the National In-
stitutes of Health.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
134, the Alzheimer’s Accountability
and Investment Act led by Senators
Collins and Markey. The House com-
panion bill, H.R. 620, is led by Rep-
resentatives Smith of New Jersey and
Tonko.

In the United States, health and
long-term costs for individuals living
with Alzheimer’s disease and other de-
mentias are projected to reach $360 bil-
lion in 2024. Around 64 percent of these
costs are expected to be covered by
Medicare and Medicaid with patients
on the hook for the other $90 billion in
out-of-pocket spending.

This tremendous cost does not even
include the value of our unpaid care-
givers, which was estimated to be $350
billion in 2023, amounting to over 18
billion hours of care.

In addition, individuals with demen-
tias are more likely to have other
chronic conditions, such as heart dis-
ease, diabetes, and kidney disease.

This bill would require the NIH to
submit an annual budget estimate to
Congress so that we may effectively as-
sess the current resources needed to
achieve the goals of the National Alz-
heimer’s Project.
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Continued investments in research to
prevent and treat Alzheimer’s disease
and dementia will improve the quality
of life for millions of Americans, with
the simultaneous hope of achieving sig-
nificant long-term financial savings.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of S. 134, the Alzheimer’s Account-
ability and Investment Act.

This bill would require the National
Institutes of Health to annually submit
an estimate of its budget and personnel
needs for carrying out initiatives re-
lated to the National Alzheimer’s
Project.

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee reported out this bipartisan bill
sponsored by Representatives CHRIS
SMITH and PAUL TONKO this spring.

According to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation 2024 report, the annual cost of
caring for people with Alzheimer’s or
other types of dementia will be about
$360 billion this year alone. That is $15
billion higher than in 2023.

The report also found that 6.9 million
Americans aged 65 and older have Alz-
heimer’s dementia, with nearly 185,000
residing in my State of New Jersey.
Nationwide, between 2000 and 2021, the
number of deaths from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease more than doubled, increasing 141
percent.

In order to make sure we meet the
goals set out by the National Alz-
heimer’s Project, which the House is
also considering today, we must make
sure that NIH has our support. S. 134
will require that the NIH submit a pro-
fessional judgment budget for the Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Project so that we
can identify the needs of the agency.

With this information, we can be as-
sured that the Nation’s experts are
speaking directly to Congress on re-
sources they need to effectively treat
the disease and effectively commu-
nicate the capacity needs of NIH.

I encourage my colleagues to vote
“yes” on S. 134 so that we can continue
our commitment to combat Alz-
heimer’s disease.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, I am prepared to
close, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, again,
whatever we can do to help prevent or
deal with more effectively with the
Alzheimer’s disorder cases, we should
support it.

For that reason, I ask all my col-
leagues to support this bill on a bipar-
tisan basis. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’ vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BuUcsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 134.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SICKLE CELL DISEASE AND OTHER
HERITABLE BLOOD DISORDERS
RESEARCH, SURVEILLANCE, PRE-
VENTION, AND TREATMENT ACT
OF 2023

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3884) to amend title XI of the
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize the program providing for sickle
cell disease and other heritable blood
disorders research, surveillance, pre-
vention, and treatment, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3884

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sickle Cell Dis-
ease and Other Heritable Blood Disorders Re-
search, Surveillance, Prevention, and Treatment
Act of 2023”°.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE AND OTHER HERITABLE
BLOOD DISORDERS RESEARCH, SUR-
VEILLANCE, PREVENTION, AND
TREATMENT.

Section 1106(b) of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 300b-5(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)(4), by inserting *‘, grant,
or cooperative agreement’’ after ‘“‘contract’’; and

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘$4,455,000
for each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023 and
inserting ‘38,205,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028”°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3884, the Sickle Cell Disease and Other
Heritable Blood Disorders Research,
Surveillance, Prevention, and Treat-
ment Act led by Congressman MICHAEL
BURGESS.
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Sickle cell disease is the most com-
mon inherited blood disorder in the
United States and impacts about
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100,000 Americans. This disease causes
red blood cells to become rigid and
form into a crescent, or sickle, shape;
restricts blood flow; and can lead to se-
rious health problems throughout the
body.

H.R. 3884 will continue important
programs and activities administered
by CDC and HRSA that are aimed to
support research, prevention, and
treatment for sickle cell disease and
other blood disorders through fiscal
year 2028.

It is critical to reauthorize this legis-
lation so patients, families, and pro-
viders can be further educated on the
condition and foster partnerships be-
tween clinicians and community orga-
nizations to help improve access to
care.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 3884, the Sickle Cell Dis-
ease and Other Heritable Blood Dis-
orders Research, Surveillance, Preven-
tion, and Treatment Act.

This bill reauthorizes the sickle cell
disease treatment demonstration pro-
gram and data collection administered
by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Health Resources
Services Administration.

At our Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee hearing in June of last year, we
heard directly about the importance of
this reauthorization to continue crit-
ical Federal efforts to improve the
lives of the approximately 100,000
Americans living with sickle cell dis-
ease. In my State of New Jersey, we
have 2,000 cases of sickle cell disease,
with an estimated 80 to 90 new cases
each year. New Jersey is among the top
10 States with the highest prevalence
of sickle cell disease.

Thanks in part to programs such as
the bill before us, our Nation has seen
improvements in data collection, new-
born screening, and research efforts for
sickle cell disease. However, there is
still a lot of work to be done. Sickle
cell disease patients still experience
several barriers to appropriate treat-
ment and care.

One barrier is underresourced care
programs, leading many patients to
rely on emergency care rather than
regular, preventive treatment.

There is also still mistrust in the
healthcare system among many Afri-
can-American patients, socioeconomic
disparities within the sickle cell dis-
ease community, and potential dis-
crimination within our healthcare sys-
tem. While considerable work remains
before us, this is an important step to
continue the necessary Federal invest-
ments to improve health outcomes, in-
crease outcomes to innovative gene
therapies, and lower the healthcare
costs for many of the Nation’s most
vulnerable populations.

I thank Representative DAVIS and Dr.
BURGESS for their advocacy and leader-
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ship on this legislation. We know that
with early diagnosis and support for ef-
fective evidence-based interventions,
we can save lives.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bipartisan reauthorization
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BURGESS).

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Dr. BUCSHON from Indiana for yielding
me the time on such an important re-
authorization that we are undertaking
today.

Mr. Speaker, 2018 was the last au-
thorization for sickle cell research.
Prior to that, it had been part of the
2004 Bush tax cuts, and it has been a
long time since this Congress had
turned its attention to the problems
encountered by people who suffer from
the diagnosis of sickle cell disease.
Fortunately, in 2018, President Trump
signed a bill into law, and now we are
going to reauthorize that bill in this
Congress.

That is a good thing.

I can remember sitting in a hearing
in 2016 where the sickle cell disease ad-
vocate told us that it had been fully 40
years, four decades, since the Food and
Drug Administration had approved a
new therapy for sickle cell.

Fortunately, we are well past those
days now, and on the horizon are a
number of newer therapies. Ranking
Member PALLONE mentioned cell and
gene therapies. A lot of work was done
when the Committee on Energy and
Commerce did the CURES bill in 2016.
There are now newer therapies on the
horizon that were not even con-
templated the last time that this bill
was authorized.

Mr. Speaker, I was in practice for 30
yvears. I worked with families and with
patients suffering from this very com-
plex disease. Proper treatment requires
knowledge, intervention, and care co-
ordination. It is important that we
have the resources to encourage more
research and more data to better in-
form how to evaluate treatment plans
while improving the quality of life for
patients.

This legislation will continue to im-
prove physician and patient education,
as well as assist with best practices for
care coordination. By having access to
these programs, the patient and the
physician will continue to have the
ability to identify the problem early
on, providing more time to arrest the
effects of the disease from having long-
term effects on the well-being of the
patient.

I certainly thank my fellow Mem-
bers, Representative CARTER of Geor-
gia, and, of course, Representative
DAvIS of Illinois for his longstanding
work in this regard and for helping
educate me as to the importance of ad-
vancing this research and advancing
this reauthorization through the many
steps it has taken over the last 20
yvears. I am grateful for the direction
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and the wise counsel provided by the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) on
this important issue.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative BUCSHON for yielding
me the time, and I thank the com-
mittee for working on this important
topic.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS),
who is the Democratic sponsor of the
bill.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, I thank Dr. BURGESS for his
tremendous advocacy on this and other
legislative initiatives designed to im-
prove the quality of health and
healthcare in America.

Mr. Speaker, the consequences and
complications of sickle cell disease are
extreme. According to the Sickle Cell
Disease Association of America, they
have studied and reported that com-
mon complications with this disease
include early childhood death from in-
fection; stroke in young children and
adults; lung problems similar to pneu-
monia; chronic damage to organs, in-
cluding the kidney, leading to kidney
failure, and to the lungs, causing pul-
monary hypertension; and severe pain-
ful episodes. In fact, pain episodes are a
hallmark of sickle cell disease.

More than 2.5 million Americans
have the sickle cell trait. The sickle
cell trait is found in 1 in 12 African
Americans. There is a one in four
chance that a child born to parents
who both have the sickle cell trait will
develop the sickle cell disease. The av-
erage lifespan for an adult with sickle
cell disease is 45 years. The sickle cell
disease affects an estimated 100,000
Americans, primarily African Ameri-
cans, Hispanics, and other ethnic
groups.

Mr. Speaker, I would also note that
the devastation of this disease on those
who are affected by it is, indeed, tre-
mendous. I have had firsthand experi-
ence with it by virtue of having run a
sickle cell community education
project for the University of Illinois in
Chicago and encountered many of the
patients and their families. I saw the
pain and suffering firsthand.

In 2004, Senator James Talent and I,
along with our colleagues in Congress,
introduced the Sickle Cell Disease Act,
a bill designed to do more to improve
the treatment and prevention of sickle
cell disease. Specifically, as part of the
American Jobs Creation Act, this bill
was enacted.

In the 115th Congress, Senators TIM
ScoTT and CORY BOOKER, Representa-
tive MICHAEL BURGESS, Representative
G.K. Butterfield, and I sponsored the
House companion bill to the Senate
and supported a bipartisan and bi-
cameral bill, S. 2465-enacted, the Sick-
le Cell Disease and Other Heritable
Blood Disorders Research, Surveil-
lance, Prevention, and Treatment Act
of 2018. This reauthorized law had con-
tinued to improve the treatment and
preventive measures to reduce the risk
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factors of sickle cell disease, especially
for the data collection part, which is
the heart of the surveillance program
in the law. This law expired in late
2023.

H.R. 3884, the Sickle Cell Disease and
Other Heritable Blood Disorders Re-
search, Surveillance, Prevention, and
Treatment Act of 2023, is a bipartisan
bill by Representatives Dr. MICHAEL
BURGESS; myself, DANNY DAVIS; Rep-
resentative BUDDY CARTER; and BAR-
BARA LEE. It is a companion bill to the
Senate version S. 1852 by Senators TIM
ScorT, CORY BOOKER, and RAPHAEL
WARNOCK.

H.R. 3884 would extend the reauthor-
ization of the sickle cell disease treat-
ment demonstration program through
FY 2028 that supports efforts to im-
prove treatment, reduce risk and com-
plications, and cure this disease.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote “‘yes.”

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the Sickle Cell Disease and
Other Heritable Blood Disorders Re-
search, Surveillance, Prevention, and
Treatment Act.

As a pharmacist for over four dec-
ades, I have seen firsthand the heart-
breaking toll sickle cell disease takes
on patients and their families.

Sickle cell disease is a destructive
disease, attacking red blood cells in
the body and causing patients strong
episodes of pain over time.

Unfortunately, Georgia is home to
one of the largest sickle cell disease
populations in the country, which is
why it is so important that we act
quickly to save lives and prevent fur-
ther pain.

The bill before us today reauthorizes
critical sickle cell disease programs so
that patients have the support and re-
sources they need to battle this ter-
rible disease. I have always and will al-
ways commit to putting patients first,
and I believe these programs do just
that.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Dr. BURGESS for
working on this important issue, and I
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, I am prepared to
close, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, again, 1
urge that we support this legislation
on a bipartisan basis. Sickle cell dis-
ease is something that we need to con-
tinue to research and help with. This is
an important bill in that respect.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BUCSHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3884, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
CHARLOTTE WOODWARD ORGAN
TRANSPLANT DISCRIMINATION

PREVENTION ACT

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2706) to prohibit discrimination
on the basis of mental or physical dis-
ability in cases of organ transplants, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2706

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Charlotte
Woodward Organ Transplant Discrimination
Prevention Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) AUXILIARY AIDS AND SERVICES.—The term
“auxiliary aids and services’’ has the meaning
given the term in section 4 of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12103).

(2) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered enti-
ty’’ means any licensed provider of health care
services (including licensed health care practi-
tioners, hospitals, nursing facilities, labora-
tories, intermediate care facilities, psychiatric
residential treatment facilities, institutions for
individuals with intellectual or developmental
disabilities, and prison health centers), and any
transplant hospital (as defined in section 121.2
of title 42, Code of Federal Regulations or a suc-
cessor regulation), that—

(4) is in interstate commerce; or

(B) provides health care services in a manner
that—

(i) substantially affects or has a substantial
relation to interstate commerce; or

(ii) includes use of an instrument (including
an instrument of transportation or communica-
tion) of interstate commerce.

(3) DISABILITY.—The term ‘‘disability’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 3 of the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C.
12102).

(4) HUMAN ORGAN.—The term ‘“‘human organ’’
has the meaning given the term in section 301(c)
of the National Organ Transplant Act (42
U.S.C. 274e(c)).

(5) ORGAN TRANSPLANT.—The term ‘‘organ
transplant’ means the transplantation or trans-
fusion of a donated human organ into the body
of another human for the purpose of treating a
medical condition.

(6) QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘“‘quali-
fied individual’’ means an individual who, with
or without a support network, provision of aux-
iliary aids and services, or reasonable modifica-
tions to policies or practices, meets eligibility re-
quirements for the receipt of a human organ.

(7) REASONABLE MODIFICATIONS TO POLICIES
OR PRACTICES.—The term ‘‘reasonable modifica-
tions to policies or practices’ includes—

(A) communication with persons responsible
for supporting a qualified individual with post-
surgical or other care following an organ trans-
plant or related services, including support with
medication;

(B) consideration, in determining whether a
qualified individual will be able to comply with
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health requirements following an organ trans-
plant or receipt of related services, of support
networks available to the qualified individual,
including family, friends, and providers of home
and community-based services, including home
and community-based services funded through
the Medicare or Medicaid program under title
XVIII or XIX, respectively, of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq., 1396 et seq.), an-
other health plan in which the qualified indi-
vidual is enrolled, or any program or source of
funding available to the qualified individual;
and

(C) the wuse of supported decision-making,
when needed, by a qualified individual.

(8) RELATED SERVICES.—The term ‘‘related
services’ means services related to an organ
transplant that consist of—

(A) evaluation;

(B) counseling;

(C) treatment, including postoperative treat-
ment, and care;

(D) provision of information; and

(E) any other service recommended or required
by a physician.

(9) SUPPORTED DECISION-MAKING.—The term
“‘supported decision-making’’ means the use of a
support person to assist a qualified individual in
making health care decisions, communicate in-
formation to the qualified individual, or ascer-
tain a qualified individual’s wishes. Such term
includes—

(A) the inclusion of the individual’s attorney-
in-fact or health care proxy, or any person of
the individual’s choice, in communications
about the individual’s health care;

(B) permitting the individual to designate a
person of the individual’s choice for the pur-
poses of supporting that individual in commu-
nicating, processing information, or making
health care decisions;

(C) providing auxiliary aids and services to
facilitate the individual’s ability to commu-
nicate and process health-related information,
including providing use of assistive communica-
tion technology;

(D) providing health information to persons
designated by the individual, consistent with
the regulations promulgated under section 264(c)
of the Health Insurance Portability and Ac-
countability Act of 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1320d-2 note)
and other applicable laws and regulations gov-
erning disclosure of health information;

(E) providing health information in a format
that is readily understandable by the indi-
vidual; and

(F) working with a court-appointed guardian
or other person responsible for making health
care decisions on behalf of the individual, to en-
sure that the individual is included in decisions
involving the health care of the individual and
that health care decisions are in accordance
with the individual’s own expressed interests.

(10) SUPPORT NETWORK.—The term ‘‘support
network’ means, with respect to a qualified in-
dividual, one or more people who are—

(A) selected by the qualified individual or by
the qualified individual and the guardian of the
qualified individual, to provide assistance to the
qualified individual or guidance to that quali-
fied individual in understanding issues, making
plans for the future, or making complexr deci-
sions; and

(B) who may include the family members,
friends, unpaid supporters, members of the reli-
gious congregation, and appropriate personnel
at a community center, of or serving the quali-
fied individual.

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATORY POL-
ICY.

The board of directors described in section
372(b)(1)(B) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 274(b)(1)(B)) shall not issue policies, rec-
ommendations, or other memoranda that would
prohibit, or otherwise hinder, a qualified indi-
vidual’s access to an organ transplant solely on
the basis of that individual’s disability.
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SEC. 4. PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), a
covered entity may not, solely on the basis of a
qualified individual’s disability—

(1) determine that the individual is ineligible
to receive an organ transplant or related serv-
ices;

(2) deny the individual an organ transplant or
related services;

(3) refuse to refer the individual to an organ
transplant center or other related specialist for
the purpose of receipt of an organ transplant or
other related services; or

(4) refuse to place the individual on an organ
transplant waiting list.

(b) EXCEPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) MEDICALLY SIGNIFICANT DISABILITIES.—
Notwithstanding subsection (a), a covered entity
may take a qualified individual’s disability into
account when making a health care treatment
or coverage recommendation or decision, solely
to the extent that the disability has been found
by a physician, following an individualized
evaluation of the potential recipient, to be medi-
cally significant to the receipt of the organ
transplant or related services, as the case may
be.

(B) CONSTRUCTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall
not be construed to require a referral or rec-
ommendation for, or the performance of, a medi-
cally inappropriate organ transplant or medi-
cally inappropriate related services.

(2) CLARIFICATION.—If a qualified individual
has the necessary support network to provide a
reasonable assurance that the qualified indi-
vidual will be able to comply with health re-
quirements following an organ transplant or re-
ceipt of related services, as the case may be, the
qualified individual’s inability to independently
comply with those requirements may not be con-
strued to be medically significant for purposes of
paragraph (1).

(c) REASONABLE MODIFICATIONS.—A covered
entity shall make reasonable modifications to
policies or practices (including procedures) of
such entity if such modifications are necessary
to make an organ transplant or related services
available to qualified individuals with disabil-
ities, unless the entity can demonstrate that
making such modifications would fundamen-
tally alter the nature of such policies or prac-
tices.

(d) CLARIFICATIONS.—

(1) NO DENIAL OF SERVICES BECAUSE OF AB-
SENCE OF AUXILIARY AIDS AND SERVICES.—For
purposes of this section, a covered entity shall
take such steps as may be necessary to ensure
that a qualified individual with a disability is
not denied a procedure associated with the re-
ceipt of an organ transplant or related services,
because of the absence of auxiliary aids and
services, unless the covered entity can dem-
onstrate that taking such steps would fun-
damentally alter the nature of the procedure
being offered or would result in an undue bur-
den on the entity.

(2) COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAW.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed—

(A) to prevent a covered entity from providing
organ transplants or related services at a level
that is greater than the level that is required by
this section; or

(B) to limit the rights of an individual with a
disability under, or to replace or limit the scope
of obligations imposed by, the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.)
including the provisions added to such Act by
the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794),
section 1557 of the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18116), or any other
applicable law.

(e) ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any individual who alleges
that a qualified individual was subject to a vio-
lation of this section by a covered entity may
bring a claim regarding the allegation to the Of-
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fice for Civil Rights of the Department of Health
and Human Services, for expedited resolution,
as appropriate.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection is intended to limit or replace avail-
able remedies under the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) or any
other applicable law.

SEC. 5. APPLICATION TO EACH PART OF PROC-
ESS.

The provisions of this Act—

(1) that apply to an organ transplant, also
apply to the evaluation and listing of a quali-
fied individual, and to the organ transplant and
post-organ-transplant treatment of such an in-
dividual; and

(2) that apply to related services, also apply to
the process for receipt of related services by such
an individual.

SEC. 6. EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to su-
persede any provision of any State or local law
that provides greater rights to qualified individ-
uals with respect to organ transplants than the
rights established under this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2760, the Charlotte Woodward Organ
Transplant Discrimination Prevention
Act, led by Representative CAMMACK.

This bill prohibits covered entities
from determining that an individual is
ineligible to receive a transplant or de-
nying a transplant based solely on the
fact that the individual has a dis-
ability.

H.R. 2706 will clarify that organ
transplant discrimination on the basis
of disability is prohibited and require
the HHS Office of Civil Rights to re-
view these claims in an expedited man-
ner to ensure a timely resolution.

There have been too many instances
in which individuals with disabilities
have been denied a lifesaving organ
transplant, and this is unacceptable.

Congress has the opportunity to help
ensure individuals with disabilities are
treated fairly within the organ trans-
plant system.

No one should be denied access to an
organ transplant just because they
have a disability.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

0 1530

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2706, the Charlotte Woodward Organ
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Transplant Discrimination Prevention
Act.

Mr. Speaker, this bill prohibits eligi-
ble individuals from being denied a life-
saving organ transplant based solely on
their disability status. Existing Fed-
eral laws, including the Americans
with Disabilities Act, the Rehabilita-
tion Act, and the Affordable Care Act,
already prohibit organ transplant cen-
ters from discriminating based solely
on disability.

However, there are still cases where
people with disabilities have been de-
nied access to organ transplants. This
is often because of misperceptions
about how a disability impacts the
medical likelihood of transplant suc-
cess or unfounded assumptions regard-
ing disabled persons’ abilities to com-
ply with postoperative care.

This bill prohibits covered entities
from determining that an individual is
ineligible to receive a transplant based
solely on the fact that the individual
has a disability. It also acknowledges
the importance of support networks
and services and helping with post-
operative care.

Mr. Speaker, organ transplants can
save lives, and it is important that the
system be free from discrimination. I
am glad that we are taking this step to
clarify and build upon existing civil
rights protections for people with dis-
abilities. I thank our colleagues on the
Energy and Commerce Committee,
Mrs. CAMMACK and Representative DIN-
GELL, as well, for their bipartisan work
on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes” on H.R. 2706, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. CAMMACK).

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my colleague, Representative
BUCSHON, for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to stand
here today and debate H.R. 2706, the
Charlotte Woodward Organ Transplant
Discrimination Prevention Act. Of
course, I don’t think there is a whole
lot of debate that is going to happen
here today because I hope it will be
unanimous.

For Members who don’t know, this
bill is named after Charlotte Wood-
ward, an adult woman with Down syn-
drome who received a lifesaving heart
transplant over 12 years ago.

Sadly, as has been mentioned, not all
individuals with disabilities have that
same opportunity. That is why we are
here to consider this bill today, to en-
sure that all Americans, regardless of
the disability they may have, have the
same opportunity to receive a life-
saving organ transplant.

When I first learned of this issue, I
could not believe that this practice was
happening here in our country. How-
ever, after learning more about the
issue and hearing stories from advo-
cates, including Charlotte herself, they
were advocating for change. I was
shocked and horrified to learn that
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there were no protections for these in-
dividuals.

According to a 2019 report from the
National Council on Disability, which
is the agency that advises the legisla-
tive and executive branch on disability
policy issues, people with disabilities
have been routinely denied due to sub-
jective judgments about the value of a
human who happens to have a dis-
ability, subjective assumptions about
their quality of life, and misconcep-
tions about their ability to comply
with postoperative care.

Even more, that same report found
that some organ transplant programs
have policies that exclude, rather than
include, people with disabilities as can-
didates for transplant.

In 2021, as a freshman Member of
Congress, I met Bobbi and Josh
Sarmiento. They are from Ocala, Flor-
ida, in my district. These constituents
reached out and wanted to share the
story of their son, baby Zion. I spent
time learning about their journey and
couldn’t help being moved to action as
I left them that day.

I couldn’t possibly do justice in re-
counting their story. Instead, I will
read an excerpt from baby Zion’s mom,
Bobbi, in her own words, their story
and experience with the organ trans-
plant system that she provided to a
congressional panel just last year.

In Bobbi’s words, she said:

We learned at 10 weeks gestation that our
son, Zion, had Down syndrome, and at his 20-
week anatomy scan, he had a heart defect
called a complete AVSD, or also called a
complete AV canal defect. Simply put, we
have four chambers in our heart. Zion had a
large hole in the center separating those
chambers from forming. This is a common
heart defect those with Down syndrome
have.

Our beautiful boy was born on June 15,
2021. We spent 40 days in the NICU before
being discharged to go home. We have some
of the best memories of our time at home be-
fore his open-heart surgery was scheduled for
September of 2021. We did all the research
and asked all the questions. We never knew
we would end up being the worst-case sce-
nario.

To make a long story short, Zion had 5
open-heart surgeries in a matter of 12 days.
He was such a warrior through each one.
After the fifth surgery didn’t work as
planned, we were told that he would need a
heart transplant. The hospital we were at did
not do transplants, so we were left with
three options in Florida. To qualify, we were
told his other organs had to be working,
which they were, and we have the autopsy to
prove this.

Our first option told us that they had
never done a successful heart transplant on
someone with Down syndrome. I asked how
many they had tried. No response. Through
my own research and digging that moms do
to get answers, I have since learned that the
answer was zero. Our second option said that
they didn’t feel their team could do a suc-
cessful heart transplant for Zion, and the
third option kept us waiting.

Finally, they came back and said that, be-
cause baby Zion was on ECMO life support
three times through the five surgeries, he
couldn’t have brain activity. I would like to
note that Zion came off ECMO after the sec-
ond and fifth surgery, which we knew up-
front was vital to being accepted for the
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heart transplant list. They wanted a brain
activity test run and sent to them for their
final decision. We were told before it was
sent that the test was perfect.

With nothing to disqualify him, we
thought that we would be on our way to the
next step. They came back and told us that
after much deliberation, they concluded that
they just couldn’t waste a heart.

Wow, that is hard to read.

Our son was worth the same chance at life
as anyone else. With no options left, we had
to make the decision to remove the ma-
chines. On October 8, 2021, our son left our
arms and ran into the arms of Jesus.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Florida.

Mrs. CAMMACK. Baby Zion deserved
the same chance at life as any other
American, but he was denied a heart
transplant by the same doctors because
he had Down syndrome, and they
‘“‘couldn’t waste a heart.”

The tragic story of baby Zion and the
courage of his parents, Josh and Bobbi,
along with the drive of so many incred-
ible advocates, have led us today to
H.R. 2706, the Charlotte Woodward
Organ Transplant Discrimination Pre-
vention Act, which would prohibit
healthcare providers and other entities
from denying or restricting an individ-
ual’s access to organ transplants solely
based on an individual’s disability.

The bill would require expedited re-
view of discrimination claims at the
Office for Civil Rights at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.
No family should have to wait or be de-
nied.

I thank Charlotte Woodward, Bobbi
and Josh, and all of the advocates who
have worked so hard to get this bill
where it is today. We would not be here
without your tireless work to educate
and advocate on behalf of individuals
with disabilities across the country.

I also want to thank my colleague,
DEBBIE DINGELL, for her partnership
and work on this bill. It was truly an
honor to work with the gentlewoman
on important issues like this.

I also acknowledge my Senate coun-
terpart, Senator RUBIO, for cham-
pioning this issue in the Senate.

Lastly, I thank Chair CATHY MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS for her work and support
on this issue. Her leadership in Energy
and Commerce on this issue and the
multitude of important issues that we
deal with in the committee cannot be
overstated. Not only is the gentle-
woman a trailblazer and an ability ad-
vocate, but a force of nature.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I am prepared
to close. I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I think Mrs. CAMMACK explained
very well why we need to pass this bill,
and I would ask all of my colleagues to
support it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BuUcsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2706, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GIVE KIDS A CHANCE ACT OF 2024

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3433) to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to
molecularly targeted pediatric cancer
investigations, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3433

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ““Give Kids a Chance Act of 2024"".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I—GIVE KIDS A CHANCE

101. Research into pediatric uses of
drugs; additional authorities of
Food and Drug Administration
regarding molecularly targeted
cancer drugs.

Ensuring completion of pediatric
study requirements.

103. FDA report on PREA enforcement.

104. Extension of authority to issue pri-
ority review vouchers to en-
courage treatments for rare pe-
diatric diseases.

Limitations on exclusive approval
or licensure of orphan drugs.
Program for pediatric studies of

drugs.
TITLE II—UNITED STATES-ABRAHAM

ACCORDS COOPERATION AND SECURITY

Sec. 201. Establishment of Abraham Accords
Office within Food and Drug
Administration.

TITLE III-ORGAN PROCUREMENT AND
TRANSPLANTATION NETWORK

Sec. 301. Registration fees.
TITLE I—GIVE KIDS A CHANCE

SEC. 101. RESEARCH INTO PEDIATRIC USES OF
DRUGS; ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES
OF FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRA-
TION REGARDING MOLECULARLY
TARGETED CANCER DRUGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) ADDITIONAL ACTIVE INGREDIENT FOR AP-
PLICATION DRUG; LIMITATION REGARDING
NOVEL-COMBINATION APPLICATION DRUG.—Sec-
tion 505B(a)(3) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355c(a)(3)) is
amended—

(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and
(C) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respec-
tively; and

(B) by striking subparagraph (A) and in-
serting the following:

Sec.

Sec. 102.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.
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‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1)(B), the investigation described in
this paragraph is (as determined by the Sec-
retary) a molecularly targeted pediatric can-
cer investigation of—

‘(i) the drug or biological product for
which the application referred to in such
paragraph is submitted; or

‘(ii) such drug or biological product in
combination with—

““(I) an active ingredient of a drug or bio-
logical product—

‘“‘(aa) for which an approved application
under section 505(j) under this Act or under
section 351(k) of the Public Health Service
Act is in effect; and

““(bb) that is determined by the Secretary
to be the standard of care for treating a pedi-
atric cancer; or

‘“(IT) an active ingredient of a drug or bio-
logical product—

‘“(aa) for which an approved application
under section 505(b) of this Act or section
3561(a) of the Public Health Service Act to
treat an adult cancer is in effect and is held
by the same person submitting the applica-
tion under paragraph (1)(B); and

‘“‘(bb) that is directed at a molecular target
that the Secretary determines to be substan-
tially relevant to the growth or progression
of a pediatric cancer.

‘(B) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(i) DESIGN OF INVESTIGATION.—A molecu-
larly targeted pediatric cancer investigation
referred to in subparagraph (A) shall be de-
signed to yield clinically meaningful pedi-
atric study data that is gathered using ap-
propriate formulations for each age group for
which the study is required, regarding dos-
ing, safety, and preliminary efficacy to in-
form potential pediatric labeling.

‘(ii) LIMITATION.—An investigation de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) may be re-
quired only if the drug or biological product
for which the application referred to in para-
graph (1)(B) contains either—

‘(1) a single new active ingredient; or

“(IT) more than one active ingredient, if an
application for the combination of active in-
gredients has not previously been approved
but each active ingredient has been pre-
viously approved to treat an adult cancer.

¢(iii) RESULTS OF ALREADY-COMPLETED PRE-
CLINICAL STUDIES OF APPLICATION DRUG.—The
Secretary may require that reports on an in-
vestigation required pursuant to paragraph
(1)(B) include the results of all preclinical
studies on which the decision to conduct
such investigation was based.

‘‘(iv) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING IN-
ACTIVE INGREDIENTS.—With respect to a com-
bination of active ingredients referred to in
subparagraph (A)(ii), such subparagraph
shall not be construed as addressing the use
of inactive ingredients with such combina-
tion.”.

(2) DETERMINATION OF APPLICABLE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Section 505B(e)(1) of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
3b65c(e)(1)) is amended by adding at the end
the following: ‘““The Secretary shall deter-
mine whether subparagraph (A) or (B) of sub-
section (a)(1) shall apply with respect to an
application before the date on which the ap-
plicant is required to submit the initial pedi-
atric study plan under paragraph (2)(A).”.

(3) CLARIFYING APPLICABILITY.—Section
506B(a)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355c(a)(1)) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—No applica-
tion that is subject to the requirements of
subparagraph (B) shall be subject to the re-
quirements of subparagraph (A), and no ap-
plication (or supplement to an application)
that is subject to the requirements of sub-
paragraph (A) shall be subject to the require-
ments of subparagraph (B).”.
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(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
5056B(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 355c(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (3)(C), as redesignated by
paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection, by strik-
ing ‘‘investigations described in this para-
graph” and inserting ‘‘investigations re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A)’’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)(D), as redesignated by
paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection, by strik-
ing ‘‘the assessments under paragraph
(2)(B)” and inserting ‘‘the assessments re-
quired under paragraph (1)(A)”.

(b) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services, acting through the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, shall—

(1) not later than 12 months after the date
of enactment of this Act, issue draft guid-
ance on the implementation of the amend-
ments made by subsection (a); and

(2) not later than 12 months after closing
the comment period on such draft guidance,
finalize such guidance.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by this section apply with respect to any ap-
plication under section 505(b) of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
355(b)) and any application under section
351(a) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 262(a)), that is submitted on or after
the date that is 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(d) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(1) SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERV-
ICES.—Not later than 2 years after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall submit to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate a report on the Sec-
retary’s efforts, in coordination with indus-
try, to ensure implementation of the amend-
ments made by subsection (a).

(2) GAO STUDY AND REPORT.—

(A) STUDY.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
conduct a study of the effectiveness of re-
quiring assessments and investigations de-
scribed in section 505B of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.355c), as
amended by subsection (a), in the develop-
ment of drugs and biological products for pe-
diatric cancer indications.

(B) FINDINGS.—Not later than 7 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate a report containing the findings
of the study conducted under subparagraph
(A).

SEC. 102. ENSURING COMPLETION OF PEDIATRIC
STUDY REQUIREMENTS.

(a) EQUAL ACCOUNTABILITY FOR PEDIATRIC
STUDY REQUIREMENTS.—Section 505B(d) of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 355c(d)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“Beginning
270 and inserting ‘‘NONCOMPLIANCE LET-
TER.—Beginning 270"’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘“The drug or’’ and insert-
ing ‘“EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—The drug
or’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘(except that the drug or
biological product shall not be subject to ac-
tion under section 303)”’ and inserting ‘‘(ex-
cept that the drug or biological product shall
be subject to action under section 303 only if
such person demonstrated a lack of due dili-
gence in satisfying the applicable require-
ment)’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
issue enforcement actions under section 303
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for failures under this subsection in the case

of a drug or biological product that is no

longer marketed.”.

(b) DUE DILIGENCE.—Section 505B(d) of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 3556¢c(d)), as amended by subsection (a),
is further amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘“(4) DUE DILIGENCE.—Before the Secretary
may conclude that a person failed to submit
or otherwise meet a requirement as de-
scribed in the matter preceding paragraph
(1), the Secretary shall—

‘“(A) issue a noncompliance letter pursuant
to paragraph (1);

‘(B) provide such person with a 45-day pe-
riod beginning on the date of receipt of such
noncompliance letter to respond in writing
as set forth in such paragraph; and

‘(C) after reviewing such written response,
determine whether the person demonstrated
a lack of due diligence in satisfying such re-
quirement.”’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
303(f)(4)(A) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 333(H(4d(A)) is
amended by striking ‘‘or 505-1"’ and inserting
¢605-1, or 5056B”’.

(d) TRANSITION RULE.—The Secretary of
Health and Human Services may take en-
forcement action under section 303 of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 333) only for failures described in sec-
tion 505B(d) of such Act (21 U.S.C. 3556c(d))
that occur on or after the date that is 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act.
SEC. 103. FDA REPORT ON PREA ENFORCEMENT.

Section 508(b) of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration Safety and Innovation Act (21
U.S.C. 355¢c-1(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (11), by striking the semi-
colon at the end and inserting ‘‘, including
an evaluation of compliance with deadlines
provided for in deferrals and deferral exten-
sions;”’;

(2) in paragraph (15), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(3) in paragraph (16), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(17) a listing of penalties, settlements, or
payments under section 303 of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353)
for failure to comply with requirements
under such section 505B, including, for each
penalty, settlement, or payment, the name
of the drug, the sponsor thereof, and the
amount of the penalty, settlement, or pay-
ment imposed; and”’.

SEC. 104. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO ISSUE
PRIORITY REVIEW VOUCHERS TO
ENCOURAGE TREATMENTS FOR
RARE PEDIATRIC DISEASES.

(a) EXTENSION.—Paragraph (5) of section
529(b) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff(b)) is amended by
striking ‘‘September 30, 2024, unless’ and all
that follows through the period at the end
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2029.”".

(b) GAO REPORT ON EFFECTIVENESS OF
RARE PEDIATRIC DISEASE PRIORITY VOUCHER
AWARDS IN INCENTIVIZING RARE PEDIATRIC
DISEASE DRUG DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) GAO STUDY.—

(A) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct a study of
the effectiveness of awarding rare pediatric
disease priority vouchers under section 529 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 360ff), as amended by subsection
(a), in the development of human drug prod-
ucts that treat or prevent rare pediatric dis-
eases (as defined in such section 529).

(B) CONTENTS OF STUDY.—In conducting the
study under subparagraph (A), the Comp-
troller General shall examine the following:

(i) The indications for each drug or biologi-
cal product that—
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(I) is the subject of a rare pediatric disease
product application (as defined in section 529
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 360ff)) for which a priority review
voucher was awarded; and

(II) was approved under section 505 of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (42
U.S.C. 355) or licensed under section 351 of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262).

(ii) Whether, and to what extent, an unmet
need related to the treatment or prevention
of a rare pediatric disease was met through
the approval or licensure of such a drug or
biological product.

(iii) The size of the company to which a
priority review voucher was awarded under
section 529 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff) for such a drug
or biological product.

(iv) The value of such priority review
voucher if transferred.

(v) Identification of each drug for which a
priority review voucher awarded under such
section 529 was used.

(vi) The size of the company using each
priority review voucher awarded under such
section 529.

(vii) The length of the period of time be-
tween the date on which a priority review
voucher was awarded under such section 529
and the date on which it was used.

(viii) Whether, and to what extent, an
unmet need related to the treatment or pre-
vention of a rare pediatric disease was met
through the approval under section 505 of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (42
U.S.C. 355) or licensure under section 351 of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262)
of a drug for which a priority review voucher
was used.

(ix) Whether, and to what extent, compa-
nies were motivated by the availability of
priority review vouchers under section 529 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 360ff) to attempt to develop a drug
for a rare pediatric disease.

(x) Whether, and to what extent, pediatric
review vouchers awarded under such section
were successful in stimulating development
and expedited patient access to drug prod-
ucts for treatment or prevention of a rare pe-
diatric disease that wouldn’t otherwise take
place without the incentive provided by such
vouchers.

(xi) The impact of such priority review
vouchers on the workload, review process,
and public health prioritization efforts of the
Food and Drug Administration.

(xii) Any other incentives in Federal law
that exist for companies developing drugs or
biological products described in clause (i).

(2) REPORT ON FINDINGS.—Not later than 5
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Sen-
ate a report containing the findings of the
study conducted under paragraph (1).

SEC. 105. LIMITATIONS ON EXCLUSIVE APPROVAL
OR LICENSURE OF ORPHAN DRUGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 527 of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
360cc) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter fol-
lowing paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘same dis-
ease or condition’” and inserting ‘‘same ap-
proved use or indication within such rare
disease or condition”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘same rare disease or condition”
and inserting ‘‘same approved use or indica-
tion for which such T-year period applies to
such already approved or licensed drug’’; and
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(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting °‘, relat-
ing to the approved use or indication,” after
‘‘the needs’’;

(3) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘same
rare disease or condition as the already ap-
proved drug’ and inserting ‘‘same use or in-
dication for which the already approved or
licensed drug was approved or licensed’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(f) APPROVED USE OR INDICATION DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘approved
use or indication’ means the use or indica-
tion approved under section 505 of this Act or
licensed under section 351 of the Public
Health Service Act for a drug designated
under section 526 for a rare disease or condi-
tion.”.

(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—The
amendments made by subsection (a) shall
apply with respect to any drug designated
under section 526 of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360bb), regard-
less of the date on which the drug was so des-
ignated, and regardless of the date on which
the drug was approved under section 505 of
such Act (21 U.S.C. 355) or licensed under sec-
tion 351 of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 262).

SEC. 106. PROGRAM FOR PEDIATRIC STUDIES OF
DRUGS.

Section 409I(d) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 284m(d)) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(d) FUNDING.—Of the amount made avail-
able for pediatric research to each national
research institute and national center under
this title for each of fiscal years 2025, 2026,
and 2027, the Director of NIH is authorized to
make available up to one percent of such
amount for pediatric research under this sec-
tion.”.

TITLE II—UNITED STATES-ABRAHAM
ACCORDS COOPERATION AND SECURITY
SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT OF ABRAHAM AC-
CORDS OFFICE WITHIN FOOD AND

DRUG ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter X of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 391
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“SEC. 1015. ABRAHAM ACCORDS OFFICE.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, shall establish within the Food and
Drug Administration an office, to be known
as the Abraham Accords Office, to be headed
by a director.

‘“(b) OrFICE.—Not later than two years
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary shall—

‘(1) in consultation with the governments
of Abraham Accords countries, as well as ap-
propriate United States Government diplo-
matic and security personnel—

‘““(A) select the location of the Abraham
Accords Office in an Abraham Accords coun-
try; and

‘(B) establish such office; and

‘(2) assign to such office such personnel of
the Food and Drug Administration as the
Secretary determines necessary to carry out
the functions of such office.

‘““(c) DUTIES.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Abraham Ac-
cords Office, shall—

‘(1) after the Abraham Accords Office is
established—

‘“(A) as part of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s work to strengthen the inter-
national oversight of regulated commodities,
provide technical assistance to regulatory
partners in Abraham Accords countries on
strengthening regulatory oversight and con-
verging regulatory requirements for the
oversight of regulated products, including
good manufacturing practices and other
issues relevant to manufacturing medical
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products that are regulated by the Food and
Drug Administration;

‘“(B) facilitate interactions between the
Food and Drug Administration and inter-
ested parties in Abraham Accords countries,
including by sharing relevant information
regarding United States regulatory path-
ways with such parties; and

“(C) facilitate feedback between the Food
and Drug Administration and such parties
located within Abraham Accords countries
prior to submission of an application under
section 505(b), 505(j), or 515 of this Act or sec-
tion 351(a) or 351(k) of the Public Health
Service Act, or a notification under section
510(k) of this Act, such as feedback on re-
search, development, and manufacturing of
drugs, biologics, and medical devices; and

‘(2) carry out other functions and activi-
ties as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary to carry out this section.

“(d) ABRAHAM ACCORDS COUNTRY DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘Abraham
Accords country’ means a country identified
by the Department of State as having signed
the Abraham Accords Declaration.”.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall submit to the Congress a report on the
Abraham Accords Office, including—

(A) an evaluation of how the Office has ad-
vanced progress toward conformance with
Food and Drug Administration regulatory
requirements by manufacturers in the Abra-
ham Accords countries;

(B) a numerical count of parties that the
Office has helped facilitate interactions or
feedback pursuant to subparagraphs (B) and
(C) of section 1015(c)(1) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (as added by sub-
section (a));

(C) a summary of technical assistance pro-
vided to regulatory partners in Abraham Ac-
cords countries pursuant to subparagraph
(A) of such section 1015(c)(1); and

(D) recommendations for increasing and
improving coordination between the Food
and Drug Administration and entities in
Abraham Accords countries.

(2) ABRAHAM ACCORDS COUNTRY DEFINED.—
In this subsection, the term ‘‘Abraham Ac-
cords country” has the meaning given such
term in section 1015(d) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (as added by sub-
section (a)).

TITLE III—ORGAN PROCUREMENT AND

TRANSPLANTATION NETWORK
SEC. 301. REGISTRATION FEES.

Section 372 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 274) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘‘(d) REGISTRATION FEES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may col-
lect registration fees from any member of
the Organ Procurement and Transplantation
Network for each transplant candidate such
member places on the list described in sub-
section (b)(2)(A)(i). Such registration fees
shall only be collected and distributed to
support the operation of the Organ Procure-
ment and Transplantation Network. Such
registration fees are authorized to remain
available until expended.

‘“(2) COLLECTION.—The Secretary may col-
lect the registration fees under paragraph (1)
directly or through awards made under sub-
section (b)(1)(A).

‘“(3) DISTRIBUTION.—ANy amounts collected
under this subsection shall—

““(A) be credited to the currently applica-
ble appropriation, account, or fund of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services as
discretionary offsetting collections; and

‘(B) be available, only to the extent and in
the amounts provided in advance in appro-
priations Acts, to distribute such fees among
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the awardees
(M)D)(A).

‘‘(4) TRANSPARENCY.—The Secretary shall—

“‘(A) promptly post on the Internet website
of the Organ Procurement and Transplant
Network—

‘(i) the amount of registration fees col-
lected under this subsection from each mem-
ber of the Organ Procurement and Trans-
plantation Network; and

‘“(ii) a list of activities such fees are used
to support; and

‘(B) update the information posted pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A), as applicable for
each calendar quarter for which fees are col-
lected under paragraph (1).

‘(6) GAO REVIEW.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall, to the extent data are
available—

““(A) conduct a review concerning the ac-
tivities under this subsection; and

‘(B) submit to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions and the
Committee on Finance of the Senate and the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives, a report on such
review, including related recommendations,
as applicable.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3433, the Give Kids a Chance Act of
2024, and thank Representatives
McCAUL, EsSHOO, and BILIRAKIS for their
hard work on this important piece of
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I am excited that we
have reached broad bipartisan agree-
ment on this comprehensive bill, which
will provide hope to approximately 30
million Americans affected by rare dis-
eases.

Currently, only about 500 of these
diseases have FDA-approved treat-
ments. This legislation will foster the
development of more pediatric rare dis-
ease treatments by strengthening the
orphan drug pathway, ensuring drugs
are studied for children battling can-
cer, and reauthorizing the rare pedi-
atric disease priority review voucher
program, which is set to expire on Sep-
tember 30.

The PRV program has been a lifeline
for patients who require specialized
treatments that would not be devel-
oped without the incentive this pro-
gram provides.

I am also supportive of the other pro-
visions in this bill, which would in-
crease organ transplant rates by

described in subsection
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strengthening OPTN operations and re-
quire the FDA to establish an office in
a country that has signed the Abraham
Accords.

I am grateful to Representatives
HARSHBARGER and VARGAS for their
leadership on this effort to facilitate
operations between the FDA and regu-
latory authorities and innovators in
Abraham Accords countries.

There has been a lot of discussion
about moving supply chains for med-
ical products back to the U.S. and our
allies, and this office is a good step to
help do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3433, the Give Kids a Chance
Act, sponsored by Representatives
McCAUL and ESHOO.

This bill includes several strong bi-
partisan pieces of legislation, and I am
pleased that our Republican colleagues
agreed to work with us on advancing
important policies.

This legislation will help expand ac-
cess to care for patients with rare dis-
eases and complex medical needs, in-
crease research and development into
rare pediatric diseases, and improve
regulatory certainty.

This bill will help in our efforts to
bring new treatments to pediatric pa-
tients with more advanced forms of
cancer. It also includes important sec-
tions of H.R. 6664, Representative
EsSHOO’s bill, the Innovation in Pedi-
atric Drugs Act. Specifically, it gives
the Food and Drug Administration new
enforcement authority to take action
against companies that do not conduct
required studies in pediatric patients.

The bill also includes critical lan-
guage introduced by Representative
MATSUI as part of H.R. 7383, the Retain-
ing Access and Restoring Exclusivity
Act, or RARE Act, and this will clarify
FDA’s long-held treatment of orphan
drug exclusivity and bring new treat-
ments to more patients suffering from
rare diseases. These provisions all ad-
vance our goals of accelerating the de-
velopment of novel, safe, and effective
treatments and improving outcomes
for patients.

These bills are going to make a dif-
ference, but I remain disappointed that
my Republican colleagues have been
unwilling to consider necessary
changes to require drug manufacturers
to study their approved rare disease
drugs in pediatric populations.

0 1545

It is disappointing that my Repub-
lican colleagues refuse to hold drug
manufacturers’ feet to the fire and
have decided to move forward with a
long-term reauthorization of the pri-
ority review voucher program, or PRV,
without requiring manufacturers to
study rare disease drugs in pediatric
patients.

I have been consistent in my belief
that we need reforms to the PRV pro-
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gram. Unfortunately, we still have not
seen the compelling evidence that this
program is functioning how Congress
intended it to. That is why I am
pleased that the bill includes a require-
ment for the Government Account-
ability Office to conduct a new study
and report on the effectiveness of the
program in attaining our original in-
tent. Previous reports from GAO on the
program, and continued research from
academics, show that there is little
evidence that it incentivized the prod-
ucts Congress intended to help come to
market.

I continue to believe that additional
guardrails are needed to better target
the intent of the program, but despite
these concerns, I am pleased that this
bill includes important provisions to
ensure that our medical product supply
chain can be strengthened by working
with international partners that be-
lieve in both tolerance and respect for
every person as well as advancement of
science and medicine. I look forward to
working with our Republican col-
leagues to ensure FDA receives the
funding necessary to implement this
policy and establish an FDA office in
Israel.

I am also pleased that this legisla-
tion provides the Health Resources and
Services Administration the authority
to modernize the organ transplant sys-
tem. This system is lifesaving for many
Americans, and I am glad that we can
continue to support these much-needed
reform efforts.

I believe that we could have achieved
more for patients in this legislation.
However, since there are strong bipar-
tisan policies included here, I encour-
age all of my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on this important bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. McCAUL).

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Indiana for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, as a founder of the
Childhood Cancer Caucus 15 years ago,
I have met countless cancer patients
and advocates who have asked me for
one thing: to give the kids a chance.
They want a chance to receive better
and safer treatments that preserve
their quality of life, a chance to beat
childhood cancer, and a chance to
eradicate this disease once and for all.

The Give Kids a Chance Act does just
that.

The bill is simple. It directs drug
companies researching combination
drug therapies for adults to also re-
search them for children, where appro-
priate. This will allow us to treat chil-
dren the same as we treat adults.

With 235 cosponsors, this legislation
is one of the most bipartisan bills in
Congress because there is nothing par-
tisan or political about a child with
cancer.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. BILIRAKIS
from Florida and Ms. ANNA ESHOO from
California, my partner in this. I also
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thank Chair CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS
and Ranking Member FRANK PALLONE
for all of their help in making this
come together.

Included in this legislation is another
one of my bills, the Creating Hope Re-
authorization Act. We first passed this
legislation in 2012 to create the pedi-
atric priority review voucher program
within the FDA because we found that
there was no market incentive for
pharmaceutical companies to develop
cancer treatments for children. This
program provides the incentives.

Since its inception in 2012, 53 vouch-
ers have been awarded for treatments
of 39 different rare pediatric diseases,
36 of which previously had no FDA-ap-
proved treatments. These diseases typi-
cally led to death before a child can
reach adulthood, but not anymore.

A dear friend of mine, Dr. Allison
from MD Anderson in my home State
of Texas, was able to use the voucher
program to obtain FDA approval for a
treatment called CAR-T
immunotherapy. Immunotherapy is a
breakthrough cancer treatment not
just for children but for all adults. He
received the Nobel Prize in medicine
for it.

This bill would reauthorize that suc-
cessful program for another 5 years.

We just had our 15-year summit, and
these children, I have to say to the
ranking member and to the chair, who
I hope is listening, how much joy this
gave to their lives. These children who
have either survived cancer or are
going through cancer, some can make
it, some may not, but this gives them
hope.

I founded the caucus to give them a
voice in the Congress because they
didn’t have one. They didn’t have high-
powered lobbyists, but they have us.
This is the result of their voices.

We wouldn’t be standing here today
considering this legislation without
the help of patient advocates, including
my dear childhood cancer friends,
Sadie Keller, Sophie Ryan, Brianna
Commerford, and Ailani Myers, and so
many other brave children who have
joined me in advocating tirelessly on
this important issue.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, these kids
are tougher than any adults I know,
and they are my biggest inspiration in
life.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that my col-
leagues have come together in a bipar-
tisan spirit to do what is right for our
children, which will influence them for
decades to come.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. BILIRAKIS).

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Dr. BUCSHON, a great friend of
mine who does an outstanding job on
our committee, for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 3433, the Give Kids a Chance
Act, by Representative MCCAUL. His
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legislation strengthens pathways for
treatments and cures for children
across the Nation.

The Give Kids a Chance Act would re-
quire that new studies of pediatric can-
cer trials focus on combination thera-
pies rather than solely single-use
drugs. This bill requires these path-
ways for children with cancer in cases
where both the drugs are FDA approved
and owned by the same company.

These combination products may
help unlock new treatment options for
pediatric cancers and help extend the
lives of children battling a rare cancer.

I am proud to cosponsor this legisla-
tion. Furthermore, I am particularly
glad to see that this comprehensive
package contains provisions of two
bills I co-lead, the Creating Hope Reau-
thorization Act and the RARE Act.
These bills will support innovation for
pediatric rare disease treatments and
cures.

The Creating Hope Reauthorization
Act will extend the FDA’s rare pedi-
atric priority review voucher program
for another 5 years, through fiscal year
2029. This voucher serves as a critical
and necessary incentive for innovators
to invest in research and development
of pediatric rare diseases.

Due to their extremely small patient
populations, these diseases too often go
unnoticed, unfortunately. However, the
voucher program allows innovative
rare disease companies to receive FDA
priority review if they get an approval
for a pediatric rare disease. These
vouchers can then be used to expedite
consideration of new treatments in the
pipeline, or transferred or sold to an-
other company to recoup investment
losses.

This successful FDA incentive does
not cost any taxpayer dollars and must
be extended to continue the pipeline of
treatments for children with rare dis-
eases.

I was proud to lead the effort in the
Energy and Commerce Committee with
my good friend and colleague, ANNA
ESHO00. We are going to miss her. She is
retiring, but hopefully, she will be
around to give us some advice in the
future.

Again, we have bipartisan agreement
on this. It is so very important for our
children.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting H.R. 3433 off the
floor today.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER).

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in strong support of H.R.
3433, the Give Kids a Chance Act, which
is bipartisan legislation to help speed
up the process for getting treatments
to children with cancer and other rare
diseases.

I am pleased that this bill also in-
cludes a modified version of bipartisan
legislation I have been leading with
Democratic Representative JUAN
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VARGAS: the United States-Abraham
Accords Cooperation and Security Act.

This section of H.R. 3433 will estab-
lish a U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion office in the Abraham Accords re-
gion, creating a staging ground for
technical assistance and friend-shoring
collaboration between the TU.S. and
Abraham Accords countries, for devel-
opment of and bringing to our markets
lifesaving drugs.

I thank House Committee on Energy
and Commerce Chair RODGERS and
Ranking Member PALLONE for working
with me to advance this important ini-
tiative. Chair RODGERS has been a
strong ally in developing this.

Our continued dependence on adver-
sarial countries like China for pharma-
ceutical products endangers our med-
ical supply chains and jeopardizes our
national security. More than 80 percent
of the active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents for drugs sold in the U.S. are im-
ported from foreign countries, pri-
marily China and India.

As our country works toward secur-
ing critical healthcare supply chains
from reliance on adversarial countries
like China, the strategy of friend-shor-
ing or near-shoring has emerged as
part of the solution for industries
where domestic production is not yet
fully available.

Leveraging the Abraham Accords
countries’ robust biopharmaceutical
industries to help diversify and protect
our access to crucial medical supply
chains that don’t rely on China is a
commonsense step to work with our
natural allies in our quest to safeguard
our access to vital medical products.

We need to begin this process of for-
tifying our medical supply chains as
soon as possible because we have a big
hill to climb. With adoption of H.R.
3433 and establishment of an FDA tech-
nical assistance office in the Abraham
Accords region, we begin climbing that
hill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, obvi-
ously, this bill does a lot to help child-
hood disorders. It is a very important
bill, and I urge that it be passed on a
bipartisan basis.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, today, the House
will vote on my legislation, H.R. 3433, the
Give Kids a Chance Act.

My thanks to Reps. MICHAEL McCAUL (R—
TX) and Gus BILIRAKIS (R-FL), the chair-
woman of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS (R-WA)
and Ranking Member FRANK PALLONE (D—NJ)
for their very hard work on this important ef-
fort.

H.R. 3433 is the most comprehensive legis-
lation to improve and address childhood can-
cer and rare disease in over a decade.

As medicines become more sophisticated
and we improve our understanding of the
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deadliest diseases facing children in our coun-
try, our laws must keep up.

This legislation will ensure children have ac-
cess to the most innovative treatments and
therapies for cancer and rare disease, and it
does that by doing the following.

It reauthorizes the FDA’s pediatric priority
voucher program for five years. The program
expires September 23, 2024 and we cannot
let critical tools to encourage the development
of drugs for children to lapse.

It directs companies to conduct pediatric
trials with combinations of drugs. More than
40 combination therapies are approved for
adults, but only 2 are approved for children.
This legislation fixes that inequity. Every mem-
ber of the Energy and Commerce Committee
and 392 Members of the House voted for this
provision as part of the user fees package last
Congress.

It brings the FDA’s enforcement capabilities
for children on par with that of adults, giving
the FDA new options to ensure pediatric stud-
ies are completed on time. Today, the FDA
can only remove a drug from the market if pe-
diatric studies are not completed. This bill
gives the FDA more flexibility to ensure com-
panies follow the law.

The bill dedicates existing funds for pediatric
research through the NIH's Best Pharma-
ceuticals for Children Act Program over the
next three years, the program’s first funding
update since it was authorized in 2002. Zero
new funding will be used.

This bill was advanced by the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee unanimously
last week.

Children are not little adults. They deserve
effective medicines, just as adults do. The
Give Kids a Chance Act will get children what
they deserve and save lives.

| urge my colleagues to vote for this critical
legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BucsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3433, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

SENIORS’ ACCESS TO CRITICAL
MEDICATIONS ACT OF 2024

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5526) to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to clarify the ap-
plication of the in-office ancillary serv-
ices exception to the physician self-re-
ferral prohibition for drugs furnished
under the Medicare program, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5526

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Seniors’ Ac-

cess to Critical Medications Act of 2024,
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SEC. 2. CLARIFYING THE APPLICATION OF THE
IN-OFFICE ANCILLARY SERVICES EX-
CEPTION TO THE PHYSICIAN SELF-
REFERRAL PROHIBITION FOR COV-
ERED OUTPATIENT DRUGS FUR-
NISHED UNDER THE MEDICARE
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1877(b)(2) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395nn(b)(2)) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence: ‘“‘With respect to services de-
scribed in subsection (h)(6)(J) consisting of
covered part D drugs (as defined in section
1860D—2(e)) furnished to an individual during
the period beginning on January 1, 2025, and
ending on December 31, 2029, such drugs shall
be treated as having been furnished in ac-
cordance with subparagraph (A)@ii) if such
drugs are picked up in a building described in
subclause (I) or (II) of such subparagraph by
such individual, or a family member or care-
giver on behalf of such individual, or deliv-
ered to such individual by a mail, delivery,
or courier service, but only if, during the 1-
yvear period ending on the date such drugs
were so furnished, such individual had a face-
to-face encounter with the prescriber of such
drugs (not including any such encounter con-
ducted via telehealth), and only if such pre-
scriber (or another physician or practitioner
(as described in section 1842(b)(18)(C)) in the
same practice as such prescriber (as deter-
mined by tax identification number)) fur-
nished to such individual, during such 1-year
period, another item or service for which
payment was made under this title, and only
if such individual has an ongoing relation-
ship with such prescriber.”.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall submit to Congress a report that con-
tains—

(1) the number of individuals who were fur-
nished drugs in a manner that would con-
stitute a violation of section 1877 of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395nn) but for
the amendment made by subsection (a);

(2) an analysis of the change in expendi-
tures under title XVIII of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1395 et seq.) attributable to such amendment;

(3) a description of which drugs were fur-
nished in a manner described in paragraph
(1); and

(4) such amendment’s impact on prices for
such drugs.

SEC. 3. MEDICARE COVERAGE OF EXTERNAL IN-
FUSION PUMPS AND NON-SELF-AD-
MINISTRABLE HOME INFUSION
DRUGS.

Section 1861(n) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395x(n)) is amended by adding at
the end the following new sentence: ‘‘Begin-
ning with the first calendar quarter begin-
ning on or after the date that is one year
after the date of the enactment of the ‘Sen-
iors’ Access to Critical Medications Act of
2024’, an external infusion pump and associ-
ated home infusion drug (as defined in sub-
section (iii)(3)(C)) or other associated sup-
plies that do not meet the appropriate for
use in the home requirement applied to the
definition of durable medical equipment
under section 414.202 of title 42, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or any successor to such
regulation) shall be treated as meeting such
requirement if each of the following criteria
is satisfied:

‘(1) The prescribing information approved
by the Food and Drug Administration for the
home infusion drug associated with the
pump instructs that the drug should be ad-
ministered by or under the supervision of a
health care professional.

‘“(2) A qualified home infusion therapy sup-
plier (as defined in subsection (iii)(3)(D)) ad-
ministers or supervises the administration of
the drug or biological in a safe and effective
manner in the patient’s home (as defined in
subsection (iii)(3)(B)).
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‘“(3) The prescribing information described
in paragraph (1) instructs that the drug
should be infused at least 12 times per year—

“‘(A) intravenously or subcutaneously; or

‘“(B) at infusion rates that the Secretary
determines would require the use of an exter-
nal infusion pump.”’.

SEC. 4. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND.

Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395iii(b)(1)) is amended by
striking ‘$0’ and inserting ‘‘$114,000,000"".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, a silver lining of the
COVID-19 pandemic, if there is one,
was the proliferation of new, effective
ways to deliver healthcare.

Of course, we saw the rise of tele-
health, but we also saw an increased
use of mail to deliver prescription
drugs to patients. Mailing prescription
drugs to patients, especially those who
live in rural communities, helped in-
crease access to care and medication
adherence by reducing the need to
travel long distances to your nearest
pharmacy.

For seniors who may struggle with

mobility, this change was especially
important.
O 1600
Unfortunately, Federal laws limit

the ability for seniors to take advan-
tage of these benefits.

CMS states that if a Medicare bene-
ficiary wants to see an independent
physician that also owns a pharmacy,
the Medicare beneficiary must pick up
their drugs from that physician-owned
pharmacy in person.

That pharmacy cannot mail the drug
directly to the patient or let a family
member pick up the drug on the Medi-
care patient’s behalf.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, CMS
relaxed this restriction. I have heard
from countless oncologists across my
home State about how during the
COVID-19 pandemic era, those flexibili-
ties improved access to care.

H.R. 55626 would clarify that seniors
can get drugs from physician-owned
pharmacies through the mail or have
someone pick up those medications on
their behalf, making it easier for sen-
iors to get the care that they need.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5526, the Seniors’ Access to
Critical Medications Act.

This bill amends the Physician Self-
Referral Law, also known as the Stark
Law, to permit Medicare patients to
have their physicians dispense pre-
scription drugs to them in narrow cir-
cumstances, either through a caregiver
or through a mail courier. Congress en-
acted the Stark Law to ensure that
physician financial considerations do
not influence patient care. Under the
Stark Law, physicians are prohibited
from making referrals to entities in
which the physician has a financial
stake.

Medicare beneficiaries deserve the
independent judgment of their physi-
cians and access to treatment that is
medically appropriate and necessary
for them. The Stark Law is critical in
ensuring that financial arrangements
do not distort physician decision-
making or raise healthcare costs.

Now, current law includes specific
and narrowly tailored exceptions such
as the in-office ancillary services ex-
ception. This exception permits a phy-
sician with an ownership stake to pro-
vide an outpatient prescription drug or
certain services to a patient at his or
her office as part of an in-person visit.
This is for the convenience of the pa-
tient but also because there are more
limited program integrity concerns
when the item or service is being deliv-
ered as part of an in-person office visit.

While I continue to have strong con-
cerns with significantly weakening the
Stark Law, I believe there are also lim-
ited instances in which it may be nec-
essary for a caregiver or a family mem-
ber to pick up the prescription drugs
for patients or for them to be mailed. I
believe there are limited program in-
tegrity concerns in these instances.

This narrow Stark exception will
help patients receive necessary medica-
tions more easily and protects Medi-
care beneficiaries by ensuring that fi-
nancial considerations do not influence
patient care.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
voting ‘‘yes’ on H.R. 5526, and I reserve
the balance of my time, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER).

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of H.R.
5526, the Seniors’ Access to Critical
Medications Act.

I thank my co-lead, Democrat Rep-
resentative WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and
House Energy and Commerce Chair
RODGERS and Ranking Member PAL-
LONE for allowing me to advance this
important legislation.

I spent 37 years working as a phar-
macist in almost every area of phar-
macy, and I know firsthand the impor-
tance of providing patients with seri-
ous illnesses timely and reliable access
to their lifesaving medications.

Under the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services’ interpretation of
the physician self-referral law, which is
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known as the Stark Law, it states that
it is unlawful for a medical practice,
such as a community oncology prac-
tice, to deliver a prescribed and filled
drug to a patient by mail or courier,
UPS or Fed Ex. CMS’ interpretation
doesn’t even allow for a family member
or a caregiver to pick up the patient’s
drug on their behalf.

For Medicare seniors living in rural
areas who don’t have transportation or
who are too sick to pick up their life-
saving drug, they are just simply out of
luck in a lot of cases, or they are
forced to rely on a nameless or faceless
mail order pharmacy benefit manager,
where these ‘‘distant middlemen’ can-
not quickly fine-tune necessary short-
term changes or adjustments in their
therapies.

Some patients will go without their
oral chemotherapy medication because
they can’t get transportation to pick
their prescription up. It can change the
entire outcome for those patients. We
shouldn’t have obstacles in the way of

patients receiving the medications
they need.
The bipartisan Seniors’ Access to

Critical Medications Act simply en-
sures that cancer patients, as well as
other patients, have timely access to
the appropriate oral medications they
need by allowing delivery of these
medications or allowing family mem-
bers or caregivers to pick up their
medicines.

I have heard from dozens upon dozens
of Tennessee oncologists and other spe-
cialty physicians and patients, as well
as others around the country, who have
been deeply impacted by the unneces-
sary hurdles created by CMS’ mis-
guided interpretation of the Stark
Law.

During the pandemic, CMS recog-
nized these barriers and issued a Stark
waiver, lifting the restrictions that
hindered patient access to these crucial
medications.

This bill restores those flexibilities,
and I urge all my colleagues to support
H.R. 5526 to protect Medicare bene-
ficiaries’ ability to receive the medica-
tions they need when they need them.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
port this legislation and urge its pas-
sage, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EDWARDS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 5526, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to clarify
the application of the in-office ancil-
lary services exception to the physi-
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cian self-referral prohibition for cov-
ered outpatient drugs furnished under
the Medicare program, and to provide
coverage of external infusion pumps
and non-self-administrable home infu-
sion drugs under such program.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGENITAL HEART FUTURES
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7189) to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize a national
congenital heart disease research, sur-
veillance, and awareness program, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7189

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Congenital
Heart Futures Reauthorization Act of 2024°°.
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF NATIONAL CON-

GENITAL HEART DISEASE RE-
SEARCH, SURVEILLANCE, AND
AWARENESS PROGRAM.

Section 399V-2 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 280g-13) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g) as
subsections (g) and (h), respectively;

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

“(f) REPORT AND STRATEGY.—

““(1) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of the Congenital Heart Fu-
tures Reauthorization Act of 2024, the Secretary
shall issue a report to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate including the
following:

‘““(A) A description of past and present activi-
ties of the Department of Health and Human
Services to increase awareness and knowledge of
the public with respect to congenital heart dis-
ease, including efforts to address the lifelong
needs of congenital heart disease patients.

‘““(B) An assessment of past and present activi-
ties of the Department of Health and Human
Services to increase education and training of
health care providers with respect to congenital
heart disease, including efforts to address the
lifelong meeds of congenital heart disease pa-
tients.

‘“(C) A description of the current workforce
capacity in the United States of health care pro-
viders who treat adult patients living with con-
genital heart disease.

“(2) STRATEGY.—

‘““(A) DEVELOPMENT; SUBMISSION TO CON-
GRESS.—Not later than 1 year after submitting
the report required by paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall develop and submit to Congress a
strategy for improving efforts to increase aware-
ness and knowledge of the public and education
and training of health care providers with re-
spect to congenital heart disease. Such strategy
shall include findings and recommendations
to—

‘(i) address any public awareness and re-
search gaps and opportunities related to the
lifelong needs of congenital heart disease pa-
tients, including long-term health outcomes,
quality of life, mental health, and health care
utilication;

‘““(ii) address any shortages in the current
workforce of health care providers who treat
adult patients living with congenital heart dis-
ease, which may include strategies to enhance
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fellowship training programs or other con-
tinuing education programs; and

““(iii) foster collaboration and dissemination of
information across Federal agencies, health care
providers, researchers, and patient organiza-
tions.

‘““(B) CONSULTATION.—In developing the strat-
egy under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall, as appropriate, consult with qualified
stakeholder groups, including patient organiza-
tions, health care professionals, research enti-
ties, health insurance providers, accrediting or-
ganizations, and relevant Federal agencies, in-
cluding the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the National Institutes of Health, and
the Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion.”’; and

(3) in subsection (h), as so redesignated, by
striking 2020 through 2024’ and inserting 2025
through 2029°°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
bill, H.R. 7189, the Congenital Heart
Futures Reauthorization Act of 2024,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this particular bill.

This bipartisan, bicameral legisla-
tion will reauthorize a national con-
genital heart disease research, surveil-
lance, and awareness program at HHS
for the next 5 years through FY 2029.

I am so proud to have been involved
in the creation of this pivotal program
and its reauthorization efforts, and I
am grateful to my colleagues on this
bill; Representatives SCHIFF, CARTER,
SOTO, SALAZAR, and CARDENAS, as well
as our bicameral partners, Senators
DURBIN and YOUNG, and I thank them
for their efforts.

I have been glad to lead the Congres-
sional Congenital Heart Caucus with
Representative SCHIFF. Over the last
years, we have become all too familiar
with the struggles this patient commu-
nity faces on a daily basis, unfortu-
nately.

In particular, I also thank the broad
set of stakeholders that support this
initiative and the thousands of advo-
cates speaking on behalf of the ap-
proximately 2 million patients living
with congenital heart defects.

This includes the Adult Congenital
Heart Association, Conquering CHD,
Mended Little Hearts, and The Chil-
dren’s Heart Foundation.

I thank them for their partnership on
this issue and again for support of this
bill. We have to get this done together,
folks. Let’s pass this in a bipartisan
fashion.
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Now, the advocates that come up
here do an outstanding job for family
members and friends that have con-
genital heart defects as well as the pa-
tients.

In the United States, more than
40,000 babies are born with heart de-
fects each year, making it the most
common type of birth defect.

It is estimated that more than 2 mil-
lion people are currently living with a
heart defect nationwide, but thank-
fully, they are living much longer into
adulthood.

Thankfully, medical care and treat-
ments have advanced. Individuals with
heart defects, as I said, are living
longer and healthier lives. Thank good-
ness.

This bill will continue the support
for research and education regarding
congenital heart disease and the im-
pact heart defects have on individuals
throughout every stage of life.

It would also require HHS to develop
a strategy to address any research gaps
and workforce shortages, particularly
as it relates to healthcare providers
who treat adult patients living with
congenital heart disease.

Importantly, this strategy will be de-
veloped with the input of expert stake-
holder groups and relevant Federal en-
tities.

I urge my colleagues to support this
particular bill. It is so very important,
Mr. Speaker. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 7189, the Congenital Heart
Futures Reauthorization Act, spon-
sored by Representative BILIRAKIS and
cosponsored by Representative SoTO.
The bipartisan legislation will reau-
thorize a national congenital heart dis-
ease program through 2029.

In the United States, about 40,000 ba-
bies are born with congenital heart dis-
ease, or CHD, every year. Congenital
heart disease prevents normal blood
flow through the heart and can become
a critical issue that results in a baby
needing surgery or other procedures
early in life.

Thanks to scientific advancements in
diagnosis and treatment, many babies
and children can reach adulthood liv-
ing with CHD. To continue our
progress, we have to continue to sup-
port research, surveillance, and aware-
ness for CHD.

First passed in 2010, the bipartisan
Congenital Heart Futures Act author-
ized research and data collection re-
lated to CHD.

The act expands the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s infra-
structure to track epidemiological
data for CHD. It also increased the Na-
tional Institutes of Health’s research
to study lifelong CHD to see how those
with the disease can still live a long
and healthy life.

H.R. 7189 will reauthorize our na-
tional congenital heart disease pro-
gram so we can continue to make
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strides in addressing CHD. It also
builds on our Nation’s CHD program.

This bill will assess current research
efforts at NIH to ensure we have a bet-
ter understanding of CHD. The bill also
expands research at the CDC by direct-
ing the agency to understand
healthcare utilization, demographics,
and best practices for CHD.

Finally, the bill allows CDC to estab-
lish and implement an awareness cam-
paign so that those with CHD and their
families understand the healthcare
needs related to this birth defect.

Again, I thank my colleagues, Rep-
resentatives BILIRAKIS and SoTO, for
their leadership in reauthorizing the
Congenital Heart Futures Act.

Thanks to their efforts, we can pass
this bill and continue to make strides
in addressing CHD.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’” to reauthorize
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
that we support this important bill on
a bipartisan basis to continue to ad-
dress the Nation’s CHD program effec-
tively.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
particular bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 7189, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
O 1615

ONLINE DATING SAFETY ACT OF
2023

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6125) to require online dating
service providers to provide fraud ban
notifications to online dating service-
members, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6125

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Online Dating
Safety Act of 2023,

SEC. 2. ONLINE DATING SAFETY.

(a) FRAUD BAN NOTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An online dating service pro-
vider shall provide to a member of the online
dating service a fraud ban notification if the
member has received a message through the on-
line dating service from a banned member of the
online dating service.
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(2) REQUIRED CONTENTS.—A fraud ban notifi-
cation under paragraph (1) shall include the
following:

(A) The username or other profile identifier of
the banned member, as well as the most recent
time when the member to whom the notification
is being provided sent or received a message
through the online dating service to or from the
banned member.

(B) A statement, as applicable, that the
banned member may have been using a false
identity or attempting to defraud members.

(C) A statement that a member should not
send money or personal financial information to
another member.

(D) An online link to information regarding
ways to avoid online fraud or being defrauded
by a member of an online dating service.

(E) Contact information to reach the customer
service department of the online dating service
provider.

(3) MANNER AND TIMING.—

(A) MANNER.—A fraud ban notification under
paragraph (1) shall be—

(i) clear and conspicuous; and

(ii) provided by email, text message, or other
appropriate means of communication consented
to by the member.

(B) TIMING.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in clauses
(ii) and (iii), an online dating service provider
shall provide a fraud ban notification under
paragraph (1) not later than 24 hours after the
fraud ban is initiated against the banned mem-
ber.

(ii) DELAY BASED ON JUDGMENT OF PRO-
VIDER.—If, in the judgment of the online dating
service provider, the circumstances require a
fraud ban notification under paragraph (1) to
be provided after the 24-hour period described in
clause (i), the online dating service provider
shall, except as provided in clause (iii), provide
the notification not later than 3 days after the
day on which the fraud ban is initiated against
the banned member.

(iii) DELAY UPON REQUEST OF LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICIAL.—If, due to an ongoing inves-
tigation, a law enforcement official requests an
online dating service provider to delay providing
a fraud ban notification under paragraph (1)
beyond the time when the notification is re-
quired to be provided under clause (i) or (ii), the
online dating service provider—

(1) may not provide the notification before the
end of the period of delay (including any exten-
sion of such period) requested by the law en-
forcement official; and

(I1) shall provide the notification not later
than 3 days after the last day of the period of
delay (including any extension of such period)
requested by the law enforcement official.

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY FEDERAL TRADE COM-
MISSION.—

(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of this section shall be treat-
ed as a violation of a regulation under section
18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commission Act
(15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)) regarding unfair or de-
ceptive acts or practices.

(2) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—The Commission
shall enforce this section in the same manner,
by the same means, and with the same jurisdic-
tion, powers, and duties as though all applica-
ble terms and provisions of the Federal Trade
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were incor-
porated into and made a part of this section,
and any person who violates this section shall
be subject to the penalties and entitled to the
privileges and immunities provided in the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Act.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to limit the authority
of the Commission under any other provision of
law.

(c) ACTIONS BY STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the at-
torney general of a State, or an official or agen-
cy of a State, has reason to believe that an in-
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terest of the residents of such State has been or
is threatened or adversely affected by an act or
practice in violation of this section, the State, as
parens patriae, may bring a civil action on be-
half of the residents of the State in an appro-
priate district court of the United States to ob-
tain appropriate relief.

(2) NOTICE.—Before filing an action under
this subsection, the attorney general, official, or
agency of the State involved shall provide to the
Commission a written notice of such action and
a copy of the complaint for such action. If the
attorney general, official, or agency determines
that it is not feasible to provide the notice de-
scribed in this paragraph before the filing of the
action, the attorney general, official, or agency
shall provide written notice of the action and a
copy of the complaint to the Commission imme-
diately upon the filing of the action.

(3) AUTHORITY OF FEDERAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—On receiving notice under
paragraph (2) of an action under this sub-
section, the Commission shall have the right—

(i) to intervene in the action;

(ii) upon so intervening, to be heard on all
matters arising therein; and

(iii) to file petitions for appeal.

(B) LIMITATION ON STATE ACTION WHILE FED-
ERAL ACTION IS PENDING.—If the Commission or
the Attorney General of the United States has
instituted a civil action for violation of this sec-
tion (referred to in this subparagraph as the
“Federal action’’), no State attorney general,
official, or agency may bring an action under
this subsection during the pendency of the Fed-
eral action against any defendant named in the
complaint in the Federal action for any viola-
tion of this section alleged in such complaint.

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of
bringing a civil action under this subsection,
nothing in this section may be construed to pre-
vent an attorney general, official, or agency of
a State from exercising the powers conferred on
the attorney general, official, or agency by the
laws of such State to conduct investigations, ad-
minister oaths and affirmations, or compel the
attendance of witnesses or the production of
documentary and other evidence.

(d) ONE NATIONAL STANDARD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A State, or political subdivi-
sion of a State, may not maintain, enforce, pre-
scribe, or continue in effect any law, rule, regu-
lation, requirement, standard, or other provision
having the force and effect of law of the State,
or political subdivision of the State, that re-
quires an online dating service provider to no-
tify, prohibits an online dating service provider
from notifying, or otherwise affects the manner
in which an online dating service provider is re-
quired or permitted to motify, a member of the
online dating service that the member has re-
ceived a message from or sent a message to a
banned member through the online dating serv-
ice.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This subsection
may not be construed to preempt any law of a
State or political subdivision of a State relating
to contracts or torts.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) BANNED MEMBER.—The term ‘‘banned
member’’ means a member of an online dating
service whose account or profile on the online
dating service is the subject of a fraud ban.

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Federal Trade Commission.

(3) FRAUD BAN.—The term ‘‘fraud ban’’ means
the termination or suspension of the account or
profile of a member of an online dating service
because, in the judgment of the online dating
service provider, there is a significant risk the
member will attempt to obtain money from an-
other member through fraudulent means.

(4) MEMBER.—The term ‘‘member’ means an
individual who—

(4) submits to an online dating service pro-
vider the information required by the provider to
establish an account or profile on the online
dating service; and
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(B) is allowed by the provider to establish
such an account or profile.

(5) ONLINE DATING SERVICE.—The term ‘“‘online
dating service’’ means a service that—

(A) is provided through a website or a mobile
application; and

(B) offers members access to dating or roman-
tic relationships with other members by arrang-
ing or facilitating the social introduction of
members.

(6) ONLINE DATING SERVICE PROVIDER.—The
term ‘‘online dating service provider’ means a
person engaged in the business of offering an
online dating service.

(7) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each
State of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, each commonwealth, territory, or pos-
session of the United States, and each federally
recognized Indian Tribe.

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take
effect on the date that is 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 6125, the Online Dating Safety
Act of 2023, sponsored by my good
friend and colleague, DAVID VALADAO.

Over the last three decades, online
dating platforms have transformed the
way people find their partners. Accord-
ing to the Pew Research Center, 30 per-
cent of U.S. adults say they have used
a dating app or site, many of whom say
it has made the dating process much
easier.

However, these technologies have
also led to the rise of dating scams and
fraud, unfortunately, and the FTC re-
ported that romance scams resulted in
victims losing $1.3 billion in 2022.

There are countless examples of vic-
tims losing their investments and re-
tirements. One victim was tragically
driven to suicide after losing his life
savings. That is terrible.

H.R. 6125 seeks to protect users of on-
line dating platforms against harmful
and fraudulent accounts by requiring
platforms to send a fraud ban notifica-
tion to a user who has been commu-
nicating with a suspended account or
profile.

This crucial step of communication
and transparency has been missing
from online dating platforms. This is
an opportunity to create a safety
mechanism to better protect Ameri-
cans from falling victim to such dev-
astating scams.

The bill advanced out of committee
with unanimous support, a bipartisan
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vote of 44-0. I look forward to the bill
passing the House this week. Really,
we have got to take care of this. Too
many people are being taken advantage
of, particularly our seniors. We can’t
have this happen.

I strongly support H.R. 6125 and ask
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.” I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 6125, the Online Dating
Safety Act. I thank the sponsors of this
bill, Representatives VALADAO and
PETTERSEN, for their leadership on the
issue of online dating safety. I also
thank Chair RODGERS for her willing-
ness to work with me at committee to
improve the bill.

As more and more consumers report
using online dating services, it is im-
portant that they are made aware of
potential harms. This bill ensures that
when an online dating app bans some-
one for fraud, it notifies all the other
users who have been in contact with
that banned person on the app. This
will help to reduce the number of peo-
ple who fall victim to identified
fraudsters looking to extort money
from dating app users.

While there is more to be done to ad-
dress harms that have arisen in the on-
line dating space, this bill is an impor-
tant step forward. I urge my colleagues
to support the bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. VALADAO).

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, first, I
thank my colleague, my coauthor,
BRITTANY PETTERSEN, for her support
on this. I also thank the members and
staff of the committee. They have been
very, very helpful in us moving this
bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of my bill, the Online Dating Safety
Act. Each year, millions of people are
deceived, defrauded, and misled by
users of online dating apps.

While it is sadly common to see peo-
ple lie about things like their age or
occupation, this bill takes aim at the
more sinister fraudsters who make
their livelihoods preying on vulnerable
individuals.

According to the Federal Trade Com-
mission, romance scams resulted in
victims losing $1.3 billion in 2022 alone,
with senior citizens being the most at-
risk age group.

There are countless horror stories of
people being conned out of their entire
life savings, all because they trusted
someone they met online. Individuals
who meet online often take their con-
versations to other communication
platforms, so even when the fraudulent
account is removed, someone might
not even know they are talking to
someone who has been removed from
that original platform.

This bill requires that the dating
platform issue a fraud ban notification
to users who have ever interacted with
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the person who has been removed from
the app for fraudulent activity. While
we can’t stop all criminals, this is a
simple and important step to fill a
communication gap and help people
make more informed decisions about
who they are really communicating
with.

These apps have been around for
years, but still there are few safeguards
in place to protect users. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and prevent
the widespread fraud.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, and I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Let me just say that this is an impor-
tant step forward in dealing with on-
line dating safety, and I support the
bill and urge my colleagues to support
it. I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, again,
I appreciate Mr. VALADAO putting forth
this bill. We have got to do it. We have
got to protect our seniors and others
who use these apps. I encourage a
‘“‘yes” vote on this particular bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 6125, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY POLICY ISSUANCE RE-
VIEW ACT

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 6231) to amend the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to re-
quire a prioritized policy issuance re-
view process for the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6231

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Department
of Homeland Security Policy Issuance Re-
view Act”.

SEC. 2. POLICY ISSUANCE REVIEW PROCESS.

Section 701 of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 341) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (13) as
paragraph (14); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (12) the
following new paragraph:

‘“(13) Overseeing the Department’s process
for review and approval of policy issuance
documents.”’;

(2) by redesignating the second subsection
(e) (relating to the definition of interoper-
able communications) as subsection (f); and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(g) POLICY ISSUANCE REVIEW PROCESS.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment shall require a prioritized periodic re-
view process (in this subsection referred to
as the ‘Review Process’) of Department pol-
icy issuance documents.

¢“(2) CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this subsection and annually thereafter,
the Under Secretary for Management shall
provide to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate a brief-
ing on the Review Process, including relat-
ing to the Department’s record of reviewing
and updating existing policy issuance docu-
ments. Each such briefing shall include in-
formation relating to the following:

‘““(A) All policy issuance documents, in-
cluding, with respect to each such document,
the title, policy number, revision number,
issue date, and last reviewed date.

‘“(B) All policy issuance documents can-
celed in the prior year.

“(C) An explanation of the methodology
used to prioritize the review of policy
issuance documents.

‘(D) The procedures used by the Depart-
ment to track and coordinate with Depart-
ment components the issuance, review, and
cancellations of policy issuance documents.

‘“(E) The number of staff and vacancies
within the Management Directorate respon-
sible for supporting the Review Process.

‘“(3) DEFINITION.—In this subsection the
term ‘policy issuance document’—

““(A) means a Department-level directive,
instruction, designation, or delegation,
issued in accordance with the process re-
ferred to in subsection (a)(13) or any process
for issuing such documents consistent with
Department policy as may be in effect; and

‘(B) does not include documents—

‘(i) issued in accordance with a process
other than a process referred to in sub-
section (a)(13) or the Review Process; or

‘‘(ii) documents published in the Federal
Register.

‘(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection may be construed to—

‘“(A) invalidate any policy issuance docu-
ment created on, before, or after the date of
the enactment of this subsection;

‘(B) serve as a basis for action to challenge
the validity of such a policy issuance docu-
ment; or

‘(C) create any right or benefit, whether
substantive or procedural, enforceable by
any person in any administrative or judicial
proceeding.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CORREA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 6231.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 6231, the De-
partment of Homeland Security Policy
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Issuance Review Act. I thank the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) for
this commonsense oversight legisla-
tion. I urge support of the measure,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Policy Issuance Review Act will
codify the Department of Homeland
Security’s policy issuance and review
process to ensure DHS provides up-to-
date policy guidance for its more than
260,000 employees.

Policies provide important clarity on
what is expected of DHS employees as
they carry out the critical work of the
Department. These policies outline
how to uphold civil liberties and civil
rights while conducting criminal inves-
tigations, how to ensure grant funds
are used in accordance with congres-
sional intent, and how to incorporate
new technology into the agency oper-
ations.

Some DHS policies have not been re-
viewed or updated for many years in
accordance with the Department’s re-
quirements. H.R. 6231 will address this
by providing Congress greater insight
into the issuance, review, and revision
of the Departmentwide policies.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY).

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak on behalf of my bill, the De-
partment of Homeland Security Policy
Issuance Review Act, H.R. 6231.

DHS has over 800 Departmentwide
policies. While many of these policies
relate to internal management func-
tions of the Department, others pro-
vide critical guidance for employees on
issues such as use of force by law en-
forcement officers, the personal and
professional use of social media, and
the ethical code of conduct.

The Department has a requirement
that all policies be reviewed every 2
years. However, a recent review by the
Committee on Homeland Security
found that DHS rarely met this dead-
line, and some foundational policies
had not received meaningful review
since their issuance.

My bill addresses this shortcoming
by making the Department’s policy
issuance and review process a formal
responsibility of the DHS Under Sec-
retary for management.

My bill also provides Congress with
greater transparency into how and
when DHS updates policies by requir-
ing the Department to provide Con-
gress an annual briefing on policies
issued, reviewed, and canceled. My bill
also requires DHS to inform Congress
on its staffing needs to help ensure the
Department has the resources needed
to review and revise its policies in a
timely manner.

H.R. 6231 is necessary to ensure that
Congress has greater visibility into
how the Department is managing its
policy issuance program and to prevent
any lengthy delays in the review and
revision of critical departmental docu-
ments.
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In closing, I thank my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle for cospon-
soring  this  bill, Representatives
CLARKE, BISHOP of North Carolina, and
EzeELL. I would also like to thank my
colleagues on the Homeland Security
Committee for passing this legislation
out of committee unanimously. Fi-
nally, I thank DHS staff, who provided
valuable insight and feedback on the
Department’s policy review process.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

This bipartisan bill is a commonsense
way for Congress to ensure that DHS
policies are updated on time, and if
they are not updated, that Congress
will hear about it and take appropriate
action.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 6231, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time to close.

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. This is a bipartisan bill.
Mr. IVEY put a lot of work into this. It
makes good common sense, and it al-
lows us to oversee the Department
with more authority and effectiveness.
I fully support it, and I urge my col-
leagues to do so. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6231.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed bills of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 288. An act to prevent, treat, and cure
tuberculosis globally.

S. 4698. An act to authorize the Joint Task
Forces of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and for other purposes.

————

EMERGING INNOVATIVE BORDER
TECHNOLOGIES ACT

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 7832) to require the
Secretary of Homeland Security to de-
velop a plan to identify, integrate, and
deploy new, innovative, disruptive, or
other emerging or advanced tech-
nologies to enhance, or address capa-
bility gaps in, border security oper-
ations, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7832

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Emerging
Innovative Border Technologies Act’.

SEC. 2. INNOVATIVE AND EMERGING BORDER
TECHNOLOGY PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, acting
through the Commissioner of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) and the Under
Secretary for Science and Technology of the
Department of Homeland Security, shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a plan to
identify, integrate, and deploy new, innova-
tive, disruptive, or other emerging or ad-
vanced technologies that may incorporate
artificial intelligence, machine-learning, au-
tomation, fiber-optic sensing technology,
nanotechnology, optical and cognitive radar,
modeling and simulation technology,
hyperspectral and LIDAR sensors, imaging,
identification, and categorization systems,
or other emerging or advanced technologies,
to enhance, or address capability gaps in,
border security operations.

(b) CONTENTS.—The plan required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) Information regarding how CBP utilizes
CBP Innovation Team authority under sub-
section (¢) and other mechanisms to carry
out the purposes specified in subsection (a).

(2) An assessment of the contributions di-
rectly attributable to such utilization.

(3) Information regarding the composition
of each CBP Innovation Team, and how each
such Team coordinates and integrates efforts
with the CBP acquisition program office and
other partners within CBP and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

(4) Identification of technologies used by
other Federal departments or agencies not in
use by CBP that could assist in enhancing, or
addressing capability gaps in, border secu-
rity operations.

(5) An analysis of authorities available to
CBP to procure technologies referred to sub-
section (a), and an assessment as to whether
additional or alternative authorities are
needed to carry out the purposes specified in
such subsection.

(6) An explanation of how CBP plans to
scale existing programs related to emerging
or advanced technologies into programs of
record.

(7) A description of each planned security-
related technology program, including objec-
tives, goals, and timelines for each such pro-
gram.

(8) An assessment of the privacy and secu-
rity impact on border communities of secu-
rity-related technology.

(9) An assessment of CBP legacy border
technology programs that could be phased
out and replaced by technologies referred to
in subsection (a), and cost estimates relating
to such phase out and replacement.

(10) Information relating to how CBP is co-
ordinating with the Department of Home-
land Security’s Science and Technology Di-
rectorate to—

(A) research and develop new, innovative,
disruptive, or other emerging or advanced
technologies to carry out the purposes speci-
fied in subsection (a);

(B) identify security-related technologies
that are in development or deployed by the
private and public sectors that may satisfy
the mission needs of CBP, with or without
adaptation;

(C) incentivize the private sector to de-
velop technologies that may help CBP meet
mission needs to enhance, or address capa-
bility gaps in, border security operations;
and
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(D) identify and assess ways to increase op-
portunities for communication and collabo-
ration with the private sector, small and dis-
advantaged businesses, intra-governmental
entities, university centers of excellence,
and Federal laboratories to leverage emerg-
ing technology and research within the pub-
lic and private sectors.

(11) Information on metrics and key per-
formance parameters for evaluating the ef-
fectiveness of efforts to identify, integrate,
and deploy new, innovative, disruptive, or
other emerging or advanced technologies to
carry out the purposes specified in sub-
section (a).

(12) An identification of recent techno-
logical advancements in the following:

(A) Manned aircraft sensor, communica-
tion, and common operating picture tech-
nology.

(B) Unmanned aerial systems and related
technology, including counter-unmanned
aerial system technology.

(C) Surveillance technology, including the
following:

(i) Mobile surveillance vehicles.

(ii) Associated electronics, including cam-
eras, sensor technology, and radar.

(iii) Tower-based surveillance technology.

(iv) Advanced unattended surveillance sen-
sors.

(v) Deployable, lighter-than-air,
surveillance equipment.

(D) Nonintrusive inspection technology, in-
cluding non-X-ray devices utilizing muon to-
mography and other advanced detection
technology.

(E) Tunnel detection technology.

(F) Communications equipment, including
the following:

(i) Radios.

(ii) Long-term evolution broadband.

(iii) Miniature satellites.

(13) Any other information the Secretary
determines relevant.

(c) CBP INNOVATION TEAM AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner of CBP
is authorized to maintain one or more CBP
Innovation Teams to research and adapt
commercial technologies that are new, inno-
vative, disruptive, or otherwise emerging or
advanced that may be used by CBP to en-
hance, or address capability gaps in border
security operations and urgent mission
needs, and assess potential outcomes, to in-
clude any negative consequences, of the in-
troduction of emerging or advanced tech-
nologies with respect to which documented
capability gaps in border security operations
are yet to be determined.

(2) OPERATING PROCEDURES, PLANNING,
STRATEGIC GOALS.—The Commissioner of
CBP shall require each team maintained pur-
suant to paragraph (1) to establish the fol-
lowing:

(A) Operating procedures that include spec-
ificity regarding roles and responsibilities
within each such team and with respect to
Department of Homeland Security and non-
Federal partners, and protocols for entering
into agreements to rapidly transition such
technologies to existing or new programs of
record to carry out the purposes specified in
subsection (a).

(B) Planning and strategic goals for each
such team that includes projected costs,
time frames, metrics, and key performance
parameters relating to the achievement of
identified strategic goals, including a metric
to measure the rate at which technologies
described in subsection (a) are transitioned
to existing or new programs of record in ac-
cordance with subparagraph (A)

(3) REPORTING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and annually thereafter, the Commissioner
of CBP shall submit to the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-

ground
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resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate information relating to the ac-
tivities CBP Innovation Teams, including in-
formation regarding the following:

(A) Copies of operating procedures and pro-
tocols under paragraph (2)(A) and planning
and strategic goals required under paragraph
2)(B).

(B) Descriptions of the technologies piloted
by each such team over the immediately pre-
ceding fiscal year, including information re-
garding which such technologies are deter-
mined successful and an identification of
documented capability gaps that are ad-
dressed.

(C) Information on the status of efforts to
rapidly transition technologies determined
successful to existing or new programs of
record.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CORREA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 7832.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 7832, the Emerging Innovative
Border Technologies Act. This bill
would enable Congress to better equip
frontline personnel with the tools and
resources necessary to secure and pro-
tect the United States border.

It is a necessary piece of legislation
amidst the current crisis at our south-
west border. I thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. CORREA) for his
attention to this matter.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 7832, the Emerging
Innovative Border Technologies Act, is
an opportunity to improve the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s ability to
quickly acquire innovative tech-
nologies, like artificial intelligence
and machine learning, that enhance
border technologies overall.

With newer, more innovative tech-
nologies, we can improve CBP’s tar-
geting and our detection capabilities,
which will help officers find and stop
more illegal drugs before they flood our
communities and harm our children.

By requiring the Secretary of Home-
land Security to create a plan to ad-
dress capability gaps and integrate in-
novative technologies, like AI, ma-
chine learning, and nanotechnology,
into our border security operations,
this bill would force the Department of
Homeland Security to think strategi-
cally about opportunities to work with
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private-sector operators and others to
develop and implement the latest tech-
nologies.

My bill also authorizes CBP’s Innova-
tion Team, which works with frontline
agents and officers to develop and pilot
promising technologies that help them
do their jobs, primarily keeping Ameri-
cans safe.

The Innovation Team finds and tests
new commercial technologies, works
with companies to adapt them for use
along our border, and then helps the
successful programs navigate govern-
ment procurement bureaucracies so
they can help scale up quickly to meet
the government’s needs.

Innovative technologies don’t just
help with catching drugs. New tech-
nologies can also help detect victims of
human trafficking or migrants in need
of help in the middle of a desert.

New technologies can also help Bor-
der Patrol agents communicate reli-
ably in remote areas. When an agent is
down or finds somebody injured, the
ability to communicate quickly can
literally save lives and be the dif-
ference between life and death.

Technology also helps CBP facilitate
legal trade and travel. Long lines at
our ports of entry can result in produce
spoiling as opposed to making it to our
grocery stores.

No one enjoys long lines at the air-
port. I am ©proud to represent
Disneyland, and I know that most
international travelers want to get to
go see Minnie and Mickey as soon as
possible.

While we clearly need more man-
power at our ports of entry, new tech-
nologies can help get people and goods
on their way to our markets and to our
communities much quicker and much
safer.

My legislation is just one way of
many ways that Congress can support
our border agents.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
LUTTRELL and his team for working
with us to make sure this piece of leg-
islation is successful. I also thank my
colleagues from the Committee on
Homeland Security for their bipartisan
support. I hope we continue to come to-
gether to craft bipartisan solutions to
making our border more secure and
support our men and women working
in a safer environment on a daily basis.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support H.R. 7832, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7832, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7832.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
CUSTOMS TRADE PARTNERSHIP
AGAINST TERRORISM PILOT

PROGRAM ACT OF 2023

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (S. 794) to require a pilot
program on the participation of non-
asset-based third-party logistics pro-
viders in the Customs-Trade Partner-
ship Against Terrorism.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 794

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Customs
Trade Partnership Against Terrorism Pilot
Program Act of 2023 or the ‘“‘CTPAT Pilot
Program Act of 2023"".

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Finance of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
and the Committee on Ways and Means of
the House of Representatives.

(2) CTPAT.—The term ‘“CTPAT” means
the Customs Trade Partnership Against Ter-
rorism established under subtitle B of title II
of the Security and Accountability for Every
Port Act (6 U.S.C. 961 et seq.).

SEC. 3. PILOT PROGRAM ON PARTICIPATION OF
THIRD-PARTY LOGISTICS PRO-
VIDERS IN CTPAT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall carry out a pilot program
to assess whether allowing entities described
in subsection (b) to participate in CTPAT
would enhance port security, combat ter-

rorism, prevent supply chain security
breaches, or otherwise meet the goals of
CTPAT.

(2) FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall publish
in the Federal Register a notice specifying
the requirements for the pilot program re-
quired by paragraph (1).

(b) ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—An entity de-
scribed in this subsection is—

(1) a non-asset-based third-party logistics
provider that—

(A) arranges international transportation
of freight and is licensed by the Department
of Transportation; and

(B) meets such other requirements as the
Secretary specifies in the Federal Register
notice required by subsection (a)(2); or

(2) an asset-based third-party logistics pro-
vider that—

(A) facilitates cross border activity and is
licensed or bonded by the Federal Maritime
Commission, the Transportation Security
Administration, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, or the Department of Transpor-
tation;

(B) manages and executes logistics services
using its own warehousing assets and re-
sources on behalf of its customers; and

(C) meets such other requirements as the
Secretary specifies in the Federal Register
notice required by subsection (a)(2).

(¢) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the
pilot program required by subsection (a)(1),
the Secretary shall—
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(1) ensure that—

(A) not more than 10 entities described in
paragraph (1) of subsection (b) participate in
the pilot program; and

(B) not more than 10 entities described in
paragraph (2) of that subsection participate
in the program;

(2) provide for the participation of those
entities on a voluntary basis;

(3) continue the program for a period of not
less than one year after the date on which
the Secretary publishes the Federal Register
notice required by subsection (a)(2); and

(4) terminate the pilot program not more
than b years after that date.

(d) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the termination of the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (c)(4), the Secretary
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the findings
of, and any recommendations arising from,
the pilot program concerning the participa-
tion in CTPAT of entities described in sub-
section (b), including an assessment of par-
ticipation by those entities.

SEC. 4. REPORT ON EFFECTIVENESS OF CTPAT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report assessing the ef-
fectiveness of CTPAT.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An analysis of—

(A) security incidents in the cargo supply
chain during the 5-year period preceding sub-
mission of the report that involved criminal
activity, including drug trafficking, human
smuggling, commercial fraud, or terrorist
activity; and

(B) whether those incidents involved par-
ticipants in CTPAT or entities not partici-
pating in CTPAT.

(2) An analysis of causes for the suspension
or removal of entities from participating in
CTPAT as a result of security incidents dur-
ing that 5-year period.

(3) An analysis of the number of active
CTPAT participants involved in one or more
security incidents while maintaining their
status as participants.

(4) Recommendations to the Commissioner
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection for
improvements to CTPAT to improve preven-
tion of security incidents in the cargo supply
chain involving participants in CTPAT.

SEC. 5. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.

No additional funds are authorized to be
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CORREA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 794.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
794, the CTPAT Pilot Program Act of
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2023, which would establish a pilot pro-
gram to assess the security benefits of
providers in the Customs-Trade Part-
nership Against Terrorism program. I
urge support, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that we
are here today to consider S. 794, the
Customs Trade Partnership Against
Terrorism Pilot Program Act of 2023.
This important legislation will further
strengthen the security of cargo ship-
ments arriving in the United States.

As we work to build a resilient sup-
ply chain and prevent dangerous
threats from reaching our commu-
nities, it is critical that customs offi-
cers work closely with importers, ship-
pers, carriers, and others to ensure
both fast and secure travel. The
CTPAT program encourages this.

In response to faster processing at
our ports of entry, members of the
trade community participating in this
program adopt tighter security meas-
ures throughout their global supply
chain. Today, more than 11,400 compa-
nies currently participate in the
CTPAT program, accounting for about
52 percent of cargo imports into the
United States.

Despite the success of the program,
certain third-party logistics providers
are excluded from even applying for
membership. Further expanding access
to CTPAT will help U.S. businesses and
improve supply chain security to pre-
vent terrorists and terrorist threats
from reaching our communities.

Specifically, this bill establishes a 5-
year pilot program to allow certain
third-party logistics providers to join
this very important program. We hope
to see how the participation of third-
party logistics providers helps CBP en-
hance port security and mitigate sup-
ply chain breaches.

I thank Senator CORNYN for leading
this legislation in the Senate and my
colleague, Representative ELISSA
SLOTKIN, for leading this legislation in
the House.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Louisiana
(Mr. HIGGINS), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Border Security and En-
forcement.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Chairman GREEN for
recognizing me for such time as I may
consume, whereas any other Member of
Congress would need only about 1
minute to provide this commentary.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
794, the CTPAT Pilot Program Act of
2023.

Since 2001, the United States Cus-
toms and Border Protection’s CTPAT
program has been reducing vulnerabil-
ity throughout the supply chain by
incentivizing greater security meas-
ures with certified trade partners.
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Today, more than 11,400 certified part-
ners have been accepted into the pro-
gram.

The CTPAT Pilot Program Act of
2023 expands upon this already success-
ful program by requiring CBP to estab-
lish a pilot program to assess the bene-
fits of allowing non-asset-based third-
party logistics providers, 3PLs, and ad-
ditional asset-based 3PLs to partici-
pate in this program.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all Members will
support this critical legislation today,
as it strengthens our efforts to combat
the threat of terrorism in the global
supply chain.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this bill would help
American businesses thrive and also
enhance the safety of our communities.
By expanding access to CTPAT, more
of our trusted trading partners can ex-
pedite cargo into our local commu-
nities and our country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support S. 794, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 794.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

PRODUCING ADVANCED TECH-
NOLOGIES FOR HOMELAND SECU-
RITY ACT

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 9459) to amend the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to en-
able secure and trustworthy tech-
nology through other transaction con-
tracting authority, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 9459

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Producing
Advanced Technologies for Homeland Secu-
rity Act” or the “PATHS Act”.

SEC. 2. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ACQUISI-
TION PILOT PROGRAM EXTENSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 831 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 391) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ““Until September 30, 2024, and
subject to subsection (d)”’ and inserting
“Until September 30, 2027, and subject to
subsection (c¢)’’; and
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(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

/(3) OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY INVOLV-
ING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—Not later than
72 hours after the use or extension of the
transaction authority authorized under para-
graph (1) involving artificial intelligence
technology, the Secretary shall notify the
Committee on Appropriations and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and offer a briefing explaining
the reason for the use or extension.”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2024 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2027,

(b) REDUCTION IN AMOUNT OF COVERED CON-
TRACT AWARD.—Subparagraph (A) of section
7113(d)(1) of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2023 (6 U.S.C. 112 note; Public Law 117-263) is
amended by striking ‘‘$4,000,000"" and insert-
ing ‘‘$1,000,000".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CORREA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 9459.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 9459, the PATHS Act.

DHS’ other transaction authority is
an important tool in the Department’s
limited arsenal of mechanisms to ac-
quire innovative new research and pro-
totypes.

This bill also includes some common-
sense transparency reforms to DHS’
use of OTA authority.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, the gentleman from Mississippi
(Mr. GUEST), for his work on this meas-
ure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill would author-
ize the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to continue to use other trans-
action authority, or OTA, for an addi-
tional 3 years.

OTA allows the Department to work
with nontraditional government con-
tractors to conduct research and proto-
type projects outside the framework of
the traditional acquisition process.

O 1645
DHS’ ability to use OTA expires on
September 30, just 1 week from now.

Let’s pass this legislation and ensure
that this does not happen again.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. GUEST) the Congressman
who represents my parents and who is
the vice chairman of the Committee on
Homeland Security.

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 9459, the Pro-
ducing Advanced Technologies for
Homeland Security Act. I am grateful
to my colleagues on the Homeland Se-
curity Committee for advancing this
bipartisan piece of legislation that I
am proud to lead with my friend from
Maryland, Congressman GLENN IVEY.

Mr. Speaker, the Department of
Homeland Security has a constantly
evolving mission, and to meet these
needs, the Department was previously
granted authority to enter into other
transactional agreements, or OTAs.
These legally binding agreements allow
the Department to engage with non-
traditional contractors that would not
normally do business with the Federal
Government.

This authority allows the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to operate
quickly and more efficiently. These
agreements have allowed entities to
produce prototypes of nonintrusive in-
spection technology that can detect il-
licit materials hidden inside vehicles
crossing the border and has researched
machine learning practices to assist
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

The usefulness of this authority has
been demonstrated in my home State
of Mississippi, as The University of
Southern Mississippi was part of a
project to develop sensors for un-
manned vehicles used by both DHS and
the United States Coast Guard.

It is critical that we pass this legisla-
tion before the authority expires on
September 30.

This bill served as a companion to
Senator PETERS’ Senate bill, which
passed unanimously out of markup in
the Senate in April of this year. It
would extend the Department’s OTA
authority by 3 years to 2027.

Mr. Speaker, I am also glad to say
that this bill provides additional ac-
countability and places guardrails on
the current program.

It would require advanced notifica-
tion to Congress should the authority
be used in any advancement of artifi-
cial intelligence technology.

It would amend the DHS Contract
Reporting Act of 2021 to ensure great-
er—once again, greater—transparency
by reducing the amount of a contract
to be reported on the DHS website from
$4 million to $1 million.

Again, I thank Mr. IVEY for his lead-
ership on this important legislation,
and I appreciate Chairman GREEN and
the committee staff for their work on
this timely and relevant issue.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this bill.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
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gentleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY), a
cosponsor of this measure.

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

I rise today as a proud cosponsor of
the Producing Advanced Technologies
for Homeland Security Act.

Other transaction authority, or OTA,
is a vital tool that enables DHS to
more quickly obtain cutting-edge,
emerging technologies that address
specific operational needs.

For example, DHS has used OTA to
fund research and development of dig-
ital IDs that people can store on their
phone and advanced technology to im-
prove the detection of explosive mate-
rials at airport checkpoints.

This bipartisan bill also provides for
increased transparency into the De-
partment’s use of OTA by requiring
DHS to notify the public and Congress
when it uses the authority to enter
into agreements worth over $1 million
or for agreements involving artificial
intelligence.

A lapse in DHS’ authority would im-
pede the Department’s ability to rap-
idly develop solutions for border secu-
rity, aviation security, and other crit-
ical homeland security concerns.

Mr. Speaker, 5 years ago when OTA
did briefly lapse, that is exactly what
happened. DHS was forced to delay or
stop 48 projects.

DHS estimates that if OTA lapses
again next week, 77 planned and under-
way projects would be halted or de-
layed.

A potential halt in OTA would be in-
efficient, wasteful, and potentially
harmful to the security of our home-
land.

In closing, I thank my colleague,
Congressman GUEST, for sponsoring
this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

I thank Representatives MICHAEL
GUEST and GLENN IVEY for cospon-
soring this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this important legislation, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

I, again, urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 9459, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9459.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

DHS CYBERSECURITY ON-THE-JOB
TRAINING PROGRAM ACT

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
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pass the bill (H.R. 3208) to amend the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to es-
tablish a DHS Cybersecurity On-the-
Job Training Program, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3208

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “DHS Cyber-
security On-the-Job Training Program Act’’.
SEC. 2. DHS CYBERSECURITY ON-THE-JOB TRAIN-

ING PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title XXII of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
141 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“SEC. 2220F. DHS CYBERSECURITY ON-THE-JOB
TRAINING PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established
within the Agency a ‘DHS Cybersecurity On-
the-Job Training Program’ (in this section
referred to as the ‘Program’) to voluntarily
train Department employees who are not
currently in a cybersecurity position for
work in matters relating to cybersecurity at
the Department. The Program shall be led by
the Director, in consultation with the Under
Secretary for Management.

““(b) DUTIES OF THE DIRECTOR.—In carrying
out the Program under subsection (a), the
Director—

‘(1) shall develop a curriculum for the Pro-
gram, incorporating any existing curricula
as appropriate, and consistent with the Na-
tional Initiative for Cybersecurity Education
Framework or any successor framework,
which may include distance learning instruc-
tion, in-classroom instruction within a work
location, on-the-job instruction under the
supervision of experienced cybersecurity
staff, or other means of training and edu-
cation as determined appropriate by the Di-
rector;

‘(2) shall develop criteria for participation
in the Program;

‘“(3) in accordance with paragraph (1), shall
provide cybersecurity training to employees
of the Department and may, as appropriate,
provide cybersecurity training to other Fed-
eral employees; and

‘“(4) shall annually for seven years submit
to the Committee on Homeland Security of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a report that
includes—

‘“(A) information relating to the number of
employees who participated in the Program
in the preceding year;

‘(B) an identification of the positions into
which employees trained through the Pro-
gram were hired after such training;

‘“(C) a description of metrics used to meas-
ure the success of the Program;

‘(D) copies of the reports submitted pursu-
ant to (¢)(1); and

‘“(E) any additional information relating to
the duties specified in this subsection.

‘“(c) DUTIES OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
MANAGEMENT.—In carrying out the Program
under subsection (a), the Under Secretary for
Management shall—

‘(1) submit to the Secretary an annual re-
port on the status of vacancies in cybersecu-
rity positions throughout the Department;

““(2) support efforts by the Director to iden-
tify and recruit individuals employed by the
Department to participate in the Program;

“(3) implement policies, including con-
tinuing service agreements, to encourage
participation in the Program by employees
throughout the Department; and
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‘‘(4) conduct outreach to employees who
complete the Program regarding cybersecu-
rity job opportunities within the Depart-
ment.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 2220E the
following new item:

“Sec. 2220F. DHS Cybersecurity On-the-Job
Training Program.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CORREA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have b days in which to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.R. 3208.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3208. The DHS Cybersecurity On-the-
Job Training Program Act will
strengthen CISA’s role in providing cy-
bersecurity training to DHS employees
not formerly in cybersecurity posi-
tions.

This legislation is reflective of the
consistent efforts of its sponsor, Ms.
Jackson Lee, who we all lost just
months ago, to improve DHS. This, I
believe, is her last bill. She was a true
friend to the committee and to this
Chamber, and I know we will all miss
her presence.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

During Congresswoman Sheila Jack-
son Lee’s two decades in Congress serv-
ing on the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, one of her top priorities was
strengthening our Nation’s cyber de-
fenses.

She consistently prioritized expand-
ing our cybersecurity workforce, recog-
nized that investing in cybersecurity
education and training would make our
Nation more secure.

At a time when few Members of Con-
gress were focused on cybersecurity
back in 2005, Congresswoman Jackson
Lee introduced the Cybersecurity Edu-
cation Enhancement Act to provide
funding for expanded cybersecurity
education programs across the coun-
try.

With her trademark persistence, Con-
gresswoman Jackson Lee kept on fight-
ing to expand the talent pool of trained
cybersecurity professionals, most re-
cently with the introduction last year
of this legislation that we are consid-
ering today, the DHS Cybersecurity
On-the-Job Training Program Act.

This bill will direct the Cybersecu-
rity and Infrastructure Security Agen-
cy, or CISA, to provide cybersecurity
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training to Department of Homeland
Security existing employees with the
goal of training existing personnel to
fill cybersecurity job vacancies at the
Department.

According to testimony before the
Homeland Security Committee in
June, there are nearly 2,000 cybersecu-
rity vacancies at DHS today.

With cybersecurity threats from ad-
versaries like Russia and China only
further increasing, filling these vacan-
cies is a national security imperative.

While DHS has taken important
steps to address this challenge, private-
sector competition for talent and the
slow Federal hiring process have con-
tinued to hamper our efforts at DHS to
eliminate this shortfall.

Training existing DHS personnel who
have already been vetted and
onboarded by the Department is a crit-
ical part of ensuring that DHS has the
cybersecurity talent on payroll today
to fulfill its critical cybersecurity mis-
sion.

This legislation builds on CISA’s ex-
isting Federal Cyber Defense Skilling
Academy and ensures that CISA con-
tinues its efforts to leverage cybersecu-
rity expertise to support DHS’ broader
workforce.

I urge my colleagues to continue
Congresswoman Jackson Lee’s legacy
on this most important issue and sup-
port H.R. 3208.

Across DHS’ many component agen-
cies, there is a critical need for cyber-
security expertise to help defend our
homeland.

So long as key cybersecurity posi-
tions sit vacant, we are at greater risk
for damaging cyberattacks that expose
our sensitive information or disrupt
critical infrastructure.

Passing Congresswoman Sheila Jack-
son Lee’s legislation will ensure DHS
employees get the training necessary
to fill cybersecurity job vacancies, and
also, we will be honoring her legacy of
fighting for a stronger cybersecurity
workforce.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 3208, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

I, again, urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 3208, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3208.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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DHS JOINT TASK FORCES
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2024

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (S. 4698) to authorize the
Joint Task Forces of the Department
of Homeland Security, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 4698

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “DHS Joint
Task Forces Reauthorization Act of 2024”".
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO SECTION 708 OF THE

HOMELAND SECURITY ACT OF 2002.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 708(b) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
348(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (9)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘and’ at the
end;

(ii) in clause (iii)(II), by adding ‘‘and” at
the end; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“(iv) a staffing plan for each Joint Task
Force;”’; and

(B) by amending subparagraph (C) to read
as follows:

“(C) not later than December 23, 2024, and
annually thereafter, submit to the commit-
tees specified in subparagraph (B) a report
containing information regarding—

‘(i) the progress in implementing the out-
come-based and other appropriate perform-
ance metrics established pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A)(iii);

‘“(i1) the staffing plan developed for each
Joint Task Force pursuant to subparagraph
(A)({v); and

‘“(iii) any modification to the mission,
strategic goals, and objectives of each Joint
Task Force, and a description of, and ration-
ale for, any such modifications.”’; and

(2) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘2024’ and
inserting ‘‘2026°°.

(b) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall brief—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) Toprics.—Each briefing required under
paragraph (1) shall cover the latest staffing
and resource assessment at Joint Task
Force-East, including—

(A)({) a determination of whether the cur-
rent staffing levels of Joint Task Force-East
are sufficient to successfully advance the
mission, strategic goals, and objectives of
such Joint Task Force; and

(ii) if such determination reveals insuffi-
cient staffing levels, the cost, timeline, and
strategy for increasing such staffing levels;
and

(B)(i) a determination of whether sufficient
resources are being provided for Joint Task
Force-East in accordance with section
708(b)(7)(a) of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (6 U.S.C. 348(b)(7)(a)); and

(ii) if such determination reveals insuffi-
cient resource levels, the cost, timeline, and
strategy for providing any remaining re-
source requirements.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CORREA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on S. 4698.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I rise in support of S. 4698, the DHS
Joint Task Forces Reauthorization Act
of 2024, which extends authorization for
DHS’ Joint Task Force authority until
September 30, 2026.

This critical authority allows DHS to
use multiagency task forces to defend
U.S. borders against terrorism and
other emerging threats in a unity of ef-
fort campaign.

O 1700

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS) for his
leadership on the House companion to
this legislation, H.R. 9460, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that we
are considering the DHS Joint Task
Force Reauthorization Act of 2024.

Right now, DHS operates one joint
task force in the southeastern U.S. and
Caribbean called Joint Task Force
East. Every day, Joint Task Force East
combines the efforts of the U.S. Coast
Guard, Customs and Border Protection,
Homeland Security Investigations, and
other agencies to share intelligence
and counter bad actors who may bring
negative elements to our Nation.

This joint task force also works hand
in hand with the Department of De-
fense and our international partners.
We must ensure that they continue to
detect and dismantle cartels across the
world.

Just this calendar year alone, coali-
tion efforts under Joint Task Force
East have resulted in the interdiction
of hundreds of migrants, over 55,000
kilos of illicit cocaine valued at almost
$2 billion, illegally harvested fish val-
ued at over $900,000, over 350 illegal
firearms, and over 26,000 rounds of am-
munition.

Again, that is nearly $2 billion worth
of illegal narcotics that have been kept
off our American streets and over 350
guns not going into the hands of car-
tels or gang members around the
world.

For the joint task force’s work to
continue, we need to reauthorize the
joint task force authority. At the same
time, Congress needs more information
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on the resources the joint task force
needs to be successful.

This bill reauthorizes the Secretary
of Homeland Security’s ability to cre-
ate and use joint task forces while also
requiring DHS to set up a staffing plan
and share that information with Con-
gress.

With this legislation, we can support
the men and women working to protect
the homeland and give them the re-
sources that they need to do their job
of keeping the American people safe.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Louisiana
(Mr. HIGGINS).

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of S.
4698, the DHS Joint Task Forces Reau-
thorization Act of 2024. I am proud to
lead the House companion to this bill.

This bipartisan and bicameral legis-
lation will extend the Department of
Homeland Security’s joint task force
authority for another 2 years.

Extending this authority allows for a
unified DHS law enforcement approach
to target, dismantle, and disrupt
transnational criminal organizations
and their illegal activities. This coordi-
nation enables personnel from Customs
and Border Protection, Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, the TU.S.
Coast Guard, and others to continue in-
tegrating their existing authorities to
work together to confront complex na-
tional security threats that impact our
Nation’s land, sea, and air borders, and
to combat terrorism, unlawful immi-
gration, maritime mass migration, and
illicit smuggling.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support S. 4698.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

In closing, I thank my colleagues Mr.
HI1GGINS from Louisiana and Mr. SU0zzI
from New York for leading this bill in
this House, and my colleagues from
both sides of the aisle on Homeland Se-
curity for their support. I would also
like to thank Senator PETERS for lead-
ing this bill in the Senate.

During my own travels this year, I
saw the great work that Joint Task
Force East conducts on a day-to-day
basis. This reauthorization makes sure
that their good work continues.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support S. 4698, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port S. 4698, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 4698.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2024

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3764) to extend and authorize
annual appropriations for the United
States Commission on International
Religious Freedom through fiscal year
2026.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3764

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom Reauthorization Act of 2024.

SEC. 2. UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON INTER-
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 207(a) of the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6435(a)) is
amended by striking ‘2023 and 2024’ and in-
serting ‘2025 and 2026°°.

(b) EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION.—Section
209 of the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6436) is amended by
striking ‘‘September 30, 2024’ and inserting
‘““‘September 30, 2026°".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
American Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN)
and the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. MANNING) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, religious persecution is
a tragic reality in many parts of the
world, whether it be against Uyghur
Muslims in China, Christian minorities
in parts of Africa and the Middle East,
the Baha’i in Iran, or religious commu-
nities attempting to worship without
official control by repressive regimes
in Burma, China, or North Korea. Anti-
Semitism is on the rise.

This bipartisan bill, which unani-
mously passed the Senate, will con-
tinue the good work of the United
States Commission on International
Religious Freedom, or USCIRF.

Congress created USCIRF as an inde-
pendent Federal entity in 1998. Al-
though the fundamental freedom of re-
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ligion was under siege around the
world, it did not receive enough atten-
tion in U.S. foreign policy.

USCIRF is a body of experts who
speak out on behalf of persecuted be-
lievers of any faith and push for ac-
countability beyond what the State
Department or the White House may
view as diplomatically comfortable.

The commission’s independent voice
remains critical today, as the State
Department too often pushes religious
freedom to the side.

Although the law requires the de-
partment to designate countries of par-
ticular concern for religious freedom
violations, their list of CPC countries
never includes all the countries that
meet the statutory criteria.

Thankfully, USCIRF continues its
truth telling to identify the other per-
secutors that should be designated.

Those countries include Vietnam,
where Communist authorities severely
repress Christians, Buddhists, and

other believers who attempt to worship
outside of state control. They also in-
clude Nigeria, where Islamist militias
murder Christians with impunity.

They include Afghanistan, where the
brutal Taliban have retaken power and
moved that country back to an intoler-
ant darkness. If any countries are
countries of particular concern for seri-
ous violations of religious freedom,
then those should be among them.

S. 3764 is a simple extension of
USCIRF’s statutory authority so that
the commission can continue its bipar-
tisan, nonsectarian work on behalf of
our Nation’s first freedom, religious
liberty.

I am very pleased that this is a clean
reauthorization and does not include
any of the previous attempts by some
in the other body to make USCIRF
more partisan or to dilute its mandate
with extraneous issues.

Through robust oversight, we also
must work to ensure that USCIRF re-
mains focused on its true, bipartisan
statutory mandate; namely, ‘‘the an-
nual and ongoing review of the facts
and circumstances of violations of reli-
gious freedom.”

I thank Senator RUBIO and his bipar-
tisan colleagues who introduced this
bill in the Senate where it received
unanimous support.

I also recognize the important work
of the chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Global Human Rights Subcommittee,
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH), who is the author of the House
side reauthorization. He has been a
leader on religious freedom issues
throughout his 43-year career in this
House.

We need to pass this bill immediately
to help ensure that freedom of religion
under threat from extremists and au-
thoritarian governments around the
world remains front and center.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of S. 3764, and I thank our Senate col-
leagues, especially Senators MARCO
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RUBIO, BEN CARDIN, and JAMES
LANKFORD, and my dear friend and col-
league, Representative CHRIS SMITH,
for their leadership in advancing this
important measure.

This bill would reauthorize the
United States Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom, or
USCIRF, which was established nearly
26 years ago as an independent, bipar-
tisan U.S. Government advisory body
to monitor and report annually on reli-
gious freedom abroad and make policy
recommendations to the President, the
Secretary of State, and Congress.

Mr. Speaker, the right of each indi-
vidual to freely practice his or her reli-
gion or hold nonreligious beliefs is a
fundamental human right. Yet, every-
day individuals and communities
around the world are subject to esca-
lating violence, persecution, and dis-
crimination simply for practicing their
beliefs.

USCIRF’s 2024 report outlines serious
violations of religious freedom and
highlights some concerning global de-
velopments, including laws restricting
religious freedom like blasphemy laws,
anti-conversion laws, and restrictions
on religious garb, governments engaged
in transnational repression to silence
religious minorities and their advo-
cates abroad, and the disturbing global
rise of anti-Semitism during 2023 and
2024.

USCIRF has done an excellent job
highlighting the threat that anti-Semi-
tism poses to religious freedom, includ-
ing issuing an important report on
anti-Semitism in Europe in 2021, as
well as highlighting the growing num-
ber of national strategies and other ini-
tiatives around the world to combat
this trend.

This year, USCIRF noted the signifi-
cant increase in anti-Semitic hate
crimes following the October 7, 2023,
Hamas terrorist attacks against Israel
in which Jews around the world were
collectively blamed for the actions of
the Israeli Government. USCIRF con-
tinues to document anti-Semitic tropes
being weaponized in elections, Holo-
caust distortion and denial, and even
the impact of laws prohibiting ritual
slaughter on religious freedom.

Throughout this time, it has dili-
gently followed its mission to advance
international freedom of religion or be-
lief by independently assessing and un-
flinchingly confronting threats to this
fundamental right.

Mr. Speaker, USCIRF is needed more
than ever. By reauthorizing USCIRF,
we will ensure the commission will be
able to continue to defend and promote
religious freedom by conducting re-
search, publishing reports and analysis
for the public, and offering rec-
ommendations to policymakers on reli-
gious freedom violations around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, I en-
courage my colleagues to support its
passage, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, religious freedom flows
from the inherent dignity of every
human person and should be protected
wherever it is threatened.

The United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom re-
mains an independent voice on behalf
of religious Dbelievers everywhere.
USCIRF will continue to enjoy bipar-
tisan support so long as they focus on
their core mandate, which is the pro-
tection of religious liberty around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, at-
tempts to distort definitions of reli-
gious freedom to cover unrelated or
partisan issues will quickly squander
that support and endanger the exten-
sion of USCIRF’s mandate in the fu-
ture. S. 3764 will ensure that the Com-
mission continues its nonpartisan mis-
sion of promoting the right of religious
liberty that we hold so dear as a na-
tion. It deserves our unanimous sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, this bill would allow
USCIRF to continue its important
work of advising Congress, engaging
with the executive branch, monitoring
religious freedom abroad, and raising
public awareness.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
Representative CHRIS SMITH and Sen-
ators MARCO RUBIO, BEN CARDIN, and
JAMES LANKFORD, for their hard work
on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of S. 3764, the United
States Commission on International Religious
Freedom Reauthorization Act of 2024.

This is a simple, clean, 3-sentence bill that
reauthorizes the Commission, popularly known
as USCIRF, for 2025 and 2026. It does so by
amending the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998 in the authorization of appropria-
tions merely by updating the years of author-
ization and expiration. This has become the
tradition: clean, simple, 2-year reauthoriza-
tions, and we should stick to this.

It's vital that we reauthorize USCIRF be-
cause it is the linchpin of the entire program
Congress created to promote religious free-
dom through the International Religious Free-
dom Act of 1998. USCIRF’s high-quality re-
porting and high-profile commissioners influ-
ence the State Department’s work on religious
freedom, making it more honest and effective.

USCIRF is tasked with defending the uni-
versal right to freedom of religion or belief
abroad, reviewing reports of religious freedom
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violations and making policy recommendations
to the President, the Secretary of State, and
Congress. USCIRF Commissioners are ap-
pointed by the President and the congres-
sional leadership of both political parties. In
May, Speaker JOHNSON appointed our former
colleague the Honorable Vicky Hartzler to the
Commission, and none of you will be sur-
prised to hear that she’s been a very active
and engaged commissioner.

It was my very good friend Chairman Frank
Wolf, who, in 1998, with great legislative skill,
commitment and driving passion, pushed a
supportive Congress but highly reluctant White
House into enacting a singularly important
human rights law—the International Religious
Freedom Act (IRFA). Frank Wolf's law made
the protection and promotion of religious free-
dom a serious priority in U.S. foreign policy by
creating an Ambassador at Large for Religious
Freedom, by establishing the Office of Inter-
national Religious Freedom at the Department
of State—which among other duties, compiles
the International Religious Freedom Reports
on every country in the world—and by crafting
the independent-minded U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom, the subject of
today’s reauthorization.

Importantly, Frank Wolf's landmark law also
created a system for naming and taking action
against Countries of Particular Concern, or
CPCs. History has shown that when the U.S.
elevates religious freedom and that priority is
conveyed to Countries of Particular Concern,
conditions often change for the better, pris-
oners of conscience gain their freedom and
progress is made in the free or at least freer
exercise of religious liberty.

As the author of the Frank R. Wolf Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act, which up-
dated Frank’s legislation in 2016, | follow the
implementation of this law very closely. Since
its founding, the International Religious Free-
dom Commission has issued 25 annual re-
ports and recommended that 25 countries be
designated CPCs—17 of them have ultimately
been designated by the State Department.
The IRFC acts as a true watchdog, recom-
mending with incisive commentary that more
countries be designated as Countries of Par-
ticular Concern than the State Department
regularly designates. This demonstrates that
USCIRF is a genuinely outside force, a con-
structive influence on the State Department.
Convincing the State Department to heed the
recommendations of USCIRF can be a proc-
ess that takes years, and some administra-
tions are more difficult to convince than oth-
ers.

In this respect the Biden administration has
been one of the worst. Nigeria is the most
egregious case of all. USCIRF has rec-
ommended CPC status—after all, almost
5,000 Christians were killed there for their faith
last year, with rampant government complicity.
This is no-brainer—but not for the Biden-Har-
ris Administration, which attributes this modern
martyrdom to climate change and tribal con-
flict. This is egregious. Over 90 percent of
Christians killed for their faith last year, in the
entire world, were killed in Nigeria. USCIRF,
however, calls it like it is and pulls no
punches.

Mr. Speaker, USCIRF in recent years has
been more effective than at any point in its
history. lts recent chairs and commissioners
have raised the profile and credibility of the
Commission. | can say today that the U.S.
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Commission on International Religious Free-
dom is the U.S. government’s strongest and
most respected voice for victims of religious
persecution worldwide.

Mr. Speaker, USCIRF’s mission is to mon-
itor religious freedom violations globally and
make policy recommendation to the U.S. gov-
ernment—that’s a big mission, and it's always
commanded bipartisan support. S. 3764 and
its House companion, H.R. 7025, which has
identical language and was introduced by my-
self and my good friend Rep. ESHOO, has to-
gether an equal number of Republican and
Democrat co-sponsors. | believe Speaker
JOHNSON’s most recent appointments to the
Commission, our former colleague Vicky-
Hartzler and Maureen Ferguson, will help
keep it on course. Congress will continue to
do its part.

USCIREF is important to millions of our con-
stituents of all faiths. | urge my colleagues to
support S. 3764 and reauthorize the United
States Commission on International Religious
Freedom.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from American
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, S. 3764.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

GAO DATABASE MODERNIZATION
ACT OF 2023

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
679) to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to require Federal
agencies to submit to the Comptroller
General of the United States a report
on rules that are revoked, suspended,
replaced, amended, or otherwise made
ineffective.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 679

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “GAO Data-
base Modernization Act of 2023"".

SEC. 2. RULES NO LONGER IN EFFECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 801(a)(1) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘(D) For any rule submitted under sub-
paragraph (A), if the Federal agency promul-
gating the rule, in whole or in part, revokes,
suspends, replaces, amends, or otherwise
makes the rule ineffective, or the rule is
made ineffective for any other reason, the
Federal agency shall submit to the Comp-
troller General a report containing—

‘(i) the title of the rule;

‘‘(ii) the Federal Register citation for the
rule, if any;

‘‘(iii) the date on which rule was submitted
to the Comptroller General; and
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‘“(iv) a description of the provisions of the
rule that are being revoked, suspended, re-
placed, amended, or otherwise made ineffec-
tive.”.

(b) SUNSET.—Effective on the date that is 6
yvears after the date of enactment of this
Act, section 801(a)(1) of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by striking subparagraph
(D), as added by subsection (a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BENTZ) and the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 679.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
679, the GAO Database Modernization
Act. This is an important piece of leg-
islation that would help Congress, the
Government Accountability Office, and
the public keep track of the rule-
making activities of the administra-
tive state.

Under the Congressional Review Act,
administrative agencies are required to
notify Congress and the GAO when that
agency enacts a new rule. This notifi-
cation process allows Congress to re-
view and, if necessary, consider a reso-
lution to reject the new rule within a
certain period of time.

The notification process also allows
the GAO to maintain a publicly avail-
able database of all rules. This publicly
available database allows the Amer-
ican people to access information
about the rules and regulations that
govern their lives.

One downside, however, is that,
under current law, agencies, although
required to publish new rules, are not
required to notify Congress or the GAO
if they amend or eliminate a rule. This
can lead to significant confusion. If the
GAO is not notified of a change to or
revocation of a rule, then it is unable
to maintain an up-to-date database for
the American people.

Further, because agencies are not re-
quired to notify Congress when a rule
is modified or eliminated, many activi-
ties undertaken by the administrative
state occur without any oversight.

As a result, the American people may
view out-of-date information when
searching for details about regulations,
and Congress does not have easy access
to all the information required to ef-
fectively conduct oversight of the ad-
ministrative state.

S. 679 seeks to remedy this problem.
The GAO Database Modernization Act
will require administrative agencies to
notify the GAO whenever they amend,
suspend, or eliminate any rule.

This bill would allow the GAO to
maintain a comprehensive database,
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tracking all administrative rule-
making developments, not just newly
enacted rules. This commonsense, nar-
rowly tailored, and bipartisan proposal
will ensure that the American people
have access to complete and correct in-
formation about the rules that govern
their lives.

It will also allow Congress to better
monitor the regulatory developments
of the administrative state and ensure
that Members of Congress are appro-
priately informed of the regulatory
state of play.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the GAO Database Mod-
ernization Act would amend the Con-
gressional Review Act to require Fed-
eral agencies to report to the GAO cer-
tain information about agency rules
that are made ineffective due to an
agency action or other reason.

The Congressional Review Act, or
CRA, requires an agency to submit a
report to both Houses of Congress and
to GAO whenever it promulgates a
rule. This reporting requirement en-
ables Congress to be kept regularly in-
formed of rulemaking activity by all
administrative agencies.

GAO has created a publicly accessible
database which tracks all rules sub-
mitted by the agencies. However, agen-
cies do not currently report updates,
suspensions, or alterations of rules to
GAO unless any modifications are part
of a newly promulgated regulation.

To increase transparency, this legis-
lation amends the CRA to require
agencies to submit a report to GAO on
rules that are revoked, suspended,
amended, or otherwise made ineffec-
tive.

While I do not oppose this legisla-
tion, I do note that I have concerns
with the underlying Congressional Re-
view Act, and I hope that we will have
an opportunity to examine whether the
law is operating as intended.

The CRA, which provides a fast-track
process whereby Congress can overturn
an agency regulation, could be misused
to undermine lifesaving regulations to
protect public health and safety.

Regulations take significant time,
resources, public input, and expertise
to craft, but the CRA allows narrow,
partisan majorities in Congress to do
away with them without any of the de-
liberative processes that went into
making them.

Since the CRA also prohibits an
agency from issuing another rule ‘‘in
substantially the same form” without
congressional authorization, it allows
Congress to tie an agency’s hands well
into the future.

I hope this legislation is a modest
improvement to oversight and trans-
parency, but I hope that this is just the
beginning of a larger conversation
about the CRA and its impact on the
regulatory process.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close. I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, although I hope that we
can engage in a broader conversation
about the Congressional Review Act, I
appreciate that this bill provides addi-
tional transparency into the regu-
latory process.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port it, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BENTZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 679.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

IMPACTT HUMAN TRAFFICKING
ACT

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
670) to improve services for trafficking
victims by establishing, in Homeland
Security Investigations, the Investiga-
tors Maintain Purposeful Awareness to
Combat Trafficking Trauma Program
and the Victim Assistance Program.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 670

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “IMPACTT
Human Trafficking Act”’.

SEC. 2. INVESTIGATORS MAINTAIN PURPOSEFUL
AWARENESS TO COMBAT TRAF-
FICKING TRAUMA PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established,
in Homeland Security Investigations of U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the
Investigators Maintain Purposeful Aware-
ness to Combat Trafficking Trauma Program
(referred to in this Act as the “IMPACTT
Program”).

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The IMPACTT Program
shall—

(1) provide outreach and training to Home-
land Security Investigations employees who
have been exposed to various forms of trau-
ma in working with victims of human traf-
ficking, including—

(A) self-awareness training for the relevant
employees on recognizing the signs of burn-
out, compassion fatigue, critical incident
stress, traumatic stress, posttraumatic
stress, secondary traumatic stress, and vi-
carious trauma;

(B) training material that—

(i) provides mechanisms for self-care and
resilience and notification of resources that
are available through U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, such as the Employee
Assistance Program, the Peer Support Pro-
gram, the Chaplain Program, and other rel-
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evant accredited programs that are avail-
able; and

(ii) provides examples of potential re-
sources that are available outside of U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, which
may include, faith-based and community-
based resources; and

(C) provide additional training to first line
supervisors of relevant employees on recog-
nizing the signs referred to in subparagraph
(A) and the appropriate responses to employ-
ees exhibiting such signs;

(2) include training modules that are car-
ried out by—

(A) licensed and accredited
who—

(i) have been trained on the exposure of
various forms of trauma and other stressors
experienced in working with victims; and

(ii) may have experience working with
faith-based organizations, community-based
organizations, counseling programs, or other
social service programs; and

(B) additional subject matter experts who
are available; and

(3) be overseen and coordinated by the De-
partment of Homeland Security Center for
Countering Human Trafficking to ensure
that—

(A) appropriate program materials are dis-
tributed;

(B) training is offered to all relevant em-
ployees; and

(C) any needed travel and equipment is
provided.

SEC. 3. HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS
VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title IV of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
251 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 447. HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGA-
TIONS VICTIM ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) FORENSIC INTERVIEW SPECIALIST.—The
term ‘forensic interview specialist’ is an
interview professional who has specialized
experience and training in conducting trau-
ma-informed forensic interviews with vic-
tims of crime.

‘“(2) VicTiM.—The term ‘victim’ has the
meaning given such term in section 503(e)(2)
of the Victims’ Rights and Restitution Act
of 1990 (34 U.S.C. 20141(e)(2)).

“(3) VICTIM ASSISTANCE SPECIALIST.—The
term ‘victim assistance specialist’ is a vic-
tim assistance professional who—

‘“(A) has experience working with victims
of crime in a service capacity;

‘(B) has been trained on the exposure of
various forms of trauma and other stressors
experienced in working with victims; and

‘(C) may have experience working with
local government and community-based or-
ganizations, including victim advocacy cen-
ters, child advocacy centers, child welfare
agencies, faith-based organizations, and
other social service programs.

‘“(b) IN GENERAL.—There is established, in
Homeland Security Investigations of U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the
Victim Assistance Program.

‘“(c) FuUNCTIONS.—The Victim Assistance
Program shall—

‘(1) provide oversight, guidance, training,
travel, equipment, and coordination to
Homeland Security Investigations victim as-
sistance personnel throughout the United
States;

‘“(2) recruit not fewer than—

‘““(A) 1 forensic interview specialist and 1
victim assistance specialist for each Home-
land Security Investigations Special Agent
in Charge office;

‘“(B) 1 victim assistance specialist for—
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‘(i) every Homeland Security Investiga-
tions office participating in a human traf-
ficking task force; and

‘‘(ii) every Homeland Security Investiga-
tions office participating in a child sexual
exploitation task force;

“(3) support Homeland Security Investiga-
tions regional attaché offices, to the extent
necessary;

‘‘(4) provide training regarding victims’
rights, victim-related policies, roles of foren-
sic interviewers and victim assistance spe-
cialists, and an approach that is—

““(A) victim-centered;

‘(B) trauma-informed; and

‘(C) linguistically appropriate, to the ex-
tent feasible; and

‘() purchase emergency items that are
needed to assist identified victims in Home-
land Security Investigations criminal inves-
tigations, including food, clothing, hygiene
products, transportation, and temporary
shelter that is not otherwise provided by a
nongovernmental organization.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The Homeland Security Act of 2002
(Public Law 107-296) is amended—

(1) in section 1(b) (6 U.S.C. 101 note)—

(A) by striking the item relating to section
442 and inserting the following:

“Sec. 442. U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.”’;
and
(B) by inserting after the item relating to
section 446 the following:

‘“Sec. 447. Homeland Security Investigations
Victim Assistance Program.’’;

(2) in section 442—

(A) by amending the section heading to
read as follows: ‘‘U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUS-
TOMS ENFORCEMENT’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘bureau’ each place such
term appears (except in subsection (a)(1))
and inserting ‘‘agency’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘the Bureau of Border Se-
curity” each place such term appears and in-
serting ““U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement’’;

(D) in subsection (a)—

(i) in the subsection heading, by striking
‘“OF BUREAU"’;

(ii) in paragraph (3)(C), by striking ‘‘affect-
ing the Bureau of”’ and inserting ‘‘affecting
U.S.”; and

(iii) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘the Bu-
reau.” and inserting ‘‘the agency.’’; and

(E) in subsection (b)(2)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘Bureau of Border Security”’
and inserting ‘“U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the
Bureau of”’ before ‘‘Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services’ and inserting ‘“U.S.”’; and

(3) in section 443(2), by striking ‘‘such bu-
reau’’ and inserting ‘‘such agency’’.

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after, the Secretary of Homeland Security
shall submit a report to Congress that iden-
tifies, with respect to the reporting period—

(1) the number of trainings that were pro-
vided through the IMPACTT Program and
the number of personnel who received such
training; and

(2) the number of human trafficking vic-
tims who were assisted by the Homeland Se-
curity Investigations Victim Assistance Pro-
gram.

SEC. 5. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.

No additional funds are authorized to be
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out
this Act.
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SEC. 6. SUNSET.

This Act and the amendments made by
this Act shall cease to have force or effect
beginning on October 1, 2030.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BENTZ) and the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 670.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Investigators Main-
tain Purposeful Awareness to Combat
Trafficking Trauma Program and the
Victim Assistance Program, IMPACTT
Human Trafficking Act, provides for
outreach and training to Homeland Se-
curity Investigations employees who
have been exposed to various forms of
trauma while working with victims of
human trafficking.

Thousands of men, women, and chil-
dren are exploited through sex or labor
in the United States. Traffickers might
use violence, manipulation, and false
promises of jobs or even romantic rela-
tionships to lure victims into traf-
ficking situations. We have heard
about these issues extensively in two
victim-focused hearings in the House
Judiciary Committee in this Congress.

Human trafficking not only leaves
victims and survivors with lasting
trauma, but it also affects the dedi-
cated professionals who are responsible
for investigating these crimes. Home-
land Security Investigations is a com-
ponent of and the main investigative
body within the Department of Home-
land Security.

HSI investigates all types of
transnational crimes, but they serve as
the leading Federal agency combating
the evils of human trafficking, human
smuggling, and child exploitation.

HSI works with more than 120 Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement
human trafficking task forces across
the United States. Through these task
forces, HSI agents work with victim
services organizations, community-
based organizations, faith-based orga-
nizations, and others to raise aware-
ness of human trafficking and generate
investigative leads.

While we all have a role in putting a
stop to human trafficking, HSI stands
on the front lines to identify and cap-
ture traffickers and predators, and
then to hold these criminals account-
able.

We cannot thank these brave men
and women enough for all they do to
protect victims, both in the United
States and abroad. This bill would
make permanent the Investigators
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Maintain Purposeful Awareness to
Combat Trafficking Trauma,
IMPACTT, program within HSI that
provides outreach and training to in-
vestigators, interviewers, victim as-
sistance specialists, and other partners
who have been exposed to trauma while
working with victims of human traf-
ficking.

These trainings would include the
available resources to help cope with
burnout, stress, compassion fatigue,
and trauma.

The bill also makes the HSI victim
assistance program permanent, which
provides important guidance on victim
assistance and monitors compliance
with Federal crime victim statutes.

Lastly, this legislation increases the
number of victim assistance specialists
to ensure that every office partici-
pating in a human trafficking or child
exploitation task force will have an as-
signed victim assistance specialist.

This legislation already passed the
Senate under unanimous consent.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

0 1730

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 670, the IMPACTT
Human Trafficking Act, is bipartisan
legislation that has a dual purpose. It
would establish the program within the
DHS’ Homeland Security Investigation
unit, or HSI. It would also codify and
expand the HSI Victim Assistance Pro-
gram.

By establishing the IMPACTT pro-
gram, this bill would ensure that out-
reach and training are available to HSI
agents, forensic interviewers, survivor
assistance specialists, task force offi-
cers, and other partners who work with
survivors of human trafficking.

This work can be extremely taxing,
exposing these individuals to the trau-
ma of those they are working to help.
By ensuring that these individuals re-
ceive support, such as through training
to help recognize burnout and sec-
ondary traumatic stress, this legisla-
tion would help them be more effec-
tive, reduce turnover, and ensure that
they can continue the important work
of fighting human trafficking and as-
sisting survivors.

The second component of this legisla-
tion would enhance the HSI Victim As-
sistance Program to ensure that every
human trafficking survivor identified
by HSI is assigned a survivor assist-
ance specialist and that this program
provides survivors with the support
they need.

Survivor assistance specialists are a
critical component of HSI's survivor-
centered approach to addressing human
trafficking. These specialists connect
survivors to resources they might need
and might not otherwise be aware of,
help survivors understand their inves-
tigative and prosecutorial process, and
train other law enforcement and pri-
vate-sector partners so that survivors
receive assistance that is survivor-cen-

September 23, 2024

tered, trauma-informed, and linguis-
tically appropriate.

Currently, only the largest HSI field
offices have a victim assistance spe-
cialist, but this legislation would en-
sure that every HSI office with a
human trafficking or child exploitation
task force would have a survivor assist-
ance specialist to carry out this impor-
tant work.

The Victim Assistance Program also
provides forensic interview support so
that survivors are not retraumatized
during investigative interviews, and
this bill would ensure that more sur-
vivors receive that support.

Finally, this bill would help address
the immediate needs of survivors of
human trafficking by providing funds
for clothing, food, transportation, hy-
giene products, and temporary shelter.

This benefits the survivors by pro-
moting their safety and reducing the
chances that they end up back under
the control of a trafficker. It also pre-
vents crime and future victimization
by increasing the chances that sur-
vivors are willing and able to assist law
enforcement in bringing the perpetra-
tors of trafficking to justice.

As the State’s attorney of Prince
George’s County, I saw some of the
harrowing experiences survivors of
human trafficking experienced. This
bipartisan legislation would provide
important support to help them as well
as those who work with them.

I commend Senator PETERS and my
House colleagues who jointly led the
companion to this bill: Representatives
JOYCE, T1TUS, WAGNER, and SLOTKIN. It
is truly encouraging to see a bipar-
tisan, bicameral bill that supports the
survivors of human trafficking, and I
hope we can all work together on more
bipartisan legislation like this in the
future.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in support of this
important legislation, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. JOYCE).

Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of the
IMPACTT Human Trafficking Act,
which I introduced alongside Senator
PETERS early last year.

Thousands of men, women, and chil-
dren are victimized by human traf-
fickers in the United States each year.
Ohio is consistently ranked among the
States most heavily impacted by
human trafficking incidents. Traf-
fickers threaten, deceive, and manipu-
late their victims, forcing them into
what amounts to modern-day slavery.

As a former prosecutor, I understand
the importance of caring for victims,
punishing perpetrators, and ensuring
that law enforcement personnel also
receive the resources and attention
they need when investigating these
heinous crimes.

This bill would codify and expand the
Victim Assistance Program at HSI to
provide much-needed support for vic-
tims and other individuals impacted by
human trafficking.
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The bill also makes permanent a pro-
gram focused on promoting the well-
being of HSI employees and partners
who are repeatedly exposed to trauma
and stress during the course of their
work with victims and associated in-
vestigations. These law enforcement
personnel are consistently exposed to
some of the worst humanity has to
offer, and they are working to protect
the most vulnerable. We should do ev-
erything in our power to safeguard
their well-being and make sure they
have the resources they need to protect
their mental health and continue to do
this admirable work.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Senator PETERS
for his continued leadership on this
issue and my colleagues in the House
for their critical partnership on this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my
colleagues to support this bill today.

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, S. 670, the
IMPACTT Human Trafficking Act,
would enable more survivors to partici-
pate in the investigation and prosecu-
tion of the crimes committed against
them and prevent future trafficking
crimes. I support this bipartisan legis-
lation, and I encourage my colleagues
to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to support this necessary
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BENTZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 670.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

BUILDING CHIPS IN AMERICA ACT
OF 2023

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
2228) to amend the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 to clar-
ify the scope of a major Federal action
under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 with respect to certain
projects relating to the production of
semiconductors, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2228

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Building
Chips in America Act of 2023,

SEC. 2. SEMICONDUCTOR PROGRAM.

Title XCIX of division H of the William M.
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 U.S.C.
4651 et seq.) is amended—
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(1) in section 9902 (15 U.S.C. 4652)—

(A) by redesignating subsections (h) and (i)
as subsections (i) and (j), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after subsection (g) the
following:

“(h) AUTHORITY RELATING TO ENVIRON-
MENTAL REVIEW.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the provision by the
Secretary of Federal financial assistance for
a project described in this section that satis-
fies the requirements under subsection
(a)(2)(C)(i) of this section shall not be consid-
ered to be a major Federal action under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) (referred to in this
subsection as ‘NEPA’) or an undertaking for
the purposes of division A of subtitle III of
title 54, United States Code, if—

‘“(A) the activity described in the applica-
tion for that project has commenced not
later than December 31, 2024;

‘(B) the Federal financial assistance pro-
vided is in the form of a loan or loan guar-
antee; or

‘“(C) the Federal financial assistance pro-
vided, excluding any loan or loan guarantee,
comprises not more than 10 percent of the
total estimated cost of the project.

‘“(2) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
section may be construed as altering wheth-
er an activity described in subparagraph (A),
(B), or (C) of paragraph (1) is considered to be
a major Federal action under NEPA, or an
undertaking under division A of subtitle IIT
of title 54, United States Code, for a reason
other than that the activity is eligible for
Federal financial assistance provided under
this section.”’; and

(2) in section 9909 (15 U.S.C. 4659), by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(c) LEAD FEDERAL AGENCY AND COOPER-
ATING AGENCIES.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘lead agency’ has the meaning given
the term in section 111 of NEPA (42 U.S.C.
4336e).

‘(2) OPTION TO SERVE AS LEAD AGENCY.—
With respect to a covered activity that is a
major Federal action under NEPA, and with
respect to which the Department of Com-
merce is authorized or required by law to
issue an authorization or take action for or
relating to that covered activity, the Depart-
ment of Commerce shall have the first right
to serve as the lead agency with respect to
that covered activity under NEPA.

“(d) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF CATEGORICAL EXCLU-
SIONS.—Each of the following categorical ex-
clusions is established for the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology with re-
spect to a covered activity and, beginning on
the date of enactment of this subsection, is
available for use by the Secretary with re-
spect to a covered activity:

““(A) Categorical exclusion 17.04.d (relating
to the acquisition of machinery and equip-
ment) in the document entitled ‘EDA Pro-
gram to Implement the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 and Other Federal
Environmental Mandates As Required’ (Di-
rective No. 17.02-2; effective date October 14,
1992).

‘“(B) Categorical exclusion A9 in Appendix
A to subpart D of part 1021 of title 10, Code
of Federal Regulations, or any successor reg-
ulation.

“(C) Categorical exclusions B1.24, B1.31,
B2.5, and B5.1 in Appendix B to subpart D of
part 1021 of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any successor regulation.

‘(D) The categorical exclusions described
in paragraphs (4) and (13) of section 50.19(b)
of title 24, Code of Federal Regulations, or
any successor regulation.
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‘“‘(E) Categorical exclusion (c)(1) in Appen-
dix B to part 651 of title 32, Code of Federal
Regulations, or any successor regulation.

‘“(F) Categorical exclusions A2.3.8 and
A2.3.14 in Appendix B to part 989 of title 32,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation.

‘(2) ADDITIONAL CATEGORICAL EXCLU-
SIONS.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, each of the following shall be treated
as a category of action categorically ex-
cluded from the requirements relating to en-
vironmental assessments and environmental
impact statements under section 1501.4 of
title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, or any
successor regulation:

‘‘(A) The provision by the Secretary of any
Federal financial assistance for a project de-
scribed in section 9902, if the facility that is
the subject of the project is on or adjacent to
a site—

‘(i) that is owned or leased by the covered
entity to which Federal financial assistance
is provided for that project; and

‘‘(ii) on which, as of the date on which the
Secretary provides that Federal financial as-
sistance, substantially similar construction,
expansion, or modernization is being or has
been carried out, such that the facility
would not more than double existing devel-
oped acreage or on-site supporting infra-
structure.

‘“(B) The provision by the Secretary of De-
fense of any Federal financial assistance re-
lating to—

‘(i) the creation, expansion, or moderniza-
tion of one or more facilities described in the
second sentence of section 9903(a)(1); or

‘“(ii) carrying out section 9903(b), as in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this sub-
section.

‘“(C) Any activity undertaken by the Sec-
retary relating to carrying out section 9906,
as in effect on the date of enactment of this
subsection.

‘‘(e) INCORPORATION OF PRIOR PLANNING DE-
CISIONS.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘prior studies and decisions’ means
baseline data, planning documents, studies,
analyses, decisions, and documentation that
a Federal agency has completed for a project
(or that have been completed under the laws
and procedures of a State or Indian Tribe),
including for determining the reasonable
range of alternatives for that project.

‘“(2) RELIANCE ON PRIOR STUDIES AND DECI-
SIONS.—In completing an environmental re-
view under NEPA for a covered activity, the
Secretary may consider and, as appropriate,
rely on or adopt prior studies and decisions,
if the Secretary determines that—

“‘(A) those prior studies and decisions meet
the standards for an adequate statement, as-
sessment, or determination under applicable
procedures of the Department of Commerce
implementing the requirements of NEPA;

‘(B) in the case of prior studies and deci-
sions completed under the laws and proce-
dures of a State or Indian Tribe, those laws
and procedures are of equal or greater rigor
than those of each applicable Federal law,
including NEPA, implementing procedures of
the Department of Commerce; or

‘(C) if applicable, the prior studies and de-
cisions are informed by other analysis or
documentation that would have been pre-
pared if the prior studies and decisions were
prepared by the Secretary under NEPA.

‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED ACTIVITY.—The term ‘covered
activity’ means any activity relating to the
construction, expansion, or modernization of
a facility, the investment in which is eligible
for Federal financial assistance under sec-
tion 9902 or 9906.
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“(2) NEPA.—The term ‘NEPA’ means the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. LEE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 2228,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
2228, the Building Chips in America
Act. This is a companion to H.R. 4549,
which was introduced in the House by
Representative KIGGANS along with
Representatives PETERS, WILLIAMS,
ALLRED, and McCAUL.

The Building Chips in America Act is
fundamentally about our competitive-
ness and national security.

Semiconductor chips have become es-
sential to the way we live and work.
They power our phones, medical de-
vices, cars, and computers. They are
not only essential to our economic se-
curity but our national security, as
well. Yet, the U.S. is dependent on for-
eign countries for access to chips.

The Chinese Communist Party has
made it clear that it wants to domi-
nate the globe in key technology areas,
and part of their strategy is to increase
China’s share of the semiconductor
market through both investment and
acquisition.

U.S. technology companies obtain as
much as 90 percent of their semicon-
ductor chips from Taiwan, which is a
huge risk given the geopolitical situa-
tion in the region.

When Congress passed the CHIPS for
America Act in 2020 and the CHIPS and
Science Act in 2022, the intention was
to address this lack of domestic chip
production to make us more competi-
tive, and it is starting to work. Since
we passed these bills, we have seen
companies throughout the supply chain
announcing billions of dollars in new
investments in domestic chip manufac-
turing.

Unfortunately, these projects are
being required to undergo a lengthy
National Environmental Policy Act re-
view. These reviews drag on for a long
time. The Council on Environmental
Quality reports that it takes an aver-
age of 4% years to complete this proc-
ess. That defeats the goal of quickly
scaling up chips production in the
United States.

Not only do NEPA reviews delay on-
going construction, but they also dis-
courage future investments in chip pro-
duction. This bill addresses that issue
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by streamlining the permit require-
ments so we can quickly build up our
semiconductor manufacturing. It clari-
fies that certain CHIPS projects are
not subject to NEPA reviews, and it
improves efficiency by ensuring that
the Commerce Department is the lead
agency to carry out NEPA reviews for
the projects that are subject to these
requirements.

It also gives Commerce more tools to
complete environmental reviews.

Finally, it limits the timeline for
court challenges to these reviews.

In short, it allows Commerce to be
flexible in how it promotes growth
while still ensuring environmental pro-
tections.

We cannot afford to stunt our own
progress in chip manufacturing because
we are following a flawed bureaucratic
process.

Mr. Speaker, I also note that address-
ing environmental permitting is an
issue that extends well beyond chip
production. My colleague BRUCE
WESTERMAN, chairman of the Natural
Resources Committee, has championed
the need to comprehensively address
NEPA and 1its unintended con-
sequences. I appreciate his effort to
make NEPA work better for the Amer-
ican people.

Today’s bill is narrower in scope than
what Chairman WESTERMAN has pro-
posed. While it doesn’t address NEPA
in its entirety, I believe this is a step
in the right direction.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
in the House who have sponsored this
bill, as well as our Senate counter-
parts, and I urge everyone to support
this important reform. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to S.
2228, the Building Chips in America
Act.

I can’t begin to tell you how frus-
trating it is that we are here consid-
ering a bill that hasn’t had a single
hearing or the slightest bit of real
scrutiny, but here we are because
Speaker JOHNSON thinks it is a pri-
ority.

Now we need to set the record
straight for the sake of our commu-
nities’ health and safety and basic
common sense.

Let’s talk about the history of semi-
conductor manufacturing for a second.
In 1947, Silicon Valley was the birth-
place of the modern semiconductor, the
backbone of our tech industry, but that
birth left behind some pretty deep
scars.

Semiconductor manufacturing has
never been clean. It has left behind pol-
lution, toxic waste, and even poisoned
workers. Silicon Valley still holds the
record for the most Superfund sites in
the country. We are talking mis-
carriages, cancer, and entire commu-
nities still dealing with the fallout
today. It is serious.
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As we work to bring semiconductor
manufacturing back to the U.S., we
must do it right this time. We cannot
afford to repeat the devastating mis-
takes of the past, and we don’t need to.

What does this bill want us to do?

It intends to throw all those lessons
out the window and bring back the
same toxic mess we saw in Silicon Val-
ley, only bigger.

Are we really going to let this dis-
aster play out again in places like
Palm Bay, Florida; Colorado Springs,
Colorado; Clay, New York; or St.
Peters, Missouri?

These are the communities on the
line, all home to semiconductor plants
getting funding under the CHIPS and
Science Act.

Polluting our communities and put-
ting families in harm’s way is a policy
choice. We have cleaned up a lot of the
mess in Silicon Valley, and we have
proven that semiconductor manufac-
turing can be done without hurting
workers or the environment.

Democrats worked to pass the CHIPS
and Science Act to ensure that when
we invest in America’s future, we do it
the right way.

We made sure these investments ben-
efit all Americans, not just a select
few, and we have Secretary Raimondo
and the Biden-Harris administration
making sure that taxpayer dollars
being spent on this are stewarded with
care.

So far, those investments are already
showing results across the country, and
it is just the beginning, but this bill
wants to scrap all that progress.

It would wipe out environmental re-
views and public input under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act for
semiconductor facilities.

That means no guarantees, no checks
to make sure companies aren’t using
our money to harm the very people
paying those taxes.

Let me tell you something else: The
rush is fake. Republicans keep saying
that environmental red tape is slowing
down progress, but that is just not
true.

Secretary Raimondo has testified
that things are moving along just fine.
We even made sure the agency got
enough funding to handle the work-
load.

What we are looking at is a dan-
gerous, pointless bill that doesn’t solve
any real problems. In fact, it creates
new ones, ones that could put the
health and safety of countless Ameri-
cans at risk.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to stand with me in opposing
this bill so we can do it the right way.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Mrs. KIGGANS) to speak on the
bill.

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of S.
2228, the Building Chips in America
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Act, the Senate version of bipartisan
legislation I introduced last year to
bring semiconductor manufacturing
back to the United States.

Last year, 120 Members of Congress
signed a letter to House and Senate
leadership urging its inclusion in the
National Defense Authorization Act.

Semiconductors go in everything
from cell phones to innovative tech-
nologies that support American en-
ergy, powerful new AI tools, key weap-
ons systems keeping Americans safe at
home and abroad, and the list goes on.
Despite this, the U.S. is home to only
10 percent of global semiconductor pro-
duction.

Thankfully, the 2022 CHIPS and
Science Act authorized nearly $40 bil-
lion in grant funding to reshore this
critical manufacturing capability for
which we have historically relied al-
most entirely on China.

This monumental investment in our
domestic industry has spurred compa-
nies up and down the semiconductor
supply chain to start bringing new
manufacturing projects to our shores.

However, existing requirements by
the National Environmental Policy
Act, NEPA, threaten to delay semicon-
ductor projects already underway and
discourage future investment in domes-
tic semiconductor manufacturing.

A recent study from Georgetown Uni-
versity found the United States builds
semiconductor fabs at a slower rate
than the rest of the world.

To put it simply, we cannot allow
Federal bureaucracy to hold up critical
CHIPS Act projects while the Chinese
Communist Party spends billions of
dollars to become the world’s leading
producer of advanced semiconductors.

One of the greatest national security
threats we face today is China’s choke
hold on our defense industrial base. We
must be able to produce these compo-
nents critical to our economy and na-
tional security here on American soil.

Last week, I had the privilege of vis-
iting Silicon Valley with the House
Armed Services Committee. We did a
field hearing there, and we heard time
and time again the importance of expe-
diting the process for building semi-
conductor chips here domestically.
This was an ask from that defense in-
dustry in the Silicon Valley.

The Building Chips in America Act
would address this issue by clarifying
how NEPA applies to projects that re-
ceive funding from the CHIPS Act.

This bipartisan bill would ensure
these projects can move forward in a
timely fashion while still obtaining all
necessary permits and requiring
projects to undergo necessary environ-
mental reviews at the State and local
level.

This approach streamlines our do-
mestic semiconductor manufacturing
without changing the environmental

requirements and standards these
projects need to meet.
Mr. Speaker, 1 represent coastal

southeast Virginia, which is one of the
heaviest military congressional dis-
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tricts in the country. We know how to
be good stewards of the environment
without sacrificing our economy or our
national security.

If we want to ensure American eco-
nomic and national security in today’s
dangerous world, we must reduce our
dangerous reliance on Chinese supply
chains and increase our domestic pro-
duction of these critical technologies.

Our military men and women need
secure, reliable electronics to carry out
their missions safely. Relying on ad-
versarial nations that directly seek to
undermine our national security is not
an option.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this legislation and allow our country
to restore chip manufacturing on
American soil, which we can do while
maintaining our basic environmental
laws. We cannot afford to lose this race
with China.

Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PALLONE).

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to S. 2228, the so-
called Building Chips in America Act.

This bill simply should not be coming
up under a suspension of the rules. All
three ranking members of the commit-
tees of jurisdiction are adamantly op-
posed to it.

When the CHIPS and Science Act
passed the House in July of 2022, it
passed by a vote of 243-187. All 187 votes
against the bill were Republicans.

In fact, only 24 Republicans voted for
the bill, and a lot of them are no longer
here. If Republicans had controlled the
House last Congress, the $52 billion
that we invested to ensure semiconduc-
tors were produced here in the United
States instead of China simply would
have never become law.

I was one of the leaders who pushed
the CHIPS and Science Act through
the House, and so I, unlike many of my
Republican colleagues, am invested in
making this program work as intended.

As we created this program, we did so
with the intention of ending our reli-
ance on other countries for microchips
that are used in automobiles, consumer
electronics, and washing machines. We
did all this while also making sure we
protected the environment.

The CHIPS and Science Act is a suc-
cess, but we cannot deflect from that
success by once again attacking one of
the most important environmental
laws that protects all of our commu-
nities from corporate malfeasance.

I oppose this bill because it would
needlessly eliminate environmental re-
view and public input under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act, or
NEPA, for semiconductor facilities re-
ceiving funding under the CHIPS and
Science Act.

Now, this bill simply is not necessary
because NEPA review is not a barrier
to moving semiconductor projects for-
ward.

Commerce Secretary Raimondo, who
oversees the CHIPS and Science Act,
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and who had initially voiced concern
about NEPA reviews, acknowledged at
an Energy and Commerce hearing: I
can report to you today that we have
made a lot of progress on that, and we
are on track to complete environ-
mental reviews for all these companies
before we issue any awards.

There is simply no need for wholesale
exemptions from NEPA reviews, given
the steps that Congress has already
taken to increase the speed, efficiency,
and management of permitting for this
industry.

We made semiconductor manufac-
turing eligible for the abbreviated per-
mitting process under the FAST-41
Act. This ensured that reviews do not
drag out for the most serious environ-
mental impact statements.

We also, under the Fiscal Responsi-
bility Act, eliminated NEPA review for
loans, loan guarantees, or other forms
of financial assistance for similar ac-
tivities, and we gave the Department of
Commerce the ability to adopt categor-
ical exclusions from other agencies.

This is really, Mr. Speaker, a bill
that is a solution in search of a prob-
lem that doesn’t exist.

Now Republican leadership is bypass-
ing regular order to ram through an
anti-environment bill that didn’t go
through any of the committees here in
the House before being rushed to the
House floor on the suspension calendar.

The phenomenal work of the CHIPS
Program Office is a cause for celebra-
tion, and the program has produced
critical wins for countless domestic in-
dustries worth highlighting.

It is clear that NEPA reviews are not
a barrier to moving these projects for-
ward. Fundamentally, NEPA requires
us to look before we leap, which is just
common sense, and failing to do so
could create many new problems for
our environment.

My colleague mentioned the Super-
fund sites in Silicon Valley. Do we
want those again?

This affects our water supply, our
worker safety, and our communities,
and ignoring these impacts is not going
to make them disappear, Mr. Speaker.

I thank Ranking Member LOFGREN
from the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology and Ranking Member
GRIJALVA from the Natural Resources
Committee for joining me in leading
the effort to oppose this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge all of
my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no”’.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas,
the chairman of the House Rules Com-
mittee (Mr. BURGESS).

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I do rise today in sup-
port of S. 2228, the Building Chips in
America Act. Last week, Members of
the Texas delegation sent a letter to
our leadership requesting that we
prioritize this crucial piece of legisla-
tion.

I certainly thank, of course, Chair-
man LUCAS as well as Speaker JOHNSON
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and Majority Leader SCALISE for con-
sidering bringing the Building Chips in
America Act to the floor this week.

We have heard over and over how
semiconductors are necessary for some
of the most vital technology we have
today.

Let’s also be clear. The NEPA proc-
ess is valuable. The environmental im-
pact assessments and reviews that are
conducted in this country are a prag-
matic symbol of the American people’s
commitment to environmental con-
servatism and land management. How-
ever, efficiency is sometimes lacking.

My friend, the ranking member of
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
Mr. PALLONE, the gentleman from New
Jersey, said this is a solution in search
of a problem. Hardly. Hardly.

NEPA’s red tape means that many
semiconductor projects are delayed,
manufacturers are becoming discour-
aged in developing domestic manufac-
turing projects, and certainly that is
evident in my home State of Texas.

This legislation is important to
Texas, and we have remained at the
forefront of a national resurgence in
high-tech manufacturing.

Streamlining the NEPA process will
help companies in the semiconductor
industry bring great economic pros-
perity to our State.

Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. STANTON).

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of S. 2228, the Building Chips in
America Act. Two years ago, Congress
wisely passed the CHIPS and Science
Act, bringing about a resurgence in do-
mestic manufacturing, particularly in
my home State of Arizona.

Some of the world’s leading semicon-
ductor companies have invested hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in Arizona
to build new fabrication plants, or fabs,
creating thousands and thousands of
high-wage jobs.

Many of these projects have already
broken ground. If you drive around my
district in Arizona, cranes dot the sky-
line, the clearest sign of America’s ad-
vanced manufacturing boom.

In North Phoenix, TSMC will soon
begin producing the world’s most ad-
vanced semiconductors by the end of
this decade.

In Chandler, Intel is building its larg-
est manufacturing complex, which
opens next year. It will churn out semi-
conductor chips at a time when Amer-
ica needs a secure supply more than
ever. It is critical for our national de-
fense.

Make no mistake. These projects are
being constructed in compliance with
Federal, State, and local environ-
mental regulations, protecting Arizo-
nans’ clean air and water.

In fact, we have worked in partner-
ship with semiconductor giants to in-
vest in water recycling and reclama-
tion projects in record numbers.

Because these projects are benefiting
from the CHIPS and Science Act, many
companies must now, for the first time,

complete a secondary Federal and envi-
ronmental review that could slow or
even stop construction for months or
years.

This bipartisan bill, led by Senator
MARK KELLY from Arizona on the Sen-
ate side, would streamline that review
process to ensure these fabs can be
built on time so we don’t lose a single
day in the global semiconductor arms
race.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on S. 2228.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no”
on S. 2228, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the Building Chips in
America Act is pragmatic legislation
that ensures we aren’t sacrificing our
growth in chip production because of
unwieldy permitting processes.

The changes we are making here
today won’t compromise the laws that
protect our clean air and water, but
they do allow us to move forward with
semiconductor manufacturing. That is
why this bill has strong bipartisan sup-
port in both the House and the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LucAas) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 2228.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
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NASA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2024

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8958) to reauthorize the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8958

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “NASA Reauthorization Act of 2024

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.
TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS
Sec. 101. Fiscal year 2025.
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TITLE II—EXPLORATION

Continuity of purpose for space ex-
ploration.

Artemis program.

Reaffirmation of the Space Launch
System.

Human-rated lunar landing capa-
bilities.

205. Advanced spacesuit capabilities.

TITLE III—SPACE OPERATIONS

301. Report on continued United States
presence in low earth orbit.

International Space Station.

Nongovernmental missions on the
International Space Station.

Report on suborbital crew mis-
sions.

United States deorbit capabilities.

Commercial low-earth orbit devel-
opment.

Risk of losing access to low-earth
orbit.

Maintenance of service for
national Space Station.

Orbital debris research and devel-
opment.

Restriction on Federal funds relat-
ing to certain Chinese space
and scientific activities.
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401. SBIR phase II flexibility.

402. Lunar power purchase agreement
program.

Cryogenic fluid valve technology
review.

Lunar communications.

Celestial time standardization.
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Definitions.
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Decadal survey for national aero-
nautics research and priorities
review.

Making advancements in commer-
cial hypersonics.

TITLE VI—SCIENCE

Maintaining a balanced
portfolio.

Implementation of science mission
cost-caps.

Reexamination of decadal surveys.

Landsat.

Private earth observation data.

Commercial satellite data.

Greenhouse gas emission measure-
ments.

NASA data for agricultural appli-
cations.
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Lunar discovery and exploration.

Commercial lunar payload services.

Planetary and lunar operations.
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Sec. 621. Geospace dynamics constellation.

Sec. 622. Technology development for
wildland fire science, manage-
ment, and mitigation.

623. Implementation of recommenda-
tions by the National Wildland
Fire Management and Mitiga-
tion Commission.

TITLE VII—STEM EDUCATION

701. National space grant college and
fellowship program.

702. Skilled technical workforce edu-
cation outreach.

TITLE VIII—POLICY/NASA

Major programs.

NASA advisory council.

NASA assessment of early cost es-
timates.

Independent cost estimate.

Office of Technology, Policy, and
Strategy report.

Authorization for the transfer to
NASA of funds from other agen-
cies for scientific or engineer-
ing research or education.

Procedure for launch services risk
mitigation.

Report on merits and options for
establishing an institute relat-
ing to space resources.

Reports to Congress.

Contract flexibility.

GAO report.

NASA public-private talent pro-
gram.

Report on Space Act agreements.

Mentoring.

Drinking water well replacement
for Chincoteague, Virginia.

Sec. 816. Rule of construction.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives.

(3) CISLUNAR SPACE.—The term ‘‘cislunar
space’” means the region of space beyond
low-Earth orbit out to and including the re-
gion around the surface of the Moon.

(4) COMMERCIAL PROVIDER.—The term
‘“‘commercial provider” means any person
providing space services or space-related ca-
pabilities, primary control of which is held
by persons other than the Federal Govern-
ment, a State or local government, or a for-
eign government.

(5) DEEP SPACE.—The term ‘‘deep space’’
means the region of space beyond low-Earth
orbit, which includes cislunar space.

(6) ISS.—The term ““ISS” means the Inter-
national Space Station.

(7) NASA.—The term ‘“NASA” means the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion.

(8) ORION.—The term ‘‘Orion’” means the
multipurpose crew vehicle described under
section 303 of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Authorization Act of
2010 (42 U.S.C. 18323).

(9) SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM.—The term
“Space Launch System’ means the Space
Launch System authorized under section 302
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration Authorization Act of 2010 (42
U.S.C. 18322).
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TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS
SEC. 101. FISCAL YEAR 2025.

For fiscal year 2025, there are authorized to
be appropriated to NASA $25,224,640,000 as
follows:

(1) For the Exploration Systems Develop-
ment Mission Directorate, $7,618,200,000.

(2) For the Space Operations Mission Di-
rectorate, $4,473,500,000.

(3) For the Space Technology Mission Di-
rectorate, $1,181,800,000.

(4) For the Science Mission Directorate,
$7,334,200,000.

(5) For the Aeronautics Research Mission
Directorate, $965,800,000.

(6) For the Office of STEM Engagement,
$135,000,000.

(7) For Safety, Security, and Mission Serv-
ices, $3,044,440,000.

(8) For Construction and Environmental
Compliance and Restoration, $424,100,000.

(9) For Inspector General, $47,600,000.

TITLE II—EXPLORATION
SEC. 201. CONTINUITY OF PURPOSE FOR SPACE
EXPLORATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) NASA continues to make progress in
developing and testing the Space Launch
System, Orion, and associated ground sys-
tems, including through the successful com-
pletion of the Artemis I mission in November
2022 and through continued preparations for
the Artemis II crewed flight demonstration
mission.

(2) The number of spacefaring countries is
increasing, and foreign countries have ex-
panded activities for space exploration ef-
forts, including efforts to explore and utilize
the Moon through human and robotic mis-
sions.

(3) A strong and ambitious space explo-
ration program conducted with international
and commercial partners is important to
maintaining United States leadership in
space and enhancing United States inter-
national competitiveness.

(4) Clear mission objectives that tie to con-
crete, long-term programmatic goals provide
a measure to ensure accountability, enhance
public support for exploration missions, and
provide a clear signal of commitment to
both international and domestic partners.

(b) CONTINUITY OF EXISTING CAPABILITIES
AND PROGRAMS.—

(1) As part of the human exploration ac-
tivities of the Administration, including
progress on Artemis missions and activities,
the Administrator shall continue develop-
ment of space exploration elements pursuant
to section 10811 of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Authorization Act
of 2022 (Public Law 117-167; 51 U.S.C. 20302).

(2) The Administrator shall leverage the
private sector for logistical services to the
extent practical, consistent with the Moon
to Mars architecture requirements and in ac-
cordance with section 50131 of title 51, United
States Code.

(3) Congress reaffirms the sense of Con-
gress to maintain continuity of purpose as
described in section 201 of the 2017 NASA
Transition Authorization Act (Public Law
115-10; 131 Stat. 21).

SEC. 202. ARTEMIS PROGRAM.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—The following is
the sense of Congress:

(1) Exploration of outer space, including
exploration of the lunar surface and cislunar
space, provides benefits and economic oppor-
tunity, including by inspiring future genera-
tions and expanding the science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics workforce
needed to sustain United States leadership in
science, space, and technology.

finds the fol-
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(2) The lunar south pole is home to shad-
owed craters that may contain water ice and
other volatiles. Understanding the nature of
lunar polar volatiles, such as water ice,
would advance science related to the origin
and evolution of volatiles in the inner solar
system and could facilitate the long-term fu-
ture of space exploration. Water ice lunar re-
sources have the potential to become an ena-
bling component of future space exploration
missions throughout the solar system, in-
cluding crewed missions to Mars.

(3) Other countries have demonstrated
technological advances and successful
robotic missions for lunar exploration and
have announced credible plans for long-term
human exploration of the Moon that include
the intent to establish lunar bases.

(4) United States leadership of and measur-
able progress on the exploration of deep
space is essential for guiding development of
norms related to operations on and around
the Moon and for other space destinations.

(5) It is in the national interest of the
United States to hold a leadership role in
discussions of future norms governing activi-
ties in space, including those on the lunar
surface and in cislunar space.

(b) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out activities
to enable Artemis missions under the Moon
to Mars Program set forth in section 10811 of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration Authorization Act of 2022 (Public
Law 117-167), the Administrator shall—

(1) use relevant elements set forth in sec-
tion 10811(b)(2)(B) of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Author-
ization Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167);

(2) continue to ensure that the elements
under paragraph (1) enable the human explo-
ration of Mars, consistent with section
10811(b)(2)(C)(1) of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Authorization Act
of 2022 (Public Law 117-167);

(3) engage with international partners, as
appropriate, in a manner that is consistent
with section 10811(b)(2)(C) the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Author-
ization Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167), and
that increases redundancy, efficiency, and
cost savings; and

(4) leverage capabilities provided by United
States commercial providers, as appropriate
and practicable.

(¢) UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL PROVIDER
CAPABILITIES IN SUPPORT OF LUNAR EXPLO-
RATION EFFORTS.—The Administrator may
enter into agreements with United States
commercial providers or engage in public-
private partnerships to procure capabilities
and services to support the human explo-
ration of the Moon or cislunar space.

SEC. 203. REAFFIRMATION OF THE SPACE
LAUNCH SYSTEM.

(a) SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM.—

(1) DEVELOPMENT AND CADENCE OBJEC-
TIVES.—Congress reaffirms—

(A) support for the full development of ca-
pabilities of the Space Launch System as set
forth in section 302(c) of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Author-
ization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18322(c)); and

(B) its commitment to the flight rate of
the integrated Space Launch System and
Orion crew vehicle missions set forth in sec-
tion 10812(b) of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Authorization Act of
2022 (Public Law 117-167; 51 U.S.C. 20301
note).

(2) OTHER USES.—The Administrator shall
assess the demand for the Space Launch Sys-
tem by entities other than NASA and shall
break out such demand according to the rel-
evant Federal agency or nongovernment sec-
tor. This assessment may—

(A) estimate cost and schedule savings
from reduced transit times and the potential
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for increased returns enabled by the unique
capabilities of the Space Launch System;

(B) describe any barriers or challenges that
could impede use of the Space Launch Sys-
tem by entities other than NASA; and

(C) identify potential actions and costs as-
sociated with overcoming barriers and chal-
lenges described in subparagraph (B).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report de-
scribing the following:

(1) NASA’s progress towards achieving the
flight rate referred to in subsection (a)(1)(B)
and the expected launch of the integrated
Space Launch System and Orion crew vehi-
cle missions after which such cadence shall
be achieved.

(2) The results of the assessment conducted
pursuant to subsection (a)(2).

SEC. 204. HUMAN-RATED LUNAR LANDING CAPA-
BILITIES.

(a) REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaffirms
that the Moon to Mars program set forth in
section 10811 of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Authorization Act of
2022 (Public Law 117-167; 51 U.S.C. 20302 note.;
136 Stat. 1732) shall include human-rated
lunar landing systems.

(b) HUMAN-RATED LLUNAR LANDING CAPABILI-
TIES.—

(1) The Administrator shall support the de-
velopment and demonstration of, and shall
obtain, human-rated lunar landing capabili-
ties to further the goals of the human explo-
ration roadmap under section 432 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Transition Authorization Act of 2017
(Public Law 115-10; 51 U.S.C. 20302 note) and
the Moon to Mars Program set forth in sec-
tion 10811 of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Authorization Act of
2022 (Public Law 117-167).

(2) The Administrator shall ensure that
such human-rated lunar landing capabilities
meet all relevant requirements, including re-
quirements of the Moon to Mars program,
and for human-rating and certification.

(3) Any commercial provider from which
the Administrator obtains human-rated
lunar landing capabilities must be a United
States commercial provider.

(4) In carrying out paragraph (1)—
(A) the Administrator may
uncrewed lunar landing services; and

(B) the Administrator shall, subject to the
availability of appropriations for such pur-
pose, seek to obtain capabilities from not
fewer than two commercial providers.

(c) REPORT.—The Administrator shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress the following:

(1) Not later than 60 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, a report—

(A) identifying the contribution over the
past five years, and the planned contribution
for 2024-2029, of government personnel, exper-
tise, technologies and infrastructure utilized
and to be utilized in support of design, devel-
opment, or operation of human lunar landing
capabilities under this section; and

(B) setting forth details and the associated
costs of such government support, broken
out according to the areas of contribution
specified in subparagraph (A), as part of any
development initiative for obtaining human
lunar landing capabilities.

(2) Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, a report that sets
forth, for any agreement with a United
States commercial provider for human lunar
landing capabilities, the following:

(A) The total value of the agreement when
awarded.

(B) If different from the amount in sub-
paragraph (A), the total value of the agree-
ment as of the date of the enactment of this

include

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Act, and an explanation for any change in
value, as well as an identification of whether
NASA or the commercial partner is respon-
sible for meeting the change in value.

(C) The dollar amount invested and to be
invested by the Administration, and the dol-
lar amount invested and to be invested by
the commercial partner.

(D) The full requirements, including
human-rating and safety requirements, for
human lunar landing capabilities under the
agreement when awarded.

(BE) If different from the amount specified
in subparagraph (C), the full requirements,
including human-rating and certification re-
quirements, for the human lunar landing ca-
pabilities under the agreement as of the date
of the enactment of this Act and an expla-
nation for any changes in requirements.

(F) A description of milestone and associ-
ated payments provided for in the agree-
ment, including the following:

(i) An identification of all milestones
under the agreement.

(ii) The value of the associated payment
for each milestone identified under clause
).

(iii) An identification of completed mile-
stones and the date of completion.

(iv) An identification of milestones which
have not yet been completed and an esti-
mated schedule for completion.

(v) The value of all NASA payments under
the agreement, outlays as of the date of the
enactment of this Act, and the amount
which as of the date of the enactment of this
Act has not yet been paid.

(vi) a description of any changes in mile-
stones and associated payments between the
date of contract award and the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(G) Any cost, schedule, and performance
challenges as of the date of the enactment of
this Act in provider performance of the
agreement.

(H) A detailed justification of compliance
with section 30301 of title 51, United States
Code.

(I) A detailed certification and justifica-
tion of compliance with section 50503 of title
51, United States Code.

(3) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, in consultation
with any United States commercial provider
that is party to an agreement with NASA for
human lunar landing capabilities under this
section, a report on any steps the Adminis-
trator and such providers are taking to carry
out the following:

(A) Address cost, schedule, and perform-
ance challenges faced by each commercial
provider in development and performance of
human lunar landing capabilities described
in paragraph (2)(G).

(B) Facilitate the timely availability of
human lunar landing capabilities of each
provider to support the schedule of Artemis
missions in effect as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, as applicable to each pro-
vider.

(4) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, a report on alter-
native approaches, and implementation
plans for such approaches, including an esti-
mate of needed budgetary resources, for a
human lunar landing capability that meets
NASA human-rating and certification re-
quirements in the event challenges referred
to in paragraph (3)(A) cannot be overcome or
the timeline specified in paragraph (3)(B)
cannot be met.

SEC. 205. ADVANCED SPACESUIT CAPABILITIES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:
Q) Space suits and associated

extravehicular activity (EVA) technologies
are critical exploration technologies that are
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necessary for future human deep space explo-
ration efforts, including crewed missions to
the Moon.

(2) The NASA civil service workforce at
the Johnson Space Center provides unique
capabilities to design, integrate, and vali-
date Space Suits and associated EVA tech-
nologies.

(3) Maintaining a strong NASA core com-
petency in the design, development, manu-
facture, and operation of space suits and re-
lated technologies allows NASA to be an in-
formed purchaser of competitively awarded
commercial space suits and subcomponents.

(4) According to a 2018 NASA Office of In-
spector General (OIG) report, current EVAs
space suits, the Extravehicular Mobility
Units (EMUs), were developed in the late
1970s, are reaching the end of their useful
life, have experienced multiple maintenance
issues that threaten astronaut lives, and no
longer accommodate the varying sizes of a
diverse astronaut corps.

(5) The same NASA OIG report found that
‘. . . manufacturers of several critical suit
components, including the very fibers of the
suits, have now gone out of business. . . ,”
which further reinforces the importance of
NASA’s role in maintaining a space suit core
competency and limiting the risk posed by
outsourcing key national capabilities.

(6) The private sector currently is devel-
oping space suit capabilities.

(7) Testing space suits and related tech-
nologies on the International Space Station
could reduce risk and improve safety of such
suits and technologies.

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
obtain advanced spacesuit capabilities nec-
essary to achieve the goals of NASA’s human
spaceflight exploration programs.

(¢) ELIGIBILITY.—Any commercial provider
from which the Administrator obtains ad-
vanced spaceflight capabilities must be a
United States commercial provider, as set
forth in section 203(c) of this Act.

(d) PRESERVING SPACESUIT EXPERTISE.—

(1) In carrying out subsection (b), NASA
shall maintain the internal expertise nec-
essary to develop space suits for both
extravehicular activity and surface oper-
ations, including through partnerships with
the private sector.

(2) The Johnson Space Center shall con-
tinue to manage NASA’s spacesuit and
extravehicular activity programs.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days from
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report —

(1) describing NASA’s plans for—

(A) in-space testing of advanced spacesuit
capabilities, including—

(i) space suit tests which must be con-
ducted in microgravity in low-Earth orbit;
and

(ii) space suit tests that must be conducted
on the International Space Station before
decommissioning of the International Space
Station;

(B) transitioning from existing spacesuits
in use on the International Space Station to
use of advanced spacesuit capabilities;

(C) future use of advanced spacesuit capa-
bilities by government astronauts with any
nongovernmental platform in low-Earth
orbit that is certified for use by the Adminis-
tration for government astronauts (as such
term is defined in section 50902(4) of title 51,
United States Code); and

(D) disposition of retired spacesuits used
on the Space Shuttle or the International
Space Station; and

(2) including—

(A) a detailed justification of compliance
with section 30301 of title 51, United States
Code; and
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(B) a detailed certification and justifica-
tion of compliance with section 50503 of title
51, United States Code.

(f) ASSESSMENT OF EXTRAVEHICULAR MOBIL-
ITY UNITS USED ON THE ISS.—

(1) No later than 45 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall enter into an arrangement with an
independent science and technical engineer-
ing organization to review the technical sta-
tus and performance of the Administration’s
existing extravehicular mobility units
(““EMUSs”), to analyze the data associated
with all mishaps, anomalies, and off-nominal
events related to the EMUs used by govern-
ment astronauts on the International Space
Station over the last 10 years, and to make
recommendations to the Administrator, as a
result of such assessment.

(2) The Administrator shall ensure that the
entity carrying out the assessment in para-
graph (1) consults with relevant industry
contractors regarding the Administration’s
EMUs and EMU capabilities, and coordinates
with the NASA Astronaut Office in carrying
out such assessment.

(3) The Administrator shall transmit the
results of the assessment in paragraph (1) to
the appropriate committees of Congress as
soon as practicable and no later than 270
days after the date of enactment of this Act.

TITLE ITI—SPACE OPERATIONS
SEC. 301. REPORT ON CONTINUED UNITED
STATES PRESENCE IN LOW EARTH
ORBIT.

Not later than 270 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General shall transmit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report containing
information on the following:

(1) The United States Government descrip-
tion of and plans for implementation of the
policy on an uninterrupted capability for
human space flight and operations in accord-
ance with section 70501(a) of title 51, United
States Code, and section 201(b) of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C.
18311(b)) regarding United States human
space flight capabilities.

(2) The preparedness of the Administration
to continue to meet statutory direction ref-
erenced in paragraph (1) under the planned
approach to deorbit the International Space
Station by not later than the end of calendar
year 2031.

SEC. 302. INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) ISS is a unique facility that provides
the United States with capabilities in space
that are currently unmatched; NASA con-
tinues to make productive use of the ISS;

(2) the ISS serves several functions, includ-
ing establishing the United States as a lead-
er in space activities, acting as a beacon of
international cooperation, and conducting
cutting-edge microgravity and observational
research in low-Earth orbit;

(3) NASA must complete certain objectives
on the ISS to facilitate deep space explo-
ration efforts, including carrying out human
research and demonstrating exploration-re-
lated technologies; and

(4) reducing crew size or cargo deliveries,
or reducing sustaining engineering capabili-
ties, would reduce the scientific output of
the ISS and potentially increase the risk to
the ISS and its crew.

(b) FULL UTILIZATION.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that, to ensure the greatest return
on investments made by the United States
and the International Space Station partners
in the development, assembly, and oper-
ations of the International Space Station,
the Administrator should maximize the uti-
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lization and productivity of the Inter-
national Space Station with respect to the
priorities set forth in section 10816 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2022 (Public Law
117-167; 51 U.S.C. 70901 note), which include
research of the human research program,
risk reduction activities relevant to explo-
ration technologies, the advancement of
United States leadership of basic and applied
space life and physical sciences, and other
research and development essential to Moon
to Mars program activities.

(2) AMENDMENT.—Section 502(a) of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2010 (Public Law
111-267; 42 U.S.C. 18352(a)), is amended by
striking ‘‘take steps to”’.

SEC. 303. NONGOVERNMENTAL MISSIONS ON THE
INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) nongovernmental missions involving
crew or spaceflight participants on the Inter-
national Space Station carried out, as appro-
priate, pursuant to NASA policies and proce-
dures, and Federal Government laws and reg-
ulations, can provide lessons and learning
experiences for both government and non-
government entities to inform the develop-
ment of future commercial low-Earth orbit
platforms and a low-Earth orbit economy;
and

(2) the Administrator should share lessons
learned from nongovernmental missions on
the International Space Station to advance
the commercial human spaceflight industry,
to promote the safety of future commercial
low-Earth orbit platforms, and to inform the
evolution of policies guiding such activities
in low-Earth orbit.

(b) NONGOVERNMENTAL MISSIONS ON THE
ISS.—The Administrator may enter into one
or more agreements to enable one or more
United States commercial providers to con-
duct nongovernmental missions on the Inter-
national Space Station pursuant to NASA
policies and procedures, and Federal govern-
ment laws and regulations.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report containing information
relating to the following:

(1) The number of nongovernmental mis-
sions on the ISS planned.

(2) The number of nongovernmental mis-
sions on the ISS completed.

(3) The extent to which commercial enti-
ties carrying out nongovernmental missions
on the ISS fully reimburse costs incurred by
NASA in association with any nongovern-
mental missions carried out on the Inter-
national Space Station.

(4) The extent to which nongovernmental
missions on the International Space Station
impact the priorities specified in section
10816 of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration Authorization Act of 2022
(Public Law 117-167; 51 U.S.C. 70901 note).

(5) The impact, if any, to operations of or
activities on the International Space Station
that are not related to nongovernmental
missions on the International Space Station.

(6) The extent to which any nongovern-
mental mission on the ISS—

(A) conforms with section 20102 of title 51,
United States Code;

(B) adheres to the requirements of section
50131 of title 51, United States Code; and

(C) is consistent with the national security
or foreign policy interests of the United
States.

(7) Any other issues related to nongovern-
mental missions on the International Space
Station that the Comptroller General deter-
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mines are appropriate for review as part of
undertaking the report in subsection (c).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
“‘crew’” and ‘‘spaceflight participant’” have
the meanings given such terms in section
50902 of title 51, United States Code.

SEC. 304. REPORT ON SUBORBITAL CREW MIS-
SIONS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall deliver to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report on the costs,
benefits, risks, training requirements, and
policy or legal implications, including liabil-
ity matters, of launching United States Gov-
ernment personnel on commercial suborbital
vehicles.

SEC. 305. UNITED STATES DEORBIT CAPABILI-
TIES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the International Space Station is
aging and eventually will need to be
deorbited safely and disposed of in a con-
trolled manner; and

(2) to protect the safety of the public, and
to avoid interfering with other space opera-
tors or objects, NASA plans to deorbit and
disposition the International Space Station
through a controlled atmospheric reentry
over an uninhabited region.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—

(1) The Administrator shall acquire ISS
deorbit capabilities from one or more United
States commercial providers.

(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Ad-
ministrator shall, to the greatest extent
practicable, not reduce or deprioritize NASA
activities conducted on and in support of the
ISS to support the acquisition of United
States deorbit capabilities.

(c) CosTs.—

(1) INDEPENDENT COST ESTIMATE.—Before
entering into an agreement for the capabili-
ties described in subsection (b), the Adminis-
trator shall obtain an independent life-cycle
cost estimate for the deorbit capability and
shall report the results of such estimate and
a five-year budget profile to the appropriate
committees of Congress.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report detailing the
Administration’s plan for the financial,
logistical, and operational responsibilities
associated with the deorbit capability.

(B) Annually, the Administrator shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report, to accompany the President’s
budget request, containing a description of
the annual and lifecycle costs for activities
related to the deorbit of the International
Space Station and how such costs are shared
among the ISS partners.

SEC. 306. COMMERCIAL LOW-EARTH ORBIT DE-
VELOPMENT.

(a) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator, in consultation with the
National Space Council, shall transmit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a
strategy for a robust and resilient architec-
ture to advance NASA and other relevant
Federal government civil research, develop-
ment, and operational requirements in low-
Earth orbit. The architecture should—

(1) include a mix of crewed and uncrewed
platforms;

(2) consider an incremental approach to
achieving the full suite of capabilities nec-
essary to meet NASA research, development,
and operational requirements in low-Earth
orbit;

(3) consider the requirements described in
subsection (b); and
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(4) sustain and promote United States lead-
ership and international partnerships in car-
rying out low-Earth orbit activities.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall transmit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress and make
available to relevant United States commer-
cial industry entities, a detailed account of
the research, development, and operational
requirements for NASA activities in low-
Earth orbit, including any requirements that
could affect the design, development, instru-
mentation, and long-term operations of fu-
ture United States commercial low-Earth
orbit platforms and supporting capabilities.
In preparing the detailed account of re-
search, development, and operational re-
quirements, the Administrator may consider
the requirements of other relevant Federal
agencies.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION.—The Administrator is
authorized to enter into agreements with
one or more United States commercial pro-
viders to enable the development and certifi-
cation of, and procure capabilities related to,
a United States private, low-Earth orbit
platform or platforms, and to use such plat-
forms or platforms and related capabilities
to achieve the goals set forth in the strategy
under subsection (a), to sustain the priorities
described in section 10816 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Au-
thorization Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167;
51 U.S.C. 70901 note) and the activities under
the Human Exploration Roadmap pursuant
to section 432(b)(2)(J) of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Transi-
tion Authorization Act of 2017 (Public Law
115-10), and to meet the requirements de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(d) ANCHOR TENANCY.—No later than No-
vember 15, 2025, the Administrator shall pro-
vide to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress the following:

(1) The results of a survey and assessment
of the market for capabilities and services
that may be provided through future United
States commercial low-Earth orbit plat-
forms that shall be prepared by an inde-
pendent entity with appropriate expertise;

(2) A detailed justification of compliance
with section 30301 of title 51, United States
Code.

(3) A detailed certification and justifica-
tion of compliance with section 50503 of title
51, United States Code.

(e) USE OF UNITED STATES LAUNCH AND RE-
ENTRY SERVICES.—AS a term of an agreement
entered into under to subsection (c¢), the Ad-
ministrator shall include a requirement for
the use of United States commercially-pro-
vided launch and reentry services to support
all Administration activities under the
agreement, in accordance with section 50131
of title 51, United States Code, as applicable.

(f) SAFETY.—When an agreement under
subsection (c) involves a government astro-
nauts (as such term is defined in section
50902(4) of title 51, United States Code), the
Administrator shall protect the safety of the
government astronaut by ensuring that each
platform under the agreement meets all ap-
plicable human rating processes, certifi-
cation, and safety requirements.

SEC. 307. RISK OF LOSING ACCESS TO LOW-
EARTH ORBIT.

Not later than 270 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report that evaluates
the risk posed by a potential gap in access to
low-Earth orbit on science and technology
research and development conducted by
NASA and private entities. The report shall
describe the following:

(1) The NASA science and exploration pro-
grams that may be adversely affected by the
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lack of a United States presence in low-
Earth orbit.

(2) The effects that a gap in low-Earth
orbit would have on the United States’ com-
petitiveness in science and technology and in
the development of the United States-based
commercial space industry.

(3) Potential options and associated costs
for preventing such a gap, including the fol-
lowing:

(A) Implementing the strategy described in
section 306.

(B) Supporting the operation of the Inter-
national Space Station beyond 2030.

(C) Increasing investment in and accel-
erating development of commercial space
stations.

(D) Working with international partners to
establish alternative means for conducting
research in low-Earth orbit.

SEC. 308. MAINTENANCE OF SERVICE FOR INTER-
NATIONAL SPACE STATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to appropriations
for such purpose, the Administrator shall
maintain a flight cadence necessary to sup-
port the health and safety of the Inter-
national Space Station crew and the full and
productive utilization of the International
Space Station through its operational life-
time, consistent with the certification date
of the International Space Station. In main-
taining such flight cadence, the Adminis-
trator shall seek to carry out not less than
the average annual cadence for the imme-
diately preceding three fiscal years of crew
and cargo flights on United States vehicles
certified under NASA’s Commercial Crew
and Cargo Program as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(b) WAIVER.—The Administrator may
waive the requirement under subsection (a)
upon submission of a written determination
to Congress that—

(1) the health and safety of the Inter-
national Space Station requires a reduction
in flights; or

(2) the International Space Station has
concluded its operational lifetime.

SEC. 309. ORBITAL DEBRIS RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that NASA’s research and develop-
ment activities related to understanding and
mitigating the hazards posed by orbital de-
bris are critical to ensuring the continued
safe operation of NASA missions, including
the safety of humans living and working in
space, and such activities further enable sci-
entific and technological advances that can
be leveraged by the broader space operations
community to foster a sustainable space en-
vironment.

(b) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—The Ad-
ministrator shall, to the extent practicable,
conduct research and development to ad-
vance scientific understanding and techno-
logical capabilities related to orbital debris
characterization and mitigation.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the re-
search and development described in sub-
section (b), the Administrator may consider
activities that—

(1) improve the characterization and mod-
eling of the space environment, including the
characterization and modeling of objects of
both natural and anthropogenic origins that
cannot be directly characterized by ground-
based measurements;

(2) leverage space weather research and de-
velopment elements within NASA’s
Heliophysics program, to the extent appro-
priate and in accordance with the priorities
established in the most recent solar and
space physics decadal survey; and

(3) support the application of relevant re-
search, tools, and technologies to advance
orbital debris characterization and mitiga-
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tion and the transfer of such research, tools,

and technologies to stakeholders, as appro-

priate and practicable.

SEC. 310. RESTRICTION ON FEDERAL FUNDS RE-
LATING TO CERTAIN CHINESE
SPACE AND SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—No Federal funds author-
ized in this Act may be obligated or ex-
pended for the following:

(1) For the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), the Office of
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), or
the National Space Council (NSC) to develop,
design, plan, promulgate, implement, or exe-
cute a bilateral policy, program, order, or
contract of any kind to participate, collabo-
rate, or coordinate bilaterally in any way
with China or any Chinese-owned company
unless such activities are specifically au-
thorized by a law enacted after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(2) To effectuate the hosting of official Chi-
nese visitors at facilities belonging to or uti-
lized by NASA.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The restrictions described
in subsection (a) shall not apply to activities
with respect to which NASA, OSTP, or NSC,
after consultation with the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, have certified—

(1) pose no risk of resulting in the transfer
of technology, data, or other information
with national security or economic security
implications to China or a Chinese-owned
company; and

(2) will not involve knowing interactions
with officials who have been determined by
the United States to have direct involvement
with violations of human rights.

(c) SUBMISSION.—Any certification made
under subsection (b) shall be submitted to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation and the Committee on Appropriations
of the Senate, and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, not later than 30 days prior to
the activity in question. Any such certifi-
cation shall include a description of the pur-
pose of such activity, its agenda, its major
participants, and its location and timing.

TITLE IV—SPACE TECHNOLOGY
SEC. 401. SBIR PHASE II FLEXIBILITY.

Section 9 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 638) is amended in subsection (cc) by
striking ‘‘and the Department of Education”
and inserting ‘‘the Department of Education,
and the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’.

SEC. 402. LUNAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT
PROGRAM.

(a) STUDY.—The Administrator may enter
into an arrangement with an independent en-
tity with appropriate expertise to conduct a
study evaluating the feasibility of using
power purchase agreements to facilitate the
development and deployment of lunar sur-
face power.

(b) CONTENTS.—The study conducted under
subsection (a) may include the following:

(1) An identification of facilities and tech-
nical capabilities needed to support lunar
surface power production.

(2) A demand forecast for lunar surface
power, including the following:

(A) Forecasted demand of both govern-
mental and nongovernmental users.

(B) To support the following:

(i) Near-term exploration activities.

(ii) Long-duration activities.

(3) Potential policy and legal issues associ-
ated with lunar power purchase agreements
between providers and the United States
Government, international partners, and
other private sector entities.

(¢) COORDINATION.—In conducting the study
under this section, the Administrator may
consult with the following:
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(1) The Lunar Surface Innovation Consor-
tium.

(2) The Department of Energy, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, and other Federal agen-
cies, as determined appropriate by the Ad-
ministrator.

(3) International partners.

(4) Relevant private sector entities.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 24 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator may submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that
describes the results of the study conducted
pursuant to subsection (a).

SEC. 403. CRYOGENIC FLUID VALVE TECH-
NOLOGY REVIEW.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that advancing cryogenic fluid
valve technology would support the Adminis-
tration’s efforts to improve cryogenic fluid
management and improve space vehicle reli-
ability and efficiency.

(b) TECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH REVIEW.—
Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Administrator
shall enter into an agreement with an inde-
pendent research and development center or
other independent nonprofit organization, as
determined appropriate by the Adminis-
trator, to conduct a review of cryogenic fluid
valve technology in accordance with this
section. The organization shall review recent
advances in technologies related to cryo-
genic fluid valve use in space applications
and assess opportunities to improve cryo-
genic fluid valve technologies, including sup-
port for research and development activities
to advance materials engineering for cryo-
genic fluid valves.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the organization conducting the review shall
submit to the Administrator and the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report de-
tailing the results of the review conducted
under this section.

SEC. 404. LUNAR COMMUNICATIONS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

(1) Reliable communication and navigation
capabilities are essential for sustainable
human and robotic exploration of the Moon.

(2) Fostering the development of commer-
cial capabilities can accelerate the deploy-
ment of lunar communication and naviga-
tion services.

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator is au-
thorized to develop a robust and resilient ar-
chitecture for lunar communications and
navigation to support the Administration’s
human and robotic lunar exploration activi-
ties.

(¢) STUDY AND PLAN.—To inform the devel-
opment in subsection (a), the Administrator
shall develop a study and prepare a plan to—

(1) enable interoperable communications
and navigation services for cislunar mis-
sions;

(2) work with the private sector, other Fed-
eral agencies, and, as appropriate, inter-
national partners to establish technical
standards, consistent with section 12(d) of
the National Technology Transfer and Ad-
vancement Act of 1995 (Public Law 104-113),
protocols, and interface requirements for
cislunar communications and navigation
services and systems;

(3) support NASA lunar activities;

(4) leverage NASA’s space technology re-
search, development, and demonstration ac-
tivities related to space communications and
navigation; and

(5) evaluate the opportunities, benefits,
feasibility, and challenges of potentially
using commercial cislunar communication
and navigation services, as appropriate, by
United States commercial providers.

the fol-
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SEC. 405. CELESTIAL TIME STANDARDIZATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) United States leadership of a sustained
presence on the Moon and in deep space ex-
ploration is important for advancing science,
exploration, commercial growth, and inter-
national partnership;

(2) the Artemis and Moon to Mars program
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) will involve govern-
mental, commercial, academic, and inter-
national partners where there is a need for
interoperability between systems;

(3) the use of Coordinated Universal Time
has challenges when used beyond Earth at
other celestial bodies, due to relativistic ef-
fects;

(4) the United States should lead in devel-
oping time standardization for the Moon and
other celestial bodies other than Earth to
support interoperability and safe and sus-
tainable operations; and

(5) development of such standardization
will advance United States leadership in
standards setting for global competitiveness,
and will benefit other spacefaring countries
and entities.

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF CELESTIAL TIME
STANDARDIZATION.—The Administrator of
NASA, in consultation with the Director of
the Office of Science and Technology Policy,
shall carry out the following:

(1) Enable the development of celestial
time standardization, including by leading
the study and definition of a coordinated
lunar time.

(2) Develop a strategy to implement a co-
ordinated lunar time that would support fu-
ture operations and infrastructure on and
around the Moon.

(3) In carrying out paragraphs (1) and (2)—

(A) coordinate with relevant Federal enti-
ties, including the Department of Commerce,
the Department of Defense, the Department
of State, and the Department of Transpor-
tation; and

(B) consult with—

(i) relevant private sector entities;

(ii) relevant academic entities; and

(iii) relevant international standards set-
ting bodies.

(4) Incorporate the following features of a
coordinated lunar time, to the extent prac-
ticable, in the development of the strategy
developed pursuant to paragraph (2):

(A) Traceability to Coordinated Universal
Time.

(B) Accuracy sufficient to support preci-
sion navigation and science.

(C) Resilience to loss of contact with
Earth.

(D) Scalability to space environments be-
yond the Earth-Moon system.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of NASA shall submit to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate a report de-
scribing the strategy developed pursuant to
subsection (b)(2), including relevant plans,
timelines, and resources required for the im-
plementation of a coordinated lunar time
pursuant to such strategy.

TITLE V—AERONAUTICS
SEC. 501. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) ADVANCED AIR MOBILITY; AAM.—The
terms ‘‘advanced air mobility’’ and ‘“AAM”
mean a transportation system that is com-
prised of urban air mobility and regional air
mobility using manned or unmanned air-
craft.

(2) REGIONAL AIR MOBILITY.—The term ‘‘re-
gional air mobility”” means the movement of
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passengers or property by air between 2
points using an airworthy aircraft that—

(A) has advanced technologies, such as dis-
tributed propulsion, vertical takeoff and
landing, powered lift, nontraditional power
systems, or autonomous technologies;

(B) has a maximum takeoff weight of
greater than 1,320 pounds; and

(C) is not urban air mobility.

(3) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term
“unmanned aircraft system’ has the mean-
ings given such term in section 44801 of title
49, United States Code.

(4) URBAN AIR MOBILITY.—The term ‘‘urban
air mobility”’ means the movement of pas-
sengers or property by air between 2 points
in different cities or 2 points within the same
city using an airworthy aircraft that—

(A) has advanced technologies, such as dis-
tributed propulsion, vertical takeoff and
landing, powered lift, nontraditional power
systems, or autonomous technologies; and

(B) has a maximum takeoff weight of
greater than 1,320 pounds.

(56) UTM.—The term “UTM’ means an un-
manned aircraft system traffic management
system or service.

SEC. 502. EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT DEM-
ONSTRATIONS.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator, in consultation with industry
and academia, shall conduct a study of past
and future administration of the experi-
mental aircraft demonstrator projects.

(b) FUTURE DEMONSTRATIONS.—The study
under subsection (a) shall identify systems,
capabilities, and technologies that could be
viable candidates for maturation and dem-
onstration through the development of an
experimental aircraft demonstrator. Such
systems, capabilities, and technologies may
include technological advancements related
to structures, aerodynamics, propulsion,
controls, and autonomous capabilities. The
study shall include a description of criteria
and performance metrics used to determine
the readiness of a system, capability, or
technology to be demonstrated on a future
experimental aircraft demonstrator.

(c) LESSONS LEARNED.—The study under
subsection (a) also shall include an assess-
ment of lessons learned from the Adminis-
tration’s previous experimental aircraft
demonstration projects over the last decade,
including the projects set forth under section
10831 of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration Authorization Act of 2022
(Public Law 117-167). This assessment shall
include—

(1) a quantitative assessment of each ex-
perimental aircraft demonstration project’s
ability to meet cost, schedule and perform-
ance goals, as defined at the time of project
confirmation;

(2) the extent to which the project’s objec-
tives or performance goals were changed or
descoped;

(3) the extent to which the system, capa-
bility, or technology that was the subject of
the project was matured as a result of its
demonstration on an experimental aircraft
demonstrator; and

(4) the extent to which the project has con-
tributed to advancing the capabilities of and
innovation in the United States aircraft and
aviation industries.

SEC. 503. HYPERSONIC RESEARCH.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) basic and applied hypersonic research—

(A) is critical for enabling the development
of advanced high-speed aeronautical and
space systems; and

(B) can improve understanding of technical
challenges related to high-speed and reusable
vehicle technologies, including those related
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to propulsion, noise, advanced materials, and
entry, descent, and landing operations;

(2) investments in hypersonic research are
critical to sustaining United States global
leadership in space and aeronautics; and

(3) NASA efforts to study hypersonic re-
search should complement research sup-
ported by the Department of Defense and,
when appropriate, be conducted in partner-
ship with universities and industry.

(b) HYPERSONIC RESEARCH.—The Adminis-
trator, in coordination with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and the Secretary of the Department of
Defense, and in consultation with industry
and academia, shall continue to carry out
basic and applied hypersonic research.

(c) HYPERSONIC RESEARCH ROADMAP.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Administrator, in
consultation with the Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Administration and the
Secretary of the Department of Defense, and
with industry and academic institutions,
shall update the hypersonic research road-
map required under section 603 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Transition Authorization Act of 2017
(Public Law 115-10; 51 U.S.C. 20302 note). In
updating the research roadmap, the Adminis-
trator may consider advancements in—

(1) system level design, analysis, and vali-
dation of hypersonic aircraft technologies;

(2) propulsion capabilities and tech-
nologies;

(3) vehicle technologies to include vehicle
flow physics and vehicle thermal manage-
ment associated with aerodynamic heating;

(4) advanced materials, including materials
capable of withstanding high temperatures
and demonstrating durable materials, and ef-
forts to create models and simulate use of
such materials; and

(5) other areas of hypersonic research as
determined appropriate by the Adminis-
trator.

(d) REPORT AND BRIEFING.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall—

(1) transmit the updated research roadmap
under subsection (c) to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress; and

(2) provide a briefing on the research con-
ducted under subsection (b), including how
such research aligns with the updated re-
search roadmap under subsection (c).

SEC. 504. ADVANCED MATERIALS AND MANUFAC-
TURING TECHNOLOGY.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall transmit a report to the appropriate
committees of Congress on the status of
NASA activities relating to section 10831(e),
the Advanced Materials and Manufacturing
Technology Program, and section 10831(f), re-
garding relevant Research Partnerships, as
set forth in the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Authorization Act of
2022 (Public Law 117-167).

SEC. 505. UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM AND AD-
VANCED AIR MOBILITY.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that research
and development related to autonomous
aviation is vital to ensure United States
competitiveness as the National Airspace
System evolves from trajectory-based oper-
ations to collaborative and highly auto-
mated operations.

(b) COLLABORATION.—The Administrator
shall, in collaboration with the Adminis-
trator of Federal Aviation Administration,
the heads of other relevant Federal agencies,
and appropriate representatives of academia
and industry, continue its research on un-
manned aircraft systems and advanced air
mobility, including research related to UTM
and autonomous capabilities, as practicable.
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(c) BRIEF.—Not later than 18 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall brief the appropriate
committees of Congress on the progress of
the research under subsection (b).

SEC. 506. ADVANCED CAPABILITIES FOR EMER-
GENCY RESPONSE OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
leverage NASA-developed tools and tech-
nologies to conduct research and develop-
ment activities under the Advanced Capa-
bilities for Emergency Response Operations
(ACERO) project, or appropriate successor
project or projects, to improve aerial re-
sponses to wildfires.

(b) GoALS.—The research and development
activities conducted under subsection (a)
may include the following:

(1) Advanced aircraft technologies and air-
space management efforts to assist in the
management, deconfliction, and coordina-
tion of aerial assets during wildfire response
efforts.

(2) Information sharing and real-time data
exchange for wildfire response teams.

(3) Development of an interoperable plat-
form to provide situational awareness of aer-
ial assets during wildfire response.

(4) Establishment of a multi-agency con-
cept of operations, which may involve Fed-
eral, State, and local government agencies,
to enable coordination of aerial activities for
wildfire response.

(c) COLLABORATION.—In carrying out this
section, the Administrator—

(1) may coordinate and collaborate with
other Federal, State, and local government
agencies, regional organizations, and com-
mercial partners and academic institutions
involved in wildfire management; and

(2) shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, consult with the heads of other Fed-
eral departments and agencies to avoid du-
plication of activities.

(d) PROHIBITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in this
subsection, the Administrator may not pro-
cure an unmanned aircraft system to con-
duct activities described in this section if
such unmanned aircraft system is manufac-
tured or assembled by a covered foreign enti-
ty.

(2) EXEMPTION.—The Administrator may
waive the prohibition under paragraph (1) on
a case-by-case basis if the Administrator—

(A) determines that the procurement of an
unmanned aircraft system is—

(i) in the national interest of the United
States; and

(ii) necessary for the sole purpose of im-
proving aerial responses to wildfires; and

(B) notifies the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate not later than 30 days after a deter-
mination in the affirmative under subpara-
graph (A).

(e) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act and annually thereafter until December
31, 2029, the Administrator shall submit to
the Committee on Science, Space and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate a report de-
scribing the activities, including results,
carried out pursuant to this section 2. Each
such report, at minimum, shall contain the
following:

(1) A description of any research and devel-
opment activities.

(2) A description of the Administrator’s ac-
tivities pursuant to subsection (c).

(3) An identification of any topics related
to improvement of aerial responses to
wildfires that could benefit from further re-
search.
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(4) A description of any continuing efforts
under this section.

(5) Any other information determined ap-
propriate by the Administrator.

(f) DEFINITION.—In this section:

(1) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term
“covered foreign entity’” has the meaning
given such term in section 1832 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31).

(2) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term
“unmanned aircraft system’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 44801 of title
49, United States Code.

SEC. 507. HYDROGEN AVIATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations for such purpose,
and taking into consideration the strategy
developed under and research conducted pur-
suant to section 1019 of the FAA Reauthor-
ization Act of 2024 (Public Law 118-63), the
Administrator may carry out research on
emerging technologies related to hydrogen
aviation.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on
the findings of the research under subsection
(a).

SEC. 508. HHGH-PERFORMANCE CHASE AIRCRAFT.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) NASA programs benefit from and rely
upon high-performance chase aircraft for
providing research and mission support; and

(2) NASA currently faces maintenance
challenges related to its aging high-perform-
ance aircraft fleet, which is resulting in in-
creased program costs.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act and bi-
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall
provide to the appropriate committees of
Congress a briefing on the strategy of NASA
relating to the following:

(1) Collaboration with the Department of
Defense on efforts for research and flight
asset sharing to support NASA’s research
mission support and pilot training require-
ments.

(2) Efforts to seek aircraft parts and en-
gines to keep NASA’s current fleet of chase
aircraft operational, including potential use
of 3D additive manufactured parts.

(3) Strategies for acquiring or using
through loan, sharing, or other agreements,
as appropriate, Department of Defense air-
craft to support NASA’s research and mis-
sion support activities, as required.

SEC. 509. COLLABORATION WITH ACADEMIA.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) colleges and universities are hubs of re-
search and innovation, with expertise in var-
ious fields of science and aeronautics;

(2) collaborating with academia allows
NASA to access cutting-edge research and
expertise that can further enable advance-
ments in aeronautics research and tech-
nology and address complex aeronautical
challenges;

(3) a cutting-edge civil aeronautics re-
search and development program can inspire
the next generation to pursue education and
careers in science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics, including aeronautics; and

(4) opportunities for students to partici-
pate in NASA-supported academic research
and development projects, such as the Uni-
versity Leadership Initiative, the University
Students Research Challenge, and related
aeronautic projects and competitions, con-
tributes to training the next generation and
developing the aeronautics workforce to sup-
port continued United States leadership and
economic growth in civil aeronautics and
aviation.
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SEC. 510. NATIONAL STUDENT UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS COMPETITION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
lead a national pilot program to carry out
unmanned aircraft systems technology com-
petitions for students at the high school and
undergraduate level (in this section referred
to as ‘‘competitions’) in which students
shall compete to design, create, and dem-
onstrate an unmanned aircraft system.

(b) COMPETITION ADMINISTRATION.—The Ad-
ministrator shall award, on a merit-re-
viewed, competitive basis, a grant to a non-
profit organization, an institution of higher
education, or a consortium thereof, to ad-
minister the pilot program under subsection
(a) (in this section referred to as the ‘‘com-
petition administrator’’).

(¢) AWARD CRITERIA.—The Administrator
shall ensure that the award decision made
under subsection (b) take into account the
extent to which the eligible entity—

(1) identifies a plan for engaging eligible
institutions from diverse geographic areas,
including poor, rural, and Tribal commu-
nities; and

(2) identifies a plan for connecting science,
technology, engineering, and medicine
(STEM) activities to Administration mis-
sions and centers.

(d) COMPETITION ADMINISTRATOR RESPON-
SIBILITIES.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram, the competition administrator shall
be responsible for the following:

(1) Awarding grants to institutions of high-
er education or nonprofit organizations (or a
consortium thereof) on a merit-reviewed,
competitive basis to host individual com-
petitions.

(2) Developing STEM curriculum to be uti-
lized by the competition awardees to help
students make the connection to the design,
construction, and demonstration of un-
manned aircraft systems.

(3) Developing curriculum to assist stu-
dents in making real-world connections to
STEM content and educate students on the
relevance and significance of STEM careers.

(4) Ensuring competition awardees are sup-
porting the activities specified in subsection
®.

(5) Conducting performance evaluations of
competitions, including data collection, on
the following:

(A) The number of students engaged.

(B) Geographic and institutional diversity
of participating schools and institutions of
higher education.

(6) Any other activities the Administrator
finds necessary to ensure the competitions
are successful.

(e) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In award-
ing grants in subsection (d), the competition
administrator shall consider applications
that include a partnership with that State’s
space grant program under chapter 403 of
title 51, United States Code.

(f) PERMITTED ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out
the pilot program under subsection (a), the
competition administrator shall ensure com-
petitions occurring at both the high school
and undergraduate levels—

(1) allow students to design, construct, and
demonstrate an unmanned aircraft system;

(2) allow students to compete with other
teams in the performance of the constructed
unmanned aircraft system;

(3) connect to relevant missions and NASA
Center activities of the Administration;

(4) connect relevant STEM curriculum to
the design, construction, and demonstration
of unmanned aircraft systems;

(5) support activities designed to help stu-
dents make real-world connections to STEM
content and educate students on the rel-
evance and significance of STEM careers;

(6) are geographically dispersed in order to
serve a broad student population, including
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those in rural and underserved communities;
and

(7) encourage, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, the participation of students from
groups historically underrepresented in
STEM.

(g) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
six months after the end of the pilot program
under subsection (a), the Administrator shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report describing the accomplish-
ments, lessons learned, any challenges in the
implementation of the pilot program, and
recommendations for whether to continue
the pilot program.

(h) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘‘eligible institution’ means—

(1) an institution of higher education;

(2) a nonprofit research institution;

(3) a high school; or

(4) a consortium of 2 or more entities de-
scribed in any of paragraphs (1) through (3).
SEC. 511. DECADAL SURVEY FOR NATIONAL AER-

ONAUTICS RESEARCH AND PRIOR-
ITIES REVIEW.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Engaging the science and engineering
communities, along with industry, through
the development of a National Academies of
Science, Engineering, and Medicine decadal
survey in aeronautics research and develop-
ment can provide a science and engineering
community consensus on key research and
development priorities in national civil aero-
nautics programs.

(2) A decadal survey entails a comprehen-
sive review of and strategy and priorities for
civil national aeronautics research and de-
velopment and prioritizes for the next dec-
ade.

(3) A decadal survey for civil aeronautics
research and development can serve as a
guiding framework for strategic planning
and resource allocation in the field of civil
aeronautics for the coming decade.

(b) STUDY.—The Administrator in con-
sultation with the heads of other relevant
Federal Government agencies and in accord-
ance with section 20305 of title 51. United
States Code, shall seek to enter into an ar-
rangement with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (in this
section referred to as the ‘‘National Acad-
emies’’) to conduct a decadal survey of civil
aeronautics research and development for
the 20256—2035 decade. The survey shall rec-
ommend research priorities to sustain
United States leadership in civil aeronautics
research and development and support a safe
and sustainable future for aviation. The sur-
vey may also include recommendations re-
lated to the dissemination and transition of
such research and development to the United
States commercial aviation and aircraft in-
dustries, to enabling innovation, and to en-
suring a world-class workforce for aero-
nautics research and development and re-
lated United States commercial industries
and activities.

(c) TRANSMITTAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate the results of such sur-
vey, including any recommendations.

SEC. 512. MAKING ADVANCEMENTS IN COMMER-
CIAL HYPERSONICS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In conducting the
hypersonics research in section 40112(d) of
title 51, United States Code, the Adminis-
trator may establish the Making Advance-
ments in Commercial Hypersonics Program
(in this section referred to as the ‘“‘Pro-
gram’’), which shall facilitate opportunities
for testing of high-speed aircraft and other
technologies that advance scientific research
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and technology development related to
hypersonic aircraft.

(b) LIMITATION.—The Program under sub-
section (a) shall not fund the development of
technologies that are supported by such test-
ing opportunities.

(c) PLAN.—Not later than 60 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator, acting through the Aeronautics
Research Mission Directorate, shall develop
a strategic plan for activities under sub-
section (a) that aligns with the research
roadmap under section 503 of this Act.

(d) COORDINATION, CONSULTATION AND COL-
LABORATION.—

(1) The Administrator shall ensure coordi-
nation between the Aeronautics Research
Mission Directorate and other Mission Direc-
torates, as appropriate, to identify tech-
nologies eligible for testing opportunities
under the Program.

(2) The Administrator shall consult and
seek to collaborate with, as appropriate,
with the Secretary of Defense and the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration on activities related to the Pro-
gram, including development, testing, and
evaluation of high-speed aircraft and related
technologies.

(e) REPORT.—The Administrator shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress, and the Committee on Armed Services
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Armed Services of the Sen-
ate—

(1) not later than 80 days after the date of
the enactment of this section, a report
that—

(A) describes activities of the program es-
tablished under subsection (a); and

(B) includes the strategic plan produced
under subsection (c¢); and

(2) not later than 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, a report describing progress in
carrying out the program, including the
number and type of testing opportunities ex-
ecuted in the previous fiscal year and
planned for the upcoming fiscal year.

(f) RESEARCH SECURITY.—Nothing under
this section authorizes the Administrator to
develop, implement, or execute an agree-
ment related to technologies under this sec-
tion with any entity of concern, a foreign
business entity, or a foreign country of con-
cern.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) ENTITY OF CONCERN.—the term ‘‘entity
of concern’ has the meaning given such term
in section 10114 of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act
(Public Law 117-167; 42 U.S.C. 18912).

(2) FOREIGN BUSINESS ENTITY.—The term
“foreign business entity’”’ means an entity
that is majority-owned or majority-con-
trolled (as such term is defined in section
800.208 of title 31, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or a successor regulation), or minority
owned greater than 25 percent by—

(A) any governmental organization of a
foreign country of concern; or

(B) any other entity that is—

(i) known to be owned or controlled by any
governmental organization of a foreign coun-
try of concern; or

(ii) organized under, or otherwise subject
to, the laws of a foreign country of concern.

(3) FOREIGN COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The
term ‘‘foreign country of concern’ has the
meaning given such term in section 9901 of
title XCIX of division H of the William M.
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 U.S.C.
4651).

(4) HIGH-SPEED AIRCRAFT.—The term ‘‘high-
speed aircraft’ has the meaning given such
term in section 1009 of the Federal Aviation
Reauthorization Act of 2024 (Public Law 118-
63).
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TITLE VI—SCIENCE
SEC. 601. MAINTAINING A BALANCED SCIENCE
PORTFOLIO.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Congress reaf-
firms the sense of Congress that—

(1) a balanced and adequately funded set of
activities consisting of research and analysis
grant programs, technology development,
suborbital research activities, and small,
medium, and large space missions, contrib-
utes to a robust and productive science pro-
gram and serves as a catalyst for innovation
and discovery; and

(2) the Administrator should set science
priorities by following the recommendations
and guidance provided by the scientific com-
munity through the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine decadal
surveys.

(b) PoLICY REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaf-
firms the policy of the United States set
forth in section 501(c) of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Transi-
tion Authorization Act of 2017 (Public Law
115-10; 51 U.S.C. 20302 note), which states, ‘It
is the policy of the United States to ensure,
to the extent practicable, a steady cadence
of large, medium, and small science mis-
sions’.

SEC. 602. IMPLEMENTATION
SION COST-CAPS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) NASA science missions address compel-
ling scientific questions prioritized by the
National Academies decadal surveys, and
often such missions exceed expectations in
terms of performance, longevity, and sci-
entific impact;

(2) the Administrator should continue to
pursue an ambitious science program while
also seeking to avoid excessive cost growth
that has the potential to affect the balance
across the Science portfolio and within the
Science Divisions;

(3) audits by the NASA Inspector General
and the Government Accountability Office
have reported that early cost estimates for
missions in the preliminary phases of con-
ception and development are immature and
unreliable, and the cost of a mission typi-
cally is not well-understood until the project
is further along in the development process;

(4) cost growth of a mission beyond its
early cost estimates is a challenge for budget
planning and has the potential to affect
other missions in the Science Mission Direc-
torate portfolio, including through delays to
future mission solicitations; and

(5) relying on early cost estimates made
prior to preliminary design review for
science missions which then experience such
cost growth may disincentivize program and
cost discipline moving forward.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall transmit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
view of NASA practices related to establish-
ment of and compliance with cost caps of

OF SCIENCE MIS-

competitively-selected, principal investi-
gator-led science missions. The review
shall—

(1) assess current cost cap values and de-
termine whether existing cost-cap amounts
are appropriate for different classes of mis-
sions;

(2) consider the effectiveness of cost caps
in maintaining a varied and balanced port-
folio of mission types within the Science
Mission Directorate;

(3) describe the information NASA requires
as part of a proposal submission related to
project cost estimates and proposal compli-
ance with cost caps, and assess whether such
required information provides sufficient in-
sight or confidence in the estimates;
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(4) consider NASA processes for assessing
proposed cost estimates and the accuracy of
such assessments for past competitively-se-
lected, principal investigator-led science
missions; and

(5) for the period starting on January 1,
2000 and ending on the date of the enactment
of this Act—

(A) a list of—

(i) competitively-selected, principal inves-
tigator-led science missions for which costs
have exceeded the associated cost cap; and

(ii) reason the mission costs exceeded the
cost-cap;

(B) an assessment of NASA’s role in pre-
dicting, preventing, or managing competi-
tively-selected, principal investigator-led
science mission cost increases; and

(C) a description of the impact of increased
competitively-selected, principal investi-
gator-led science mission costs beyond the
cost caps on—

(i) the missions for which the cost cap has
been breached; and

(ii) other missions within the applicable di-
vision and within the Science Mission Direc-
torate.

SEC. 603. REEXAMINATION OF DECADAL SUR-

VEYS.
Title 51, United States Code, is amended in
section 20305(c) by inserting ¢, significant

changes to the after
‘“‘growth’.
SEC. 604. LANDSAT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall transmit a report to the appropriate
committees of Congress describing—

(1) the Administrator’s efforts to comply
with section 60134 of title 51, United States
Code;

(2) aspects of Landsat NEXT or any other
Landsat observations that—

(A) could be provided by private sector
data-buys or service procurements; and

(B) could—

(i) meet associated science requirements
while maintaining or exceeding the quality,
integrity, and continuity of the Landsat ob-
servational capabilities and performance, in-
cluding requirements necessary to ensure
high-quality calibrated data continuity and
traceability with the 50-year Landsat data
record; and

(ii) comply with nondiscriminatory avail-
ability of unenhanced data and public
archiving of data pursuant to section 60141
and 60142 of title 51, United States Code, and
all other relevant federal laws, regulations,
and policies related to open science and data
accessibility;

(3) any potential tradeoffs or other impacts
of subparagraphs (A) or (B) that could reduce
the benefit of Landsat data for scientific and
applied uses or reduce the Federal Govern-
ment’s ability to make such data available
for the widest possible use; and

(4) recommendations and opportunities for
the Federal Government to mitigate poten-
tial tradeoffs or impacts identified under
paragraph (3) or to otherwise facilitate pri-
vate sector data-buys or service procure-
ments.

SEC. 605. PRIVATE EARTH OBSERVATION DATA.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 702 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C.
18371) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘The Director of OSTP”’ and
inserting the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of OSTP”’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In updating the
civil Earth observation strategic implemen-
tation plan pursuant to subsection (a), the
Director of the Office of Science and Tech-

NASA budget”
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nology Policy shall consider commercial
Earth observation data, as appropriate, that
can be purchased or accessed by the Federal
Government to meet Earth observation re-
quirements.”.

(b) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
REPORT.—Not later than 12 months after the
release of the next civil Earth observation
strategic implementation plan update under
section 702(a) of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Authorization Act
of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18371(a)), the Comptroller
General shall report to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress an assessment of the Di-
rector of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy’s implementation of section
702(b) of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration Authorization Act of 2010 (42
U.S.C. 18371(b)), as amended.

SEC. 606. COMMERCIAL SATELLITE DATA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Section 60501 of title 51, United States
Code, states that the goal for the Earth
Science program of NASA shall be to pursue
a program of Earth observations, research,
and applications activities to better under-
stand the Earth, how it supports life, and
how human activities affect its ability to do
so in the future.

(2) Section 50115 of title 51, United States
Code, states that the Administrator of NASA
shall, to the extent possible and while satis-
fying the scientific or educational require-
ments of NASA, and where appropriate, of
other Federal agencies and scientific re-
searchers, acquire, where cost effective,
space-based and airborne commercial Earth
remote sensing data, services, distribution,
and applications from a commercial pro-
vider.

(3) The Administrator of NASA established
the Commercial SmallSat Data Acquisition
Pilot Program in 2019 to identify, validate,
and acquire from commercial sources data
that support the Earth science research and
application goals.

(4) The Administrator of NASA has—

(A) determined that the pilot program de-
scribed in paragraph (3) has been a success,
as described in the final evaluation entitled
“Commercial SmallSat Data Acquisition
Program Pilot Evaluation Report’ issued in
2020;

(B) established a formal process for evalu-
ating and onboarding new commercial ven-
dors in such pilot program;

(C) increased the number of commercial
vendors and commercial data products avail-
able through such pilot program; and

(D) expanded procurement arrangements
with commercial vendors to broaden user ac-
cess to provide commercial Earth remote
sensing data and imagery to federally funded
researchers.

(b) COMMERCIAL SATELLITE DATA ACQUISI-
TION PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 603 of title 51,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§60307. Commercial satellite data acquisi-

tion program

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
establish within the Earth Science Division
of the Science Mission Directorate a pro-
gram to acquire and disseminate cost-effec-
tive and appropriate commercial Earth re-
mote sensing data and imagery in order to
satisfy the scientific, operational, and edu-
cational requirements of the Administra-
tion, and where appropriate, of other Federal
agencies and scientific researchers to aug-
ment or complement the suite of Earth ob-
servations acquired by the Administration,
other United States Government agencies,
and international partners.
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‘“(b) DATA PUBLICATION AND TRANS-
PARENCY.—The terms and conditions of com-
mercial Earth remote sensing data and im-
agery acquisitions under the program de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall not prevent—

‘(1) the publication of commercial data or
imagery for scientific purposes; or

‘(2) the publication of information that is
derived from, incorporates, or enhances the
original commercial data or imagery of a
vendor.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION.—In carrying out the
program under this section, the Adminis-
trator may—

‘(1) procure the commercial Earth remote
sensing data and imagery from commercial
vendors to advance scientific research and
applications in accordance with subsection
(a); and

‘(2) establish or modify end-use license
terms and conditions to allow for the widest-
possible use of procured commercial Earth
remote sensing data and imagery by individ-
uals other than NASA-funded users, con-
sistent with the goals of the program.

“(d) UNITED STATES VENDORS.—Commer-
cial Earth remote sensing data and imagery
referred to in subsections (a) and (c¢) shall, to
the maximum extent practicable, be pro-
cured from United States vendors.

‘‘(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this section and
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report that includes the following informa-
tion regarding the agreements, vendors, li-
cense terms, and uses of commercial Earth
remote sensing data and imagery under this
section:

“(1)(A) In the case of the initial report, a
list of all agreements that are providing
commercial Earth remote sensing data and
imagery to NASA as of the date of the re-
port.

‘“(B) For each subsequent report, a list of
all agreements that have provided commer-
cial Earth remote sensing data and imagery
to NASA during the reporting period.

‘(2) A description of the end-use license
terms and conditions for each such vendor.

““(3) A description of the manner in which
each such agreement is advancing scientific
research and applications, including prior-
ities recommended by the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
decadal surveys.

‘“(4) Information specifying whether the
Administrator has entered into an agree-
ment with a commercial vendor or a Federal
agency that permits the use of data and im-
agery by Federal Government employees,
contractors, or non-Federal users.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for chapter 603 of title 51, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new item:

¢60307. Commercial Satellite Data Acquisi-
tion Program.”.
SEC. 607. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION MEASURE-
MENTS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) observation and measurement of green-
house gases such as carbon dioxide and
methane are of critical importance to under-
stand the sources of these emissions;

(2) additional tools can improve the precise
detection of methane leaks from natural gas
lines and production facilities to reduce eco-
nomic losses and to reduce unintentional re-
lease of this potent greenhouse gas;

(3) observation of such gases can be con-
ducted with a combination of space-based,
airborne, and ground-based instruments;
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(4) in 2022, NASA cancelled the Geo-
stationary Carbon Cycle Observatory, a com-
petitively-selected, Principal Investigator-
led instrument under development that is de-
signed to make space-based observations of
greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide,
carbon monoxide, and methane, as well as
vegetation health over the western hemi-
sphere from geosynchronous orbit; and

() in 2023, the Geostationary Carbon Cycle
Observatory PI-led project team delivered an
unvalidated instrument assembly and flight
spares to NASA as part of the project close-
out activities.

(b) HARDWARE.—

(1) The Administrator shall assess the
hardware and, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, seek to validate the instrument as-
sembly delivered to the Administration
under the contract for the development of
GeoCarb, which shall include an assessment
of scientific capabilities of the delivered
hardware, including potential repurposed
uses or science contributions.

(2) The Administrator, within 6 months of
the date of the enactment of this Act, shall
provide a report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress regarding the results of the
assessment conducted pursuant to paragraph
(1) and if appropriate based on the assess-
ment, a list of potential launch opportuni-
ties, including cost and schedule associated
with such opportunities.

(c) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator, in consultation with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, and other relevant agencies,
shall enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine to develop a science-based
strategy to assess and evaluate the use of
present and future greenhouse gas moni-
toring and detection capabilities, including
ground-based, airborne, and space-based sen-
sors and integration of data relating to such
monitoring and detection from other indica-
tors, to detect large methane emission
events (commonly referred to as ‘‘methane
super-emitters’’).

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The strategy described
in subsection (a) shall include the following
elements:

(A) Development of a proposed definition
for the term ‘“‘methane super-emitter’’.

(B) Examination of whether and how cur-
rent and planned Federal greenhouse gas
monitoring and detection capabilities may
be leveraged to monitor and detect methane
super-emitters, and identify key gaps in such
capabilities.

(C) Examination of the effectiveness of the
U.S. Greenhouse Gas Center and Greenhouse
Gas Monitoring and Measurement Inter-
agency Working Group in facilitating inter-
agency collaboration for greenhouse gas
monitoring and detection, data standards,
stewardship, and data integration, including
activities related to monitoring and detect-
ing methane super-emitters.

(D) Examination of actions taken by Fed-
eral agencies and departments in response to
the National Strategy to Advance an Inte-
grated U.S. Greenhouse Gas Measurement,
Monitoring, and Information System, includ-
ing progress towards pathways to enhance
the scientific and operational value of infor-
mation regarding methane super-emitters.

(E) Consideration of options for the Fed-
eral Government to partner with nongovern-
mental entities, including State and local
governments, academia, nonprofit organiza-
tions, commercial industry, and inter-
national organizations, to effectively lever-
age greenhouse gas monitoring and detection
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capabilities to monitor and detect methane
super-emitters.

(F') Consideration of options for the Fed-
eral Government to validate and verify tech-
nologies and data developed or collects by
nongovernmental entities, academia, non-
profit organizations, commercial industry,
and international organizations related to
monitoring and detecting methane super-
emitters.

(G) Recommendations regarding the activi-
ties under subparagraphs (A) through (F), as
appropriate.

(d) USE OF STRATEGY.—The Administrator
may use the strategy described in subsection
(a) to inform the planning of research and
development activities regarding greenhouse
gas monitoring and detection, including
methane super-emitters.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the execution of the agree-
ment between the Administrator and the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine under subsection (a), the Na-
tional Academies shall submit to the Admin-
istrator, the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a
report on the strategy described in sub-
section (a).

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) GREENHOUSE GAS MONITORING AND DE-
TECTION.—The term ‘‘greenhouse gas moni-
toring and detection’” means the direct ob-
servation, from space or in-situ, or collection
of measurement data pertaining to, green-
house gas emissions and levels.

(2) GEOCARB.—The term ‘‘GeoCarb’’ shall
mean the Geostationary Carbon Cycle Ob-

servatory.
SEC. 608. NASA DATA FOR AGRICULTURAL APPLI-
CATIONS.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing:

(1) NASA has decades of experience in
space-based scientific Earth observations
and measurements, including data, trends
and modeling.

(2) NASA Earth science data, which in-
cludes data on precipitation, temperature,
evapotranspiration, soil moisture, and vege-
tation health, has been used to inform the
decisionmaking of agricultural producers.

(3) NASA applies its scientific data and
models to inform and support the agricul-
tural community and engages in innovative
collaborations such as the NASA Acres and
NASA Harvest agricultural consortia.

(4) NASA uses space-based Earth observa-
tions and science and applications to support
farmers in efforts to conserve water and
other resources, improve farm management
and crop yield, and facilitate the stability of
the national food supply.

(56) NASA’s upcoming Earth System Ob-
servatory will benefit the agricultural com-
munity by improving observations critical
for measuring and understanding cropland
conditions, water availability, early onset
crop disease, soil moisture, and other crop
and rangeland management indicators.

(6) Increased engagement between NASA
and the agricultural community can support
agricultural producers, bolster the national
food supply, and improve agricultural re-
search, science, and technology.

(b) DATA DISSEMINATION.—NASA shall con-
tinue to partner with other relevant Federal
agencies, as practicable, to disseminate
water, soil, vegetation, land-use, and other
relevant NASA Earth observation and
science data, information and tools to sup-
port American agricultural producers. Such
partnerships may include activities such as—

(1) continuing the leverage NASA Earth
science water data and information to enable
efficient use of resources, inform irrigation
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decisions, and support local innovation and
control of water management;

(2) supporting agriculture decisionmaking
by increasing the accessibility and
useability of NASA Earth science data, in-
formation, and tools relevant to the impact
of disease, weather, precipitation, and other
environmental factors on agricultural pro-
duction; or

(3) making available, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable, NASA earth science meas-
urements and data to advance precision agri-
cultural capabilities relevant to the needs
and requirements of agricultural producers.

(c) APPLICATION OF SPACE-BASED DATA.—
The Administrator shall, in furtherance of
the goal for the NASA’s Earth science and
applications program of securing practical
benefits for society, as set forth in section
60501 of title 51, United States Code, continue
to collaborate with relevant Federal agen-
cies to develop mechanisms to transition, as
appropriate, relevant NASA Earth science
research findings, data, information, models,
and capabilities to operational governmental
and private sector entities focused on ad-
dressing the needs of the agricultural user
community.

(d) PARTNERING.—In carrying out sub-
sections (b) and (d), NASA shall, to the ex-
tent practicable and in collaboration with
other relevant Federal agencies, where ap-
propriate, continue to engage State and local
government agencies, institutions of higher
education, agriculture producer organiza-
tions, and other relevant stakeholder and
user communities from the public and pri-
vate sectors to improve dissemination of
NASA Earth science data, information, and
tools relevant to the needs of agricultural
producers and the agriculture industry, in
accordance with the goal for the Administra-
tion’s Earth science and applications pro-
gram set forth in section 60501 of title 51,
United States Code, and relevant rec-
ommendations of the most recent decadal
survey on Earth science and applications
from space.

SEC. 609. PLANETARY SCIENCE PORTFOLIO.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) planetary science missions advance the
scientific understanding of the solar system
and the place of humans in it while also ad-
vancing the design and operations of space-
craft and robotic engineering; and

(2) Discovery, New Frontiers, and Flagship
programs allow NASA to fund a range of
missions that vary in size, cost, and com-
plexity; maintaining balance across these
mission classes allows for a broad scope of
discoveries and scientific advances.

(b) MISSION PRIORITIES REAFFIRMATION.—
Congress reaffirms the direction in section
502(b)(1) of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Transition Authoriza-
tion Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-10; 51 U.S.C.
20302 note) that—

(1) in accordance with the priorities estab-
lished in the most recent Planetary Science
Decadal Survey, the Administrator shall en-
sure, to the greatest extent practicable, the
completion of a balanced set of Discovery,
New Frontiers, and Flagship missions at the
cadence recommended by the most recent
Planetary Science Decadal Survey; and

(2) consistent with the set of missions de-
scribed in paragraph (1), and while maintain-
ing the continuity of scientific data and
steady development of capabilities and tech-
nologies, the Administrator may seek, if
necessary, adjustments to mission priorities,
schedule, and scope in light of changing
budget projections.

SEC. 610. PLANETARY DEFENSE.

(a) Section 808 of the National Aeronautics

and Space Administration Authorization Act
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of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18387), is amended in sub-
section (b) by striking ‘‘implement, before
September 30, 2012, and inserting ‘‘, in co-
ordination with the NASA Administrator,
maintain and regularly update’.

(b) Title 51, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 71103—

(A) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘De-
veloping policy and recommending’ and in-
serting ‘‘Policy on near-Earth objects and”’

(B) by striking ‘“Within 2 years after Octo-
ber 15, 2008, the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’;

(C) after ‘“Policy shall”’, by inserting ‘‘, in
coordination with the Administrator, main-
tain and regularly update’’;

(D) by striking ‘(1) develop’’; and

(E) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘(2) rec-
ommend’”’ and inserting ‘‘recommendations
for”’; and

(2) in chapter 711—

(A) by adding at the end the following:
“§71105. Planetary defense coordination of-

fice

‘‘(a) OFFICE.—As directed in section 10825 of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration Authorization Act of 2022 (Public
Law 117-167), the Administrator shall main-
tain an office within the Planetary Science
Division of the Science Mission Directorate
to be known as the ‘Planetary Defense Co-
ordination Office’.

‘““(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—Consistent with
the direction in section 10825 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Au-
thorization Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167)
the Planetary Defense Coordination Office
under subsection (a) shall—

‘(1) plan, develop, and implement a pro-
gram to survey threats posed by near-Earth
objects equal to or grater than 140 meters in
diameter, as required by section 321(d)(1) of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration Authorization Act of 2005 (Public
Law 109-155; 119 Stat. 2922; 51 U.S.C. 71101
note prec.);

‘(2) identify, track, and characterize po-
tentially hazardous near-Earth objects, issue
warnings of the effects of potential impacts
of such objects, and investigate strategies
and technologies for mitigating the poten-
tial impacts of such objects; and

““(3) assist in coordinating government
planning for a response to a potential impact
of a near-Earth objects.”’; and

(B) in the table of contents—

(i) by adding at the end the following new
item:
¢“71105. Planetary Defense Coordination Of-

fice.””; and

(ii) by amending the item relating to sec-
tion 71103 to read as follows:
¢71103. Policy on near-Earth objects and re-

sponsible Federal agency.”’.
SEC. 611. LUNAR DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
carry out, within the Science Mission Direc-
torate, a program to accomplish science ob-
jectives for the Moon, with an organizational
structure that aligns responsibility, author-
ity, and accountability, as recommended by
the most recent decadal survey for planetary
science and astrobiology.

(b) OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS.—In car-
rying out the program in subsection (a), the
Administrator shall direct the Science Mis-
sion Directorate, in consultation with the
Exploration Systems Development Mission
Directorate and the Space Technology Mis-
sion Directorate, to define high-priority
lunar science objectives informed by decadal
and other scientific consensus recommenda-
tions, and related requirements of an inte-
grated Artemis science strategy for human
and robotic missions to the Moon.

(c) INSTRUMENTATION.—The program in
subsection (a) should assess the need for and
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facilitate the development of instrumenta-

tion to support the scientific exploration of

the Moon.

SEC. 612. COMMERCIAL LUNAR PAYLOAD SERV-
ICES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Administrator’s encouragement and
support for commercial services for lunar
surface delivery capabilities and other re-
lated services serves the national interest;
and

(2) commercial providers benefit from an
approach that places low-cost, noncritical
instruments on initial deliveries using
small- and medium-size landers before pro-
ceeding to larger landers for more complex
payloads.

(b) COMMERCIAL LUNAR PAYLOAD SERV-
ICES.—The Administrator is authorized to es-
tablish a Commercial Lunar Payload Serv-
ices program for the purposes of procuring,
from one or more United States commercial
providers, services for delivery of NASA
science payloads, and the payloads of other
NASA mission directorates, as appropriate
and practicable, to the lunar surface.

(¢) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER MISSION DIREC-
TORATES.—A Mission Directorate that seeks
to obtain commercial lunar payload services
under the program established in subsection
(b) shall provide funding for—

(1) any payload, instrument or other item
sponsored by the Mission Directorate for de-
livery through the program; and

(2) the cost of the commercial lunar pay-
load services obtained on behalf of the Mis-
sion Directorate.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing any
such activities pursuant to subsection (b),
the Administrator shall—

(1) conduct updated market research on
the commercial lunar economy and identify
any changes since the last market analysis;

(2) assess NASA’s needs from and role in
and contribution to the commercial lunar
delivery market;

(3) based on such needs identified in para-
graph (2), assess the effectiveness of the task
order approach in advancing commercial de-
velopment of lunar delivery services, includ-
ing an assessment of the appropriate number
of providers necessary to support NASA com-
mercial lunar delivery needs, and identify
any challenges and recommendations for im-
provement; and

(4) strengthen procedures related to the se-
lection, manifesting, interfaces, and require-
ments of payloads and other relevant factors
that could contribute to minimizing future
NASA-directed changes to projects following
commercial lunar payload service contract
awards.

(e) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Not later than 90
days from the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall, informed by
the activities conducted under subsection
(c), prepare and implement a management
plan with clear leadership authority and re-
sponsibility for the program authorized in
subsection (b).

(f) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 180 days
from the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall brief the appropriate
committees of Congress on the implementa-
tion of the management plan in subsection
(d).

(g) COORDINATION.—The  Administrator
shall ensure coordination between Mission
Directorates and the Moon to Mars Program
on the administration of the program in sub-
section (b) to ensure alignment of goals for
lunar delivery services.

SEC. 613. PLANETARY AND LUNAR OPERATIONS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) existing NASA lunar and Martian or-
bital missions are operating well beyond
their planned mission lifespans;
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(2) NASA relies on this aging infrastruc-
ture for observations, communications relay,
and other operations to support critical
NASA missions; and

(3) the United States plans to increase its
activities on and around both the Moon and
Mars in coming years.

(b) PLAN.—The Administrator shall develop
a plan to ensure continuity of operations and
sufficient observational and operational ca-
pabilities on and around the Moon and Mars
necessary to continue to enable a robust
science program and human exploration pro-
gram for the Moon and Mars well into the fu-
ture. Such plan shall consider opportunities
to engage both private and international
partners in future operations.

SEC. 614. MARS SAMPLE RETURN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall,
subject to the availability of appropriations,
lead a Mars Sample Return program to en-
able the return to Earth of scientifically-se-
lected samples from the surface of Mars for
study in terrestrial laboratories, consistent
with the recommendations of the National
Academies decadal surveys for planetary
science.

(b) APPROACH.—The Administrator shall
pursue the program in subsection (a) on a
timeline and in a manner necessary to—

(1) Sustain United States leadership in the
scientific exploration of Mars;

(2) maintain NASA capabilities to land and
operate robotic spacecraft on the surface of
Mars;

(3) preserve the relevant unique and long-
term institutional expertise; and

(4) maintain a balanced and robust plan-
etary science division portfolio without re-
quiring significant increases to the NASA
budget.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—The Adminis-
trator shall, as soon as practicable and no
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, transmit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a plan and
timeline for the implementation of a Mars
Sample Return program pursuant to this
section with the goal of enabling the highest
scientific return for the resources invested.
Such plan shall include a design and mission
architecture and establish realistic cost and
schedule estimates to enable such goal.

SEC. 615. HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE SERVICING.

Not later than 90 days from the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall submit a report to the appropriate
committees of Congress that includes the re-
sults of any study or studies conducted in
the last five years regarding the technical
feasibility of safely reboosting the Hubble
Space Telescope, including any such studies
regarding the technical feasibility of using
private sector capabilities.

SEC. 616. GREAT OBSERVATORIES MISSION AND
TECHNOLOGY MATURATION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator
may establish a Great Observatories Mission
and Technology Maturation project (referred
to in this section as a ‘‘Project’) to mature
the large-scale space-based mission concepts
and technologies needed for a future astro-
physics mission, as informed by the rec-
ommendations of the most recent decadal
survey in astronomy and astrophysics.

(b) ACTIVITIES.—A project established
under subsection (b) shall inform the design
and development of future large-scale space-
based Astrophysics missions by conducting
activities which may include—

(1) assessing the appropriate scope for any
future mission;

(2) determining the range of capabilities
and technology readiness of such capabilities
needed for a mission; and

(3) informing the development and matura-
tion of science and technologies needed for
such mission.
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(c) CosTs.—The independent life-cycle cost
estimate conducted under section 30307 of
title 51, United States Code, as amended by
this Act, for a large-scale space-based mis-
sion resulting from successful completion of
a Project established under subsection (b)
shall include an accounting of all costs spent
on maturation of the mission through such
Project.

(d) REPORT.—Starting on February 1, 2025,
and continuing annually thereafter, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report on the
progress and impacts of any Projects estab-
lished under subsection (b) within Astro-
physics programs.

SEC. 617. NANCY GRACE ROMAN TELESCOPE.

The Administrator shall continue develop-
ment of the Nancy Grace Roman Space Tele-
scope as directed in subsection 10823(b) of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2022 (Public Law
117-167).

SEC. 618. CHANDRA X-RAY OBSERVATORY.

The Administrator shall, to the greatest
extent practicable, take no action to reduce
or otherwise preclude continuation of the
science operations of the Chandra X-Ray Tel-
escope prior to the completion and consider-
ation of the next triennial review of mission
extensions for the Astrophysics division con-
ducted pursuant to section 30504 of title 51,
United States Code and NASA’s ongoing op-
erations paradigm change review.

SEC. 619. HELIOPHYSICS RESEARCH.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) NASA heliophysics research advances
the scientific understanding of the Sun, its
impact on the Earth and near-Earth environ-
ment, and the Sun’s interactions with other
bodies in the solar system, the interplan-
etary medium, and the interstellar medium;

(2) fundamental science supported by the
Heliophysics division is critical to improving
space weather observations forecasting capa-
bilities, which contribute to—

(A) fortifying national security and other
critically important space-based and ground-
based assets;

(B) improving the resilience of the Nation’s
energy infrastructure; and

(C) protecting human health in space; and

(3) the Heliophysics Division should con-
tinue to maximize the scientific return on
investment of its portfolio through main-
taining a balanced portfolio that includes re-
search and analysis, including multidisci-
plinary research initiatives, technology de-
velopment, space-based missions and sub-
orbital flight projects that include both di-
rected and strategic missions and principal
investigator-led, competitively  solicited
missions, informed by the science priorities
and guidance of the most recent decadal sur-
vey in solar and space physics.

(b) PROGRAM MANAGEMENT.—The Adminis-
trator shall seek to—

(1) maintain a regular Explorer Announce-
ment of Opportunity cadence and alternate
between small and mid-sized missions; and

(2) enable a regular selection of Missions of
Opportunity.

SEC. 620. STUDY ON COMMERCIAL SPACE WEATH-
ER DATA.

(a) STUDY.—The Administrator, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, shall conduct a study of the extent to
which commercially-available data could ad-
vance space weather research, including the
relevant space weather research priorities of
the most recent decadal survey on solar and
space physics.

(b) CONTENTS.—The study shall include—

(1) an assessment of commercial capabili-
ties and commercial data that meets or ex-
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ceeds the science and technical standards
and requirements of the Administration,
which may include—

(A) data that is generated or able to be
generated by commercial providers;

(B) commercially-available small space-
craft;

(C) opportunities for hosted NASA pay-
loads on commercial spacecraft; and

(D) commercial solutions for data proc-
essing applicable to space weather science;

(2) recommendations and opportunities for
the Federal Government to facilitate the use
of commercially available options for space
weather data relevant to advancing the Ad-
ministration’s space weather research and
development activities consistent with the
most recent National Academies decadal sur-
vey, without reducing quality of data; and

(3) options, where appropriate, for poten-
tial partnerships or use of NASA prize au-
thority and competitions, as appropriate and
practicable, to obtain access to such data
identified in paragraph (1) that—

(A) meets or exceeds the science and tech-
nical standards and requirements of the Ad-
ministration; and

(B) are not duplicative of activities con-
ducted pursuant to chapter 606 of title 51,
United States Code.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall transmit a report to the
appropriate committees of Congress con-
taining the results of the study provided
under subsection (a).

SEC. 621. GEOSPACE DYNAMICS CONSTELLATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Geospace Dynamics Con-
stellation mission could enable scientific dis-
coveries that will transform understanding
of the processes that govern the dynamics of
the Earth’s upper atmospheric envelope that
surrounds and protects the planet.

(b) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than Sep-
tember 5, 2024, the Administrator shall
transmit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report regarding the schedule and
budget profile to launch the Geospace Dy-
namics Constellation mission by the end of
the decade to fulfill the recommendations of
the heliophysics decadal survey.

SEC. 622. TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT FOR
WILDLAND FIRE SCIENCE, MANAGE-
MENT, AND MITIGATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, act-
ing through the Associate Director of the
Earth Science Division for Earth Action,
shall establish a project for science and tech-
nology development for wildland fire man-
agement and mitigation (referred to in this
section as ‘“‘FireSense’’).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of FireSense is
to co-develop, deploy, and support NASA’s
application of advanced science, data, and
technology capabilities to enable measurable
improvement in United States wildland fire
management and mitigation across the fire
cycle, including pre-fire, active fire, and
post-fire phases.

(c) OBJECTIVES.—In establishing FireSense,
the Administrator shall seek input from rel-
evant stakeholders and shall align FireSense
with the goal for NASA’s Earth science and
applications program set forth in section
60501 of title 51, United States Code, consider
relevant recommendations of the most re-
cent decadal survey on Earth science and ap-
plications from space, and shall, to the ex-
tent practicable, focus on the following ob-
jectives:

(1) Enhanced predictive modeling and early
warning systems for wildland fire detection
and prevention.

(2) Developing remote sensing technologies
and data analysis tools to monitor fire-prone
areas.
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(3) Transitioning wildland fire manage-
ment technologies to operational users, in-
cluding agencies, private sector entities, and
academic institutions.

(4) Conducting research to understand the
impacts of climate change on wildland fire
frequency and intensity.

(5) Supporting post-fire recovery and eco-
system restoration through advanced tech-
nologies and data.

(6) Providing necessary technical assist-
ance to operational users to receive, process,
and make use of wildland fire science, data,
and technology resources.

(7) Any additional objectives as determined
necessary by the Administrator to satisfy
the purpose described in subsection (b).

(d) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—In imple-
menting FireSense, the Administrator shall,
as practicable and appropriate, coordinate
with relevant Federal, State, and local agen-
cies to support wildland fire science, data,
and technology development activities
across all phases of the fire cycle, including
prevention, detection, response, and recov-
ery.

(e) OPERATIONAL SUPPORT.—The Adminis-
trator shall, to the extent practicable and in
collaboration with other relevant Federal
agencies, continue to provide necessary sci-
entific and technical support to enhance
wildland fire mitigation efforts to oper-
ational users, including the following:

(1) Relevant Federal agencies, as deter-
mined appropriate by the Administrator.

(2) State, local, and Tribal governments
and organizations.

(3) Private sector entities.

(4) Academic institutions, including col-
leges, universities, and wildland fire research
institutions.

(f) DATA SHARING AND COLLABORATION.—
The Administrator shall facilitate the shar-
ing of data, tools, and research findings with
operational users and other relevant stake-
holders to ensure effective use of NASA’s ca-
pabilities in wildland fire management.

(g) FIRESENSE PROJECT EVALUATION.—The
Administrator shall periodically evaluate
the effectiveness of FireSense and make nec-
essary adjustments to improve its impact on
wildland fire management.

(h) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act and an-
nually thereafter for five years, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report on the activities
and accomplishments of FireSense, including
the following:

(1) An assessment of interagency coordina-
tion efforts.

(2) FireSense’s impact on wildland fire
management efforts.

(3) A list of emerging wildland fire man-
agement technologies and opportunities that
may be considered for further research, de-
velopment, demonstration, and deployment.

(4) An assessment of existing challenges to
effective coordination with operational
users, including State, local, and Tribal gov-
ernments.

SEC. 623. IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDA-
TIONS BY THE NATIONAL WILDLAND

FIRE MANAGEMENT AND MITIGA-
TION COMMISSION.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Wildland fires pose a significant threat
to public safety, property, and natural re-
sources.

(2) The National Wildland Fire Manage-
ment and Mitigation Commission (in this
section referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’) has
provided critical recommendations for en-
hancing wildland fire science, data, and tech-
nology resources.

(3) The Administration, through the
Science Mission Directorate, has the capa-
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bility to support and enhance wildland fire
management through its advanced research
and technological expertise.

(b) INCORPORATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS.—
The Administrator, in accordance with the
goal for NASA’s Earth science and applica-
tions program set forth in section 60501 of
title 51, United States Code, and relevant
recommendations of the most recent decadal
survey on Earth science and applications
from space, shall incorporate the rec-
ommendations of the Commission, to the ex-
tent practicable, which may include con-
tinuing to carry out the following:

(1) Enhancing the collection, analysis, and
dissemination of data related to wildland
fires, including satellite and remote sensing
data.

(2) Supporting research and development
projects aimed at improving wildland fire
prediction, prevention, response, and recov-
ery.

(3) Developing and deploying technologies
that can assist in monitoring, detecting, and
mitigating wildland fires.

(4) Conducting studies on the impact of cli-
mate change on wildland fire behavior, fre-
quency, and intensity.

(c) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Ad-
ministrator shall continue to coordinate, as
practicable, with other Federal, State, local,
and Tribal entities to integrate the Commis-
sion’s recommendations into broader
wildland fire management efforts. Such co-
ordination may include the following:

(1) Facilitating the sharing of wildland
fire-related data and research findings with
relevant agencies and stakeholders.

(2) Participating in joint initiatives and
projects aimed at enhancing wildland fire
management capabilities.

(d) EVALUATION.—The Administrator shall
conduct periodic evaluations of NASA’s ef-
forts to incorporate the Commission’s rec-
ommendations and make adjustments as
necessary to maximize the effectiveness of
such recommendations to support wildland
fire mitigation and management efforts.

(e) REPORTING.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report de-
tailing the activities undertaken by NASA
to implement the Commission’s rec-
ommendations, including the following:

(1) A summary of research and develop-
ment projects initiated or supported.

(2) An assessment of the impact of such ac-
tivities on wildland fire management and
mitigation efforts.

(3) Any challenges or obstacles encoun-
tered in implementing such recommenda-
tions.

TITLE VII—STEM EDUCATION
SEC. 701. NATIONAL SPACE GRANT COLLEGE AND
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Title 51, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in section 40303, by striking subsections
(d) and (e);

(2) in section 40304—

(A) by striking subsection (¢) and inserting
the following:

““(c) SOLICITATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
issue a solicitation from space grant con-
sortia for the award of grants or contracts
under this section at the conclusion of the
award cycle for fiscal Year 2020 to 2024. The
Administrator shall implement the alloca-
tion guidance from section 40304(e) during
each fiscal year covered by the award cycle.

‘“(2) PROPOSALS.—A lead institution of a
space grant consortium that seeks a grant or
contract under this section shall submit, on
behalf of such space grant consortium, an ap-
plication to the Administrator at such time
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and in such manner and accompanied by
such information as the Administrator may
require.

‘“(3) AWARDS.—The Administrator shall
award 1 or more multi-year grants or con-
tracts, disbursed in annual installments, to
the lead institution of an eligible space grant
consortium of—

‘“(A) each of the 50 States of the United
States;

‘(B) the District of Columbia; and

‘(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.”’;
and

(B) by inserting after subsection (d) the
following:

“‘(e) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING.—

‘(1) PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION.—To carry
out the purposes set forth in section 40301 of
this title, each fiscal year, of the funds ap-
propriated for this program of that fiscal
year, the Administrator shall allocate not
less than 85 percent among eligible space
grant consortia as follows:

‘“(A) The space grant consortia identified
in paragraph 40304(c)(3) shall each receive an
equal share.

‘“(B) The territories of Guam and the U.S.
Virgin Islands shall each receive funds equal
to one-fifth of the share for each space grant
consortium.

¢(2) PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each fiscal year, of the
funds made available for the National Space
Grant College and Fellowship Program, the
Administrator shall allocate not more than
10 percent for the administration of the pro-
gram.

“(B) CosTs COVERED.—The funds allocated
under paragraph (1)(A) of this section shall
cover all costs of the Administration associ-
ated with the administration of the National
Space Grant College and Fellowship Pro-
gram, including—

‘(i) direct costs to the program, including
costs relating to support services and civil
service salaries and benefits;

‘‘(ii) indirect general and administrative
costs of centers and facilities of the Admin-
istration; and

‘‘(iii) indirect general and administrative
costs of the Administration headquarters.

‘(3) SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES.—Each fiscal
year, of the funds made available for the Na-
tional Space Grant College and Fellowship
program, the Administrator shall allocate
not more than 5 percent to lead institutions
of Space Grant Consortia for grants to carry
out innovative approaches and programs to
further science and education relating to the
missions of the Administration pursuant to
subsection (b).”.

(b) REVIEW.—The Administrator shall
make arrangements for an independent ex-
ternal review of the National Space Grant
College and Fellowship Program to—

(1) evaluate its management, accomplish-
ments, approach to funding allocation as de-
scribed in section 40303(e) of title 51, United
States Code, and responsiveness to the pur-
poses and goals defined in chapter 403 of title
51, United States Code;

(2) consider the benefits partnerships with
local education agencies, including those in
underserved and rural areas, may provide;
and

(3) propose any statutory updates that may
be needed to implement recommendations of
the review.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than nine months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall transmit a report on the
independent external review of the National
Space Grant College and Fellowship Pro-
gram described in subsection (a) to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate.
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SEC. 702. SKILLED TECHNICAL WORKFORCE EDU-
CATION OUTREACH.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
conduct or support STEM engagement ac-
tivities that focus on expanding opportuni-
ties for students to pursue skilled technical
workforce occupations in space and aero-
nautics.

(b) LEVERAGING EXISTING PROGRAMS.—The
Administrator, in conducting activities pur-
suant to subsection (a), shall consider
leveraging, as appropriate, existing pro-
grams of NASA or other Federal programs
and interagency initiatives, such as the Man-
ufacturing USA program under section 34 of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278s).

(c) INCLUSION.—Activities under subsection
(a) may include outreach activities that en-
gage secondary and post-secondary students,
including students at institutions of higher
education, two-year colleges, and high
schools, and students in vocational or career
and technical education programs, and
that—

(1) expose students to careers that require
career and technical education;

(2) encourage students to pursue careers
that require career and technical education;
and

(3) provide students hands-on learning op-
portunities to view the manufacturing, as-
sembly, and testing of NASA-funded space
and aeronautical systems, as the Adminis-
trator considers appropriate and with consid-
eration of relevant factors such as workplace
safety, mission needs, and the protection of
sensitive and proprietary technologies.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on
the NASA’s activities, and any planned ac-
tivities, conducted pursuant to this section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given the term in section 101(a)
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a)).

(2) SKILLED TECHNICAL WORKFORCE.—The
term ‘‘skilled technical workforce” has the
meaning given the term in section 4(b)(3) of
the Innovations in Mentoring, Training, and
Apprenticeships Act (42 U.S.C. 1862p note;
Public Law 115-402).

TITLE VIII—POLICY/NASA
SEC. 801. MAJOR PROGRAMS.

Section 30104 of title 51, United States
Code, is amended in subsection (a)(1) by
striking ‘‘7120.5E, dated August 14, 2012”’ and
inserting ‘‘7120.5F, dated August 3, 2021"".
SEC. 802. NASA ADVISORY COUNCIL.

(a) CONSULTATION AND ADVICE.—Section
20113(g) of title 51, United States Code, is
amended by adding ‘‘and Congress’ after
‘‘advice to the Administration”.

(b) SUNSET.—Effective September 30, 2028,
section 20113(g) of title 51, United States

Code, is amended by striking ‘‘and Con-
gress’’.
SEC. 803. NASA ASSESSMENT OF EARLY COST ES-

TIMATES.

Not later than 12 months after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General shall transmit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a review of the de-
velopment, application, and assessment of
early cost estimates made prior to prelimi-
nary design review for NASA missions. The
review may include—

(1) an assessment of NASA processes re-
lated to the formation and evaluation of pro-
posed and early-stage cost estimates;

(2) an evaluation of NASA’s monitoring
and management of cost estimates through-
out mission development, in accordance with
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section 10861(b)(4) of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Author-
ization Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167); and

(3) any such recommendations as the
Comptroller General determines appropriate.
SEC. 804. INDEPENDENT COST ESTIMATE.

Section 30307 of title 51, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
‘“‘analysis’’ and inserting ‘‘estimate’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Before any funds may be
obligated for implementation’ and inserting
‘““After the Administrator completes the pre-
liminary design review’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘analysis’” and inserting
‘“‘estimate’’; and

(C) by inserting after the first sentence,
“No funds may be obligated for implementa-
tion of the project before the Administrator
reports the results of the life-cycle cost esti-
mate to Congress.”.

SEC. 805. OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY, POLICY, AND
STRATEGY REPORT.

Not later than January 1, 2025, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Office of Technology,
Policy, and Strategy shall prepare and sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report describing the efforts of the
Office during the previous calendar year and
priorities of the Office for the upcoming cal-
endar year, as practicable.

SEC. 806. AUTHORIZATION FOR THE TRANSFER
TO NASA OF FUNDS FROM OTHER
AGENCIES FOR SCIENTIFIC OR ENGI-
NEERING RESEARCH OR EDU-
CATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section
20113 of title 51, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking “‘In the performance of its
functions’ and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the performance of its
functions’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) TREATMENT.—Funds available to any
department or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment for scientific or engineering research
or education, or the provision of facilities
therefor, shall, subject to the approval of the
head of such department or agency or as del-
egated pursuant to such department’s or
agency’s regulation, be available for trans-
fer, in whole or in part, to the Administra-
tion for such use as is consistent with the
purposes for which such funds were appro-
priated. Funds so transferred shall be merged
with the appropriation to which transferred,
except that such transferred funds shall be
limited to the awarding of grants or coopera-
tive agreements for scientific or engineering
research or education.”.

(b) ANNUAL INFORMATION ON FUNDS TRANS-
FERRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Administrator shall include in the
annual budget justification materials of the
Administration, as submitted to Congress
with the President’s budget request under
section 1105 of title 31, United States Code,
information describing the activities con-
ducted under subsection (f) of section 20113 of
title 51, United States Code (as amended by
subsection (a)), during the immediately pre-
ceding fiscal year.

(2) CONTENTS.—The information referred to
in paragraph (1) shall contain a description
of each transfer of funds under the authority
provided for in paragraph (2) of subsection (f)
of section 20113 of title 51, United States
Code (as added and amended, respectively, by
this section), during the immediately pre-
ceding fiscal year, including the following:

(A) An identification of the department or
agency of the Federal Government from
which such funds were transferred.
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(B) The total amount of funds so trans-
ferred, disaggregated by each such depart-
ment or agency.

(C) The purposes for which such funds were
appropriated to each agency or department.

(D) The program or activity of the Admin-
istration to which such funds were made
available by each such transfer.

(E) The purposes of each such administra-
tion program or activity, and the amount of
funding appropriated to the Administration
for such purposes.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than three years
after the date of enactment of the section,
the Administrator of the Administration
shall submit to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate a report that includes the following:

(1) A summary of the value of the author-
ity provided for in paragraph (2) of sub-
section (f) of section 209113 of title 51, United
States Code (as added and amended, respec-
tively, by this section), including the extent
to which such authority has benefited the
Administration and its ability to meet its
needs, achieve its mission, or more effec-
tively conduct interagency collaborations.

(2) An identification of any barriers or
challenges to implementing such authority,
or otherwise to managing funding required
to conduct joint programs and award jointly
funded grants and cooperative agreements by
the administration with other Federal de-
partments and agencies to advance the mis-
sions of each such department and agency.
SEC. 807. PROCEDURE FOR LAUNCH SERVICES

RISK MITIGATION.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Administrator shall
enter into an arrangement for an inde-
pendent external assessment of the effective-
ness and efficiency of NASA’s approach to-
wards launch services risk mitigation in the
Administration’s Procedural Requirements
8610.7D.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days from
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress the following:

(1) The report of the assessment conducted
under subsection (a).

(2) NASA response to the findings of the re-
port, if any.

SEC. 808. REPORT ON MERITS AND OPTIONS FOR
ESTABLISHING AN INSTITUTE RE-
LATING TO SPACE RESOURCES.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator and Secretary shall jointly
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on the merits of, and op-
tions for, establishing an institute relating
to space resources to advance the objectives
of NASA and the Department in maintaining
United States preeminence in space. Such
objectives shall include the following:

(1) Identifying, developing, and distrib-
uting space resources, including by encour-

aging the development of foundational
science, industrial capability, and tech-
nology.

(2) Reducing the technological and busi-
ness risks associated with identifying, devel-
oping, and distributing space resources.

(3) Research to maximize the responsible
use of space resources.

(4) Developing options for using space re-
sources to carry out the following.

(A) Support current and future space archi-
tectures, programs, business, and missions.

(B) Enable such architectures, programs,
business, and missions that would not other-
wise be possible.

(C) Supplement the supply of such re-
sources available on Earth.

(b) ADDITIONAL MATTERS.—The report re-
quired under subsection (a) shall also include
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the following assessments of the Adminis-
trator and the Secretary:

(1) Whether a virtual or physical institute
relating to space resources is most cost ef-
fective and appropriate.

(2) Whether partnering with institutions of
higher education and the aerospace industry,
and the extractive industry as appropriate,
would be effective in increasing information
available to the institute with respect to ad-
vancing the objectives described in such sub-
section.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Commerce.

(2) EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRY.—The term ‘‘ex-
tractive industry’ means companies and in-
dividuals involved in the processes of ex-
tracting, including mining, quarrying, drill-
ing, and dredging, raw, natural materials or
energy sources.

(3) INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given such term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

(5) SPACE RESOURCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘space re-
source’”” means an abiotic resource in situ in
outer space.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘space re-
source” includes a raw, natural material or
energy source.

SEC. 809. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(a) CONGRESSIONAL REPORTS AND NOTICES.—
Any report or notice provided to Congress by
NASA shall be provided to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate, concurrently with its delivery to
any other Committee or office.

(b) REPORTS ON INTERNATIONAL AGREE-
MENTS.—If the United States becomes a sig-
natory to an international agreement con-
cerning outer space activities, the Adminis-
trator shall provide to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate a report containing a copy of
such agreement.

SEC. 810. CONTRACT FLEXIBILITY.

Congress finds that NASA FAR Supple-
ment (NFS) 1852.242-72, Denied Access to
NASA Facilities instructs that for the period
that NASA facilities were not accessible to
contractor employees, the contracting offi-
cer may adjust the contract performance or
delivery schedule, forego the work, resched-
ule the work, or consider requests for equi-
table adjustment to the contract.

SEC. 811. GAO REPORT.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall transmit
to the appropriate committees of Congress a
review of fire and emergency services at
NASA launch and reentry facilities that as-
sesses the following:

(1) Current capabilities and projected de-
mands for NASA-provided fire and emer-
gency services.

(2) How demand for NASA-provided fire
and emergency services have been impacted
by the following:

(A) An increased rate of launch and re-
entry operations.

(B) An increased number of leases with
commercial launch and reentry service pro-
viders for use of NASA property.

(3) Current fire and emergency services
provided by commercial providers to support
launch and reentry operations that are con-
ducted—
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(A) to fulfill a contractual obligation with
NASA; or

(B) for non-NASA purposes using NASA-
leased property.

(4) Whether NASA-provided and commer-
cially-provided fire and emergency services
are able to meet current and projected de-
mands and support all fire response areas on
NASA property.

SEC. 812. NASA PUBLIC-PRIVATE TALENT PRO-
GRAM.

Section 20113 of title 51, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

‘‘(0) PUBLIC-PRIVATE TALENT PROGRAM.—

(1) ASSIGNMENT AUTHORITY.—Under poli-
cies and procedures prescribed by the Admin-
istration, the Administrator may, with the
agreement of a private sector entity and the
consent of an employee of the Administra-
tion or of such entity, arrange for the tem-
porary assignment of such employee of the
Administration to such private sector enti-
ty, or of such employee of such entity to the
Administration, as the case may be.

““(2) AGREEMENTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
provide for a written agreement among the
Administration, the private sector entity,
and the employee concerned regarding the
terms and conditions of the employee’s as-
signment under this subsection. The agree-
ment shall—

‘(1) require that the employee of the Ad-
ministration, upon completion of the assign-
ment, will serve in the Administration, or
elsewhere in the civil service if approved by
the Administrator, for a period equal to
twice the length of the assignment;

‘“(ii) provide that if the employee of the
Administration or of the private sector enti-
ty (as the case may be) fails to carry out the
agreement, such employee shall be liable to
the United States for payment of all ex-
penses of the assignment, unless such failure
was for good and sufficient reason, as deter-
mined by the Administrator; and

‘“(iii) contain language ensuring that such
employee of the Administration or of the pri-
vate sector entity (as the case may be) does
not improperly use predecisional or draft de-
liberative information that such employee
may be privy to or aware of related to Ad-
ministration programing, budgeting,
resourcing, acquisition, or procurement for
the benefit or advantage of the private sec-
tor entity.

‘(B) TREATMENT.—An amount for which an
employee is liable under subparagraph (A)
shall be treated as a debt due the United
States.

‘(C) WAIVER.—The Administrator may
waive, in whole or in part, collection of a
debt described in subparagraph (B) based on
a determination that the collection would be
against equity and good conscience and not
in the best interests of the United States,
after taking into account any indication of
fraud, misrepresentation, fault, or lack of
good faith on the part of the employee con-
cerned.

‘(3) TERMINATION.—An assignment under
this section may, at any time and for any
reason, be terminated by the Administration
or the private-sector entity concerned, as
the case may be.

““(4) DURATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—An assignment under
this subsection shall be for a period of not
less than three months and not more than
two years, renewable up to a total of three
yvears. An employee of the Administration
may not be assigned under this subsection
for more than a total of three years inclusive
of all such assignments.

‘(B) EXTENSION.—An assignment under
this subsection may be for a period in excess
of two years, but not more than three years,
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if the Administrator determines that such
assignment is necessary to meet critical
mission or program requirements.

*“(5) POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
establish policies and procedures relating to
assignments under this subsection.

‘(B) ELEMENTS.—Policies and procedures
established pursuant to subparagraph (A)
shall address the following:

‘(i) The nature and elements of written
agreements with participants in assignments
under this subsection.

¢‘(ii) Criteria for making such assignments,
including the needs of the Administration re-
lating thereto.

‘“(iii) How the Administration will oversee
such assignments, in particular with respect
to paragraphs (2)(A)(ii), (7)(C), and (7)(D).

‘“(iv) Criteria for issuing waivers.

‘“(v) How expenses under
(2)(A)(ii) would be determined.

‘(vi) Guidance for participants in such as-
signments.

‘‘(vii) Mission Directorate, Office, and or-
ganizational structure to implement and
manage such assignments.

‘‘(viii) Any other necessary policies, proce-
dures, or guidelines to ensure such assign-
ments comply with all relevant statutory
authorities and ethics rules, and effectively
contribute to one or more of the Administra-
tion’s missions.

‘(C) INHERENTLY GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVI-
TIES.—Assignments made under this sub-
section shall not have responsibilities or per-
form duties or decision making regarding
Administration activities that are inher-
ently governmental, pursuant to subpart
7.500 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations,
and Office of Management and Budget re-
view.

‘(6) STATUS OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES AS-
SIGNED TO PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITIES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—An employee of the Ad-
ministration who is assigned to a private
sector entity under this subsection shall be
considered, during the period of such assign-
ment, to be on detail to a regular work as-
signment in the Administration for all pur-
poses. The written agreement established
under paragraph (2)(A) shall address the spe-
cific terms and conditions related to such
employee’s continued status as a Federal
employee.

‘“(B) CERTIFICATION.—In establishing a
temporary assignment of an employee of the
Administration to a private sector entity,
the Administrator shall certify that such
temporary assignment shall not have an ad-
verse or negative impact on the mission of
the Administration or organizational capa-
bilities associated with such assignment.

‘(7Y TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR PRIVATE
SECTOR EMPLOYEES.—An employee of a pri-
vate sector entity who is assigned to the Ad-
ministration under this subsection—

‘“(A) shall continue to receive pay and ben-
efits from the private sector entity from
which such employee is assigned and shall
not receive pay or benefits from the Admin-
istration, except as provided in subparagraph
(B);

‘“(B) is deemed to be an employee of the
Administration for the purposes of—

‘(i) chapters 73 and 81 of title 5;

¢“(ii) sections 201, 203, 205, 207, 208, 209, 603,
606, 607, 643, 654, 1905, and 1913 of title 18, ex-
cept that such section 209 does not apply to
any salary, or contribution or supplemen-
tation of salary made pursuant to subpara-
graph (A) of this paragraph;

““(iii) sections 1343, 1344, and 1349(b) of title
31;

‘‘(iv) the Federal Tort Claims Act and any
other Federal tort liability statute;

‘(v) the Ethics in Government Act of 1978;
and

paragraph
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‘‘(vi) chapter 21 of title 41;

“(C) shall not have access to any trade se-
crets or any other nonpublic information
which is of commercial value to the private
sector entity from which such employee is
assigned;

‘(D) may not perform work that is consid-
ered inherently governmental in nature, in
accordance with paragraph (56)(C); and

‘“(E) may not be used to circumvent—

‘(i) section 1710 of title 41, United States
Code; or

‘‘(ii) any limitation or restriction on the
size of the Administration’s civil servant
workforce.

‘“(8) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Ad-
ministrator shall ensure that—

‘“(A) the normal duties and functions of an
employee of the Administration who is as-
signed to a private sector entity under this
subsection can be reasonably performed by
other employees of the Administration with-
out the permanent transfer or reassignment
of other personnel of the Administration;

‘“(B) normal duties and functions of such
other employees of the Administration are
not, as a result of and during the course of
such temporary assignment, performed or
augmented by contractor personnel in viola-
tion of section 1710 of title 41; and

‘(C) not more than two percent of the Ad-
ministration’s civil servant workforce may
participate in an assignment under this sub-
section at the same time.

““(9) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—The Adminis-
trator shall implement a system to identify,
mitigate, and manage any conflicts of inter-
ests that may arise as a result of an employ-
ee’s assignment under this subsection.

¢(10) PROHIBITION AGAINST CHARGING CER-
TAIN COSTS TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.—A
private-sector entity may not charge the Ad-
ministration or any other agency of the Fed-
eral Government, as direct or indirect costs
under a Federal contract, the costs of pay or
benefits paid by the entity to an employee
assigned to the Administration under this
subsection for the period of the assignment
concerned.

‘(11) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out
this subsection, the Administrator shall take
into consideration—

‘““(A) the question of how assignments
under this subsection might best be used to
help meet the needs of the Administration
with respect to the training of employees;
and

‘“(B) where applicable, areas of particular
private sector expertise, such as cybersecu-
rity.

¢(12) NASA REPORTING.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than April 30
of each year, the Administrator shall submit
to the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate a report
summarizing the implementation of this
subsection.

‘“(B) CONTENTS.—Each report under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include, with respect to
the annual period to which such report re-
lates, the following:

‘(i) Information relating to the total num-
ber of employees of private sector entities
assigned to the Administration, and the
total number of employees of the Adminis-
tration assigned to private sector entities.

“‘(ii) A brief description and assessment of
the talent management benefits evidenced
from such assignments, as well as any identi-
fied strategic human capital and operational
challenges, including the following:

‘(I) An identification of the names of the
private sector entities to and from which
employees were assigned.

“(II) A complete listing of positions such
employees were assigned to and from.
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‘(IIT) An identification of assigned roles
and objectives of such assignments.

‘“(IV) Information relating to the durations
of such assignments.

(V) Information relating to associated
pay grades and levels.

‘(iii) An assessment of impacts of such as-
signments on the Administration workforce
and workforce culture.

‘“(iv) An identification of the number of
Administration staff and budgetary re-
sources required to implement this sub-
section.

‘(13) FEDERAL ETHICS.—Nothing in this
subsection shall affect existing Federal eth-
ics rules applicable to Federal personnel.

¢“(14) GAO REPORTING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than three
years after the date of the enactment of this
subsection, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall submit to the Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate a report summarizing the im-
plementation of this subsection.

‘“(B) CONTENTS.—The report under subpara-
graph (A) shall include the following:

‘(i) A review of the implementation of this
subsection, according to law and the Admin-
istration policies and procedures established
for assignments under this subsection.

‘(ii) Information relating to the extent to
which such assignments adhere to best prac-
tices relating to public-private talent ex-
change programs.

‘(iii) A determination as to whether there
should be limitations on the number of indi-
viduals participating in such assignments.

‘“(iv) Information relating to the extent to
which the Administration complies with
statutory requirements and ethics rules, and
appropriately handles potential conflicts of
interest and access to nonpublic information
with respect to such assignments.

‘“(v) Information relating to the extent to
which such assignments effectively con-
tribute to one or more of the Administra-
tion’s missions.

‘“(vi) Information relating to Administra-
tion resources, including employee time,
dedicated to administering such assign-
ments, and whether such resources are suffi-
cient for such administration.”.

SEC. 813. REPORT ON SPACE ACT AGREEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report de-
scribing the following:

(1) Intellectual property considerations in
Space Act agreements.

(2) Feedback shared by industry groups re-
garding intellectual property considerations
in Space Act agreements.

(3) Differences between NASA policies re-
garding intellectual property in Space Act
agreements and policies utilized in similar
situations by other Federal agencies.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘‘Space Act agreements’ means agreements
entered into by NASA pursuant to its au-
thorities under the National Aeronautics and
Space Act of 1958 (Public Law 85-568).

SEC. 814. MENTORING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
establish a comprehensive NASA-wide men-
toring program for early-career, mid-level,
and senior-level employees at all NASA Cen-
ters and NASA Headquarters to ensure a ro-
bust pipeline for NASA’s civil servant work-
force and support the preparation of employ-
ees, including those from populations that
are historically underrepresented in STEM,
for promotion and leadership roles.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
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Administrator shall brief the appropriate

committees of Congress on the implementa-

tion of the subsection (a).

SEC. 815. DRINKING WATER WELL REPLACEMENT
FOR CHINCOTEAGUE, VIRGINIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Administrator
may enter into an agreement, as appro-
priate, with the Town of Chincoteague, Vir-
ginia, for a period of up to five years, for re-
imbursement of the Town of Chincoteague’s
costs directly associated with the develop-
ment of a plan for removal of drinking water
wells currently situated on NASA-adminis-
tered property and the establishment of al-
ternative drinking water wells which are lo-
cated on property under the administrative
control, either through lease, ownership, or
easement, of the Town of Chincoteague.
Such agreement shall, to the extent prac-
ticable, include the three remaining wells to
be removed and relocated, the location of the
site to which such wells would be relocated
or are planned to be relocated, and a current
estimated cost of the relocation, including
for the purchase, lease, or use of additional
property, engineering, design, permitting,
and construction.

(b) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator, in co-
ordination with the heads or other appro-
priate representatives of relevant entities,
shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress the agreement under subsection
(a).

SEC. 816. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act may be construed to
limit the ability of a NASA employee to dis-
cuss scientific research performed by such
employee in accordance with NASA’s sci-
entific integrity policies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LLucAS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
FOUSHEE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 8958, the bill
now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
8958, the NASA Reauthorization Act of
2024.

NASA is at an important point in its
history. Through the Artemis program,
it is currently leading a team of com-
mercial and international partners to
return astronauts to the Moon for the
first time in over 50 years.

It also seeks to continue operations
in low-Earth orbit and accomplish im-
pressive feats of scientific exploration
to better understand the universe in
which we live.

However, America’s role as a space
leader cannot be taken for granted. As
more actors, both commercial and for-
eign, take to the stars, space is in-
creasingly competitive and contested.
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Among these competitors is the Chi-
nese Communist Party, which is devot-
ing significant resources to rapidly ex-
panding its presence in space. In 2023,
the CCP completed construction of its
own space station and returned to
Earth the first rock samples from the
far side of the Moon.

The CCP also made substantial
progress on its plans to land humans on
the Moon by 2030. Through these and
other activities, the Chinese have be-
come a global leader in space activity.

The next nation to land on the lunar
surface will play a key role in guiding
the norms and practices that may gov-
ern lunar and space exploration for
decades to come. We cannot cede U.S.
leadership at this time.

In order to be successful, Congress
must provide NASA with clear, for-
ward-thinking guidance. The bill be-
fore us today does just that by pro-
viding thoughtful, strategic direction
across NASA’s mission areas.

First, this bill recognizes the im-
mense value of NASA having a con-
sistent, long-term plan for space explo-
ration. Accordingly, it reaffirms our
commitment to human space explo-
ration through Artemis and the Moon
to Mars programs. It also reinforces
the need for a steady cadence of flights
of the Space Launch System and Orion
crew capsule.

Second, the bill provides guidance to
NASA’s activities in low-Earth orbit,
or LEO. While the ISS is the world’s
premier microgravity laboratory, after
over 24 years of operation, the station
is aging.

NASA must fully utilize the ISS to
ensure the maximum return on tax-
payers’ investment, but also must pre-
pare for the eventual retirement of the
station. To that end, this bill author-
izes NASA to procure capabilities that
will be needed to safely deorbit the ISS
at the end of its lifespan. It also au-
thorizes NASA to support the develop-
ment and use of private LEO platforms.

Next, the bill addresses NASA’s
science programs. NASA’s science mis-
sions reveal groundbreaking discov-
eries that help us understand our place
in the universe that can ultimately im-
prove life here at home.

However, throughout this Congress,
the Science Committee has heard con-
cerns about the effect cost and sched-
ule overruns are having on the agen-
cy’s portfolio of science missions.

Given the current constraints on the
Federal budget, it is critical that Con-
gress ensure that each dollar NASA
spends is used in the most efficient way
possible.

The bill stresses the value of a bal-
anced science portfolio with a steady
cadence of small, medium, and large
missions. It directs NASA to consider
how to incorporate innovative commer-
cial solutions into its science pro-
grams, which can save money while
also facilitating the growth of the U.S.
commercial space industry.

The bill also ensures that space tech-
nology development is able to keep
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pace with the rapid growth in space ac-
tivities. By encouraging and sup-
porting space technology development,
this bill helps drive economic growth
to ensure our leadership in space.

Finally, the bill will make aviation
safer and more efficient by supporting
aeronautics research efforts, including
the development of experimental air-
craft and next-generation aeronautics
technologies. All told, it is a strategic
bill that positions the U.S. to remain
the global leader in space.

This legislation is the product of
months of bipartisan work, and I thank
Ranking Member LOFGREN for working
with me to create a thoughtful bill
that addresses our shared priorities.
Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support this bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
NASA Reauthorization Act of 2024. I
thank the chairman of the Science
Committee, Mr. LUCAS, for his leader-
ship of this bipartisan bill, of which I
am an original cosponsor.

I am pleased that we are able to con-
tinue our committee’s long history of
bipartisanship when it comes to sup-
porting NASA and our Nation’s pre-
eminent science and technology enter-
prise. I also thank the many members
of the Science Committee for their
constructive contributions and amend-
ments that made needed improvements
to this legislation.

While not perfect, this is a good bill
that builds on the NASA Authorization
Act of 2022 that was enacted as part of
the CHIPS and Science Act. H.R. 8958
reaffirms America’s commitment to
science exploration, Earth and space
science, aeronautics, innovation, edu-
cation, and inspiration.

Through NASA’s triumphs, our Na-
tion has demonstrated to the world
what can be achieved when great minds
work together. There are countless
technologies and services originated in
the science program that benefit the
everyday lives of Americans. Our in-
vestment in civil space has and will
continue making remarkable contribu-
tions to innovation and economic pros-
perity here on Earth.

However, many of the dividends that
NASA pays are immeasurable. NASA’s
science and human spaceflight mis-
sions have inspired generations of
Americans and NASA’s outreach and
STEM programming have set countless
young people on a path to degrees and
careers in STEM.

Just last week, we were finally able
to honor NASA’s hidden figures with
their Congressional Gold Medals. We
have these women to thank for the suc-
cess of our space program. Throughout
their careers, they faced the unjust
cruelties of racism and sexism, and
still they persevered. It is with the leg-
acies of Katherine Johnson, Dr. Chris-
tine Darden, Dorothy Vaughan, Mary
Jackson, and all the women computers,
mathematicians, and engineers at
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NASA and NACA during the space race
in mind that we ensure NASA and the
rest of our Federal science enterprise
help lead the way in building STEM op-
portunities for all.

Put simply, we can only lead in
science and technology with a STEM
workforce that represents the rich di-
versity of our Nation. It is with the
legacies of these trailblazing women in
mind that this legislation supports
NASA’s STEM education portfolio, in-
cluding the Minority University Re-
search and Education Project.

I am pleased this bill provides con-
tinuity of policy and purpose for
human exploration, the Moon to Mars
program, and provides for NASA’s con-
tinued use of low-Earth orbit to ad-
vance science and reduce exploration
risks.

The bill directs NASA to both pre-
pare for the safe deorbiting of the
International Space Station at the end
of its operational life while also plan-
ning for a robust and resilient architec-
ture for the future of low-Earth orbit.

This legislation also supports
NASA’s science and aeronautics port-
folios under which essential work is
done. For example, NASA’s Earth
science satellites and research are crit-
ical to understanding and responding
to global climate change. Under this
bill, we will also improve our ability to
detect large methane emission events
and monitor greenhouse gases. Close to
home for me, the NASA Ames Research
Center does important aeronautical
work to improve aerial responses to
wildfires, including by developing and
testing drone technology and aerial op-
erations for wildland fire response.

I appreciate and commend the con-
structive input of NASA and the space
and aerospace community as this bill
came together. I thank Chairmen
LucAs and BABIN and their staffs for
their hard work, cooperation, and con-
sideration of our recommendations. I
give special thanks to Ranking Mem-
ber SORENSEN for his leadership on the
Space and Aeronautics Subcommittee
and to Pam Whitney and Ashlee Wil-
kins on the Democratic staff of the
committee.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation and pass the NASA Reau-
thorization Act of 2024.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BABIN), the subcommittee chair-
man of jurisdiction.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of H.R. 8958, the NASA Re-
authorization Act of 2024. I am honored
to represent the Johnson Space Center
and privileged to chair the Space and
Aeronautics Subcommittee. As an
original cosponsor of this bill, I can
share with you that it is the result of
a lot of hard work.

We were able to reach a bipartisan
consensus that keeps NASA on track to
return to the Moon, maintain our lead-
ership role in low-Earth orbit, continue



September 23, 2024

to explore our solar system and uni-
verse, and push the boundaries of
flight.

All too often, changes in administra-
tions lead to upended plans at NASA.
While ever-changing goals and prior-
ities challenge all agencies, it is par-
ticularly problematic for NASA, which
undertakes extremely complex pro-
grams that literally take decades to
accomplish.

The bill before us today provides the
necessary guidance and support to en-
sure NASA’s success and meet the ris-
ing challenge that the Chinese Com-
munist Party poses to the United
States in space.

I hope that the other Chamber will
seize the opportunity to take up this
important piece of legislation before
the end of this year so that NASA will
have the certainty that it needs to
carry out the bold activities that we
have tasked it with.

I also thank the chairman of the
Science Committee, my friend from
Oklahoma, FRANK LUCAS, for his sup-
port in drafting this legislation, as well
as his leadership on the committee
over the past 6 years. I also thank
Ranking Members LOFGREN and
SORENSEN for their collegiality through
this process and for their important
contributions to the bill.

Finally, I thank the staff for their
tireless work. Charlie Scales, Kelsey
McBarron, Vishal Amin, Brent Blevins,
and Tom Hammond from the majority
staff and Pam Whitney and Ashlee Wil-
kins from the minority staff all put in
a lot of time to get us where we are
today. I thank them, as well.

O 1815

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MIKE GARCIA) to speak on
the bill.

Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Chairman LUCAS and
the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology staff for their leadership
on this very important bill.

Mr. Speaker, you can’t tell the story
of my district without also telling the
story of NASA, whether it is Chuck
Yeager breaking the sound barrier in
the X-1 about 77 years ago, Pete Knight
setting the record as the fastest man
ever in the X-15 in 1967, the develop-
ment and first flights of the space
shuttle in the seventies and eighties, or
now the upcoming first flight of the X-
59, which is a commercial supersonic
aircraft that will bring supersonic
flight back to the United States for the
commercial industry.

NASA’s DNA is simply ingrained in
the Antelope Valley, or as we affection-
ately call it in my district, the aero-
space valley. That is why I am so proud
to rise in support of the NASA Reau-
thorization Act of 2024.

This bill advances the Artemis pro-
gram, returning Americans to the
Moon for the first time in nearly 50
years. It supports our still-emerging
commercial space economy, which is
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essential for Artemis, national secu-
rity, and our scientific interests. It
also includes my bill, the ACERO Act,
to support work already underway at
NASA to integrate unmanned aerial
vehicles and ground systems into wild-
fire response, which will help stop fires
before they spread.

We need to ensure that our fire-
fighters are equipped like combat
warfighters on the battlefield with cut-
ting-edge technology to Kkeep them
safe, help them accomplish the mission
as quickly as possible, and put the fires
out as quickly as possible.

These UAVs will act as a force multi-
plier for firefighters to help protect
communities like those in my district
and usher in the next generation of
firefighting technology so that our
firefighters make sure that they come
home safely at night.

This bill is about the next chapter for
NASA, a chapter that starts in the
aerospace valley and reaches all the
way out to the edges of our solar sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support
this bill, and I encourage my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle to
do the same.

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no requests for time to speak on this
bill, and I yield myself the balance of
my time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 8958, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, NASA has long been a
driving force in space exploration, but
as I have said previously, we cannot
take the decades of American leader-
ship in space for granted. This is espe-
cially true as the growing interest in
space drives greater activity and com-
petition into the domain, particularly
from the Chinese Communist Party.

An effective and efficient NASA is
the key to maintaining U.S. space lead-
ership. Congress must provide NASA
with clear, forward-thinking guidance.

This is why one of my top priorities
on the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology this Congress is pas-
sage of the bill currently before us.

I fully support the thoughtful guid-
ance this bill provides NASA. It en-
sures NASA continues making progress
toward returning humans to the Moon,
developing the ©best strategy for
NASA’s future operations in LEO, and
promotes a range of scientific research
and technological development activi-
ties.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate Ranking
Member LOFGREN and her staff for
working with me and my staff to craft
this important bill, and I look forward
to working with our colleagues in the
Senate to see this across the finish
line.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from OKklahoma (Mr.
Lucas) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8958, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

ACCESSING SATELLITE DATA TO
ENABLE NEW DISCOVERIES ACT

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6219) to require the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration to establish a
program to identify, evaluate, acquire,
and disseminate commercial Earth re-
mote sensing data and imagery in
order to satisfy the scientific, oper-
ational, and educational requirements
of the Administration, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6219

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Accessing
Satellite Data to Enable New Discoveries
Act” or the ““ASCEND Act”.

SEC. 2. COMMERCIAL SATELLITE DATA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Section 60501 of title 51, United States
Code, states that the goal for the Earth
Science program of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (referred to in this
section as ‘“NASA”’) shall be to pursue a pro-
gram of Earth observations, research, and
applications activities to better understand
the Earth, how it supports life, and how
human activities affect its ability to do so in
the future.

(2) Section 50115 of title 51, United States
Code, states that the Administrator of NASA
shall, to the extent possible and while satis-
fying the scientific or educational require-
ments of NASA, and where appropriate, of
other Federal agencies and scientific re-
searchers, acquire, where cost effective,
space-based and airborne commercial Earth
remote sensing data, services, distribution,
and applications from a commercial pro-
vider.

(3) The Administrator of NASA established
the Commercial SmallSat Data Acquisition
Pilot Program in 2019 to identify, validate,
and acquire from commercial sources data
that support the Earth science research and
application goals.

(4) The Administrator of NASA has—

(A) determined that the pilot program de-
scribed in paragraph (3) has been a success,
as described in the final evaluation entitled
“Commercial SmallSat Data Acquisition
Program Pilot Evaluation Report’ issued in
2020;

(B) established a formal process for evalu-
ating and onboarding new commercial ven-
dors in such pilot program;

(C) increased the number of commercial
vendors and commercial data products avail-
able through such pilot program; and



H5624

(D) expanded procurement arrangements
with commercial vendors to broaden user ac-
cess to provide commercial Earth remote
sensing data and imagery to federally funded
researchers.

(b) COMMERCIAL SATELLITE DATA ACQUISI-
TION PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 603 of title 51,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§60307. Commercial Satellite Data Acquisi-
tion Program

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
establish within the Earth Science Division
of the Science Mission Directorate a pro-
gram to acquire and disseminate cost-effec-
tive and appropriate commercial Earth re-
mote sensing data and imagery in order to
satisfy the scientific, operational, and edu-
cational requirements of the Administra-
tion, and where appropriate, of other Federal
agencies and scientific researchers to aug-
ment or complement the suite of Earth ob-
servations acquired by the Administration,
other United States Government agencies,
and international partners.

‘“(b) DATA PUBLICATION AND TRANS-
PARENCY.—The terms and conditions of com-
mercial Earth remote sensing data and im-
agery acquisitions under the program de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall not prevent—

‘(1) the publication of commercial data or
imagery for scientific purposes; or

‘“(2) the publication of information that is
derived from, incorporates, or enhances the
original commercial data or imagery of a
vendor.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION.—In carrying out the
program under this section, the Adminis-
trator may—

‘(1) procure commercial Earth remote
sensing data and imagery from commercial
vendors to advance scientific research and
applications in accordance with subsection
(a); and

‘(2) establish or modify end-use license
terms and conditions to allow for the widest-
possible use of procured commercial Earth
remote sensing data and imagery by individ-
uals other than NASA-funded users, con-
sistent with the goals of the program.

‘(d) UNITED STATES VENDORS.—Commer-
cial Earth remote sensing data and imagery
referred to in subsections (a) and (c) shall, to
the maximum extent practicable, be pro-
cured from United States vendors.(e) RE-
PORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this section and annu-
ally thereafter, the Administrator shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report that includes the following informa-
tion regarding the agreements, vendors, li-
cense terms, and uses of commercial Earth
remote sensing data and imagery under this
section:

“((A) In the case of the initial report, a
list of all agreements that are providing
commercial Earth remote sensing data and
imagery to NASA as of the date of the re-
port.

‘“(B) For each subsequent report, a list of
all agreements that have provided commer-
cial Earth remote sensing data and imagery
to NASA during the reporting period.

““(2) A description of the end-use license
terms and conditions for each such vendor.

‘“(3) A description of the manner in which
each such agreement is advancing scientific
research and applications, including prior-
ities recommended by the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
decadal surveys.

‘“(4) Information specifying whether the
Administrator has entered into an agree-
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ment with a commercial vendor or a Federal
agency that permits the use of data and im-
agery by Federal Government employees,
contractors, or non-Federal users.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for chapter 603 of title 51, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new item:
¢“60307. Commercial Satellite Data Acquisi-

tion Program.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LLUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
FOUSHEE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 6219,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in
support of the ASCEND Act, led by my
colleague, Mr. KEAN of New Jersey.

The ASCEND Act creates a perma-
nent commercial satellite data acquisi-
tion program within NASA’s Science
Mission Directorate.

As the global space sector rapidly
evolves, it is critical for NASA to have
access to the very best tools and re-
search our Nation has to offer, ensur-
ing its continued leadership as the
world’s premier space agency.

This bill supports those efforts by en-
abling NASA to procure remote sensing
data from commercial providers under
the new acquisition program. By tak-
ing this step, researchers will have ac-
cess to cutting-edge datasets and im-
agery obtained from the commercial
space sector. These resources will play
a significant role in advancing research
and development in vital areas, such as
precision agriculture and natural dis-
aster monitoring.

By utilizing industry data, our NASA
researchers can obtain valuable in-
sights that enhance their already inno-
vative work. The more knowledge we
acquire, the better we can lead in this
field.

The bill also requires the NASA Ad-
ministrator to submit an annual report
to Congress on the uses and impact of
commercial data products and licens-
ing agreements. This information will
be valuable for us as we monitor and
support the program’s efforts.

As we look forward to the future,
maintaining our leadership in the
space sector will depend on various fac-
tors, including our collaborative efforts
between the public and private sectors.
Allowing NASA to expand its commer-
cial data procurement program
through the ASCEND Act will only
help achieve the agency’s current and
long-term goals.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
KEAN and Representative BONAMICI for
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working together to get this bill to the
floor today. I urge all of my colleagues
to support this legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I stand in support of the
ASCEND Act, which is sponsored by
Representatives KEAN and BONAMICI.
Their bill would codify the existing
program, the Commercial Satellite
Data Acquisition program, after NASA
successfully demonstrated the viability
of purchasing commercial small-sat-
ellite data to support NASA’s Earth
system science programs.

During evaluation of the initial pilot
project, the data acquisitions were
shown to complement the suite of
Earth observations taken by NASA’s
fleet of satellites and instruments.
NASA has continued the activities as
the Commercial SmallSat Data Acqui-
sition Program. This bill capitalizes on
the accomplishments of the initial
pilot by authorizing the program.

It also authorizes the Administrator,
in carrying out the program, to pro-
cure commercial Earth remote sensing
data and imagery from commercial
vendors and to establish or modify end-
use license terms and conditions to
allow for the use of the procured data
and imagery by individuals other than
NASA-funded users.

The bill includes measures to support
data publication and transparency, re-
porting to Congress on the program,
and the widest possible use of the data
procured under the program consistent
with program goals.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s spon-
sors for their work on the ASCEND
Act, and I urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting it. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
KEAN), to speak on his bill.

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my gratitude
to the Speaker’s Office, the majority
leader, Chairman LUCAS, and my col-
leagues for their collaborative efforts
in addressing the urgency of passing
my bill, H.R. 6219, the Accessing Sat-
ellite Data to Enable New Discoveries
Act, the ASCEND Act.

I also extend my appreciation to Rep-
resentative BONAMICI for co-leading the
ASCEND Act, which will establish a
program through which NASA can pro-
cure satellite imagery and data from
commercially operated satellites to
support and complement its science ob-
jectives.

Space, once dominated by govern-
ment actors, is now home to a growing
variety of commercial operators. This
commercial space industry includes
commercial operators of small satellite
constellations that produce remote
sensing imagery and data. NASA could
obtain cost-effective imagery and data
for its science missions by purchasing
such products from these commercial
providers as one of their many cus-
tomers.
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In 2017, NASA established a pilot pro-
gram called the Commercial SmallSat
Data Acquisition, CSDA, Program to
identify and to evaluate commercial
capabilities that could add value to
NASA research. The program also es-
tablished new processes to acquire and
use such products.

The CSDA pilot program proved to be
a great success, with participating sci-
entists finding commercial datasets to
be both reliable and highly valuable for
a wide range of research applications.

The ASCEND Act seeks to build upon
the success of the pilot program and to
permanently authorize the CSDA Pro-
gram within NASA, thus ensuring the
program’s continued growth and lon-
gevity.

This bill directs the NASA Adminis-
trator to establish a commercial sat-
ellite data acquisition program within
NASA’s Science Mission Directorate,
allowing scientists and agencies to ac-
cess cost-effective commercial satellite
data products.

The bill also allows the Adminis-
trator to both obtain commercial
Earth remote sensing imagery and data
needed by agencies and scientists and
to also encourage growth of private-
sector space entities.

Additionally, this legislation re-
quires the Administrator to submit a
report to Congress describing the im-
plementation of the program, including
the types of data acquired, the sources
of that data, its uses within NASA, and
any impacts.

Not only does this program benefit
NASA scientists, but it also supports
federally funded and accredited re-
searchers across various agencies, such
as NOAA, USDA, or DOI, as well as
Federal grantees, including the Na-
tional Science Foundation and other
agencies.

By utilizing a diverse set of capabili-
ties and data sources, and leveraging
advancements in the private sector, we
are ensuring that America remains at
the forefront of scientific discovery
and technological advancements for
generations to come.

Now is an important time for Con-
gress to reaffirm our support for this
program by enacting it into statute,
thus ensuring its continued growth and
success for the Federal scientific com-
munity.

Access to such timely, high-quality
satellite data is essential for improving
our understanding of natural disasters,
enhancing response capabilities, and
mitigating impacts, especially for
flood-prone coastal areas like New Jer-
sey. This data will help protect our
communities by informing more accu-
rate predictions and better preparation
efforts.

The ASCEND Act demonstrates a
strong commitment to advancing our
scientific capabilities, such as by pro-
viding data that would enhance dis-
aster preparedness and response efforts
and by supporting commercial space ef-
forts.

This bipartisan legislation reinforces
our dedication to promoting sound re-
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search and innovation in space explo-
ration and ensuring NASA remains at
the forefront of scientific discovery
and public service.
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Again, I thank the Speaker’s Office,
the majority leader, and Chairman

LucAas for Thelping advance this
impactful legislation.
Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-

leagues to support this legislation.

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers to speak on this
bill, and I am prepared to close.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Again, I thank Representatives KEAN
and BoNAMICI for their bipartisan ef-
forts.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from OKklahoma (Mr.
Lucas) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6219, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Motions to suspend the rules and
pass:

S. 2228;

H.R. 8958; and

S. 3764.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

BUILDING CHIPS IN AMERICA ACT
OF 2023

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 2228) to amend the William M.
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 to
clarify the scope of a major Federal ac-
tion under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 with respect to cer-
tain projects relating to the production
of semiconductors, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from OKklahoma (Mr.
Lucas) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

H5625

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 257, nays
125, not voting 49, as follows:

[Roll No. 440]

YEAS—257
Aderholt Good (VA) Norman
Aguilar Gooden (TX) Nunn (IA)
Alford Graves (MO) Obernolte
Allen Green (TN) Owens
Allred Griffith Palmer
Amodei Grothman Panetta
Arrington Guthrie Pappas
Babin Harder (CA) Pelosi
Bacon Harris Peltola
Baird Harshbarger Pence
Balderson Hern Perez
Banks Higgins (LA) Perry
Barr Hill Peters
Bentz Himes Pettersen
Bera Hinson Pfluger
Bergman Horsford Posey
Bice Houchin Quigley
Biggs Houlahan Reschenthaler
Bilirakis Hoyer Rogers (AL)
Bishop (GA) Hudson Rogers (KY)
Boebert Huizenga Rose
Bost Hunt Rouzer
Brecheen Issa Roy
Brown Jackson (TX) Ruiz
Bucshon James Rulli
Budzinski Johnson (LA) Rutherford
Burchett Johnson (SD) Ryan
Burgess Jordan Scalise
Burlison Joyce (OH) Schneider
Calvert Joyce (PA) Scholten
Cammack Kaptur Schrier
Caraveo Kean (NJ) Schweikert
Carbajal Keating Scott, Austin
Carey Kelly (MS) Scott, David
Carl Kelly (PA) Self
Carter (GA) Kiggans (VA) Sessions
Carter (TX) Kildee Sewell
Cartwright Kiley Sherrill
Cline Kilmer Simpson
Cloud Kim (CA) Slotkin
Clyde Kim (NJ) Smith (MO)
Cole LaLota Smith (NE)
Comer LaMalfa Smith (NJ)
Connolly Landsman Smith (WA)
Correa Langworthy Smucker
Courtney Larsen (WA) Sorensen
Craig Larson (CT) Soto
Crane Latta Spanberger
Crenshaw LaTurner Spartz
Crow Lawler Stanton
Cuellar Lee (FL) Steel
D’Esposito Lee (NV) Stefanik
Davids (KS) Lesko Steil
Davidson Letlow Steube
Davis (NC) Lopez Strickland
De La Cruz Loudermilk Strong
DelBene Lucas Suozzi
Deluzio Luna Sykes
Diaz-Balart Luttrell Tiffany
Donalds Lynch Timmons
Duarte Mace Titus
Dunn (FL) Malliotakis Torres (CA)
Edwards Mann Trone
Ellzey Manning Turner
Emmer Massie Valadao
Estes Mast Van Drew
Ezell Matsui Van Duyne
Fallon McBath Van Orden
Feenstra McCaul Vargas
Ferguson McClain Vasquez
Finstad McCormick Veasey
Fitzpatrick Meuser Walberg
Fleischmann Miller (OH) Waltz
Fletcher Miller (WV) Wasserman
Flood Miller-Meeks Schultz
Fong Mills Weber (TX)
Foxx Molinaro Webster (FL)
Franklin, Scott Moolenaar Wenstrup
Fulcher Moore (AL) wild
Gaetz Moore (UT) Williams (NY)
Garamendi Moran Williams (TX)
Garcia, Mike Moskowitz Wilson (SC)
Golden (ME) Moulton Wittman
Gomez Mrvan Womack
Gonzales, Tony Newhouse Yakym
Gonzalez, V. Nickel Zinke

NAYS—125
Adams Barragan Blumenauer
Amo Bean (FL) Blunt Rochester
Auchincloss Beatty Bonamici
Balint Beyer Boyle (PA)
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Brownley Gosar Neguse
Bush Graves (LA) Norcross
Cardenas Green, Al (TX) Ocasio-Cortez
Carson Hageman Ogles
Carter (LA) Hayes Omar
Case Hoyle (OR) Pallone
Casten Huffman Pingree
Castor (FL) Ivey Pocan
Chu Jackson (IL) Pressley
Clark (MA) Jacobs Ramirez
Clarke (NY) Jayapal Raskin
Cleaver Jeffries Rosendale
Clyburn Johnson (GA) Ross
Cohen Kamlager-Dove o
Collins Kelly (L) g;ﬁﬁzr:bm ser
Crockett Kennedy Sanchez
Dayvis (IL) Khanna Sarbanes
Dean (PA) Krishnamoorthi Scanlon
DeGette Lee (CA) Schakowsk
DeLauro Lee (PA) Sopiit y
DeSaulnier Leger Fernandez
Dingell Levin Scott (VA)
Doggett Lieu Sherman
Duncan Lofgren Stauber
Escobar Magaziner Stevens
Eshoo McClellan Takano
Espaillat McCollum Tenney
Fischbach McGarvey Thanedar
Fitzgerald McGovern Thompson (CA)
Foster Menendez Thompson (MS)
Foushee Meng Tlaib
Frankel, Lois Mfume Tokuda
Frost Moore (WI) Underwood
Fry Morelle Velazquez
Garcia (IL) Mullin Waters
Garcia (TX) Nadler Watson Coleman
Garcia, Robert Napolitano Williams (GA)
Goldman (NY) Neal Wilson (FL)
NOT VOTING—49

Armstrong Gimenez Mooney
Bishop (NC) Gottheimer Murphy
Bowman Granger Nehls
Buchanan Greene (GA) Phillips
Casar Grijalva Porter
Castro (TX) Guest Rodgers (WA)
Chavez-DeRemer Jackson (NC) Salazar
Cherfilus- Kuster

McCormick Kustoff gﬁﬁi)eulll“y
Ciscomani LaHood

Thompson (PA)
Costa Lamborn
Crawford Luetkemeyer o
Curtis Maloy Torres (NY)
DesJarlais McClintock Trahan
Evans McHenry Wagner
Gallego Meeks Westerman
Garbarino Miller (IL) Wexton
O 1853

Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr.
DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. WILLIAMS of
Georgia, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mses.
SALINAS and VELAZQUEZ changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Messrs. SOTO and ZINKE changed
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted “nay” on rollcall
No. 440.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 440.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 20, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have the honor to
transmit herewith a copy of a letter received
from Ms. Donna Barber, Acting Director of
the New Jersey Division of Elections, indi-
cating that, according to the unofficial re-
sults for the Special General Election held
on September 18, 2024, the Honorable
LaMonica Mclver was elected Representative
to Congress for the Tenth Congressional Dis-
trict of New Jersey.

With best wishes, T am

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Trenton, NJ, September 19, 2024.
Hon. KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. MCCUMBER: This is to advise you
that the unofficial results of the Special
Election held on Wednesday, September 18,
2024 for a Representative in Congress from
the Tenth Congressional District of New Jer-
sey, show that LaMonica Mclver received
26,119 or 81% of the total number of votes
cast for that office.

It would appear from these unofficial elec-
tion results, of the ballots counted so far,
that LaMonica MclIver has received the high-
est number of votes for the office of Rep-
resentative in Congress from the Tenth Con-
gressional District.

To the best of our knowledge and belief at
this time, there is no contest to this elec-
tion. The deadline to file an election contest
is October 20, 2024.

As soon as the official results are certified
to this office by County Clerks involved, the
Board of State Canvassers will meet to cer-
tify the Official Special General Election re-
sults. Furthermore, an official Certificate of
Election will be prepared for transmittal as
required by law after the State Board of Can-
vassers has certified the results of the elec-
tion.

Sincerely,
DONNA BARBER,
Acting Director, NJ Division of Elections.

————

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE
LAMONICA McIVER, OF NEW JER-
SEY, AS A MEMBER OF THE
HOUSE

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the gentlewoman from New Jersey, the
Honorable LaMonica MclIver, be per-
mitted to take the oath of office today.

Her certificate of election has not ar-
rived, but there is no contest and no
question has been raised with regard to
her election.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from New
Jersey?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tive-elect and the members of the New
Jersey delegation present themselves
in the well.

All Members will rise and the Rep-
resentative-elect will please raise her
right hand.

Mrs. MCIVER appeared at the bar of
the House and took the oath of office,
as follows:
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Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you
will support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that you
take this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you
are about to enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you
are now a Member of the 118th Con-
gress.

————
WELCOMING THE HONORABLE
LAMONICA MCcIVER TO THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, my colleagues, especially
from New Jersey, and I rise today to
congratulate and welcome our newest
colleague, LAMONICA MCIVER, from
New Jersey’s 10th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Mrs. MCIVER has served on the New-
ark City Council since 2018. She served
as the council president, and I think,
as many people know, Newark is the
largest city in the State of New Jersey.
It is also the same council where our
good friend and distinguished former
colleague, Donald Payne, Jr., had
served with great distinction.

I point out that she excelled in the
Newark public school system and grad-
uated from Bloomfield College before
going on to receive her master’s degree
from Seton Hall University, everything
in New Jersey.

Before running for office, she worked
in human resources across several pub-
lic school districts, including personnel
director for Montclair Public Schools.
She also worked as a public affairs
manager for PSE&G, one of New Jer-
sey’s major utility companies.

We offer, on both sides of the aisle,
our warmest welcome to her and look
forward to working with her in the
coming days and weeks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), my
good friend.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I want all Members to
know that Mrs. MCIVER has experi-
enced a series of firsts.

First, she was the youngest person
elected to the Newark City Council in
2018. She then was elected council
president in 2022, and she is the young-
est woman ever elected to Congress
from the State of New Jersey.

We have her family up there, as my
colleagues can see.

She has also been a tremendous men-
tor for young women, in particular.
She founded an organization called the
Newark G.A.L.S., Inc., which is an or-
ganization that has empowered over
3,000 young women throughout the
State of New Jersey. We are so proud of
her. She is really, more than anything



September 23, 2024

else, a community activist. That is
what she is all about.

She is going to continue in that tra-
dition here, being an advocate for so
many important issues. We are ready
to work with her, and we are so glad
that she is here today, starting out
even as we end this session, because
she is going to get a jump on all of her
activities. She is just such a nice per-
son.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
and I yield back to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I congratulate Mrs. MCIVER,
and I yield to the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. MCIVER).

Mrs. MCIVER. Mr. Speaker, Leader
JEFFRIES, Congressman PALLONE, my
great colleagues in the New Jersey del-
egation, I am deeply humbled and hon-
ored that the people of New Jersey’s
10th Congressional District have put
their faith in me to give them a bold
voice in the United States House of
Representatives.

I recognize my mom, my dad, sisters,
husband, my bright 8-year-old daugh-
ter, and friends and extended family. I
thank them so much for traveling here
from New Jersey to be with me.

I express my deepest gratitude to
those who have provided mentorship
and guidance throughout my career. A
few of those folks are here today, like
my New Jersey State Chairman, Leroy
Jones, who is here watching tonight.

Tonight, I walk in the footsteps of
those who have come before me. The
city of Newark, my lifelong home, has
produced fierce, unyielding leaders who
have dedicated their lives and careers
to the pursuit of justice.

My predecessor, Congressman DON-
ALD M. PAYNE, JR., embodied the vi-
brant spirit of our city and the people
he faithfully served. He was an example
to many of us.

As I stand before my colleagues to-
night, I pay tribute to him, and both
deeply feel and will always miss his
presence and his leadership.

While I walk in the footsteps of those
who came before me, it is my hope to
blaze new trails together on the march
toward fully realizing the promise of
our great American Nation.

I personally thank my mayor, Ras J.
Baraka, who introduced me to politics
at the age of 10. It is fitting that he is
here tonight with us.

It was in those years that I saw up
close how government at all levels
could impact daily life in our commu-
nities, how even small changes have
the ability to add up to trans-
formational progress.

I later had the opportunity and privi-
lege to serve my city as a member of
the Newark City Council and as council
president.

As I stand here tonight, I am filled
with more optimism than ever before
that we can accomplish so much to-
gether, that we can find common
ground, that we can disagree while nur-
turing our democracy, that we can

bring the voices of our beautiful, di-
verse communities together, and that
we can protect and strengthen the free-
doms and opportunities that make
America, America.

I cannot be more proud and grateful
that the people of New Jersey’s 10th
Congressional District have entrusted
me to carry forward their will in this
House, for which I thank all of them.

May God bless the 10th District, and
God bless America.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath of office to the gentle-

woman from New Jersey, the whole
number of the House is 432.
———
NASA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2024

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8
of rule XX, the unfinished business is
the vote on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 8958) to re-
authorize the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, and for
other purposes, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LucAs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 366, nays 21,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 43, as
follows:

[Roll No. 441]

YEAS—366
Adams Calvert Dean (PA)
Aderholt Cammack DeGette
Aguilar Caraveo DeLauro
Alford Carbajal DelBene
Allen Cardenas Deluzio
Allred Carey DeSaulnier
Amo Carl Diaz-Balart
Amodei Carson Dingell
Arrington Carter (GA) Doggett
Auchincloss Carter (LA) Donalds
Babin Carter (TX) Duarte
Bacon Cartwright Duncan
Baird Case Dunn (FL)
Balderson Casten Edwards
Balint Castor (FL) Ellzey
Banks Chu Emmer
Barr Clark (MA) Escobar
Barragan Clarke (NY) Eshoo
Bean (FL) Cleaver Espaillat
Beatty Cline Estes
Bentz Clyburn Ezell
Bera Clyde Fallon
Bergman Cohen Feenstra
Beyer Cole Ferguson
Bice Collins Finstad
Bilirakis Comer Fischbach
Bishop (GA) Connolly Fitzgerald
Blumenauer Correa Fitzpatrick
Blunt Rochester  Costa Fleischmann
Boebert Courtney Fletcher
Bonamici Craig Flood
Bost, Crockett Fong
Boyle (PA) Crow Foster
Brown Cuellar Foushee
Brownley D’Esposito Foxx
Bucshon Davids (KS) Frankel, Lois
Budzinski Davis (IL) Franklin, Scott
Burgess Davis (NC) Frost
Bush De La Cruz Fry
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Gaetz
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden (TX)
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Guest
Guthrie
Harder (CA)
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern

Higgins (LA)
Hill

Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee

Kiley

Kilmer

Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu

Lofgren

Biggs
Brecheen
Burchett
Burlison
Crane
Fulcher
Good (VA)

Lopez
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz

Rulli
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan

NAYS—21

Gosar
Grothman
Hageman
Harris
Latta

Lee (FL)
Massie
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Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Suozzi
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Walberg
Waltz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wwild
Williams (GA)
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Norman
Perry
Rosendale
Roy

Self
Tenney
Tiffany

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Davidson
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NOT VOTING—43

Armstrong Evans Miller (IL)
Bishop (NC) Gallego Mooney
Bowman Garbarino Murphy
Buchanan Granger Nehls
Casar Greene (GA) Phillips
Castro (TX) Grijalva Porter
Chavez-DeRemer Jackson (NC) Rodgers (WA)
Cherfilus- Kuster Salazar
McCormick Kustoff
. : Swalwell
Ciscomani LaHood
Cloud Lamborn Thompson (PA)
Crawford Luetkemeyer Torres (NY)
Crenshaw Maloy Trahan
Curtis McClintock Wagner
DesJarlais McHenry Wexton

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARL) (during the vote). There are 2
minutes remaining.

0 1912

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2024

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3764) to extend and authorize
annual appropriations for the United
States Commission on International
Religious Freedom through fiscal year
2026 on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from American
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 365, nays 20,
not voting 46, as follows:

[Roll No. 442]

YEAS—365
Adams Blunt Rochester Clarke (NY)
Aderholt Bonamici Cleaver
Aguilar Bost Cline
Alford Boyle (PA) Clyburn
Allen Brecheen Clyde
Allred Brown Cohen
Amo Brownley Cole
Amodei Bucshon Comer
Arrington Budzinski Connolly
Auchincloss Burgess Correa
Babin Bush Costa
Baird Calvert Courtney
Balderson Cammack Craig
Balint Caraveo Crockett
Banks Carbajal Crow
Barr Cardenas Cuellar
Barragan Carey D’Esposito
Bean (FL) Carl Davids (KS)
Beatty Carson Davidson
Bentz Carter (LA) Davis (IL)
Bera Carter (TX) Dayvis (NC)
Bergman Cartwright De La Cruz
Beyer Case Dean (PA)
Bice Casten DeGette
Bilirakis Castor (FL) DeLauro
Bishop (GA) Chu DelBene
Blumenauer Clark (MA) Deluzio

DeSaulnier
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes

Ezell

Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood

Fong

Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Frost

Fry

Fulcher
Gaetz
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden (TX)
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Guest
Guthrie
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern

Hill

Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)

Biggs
Boebert

Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
Mclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan
Posey
Pressley

NAYS—20

Burchett
Burlison
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Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz
Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Suozzi
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Walberg
Waltz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wild
Williams (GA)
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Cloud
Collins
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Crane Hageman Rosendale
Donalds Higgins (LA) Roy
Good (VA) Lopez Steube
Gosar Massie Tiffany
Grothman Norman
NOT VOTING—46
Armstrong Evans Mooney
Bacon Gallego Murphy
Bishop (NC) Garbarino Nehls
Bowman Granger Phillips
Buchanan Greene (GA) Porter
Carter (GA) Grijalva Rodgers (WA)
Casar Jackson (NC) Ruppersberger
Castro (TX) Kuster Salazar
Chavez-DeRemer Kustoff S
i’ walwell
Cherfilus- LaHood Thompson (PA)
McCormick Lamborn
Ciscomani Luetkemeyer Torres (NY)
Crawford Maloy Trahan
Crenshaw McClintock Wagner
Curtis McHenry Wexton
DesJarlais Miller (IL) Wilson (FL)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
O 1918

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | had to miss
votes today due to travel from lllinois to Wash-
ington. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 440, YEA on Roll
Call No. 441 and YEA on Roll Call No. 442.

———

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER FOR THE UN-
VEILING OF A STATUE OF MAR-
THA HUGHES CANNON

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
House Administration be discharged
from further consideration of H. Con.
Res. 127 and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WITTMAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Wis-
consin?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 127

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
THE UNVEILING OF MARTHA
HUGHES CANNON STATUE.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used for an event on December 11, 2024, to
unveil a statue of Martha Hughes Cannon.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as may be prescribed by
the Architect of the Capitol.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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LITTLE SAIGON VIETNAM WAR
VETERANS MEMORIAL POST OF-
FICE

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8057) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 9317 Bolsa Avenue in West-
minster, California, as the ‘“‘Little Sai-
gon Vietnam War Veterans Memorial
Post Office’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8057

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LITTLE SAIGON VIETNAM WAR VET-
ERANS MEMORIAL POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 9317
Bolsa Avenue in Westminster, California,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Little
Saigon Vietnam War Veterans Memorial
Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Little Saigon Vietnam
War Veterans Memorial Post Office’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) and the gentle-
woman from New  Mexico (Ms.
STANSBURY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
STEEL).

Mrs. STEEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
urge passage of H.R. 8057, my legisla-
tion to designate the U.S. Post Office
in Westminster as the Little Saigon
Vietnam War Veterans Memorial Post
Office.

This recognition honors our Nation’s
heroes who sacrificed everything to
serve our country in Vietnam. Their
sacrifice will never be forgotten.

Millions of Americans served in our
Armed Forces during the Vietnam war,
and 58,000 American soldiers tragically
lost their lives.

It will also be deeply meaningful to
the vibrant Vietnamese-American com-
munity I represent in Orange County.
They reside in an area known as Little
Saigon, a community which adds great
value to our region. The Vietnamese-
American community is deeply patri-
otic, committed to American ideals of
freedom and opportunity.

Many of my constituents sought ref-
uge in our great country in the wake of
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the Communist takeover in Vietnam.
They suffered through grave conditions
to make it here, going on to have chil-
dren and grandchildren who are grow-
ing up in the United States.

This tribute would serve as a perma-
nent reminder of our commitment to
those who served. It also will stand as
a beacon of hope to freedom-seeking
people in Vietnam and across the
globe.

I am so proud to represent and fight
for the Vietnamese-American commu-
nity. I love representing this patriotic
community in Congress. I thank the
committee and House leadership for
working with me to advance this legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote “‘yes.”

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of
Ranking Member RASKIN in support of
Congresswoman STEEL’s bill.

This bill would name a post office in
Orange County, California, known as
Little Saigon in honor of the veterans
of the Vietnam war. This is truly a
symbolic act.

Little Saigon is home to an esti-
mated 140,000 members of the Viet-
namese community, one of the largest
and most vibrant Vietnamese commu-
nities outside of Vietnam and in the
United States. Many of its residents
came here to the U.S. during the Viet-
nam war to build a better life for them-
selves.

The Vietnam war has left an indel-
ible mark on our country and the serv-
icemen and -women who served there.
Mr. Speaker, 58,000 soldiers lost their
lives during the war, and many more
came home bearing the physical and
emotional, the seen and unseen, scars
of the war. Their sacrifices shall never
be forgotten.

It is especially fitting that Rep-
resentative STEEL’s bill honors vet-
erans of a war that so many of the resi-
dents of Little Saigon fled to come to
America.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. STEEL for
her courage and for bringing this bill
forward.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass H.R. 8057, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I encour-
age my House colleagues to support
this bill, remembering the sacrifices of
Vietnamese Americans during the
Vietnam war. I certainly thank the
sponsor of the bill, Mrs. STEEL from
California, for her great work on get-
ting this bill through the House.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
COMER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8057.

The question was taken.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
O 1930
ACCELERATING NETWORKING,
CYBERINFRASTRUCTURE, AND

HARDWARE FOR OCEANIC RE-
SEARCH ACT

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7630) to require a plan to improve
the cybersecurity and telecommuni-
cations of the U.S. Academic Research
Fleet, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7630

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Accelerating
Networking, Cyberinfrastructure, and Hard-
ware for Oceanic Research Act” or the ‘“AN-
CHOR Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion.

(2) OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH VESSEL.—The
term ‘‘oceanographic research vessel’’ has
the meaning given the term in section 2101 of
title 46, United States Code.

(3) U.S. ACADEMIC RESEARCH FLEET.—The
term “U.S Academic Research Fleet” means
the United States-flagged vessels that—

(A) have been accepted into, and are ac-
tively participants administered within, the
University-National Oceanographic Labora-
tory System;

(B) are operated as oceanographic research
vessels by research universities and labora-
tories;

(C) receive funding from the National
Science Foundation; and

(D) have achieved designation as a member
vessel of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet
through the standard U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet evaluation process.

SEC. 3. PLAN TO IMPROVE CYBERSECURITY AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS OF U.S. ACA-
DEMIC RESEARCH FLEET.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director , in consultation with other
Federal agency owners heads of other Fed-
eral agencies and the head of any university
or laboratory that owns or operates a vessel
of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet, shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the U.S. Sen-
ate and the Committee on Space, Science,
and Technology of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives a plan to improve the cyberse-
curity and telecommunications of the Aca-
demic Research Fleet.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) an assessment of the telecommuni-
cations and networking needs of the U.S.
Academic Research Fleet, consistent with
the typical scientific mission of each vessel;
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(2) in accordance with guidance issued by
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency and the National Institute for
Standards and Technology, an assessment of
cybersecurity needs appropriate for—

(A) the ownership of vessels within the
U.S. Academic Research Fleet; and

(B) the typical research functions and top-
ics of such vessels;

(3) an assessment of the costs necessary to
meet the needs described in paragraphs (1)
and (2), including—

(A) any necessary equipment, such as sat-
ellite communications equipment, software,
high-performance computing clusters ship-
board and shoreside, or enterprise hardware;
and

(B) estimated personnel costs in excess of
current expenditures, including any nec-
essary training, support, or logistics;

(4) an assessment of the time required to
implement any upgrades required to meet
the needs described in paragraphs (1) and (2)
under varying budgets and funding scenarios;

(5) a proposal for the adoption of common
solutions or consortial licensing agreements,
or by centralizing elements of fleet cyberse-
curity, telecommunications, or data man-
agement at a single facility; and

(6) in consultation with any non-Federal
owners of a vessel of the U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet, a spending plan for the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Office of
Naval Research, non-Federal owners of ves-
sels of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet,
users of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet,
or any combination thereof, to provide fund-
ing to cover the costs described in paragraph
3).

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—The Director in pre-
paring the plan required by subsection (a),
shall consider the following—

(1) the network capabilities, including
speed and bandwidth targets, necessary to
meet the scientific mission needs of each
class of vessel within the U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet for such purposes as—

(A) executing the critical functions and
communications of each vessel;

(B) providing network access for the health
and well-being of deployed personnel, includ-
ing communications to conduct telemedicine
(including mental health care), counseling,
interviews with crisis response providers,
and other remote individual care and serv-
ices;

(C) as necessary to meet operations,
uploading any scientific data to a shoreside
server, including the copying of data off ship
for disaster recovery or risk mitigation pur-
poses;

(D) as appropriate, conducting real-time
streaming to enable shore-based observers to
participate in ship-based maintenance or re-
search activities;

(E) real-time coordinated viewing of—

(i) scientific instrumentation so that it is
possible to conduct scientific surveys and
seafloor mapping with fully remote subject
matter experts; and

(ii) critical operational technology by
manufacturers and vendors so that it is pos-
sible to carry out maintenance and repairs
to systems with limited expertise on each
vessel, with fully remote subject-matter ex-
perts advising; and

(F) as appropriate, enabling video commu-
nications to allow improved outreach to, and
other educational services for, K-12 students,
including occasional remote classroom
teaching for instructors at sea to improve
oceanographic access for students; and

(2) In consultation with the Director of the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency, the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Standards and Technology, and the
heads of other Federal agencies, as appro-
priate—
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(A) the cybersecurity recommendations in
the report of the private scientific advisory
group known as JASON entitled ‘‘Cybersecu-
rity at NSF Major Facilities” (JSR-21-10E)
and dated October 2021 as applied to the U.S.
Academic Research Fleet;

(B) aligning with international standards
and guidance for information security, in-
cluding the use of encryption for sensitive
information, the detection and handling of
security incidents, and other areas deter-
mined relevant by the Director;

(C) facilitating access to cybersecurity per-
sonnel and training of research and support
personnel; and

(D) the requirements for controlled unclas-
sified or classified information.

SEC. 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF AND REPORT ON
PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director, in coordi-
nation with the Office of Naval Research,
non-Federal owners of vessels of the Aca-
demic Research Fleet, users of the U.S. Aca-
demic Research Fleet, or any combination
thereof, may support upgrades to the
cyberinfrastructure and cybersecurity of the
U.S. Academic Research Fleet consistent
with the plan required by section 3.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 2
years after the submission of the plan re-
quired by section 3, the Director shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Space, Science, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report describing the progress made in im-
plementing the plan.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LLUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 7630,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be here
in support of the ANCHOR Act spon-
sored by my friend, Mr. MIKE GARCIA of
California.

The ANCHOR Act establishes the
crucial need for better cybersecurity in
the U.S. Academic Research Fleet.
This fleet of 18 vessels operates in the
oceans, the Great Lakes, and the polar
regions where they conduct crucial re-
search on our marine environments.

They are studying ecosystems and
food webs, offshore energy resources,
and how we can better forecast and re-
spond to hazards like earthquakes,
tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions.

Much of what we know about the
ocean, from the wave dynamics to the
deepest trenches, is thanks to research
done aboard one of these vessels.

They operate a wide range of special-
ized equipment, including deep-towing
cameras, state-of-the-art acoustic sen-
sors, and sea floor mapping systems.
They do this all over the globe, often
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sailing to remote locations far from
land.

This creates a unique challenge be-
cause the fleet needs secure and reli-
able communications and data trans-
missions, whether they are just off the
coast of California or in the middle of
the Atlantic Ocean.

That means that each individual ves-
sel needs a specialized infrastructure
that protects their scientific equip-
ment and ensures the security of their
data, both on board and in trans-
mission.

They need this level of security, but
they don’t have it. This bill will change
that. The ANCHOR Act directs the Na-
tional Science Foundation to submit a
plan for much-needed upgrades to our
Academic Research Fleet to improve
cybersecurity and modernize telecom
equipment.

We are directing the NSF to take
into account the types of research done
on each vessel, where they operate,
their specialized equipment, and the
necessary bandwidth for communica-
tion.

This plan is necessary to protect the
taxpayer-funded research that is being
performed by our Academic Research
Fleet.

My fellow Representatives have often
heard me talk about the threat to our
research and intellectual property from
the Chinese Communist Party.

We have taken strong steps to pro-
tect research done at our Federal agen-
cies and in partnership with academic
institutions. Now we must take the
next step and secure the research being
done off our coasts.

I appreciate Representative MIKE
GARcCIA’s work on this issue and his
commitment to strengthen our re-
search enterprise and give it the pro-
tection it deserves.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote for this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the ANCHOR Act and yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet is made up of an impres-
sive array of marine research assets
consisting of large and small oceano-
graphic vessels, sophisticated
submersibles, and high-tech autono-
mous vehicles.

More impressive is the invaluable re-
search conducted by this fleet. It sup-
ports critical ocean environmental
science that leads to a deeper under-
standing of our Earth system, im-
proved and continuous assessments of
our Nation’s marine natural resources,
and serves national security interests
as well.

This diverse fleet is managed and op-
erated by a diverse group that includes
NSF, the Office of Naval Research,
Federal research labs, and U.S. univer-
sities. These various entities bring
with them assorted cyber infrastruc-
ture and networking challenges and
vulnerabilities as well. This techno-
logical struggle has had real detri-
mental impacts, has hindered the pro-
duction of needed scientific outputs,
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and has placed important expensive
projects at risk.

This legislation directs NSF to col-
laborate with other appropriate agen-
cies and ARF operators on the creation
of a networking and cybersecurity im-
provement plan that could address
these challenges by assessing equip-
ment and personnel costs and time re-
quirements for upgrading the fleet and
developing a proposal for funding these
upgrades.

The Senate companion to this bill,
led by California’s own Senators
Padilla and Sullivan, recently passed
out of the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee, so we have a real opportunity
to get this bill passed and begin the
process of closing this unfortunate gap
so that the science gets done.

I thank the bill’s sponsors, Mr. MIKE
GARCIA and Ms. STEVENS, for their
work on the ANCHOR Act. I thank the
chairman for his continuing bipartisan-
ship on the committee.

We have made tremendous progress
this year. I urge everyone to join me in
supporting the act, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr. MIKE
GARCIA), to speak on his bill.

Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support and thank
Chairman LUCAS and the committee
staff for their support as well of H.R.
7630, the ANCHOR Act, which protects
our scientific infrastructure from CCP
espionage.

I also thank my colleague from
across the aisle, Ms. STEVENS, for her
support in cosponsoring this bill as
well.

As I said during the markup of this
very important piece of legislation, the
U.S. is the proud home to some of the
best minds in the world, minds that
keep our Nation on the cutting edge of
scientific research, driving our na-
tional security, our economy, our
healthcare, and so much more. Those
advantages would immediately dis-
appear if we allow lapses in our re-
search security to occur.

The NSF currently owns 17 ships that
make up the Academic Research Fleet.
This fleet enables scientists across the
Nation to conduct complex research on
the ocean, the sea floor, the Great
Lakes, remote polar regions, and
throughout our Nation’s borders mari-
time regions.

Unfortunately, this fleet is also aging
and has become susceptible to cyber es-
pionage from the CCP. According to
The Wall Street Journal, in 2019 the
fleet was the largest target to more
than two-dozen cybersecurity attacks
by the CCP as part of an elaborate
scheme to steal research about mari-
time technology being developed for
military use.

Following these attacks, Mr. Speak-
er, the NSF ordered an independent ad-
visory group to provide recommenda-
tions for strengthening the cybersecu-
rity capabilities of the Academic Re-
search Fleet.
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The ANCHOR Act implements these
recommendations to protect the fleet
and is the tool that the taxpayers will
fund to make sure that the research
they conduct is secure and protected.

We can’t afford to wait, and we can’t
let China continue to rob us of precious
American innovations paid for by our
constituents.

I thank Chairman LUCAS, again, for
his support of my bill, and I urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
support it.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
MIKE GARCIA, Congresswoman STE-
VENS, and Congresswoman LOFGREN,
my colleague from California and the
ranking member. This is a good piece
of legislation. Let’s vote for it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LucAs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7630, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
NEXT GENERATION PIPELINES RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7073) to improve public-private
partnerships and increase Federal re-
search, development, and demonstra-
tion related to the evolution of next
generation pipeline systems, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7073

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Next Gen-
eration Pipelines Research and Development
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Energy.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’’ means—

(A) an institution of higher education (as
such term is defined in section 101(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a))), including historically Black col-
leges and universities (within the meaning of
the term ‘“‘part B institution’ in section 322
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1061)), Tribal colleges and universities (as
such term is defined in section 316 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1059¢)), and minority serving institutions (in-
cluding the entities described in any of para-
graphs (1) through (7) of section 371(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1067q(a)));
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(B) a nonprofit research organization;

(C) a National Laboratory (as such term is
defined in section 2 of the Energy Policy Act
of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801));

(D) a private commercial entity;

(E) a partnership or consortium of two or
more entities described in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) that leverages existing Depart-
ment efforts; or

(F) any other entity the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

(4) 'TECHNICAL STANDARDS.—The term
‘“‘technical standard’ has the meaning given
such term in section 12(d)(5) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement Act
of 1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note).

SEC. 3. COORDINATION.

In carrying out this Act—

(1) the Secretary shall avoid unnecessary
duplication and achieve shared mission goals
by coordinating with the Administrator of
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration of the Department of Trans-
portation and across all relevant program of-
fices at the Department of Energy, includ-
ing—

(A) the Office of Science;

(B) the Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon
Management;

(C) the Office of Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy;

(D) the Office of Cybersecurity, Energy Se-
curity, and Emergency Response;

(E) the Advanced Research Projects Agen-
cy-Energy;

(F) the Office of Clean Energy Demonstra-
tions; and

(G) any other cross-cutting program office
determined appropriate;

(2) the Secretary of Transportation shall
ensure participation of and coordination
with the Secretary of Energy of—

(A) the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration of the Department of
Transportation; and

(B) any other program office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation determined appro-
priate; and

(3) the Secretary shall coordinate with the
Director of the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the Secretary of the
Interior, and the heads of other relevant
Federal agencies, as appropriate.

SEC. 4. ADVANCED PIPELINE MATERIALS AND
TECHNOLOGIES DEMONSTRATION
INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle E of title III of
division D of the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“SEC. 40344. ADVANCED PIPELINE MATERIALS
AND TECHNOLOGIES DEMONSTRA-
TION INITIATIVE.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF INITIATIVE.—The
Secretary shall establish a demonstration
initiative (in this section referred to as the
‘Initiative’) under which the Secretary,
through a competitive merit review process,
shall award financial assistance to eligible
entities to carry out demonstration projects
on low- to mid-technology readiness level
subjects to achieve deployment of tech-
nologies that—

‘(1) are applicable to pipelines and associ-
ated infrastructure, including liquefied nat-
ural gas facilities and underground and
above ground gas and liquid fuel storage fa-
cilities; and

‘(2) involve the development of next gen-
eration pipeline systems, components, and
related technologies.

‘““‘Secretary’’

‘“(b) DEMONSTRATION PROJECT Focus
AREAS.—In carrying out the Initiative, the
Secretary shall select demonstration
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projects that best advance research under-
taken by the Department and the Depart-
ment of Transportation and incorporate a
range of technology focus areas, which may
include the following:

‘(1) Advanced leak detection and mitiga-
tion tools and technologies.

‘“(2) Novel materials, including alloy and
nonmetallic materials, to improve integrity
for new and existing pipelines, such as pipe-
line coatings, sleeves, and liners, and corro-
sion resistant materials, including maximum
and minimum flow rates and immunity to
electrical discharge processes.

‘“(83) Technologies and methods for retro-
fitting existing pipelines, resolving material
compatibility issues, and minimizing leak-
age, such as field protective coatings and
material treatment.

‘‘(4) Advanced manufacturing approaches
for producing, fitting, and coupling pipe-
lines, including the fabrication of higher per-
formance pipeline materials and new extru-
sion technologies or methods to join ultra-
high strength and corrosion resistant mate-
rials at a scale for distribution.

‘“(6) Advanced sensor technologies and
processes that enable real-time or in situ
monitoring of pipeline assets to assess and
mitigate leaks, both internal and external to
the pipeline, which may include the fol-
lowing:

““(A) Wireless sensors,
acoustic wave sensors.

‘(B) Advanced and cost-effective electro-
chemical sensors.

‘“(C) Distributed fiber optic sensors.

‘(D) Autonomous sensor systems, includ-
ing uncrewed aircraft.

‘“(E) Optical methods.

“(F) Multi-use platforms
sources.

“(G) Hybrid data-analysis platforms.

‘(6) Advanced computational, data ana-
lytics, and machine Ilearning models to
achieve the following:

‘“(A) Multiscale modeling, characteriza-
tion, and optimization of transmission and
distribution systems and components to aid
in planning for optimized and resilient infra-
structure.

‘(B) Correlation between sensor and emis-
sions data at all operational points and
across a variety of scales to assure system
integrity spanning large areas.

‘“(C) Accurate material lifecycle pre-
dictions and simulation platforms to fore-
cast pipeline health.

‘(D) Secure real time autonomous moni-
toring and repair capabilities.

‘“‘(BE) Mapping and monitoring of structural
health parameters, such as corrosion.

<N Self-healing and self-repair
functionalities, including by chemical treat-
ment methods.

‘“(8) Autonomous robotic and patch tech-
nologies for inspection and repair.

‘“(9) Dynamic compressor technologies, in-
cluding retrofit kits for existing compressor

such as surface

for diverse

systems.
‘(10) Strategies and technologies for inte-
grated cybersecurity considerations and

countering cyberattacks.

‘(11) Technologies and methods to reduce
potential environmental impacts, including
at the atmospheric and subsurface level, as-
sociated with pipelines, liquefied natural gas
facilities, and gas and liquid fuel storage fa-
cilities, such as equipment failure.

‘(12) Tools to evaluate geographical pipe-
line data for the feasibility of repurposing
existing infrastructure for safe and effective
transport and use of alternative fuels,
blends, and carbon dioxide.

‘(13) Tools and technologies applicable to
improving the safety, operation, and effi-
ciency of liquefied natural gas facilities and
gas and liquid fuel storage facilities.
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‘‘(c) SELECTION REQUIREMENTS.—In select-
ing eligible entities for demonstration
projects under the Initiative, the Secretary
shall, to the maximum extent practicable,
take the following actions:

‘(1) Encourage regional diversity among
eligible entities, including participation by
such entities located in rural States.

‘“(2) Prioritize technological diversity
among eligible entities.

‘“(3) Prioritize a diverse mix of energy, sub-
stances, fuel sources, and byproducts, includ-
ing the following:

‘“(A) Gas and liquid hydrocarbons, includ-
ing natural gas, renewable natural gas,
methane, ethane, and liquefied natural gas.

‘“(B) Carbon dioxide.

‘(C) Hydrogen.

‘(D) Biofuels.

‘“(E) Water.

‘“(F) Substances in the hydrogen supply
chain, including ammonia and liquid organic
hydrogen carriers.

‘(@) Blends of gases or liquids, including
hydrogen blends.

‘‘(H) Any other source the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

‘“(4) Prioritize projects that leverage and
are complementary to existing energy infra-
structure.

‘“(5) Prioritize projects that Ileverage
matching funds from non-Federal sources.

‘(6) Ensure that selected projects are co-
ordinated with or expand on the existing
technology demonstration programs of the
Department.

‘“(7T) Evaluate projects and topics for tech-
nical performance and economic feasibility
as part of lifecycle assessments for return on
investment impact.

‘“(8) Prioritize projects that can quantifi-
ably reduce the environmental impacts of
pipelines and associated infrastructure on
air, water, or soil quality in all regions of
the United States, especially in underserved
and rural communities.

‘“(d) LOCATION.—To the maximum extent
practicable, demonstration projects under
the Initiative shall be located on sites with
existing research infrastructure or with the
ability to coordinate with existing Depart-
ment user facilities and research centers.

‘“(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Out of funds authorized to be appropriated
for—

‘(1) the Office of Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy, and

‘“(2) the Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon
Management,
pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (6), respec-
tively, of section 10771 of subtitle O of title
VI of the Research and Development, Com-
petition, and Innovation Act (enacted as di-
vision B of Public Law 117-167), there is au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary
of Energy to carry out this section $45,000,000
for fiscal year 2025, and $50,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2026 through 2029.

‘(f) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate
five years after the date of the enactment of
this section.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section
40343 the following new item:

‘‘Sec. 40344. Advanced pipeline materials and
technologies demonstration ini-
tiative.”.

SEC. 5. JOINT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary, in
consultation with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation and the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology, and in co-
ordination with the demonstration initiative
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established pursuant to section 40344 of the
Infrastructure Investment and dJobs Act
(Public Law 117-58), as added by section 4,
shall establish within the Department a
joint research and development program (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘“‘Joint Program’’)
to carry out research projects that—

(1) develop cost-effective advanced mate-
rials and technologies for pipeline transpor-
tation systems at different scales;

(2) enable the commercialization of innova-
tive materials and technologies for pipeline
transportation systems;

(3) support the development of technical
standards of innovative materials and tech-
nologies for pipeline transportation systems;
and

(4) are at a low technology readiness level
and not pursued by the Pipeline Safety Re-
search Program of the Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Administration of
the Department of Transportation.

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—Not
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall
enter into or update an existing memo-
randum of understanding with the Secretary
of Transportation and the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to administer the Joint Program.
Such memorandum shall require each par-
ticipating agency to—

(1) identify unique research capabilities to
contribute while avoiding duplication of ex-
isting efforts; and

(2) include cost sharing and cost reim-
bursement abilities among participating
agencies, including any reviews, approvals,
trainings, or resource outlays that will be re-
quired.

(c) INFRASTRUCTURE.—In carrying out the
Joint Program, the Secretary, the Secretary
of Transportation, and the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall—

(1) use existing
at—

(A) Department of Energy facilities,
cluding National Laboratories;

(B) Department of Transportation initia-
tives, including any such initiatives carried
out through the Pipeline and Hazardous Ma-
terials Safety Administration; and

(C) the National Institute of Standards and
Technology; and

(2) develop new infrastructure for potential
projects, if appropriate.

(d) GOALS AND METRICS.—The Secretary,
the Secretary of Transportation, and the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology shall develop goals and
metrics for each agency in meeting techno-
logical progress under the Joint Program,
congsistent with existing United States en-
ergy safety, resilience, and security policies.

(e) SELECTION OF PROJECTS.—To the max-
imum extent practicable, the Secretary, the
Secretary of Transportation, and the Direc-
tor of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology shall ensure the following
with respect to the Joint Program:

(1) Projects are carried out under condi-
tions that represent a variety of geographies,
physical conditions, and market constraints.

(2) Projects represent an appropriate bal-
ance of the following:

(A) Larger, higher-cost projects.

(B) Smaller, lower-cost projects.

(3) To the maximum extent practicable,
projects are transferred between partici-
pating agencies based on the stage of re-
search and capabilities of each agency.

(f) PRIORITY.—In carrying out the Joint
Program, the Secretary, the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, and the Secretary of Transportation
shall, through consultation with the dem-
onstration initiative established pursuant to

research infrastructure

in-
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section 40344 of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58), as
added by section 4, to identify and advance
areas of research most needed for demonstra-
tion projects under such demonstration ini-
tiative, give priority to research and dem-
onstration projects that—

(1) are likely to be of value to such dem-
onstration initiative; and

(2) are done in coordination with, or ad-
vance knowledge critical to, the National
Pipeline Modernization Center established
pursuant to section 6.

(g) RELATION TO EXISTING LAW.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to change ex-
isting agency roles, responsibilities, or areas
of expertise as described in section 12 of the
Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 2002
(Public Law 107-355; 49 U.S.C. 60101 note)

(h) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate
five years after the date of the enactment of
this section.

SEC. 6. NATIONAL PIPELINE MODERNIZATION
CENTER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the dem-
onstration initiative established pursuant to
section 40344 of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58), as
added by section 4, and the Joint Program
and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, the Secretary shall establish a Na-
tional Pipeline Modernization Center (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘“Center’’), which
shall focus on collaborating with industry
and stakeholders to coordinate and carry out
research, development, and demonstration
projects focused on commercializing cost-ef-
fective products and procedures aligned with
the goals and priorities set forth by the De-
partment.

(b) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall admin-
ister the Center in conjunction with an eligi-
ble entity pursuant to an agreement between
the Department and such entity. Such entity
shall be selected on a competitive, merit-re-
viewed basis.

(c) EXISTING CENTERS.—In administering
the Center, the Secretary shall prioritize
higher education energy-related research
centers in existence as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(d) PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE.—An agree-
ment under subsection (b) shall be for a pe-
riod of not more than five years, subject to
the availability of appropriations.

(e) LOCATION.—The Center shall be located
in proximity to critical transportation infra-
structure connecting to an existing national
pipeline transportation system and other De-
partment monitoring assets, as determined
by the Secretary.

(f) COORDINATION WITH TRAINING AND
QUALIFICATIONS CENTER.—In carrying out the
functions described in subsection (a), the
Center shall coordinate and collaborate with
training centers of the Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Administration of
the Department of Transportation to facili-
tate knowledge sharing among, and en-
hanced training opportunities for, Federal
and State pipeline safety inspectors and in-
vestigators.

(g) DUPLICATION.—The Secretary shall en-
sure the coordination of, and avoid unneces-
sary duplication of, the activities under this
section with the National Center of Excel-
lence for Liquefied Natural Gas Safety estab-
lished pursuant to section 111 of the Pro-
tecting our Infrastructure of Pipelines and
Enhancing Safety Act of 2020 (49 U.S.C. 60103
note; Public Law 116-260, div. R, title I).

SEC. 7. NIST PIPELINE METROLOGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall carry out a program of measure-
ment research, development, demonstration,
and standardization to—
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(1) ensure the integrity of pipeline facili-
ties; and

(2) support pipeline safety, security, effi-
ciency, sustainability, and resilience.

(b) TESTING.—The Director of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology, in
collaboration with the Secretary of the De-
partment of Transportation and in consulta-
tion with the private sector and inter-
national standards organizations, shall sup-
port testing, evaluation, and research infra-
structure to support the activities described
in subsection (a).

(¢) ALLOCATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—From
amounts appropriated or otherwise made
available for the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
shall allocate up to $2,500,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2029 to carry out this
section.

SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Out of funds authorized
to be appropriated for the Office of Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy and the Of-
fice of Fossil Energy and Carbon Manage-
ment pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (6), re-
spectively, of section 10771 of subtitle O of
title VI of the Research and Development,
Competition, and Innovation Act (enacted as
division B of Public Law 117-167), there is au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary
to carry out—

(1) section 5, $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2025,
and $30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2029; and

(2) section 6, $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2025,
and $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2029.

(b) OFFSET.—Section 10771 of subtitle O of
title VI of the Research and Development,
Competition, and Innovation Act (enacted as
division B of Public Law 117-167) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘2026°° and inserting ‘‘2029°’;
and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking
1,200,000,000” and inserting ‘$1,100,000,000"’;
and

(2) in subsection (6)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking 2026’ and inserting ¢2029’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking
€¢600,000,000” and inserting ‘“$445,000,000"";

(C) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by striking 200,000,000 and inserting
¢‘$100,000,000”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and’ after the semicolon;

(D) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) by striking ‘‘1,000,000,000> and inserting
¢‘$900,000,000"’; and

(ii) by striking the period and inserting ‘‘;
and’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(D) $455,000,000 to carry out pipeline re-
search, development, demonstration, and
commercial application activities.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LLUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill now under consider-
ation.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7073, the Next Generation Pipelines Re-
search and Development Act, which I
am proud to cosponsor.

The United States pipeline network
consists of nearly 2.8 million miles of
pipeline, enough to wrap around the
world at the equator more than 112
times.

Yet, 50 percent of the Nation’s pipe-
line system is more than 60 years old,
and the Department of Energy esti-
mates that as many as 96,000 miles of
new pipeline will be needed to handle
carbon dioxide capture from power
plants and directly from the air.

As the Representative of Cushing,
Oklahoma, the pipeline crossroads of
the world, I see firsthand the impor-
tance of pipeline infrastructure, not
just for our energy security but for
economic growth in America. This is
infrastructure that must be main-
tained now and well into the future.

A new and modern emphasis on
science collaboration, as well as in-
creased industry involvement and pub-
lic-private demonstration projects, will
be required to meet our future energy
demands and ensure the continued
safety and efficient use of our pipe-
lines.

Not only do pipelines carry the oil
and natural gas that currently fuel our
economy, but they are also critical in
transporting the next generation of
fuels like hydrogen, carbon dioxide,
and methane.

H.R. 7073 enables that by invig-
orating Federal research focused on
improving pipeline safety and tech-
nology.

The bill establishes a demonstration
initiative to advance research under-
taken by DOE and the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Adminis-
tration. It will also help lab-scale,
basic research overcome the ‘‘valley of
death” through commercial develop-
ment.

It also establishes a national pipeline
modernization center as a central loca-
tion for industry and stakeholders to
collaborate with Federal agencies on
pipeline research and development and
enable new cost-effective products and
procedures.

Simply put, 7073 is necessary for the
continued growth of the American en-
ergy industry. It will strengthen pipe-
line infrastructure networks that will
be essential to achieving our shared en-
ergy, economic, security, and environ-
mental goals.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,
Washington, DC, September 19, 2024.
Hon. FRANK D. LUCAS,
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN LUcAS: I write to you con-
cerning H.R. 7073, the Next Generation Pipe-
lines Research and Development Act. The
bill was referred primarily to the Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology. Specifi-
cally, provisions of H.R. 7073 fall within the
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

I recognize and appreciate your desire to
bring this legislation before the House of
Representatives in an expeditious manner,
and accordingly, the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure will forgo ac-
tion on the bill. However, this is conditional
on our mutual understanding that doing so
will not prejudice the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure with respect to
the appointment of conferees or to any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matter contained within the bill or similar
legislation that falls under the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure’s Rule
X jurisdiction. Further, should a conference
on the bill be necessary, 1 appreciate your
agreement to support my request to have the
Committee represented on the conference
committee.

Finally, I would ask that a copy of this let-
ter and your response acknowledging our ju-
risdictional interest in the bill be included in
the Committee Report and Congressional
Record during consideration of H.R. 7073 on
the House floor.

Sincerely,
SAM GRAVES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,
Washington, DC, September 19, 2024.
Hon. SAM GRAVES,
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRAVES: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 7073, the Next Generation Pipe-
lines Research and Development Act, which
was introduced on January 22, 2024, and sole-
ly referred to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology.

I appreciate you agreeing to withdraw your
request for a sequential referral of H.R. 7073,
so that the bill may be considered expedi-
tiously. I acknowledge that forgoing your re-
ferral claim now does not waive the right to
jurisdictional claims in the future on subject
matter contained in this bill or similar legis-
lation. Further, I will appropriately consult
and involve the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure as the bill moves
forward on issues that fall within your Rule
X jurisdiction. In addition. should a con-
ference on the bill be necessary, I would sup-
port your request to have the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure rep-
resented on the conference committee.

Finally, I will include of copy of our letter
exchange in the Committee Report and the
Congressional Record when the bill is consid-
ered on the House floor.

Sincerely,
FRANK D. LUCAS,
Chairman.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Next Generation Pipelines Research
and Development Act.
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As has been mentioned, a majority of
the Nation’s pipeline system is more
than 60 years old. With this magnitude
of aging pipelines operating 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, it is inevitable that
without new inspection and leak detec-
tion technologies, catastrophic defects
and anomalies will occur more fre-
quently.

Too often we are confronted with
news of pipeline failures that cause
mass casualties, environmental disas-
ters, damage property, and service
interruptions for thousands. There is
much that industry can do to secure
their assets while contributing to the
development of next generation pipe-
lines.

H.R. 7073 seeks to prevent future in-
frastructure failure and improve pipe-
line safety and technology through in-
novation. This bill will improve the
work of the DOE and the Department
of Transportation’s Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion by establishing a demonstration
initiative that will help lab-scale, basic
research overcome the ‘‘valley of
death’ and achieve commercial deploy-
ment. DOE, DOT, and NIST will also be
empowered to work together in a joint
pipeline research program.

Finally, it directs DOE to establish a
national pipeline modernization cen-
ter, a place for industry and Federal
agencies to collaborate on pipeline re-
search and development.

0 1945

What we have in front of us is much-
needed harm reduction legislation. I
extend my congratulations to Mr.
WEBER and Dr. CARAVEO and my appre-
ciation for their hard work on this leg-
islation. It is a good bill. I support it,
and I encourage others, as well, to sup-

port it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield

such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. WEBER) to
speak on his bill.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of my bill, H.R. 7073, the
Next Generation Pipelines Research
and Development Act.

I introduced this important piece of
legislation earlier this year to direct
the Department of Energy toward a
new and more modern approach to
pipeline research and development.

The chairman talked about over 2
million something miles of pipelines in
the United States. Well, I am from the
great State of Texas, which has over
half a million miles of gas and liquid
pipelines, so that is about a fourth of
the whole pipelines in the United
States if my high school math is hold-
ing up. This creates $374 billion, with a
b, in total economic output for my
State.

That is because pipelines deliver oil
and gas safely, reliably, and efficiently.
However, as the chairman mentioned,
half of all U.S. pipelines are over 60
years old, so we can expect defects and
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anomalies to occur more often. It is
just a fact of the wear and tear they
are under. Imagine driving a car that
was over 60 years old, and yet it had
never been tended to, which is unbe-
lievable.

Now, that is not to say that pipelines
are dangerous, Mr. Speaker. Actually,
the truth is quite the opposite, as pipe-
lines safely deliver oil and gas without
incident—check these numbers out—24/
7, 99.999 percent of the time. That is a
pretty good safety record, Mr. Speaker.

As new energy sources emerge, like
hydrogen, carbon dioxide, and meth-
ane, we can expect pipelines to be the
primary source of transportation to
American energy independence into
the future.

H.R. 7073 encourages new public-pri-
vate projects in maintenance of our
current pipeline infrastructure, and in
supporting next-generation systems.
Through the technological innovation
directed by this legislation, the Amer-
ican energy sector will actually see a
strengthened focus on material behav-
ior, leak detection capabilities, and
multifuel transportation.

The Next Generation Pipeline R&D
Act also brings together industry
stakeholders, academia, and Federal
agencies to collaborate and coordinate
on vital pipeline research needs. It en-
sures that the Department of Energy
focuses on basic research that is actu-
ally too low on the technology readi-
ness level for industry to conduct. At
the same time, this bill enables indus-
try to be involved and ready to run
with the innovation that does come
from that kind of research.

Lastly, this bill codifies and updates
a multiagency research program that
includes the Department of Energy, the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology, and the Department of
Transportation. This language updates
and builds upon the original memo-
randum of understanding that was put
in place way back in 2004.

H.R. 7073 is a good government bill
with bipartisan support, as you have
heard here tonight. It strengthens U.S.
leadership in oil and natural gas re-
search and actually provides a good re-
turn on investment for the American
taxpayer. I thank Representatives
CARAVEO and OBERNOLTE, as well as
Chairman LUCAS and our ranking mem-
ber across the aisle for cosponsoring
and being great partners on this bill. I
urge all of my colleagues to support it.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, we are
fortunate, indeed, to have Dr. CARAVEO
as a Member of our House with her
keen intellect and pragmatic approach
to solving America’s problems.

I yield such time as she may consume
to the gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
CARAVEO).

Ms. CARAVEO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ranking Member LOFGREN for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, in Colorado we know
how critical pipelines are, whether
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they are for carrying different types of
energy sources or even delivering water
to communities from places that are
miles away. In fact, according to the
Office of Pipeline Safety, there are
more than 45,000 miles of pipeline in
Colorado.

As one of the leading energy pro-
ducers in the country, my district is
home to miles of oil and hazardous lig-
uid lines and natural gas transmission
lines. However, we are also no stranger
to experiencing accidents like a leak or
break. We need to be doing what we
can to ensure this important piece of
our energy infrastructure remains safe
and effective for years to come.

That is why I am proud to lead the
Next Generation Pipeline Research and
Development Act with Representative
WEBER, which would invest in R&D for
our aging pipeline infrastructure while
also leveraging public-private partner-
ships to do so. This bipartisan effort
will be a win for keeping our environ-
ment clean while maintaining one of
the primary conduits for bringing en-
ergy to Coloradans.

One of the biggest issues in my dis-
trict right now is that our pipelines are
getting older, particularly those used
to transport natural gas, and that
makes them more prone to leak. The
most prevalent leak we see is methane,
which is a more potent greenhouse gas
than carbon dioxide. Just one leak can
be damaging to the environment, so we
need to be making these investments
now to secure our pipeline infrastruc-
ture. This will also be important as we
begin to use pipelines not just for tra-
ditional energy sources like natural
gas, but for newer sources like hydro-
gen. The future of our energy grid will
rely on a mix of different fuels, and se-
curing our pipeline infrastructure is
vital to that future.

Before I close, I will highlight how
this bill will help those of us living in
the West. As drought continues to af-
fect places like Colorado, water sources
are becoming more important to ac-
cess, especially to keep up with
growth. There are plenty of cities in
Colorado, including in my district, that
rely on pipelines to bring water to con-
sumers, and there is no sign of this
stopping. We need to ensure these pipe-
lines are maintained with up-to-date
technology, and this bill will make cer-
tain of that.

I again thank Representative WEBER
for working with me on this bill and
for the leadership both Chairman
LucAas and Ranking Member LOFGREN
have shown on the Science Committee.
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this effort.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I am pre-
pared to close once the gentlewoman
from California closes.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I urge
that we support and enact this good
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. I
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thank my Science Committee col-
leagues, Mr. WEBER and Ms. CARAVEO,
for leading this bipartisan effort. I urge
all my colleagues to support this legis-
lation, and I yield back the balance of
my time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LucAas) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7073, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

INNOVATIVE MITIGATION PART-
NERSHIPS FOR ASPHALT AND
CONCRETE TECHNOLOGIES ACT

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7685) to strengthen and enhance
the competitiveness of American in-
dustry through the research and devel-
opment of advanced technologies to
improve the efficiency of cement, con-
crete, and asphalt production, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7685

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Innovative
Mitigation Partnerships for Asphalt and
Concrete Technologies Act’ or the “IMPACT
Act”.

SEC. 2. ADVANCED CEMENT, CONCRETE, AND AS-
PHALT PRODUCTION RESEARCH
PROGRAM.

(a) PROGRAM.—Part I of subtitle C of title
V of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act (Public Law 117-58) is amended by insert-
ing after section 40522 the following new sec-
tion:

“SEC. 40523. ADVANCED CEMENT, CONCRETE,
AND ASPHALT PRODUCTION RE-
SEARCH PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADVANCED PRODUCTION.—The term ‘ad-
vanced production’ means production of ce-
ment, concrete, or asphalt with one or more
of the following improvements with respect
to the production of commercially available
cement, concrete, or asphalt:

““(A) Improved cost-effectiveness.

‘(B) Improved quality, durability,
neering performance, and resilience.

“(C) Improved efficiency of resource con-
sumption and material demand.

‘“(2) ALTERNATIVE FUELS.—The term ‘alter-
native fuels’ means any solid, liquid, or gas-
eous materials, or a combination thereof,
used to replace or supplement any portion of
fuels used in combustion or pyrolysis for
low-emissions cement, concrete, or asphalt.

¢“(3) COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE.—The term
‘commercially available’, with respect to ce-
ment, concrete, and asphalt, means that the
cement, concrete, or asphalt is—

““(A) readily and widely available for pur-
chase in the United States; and
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‘“(B) produced using a production method
of cement, concrete, or asphalt products, as
applicable, that is widely in use.

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means any of the following:

““(A) An institution of higher education.

‘“(B) An appropriate State or Federal enti-
ty, including a federally funded research and
development center of the Department.

‘(C) A nonprofit research institution.

‘(D) A private entity.

‘“(BE) Any other relevant entity the Sec-
retary determines appropriate.

““(F') A partnership or consortium of two or
more entities described in subparagraphs (A)
through (E).

“(5) ENGINEERING  PERFORMANCE-BASED
STANDARD.—The term ‘engineering perform-
ance-based standard’ means an existing engi-
neering standard with respect to which the
requirements applicable to such standard are
stated in terms of required results, with cri-
teria for verifying compliance rather than
specific composition, design, or procedure.

¢“(6) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘institution of higher education’
has the meaning given such term in section
101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001).

*“(7) LOW-EMISSIONS CEMENT, CONCRETE, AND
ASPHALT.—The term ‘low-emissions cement,
concrete, and asphalt’ means cement, con-
crete, asphalt binder, or asphalt mixture
that reduces, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, greenhouse gas or directly-related
copollutant emissions to levels below com-
mercially available cement, concrete, or as-
phalt.

‘“(8) RURAL AREA.—The term ‘rural area’
has the meaning given such term in section
343(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a)).

‘“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
section, the Secretary shall establish a pro-
gram of research, development, demonstra-
tion, and commercial application of ad-
vanced tools, technologies, and methods for
advanced production and use of low-emis-
sions cement, concrete, and asphalt in order
to—

‘(1) increase the technological and eco-
nomic competitiveness of industry and pro-
duction in the United States;

“(2) expand and increase the stability of
supply chains through enhanced domestic
production, nearshoring, and cooperation
with allies;

‘“(3) achieve measurable greenhouse gas or
directly related copollutant emissions reduc-
tions in the production processes for cement,
concrete, and asphalt products; and

‘‘(4) create quality domestic jobs.

‘‘(c) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the
program under subsection (b), the Secretary
shall—

‘(1) coordinate with the programs and ac-
tivities authorized under title VI of division
Z of the Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2021 (relating to industrial and manufac-
turing technologies) and the amendments
made by such title;

‘‘(2) coordinate across all relevant program
offices of the Department, including the Of-
fice of Science, the Advanced Research
Projects Agency-Energy, the Office of Clean
Energy Demonstrations, the Office of Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy, the Office
of Fossil Energy, the Office of Industrial Ef-
ficiency and Decarbonization, the Office of
Manufacturing and Energy Supply Chains,
and the Office of Nuclear Energy;

‘“(3) leverage, to the extent practicable, the
research infrastructure of the Department,
including scientific computing user facili-
ties, x-ray light sources, neutron scattering
facilities, and nanoscale science research
centers; and
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‘‘(4) conduct research, development, dem-
onstration, and commercial application of
the advanced production of low-emissions ce-
ment, concrete, and asphalt that have the
potential to increase domestic production
and employment in both advanced and com-
mercially available processes.

¢(d) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the establishment of the program under
subsection (b), the Secretary shall develop a
5-year strategic plan identifying research,
development, demonstration, and commer-
cial application goals for such program. The
Secretary shall submit such plan to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—The strategic plan under
paragraph (1) shall—

‘“(A) identify programs at the Department
related to the advanced production of low-
emissions cement, concrete, and asphalt that
support the research, development, dem-
onstration, and commercial application ac-
tivities described in this section, and the
demonstration projects under subsection (f);

‘“(B) establish technological and pro-
grammatic goals to achieve the require-
ments specified in subsection (c¢); and

¢“(C) include timelines for the accomplish-
ment of such goals developed under the plan.

*“(3) UPDATES TO PLAN.—Not less than once
every two years, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate an updated version
of the strategic plan under paragraph (1).

‘‘(e) Focus AREAS.—In carrying out the
program established in subsection (c¢), the
Secretary shall focus on the following:

‘(1) Carbon capture technologies for low-
emissions cement, concrete, and asphalt pro-
duction processes, which may include the
following:

“(A) Oxycombustion and chemical looping
technologies.

‘(B) Precombustion technologies.

‘(C) Post combustion technologies.

‘(D) Direct carbon dioxide separation tech-
nologies.

‘“(2) Materials, technologies,
processes that—

‘““(A) produce fewer greenhouse gas or di-
rectly related copollutant emissions during
production, use, and end use of cement, con-
crete, and asphalt; or

‘(B) provide quality, durability, resilience,
engineering, or other performance metrics
equal to or greater than commercially avail-
able products.

“(3) Medium- and high-temperature heat-
generation technologies used for the ad-
vanced production of low-emissions cement,
concrete, and asphalt which may include the
following:

“(A) Alternative fuels.

‘“(B) Renewable heat-generation and stor-
age technology.

‘(C) Electrification of heating processes.

‘(D) Other clean heat-generation tech-
nologies and sources.

‘“(4) Technologies and practices that in-
crease the efficiency of energy use, natural
resource consumption, or material demand,
which may include the following:

‘“(A) Designing products that encourage
reuse, refurbishment, remanufacturing, and
recycling.

‘(B) Minimizing waste, including waste
heat, from low-emissions cement, concrete,
and asphalt production processes, including
through the reuse of waste as a resource in
other industrial processes for mutual ben-
efit.
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“(C) Increasing the overall energy effi-
ciency of low-emissions cement, concrete,
and asphalt production processes, including
through life cycle assessments.

‘() Technologies and approaches to reduce
greenhouse gas or directly related copollut-
ant emissions from the advanced production
of cement, concrete, and asphalt.

‘“(6) High-performance computing to de-
velop advanced materials and production
processes that may contribute to the focus
areas described in paragraphs (1) through (5),
including the following:

‘“(A) Modeling, simulation, and optimiza-
tion of the design of cost-effective and en-
ergy-efficient products and processes.

“(B) The use of digital prototyping and ad-
ditive production to enhance product design.

‘(7Y Advanced sensor technologies and
methods to monitor and quantify the per-
formance of low-emissions cement, concrete,
and asphalt materials at scale and under a
variety of conditions.

‘“(8) Technologies that can be retrofitted at
cement, concrete, and asphalt plants that
represent the most common facility types in
the United States and in other countries,
with consideration for field validation of
such retrofits.

‘“(9) Best practices for data standardization
and data sharing tools and technologies, in
coordination with relevant Federal agencies.

‘(10) Fundamental research in chemistry
and materials science to identify the fol-
lowing:

‘“(A) Novel materials and alternative do-
mestic feedstocks and processing operations
for the advanced production of low-emissions
cement, concrete, and asphalt.

‘“(B) Improved understanding by eligible
entities of the mechanisms that determine
the performance and durability of low-emis-
sions cement, concrete, and asphalt over
time.

““(f) DEMONSTRATIONS.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
section, the Secretary, in carrying out the
program established in subsection (b), and in
collaboration with the Secretary of Trans-
portation, the Administrator of General
Services, industry partners, institutions of
higher education, and National Laboratories,
shall support demonstrations of advanced
production of low-emissions cement, con-
crete, and asphalt that uses either—

‘“(A) a single technology or practice; or

‘B) a combination of multiple tech-
nologies or practices.

‘“(2) SELECTION REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying
out the demonstrations under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall select eligible entities to
carry out demonstration projects and to the
maximum extent practicable—

‘“(A) encourage regional diversity among
eligible entities, including participation by
entities located in rural areas;

‘(B) encourage technological
among eligible entities; and

‘(C) ensure that specific projects se-
lected—

‘(i) expand on the existing technology
demonstration programs of the Department;

‘“(ii) are based on the extent of greenhouse
gas emissions reductions achieved; and

‘(iii) prioritize leveraging matching funds
from non-Federal sources.

‘(3) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate—

‘“(A) not less frequently than once every
two years for the duration of the demonstra-
tions under paragraph (1), a report describing
the performance of such demonstration; and

‘(B) if any such demonstration is termi-
nated, an assessment of the success of, and
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education provided by, the measures carried
out by such demonstration.

‘“(4) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may ter-
minate the demonstratives under paragraph
(1) if the Secretary determines that suffi-
cient low-emissions cement, concrete, and
asphalt produced through advanced produc-
tion are commercially available domesti-
cally at a price comparable to the price of
cement, concrete, and asphalt produced
through traditional methods of production.

‘‘(g) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Secretary of Commerce (acting
through the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology), the Ad-
ministrator of General Services, the Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, and appropriate representatives of
relevant standards development organiza-
tions, shall provide technical assistance to
eligible entities to carry out an activity de-
scribed in paragraph (2) to promote the com-
mercial application of technologies for the
production and use of low-emissions cement,
concrete, and asphalt.

‘“(2) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—AnN activity re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) is any of the fol-
lowing:

‘“(A) Efforts related to collecting data that
could be used in the updating of local codes,
specifications, and standards to engineering
performance-based standards.

‘“(B) A lifecycle assessment of the final
product.

‘(C) An environmental impact comparison
between different cements, concretes, and
asphalts.

‘(D) A techno-economic assessment.

‘“(E) An environmental permitting or other
regulatory process.

‘““(F) An evaluation or testing activity.

“(G) Any other activity that promotes the
commercial application of technologies de-
veloped through the program under sub-
section (b).

““(3) APPLICATIONS.—The Secretary shall
seek applications for technical assistance
under this subsection—

“(A) on a competitive basis; and

‘““(B) on a periodic basis, but not less fre-
quently than once every 12 months.

‘‘(4) REGIONAL CENTERS.—The Secretary
may designate or establish one or more re-
gional centers to provide technical assist-
ance to eligible entities to carry out the ac-
tivity described in paragraph (2)(A).

““(h) ADDITIONAL COORDINATION.—

‘(1) MANUFACTURING USA.—In carrying out
this section the Secretary shall consider—

““(A) leveraging the resources of relevant
existing Manufacturing USA Institutes de-
scribed in section 34(d) of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology Act (15
U.S.C. 278s(d));

‘(B) integrating program activities into a
relevant existing Manufacturing USA Insti-
tute; or

‘(C) awarding financial assistance, con-
sistent with section 34(e) of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology Act (15
U.S.C. 278s(e)), to a person or group of per-
sons to assist the person or group of persons
in planning, establishing, or supporting a
Manufacturing U.S.A. institute focused on
advanced production of low-emissions ce-
ment, concrete, and asphalt.

‘“(2) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—In carrying
out this section, the Secretary shall coordi-
nate with other Federal agencies, including
the Department of Defense, the Department
of Transportation, and the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology, that are
carrying out research and development ini-
tiatives to increase industrial competitive-
ness and achieve measurable greenhouse gas



September 23, 2024

or directly related copollutant emissions re-

ductions through the advanced production of

cement, concrete, and asphalt.

‘(i) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate
seven years after the date of the enactment
of this section.

“(j)) RESEARCH SECURITY.—The activities
authorized under this section shall be ap-
plied in a manner consistent with subtitle D
of title VI of the Research and Development,
Competition, and Innovation Act (enacted as
division B of Public Law 117-167 (42 U.S.C.
19231 et seq.)).

‘“‘(k) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to amend,
alter, or affect the authorities of the Sec-
retary to define, establish, or enforce new
environmental industry standards for, or re-
lated to, cement, concrete, or asphalt.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section
40522 the following new item:

‘“Sec. 40523. Advanced cement, concrete, and
asphalt production research
program.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LLUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 7685,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 7685, the In-
novative Mitigation Partnerships for
Asphalt and Concrete Technologies, or
the IMPACT Act.

Today, much of the world is reliant
on cement and concrete produced in
China, which has the world’s largest
cement industry. It should go without
saying that it is deeply troubling to be
at the whims of the Chinese Com-
munist Party when it comes to mate-
rials that are critical to our national
defense and economic security.

Besides that, this dependence comes
with severe negative environmental
impacts. China’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions exceed all of the developed na-
tions in the world combined. In fact,
U.S. industrial manufacturing is nearly
28 percent cleaner than our competi-
tors, including China.

If we want a cleaner, healthier envi-
ronment on top of global security, U.S.
leadership in this industry is an abso-
lute must. The IMPACT Act ensures
that leadership in the cement, con-
crete, and asphalt industry. It will in-
crease the competitiveness of the
United States while also achieving sig-
nificant reductions in emissions from
manufacturing processes.

Specifically, this bill supports the re-
search and development of innovative
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technologies, primarily at the Depart-
ment of Energy. It builds off of the
cross-cutting Industrial Emissions Re-
duction Technology Development Pro-
gram established by the Energy Act of
2020 and provides specific direction for
the development of advanced tools,
technologies, and methods related to
cement, concrete, and asphalt produc-
tion.

Concrete is the second most widely
used material in the world only behind
water. The demand isn’t going to de-
crease anytime soon, so it is essential
we direct the best scientific resources
of the Federal Government to help
manufacturers meet our environmental
goals without reducing the concrete
supply that keeps our economy grow-
ing.
The IMPACT Act positions our coun-
try to rise to that challenge and be-
come a resource for the entire globe.

I thank my Science Committee col-
leagues, Mr. MILLER and Mrs. FOUSHEE,
for cosponsoring this bill and working
in a bipartisan fashion. I urge all of my
colleagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time, Mr.
Speaker.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of the Innovative
Mitigation Partnerships for Asphalt
and Concrete Technologies Act, other-
wise known as the IMPACT Act.

Mr. Speaker, at the Science Com-
mittee, we look to address problems
beyond the conventional approaches,
and we take a broad, long-term per-
spective. For example, we look for
greenhouse gas emissions beyond the
smokestack and tailpipe in order to
have a holistic image of the climate
change challenge we face. The bill be-
fore us today seeks to address an often
overlooked contributor to carbon diox-
ide emissions.

Globally, cement facilities account
for 8 percent of anthropogenic carbon
dioxide emissions, which is about the
same amount as one-third of all power
plant emissions, really a stunning
source of this pollution. The projected
demand for cement is expected to in-
crease substantially. To address the
challenge, there is a need for Federal
investment in next-generation cement,
concrete, and asphalt emission reduc-
tion technologies.

The IMPACT Act establishes a dedi-
cated program and directs DOE to de-
velop tools, technologies, and methods
for the manufacture of low-emission
cement, concrete, and asphalt, using
both advanced and currently commer-
cially available production processes.

It also authorizes DOE to provide
technical assistance to eligible entities
in order to increase the efficiency of
current production processes, active
engagement that will help the industry
adapt and innovate.

Now, in order to carry out this ambi-
tious mission, the Secretary is directed
to focus on a range of key technology
areas, including carbon capture, re-
source efficiency, and high-perform-
ance computing.
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This is actually an exciting bill, and
it has potential to strengthen and en-
hance the competitiveness of American
manufacturing while at the same time
reducing a major greenhouse gas con-
tributor.

I thank Representative MILLER and
Representative FOUSHEE on their im-
pressive legislation. I hope that all of
us will support this bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

O 2000

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. MILLER) to
speak on his bill.

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in strong support of H.R. 7685, the
Innovative Mitigation Partnerships for
Asphalt and Concrete Technologies
Act, or more simply, the IMPACT Act.

I introduced this bill with my Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology colleague, Mrs. FOUSHEE, be-
cause we understand that the produc-
tion of cement, concrete, and asphalt
plays a fundamental role in supporting
United States infrastructure, national
defense, and economic security.

The cement and concrete industry
contributes over $100 billion to the
United States economy and employs
over 600,000 people. In Ohio alone, this
industry accounts for 18,000 cement and
concrete industry-related employees
with a payroll over $900 million.

It is no secret that the processes be-
hind these products are extremely dif-
ficult to decarbonize and that Amer-
ican cement and concrete manufactur-
ers must compete in a market that in-
creasingly values lower-carbon prod-
ucts.

The leading companies and associa-
tions of this industry have committed
to achieving net-zero carbon emissions
by 2050, and have made impressive
progress thus far, reducing its carbon
footprint by 21 percent since 2014, but
more progress can be made.

With projected demand for cement
expected to increase 12 percent by 2050,
utilizing the best scientific resources
of the Federal Government will help
manufacturers further reduce emis-
sions of the products essential to our
economy and civilization.

The IMPACT Act will support these
resources while strengthening and en-
hancing the competitiveness of Amer-
ican manufacturing through advanced
technologies that can be exported
around the globe.

We all want to see cement, concrete,
and asphalt production continue to rise
and help grow our country. That is
critical to our economic well-being. We
all want to see this growth go hand in
hand with environmental stewardship,
leaving our air and water just as pris-
tine for the next generation.

The IMPACT Act builds on previous
industrial decarbonization efforts by
focusing specifically on cement, con-
crete, and asphalt. It enables the indus-
try and the Department of Energy to
work collaboratively on fundamental



H5638

research that will enhance existing
production methods and unlock new in-
novative techniques. This will ensure
the world-class tools and technologies
at DOE are being used by the very tax-
payers who funded them.

It also enables DOE, in consultation
with other Federal agencies, to offer
technical assistance to entities seeking
to promote the commercial application
of low-emission cement, concrete, and
asphalt. This ensures that industry can
continue its cutting-edge research
unencumbered, but if they do hit a
roadblock, there are subject matter ex-
perts available to assist them.

This bill is the perfect example of
how the Federal Government can ad-
vance tangible environmental goals for
construction material production with-
out sacrificing material performance
or, more importantly, economic growth
that benefits every citizen.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague
from North Carolina (Mrs. FOUSHEE)
for cosponsoring this bill and working
in a bipartisan fashion to get it here
today, and I urge all of my colleagues
to support this bill.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we are fortunate that
Representative FOUSHEE is a Member of
this body and a member of the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. She is a new Member to Con-
gress, but she is an experienced legis-
lator, and I think that background al-
lows her to successfully craft complex
but practical and important legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Mrs. FOUSHEE).

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 7685, the bipar-
tisan Innovative Mitigation Partner-
ships for Asphalt and Concrete Tech-
nologies Act, or the IMPACT Act,
which will boost the competitiveness of
American manufacturing through inno-
vation and development of tech-
nologies to decarbonize and improve
the efficiency of cement, concrete, and
asphalt production.

The climate crisis is one of the most
pressing issues of our lifetime, and it is
critical that we continue to take sig-
nificant strides to reduce harmful
greenhouse gas emissions across all
sectors.

Globally, we know that concrete ac-
counts for 8 percent of all carbon emis-
sions, but we can reduce pollution in
the cement and concrete production
process right now by creating new in-
novation and manufacturing opportu-
nities here at home that can take the
place of aging processes based on fossil
fuels.

This bill marks a critical step for-
ward to innovate and decarbonize
America’s concrete and asphalt sec-
tors, and it will enable partnerships be-
tween industry, innovators, and the
U.S. Government to enhance existing
production methods, unlock new and
innovative techniques, and offer tech-
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nical assistance to entities seeking to
promote the application of low-emis-
sions cement, concrete, and asphalt.

The United States is leading the way
into the 21st century, where we know
that our Nation is poised to play a crit-
ical role in reducing industrial emis-
sions through modernizing our manu-
facturing processes and implementing
clean technology strategies.

This can be seen in my own district,
North Carolina’s Fourth, where local
startup Biomason is helping lead the
way in advancing low-carbon concrete
and asphalt production.

Just earlier this year, I was proud to
join the first-ever White House Con-
crete Innovation Summit, with
innovators, researchers, startups, in-
dustry, and leaders from across the
country, to further build consensus on
our path forward for a more sustain-
able future.

As we consider the future of Amer-
ican R&D, we must prioritize invest-
ments and advancement in materials,
science, and manufacturing by fos-
tering and building out an innovation
pipeline that creates good-paying,
clean American jobs and enhances our
competitiveness on the world stage,
and this bill does just that.

This bill will also help to achieve
measurable and meaningful greenhouse
gas emissions reductions, improve pub-
lic health, and modernize the current
manufacturing processes of sustainable
building materials that are essential
for our Nation’s infrastructure.

I am glad to join Representative MAX
MILLER in sponsoring the IMPACT Act,
which passed through the House Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology unanimously. I encourage my
colleagues to support this legislation,
which will prioritize innovation in
clean manufacturing and production to
improve public health and protect our
planet.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, we have
no further requests, so I am happy to
urge all Members to vote for the bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests, and I simply note this
is a good bill. Let’s vote for it. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WEBER of Texas). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 7685, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MATHEMATICAL AND STATIS-
TICAL MODELING EDUCATION
ACT

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1735) to coordinate Federal re-
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search and development efforts focused
on modernizing mathematics in STEM
education through mathematical and
statistical modeling, including data-
driven and computational thinking,
problem, project, and performance-
based learning and assessment, inter-
disciplinary exploration, and career
connections, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1735

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Mathe-
matical and Statistical Modeling Education
Act”.

SEC. 2. MATHEMATICAL AND STATISTICAL MOD-
ELING EDUCATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) The mathematics taught in schools, in-
cluding statistical problem solving and data
science, is not keeping pace with the rapidly
evolving needs of the public and private sec-
tor, resulting in a STEM skills shortage and
employers needing to expend resources to
train and upskill employees.

(2) According to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, the United States will need 1,000,000
additional STEM professionals than it is on
track to produce in the coming decade.

(3) The field of data science, which is rel-
evant in almost every workplace, relies on
the ability to work in teams and use com-
putational tools to do mathematical and sta-
tistical problem solving.

(4) Many STEM occupations offer higher
wages, more opportunities for advancement,
and a higher degree of job security than non-
STEM jobs.

(5) The STEM workforce relies on com-
putational and data-driven discovery, deci-
sion making, and predictions, from models
that often must quantify uncertainty, as in
weather predictions, spread of disease, or fi-
nancial forecasting.

(6) Most fields, including analytics,
science, economics, publishing, marketing,
actuarial science, operations research, engi-
neering, and medicine, require data savvy,
including the ability to select reliable
sources of data, identify and remove errors
in data, recognize and quantify uncertainty
in data, visualize and analyze data, and use
data to develop understanding or make pre-
dictions.

(7) Rapidly emerging fields, such as artifi-
cial intelligence, machine learning, quantum
computing and quantum information, all
rely on mathematical and statistical con-
cepts, which are critical to prove under what
circumstances an algorithm or experiment
will work and when it will fail.

(8) Military academies have a long tradi-
tion in teaching mathematical modeling and
would benefit from the ability to recruit stu-
dents with this expertise from their other
school experiences.

(9) Mathematical modeling has been a
strong educational priority globally, espe-
cially in China, where participation in
United States mathematical modeling chal-
lenges in high school and higher education is
orders of magnitude higher than in the
United States, and Chinese teams are taking
a majority of the prizes.

(10) Girls participate in mathematical
modeling challenges at all levels at similar
levels as boys, while in traditional mathe-
matical competitions girls participate less
and drop out at every stage. Students cite

finds the fol-
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opportunity for teamwork, using mathe-
matics and statistics in meaningful contexts,
ability to use computation, and emphasis on
communication as reasons for continued par-
ticipation in modeling challenges.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’” means
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion.

(2) FEDERAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral laboratory’” has the meaning given such
term in section 4 of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3703).

(3) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’
means the National Science Foundation.

(4) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given such term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).

(6) MATHEMATICAL MODELING.—The term
“mathematical modeling’ has the meaning
given the term in the 2019 Guidelines to As-
sessment and Instruction in Mathematical
Modeling Education (GAIMME) report, 2nd
edition.

(6) OPERATIONS RESEARCH.—The term ‘‘op-
erations research’” means the application of
scientific methods to the management and
administration of organized military, gov-
ernmental, commercial, and industrial proc-
esses to maximize operational efficiency.

(7) STATISTICAL MODELING.—The term ‘‘sta-
tistical modeling’’ has the meaning given
the term in the 2021 Guidelines to Assess-
ment and Instruction in Statistical Edu-
cation (GAISE II) report.

(8) STEM.—The term ‘“STEM’ means the
academic and professional disciplines of
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, including computer science.

(c) PREPARING EDUCATORS TO ENGAGE STU-
DENTS IN MATHEMATICAL AND STATISTICAL
MODELING.—The Director shall make awards
on a merit-reviewed, competitive basis to in-
stitutions of higher education, and nonprofit
organizations (or a consortium thereof) for
research and development to advance inno-
vative approaches to support and sustain
high-quality mathematical modeling edu-
cation in schools that are private, faith-
based, or homeschools, or operated by local
educational agencies, including statistical
modeling, data science, operations research,
and computational thinking. The Director
shall encourage applicants to form partner-
ships to address critical transitions, such as
middle school to high school, high school to
college, and school to internships and jobs.

(d) APPLICATION.—An entity seeking an
award under subsection (c¢) shall submit an
application at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Di-
rector may require. The application shall in-
clude the following:

(1) A description of the target population
to be served by the research activity for
which such an award is sought, including
student subgroups described in section
1111(b)(2)(B)(xi) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6311(b)(2)(B)(xi)), and students experiencing
homelessness and children and youth in fos-
ter care.

(2) A description of the process for recruit-
ment and selection of students, educators, or
local educational agencies to participate in
such research activity.

(3) A description of how such research ac-
tivity may inform efforts to promote the en-
gagement and achievement of students, in-
cluding students from groups historically
underrepresented in STEM, in prekinder-
garten through grade 12 in mathematical
modeling and statistical modeling using
problem-based learning with contextualized
data and computational tools.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(4) In the case of a proposal consisting of a
partnership or partnerships with 1 or more
local educational agencies and 1 or more re-
searchers, a plan for establishing a sustained
partnership that is jointly developed and
managed, draws from the capacities of each
partner, and is mutually beneficial.

(e) PARTNERSHIPS.—In making awards
under subsection (c), the Director shall en-
courage applications that include—

(1) partnership with a nonprofit organiza-
tion or an institution of higher education
that has extensive experience and expertise
in increasing the participation of students in
prekindergarten through grade 12 in mathe-
matical modeling and statistical modeling;

(2) partnership with a local educational
agency, a consortium of local educational
agencies, or Tribal educational agencies;

(3) an assurance from school leaders to
making reforms and activities proposed by
the applicant a priority;

(4) ways to address critical transitions,
such as middle school to high school, high
school to college, and school to internships
and jobs;

(6) input from education researchers and
cognitive scientists, as well as practitioners
in research and industry, so that what is
being taught is up-to-date in terms of con-
tent and pedagogy;

(6) a communications strategy for early
conversations with parents, school leaders,
school boards, community members, employ-
ers, and other stakeholders; and

(7) resources for parents, school leaders,
school boards, community members, and
other stakeholders to build skills in mod-
eling and analytics.

(f) USE OF FUNDS.—An entity that receives
an award under this section shall use the
award for research and development activi-
ties to advance innovative approaches to
support and sustain high-quality mathe-
matical modeling education in public
schools, private schools (including faith-
based schools), or homeschools, including
statistical modeling, data science, oper-
ations research, and computational think-
ing, which may include—

(1) engaging prekindergarten through
grade 12 educators in professional learning
opportunities to enhance mathematical mod-
eling and statistical problem solving knowl-
edge, and developing training and best prac-
tices to provide more interdisciplinary learn-
ing opportunities;

(2) conducting research on curricula and
teaching practices that empower students to
choose the mathematical, statistical, com-
putational, and technological tools that they
will apply to a problem, as is required in life
and the workplace, rather than prescribing a
particular approach or method;

(3) providing students with opportunities
to explore and analyze real data sets from
contexts that are meaningful to the stu-
dents, which may include—

(A) missing or incorrect values;

(B) quantities of data that require choice
and use of appropriate technology;

(C) multiple data sets that require choices
about which data are relevant to the current
problem; and

(D) data of various types including quan-
tities, words, and images;

(4) taking a school or district-wide ap-
proach to professional development in math-
ematical modeling and statistical modeling;

(5) engaging rural local agencies;

(6) supporting research on effective mathe-
matical modeling and statistical modeling
teaching practices, including problem- and
project-based learning, universal design for
accessibility, and rubrics and mastery-based
grading practices to assess student perform-
ance;
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(7) designing and developing pre-service
and in-service training resources to assist
educators in adopting transdisciplinary
teaching practices within mathematics and
statistics courses;

(8) coordinating with local partners to
adapt mathematics and statistics teaching
practices to leverage local natural, business,
industry, and community assets in order to
support community-based learning;

(9) providing hands-on training and re-
search opportunities for mathematics and
statistics educators at Federal laboratories,
institutions of higher education, or in indus-
try;

(10) developing mechanisms for partner-
ships between educators and employers to
help educators and students make connec-
tions between their mathematics and statis-
tics projects and topics of relevance in to-
day’s world;

(11) designing and implementing profes-
sional development courses and experiences,
including mentoring for educators, that com-
bine face-to-face and online experiences;

(12) reduce gaps in access to learning op-
portunities for students from groups histori-
cally underrepresented in STEM;

(13) provide support and resources for stu-
dents from groups historically underrep-
resented in STEM;

(14) addressing critical transitions, such as
middle school to high school, high school to
college, and school to internships and jobs;

(15) researching effective approaches for
engaging students from groups historically
underrepresented in STEM; and

(16) any other activity the Director deter-
mines will accomplish the goals of this sec-
tion.

(g) EVALUATIONS.—AII proposals for awards
under this section shall include an evalua-
tion plan that includes the use of outcome
oriented measures to assess the impact and
efficacy of the award. Each recipient of an
award under this section shall include re-
sults from these evaluative activities in an-
nual and final project reports.

(h) ACCOUNTABILITY AND DISSEMINATION.—

(1) EVALUATION REQUIRED.—The Director
shall evaluate the portfolio of awards made
under this section. Such evaluation shall—

(A) use a common set of benchmarks and
tools to assess the results of research con-
ducted under such awards and identify best
practices; and

(B) to the extent practicable, integrate the
findings of research resulting from the ac-
tivities funded through such awards with the
findings of other research on student’s pur-
suit of degrees or careers in STEM.

(2) REPORT ON EVALUATIONS.—Not later
than 180 days after the completion of the
evaluation under paragraph (1), the Director
shall submit to Congress and make widely
available to the public a report that in-
cludes—

(A) the results of the evaluation; and

(B) any recommendations for administra-
tive and legislative action that could opti-
mize the effectiveness of the awards made
under this section.

(i) FUNDING.—$10,000,000 for each of the fis-
cal years 2025 through 2029 is authorized to
be used by the Directorate for STEM Edu-
cation of the National Science Foundation to
carry out this section.

SEC. 3. NASEM REPORT ON MATHEMATICAL AND
STATISTICAL MODELING EDU-
CATION IN PREKINDERGARTEN
THROUGH 12TH GRADE.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director shall seek to enter into an agree-
ment with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine (in this
section referred to as “NASEM”) (or if
NASEM declines to enter into such an agree-
ment, another appropriate entity) under
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which NASEM, or such other appropriate en-
tity, agrees to conduct a study on the fol-
lowing:

(1) Factors that enhance or barriers to the
implementation of mathematical modeling
and statistical modeling in elementary and
secondary education, including opportunities
for and barriers to use modeling to integrate
mathematical and statistical ideas across
the curriculum, including the following:

(A) Pathways in mathematical modeling
and statistical problem solving from kinder-
garten to the workplace so that students are
able to identify opportunities to use their
school mathematics and statistics in a vari-
ety of jobs and life situations and so that
employers can benefit from students’ school
learning of data science, computational
thinking, mathematics, statistics, and re-
lated subjects.

(B) The role of community-based problems,
service-based learning. and internships for
connecting students with career preparatory
experiences.

(C) Best practices in problem-, project-,
performance-based learning and assessment.

(2) Characteristics of teacher education
programs that successfully prepare teachers
to engage students in mathematical mod-
eling and statistical modeling, as well as
gaps and suggestions for building capacity in
the pre-service and in-service teacher work-
force.

(3) Mechanisms for communication with
stakeholders, including parents, administra-
tors, and the public, to promote under-
standing and knowledge of the value of
mathematical modeling and statistical mod-
eling in education.

(b) PUBLIC STAKEHOLDER MEETING.—In the
course of completing the study described in
subsection (a), NASEM or such other appro-
priate entity shall hold not less than one
public meeting to obtain stakeholder input
on the topics of such study.

(c) REPORT.—The agreement under sub-
section (a) shall require NASEM, or such
other appropriate entity, not later than 24
months after the effective date of such
agreement, to submit to the Secretary of
Education and the appropriate committees
of jurisdiction of Congress a report con-
taining—

(1) the results of the study conducted
under subsection (a);

(2) recommendations to modernize the
processes described in subsection (a)(1); and

(3) recommendations for such legislative
and administrative action as NASEM, or
such other appropriate entity, determines
appropriate.

(d) FuNDING.—From amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available for the Direc-
torate for STEM Education of the National
Science Foundation, the Director shall allo-
cate up to $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 to
carry out this section.

SEC. 4. LIMITATIONS.

(a) LIMITATION ON FUNDING.—Amounts
made available to carry out sections 2 and 3
shall be derived from amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available to the National
Science Foundation.

(b) SUNSET.—The authority to provide
awards under this Act shall expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2028.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may
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have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1735,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support
H.R. 1735, the Mathematical and Sta-
tistical Modeling Education Act, spon-
sored by my colleagues Representa-
tives HOULAHAN and BAIRD.

Anyone who pays attention to the
economy knows the importance of
STEM education. The Bureau of Labor
Statistics predicts that our need for
STEM jobs will increase by nearly 11
percent by 2032.

To fill those jobs and ensure that we
have a highly productive workforce, we
need to focus on STEM education in
our schools. We need to be sure that we
are providing a useful STEM education.

We know that many STEM jobs re-
quire data-driven decisionmaking, but
we are not providing a grounding in
that skill in our schools. To this end,
H.R. 1735 modernizes our mathematics
curriculum by providing competitive
grants to support education in mathe-
matical and statistical modeling.

As someone trained in agricultural
economics, I understand the value of
conducting mathematical and statis-
tical analysis. A solid grounding in
these fields helps us predict crop
yields, identify the effects of tempera-
tures and water levels, and model com-
modity markets. Those are just exam-
ples from a single industry.

The skills are crucial to a wide vari-
ety of professions and help inform com-
putational and data-driven thinking.
Statistical analysis underpins every-
thing, from developing artificial intel-
ligence to improving advanced manu-
facturing.

This bill would allow us to better
teach these critical skills through R&D
into new curricula and teaching meth-
ods. It would also direct the National
Academies to conduct a study that will
identify best practices for mathe-
matical and statistical modeling edu-
cation.

I thank Representatives HOULAHAN
and BAIRD for their work on this issue
over the past several years. This is
smart legislation that supports our
students and our economy.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass it today, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is an important
one, the Mathematical and Statistical
Modeling Education Act, represented
by two really impressive Members of
Congress, Ms. HOULAHAN and Dr. BAIRD.

This bill would direct the National
Science Foundation to invest in K-12
education research and development,
with a focus on mathematical mod-
eling.
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This bill would help modernize STEM
education by supporting the creation of
advanced curricula that cover mathe-
matical and statistical modeling, in-
cluding computational and data-driven
thinking.

This is the kind of education our stu-
dents deserve and what they need for
today’s society and its technological
and data-driven demands.

Members and staff have worked real-
ly hard to accommodate many desired
changes to this bill, and I believe it is
in a state now that should satisfy just
about everyone. It has support from
the premier educational, statistical,
and mathematical organizations in the
United States. The Senate companion
bill is in a similar good place. It is
time for this bill to become law.

This is an important bill that will
better prepare our students for careers
in STEM, and I hope all of us will join
together and support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BAIRD) to
speak on his bill.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman HOULAHAN for her dedi-
cation to improving STEM education
and for being a great partner to work
with on advancing this bill.

Mr. Speaker, the Mathematical and
Statistical Modeling Education Act
provides a much-needed solution to im-
proving the quality of STEM education
in America. This bill would advance
mathematical instruction in our class-
rooms by incorporating modern tools
and context, with data and computa-
tional studies.

Mathematical modeling is taught
today, but on a limited basis. Even so,
mathematical modeling is the founda-
tion for the important work of our Na-
tion when it comes to research, devel-
opment, and, ultimately, technological
innovation.

While the bill directs the National
Science Foundation to grant awards to
our institutions of higher education,
the bill does not award any new fund-
ing. We must work with the resources
we already have.

As an animal scientist, I understand
the life-changing effects proper mathe-
matical modeling can have on our live-
stock, our food, and, ultimately, our
Nation’s well-being.

That is why I am proud to co-lead
this bipartisan legislation to ensure
that the United States continues to
dominate in STEM education, and I en-
courage all of my colleagues to vote
“‘yes’’ for this bill.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am so pleased to serve
in the Congress with Congresswoman
HOULAHAN, who has such a spectacular
background in science. She is an engi-
neer, former business executive, former
teacher, former nonprofit executive,
and an Air Force vet. She has it all.
Working with Dr. BAIRD, she put to-
gether this bill that is so important.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. HOULAHAN).

O 2015

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Ranking Member LOFGREN for
yielding me the time to speak on be-
half of my bill, H.R. 1735, and I thank
so much my colleague, Representative
BAIRD, for his tireless efforts to help us
get this across the finish line.

It is past time that America’s K-12
students enter the 21st century, and
this Mathematical and Statistical
Modeling Education Act is a bipartisan
bill that will help with that and will di-
rect $10 million in funding, impor-
tantly, funding that is already appro-
priated to the National Science Foun-
dation, toward grant programs, and it
will support the modernization of
mathematical and statistical modeling
education across this fine Nation.

As someone who is educated as a sys-
tems engineer, with both under-
graduate and graduate degrees, which
focused on things like operations re-
search and linear programming and
statistical modeling, I have had the
privilege of using all of these kinds of
maths all during my career and life.

Also, as a former high school chem-
istry teacher, I saw firsthand that
many of my students struggled because
they lacked the basic foundations in
math that are necessary to succeed in
the sciences, and frankly, to succeed in
our economy.

These math skills form the basis of
all the STEM disciplines, and impor-
tantly, they also form the basis of crit-
ical thinking and problem-solving as
well. Without them, students struggle
to keep up, let alone to get ahead not
just in math and science but ulti-
mately in our competitive workplace
and world.

The National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress, which is colloquially
known as the Nation’s report card, has
shown that this is a national challenge.
The most recent assessment registered
the very largest declines in math
scores since we first started assessing
them in 1990. The scores of our average
fourth graders were down five points.
Worse, the average score of our eighth
graders recorded an eight-point lower
assessment than the last time.

As our students are continuing to re-
cover from the pandemic, now particu-
larly is a very good time to focus on a
renewed and modified investment in
math and STEM education and skills.

If our students can’t get ahead in
school, how will they get ahead in the
STEM workforce as engineers, as
chemists, as nurses, as doctors, and so
much more?

As importantly, how will those who
do not pursue STEM fields succeed
where these same Kinds of skills are
very, very useful in things such as the
trades and manufacturing or any other
job in industry?

Thankfully, schools across the coun-
try are already developing new tools
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and curricula to better connect stu-
dents and help them learn these chal-
lenging topics.

It is crucial though that the Federal
Government deliver its financial sup-
port to schools that are already leading
this effort and that want to in the fu-
ture.

My colleagues also supported an
amendment to the bill ensuring that
this funding is broadly available, so
students can benefit from it no matter
what kind of school they go to. Their
adjustment made sure that schools
which are private, faith-based, or
homeschools also have access to this
funding.

I also want to highlight that this
funding is all drawn from funds that
are already appropriated to the Na-
tional Science Foundation. This legis-
lation does not represent any new fund-
ing authorizations or authorities. It is
simply ensuring that the NSF is able
to spend the money it already receives
to bolster innovation in this very im-
portant area.

This bill will go a long way towards
providing our very youngest people
with the skills that they need to suc-
ceed in today’s marketplace. It passed
with a strong bipartisan majority in
the 117th Congress and was passed
unanimously out of the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology last
year in this Congress as well.

I once again thank my Republican
colleague, Mr. BAIRD, for his work on
this legislation. I also extend my deep
appreciation to the SST staff and com-
mittee who have helped to shepherd
this legislation through today.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this very commonsense, bipar-
tisan measure.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional requests for time. I would
just like to once again thank Congress-
woman HOULAHAN, Dr. Baird, and I also
thank the chairman. We have had a
great run here in the Science Com-
mittee this evening with these terrific
bills, which I urge all Members to sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
additional speakers, and I yield myself
the balance of my time.

I encourage my colleagues to vote for
this awesome bill worked on in a very
productive fashion by our colleagues.

I would note, Mr. Speaker, we have
had a very productive session in the
118th Congress. I thought under the
previous committee leadership the two
previous sessions it would be hard to
beat, but we have accomplished a lot,
and we have laid the groundwork for
whatever remains of the 118th to tie up
a whole bunch of loose ends. That is a
testament to the gentlewoman and her
staff, and I think to my staff and my
colleagues on my side of the room.

The issues we work on, as the gentle-
woman and I have discussed many
times, are not just today and tomor-
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row. It is 50 years, it is 150 years, it is
500 years from now, the net effect.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LucAs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1735, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE PO-
TENTIAL TRANSFER OF THE
WEITZMAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY
TO THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITU-
TION ACT

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7764) to establish a commission to
study the potential transfer of the
Weitzman National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History to the Smithso-
nian Institution, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7764

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Commission to
Study the Potential Transfer of the Weitzman
National Museum of American Jewish History to
the Smithsonian Institution Act’.

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the
Commission to Study the Potential Transfer of
the Weitzman National Museum of American
Jewish History to the Smithsonian Institution
(hereafter in this Act referred to as the ‘“‘Com-
mission’’).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall be
composed of 8§ members, of whom—

(1) 2 voting members shall be appointed by the
magjority leader of the Senate;

(2) 2 voting members shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(3) 2 voting members shall be appointed by the
minority leader of the Senate; and

(4) 2 voting members shall be appointed by the
minority leader of the House of Representatives.

(c) QUALIFICATION.—Members of the Commis-
sion shall be appointed to the Commission from
among individuals, or representatives of institu-
tions or entities, who possess—

(1)(A) a demonstrated commitment to the re-
search, study, or promotion of Jewish American
history, art, political or economic status, or cul-
ture; and

(B)(i) expertise in museum administration;

(ii) expertise in fund-raising for monprofit or
cultural institutions;

(iii) experience in the study and teaching of
Jewish American history;

(iv) experience in the study and teaching of
combating and countering antisemitism;

(v) experience in studying the issue of the rep-
resentation of Jewish Americans in art, life, his-
tory, and culture at the Smithsonian Institu-
tion; or

(vi) extensive experience in public or elected
service;

(2) experience in the administration of, or the
strategic planning for, museums; or
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(3) experience in the planning or design of
museum facilities.

(d) DEADLINE FOR INITIAL APPOINTMENT.—
The initial members of the Commission shall be
appointed not later than the date that is 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(e) VACANCIES.—A wvacancy in the Commis-
sion—

(1) shall not affect the powers of the Commis-
sion; and

(2) shall be filled in the same manner as the
original appointment was made.

(f) CHAIRPERSON.—The Commission shall, by
magority vote of all of the voting members, select
1 member of the Commission to serve as the
Chairperson of the Commission.

(9) PROHIBITION.—No employee of the Federal
Government may serve as a member of the Com-
mission.

SEC. 3. DUTIES OF COMMISSION.

(a) REPORTS AND OTHER DELIVERABLES.—Not
later than 2 years after the date of the first
meeting of the Commission, the Commission
shall submit to the President and to Congress
the report, plan, and recommendations described
in paragraphs (1) through (3).

(1) REPORT ON ISSUES.—A report that address-
es the following issues relating to the Weitzman
National Museum of American Jewish History in
Philadelphia, PA, and its environs (hereafter in
this Act referred to as the “‘Museum’):

(A) The collections held by the Museum at the
time of the report, the extent to which such col-
lections are already represented in the Smithso-
nian Institution and Federal memorials at the
time of the report, and the availability and cost
of future collections to be acquired and housed
in the Museum.

(B) The impact of the Museum on educational
and governmental efforts to study and counter
antisemitism.

(C) The financial assets and liabilities held by
the Museum, and the cost of operating and
maintaining the Museum.

(D) The governance and organizational struc-
ture from which the Museum should operate if
transferred to the Smithsonian Institution.

(E) The financial and legal considerations as-
sociated with the potential transfer of the Mu-
seum to the Smithsonian Institution, includ-
ing—

(i) any donor or legal restrictions on the Mu-
seum’s collections, endowments, and real estate;

(ii) costs associated with actions that will be
necessary to resolve the status of employees of
the Museum, if the Museum is transferred to the
Smithsonian Institution; and

(iii) all additional costs for the Smithsonian
Institution that would be associated with oper-
ating and maintaining a new museum outside of
the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.

(F) The feasibility of the Museum becoming
part of the Smithsonian Institution, taking into
account the Museum’s potential impact on the
Smithsonian’s existing facilities maintenance
backlog, collections storage needs, and identi-
fied construction or renovation costs for new or
eristing museums.

(2) FUND-RAISING PLAN.—A fund-raising plan
that addresses the following topics:

(A) The ability to support the transfer, oper-
ation, and maintenance of the Museum through
contributions from the public, including poten-
tial charges for admission.

(B) Any potential issues with funding the op-
erations and maintenance of the Museum in
perpetuity without reliance on appropriations of
Federal funds.

(3) LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS.—A report
containing recommendations regarding a legisia-
tive plan for transferring the Museum to the
Smithsonian Institution, which shall include
each of the following:

(4) Proposals regarding the time frame, one-
time appropriations level, and continuing ap-
propriations levels that might be included in
such legislation.
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(B) Recommendations for the future name of
the Museum if it is transferred to the Smithso-
nian Institution.

(b) NATIONAL CONFERENCE.—Not later than 2
years after the date on which the initial mem-
bers of the Commission are appointed under sec-
tion 2, the Commission may, in carrying out the
duties of the Commission under this section,
convene a national conference relating to the
Museum, to be comprised of individuals com-
mitted to the advancement of the life, art, his-
tory, and culture of Jewish Americans.

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Commis-
sion—

(A) shall not be considered to be a Federal em-
ployee for any purpose by reason of service on
the Commission; and

(B) shall serve without pay.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the Com-
mission shall be allowed a per diem allowance
for travel expenses, at rates consistent with
those authorized under subchapter I of chapter
57 of title 5, United States Code.

(3) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.—The Com-
mission may solicit, accept, use, and dispose of
gifts, bequests, or devises of money, services, or
real or personal property for the purpose of aid-
ing or facilitating the work of the Commission.
Such gifts, bequests, or devises may be from the
Museum.

(b) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall ter-
minate on the date that is 30 days after the date
on which the final versions of the report, plan,
and recommendations required under section 3
are submitted.

(c) FUNDING.—The Commission shall be solely
responsible for acceptance of contributions for,
and payment of the expenses of, the Commis-
sion.

(d) DIRECTOR AND STAFF OF COMMISSION.—

(1) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may em-
ploy and compensate an erecutive director and
any other additional personnel that are nec-
essary to enable the Commission to perform the
duties of the Commission.

(B) RATES OF PAY.—Rates of pay for persons
employed under subparagraph (4) shall be con-
sistent with the rates of pay allowed for employ-
ees of a temporary organization under section
3161 of title 5, United States Code.

(2) NOT FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.—Any indi-
vidual employed under this subsection shall not
be considered a Federal employee for the pur-
pose of any law governing Federal employment.

(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), on request of the Commission, the head of
a Federal agency shall provide technical assist-
ance to the Commission.

(B) PROHIBITION.—No Federal employees may
be detailed to the Commission.

(4) VOLUNTEER SERVICES.—Notwithstanding
section 1342 of title 31, United States Code, the
Commission may accept and use voluntary and
uncompensated services as the Commission de-
termines necessary.

(e) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.—
Upon request of the Commission, the Adminis-
trator of the General Services Administration
shall provide to the Commission, on a reimburs-
able basis, the administrative support services
necessary for the Commission to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under this Act. The involvement of
the General Services Administration shall be
limited to providing administrative support to
the Commission, and such involvement shall ter-
minate upon termination of the Commission.

(f) MEETING LOCATION.—The Commission may
meet virtually or in-person.

(9) APPOINTMENT DELAYS.—The Commission
may begin to meet and carry out activities under
this Act before all members of the Commission
have been appointed if—

(1) 90 days have passed since the date of the
enactment of this Act; and
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(2) a majority of the members of the Commis-
sion have been appointed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and submit extra-
neous material on bill H.R. 7746.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, pervasive
anti-Israel bias has infected our coun-
try. Anti-Semitism is on the rise and
threatens the safety of all communities
and institutions.

Let me be clear. Anti-Semitism has
no place in America.

Israel is in a fight for its very exist-
ence from the terrorist threat of
Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran. I strongly
support our ally Israel and our Jewish
friends.

In the Middle East, our friends in
Israel need our support. The Anti-Defa-
mation League has cited nearly 8,900
anti-Semitic incidents in the United
States that occurred last year.

Now more than ever, we must ensure
that as many Americans as possible are
informed about the many contributions
of Jewish Americans and their history.

Today, the House must pass H.R.
7764, the commission to study the po-
tential transfer of the Weitzman Na-
tional Museum of American Jewish
History to the Smithsonian Institu-
tion.

The legislation creates a commission
to study the transferring of the
Weitzman National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History to the Smithso-
nian Institution.

This legislation establishes logistical
details to make this transfer a reality,
including a fundraising plan. The bill
could not be more important than
right now.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of H.R. 7764, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 7764, as amended. I
thank the distinguished gentleman
from Wisconsin, my friend, the chair-
man of the Committee on House Ad-
ministration, Mr. STEIL, for his great
work and the work of the staff.

This bipartisan bill will establish a
commission to study the potential
transfer of Philadelphia’s Weitzman
National Museum of American Jewish
History to the Smithsonian Institu-
tion.

Since 1654, when Jews first sought
refuge from persecution in the New
World, Jewish Americans have contrib-
uted to our Nation in countless ways.
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They have served at the highest lev-
els of government, won Nobel Prizes,
created enduring works of art and lit-
erature, and stood at the forefront of
nearly every struggle for civil rights
and equality in this country.

That legacy extends to my own dis-
trict in Rochester, New York, where
Jewish Americans have been a vital
part of our community since before the
Civil War.

In the mid-19th century, they built
our first synagogue. When the financial
crisis of 1857 threatened to devastate
Rochester’s economy, the Jewish-
American garment industry employed
scores of residents and helped keep our
city afloat.

Today, from the towns of Brighton
and Pittsford to Irondequoit and the
city of Rochester, Jewish Americans
remain an irreplaceable part of our
daily lives.

It pains me to see that anti-Semitism
in the United States has surged to
what the FBI Director has described as
“historic levels.”

This hatred has been fueled by the
villainization of Jewish Americans
after the October 7 terrorist attacks, as
well as the alarming growth of racism,
extremism, and white supremacy
across the Nation.

One of the most troubling aspects of
this trend is the rise of anti-Semitism
among younger generations. For the
first time since the Anti-Defamation
League began its comprehensive study
on anti-Semitism in 1964, these atti-
tudes are now more prevalent among
younger people than among older gen-
erations.

The ADL also found that 73 percent
of Jewish college students have experi-
enced or witnessed anti-Semitism since
the beginning of the 2023-2024 school
year and that the number of students
who feel comfortable with others
knowing that they are Jewish has near-
ly been cut in half since the October 7
attack.

We must do more to show the invalu-
able role Jewish Americans have
played in our national story and to in-
oculate people, some of whom are prob-
ably well-intentioned, against anti-Se-
mitic stereotypes and online con-
spiracy theories.

For these reasons and more, now is
the time for the Smithsonian to ex-
plore adding an American Jewish his-
tory museum to its roster.

As the Nation’s preeminent institu-
tion dedicated to American Jewish his-
tory, the Weitzman National Museum
should be seriously considered as a
turnkey, cost-effective option.

An exhibit at the Weitzman National
Museum showcases a 1790 letter from
President George Washington to a
Rhode Island synagogue in which he
became the first leader of a modern na-
tion to recognize Jews as full citizens.

We still have work to do to fully
honor the spirit of President Washing-
ton’s words.

I can think of few better ways to
make progress than by bringing the
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Weitzman National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History under the Smith-
sonian umbrella.

This bill is an important first step,
and I urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), the
author of this bill.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the ranking member
for yielding and for his strong support
of this legislation and his poignant and
important words. I thank him for tak-
ing the time to go into some detail
about the experience of his own Jewish
community in his Congressional Dis-
trict.

I rise in strong support of my bipar-
tisan bill, H.R. 7764, to establish a com-
mission to study the potential transfer
of the Weitzman National Museum of
American Jewish History to the Smith-
sonian Institution.

I also thank Representatives TURNER,
BOYLE, and MAX MILLER for joining me
in leading this bill, and of course, I
thank Chairman STEIL and the ranking
member for prioritizing it and getting
it through unanimously in the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

Last year, ADL tracked a 140-percent
increase in anti-Semitic incidents from
the previous year resulting in a record
high since ADL began tracking these
instances of hate almost 50 years ago.

According to the American Jewish
Committee, nearly two-thirds of Amer-
ican Jews feel less secure in the U.S.
than they did a year ago.

To combat the rising hate, President
Biden and Vice President HARRIS devel-
oped our country’s first ever National
Strategy to Counter Anti-Semitism.
The strategy notes that we cannot ad-
dress the root causes of anti-Semitism
without awareness and education.

O 2030

With anti-Semitism skyrocketing,
acknowledging the past and acting to
build a better tomorrow is more crit-
ical than ever.

It will take a whole-of-society effort
to do this, and folding the Weitzman
National Museum of Jewish History
into the Smithsonian is one step to-
ward that goal.

We must uplift Jewish stories and
raise awareness of the contributions of
Jewish Americans throughout our Na-
tion’s history, which the Weitzman
does every day.

Taking this critical step to welcome
the Weitzman Museum into the larger
Smithsonian family would help us
share those achievements with the
American people from all over the
country as its mission is to educate
visitors and online audiences about
who Jews are and how they contributed
to our country.

The museum develops critical in-per-
son and online educational program-
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ming, provides professional develop-
ment for educators, and produces
award-winning special and traveling
exhibits.

However, its ability to reach a na-
tional audience is limited, which is
why the best way to amplify its re-
sources is to incorporate it into the
Smithsonian Institution.

This powerful institutional integra-
tion signals a strong commitment to
address the dramatic rise in anti-Semi-
tism. It does that by helping amplify
the myriad ways Jewish Americans en-
rich our Nation.

We need all Americans alike to learn
about all the remarkable Jews who
served in our government and the mili-
tary or who won Nobel Prizes, led uni-
versities, and made lifesaving medical
discoveries our Nation counts on.

The Jewish community’s commit-
ment to tikkun olam, a commitment
to repair the world, is clear across so
many generations of Americans.

Bringing the Weitzman Museum of
American Jewish History into the
Smithsonian alongside the African
American, Native American, and other
pending cultural museums is fitting
and essential.

We must shine a light on it to sup-
port Jewish Americans and respond to
skyrocketing hate.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
again, for their support, and I urge all
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on this
legislation.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, I am prepared to
close, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. MANNING).

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend, the ranking member
from New York (Mr. MORELLE).

I rise today in strong support of H.R.
7764, and I recognize my dear friend,
Representative WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
for her leadership on this effort.

Mr. Speaker, the National Museum of
American Jewish History tells the
story of American Jews and their myr-
iad contributions to every facet of
American life, from science and medi-
cine to education and technology to
music, theater, philanthropy, civil
rights, and the pursuit of justice.

Jewish citizens were critical to build-
ing the textile industry in my home-
town of Greensboro, North Carolina,
and have contributed to so many other
facets of our life from civil rights, the
arts, healthcare and so much more.

American Jews have worked hard to
build our great country. Their story is
the American story. Today we face a
frightening rise in anti-Semitism. The
FBI’s 2023 hate crime statistics showed
that Jews are the victims of 68 percent
of religiously motivated hate crimes,
despite being just 2 percent of the pop-
ulation.

History has taught us that when ha-
tred against Jews is allowed to fester,
it frequently grows to threaten other
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minority groups and undermines the
foundations of our democracy.

In the fight against hate and intoler-
ance, education is one of the best tools
we have. That is why the first-ever
U.S. national strategy to counter anti-
Semitism emphasizes the importance
of broadening appreciation of Jewish-
American heritage.

The Weitzman Museum does just
that. It showcases important artifacts
and stories from the first arrival of
Jews to the Colonies in 1654, all the
way to the present day.

Transferring this museum to the
Smithsonian umbrella is the right and
fitting thing to do. That is why 36 Jew-
ish groups, including the ADL, AJC,
and Jewish Federations of North Amer-
ica, support this bill.

This bill marks the first step toward
achieving national level commitment
to increasing awareness, under-
standing, and education about Amer-
ican-Jewish history.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I encourage all my colleagues to join
me in doing the same.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I am
grateful for all the eloquent comments
made by all the Members who spoke on
the bill. This is vitally important, and
I think it bears repeating that having
opportunities for people to understand,
to learn about the past, and to give us
greater understanding is going to lead
us to a better country and a better
world.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful, again, to
the chair of the committee and the
sponsors for their work, I look forward
to not only supporting the bill but urg-
ing my colleagues to do the same, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I
thank my colleague, the ranking mem-
ber, for his work on the bill, as well as
the sponsors of this legislation.

This is an opportunity for us to come
together to address the rise that we
have seen in anti-Semitism and to
stand with the Jewish people in this
particular period of time of peril that
we see in the country of Israel.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleagues, Rep. WASSERMAN-
SCHULTZ, Rep. MILLER, and Rep. BOYLE
for their leadership on this bill.

H.R. 7764 authorizes a commission to
study the potential transfer of the
Weitzman Museum of American Jewish
history to the Smithsonian Institution.
Just last week, the House Committee
on Administration unanimously passed
this legislation out of their committee.

The Weitzman National Museum of
American Jewish History in Philadel-
phia serves as a powerful reminder of
the contributions that Jewish Ameri-
cans have made to the fabric of the
United States.

The Weitzman Museum was estab-
lished in 1976 as the only museum in
the Nation dedicated exclusively to ex-
ploring and interpreting the American
Jewish experience.
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This bill is the first step in bringing
the Weitzman into the Smithsonian In-
stitution, the world’s largest museum,
education, and research complex.

By bringing this museum and its col-
lections into the Smithsonian, Con-
gress will ensure that the story of Jew-
ish Americans is shared with the
widest possible audience.

I am proud to be one of the lead
Members on this bill, and I urge my
colleagues to pass this legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
STEIL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7764, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

CELEBRATING THREE GREAT
CENTRAL VALLEY UNIVERSITIES

(Mr. DUARTE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUARTE. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to celebrate three great Central
Valley universities: UC Merced, Fresno
State University, and Stanislaus State
University, that The Wall Street Jour-
nal ranked three out of the top four
colleges in America for helping stu-
dents climb the socioeconomic ladder.

These universities embody the Amer-
ican Dream. They empower first-gen-
eration Americans to work hard, get
good jobs, and improve their lives.

UC-Merced tops the rankings for so-
cial mobility and its commitment to
transforming lives. The same values
are echoed up and down the valley by
Cal State-Stanislaus at number two
and Cal State-Fresno at number four.

These schools do more than provide a
good education at a reasonable price.
They open the door to the American
Dream. Going to these valley schools is
more than an education. It is an oppor-
tunity for valley Kkids to dream big,
work hard, and build a better life for
themselves and their families.

Mr. Speaker, sending a student to
one of these schools is a dream for so
many families in the valley because
they change lives. Today, on the House
floor, we honor their impact, their
dedication, and their relentless pursuit
of excellence. I congratulate these uni-
versities.

HONORING THE LIFE OF BILL
BAXTER

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the life of my good friend, Bill
Baxter, who passed away recently at 71
years old.
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Bill was well-known as a very bril-
liant businessowner and a very chari-
table man.

He joined his dad’s industrial gas
business, Holston Gases, in 1980 after
he graduated from the University of
Tennessee Law School. Since then, the
business grew from one location in
Knoxville to 42 branches operating
across 10 States.

He also bought the Wort Hotel in Wy-
oming in 2004 and helped the hotel earn
a four-diamond designation from AAA
in 2008.

Bill also served as the chairman of
the board of the Knoxville Zoo, the
commissioner of Tennessee’s Depart-
ment of Economic Development, and
he was appointed to the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority board by President
George W. Bush.

He had the integrity to resign from
the TV A board after 5 years because he
wanted to honor a bill that had passed
in Congress which imposed 5-year term
limits, even though the bill didn’t
apply to him.

I offer my condolences to Bill’s wife
of 45 years, Ginger; his sister, Jennifer,
and her husband, Frank; his four chil-
dren and their spouses, Elizabeth and
Rick, Jennifer and Jonathan, Joe and
Emily, and John and Vivian; as well as
nine grandchildren; and everyone else
who knew and loved Bill.

On a personal note, Mr. Speaker, he
actually tried to talk me out of run-
ning for office, and I often wonder
where my life would be if I took his ad-
vice. I am glad I didn’t, though, Mr.
Speaker. Bill was a dear friend, and he
will be missed.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 39 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Sep-
tember 24, 2024, at 10 a.m. for morning-
hour debate.

———

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”
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has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 118th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

LAMONICA MCIVER, Tenth District of
New Jersey.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-5426. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, transmitting the Bureau’s final
interagency guidance — Interagency Guid-
ance on Reconsiderations of Value of Resi-
dential Real Estate Valuations [Docket No.:
CFPB-2023-0033] received September 6, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

EC-5427. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, transmitting the Bureau’s advi-
sory opinion — Truth in Lending (Regulation
Z); Consumer Protections for Home Sales Fi-
nanced Under Contracts for Deed received
September 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-5428. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, FDA, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Food Additives Per-
mitted in Feed and Drinking Water of Ani-
mals; Pichia Pastoris Dried Yeast [Docket
No.: FDA-2024-F-3882] received September 4,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5429. A letter from the Congressional
and Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Implementation of Additional Sanc-
tions Against Russia and Belarus Under the
Export Administration Regulations (EAR);
and Corrections [Docket No.: 240820-0220]
(RIN: 0694-AJ78) received September 5, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-5430. A letter from the Congressional
and Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Revisions to the Entity List [Docket
No.: 240820-0222] (RIN: 0694-AJ79) received
September 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-5431. A letter from the Principal Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting Transmittal No. DDTC 23-100 Certifi-
cation of Proposed Issuance of an Export Li-
cense Pursuant to Sec 36(c) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

EC-5432. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Revocation of Class E Airspace; Man-
chester, NH [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1361; Air-
space Docket No.: 24-ANE-5] (RIN: 2120-A A66)
received September 6, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
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EC-5433. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of Class E Airspace; Cin-
cinnati, OH [Docket No.: FAA-2024-0542; Air-
space Docket No.: 24-AGL-8] (RIN: 2120-A A66)
received September 6, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-5434. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Establishment of United States Area
Navigation (RNAV) Route Q-108 and Revoca-
tion of RNAV Route Q-104; Eastern United
States [Docket No.: FAA-2023-2502; Airspace
Docket No.: 23-AS0-15] (RIN: 2120-AA66) re-
ceived September 6, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-5435. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Establishment and Amendment of
Multiple United States Area Navigation
(RNAV) Routes; and Revocation of RNAV
Route T-204; Eastern United States [Docket
No.: FAA-2024-0157; Airspace Docket No.: 23-
ASO0-32] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received September
6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-5436. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of United States Area
Navigation (RNAV) Route Q-109; Eastern
United States [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1850;
Airspace Docket No.: 24-AS0-12] (RIN: 2120-
AA66) received September 6, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-5437. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Reidsville, NC [Docket No.: FAA-2024-0319;
Airspace Docket No.: 24-AS0-6] (RIN: 2120-
AA66) received September 6, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. LUCAS: Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology. H.R. 8958. A bill to reau-
thorize the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, and for other purposes; with
an amendment (Rept. 118-701). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. S. 612. An act to reauthorize the
Lake Tahoe Restoration Act, and for other
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 118-702,
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 5794. A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to eliminate conflicts of
interest in conduct of quality management
and administrative investigations by the
Veterans Health Administration, and for
other purposes; (Rept. 118-703). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.
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Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary.
H.R. 8205. A Dbill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
provide that Byrne grant funds may be used
for public safety report systems, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
118-704). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. BURGESS: Committee on Rules. H.
Res. 1486. A resolution providing for consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 3334) to provide for
the imposition of sanctions on members of
the National Communist Party Congress of
the People’s Republic of China, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 8205) to amend the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to pro-
vide that Byrne grant funds may be used for
public safety report systems, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 8790) to expedite under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
improve forest management activities on
National Forest System lands, on public
lands under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of
Land Management, and on Tribal lands to re-
turn resilience to overgrown, fire-prone for-
ested lands, and for other purposes; pro-
viding for consideration of the resolution (H.
Res. 1469) ensuring accountability for key of-
ficials in the Biden-Harris administration re-
sponsible for decisionmaking and execution
failures throughout the withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan; and for other purposes (Rept. 118-
705). Referred to the House Calendar.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure and Agriculture dis-
charged from further consideration.
Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. COLE:

H.R. 9747. A Dbill making continuing appro-
priations and extensions for fiscal year 2025,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Appropriations, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Budget, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. D’ESPOSITO:

H.R. 9748. A bill to require the Under Sec-
retary of the Science and Technology Direc-
torate of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to develop a Department-wide policy
and process to safeguard research and devel-
opment from unauthorized access to or dis-
closure of sensitive information in research
and development acquisitions, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity.

By Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina:

H.R. 9749. A Dbill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to abolish the reorga-
nization authority of the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mr. ROUZER (for himself and Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana):

H.R. 9750. A bill to authorize the President
to provide disaster assistance to States and
Indian Tribes under a major disaster recov-
ery program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
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By Mr. ESTES:

H.R. 9751. A bill to include certain execu-
tive and judicial actions in the baseline cal-
culation by the Congressional Budget Office,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Budget.

By Mr. LALOTA (for himself, Mr.
CORREA, and Mr. D’ESPOSITO):

H.R. 9752. A bill to require a homeland se-
curity southwest border threat assessment
on Tren de Aragua and associated strategic
plan, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security.

By Ms. ADAMS (for herself, Ms.
WATERS, Ms. TLAIB, and Mr. DAVIS of
Illinois):

H.R. 9753. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide relief for bor-
rowers of Federal Direct PLUS loans made
on behalf of students; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. BERGMAN (for himself, Mr.
HUIZENGA, and Mrs. MCCLAIN):

H.R. 9754. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to re-
quire maintenance of State funds for school
resource officers in elementary schools and
secondary schools, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force.

By Ms. BOEBERT:

H.R. 9755. A bill to require owners and em-
ployees of massage wellness spas to undergo
fingerprint-based background checks to
mitigate the risk of human trafficking and
enhance public safety; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Ms. BOEBERT:

H.R. 9756. A bill to require that any State
or local government that receive Federal
funds to operate microtransit services enters
into a contract with a private entity for the
operation of such services, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

By Mr. BRECHEEN (for himself, Mr.
BURCHETT, Mr. MOORE of Alabama,
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr.

ROSENDALE, Mr. CRANE, Mr.
BURLISON, Mr. FEENSTRA, and Mr.
PALMER):

H.R. 9757. A bill to prohibit the use of Fed-
eral funds for direct cash assistance in
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on Financial Services, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. DAVIDSON:

H.R. 9758. A bill to require the Securities
and Exchange Commission, Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to jointly carry out a
study on decentralized finance; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas:

H.R. 9759. A bill to authorize the establish-
ment of a program to combat oil theft in the
Permian Basin; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself and Mr.
OBERNOLTE):

H.R. 9760. A bill to establish a community
protection and wildfire resilience grant pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology,
and in addition to the Committees on Nat-
ural Resources, and Agriculture, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. LOPEZ:

H.R. 9761. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow an increased dollar
limitation for section 179 property placed in
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service in the trade or business of farming;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.
By Mr. MENENDEZ:

H.R. 9762. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to provide explicit au-
thority for the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Director of the Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Security Agency to work
with international partners on cybersecu-
rity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MEUSER (for himself, Mr.
Posey, Mr. BI1GGs, Mr. HILL, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. BUCSHON, Ms.

MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
and Mr. LOPEZ):

H.R. 9763. A bill to provide for a limitation
on funds for Afghanistan; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. PETTERSEN (for herself and
Ms. SALAZAR):

H.R. 9764. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow additional catch-
up contributions for certain family care-
givers; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Ms. PETTERSEN (for herself and
Ms. SALAZAR):

H.R. 9765. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow certain family
caregivers to contribute to a Roth IRA; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 9766. A bill to establish an inter-
agency working group to ensure the secu-
rity, resiliency, and integrity of undersea ca-
bles, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Homeland Secu-
rity, and Foreign Affairs, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. WATERS:

H.R. 9767. A bill to make reforms to pro-
vide support for minority depository institu-
tions, community development financial in-
stitutions, and minority lending institutions
to promote and advance communities of
color through inclusive lending, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida (for
herself, Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. MAGAZINER,
Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. ALLRED, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. BERA, Ms. BUDZINSKI,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. CLEAVER,
Mr. DAvVIS of North Carolina, Ms.
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mrs. HAYES,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. KAPTUR,
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. LAWLER, Ms. MAT-
SUI, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. NADLER, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. POCAN, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SOTO, Ms. STE-
VENS, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and
Ms. WILSON of Florida):

H. Con. Res. 129. Concurrent resolution
supporting the designation of the week of
September 22 through September 28, 2024, as
‘“‘National Fall Prevention Awareness Week”’
to raise awareness about, and encourage the
prevention of, falls among older adults; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas (for
himself, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. RYAN,
Ms. WILD, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. DAVIS
of North Carolina, Mr. GOTTHEIMER,
Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr.
LANDSMAN, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana,
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. CARSON, Mr. ELLZEY,
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Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. BEAN of Flor-
ida, Ms. GRANGER, Mr. LALOTA, Mr.
IssA, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mrs. BICE, Mr.
PFLUGER, Mr. OBERNOLTE, Mr.
LAWLER, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr. MAST,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. BACON, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. GUEST,
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr.

MOOLENAAR, Mr. FULCHER, Mr.
WALTZ, and Mr. WILLIAMS of New
York):

H. Res. 1485. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the third Friday of September shall be recog-
nized as ‘‘National POW/MIA Recognition
Day”’; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. CHU (for herself, Mr. TAKANO,
Mr. SABLAN, Ms. TITUS, Ms. MENG,
Mr. NADLER, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. CASE,
Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. VARGAS, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Mr. LIEU, Mr. BERA, Mr.
GOMEZ, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. CORREA, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. Su0zzI, Mrs. TRAHAN,
Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. LEE of California,
Mr. TRONE, and Mr. KiM of New Jer-
sey):

H. Res. 1487. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the recognition of September 23,
2024, to September 29, 2024, as ‘‘Asian Amer-
ican and Native American Pacific Islander-
Serving Institutions Week”; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. VARGAS,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, and Mr. ESPAILLAT):

H. Res. 1488. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the week of Sep-
tember 23, 2024, as ‘‘National Latino Gastro-
nomic Cuisine Week’, and celebrating the
vibrant and diverse culinary traditions of
Latino gastronomy; to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

By Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS (for herself,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana,

Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr.
SWALWELL, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms.
MCCLELLAN, Mr. MCHENRY, Ms.

TOKUDA, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. MORELLE,
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Mr. KILMER, Mr. NEWHOUSE,
Mr. D’ESPOSITO, Mr. AMODEI, Mr.
CURTIS, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. FLOOD, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. DELBENE,
Mr. HUDSON, Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER,
Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. NADLER,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. SORENSEN,

Mr. TRONE, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mrs.
STEEL, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr.
TIMMONS, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr.
LAHOOD, Mr. BALDERSON, Mr.

CISCOMANI, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. MURPHY,
Mr. BENTZ, Mr. VALADAO, Ms. MACE,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. SALA-
ZAR, and Mr. WALBERG):

H. Res. 1489. A resolution supporting the
designation of the week of September 23
through September 27, 2024, as ‘‘National
Clean Energy Week”; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. NORTON:

H. Res. 1490. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of September 23,
2024, as ‘‘Mary Church Terrell Day’’, and
calling on Congress to recognize Mary
Church Terrell’s lasting contributions to the
civil rights and women’s rights movements;
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-

ability.
By Ms. SCANLON (for herself, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. AMODEI, and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H. Res. 1491. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of ‘‘Public Radio
Music Day’ and deep appreciation for the
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role of public radio music stations in serving
listeners, musicians, and hundreds of com-
munities in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability.

———

CONSTITUITONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Ms. LEE:

H.R. 9732.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Child Protection

By Mr. COLE:

H.R. 9747.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The principal constitutional authority for
this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United
States (the appropriation power), which
states: “No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law . . . .”” in addition, clause
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution
(the spending power) provides: ‘“‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power ... to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States
.. ..7 Together, these specific constitu-
tional provisions establish the congressional
power of the purse, granting Congress the
authority to appropriate funds, to determine
their purpose, amount, and period of avail-
ability, and to set forth terms and conditions
governing their use.

The subject of the bill is the making of
continuing appropriations for fiscal year
2025.

By Mr. D’ESPOSITO:

H.R. 9748.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require the Under Secretary of the
Science and Technology Directorate of the
Department of Homeland Security to de-
velop a Department-wide policy and process
to safeguard research and development from
unauthorized access to or disclosure of sen-
sitive information in research and develop-
ment acquisitions, and for other purposes.

By Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina:

H.R. 9749.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Abolishing the reorganization authority of
the Department of Homeland Security.

By Mr. ROUZER:

H.R. 9750.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8.

The single subject of this legislation is:

By Mr. ESTES:
H.R. 9751.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
The single subject of this legislation is:
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CBO reform
By Mr. LALOTA:

H.R. 9752.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require a homeland security southwest
border threat assessment on Tren de Aragua
and associated strategic plan, and for other
purposes

By Ms. ADAMS:

H.R. 9753.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965
to provide relief for borrowers of Federal Di-
rect PLUS loans made on behalf of students

By Mr. BERGMAN:

H.R. 9754.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Education

By Ms. BOEBERT:

H.R. 9755.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8: The Congress shall
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts, and excises, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defence and general
welfare of the United States; but all duties,
imposts and excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require owners and employees of mas-
sage wellness spas to undergo fingerprint-
based background checks to mitigate the
risk of human trafficking and enhance public
safety.

By Ms. BOEBERT:

H.R. 9756.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8: The Congress shall
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts, and excises, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defence and general
welfare of the United States; but all duties,
imposts and excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require that any State or local govern-
ment that receive Federal funds to operate
microtransit services enters into a contract
with a private entity for the operation of
such services, and for other purposes.

By Mr. BRECHEEN:

H.R. 9757.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit the use of Federal funds for di-
rect cash assistance in Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan.

By Mr. DAVIDSON:

H.R. 9758.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

‘““Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power ... To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

“To require the Securities and Exchange
Commission, Commodity Futures Trading
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Commission, and the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to jointly carry out a study on decen-
tralized finance.”

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas:

H.R. 9759.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To authorize the establishment of a pro-
gram to combat oil theft in the Permian
Basin, and for other purposes.

By Mr. HUFFMAN:

H.R. 9760.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is

Wildfire management

By Mr. LOPEZ:

H.R. 9761.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1. Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Raising the Section 179 deduction amount
and tying future increases to inflation

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

H.R. 9762.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of Congress to make
rules for the government and regulation of
the land and naval forces, as enumerated in
Article I, Section 8, Clause 14 of the United
States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To authorize the DHS Secretary, with the
concurrence of the Secretary of State, to
station DHS personnel, including CISA em-
ployees, overseas to collaborate with inter-
national partners on efforts to secure crit-
ical infrastructure and improve cybersecu-
rity.

By Mr. MEUSER:

H.R. 9763.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To provide for a limitation of funds for Af-
ghanistan.

By Ms. PETTERSEN:

H.R. 9764.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow additional catch-up contribu-
tions for certain family caregivers.

By Ms. PETTERSEN:

H.R. 9765.

Article I Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow certain family caregivers to
contribute to a Roth IRA

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 9766.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To establish an interagency working group
to ensure the security, resiliency, and integ-
rity of undersea cables, and for other pur-
poses.

By Ms. WATERS:

H.R. 9767.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”
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The single subject of this legislation is:

To make reforms to support community fi-
nancial institutions expand financial access
to underserved communities.

——————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS TO PUBLIC
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 209: Mr. LOPEZ.

H.R. 531: Mr. FONG.

H.R. 694: Ms. STRICKLAND.

H.R. 782: Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts.

H.R. 838: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.

H.R. 884: Mr. KENNEDY.

H.R. 913: Ms. MATSUL.

H.R. 926: Ms. DELAURO.

H.R. 927: Mr. PETERS and Ms. DELAURO.

H.R. 1045: Mr. HORSFORD.

H.R. 1077: Mr. CLEAVER.

H.R. 1139: Mr. NEAL and Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota.

H.R. 1249: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 1262: Mr. SORENSEN.

H.R. 1321: Mr. VAN DREW.

H.R. 1330: Mr. SUOZZI.

H.R. 1362: Mr. LOPEZ.

H.R. 1369: Ms. LOFGREN and Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina.

H.R. 1385: Mrs. BEATTY.

H.R. 1544: Ms. GRANGER.

H.R. 1572: Ms. ADAMS, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr.
BILIRAKIS, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. SARBANES, Ms.
VAN DUYNE, Mr. NADLER, and Mr. MRVAN.

H.R. 1617: Mr. HARDER of California and Ms.
BONAMICI.

H.R. 1666:
TENNEY.

H.R. 1776:

H.R. 1794:

H.R. 1833:
. 2395:
. 2407:
. 2424

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.

S0T0 and Mrs. DINGELL.

HOULAHAN.

CLARK of Massachusetts.

SCHAKOWSKY.

DESAULNIER.

BARRAGAN.

. 2620: Mr. COMER and Mr. BABIN.

. 2630: Mr. HUIZENGA.

.R. 2725: Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts and

Ms. ESCOBAR.

H.R. 2730: Mrs. TRAHAN.
H.R. 2769: Mr. PFLUGER.

. 2785: Mr. NEHLS and Ms. SCHRIER.

. 2871: Mrs. MCCLAIN.

. 3009: Mr. VASQUEZ.

. 3170: Ms. CHU.

H.R. 3238: Mr. JAMES, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Mr. OGLES, and Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 3386: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER.

H.R. 3404: Mr. NEHLS.

H.R. 3409: Mr. HORSFORD.

H.R. 3411: Mr. PHILLIPS.

. 3413: . GARBARINO.

. 3481: . LARSEN of Washington.

. 3514: . LOPEZ.

. 35637 . NADLER.

. 35639: . VAN ORDEN.

. 3548: . CARBAJAL.

. 3649: . GRIJALVA.

. 3670: . BUCHANAN.

. 3850: . SCHRIER.

. 3869: . KILMER.

. 3875: . LYNCH.

. 4002: . BONAMICI.

. 4020: . CLARKE of New York.

. 4059: . LOPEZ.

. 4089: . PHILLIPS.

. 4193: . WITTMAN.

. 4238: . LOPEZ.

. 4263: . CURTIS and Ms. WILD.

. 4326: . SCHRIER.

. 4333: . WiLLIAMS of New York.
H.R. 4340: Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts.
H.R. 4432: Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. LARSEN of

Washington, and Ms. SEWELL.

H.R. 4549: Mrs. GONZALEZ-COLON.
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H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.

4663:
4845:
4893:
4916:
4937:
5073:
5127:
5159:
5208:
5266:

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

MCGOVERN.
PETTERSEN.
NORCROSS.

AMoO.
RESCHENTHALER.
FALLON.

LOPEZ.

TONKO.
DESJARLAIS.
TENNEY.

H.R. 5305: Ms. LEE of California.

H.R. 5342: Mr. BRECHEEN.

H.R. 5371: Ms. ROSS, Ms.
LATTA, and Mr. MEUSER.

H.R. 5397: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 5459: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 5502: Mr. BEYER and Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 5530: Ms. TENNEY.

H.R. 5566: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr.
BURN, Ms. SCANLON, Mrs. DINGELL,
GOMEZ, and Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 5686: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 5808: Mr. BERA.

H.R. 5848: Mr. HILL.

H.R. 5864: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 6013: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana.

H.R. 6031: Mr. HARDER of California.

H.R. 6078: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 6087: Mr. HORSFORD.

H.R. 6302: Ms. BALINT.

H.R. 6311: Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 6358: Mrs. DINGELL.

H.R. 6388: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 6394: Mr. NORCROSS.

H.R. 6445: Mr. MEUSER, Ms. GRANGER, Ms.
SHERRILL, Ms. NORTON, and Ms. WATERS.

H.R. 6451: Ms. LOFGREN and Ms. BUDZINSKI.

H.R. 6523: Mr. LOPEZ.

H.R. 65641: Mr. MILLER of Ohio.

H.R. 6652: Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 6727: Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 6751: Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina,
Ms. JACOBS, Ms. R0OsSs, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr.
CASE, Ms. Lois FRANKEL of Florida, Mr.
LyYNCH, and Mr. NICKEL.

H.R. 6831: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 6950: Ms. BUDZINSKI.

H.R. 6971: Mr. LOPEZ.

H.R. 7012: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 7017: Ms. CHU.

H.R. 7027: Mr. LATURNER.

H.R. 7042: Mr. BABIN.

H.R. 7048: Mr. LOPEZ.

H.R. 7279: Mr. HARDER of California.

H.R. 7297: Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. KILEY, and
Mr. AMODEIL.
H.R. 7334:
H.R. 7335:
H.R. 7384:
H.R. 7389:
H.R. 7413:
H.R. 7571:
H.R. 7623:
H.R. 7635:
H.R. 7641:
H.R. 7649:
H.R. 7670:
H.R. 7770:
H.R. 7801:

H.R. 7891:
FORD.

H.R. 7944:

H.R. 8018:

H.R. 8061:

H.R. 8080:

H.R. 8164:

NORTON, Mr.

CLY-
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.

LOPEZ.

LOPEZ.

CASTEN.

NORTON.

PHILLIPS.

MALLIOTAKIS.

LYNCH.

LYNCH.

CHU.

LOPEZ.

PHILLIPS.

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.
Mr. KENNEDY and Mr. BACON.
Ms. SCHOLTEN and Mr. RUTHER-

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER.
Mr. GOLDEN of Maine.
Mr. PALLONE.
Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 8193: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 8203: Ms. SANCHEZ and Mr. LARSON of
Connecticut.

H.R. 8231: Mr. EVANS.

H.R. 8243: Mrs. HINSON.

H.R. 8271: Mr. COHEN, Ms. LEE of Pennsyl-
vania, and Ms. STEVENS.

H.R. 8303: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 8307: Mr. FULCHER and Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 8331: Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. LALOTA, Ms.
MANNING, and Mr. HUIZENGA.

H.R. 8340: Mr. RASKIN and Ms. DAVIDS of
Kansas.
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Mr. COSTA.

Mr. MOLINARO.

Ms. HAGEMAN.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.

Mrs. HINSON.

Mr. GOSAR and Mr. GROTHMAN.

Mr. LOPEZ.

Mr. PALLONE.

. WEBSTER of Florida.

. PFLUGER.

. LAWLER.

. LOPEZ.

. JOYCE of Ohio and Mr. LIEU.
LOPEZ.
Ms.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R. 8970: Mr.

H.R. 8996:
ESPAILLAT.

H.R. 9001: Mr. BUCSHON and Mr. YAKYM.

H.R. 9008: Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 9082: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr. SHER-
MAN.

H.R. 9096: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky.

H.R. 9119: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 9168: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 9172: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
and Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 9175: Mr. JAMES.

H.R. 9176: Mr. KM of New Jersey.

H.R. 9266: Mr. DOGGETT.

H.R. 9274: Mr. BENTZ, Mr. MEUSER, Mrs.
MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. WILSON
of South Carolina, Mrs. HOUCHIN, Mr. PHIL-
LIPS, Mr. WILLIAMS of New York, Mr.
MOYLAN, Mr. MAST, Mr. PFLUGER, Ms. DE LA
CRUZ, and Mr. RULLI.

8411:
8505:
8545:
8683:
8702:
8706:
8734:
8758:
87T
8821:
8827:
8903:
8957:

BUDZINSKI and Mr.

H.R. 9276: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS.

H.R. 9324: Mr. PFLUGER and Mr. PHILLIPS.
H.R. 9336: Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 9353: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 9382: Mr. RuLLI and Mr. BABIN.

H.R. 9449: Mr. PFLUGER.

H.R. 9462: Mr. WENSTRUP and Mr. FONG.
H.R. 9481: Mr. WIiLLIAMS of New York.
H.R. 9501: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 9508:
H.R. 9511:
H.R. 9546:

Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.
Mr. HORSFORD.
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 9552: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 9564: Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. LAWLER, and
Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 9568: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 9574: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 9585: Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 9646: Mr. OGLES.

H.R. 9675: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 9678: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, Mr.
McCORMICK, Mr. BENTZ, Ms. FOXX, Mr. LAM-
BORN, and Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 9679: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 9691: Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 9693: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 9699: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mrs.
LESKO, Mr. McCORMICK, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, Mr. STRONG, Mr. GARBARINO,
Mr. GRAVES of MISSOURI, Mr. WILLIAMS of
New York, Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr.
RuLLI, Mrs. KiM of California, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. MRVAN,
Mr. CISCOMANI, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr.
GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. FALLON,
Mr. MAST, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr. WEBSTER of

Florida, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. CARTER of
Texas, Ms. PEREZ, Ms. GRANGER, Mr.
HUIZENGA, and Mr. NEWHOUSE.

H.R. 9714: Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr.

BRECHEEN, and Mr. OGLES.

H.R. 9724: Mr. STEUBE.

H.R. 9725: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina,
Mr. VALADAO, and Ms. OMAR.

H.R. 9734: Ms. CHU, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. TITUS,
Ms. SCANLON, and Ms. BALINT.

H.R. 9738: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
GOLDEN of Maine, and Mr. GROTHMAN.

H.R. 9740: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
KILDEE, and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER.

H.R. 9741: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
KILDEE, and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER.

H.R. 9745: Ms. TENNEY and Mr.
FORD.

RUTHER-
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H.J. Res. 163: Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. ISSA, Mr.
CLINE, and Mr. MAST.

H.J. Res. 167: Mr. SESSIONS.

H.J. Res. 193: Mr. GOMEz, Mr. LIEU, Mr.
SCHNEIDER, Mr. BLUMENAUER, and Mr.
MCGOVERN.

H.J. Res. 203: Mr. BisHOP of North Carolina,
Mr. BABIN, and Mr. PERRY.

H. Con. Res. 82: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H. Con. Res. 122: Mr. BUCHANAN.

H. Res. 439: Mr. CARBAJAL.

H. Res. 1069: Mr. D’ESPOSITO.

H. Res. 1272: Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. YAKYM,
and Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.

H. Res. 1348: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina,
Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. CORREA, Mr.
ROUZER, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. DUARTE,
Mr. MEUSER, Mr. SELF, Mr. JACKSON of
Texas, Mr. NEHLS, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. ALLEN, and
Mr. JAMES.

H. Res. 1383: Mr. PALMER.

H. Res. 1412: Mr. BUCHANAN.

H. Res. 1422: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H. Res. 1423: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H. Res. 1435: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of
Texas and Mr. LAWLER.

H. Res. 1436: Ms. SEWELL and Ms. BALINT.

H. Res. 1437: Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. MENENDEZ,
and Mr. VASQUEZ.

H. Res. 1443: Ms. VELAZQUEZ.

H. Res. 1447: Mr. LALOTA, Mr. CISCOMANI,
and Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H. Res. 1449: Mr. BARR, Mr. BAIRD, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. PHILLIPS, and Mr. SCHNEIDER.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

H. Res. 1473: Mr. LARSEN of Washington,
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms.
SEWELL, and Mr. LIEU.

H. Res. 1478: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H. Res. 1479: Mr. BACON, Mr. NADLER, and
Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER.

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or
statements of congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits were submitted as follows:

OFFERED BY MR. COLE

The provisions that warranted a referral to
the Committee on Appropriations in H.R.
9747, the Continuing Appropriations and Ex-
tensions Act, 2025, do not contain any con-
gressional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or
limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9
of rule XXI.

OFFERED BY MR. ARRINGTON

The provisions that warranted a referral to
the Committee on the Budget in H.R. 9747 do
not contain any congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff bene-
fits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI.
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[Omitted from Record of September 20, 2024]

DISCHARGE PETITIONS—
ADDITIONS AND WITHDRAWALS

The following Members added their
names to the following discharge peti-
tions:

Petition 14 by Ms. TITUS on House Resolu-
tion 1302: Ms. Escobar and Mr. Garamendi.

Petition 15 by Ms. WILD on House Resolu-
tion 1346: Mr. Vasquez.

Petition 16 by Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana on
House Resolution 1410: Mrs. Fischbach, Ms
Escobar, Mr. Rutherford, Ms. Wasserman
Schultz, Mr. Mrvan, Mrs. McBath, Ms.
Brownley, Mr Garamendi, Mrs. Napolitano,
Mrs. Peltola, Mr. Larsen of Washington, Ms.
DeGette, Ms. Sewell, Mr. Cartwright, Mr.
Deluzio, Ms. Waters, Mr. Newhouse, Mr.
David Scott of Georgia, Mrs. Torres of Cali-
fornia, Mr. LaTurner, Mr. Posey, Ms. Mace,
Ms. Dean of Pennsylvania, Mr. Jackson of
North Carolina, Mr. Pence, Ms. Wilson of
Florida, Mr. Nadler, Mrs. Rodgers of Wash-
ington, Mrs. Luna, Mr. Gooden of Texas, Mr.
Gosar, Mr. Moskowitz, Ms. Salazar, Mr.
Veasey, Mr. Williams of New York, Mr.
Balderson, Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Hinson, Mr.
Kelly of Pennsylvania, Mr. Himes, Mr.
Gomez, Mr. Joyce of Ohio, Mr. Calvert, Ms.
Chu, Mr. Nunn of Iowa, Mr. Smith of New
Jersey, and Mr. Molinaro.
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