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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FITZGERALD).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 16, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ScCOTT
FITZGERALD to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House on Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

————
BIDDING FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PHILLIPS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
bid farewell to my amazing staff, some
of whom are in the gallery, my wonder-
ful colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, constituents, and the myriad of
unsung heroes to whom our entire Na-
tion owes a debt of gratitude.

I thank them all from the top of my
heart.

To my amazing family all around the
country who has stood by me in times

of both great joy and pain: my mother,
DeeDee, and my late father, Eddie; my
brothers, Tyler, Jay, and Bobby; my
sisters, Hutton and Lily; and my treas-
ured daughters, Daniela and Pia, who
compelled me to run for Congress in
2018: I love you all with all my heart.

I depart this august institution with
a combination of deep gratitude, a lit-
tle bit of attitude, and a healthy dose
of American optimism.

To those who are pleased to see this
affable but outspoken gadfly ride off
into the sunset, I am sorry to say that
my mission to restore common sense
and a home for the exhausted majority
of center left and center right Ameri-
cans is just beginning. It is a mission
whose roots were not planted here in
Washington or back home in Minnesota
but rather 8,000 miles away on Dragon
Mountain in Pleiku, Vietnam, where
my father, Captain Artie Pfefer, was
killed fighting a war in which he did
not believe, but for a country in which
he believed very deeply.

Last year, I traveled to the very
ground on which he took his last
breath and where I took my first.

He died just 4 days after the Apollo 11
Moon landing, and I have often pic-
tured him along with a half million
other young soldiers looking up in awe
that morning, many probably in tears,
as two fellow Americans achieved the
unthinkable. They got a glimpse of
America at her very best up there
while we were at our very worst down
here.

I picture our predecessors in this
very room voting to fund both that
giant leap for mankind and that giant
tragedy for mankind all in the same
year.

On my flight home from Vietnam
last year, I reflected on my father and
the 1 million—yes, 1 million—Ameri-
cans who have been killed in service to
our country since 1776. I thought to
myself they did not sacrifice their lives
for Members of Congress to act like
kindergartners.

They did not sacrifice their lives for
Members of Congress to spend 10,000
hours per week begging for campaign
cash used to eviscerate fellow Ameri-
cans running for office.

They did not sacrifice their lives for
Members of Congress to do nothing as
60 percent of Americans live paycheck
to paycheck.

They did not sacrifice their lives for
Congress to do nothing as 500,000 Amer-
icans go bankrupt every year from
medical debt and 26 million go without
any health insurance at all.

They did not sacrifice their lives for
Congress to do nothing as 50,000 Ameri-
cans die from gun violence and another
100,000 from overdoses every single
year.

They did not sacrifice their lives for
Congress to do nothing as wealthy in-
dustries shower millions upon millions
of campaign cash on the very com-
mittee members who set the rules for
their industries, and then Congress al-
lows each party to collect dues from
those committee members to fund
their campaigns. It is legalized corrup-
tion, and it is unacceptable.

My father and 1 million other Ameri-
cans did not sacrifice their lives for
Congress to enable two private cor-
porations, the two major parties, to
maintain a virtual monopoly on our de-
mocracy, and having paid the ultimate
price themselves, they surely did not
sacrifice their lives for Members of
Congress to prioritize their own self-
protection over their principles.

However, they did sacrifice their
lives because of decisions made in this
very room by people just like us.

So, as I bid farewell, I humbly ask all
the Members of the next Congress on
both sides of the aisle to call on their
better angels and act with courage, not
cowardice: the courage to compete
with our ideas rather than defeat one
another with our ideologies, the cour-
age to fix our problems rather than fix-
ate on our politics, the courage to re-
place condemnation with invitation,

O This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [1 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H7145



H7146

and the courage to replace confronta-
tion with common sense.

In closing, I believe that we all have
a choice to make—all of us. Do we wish
to be a nation that metaphorically
goes to the Moon together or one that
goes to war against one another?

As a free people, that choice remains
ours, all of ours. As Albert Einstein, a
notable immigrant to the TUnited
States of America, famously said that
the world is a dangerous place, not be-
cause of those who do evil, but because
of those who look on and do nothing.

I believe in us. I love you all, and I
will see you down the road. Godspeed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members that the rules
do not allow references to persons in
the gallery.

———

AMERICA MUST LEAD 5G
INNOVATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, it has never been more crit-
ical that the United States lead the
way on 5G innovation.

Not only would an expanded 5G net-
work provide critical services and op-
portunities for Americans living in
rural areas, but it would also provide
the United States with the ability to
continue leading the way on the devel-
opment of wireless technology.

Allowing our adversaries to advance
in future generations of wireless with-
out us would erode our privacy, com-
promise the security of our networks,
and lead to increased foreign influence
in our communications.

The Promoting United States Wire-
less Leadership Act would help the U.S.
take the necessary steps to safeguard
our technological advantages. By
bringing key leaders and stakeholders
to the table, this bill would encourage
a unified approach to set standards for
all 5G networks.

By standardizing our approach, we
can help ensure a greater certainty for
both the provider and consumer.

As we look ahead, reliable high-speed
connectivity will be vital for students
who are doing their homework, for
businesses connecting with their cus-
tomers, for farmers in the fields, and
for patients using telemedicine to heal
from home.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation and
help ensure that our wireless tech-
nologies continue to expand and serve
the needs of the American people.

CONGRATULATING JUNIATA COLLEGE EAGLES

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to congratulate
the Juniata College women’s volleyball
team on once again winning the NCAA
Division III national championship and
on their incredible achievement of win-
ning 97 matches in a row.

This record number of consecutive
wins is the result of determination.
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Under the leadership of Coach Heather
Pavlik, the Juniata Eagles once again
completed their season with a perfect
3560 record.

Equally as important as the team’s
success in volleyball is their success in
the classroom.

Juniata’s commitment to academic
excellence is an example of how stu-
dent athletes can make incredible
achievements both on and off the
court.

On behalf of everyone in Pennsylva-
nia’s 13th Congressional District, I am
proud to once again congratulate the
women’s volleyball team at Juniata on
another outstanding season, and I look
forward to their continued success.

EXECUTIVE OVERREACH DURING PRESIDENTIAL
TRANSITION

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as the Biden administration
comes to an end, we have seen contin-
ued attempts by the far left to enact
major regulatory policies just as this
administration is on its way out the
door.

The American people have spoken
and elected President Donald J. Trump
to return to the White House. This is
not the time for President Biden to
take executive actions that provide
student loan bailouts or implement
Green New Deal policies.

If President Biden takes these execu-
tive actions at a time when the voters
have made it clear that they are ready
for change, we need to ensure that
these rules are not permanent.

The Midnight Rules Relief Act would
ensure that the American people are
heard during a Presidential transition
by allowing the Congressional Review
Act to be used to overturn multiple
Federal Rules in a single resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the Midnight Rules
Relief Act to put a stop to President
Biden’s executive overreach.

———

SENATE MUST REJECT RJK JR.
FOR HHS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROBERT GARCIA) for 5
minutes.

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to call on our
colleagues in the Senate to reject Don-
ald Trump’s nomination of RFK Jr. as
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

RFK Jr. has proven himself for dec-
ades to be a conspiracy theorist, and
we cannot allow the critical work done
by HHS and the doctors and medical
professionals there to be undermined
by someone with his record.

For those not familiar, RJK Jr. first
has no scientific or medical creden-
tials. Instead, he has spent his career
fueling anti-vaccine movements around
the world, including one in Samoa that
contributed to a measles outbreak that
killed dozens of people and made al-
most 6,000 sick, most of them children
and infants.
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RFK Jr. has falsely claimed vaccines
cause autism and suggested that
COVID health measures were worse
than the Holocaust. He has also ped-
dled conspiracy theories that chemi-
cals in water are making children
transgender and gay.

This is someone who has threatened
to gut the National Institutes of
Health, the Federal agency responsible
for medical and public health research.
They, along with the rest of HHS, do
vital, nonpartisan work that impacts
every American and every community,
from pandemic preparedness to cancer
research to resources for mental health
and substance abuse.

There are real lives at stake. We just
went through a pandemic that cost the
lives of 1.3 million Americans, the sin-
gle largest loss of life event in the
modern era in our country and around
the world.

We cannot allow at this moment to
hand over the keys of public health to
an extreme, unqualified, and dangerous
nominee. The Senate must reject RJK
Jr. for HHS.

————
0O 1215

SOCIETY IS LOSING ITS MORAL
COMPASS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LLoPEZz) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LOPEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to address the decay of the moral com-
pass that our Nation is facing. The
moral compass of faith, family, and
self-resilience that this Nation was
founded on is being treated as if it is a
cheap suit or an old pair of shoes that
needs to be discarded and replaced.

There is a national movement today
that is focused on distorting the
foundational values on which our great
Nation was founded, values such as
faith, family, and self-reliance. This
movement is found in our schools; our
military; our Federal, State, and local
government; our churches; and in the
public square.

Our Nation’s values have been dis-
torted to merely hollow words and are
no longer seen as a foundational bed-
rock of our Nation.

When our educational system focuses
on teaching our children that gender
identity is more important than learn-
ing to read, write, or to do math, that
is a sign that society is losing its
moral compass.

When society and medical profes-
sionals promote the concept that God
can make a mistake when it comes to
gender and that only science can cor-
rectly assign the two genders of our
adult brothers and sisters and to our
children, that is a sign that society is
losing its moral compass.

When society openly allows the label-
ing of the killing of babies as women’s
health or body autonomy, that is a sign
of society losing its moral compass.

When man believes he has the ulti-
mate authority to redefine marriage
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and turn his back on traditional mar-
riage between a man and a woman,
that is a sign that society is losing its
moral compass.

When lawmakers vote in favor of al-
lowing biological men who are experi-
encing gender confusion to equally use
women’s facilities and compete in
girls’ sports, that is a sign of society
losing its moral compass.

When the church decides to ignore its
role in educating the people on the Bib-
lical values that America was founded
on, that is a sign that society is losing
its moral compass.

Just last week, NANCY MACE, a Mem-
ber of Congress, was physically as-
saulted in the Halls of Congress be-
cause she stands on a basic common-
sense principle. The commonsense
principle that caused her to be phys-
ically assaulted was her firm belief, as
it is mine, that individuals experi-
encing gender confusion should not be
allowed to utilize opposite facilities or
participate in women’s or girls’ sports.

The majority of the American people
share that commonsense belief and are
thirsty for bold leaders who will openly
defend our Nation’s fundamental val-
ues. America needs and deserves strong
leaders who are not afraid of fighting
and speaking in the public square
about regaining our country’s moral
compass.

Some of our brothers and sisters, in-
stead of focusing on promoting our Re-
public’s foundational moral compass,
are fighting to ensure that government
plays an overreaching role by dictating
what America should think, eat, be
educated on, and why they should be
happy to pay more in taxes to fund the
runaway spending of government.

Mr. Speaker, America is at a cross-
roads, and we, the people, through our
Federal, State, and local elections, will
determine the moral compass that will
lead us into the future.

Our job here in the sacred Halls of
Congress is to limit government and
revitalize civil society. The $36 trillion
national debt is a sign that our country
has lost its moral compass.

Self-reliance has given way to de-
pendence, and a loss of respect for per-
sons and property continues to spread
like cancer.

In 1837, John O’Sullivan wrote: ‘“‘The
best government is that which governs
least. . . . [Government] should be con-
fined to the administration of justice,
for the protection of the natural equal
rights of the citizen and the preserva-
tion of the social order. In all other re-
spects, the voluntary principle, the
principle of freedom . .. affords the
true golden rule.”

Our Nation’s founding documents
were written with the unwavering un-
derstanding that the nature of govern-
ment is force, not freedom. The lan-
guage used in the founding principle
was to limit the role of government to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.

Imagine an America where the elect-
ed officials understood the true role of
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government and allowed us to live free-
ly.

Imagine if every American believed
in and followed the golden rule, as
written in Luke 6:31: Do to others as
you would have them do unto you.

Imagine an America where every in-
dividual not only believes in the Amer-
ican Dream, but that they can actually
experience it.

Imagine an America that openly em-
braces the fundamental values that
founded this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, may God bless America.

————

CONGRESS MUST ENHANCE
CAPITALISM’S SAFETY NET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, as all Americans know, Social
Security is the number one antipoverty
program for the elderly of this country.
Most people don’t realize that it is also
the number one antipoverty program
for children in this country.

What is further annoying to most
Americans is that it has been 54 years
since Congress, who has the responsi-
bility for doing so, has enhanced Social
Security benefits. This has a direct im-
pact on every district in the country.

In the Speaker’s district, there are
over 174,000 Social Security recipients,
and 142,000 of them are retirees; 13,000-
plus are disabled workers; 7,000-plus are
widows; 3,000 are spouses; and over 7,000
are children.

Mr. Speaker, what most Members
don’t realize is the direct economic im-
pact and economic development impact
that this has on their district. For ex-
ample, the Speaker’s district receives
$353 million monthly for those 174,000
recipients.

Where do they spend that money, Mr.
Speaker? They spend it right back in
the districts where they live.

Nobody gets wealthy on Social Secu-
rity, but it has been the mainstay to
keep people out of poverty, both the el-
derly and children alike.

Congress has not taken any action to
enhance those benefits since 1971. Rich-
ard Nixon was the President of the
United States the last time this body,
which is in charge of making sure that
Americans receive this benefit, has
taken any action to ensure that people
in the Speaker’s district and in mine
and in all 435 districts receive Social
Security benefits.

Here are the statistics: Over 70 mil-
lion Americans rely on Social Secu-
rity. For more than 35 million Ameri-
cans, it is the only retirement benefit
that they have. Americans are getting
concerned by the day because 10,000
baby boomers a day become eligible for
Social Security.

Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor to
plead for Congress to take action. Have
a vote. If Members have a better idea,
they should put it forward.

President Trump has at least called
for tax cuts. Most people don’t realize
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that, when they retire, all of a sudden,
they are being double taxed because
their Social Security is taxed. That is
a good idea, but President Trump’s
plan doesn’t pay for that.

When it is not paid for, the money
comes directly out of the trust fund,
therefore hurting everybody in the pro-
gram because it will reduce Social Se-
curity benefits by 36 percent as soon as
2031. That is not a long way off, and
this body of Congress has been woefully
negligent in making sure it is speaking
out on behalf of the American people
and the citizens that we are sworn to
serve.

This is capitalism’s safety net. The
reason that we are able to thrive as a
Nation and be entrepreneurial in the
system is because we have a safety net
for our workforce. In the event that a
business collapses or people get laid off
or they don’t have work, there is So-
cial Security. That is the brilliance of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt that is still
with us, and it is embraced overwhelm-
ingly by Democrats, Republicans, and
unaffiliated persons.

It is time to act, Mr. Speaker.

————

REMEMBERING BATTLE OF THE
BULGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oklahoma (Mrs. BICE) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
regarding correspondence from a young
constituent of mine, Lauren Tappert,
who expressed her desire to make a
Federal holiday in recognition of World
War II.

I was impressed by Lauren’s patriot-
ism and her initiative, especially given
the fact that she is just in middle
school.

This week, we remember one of
World War II’s most significant battles,
the Battle of the Bulge. As Winston
Churchill famously said: It is ‘‘un-
doubtedly the greatest American battle
of the war.”

The Battle of the Bulge, which oc-
curred in the Ardennes Forest of Eu-
rope, lasted over a month. It is signifi-
cant because it was the last major Ger-
man offensive on the western front, ul-
timately ending in an Allied victory. In
this defensive stand, the courage and
fortitude of the American forces were
challenged, but liberty ultimately pre-
vailed.

I thank Lauren for taking the time
to write to me and for placing special
emphasis on a conflict that affected
every American family and spanned
the globe.

————

RECOGNIZING 233RD ANNIVERSARY
OF RATIFICATION OF BILL OF
RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
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the 233rd anniversary of the ratifica-
tion of the Bill of Rights.

Yesterday, we celebrated Bill of
Rights Day, a day that highlights a
cornerstone for our democracy.

Bill of Rights Day was established in
1941, when President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt issued a proclamation refer-
ring to the document as: ‘“The great
American charter of personal liberty
and human dignity.”

BEach year, on December 15, this day
is used as an opportunity to reflect on
the rights enshrined in our Constitu-
tion’s first 10 amendments. Classrooms
across the Nation use this day as an
educational opportunity to further
stress the importance of these rights to
our Nation’s young people.

The Bill of Rights was born out of a
fierce debate between the Federalists
and the anti-Federalists during the
founding of our Republic. The Con-
stitution itself laid the foundation for
governance, but it was the Bill of
Rights that ensured that government
would always serve the people.

The Bill of Rights includes some of
our Nation’s most precious rights, in-
cluding: freedom of speech, press, reli-
gion, assembly, petition, equal protec-
tion under the law, and limitations on
the role of the Federal Government,
just to name a few.

The Bill of Rights also reminds us of
something deeper. Our unity as a Na-
tion stems from our diversity of
thought, belief, and expression. We
may not always agree, but these rights
ensure that every voice can be heard,
every faith can be practiced, and every
dream can be pursued.

This year marked the 233rd anniver-
sary since the ratification of the Bill of
Rights. Now, many years later, these
rights are just as important as they
were when our Founding Fathers
penned them.

Let us honor the wisdom of our
Founders and the sacrifices of count-
less Americans who have fought to up-
hold these freedoms.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 28
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BENTZ) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

Rear Admiral Gregory Todd, Chief of
Chaplains, United States Navy, Wash-
ington, D.C., offered the following
prayer:

Eternal Father, ruler of wind and
wave, You establish the heavens and
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order all of creation. Behold Your hum-
ble people, seeking only to serve and
not to be served. Grant all who labor in
this House a heart of humble service.

While the U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps
celebrates 249 years of a sacred mission
of caring for the souls of sailors, ma-
rines, coastguardsmen, and their fami-
lies, we are recently reminded of the
relevance of our mission as U.S. sailors
in the Red Sea have faced the enemy in
combat, wielding the sword for our Na-
tion and facing their own mortality.
Grant Your divine protection to all of
our ships at sea and all who labor to
defend our Nation. Keep their families
in Your care while they are deployed,
and grant them a joyful, joyful re-
union.

Lord, as Navy chaplains seek to care
for our flock, by Your mercy, send us
more chaplains to fill our ranks. The
need is great, but the laborers are few.
Grant us more Navy chaplains to care
for our Nation’s greatest treasure: our
sons and daughters.

Into Your divine hands we commit
our prayer, trusting in Your divine
mercy.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
MORELLE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MORELLE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 14, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I hereby submit my
resignation, effective at 11:59 p.m. December
14, 2024, as United States Representative for
the At-Large District of North Dakota.

Sincerely,
KELLY ARMSTRONG,
Member of Congress.
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 14, 2024.
Hon. DouG BURGUM,
Governor, State of North Dakota,
Bismarck, ND.

DEAR GOVERNOR BURGUM: I hereby submit

my resignation, effective at 11:569 p.m. De-
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cember 14, 2024, as United States Representa-
tive for the At-Large District of North Da-
kota. Attached is the letter that I submitted
to the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives. It has been the honor of my
lifetime to represent the great people of
North Dakota for the last six years.
Sincerely,
KELLY ARMSTRONG,
Member of Congress.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from

North Dakota (Mr. ARMSTRONG), the
whole number of the House is 430.
————
IN RECOGNITION OF NITTANY
LEATHERNECKS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the
Nittany Leathernecks’ contribution to
Christmas throughout the Common-
wealth.

The Nittany Leathernecks Detach-
ment of the Marine Corps League is a
community service organization com-
posed of active, retired, and former ma-
rines.

Since 1947, the mission of the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots
Program has been to collect new, un-
wrapped toys during October, Novem-
ber, and December each year and to
distribute them as Christmas gifts to
less-fortunate children in the commu-
nity.

The Nittany Leathernecks Detach-
ment coordinates Toys for Tots for
Centre County. The detachment works
with the Centre County Adult Services
office, which coordinates with seven
Centre County food pantries to identify
needy children and distribute toys.

The Nittany Leathernecks campaign
annually provides a Christmas gift ex-
perience to over 9,000 children.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the selfless ma-
rines for their service to our country
and their dedication to uplifting our
communities. I wish them a merry
Christmas.

———

CALLING FOR CONSERVATION OF
BERING RIVER COALFIELD

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about a piece of property
in Alaska. Southeast Alaska is called
the Copper River Delta. There is a coal-
field there called the Bering River
coalfield.

Mr. Speaker, this goes back to Teddy
Roosevelt’s days as a conservation ef-
fort. The United States Government
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has an opportunity to purchase the
coal rights of this field. I thank the
gentleman, Joo Shin, and the KADCO
board of directors for staying at the
table. The appraisal came in at $6 mil-
lion. The Korean owner, Joo Shin,
wants $8 million for the property.

We have an opportunity, and I be-
lieve that Members on both sides of the
aisle could agree by acclamation with
this conservation effort. The United
States Government cannot pay more
than the appraised value unless we, in
Congress, authorize them to do that.
The difference is between $6 million
and $8 million.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues,
either now or in the future, to help the
United States of America set aside the
Copper River Delta area, the Bering
River coalfield, in perpetuity for this
conservation effort.

————

GEORGIANS PROTEST FARCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the world appreciates the
courage of Georgian President, Salome
Zourabichvili, standing strong for the
people of Georgia, opposing the illegit-
imate Presidential election Saturday
in Thilisi.

For the first time, the President was
not chosen in a national election, but
by a vote of the fraudulently elected
parliament. Lithuanian Parliamen-
tarian Rasa Jukneviciene observed for
the European Parliament that select-
ing puppet, Mikheil Kavelashvili, was a
farce.

Former Georgian Ambassador Nat-
alie Sabanadze condemned Kavelashvili
as a puppet of war criminal Putin, who
has cosponsored the Russian-devised
foreign agent registration law, destroy-
ing democracy.

The people of Georgia will prevail
over Putin as Putin has lost in
Moldova, been rejected in Romania,
and is being expelled from Syria.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators puts all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent, as warned by the FBI.
Trump will reinstate existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength.

Best wishes for the continued success
of Ric Grenell, selected by President
Trump to be the presidential envoy for
special missions.

————
HONORING ROBERT E. MILSTEAD

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of a great American
and a Texan, Robert E. Milstead, who
passed away on December 6, just 1
week shy of his 97th birthday.

Mr. Milstead served his country as a
career Air Force officer, with over 5,500
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flying hours. He later joined First
State Bank in Abilene, Texas, and be-
came active in his community.

Mr. Milstead was a proud graduate of
the University of Texas, having served
as a Silver Spur and a Pi Kappa Alpha
president.

He is survived by his loving wife of 74
years, Jane, who he met in college.
They raised two incredible sons, retired
U.S. Marine Corps Lieutenant General
Robert ‘“Boomer’” Milstead, Jr., and re-
tired Austin Police Department Officer
Randy Milstead.

He is survived by 7 grandchildren, in-
cluding former communications direc-
tor, Jimmy Milstead, of my staff; and
20 great grandchildren.

Mr. Milstead lived a full life and was
greatly beloved. He will be missed, but
his legacy will long endure.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 12, 2024, at 3:55 p.m.

That the Senate passed S. 920.

That the Senate passed S. 3857.

That the Senate passed S. 4000.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 13, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 13, 2024, at 12:00 p.m.

That the Senate passed S. 59.

That the Senate passed S. 141.

That the Senate passed S. 2513.

That the Senate passed S. 2783.

That the Senate passed S. 2908.

That the Senate passed S. 4365.

That the Senate passed S. 4370.

That the Senate passed S. 5046.

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 8663.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

SECURE HANDLING OF INTERNET
ELECTRONIC DONATIONS ACT

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 9488) to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to require
the disclosure of the card verification
value as a condition of the acceptance
of online contributions made through
the use of credit or debit cards in elec-
tions for Federal office and to prohibit
the acceptance of contributions made
through the use of gift cards and pre-
paid credit cards in such elections, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 9488

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Secure Han-
dling of Internet Electronic Donations Act”
or the “SHIELD Act”.

SEC. 2. REQUIRING DISCLOSURE OF CARD
VERIFICATION VALUE AS CONDI-
TION OF ACCEPTANCE OF ONLINE
CONTRIBUTIONS MADE USING CRED-
IT OR DEBIT CARDS IN FEDERAL
ELECTIONS.

Section 302 of the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30102) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“(j)(1) No political committee shall accept
any Internet credit or debit card contribu-
tion unless—

‘“(A) the individual or entity making such
contribution is required, at the time such in-
dividual makes such contribution, to dis-
close the card verification value of such
credit or debit card; and

“(B)(1) the mailing address of the indi-
vidual or entity is located in the United
States; or

‘“(ii) in the case of a contribution made by
an individual whose mailing address is lo-
cated outside of the United States, the indi-
vidual provides the committee with the ap-
plicable information described in paragraph
(2).
‘“(2) The applicable information described
in this paragraph is as follows:

““(A) In the case of an individual who is a
citizen or national of the United States—

‘(i) the United States mailing address the
individual uses for voter registration pur-
poses;

‘“(ii) a copy of the individual’s United
States passport; or

‘‘(iii) a copy of a comparable acceptable
identification document, or the unique iden-
tifying number from such a document, for
the individual.

“(B) In the case of a contribution made by
an individual who is lawfully admitted for
permanent residence, as defined by section
101(a)(20) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(20)—

‘(i) a copy of the individual’s permanent
resident card; or
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‘‘(ii) or a copy of a comparable acceptable
identification document issued by the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

‘“(83) A political committee that accepts
any Internet credit or debit card contribu-
tion as a recurring contribution shall require
the individual or entity making such con-
tribution to comply with the requirements of
this subsection for the first such contribu-
tion, but shall not require the individual or
entity to provide the information identified
in paragraphs (1) and (2) for subsequent re-
curring contributions made using the same
credit or debit card as the initial contribu-
tion.

‘‘(4) A political committee that stores or
saves, or arranges to store or save, any cred-
it or debit card information shall require the
individual or entity making such contribu-
tion to comply with the requirements of this
subsection for the first such contribution or
at the time of storing or saving such infor-
mation, but shall not require the individual
or entity to provide the information identi-
fied in paragraphs (1) and (2) for subsequent
contributions made using the same credit or
debit card as the initial contribution.

““(5) An Internet credit or debit card con-
tribution received by a political committee
made through the use of a digital wallet
shall be treated as complying with the re-
quirements of this subsection.

‘(6) Notwithstanding subsection (b) or (c),
in the case of an Internet credit or debit card
contribution—

““(A) no later than 10 days after receiving
the contribution, the person who receives
the contribution shall forward to the treas-
urer such contribution, the name and ad-
dress of the person making the contribution,
and the date of receipt; and

‘(B) the treasurer of a political committee
shall keep an account of the name and ad-
dress of any person making any such con-
tribution, together with the date and
amount of such contribution by any person
consistent with applicable regulations of the
Commission, including regulations relating
to the period for which contribution records
must be preserved and the anonymity of cer-
tain contributors.

“(TM(A) A treasurer of a political com-
mittee shall determine whether a contribu-
tion is in compliance with this subsection. If
the treasurer is unable to verify that the ac-
ceptance of the contribution was not in vio-
lation of this subsection, the treasurer shall,
not later than 30 days after the receipt of the
contribution, refund the contribution to the
individual or entity making the contribu-
tion.

“(B) If the treasurer of a political com-
mittee shows that best efforts have been
used to comply with the requirements of this
paragraph, the committee shall be consid-
ered in compliance with this subsection.

*“(8) In this subsection—

“(A) the term ‘Internet credit or debit card
contribution’ means a contribution that—

‘(i) is made using a credit or debit card;
and

‘(ii) is received through an Internet
website or application; and

‘(B) the term ‘digital wallet’ means a soft-
ware application that stores payment or ac-
count information to facilitate traditional
payments that use bank and credit card in-
formation.”.

SEC. 3. PROHIBITING ACCEPTANCE OF CON-
TRIBUTIONS MADE USING GIFT
CARDS IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS.

Section 302 of the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30102), as amend-
ed by section 2(a), is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(k)(1) No political committee shall know-
ingly accept a contribution made through
the use of a gift certificate or store gift card,
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as such terms are defined, respectively,
under section 915(a) of the Electronic Fund
Transfer Act.

“(2)(A) A treasurer of a political com-
mittee shall determine whether a contribu-
tion is in compliance with this subsection. If
the treasurer is unable to verify that the ac-
ceptance of the contribution was not in vio-
lation of this subsection, the treasurer shall,
not later than 30 days after the receipt of the
contribution, refund the contribution to the
individual or entity making the contribu-
tion.

‘(B) If the treasurer of a political com-
mittee shows that best efforts have been
used to comply with the requirements of this
subsection, the committee shall be consid-
ered in compliance with this subsection.”.
SEC. 4. PROHIBITING AIDING OR ABETTING MAK-

ING OF CONTRIBUTION IN THE
NAME OF ANOTHER.

Section 320 of the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30122) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sen-
tence: ‘“No person shall knowingly direct,
help, or assist any person in making a con-
tribution in the name of another person.”.
SEC. 5. REGULATIONS.

(a) DEADLINE.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Federal Election Commission shall promul-
gate regulations to carry out the amend-
ments made by this Act.

(b) CONSULTATION WITH CREDIT CARD PAY-
MENT NETWORKS.—In promulgating regula-
tions under subsection (a) to carry out the
amendments made by this Act, the Commis-
sion shall consult with representatives of
payment card networks, as defined under
section 921(c) of the Electronic Fund Trans-
fer Act (156 U.S.C. 16930-2(c)), and other rel-
evant stakeholders.

SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this Act shall
apply with respect to contributions made
after the expiration of the 90-day period
which begins on the date the Commission
promulgates regulations under section 5.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill, H.R. 9488.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, before I begin, I share
my heartfelt condolences to the vic-
tims of the tragic events that took

place at Abundant Life Christian
School in Madison, Wisconsin, this
morning.

We continue to monitor the situa-
tion, but we are all thankful to the
first responders, the men and women of
law enforcement, and medical profes-
sionals who responded and answered
the call. We keep all of them, the first
responders, as well as the victims, in
our prayers today.

Mr. Speaker, coming back to the
matter at hand, across the political
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spectrum we are seeing an increase in
online political fundraising. Serious
questions have been raised related to
how criminals and, in particular, inter-
national criminals can abuse our finan-
cial and campaign finance system. We
must ensure online fundraising plat-
forms cannot be abused.

Today, I am proud to support my bill,
H.R. 9488, the Secure Handling of Inter-
net Electronic Donations Act, or the
SHIELD Act.

The SHIELD Act will strengthen
donor verification standards for polit-
ical committees. The legislation will
prohibit political committees from ac-
cepting online contributions from cred-
it or debit cards without disclosure of
the card verification value, or CVV,
and the billing address associated with
the card.

Additionally, the SHIELD Act would
prohibit political committees from ac-
cepting contributions from gift cards,
like those bought over the counter.

Finally, the SHIELD Act will
strengthen existing law that prohibits
individuals from making a contribu-
tion in the name of someone else.

With the SHIELD Act as law, the
FEC will have the authority to pursue
individuals who knowingly break the
law. This suggestion has been a top bi-
partisan legislative recommendation
from the Federal Election Commission
for years, and I am proud this legisla-
tion adopts that recommendation.

As chairman of the Committee on
House Administration, my focus has
been on increasing participation and
restoring confidence in our elections.

Nearly a year ago, my committee
launched an investigation into
ActBlue, a major online fundraising
platform.
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At the time, ActBlue did not require
a card verification value, or CVV. That
is that three- or four-digit code on the
back of the credit card that you have
to use almost anytime you transact on-
line. It wasn’t used in that case in
order to make political contributions.

Requiring the CVV is standard prac-
tice across the e-commerce industry to
reduce fraud and prevent unlawful for-
eign transactions. It is a necessary se-
curity measure that ensures the person
making the donation is actually in
physical possession of the card.

After ActBlue confirmed that it did
not require a CVV in order to make an
online contribution, I sent a letter to
the FEC urging them to initiate emer-
gency rulemaking to require that polit-
ical committees, like ActBlue, require
the CVV for donors to make online
contributions.

I also urged the FEC to initiate a
rulemaking process to prohibit polit-
ical committees from accepting online
contributions from gift cards.

For too long now, Americans have
grown weary of our election system.
We are constantly hearing reports of
how foreign actors are attempting to
influence our elections. The SHIELD
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Act makes it more difficult for foreign
entities to improperly influence our
elections through online fundraising
platforms.

Keeping foreign funding out of our
elections helps restore confidence in
our election system. Greater con-
fidence in our elections leads to great-
er participation, which is a good thing
for the whole country.

I thank Representatives STEPHANIE
BICE, LAUREL LEE, ANTHONY
D’ESPOSITO, GREG MURPHY, and KEN
CALVERT for their work and support on
this important legislation. I believe
that keeping foreign influence out of
our elections is an idea we can all get
behind.

I also thank Ranking Member
MORELLE, my Democratic colleagues
on the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, and the committee staff for
working together on this important
piece of legislation.

Americans deserve free, fair, and se-
cure elections. The SHIELD Act will
bring us one step closer to making sure
that happens. We should pass the
SHIELD Act to Kkeep foreign funding
out of our elections.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I also share my
thoughts with the folks at Abundant
Life Christian School, and certainly to
the students, the faculty, the staff, and
the parents, and keep them very close
in our hearts and very much in our
prayers.

Mr. Speaker, I speak this afternoon
in support of H.R. 9488, as amended, the
Secure Handling of Internet Electronic
Donations Act, and I extend my thanks
to Chairman STEIL and his entire staff
for their collaborative, bipartisan work
to reach consensus on this bill before
us.

House Democrats care deeply about
the integrity of our elections. That will
always be our North Star. Preventing
fraudulent fundraising practices is a
critical endeavor.

This bill would provide additional
privacy and security protections for
Americans who choose to engage in our
democratic process by donating to po-
litical campaigns online. We are grate-
ful, again, to the chair and his staff for
agreeing to a number of changes we
suggested that we believe were impor-
tant revisions to the bill.

I will just review those briefly for the
record here. For example, it includes
changes to continue allowing recipi-
ents of Social Security and veterans’
benefits to participate in the political
process through small money dona-
tions; changes that would allow donors
to continue to simplify the political
donation process by scheduling recur-
ring contributions and using saved
credit card information; changes that
further security without hampering in-
novation in how we finance our cam-
paigns by creating special rules for
contributions through digital wallets;
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and changes incorporating an FEC bi-
partisan legislative recommendation to
prohibit aiding or abetting the making
of a contribution in the name of an-
other individual. This provision codi-
fies a regulation first issued in 1989. It
includes changes to give the FEC time
to make appropriate regulations to en-
sure that payment processors and on-
line platforms can continue to securely
enable political donations.

At the same time, I will make sure
Americans understand that our polit-
ical contribution system is currently
safe and secure. ActBlue, for example,
which enables Americans to easily en-
gage in our political process, is a plat-
form that is already extremely secure
and numerous safeguards are provided
for donors.

ActBlue monitors activity on its
platform to ensure that impermissible
contributions are promptly identified
and rejected. These existing measures
prevent potential foreign contribu-
tions, protect donors from financial
fraud, and identify fraudulent online
behavior.

This bill supports the already safe
online donation system. Americans can
continue to trust that our elections,
our political systems, generally speak-
ing, are free, fair, and unaffected by
fraud.

Providing credit and debit card CVVs
in online contributions will help Amer-
icans feel secure in their contributions,
but Americans should understand that
the provision of CVVs this bill facili-
tates is in addition to numerous other
antifraud security measures that al-
ready protect credit and debit card do-
nors.

Regrettably, we have seen recent
disinformation campaigns against the
platform. Allegations of fraudulent
donor schemes involving ActBlue, how-
ever, have been discredited and criti-
cized by campaign finance experts.

These campaigns distort and often
misunderstand campaign finance data.

I want all Americans to know our
system is safe and that you should feel
free to participate in it. That is what
my support for this measure is all
about today. We can further strengthen
the security of our online donation sys-
tems and inspire donors who feel
moved to participate.

I appreciate the work that has gone
into this bill, the opportunity to en-
sure the record correctly reflects the
secure reality of online donation sys-
tems, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, as I
said, we support this bill strongly here.
This is a critical priority for us to
make sure Americans continue to have
safety and feel confident in their sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.
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Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I urge pas-
sage of this bill. This is one step for-
ward in making sure that online con-
tribution platforms are secure from
foreign interference, and I encourage
passage of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
STEIL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9488, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ““A bill to amend the Fed-
eral Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
require the disclosure of the card veri-
fication value as a condition of the ac-
ceptance of online contributions made
through the use of credit or debit cards
in elections for Federal office and to
prohibit the acceptance of contribu-
tions made through the use of gift
cards in such elections, and for other
purposes.’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NO CONGRESSIONALLY OBLIGATED
RECURRING REVENUE USED AS
PENSIONS TO INCARCERATED
OFFICIALS NOW ACT

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
932) to amend title 5, United States
Code, to provide for the halt in pension
payments for Members of Congress sen-
tenced for certain offenses, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 932

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““No Congres-
sionally Obligated Recurring Revenue Used
as Pensions To Incarcerated Officials Now
Act” or the “No CORRUPTION Act”.

SEC. 2. FORFEITURE OF PENSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8332(0) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and
(6) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (7), respec-
tively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), an in-
dividual convicted of an offense described in
paragraph (2) shall not be eligible to receive
any payment of an annuity pursuant to the
retirement system under this subchapter or
chapter 84, except that this sentence applies
only to such payments based on service ren-
dered as a Member (irrespective of when ren-
dered).

‘(B) If the conviction of an individual de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) is overturned on
appeal by a court of competent jurisdiction,
the individual shall receive payments that
the individual would have received but for
the application of subparagraph (A).

‘(C) This paragraph applies only to a con-
viction that occurs after the date of enact-
ment of the No Congressionally Obligated
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Recurring Revenue Used as Pensions To In-
carcerated Officials Now Act.”’;

(3) in paragraph (5)(B)(i), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘paragraph (5)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph (6)’’; and

(4) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘paragraph (4)(B)” and inserting
“‘paragraph (5)(B)”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 719(e)(2) of title 38, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section
8332(0)(5)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 8332(0)(6)’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and sub-
mit extraneous material on the bill, S.
932, the No CORRUPTION Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this measure will halt
annuity payments for Members of Con-
gress sentenced for public corruption
charges. This includes charges of brib-
ery of public officials and witnesses,
acting as an agent of a foreign prin-
cipal, or engaging in conspiracy to
commit an offense to defraud the
United States.

Under current law, a Member of Con-
gress who is convicted on public cor-
ruption charges is prohibited from re-
ceiving their congressional pension.
That said, Members may continue re-
ceiving pension payments while appeal-
ing their conviction.

The No CORRUPTION Act addresses
this gap and will withhold pension pay-
ments immediately upon conviction. If
the conviction is overturned on appeal,
the pension will be restored. The Mem-
ber will be able to receive any benefits
withheld.

This is a commonsense measure for
the House to consider and pass.

Let’s be clear: A Member of Congress
convicted of public corruption charges
should not be paid at taxpayer expense.
The bipartisan measure was introduced
by Senators RICK ScCOTT and JACKY
ROSEN and passed the Senate this sum-
mer. I am pleased to bring the measure
forward to ensure accountability for
Members of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of S. 932, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
932.

Passed with unanimous consent by
the Senate, S. 932 will close loopholes
and tighten an already existing prohi-
bition on Members collecting retire-
ment benefits that were accrued during
their time in Congress if they are con-
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victed of a crime of public corruption
committed during congressional serv-
ice.

Currently, convicted former Members
can continue to collect their govern-
ment pension while going through the
judicial appeals process.

This bill ends that practice.

Public service is often referred to as
a ‘‘higher calling,” and there is no
greater professional privilege than to
be elected to this body. By sending us
here, our constituents place an enor-
mous amount of trust in us, and it is
our obligation to reward that trust by
carrying out our constitutional respon-
sibilities to them with honor and integ-
rity.

That is the contract we agree to
when we ask for someone’s vote and
they give it to us. That compact is the
keystone of a legitimate government.
It is what separates a democracy from
a kleptocracy.

The overwhelming majority of our
colleagues who serve do so with integ-
rity. They are here for the right rea-
sons. They honor the oath we all swear.
They use the powers of the office to
further the interests of their constitu-
ents, not to unjustly enrich them-
selves.

For those who don’t, we must send a
clear and unequivocal message that
corruption will not be tolerated. For
the sake of the country, it cannot be
tolerated, and this bill sends that mes-
sage.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the distin-
guished gentleman from South Caro-
lina (Mr. NORMAN), my friend, for his
leadership on this as well as all my col-
leagues. I certainly thank the chair for
his bipartisan work on this.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) to speak on the
bill.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman STEIL and Congressman
MORELLE for leading the charge on
this.

Like many things, the public does
not know the dollars that are going to
politicians who corrupt the system,
game the system, and then get paid for
it, as Congressman STEIL and Congress-
man MORELLE mentioned.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the Senate companion to my legisla-
tion, the No CORRUPTION Act. This
legislation gives us an opportunity to
rectify the abuse of taxpayer dollars.

Under current law, Members of Con-
gress who have been convicted of var-
ious crimes related to public corrup-
tion remain eligible to receive a tax-
payer-funded pension until all avenues
have been exhausted. This can take
years, and it has taken years. Even if
the appeal is unsuccessful, there is no
clawback on the funds that have been
wrongly paid. It is in the hands of the
politician who violated their oath when
they came to Congress.

The No CORRUPTION Act fixes that
loophole by immediately stripping a

December 16, 2024

Member’s pension upon initial convic-
tion rather than final conviction. If an
appeal was successful, the money halt-
ed by this legislation would be paid
back fully so the Member is not out the
money.

With this simple reform, taxpayer
money is not given to criminals, and
the interest of taxpayers is balanced
with the rights of the accused.

Americans would be outraged if they
knew about the various perks that
former Members of Congress, many
who have been in the news recently, re-
ceive. Pension payments to those who
have been convicted of a crime is yet
another example of wasteful spending
that needs to be terminated, and it
needs to be terminated now.

It is time for Members of Congress to
start acting like everyday Americans,
not elite politicians sheltered by their
own rules.

Those who serve in Congress—and it
is such an honor to serve in this body—
should be held to the highest of stand-
ards in order to instill trust and con-
fidence in our government. Anyone
who does not measure up should not re-
ceive a taxpayer-funded pension, which
for some Members can surpass $70,000
per year.

The Speaker pro tempore. The time
of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Senators JACKY ROSEN and RICK SCOTT
for their bipartisan work in getting
this legislation passed by unanimous
consent in the Senate, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same and pass it.
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Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I again
thank my friend, Mr. NORMAN, for
doing this. I think most people watch-
ing this would find it hard to believe
this wasn’t already the law of the
United States, but we are going to do
that. I thank him for his leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I will simply say that
this is important in building and re-
building the trust that Americans, in
some cases, have lost in this institu-
tion. I am grateful for this.

I thank my colleague and dear friend,
the chairman of this committee, for
bringing the bill forward. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
my colleague, Mr. NORMAN, for his
work on this commonsense legislation.
It is good to see, in the home stretch of
the year, that we are still able to get
some commonsense legislation across
the floor of the House and, hopefully,
signed into law in the near future, as
this bill already passed the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
STEIL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 932.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE
RECORDS OF CONGRESS SUNSET
ACT OF 2024

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 9489) to sunset the Advisory Com-
mittee on the Records of Congress, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 9489

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Advisory Committee on the Records of
Congress Sunset Act of 2024”°.

SEC. 2. MANAGEMENT AND PRESERVATION OF
THE RECORDS OF CONGRESS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘Archivist’” means the Archi-
vist of the United States;

(2) the term ‘‘Clerk’” means the Clerk of
the House of Representatives;

(3) the term ‘‘Director’” means the Director
of the Center for Legislative Archives of the
National Archives, or any successor thereto;

(4) the term ‘‘Member of Congress’ means
a Member of the Senate or the House of Rep-
resentatives, a Delegate to the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Resident Commissioner
from Puerto Rico; and

(5) the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of the Senate.

(b) REPORTING.—Not later than February 1
of the second calendar year beginning after
the date of enactment of this Act, and every
calendar year thereafter, the Director shall
submit to the Archivist, the Secretary, and
the Clerk a report on the management and
preservation of the records of Congress dur-
ing the previous year.

(c) REVIEW.—The Archivist, the Secretary,
and the Clerk shall meet to review the man-
agement and preservation of the records of
Congress and Members of Congress—

(1) not later than 60 days after the date on
which the Director submits a report under
subsection (b); and

(2) not later than 180 days after the date on
which an individual is appointed to the posi-
tion of Archivist, Secretary, or Clerk.

(d) SUNSET OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Ef-
fective on the date that is 60 days after en-
actment, title 44 of the United States Code is
amended—

(1) by striking chapter 27;

(2) by striking the table of sections relat-
ing to chapter 27; and

(3) in the table of chapters, by striking the
item relating to chapter 27.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
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clude extraneous material on the bill,
H.R. 9489.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
9489, the Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congress Sunset Act. This
measure will sunset an outdated advi-
sory committee and replace it with
meaningful reporting requirements.

The Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congress was created in 1990
to assist with management and preser-
vation. Since then, the advisory com-
mittee has released six detailed reports
and continues to meet semiannually.
This advisory committee has success-
fully met its purpose of advising Con-
gress on records management and pres-
ervation.

Today, the House Clerk, Secretary of
the Senate, and National Archives rep-
resentatives regularly connect on
records management. This close work-
ing relationship renders the regular
convening of the advisory committee
as a check-the-box exercise.

Based on feedback we received from
House officers and advisory committee
members, this legislation sunsets the
advisory committee and replaces it
with reporting requirements of the
House, Senate, and Center of the Legis-
lative Archives. This will ensure
records management and preservation
while saving taxpayer dollars on repet-
itive convenings.

I would like to take a moment to
thank the House Clerk and their team
for their work on this advisory com-
mittee.

I also would like to recognize the
service of Danna Bell, the House
Clerk’s appointee to the advisory com-
mittee, who passed away earlier this
yvear. Ms. Bell was a librarian, archi-
vist, former president of the Society of
American Archivists, and a helpful re-
source for our team as we learned more
about this advisory committee. She
was a dedicated public servant com-
mitted to service. I offer my condo-
lences to her family, friends, and col-
leagues.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of H.R. 9489, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 9489. I also echo the words by
my colleague and friend, Mr. STEIL, re-
garding the life of Danna Bell, who
worked here in the House. She had a
long record of many contributions to
not only this institution but our coun-
try.

I rise in support of H.R. 9489, the bi-
partisan legislation that would sunset
the Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congress, allowing us to al-
locate our limited resources more effi-
ciently. The advisory committee, as
my friend has indicated, was estab-
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lished in 1990 and was tasked with re-
viewing and advising Congress and the
National Archives on the management
and preservation of congressional
records.

The House Clerk, one of the commit-
tee’s leaders, has suggested it sunset,
as it has fulfilled its primary objec-
tives and is no longer necessary for ad-
dressing the evolving challenges of pre-
serving congressional records.

Over the past 34 years, advancements
in technology and the increasing vol-
ume of materials to be preserved have
dramatically changed, and the land-
scape of record preservation has
changed with it.

By disbanding this advisory com-
mittee, we can redirect valuable re-
sources toward enhancing modern
archiving practices while saving tax-
payer dollars. As we all know, congres-
sional resources are finite—I think we
know that all too well—and need to be
used efficiently to ensure the contin-
ued success of this institution and its
service on behalf of the American peo-
ple.

I extend my thanks to the House
Clerk, the Honorable Kevin McCumber,
and his entire team for their leadership
on this initiative.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I thank my
colleagues and the staff for doing this
and for the leadership of the Clerk’s Of-
fice to find a way for us to end prac-
tices that are no longer useful and
allow us to be able to focus more on
the challenges we face moving forward.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague, Mr. MORELLE, for his work
on this. As we all know, in the United
States House of Representatives, actu-
ally sunsetting almost anything is one
of the most challenging projects you
can do, and I am proud to say that we
have accomplished that with this piece
of legislation.

The process involved a lot of work
from the Clerk and others to make sure
this was done. A little bit of efficiency
in the House can go a long way. Take
the wins where you get them.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of sunsetting this advi-
sory committee, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
STEIL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9489.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HOUSE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE
COUNSEL MODERNIZATION ACT

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 9487) to amend the Legislative
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Reorganization Act of 1970 to authorize
the Legislative Counsel of the House of
Representatives to designate more
than one of the attorneys of the Office
of the Legislative Counsel as a Deputy
Legislative Counsel, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 9487

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘House Office
of Legislative Counsel Modernization Act’.

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF MULTIPLE DEPUTY
LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Section 522(b)(1) of the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 (2
U.S.C. 282a(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) by amending the first sentence to read
as follows: ‘“The Legislative Counsel shall
designate one or more of the attorneys ap-
pointed under subsection (a) as a Deputy
Legislative Counsel.”’; and

(2) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘the
Deputy Legislative Counsel shall perform
the functions of the Legislative Counsel.”
and inserting ‘‘the functions of the Legisla-
tive Counsel shall be performed by a Deputy
Legislative Counsel. If there is more than
one Deputy Legislative Counsel, the Deputy
Legislative Counsel who shall perform such
functions shall be determined in accordance
with the order specified in a notice filed with
the Speaker and the Minority Leader of the
House by the Legislative Counsel.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
522(b)(2) of such Act (2 U.S.C. 282a(b)(2)) is
amended by striking ‘‘Deputy Legislative
Counsel” and inserting ‘‘Deputy Legislative
Counsels™.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 9487,
the House Office of Legislative Counsel
Modernization Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 9487, the
House Office of Legislative Counsel
Modernization Act.

Originally called the Legislative
Drafting Service, the Office of the Leg-
islative Counsel has been providing leg-
islative drafting services to the House
for over 100 years. Since its inception,
the office has helped countless Mem-
bers of Congress turn their legislative
ideas into thoughtful, meaningful bills
and amendment text.

This legislation addresses a need
raised by the Legislative Counsel team
to help manage their team of experts.
It would allow the designation of more
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than one Deputy Legislative Counsel to
help manage their office. Passage
would give the Legislative Counsel
flexibility to meet staffing needs and
handle vacancies as they arise.

This small change would allow the
Legislative Counsel to name one dep-
uty to fulfill leadership responsibilities
for the office upon a vacancy or any
other issue. A well-equipped Legisla-
tive Counsel Office helps us as Mem-
bers deliver for our constituents.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have
worked with Ranking Member
MORELLE on this effort to assist our
Legislative Counsel. I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H.R. 9487,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 9487. This bipartisan bill
amends the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1970 to clarify the responsibil-
ities of the Deputy Legislative Counsel
and grant the Legislative Counsel the
authority to designate a deputy to
carry out their duties in the event of
an absence or vacancy in the position.

We may be repeating ourselves quite
a bit here, but I think that just indi-
cates our support and cooperation that
we were able to generate to pass this
package of bills, which I am grateful
for.

The Office of the Legislative Counsel,
as my learned colleague has indicated,
plays an essential role in supporting
the work of Congress by providing im-
partial and confidential drafting serv-
ices to Members and committees. The
office is critical in our ability to func-
tion as an institution, and it enables us
to work more efficiently on behalf of
the American people.

The expert attorneys within the Of-
fice of the Legislative Counsel draft
tens of thousands of bills and resolu-
tions each Congress. That number
grows exponentially when accounting
for the many drafts of measures as
they are refined, as well as the increas-
ing number of amendments submitted
by Members to the various committees.

I would like to take a moment to
briefly recognize two of those attor-
neys right now. First, I thank Wade
Ballou for his more than 40 years of
service with the office. That service
culminated with his appointment to
Legislative Counsel in 2016. Wade re-
cently announced his retirement. I
wish him well as he moves into the
next phase of his professional and per-
sonal life.

I also recognize the Deputy Legisla-
tive Counsel, Noah Wofsy, for his out-
standing leadership. He and his team
do a masterful job of supporting the
House’s legislative agenda, including
the Committee on House Administra-
tion in particular. We would not have
been able to bring this measure to the
floor or any others without their dedi-
cation, patience, and commitment to
task.

As the demands on the Office of the
Legislative Counsel will undoubtedly
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continue to grow, it is vital we provide
its attorneys with the support nec-
essary for them to perform their jobs
effectively. This includes ensuring the
office has succession plans in place to
maintain the continuity of congres-
sional operations.

While this legislation may seem mod-
est in scope, it is a critical step in
strengthening the resilience of our in-
stitution, so I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank my friend
and colleague, Mr. STEIL, chairman of
our committee, and the staff for their
work on this.

Mr. Speaker, for all the reasons pre-
viously articulated, I think this is a
fine piece of legislation that helps
move the institution forward. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to support the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I urge pas-
sage of this piece of legislation. As my
colleague said, it may be modest in
scope, but sometimes you take a small
step forward when you can get it.

I am appreciative of all those who
work in the Legislative Counsel’s Of-
fice. My colleague recognized a few by
name, and I second that comment. I
think it is important to recognize the
hard work that goes on inside the Of-
fice of the Legislative Counsel. This
opportunity to modernize it to allow it
to operate a little more efficiently is
well worth our support.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
STEIL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9487.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL CONGRES-
SIONAL TIME CAPSULE ACT

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6394) to provide for the creation
of a Congressional time capsule in
commemoration of the
semiquincentennial of the TUnited
States, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6394

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may Dbe cited as
“Semiquincentennial Congressional
Capsule Act”.

SEC. 2. SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL CONGRESSIONAL
TIME CAPSULE.

(a) CREATION BY ARCHITECT OF THE CAP-
ITOL.—The Architect of the Capitol shall cre-
ate a Congressional time capsule, to be

the
Time



December 16, 2024

known as the ‘“‘Semiquincentennial Congres-
sional Time Capsule” (in this Act referred to
as the “Time Capsule”’).

(b) CONTENTS.—

(1) DETERMINATION BY CONGRESSIONAL LEAD-
ERSHIP.—The Office of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Office of the Mi-
nority Leader of the House of Representa-
tives, Office of the Majority Leader of the
Senate, and Office of the Minority Leader of
the Senate shall jointly determine the con-
tents of the Time Capsule, taking into ac-
count the requirements of paragraph (2).

(2) SPECIFICATIONS.—The contents of the
Time Capsule shall include—

(A) a representative portion of all books,
manuscripts, miscellaneous printed matter,
memorabilia, relics, and other materials re-
lating to the United States
Semiquincentennial;

(B) copies or representations of important
legislative and institutional milestones of
Congress during the time before the Time
Capsule is buried;

(C) a message from Congress to the future
Congress when the Time Capsule will be
opened; and

(D) such other content as the offices de-
scribed in paragraph (1) consider appropriate.

(3) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this
subsection, the offices described in para-
graph (1) may consult with the Architect of
the Capitol, the Secretary of the Smithso-
nian Institution, and such other entities of
the Federal Government as the offices con-
sider appropriate.

(c) DUTIES OF ARCHITECT.—The Architect of
the Capitol shall—

(1) prepare the Time Capsule to be sealed
and buried on the West Lawn of the Capitol,
at a location specified by the Architect, on
or before July 4th, 2026, at a time which
would permit individuals attending this
event to also attend the burial of a time cap-
sule in Independence Mall in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, under section 7(f)(1) of the
United States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion Act of 2016 (36 U.S.C. 101 note prec.); and

(2) install a plaque to provide such infor-
mation about the Time Capsule as the Archi-
tect considers appropriate.

(d) UNSEALING.—The Time Capsule shall be
sealed until July 4th, 2276, on which date the
Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall present the Time Capsule to the 244th
Congress, and such Congress shall determine
how the contents within should be preserved
or used.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill,
H.R. 639%4.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
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Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 6394. This bi-
partisan legislation would authorize a
time capsule to be buried on the Cap-
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itol grounds to mark the Nation’s
semiquincentennial.

America is turning 250 on July 4,
2026. This time capsule represents one
way that Congress will participate in
the Nation’s yearlong celebration of
democracy and freedom.

The contents of the capsule will be
sealed by the Office of the Speaker of
the House, Office of the Minority Lead-
er of the House, and Offices of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders of the Sen-
ate.

The contents of the capsule will re-
main sealed until July 2, 2276, the Na-
tion’s 500th anniversary.

Representative WATSON COLEMAN in-
troduced H.R. 6394 as a member of the
commission, together with an addi-
tional 54 cosponsors.

The Architect of the Capitol has pro-
vided technical input to the commis-
sion and would work with the congres-
sional leadership to implement the
capsule.

I am pleased to have Ranking Mem-
ber MORELLE’s efforts and support on
this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this and vote in
favor of H.R. 639%4.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 6394. This bipartisan legisla-
tion, as my colleague has indicated,
would authorize the Architect of the
Capitol to bury a time capsule com-
memorating the 250th anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on July 4, 2026, to be opened
on our Nation’s 500th anniversary in
the year 2276.

I will note parenthetically, one of my
favorite lines in the musical Hamilton
says: ‘“‘Legacy. What is a legacy? It’s
planting seeds in a garden you never
get to see.” I think this qualifies for
that. I suspect I won’t be here at the
opening of the time capsule.

Nonetheless, the items in the capsule
will be determined by bipartisan, bi-
cameral congressional leaders and in-
clude written materials relating to the
anniversary, representations of notable
legislative and institutional mile-
stones, and a message from this Con-
gress to our future colleagues in the
244th Congress.

The upcoming anniversary marks a
powerful testament to the resilience of
the American experiment. Our Nation
has faced countless tests to our
strength and unity, including a civil
war, two world wars, natural disasters,
and more.

Yet, through each challenge, this
country has stood strong and remains
committed to fulfilling the ideals set
forth in the Declaration of Independ-
ence nearly 250 years ago.

As we face new challenges in a time
of deep division, partisanship, and ex-
tremism, this anniversary serves as a
reminder of our shared responsibility
to uphold the values of liberty and
equality championed by our Founding
Fathers.
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I extend my thanks to the United
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion for its leadership in planning for
this momentous occasion. I particu-
larly commend my colleague and
friend, Congresswoman WATSON COLE-
MAN, for her introduction of this meas-
ure.

I also acknowledge the service of my
fellow New Yorker, former Representa-
tive Joe Crowley, who has lent his time
and efforts to the work of the commis-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to seeing
the items chosen for the time capsule
and recommend my colleagues’ support
for this measure.

I thank my friend and colleague for
putting the bill before to the House and
for his leadership in this regard.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New Jersey (Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN).

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, the signing of the Declaration
of Independence on July 4, 1776, was an
essential milestone in the progress of
all humanity toward a more fair, just,
and democratic society, work that con-
tinues to this day.

As we reflect on the last 250 years of
progress toward those ideals, we must
impart the lessons that we have
learned to future generations. As co-
founder and co-chair of the Congres-
sional America2b60 Caucus along with
my co-chairs, Mr. EVANS, Mr. ADER-
HOLT, and Ms. SALAZAR, it is an honor
to see this legislation come forward
today as just one small part of our Na-
tion’s 250th anniversary celebration.

This bill, as you know, authorizes the
Architect of the Capitol to create the
time capsule and have it buried on the
west lawn to remain sealed until July
2276, the Nation’s 500th anniversary.

The contents will include items that
represent important legislation and in-
stitutional milestones of Congress, a
message from the 119th Congress to the
244th Congress, and other items that
reflect our history.

No one here today will see it, as has
been said, but to be redundant, an old
Greek proverb goes: ‘A society grows
great when old men plant trees whose
shade they know they shall never sit
in.”

This body does its best work when we
don’t seek fame or followers, renown or
retweets, but rather when we work so
that distant generations of Americans
for whom our names will be mere foot-
notes will enjoy the fruits of our work
here today.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, again, I encourage sup-
port from my colleagues for this bill.

I will use this moment, if I can, as
these are likely the final bills of our
committee for the 118th Congress, to
certainly thank my friend, Mr. STEIL,
for his cooperation, his leadership, and
his friendship during the last 2 years.

I thank all the members of the com-
mittee and certainly all the members
of the staff on both sides of the aisle
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who worked diligently each and every
day. I know there is a lot of work that
goes on behind the scenes.

While we at times disagree, I think
we work very well together in our in-
terests collectively as to advance the
work of this great institution and the
support and service of the American
people, and I thank the gentleman for
that.

To all of my colleagues and those lis-
tening, I wish them the very happiest
whatever their holiday tradition or
faith tradition is. Merry Christmas,
happy Hanukkah, and to everyone, I
wish them a very, very healthy and
happy New Year.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I echo my colleague’s
remarks. It is true, we don’t always
agree on every policy issue of the day,
but it is an honor to work with him. As
is shown by these five pieces of legisla-
tion, this is a real opportunity for us to
work together to move this institution
and this country ahead.

As noted by my colleague, this would
not be possible without the hard-
working staff of both the majority and
minority side, mnavigating through
thorny issues at times. I thank my col-
league and all the members of the com-
mittee as well as the staff for their
hard work over the course of this Con-
gress to make sure that the important
work of this institution, but more im-
portantly of the American people, is
getting done.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this legislation before us, as we have
done with the previous four.

As my colleague jokingly said he
does not suspect he will be here in 250
years when this capsule is opened in
2276. May the RECORD reflect I know I
won’t be here in 250 years, but I do
think those that are here and open this
capsule will be able to reflect back at
the time we have spent working on be-
half of our country here.

Mr. Speaker, I support and urge its
passage, and I yield back balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
STEIL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6394, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FEDERAL BROADBAND
DEPLOYMENT TRACKING ACT

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3343) to require the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information to submit to
Congress a plan for the Assistant Sec-
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retary to track the acceptance, proc-
essing, and disposal of certain Form
299s, and for other purposes.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 3343

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal
Broadband Deployment Tracking Act”.

SEC. 2. PLAN FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO
TRACK THE ACCEPTANCE, PROC-
ESSING, AND DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN
FORM 299S.

(a) PLAN.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Assist-
ant Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a plan con-
taining a description of—

(1) the process by which the Assistant Sec-
retary proposes to—

(A) track the acceptance, processing, and
disposal of each Form 299 for communica-
tions use authorization;

(B) provide applicants additional trans-
parency with respect to the status of the ap-
plicable Form 299 for communications use
authorization; and

(C) most expeditiously implement the plan;
and

(2) any potential barriers to implementing
the plan that are identified by the Assistant
Secretary.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate.

(2) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’ means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information.

(3) COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY.—The term
‘‘communications facility’’ has the meaning
given the term communications facility in-
stallation in section 6409(d) of the Middle
Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012
(47 U.S.C. 1455(d)).

(4) COMMUNICATIONS USE.—The term ‘‘com-
munications use’” means the placement and
operation of a communications facility.

(6) COMMUNICATIONS USE AUTHORIZATION.—
The term ‘‘communications use authoriza-
tion” means an easement, right-of-way,
lease, license, or other authorization—

(A) provided by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior or the Secretary of Agriculture;

(B) to locate or modify a communications
facility on covered land; and

(C) for the primary purpose of authorizing
the occupancy and use of such covered land
for communications use.

(6) COVERED LAND.—The term
land’” means—

(A) public lands; and

(B) National Forest System land.

(7) FORM 299.—The term ‘“‘Form 299’ means
the form established under section
6409(b)(2)(A) of the Middle Class Tax Relief
and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C.
1455(b)(2)(A)), or any successor form.

(8) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM.—The term
‘“‘National Forest System’ has the meaning
given the term in section 11(a) of the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)).

(99 PuBLIC LANDS.—The term ‘‘public
lands” means land under the management
of—

(A) the Bureau of Land Management;

(B) the National Park Service;

“‘covered
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(C) the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service; or

(D) the Bureau of Reclamation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. SOTO) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3343, the Federal Broadband De-
ployment Tracking Act. This bill re-
quires the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administra-
tion to develop a plan for tracking the
broadband permitting applications on
Federal lands.

Broadband is essential to participate
in everyday activities. Americans rely
on their internet for their work,
healthcare, education, and more. Con-
gress has provided billions of dollars to
close the digital divide. The NTIA is in
the process of administering the $42.45
billion BEAD program and must ensure
that these dollars are spent wisely.

Too often, broadband deployment is
delayed or prevented due to unneces-
sary red tape in the form of burden-
some permitting requirements. Federal
agencies are some of the biggest cul-
prits behind the red tape, delaying the
deployment of broadband to the com-
munities that are in need.

The process of application approval
for some of these permits has unfortu-
nately become duplicative, ineffective,
and time consuming. Worse, there is no
transparency in the process.

Opaque Federal permitting review
processes leave applicants in the dark
on whether their application is com-
plete, where it is in the review process,
and when they can finally expect a de-
cision.

The Federal Broadband Deployment
Tracking Act addresses these concerns
by providing clarity into the Federal
permitting process, giving applicants
transparency into the status of their
reviews and improving the processing
speed and disposition of applications.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important
moment in time, and we must do all we
can to ensure that every American can
access reliable broadband.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3343, the Federal Broadband Deploy-
ment Tracking Act.
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Over the past 4 years, the Biden ad-
ministration has worked hard to imple-
ment historic investments made by
Congress in the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture law to expand broadband access to
all Americans.

This includes the $42 billion BEAD
program, which will empower States
and territories to close the digital di-
vide and bring high-speed, affordable
internet to unserved and underserved
communities.

It should come as no surprise that
many of the communities lacking
internet access are rural, remote, and
sparsely populated areas. Like in my
own district, areas like Kenansville,
Deer Park, Bull Creek, and Yeehaw
Junction. Bringing this infrastructure
to them will, in many cases, require
crossing large geographic areas.

This is especially true in many of our
Western States where significant
amounts of territory are owned and
managed by the Federal Government.
H.R. 3343 is going to help bring more
transparency to the status and
progress of applications to deploy com-
munications infrastructure on publicly
owned and managed lands.

The bill requires the National Tele-
communications and Information Ad-
ministration to develop and implement
a plan to assist communications pro-
viders in navigating the burdens of de-
ploying communications infrastructure
on public lands.

Ultimately, this bill should lead to
more robust collaboration between
those responsible for reviewing permit
applications for Federal lands and com-
munications providers who are trying
to bring high-speed internet to all of
our constituents.

O 1500

I thank Representative PFLUGER for
his leadership on this bill that I was
happy to co-introduce with him. This
bipartisan legislation is the product of
regular order, and I am pleased to see
it taken up by the full House today.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support this bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PFLUGER), the bill’s sponsor.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Ohio for yielding
me time.

I rise in support of my legislation,
the Federal Broadband Deployment
Tracking Act. This bill is essential to
improving transparency and efficiency
in the broadband deployment process,
which will help close the digital divide
for rural Americans.

According to a 2024 GAO study on
broadband deployment, the BLM and
Forest Service, which handle most of
the permitting reviews on Federal
lands, often exceed the 270-day statu-
tory deadline for processing applica-
tions. Lengthy application reviews, ex-
cessive fees, and complex environ-
mental and historic preservation re-
views mean delays in providing service
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and higher prices leaving ordinary
Americans without basic broadband
services.

My legislation is simple. It requires
the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration to submit
a comprehensive plan to Congress with-
in 180 days detailing how the agency
will track the acceptance, processing,
and disposal of broadband permitting
applications on Federal lands. These
applications are essential for accessing
easements and rights-of-way to build
or maintain telecommunications infra-
structure. The NTIA will also be re-
sponsible for detailing how quickly
they will implement their plan and any
potential barriers that they could face.

The Federal Broadband Deployment
Tracking Act is a critical step toward
a more connected America. By enhanc-
ing government accountability and ac-
celerating broadband deployment, we
are not just improving a process, we
are investing in the future of our Na-
tion. This act will help ensure that in-
vestments in Dbroadband expansion
reach Americans more quickly and ef-
fectively.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation. To-
gether, we can close the digital divide
and create a more connected future for
all Americans.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I have no
other speakers, if the gentleman is
ready to close. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, it is time to
get this done for the American people.
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, this bill is
very essential because, again, as we
have seen, broadband is absolutely es-
sential for everyday Americans.

As we think about what happened
during COVID, Americans were shut in,
and they relied on broadband for every-
thing from education to telehealth to
business. It went across the board.

It is absolutely essential we get this
bill passed today, and I urge passage of
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3343.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PROMOTING UNITED STATES
WIRELESS LEADERSHIP ACT OF
2023

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1377) to direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communica-
tions and Information to take certain
actions to enhance the representation
of the United States and promote
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United States leadership in commu-
nications standards-setting bodies, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1377

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Promoting
United States Wireless Leadership Act of
2023”.

SEC. 2. REPRESENTATION AND LEADERSHIP OF
UNITED STATES IN COMMUNICA-
TIONS STANDARDS-SETTING BODIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to enhance the
representation of the United States and pro-
mote United States leadership in standards-
setting bodies that set standards for 5G net-
works and for future generations of wireless
communications networks, the Assistant
Secretary shall, in consultation with the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology—

(1) equitably encourage participation by
companies and a wide variety of relevant
stakeholders, but not including any company
or relevant stakeholder that the Assistant
Secretary has determined to be not trusted,
(to the extent such standards-setting bodies
allow such stakeholders to participate) in
such standards-setting bodies; and

(2) equitably offer technical expertise to
companies and a wide variety of relevant
stakeholders, but not including any company
or relevant stakeholder that the Assistant
Secretary has determined to be not trusted,
(to the extent such standards-setting bodies
allow such stakeholders to participate) to fa-
cilitate such participation.

(b) STANDARDS-SETTING BODIES.—The
standards-setting bodies referred to in sub-
section (a) include—

(1) the International
Standardization;

(2) the voluntary standards-setting bodies
that develop protocols for wireless devices
and other equipment, such as the 3GPP and
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers; and

(3) any standards-setting body accredited
by the American National Standards Insti-
tute or Alliance for Telecommunications In-
dustry Solutions.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Assistant Secretary shall brief the Commit-
tees on Energy and Commerce and Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Committees on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and Foreign Relations of the
Senate on a strategy to carry out subsection
(a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) 3GPP.—The term ‘“3GPP’’ means the 3rd
Generation Partnership Project.

(2) 5G NETWORK.—The term ‘‘5G network”
means a fifth-generation mobile network as
described by 3GPP Release 15 or higher.

(3) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’” means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information.

(4) CLOUD COMPUTING.—The term ‘‘cloud
computing’’ has the meaning given the term
in Special Publication 800-145 of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology, enti-
tled ‘““The NIST Definition of Cloud Com-
puting’’, published in September 2011, or any
successor publication.

(6) COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK.—The term
‘“‘communications network’” means any of
the following:

(A) A system enabling the transmission,
between or among points specified by the
user, of information of the user’s choosing.

Organization for
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(B) Cloud computing resources.

(C) A network or system used to access
cloud computing resources.

(6) NOT TRUSTED.—The term ‘‘not trusted”
means, with respect to a company or stake-
holder, that the company or stakeholder is
determined by the Assistant Secretary to
pose a threat to the national security of the
United States. In making such a determina-
tion, the Assistant Secretary shall rely sole-
ly on one or more of the following deter-
minations:

(A) A specific determination made by any
executive branch interagency body with ap-
propriate national security expertise, includ-
ing the Federal Acquisition Security Council
established under section 1322(a) of title 41,
United States Code.

(B) A specific determination made by the
Department of Commerce pursuant to Execu-
tive Order No. 13873 (84 Fed. Reg. 22689; relat-
ing to securing the information and commu-
nications technology and services supply
chain).

(C) Whether a company or stakeholder pro-
duces or provides covered telecommuni-
cations equipment or services, as defined in
section 889(f)(3) of the John S. McCain Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1918).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. SOTO) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1377, the Promoting United
States Wireless Leadership Act.

For decades, the United States has
led the development of next-generation
wireless technology. To maintain lead-
ership and defend against our foreign
adversaries, we must continue to focus
on bolstering the foundational ele-
ments, like standards development, to
make sure the United States continues
to lead on future technological ad-
vancements.

As these standards are set in global,
industry-led standards bodies, we must
enhance participation by U.S. compa-
nies and remain vigilant so that bad
actors don’t game the system for their
own economic and national security in-
terests. To keep accountability and en-
sure proper transparency, we must en-
courage participation by trusted, like-
minded partners.

The National Telecommunications
and Information Administration plays
a central role in these efforts as the ex-
ecutive branch agency with technical
expertise on wireless innovation. They
have decades of experience working
with the industry and other stake-
holders to develop these technical
standards globally.
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I thank the dedicated career staff
who worked tirelessly to advance U.S.
global wireless leadership. As we move
into the next decade, it is critical that
we continue to enhance participation
in critical standards-setting bodies and
preserve U.S. wireless leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1377, the Promoting United States
Wireless Leadership Act. This legisla-
tion is an important step toward ensur-
ing that the national and global bodies
crafting standards for next-generation
wireless technologies, such as 6G and
Wi-Fi 8, include significant representa-
tion from trusted American companies
and those from allied countries.

H.R. 1377 accomplishes this objective
by requiring the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and In-
formation to encourage and facilitate
the participation of trusted companies
and stakeholders in the domestic and
international standards-setting bodies
for wireless technologies. The Assist-
ant Secretary must also brief Congress
within 60 days of the bill becoming law
on the strategy to accomplish these ob-
jectives.

It is crucial that American and allied
interests are well-represented at these
standards-setting bodies. If the United
States is not a leader in shaping the
wireless future, our adversaries will
step up in the leadership void. This in-
cludes dominating the future 6G mar-
ketplace in a way that may undermine
our values, national security, and eco-
nomic prosperity.

We cannot allow that to happen.

History has shown us that early de-
velopers and adopters of technology de-
fine the marketplace, drive innovation,
and reap the economic benefits, and so
we must lead.

Moreover, as we have seen with the
recent news on the $Salt Typhoon
cyberattack, foreign adversaries often
see our communications networks and
devices as the entry points to disrupt
our daily lives and conduct espionage
campaigns. Therefore, it is imperative
that American interests are at the
table as new wireless standards are
crafted, including those that have cy-
bersecurity and national security im-
plications.

I thank Representatives DINGELL,
KUSTER, and WALBERG for their bipar-
tisan work on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. WALBERG), the bill’s sponsor.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak in
favor of my legislation, H.R. 1377, the
Promoting TUnited States Wireless
Leadership Act.

This important legislation strength-
ens American leadership in 5G and fu-
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ture wireless communications by
bringing together key stakeholders to
create a unified approach to inter-
national standards-setting.

It directs the NTIA to assist and en-
courage trusted U.S. companies to ac-
tively participate in global standards-
setting organizations, such as 3GPP
and IEEE.

These independent, business-led enti-
ties establish the technical standards
that 5G operators, equipment manufac-
turers, software providers, and others
rely on to build wireless networks.

China and other adversaries are in-
vesting heavily in 5G deployment and
are actively working to shape these
standards-setting processes to serve
their interests. If they succeed in skew-
ing future standards toward their own
priorities, the United States risks
being placed at a significant economic
and strategic disadvantage.

As we did with 3G and 4G, the United
States must continue leading the way
on 5G. H.R. 1377 ensures a coordinated
approach to counter foreign influence
by protecting our national security,
our economic competitiveness, and
global technology leadership.

Finally, this will be my last act for
now as a member of the Energy and
Commerce Committee. It has been a
wonderful, productive 8 years. I have
worked on such a wide set of policies
such as increasing energy independ-
ence, protecting Kkids online, fighting

electric vehicle mandates, cham-
pioning American innovators, improv-
ing nationwide connectivity, and

much, much more.

My colleagues and the many staff I
have worked with have made my time
on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee great.

I see why this committee is often
called the best committee on the Hill,
though I am going to challenge you for
that title over at the Education and
the Workforce Committee.

I thank the incredible leadership of
Chair RODGERS and former Chair WAL-
DEN, and I wish Chair-elect GUTHRIE all
the best.

As my last ask, I encourage all my
colleagues to support this legislation.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, first I con-
gratulate Representative WALBERG on
his new leadership position, and I
thank him for his collaboration on the
committee over the years in leader-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the legendary gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL).

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague for yielding. I hope I am
not too legendary.

I rise today, and I also want to com-
pliment my colleague from Michigan
(Mr. WALBERG), who I am proud to have
worked with on this bill. I will miss
him on the Energy and Commerce
Committee, but education and labor
matter in Michigan, too, so we will
make sure his voice is well represented.
Maybe he will even trust me on EVs.

I rise today in support of a bill that
I worked with my colleague on, H.R.
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1377, the Promoting United States
Wireless Leadership Act. I am very
proud to have introduced this bill
along with my bipartisan co-chairs of
the 5G and Beyond Caucus.

This legislation will ensure that the
United States remains at the forefront
of innovation in this evolving frontier
by playing a central role in setting
international wireless standards in
emerging technologies. This approach
has dramatic ramifications for our
global competitiveness, 5G deploy-
ment, and our national security.

The policy choices of today will have
lasting effects on the global wireless
technology development of tomorrow,

especially as we compete against
China.
We must take concrete, proactive

steps to lower barriers to entry for U.S.
companies and promote American com-
petitiveness in this space for each sub-
sequent generation of these innovative
technologies.

I know there are times when we don’t
all agree in this House, but we have a
very bipartisan agreement that the
United States must be a leader in the
development and deployment of cut-
ting-edge technologies. This bill does
exactly that, and I am glad that today
we are getting this one over the finish
line in a very bipartisan manner—or at
least I think we are.

I thank my colleague, Representative
TiM WALBERG, who I have loved work-
ing with on 5G and hope we will con-
tinue to; Representative KUSTER; and
former Representative BILL JOHNSON
for their work on this legislation and
as co-chairs and being the leads on
this.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 1377.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, in support
H.R. 1377, the Promoting United States
Wireless Leadership Act of 2023.
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Mr. Speaker, I thank the bipartisan
sponsors of this bill for working to pro-
tect our national security and global
competitiveness.

Our adversaries such as China are
working diligently to gain an edge over
the U.S. when it comes to wireless
technology and deployment.

Let me be clear. Economic security
is national security. Again, economic
security is national security.

It is imperative that we maintain our
lead in the wireless space specifically
with 5G advancement. We must con-
tinue to be at the front line of innova-
tion which means participating in
international standard-setting organi-
zations.

I was proud to support this legisla-
tion when it passed committee unani-
mously, and I urge my colleagues to
support this act as well.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to pay
my respects to Chairman WALBERG and
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congratulate him on his new chairman-
ship. I will miss sitting beside him in
Energy and Commerce. It has been a
pleasure to work with him for the last
8 years.

Mr. Speaker, I would also be remiss if
I did not mention that in the first year
of this session, I had the opportunity to
serve as vice chair of the Communica-
tions and Technology Subcommittee. I
thank Chairman LATTA for the wonder-
ful job that he did and for his inclusion
of me in all of our meetings and his
leadership on this great subcommittee
and on this great committee in Energy
and Commerce.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, let’s pass
H.R. 1377, the Promoting United States
Wireless Leadership Act of 2023 and
boldly lead the charge toward 6G and
beyond.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
munications and Technology Sub-
committee of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee has been very busy
this past Congress making sure that we
get broadband deployed across this
country. This piece of legislation will
help make sure that that happens.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LoPEZ). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATTA) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1377.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPEDITING FEDERAL  BROAD-
BAND DEPLOYMENT REVIEWS
ACT

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3293) to require the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information to establish
an interagency strike force to ensure
that certain Federal land management
agencies, including the organizational
units of such agencies, prioritize the
review of requests for communications
use authorizations, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3293

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Expediting

Federal Broadband Deployment Reviews
Act”.
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERAGENCY

STRIKE FORCE.
(a) INTERAGENCY STRIKE FORCE.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
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Act, the Assistant Secretary shall establish
an interagency strike force to ensure that
each Federal land management agency, in-
cluding each organizational unit of the agen-
cy, prioritizes the review of requests for
communications use authorizations.

(2) MEMBERS.—The strike force shall be
composed of—

(A) the Assistant Secretary;

(B) the head of each Federal land manage-
ment agency;

(C) a designee of the Secretary of Agri-
culture, other than the Chief of the Forest
Service; and

(D) a designee of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, other than the Director of the Bureau of
Land Management.

(3) DUTIES.—The duties of the strike force
shall include—

(A) conducting periodic calls between the
members of the strike force to ensure that
each Federal land management agency, in-
cluding each organizational unit of the agen-
cy, prioritizes the review of requests for
communications use authorizations;

(B) establishing objective and reasonable
goals for the review of requests for commu-
nications use authorizations; and

(C) monitoring, and facilitating the ac-
countability of, each Federal land manage-
ment agency, including each organizational
unit of the agency, with respect to meeting
such goals.

(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
270 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Assistant Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report on the effectiveness of the
strike force in ensuring that each Federal
land management agency, including each or-
ganizational unit of the agency, prioritizes
the review of requests for communications
use authorizations.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives;

(B) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives;

(C) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate;

(E) the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives; and

(F) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate.

(2) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’” means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information.

(3) COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY.—The term
“‘communications facility’”’ has the meaning
given the term ‘‘communications facility in-
stallation” in section 6409(d) of the Middle
Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012
(47 U.S.C. 14565(d)).

(4) COMMUNICATIONS USE.—The term ‘‘com-
munications use’”’ means the placement and
operation of a communications facility.

(5) COMMUNICATIONS USE AUTHORIZATION.—
The term ‘‘communications use authoriza-
tion” means an easement, right-of-way,
lease, license, or other authorization—

(A) provided by a Federal land manage-
ment agency;

(B) to locate or modify a communications
facility on covered land; and

(C) for the primary purpose of authorizing
the occupancy and use of such land for com-
munications use.

(6) COVERED LAND.—The term
land’” means—

(A) public lands; and

(B) National Forest System land.

“‘covered



H7160

(7) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—
The term ‘“‘Federal land management agen-
cy’’ means each of the following:

(A) The Bureau of Land Management.

(B) The Forest Service.

(8) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM.—The term
‘““National Forest System’ has the meaning
given that term in section 11(a) of the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)).

(9) ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT.—The term ‘‘orga-
nizational unit’’ means—

(A) with respect to the Bureau of Land
Management—

(i) a State office;

(ii) a regional office;

(iii) a district office; or

(iv) a field office; and

(B) with respect to the Forest Service—

(i) a regional office;

(ii) a management unit; or

(iii) a ranger district office.

(10) PuUBLIC LANDS.—The term ‘‘public
lands’” has the meaning given that term in
section 103 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702).

(11) STRIKE FORCE.—The term ‘‘strike
force’” means the interagency strike force es-
tablished under subsection (a)(1).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. SOT0) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3293, Expediting Federal
Broadband Deployment Reviews Act.
This legislation establishes an inter-
agency strike force to help prioritize
permitting reviews for deploying
broadband on Federal lands.

Broadband has become an essential
part of everyday life. As we have seen,
we need broadband for work, to stay
connected with loved ones, and even for
healthcare and education. Too many
Americans still lack access to
broadband. Thus, Congress has pro-
vided billions of dollars to ensure that
every American gets connected.

Deploying on Federal lands is a crit-
ical part of closing the digital divide.
Many unserved communities are near
Federal lands and thus broadband pro-
viders must traverse these lands to
reach these unserved homes and busi-
nesses.

Unfortunately, deploying broadband
on Federal lands can be burdensome,
particularly when it comes to the per-
mitting process. Providers have testi-
fied that this complicated process
moves slowly, and they are left in the
dark on the status of their applica-
tions.

As a result, unserved communities
are left without the broadband they
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need as providers wait for agencies to
approve their permits.

We need to reform the broadband per-
mitting process. Not only do we need
to streamline how we review permits,
we also need to ensure that agencies
that manage Federal lands prioritize
these reviews. H.R. 3293, the Expediting
Federal Broadband Deployment Re-
views Act, will help ensure this hap-
pens.

H.R. 3293 directs the National Tele-
communications and Information Ad-
ministration to create an interagency
strike force that includes the head of
each Federal land management agency
to ensure that they are prioritizing the
review of broadband permitting appli-
cations.

In addition to holding periodic calls,
the strike force will establish goals for
the review of the requests and monitor
and hold each agency accountable for
meeting those goals. This strike force
is necessary to expedite the permitting
process so that every American has ac-
cess to broadband.

I thank the gentleman from South
Carolina’s Third District (Mr. DUNCAN)
and the gentlewoman from Minnesota’s
Second District (Ms. CrAIG) for their
leadership on this important piece of
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3293, the Expediting Federal Broadband
Deployment Reviews Act which was in-
troduced by Representatives DUNCAN
and CRAIG.

As this year comes to a close and
with an eye towards 2025, I am excited
to see real progress in the year ahead
on many of the broadband deployment
efforts, including in the bipartisan in-
frastructure law.

The National Telecommunications
and Information Administration and
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion laid so much important ground-
work over the past 2 years, notably
creating accurate and reliable
broadband availability maps, so that
infrastructure dollars will go to com-
munities where they truly are needed.

In the coming year, many projects
funded under the $42 billion BEAD pro-
gram will begin to break ground and
connect for the first time unserved and
underserved communities to high-speed
internet.

Communication providers are zeroing
in on project areas and preparing plans
at the most granular level. In the
course of this work, providers will find
that in many cases the most direct
route to lay broadband infrastructure
requires traversing lands owned and
managed by the Federal Government.

In central Florida, we have a lot of
Federal lands around Cape Canaveral
and Avon Park Air Force Range. We
have a lot of national parks in and
around our area as well, so we know
this well.
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Earlier this Congress, the Energy and
Commerce Committee heard about
delays and inefficiencies in the han-
dling of permit applications that are
pending at various agencies overseeing
Federal lands.

While environmental and historic
preservation protections will always be
of the utmost importance to me, we
should strive to ensure our agencies op-
erate as efficiently as possible to dis-
pense with applications to deploy com-
munications infrastructure where no
additional environmental or historic
preservation due diligence is required.

This bill calls on the administrator
of the NTIA to establish an inter-
agency strike force that will improve
collaboration between NTIA and the
agencies and departments responsible
for reviewing and improving commu-
nications use authorization applica-
tions.

This will help NTIA help bring rel-
evant parties together to identify the
obstacles and inefficiencies that have
slowed progress in the past and col-
laborate on solutions to address these
barriers, ultimately expediting the de-
ployment of broadband infrastructure
to the rural and remote areas most in
need.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the leader-
ship of Representatives DUNCAN and
CRAIG on this important legislation,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from South
Carolina’s Third District (Mr. DUNCAN),
the bill’s sponsor.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3293, the Expediting Federal
Broadband Deployment Reviews Act.

I thank House leadership for allowing
this legislation to come to the floor. I
thank my colleagues on the Energy
and Commerce Committee on both
sides of the aisle for supporting this

legislation in committee and sup-
porting it here today.
Mr. Speaker, in the 2l1st century,

broadband internet access is no longer
a luxury. It is a necessity. It connects
our communities. It drives economic
growth and allows our constituents to
fully engage with the digital age. Yet,
millions of Americans still lack access
to reliable high-speed internet.

This digital divide is a barrier to op-
portunity, holding back businesses,
hindering education, and limiting ac-
cess to essential services. H.R. 3293
takes a crucial step towards bridging
this divide and streamlining the proc-
ess for deploying broadband infrastruc-
ture.

Currently, the review process for ob-
taining permits and authorizations can
be lengthy and bureaucratic, causing
significant delays in deployment. This
bill establishes an interagency strike
force to coordinate and expedite these
reviews, ensuring that Federal agencies
prioritize broadband expansion.
Streamlining these Federal processes
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will help get broadband deployed in the
rural parts of America just like the
Third District of South Carolina.

The benefits of H.R. 3293 are clear.
Faster broadband deployment will cre-
ate jobs, stimulate economic develop-
ment, and improve the quality of life
for countless Americans. Students will
have access to online learning re-
sources. Telehealth services will be-
come more accessible, and rural com-
munities will be better connected to
the global economy.

H.R. 3293 is a commonsense solution
that will help us achieve universal
broadband access. It is a critical in-
vestment in our future, and I urge my
colleagues to support this important
legislation.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3293, the Expediting Federal
Broadband Deployment Reviews Act.

I thank the bipartisan sponsors for
this bill in working to close the digital
divide. There are over 7 million Amer-
ican homes and businesses that lack
access to high-speed broadband, and it
is often lengthy permitting processes
that contribute to this digital divide.

In every industry ranging from en-
ergy to telecommunications, the per-
mitting process gets in the way of in-
vestment and deployment and ends up
hurting consumers the most.

There are so many benefits to com-
munities having reliable internet ac-
cess such as educational and job oppor-
tunities, expansion of small business
operations, and simply allowing people
and services to reach new populations
and areas.

Mr. Speaker, this important legisla-
tion ensures that broadband deploy-
ment on Federal lands gets reviewed
and prioritized in a timely manner,
while also holding the relevant agen-
cies accountable, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

O 1530

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, that was
my last speaker on the bill. I am pre-
pared to close if my friend, the gen-
tleman from Florida, is.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close.

First, I thank Representative DUN-
CAN for his leadership on the com-
mittee, especially in areas of energy.
We worked on a lot of issues relating to
nuclear energy, which is going to be a
key part of the clean energy future
that we all care deeply about, so I wish
him well in his future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, it is simple. Once the
environmental and historic preserva-
tion reviews are done, or where they
are not required, we have to get these
broadband dollars out the door.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, as I men-
tioned earlier on the previous bills, the
Communications and Technology Sub-
committee of the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce has been moving
legislation to make sure we get
broadband deployed across this coun-
try. As the speakers have already men-
tioned, broadband is not something
that is a luxury, but it is a necessity.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the
legislation today, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3293, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTISM COLLABORATION, AC-
COUNTABILITY, RESEARCH, EDU-
CATION, AND SUPPORT ACT OF
2024

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
7213) to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to enhance and reauthorize ac-
tivities and programs relating to au-
tism spectrum disorder, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Autism Collabo-
ration, Accountability, Research, Education,
and Support Act of 2024 or the ‘‘Autism
CARES Act of 2024"".

SEC. 2. NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH AC-
TIVITIES.

(a) EXPANSION OF  ACTIVITIES.—Section
409C(a)(1) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 284g(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘) shall, subject to the avail-
ability” and inserting the following: ‘), in con-
sultation with relevant Federal departments and
agencies, as appropriate, shall—

“(A) subject to the availability’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘basic and clinical research in
fields including pathology’ and inserting the
following: ‘‘basic and clinical research—

“(i) in fields, such as pathology’’;

(3) by striking ‘‘toxicology, and interventions”
and inserting the following: ‘‘toxicology, psychi-
atry, psychology, developmental behavioral pe-
diatrics, audiology, and gerontology, and

““(ii) on interventions’’;

(4) by striking ‘‘disorder. Such research shall
investigate’ and inserting the following: ‘‘dis-
order; and

“(B) ensure that research referred to in sub-
paragraph (A)—

‘(i) investigates’’;

(5) by striking ‘‘prevention, services across the
lifespan, supports, intervention, and treatment
of autism spectrum disorder’” and inserting
“prevention, services and Supports across the
lifespan, intervention, and treatment of autism
spectrum disorder and co-occurring conditions’’;
and

(6) by striking ‘‘treatments.”’ and inserting the
following: ‘“‘treatments;
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““(ii) examines supports for caregivers; and

“‘(iii) reflects the entire population of individ-
uals with autism spectrum disorder, including
those individuals with co-occurring conditions
and the full range of meeds for supports and
services, including such supports and services to
ensure the safety, and promote the well-being,
of such individuals.”’.

(b) CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE.—Section 409C(b)
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
2849(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking “‘including the fields of”’ and
inserting ‘‘in fields such as’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘behavioral psychology, and

clinical psychology’ and inserting ‘‘behavioral
psychology, clinical psychology, and geron-
tology’’;

(2) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘five’’ and
inserting ‘‘seven’’; and

(3) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking ‘‘period of
not to exceed’ and inserting ‘‘period not to ex-
ceed’’.

(c) PUBLIC INPUT.—Section 409C(d) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 284g9(d)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(d) PUBLIC INPUT.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall under
subsection (a)(1) provide for means through
which the public can obtain information on the
existing and planned programs and activities of
the National Institutes of Health with respect to
autism spectrum disorder and through which
the Director can receive comments from the pub-
lic regarding such programs and activities.

‘““(2) GUIDANCE.—The Director may provide
guidance to centers under subsection (b)(1) on
strategies, activities, and opportunities to pro-
mote engagement with, and solicit input from,
individuals with autism spectrum disorder and
their family members, guardians, advocates or
authoriced representatives, providers, or other
appropriate individuals to inform the activities
of the center. Such strategies, activities, and op-
portunities should consider including, as appro-
priate, individuals, family members, and care-
givers of individuals with autism spectrum dis-
order who represent the entire population of in-
dividuals with autism spectrum disorder, includ-
ing those individuals with co-occurring condi-
tions and the full range of needs for supports
and services, including such supports and serv-
ices to ensure the safety, and promote the well-
being, of such individuals, to inform the activi-
ties of the center.”’.

(d) BUDGET ESTIMATE.—Section 409C of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 284g) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘““(e) BUDGET ESTIMATE.—For each of fiscal
years 2026 through 2029, the Director shall pre-
pare and submit, directly to the President for re-
view and transmittal to Congress, an annual
budget estimate for the initiatives of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health pursuant to the stra-
tegic plan developed under section 399CC(b)(5)
and updated under section 399CC(b)(6)(B), after
reasonable opportunity for comment (but with-
out change) by the Secretary and the Inter-
agency Autism Coordinating Committee estab-
lished under section 399CC.”".

SEC. 3. PROGRAMS RELATING TO AUTISM.

(a) DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SURVEIL-
LANCE AND RESEARCH PROGRAM.—Section 399AA
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280i)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(3), by striking ‘‘an Indian
tribe, or a tribal organization’ and inserting
“an Indian Tribe, or a Tribal organization’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘across
the lifespan’’ before the period at the end;

(3) in subsection (d)(1)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
““TRIBE; TRIBAL’’ and inserting ‘‘TRIBE; TRIB-
AL’;

(B) by striking ‘‘tribe’’ and inserting ‘‘Tribe’’;
and

(C) by striking ‘‘tribal’’ and inserting ‘‘Trib-
al”’; and
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(4) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘December 20,
2024’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2029°°.

(b) AUTISM EDUCATION, EARLY DETECTION,
AND INTERVENTION.—Section 399BB of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280i-1) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘culturally
competent information’ and inserting ‘‘cul-
turally and linguistically appropriate informa-
tion’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘promote research’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘promote research, which may include re-
search that takes a community-based ap-
proach,’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘screening tools’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘screening and diagnostic
tools’’;

(3) in subsection (b)(3), by striking ‘‘at higher
risk’ and inserting ‘‘at increased likelihood’’;

(4) in subsection (b)(4), by inserting ‘‘, which
may give consideration to the perspectives of
parents and guardians’ before the semicolon at
the end;

(5) in subsection (b)(7), by striking ‘‘at higher
risk’’ and inserting ‘‘at increased likelihood’’;

(6) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘culturally
competent information’’ and inserting ‘‘cul-
turally and linguistically appropriate informa-
tion’’;

(7) in subsection (c)(2)(A4)(ii), by striking ‘‘cul-
turally competent information’ and inserting
“culturally and linguistically appropriate infor-
mation’’;

(8) by amending paragraph (1) of subsection
(e) to read as follows:

(9) in subsection (e)(1)—

(4) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4),
by inserting ‘‘, and strengthen the capacity of,”’
after “‘expand’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘expand existing or develop
new’’ and inserting ‘“‘expand and strengthen the
capacity of existing, or, in States that do not
have such a program, develop new,”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘Act) in States that do not
have such a program’ and inserting ‘‘Act)’’;

(C) in subparagraph (B)(v), by inserting ‘‘or
other providers, as applicable’ before the semi-
colon at the end; and

(D) by amending subparagraph (C) to read as
follows:

“(C) program sites—

““(i) provide culturally and linguistically ap-
propriate services;

““(ii) take a multidisciplinary approach and
have experience working with underserved pop-
ulations; and

““(iii) identify opportunities to partner with
community-based organizations to expand the
capacity of communities to serve individuals
with autism spectrum disorder or other develop-
mental disabilities.”’;

(10) in subsection (e)(2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

‘““(C) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of the Autism CARES
Act of 2024, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Emnergy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the
Senate a report that examines the need for, and
feasibility of, expanding the developmental-be-
havioral pediatrician training programs de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).”’;

(11) by amending subsection (f) to read as fol-
lows:

‘““(f) INTERVENTION.—The Secretary shall pro-
mote research through grants or contracts,
which may include grants or contracts to re-
search centers or networks, to—

‘(1) develop and evaluate evidence-based
practices and interventions to improve outcomes
for individuals with autism spectrum disorder or
other developmental disabilities by addressing
physical and behavioral health and communica-
tion needs of such individuals across the life-
span;
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“(2) develop guidelines for such evidence-
based practices and interventions; and

“(3) disseminate information related to such
evidence-based practices and interventions and
guidelines.”’; and

(12) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘December
20, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2029°.

(c) INTERAGENCY AUTISM COORDINATING COM-
MITTEE.—Section 399CC of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280i-2) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
inserting ‘‘, on a regular basis’’ after “‘shall’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘develop a
summary’’ and inserting ‘‘summarize’’; and

(C) by striking paragraphs (5) and (6) and in-
serting the following:

“(5) develop a strategic plan for the conduct
of, and support for, autism spectrum disorder re-
search, as described in section 409C(a)(1), which
shall include—

““(A) proposed budgetary requirements; and

“(B) recommendations to ensure that autism
spectrum disorder research, and services and
support activities to the extent practicable, of
the Department of Health and Human Services
and of other Federal departments and agencies
are not unnecessarily duplicative; and

“(6) submit to the Congress and the Presi-
dent—

“(4) an annual update on the summary of ad-
vances described in paragraph (2); and

“(B) a biennial update on the strategic plan
described in paragraph (5), including progress
made in achieving the goals outlined in such
strategic plan and any specific measures taken
pursuant to such strategic plan.’’; and

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘December 20,
2024’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2029°’.

(d) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Section 399DD of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280i-3)
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘2019’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘2024°’; and

(2) in subsection (a), by amending paragraph
(1) to read as follows:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 4 years after
September 30, 2024, the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with other relevant Federal departments
and agencies, shall prepare and submit to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate and the Committee on
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and make publicly available, in-
cluding through posting on the website of the
Department of Health and Human Services, a
progress report on activities related to autism
spectrum disorder and other developmental dis-
abilities. Such report shall include activities and
research related to the entire population of indi-
viduals with autism spectrum disorder, includ-
ing those individuals with co-occurring condi-
tions and the full range of meeds for supports
and services, including such supports and serv-
ices to ensure the safety, and promote the well-
being, of such individuals.”’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the heading of subsection (b), by strik-
ing ‘“HEALTH AND WELL-BEING” and inserting
“MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking “‘health and
well-being”’ and inserting ‘‘mental health
needs’’; and

(C) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows:

““(2) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
paragraph (1) shall contain—

“(A) an overview of policies and programs rel-
evant to the mental health of individuals with
autism spectrum disorder across their lifespan,
including an identification of existing Federal
laws, regulations, policies, research, and pro-
grams; and

“(B) recommendations to improve mental
health outcomes and address related disparities
in mental health care for individuals with au-
tism spectrum disorder, including prevention,
care coordination, and community-based serv-
ices.”’;
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(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(c) UPDATE ON YOUNG ADULTS AND YOUTH
TRANSITIONING TO ADULTHOOD.—Not later than
2 years after the date of enactment of the Au-
tism CARES Act of 2024, the Secretary, in co-
ordination with other relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies, as appropriate, shall pre-
pare and submit to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate an update to
the report required pursuant to subsection (b) of
this section, as added by section 6 of the Autism
Cares Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-157), and in
effect before the date of enactment of the Autism
CARES Act of 2019 (Public Law 116-60), con-
cerning young adults with autism spectrum dis-
order and the challenges related to the transi-
tion from existing school-based services to those
services available during adulthood.’’.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Sec-
tion 399EE of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 280i—4) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking $23,100,000
for each of fiscal years 2020 through 2024’ and
inserting ‘‘$28,100,000 for each of fiscal years
2025 through 2029°’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘$50,599,000
for each of fiscal years 2020 through 2024’ and
inserting ‘$56,344,000 for each of fiscal years
2025 through 2029°’; and

(3) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘there are
authorized to be appropriated $296,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2020 through 2024’ and in-
serting ‘‘there is authorized to be appropriated
$306,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 through
2029”.

SEC. 4. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO IMPROVE AC-
CESS TO COMMUNICATION TOOLS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and
Human Services (referred to in this section as
the ‘“‘Secretary’’) may, at the request of a State,
Indian Tribe, Tribal organization, locality, or
territory, provide training and technical assist-
ance to such jurisdiction on the manner in
which Federal funding administered by the Sec-
retary may be used to provide individuals with
autism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities with access to evidence-based
services, tools, and technologies that support
communication needs.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall an-
nually prepare and submit to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the
Senate and the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives a report
summarizing any technical assistance provided
by the Secretary in the preceding fiscal year
under subsection (a) and any advancements in
the development or evaluation of such evidence-
based services, tools, and technologies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Senate amendment to H.R. 7213, the
Autism Collaboration, Accountability,
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Research, Education, and Support Act,
or the Autism CARES Act of 2024, led
by Representative CHRIS SMITH.

Autism affects an estimated 1 in 36
children in the United States, with re-
cent studies showing an increasing
prevalence nationwide. The Autism
CARES Act of 2024 will reauthorize
critical programs and activities that
support autism research, services,
training, and monitoring across the
Federal Government.

Importantly, it also takes steps to
ensure the public and all individuals
within the autism community have an
opportunity to engage in and are in-
cluded in the research process and
other activities related to autism spec-
trum disorder.

I thank Congressman SMITH for his
leadership on this and for his decades-
long advocacy on behalf of those with
autism.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the underlying bill, which
makes minor updates to the previous
version we passed in September with
over 400 votes. I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of the Senate amendment to H.R.
7213, the Autism CARES Act. This bi-
partisan legislation, sponsored by Rep-
resentatives SMITH and CUELLAR, will
reauthorize funding for a variety of
programs that support autism edu-
cation, research, and resources.

Mr. Speaker, in the United States,
about 1 in 36 children have been diag-
nosed with autism spectrum disorder.
The prevalence of autism in children
has been increasing every 2 years.

With these worrisome statistics in
mind, it is important that we reauthor-
ize the critical research and funding for
the Autism CARES Act in order to con-
tinue this collaborative nationwide
program.

In 2006, the original Autism CARES
Act, which was then known as the
Combating Autism Act, was signed
into law. This law built a public health
infrastructure that addresses autism
on the Federal level directed by the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

From that point forward, over $5 bil-
lion has been invested in addressing au-
tism through various programs related
to autism research, autism support
services, early detection training for
medical providers, and autism edu-
cation.

With this legislation, we renew and
expand support for Federal autism pro-
grams, underscoring our commitment
to addressing the growing needs of in-
dividuals with autism and their fami-
lies. The legislation authorizes funding
over the next 5 years for key programs
under the Health Resources and Serv-
ices Administration, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, and
the National Institutes of Health.
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The legislation addresses challenges
related to autism and aging,
inclusivity in autism research,
strengthening the developmental-be-
havioral pediatrician workforce, and
mental health and communication sup-
ports, particularly for autistic individ-
uals who may be unable or limited in
their speech capabilities.

I reserve the balance of my time, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend for
yielding and for his leadership and that
of my colleague on the other side of the
aisle.

Mr. Speaker, it all started in Sep-
tember 1997, 27 years ago, with Brick
Township, New Jersey, parents Bobbie
and Billy Gallagher and their indomi-
table commitment to help their two
children, Austin and Alanna, and ev-
eryone else with autism.

We met several times and continue to
plan and strategize to this day. We in-
vited the CDC to Brick, New Jersey,
only to realize that Federal autism
programs were woefully inadequate.
Frankly, they were nonexistent.

They spend $287,000 per year on au-
tism. That is it, a straight line for 5
years. It was a nothing burger, and
they did nothing really of substance.
So I introduced the Autism Statistics,
Surveillance, Research, and Epidemi-
ology Act, the ASSURE Act, in 1998
and again in 1999. In the second one, we
had 199, almost one-half of the House of
Representatives, as cosponsors. That
would have established three to five
autism centers of excellence, author-
ized serious prevalence studies, and es-
tablished an autism advisory com-
mittee, which we now call TACC.

I am deeply grateful that the AS-
SURE Act was incorporated in large
part by Chairman MIKE BILIRAKIS as
title I of the Children’s Health Act of
2000.

Mr. Speaker, in 2016, Bobbie Galla-
gher, now a board-certified behavior
analyst, wrote an amazing book called
“A Brick Wall: How a Boy with No
Words Spoke to the World.”

In it she points out, and it is just an
amazing book, that all parents of chil-
dren with autism face many, many
hardships: frequent tears, agony, as
well as physical, emotional, and spir-
itual exhaustion.

Doctors had told the Gallaghers not
to worry about telltale early warning
signs of autism. One doctor was so un-
informed that he said that their daugh-
ter, Alanna, just needed a good swift
kick in the ass.

She recounts, however, the big mo-
ments that she treasures deep within
her heart, like when 11-year-old Austin
called her “Mommy”’ for the first time.
It was slow and deliberate, ‘Mommy,”’
and she said it was beautiful. When he
asked for a cookie, they celebrated in
the Gallagher household.

It is a primer for everyone, and I
would hope that others would read it.
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She said in the book that she realized
why she is on this Earth: ‘I am here to
fight for children with autism,” and
fight she and her husband, Billy, have,
like so many other brave and remark-
able parents who deeply love their chil-
dren.

They are parents like Scott Badesch,
who is on my staff. Scott was the presi-
dent of Autism Society for 10 years.
Deeply, he and his wife love their son,
Evan. They love their whole family. He
is 37, and they have benefited from his
leadership. We have benefited here in
the Congress from Scott’s leadership.

Also, Mr. Speaker, the Autism Col-
laboration, Accountability, Research,
Education, and Support Act, or simply
the Autism CARES Act of 2024, is a
comprehensive reauthorization and
strengthening of America’s whole-of-
government autism spectrum disorder
initiative.

As the prime author of the Autism
CARES Act of 2024 and previous
iterations of the law in 2011, 2014, and
again in 2019, let me send special
thanks to cosponsor HENRY CUELLAR
for his leadership and partnership, and
to BRETT GUTHRIE, who is the chairman
of the Health Subcommittee and in-
coming full committee chairman, for
faithfully shepherding this legislation
through the committee.

I thank my fellow New Jerseyan,
FRANK PALLONE. Above all, I thank and
show the deepest respect and gratitude
to CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS, who is a
tenacious, effective, and brilliant advo-
cate for the autism community. I
thank STEVE SCALISE for making sure
we are here today with the bill. I also
thank SUSAN COLLINS and BEN RAY
LUJAN for their important work over
on the Senate side.

I thank committee staff, including
Molly Brimmer, Kristin Fritsch, and
Caitlin Wilson, among others, for their
help, which was totally invaluable; and
John McDonough, Mary Noonan, and,
of course, Scott Badesch on my staff
for their work on this bill.

The bill, as we know, provides, as has
already been mentioned by my col-
leagues, critical research goals focused
on responsive and effective interven-
tions for the estimated 6.8 million indi-
viduals with autism, 27 percent of
whom—that is 1.8 million—are pro-
foundly autistic.

According to the CDC, 1 in 36 chil-
dren in the U.S., including 1 in 35 in my
home State of New Jersey, are on the
autism spectrum.

The bill authorizes more than $1.59
billion over 5 years for programs at the
NIH, CDC, and HRSA, Health Re-
sources and Services Administration.
It directs the NIH to include the scope
of research issues encountered by indi-
viduals and caregivers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
IssA). The time of the gentleman has
expired.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.
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Mr. Speaker, I will be very brief and
close and put the rest of it in the
RECORD.

Autism Speaks says that the Autism
CARES Act is the single most impor-
tant driver of autism research, train-
ing, and data collection programs at
NIH, HRSA, and CDC.

Mr. Speaker, we are joined here by
Chris Banks, the CEO of Autism Soci-
ety. They say it is a pivotable law for
individuals with autism and their fami-
lies to live fully, and it is crucial to un-
derstand the immense impact this law
has on the daily lives of the autism
community.

The Association of University Cen-
ters on Disabilities is also very, very
supportive, and Profound Autism Alli-
ance has pushed hard for this bill and
its enhanced focus on individuals with
profound autism, which they define as
people who require lifetime, 24/7 care.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and the President, we
hope, will sign it.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 7213: Directs the NIH to
include in the scope of research issues en-
countered by individuals and caregivers as
they age, mental health concerns, issues re-
lated to aging, as well as co-occurring condi-
tions and needs for supports and services,
such as care necessary for physical safety
and the prevention of self-injurious behavior.

Increases the number of NIH Centers of Ex-
cellence to seven and ensures research re-
flects the entire population of individuals with
autism spectrum disorder and is designed to
address the full range of needs faced by indi-
viduals, including to ensure the physical safety
and to promote the well being of all Americans
with autism.

Includes, for the first time, a professional by-
pass budget to provide the autism community
with a comprehensive budget highlighting pri-
ority research areas and resources needed to
advance quality of life improvements for all in-
dividuals with autism.

Promotes the adoption of assistive commu-
nication technologies to improve communica-
tions outcomes for those with communication
assistance needs.

My bill also helps adults with autism who
were and are today often misdiagnosed,
underdiagnosed and overlooked.

Language throughout the bill continues to
emphasize that causes, diagnosis, detection,
prevention and treatment of autism spectrum
disorder must be throughout the lifespan of a
person. To this end, Congress has included
the study of gerontology—the study of aging,
including the physical, mental, and social
changes that occur as people age, as an NIH
research priority.

H.R. 7213 continues to emphasize the need
for early detection and intervention—including
the use of advanced technologies in early de-
tection—to provide the highest quality of life
possible for those with autism.

The earlier a child can be identified as hav-
ing ASD, the earlier they can access interven-
tions and services.

Researchers have developed technologies
to identify signs of autism in children as young
as eighteen months—this is an incredible de-
velopment and there is more research being
done now to determine if autism can be identi-
fied even earlier. However, the median age of
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diagnosis in the United States is not until after
4 years of age, and diagnosis often occurs
even later among those without intellectual
disabilities or delays in social communication.

The delivery of services and interventions
must keep up with a younger patient popu-
lation, and services and interventions for autis-
tic individuals must continue to improve across
their lifespans.

Examples of services and interventions re-
search include approaches to address condi-
tions that affect the quality of life for individ-
uals on the autism spectrum, such as behavior
that puts individuals with significant support
needs or their caregivers at risk (e.g., self-inju-
rious, elopement, aggression, etc.), or mental
health  concerns  (anxiety,  depression,
suicidality). The Autism CARES Act empha-
sizes the need to improve the quality of life for
individuals with the full range of needs across
the lifespan. Continued research by NIH to
study how to improve interventions and the
delivery of services is crucial.

H.R. 7213 calls for a report on youth aging
out of school-aged services since the pan-
demic, and recommendations to improve men-
tal health outcomes and address related dis-
parities in mental health care for individuals
with autism spectrum disorder, including pre-
vention, care coordination, and community-
based services.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I am prepared to close, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the Senate amendment to
H.R. 7213, the Autism CARES Act of
2024, which reauthorizes and strength-
ens the autism spectrum disorder re-
search, education, and support initia-
tive through 2029.

The Autism CARES Act is the single
most important driver of Federal in-
vestment in autism research and train-
ing programs over the past few dec-
ades. It has led to improvements in
early intervention services, a better
understanding of the prevalence of au-
tism, and a better understanding of the
co-occurring health conditions that in-
dividuals with autism experience.

Importantly, it has also been respon-
sible for thousands of future health
professionals being trained on how to
screen, diagnose, and provide interven-
tions to individuals with autism and
other neurodevelopmental disabilities
to improve their health and well-being.

Thanks to the Autism CARES Act,
many health professionals are better
equipped to meet the ever-changing
and diverse needs of individuals with
autism and other people with
neurodevelopmental disabilities.

Located in my home State of Georgia
within Children’s Healthcare of At-
lanta, the Marcus Autism Center is one
of the largest autism centers in the
U.S. and is actively involved in re-
search to pinpoint the earliest signs of
autism and determine better ways to
treat the disorder. Marcus integrates
research into clinical practice to maxi-

December 16, 2024

mize the potential of children with au-
tism.

NIH had historically supported re-
search grants focused on intervention
and services, and I am hopeful that
with engagement from Congress and
stakeholders, NIH can once again sup-
port this important research through
the centers of excellence program.

I thank Representative CHRIS SMITH
for working on this important issue,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

O 1545

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 7213, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BuUcsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 7213.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE SOAR
TO HEALTH AND WELLNESS
TRAINING PROGRAM

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7224) to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize the Stop,
Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health
and Wellness Training Program.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7224

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE SOAR TO
HEALTH AND WELLNESS TRAINING
PROGRAM.

Section 1254(h) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 300d-54(h)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘fiscal years 2020 through 2024’° and
inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2025 through 2029°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7224, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize the Stop,
Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health
and Wellness Training Program led by
Representatives WAGNER and COHEN.

Individuals who have experienced
human trafficking will often encounter
a healthcare or social service provider
during or after their exploitation. The
Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond, or
SOAR, to Health and Wellness Training
Program was signed into law in 2018 to
help local healthcare professionals re-
ceive essential training to identify and
care for victims of human trafficking.

Reauthorizing this program will
maintain a vital source of support for
victims of human trafficking by ensur-
ing communities have the resources
available to provide appropriate serv-
ices.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 7224, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Re-
spond to Health and Wellness Training
Program.

This bipartisan legislation, intro-
duced by Representative COHEN, would
reauthorize the program administered
by the Administration of Children and
Families that trains healthcare and so-
cial service providers on human traf-
ficking.

The SOAR program is designed to
educate healthcare providers, social
workers, public health professionals,
and behavioral health professionals on
how to identify and respond appro-
priately to individuals who either have
experienced trafficking or are at risk
of it.

This training is targeted at physi-
cians, pharmacists, nurses, dentists,
psychologists, social workers and case
managers, school counselors, public
health professionals, and allied health
professionals, as well.

Human trafficking impacts thou-
sands of people in the United States.
According to the Harvard Medical
School Center for Primary Care, over
88 percent of human-trafficking vic-
tims seek medical care in various
health settings. Ensuring that our
health professionals who serve on the
front lines of providing medical care
for human-trafficking victims are ap-
propriately trained and supported is es-
sential.

In 2019, the original SOAR to Health
and Wellness Act was signed into law,
which established the SOAR to Health
and Wellness Training Program. This
program helps healthcare settings cre-
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ate a plan for treating human-traf-
ficking victims and support victim re-
covery.

Since the establishment, over 90 per-
cent of providers who received SOAR
training reported high or very high
confidence in identifying and respond-
ing to human trafficking.

With the passage of the reauthoriza-
tion bill, we can continue to fund this
important training initiative, as well
as encourage collaboration between
healthcare providers and law enforce-
ment and social service providers in
the fight against human trafficking.

I thank Representative COHEN for his
leadership on this legislation, as well
as Dr. BUCSHON and my colleagues on
the Energy and Commerce Committee
for working with us to bring this to the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ to continue a
well-rounded national effort to combat
human trafficking, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 7224, which reauthorizes the
Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond to
Health and Wellness Act. I am proud to
co-lead this important bill with the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
COHEN), and I thank him for his work.

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides
healthcare professionals with training
on how to identify and appropriately
treat victims of human trafficking.
Every 2 minutes, a child in the United
States falls into the human-trafficking
ring.

In 2023, nearly 10,000 cases were re-
ported to the National Human Traf-
ficking Hotline, with over 600 of those
occurring in Georgia. At some point
during their captivity, many of these
victims will come into contact with
healthcare professionals. A doctor’s
visit or an emergency department trip
can offer a critical point of interven-
tion for victims and a brief chance
when a victim may be able to detach
from traffickers.

This legislation will teach healthcare
professionals how to properly identify
and respond to victims of human traf-
ficking. That is why I applaud Rep-
resentative COHEN for introducing this
bill, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
COHEN), the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the recognition and the cospon-
sorship and support.

Mr. Speaker, this bill came from a
meeting I had in Memphis with nurses
at the University of Tennessee. They
were discussing human trafficking and
ways that victims could be identified,
and the idea came to fruition through
the work of the University of Ten-
nessee Nursing School.
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Human traffickers exploit tens of
thousands of people in the TUnited
States. When we talk about human
trafficking here, we are basically talk-
ing about sexual trafficking. I mean,
the trafficking of workers, the traf-
ficking in a variety of occupations, but
these are women who are trafficked for
Sex.

The actual number is difficult to de-
termine, but it is one of the reasons we
introduced the SOAR Act several years
ago. I am pleased it passed, and it has
done much good.

It has shown that, when nurses are
trained, they can identify victims of
sexual trafficking. Oftentimes they end
up in health facilities because they get
beaten by the people who put them
into this position. They have wounds,
and they have to come to emergency
rooms. The nurses are there to observe.
If they are trained, they are the initial
source. They can then get these women
out of the human trafficking and pre-
vent this scourge on human society.

This bill expanded the training pro-
gram under the Department of Health
and Human Services to train these
workers, health and social service pro-
viders, to identify potential human-
trafficking victims, work with law en-
forcement to report and facilitate the
communication with such victims,
refer victims to social or victim service
agencies and organizations, and pro-
vide victims with coordinated care tai-
lored to their circumstances.

The program has been successful. In
September 2017 and September 2023, the
Office of Trafficking in Persons hosted
222 events through which they trained
over 263,000 healthcare professionals.
After receiving the training, 91.4 per-
cent of the participants indicated they
had high or very high confidence in
their ability to identify and respond to
human trafficking.

The SOAR to Health and Wellness
Program has made tremendous strides
to train healthcare professionals on the
signs of human trafficking and the ap-
propriate steps to be taken once they
identify the victim.

As Members of Congress, we should
continue to support this program so
that more people could be trained to
properly identify and assist victims of
human trafficking. Pass the reauthor-
ization bill here, and let our constitu-
ents know that, if they are being traf-
ficked or are suspicious that someone
they know is being trafficked, help is
available.

The Homeland Security Investiga-
tions Tip Line is 866-347-2423, and the
National Human Trafficking Hotline is
888-373-7888.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill to reauthorize the
SOAR Act, and I thank the committee
ranking member and the committee
chair for bringing the bill to the floor.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I encourage all of my colleagues to
vote in favor of H.R. 7224, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
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bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BucsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7224.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 223) to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to fix a technical error in
the definitions.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 223

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES ACT.

Section 102 of the Controlled Substances
Act (21 U.S.C. 802) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (58) as para-
graph (59);

(2) by redesignating the second paragraph
designated as paragraph (57) (relating to the
definition of ‘‘serious drug felony’’) as para-
graph (568); and

(3) by moving paragraphs (57), (568) (as so re-
designated), and (59) (as so redesignated) 2
ems to the left.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
223, a bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to fix a technical error in
the definitions, led by Senators CHUCK
GRASSLEY and Representative
BURCHETT.

In 2018, the First Step Act, or the
FSA, included a redundantly numbered
subparagraph 57, causing ‘‘serious drug
felony’’ and ‘‘serious violent felony’’ to
be misnumbered in statute.

The misnumbering of the affected
subparagraphs causes confusion in Fed-
eral district courts during litigation
and can result in costly mistakes when
the wrong subparagraph 57 charge is
used.

Correcting this error is important to
the efficiency and accuracy of Federal
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criminal court cases. This bill rectifies
this technical error by correctly re-
numbering the affected subparagraphs
in the statute.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of S. 223, a bill that amends the
Controlled Substances Act to fix a
technical error in the definitions. This
legislation, sponsored by Representa-
tives BURCHETT and COHEN here in the
House, would clarify the definitions of
the different types of recidivist en-
hancements in the statute.

When the First Step Act was first
signed into law in 2018, it created two
new types of recidivist enhancements:
serious drug felony and serious violent
felony.

In the statute, however, both are
numbered as paragraph 57, and this
technical error has caused confusion
between the two definitions. To pre-
vent any further confusion with the in-
terpretation of the statute, this bill
corrects this technical error and prop-
erly numbers these definitions as dif-
ferent paragraphs.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes” on this legisla-
tion to prevent potential costly mis-
takes in Federal criminal court cases,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’ vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BUCSHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 223.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

WOMEN AND LUNG CANCER RE-
SEARCH AND PREVENTIVE SERV-
ICES ACT OF 2024

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4534) to require a review of
women and lung cancer, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4534

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Women and

Lung Cancer Research and Preventive Services
Act of 2024.

December 16, 2024

SEC. 2. INTERAGENCY REVIEW TO EVALUATE AND
IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
ACCELERATION OF RESEARCH ON
LUNG CANCER IN WOMEN AND UN-
DERSERVED POPULATIONS, GREAT-
ER ACCESS TO PREVENTIVE SERV-
ICES, AND STRATEGIC PUBLIC
AWARENESS AND EDUCATION CAM-
PAIGNS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and
Human Services, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense and Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, shall conduct an interagency review to
evaluate the status of, and identify opportuni-
ties related to—

(1) research on lung cancer in women;

(2) research on lung cancer in underserved
populations that meet the eligibility criteria for
lung cancer screening as recommended by the
United States Preventive Services Task Force;

(3) access to lung cancer preventive services;
and

(4) strategic public awareness and education
campaigns on lung cancer.

(b) CONTENT.—The review and recommenda-
tions under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a review and comprehensive report on the
outcomes of previous research, the status of ex-
isting research activities, and knowledge gaps
related to lung cancer in women and under-
served populations in all agencies of the Federal
Government;

(2) opportunities for
agency, multidisciplinary,
search, that would—

(A) encourage innovative approaches to elimi-
nate knowledge gaps in research on lung cancer
in women;

(B) evaluate environmental and genomic fac-
tors that may be related to the etiology of lung
cancer in women; and

(C) foster advances in imaging technology and
techniques to improve risk assessment, diag-
nosis, treatment, and the simultaneous utiliza-
tion of other preventive services and activities;

(3) opportunities regarding the development of
a national lung cancer screening strategy to ex-
pand access to such screenings, particularly
among women and underserved populations;
and

(4) opportunities regarding the development of
a national public education and awareness cam-
paign on—

(A) lung cancer in women and underserved
populations; and

(B) the importance of early detection of lung
cancer.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on the review con-
ducted under subsection (a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4534, the Women and Lung Cancer Re-
search and Preventive Services Act of

collaborative, inter-
and innovative re-
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2024, led by Representative BRENDAN
BOYLE.

Mr. Speaker, lung cancer is the lead-
ing cause of cancer death for both men
and women in the United States. Just
this year, an estimated 230,000 Ameri-
cans developed new cases of lung can-
cer, and about 125,000 died from the dis-
ease.

Currently, 20 percent of women diag-
nosed with 1lung cancer are non-
smokers, and women who have never
smoked are more than two times more
likely to get lung cancer than men who
have never smoked.
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To improve our ability to screen, di-
agnose, and treat lung cancer, we need
a better understanding of the related
risk factors.

This bill would review current lung
cancer research in women and under-
served populations, as well as identify
current relevant opportunities related
to education and access to prevention,
detection, and treatment services.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4534, the Women and Lung Cancer Re-
search and Preventive Services Act.
This legislation led by Representative
BoYyLE of Pennsylvania would require
an interagency review to evaluate re-
search on women and lung cancer.

In the United States, we are seeing a
concerning trend among young and
middle-aged women who are being di-
agnosed with lung cancer. Women are
disproportionately being diagnosed
with lung cancer at a higher rate than
men, even though many of them have
never smoked.

Approximately, two-thirds of never
smokers who have been diagnosed with
lung cancer are women. A clear under-
standing of the existing research and
innovative opportunities to reduce
lung cancer mortality, particularly
among women and underserved popu-
lations, is needed.

The Women and Lung Cancer Re-
search and Preventive Services Act
will directly address these alarming
statistics by supporting an interagency
review on women and lung cancer.

This important bill will allow sci-
entists and policymakers to identify
opportunities to accelerate research in
this area and develop a public aware-
ness campaign on lung cancer screen-
ing to better reach underserved popu-
lations.

Led by the Department of Health and
Human Services, with partnership from
the Departments of Defense and Vet-
erans Affairs, the review would include
a report on the status of existing re-
search and knowledge gaps and identify
opportunities for collaborative re-
search to determine the causes of lung
cancer.

By passing H.R. 4534, we will move
our country toward progress in reduc-
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ing 1lung cancer mortality among
women. I thank Representative BOYLE
for his commitment and determined
advocacy to ensure this legislation’s
success.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BOYLE).

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR) for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of my bill, the Women and
Lung Cancer Research and Preventive
Services Act of 2024.

This bipartisan legislation would re-
quire the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, in consultation with
the Secretaries of Defense and Vet-
erans Affairs, to conduct an inter-
agency review of research on women
and lung cancer, as well as access to
preventive services. It also calls for
interagency collaboration on public
awareness campaigns to increase edu-
cation and promote early detection.

While smoking rates continue to de-
cline and overall lung cancer rates fall,
there is one deeply concerning excep-
tion: young women who have never
smoked. Studies show that women non-
smokers are now twice as likely as
nonsmoking men to develop lung can-
cer.

The statistics are indeed staggering.
According to the American Cancer So-
ciety, 162 women in the United States
die of lung cancer every single day.
That is about one woman every 8 to 9
minutes. In 2024 alone, an estimated
59,280 women will lose their lives to
this disease. LLung cancer remains the
leading cause of cancer deaths among
women, and we must do far more to ad-
dress it.

This bill is about solutions. By in-
creasing access to preventive services
and public awareness, we can lower the
prevalence of lung cancer among
women.

Mr. Speaker, despite progress in pre-
venting and treating lung cancer, dis-
parities persist. Women continue to see
slower declines in lung cancer rates as
compared to men. It is past time for
the Federal Government to step up,
confront this disparity head-on, and
take real action to address it.

Today is also a bittersweet day for
me because much of the inspiration for
this bill comes from my late colleague
and friend, Congressman Rick Nolan.
Rick was committed to this fight in
honor of his late daughter, Katherine
Benson, who courageously Dbattled
stage 4 non-small cell lung cancer until
her untimely death in 2020 at just 46
years old. Katherine is survived by her
husband and four children, and her leg-
acy continues through this effort.

I am also proud to have worked on
this proposal with the late Senator
Dianne Feinstein, who was a steadfast

H7167

advocate for addressing disparities in
lung cancer outcomes. Senator Fein-
stein and I first introduced this legisla-
tion together in 2016, and her dedica-
tion to improving the lives of women
impacted by lung cancer will never be
forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, I also thank my friend
and fellow Pennsylvanian, Congress-
man BRIAN FITZPATRICK, for co-leading
this effort from across the aisle.

Finally, I am grateful to the mem-
bers of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee for helping advance this bill on
both sides of the aisle, especially my
good friend, BRETT GUTHRIE.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, this is a
commonsense, bipartisan proposal to
save lives and close a glaring disparity
in healthcare. I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 4534 and stand with the
countless women and families im-
pacted by lung cancer.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Representative BOYLE again
for his leadership and advocacy. I urge
a ‘‘yes” vote on H.R. 4534, the Women
and Lung Cancer Research and Preven-
tive Services Act of 2024, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
VALADAO). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 4534, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SHANDRA EISENGA HUMAN CELL
AND TISSUE PRODUCT SAFETY
ACT

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7188) to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to conduct
a national, evidence-based education
campaign to increase public and health
care provider awareness regarding the
potential risks and benefits of human
cell and tissue products transplants,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7188

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Shandra
Eisenga Human Cell and Tissue Product Safety
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) HUMAN CELL AND TISSUE PRODUCT.—The
terms “‘human cell and tissue product’” and
“human cell and tissue products’ have the
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meaning given the term ‘“‘human cells, tissues, or
cellular or tissue-based products’ in section
1271.3(d) of title 21, Code of Federal Regulations
(or successor regulations).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Health and Human Services.

(3) TISSUE REFERENCE GROUP.—The term “‘Tis-
sue Reference Group’ means the Tissue Ref-
erence Group of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

SEC. 3. HUMAN CELL AND TISSUE PRODUCTS
TRANSPLANT PUBLIC AWARENESS
CAMPAIGN.

The Secretary shall support the development
and dissemination of educational materials to
inform health care professionals and other ap-
propriate professionals about issues  sur-
rounding—

(1) organ, tissue, and eye donation, including
evidence-based methods to approach patients
and their families;

(2) the availability of any donor screening
tests; and

(3) other relevant aspects of donation.

SEC. 4. REVIEW AND UPDATE OF EXISTING GUID-
ANCE.

The Secretary, acting through the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, shall—

(1) not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, initiate an internal re-
view of existing guidance for determining eligi-
bility of donors of human cell and tissue prod-
ucts;

(2) not later than 3 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, if appropriate—

(A) update the guidance titled ‘‘Eligibility De-
termination for Donors of Human Cells, Tissues,
and Cellular and Tissue-Based Products; Guid-
ance for Industry’’ issued August 2007; and

(B) issue or update, as applicable, any guid-
ance for industry of the Food and Drug Admin-
istration that includes—

(i) recommendations to reduce the risk of
transmission of mycobacterium tuberculosis by
human cells, tissues, and cellular and tissue-
based products (HCT/Ps); or

(ii) recommendations to reduce the risk of
transmission of disease agents associated with
sepsis for donors of human cells, tissues, and
cellular and tissue-based products (HCT/Ps);
and

(3) if the Secretary determines that issuing or
updating guidance as specified in paragraph (2)
is not appropriate, provide a written statement
of explanation of that determination to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the
Senate.

SEC. 5. CIVIL PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR HUMAN CELL AND
TISSUE PRODUCTS.

Section 368 of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 271) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(d)(1) Any person who, on or after the date
of the enactment of the Shandra Eisenga
Human Cell and Tissue Product Safety Act, vio-
lates a requirement of subparts C or D of section
1271 of title 21, Code of Federal Regulations, (or
successor regulations) with respect to human
cell or tissue products regulated under section
361 shall be liable to the United States for a civil
penalty in an amount not to exceed the sum of—

““(A)(i) 320,000 for each violation; and

“‘(ii) in the case of a violation that continues
after the Secretary provides written notice to
such person, 320,000 for each subsequent day on
which the violation continues; and

‘“‘(B) an amount equal to the retail value of
the human cell and tissue products that are the
subject of the violation.

‘““(2) The total civil penalty under paragraph
(1) may not exceed $10,000,000 for all such viola-
tions adjudicated in a single proceeding.

“(3) In this subsection, the term ‘human cell
and tissue products’ has the meaning given the
term ‘human cells, tissues, or cellular or tissue-
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based products’ in section 1271.3(d) of title 21,

Code of Federal Regulations (or successor regu-

lations).”’.

SEC. 6. STREAMLINING REGULATORY OVERSIGHT
OF HUMAN CELL AND TISSUE PROD-
UCTS.

(a) INFORMATION ON HUMAN CELL AND TISSUE
PRODUCTS.—

(1) WEBSITE.—The Secretary, acting through
the Commissioner of Food and Drugs, shall pub-
lish on the public website of the Food and Drug
Administration—

(A) educational materials about the Tissue
Reference Group; and

(B) best practices for obtaining a timely, accu-
rate recommendation regarding human cell and
tissue products from the Tissue Reference
Group.

(2) PUBLIC INFORMATION.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually for the subsequent 3 years, the
Secretary, acting through the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs, shall publish on the public
website of the Food and Drug Administration—

(A) the number of human cell and tissue es-
tablishments that registered with the Food and
Drug Administration on or after January 1,
2019;

(B) the number of inspections conducted by
the Food and Drug Administration of human
cell and tissue establishments on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2019, including a comparison of the num-
ber of inspections for blood establishments with
the number of inspections for such human cell
and tissue establishments;

(C) the number and type of inquiries to the
Tissue Reference Group in the preceding year;
and

(D) the average response time for submissions
to the Tissue Reference Group in the preceding
year, including average initial and final re-
sponse time.

(3)  EDUCATION.—The  Secretary, acting
through the Commissioner of Food and Drugs,
shall, with respect to the regulation of human
cell and tissue products—

(A) provide information to relevant stake-
holders, including industry, tissue establish-
ments, academic health centers, biomedical con-
sortia, research organizations, and patients;
and

(B) conduct workshops and other interactive
and educational sessions for such stakeholders
to help support regulatory predictability and
scientific advancement, as appropriate.

(b) HUMAN CELL AND TISSUE PRODUCT SCI-
ENTIFIC AND REGULATORY UPDATES.—Section
3205 of the Food and Drug Omnibus Reform Act
of 2022 (title III of division FF of Public Law
117-328) is amended by striking ‘‘best practices’
and all that follows through ‘‘other cellular
therapies’ and inserting ‘‘best practices on gen-
erating scientific data necessary to further fa-
cilitate the development of certain human cell-,
tissue-, and cellular-based medical products
(and the latest scientific information about such
products), namely, stem cell and other cellular
therapies’.

(c) PUBLIC DOCKET.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall establish a public docket to re-
ceive written comments related to—

(1) the approaches recommended for discus-
sion during the public workshop described in
section 3205 of the Food and Drug Omnibus Re-
form Act of 2022 (title III of division FF of Pub-
lic Law 117-328); and

(2) modernizing the regulation of human cell
and tissue products, including considerations
associated with assessing minimal manipulation
and homologous use (as such terms are defined
in section 1271.3 of title 21, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or successor regulations)) of human
cell and tissue products.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
September 30, 2026, the Secretary shall summa-
rice the approaches discussed in the public
workshop described in section 3205 of the Food
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and Drug Omnibus Reform Act of 2022 (title 11T
of division FF of Public Law 117-328) and the
public docket described in subsection (c), and
develop recommendations regarding the regula-
tion of human cell and tissue products, includ-
ing provisions under sections 1271.10(a) and
1271.3 of title 21, Code of Federal Regulations,
taking into account—

(1) regulatory burden;

(2) scientific developments;

(3) access to human cell and tissue products
regulated under section 361 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 264); and

(4) protecting public health.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7188, the Shandra Eisenga Human Cell
and Tissue Product Safety Act led by
Representative MOOLENAAR.

This bill was drafted in response to
the passing of Shandra Eisenga of Mar-
ion, Michigan, on August 10, 2023, due
to complications from a tuberculosis
infection.

Ms. Hisenga contracted TB after re-
ceiving a bone graft in April 2023 using
a tissue donation from an infected
donor.

She was 1 of 36 patients in seven
States to contract TB from a tissue do-
nation originating from this donor re-
sulting in 2 deaths.

The bill would help raise awareness
about the risks and life-transformative
benefits of human cell and tissue prod-
uct transplants through a public
awareness campaign. It would also re-
quire the FDA to take additional steps
to promote public health by issuing
and updating relevant guidance for in-
dustry on determining eligibility of do-
nors of human cell and tissue products.

This path forward will increase pa-
tient safety and public trust in these
lifesaving medical products.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 7188, the Shandra KEisenga
Human Cell and Tissue Product Safety
Act, sponsored by my colleagues, Rep-
resentatives DINGELL and MOOLENAAR.

Stem cell therapies and related prod-
ucts have shown tremendous promise
for delivering treatments to patients,
such as bone marrow transplants for
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certain cancer patients and therapies
for patients with blood and immune
system disorders.

However, there are still rogue clinics
that take advantage of patients des-
perate for cures.

For example, there have been reports
of some clinics peddling unapproved
treatments with exaggerated and de-
ceptive claims. Exposure to these
unproven treatments have put the
health of vulnerable patients at risk,
leading to serious adverse events, in-
cluding blindness, blood stream infec-
tions, paralysis, and tumor growth.

There are currently few meaningful
repercussions in the human cell and
tissue products industry, so this legis-
lation would change that by providing
the Food and Drug Administration
with additional enforcement tools to
move more quickly and effectively to
protect the public.

It provides a balanced approach to
improving safety of human cell tissue
in cellular and tissue-based products.
First, the legislation provides clarity
regarding FDA scientific and regu-
latory efforts to oversee these prod-
ucts. Second, it also enables more ef-
fective enforcement against an estab-
lishment that does not meet its donor
eligibility obligations or current good
tissue practice obligations.

This would also encourage respon-
sible manufacturers to continue to de-
velop and license products where the
scientific evidence supports the prod-
ucts’ safety, purity, and potency. This
is an important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. MOOLENAAR).

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding. I
also thank my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle, especially Congress-
woman DINGELL, my fellow Michi-
gander, who has worked very closely
with me on this.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this bipartisan legislation. This is
the Shandra Eisenga Human Cell and
Tissue Product Safety Act.

In 2023, 36 patients across seven
States contracted tuberculosis from in-
fected bone grafts. One of these pa-
tients was my constituent, Shandra
Eisenga, of Marion, Michigan, who
tragically passed away on August 10,
2023, from TB.

We are joined today in the gallery by
Shandra’s daughter, Amber; her hus-
band, Brandon, and their children;
Shandra’s fiance, Leo; as well as her
sister, Tarin Brunink, who also serves
in my office as the director of case-
work.

This family has been forever hurt by
the loss of Shandra, and today we are
taking concrete action to help stop
more families from having this same
terrible experience.

Shandra’s passing, as well as nine
other patients over the past 3 years,
was completely preventable if it was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

not for the inadequate oversight of tis-
sue material suppliers.

When it comes to tissue donations,
the FDA requires screening for diseases
like hepatitis, syphilis, and HIV. This
bipartisan bill will require screening
for tuberculosis as well and put an end
to preventable TB deaths like
Shandra’s.

This bill will also require HHS to
conduct research and public education
campaigns on the risks of surgery re-
quiring a tissue donation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this vital, bipartisan legisla-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members that the rules
do not allow references to persons in
the gallery.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as she may consume
to the gentlewoman from Michigan
(Mrs. DINGELL).

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ms. CASTOR for yielding to me. I also
thank my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle and, in particular, my dear
friend, JOHN MOOLENAAR. We have been
a team on this from the moment that
we heard about this.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share my
strong support for H.R. 7188, the
Shandra Eisenga Human Cell and Tis-
sue Product Safety Act.

I am proud to lead this bipartisan bill
alongside my friend and colleague from
Michigan, Mr. MOOLENAAR.
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Last summer, I was contacted by the
medical director of the Washtenaw
County Tuberculosis Clinic, who was
treating a patient, Shandra Eisenga,
for a severe post-surgical tuberculosis
infection. Shandra was Representative
MOOLENAAR’s constituent, but she was
being treated at the University of
Michigan, a medical facility in my dis-
trict. After a month of battling a se-
vere TB infection in the intensive care
unit, she unfortunately died.

Since Shandra’s passing, it has been
discovered that her death was, indeed,
linked to contaminated bone graft ma-
terial produced by Aziyo Biologics. She
was 1 of 36 patients who received mate-
rial from the contaminated lot. As of
today, this latest outbreak is linked to
the deaths of two patients, including
Shandra.

This bill requires the Department of
Health and Human Services to conduct
public awareness campaigns to assist
in preventing TB outbreaks caused by
contaminated human cell and tissue
product donations. We have also in-
cluded an important provision to allow
the Food and Drug Administration to
pursue civil penalties from establish-
ments that manufacture human cells,
tissues, and cellular- and tissue-based
products where they put the patient at
risk.

Patients and their healthcare pro-
viders deserve to know the risks associ-
ated with tissue donations, and compa-
nies that make and distribute contami-
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nated products must be held account-
able for their actions that put patients
in harm’s way.

Mr. Speaker, when this happened, I
had had multiple bone grafts because of
osteomyelitis. I never once was warned
of any danger, and my doctor was un-
aware of these dangers. We cannot let
that ever happen again. We must pro-
tect patients and educate patients.

I thank Energy and Commerce Chair
CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS and Rank-
ing Member FRANK PALLONE for fight-
ing for this important piece of legisla-
tion. Again, I would not be here with-
out my colleague, Representative
MOOLENAAR.

We owe it to Shandra and her family,
who is here and to whom we made a
commitment last August that we
would not let this happen to anybody
else again. I am happy that they see us
here fighting for them on this floor. We
are also here for any other patient who
has been affected by contaminated
bone grafts. We are going to prevent
these unnecessary tragedies from hap-
pening again.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘yes,” and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am glad we are here today. I was a
healthcare provider before I was in the
Congress for 15 years, and I find when
you have legislation like this that
comes up, it is surprising that we have
to, literally, as they say, have an act of
Congress to protect patients, but today
is one of those days.

In the healthcare space, it always
disappoints me when you see, whether
it is providers or whether it is organi-
zations that provide tissue, like this,
where it seems like their moral char-
acter is compromised by the quest for
profit. To me, it couldn’t be worse.

One of the goals that I have had since
I have been here—and this will prob-
ably be my last time on the House floor
managing a bill since I am retiring—is
to put patients first. Any legislation
that we propose, bipartisan legislation
that we do, that is the number one
goal.

The number one goal should not be
talking about the finances or other
things related to legislation. We do
have to talk about some of those
things, but at the end of the day, the
goal here is to make sure that the
American people get quality, afford-
able healthcare that is safe and that
they don’t get transplants like this
that have contaminated tissue that, in
this case, has resulted in her death and
the death of one other person, plus who
knows how many other people of the 36
have struggled with their medical care
based on this.

The other thing is, I wish this was an
isolated incident in the healthcare
space. Let me say that the vast major-
ity of people across the healthcare
space, from providers on down to com-
panies, do things right. They do things
the right way, but every once in a
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while, you will find organizations or
people who do not.

Mr. Speaker, it is surprising to me
that we have to address this with the
FDA because you would think that al-
ready—this is part of the problem when
you put specific diseases in for what
the FDA has to look at. They have to
look at HIV and syphilis and other
things, but these tissues can have al-
most anything there. We need to make
sure that they have the power and,
honestly, the legislative authority to
accomplish the goal that we all have,
and that is to protect patients.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is a very
important piece of legislation, and it is
bigger than just this legislation. This
is something that will, in perpetuity,
protect patients so we don’t end up
having situations like this.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t have any other
speakers on the legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time
to close.

It has been a pleasure to work with
Dr. BUCSHON. He has brought great in-
tellect and passion to his service on
health issues, especially at the Energy
and Commerce Committee. I also
thank Representative MOOLENAAR and
Representative DINGELL for their lead-
ership on this effort.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that
Shandra Eisenga’s tragedy will be
turned into progress and prevention for
other families across the United
States.

I urge a ‘‘yes” vote on H.R. 7188 and
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

I thank the gentlewoman for her
kind words. The Energy and Commerce
Committee is a committee that works
in a broad, bipartisan way to accom-
plish all kinds of things. I think if you
look back at this Congress or previous
Congresses, the number of pieces of
legislation that come to this floor that
have gone through our committee in a
bipartisan way, you would find that is
a substantial percentage of bills that
come across this floor. It has been an
honor and privilege to work with all of
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage a ‘‘yes”
vote on this really important legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BucsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7188, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONOR OUR LIVING DONORS ACT

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(H.R. 6020) to amend the Public Health
Service Act to eliminate consideration
of the income of organ recipients in
providing reimbursement of expenses
to donating individuals, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6020

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Honor Our Liv-
ing Donors Act’’.

SEC. 2. NO CONSIDERATION
ORGAN RECIPIENT.

Section 377 of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 274f) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (c) through
(f) as subsections (d) through (g), respectively;

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

““(c) NO CONSIDERATION OF INCOME OF ORGAN
RECIPIENT.—The recipient of a grant under this
section, in providing reimbursement to a donat-
ing individual through such grant, shall not
give any consideration to the income of the
organ recipient.”’; and

(3) in subsection (f), as so redesignated—

(4) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection
(c)(1)’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (d)(1)’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘subsection
(c)(2)’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (d)(2)’.

SEC. 3. REMOVAL OF EXPECTATION OF PAY-
MENTS BY ORGAN RECIPIENTS.

Section 377(e) of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 274f(e)), as redesignated by section 2,
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by adding
end;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; or
inserting a period; and

(3) by striking paragraph (3).

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT.

Section 377 of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 274f), as amended by sections 2 and 3,
is further amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““(h) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than Decem-
ber 31 of each year, the Secretary shall—

“(1) prepare, submit to the Congress, and
make public a report on whether grants under
this section provided adequate funding during
the preceding fiscal year to reimburse all donat-
ing individuals participating in the grant pro-
gram under this section for all qualifying ex-
penses; and

“(2) include in each such report—

““(A) the estimated number of all donating in-
dividuals participating in the grant program
under this section who did not receive reim-
bursement for all qualifying expenses during the
preceding fiscal year; and

“(B) the total amount of funding that is esti-
mated to be necessary to fully reimburse all do-
nating individuals participating in the grant
program under this section for all qualifying ex-
penses.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

OF INCOME OF
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 6020, the
Honor Our Living Donors Act, or the
HOLD Act, led by Representative JAY
OBERNOLTE.

This legislation will support living
organ donors who give the miraculous
gift of life to patients in need and their
families. Donating an organ is a self-
less act. The financial burdens of dona-
tion should not stand in the way of
people who are motivated to give the
gift of life.

Organ donors often take time off
work and undergo invasive medical
procedures to help patients in need.
Under current law, a living donor’s
ability to be reimbursed for qualified
expenses is based on the income of both
the donor and recipient. This has prov-
en to be an unnecessary barrier to liv-
ing organ donation and has resulted in
most living organ donors financing
their own donations.

The HOLD Act would ensure that
more heroic living donors are able to
access qualified reimbursements asso-
ciated with organ donation.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6020, the Honor Our Living Donors Act,
sponsored by Representatives
OBERNOLTE and DELBENE.

Living donor donation is an impor-
tant option for the more than 100,000
Americans on the national transplant
waiting list. However, many people
who would like to donate an organ
have trouble paying for their related
expenses. The National Living Donor
Assistance Center reduces these bar-
riers by providing reimbursement for
travel, lost wages, and dependent care
expenses to people pursuing living
organ donation.

Currently, there are strict income re-
strictions on who can be reimbursed for
being a living donor, including restric-
tions based on the income of the recipi-
ent. This bill would no longer limit
donor eligibility based on the income
of the recipient, allowing more donors
to qualify for necessary assistance
when donating organs.

This bipartisan legislation is an im-
portant step toward making living do-
nation easier for those who choose to
pursue it. It would also benefit the
thousands of individuals anxiously
awaiting an organ transplant.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in this effort to strengthen
and expand the National Living Donor
Assistance Center program. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”’
on H.R. 6020, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
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gentleman
OBERNOLTE).

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor to testify in support of my
bill, the Honor Our Living Donors Act.

Mr. Speaker, I think everyone can
agree that there are few acts more self-
less than a living donor donating an
organ to somebody else in need.

There is a desperate need for those
organs. We have over 100,000 Americans
currently actively awaiting a donated
organ to save their lives, yet we don’t
have enough donations to go around.

It will also come as no surprise that
the act of donating an organ comes
with substantial financial liability and
risk for the donors. There is time off
work to be considered. It is an invasive
medical procedure with, in some cases,
an extensive recovery. There are ex-
penses like childcare and travel. All of
these things make it very expensive to
donate an organ.

That is why the National Living
Donor Assistance Center was estab-
lished by Congress, to help fund these
badly needed donations. However, it is
not enough. Over 90 percent of the ac-
tive living donors who donate an organ
currently do so at their own expense.

One of the reasons for that is because
it is so difficult to qualify under the
current guidelines. In fact, it is means
tested so that it is dependent on the
sum of the income of the organ donor
and the organ recipient. I think we
should all be able to agree that that is
nonsensical. Only the income of the
donor should matter.

That is why this bill is so important.
This bill makes that simple change
that will hopefully incentivize more
people to undertake the selfless act of
donating an organ.

I thank you for your consideration,
Mr. Speaker, and I respectfully urge
adoption of the HOLD Act.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Representative OBERNOLTE for
his very thoughtful legislation, along
with Representative DELBENE. I urge a
“‘yes’” vote on H.R. 6020, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I urge a ‘‘yes” vote on this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BucsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6020, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

from California (Mr.

————
O 1630

DESIGNATION OF BALD EAGLE AS
NATIONAL BIRD

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
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4610) to amend title 36, United States
Code, to designate the bald eagle as the
national bird.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 4610

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF BALD EAGLE AS NA-
TIONAL BIRD.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) bald eagles are a historical symbol of
the United States representing independ-
ence, strength, and freedom;

(2) the bald eagle is unique to North Amer-
ica;

(3) on June 20, 1782, the bald eagle was
adopted as the Coat of Arms for the United
States Great Seal;

(4) the bald eagle image remains the lead-
ing insignia for all branches of the United
States military;

(5) the bald eagle is the leading image on
thousands of Federal Government branches,
departments, and agencies, including the
President, Vice-President, Congress, and
Senate;

(6) the bald eagle serves as the logo, trade-
mark, and brand icon for businesses, non-
profit organizations, and sports teams across
the United States;

(7) bald eagles are integral to the spiritual
lives and sacred belief systems of most Indig-
enous peoples and Tribal communities;

(8) bald eagles are prevalent in belief, prac-
tice, stories, ceremonies, dance, traditions,
songs, regalia, flags, insignias, arts, craft,
and other forms of spiritual reverence;

(9) bald eagle festivals are—

(A) held in over 100 locations across the
United States; and

(B) key components of community engage-
ment;

(10) the bald eagle is prevalent on—

(A) hundreds of United States stamps; and

(B) many United States coins and cur-
rencies;

(11) the bald eagle is a primary component
and symbol on Federal and State flags
throughout the United States; and

(12) joint efforts of the Federal Govern-
ment and State and local governments, non-
profit organizations, and individuals have
contributed to the successful recovery of the
bald eagle.

(b) DESIGNATION.—Chapter 3 of title 36,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§306. National bird

““The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
is the national bird.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The table
of sections for chapter 3 of title 36, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in the chapter heading,
“AND TREE” and inserting
BIRD”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
¢‘306. National bird.”.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section, the amendments made by this
section, or the adoption of the bald eagle as
the national bird of the United States may
be construed or used as a reason to alter,
change, modify, or otherwise affect any plan,
policy, management decision, regulation, or
other action of the Federal Government.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. FrRY) and the gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
SCANLON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

by striking
“TREE, AND
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on S. 4610.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the bald eagle has long
been associated with and a symbol of
the United States. It was first adopted
in the Great Seal of the United States
in 1782.

Versions of the Great Seal are used
in the Seal of the President of the
United States, the House of Represent-
atives, the Senate, and by countless
Federal agencies and departments.

The bald eagle appears on the flags
and insignia of our military, on our
passports, and on our currency. It ap-
pears on the flags and the seals of sev-
eral States as well.

The bald eagle is also important to
Native American Tribes across the
United States. It plays a key role in sa-
cred belief systems and traditions, sto-
ries, ceremonies, and insignias.

Despite this long and intertwined
history of the United States, the bald
eagle has not been officially designated
as our national bird. S. 4610 would
change that. This bill would amend
title 36 to enshrine the bald eagle as
the national bird along with our na-
tional anthem, national motto, and
other symbols of our country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
4610, a bill that would amend chapter
IIT of title 36 of the United States Code,
which codifies various national sym-
bols to designate the bald eagle as our
national bird.

The bald eagle, native to North
America, is a longstanding and cher-
ished symbol, as well as one for whom
football fans in my district share a spe-
cial affection. However, it may surprise
people to know that the law does not
already designate the bald eagle as our
national bird.

In 1782, the bald eagle was adopted as
part of the Coat of Arms for the Great
Seal of the United States. It has been
incorporated into the Seals of the
United States House of Representatives
and the U.S. Senate, the President and
Vice President of the United States,
and various government departments
and agencies.

It is also deeply embedded into our
culture as a symbol of patriotism, re-
flecting the strength, majesty, and
grace of our great Nation.

However, by the 1960s, this powerful
symbol of American freedom was on its
way to extinction due to the combined
impact of environmental hazards and
habitat laws.
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In the late 1970s, the bald eagle was
designated as endangered in many of
the lower 48 States. Today, its popu-
lation has recovered significantly,
thanks to targeted conservation meas-
ures spearheaded by the Federal Gov-
ernment and private individuals. These
included habitat protection, the ban-
ning of certain poisons and pesticides,
and captive breeding programs, all of
which led to the bald eagle being re-
moved from the endangered species list
and to its becoming a symbol of how
the Endangered Species Act can save
wildlife from extinction.

The bald eagle population in the
lower 48 States has increased from 417
nesting pairs in 1963 to more than 71,400
nesting pairs and 316,700 individual
birds today. In bringing this bill to the
floor, we applaud the efforts of Sen-
ators AMY KLOBUCHAR, CYNTHIA LUM-
MIS, MARKWAYNE MULLIN, and TINA
SMITH, as well as BRAD FINSTAD and
ANGIE CRAIG.

I urge the House to pass this legisla-
tion to designate the bald eagle as the
national bird, or as we say in Philadel-
phia, Go Birds.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, I urge all Members to pass it, and
send it to the President’s desk.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I echo the
sentiments of my colleague from
across the aisle and I urge my col-
leagues to support S. 4610.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of S. 4610, the counterpart to my bipartisan
legislation to recognize the bald eagle as the
National Bird of the United States of America.

Throughout this process, | have had the
pleasure of working with the National Eagle
Center in Wabasha, Minnesota, and we are
proud that they call southern Minnesota home.

As an undisputed symbol of our Nation, the
bald eagle represents the strength and inde-
pendence that we hold in our hearts as Amer-
ican citizens, and it is past time it is rightfully
recognized as the national bird.

Since 1782, the bald eagle has been a sym-
bol of America featured on the Great Seal;
however it has never been officially des-
ignated as the national bird.

It remains a symbol of freedom across the
country, as it is an emblem for all branches of
the military and serves as a logo, trademark,
and brand icon for businesses, nonprofits, and
sports teams across the country.

It is also represented on our stamps, coins,
and currency, holds spiritual value for our trib-
al communities, and so much more.

This bi-partisan, bi-cameral legislation gives
the bald eagle the long-overdue recognition it
deserves.

| would like to thank Senators KLOBUCHAR
and Lummis, as well as Representative CRAIG
for partnering with me on this legislation, and
| urge all of my colleagues to vote in support.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. Fry) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 4610.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

FEDERAL JUDICIARY
STABILIZATION ACT OF 2024

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (S. 3998)
to provide for the permanent appoint-
ment of certain temporary district
judgeships.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3998

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Federal Ju-
diciary Stabilization Act of 2024°.

SEC. 2. TEMPORARY JUDGESHIPS IN THE DIS-
TRICT COURTS.

(a) EXISTING JUDGESHIPS.—The existing
judgeships for the district of Hawaii, the dis-
trict of Kansas, and the eastern district of
Missouri authorized by section 203(c) of the
Judicial Improvements Act of 1990 (Public
Law 101-650; 28 U.S.C. 133 note) and the exist-
ing judgeships for the northern district of
Alabama, the district of Arizona, the central
district of California, the southern district of
Florida, the district of New Mexico, the
western district of North Carolina, and the
eastern district of Texas authorized by sec-
tion 312(c) of the 21st Century Department of
Justice Appropriations Authorization Act
(Public Law 107-273; 28 U.S.C. 133 note) shall,
as of the effective date of this Act, be au-
thorized under section 133 of title 28, United
States Code, and the incumbents in those of-
fices shall hold the office under section 133 of
title 28, United States Code, as amended by
this Act.

(b) TABLES.—In order that the table con-
tained in section 133 of title 28, United
States Code, will, with respect to each judi-
cial district, reflect the changes in the total
number of permanent district judgeships au-
thorized as a result of subsection (a) of this
section, such table is amended—

(1) by striking the items relating to Ala-
bama and inserting the following:

“Alabama:

Northern 8
Middle 3
Southern 37

(2) by striking the item relating to Arizona

and inserting the following:
“Arizona 137;

(3) by striking the items relating to Cali-
fornia and inserting the following:

“California:

Northern 14
Eastern 6
Central 28
Southern 137;

(4) by striking the items relating to Flor-
ida and inserting the following:

“Florida:

Northern 4
Middle 15
Southern 18";

(5) by striking the item relating to Hawaii
and inserting the following:

“Hawaii 4",

(6) by striking the item relating to Kansas
and inserting the following:

“Kansas 6";
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(7) by striking the items relating to Mis-
souri and inserting the following:

“Missouri:
Eastern 7
Western 5

Eastern and Western

(8) by striking the item relating to New
Mexico and inserting the following:

“New Mexico 7"

(9) by striking the items relating to North
Carolina and inserting the following:

“North Carolina:

Eastern 4
Middle 4
Western 5"; and

(10) by striking the items relating to Texas
and inserting the following:

“Texas:

Northern 12
Southern 19
Eastern 8
Western 13".

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this Act and the amendments made by this
Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. FRY) and the gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
SCANLON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on S. 3998.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has al-
ready taken the most important step
to stabilizing our overworked Federal
courts.

Last week, the House joined the Sen-
ate in decisively passing the JUDGES
Act of 2024. Dozens of Democrats joined
Republicans to finally add much-need-
ed judgeships for the first time in 20
years. We urge the President to set
aside partisan politics and sign the bill
into law.

The bill before us today, S. 3998, is
another piece of critical legislation
aimed at relieving the backlog of our
Federal courts. The Federal Judiciary
Stabilization Act of 2024 further aids
the Federal judiciary by converting 10
temporary judgeships into permanent
ones.

Importantly, this bill does not create
any new vacancies. Instead, this bill
ensures that districts don’t lose a
judgeship if a judge retires or takes
senior status after a temporary judge-
ship expires in the future.

This bill makes permanent judge-
ships in Alabama, Arizona, California,
Florida, Hawaii, Kansas, Missouri, New
Mexico, North Carolina, and Texas.
Passing this bill will provide stability
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to the regions of those States that
have come to rely on these temporary
judgeships since their creation, in some
cases more than 30 years ago.

This bill takes into account the rec-
ommendations of the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States, and it is
sorely needed.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in
the House to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of S. 3998, the Federal Judici-
ary Stabilization Act of 2024, a bill to
convert 10 temporary Federal judge-
ships to permanent seats.

Our country is facing a serious judi-
cial shortage and has for some time.
The last bill creating Federal district
court judgeships was passed into law
over 30 years ago.

Since that time, the Federal caseload
has ballooned, and it has become in-
creasingly difficult to ensure that
Americans are able to have their day in
court. This need spurred Republicans
and Democrats to seek passage of the
JUDGES Act earlier this year before
the November election.

That bill was predicated on an agree-
ment to give 25 judicial appointments
to the unknown at that time next
President. I was disappointed that Re-
publican leadership held the bill until
after the election in order to ensure
that their candidate controlled the ap-
pointments.

It was very disappointing to have
politics introduced on what should
have been a bipartisan bill. We can’t go
back in time and pass the JUDGES Act
before the election, but we can pass
this legislation on a bipartisan basis to
prevent the loss of 10 Federal judge-
ships when the current temporary
judgeships expire.

Temporary judgeships are designed
to help district courts reduce unusu-
ally large backlogs. Short-term judge-
ships look very similar to permanent
ones. They are created by Congress,
and the judges are appointed by the
President to a lifetime judgeship.

However, after a temporary judgeship
expires, the next person to retire or
otherwise leave the bench in that judi-
cial district is simply not replaced.
That is exactly what will happen if
these 10 temporary judgeships are al-
lowed to lapse.

When a judge retires, no new nomi-
nees will be sent to Congress. Those ju-
dicial districts will lose judgeships on
which they have relied for at least two
decades, and Americans living in those
districts will have trouble accessing
justice.

We may call these judgeships tem-
porary, but it is clear they are needed
on a permanent basis. The 10 at issue
today on S. 3998 have been reauthorized
again and again. Since they were first
authorized over 20 years ago, our Na-
tion has grown, and with it, the de-
mands on our Federal judicial system
have grown too.
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Making these 10 temporary judge-
ships permanent will ensure that peo-
ple living and working in those com-
munities have a Federal court system
that is more responsive to their needs.

The Federal Judiciary Stabilization
Act is a product of bipartisan, bi-
cameral work. I thank my colleagues
in both Chambers, Senators MAZIE
HIRONO and TED CRUZ along with Rep-
resentatives TED LIEU and LANCE
GOODEN for their hard work on this
bill.

The Senate passed this bill in April,
so if the House passes it today, it will
go directly to the President’s desk. I
am proud to support this bill. I urge all
of my colleagues to do the same

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will
strengthen the rule of law and access
to justice, and provide stability to our
judiciary by ensuring the number of
Federal judges doesn’t decrease when
these temporary judgeships expire.

Each of these judicial districts has
relied on these temporary judgeships
for decades, and it is long past time
that we make them permanent. This
bill is a small, but meaningful step to-
ward making our courthouse doors ac-
cessible to all Americans, regardless of
where they live. I hope we can replicate
this bipartisan work in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this bill, and send it to the
President’s desk, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I echo the
comments of my colleague from across
the aisle, and I urge my colleagues in
the House to support this bipartisan,
bicameral piece of legislation, S. 3998,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. FrY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3998.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

JAMES MOUNTAIN INHOFE VA
MEDICAL CENTER

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
5314) to designate the medical center of
the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the James Moun-
tain Inhofe VA Medical Center.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 5314

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF JAMES MOUNTAIN
INHOFE VA MEDICAL CENTER.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The medical center of
the Department of Veterans Affairs under
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construction as of the date of the enactment
of this Act at 440 South Houston Avenue,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, shall after such date of en-
actment be known and designated as the
“James Mountain Inhofe Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center’’ or the ‘‘James
Mountain Inhofe VA Medical Center”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the med-
ical center referred to in subsection (a) shall
be considered to be a reference to the James
Mountain Inhofe VA Medical Center.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SELF). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) and the
gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S.
5314.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 5314, a bill to designate the med-
ical center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as
the James Mountain Inhofe VA Med-
ical Center.

Senator James Inhofe was born in
1934 in Des Moines, Iowa. He was draft-
ed into the Army in 1956 and served
until 1958. After serving in Oklahoma
State politics and serving as the mayor
of Tulsa, Senator Inhofe was elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives rep-
resenting Oklahoma’s First District.

Senator Inhofe then represented the
State of Oklahoma in the United
States Senate from 1994 until 2023. Sen-
ator Inhofe chaired the Senate Armed
Services Committee, and was instru-
mental in passing legislation which en-
sures our Nation’s defense and the
well-being of our servicemembers.

O 1645

Senator Inhofe will be remembered
for his long legacy of public service,
from the U.S. Army to the U.S. Senate,
and I am proud to name this VA med-
ical center after him.

Anyone who knew Senator Inhofe
knew how much he cared for our Na-
tion’s men and women in uniform. I
thank the sponsor of this bill, Senator
LANKFORD, as well as the entire Okla-
homa delegation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support S. 5314, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise to express my support for S.
5314, a bill to designate the medical
center of the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the
James Mountain Inhofe VA Medical
Center, introduced by Senator
LANKFORD of Oklahoma.
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This legislation is a fitting tribute to
the long and dedicated service of
former U.S. Senator James Inhofe,
whose legacy is defined by his unwaver-
ing commitment to serving OKla-
homa’s veterans and ensuring that
they receive the care and services they
have earned.

Born and raised in Tulsa, Senator
Inhofe served in the Army before be-
coming a Senator. He demonstrated a
lifelong commitment to service to his
community until his death earlier this
year.

As we continue to make investments
and support construction projects to
improve veterans’ access to care at VA
facilities, we will remember Senator
Inhofe’s tireless support of the new VA
facility that is currently under con-
struction and that will soon bear his
name.

Mr. Speaker, I support S. 5314 and
ask that my colleagues do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from OKkla-
homa (Mr. HERN), my good friend.

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with great honor and pride to the leg-
acy of the remarkable Oklahoma Sen-
ator James Mountain Inhofe and to
support S. 5314, a bill sponsored by my
colleague Senator LANKFORD to name
the new VA medical center in Tulsa
after this towering figure in our
State’s history, and I would argue, in
our Nation’s history.

This new 275,000-square-foot, 58-bed
medical-surgical VA hospital will bear
the name of James Mountain Inhofe
VA Medical Center, a fitting tribute to
a man who dedicated his career to
championing our military, our vet-
erans, and their families.

Senator Inhofe’s legacy of service is
unmatched. From his early days as
mayor of Tulsa to his decades in the
Senate, he fought tirelessly for the
men and women who wear the uniform
of this Nation.

I thank Senator LANKFORD for lead-
ing this effort in the Senate and for en-
suring the unanimous passage of this
important bill.

It was an honor to introduce com-
panion legislation in the House along-
side the Oklahoma delegation, knowing
how much this hospital’s name will
mean to our veterans and their fami-
lies.

For those of us privileged to call Sen-
ator Inhofe a friend, this is deeply per-
sonal. His unwavering dedication to
our State and our Nation, his tireless
advocacy for those who served, and his
steadfast leadership left an indelible
mark on every corner of Oklahoma.

Naming this hospital in his honor en-
sures his legacy will endure, reminding
us all of the standard he set as a public
servant.

Oklahomans knew Senator Inhofe as
their Senator, their mayor, their advo-
cate, and most importantly, their
friend. This designation is more than a
tribute. It is a promise to carry for-
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ward his commitment to the men and
women who sacrificed so much for the
freedom of our Nation.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, I am ready to close,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

I ask all my colleagues to join me in
passing S. 5314 to designate the medical
center of the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as the
James Mountain Inhofe VA Medical
Center.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, 1
encourage all Members to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 5314.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DESMOND
T. DOSS VA CLINIC

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
3938) to designate the community-based
outpatient clinic of the Department of
Veterans Affairs in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘‘Private First Class
Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3938

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS DESMOND T. DOSS VA CLINIC
IN LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The community-based
outpatient clinic of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Lynchburg, Virginia, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act
be known and designated as the ‘‘Private
First Class Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic”.

(b) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the clinic re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be considered
to be a reference to the Private First Class
Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. B0oST) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks on S. 3938.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?
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There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of S. 3938, a
bill that designates the community-
based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in Lynchburg,
Virginia, as the Private First Class
Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic.

Desmond T. Doss was born in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, in 1919 and enlisted in
the U.S. Army in 1942 after the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Harbor.

In 1944, he took part in both the Bat-
tle of Guam and the Battle of the Phil-
ippines, serving as a medic in the 77th
Infantry Division. While serving in
those battles, he earned two Bronze
Stars for exceptional valor in assisting
wounded soldiers while under fire.

In 1945, during the Battle of Okinawa,
PFC Doss saved an estimated 76 wound-
ed men atop the infamous Hacksaw
Ridge. For his heroism, he was awarded
the Medal of Honor by President Tru-
man.

After the war, he raised a son with
his wife, Dorothy, on a small farm in
Georgia.

PFC Doss remains a testament to the
American spirit and an example of
going above and beyond to answer the
call of duty.

By naming the VA clinic after him,
his story of service will be told for gen-
erations of Americans.

I thank the sponsor of the bill, Sen-
ator WARNER, as well as the entire Vir-
ginia delegation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support S. 3938, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my
support for S. 3938, a bill to designate
the Department of Veterans Affairs
community-based outpatient clinic in
Lynchburg, Virginia, as the Private
First Class Desmond T. Doss VA Clinic.
I thank my colleague Senator WARNER
for introducing it.

Private First Class Doss served with
extraordinary courage during many of
World War II’s fiercest battles. His ac-
tions saved the lives of hundreds of his
fellow soldiers, despite never being an
active combatant, and his story is
nothing short of heroic. I am proud to
support this bill to honor his service.

The son of a decorated World War I
veteran, Mr. Doss was raised in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, as a devout Seventh-
day Adventist. A cornerstone of his
faith was pacificism, but despite this,
he enlisted into the Army in April of
1942 following the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor.

During our Nation’s darkest hour, he
made the patriotic decision to balance
his religious belief in nonviolence with
a calling to protect his Nation by pur-
suing a nonarmed role as an Army
medic. Assigned to 2nd Platoon, Com-
pany B, 1lst Battalion, 307th Infantry
Division, Private First Class Doss soon
found himself in some of the Pacific
theater’s most intense combat. Nota-
bly, he was awarded two Bronze Star
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Medals for exceptional valor in Guam
and the Philippines, aiding wounded
soldiers under fire.

Private First Class Doss and the
members of the 77th Infantry Division
were assigned a major role during the
Battle of Okinawa in 1945, the bloodiest
conflict in the Pacific. The nearly 3-
month-long battle resulted in roughly
49,000 American casualties, including
13,000 servicemembers who were Kkilled
in action.

Private First Class Doss dem-
onstrated extraordinary heroism dur-
ing the Battle of Okinawa, saving up-
wards of over 100 soldiers over the
course of the conflict while routinely
placing himself in the line of fire.
Many of the casualties he saved were
during operations during the notorious
Maeda Escarpment, commonly called
Hacksaw Ridge.

Time and again in the conflict, Pri-
vate First Class Doss exposed himself
to heavy rifle and mortar fire to pro-
vide aid to wounded soldiers and evac-
uate them to safety.

Even when Private First Class Doss
sustained his own injuries, he never
gave up on providing aid to his fellow
soldiers. While tending to wounded sol-
diers during a night raid, Private First
Class Doss was seriously wounded in
the legs from a grenade blast. To avoid
having another medic risk his life to
save him, he valiantly cared for his
own wounds and waited 5 hours before
a medical evacuation team could reach
him.

Noticing a critically wounded soldier
nearby, Private First Class Doss
crawled off the litter he was laying on
and ensured his evacuation team cared
for that man first. In all, Private First
Class Doss saved the lives of 75 wound-
ed infantrymen.

For his tremendous bravery and her-
oism, Private First Class Doss was
awarded the Medal of Honor by Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman on October 12,
1945.

The immense courage, sacrifice, and
patriotism that Private First Class
Doss displayed while serving in the Pa-
cific theater are in many ways
unfathomable.

As a nation, we owe him a debt of
gratitude that can never be fully re-
paid, but we should commit to hon-
oring his legacy. I can think of no bet-
ter way to ensure that his service is re-
membered for generations to come.

Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-
tant piece of legislation, and I ask that
my colleagues do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOOD).

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
proudly support the legislation to
name the Lynchburg, Virginia, VA
Clinic after Private First Class
Desmond T. Doss, a World War II hero
and Medal of Honor recipient.

This bill, S. 3938, is the Senate com-
panion following and complementing
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my original legislation, and I thank
Senator WARNER for joining me in
championing this cause.

Desmond Doss is greatly admired in
my district, and in May of 2023 at the
request of some of my constituents, I
introduced a bill to rename the Lynch-
burg VA Clinic after him in honor of
his outstanding legacy.

It is fitting for the building that pro-
vides healthcare services to our Na-
tion’s heroes to be named after one
who dedicated his military career to
saving as many lives as possible.

A devout Seventh-day Adventist,
Doss believed that killing in all cir-
cumstances was wrong, nevertheless,
he still chose to serve his country as a
medic in the United States Army when
called upon during World War II.

Doss proved his heroism in battle and
under fire and became the first con-
scientious objector to be awarded the
Medal of Honor after fearlessly saving
75 wounded men in the Battle of OKi-
nawa.

As the Medal of Honor citation de-
scribes: ‘‘Doss refused to seek cover
and remained in the fire-swept area
with the many stricken, carrying them
one by one to the edge of the escarp-
ment and there lowering them on a
rope-supported litter down the face of a
cliff to friendly hands.”

The citation describes many more in-
stances where Doss disregarded his own
personal safety to protect others.

Many Americans saw his story de-
picted in the popular 2016 movie
‘““‘Hacksaw Ridge.”

His extraordinary bravery was true
faith in action. Although he didn’t
have to pay the ultimate price in bat-
tle, he lived the words of Jesus in the
Gospel of John: Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down omne’s life for
one’s friends.

Doss’ humble beginnings were in my
district, in Lynchburg, Virginia, and
Lynchburg has always loved him. In
1945, the city threw a parade in his
honor, but it has been nearly 80 years
since then, and Lynchburg wants an-
other opportunity to celebrate one of
our most heroic citizens.

Today, if the House passes this bill,
it will be sent to the President’s desk,
and this Congress will have done a
small thing to honor a great man. I
trust my colleagues will join me in vot-
ing ‘“‘yes.”

In conclusion, I thank the entire Vir-
ginia delegation for uniting behind this
bill. I would especially like to thank
Steve Bozeman, my veteran con-
stituent, who came to me with this
idea. Steve Bozeman leads a weekly
gathering to support the troops in
Lynchburg, Virginia, and this group of
mostly veterans has met without fail
every Friday for more than 20 years, so
well over 1,000 consecutive Fridays to
honor our veterans and our military
servicemembers.

Finally, I express my gratitude for
the sacrifices made by all veterans and
servicemembers who fought to Kkeep
our Nation safe. Mr. Speaker, it has

H7175

been a privilege to represent them in
Congress.

O 1700

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all
my colleagues to join me in passing S.
3938 to designate the Department of
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Lynchburg, Virginia,
as the Private First Class Desmond T.
Doss VA Clinic, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
all Members to support this legislation,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 3938.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
HENRY PARHAM VA CLINIC

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4955) to name the community-
based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in Monroe-
ville, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Henry
Parham VA Clinic”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4955

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Henry Parham was born in Emporia,
Virginia, in November 1921.

(2) At age 21, Henry Parham was drafted
into the Army and shipped out to England in
1943 with the 320th Barrage Balloon Bat-
talion in preparation for the D-Day inva-
sions.

(3) The 320th Barrage Balloon Battalion, a
segregated Army unit, consisted of approxi-
mately 700 African-American soldiers with
the mission of hoisting barrage balloons de-
signed to entangle incoming German planes
and prevent them from conducting strafing
runs on ground troops.

(4) On June 6, 1944, Private First Class
Henry Parham and his section of the 320th
Barrage Balloon Battalion landed at Omaha
Beach. With the threat of enemy sniper and
rifle fire ever present, PFC Parham’s unit
performed their duties, hoisting their bar-
rage balloons 2,000 feet into the air over the
beachhead in Normandy.

(6) For two months, Private First Class
Henry Parham and the 320th Barrage Balloon
Battalion stood watch at Omaha Beach,
keeping the pipeline of incoming supplies
and Allied troops secure before returning to
the United States in September 1944.

(6) After his service, Henry Parham moved
to Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania, where he lived
and worked as a heavy equipment operator
until 1986. There, he met and married his
wife, Ethel Parham, to whom he was married
for more than 45 years.

(7) Henry Parham died on July 4, 2021, in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at the age of 99.
He was survived by his wife, Ethel, both of
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whom served for decades as volunteers at the
medical center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
and local chapters of veterans service orga-
nizations.

(8) Henry Parham was the last surviving
African-American combat veteran who took
part in the D-Day landings on June 6, 1944.
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF HENRY PARHAM DE-

PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
CLINIC.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The community-based
outpatient clinic of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Monroeville, Pennsylvania,
shall after the date of the enactment of this
Act be known and designated as the ‘“‘Henry
Parham Department of Veterans Affairs
Clinic” or the ‘“‘Henry Parham VA Clinic”.

(b) REFERENCE.—AnNYy reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic referred to in
subsection (a) shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to the Henry Parham VA Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R.
4955.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4955, a bill to designate the
community-based outpatient clinic of
the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Monroeville, Pennsylvania, as the
Henry Parham VA Clinic.

Henry Parham was born in 1921 in
Greenville, Virginia, and was drafted
into World War II in 1942.

In June of 1944, he took part in the D-
day landing in France, serving in the
320th Very Low Altitude Anti-Aircraft
Barrage Balloon Battalion. His unit
was responsible for downing dozens of
enemy aircraft.

After the war, he returned home. In
his spare time, he kept serving his
community by volunteering with his
wife in their local VA. He was also the
last surviving African American who
took part in the D-day landings when
he passed away in 2021.

Henry Parham is a great example of
what it means to live a life of service,
and I am proud to name this VA clinic
after him to continue to tell the story
of service and inspire future genera-
tions.

I thank the sponsor of the bill, Rep-
resentative LEE, as well as the entire
Pennsylvania delegation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, H.R. 4955, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my
support for H.R. 4955. This bill will des-
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ignate the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs community-based outpatient clin-
ic in Monroeville, Pennsylvania, as the
Henry Parham VA Clinic. I thank my
colleague, Representative LEE, for in-
troducing this bill.

A member of a segregated Army unit,
Private First Class Parham was likely
the last surviving African-American D-
day combat veteran. His heroic actions
during perhaps the most famous mili-
tary operation in American history are
worthy of our continued gratitude. It is
my pleasure to support this bill to do
just that.

Mr. Parham was born in Emporia,
Virginia, in November 1921 and was the
son of a sharecropper. With limited
educational opportunities in Emporia
for African Americans, Mr. Parham
moved to Richmond as a teenager to
begin work as a porter for Trailways
buses.

Following American entry into World
War II, Mr. Parham was drafted into
the Army at age 21. His unit, the 320th
Barrage Balloon Battalion, had the
mission of protecting ground forces by
raising the hydrogen-filled balloons to
disrupt and down enemy aircraft.

The 320th, an all-Black unit, initially
trained in Tennessee before being sent
to England in 1943 to prepare for the D-
day invasion.

Landing on Omaha Beach hours after
the first wave of American troops, Pri-
vate First Class Parham and his unit
encountered heavy German fire and
casualties spread across the battlefield.
Private First Class Parham survived
the assault at Omaha Beach, and his
service continued in the months to
come.

Private First Class Parham and the
320th remained at Omaha Beach for 2
months following the June 6 invasion.
This unit played a critical role in pro-
tecting supply lines and troop move-
ments for follow-on operations in the
region. The actions of Private First
Class Parham and the 320th were cru-
cial to the ultimate defeat of Nazi
forces and Allied victory in Europe.

Private First Class Parham and the
320th returned to the United States in
November of 1944. They were stationed
in Hawaii. The unit began preparing for
deployment to the Pacific as part of
the planned invasion of Japan. They
were still in Hawaii when atomic
bombs were dropped on Japan in Au-
gust 1945, ending the war.

After World War II ended, Mr.
Parham and his wife, Ethel, settled in
Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania, just out-
side of Pittsburgh. He worked as a
heavy equipment operator for years in
the region.

Following his retirement, both Mr.
and Mrs. Parham became active volun-
teers at local VA hospitals and with
The American Legion.

Mr. Parham, like so many members
of the Greatest Generation, answered
his Nation’s call to serve to protect de-
mocracy at home and abroad.

During a time of racial division, Mr.
Parham remained committed to a
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country that often treated him as a
second-class citizen. His actions with
the 320th Barrage Balloon Battalion on
D-day and the months that followed
are deserving of our continued grati-
tude and respect.

What is more, his work with fellow
veterans as a volunteer in his post-
military life demonstrated a lifelong
commitment to our Nation’s heroes.
There is perhaps no better way to
honor Mr. Parham than to ensure that
this community facility bears his name
and helps to educate the public about
his service.

Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-
tant piece of legislation. I ask my col-
leagues do the same, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. LEE), the author of
H.R. 4955 and my very good friend who
serves on the Oversight and Account-
ability Committee and the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee.

Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of my bill to
designate the new Department of Vet-
erans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Monroeville, Pennsyl-
vania, as the Henry Parham VA Clinic.

Private First Class Henry Parham,
who at the time of his passing on July
4, 2021, was believed to be the last sur-
viving Black combat veteran of D-day.
He passed away at the Pittsburgh VA
Medical Center at the age of 99, leaving
behind an extraordinary legacy of cour-
age, resilience, and service.

Drafted into the Army at just 21
years old, Mr. Parham joined the 320th
Barrage Balloon Battalion, the only
Black combat unit to land on D-day.
Unable to swim on that day, Mr.
Parham waded through neck-high
water onto Omaha Beach, carrying his
equipment under the chaos of enemy
fire, praying for survival.

For 2 months, he and his battalion
stood watch, aiding the flow of supplies
and reinforcements to sustain Allied
forces in turning the tide of the war.
When asked about his service, Mr.
Parham said simply: I did my duty. I
did what I was supposed to do as an
American.

That sense of responsibility defined
him. After the war, Mr. Parham, like
so many Black veterans, returned to a
country that denied him the very free-
doms he had fought to protect. He en-
dured, devoting his life to service,
spending decades volunteering at the
Pittsburgh VA medical center and his
local American Legion alongside his
wife of 54 years, Ethel.

His dedication earned his recognition
in his later year, including the French
Legion of Honor.

In September 2023, the VA opened the
Monroeville community-based out-
patient clinic to improve veterans’ ac-
cess to primary and specialty out-
patient services in our region.

Naming this facility after Henry
Parham will serve as both a tribute to
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his legacy and acknowledgment of the
immense sacrifices made by veterans
like him, those who fought for freedom
abroad while enduring injustice at
home. It is a testament to their cour-
age and their unyielding belief in this
Nation’s promise, even when that
promise was denied them.

In honoring Mr. Parham, let us con-
tinue to honor all veterans by ensuring
they receive the highest quality of care
and support they deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
RESCHENTHALER for co-leading this ef-
fort with me, Senators FETTERMAN and
CASEY for their leadership in the Sen-
ate, and the entire Pennsylvania dele-
gation for their support, and I urge my
colleagues to pass this bill.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask my
colleagues to join me in passing H.R.
4955, a bill to designate the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based
outpatient clinic in Monroeville, Penn-
sylvania, as the Henry Parham VA
Clinic, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I
encourage Members to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4955.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

DUANE E. DEWEY VA CLINIC

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8667) to rename the community-
based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in Cadillac,
Michigan, as the ‘““‘Duane E. Dewey VA
Clinic”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8667

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF DUANE E. DEWEY
VA CLINIC.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The outpatient clinic of
the Department of Veterans Affairs located
at 1905 North Mitchell Street in Cadillac,
Michigan, shall, after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, be known and designated
as the ‘“‘Duane E. Dewey Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Clinic” or the ‘‘Duane E.
Dewey VA Clinic”.

(b) REFERENCE.—AnYy reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic referred to in
subsection (a) shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to the Duane E. Dewey VA Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R.
8667.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
H.R. 8667, a bill to rename the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in Cad-
illac, Michigan, as the Duane E. Dewey
VA Clinic.

Duane Dewey was born in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, in 1931 and established
in the U.S. Marine Corps during the
height of the Korean war. Serving as a
machine gunner, he was wounded by a
grenade that landed by his feet.

While being treated for his wounds,
another enemy grenade landed near
him. Without regard for his life, Cor-
poral Dewey jumped on the grenade as
it exploded. For his actions, he earned
the Medal of Honor which was awarded
to him by President Eisenhower.

After being medically discharged
from active duty in 1952, he went on to
start his own business and serve as
chaplain at the AMVETS post named
in his honor in Baldwin, Michigan.

I thank the sponsor of this bill, Rep-
resentative MOOLENAAR, as well as the
entire Michigan delegation for hon-
oring their fellow Michigander with
this tribute.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 8667, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my
support for H.R. 8667, a bill to des-
ignate the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs community-based outpatient clin-
ic in Cadillac, Michigan, as the Duane
E. Dewey VA Clinic introduced by Rep-
resentative MOOLENAAR.
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Risking his own life to protect his
fellow marines, Corporal Dewey dem-
onstrated incredible bravery while
serving in the Korean war. His heroic
service deserves to be memorialized in
his home State of Michigan, and I am
proud to support this bill to do just
that.

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Mr.
Dewey was a foundry worker at Na-
tional Motor Casting at the beginning
of the Korean war. Determined to sup-
port his Nation, he enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps Reserves in 1951 for an in-
definite enlistment.

Corporal Dewey completed basic
training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island, South Carolina. He then
underwent intensive combat training
in Camp Pendleton, California.

At the completion of his training,
Corporal Dewey deployed to Korea as a
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member of weapons platoon Company
E, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines in Sep-
tember 1951.

Corporal Dewey and the members of
Company E participated in the United
Nations summer-fall offensive of 1951
and in the second winter during the
Korean war.

On April 16, 1952, Corporal Dewey and
the roughly 80-member Company E
found themselves under attack near
Panmunjom, a village at the border be-
tween what is now North Korea and
South Korea. Outnumbered by nearly
700 enemy forces, Corporal Dewey di-
rected his machine gun squad to pro-
vide continuous suppressive fire.

As Corporal Dewey was being treated
for wounds sustained by a grenade ex-
plosion, another grenade landed in
their vicinity.

Despite his injuries, Corporal Dewey
immediately alerted his machine gun
squadron and the hospital corpsmen
treating his wounds that a grenade had
just landed.

Corporal Dewey launched himself on
top of the grenade to minimize impact
to his fellow marines, sacrificing his
own safety and saving the lives of
many of his fellow soldiers. The gre-
nade exploded, lifting him off the
ground and leaving serious wounds
throughout his body.

Corporal Dewey was evacuated to
hospitals in Japan and then back to
the United States for treatment and re-
habilitation for his serious shrapnel
and gunshot wounds. He was released
from Active Duty on August 19, 1952.

For his heroic actions, Corporal
Dewey was awarded the Medal of Honor
in 1953. He was the first person to be
awarded the Medal of Honor by Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower, who fa-
mously told Dewey that he ‘“must have
a body of steel.”

The uncommon valor Corporal Dewey
displayed while serving in Korea is
worth our continued recognition and
appreciation. His service is a reminder
of the sacrifices that Americans from
all walks of life have made in defense
of our freedoms. It is fitting to honor
his legacy by naming the VA clinic in

Cadillac, Michigan, for Corporal
Dewey.
Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-

tant piece of legislation, and I ask my
colleagues to do the same. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. MOOLENAAR), who is the spon-
sor of the legislation.

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chair for yielding time and
for his kind words, and for the gentle-
man’s kind words.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bipartisan legislation to rename the
Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic in
Cadillac, Michigan, in honor of the late
Corporal Duane Dewey, a Michigan na-
tive and a U.S. marine.

Corporal Dewey was extraordinarily
brave in his service to our Nation. In
April 1952, Corporal Dewey was serving
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as the leader of a machine gun squad in
Korea when he came under fire. After
hours of fighting, an enemy grenade
fell at his feet. It exploded, and Dewey
was injured.

Then, as he was being treated for his
wounds, a second grenade was launched
and landed near his position. Dewey
alerted his fellow marines of the dan-
ger and rushed to smother the explo-
sive. In this moment of bravery, he
used his body to cover the explosive
and saved the members of his squad.

Miraculously, Duane survived the
blast, and he returned home to Michi-
gan to recover from his injuries. Dewey
was awarded the Congressional Medal
of Honor by President Dwight Eisen-
hower, who did joke that Duane has a
body of steel.

Duane’s Medal of Honor citation
read, in part: ‘“His indomitable cour-
age, outstanding initiative, and valiant
efforts on behalf of others in the face of
almost certain death reflect the high-
est credit upon Corporal Dewey and en-
hance the finest traditions of the U.S.
Naval Service.”

Duane Dewey lived a humble life. He
served his community as a school bus
driver and ran an office machine repair
shop. He remained involved in the vet-
erans community and spoke to his fel-
low veterans frequently, offering them
encouragement and sharing his story.

My legislation to rename this VA
clinic in his home State is a fitting
honor for Duane’s service to our Nation
and his lifelong support of our vet-
erans.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in passing H.R. 8667
to designate the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Cadillac, Michigan, as
the Duane E. Dewey VA clinic, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I
encourage all Members to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 8667.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
LOUIS A. CONTER VA CLINIC

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 9124) to name the Department of
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Auburn, California, as
the ‘“‘Louis A. Conter VA Clinic”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 9124

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Louis ‘“Lou’’ Anthony Conter was born
on September 13, 1921, in Ojibwa, Wisconsin.

(2) Lt. Commander Lou Conter, the last re-
maining survivor of the attack on the USS
Arizona at Pearl Harbor, was an American
hero.

(3) On that fearful day, Petty Officer
Conter helped evacuate shipmates who were
blinded, wounded, or burned, even restrain-
ing some of his fellow shipmates from jump-
ing overboard into the burning sea.

(4) In the days after the attack, he helped
with recovering bodies and putting out fires.
Lou Conter’s heroic actions saved the lives
of many of his shipmates on December 7,
1941.

(5) Following Pearl Harbor, Conter contin-
ued serving during WWII in New Guinea and
in Europe as an enlisted naval aviation pilot
assigned to VP-11, a ‘‘Black Cat’ Squadron.

(6) Lou Conter would be awarded with the
Distinguished Flying Cross for actively tak-
ing part in the rescue of 219 Australians
trapped by Japanese troops in New Guinea.

(7) Later, in the Korean War, he served on
the USS Bon Homme Richard as both an in-
telligence officer and a navy aviation pilot.
Following his service in the Korean War, he
served as a military intelligence advisor to
three Presidents: Dwight D. Eisenhower,
John F. Kennedy, and Lyndon B. Johnson.

(8) During the 1950s, Liou Conter played a
prominent role in the establishment and de-
velopment of the Navy Survival, Evasion,
Resistance and Escape (SERE) training pro-
gram.

(9) In addition to the Distinguished Flying
Cross, he was awarded the Navy Commenda-
tion Medal and became the first recipient of
the USS Arizona Medal of Freedom.

(10) Louis Conter retired from the Navy in
1967 after serving 28 years as a Lieutenant
Commander.

(11) Following his retirement, he gener-
ously gave his time to share his personal ex-
periences at veterans’ ceremonies and by
giving lectures to students.

(12) Lieutenant Commander Conter’s lec-
tures were popular with generations of local
students who were equally fascinated and en-
thralled by his first-person accounts.

(13) He is eminently deserving of recogni-
tion for his decades of service to a grateful
nation.

(14) Lieutenant Commander Conter passed
away in Grass Valley, California on April 1,
2024.

SEC. 2. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-

FAIRS COMMUNITY-BASED OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC, AUBURN, CALI-
FORNIA.

The Department of Veterans Affairs com-
munity-based outpatient clinic in Auburn,
California, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as
the ‘“Louis A. Conter VA Clinic”. Any ref-
erence to such clinic in any law, regulation,
map, document, record, or other paper of the
United States shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to the Louis A. Conter VA Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5
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legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks on H.R. 9124.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 9124, a bill to name the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-
based outpatient clinic in Auburn,
California, the Louis A. Conter VA
Clinic.

Louis Conter was born in Wisconsin
in 1921. He enlisted in the Navy in 1939
and was assigned to the infamous USS
Arizona.

On the morning of December 7, 1941,
Louis was standing watch on the deck
of the Arizona when it came under at-
tack by Japanese bombers.

As the infamous explosion that ig-
nited the ship’s magazine happened,
Louis was thrown to the ground. As the
ship began to sink, he aided the wound-
ed. In the following days, Louis helped
put the fires out and recover the bodies
from the wreckage.

Following the attack, as the war
kicked into high gear, Louis was se-
lected for pilot training. He deployed
to the Pacific theater and was shot
down twice. Again, defying all odds, he
survived and reached the rank of lieu-
tenant, earning the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross.

Louis was reactivated during the Ko-
rean war in the 1950s, eventually retir-
ing from the Navy in 1967 at the rank
of lieutenant commander. After his
service, he lived out the rest of his life
as a real estate developer and author.

Louis Conter was the last known sur-
vivor of the USS Arizona before passing
away on April 1, 2024.

I am proud to name the VA clinic
after him to memorialize his historic
story of service. I thank the sponsor of
this bill, Representative KILEY, as well
as the entire California delegation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 9124, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my
support for H.R. 9124, a bill to des-
ignate the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs community-based outpatient clin-
ic in Auburn, California, as the Louis
A. Conter VA Clinic, which was intro-
duced by Representative KILEY of Cali-
fornia.

Lieutenant Commander Louis A.
Conter, the last remaining survivor of
the attack on the USS Arizona at Pearl
Harbor, embodied the highest ideals of
military service and American valor. I
am proud to support this bill to honor
his service.

During the fateful attack on Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941, he helped
evacuate shipmates who were blinded,
wounded, and burned. In the days fol-
lowing the attack, he helped recover
bodies and put out smoldering fires.
Lou Conter’s heroic actions saved the
lives of many of his shipmates.
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Mr. Conter continued to serve with
distinction throughout World War II as
a naval aviation pilot, earning the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross for rescuing
219 Australians trapped by Japanese
troops in New Guinea.

Later, during the Korean war, he
served as both an intelligence officer
and naval aviation pilot aboard the
USS Bon Homme Richard. In addition to
the Distinguished Flying Cross, he was
awarded the Navy Commendation
Medal and became the first recipient of
the USS Arizona Medal of Freedom.

After retiring from Active Duty, he
continued to serve the Nation as a
military intelligence adviser to three
Presidents: Dwight D. Eisenhower,
John F. Kennedy, and Lyndon B. John-
son. In the 1950s, he helped establish
the Navy’s survival, evasion, resist-
ance, and escape, or SERE, training
program.

Following his retirement from the
Navy in 1967 after 28 years of service,
Lieutenant Commander Conter re-
mained active in his community. He
generously shared his experiences at
veteran ceremonies and delivered lec-
tures to students. His passing on April
1 of this year marked the end of a life
dedicated to service and preservation
of American military history. He is
very deserving of this recognition for
his decades of service to a grateful na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-
tant piece of legislation, and I ask my
colleagues to do the same. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KILEY), who is the sponsor
of this legislation.

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I am truly
grateful that today the House is taking
up my legislation to honor a truly ex-
traordinary constituent of mine whom
we lost earlier this year.

My bill would rename the Auburn VA
facility after Grass Valley resident and
World War II veteran Lieutenant Com-
mander Lou Conter.

It is notable that in order to advance
this legislation, we actually had to get
the signatures of each and every mem-
ber of the California congressional
House delegation. That is 52 people who
came together and all signed on to this
bill. I think it speaks to what a true
American hero Lou Conter was.

He was, in fact, the last survivor of
the attack on the USS Arizona during
Pearl Harbor. On that fateful day in
1941, Commander Conter heroically
evacuated shipmates who were blinded,
wounded, or burned, even restraining
some of his fellow shipmates from
jumping overboard into the burning
sea. Then, on the day after the attack,
he helped in recovering bodies and put-
ting out fires.

Lou Conter’s heroic actions saved the
lives of many of his shipmates. Not
only that, but he also continued to
serve our country for decades following
Pearl Harbor. He flew over 200 combat
missions.
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On one of those missions, Com-
mander Conter would be awarded with
the Distinguished Flying Cross for ac-
tively taking part in the rescue of 219
Australians trapped by Japanese troops
in New Guinea.

He later served in the Korean war
and retired from the Navy in 1967 after
23 years as a lieutenant commander. He
resided in Grass Valley, California,
until his death earlier this year at the
age of 102.

Lieutenant Commander Conter dedi-
cated his life to the service of others
and sacrifice for our country. His cour-
age, along with that of so many from
the Greatest Generation, has left an in-
delible mark on our country and de-
fined our national character in so
many ways.

Following his passing this last April,
there really could be no better way to
honor Lieutenant Commander Conter
and his enduring legacy than naming a
veterans healthcare facility in his
honor.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman BoOST
for his work on this legislation as well,
and I look forward to seeing it pass
with unanimous bipartisan support.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-
tant piece of legislation, and I ask that
my colleagues do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in passing H.R. 9124
to designate the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Auburn, California, as
the Louis A. Conter VA clinic, and I
yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I
encourage all Members to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 9124.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

SENATOR ELIZABETH DOLE 21ST
CENTURY VETERANS HEALTH-
CARE AND BENEFITS IMPROVE-
MENT ACT

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
141) to amend title 38, United States
Code, to improve certain programs of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
home and community based services
for veterans, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 141

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century
Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improve-
ment Act”.
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I-HEALTH CARE MATTERS

Subtitle A—Veterans Community Care
Program Matters

Sec. 101. Implementation of provision of
care under Veterans Commu-
nity Care Program upon deter-
mination of eligibility by vet-
eran and veteran’s referring cli-
nician.

Outreach regarding care and serv-
ices under Veterans Commu-
nity Care Program.

Annual review and report on waiv-
ers of certain payment rates
under Veterans Community
Care Program.

Modification of requirements for
standards for quality of care
from Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Pilot program to improve adminis-
tration of care under Veterans
Community Care Program.

Pilot program on consolidating ap-
proval process of Department of
Veterans Affairs for covered
dental care.

Strategic plan on value-based
health care system for Veterans
Health Administration; pilot
program.

Plan on adoption of certain health
information standards for De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
and certain health care pro-
viders.

Report on use of value-based reim-
bursement models under Vet-
erans Community Care Pro-
gram.

Inspector General assessment of
implementation of Veterans
Community Care Program.

111. Comptroller General report on den-

tistry under Veterans Commu-
nity Care Program.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Nursing
Home and Other Long Term Care and Fam-
ily Caregivers

Sec. 120. Increase of expenditure cap for non-

institutional care alternatives
to nursing home care.

121. Coordination with Program of All-
Inclusive Care for the Elderly.

Authority for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to award grants or
contracts to entities to improve
provision of mental health sup-
port to family caregivers of vet-
erans.

Home- and community-based serv-
ices: programs.

Coordination with assistance and
support services for caregivers.

Improvements to program of com-
prehensive assistance for fam-
ily caregivers.

Improvements relating to Home-
maker and Home Health Aide
program.

Pilot program to furnish assisted
living services to certain vet-
erans.

Provision of medicine, equipment,
and supplies available to De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to
State homes.

Sec. 102.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.

Sec. 108.

Sec. 109.

Sec. 110.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 122.

Sec. 123.

Sec. 124.

Sec. 125.

Sec. 126.
127.

Sec.

Sec. 128.
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Sec. 129. Recognition of organizations and
individuals to assist veterans,
family members, and caregivers
navigating programs and serv-
ices of Veterans Health Admin-
istration.

Sec. 130. Reviews and other improvements
relating to home- and commu-
nity-based services.

Sec. 131. GAO report on mental health sup-
port for caregivers.

Sec. 132. Development of centralized website
for program information.

Sec. 133. Definitions.

Subtitle C—Medical Treatment and Other
Matters

Sec. 140. Quarterly report on referrals for
non-Department of Veterans
Affairs health care.

Elimination of certain require-
ments for certain Department
of Veterans Affairs Assistant
Under Secretaries.

Modification of pay limitation for
physicians, podiatrists, optom-
etrists, and dentists of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Reimbursement of ambulance cost
for care for certain rural vet-
erans.

Pilot program to furnish dental
care from the Department of
Veterans Affairs to certain vet-
erans diagnosed with ischemic
heart disease.

Documentation of preferences of
veterans for scheduling of ap-
pointments for health care
under laws administered by
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Staffing model and performance
metrics for certain employees
of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Online health education portal for
veterans enrolled in patient en-
rollment system of Department
of Veterans Affairs.

Limitation on detail of directors of
medical centers of Department
of Veterans Affairs to different
positions.

National Veteran Suicide Preven-
tion Annual Report.

Report on physical infrastructure
required by medical facilities of
Department of Veterans Affairs
to provide dental care services.

Comptroller General report on cer-
tain oral health care programs
under laws administered by
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Review of workflows associated
with processing referrals be-
tween facilities of the Veterans
Health Administration.

Plan for timely scheduling of ap-
pointments at medical facili-
ties of Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Authorization of appropriations to
support initiatives for mobile
mammography services for vet-
erans.

TITLE II—ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
MATTERS
Subtitle A—Educational Assistance

Sec. 201. Temporary expansion of eligibility
for Marine Gunnery Sergeant
John David Fry Scholarship.

Sec. 202. Removal of expiration on entitle-
ment to Marine Gunnery Ser-
geant John David Fry Scholar-
ship for surviving spouses.

Sec. 203. Sole liability for transferred edu-
cational assistance by an indi-
vidual who fails to complete a
service agreement.

Sec. 141.

Sec. 142.

Sec. 143.

Sec. 144.

Sec. 145.

Sec. 146.

Sec. 147.

Sec. 148.

Sec. 149.

Sec. 150.

Sec. 151.

Sec. 1562.
153.

Sec.

Sec. 154.
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Sec. 204. Notice to educational institutions

of risk-based surveys.

Sec. 205. Relationship of participation by an
educational institution in cer-
tain Federal student financial
aid programs to approval of
such institution for purposes of
Department of Veterans Affairs
educational assistance pro-
grams.

Expansion of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs oversight of cer-
tain educational institutions.

Requirement that educational in-
stitutions approved for pur-
poses of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs educational as-
sistance programs provide dig-
ital official transcripts.

Payment of full monthly housing
stipend for veterans enrolled in
final semester using edu-
cational assistance under Post-
9/11 Educational Assistance
Program.

Modification of rules for approval
of commercial driver education
programs for purposes of edu-
cational assistance programs of
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Provision of certificates of eligi-
bility and award letters using
electronic means.

Retroactive effective date of law
regarding charge to entitle-
ment to educational assistance
for individuals who do not
transfer credits from certain
closed or disapproved programs
of education.

Department of Veterans Affairs
high technology program.

Notice of changes to Department of
Veterans Affairs policies and
guidance affecting the edu-
cational assistance programs of
the Department.

Payment of VA educational assist-
ance via electronic fund trans-
fer to a foreign institution of
higher education.

Improving transparency and ac-
countability of educational in-
stitutions for purposes of vet-
erans educational assistance.

Subtitle B—Employment and Training

Sec. 221. Improvements to reemployment
rights of members of the Armed
Forces.

Sec. 222. Review of investigations manual of
Veterans’ Employment and
Training Service.

Sec. 223. Warrior Training
Course.

Subtitle C—Home Loans

Sec. 231. Improvements to program for di-
rect housing loans made to Na-
tive American veterans by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 232. Native community development fi-
nancial institution relending
program.

TITLE III—DISABILITY AND MEMORIAL
AFFAIRS MATTERS

Sec. 301. Burial allowance for certain vet-
erans who die at home while in
receipt of hospice care fur-
nished by Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

Sec. 302. Authority for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to award grants to
States and Indian Tribes to im-
prove outreach to veterans.

Sec. 303. Definition of surviving spouse.

Sec. 206.

Sec. 207.

Sec. 208.

Sec. 209.

Sec. 210.

Sec. 211.

Sec. 212.

Sec. 213.

Sec. 214.

Sec. 215.

Advancement
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Ensuring only licensed health care
professionals perform medical
disability examinations under
certain Department of Veterans
Affairs pilot program.

Provision of information regarding
an agent or attorney to a li-
censed health care professional
who performs a medical dis-
ability examination under cer-
tain Department of Veterans
Affairs pilot program.

Modernization of Department of
Veterans Affairs disability ben-
efit questionnaires.

Department of Veterans Affairs
automatic processing of certain
claims for temporary disability
ratings.

TITLE IV—HOMELESSNESS MATTERS

Sec. 401. Short title.

Sec. 402. Per diem payments provided by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
for services furnished to home-
less veterans.

403. Authorization for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to use certain
funds for improved flexibility in
assistance to homeless vet-
erans.

404. Access to Department of Veterans
Affairs telehealth services.

TITLE V—OVERSIGHT AND
INVESTIGATIONS MATTERS

501. Department of Veterans Affairs
employee training regarding Of-
fice of Inspector General.

502. Annual review of security at cov-
ered facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

503. Modification of certain housing
loan fees.

TITLE I—HEALTH CARE MATTERS

Subtitle A—Veterans Community Care
Program Matters

SEC. 101. IMPLEMENTATION OF PROVISION OF
CARE UNDER VETERANS COMMU-
NITY CARE PROGRAM UPON DETER-
MINATION OF ELIGIBILITY BY VET-
ERAN AND VETERAN’S REFERRING
CLINICIAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the period speci-
fied in subsection (c), the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall implement section
1703(d)(1)(E) of title 38, United States Code,
in compliance with the implementing regula-
tions for such section under section
17.4010(a)(5) of title 38, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, such that the determination of eligi-
bility for care is final and shall be made by
the veteran and the veteran’s referring clini-
cian.

(b) CORRECTION OF ERRORS.—A covered vet-
eran and the referring clinician of such vet-
eran may correct any errors made with re-
spect to a determination described in sub-
section (a).

(¢) PERIOD SPECIFIED.—The period specified
in this subsection is the two-year period be-
ginning on the date that is 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year and
not later than two years after the com-
mencement of the period specified by sub-
section (c¢), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to Congress a report on the care
provided under section 1703(d)(1)(E) of title
38, United States Code, during the one-year
period preceding the date of the report, in-
cluding—

(1) the number of instances of care pro-
vided;

(2) the type of care provided; and

(3) the cost of such care.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit the

Sec. 304.

Sec. 305.

Sec. 306.

Sec. 307.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Secretary’s authority to prescribe, amend, or
rescind regulations under section 1703 of title
38, United States Code.

(f) COVERED VETERAN DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 1703(b) of
title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 102. OUTREACH REGARDING CARE AND
SERVICES UNDER VETERANS COM-
MUNITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Section 1703 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (o) as sub-
section (p); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (n) the fol-
lowing new subsection (0):

*“(0) OUTREACH REGARDING AVAILABILITY OF
CARE AND SERVICES.—(1) The Secretary shall
conduct outreach to inform veterans of the
following:

‘“(A) The conditions for care or services
under subsections (d) and (e).

‘“(B) How to request such care or services.

‘(C) How to appeal a denial of a request for
such care or services using the clinical ap-
peals process of the Veterans Health Admin-
istration.

‘(2) Upon enrollment of a veteran in the
system of annual patient enrollment estab-
lished and operated under section 1705 of this
title, and not less frequently than every two
years thereafter, the Secretary shall inform
the veteran of information described in para-
graph (1).

‘(3) The Secretary shall ensure that infor-
mation described in paragraph (1) is—

‘“(A) publicly displayed in each medical fa-
cility of the Department;

“(B) prominently displayed on a website of
the Department; and

“(C) included in other outreach campaigns
and activities conducted by the Secretary.”’.

(b) SoLID START PROGRAM.—Section
6320(a)(2)(A) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘, including how to
enroll in the system of annual patient enroll-
ment established and operated under section
1705 of this title and the ability to seek care
and services under sections 1703 and 1710 of
this title’” before the semicolon.

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON OUT-
REACH.—Not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to Congress a report on the efforts of
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure
that veterans are informed of the conditions
for eligibility for care and services under
section 1703 of title 38, United States Code,
including such efforts to conduct outreach
pursuant to subsection (o) of such section (as
added by subsection (a)).

SEC. 103. ANNUAL REVIEW AND REPORT ON
WAIVERS OF CERTAIN PAYMENT
RATES UNDER VETERANS COMMU-
NITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1703 of title 38,
United States Code, is further amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (p) as sub-
section (q); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (o) the fol-
lowing new subsection (p):

“‘(p) ANNUAL REVIEW AND REPORT ON WAIV-
ERS OF PAYMENT RATES.—(1) On an annual
basis, the Secretary shall—

““(A) conduct a review of waivers of pay-
ment rates under subsection (i) for Third
Party Administrators to identify whether
such waivers help to alleviate community-
specific challenges, including scarcity of
medical services associated with access to
health care; and

‘(B) submit to Congress a report on the re-
sults of such review.

‘“(2) Each report under paragraph (1)(B)
shall include, with respect to the period cov-
ered by the report—

““(A) a statement, disaggregated by region,
of the total number of waivers described in
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subparagraph (A) of such paragraph re-
quested by Third Party Administrators;

‘(B) a statement of the total number of
such waivers that were—

‘(i) granted by the Secretary;

‘“(ii) denied by the Secretary; or

‘‘(iii) withdrawn by a Third Party Adminis-
trator;

‘(C) a description of the process for the re-
view required under paragraph (1);

‘(D) a statement, disaggregated by region,
of the average time to process such waivers;

‘“(E) an assessment, disaggregated by re-
gion, of the extent to which such waivers
that were granted by the Secretary improved
access to health care for covered veterans;
and

‘““(F) a description of trends, if any, identi-
fied by the Secretary with respect to such
waivers.

“(3) In this subsection, the term ‘Third
Party Administrator’ has the meaning given
such term in section 1703B of this title.”.

(b) DEADLINE.—The Secretary shall submit
the first report required under subsection (p)
of section 1703 of such title (as added by sub-
section (a)) not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 104. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR
STANDARDS FOR QUALITY OF CARE
FROM DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1703C of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘In establishing” and in-
serting ‘“(A) In establishing’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(B) The Secretary shall ensure that the
standards for quality established under para-
graph (1) are comparable to industry stand-
ards to ensure there is adequate data trans-
ference between care furnished by the De-
partment and care furnished by a non-De-
partment provider.’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), by adding at the
end the following new clause:

‘“(v) Outcomes relating to patient quality
of life.”;

(C) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘and the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services’ and inserting ‘‘the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services,
and the Indian Health Service’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘and other nongovern-
mental entities’ and inserting ‘‘and other
non-governmental entities including Third
Party Administrators’’; and

(D) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting
the following new paragraphs:

““(5) When collecting, considering, and ap-
plying data related to patient care for pur-
poses of establishing standards for quality
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall en-
sure no metric is being over or under ana-
lyzed.

‘(6) In establishing standards for quality
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

‘“(A) utilize the most up-to-date practices
for extracting and analyzing relevant data;

‘“(B) utilize all relevant data available to
the Secretary;

‘“(C) ensure the most efficient use of time
and resources related to the use of data sci-
entists employed by the Department; and

‘(D) collaborate, as appropriate, with enti-
ties specified in paragraph (4).

“(T(A) Not less frequently than once every
five years, the Secretary shall update the
standards for quality established under para-
graph (1) pursuant to the requirements for
the establishment of such standards under
this subsection.

‘(B) Not later than 30 days after any date
on which the Secretary updates, pursuant to
subparagraph (A), the standards for quality
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under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report on such updated standards for
quality.”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘““Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the Secretary establishes
standards for quality under subsection (a)”’
and inserting ‘‘Not less frequently than once
every three years’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘pursuant to standards for
quality under subsection (a)’’ after ‘‘medical
facilities of the Department’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or up-
dates’ after ‘‘establishes’.

(b) DEADLINE FOR UPDATE.—The Secretary,
pursuant to paragraph (7) of section 1703C(a)
of title 38, United States Code (as added by
subsection (a)), shall make the first update
to the standards for quality established
under paragraph (1) of such section not later
than the date that is five years after the
date on which the Secretary submits the re-
port under paragraph (2) of subsection (d).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port on how the Secretary—

(1) has consulted with entities specified in
paragraph (4) of section 1703C(a) of title 38,
United States Code, before the date of the
enactment of this Act in establishing stand-
ards for quality under such section;

(2) has continued to consult with those en-
tities on and after such date of enactment;
and

(3) intends to leverage data sciences to im-
prove standards for quality care furnished by
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(d) UPDATES TO QUALITY CARE METRICS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on how the Secretary
plans to implement the amendments made
by subsections (a).

(2) DEADLINE; SUMMARY REPORT.—Not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

(A) implement the amendments made by
subsection (a), including by updating the
standards for quality established under sec-
tion 1703C of title 38, United States Code; and

(B) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report detailing the standards
for quality updated pursuant to such amend-
ments.

(e) AUDIT OF QUALITY CARE METRICS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall enter
into one or more contracts with a non-De-
partment entity described in paragraph (2) to
conduct an audit on the quality of care from
the Department of Veterans Affairs, includ-
ing through non-Department health care
providers pursuant to section 1703 of title 38
United States Code.

(2) NON-DEPARTMENT ENTITY DESCRIBED.—A
non-Department entity described in this
paragraph is an entity that—

(A) specializes in analyzing large-scale or-
ganizational data collection and analysis ef-
forts, especially with respect to the health
care sector; and

(B) has experience and proven outcomes in
optimizing the accuracy and comprehensive-
ness of data collection and analysis related
to the quality of health care services.

(3) ELEMENTS.—The audit required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the methodology used
by the Department to collect and assess data
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on the quality of care furnished by the De-
partment, including any vulnerabilities in
such methodology.

(B) An assessment of the accuracy and reli-
ability of the data sources used by the De-
partment to compile data on the quality of
care furnished by the Department.

(C) The extent to which the standards the
Department uses to assess the quality of
care furnished by the Department are—

(i) comparable with industry standards;

(ii) easily accessible to, and understood
by—

(I) veterans;

(IT) employees of the Department; and

(IIT) other individuals, as the private sec-
tor entity considers appropriate.

(D) Any recommendations of such private
sector entity with respect to improvements
that the Secretary could administer to more
accurately capture the quality of care fur-
nished by the Department.

(4) REPORTS ON AUDIT.—

(A) REPORT ON FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Not later than 60 days after any date
on which a private sector entity described in
paragraph (2) completes an audit under para-
graph (1), such private sector entity shall
submit to the Secretary, the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate, and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report that includes—

(i) the findings of such audit; and

(ii) recommendations of such private sec-
tor entity with respect to such audit.

(B) REPORT ON PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS.—
Not later than 60 days after any date on
which the Secretary receives a report under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on how the Secretary plans to improve
the standards for quality of care of the De-
partment.

(f) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” has the
meaning given such term in section 1703C of
title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 105. PILOT PROGRAM TO IMPROVE ADMINIS-
TRATION OF CARE UNDER VET-
ERANS COMMUNITY CARE PRO-
GRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Pursuant to section
1703E of title 38, United States Code, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, acting through
the Center for Innovation for Care and Pay-
ment established under such section, shall
carry out a pilot program to seek to develop
and implement a plan—

(1) to provide monetary and non-monetary
incentives to a covered health care pro-
vider—

(A) to allow the Secretary to see the sched-
uling system of the provider, to assess the
availability of, and to assist in scheduling
appointments for, veterans under the Vet-
erans Community Care Program under sec-
tion 1703 of such title, including through
synchronous, asynchronous, and asyn-
chronous assisted digital scheduling;

(B) to complete continuing professional
educational training available through the
VHA TRAIN program (Oor any successor pro-
gram or initiative) regarding veteran cul-
tural competency, the opioid safety initia-
tive (or any successor program or initiative),
and other subjects determined appropriate
by the Secretary;

(C) to improve methods of accounting for
non-Department training that is equivalent
or substantially similar to the continuing
professional educational training described
in subparagraph (B);

(D) to improve the rate of the timely re-
turn to the Secretary of medical record doc-
umentation for care or services provided
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under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram;

(E) to improve the timeliness and quality
of the delivery of care and services to vet-
erans under such program; and

(F) to achieve other objectives determined
appropriate by the Secretary; and

(2) to decrease the rate of no-show appoint-
ments under such program.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the establishment of the pilot
program under this section, and annually
thereafter during the term of the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a report on the pilot program that in-
cludes, with respect to the period covered by
the report—

(1) an assessment of the extent to which—

(A) the system of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for scheduling appointments
for veterans under the Veterans Community
Care Program has improved;

(B) the rate of timely return to the Sec-
retary of medical record documentation de-
scribed in subparagraph (D) of subsection
(a)(1) has improved;

(C) the timeliness and quality of the deliv-
ery of care and services described in subpara-
graph (E) of such subsection has improved;
and

(D) the frequency of no-show appointments
described in paragraph (2) of such subsection
decreased;

(2) a list of the continuing professional
educational training courses under subpara-
graph (B) of such subsection available to cov-
ered health care providers;

(3) the rate of participation in such con-
tinuing professional education training
courses; and

(4) any other matter the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered health care pro-
vider’” means a health care provider—

(A) described in subsection (¢c) of section
1703 of title 38, United States Code, that fur-
nishes care or services under the Veterans
Community Care Program pursuant to a con-
tract or agreement with a Third Party Ad-
ministrator; or

(B) that otherwise furnishes care or serv-
ices outside of Department facilities pursu-
ant to a contract or agreement with the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The term ‘‘opioid safety initiative”
means the programs, processes, and guide-
lines of the Veterans Health Administration
of the Department of Veterans Affairs relat-
ing to the management of opioid therapy and
chronic pain.

(3) The term ‘“‘Third Party Administrator”
means an entity that manages a network of
health care providers and performs adminis-
trative services related to such network
under section 1703 of such title.

(4) The term ‘“VHA TRAIN program’
means the free program of the Veterans
Health Administration that offers veteran-
specific continuing medical education
courses.

SEC. 106. PILOT PROGRAM ON CONSOLIDATING
APPROVAL PROCESS OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR
COVERED DENTAL CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, acting
through the Center for Innovation for Care
and Payment established under section 1703E
of title 38, United States Code, shall carry
out a pilot program under which the Sec-
retary shall hire—

(1) general dentists at medical facilities of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to man-
age approval by the Department of treat-
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ment plans requested by dental providers in
providing covered dental care; and

(2) dental specialists at Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks of the Department
to manage approval by the Department of
treatment plans for specialty dental care re-
quested by dental providers in providing cov-
ered dental care.

(b) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program in not fewer than two
Veterans Integrated Service Networks of the
Department.

(c) REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the commencement of
such pilot program, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report on the pilot program, that in-
cludes—

(A) an identification of the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks participating in
such pilot program;

(B) a description of the implementation of
such pilot program;

(C) an identification of any barriers or
challenges to implementing such pilot pro-
gram;

(D) an assessment of the efficacy of hiring
general dentists and dental specialists pursu-
ant to such pilot program;

(E) aggregated feedback with respect to
such pilot program from dentists of the De-
partment in Veterans Integrated Service
Networks participating in such pilot pro-
gram; and

(F) aggregated feedback from dental pro-
viders providing covered dental care within
such Veterans Integrated Service Networks
regarding any changes in the timeliness of
treatment plan approvals by the Depart-
ment.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
before the date of the completion of such
pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the pilot program that—

(A) includes, with respect to the period
covered by the report, each element of the
report required under paragraph (1) described
in subparagraphs (A) through (F) of such
paragraph;

(B) includes recommendations of the Sec-
retary on whether the pilot program should
be—

(i) extended;

(ii) expanded; or

(iii) adopted throughout the Department;
and

(C) indicates whether the Secretary re-
quests action by Congress to make the pilot
program permanent.

(d) SUNSET.—The authority to carry out
the pilot program under this section shall
terminate on the date that is two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(e) COVERED DENTAL CARE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered dental care”
means dental care provided—

(1) under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code; or

(2) pursuant to a Veterans Care Agreement
under section 1703A of such title.

SEC. 107. STRATEGIC PLAN ON VALUE-BASED
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FOR VET-
ERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION;
PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKING GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) establish a working group on value-
based care; and

(B) submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Senate the strategic plan developed by
the working group pursuant to subsection
(D).
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(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) REQUIRED MEMBERS.—The working
group shall include, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing members:

(i) The Under Secretary for Health of the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(i) The Director of the Office of Mental
Health and Suicide Prevention of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (or any successor
office).

(iii) The Director of the Office of Inte-
grated Veteran Care of the Department (or
any successor office).

(iv) The Director of the Office of Rural
Health of the Department (or any successor
office).

(v) The Director of the Office of Connected
Care of the Department (or any successor of-
fice).

(vi) The Assistant Secretary for the Office
of Information Technology (or any successor
office).

(vii) The Chief Officer of the Office of
Healthcare Innovation and Learning of the
Office of Discovery, Education, and Affiliate
Networks of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration (or any successor office).

(viii) An individual designated by the Sec-
retary from the Center for Innovation for
Care and Payment of the Department under
section 1703E of title 38, United States Code.

(ix) An individual designated by the Ad-
ministrator of the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services from the Center for Medi-
care and Medicaid Innovation.

(x) An individual designated by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services from
the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy of
the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration.

(xi) The Chief of Human Capital Manage-
ment for the Veterans Health Administra-
tion.

(xii) An individual designated by the Sec-
retary of Defense that is a representative of
the Defense Health Agency.

(xiii) An individual selected by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs from the special
medical advisory group established under
section 7312 of title 38, United States Code.

(B) OPTIONAL MEMBERS.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs may appoint any of the fol-
lowing individuals as members of the work-
ing group:

(i) An individual representing the Health
and Medicine Division of the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medi-
cine.

(ii) Three individuals representing a pri-
vate health care system that has made the
transition to value-based care.

(iii) Three individuals representing an or-
ganization recognized by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs under section 5902 of title
38, United States Code.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—AIll meetings de-
liberations, and products of the working
group shall be made publicly available
throughout the duration of the working
group, including to individuals representing
organizations recognized by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs under section 5902 of title
38, United States Code.

(4) EXEMPTION FROM FACA.—Chapter 10 of
title 5, United States Code, shall not apply
to the working group established under para-
graph (1).

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC PLAN.—The
working group shall develop a strategic plan
to implement value-based care into the Vet-
erans Health Administration that includes
the following:

(1) An identification of the state of the
Veterans Health Administration as of the
date of the enactment of this Act, including
an assessment of the current model of health
care delivery used by the Veterans Health
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Administration in medical facilities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) An assessment of the capacity needs of
the Veterans Health Administration during
the five-year period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(3) An analysis of the leadership of the Vet-
erans Health Administration, including an
assessment of leadership acumen and ability
to implement a clear, shared vision and ef-
fective change management and care coordi-
nation.

(4) An identification of goals for the future
of the Veterans Health Administration.

(5) An identification and classification of
the current capabilities, capacity, and gaps
in access and quality of the health care sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(6) An analysis of value-based care models,
including—

(A) a selection of potential models that
would best work for the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration;

(B) the capacity and capabilities of each
such model; and

(C) a thorough justification of the selec-
tion of each selected model, including a sum-
mary of the ability of such model to improve
the metrics described under paragraph (9).

(7) A definition of what quality means with
respect to—

(A) access to health care under the laws
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs; and

(B) delivery of such health care.

(8) A definition of what value means with
respect to care furnished by the Veterans
Health Administration,

(9) A system for measuring value within
the Veterans Health Administration that in-
cludes metrics for—

(A) outcomes;

(B) safety;

(C) service;

(D) access;

(E) productivity;

(F) capacity; and

(G) total cost of patient care.

(10) With respect to the system described
in subparagraph (H), an analysis of variable
value with respect to patient outcomes
across different health care types and spe-
cialties.

(11) An assessment of—

(A) previous or ongoing assessments of the
current information technology infrastruc-
ture of the Veterans Health Administration,
including—

(i) such assessments conducted pursuant to
the Electronic Health Record Modernization
program of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs; and

(ii) any other ongoing information tech-
nology modernization programs of such De-
partment and any unimplemented relevant
recommendations from such assessments;

(B) the information technology infrastruc-
ture of the Veterans Health Administration
in effect as of the date of the enactment of
this Act;

(C) the value-driven framework of the De-
partment, in effect as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act, for evaluating health
care innovations, and how improvements in
such framework could be used to encourage
innovation; and

(D) workforce challenges and needs of the
Veterans Health Administration based on—

(i) reviews of workforce assessment data
available as of the date of the enactment of
this Act; and

(ii) the findings of—

(I) the report required by section 301(d) of
the Veterans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-146);

(IT) the reports required by section 505 of
the John S. McCain III, Daniel K. Akaka and
Samuel R. Johnson VA Maintaining Internal
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Systems and Strengthening Integrated Out-
side Networks Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-
182);

(ITI) the report required by section 301 of
the VA Choice and Quality Employment Act
of 2017 (Public Law 115-46); and

(IV) any comprehensive health care inspec-
tion conducted by the Inspector General of
the Department of Veterans Affairs as of the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(12) Any recommendations of the working
group with respect to improving the infor-
mation technology infrastructure described
in clause (i) of subparagraph (J).

(13) An analysis of how the value-driven
framework described in clause (iii) of such
subparagraph could be used to improve the
model of care delivery by the Department.

(14) A description of how a value-based care
system would apply to primary care, inpa-
tient and outpatient mental health care, and
inpatient and outpatient substance use
treatment, spinal cord injury disorder care,
and polytrauma care furnished by the Vet-
erans Health Administration.

(15) With respect to legislative or adminis-
trative action necessary to incorporate
value-based care models into the Veterans
Health Administration, a description of the
estimated timelines, effect on workforce,
and costs.

(¢) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the submission of the strategic plan
pursuant to subsection (b), the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, acting through the Center
for Innovation for Care and Payment estab-
lished under section 1703E of title 38, United
States Code, shall commence a three-year
pilot program under which the Secretary
shall implement the elements of such stra-
tegic plan relating to the delivery, by the
Veterans Health Administration, of primary
care, inpatient and outpatient mental health
treatment, inpatient and outpatient sub-
stance abuse treatment, spinal cord injury
disorder care, and polytrauma care.

(2) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry
out such pilot program in four Veterans In-
tegrated Service Networks that are geo-
graphically dispersed and shall include the
following:

(A) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that predominately serves veterans in rural
and highly rural areas.

(B) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that predominately serves veterans in urban
areas.

(C) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that has a high rate of suicide among vet-
erans.

(D) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that has a high rate of substance use dis-
order among veterans.

(E) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that has access or productivity challenges.

(3) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(A) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the commencement of the pilot
program, and annually thereafter during the
duration of the pilot program, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the
pilot program.

(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
before the conclusion of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
final report on the pilot program that in-
cludes—

(i) lessons learned during the administra-
tion of such pilot program; and

(ii) specific health outcomes in veteran pa-
tient care compared to the Veterans Health
Administration system of care in effect as of
the date of the enactment of this Act.
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SEC. 108. PLAN ON ADOPTION OF CERTAIN
HEALTH INFORMATION STANDARDS
FOR DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS AND CERTAIN HEALTH
CARE PROVIDERS.

(a) PLAN FOR CERTAIN HEALTH INFORMATION
STANDARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, in consultation with the Secretary
of Health and Human Services, the Adminis-
trator of the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services, and the National Coordinator
for Health Information Technology of the
Department of Health and Human Services,
shall create and implement a plan to adopt,
as rapidly and to the most comprehensive ex-
tent feasible, national health information
interoperability standards for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and community
care providers with respect to—

(A) coordination of—

(i) care; and

(ii) benefits;

(B) patient identity matching;

(C) measurement and reporting of quality;

(D) population health; and

(E) public health.

(2) CONSIDERATION.—In developing the plan
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall consider challenges faced
by—

(A) small community care providers; and

(B) community care providers located in
rural areas.

(b) PLAN ON ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD
EXCHANGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a plan to provide,
at no cost, to community care providers of
the Department, through Third Party Ad-
ministrators, a capability to facilitate the
electronic direct exchange, between such
providers and the Department, of—

(A) the health records of veterans; and

(B) documents relating to health care of
veterans, clinical notes, and any other infor-
mation the Secretary determines necessary.

(2) PRIORITIZATION.—In developing the plan
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall prioritize providing the capability de-
scribed in such paragraph to community care
providers that—

(A) provide care under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary to—

(i) a lower volume of veterans; and

(ii) veterans who are located in rural areas;
and

(B) are unable or unwilling to exchange the
records and documents described in subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of such paragraph with
the Department through standards-based or
direct exchange mechanisms in effect as of
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) REPORTS ON PLAN FOR INTEROPER-
ABILITY STANDARDS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives—

(A) the plan required by subsection (a); and

(B) a report that includes—

(i) an analysis of gaps, if any, between the
use, by the Department and other agencies,
health information exchanges, and tech-
nology companies, of national health infor-
mation interoperability standards and the
potential, or optimal, use of such national
health information interoperability stand-
ards;

(ii) an analysis and description of the par-
ticipation by the Department, community
care providers, and other relevant entities in
the Trusted Exchange Framework and Com-
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mon Agreement program of the Department
of Health and Human Services as of the date
of the enactment of this Act;

(iii) recommendations of the Secretary
with respect to development of health infor-
mation interoperability standards;

(iv) timelines or schedules to implement
the plan required by subsection (a); and

(v) an identification of any legislative au-
thorities or resources the Secretary requires
to implement such plan.

(2) RECURRING REPORT REQUIREMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter for four years,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the House of Representatives
a report on the status of implementation of
the plan required under subsection (a).

(B) ELEMENTS OF SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—
Each report under subparagraph (A) sub-
mitted after the date on which the first re-
port required by such subparagraph is sub-
mitted shall include a description of any re-
visions to—

(i) the plan required by subsection (a) made
during the period covered by the report; and

(ii) the analysis, recommendations,
timelines, and legislative authorities re-
ported pursuant to paragraph (1).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘community care provider”
means a non-Department health care pro-
vider providing care (including dental care)—

(A) under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code;

(B) pursuant to a Veterans Care Agreement
under section 1703A of such title; or

(C) under any other law administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The term ‘“Third Party Administrator”’
means an entity that manages a provider
network and performs administrative serv-
ices related to such network under section
1703 of title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 109. REPORT ON USE OF VALUE-BASED RE-
IMBURSEMENT MODELS UNDER VET-
ERANS COMMUNITY CARE PRO-
GRAM.

(a) REPORT ON VALUE-BASED REIMBURSE-
MENT MODELS.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in consulta-
tion with the Center for Innovation for Care
and Payment of the Department of Veterans
Affairs under section 1703E of title 38 United
States Code, the Office of Integrated Veteran
Care of the Department, or successor office,
and Third Party Administrators, shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate a report containing—

(1) an assessment of the efforts of the De-
partment pursuant to section 1703(i)(56) of
such title, to incorporate value-based reim-
bursement models under the Veterans Com-
munity Care Program to promote the provi-
sion of high-quality care to veterans; and

(2) such recommendations for legislative or
administrative action as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate regarding the use of value-
based reimbursement models throughout the
Veterans Community Care Program under
section 1703 of such title.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section
shall not be construed to be a pilot program
subject to the requirements of section 1703E
of title 38, United States Code.

(c) THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Third
Party Administrator’” means an entity that
manages a provider network and performs
administrative services related to such net-
work under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.
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SEC. 110. INSPECTOR GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF
IMPLEMENTATION OF VETERANS
COMMUNITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and periodically thereafter, the Inspector
General shall assess the performance of the
Department of Veterans Affairs in—

(1) appropriately identifying veterans eligi-
ble for care and services under section 1703 of
title 38, United States Code;

(2) informing veterans of their eligibility
for such care and services; and

(3) delivering such care and services in a
timely manner.

(b) BRIEFING ON ASSESSMENTS.—Upon the
submission of the assessment required by
subsection (a), the Inspector General of the
Department of Veterans Affairs shall provide
to the Committees on Veterans Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
briefing on the results of such assessment.
SEC. 111. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON

DENTISTRY UNDER VETERANS COM-
MUNITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on dental care fur-
nished by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code, that includes a review of—

(1) the impact current reimbursement
rates provided by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to dental providers under such
program have on—

(A) the availability of dental care for vet-
erans; and

(B) the ability of Third Party Administra-
tors to meet their contractual obligations
for network adequacy;

(2) the satisfaction of dental providers pro-
viding dental care under such program with
the processes of the Department for approv-
ing dental care under such program; and

(3) the current processes of the Department
for approving emergent dental care under
such program.

(b) THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Third
Party Administrator’” means an entity that
manages a provider network and performs
administrative services related to such net-
work under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Nursing
Home and Other Long Term Care and Fam-
ily Caregivers

SEC. 120. INCREASE OF EXPENDITURE CAP FOR
NONINSTITUTIONAL CARE ALTER-
NATIVES TO NURSING HOME CARE.

(a) INCREASE OF EXPENDITURE CAP.—Sec-
tion 1720C(d) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The total cost’ and insert-
ing ‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the total cost’’;

(2) by striking ‘65 percent’ and inserting
€100 percent’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(2)(A) The total cost of providing services
or in-kind assistance in the case of any vet-
eran described in subparagraph (B) for any
fiscal year under the program may exceed 100
percent of the cost that would otherwise
have been incurred as specified in paragraph
(1) if the Secretary determines, based on a
consideration of clinical need, geographic
market factors, and such other matters as
the Secretary may prescribe through regula-
tion, that such higher total cost is in the
best interest of the veteran.

‘“(B) A veteran described in this subpara-
graph is a veteran with amyotrophic lateral
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sclerosis, a spinal cord injury, or a condition

the Secretary determines to be similar to

such conditions.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
fiscal years beginning on or after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 121. COORDINATION WITH PROGRAM OF

ALL-INCLUSIVE CARE FOR THE EL-
DERLY.

Section 1720C of title 38, United States
Code, as amended by section 120, is further
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(f) In furnishing services to a veteran
under the program conducted pursuant to
subsection (a), if a medical center of the De-
partment through which such program is ad-
ministered is located in a geographic area in
which services are available to the veteran
under a PACE program (as such term is de-
fined in sections 1894(a)(2) and 1934(a)(2) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
139%eee(a)(2); 1396u—4(a)(2))), the Secretary
shall seek to enter into an agreement with
the PACE program operating in that area for
the furnishing of such services.”’.

SEC. 122. AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS TO AWARD GRANTS
OR CONTRACTS TO ENTITIES TO IM-
PROVE PROVISION OF MENTAL
HEALTH SUPPORT TO FAMILY CARE-
GIVERS OF VETERANS.

Subchapter II of chapter 17 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new section (and con-
forming the table of sections at the begin-
ning of such chapter accordingly):

“§1720K. Grants or contracts to provide men-
tal health support to family caregivers of
veterans
‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may

award grants or contracts to carry out, co-
ordinate, improve, or otherwise enhance
mental health counseling, treatment, or sup-
port to the family caregivers of veterans par-
ticipating in the family caregiver program.

“(b) APPLICATION.—(1) To be eligible for a
grant or contract under this section, an enti-
ty shall submit to the Secretary an applica-
tion therefor at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

‘“(2) Each application submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) A detailed plan for the use of the
grant or contract.

‘“(B) A description of the programs or ef-
forts through which the entity will meet the
outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (f).

“(C) A description of how the entity will
distribute grant or contract amounts equi-
tably among areas with varying levels of ur-
banization.

‘(D) A plan for how the grant or contract
will be used to meet the unique needs of vet-
erans residing in rural areas, Native Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, or Alaska Native vet-
erans, elderly veterans, women veterans, and
veterans from other underserved commu-
nities.

‘‘(c) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall
seek to ensure that grants and contracts
awarded under this section are equitably dis-
tributed among entities located in States
with varying levels of urbanization.

“ad) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall
prioritize awarding grants or contracts
under this section that will serve the fol-
lowing areas:

‘(1) Areas with high rates of veterans en-
rolled in the family caregiver program.

‘(2) Areas with high rates of—

“‘(A) suicide among veterans; or

‘(B) referrals to the Veterans Crisis Line.

‘‘(e) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—Any grant or
contract awarded under this section shall be
used—
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‘(1) to expand existing programs, activi-
ties, and services;

‘“(2) to establish new or additional pro-
grams, activities, and services; or

‘(3) for travel and transportation to facili-
tate carrying out paragraph (1) or (2).

“(fy OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall develop and provide to each en-
tity that receives a grant or contract under
this section written guidance on the fol-
lowing:

‘“(A) Outcome measures.

‘“(B) Policies of the Department.

‘(2) In developing outcome measures under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consider
the following goals:

‘“(A) Increasing the utilization of mental
health services among family caregivers of
veterans participating in the family care-
giver program.

‘(B) Reducing barriers to mental health
services among family caregivers of veterans
participating in such program.

‘(g) TRACKING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) The
Secretary shall establish appropriate track-
ing requirements with respect to the entities
receiving a grant or contract under this sec-
tion.

‘(2) Not less frequently than annually, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on such tracking requirements.

‘‘(h) PERFORMANCE REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall—

“(1) review the performance of each entity
that receives a grant or contract under this
section; and

“(2) make information regarding such per-
formance publicly available.

‘(i) REMEDIATION PLAN.—(1) In the case of
an entity that receives a grant or contract
under this section and does not meet the
outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (f), the Secretary
shall require the entity to submit to the Sec-
retary a remediation plan under which the
entity shall describe how and when it plans
to meet such outcome measures.

‘“(2) The Secretary may not award a subse-
quent grant or contract under this section to
an entity described in paragraph (1) unless
the Secretary approves the remediation plan
submitted by the entity under such para-
graph.

‘“(j) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a
grant or contract awarded under this section
may not exceed 10 percent of amounts made
available for grants or contracts under this
section for the fiscal year in which the grant
or contract is awarded.

(k) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—ANy
grant or contract awarded under this section
shall be used to supplement and not supplant
funding that is otherwise available through
the Department to provide mental health
support among family caregivers of veterans
participating in the family caregiver pro-
gram.

“(1) OUTREACH TO FAMILY CAREGIVERS.—
The Secretary shall include, in the outreach
materials regularly provided to a family
caregiver who participates in the family
caregiver program, notice of mental health
support provided by recipients of grants or
contracts under this section that are located
in the relevant Veterans Integrated Service
Network.

‘‘(m) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts for the activi-
ties of the Department under this section
shall be budgeted and appropriated through a
separate appropriation account.

‘“(2) In the budget justification materials
submitted to Congress in support of the
budget of the Department for any fiscal year
(as submitted with the budget of the Presi-
dent under section 1105(a) of title 31), the
Secretary shall include a separate statement
of the amount requested to be appropriated
for that fiscal year for the account specified
in paragraph (1).
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“‘(n) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary, for each of fiscal years 2025 and
2026, $10,000,000 to carry out this section.

‘‘(0) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The terms ‘caregiver’ and ‘family care-
giver’ have the meanings given those terms
in section 1720G of this title.

‘(2) The term ‘family caregiver program’
means the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers under section
1720G of this title.

‘“(3) The term ‘Veterans Crisis Line’ means
the toll-free hotline for veterans established
under section 1720F of this title.”.

SEC. 123. HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERV-
ICES: PROGRAMS.

(a) PROGRAMS.—Such subchapter is further
amended by inserting after section 1720K (as
added by section 122) the following new sec-
tion (and conforming the table of sections at
the beginning of such chapter accordingly):
“§1720L. Home- and community-based serv-

ices: programs

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In furnishing non-
institutional alternatives to nursing home
care pursuant to the authority of section
1720C of this title (or any other authority
under this chapter or other provision of law
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs), the Secretary shall carry out each
of the programs specified in this section in
accordance with such relevant authorities
except as otherwise provided in this section.

“(b) VETERAN-DIRECTED CARE PROGRAM.—
(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in col-
laboration with the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, shall carry out a program
to be known as the ‘Veteran-Directed Care
program’. Under such program, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may enter into
agreements with the providers described in
paragraph (2) to provide to eligible veterans
funds, to the extent practicable, to obtain
such in-home care services and related items
that support clinical need and improve qual-
ity of life, as may be determined appropriate
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and se-
lected by the veteran, including through the
veteran hiring individuals to provide such
services and items or directly purchasing
such services and items.

‘(2) The providers described in this para-
graph are the following:

‘“(A) An Aging and Disability Resource
Center, an area agency on aging, or a State
agency.

‘“(B) A center for independent living.

‘(C) An Indian tribe or tribal organization
receiving assistance under title VI of the
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3057 et
seq.).

‘(D) Any other entity that the Secretary,
in consultation with the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, determines appro-
priate.

““(3) In carrying out the Veteran-Directed
Care program, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall—

‘““(A) administer such program through
each medical center of the Department of
Veterans Affairs;

‘(B) seek to ensure the availability of such
program in American Samoa, Guam, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands of the United States, and
any other territory or possession of the
United States, to the extent practicable; and

‘“(C) seek to ensure the availability of such
program for eligible veterans who are Native
American veterans receiving care and serv-
ices furnished by the Indian Health Service,
a tribal health program, an Urban Indian or-
ganization, or (in the case of a Native Hawai-
ian veteran) a Native Hawaiian health care
system, to the extent practicable.
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‘“(4) If a veteran participating in the Vet-
eran-Directed Care program is hospitalized,
the veteran may continue to use funds under
the program during a period of hospitaliza-
tion in the same manner that the veteran
would be authorized to use such funds under
the program if the veteran were not hospital-
ized.

‘(c) HOMEMAKER AND HOME HEALTH AIDE
PROGRAM.—(1) The Secretary shall carry out
a program to be known as the ‘Homemaker
and Home Health Aide program’ under which
the Secretary may enter into agreements
with home health agencies to provide to eli-
gible veterans such home health aide serv-
ices as may be determined appropriate by
the Secretary.

“(2) In carrying out the Homemaker and
Home Health Aide program, the Secretary
shall—

““(A) administer such program in the loca-
tions specified in subparagraph (A) of sub-
section (b)(3);

“(B) seek to ensure the availability of such
program in the locations specified in sub-
paragraph (B) of subsection (b)(3); and

“‘(C) seek to ensure the availability of such
program for the veteran populations speci-
fied in subparagraph (C) of subsection (b)(3).

“(d) HOME-BASED PRIMARY CARE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out a pro-
gram to be known as the ‘Home-Based Pri-
mary Care program’ under which the Sec-
retary may furnish to eligible veterans in-
home health care, the provision of which is
overseen by a provider of the Department.

‘“(e) PURCHASED SKILLED HOME CARE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out a pro-
gram to be known as the ‘Purchased Skilled
Home Care program’ under which the Sec-
retary may furnish to eligible veterans such
in-home care services as may be determined
appropriate and selected by the Secretary for
the veteran.

*“(f) CAREGIVER SUPPORT.—(1) With respect
to a resident eligible caregiver of a veteran
participating in a program under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall—

““(A) if the veteran meets the requirements
of a covered veteran under section 1720G(b)
of this title, provide to such caregiver the
option of enrolling in the program of general
caregiver support services under such sec-
tion;

‘(B) provide to such caregiver covered res-
pite care of not less than 30 days annually;
and

“(C) conduct on an annual basis (and, to
the extent practicable, in connection with
in-person services provided under the pro-
gram in which the veteran is participating),
a wellness contact of such caregiver.

“(2) Covered respite care provided to a resi-
dent eligible caregiver of a veteran under
paragraph (1) may exceed 30 days annually if
such extension is requested by the resident
eligible caregiver or veteran and determined
medically appropriate by the Secretary.

‘“(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit the
authority of the Secretary to carry out pro-
grams providing home- and community-
based services under any other provision of
law.

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The terms ‘Aging and Disability Re-
source Center’, ‘area agency on aging’, and
‘State agency’ have the meanings given
those terms in section 102 of the Older Amer-
icans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3002).

‘(2) The terms ‘caregiver’ and ‘family care-
giver’, with respect to a veteran, have the
meanings given those terms, respectively,
under subsection (e) of section 1720G of this
title with respect to an eligible veteran
under subsection (a) of such section or a cov-
ered veteran under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion, as the case may be.
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““(3) The term ‘center for independent liv-
ing’ has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 702 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 796a).

‘“(4) The term ‘covered respite care’ has the
meaning given such term in section 1720G(d)
of this title.

‘“(5) The term ‘eligible veteran’ means any
veteran—

‘“(A) for whom the Secretary determines
participation in a specific program under
this section is medically necessary to pro-
mote, preserve, or restore the health of the
veteran; and

‘(B) who absent such participation would
be at increased risk for hospitalization,
placement in a nursing home, or emergency
room care.

‘(6) The term ‘home health aide’ means an
individual employed by a home health agen-
cy to provide in-home care services.

‘“(7) The term ‘in-home care service’ means
any service, including a personal care serv-
ice, provided to enable the recipient of such
service to live at home.

‘“(8) The terms ‘Indian tribe’ and ‘tribal or-
ganization’ have the meanings given those
terms in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 5304).

‘“(9) The terms ‘Native American’ and ‘Na-
tive American veteran’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 3765 of this
title.

‘“(10) The terms ‘Native Hawaiian’ and ‘Na-
tive Hawaiian health care system’ have the
meanings given those terms in section 12 of
the Native Hawaiian Health Care Improve-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 11711).

‘“(11) The terms ‘tribal health programs’
and ‘Urban Indian organizations’ have the
meanings given those terms in section 4 of
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25
U.S.C. 1603).

‘(12) The term ‘resident eligible caregiver’
means an individual who—

‘“(A) is a caregiver, or a family caregiver,
of a veteran and resides with that veteran;
and

‘“(B) has not entered into a contract, agree-
ment, or other arrangement for such indi-
vidual to act as a caregiver for that veteran
unless such individual is a family member of
the veteran or is furnishing caregiver serv-
ices through a medical foster home.”.

(b) DEADLINE FOR IMPROVED ADMINISTRA-
TION.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall ensure that the Veteran-Directed Care
program and the Homemaker and Home
Health Aide program are administered
through each medical center of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in accordance with
section 1720L of title 38, United States Code
(as added by subsection (a)), by not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(c) ADMINISTRATION OF VETERAN-DIRECTED
CARE PROGRAM.—

(1) PROCEDURES.—

(A) The Secretary shall establish proce-
dures to—

(i) identify the staffing needs for the Vet-
eran-Directed Care program of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs under such section
(as added by subsection (a)); and

(ii) define the roles and responsibilities for
personnel of the Department responsible for
the administration of such program, includ-
ing such personnel employed at the national,
Veterans Integrated Service Network, or
medical facility level.

(B) The responsibilities described in clause
(ii) of subparagraph (A) shall include respon-
sibilities for engagement with—

(i) veterans participating in such program;

(ii) veterans interested in participating in
such program; and
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(iii) providers described in section
1720L(b)(2) (as added by subsection (a)).

(2) STAFFING MODEL; REPORT.—Not later
than two years after enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) establish a staffing model for the ad-
ministration of such program at each med-
ical facility of the Department of Veterans
Affairs; and

(B) submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Senate a report containing the following:

(i) A description of—

(I) the staffing model described in subpara-
graph (A); and

(IT) the rationale for such staffing model.

(ii) An identification of the ratio of staff
required to administer such program to the
number of veterans served by such program,
disaggregated by each medical facility of the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(iii) A description of budgetary resources
or other support, if any, required to accom-
modate an increase in staffing at medical fa-
cilities of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs pursuant to the requirements of the
staffing model described in subparagraph
(A).

(iv) Such other matters as the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs determines appropriate.
SEC. 124. COORDINATION WITH ASSISTANCE AND

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR CARE-
GIVERS.

(a) COORDINATION WITH PROGRAM OF COM-
PREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILY CARE-
GIVERS.—

(1) COORDINATION.—Section 1720G(a) of title
38, United States Code, is amended by adding
at the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(14)(A) In the case of a veteran or care-
giver who seeks services under this sub-
section and is denied such services, or a vet-
eran or the family caregiver of a veteran who
is discharged from the program under this
subsection, the Secretary shall—

‘(i) if the veteran meets the requirements
of a covered veteran under subsection (b),
provide to such caregiver the option of en-
rolling in the program of general caregiver
support services under such subsection;

‘‘(ii) assess the veteran or caregiver for
participation in any other available program
of the Department for home- and commu-
nity-based services (including the programs
specified in section 1720L. of this title) for
which the veteran or caregiver may be eligi-
ble and, with respect to the veteran, store
(and make accessible to the veteran) the re-
sults of such assessment in the electronic
medical record of the veteran; and

‘‘(iii) provide to the veteran or caregiver
written information on any such program
identified pursuant to the assessment under
clause (ii), including information about fa-
cilities, eligibility requirements, and rel-
evant contact information for each such pro-
gram.

“(B) The Secretary shall, to the extent
practicable, provide to a veteran or family
caregiver the option of obtaining clinically
appropriate services under any other avail-
able program of the Department for home-
and community-based services (including the
programs specified in section 1720L of this
title) for which the veteran or family care-
giver may be eligible prior to discharging
the veteran or family caregiver from the pro-
gram under this subsection.

‘(C) For each veteran or family caregiver
who is discharged from the program under
this subsection, a caregiver support coordi-
nator shall provide for a smooth and person-
alized transition from such program to an
appropriate program of the Department for
home- and community-based services (in-
cluding the programs specified in section
1720L of this title), including by integrating
caregiver support across programs.’’.
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(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by paragraph (1) shall apply with respect to
denials and discharges occurring on or after
the date that is 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 1720G(d) of such title is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘or a covered veteran’’
each place it appears and inserting *‘, a vet-
eran denied or discharged as specified in
paragraph (14) of such subsection, or a cov-
ered veteran’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘under subsection (a),
means’’ each place it appears and inserting
‘“‘under subsection (a) or a veteran denied or
discharged as specified in paragraph (14) of
such subsection, means’’.

(b) CONFORMITY OF RESPITE CARE ACROSS
PROGRAMS.—Section 1720G of title 38, United
States Code, as amended by subsection (a)(3),
is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(3)—

(A) by amending subparagraph (A)@ii)(III)
to read as follows:

“(III) covered respite care of not less than
30 days annually;”’; and

(B) by striking subparagraph (B) and redes-
ignating subparagraphs (C) and (D) as sub-
paragraphs (B) through (C), respectively; and

(2) by amending subsection (b)(3)(A)({ii) to
read as follows:

‘“(iii) Covered respite care of not less than
30 days annually.”’; and

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) Dby redesignating paragraphs (2)
through (4) as paragraphs (3) through (5), re-
spectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(2) The term ‘covered respite care’ means,
with respect to a caregiver of a veteran, res-
pite care under section 1720B of this title
that—

‘“(A) is medically and age appropriate for
the veteran (including 24-hour per day care
of the veteran commensurate with the care
provided by the caregiver); and

‘(B) includes in-home care.”’.

(¢c) REVIEW RELATING TO CAREGIVER CON-
TACT.—The Secretary shall conduct a review
of the capacity of the Department to estab-
lish a streamlined system for contacting all
caregivers enrolled in the program of general
caregiver support services under section
1720G(b) of title 38, United States Code, to
provide to such caregivers program updates
and alerts relating to emerging services for
which such caregivers or the veterans for
which they provide care may be eligible.

SEC. 125. IMPROVEMENTS TO PROGRAM OF COM-
PREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FOR FAM-
ILY CAREGIVERS.

Section 1720G(a) of title 38, United States
Code, as amended by section 124, is further
amended—

(1) in paragraph (12)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ¢,
which shall include all criteria used to deter-
mine eligibility for such assistance and, in
the case of a completed evaluation, how such
criteria were used to evaluate information
provided in assessments to determine such
eligibility” before the period at the end; and

(B) in subparagraph (C)(i), by striking
“who submits” and all that follows through
the end of the clause and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘“who—

““(I) submits an application for the pro-
gram established under paragraph (1); or

““(IT) is being reassessed for eligibility to
continue in such program.’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(15)(A) Not less frequently than annually,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a comprehen-
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sive report on the program required by para-
graph (1) that includes, with respect to the
one-year period preceding the date of the
submission of such report, the following:

‘“(i) The number of applications received
for such program.

‘“(ii) The number, disaggregated by race,
sex, and era and branch of service in the
Armed Forces of the applicant, of—

‘“(I) approvals of such applications; and

‘“(IT) denials of such applications.

‘(iii) The number of reassessments con-
ducted for such program.

‘“(iv) An identification of each decision
made with respect to a reassessment con-
ducted for such program, disaggregated by
decisions resulting in—

‘() disenrollment, including removal, dis-
charge, or voluntary withdrawal;

‘“(IT) tier reduction; and

‘“(III) tier continuation.

‘“(v) The number of appeals of decisions
made with respect to such program,
disaggregated by type of appeal.

‘“(vi) With respect to each appeal described
in clause (v), the decision rendered, if any.

‘“(vii) A description of all tools used in as-
sessments conducted for such program, in-
cluding an explanation of how and by whom
such tools are administered.

‘“(viii) A description of procedures used
under such program for reviewing and inte-
grating clinical records from health care
providers that includes an explanation of
how such records are used in determinations
of eligibility for such program.

‘“(ix) A description of procedures available
under such program for health care providers
to communicate medical opinions to the
teams conducting assessments to determine
eligibility for such program, including
health care providers in the private sector
and health care providers specified in sub-
section (c) of section 1703 of this title.

“(x) A description of information tech-
nology systems and processes used under
such program to upload and integrate all
clinical records from all non-Department
providers, including providers in the private
sector and providers under the Veterans
Community Care Program established under
such section.

“(B) The Secretary shall ensure that all
data included in a report under subparagraph
(A)—

“(1) relating to a decision made under the
program required by paragraph (1), are
disaggregated by the specific reason for the
decision;

‘‘(i1) relating to a veteran, include com-
prehensive demographic information of the
veteran, including the time period of the in-
juries, if any, of the veteran and the Vet-
erans Integrated Service Network in which
the veteran is located; and

“‘(iii) with respect to eligibility determina-
tions relating to a serious injury of a vet-
eran, specify—

“(I) how many such determinations relate
to the ability of the veteran to perform ac-
tivities of daily living; and

“(IT) how many such determinations relate
to the need of a veteran for supervision and
protection.

‘“(C) The Secretary shall provide the data
under paragraph (B) pursuant to Federal
laws and in a manner that is wholly con-
sistent with applicable Federal privacy and
confidentiality laws, including the Privacy
Act (b U.S.C. 552a), the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (Public
Law 104-191; 42 U.S.C. 201 note) and regula-
tions (title 45, Code of Federal Regulations,
parts 160 and 164, or successor regulations),
and sections 5701, 5705, and 7332 of this title
to ensure that the provided data, or some
portion of the data, will not undermine the
anonymity of a veteran.”.
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SEC. 126. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO HOME-
MAKER AND HOME HEALTH AIDE
PROGRAM.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITIES WITH
SHORTAGE OF HOME HEALTH AIDES.—

(1) PROGRAM.—Beginning not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall carry out a
three-year pilot program under which the
Secretary shall provide homemaker and
home health aide services to veterans who
reside in communities with a shortage of
home health aides.

(2) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall select
not fewer than five geographic locations in
which the Secretary determines there is a
shortage of home health aides at which to
carry out the pilot program under paragraph
@).

(3) NURSING ASSISTANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
may hire nursing assistants as new employ-
ees of the Department of Veterans Affairs, or
reassign nursing assistants who are existing
employees of the Department, to provide to
veterans in-home care services (including
basic tasks authorized by the State certifi-
cation of the nursing assistant) under the
pilot program, in lieu of or in addition to the
provision of such services through non-De-
partment home health aides.

(B) RELATIONSHIP TO HOME-BASED PRIMARY
CARE PROGRAM.—Nursing assistants hired or
reassigned under subparagraph (A) may pro-
vide services to a veteran under the pilot
program under paragraph (1) while serving as
part of a health care team for the veteran
under the Home-Based Primary Care pro-
gram.

(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year before the date of the termination
of the pilot program under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report that includes—

(A) a statement of the results of such pilot
program; and

(B) an assessment of the feasibility and ad-
visability of—

(i) extending such pilot program; or

(ii) making such pilot program a perma-
nent program of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

(b) REPORT ON USE OF FUNDS.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report containing,
with respect to the period beginning in fiscal
year 2012 and ending in fiscal year 2024, the
following:

(1) An identification of the amount of
funds that were included in a budget of the
Department of Veterans Affairs during such
period for the provision of in-home care to
veterans under the Homemaker and Home
Health Aide program but were not expended
for such provision, disaggregated by medical
center of the Department for which such un-
expended funds were budgeted (if such
disaggregation is possible).

(2) To the extent practicable, an identifica-
tion of the number of veterans for whom,
during such period, the hours during which a
home health aide was authorized to provide
services to the veteran under the Home-
maker and Home Health Aide program were
reduced for a reason other than a change in
the health care needs of the veteran, and a
detailed description of the reasons why any
such reductions may have occurred.

(c) UPDATED GUIDANCE ON PROGRAM.—Not
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall
issue updated guidance for the Homemaker
and Home Health Aide program. Such up-
dated guidance shall include the following:
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(1) A process for the transition of veterans
from the Homemaker and Home Health Aide
program to other covered programs.

(2) A requirement for the directors of the
medical facilities of the Department to com-
plete such process whenever a veteran with
care needs has been denied services from
home health agencies under the Homemaker
and Home Health Aide program as a result of
the clinical needs or behavioral issues of the
veteran.

SEC. 127. PILOT PROGRAM TO FURNISH ASSISTED
LIVING SERVICES TO CERTAIN VET-
ERANS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Beginning not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall carry out a pilot program to as-
sess—

(1) the effectiveness of providing assisted
living services to eligible veterans, at the
election of such veterans; and

(2) the satisfaction with the pilot program
of veterans participating in such pilot pro-
gram.

(b) PROGRAM LOCATIONS.—

(1) VETERANS INTEGRATED SERVICE NET-
WORKS.—The Secretary shall select two Vet-
erans Integrated Service Networks of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs at which to
carry out the pilot program under subsection
(a).

(2) FACILITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Within the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks selected under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall select fa-
cilities at which to carry out the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a)(1).

(B) SELECTION CRITERIA.—In selecting fa-
cilities under subparagraph (A) at which to
carry out the pilot program under subsection
(a)(1), the Secretary shall ensure that—

(i) the locations of such facilities are in
geographically diverse areas;

(ii) not fewer than one such facility serves
veterans in rural or highly rural areas (as de-
termined through the use of the Rural-Urban
Commuting Areas coding system of the De-
partment of Agriculture);

(iii) not fewer than one such facility is lo-
cated in each Veterans Integrated Service
Network selected under paragraph (1); and

(iv) not fewer than one such facility is a
State home.

(c) PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS.—Not more
than 60 eligible veterans may participate in
the pilot program under subsection (a)(1) in
each Veterans Integrated Service Network
selected under subsection (b)(1).

(d) PROVISION OF ASSISTED LIVING SERV-
ICES.—

(1) AGREEMENTS.—In carrying out the pilot
program under subsection (a)(1), the Sec-
retary may enter into agreements for the
provision of assisted living services on behalf
of eligible veterans with—

(A) a provider participating under a State
plan or waiver under title XIX of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.); or

(B) a State home recognized and certified
under subpart B of part 51 of title 38, Code of
Federal Regulations, or successor regula-
tions.

(2) STANDARDS.—The Secretary may not
place, transfer, or admit a veteran to any fa-
cility for assisted living services under the
pilot program under subsection (a)(1) unless
the Secretary determines that—

(A) the facility meets the standards for
community residential care established
under sections 17.61 through 17.72 of title 38,
Code of Federal Regulations, or successor
regulations, and any additional standards of
care as the Secretary may specify; or

(B) in the case of a facility that is a State
home, the State home meets such standards
of care as the Secretary may specify.
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(3) INSPECTION.—The Secretary shall in-
spect facilities at which veterans are placed
under the pilot program under subsection
(a)(H)—

(A) with respect to a facility that is a
State home, not less frequently than annu-
ally and in the same manner as the Sec-
retary conducts inspection of State homes
under section 1742 of title 38, United States
Code; and

(B) with respect to any other facility, not
less frequently than annually and in the
same manner as the Secretary conducts in-
spection of facilities under section 1730 of
such title.

(4) PAYMENT TO CERTAIN FACILITIES.—

(A) STATE HOMES.—In the case of a facility
participating in the pilot program under sub-
section (a)(1) that is a State home, the Sec-
retary shall pay to the State home a per
diem for each veteran participating in the
pilot program at a rate agreed to by the Sec-
retary and the State home.

(B) COMMUNITY ASSISTED LIVING FACILI-
TIES.—In the case of a facility participating
in the pilot program under subsection (a)(1)
that is a community assisted living facility,
the Secretary shall—

(i) pay to the facility an amount that is
less than the average rate paid by the De-
partment for placement in a community
nursing home in the same Veterans Inte-
grated Service Network; and

(ii) re-evaluate payment rates annually to
account for current economic conditions and
current costs of assisted living services.

(e) CONTINUITY OF CARE.—Upon the termi-
nation of the pilot program under subsection
(a)(1), the Secretary shall—

(1) provide to all veterans participating in
the pilot program at the time of such termi-
nation the option to continue to receive as-
sisted living services at the site they were
assigned to under the pilot program, at the
expense of the Department; and

(2) for such veterans who do not opt to con-
tinue to receive such services—

(A) ensure such veterans do not experience
lapses in care; and

(B) provide such veterans with information
on, and furnish such veterans with, other ex-
tended care services based on their pref-
erences and best medical interest.

(f) DETERMINATION OF QUALITY.—The Sec-
retary shall determine a method for assess-
ment of quality of care provided to veterans
participating in the pilot program under sub-
section (a)(1) and shall communicate that
method to providers of services under the
pilot program.

(g) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the initiation of the pilot program
under subsection (a)(1), and annually there-
after for the duration of such pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report on
the pilot program that includes—

(1) an identification of Veterans Integrated
Services Networks and facilities of the De-
partment participating in the pilot program
and assisted living facilities and State
homes at which veterans are placed under
the pilot program;

(2) the number of participants in the pilot
program, disaggregated by facility;

(3) general demographic information of
participants in the pilot program, including
average age, sex, and race or ethnicity;

(4) disability status of participants in the
pilot program;

(5) an identification of any barriers or
challenges to furnishing care to veterans
under the pilot program, conducting over-
sight of the pilot program, or any other bar-
riers or challenges;

(6) the cost of care at each assisted living
facility and State home participating in the
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pilot program, including an analysis of any
cost savings by the Department when com-
paring that cost to the cost of nursing home
care;

(7) aggregated feedback from participants
in the pilot program, including from veteran
resident surveys and interviews; and

(8) such other matters the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(h) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the pilot program terminates
under subsection (j), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate a report on the pilot program that—

(1) includes the matters required under
paragraphs (1) through (8) of subsection (g);

(2) includes recommendations on whether
the model studied in the pilot program
should be continued or adopted throughout
the Department; and

(3) indicates whether the Secretary re-
quests action by Congress to make the pilot
program permanent.

(i) INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than three years
after the initiation of the pilot program
under subsection (a)(1), the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of House of Representatives and the
Senate a report on the pilot program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include an assessment
of—

(A) the quality of care provided to veterans
at facilities participating in the pilot pro-
gram, measured pursuant to the method de-
termined under subsection (f);

(B) the oversight of such facilities, as con-
ducted by the Department, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services, State agen-
cies, and other relevant entities; and

(C) such other matters as the Inspector
General considers appropriate.

(3) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days
after the submission of the report under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
plan to address the deficiencies identified in
the report, if any.

(j) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the pilot program under subsection (a)(1)
shall terminate on September 30, 2028.

(2) EXTENSION.—The Secretary may extend
the duration of the pilot program for an ad-
ditional two-year period if the Secretary,
based on the results of the reports submitted
under subsection (g), determines such an ex-
tension is appropriate.

(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘assisted living services”
means services of a facility in providing
room, board, and personal care for and super-
vision of residents for their health, safety,
and welfare.

(2) The term ‘‘eligible veteran’ means a
veteran who is—

(A) receiving nursing home care paid for by
the Department of Veterans Affairs, eligible
to receive such care pursuant to section
1710A of title 38, United States Code, or re-
quires a higher level of care than the domi-
ciliary care provided by the Department of
Veterans Affairs, but does not meet the re-
quirements for nursing home level care pro-
vided by the Department pursuant to such
section; and

(B) eligible for assisted living services, as
determined by the Secretary or meets such
additional criteria for eligibility for the
pilot program under subsection (a)(1) as the
Secretary may establish.
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(3) The term ‘““State home’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 101 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 128. PROVISION OF MEDICINE, EQUIPMENT,
AND SUPPLIES AVAILABLE TO DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
TO STATE HOMES.

(a) PROVISION AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs may provide to State
homes medicine, personal protective equip-
ment, medical supplies, and any other equip-
ment, supplies, and assistance available to
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘personal protective equip-
ment’”’ means any protective equipment re-
quired to prevent the wearer from con-
tracting an infectious disease, including
gloves, N-95 respirator masks, gowns, gog-
gles, face shields, or other equipment re-
quired for safety.

(2) The term ‘‘State home’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 101 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 129. RECOGNITION OF ORGANIZATIONS AND
INDIVIDUALS TO ASSIST VETERANS,
FAMILY MEMBERS, AND CARE-
GIVERS NAVIGATING PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES OF VETERANS
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall es-
tablish a process through which the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs may recognize or-
ganizations and individuals to assist a vet-
eran, a family member of a veteran, or a
caregiver of a veteran (as defined in section
1720G(d) of title 38, United States Code) in
navigating the programs and services of the
Veterans Health Administration.

(b) SOLICITATION OF FEEDBACK.—The Sec-
retary shall solicit feedback and rec-
ommendations in the creation of the process
under subsection (a) from such organizations
as the Secretary may consider relevant.

(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not
recognize an organization or individual pur-
suant to the process established under sub-
section (a) unless the organization or indi-
vidual has certified to the Secretary that no
fee or compensation of any nature will be
charged to any individual for services ren-
dered in providing assistance pursuant to
such subsection.

SEC. 130. REVIEWS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS
RELATING TO HOME- AND COMMU-
NITY-BASED SERVICES.

(a) OFFICE OF GERIATRIC AND EXTENDED
CARE.—

(1) REVIEW OF PROGRAMS.—The Under Sec-
retary for Health of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall conduct a review of each
program administered through the Office of
Geriatric and Extended Care of the Depart-
ment and the Caregiver Support Program Of-
fice of the Department, or any successor of-
fices, to—

(A) eliminate service gaps at the medical
center level; and

(B) ensure—

(i) the clinical needs of veterans are met;

(ii) consistency in program management;

(iii) the availability of, and the access by
veterans to, home- and community-based
services, including for veterans living in
rural areas; and

(iv) proper coordination between covered
programs.

(2) ASSESSMENT OF STAFFING NEEDS.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall conduct
an assessment of the staffing needs of the Of-
fice of Geriatric and Extended Care of the
Department and the Caregiver Support Pro-
gram Office of the Department, or any suc-
cessor offices.

(3) GOALS FOR GEOGRAPHIC ALIGNMENT OF
CARE.—
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(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS.—The Direc-
tor of the Office of Geriatric and Extended
Care, or successor office, shall establish
quantitative goals to enable aging or dis-
abled veterans who are not located near med-
ical centers of the Department to access ex-
tended care services (including by improving
access to home- and community-based serv-
ices for such veterans).

(B) IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE.—Each goal
established under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude a timeline for the implementation of
the goal at each medical center of the De-
partment.

(4) GOALS FOR IN-HOME SPECIALTY CARE.—
The Director of the Office of Geriatric and
Extended Care, or successor office, shall es-
tablish quantitative goals to address the spe-
cialty care needs of veterans through in-
home care, including by ensuring the edu-
cation of home health aides and caregivers of
veterans in the following areas:

(A) Dementia care.

(B) Care for spinal cord injuries and dis-
eases.

(C) Ventilator care.

(D) Other speciality care areas as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(5) INPUT ON GOALS.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the head of the Caregiver Support
Program Office, or successor office, shall
provide to the Director of the Office of Geri-
atric and Extended Care, or successor office,
input with respect to the establishment of
the goals under paragraphs (3) and (4).

(6) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report containing the findings of the review
under paragraph (1), the results of the assess-
ment under paragraph (2), and the goals es-
tablished under paragraphs (3) and (4).

(b) REVIEW OF INCENTIVES AND EFFORTS RE-
LATING TO HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED
SERVICES.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall conduct a review of the following:

(A) The financial and organizational incen-
tives or disincentives for the directors of
medical centers of the Department to estab-
lish or expand covered programs at such
medical centers.

(B) Any incentives or disincentives for
such directors to provide to veterans home-
and community-based services in lieu of in-
stitutional care.

(C) The efforts taken by the Secretary to
enhance spending of the Department for ex-
tended care by balancing spending between
institutional care and home- and commu-
nity-based services consistent with the de-
mand for such services.

(D) The plan of the Under Secretary for
Health of the Department to accelerate ef-
forts to enhance spending as specified in sub-
paragraph (C), to match the progress of simi-
lar efforts taken by the Administrator of the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
with respect to spending of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services for extended
care.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report on the findings of the review under
paragraph (1).

(¢) REVIEW OF RESPITE CARE SERVICES.—
Not later than two years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall conduct a review of
the use, availability, cost, and effectiveness,
of the respite care services furnished by the
Secretary under chapter 17 of title 38, United
States Code, including—
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(1) the frequency at which the Department
of Veterans Affairs is unable to meet demand
for such services;

(2) a detailed description of—

(A) the reasons the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs is unable to meet the demand
for such services; and

(B) any actions, or planned actions, of the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure such
demand is met.

(d) COLLABORATION TO IMPROVE HOME- AND
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES.—

(1) RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(A) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall develop recommendations
as follows:

(i) With respect to home- and community-
based services for veterans, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall develop recommenda-
tions regarding new services (in addition to
those furnished as of the date of enactment
of this Act) in collaboration with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

(ii) With respect to the national shortage
of home health aides, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall develop recommendations
regarding methods to address such shortage
in collaboration with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary of Labor.

(B) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report containing the recommendations de-
veloped under subparagraph (A) and an iden-
tification of any changes in existing law or
new statutory authority necessary to imple-
ment the recommendations, as determined
by the Secretary.

(C) CONSULTATION WITH SECRETARY OF
LABOR.—In carrying out this paragraph, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall consult
with the Secretary of Labor.

(2) FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON
CAREGIVER SUPPORT.—

(A) FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall solicit
from the entities described in subparagraph
(B) feedback and recommendations regarding
opportunities for the Secretary to enhance
home- and community-based services for vet-
erans and the caregivers of veterans, includ-
ing through the potential provision by the
entity of care and respite services to vet-
erans and caregivers who may not be eligible
for any program under section 1720G of title
38, United States Code, or section 1720L of
such title (as added by section 123), but have
a need for assistance.

(B) COVERED ENTITIES.—The entities de-
scribed in this subparagraph are veterans
service organizations and nonprofit organiza-
tions with a focus on caregiver support or
long term care (as determined by the Sec-
retary).

(3) COLLABORATION FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall collaborate with the Director of the In-
dian Health Service and representatives
from tribal health programs and Urban In-
dian organizations to ensure the availability
of home- and community-based services for—

(A) Native American veterans, including
Native American veterans receiving health
care and medical services under multiple
health care systems; and

(B) Native Hawaiian veterans, including
Native Hawaiian veterans receiving health
care and medical services under the Native
Hawaiian health care system.

SEC. 131. GAO REPORT ON MENTAL HEALTH SUP-
PORT FOR CAREGIVERS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to the Committee on
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Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report on the provision of
mental health support to caregivers of vet-
erans.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the need for mental
health support among caregivers partici-
pating in the caregiver programs.

(2) An assessment of options for mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and in the commu-
nity for caregivers participating in the care-
giver programs.

(3) An assessment of the availability and
accessibility of mental health support in fa-
cilities of the Department and in the com-
munity for caregivers participating in the
caregiver programs.

(4) An assessment of the awareness among
caregivers of the availability of mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment and in the community for caregivers
participating in the caregiver programs.

(56) An assessment of barriers to mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment and in the community for caregivers
participating in the caregiver programs.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘caregiver’ has the meaning
given that term in section 1720G of title 38,
United States Code.

(2) The term
means—

(A) the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers under subsection
(a) of section 1720G of title 38, United States
Code; and

(B) the program of support services for
caregivers under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion.
SEC.

‘‘caregiver programs’’

132. DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRALIZED
WEBSITE FOR PROGRAM INFORMA-
TION.

(a) CENTRALIZED WEBSITE.—The Secretary
shall develop and maintain a centralized and
publically accessible internet website of the
Department as a clearinghouse for informa-
tion and resources relating to covered pro-
grams.

(b) CONTENTS.—The website under sub-
section (a) shall contain the following:

(1) A description of each covered program.

(2) An informational assessment tool
that—

(A) explains the administrative eligibility,
if applicable, of a veteran, or a caregiver of
a veteran, for any covered program; and

(B) provides information, as a result of
such explanation, on any covered program
for which the veteran or caregiver (as the
case may be) may be eligible.

(3) A list of required procedures for the di-
rectors of the medical facilities of the De-
partment to follow in determining the eligi-
bility and suitability of veterans for partici-
pation in a covered program, including pro-
cedures applicable to instances in which the
resource constraints of a facility (or of a
community in which a facility is located)
may result in the inability to address the
health needs of a veteran under a covered
program in a timely manner.

(c) UPDATES.—The Secretary shall ensure
the website under subsection (a) is updated
on a periodic basis.

SEC. 133. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) The terms ‘‘caregiver” and ‘‘family
caregiver’” have the meanings given those
terms under section 1720L(h) of title 38,
United States Code (as added by section 123).

(2) The term ‘‘covered program’—

(A) means any program of the Department
of Veterans Affairs for home- and commu-
nity-based services; and
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(B) includes the programs specified in sec-
tion 1720L of title 38, United States Code (as
added by section 123).

(3) The term ‘‘home- and community-based
services’’—

(A) means the services referred to in sec-
tion 1701(6)(E) of title 38, United States Code;
and

(B) includes services furnished under a pro-
gram specified in section 1720L of such title
(as added by section 123).

(4) The terms ‘‘Home-Based Primary Care
program’’, ‘“‘Homemaker and Home Health
Aide program’, and ‘‘Veteran-Directed Care
program’ mean the programs of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs specified in sub-
section (d), (c), and (b) of such section 1720L,
respectively.

(5) The terms ‘‘home health aide’’, ‘‘Native
American’’, ‘Native American veteran’’,
‘‘¢ribal health programs’’, and ‘‘Urban Indian
organizations’ have the meanings given
those terms in subsection (h) of such section
1720L.

(6) The term ‘‘veterans service organiza-
tion” means any organization recognized by
the Secretary under section 5902 of such
title.

Subtitle C—Medical Treatment and Other

Matters
SEC. 140. QUARTERLY REPORT ON REFERRALS
FOR NON-DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS HEALTH CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 1703F the following
new section (and amending the table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter ac-
cordingly):

“§1703G. Quarterly report on referrals for
non-Department health care

“The Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a quarterly
report containing, with respect to referrals
for non-Department health care originating
from a medical facility of the Department
during the quarter preceding the date of the
submission of the report, a measurement of,
for each such medical facility—

‘(1) the period of time between—

‘“(A) the date on which a clinician em-
ployed by the Department determines that a
veteran requires care, or a veteran presents
to the Department requesting care, and the
date on which the referral for care is sent to
a non-Department health care provider;

‘“(B) the date on which such referral is sent
to a non-Department health care provider
and the date on which such non-Department
health care provider accepts such referral;

‘“(C) the date on which such non-Depart-
ment health care provider accepts such re-
ferral and the date on which such referral is
completed;

‘(D) the date on which such referral is
completed and the date on which an appoint-
ment with a non-Department health care
provider is made; and

‘(E) the date on which such an appoint-
ment is made and the date on which such ap-
pointment occurs; and

‘“(2) any other period of time that the Sec-
retary determines necessary.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The first report
under section 1703G, as added by this section,
shall be due not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this section.

SEC. 141. ELIMINATION OF CERTAIN REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR CERTAIN DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANT
UNDER SECRETARIES.

Section 7306 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);

(2) by redesignating subsections (c)
through (g) as subsections (b) through (f), re-
spectively; and
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(3) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘subsection (e)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (d)”’.

SEC. 142. MODIFICATION OF PAY LIMITATION
FOR PHYSICIANS, PODIATRISTS, OP-
TOMETRISTS, AND DENTISTS OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) PAY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7431 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘optometrists,”” after ‘‘po-
diatrists,”” each place it appears;

(B) by inserting ‘‘optometrist’ after ‘‘podi-
atrist,” each place it appears;

(C) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) in paragraph (5), by adding at the end
the following new sentence: ‘“‘Such a notice
shall include a statement of whether the
market pay will increase, decrease, or re-
main unchanged following such evaluation.”’;
and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(T) The Secretary shall ensure that each
physician, podiatrist, optometrist, and den-
tist in the Veterans Health Administration
is—

“(A) advised, on an annual basis, of the cri-
teria described in subparagraph (F) of para-
graph (4);

‘(B) evaluated in accordance with such cri-
teria; and

“(C) compensated in accordance with—

‘(i) applicable assignment and pay levels,
subject to relevant pay limitations; and

‘‘(ii) the extent to which such criteria are
met.

‘(8) Not later than 120 days after the end of
each fiscal year, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the House of Representatives
a report that includes the following:

““(A) A list of each facility and specialty
that conducted an evaluation of pay during
the period covered by the report.

‘“(B) For each evaluation described in sub-
paragraph (A)—

‘(i) a list of occupations for which pay was
evaluated, disaggregated by medical spe-
cialty, number of authorized full-time em-
ployees, and onsite full-time employees as of
the date of the evaluation;

‘‘(ii) the date such evaluation was com-
pleted;

‘‘(iii) whether a market pay adjustment
was made following the evaluation per each
occupation and specialty evaluated;

‘“(iv) whether applicable employees were
notified of such evaluation;

‘(v) whether local labor partners were no-
tified of such evaluation; and

“(vi) in the case of an evaluation that re-
sulted in an adjustment of pay—

‘(D) the date such adjustment—

‘‘(aa) was implemented; and

‘“(bb) became effective; and

‘“(II) the percentage of employees of each
occupation and specialty for which pay was
adjusted pursuant to such evaluation.

“(C) A list of facilities of the Department
that have not conducted an evaluation of
market pay, pursuant to paragraph (5), dur-
ing the 18-month-period that precedes the
date of the submission of such report.”; and

(D) in subsection (e), by adding at the end
the following new paragraphs:

‘(b) Notwithstanding any compensation or
pay limitations under this title or title 5, the
Secretary may authorize the Under Sec-
retary for Health to pay physicians, podia-
trists, optometrists, and dentists—

““(A) awards authorized under this title;

‘(B) advance payments, recruitment or re-
location bonuses, and retention allowances
authorized under section 7410(a) of this title
or as otherwise provided by law;
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“(C) incentives or bonuses under section
706 of this title or as otherwise provided by
law; and

‘(D) earnings from fee-basis appointments
under section 7405(a)(2) of this title.

““(6)(A) The Secretary may waive any pay
limitation described in this section (includ-
ing tier limitations) that the Secretary de-
termines necessary for the recruitment or
retention of critical health care personnel
whom the Secretary determines would pro-
vide direct patient care.

‘“(B) Priority for such waivers shall be
given for positions, locations, and care pro-
vided through agreements that are costly to
the Department.

‘“(C) The Chief Human Capital Officer of
the Department, the Chief Financial Officer
of the Department, and the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department shall review
any waiver issued under subparagraph (A).

‘(D) During the period the authority under
subparagraph (A) is effective, the Secretary
may not issue more than 300 waivers under
such subparagraph.

‘“‘(BE) The Secretary may prescribe require-
ments, limitations, and other considerations
for waivers under such subparagraph.

“(F) Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of the Senator Elizabeth
Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and
Benefits Improvement Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives a re-
port that includes—

‘(i) any updates to the requirements, limi-
tations, and considerations prescribed under
subparagraph (B) during the period covered
by the report;

‘‘(ii) a description of the findings of each
review, if any, conducted pursuant to sub-
paragraph (C);

‘‘(iii) a description of each waiver under
subparagraph (A) in effect as of the date of
the submission of the report, including the—

‘(I duty location, position, specialty, mar-
ket and performance considerations for the
waiver; and

“(II) impact, if any, of the waiver on care
furnished by the Department pursuant to an
agreement regarding the geographic area;
and

‘(iv) a list of any separation actions dur-
ing the period covered by the report with re-
spect to a position for which a waiver under
subparagraph (A) is in effect.

‘(G) The authority of the Secretary under
subparagraph (A) shall terminate on the last
day of the third full fiscal year following the
date of the enactment of the Senator Eliza-
beth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare
and Benefits Improvement Act.”.

(2) REPORT ON WAIVER AUTHORITY.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to the Committees
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes a description of the requirements,
limitations, and other considerations pre-
scribed under section 7431(b)(6)(D) of title 38,
United States Code, as added by paragraph
Q).

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) PAY OF UNDER SECRETARY FOR
HEALTH.—Section 7432(b)(1) of such title is
amended by inserting ‘‘, podiatrist, optom-
etrist,”” after ‘“‘physician’.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.—Section
7433 of such title is amended by inserting
‘“‘optometrists,” after ‘‘physicians,” each
place it appears.

(C) COMPETITIVE PAY.—Section 7451(a)(2)(C)
of such title is amended by inserting ‘‘op-
tometrist,” after ‘‘physician,”.

(4) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—
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(A) SUBCHAPTER HEADING.—Subchapter IIT
of chapter 74 of such title is amended in the
heading by inserting ‘‘Optometrists,” after
“PODIATRISTS,”.

(B) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for such chapter is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to subchapter III and
inserting the following:

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—PAY FOR PHYSICIANS AND

OTHER HEALTH-CARE PERSONNEL”’.

(5) APPLICABILITY DATES.—The amend-
ments made by this subsection shall apply to
any pay period of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs beginning on or after the date
that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(b) MODIFICATION AND CLARIFICATION OF
PAY GRADE FOR OPTOMETRISTS.—Section 7404
of title 38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(A), by striking ‘‘po-
diatrists, and dentists’ and inserting ‘‘podia-
trists, optometrists, and dentists’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘podiatrist (dpm), and den-
tist”’ and inserting ‘‘podiatrist (dpm), optom-
etrist (od), and dentist’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘clinical chiropractor and
optometrist schedule,” and inserting ‘‘clin-
ical chiropractor schedule’’; and

(C) by inserting ‘‘optometrist grade’ after
‘“‘Podiatrist grade’.

(c) RETROACTIVE AUTHORITY FOR COMPENSA-
TION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs may pay retroactive compensation to
a covered employee in an amount that equals
the amount of compensation that was au-
thorized to be paid to such covered employee
during the period specified in paragraph (2),
but was deferred and paid to such employee
in the calendar year following the calender
year in which such compensation was au-
thorized because the payment such com-
pensation would have exceeded an applicable
cap on annual compensation.

(2) PERIOD SPECIFIED.—The period specified
in this paragraph is the period beginning on
January 8, 2006, and ending on December 31,
2017.

(3) EXcLUSION.—Compensation authorized
under this subsection shall not be included
in the calculation of any aggregate limit on
compensation for a covered employee for the
year in which it is paid.

(4) CHARGING OF COMPENSATION.—Com-
pensation authorized under this subsection
shall be charged to the appropriate medical
care appropriation account of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the fiscal year
in which the work was performed except as
follows:

(A) In the case of an account that has
closed pursuant to section 1552 of title 31,
United States Code, the compensation shall
be charged to a current appropriation ac-
count in accordance with section 1553 of such
title.

(B) In the case of an expired account that
has not closed, if charging the compensation
to the expired account would cause such ac-
count to have a negative unliquidated or un-
expended balance, the compensation may be
charged to a current appropriation account
available for the same purpose.

(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘compensation’ means any
pay, including salary, awards, and incen-
tives.

(B) The term ‘‘covered employee’ means a
physician, podiatrist, or dentist subject to
market pay under section 7431 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 143. REIMBURSEMENT OF AMBULANCE
COST FOR CARE FOR CERTAIN
RURAL VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs shall pay, or reimburse a cov-
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ered veteran for, the cost of transporting the
veteran by ambulance, including air ambu-
lance, from a covered location to a provider
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, a
non-Department provider, or the nearest
hospital that can meet the needs of the vet-
eran (including a hospital that compacts
with the Indian Health Service) for covered
care.

(b) AMOUNT COVERED.—The maximum cu-
mulative amount covered under this section
for a covered veteran is $46,000.

(c) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to be
effective on September 30, 2026.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered care’ means care for
a veteran eligible for care provided by the
Department of Veterans Affairs under title
38, United States Code, or any other law ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, even if the care associated with the
transport described in subsection (a) is not
authorized by the Department.

(2) The term ‘‘covered location’” means a
location that is—

(A) in a State that is 100 miles or more
from the nearest medical center of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; and

(B) in an area rated as a 10 or higher under
the rural-urban commuting areas coding sys-
tem of the Department of Agriculture.

(3) The term ‘‘covered veteran’ means a
veteran who—

(A) has a service-connected disability rated
by the Secretary as between 0 and 30 percent
disabling;

(B) is not eligible for payments or reim-
bursements for beneficiary travel or other
transportation under the laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, other
than under this section; and

(C) is not entitled to care or services under
a non-Department of Veterans Affairs
health-plan contract.

(4) The term ‘‘health-plan contract’” has
the meaning given that term in section 1725
of title 38, United States Code.

() The term ‘‘service-connected’” has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of
such title.

SEC. 144. PILOT PROGRAM TO FURNISH DENTAL
CARE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO CERTAIN
VETERANS DIAGNOSED WITH
ISCHEMIC HEART DISEASE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall carry out a two-year pilot program (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’’) under which the Secretary shall fur-
nish covered care to covered veterans
through means that include the use of com-
munity care.

(b) LOCATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall select
not more than four States in which to carry
out the pilot program.

(2) SELECTION CRITERIA.—In selecting
States under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall prioritize States in which—

(A) the Department of Veterans Affairs
serves a high proportion, as determined by
the Secretary, of veterans residing in rural
or highly rural areas (as determined through
the use of the Rural-Urban Commuting
Areas coding system of the Department of
Agriculture);

(B) dental clinics operated by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs currently utilize
teledentistry;

(C) the Department of Veterans Affairs
does not currently operate a dental clinic; or

(D) the Secretary determines a large per-
centage of veterans enrolled in the system of
annual patient enrollment of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs established and op-
erated under paragraphs (1) or (2) of section
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1705(a) of title 388, United States Code, visit
emergency rooms for dental emergencies at
high rates.

(c) PARTICIPATION LIMITATION.—Participa-
tion in a pilot program established pursuant
to this section shall be limited to a covered
veteran who receives health care in a facility
of the Department located in a State se-
lected under subsection (b).

(d) USE OF CERTAIN METHODS TO PROVIDE
CARE.—

(1) MOBILE DENTAL CLINICS.—In carrying
out the pilot program, the Secretary shall
test the efficacy of mobile dental clinics to
service rural areas that do not have a popu-
lation base to warrant a full-time clinic but
where there are covered veterans in need of
dental care.

(2) HOME-BASED DENTAL CARE.—In carrying
out the pilot program, the Secretary shall
test the efficacy of portable dental care units
to service rural veterans in their homes, as
the Secretary considers medically appro-
priate.

(e) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) COMMUNITY CARE NETWORK REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Before commencing the
pilot program, the Secretary shall work with
third party administrators to conduct a re-
view of dental providers who are part of the
community care network of the Department
in each State selected under subsection (b)(1)
to ensure—

(i) dental providers who are no longer ac-
cepting patients from the Department—

(I) are not still listed as providers accept-
ing referrals from the Department; and

(IT) are not sent referrals from the Depart-
ment; and

(ii) dental providers participating in each
such network are capable of receiving an in-
flux of patients from the Department under
the pilot program.

(B) EXPANSION OF NETWORK.—If, pursuant
to a review under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary determines the community care net-
work in a State selected under subsection
(b)(1) is not capable of receiving an influx of
patients under the pilot program, the Sec-
retary shall coordinate with the Third Party
Administrator for such State to ensure the
dental provider network of such community
care network is sufficiently expanded before
the initiation of the pilot program.

(2) NOTICE TO COVERED VETERANS.—In car-
rying out the pilot program, the Secretary
shall inform all covered veterans in States
selected under subsection (b)(1) of the cov-
ered care available under the pilot program.

(3) LOSS OF ELIGIBILITY.—Any veteran par-
ticipating in the pilot program who ceases to
be a covered veteran shall be removed from
the pilot program on the date that is 90 days
after the Secretary determines the partici-
pant is no longer a covered veteran.

(4) CONTINUITY OF CARE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon the termination of
the pilot program, the Secretary shall pro-
vide to all veterans participating in the pilot
program at the time of such termination—

(i) information on how to enroll in the den-
tal insurance plan of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs under section 1712C of title 38,
United States Code;

(ii) if appropriate, information on the
VETSmile program of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, or any successor program;
and

(iii) contact information for dental pro-
viders in the surrounding community who
provide low- or no-cost dental care and
whom the Secretary has confirmed are avail-
able to take on new patients.

(B) CONTINUATION OF TREATMENT PLAN.—
Any veteran participating in the pilot pro-
gram may continue to receive services under
the pilot program after the termination of
the pilot program to complete a treatment
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plan commenced under the pilot program, as
determined necessary by the Secretary.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the commencement of the pilot
program, and annually thereafter for the du-
ration of the pilot program, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report on
the pilot program that includes—

(A) an identification of the States partici-
pating in the pilot program;

(B) a description of the implementation
and operation of the pilot program;

(C) the number of participants in the pilot
program, disaggregated by—

(i) State; and

(ii) disability rating;

(D) an identification of any barriers or
challenges to implementing the pilot pro-
gram;

(E) aggregated feedback from participants
in the pilot program, including from inter-
views and surveys;

(F) the average annual cost of providing
covered care to a participant in the pilot
program, disaggregated by—

(i) State;

(ii) disability rating; and

(iii) whether the care was provided through
the community care network or through a
provider of the Department;

(G) an analysis of the communication and
collaboration of the Department with Third
Party Administrators and community care
dental providers, disaggregated by State;

(H) an analysis of any cost savings by the
Department with respect to the treatment of
ischemic heart disease;

(I) an assessment of the impact of the pilot
program on appointments for care, prescrip-
tions, hospitalizations, emergency room vis-
its, wellness, employability, satisfaction,
and perceived quality of life of covered vet-
erans related to their diagnosis of ischemic
heart disease;

(J) an analysis and assessment of the effi-
cacy of mobile clinics and portable dental
care units, to the extent such modalities are
used, to service the needs of covered veterans
under the pilot program;

(K) an analysis and assessment of the
usage of teledentistry to service the needs of
covered veterans under the pilot program, to
include a cost benefit analysis of such serv-
ices; and

(L) such other matters as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
before the completion of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report on
the pilot program that—

(A) includes the matters required under
paragraph (1);

(B) includes recommendations on whether
the pilot program should be continued, ex-
panded, or adopted throughout the Depart-
ment; and

(C) indicates whether the Secretary re-
quests action by Congress to make the pilot
program permanent.

(g) IMPACT ON COMMUNITY CARE.—Partici-
pants in the pilot program shall be able to
access covered care in the community under
section 1703 of title 38, United States Code.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered care’’ means dental
care that is consistent with the dental serv-
ices and treatment furnished by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to veterans pursu-
ant to section 1712(a)(1)(G) of title 38, United
States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran’’ means a
veteran who—
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(A) is enrolled in the system of annual pa-
tient enrollment of the Department estab-
lished and operated under paragraphs (1) or
(2) of section 1705(a) of title 38, United States
Code;

(B) is not eligible for dental services and
treatment and related dental appliances
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary as of the date of the enactment of this
Act; and

(C) has a diagnosis of ischemic heart dis-
ease.

(3) The term ‘‘Third Party Administrator”’
has the meaning given such term in section
1703F of such title.

SEC. 145. DOCUMENTATION OF PREFERENCES OF
VETERANS FOR SCHEDULING OF AP-
POINTMENTS FOR HEALTH CARE
UNDER LAWS ADMINISTERED BY
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall de-
velop a mechanism to solicit information re-
garding the preference of veterans enrolled
in the system of annual patient enrollment
of the Department of Veterans Affairs estab-
lished and operated under section 1705(a) of
title 38, United States Code, for scheduling of
appointments for health care and related
services under the laws administered by the
Secretary, including through non-Depart-
ment providers.

(b) DOCUMENTATION OF PREFERENCE.—Pref-
erences provided voluntarily by a veteran
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be docu-
mented on My HealtheVet or another system
designated by the Secretary that allows the
veteran to view and change such preferences
at any time.

(c) INCLUSION IN PREFERENCE.—Preferences
solicited under subsection (a) shall include
the following:

(1) How and when the veteran prefers to be
contacted about an appointment for health
care.

(2) Whether the veteran prefers to schedule
appointments without the assistance of the
Department, if able.

(3) Whether the veteran prefers to select a
provider without the assistance of the De-
partment, if able.

(4) Whether the veteran prefers appoint-
ments to be scheduled during certain days or
times.

(d) USE OF PREFERENCE.—The Secretary
shall make the preferences provided under
subsection (a) easily accessible to medical
support assistants and other staff of the De-
partment, or non-Department staff, as the
Secretary determines appropriate, who assist
in the appointment scheduling process.

(e) DEPLOYMENT OF MECHANISM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning after the date
on which the Secretary develops the mecha-
nism required under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) test the mechanism in not fewer than
three geographically diverse Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks; and

(B) gather feedback about the effectiveness
of such mechanism from veterans, medical
support assistants, staff and other stake-
holders as the Secretary determines appro-
priate.

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not
implement such mechanism across the Vet-
erans Health Administration of the Depart-
ment before the Secretary addresses the
feedback described in paragraph (1)(B).

SEC. 146. STAFFING MODEL AND PERFORMANCE
METRICS FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) STAFFING MODEL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—
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(A) develop, validate, and implement a
staffing model for the Office of Integrated
Veteran Care of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or successor office, Veterans Inte-
grated Services Networks, and medical cen-
ters of the Department that includes appro-
priate target staffing levels nationally, re-
gionally, and locally to ensure timely access
to care and effectively oversee the provision
of care by the Department, whether at a fa-
cility of the Department or through a non-
Department provider; and

(B) provide to Congress a briefing on such
staffing model, which shall include—

(i) the metrics and measures used by the
Secretary in developing such staffing model;

(ii) an analysis of how such staffing model
compares to the staffing models of other rel-
evant Government-owned and private sector
health care systems; and

(iii) an estimate of the portion of the roles
in such staffing model that will be filled by
contracted staff at any given time.

(2) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF STAFFING
MODEL.—Not later than one year after the
date on which the Secretary implements the
staffing model required under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall submit to Congress and
the Comptroller General of the United States
a report containing—

(A) an update on such implementation; and

(B) information on the outcomes yielded
by such staffing model in terms of improved
access to care for veterans and improved
compliance with relevant laws, regulations,
policy directives, and guidance governing ac-
cess to care.

(b) PERFORMANCE METRICS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop and implement a
plan, with an appropriate tracking system,
to incorporate appropriate standardized per-
formance metrics and oversight measures
within the performance appraisal systems
for employees of the Department specified in
paragraph (2).

(2) EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT SPECI-
FIED.—Employees of the Department speci-
fied in this paragraph are employees who are
responsible for ensuring timely access to
care from the Department, compliance with
relevant statutes and regulations relating to
the provision of care, including section 1703
of title 38, United States Code, and over-
seeing the provision of care, whether at a fa-
cility of the Department or through a non-
Department provider, including employees
within the Office of Integrated Veteran Care
of the Department, or successor office, em-
ployees of a Veterans Integrated Service
Network, and employees of a medical center
of the Department.

(3) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF PER-
FORMANCE METRICS.—Not later than one year
after implementing the performance metrics
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall submit to Congress and the Comp-
troller General of the United States a report
containing—

(A) an update on such implementation; and

(B) information on the outcomes yielded
by such performance metrics in terms of im-
proved access to care for veterans and im-
proved compliance with relevant laws, policy
directives, and guidance governing access to
care.

(c) GAO REPORT.—Not later than two years
after the later of the date on which the
Comptroller General receives the report
under subsection (a)(2) or the report under
subsection (b)(3), the Comptroller General
shall submit to Congress a report that in-
cludes—

(1) an assessment of the performance of the
Office of Integrated Veteran Care of the De-
partment, or successor office, in improving
access to care for veterans in facilities of the
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Department and pursuant to section 1703 of
title 38, United States Code; and

(2) such recommendations as the Comp-
troller General considers appropriate with
respect to improving access to the care de-
scribed in paragraph (1) for veterans.

SEC. 147. ONLINE HEALTH EDUCATION PORTAL
FOR VETERANS ENROLLED IN PA-
TIENT ENROLLMENT SYSTEM OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall establish, on an Inter-
net website of the Department, a health edu-
cation portal that includes interactive edu-
cational modules to ensure veterans enrolled
in the patient enrollment system of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs established and
operated under section 1705(a) of title 38,
United States Code, understand the basic
health care eligibilities and entitlements of
veterans under the laws administered by the
Secretary, including under the Veterans
Community Care Program under section 1703
of such title.

SEC. 148. LIMITATION ON DETAIL OF DIRECTORS
OF MEDICAL CENTERS OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO
DIFFERENT POSITIONS.

(a) NOTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after detailing a director of a medical center
of the Department of Veterans Affairs to a
different position within the Department,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall no-
tify the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives of
such detail.

(2) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The notifica-
tion required by paragraph (1) shall include,
with respect to a director of a medical center
who is detailed to a different position within
the Department, the following information:

(A) The location at which the director is
detailed.

(B) The position title of the detail.

(C) The estimated time the director is ex-
pected to be absent from their duties at the
medical center.

(D) Such other information as the Sec-
retary may determine appropriate.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF ACTING DIRECTOR.—
Not later than 120 days after detailing a di-
rector of a medical center of the Department
to a different position within the Depart-
ment, the Secretary shall appoint an indi-
vidual as acting director of such medical
center with all of the authority and respon-
sibilities of the detailed director.

(c) UPDATE ON DETAIL.—Not later than 120
days after detailing a director of a medical
center of the Department to a different posi-
tion within the Department, and not less fre-
quently than every 30 days thereafter while
the detail is in effect or while the director
position at the medical center is vacant, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives an update regarding the sta-
tus of the detail.

(d) RETURN TO POSITION OR REASSIGN-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), not later than 180 days after
detailing a director of a medical center of
the Department to a different position with-
in the Department, for a reason other than
an ongoing investigation or administrative
action with respect to the director, the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) return the individual to the position as
director of the medical center; or

(B) reassign the individual from the posi-
tion as director of the medical center and
begin the process of hiring a new director for
such position.
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(2) WAIVER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may waive
the requirement under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to an individual for successive 90-day
increments for a total period of not more
than 540 days from the original date the indi-
vidual was detailed away from their position
as director of a medical center.

(B) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days
after exercising a waiver under subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall notify Congress of
the waiver and provide to Congress informa-
tion as to why the waiver is necessary.

SEC. 149. NATIONAL VETERAN SUICIDE PREVEN-
TION ANNUAL REPORT.

(a) NATIONAL VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION
ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and not later than September 30 of each year
thereafter, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and publish on a publicly
available website of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs a report to be known as the
‘“‘National Veteran Suicide Prevention An-
nual Report’’.

(2) EXTENSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary requires
an extension of the deadline for a report
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a written request for such an exten-
sion.

(B) ELEMENTS.—Each written request
under paragraph (1) for an extension for a re-
port shall include the following:

(i) The rationale for the delay in the sub-
mission of the report.

(ii) An explanation of the need for an ex-
tension.

(iii) A proposed amended date for the sub-
mission and publication of the report.

(3) BRIEFING.—With respect to each report
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall, before the date on which the Secretary
submits such report, provide to the appro-
priate congressional committees a briefing
on such report.

(4) ELEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each report required
under paragraph (1) shall include—

(i) the findings of the national analysis of
veteran suicide rates for the latest year for
which data is available;

(ii) an identification of trends, if any, dem-
onstrated by such data; and

(iii) a comparison of such data to data on
veteran suicide rates during preceding years.

(B) ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS.—Each report
under paragraph (1) shall include, for the
year covered by the report, the following:

(i) Suicide rates of veterans disaggregated
by age, gender, and race or ethnicity.

(ii) Trends in suicide rates of veterans
compared to engagement of those veterans
with health care from the Veterans Health
Administration, including an examination of
trends in suicide rates or deaths among—

(I) veterans who have recently received
health care from the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration as compared to veterans who
have never received health care from the
Veterans Health Administration;

(IT) veterans who are enrolled in the pa-
tient enrollment system of the Department
of Veterans Affairs under section 1705(a) of
title 38, United States Code, as compared to
veterans who have never enrolled in such
system;

(IIT) veterans who have recently used serv-
ices from a Vet Center as compared to vet-
erans who have never used such services;

(IV) to the extent practicable, veterans
who have a diagnosis of substance use dis-
order; and
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(V) other groups of veterans relating to en-
gagement with health care from the Vet-
erans Health Administration, as the Sec-
retary considers practicable.

(iii) To the extent practicable, trends in
suicide rates of veterans compared to en-
gagement of those veterans with benefits
from the Veterans Benefits Administration,
including an examination of trends in sui-
cide rates or deaths among—

(I) veterans who are currently using, have
previously used, or have never used edu-
cational assistance under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary;

(IT) veterans who are currently receiving,
have previously received, or have never re-
ceived services or assistance under chapter
31 of title 38, United States Code;

(IIT) with respect to compensation under
chapter 11 of such title—

(aa) veterans who were recipients of such
compensation as compared to veterans who
never applied for such compensation prior to
death;

(bb) veterans who had a claim denied for
such compensation prior to death;

(cc) veterans who had a pending claim for
such compensation at time of death; and

(dd) veterans who had an entitlement for
such compensation reduced prior to death;

(IV) veterans who are currently receiving
or have never received pension under chapter
15 of title 38, United States Code;

(V) veterans who are currently using, have
recently used, or have never used programs
or services provided by the Homeless Pro-
grams Office of the Department, including an
examination of trends in suicide rates or
deaths among veterans who made contact
with such office but were denied or deemed
ineligible for any such program or service;

(VI) with respect to housing loans guaran-
teed by the Secretary under chapter 37 of
title 38, United States Code, veterans who
are current recipients of, were recent recipi-
ents of, or have never received such a loan;

(VII) veterans owing debts to the Depart-
ment;

(VIII) veterans who were involved in a vet-
erans treatment court program, whether
they graduated successfully or not; and

(IX) veterans who were successfully con-
tacted, unsuccessfully contacted, or never
contacted by the Department through the
Solid Start program under section 6320 of
title 38, United States Code.

(C) STRATEGY AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(i) INITIAL REPORT.—The initial report
under paragraph (1) shall include a strategy
and recommendations developed by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, in collaboration
with the Director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, for—

(D) improving data collection at the State
and local levels to accurately capture suicide
deaths of veterans;

(IT) improving the timeliness, efficacy, and
standardization of data reporting on suicide
deaths of veterans at the Federal level, in-
cluding by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs;

(ITI) improving the timeliness of identifica-
tion and analysis of suicide deaths of vet-
erans by Federal agencies, including the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, and
the Department of Veterans Affairs; and

(IV) any other necessary process improve-
ments for improving the timeliness, efficacy,
and standardization of reporting of data re-
lating to suicide deaths of veterans, particu-
larly with respect to the annual report under
this section.

(ii) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—Each report
after the initial report under paragraph (1)
shall include updates on actions taken to
meet the strategy and recommendations de-
veloped under subparagraph (A).
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(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

(B) The term ‘““Vet Center’’ means a center
for readjustment counseling and related
mental health services for veterans under
section 1712A of title 38, United States Code.

(b) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF NATIONAL
VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION ANNUAL RE-
PORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall enter
into one or more contracts with a private
sector entity described in paragraph (5) to
conduct an independent assessment of the
National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual
Report required under subsection (a).

(2) FREQUENCY.—The private sector entity
or entities carrying out the assessment re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall complete
such assessment not later than 240 days after
entering into the contract described in such
subsection and not less frequently than
every five years thereafter.

(3) ELEMENTS.—Each assessment required
under paragraph (1) shall analyze the fol-
lowing:

(A) The methodology used by the Depart-
ment to track, analyze, categorize, and re-
port suicide deaths and suicide rates among
veterans.

(B) Whether data sources used by the De-
partment to compile data on suicide deaths
and suicide rates among veterans are accu-
rately reflecting such data.

(C) Vulnerabilities in the methodology
used by the Department that could lead to
inaccurate counting of suicide deaths and
suicide rates among veterans.

(D) The ability of the Department to cross
reference suicide deaths and suicide rates
among veterans with trends in usage of pro-
grams of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion or the Veterans Benefits Administration
or other programs that could serve as wide-
spread protective factors against suicide.

(E) Improvements that could be made to
ensure the National Veteran Suicide Preven-
tion Annual Report required under sub-
section (a) is accurate and comprehensive
and provides insights for making improve-
ments to the suicide prevention efforts of the
Department.

(4) REPORT ON ASSESSMENT.—

(A) REPORT ON FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Not later than 60 days after com-
pleting an assessment required by paragraph
(1), the private sector entity or entities car-
rying out the assessment shall submit to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on
the findings and recommendations of the pri-
vate sector entity or entities with respect to
such assessment.

(B) REPORT ON PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS.—
Not later than 60 days after receiving a re-
port under paragraph (1) with respect to an
assessment required by paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report on how
the Department plans to improve the Na-
tional Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual
Report required under subsection (a) based
on such assessment.

(6) PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITY DESCRIBED.—A
private sector entity described in this para-
graph is a private entity that—

(A) specializes in analyzing large-scale or-
ganizational data collection and analysis ef-
forts, especially with respect to the health
care sector; and

(B) has experience and proven outcomes in
optimizing the accuracy and comprehensive-
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ness of data collection and analysis related
to suicide.

(¢c) REPORT ON ADDITIONAL BENEFITS AND
SERVICES FROM DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS TO PREVENT VETERAN SUICIDE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than three years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives and publish on a publicly available
website of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs a report that analyzes which benefits
and services under the laws administered by
such Secretary, including such benefits and
services furnished by the Veterans Benefits
Administration, have the greatest impact on
the prevention of suicide among veterans, in-
cluding recommendations for potential ex-
pansion of services and benefits to reduce the
number of veteran suicides.

(2) ASSESSMENT OF SOLID START PROGRAM.—
The report required by paragraph (1) shall in-
clude an analysis of the effectiveness of the
Solid Start program under section 6320 of
title 38, United States Code, on prevention of
suicide among veterans.

(d) TOOLKIT FOR STATE AND LOCAL CORO-
NERS AND MEDICAL EXAMINERS ON BEST PRAC-
TICES FOR IDENTIFYING AND REPORTING ON
SUICIDE DEATHS OF VETERANS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, in collaboration with the Director of
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, shall develop a toolkit for State and
local coroners and medical examiners that
contains best practices for—

(A) accurately identifying and reporting
suicide deaths of veterans, including how to
identify veteran status; and

(B) reporting such deaths to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and other
applicable entities.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—Not later than two
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall make the toolkit de-
veloped under paragraph (1) available on a
publicly available website of the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

(3) OUTREACH.—The Secretary, in collabo-
ration with the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, shall con-
duct outreach to appropriate State and local
agencies to promote the availability and use
of the toolkit developed under paragraph (1).
SEC. 150. REPORT ON PHYSICAL INFRASTRUC-

TURE REQUIRED BY MEDICAL FA-
CILITIES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO PROVIDE DEN-
TAL CARE SERVICES.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report,
for each medical center or other relevant
health care facility of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, that includes—

(1) an identification of the physical infra-
structure, including new facilities, renova-
tions, remodels, leases, or other infrastruc-
ture, such medical center or health care fa-
cility requires to provide dental care serv-
ices to veterans eligible for such services
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary; and

(2) an analysis of the physical infrastruc-
ture such medical center or health care facil-
ity would require if a greater number of vet-
erans became eligible for such dental care
services pursuant to a modification of the
laws administered by the Secretary.

SEC. 151. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON
CERTAIN ORAL HEALTH CARE PRO-
GRAMS UNDER LAWS ADMINIS-
TERED BY SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the status of the
oral health care programs of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, that includes an assess-
ment of—

(1) any issues with information technology
programs, including Dental Record Manager
Plus, that affect dental care staff of the De-
partment;

(2) the implementation of the dental insur-
ance plan of the Department under section
1712C of title 38, United States Code;

(3) the implementation and expansion of
the VETSmile program of the Department;

(4) barriers preventing the Department
from expanding dental care eligibility to all
veterans with ischemic heart disease, includ-
ing such barriers relating to physical infra-
structure, workforce, and cost of such dental
care;

(5) barriers preventing dental clinics of the
Department, if any, from adopting teleden-
tistry;

(6) the demographic makeup of veterans el-
igible for dental care paid for by the Depart-
ment as of the commencement of the pilot
program under section 144 of this Act, in-
cluding information on—

(A) age;

(B) gender;

(C) race or ethnicity, disaggregated by—

(i) membership in an Indian Tribe; and

(ii) the major race groups used in the de-
cennial census;

(D) employment status; and

(E) location of residence, disaggregated by
rural, highly rural, and urban locations; and

(7) changes to such demographic makeup if
any, that would result from an expansion of
eligibility for dental care under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary to all veterans
with ischemic heart disease including
changes to demographics specified in para-
graph (6).

(b) THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Third
Party Administrator’” means an entity that
manages a provider network and performs
administrative services related to such net-
work under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.

SEC. 152. REVIEW OF WORKFLOWS ASSOCIATED
WITH PROCESSING REFERRALS BE-
TWEEN FACILITIES OF THE VET-
ERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall conduct a review of the
workflows directly associated with proc-
essing referrals of patients between facilities
of the Veterans Health Administration of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to identify
specific delays or bottlenecks in such refer-
rals.

(b) ELEMENTS OF REVIEW.—The review re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include a
review of—

(1) the interfacility consult management
guidance of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion that assists facilities described in sub-
section (a) in constructing a workflow for
consults between such facilities; and

(2) the roles and responsibilities of the in-
dividuals involved in the consult manage-
ment process in managing such consults, in-
cluding the role of the referral coordination
team.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the results of the review required under
subsection (a).

SEC. 153. PLAN FOR TIMELY SCHEDULING OF AP-
POINTMENTS AT MEDICAL FACILI-
TIES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—To improve respon-
siveness in the provision of hospital care and
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medical services at medical facilities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall develop a
plan to—

(1) ensure that whenever a covered veteran
contacts the Department by telephone to re-
quest the scheduling of an appointment for
care or services for the covered veteran at
such a facility, the scheduling for the ap-
pointment occurs during that telephone call
(regardless of the prospective date of the ap-
pointment being scheduled); and

(2) provide timely and, where applicable,
same-day scheduling for an appointment de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report on the plan
under subsection (a).

(¢c) COVERED VETERAN DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘“‘covered veteran’ means a
veteran who is enrolled in the system of pa-
tient enrollment of the Department under
section 1705(a) of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 154. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
TO SUPPORT INITIATIVES FOR MO-
BILE MAMMOGRAPHY SERVICES FOR
VETERANS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs $5,000,000
for fiscal year 2025 for the Office of Women'’s
Health of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs under section 7310 of title 38, United
States Code, to be used by the Secretary to
expand access of women veterans to—

(1) mobile mammography initiatives;

(2) advanced mammography equipment;
and

(3) outreach activities to publicize those
initiatives and equipment.

TITLE II—-ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
MATTERS
Subtitle A—Educational Assistance
SEC. 201. TEMPORARY EXPANSION OF ELIGI-
BILITY FOR MARINE GUNNERY SER-
GEANT JOHN DAVID FRY SCHOLAR-
SHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall treat an individual de-
scribed in subsection (b) as a covered indi-
vidual described in section 3311(b) of title 38,
United States Code.

(b) COVERED INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED.—An in-
dividual described in this subsection is an in-
dividual who is the child or spouse of a per-
son—

(1) who dies from a service-connected dis-
ability during the 120-day period imme-
diately following the day on which the per-
son was discharged or released from duty as
a member of the Armed Forces (without re-
gard to whether such duty was active duty);
and

(2)(A) who received an honorable discharge;
or

(B) whose service in the Armed Forces is
characterized by the Secretary concerned as
honorable service.

(¢) APPLICABILITY.—This
apply with respect to—

(1) deaths that occur before, on, or after
the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) a quarter, semester, or term, as applica-
ble, commencing—

(A) on or after August 1, 2025; and

(B) before October 1, 2027.

SEC. 202. REMOVAL OF EXPIRATION ON ENTITLE-
MENT TO MARINE GUNNERY SER-
GEANT JOHN DAVID FRY SCHOLAR-
SHIP FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES.

Section 3311(f) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2);

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through
(5) as paragraphs (2) through (4), respec-
tively:;
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(3) in paragraph (2), as redesignated by
paragraph (2) of this section, by striking ‘‘in
paragraph (4)” and inserting ‘‘in paragraph
(3)’; and

(4) in paragraph (3)(A), as redesignated by
paragraph (2) of this section, by striking
‘“‘under paragraph (3)”’ and inserting ‘‘under
paragraph (2).

SEC. 203. SOLE LIABILITY FOR TRANSFERRED
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE BY AN
INDIVIDUAL WHO FAILS TO COM-
PLETE A SERVICE AGREEMENT.

Subsection (i) of section 3319 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘““In the event’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘Subject to paragraph (2), in the event’’;
and

(B) by inserting ‘‘of this title’’ after ‘‘sec-
tion 3685°";

(2) in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2)—

(A) in the heading, by striking ‘“IN GEN-
ERAL” and inserting ‘‘SOLE LIABILITY’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘under paragraph (1)’ and
inserting ‘‘for which the individual shall be
solely liable to the United States for the
amount of the overpayment for purposes of
section 3685 of this title’’; and

(3) in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘Subparagraph (A) shall not apply”’
and inserting ‘‘Neither the individual nor the
dependent shall be liable to the TUnited
States for the amount of the overpayment
for purposes of section 3685 of this title’’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘of this
title” after ‘‘section 3311(c)(4)”.

SEC. 204. NOTICE TO EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS OF RISK-BASED SURVEYS.

Section 3673A(d) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘one business
day’’ and inserting ‘‘two business days’’.

SEC. 205. RELATIONSHIP OF PARTICIPATION BY
AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION IN
CERTAIN FEDERAL STUDENT FINAN-
CIAL AID PROGRAMS TO APPROVAL
OF SUCH INSTITUTION FOR PUR-
POSES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS.

Paragraph (4) of section 3675(b) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(4) The educational institution—

““(A) is approved and participates in a pro-
gram under title IV of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.); or

‘“(B) does not participate in such a pro-
gram and the Secretary has waived the re-
quirement under this paragraph with respect
to the educational institution, and submits
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives notice
of such waiver, because the Secretary deter-
mines that the educational institution—

‘‘(i) elects not to participate in such a pro-
gram;

‘“(ii) cannot participate in such a program;
or

‘“(iii) is in the process of making a good-
faith effort to submit an initial application
for approval to participate in such a pro-
gram, except that a waiver under this clause
may not be provided for a period of longer
than 36 months.”.

SEC. 206. EXPANSION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS OVERSIGHT OF CER-
TAIN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

(a) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR AP-
PROVAL.—Section 3675(b) of title 38, United
States Code, as amended by section 205, is
further amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

““(5) The educational institution agrees to,
not later than 30 days after any date on
which such educational institution becomes
subject to an action or event described in
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section 3673(e)(3) of this title, submit to the
State approving agency, or the Secretary
when acting in the role of a State approving
agency, a notification of such action or
event in such form and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary determines ap-
propriate.”’.

(b) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR AP-
PROVAL OF NONACCREDITED COURSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3676(c) of such
title is amended—

(A) Dby redesignating paragraphs (14)
through (16) as paragraphs (15) through (17),
respectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (13) the
following new paragraph:

‘“(14) The institution agrees to, not later
than 30 days after any date on which such in-
stitution becomes subject to an action or
event described in section 3673(e)(3) of this
title, submit to the State approving agency,
or the Secretary when acting in the role of a
State approving agency, a notification of
such action or event in such form and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
determines appropriate.”’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such title is
further amended—

(A) in section 3672(b)(2)(C), by striking
‘“‘paragraph (14) or (15)” and inserting ‘‘para-
graph (15) or (16)’;

(B) in section 3675(b)(3), by striking (14),
(15), and (16)” and inserting ‘‘(15), (16), and
an’;

(C) in section 3679(d), by striking ‘‘de-
scribed in paragraph (14) or (15)” and insert-
ing ‘‘described in paragraph (15) or (16)’; and

(D) in section 3680A(a)(4)(C)(iii), by strik-
ing ‘‘section 3676(c)(14) and (15)” and insert-
ing ‘‘section 3676(c)(15) and (16)”’.

(c) ADDITIONAL GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION
OF APPROVAL.—Section 3679(f)(1) of such title
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:

“(I) Comply with the notification require-
ments under sections 3675(b)(5) and 3676(c)(14)
of this title, when applicable.”.

(d) DEADLINE FOR RISK-BASED SURVEYS
DATABASE.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall establish the database required
under section 3673A(c) of title 38, United
States Code, by not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 207. REQUIREMENT THAT EDUCATIONAL IN-
STITUTIONS APPROVED FOR PUR-
POSES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS PROVIDE DIG-
ITAL OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Section 3675(b) of title
38, United States Code, as amended by sec-
tions 205 and 206, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(6) The educational institution makes
available to each eligible person or veteran a
copy of the person or veteran’s official tran-
script in a digital format.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) APPROVAL OF COURSES.—Section
3672(b)(2)(A) of such title is amended by

striking ““(b)(1) and (b)(2)” and inserting
“paragraphs (1), (2), and (6) of section
3675(h)"".

(2) APPROVAL OF NONACCREDITED COURSES.—
Section 3676(c) of such title is amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (17) as
paragraph (18); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (16) the
following new paragraph (17):

“(17) In the case of a course that leads to
a standard college degree, the educational
institution satisfies the requirements of sec-
tion 3675(b)(6) of this title.”.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
3675(b)(3) of such title is amended by striking
¢(15), (16), and (17)” and inserting ‘(15), (16),
and (18)".

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on Au-
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gust 1, 2025, and apply with respect to a quar-

ter, semester, or term, as applicable, com-

mencing on or after such date.

SEC. 208. PAYMENT OF FULL MONTHLY HOUSING
STIPEND FOR VETERANS ENROLLED
IN FINAL SEMESTER USING EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER
POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL  ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM.

(a) HOUSING ALLOWANCE.—Section 3680(a)(3)
of title 38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively (and
by redesignating each subordinate provision
and the margins thereof accordingly);

(2) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding para-
graph (1)’ and inserting ‘‘(A) Notwith-
standing paragraph (1)’;

(3) by striking ¢, including a monthly
housing stipend described in section 3313(c)
of this title,”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph (B):

‘(B) For purposes of providing a monthly
housing stipend described in section 3313(c)
to an eligible veteran or eligible person for
whom the Secretary is providing educational
assistance under chapter 33 of this title dur-
ing a period that is the last semester, term,
or academic period pursuant to subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall treat the veteran or
person as pursuing a program of education
on a full-time basis.”.

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act and apply
with respect to a quarter, semester, or term,
as applicable, commencing on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2025.

SEC. 209. MODIFICATION OF RULES FOR AP-
PROVAL OF COMMERCIAL DRIVER
EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR PUR-
POSES OF EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAMS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a)(4) of sec-
tion 2 of the Veteran Improvement Commer-
cial Driver License Act of 2023 (Public Law
118-95) is amended, in the matter to be in-
serted as the new paragraph (2) of section
3680A(e) of title 38, United States Code—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘the commercial driver education
program offered at the branch by the edu-
cational institution—"’ and inserting and em
dash; and

(B) by striking clauses (i) and (ii) and in-
serting the following:

‘(i) the commercial driver education pro-
gram offered at the branch by the edu-
cational institution is approved for purposes
of this chapter by a State approving agency
(or the Secretary when acting in the role of
a State approving agency); and

“(ii1)(I) such branch is located in a State in
which such educational institution offers
such commercial driver education program
at another branch of such educational insti-
tution; or

‘“(IT) such branch—

‘‘(aa) has been operating for at least one
year; and

‘“(bb) offers such commercial driver edu-
cation program, using the same curriculum
as another branch of such educational insti-
tution.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(D) The Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives a notifica-
tion not later than 30 days after the Sec-
retary grants an exemption under subpara-
graph (A). Such notification shall identify
the educational institution, and the branch
thereof, granted such exemption.”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Section 2(b) of such
Act is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘180 days’’
and inserting ‘365 days’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(3) REGULATIONS.—In prescribing any reg-
ulation to carry out the amendments made
by subsection (a), the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall consult with State approving
agencies designated under section 3671 of
such title.

‘“(4) GAO sTUDY.—Not later than 365 days
after the applicability date under paragraph
(2), the Comptroller General of the United
States shall—

‘“(A) conduct a study to—

‘(i) determine the effects of the amend-
ments made by subsection (a); and

‘“(ii) the feasibility and advisability of
similarly amending the rules for approval of
programs of education for other vocational
programs of education; and

‘“(B) submit to the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report on the findings of
the Comptroller General with respect to such
study.”.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect as if
included in such Act on the date of the en-
actment of such Act.

SEC. 210. PROVISION OF CERTIFICATES OF ELIGI-
BILITY AND AWARD LETTERS USING
ELECTRONIC MEANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 36 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 3698 the following new section
(and conforming the table of sections at the
beginning of such chapter accordingly):
“§3698A. Provision of certificates of eligi-

bility and award letters using electronic

means

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided by
subsection (b), the Secretary shall provide to
an individual the following documents using
electronic means:

‘(1) A certificate of eligibility for the enti-
tlement of the individual to covered edu-
cational assistance.

‘“(2) An award letter regarding the author-
ization of the individual to receive covered
educational assistance.

“(b) ELECTION TO OPT OUT.—An individual
may elect to receive the documents specified
in subsection (a) by mail rather than
through electronic means under subsection
(a). An individual may revoke such an elec-
tion at any time, by means prescribed by the
Secretary.

“(c) COVERED EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.—
In this section, the term ‘covered edu-
cational assistance’ means educational as-
sistance under chapter 30, 33, or 35 of this
title, or section 3699C of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 3698 the following new item:
¢“3698A. Provision of certificates of eligibility

and award letters using elec-
tronic means.”’.

SEC. 211. RETROACTIVE EFFECTIVE DATE OF
LAW REGARDING CHARGE TO ENTI-
TLEMENT TO EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO DO
NOT TRANSFER CREDITS FROM CER-
TAIN CLOSED OR DISAPPROVED
PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION.

Section 3699(c)(2) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking subparagraph
(C) and inserting the following new subpara-
graph (C):

“(C) This paragraph, including clauses (ii)
and (iii) of subparagraph (A), shall apply
with respect to the closure or discontinu-
ation of a course or program of education, as
described in subsection (b)(1), that occurs
during the period beginning on August 1,
2021, and ending on September 30, 2025.”.
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SEC. 212. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
HIGH TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.

(a) HIGH TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 36 of title 38,
United States Code, as amended by section
210, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§3699C. High technology program

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary
shall carry out a program under which the
Secretary provides covered individuals with
the opportunity to enroll in high technology
programs of education that the Secretary de-
termines provide training or skills sought by
employers in a relevant field or industry.

“(2) Not more than 4,000 covered individ-
uals may participate in the program under
this section in any fiscal year.

“(b) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall provide, to each covered indi-
vidual who pursues a high technology pro-
gram of education under this section, edu-
cational assistance in amounts equal to the
amounts provided under section 3313(c)(1) of
this title, including, except as provided in
paragraph (3), with respect to the housing
stipend described in that section and in ac-
cordance with the treatment of programs
that are distance learning and programs that
are less than half-time.

‘“(2) Under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall provide such amounts of educational
assistance to a covered individual for each of
the following:

‘““(A) A high technology program of edu-
cation.

‘“(B) A second such program if—

‘(i) the second such program begins at
least 18 months after the covered individual
graduates from the first such program; and

‘(ii) the covered individual uses edu-
cational assistance under chapter 33 of this
title to pursue the second such program.

“(3) No covered individual may receive a
housing stipend under this subsection for
any month if such individual is in receipt of
a housing stipend under chapter 33 of this
title for that month.

‘(c) CoNTRACTS.—(1) For purposes of car-
rying out subsection (a), the Secretary shall
seek to enter into contracts with any num-
ber of qualified providers of high technology
programs of education for the provision of
such programs to covered individuals. Each
such contract shall provide for the condi-
tions under which the Secretary may termi-
nate the contract with the provider and the
procedures for providing for the graduation
of students who were enrolled in a program
provided by such provider in the case of such
a termination.

“(2) A contract under this subsection shall
provide that the Secretary shall pay to a
provider—

“‘(A) upon the enrollment of a covered indi-
vidual in the program, 25 percent of the cost
of the tuition and other fees for the program
of education for the individual;

‘(B) upon graduation of the individual
from the program, 25 percent of such cost;
and

““(C) 50 percent of such cost upon—

‘‘(i) the successful employment of the cov-
ered individual for a period—

““(I) of 180 days in the field of study of the
program; and

“(IT) that begins not later than 180 days
following graduation of the covered indi-
vidual from the program;

‘(i) the employment of the individual by
the provider for a period of one year; or

‘‘(iii) the enrollment of the individual in a
program of education to continue education
in such field of study.

‘“(3) For purposes of this section, a provider
of a high technology program of education is
qualified if—
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‘““(A) the provider employs instructors
whom the Secretary determines are experts
in their respective fields in accordance with
paragraph (5);

“(B) the provider has successfully provided
the high technology program for at least one
year;

‘“(C) the provider does not charge tuition
and fees to a covered individual who receives
assistance under this section to pursue such
program that are higher than the tuition and
fees charged by such provider to another in-
dividual; and

‘(D) the provider meets the approval cri-
teria developed by the Secretary under para-
graph (4).

‘“(4)(A) The Secretary shall prescribe cri-
teria for approving providers of a high tech-
nology program of education under this sec-
tion.

‘“(B) In developing such criteria, the Sec-
retary may consult with State approving
agencies.

‘“(C) Such criteria are not required to meet
the requirements of section 3672 of this title.

‘(D) Such criteria shall include the job
placement rate, in the field of study of a pro-
gram of education, of covered individuals
who complete such program of education.

‘“(6) The Secretary shall determine wheth-
er instructors are experts under paragraph
(3)(A) based on evidence furnished to the
Secretary by the provider regarding the abil-
ity of the instructors to—

‘“(A) identify professions in need of new
employees to hire, tailor the programs to
meet market needs, and identify the employ-
ers likely to hire graduates;

‘“(B) effectively teach the skills offered to
covered individuals;

“(C) provide relevant industry experience
in the fields of programs offered to incoming
covered individuals; and

‘(D) demonstrate relevant industry experi-
ence in such fields of programs.

‘“(6) In entering into contracts under this
subsection, the Secretary shall give pref-
erence to a provider of a high technology
program of education—

‘“(A) from which at least 70 percent of grad-
uates find full-time employment in the field
of study of the program during the 180-day
period beginning on the date the student
graduates from the program; or

“(B) that offers tuition reimbursement for
any student who graduates from such a pro-
gram and does not find employment de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

“(d) EFFECT ON OTHER ENTITLEMENT.—(1) If
a covered individual enrolled in a high tech-
nology program of education under this sec-
tion has remaining entitlement to edu-
cational assistance under chapter 30, 32, 33,
34, or 35 of this title, such entitlement shall
be charged at the rate of one month of such
entitlement for each month of educational
assistance provided under this section.

‘“(2) If a covered individual enrolled in a
high technology program of education under
this section does not have remaining entitle-
ment to educational assistance under chap-
ter 30, 32, 33, 34, or 35 of this title, any edu-
cational assistance provided to such indi-
vidual under this section shall be provided in
addition to the entitlement that the indi-
vidual has used.

‘“(3) The Secretary may not consider en-
rollment in a high technology program of
education under this section to be assistance
under a provision of law referred to in sec-
tion 3695 of this title.

““(4)(A) An application for enrollment in a
high technology program of education under
this section shall include notice of the re-
quirements relating to use of entitlement
under paragraphs (1) and (2), including—

‘(i) in the case of the enrollment of an in-
dividual referred to under paragraph (1), the
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amount of entitlement that is typically
charged for such enrollment;

‘“(ii) an identification of any methods that
may be available for minimizing the amount
of entitlement required for such enrollment;
and

‘(iii) an element requiring applicants to
acknowledge receipt of the notice under this
subparagraph.

‘“(B) If the Secretary approves the enroll-
ment of a covered individual in a high tech-
nology program of education under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall deliver electroni-
cally to the individual an award letter that
provides notice of such approval and includes
specific information describing how para-
graphs (1) and (2) will be applied to the indi-
vidual if the individual chooses to enroll in
the program.

‘‘(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTI-
TUTIONS.—(1) The Secretary shall not ap-
prove the enrollment of any covered indi-
vidual, not already enrolled, in any high
technology programs of education under this
section for any period during which the Sec-
retary finds that more than 85 percent of the
students enrolled in the program are having
all or part of their tuition, fees, or other
charges paid to or for them by the edu-
cational institution or by the Department of
Veterans Affairs under this title or under
chapter 1606 or 1607 of title 10, except with
respect to tuition, fees, or other charges that
are paid under a payment plan at an edu-
cational institution that the Secretary de-
termines has a history of offering payment
plans that are completed not later than 180
days after the end of the applicable term,
quarter, or semester.

‘(2) The Secretary may waive a require-
ment of paragraph (1) if the Secretary deter-
mines, pursuant to regulations which the
Secretary shall prescribe, such waiver to be
in the interest of the covered individual and
the Federal Government. Not later than 30
days after the Secretary waives such a re-
quirement, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives a report re-
garding such waiver.

“(3)(A)(1) The Secretary shall establish and
maintain a process by which an educational
institution may request a review of a deter-
mination that the educational institution
does not meet the requirements of paragraph
Q).
‘(ii) The Secretary may consult with a
State approving agency regarding such proc-
ess or such a review.

‘“(iii) Not later than 180 days after the Sec-
retary establishes or revises a process under
this subparagraph, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and House of Representatives a
report regarding such process.

“(B) An educational institution that re-
quests a review under subparagraph (A)—

(i) shall request the review not later than
30 days after the start of the term, quarter,
or semester for which the determination de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) applies; and

‘(i) may include any information that the
educational institution believes the Depart-
ment should have taken into account when
making the determination, including with
respect to any mitigating circumstances.

“(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
section, and annually thereafter until the
termination date specified in subsection (i),
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report on the op-
eration of program under this section during
the year covered by the report. Each such re-
port shall include each of the following:

‘(1) The number of covered individuals en-
rolled in the program, disaggregated by type
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of educational institution, during the year
covered by the report.

‘(2) The number of covered individuals who
completed a high technology program of edu-
cation under the program during the year
covered by the report.

‘(3) The average employment rate of cov-
ered individuals who completed such a pro-
gram of education during such year, as of 180
days after the date of completion.

‘“(4) The average length of time between
the completion of such a program of edu-
cation and employment.

‘(6) The total number of covered individ-
uals who completed a program of education
under the program and who, as of the date of
the submission of the report, are employed
in a position related to technology.

‘“(6) The average salary of a covered indi-
vidual who completed a program of edu-
cation under the program and who is em-
ployed in a position related to technology, in
various geographic areas determined by the
Secretary.

“(7) The average salary of all individuals
employed in positions related to technology
in the geographic areas determined under
subparagraph (F), and the difference, if any,
between such average salary and the average
salary of a covered individual who completed
a program of education under the program
and who is employed in a position related to
technology.

‘(8) The number of covered individuals who
completed a program of education under the
program and who subsequently enrolled in a
second program of education under the pro-
gram.

‘(g) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION; CON-
SULTATION.—(1) The Secretary shall develop
practices to use to collect information about
covered individuals and providers of high
technology programs of education.

‘“(2) For the purpose of carrying out pro-
gram under this section, the Secretary may
consult with providers of high technology
programs of education and may establish an
advisory group made up of representatives of
such providers, private employers in the
technology field, and other relevant groups
or entities, as the Secretary determines nec-
essary.

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘covered individual’ means
any of the following:

““(A) A veteran whom the Secretary deter-
mines—

‘(i) served an aggregate of at least 36
months on active duty in the Armed Forces
(including service on active duty in entry
level and skill training) and was discharged
or released therefrom under conditions other
than dishonorable; and

‘‘(ii) has not attained the age of 62.

‘“(B) A member of the Armed Forces that
the Secretary determines will become a vet-
eran described in subparagraph (A) fewer
than 180 days after the date of such deter-
mination.

‘“(2) The term ‘high technology program of
education’ means a program of education—

‘“(A) offered by a public or private edu-
cational institution;

‘(B) if offered by an institution of higher
learning, that is provided directly by such
institution rather than by an entity other
than such institution under a contract or
other agreement;

‘(C) that does not lead to a degree;

‘(D) that has a term of not less than six
and not more than 28 weeks; and

‘“(B) that provides instruction in computer
programming, computer software, media ap-
plication, data processing, or information
sciences.

(i) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may not
provide educational assistance under this
section for a high technology program of
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education that begins after September 30,
2027.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 3699B the following new item:
¢“3699C. High technology program.’’.

(b) EFFECT ON HIGH TECHNOLOGY PILOT
PROGRAM.—Section 116 of the Harry W.
Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C. 3001
note) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (d) to read as
follows:

““(d) HOUSING STIPEND.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall pay to
each eligible veteran (not including an indi-
vidual described in the second sentence of
subsection (b)) who is enrolled in a high
technology program of education under the
pilot program on a full-time or part-time
basis a monthly housing stipend equal to the
product—

“(A) of—

‘(i) in the case of a veteran pursuing resi-
dent training, the monthly amount of the
basic allowance for housing payable under
section 403 of title 37, United States Code, for
a member with dependents in pay grade E-5
residing in the military housing area that
encompasses all or the majority portion of
the ZIP code area in which is located the
campus of the institution where the indi-
vidual physically participates in a majority
of classes; or

‘(i) in the case of a veteran pursuing a
program of education through distance
learning, a monthly amount equal to 50 per-
cent of the national average of the monthly
amount of the basic allowance for housing
payable under section 403 of title 37, United
States Code, for a member with dependents
in pay grade E-5, multiplied by

‘“(B) the lesser of—

‘(1) 1.0; or

‘“(ii) the number of course hours borne by
the individual in pursuit of the program of
education involved, divided by the minimum
number of course hours required for full-time
pursuit of such program of education, round-
ed to the nearest multiple of 10.

‘“(2) BAR TO DUAL ELIGIBILITY.—No covered
individual may receive a housing stipend
under this subsection for any month if such
individual is in receipt of a housing stipend
under chapter 33 of title 38, United States
Code, for that month.”;

(2) in subsection (g), by striking paragraph
(6); and

(3) by striking subsection (h) and inserting
the following new subsection (h):

‘“(h) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may
not, under this section, pay a provider for a
high technology program of education that
begins after September 30, 2024.”.

(¢) APPROVAL OF CERTAIN HIGH TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAMS.—Section 3680A of title 38, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(4) and inserting the following:

‘“(4) Any independent study program ex-
cept—

‘“(A) an independent study program (in-
cluding such a program taken over open cir-
cuit television) that—

‘(i) is accredited by an accrediting agency
or association recognized by the Secretary of
Education under subpart 2 of part H of title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1099b);

“(i1) leads to—

‘“(I) a standard college degree;

‘“(IT) a certificate that reflects educational
attainment offered by an institution of high-
er learning; or

‘“(III) a certificate that reflects graduation
from a course of study offered by—
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‘“‘(aa) an area career and technical edu-
cation school (as defined in subparagraphs
(C) and (D) of section 3(3) of the Carl D. Per-
kins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302(3))) that provides edu-
cation at the postsecondary level; or

‘““(bb) a postsecondary vocational institu-
tion (as defined in section 102(c) of the High-
er Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002(c)))
that provides education at the postsecondary
level; and

‘‘(iii) in the case of a program described in
clause (i1)(ITI)—

““(I) provides training aligned with the re-
quirements of employers in the State or
local area where the program is located,
which may include in-demand industry sec-
tors or occupations;

““(IT) provides a student, upon graduation
from the program, with a recognized postsec-
ondary credential that is recognized by em-
ployers in the relevant industry, which may
include a credential recognized by industry
or sector partnerships in the State or local
area where the industry is located; and

‘“(ITII) meets such content and instructional
standards as may be required to comply with
the criteria under section 3676(c)(14) and (15)
of this title; or

‘(B) an online high technology program of
education (as defined in subsection (h)(2) of
section 3699C of this title)—

‘‘(i) the provider of which has entered into
a contract with the Secretary under sub-
section (c¢) of such section;

‘‘(ii) that has been provided to covered in-
dividuals (as defined in subsection (h)(1) of
such section) under such contract for a pe-
riod of at least five years;

‘“(iii) regarding which the Secretary has
determined that the average employment
rate of covered individuals who graduated
from such program of education is 65 percent
or higher for the year preceding such deter-
mination; and

“(iv) that satisfies the requirements of
subsection (e) of such section.’’; and

(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(8) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to the
enrollment of a veteran in an online high
technology program described in subsection
(a)(4)(B).”.

SEC. 213. NOTICE OF CHANGES TO DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICIES
AND GUIDANCE AFFECTING THE
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS OF THE DEPARTMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IIT of chapter
36 of title 38, United States Code, as amended
by sections 210 and 212, is further amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“§3699D. Notice of changes to policies and
guidance relating to educational assistance
programs

“In the case of any change to any policy or
guidance provided by the Secretary that re-
lates to any educational assistance program
of the Department, the Secretary may not
implement the change before the date that is
90 days after the date on which the Secretary
makes available to students, educational in-
stitutions, and the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives notice of, and justification for,
the change.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 3699B the following new item:

¢3699D. Notice of changes to policies and
guidance relating to edu-
cational assistance programs.’’.



December 16, 2024

SEC. 214. PAYMENT OF VA EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE VIA ELECTRONIC FUND
TRANSFER TO A FOREIGN INSTITU-
TION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall update the payment sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs to
allow for electronic fund transfer of edu-
cational assistance, administered by the Sec-
retary, to a foreign institution of higher edu-
cation that—

(1) provides an approved course of edu-
cation to an eligible recipient of such assist-
ance; and

(2) does not have—

(A) an employer identification number; or

(B) an account with a domestic bank.

SEC. 215. IMPROVING TRANSPARENCY AND AC-
COUNTABILITY OF EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF
VETERANS EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE.

(a) REQUIREMENT RELATING TO G.I. BILL
COMPARISON TOOL.—

(1) REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN TOOL.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall maintain
the G.I. Bill Comparison Tool that was es-
tablished pursuant to Executive Order 13607
(77 Fed. Reg. 25861; relating to establishing
principles of excellence for educational insti-
tutions serving service members, veterans,
spouses, and other family members) and in
effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of this Act, or a successor tool, to pro-
vide relevant and timely information about
programs of education approved under chap-
ter 36 of title 38, United States Code, and the
educational institutions that offer such pro-
grams.

(2) DATA RETENTION.—The Secretary shall
ensure that historical data that is reported
via the tool maintained under paragraph (1)
remains easily and prominently accessible
on the benefits.va.gov website, or a successor
website, for a period of not less than six
years from the date of initial publication.

(b) PROVIDING TIMELY AND RELEVANT EDU-
CATION INFORMATION TO VETERANS, MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES, AND OTHER INDIVID-
UALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Education,
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, shall
make such changes to the tool maintained
under subsection (a) as the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines appropriate to en-
sure that such tool is an effective and effi-
cient method for providing information pur-
suant to section 3698(b)(5) of title 38, United
States Code.

(2) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING RE-
QUIRED.—Not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall seek to enter
into a memorandum of understanding with
the Secretary of Education and the heads
other relevant Federal agencies, as the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs determines appro-
priate, to obtain information on outcomes
with respect to individuals who are entitled
to educational assistance under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs and who are attending educational in-
stitutions. Such memorandum of under-
standing may include data sharing or com-
puter matching agreements.

(3) MODIFICATION OF SCOPE OF COMPREHEN-
SIVE POLICY ON PROVIDING EDUCATION INFOR-
MATION.—Section 3698 of title 38, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘veterans
and members of the Armed Forces’ and in-
serting ‘‘individuals entitled to educational
assistance under laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs’’; and
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(B) in subsection (b)(5)—

(i) by striking ‘‘veterans and members of
the Armed Forces” and inserting ‘‘individ-
uals described in subsection (a)”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘the veteran or member’’
and inserting ‘‘the individual’’.

(4) G.I. BILL COMPARISON TOOL REQUIRED
DISCLOSURES.—Paragraph (1) of subsection (c)
of such section is amended—

(A) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following:

“(B) for each individual described in sub-
section (a) seeking information provided
under subsection (b)(5), the name of each
Federal student aid program, and a descrip-
tion of each such program, from which the
individual may receive educational assist-
ance; and’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and a defini-
tion of each type of institution’ before the
semicolon;

(ii) in clause (iv), by inserting ‘‘and if so,
which programs’’ before the semicolon;

(iii) by striking clause (v) and inserting the
following:

‘(v) the average annual cost and the total
cost to earn an associate’s degree and a
bachelor’s degree, with available cost infor-
mation on any other degree or credential the
institution awards;’’;

(iv) in clause (vi), by inserting before the
semicolon the following: ‘‘disaggregated by—

‘“(I) the type of beneficiary of educational
assistance;

‘“(IT) individuals who received a credential
and individuals who did not; and

‘(III) individuals using educational assist-
ance under laws administered by the Sec-
retary and individuals who are not;”’;

(v) in clause (xiv), by striking ‘‘and’ at the
end;

(vi) in clause (xv), by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(vii) by adding at the end the following
new clauses:

‘(xvi) the number of veterans or members
who completed covered education at the in-
stitution leading to—

“(I) a degree, disaggregated by type of pro-
gram, including—

‘‘(aa) an associate degree;

‘“(bb) a bachelor’s degree; and

‘‘(cc) a postbaccalaureate degree; and

‘“(IT) a certificate or professional license,
disaggregated by type of certificate or pro-
fessional license;

‘“(xvii) programs available and the average
time for completion of each program;

‘“(xviii) employment rate and median in-
come of graduates of the institution in gen-
eral two and five years after graduation,
disaggregated by—

‘“(I) specific program; and

“(IT) individuals using educational assist-
ance under laws administered by the Sec-
retary and individuals who are not; and

‘(xix) the number of individuals using edu-
cational assistance under laws administered
by the Secretary who are enrolled in the
both the institution and specific program per
year.”.

(5) CLARITY AND ANONYMITY OF INFORMATION
PROVIDED.—Paragraph (2) of such subsection
is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘“(A)”’ before ‘“To the ex-
tent”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) The Secretary shall ensure that infor-
mation provided pursuant to subsection
(b)(5) is provided in a manner that is easy
for, and accessible to, individuals described
in subsection (a).

“(C) In providing information pursuant to
subsection (b)(5), the Secretary shall main-
tain the anonymity of individuals described
in subsection (a) and, to the extent that a
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portion of any data would undermine such

anonymity, ensure that such data is not
made available pursuant to such sub-
section.”.

(¢c) IMPROVEMENTS FOR STUDENT FEED-
BACK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b)(2) of such
section is amended—

(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

‘“(A) provides institutions of higher learn-
ing—

‘(i) up to 30 days to review and respond to
feedback from individuals described in sub-
section (a) and address issues regarding the
feedback before the feedback is published;
and

“(ii) if an institution of higher learning
contests the accuracy of the feedback, the
opportunity to challenge the inclusion of
such data with an official appointed by the
Secretary;’’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘that
conforms with criteria for relevancy that the
Secretary shall determine.”” and inserting
and responses from institutions of higher
learning to such feedback, that conform with
criteria for relevancy that the Secretary
shall determine;”’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘(D) for each institution of higher learning
that is approved under this chapter, retains,
maintains, and publishes all of such feedback
for not less than six years; and

‘““(E) is easily accessible to individuals de-
scribed in subsection (a) and to the general
public.”.

(2) ACCESSIBILITY FROM G.I. BILL COMPARI-
SON TOOL.—The Secretary shall ensure that—

(A) the feedback tracked and published
under subsection (b)(2) of such section, as
amended by paragraph (1), is prominently
displayed in the tool maintained under sub-
section (a) of this section; and

(B) when such tool displays information for
an institution of higher learning, the appli-
cable feedback is also displayed for such in-
stitution of higher learning.

(d) TRAINING FOR PROVISION OF EDUCATION
COUNSELING SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall ensure that personnel
employed by the Department of Veteran Af-
fairs, or a contractor of the Department, to
provide education benefits counseling, voca-
tional or transition assistance, or similar
functions, including employees or contrac-
tors of the Department who provide such
counseling or assistance as part of the Tran-
sition Assistance Program, are trained on
how—

(A) to use properly the tool maintained
under subsection (a); and

(B) to provide appropriate educational
counseling services to individuals described
in section 3698(a) of such title, as amended
by subsection (b)(3)(A).

(2) TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘Transi-
tion Assistance Program’ means the pro-
gram of counseling, information, and serv-
ices under section 1142 of title 10, United
States Code.

Subtitle B—Employment and Training
SEC. 221. IMPROVEMENTS TO REEMPLOYMENT
RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) USERRA PURPOSES.—Section 4301(a)(1)
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘encourage noncareer service in the
uniformed services’ and inserting ‘‘encour-
age service in the uniformed services’.

(b) PROHIBITION OF RETALIATION.—Sub-
section (b) of section 4311 of title 38, United
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States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘or
other retaliatory action’ after ‘‘employment
action”.

(c) EXPANSION OF INJUNCTIVE RELIEF.—Sub-
section (e) of section 4323 of such title is
amended—

(1) by striking “The court shall use’” and
inserting ‘(1) The court shall use’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘“(2) A person bringing an action to enforce
a provision of this chapter pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall be entitled to an injunction
under paragraph (1) if such person dem-
onstrates—

‘“(A) a violation—

‘“(i) of the provisions of this chapter; or

‘“(ii) of the provisions of this chapter is
threatened or is imminent;

‘(B) the harm to the person outweighs the
injury to the employer;

“(C) a likelihood of success on the merits
of such action; and

‘(D) awarding such relief is in the public
interest.

‘(3) The court may not deny a motion for
injunctive relief on the basis that a party
bringing an action to enforce a provision of
this chapter may be awarded wages unearned
due to an unlawful termination or denial of
employment at the conclusion of such ac-
tion.”.

(d) DAMAGES AGAINST A STATE OR PRIVATE
EMPLOYER.—Section 4323 of such title is fur-
ther amended, in paragraph (1) of subsection
(d), by striking subparagraph (C) and insert-
ing the following new subparagraphs:

¢“(C) The court may require the employer
to pay the person the amount referred to in
subparagraph (B) and interest on such
amount, calculated at a rate of 3 percent per
year.

‘(D) The court may require the employer
to pay the person the greater of $50,000 or the
amount equal to the amounts referred to in
subparagraphs (B) and (C) as liquidated dam-
ages, if the court determines that the em-
ployer knowingly failed to comply with the
provisions of this chapter.”.

(e) MANDATORY ATTORNEY FEES AWARD IN
SUCCESSFUL ACTIONS FOR REEMPLOYMENT.—

(1) MSPB ACTIONS.—Paragraph (4) of sub-
section (c) of section 4324 of such title is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘may, in its discretion,”
and inserting ‘‘shall’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
sentence: ‘“The Board may, in its discretion,
award reasonable attorney fees in a case set-
tled before the issuance of an order if the
person can demonstrate that significant at-
torney fees were incurred and that justice re-
quires such an award.”.

(2) FEDERAL CIRCUIT ACTIONS.—Subsection
(d) of such section is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

*“(3) In such Federal Circuit proceeding, the
court shall award such person reasonable at-
torney fees, expert witness fees, and other
litigation expenses if such person—

‘“(A) prevails in such Federal Circuit pro-
ceeding; and

‘(B) is not represented by the Special
Counsel in such Federal Circuit pro-
ceeding.”.

(3) ACTIONS AGAINST A STATE OR PRIVATE
EMPLOYER.—Paragraph (2) of section 4323(h)
of such title is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(2)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (a)(3)’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘the court may award any
such person who prevails in such action or
proceeding reasonable attorney fees’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the court shall award any such per-
son who prevails in such action or pro-
ceeding reasonable attorney fees’’.

(f) GAO REVIEW AND REPORT ON USERRA.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall review the methods
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through which the Secretary of Labor, act-
ing through the Veterans’ Employment and
Training Service, processes actions for relief
under chapter 43 of title 38, United States
Code.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report that includes—

(A) the findings of the review required
under paragraph (1);

(B) an identification of the number of ac-
tions for relief under chapter 43 of title 38,
United States Code, initiated during the pe-
riod covered by the report, disaggregated by
size of employer and geographic region;

(C) an identification of the number of such
actions for relief that were erroneously dis-
missed, as determined by the Comptroller
General;

(D) an identification of the number of such
actions for relief that were referred to the
Department of Justice; and

(E) an assessment of trends, if any, in such
actions for relief initiated during such pe-
riod.

(g) GAO REVIEW OF PROTECTIONS FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE UNIFORMED SERVICES BY FED-
ERAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the processes
and procedures adopted and used by the in-
telligence community to provide the protec-
tions for members of the uniformed services
otherwise established under chapter 43 of
title 38, United States Code.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and Senate, the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence of the House of
Representatives, and the Select Committee
on Intelligence of the Senate.

(B) The term ‘‘intelligence community’’
has the meaning given such term in section
3(4) of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3003(4)).

SEC. 222. REVIEW OF INVESTIGATIONS MANUAL
OF VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and once every two years thereafter for the
period of five years beginning on such date,
the Secretary of Labor, shall review the
manual of the Department of Labor titled
‘“Veterans’ Employment and Training Serv-
ice Investigations Manual: USERRA, VEOA,
and VP (or a successor manual) and make
such revisions to such manual as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
any date on which the Secretary completes a
review required under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate—

(1) a report that includes a description of
any revision to such manual made pursuant
to such review; and

(2) a copy of the entire such manual
which—

(A) shall be provided to the Chairman and
Ranking Member of each such committee;
and

(B) may contain a separate addendum for
portions of the manual that contain law en-
forcement sensitive materials.

SEC. 223. WARRIOR TRAINING ADVANCEMENT
COURSE.
(a) REPORTS REQUIRED.—
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(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than six
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a report on WARTAC.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—One year after the
submission of the report required under
paragraph (1) and annually thereafter, the
Secretary shall submit to such Committees a
report that contains the elements under
paragraphs (1) and (3) of subsection (b) with
regards to the preceding year.

(3) ELEMENTS.—Except as provided in sub-
section (a)(2), the reports under this sub-
section shall include the following elements:

(A) BEST PRACTICES.—With regards to best
practices of WARTAC—

(i) how many covered members have ap-
plied to participate in WARTAC;

(ii) how many covered members have par-
ticipated in WARTAC;

(iii) how the Secretary provides training to
covered members during TAP;

(iv) how many covered members have com-
pleted WARTAC; and

(v) any other information the Secretary
determines appropriate.

(B) COST SAVINGS.—With regards to cost
savings of WARTAC—

(i) how much money the Secretary deter-
mines WARTAC saves the United States
each fiscal year;

(ii) how much money the Secretary deter-
mines WARTAC has saved the United States
since its establishment; and

(iii) the determination of the Secretary
whether other Federal agencies may save
money by establishing a program similar to
WARTAC.

(C) HIRING.—With regards to hiring covered
members who complete WARTAC—

(i) how the Secretary identifies positions
in the Department of Veterans Affairs for
which such covered members may qualify;

(ii) the grades of such positions on the
General Schedule under section 5332 of title
5, United States Code; and

(iii) how many such covered members the
Secretary has hired to such positions.

(4) DISTRIBUTION.—Not later than 30 days
after submitting the report under paragraph
(1), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
transmit a copy of such report to the head of
each Federal agency.

(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘covered member’ means
members of the Armed Forces participating
in TAP.

(B) The term “TAP” means the Transition
Assistance Program under sections 1142 and
1144 of title 10, United States Code.

(C) The term “WARTAC” means the War-
rior Training Advancement Course of the
Veterans Benefit Administration, in which
the Secretary provides training to covered
members so such covered members may
qualify for certain employment in the Vet-
erans Benefit Administration.

(b) BEST PRACTICES FOR OTHER DEPART-
MENTS.—The Assistant Secretary of Labor
for Veterans’ Employment and Training
shall, in consultation with the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, establish guidelines con-
taining best practices for departments and
agencies of the Federal Government that
carry out programs to employ veterans who
are transitioning from service in the Armed
Forces. Such guidelines shall include the
findings of the initial report required under
subsection (a)(1).

(¢) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the
Interior shall, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Labor and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, establish a pilot program to
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proactively inform veterans of available em-
ployment positions that relate to the con-
servation and resource management activi-
ties of the Department of the Interior.
(2) POSITIONS.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall—
(A) identify vacant positions in the Depart-
ment of the Interior that are appropriate to
fill using the pilot program; and
(B) to the maximum extent practicable,
provide assistance to veterans in selecting
one or more vacant positions to apply to, for
which that veteran may be best qualified.
(3) REPORTS.—
(A) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later
than one year after the date on which the
pilot program under paragraph (1) com-
mences, the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and the Sec-
retary of Labor shall jointly provide to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the implementation of the pilot pro-
gram.
(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the pilot program
under paragraph (1) terminates under para-
graph (4), the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and the Sec-
retary of Labor shall jointly submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the pilot program that includes the
following:
(i) The number of veterans who applied to
participate in the pilot program.
(ii) The number of such veterans employed
under the pilot program.
(iii) The number of veterans identified in
clause (ii) who transitioned to full-time posi-
tions with the Federal Government after
participating in the pilot program.
(iv) Any other information the Secretary
of the Interior, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, and the Secretary of Labor determine
appropriate with respect to measuring the
effectiveness of the pilot program.
(4) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry
out the pilot program under this subsection
shall terminate on the date that is two years
after the date on which the pilot program
commences.
(5) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—
(A) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate; and
(B) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives.
(d) OUTDOOR RECREATION PROGRAM ATTEND-
ANCE.—The Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture are encouraged to
work with the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure
members of the Armed Forces and veterans
have access to outdoor recreation and out-
door-related volunteer and wellness pro-
grams as part of the basic services provided
to such members and veterans.
Subtitle C—Home Loans

SEC. 231. IMPROVEMENTS TO PROGRAM FOR DI-
RECT HOUSING LOANS MADE TO NA-
TIVE AMERICAN VETERANS BY THE
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITIES AND REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) DIRECT HOUSING LOANS TO NATIVE AMER-
ICAN VETERANS.—Section 3762(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(a) The Secretary may make a direct
housing loan to a Native American veteran
under this subchapter if the Secretary en-
sures the following:

‘(1) That each Native American veteran to
whom the Secretary makes a direct housing
loan under this subchapter—
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‘“(A) holds, possesses, or purchases using
the proceeds of the loan a meaningful inter-
est in a lot or dwelling (or both) that is lo-
cated on trust land; and

‘(B) will purchase, construct, or improve
(as the case may be) a dwelling on the lot
using the proceeds of the loan.

‘“(2) That each such Native American vet-
eran will convey to the Secretary by an ap-
propriate instrument the interest referred to
in paragraph (1)(A) as security for a direct
housing loan under this subchapter.

‘(3) That the Secretary, including the Sec-
retary’s employees or agents, may enter
upon the trust land for the purposes of car-
rying out such actions as the Secretary de-
termines are necessary, including—

‘“(A) to evaluate the advisability of the
loan;

‘(B) to monitor any purchase, construc-
tion, or improvements carried out using the
proceeds of the loan; and

‘“(C) to manage any servicing or post-fore-
closure activities, including acquisition,
property inspections, and property manage-
ment.

‘“(4) That there are established standards
and procedures that apply to the foreclosure
of the interest conveyed by a Native Amer-
ican veteran pursuant to paragraph (2), in-
cluding—

‘“(A) procedures for foreclosing the inter-
est; and

“(B) procedures for the resale of the lot or
dwelling (or both) purchased, constructed, or
improved using the proceeds of the loan.

‘() That the loan is made in a responsible
and prudent manner, subject to standards
and procedures as are necessary for the rea-
sonable protection of the financial interests
of the United States.”.

(2) MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING,
AGREEMENTS, AND DETERMINATIONS.—Section
3762(b) of such title is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“(b)(1) To carry out the purpose of sub-
section (a), the Secretary may—

‘““(A) enter into a memorandum of under-
standing with a tribal organization, other
entity, or individual;

‘“(B) rely on agreements or determinations
of other Federal agencies to guarantee, in-
sure, or make loans on trust land; and

‘“(C) enter into other agreements or take
such other actions as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary.

‘“(2) If the Secretary determines that the
requirements under subsection (a) are not
being enforced by a tribal organization,
other entity, or individual that is a party to
any memorandum of understanding, agree-
ment, or determination described in para-
graph (1), the Secretary may cease making
new direct housing loans to Native American
veterans under this subchapter within the
area of the authority of the tribal organiza-
tion, other entity, or individual (as the case
may be).”.

(b) DIRECT LOANS TO NATIVE AMERICAN
VETERANS TO REFINANCE EXISTING MORTGAGE
LoANs.—Section 3762(h) of such title is
amended to read as follows:

“(h) The Secretary may make direct loans
to Native American veterans in order to en-
able such veterans to refinance existing
mortgage loans for any of the following pur-
poses:

‘(1) To refinance an existing loan made
under this section, if the loan—

‘“(A) meets the requirements set forth in
subparagraphs (B), (C), and (E) of paragraph
(1) of section 3710(e) of this title;

‘“(B) will bear an interest rate at least one
percentage point less than the interest rate
borne by the loan being refinanced; and

‘“(C) complies with paragraphs (2) and (3) of
section 3710(e) of this title, except that for
the purposes of this subsection the reference
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to subsection (a)(8) of section 3710 of this
title in such paragraphs (2) and (3) shall be
deemed to be a reference to this subsection.

‘“(2) To refinance an existing mortgage
loan not made under this section on a dwell-
ing owned and occupied by the veteran as the
veteran’s home, if all of the following re-
quirements are met:

‘“(A) The loan will be secured by the same
dwelling as was the loan being refinanced.

‘“(B) The loan will provide the veteran with
a net tangible benefit.

‘(C) The nature and condition of the prop-
erty is such as to be suitable for dwelling
purposes.

‘(D) The amount of the loan does not ex-
ceed either of the following:

‘(i) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling, with such reasonable value de-
termined under the procedures established
by the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘(i) An amount equal to the sum of the
balance of the loan being refinanced and
such closing costs (including any discount
points) as may be authorized by the Sec-
retary to be included in the loan.

‘““(E) Notwithstanding subparagraph (D), if
a loan is made for both the purpose of this
paragraph and to make energy efficiency im-
provements, the loan must not exceed either
of the following:

‘(i) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling as improved for energy effi-
ciency, with such reasonable value deter-
mined under the procedures established by
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘‘(ii) The amount referred to under sub-
paragraph (D)(ii), plus the applicable amount
specified under section 3710(d)(2) of this title.

““(F') The loan meets all other requirements
the Secretary may establish under this sub-
chapter.

“(G) The existing mortgage being refi-
nanced is a first lien on the property and se-
cured of record.

““(3) To refinance an existing mortgage
loan to repair, alter, or improve a dwelling
owned by the veteran and occupied by the
veteran as the veteran’s home, if all of the
following requirements are met:

‘“(A) The loan will be secured by the same
dwelling as was the loan being refinanced.

‘(B) The nature and condition of the prop-
erty is such as to be suitable for dwelling
purposes, and the repair, alteration, or im-
provement substantially protects or im-
proves the basic livability or utility of such
property.

‘(C) The amount of the loan, including the
costs of repairs, alterations, and improve-
ments, does not exceed either of the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling as repaired, altered, or im-
proved, with such reasonable value deter-
mined under the procedures established by
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘“(ii) An amount equal to the sum of—

‘“(I) the balance of the loan being refi-
nanced;

‘“(IT) the actual cost of repairs, alterations,
or improvements; and

‘(III) such closing costs (including any dis-
count points) as may be authorized by the
Secretary to be included in the loan.

‘(D) The loan meets all other requirements
the Secretary may establish under this sub-
chapter.

‘“‘(BE) The existing mortgage loan being refi-
nanced is a first lien on the property and se-
cured of record.”’.

(c) EXPANSION OF OUTREACH PROGRAM ON
AVAILABILITY OF DIRECT HOUSING LOANS FOR
NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS.—Section
3762(1)(2) of such title is amended by adding
at the end the following new subparagraph:
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‘(&) Pursuant to subsection (g)(4), assist-
ing Native American veterans in qualifying
for mortgage financing by—

‘(i) partnering with local service pro-
viders, such as tribal organizations, tribally
designated housing entities, Native commu-
nity development financial institutions, and
nonprofit organizations, for conducting out-
reach, homebuyer education, housing coun-
seling, and post-purchase education; and

‘(i) providing other technical assistance
as needed.

‘“‘(H) Attending conferences and conven-
tions conducted by the network of Native
community development financial institu-
tions and other Native American homeown-
ership organizations to provide information
and training to Native community develop-
ment financial institutions about the avail-
ability of the relending program under sec-
tion 3762A of this title.”.

(d) ADEQUATE PERSONNEL.—Section 3762 of
such title is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

(k) The Secretary shall assign a sufficient
number of personnel of the Department dedi-
cated to carrying out the authority of the
Secretary under this subchapter, including
construction and valuation specialists to as-
sist with issues unique to new construction
and renovations on trust land.”.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3765 of such title
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by amending subparagraph (C) to read
as follows:

““(C) is located in the State of Alaska with-
in a region established under section 7(a) of
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1606(a));”’;

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘““(E) is defined by the Secretary of the In-
terior and recognized by the United States as
land over which an Indian Tribe has govern-
mental dominion; or

‘“(F') is on any land that the Secretary de-
termines is provided to Native American vet-
erans because of their status as Native
Americans.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(6) The term ‘community development fi-
nancial institution’ has the meaning given
that term in section 103 of the Community
Development Banking and Financial Institu-
tions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4702).

“(7T) The term ‘Indian Tribe’ means any In-
dian tribe, band, nation, or other organized
group or community, including any Alaska
Native village or regional or village corpora-
tion as defined in or established pursuant to
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), which is recognized as el-
igible for the special programs and services
provided by the United States to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians.

‘(8) The term ‘Native community develop-
ment financial institution’ means any enti-
ty—

‘“(A) that has been certified as a commu-
nity development financial institution by
the Secretary of the Treasury;

‘“(B) that is not less than 51 percent owned
or controlled by Native Americans; and

“(C) for which not less than 51 percent of
the activities of the entity serve Native
Americans.

‘“(9) The term ‘net tangible benefit’ shall
have such meaning as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate, but shall include the refi-
nance of an interim construction loan.

‘(10) The term ‘other technical assistance’
means services to assist a Native American
veteran to navigate the steps necessary for
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securing a mortgage loan on trust land, in-
cluding pre-development activities related to
utilities, identifying appropriate residential
construction services, and obtaining lease
clearances and title status reports from the
applicable tribal organization or the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.

‘“(11) The term ‘tribally designated housing
entity’ has the meaning given that term in
section 4 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).”.

(f) INTEREST RATE REDUCTION FINANCING
LoAN.—Section 3729(b)(4)(F) of such title is
amended by striking ‘“3762(h)’’ and inserting
€3762(h)(1)”.

(g) REGULATIONS.—Section 3761 of such
title is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘“(c) The Secretary shall prescribe such
regulations as may be necessary to carry out
this subchapter.”.

SEC. 232. NATIVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FI-
NANCIAL INSTITUTION RELENDING
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter V of chapter
37 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 3762 the following
new section:

“§3762A. Native community development fi-
nancial institution relending program

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The Secretary may make a
loan to a Native community development fi-
nancial institution for the purpose of allow-
ing the institution to relend loan amounts to
qualified Native American veterans, subject
to the requirements of this section.

‘““(b) STANDARDS.—(1) The Secretary shall
establish standards to be used in evaluating
whether to make a loan to a Native commu-
nity development financial institution under
this section.

‘“(2) In establishing standards under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall ensure that a
Native community development financial in-
stitution—

‘“(A) is able to originate and service loans
for single-family homes;

‘“(B) is able to operate the relending pro-
gram in a manner consistent with the mis-
sion of the Department to serve veterans;
and

‘“(C) uses loan amounts received under this
section only for the purpose of relending, as
described in subsection (c), to Native Amer-
ican veterans.

“(c) RELENDING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) A Na-
tive community development financial insti-
tution that receives a loan under this section
shall use the loan amounts to make loans to
Native American veterans residing on trust
land.

‘(2) A loan to a Native American veteran
made by a Native community development
financial institution under paragraph (1)
shall—

‘“(A) be limited either to the purpose of
purchase, construction, or improvement of a
dwelling located on trust land or to the refi-
nance of an existing mortgage loan for a
dwelling on trust land, consistent with the
requirements of section 3762(h) of this title;
and

‘(B) comply with such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary determines are nec-
essary to protect against predatory lending,
including the interest rate charged on a loan
to a Native American veteran.

‘‘(d) REPAYMENT.—A loan made to a Native
community development financial institu-
tion under this section shall—

‘(1) be payable to the Secretary upon such
terms and conditions as are prescribed in
regulations pursuant to this subchapter; and

‘(2) bear interest at a rate of one percent.

‘‘(e) OVERSIGHT.—Subject to notice and op-
portunity for a hearing, whenever the Sec-
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retary finds with respect to loans made
under subsection (a) or (¢c) that any Native
community development financial institu-
tion has failed to maintain adequate loan ac-
counting records, to demonstrate proper
ability to service loans adequately, or to ex-
ercise proper credit judgment, or that such
Native community development financial in-
stitution has willfully or negligently en-
gaged in practices otherwise detrimental to
the interest of veterans or of the Govern-
ment, the Secretary may take such actions
as the Secretary determines necessary to
protect veterans or the Government, such as
requiring immediate repayment of any loans
made under subsection (a) and the assign-
ment to the Secretary of loans made under
subsection (c).

‘(f) SUNSET.—The Secretary may not make
a loan under this section after September 30,
20217.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 37 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 3762 the following
new item:
¢“3762A. Native community development fi-

nancial institution relending
program.’’.

(c) NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING
LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT.—Section 3763 of
such title is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘(c) Of amounts available in the Account,
the Secretary may use for loans made under
section 3762A of this title—

“(1) in fiscal year 2025, not more than
$5,000,000; and

‘(2) in any fiscal year after fiscal year 2025,
an amount determined necessary by the Sec-
retary to meet the demand for such loans.”.

TITLE III—DISABILITY AND MEMORIAL

AFFAIRS MATTERS
SEC. 301. BURIAL ALLOWANCE FOR CERTAIN
VETERANS WHO DIE AT HOME
WHILE IN RECEIPT OF HOSPICE
CARE FURNISHED BY DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall treat a veteran described
in subsection (b) as a veteran described in
subparagraph (A) of section 2303(a)(2) of title
38, United States Code.

(b) VETERAN DESCRIBED.—A veteran de-
scribed in this subsection is a veteran who
dies in a home or other setting at which the
deceased veteran was, at the time of death,
receiving hospice care pursuant to section
1717(a) of such title if such care was directly
preceded by the Secretary furnishing to the
veteran hospital care or nursing home care
described in clause (ii) of such subparagraph.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY.—This
section shall apply with respect to deaths
that occur—

(1) on or after the date that is 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act;
and

(2) before October 1, 2026.

SEC. 302. AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO AWARD GRANTS
TO STATES AND INDIAN TRIBES TO
IMPROVE OUTREACH TO VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 63 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 6307 and 6308
as sections 6308 and 6309, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 6306 the fol-
lowing new section 6307:

“§6307. Grants to States and Indian Tribes to
improve outreach to veterans

‘“(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this
section to provide for assistance by the Sec-
retary to States and Indian Tribes to carry
out programs that improve covered outreach
and assistance to veterans and the spouses,
children, and parents of veterans, to ensure
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that such individuals are fully informed
about, and assisted in applying for, any vet-
erans and veterans-related benefits and pro-
grams (including veterans programs of a
State or Indian Tribe) for which they may be
eligible and facilitate opportunities for such
individuals to receive competent, qualified
services in the preparation, presentation and
prosecution of veterans benefits claims.

‘““(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
award grants to States and Indian Tribes—

‘(1) to carry out, coordinate, improve, or
otherwise enhance—

‘“(A) covered outreach activities; or

“(B) activities to assist in the development
and submittal of claims for veterans and vet-
erans-related benefits; or

‘“(2) to increase the number of county or
Tribal veterans service officers serving in
the State by hiring new, additional such offi-
cers.

‘‘(c) APPLICATION.—(1) To be eligible for a
grant under this section, a State or Indian
Tribe shall submit to the Secretary an appli-
cation therefor at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the
Secretary may require.

‘“(2) Each application submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) A detailed plan for the use of the
grant.

‘“(B) A description of the programs through
which the State or Indian Tribe will meet
the outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (j).

“(C) A description of how the State or In-
dian Tribe will distribute grant amounts eq-
uitably among counties or Tribal lands with
varying levels of urbanization.

‘(D) A plan for how the grant will be used
to meet the unique needs of American Indian
veterans, Alaska Native veterans, or Native
Hawaiian veterans, elderly veterans, and vet-
erans from other underserved communities.

‘(d) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall
seek to ensure that grants awarded under
this section are equitably distributed among
States and Indian Tribes with varying levels
of urbanization.

‘‘(e) SET-ASIDE.—Of the amounts author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made
available for grants under this section for
any fiscal year, the Secretary shall ensure
that not less than five percent is used to
make grants to Indian Tribes.

<) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall
prioritize awarding grants under this section
that will serve the following areas:

‘(1) Areas with a critical shortage of coun-
ty or Tribal veterans service officers.

‘(2) Areas with high rates of—

“‘(A) suicide among veterans; or

‘(B) referrals to the Veterans Crisis Line.

(g) USE OF COUNTY OR TRIBAL VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICERS.—A State or Indian Tribe
that receives a grant under this section to
carry out an activity described in subsection
(b)(1) shall carry out the activity through—

‘(1) a county or Tribal veterans service of-
ficer of the State; or

‘(2) if the State or Indian Tribe does not
have a county or Tribal veterans service offi-
cer, or if the county or Tribal veterans serv-
ice officers of the State or Indian Tribe cover
only a portion of that State or Indian Tribe,
an appropriate entity of a State, local, or
Tribal government, as determined by the
Secretary.

“(h) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—Any grant
awarded under this section shall be used—

‘(1) to expand existing programs, activi-
ties, and services;

‘“(2) to hire new, additional county or Trib-
al veterans service officers; or

¢“(3) for travel and transportation to facili-
tate carrying out paragraph (1) or (2).

‘(1) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—A grant
under this section may be used to provide
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education and training, including on-the-job
training, for State, county, local, and Tribal
government employees who provide (or when
trained will provide) covered outreach serv-
ices in order for those employees to obtain
accreditation in accordance with procedures
approved by the Secretary.

‘““(j) OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall develop and provide to each
State or Indian Tribe that receives a grant
under this section written guidance on the
following:

“(A) Outcome measures.

‘(B) Policies of the Department.

“(2) In developing outcome measures under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consider
the following goals:

‘“(A) Increasing the use of veterans and
veterans-related benefits, particularly
among vulnerable populations.

‘“(B) Increasing the number of county and
Tribal veterans service officers recognized by
the Secretary for the representation of vet-
erans under chapter 59 of this title.

(k) TRACKING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) With re-
spect to each grant awarded under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall track the use of
veterans and veterans-related benefits
among the population served by the grant,
including the average period of time between
the date on which a veteran applies for such
a benefit and the date on which the veteran
receives the benefit, disaggregated by type of
benefit.

‘(2) Not less frequently than annually dur-
ing the life of the grant program established
under this section, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on—

‘“(A) the information tracked under para-
graph (1);

‘(B) how the grants awarded under this
section serve the unique needs of American
Indian veterans, Alaska Native veterans, or
Native Hawaiian veterans, elderly veterans,
and veterans from other underserved com-
munities; and

‘“(C) other information provided by States
and Indian Tribes pursuant to the grant re-
porting requirements.

‘(1) PERFORMANCE REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall—

‘(1) review the performance of each State
or Indian Tribe that receives a grant under
this section; and

‘(2) make information regarding such per-
formance publicly available.

‘‘(m) REMEDIATION PLAN.—(1) In the case of
a State or Indian Tribe that receives a grant
under this section and does not meet the
outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (j), the Secretary
shall require the State or Indian Tribe to
submit a remediation plan under which the
State shall describe how and when it plans to
meet such outcome measures.

‘(2) The Secretary may not award a subse-
quent grant under this section to a State or
Indian Tribe described in paragraph (1) un-
less the Secretary approves the remediation
plan submitted by the State or Indian Tribe.

‘‘(n) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘county or Tribal veterans
service officer’ includes a local equivalent
veterans service officer.

‘“(2) The term ‘covered outreach’
outreach with respect to—

‘“(A) benefits administered by the Under
Secretary for Benefits; or

‘(B) similar benefits administered by a
State or Indian Tribe.

‘“(3) The term ‘Indian Tribe’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 4 of the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (256 U.S.C. 5304).

‘“(4) The term ‘State’ includes the District
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and any territory or posses-
sion of the United States.
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‘‘(5) The term ‘Veterans Crisis Line’ means
the toll-free hotline for veterans established
under section 1720F (h) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 63 of
such title is amended by striking the items
relating to sections 6307 and 6308 and insert-
ing the following new items:

¢“6307. Grants to States and Indian Tribes to

improve outreach to veterans.
¢“6308. Outreach for eligible dependents.
¢“6309. Biennial report to Congress.” .

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for each of fis-
cal years 2026 and 2027, $10,000,000 to carry
out section 6307 of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 303. DEFINITION OF SURVIVING SPOUSE.

Paragraph (3) of section 101 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(3) The term ‘surviving spouse’ means (ex-
cept for purposes of chapter 19 of this title)
a person who was the spouse of a veteran at
the time of the veteran’s death, and who
lived with the veteran continuously from the
date of marriage to the date of the veteran’s
death (except where there was a separation
which was due to the misconduct of, or pro-
cured by, the veteran without the fault of
the spouse) and who has not remarried.”.
SEC. 304. ENSURING ONLY LICENSED HEALTH

CARE PROFESSIONALS PERFORM
MEDICAL DISABILITY EXAMINA-
TIONS UNDER CERTAIN DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PILOT
PROGRAM.

(a) PROHIBITION ON USE OF CERTAIN HEALTH
CARE PROFESSIONALS.—Section 504(c)(1) of
the Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note)
is amended by inserting ‘‘only