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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 17, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable
MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS to act as
Speaker pro tempore on this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

RECOGNIZING DEDICATED
SERVICE OF RETIRING MEMBERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize the
dedicated service of several of my col-
leagues. Throughout my time in Con-
gress, I have had the opportunity to
work with many great minds on both
sides of the aisle.

A life dedicated to public service
isn’t necessarily easy, but it is essen-

tial to ensuring the continued pros-
perity of our great Nation.

When I first entered Congress, I be-
came friends with classmate Rep-
resentative BILL POSEY, a gentleman
from the great State of Florida. His
leadership on issues like economic
growth, space exploration, and govern-
ment transparency has a lasting im-
pact. As a steadfast advocate for fiscal
responsibility, he has worked tirelessly
to ensure taxpayer dollars are spent
wisely and that the voices of everyday
Americans are heard loud and clear.

We are incredibly grateful for his ef-
forts to champion our space program
and support the innovators who keep
America at the forefront of exploration
and discovery. His work has been in-
strumental in strengthening our lead-
ership in space exploration, a source of
pride for all Floridians and Americans
alike.

As important is the fact that, from
day one, Bill’s wife, Katie, and my
wife, Penny, became best friends. We
wish them both all the best as they
start their next chapter in sunny Flor-
ida, a chapter I am sure will include a
few visits by the Thompsons.

During my first term in Congress, I
had the pleasure of getting to know an-
other classmate, BLAINE LUETKEMEYER
of Missouri. His work on financial re-
form and advocacy for small businesses
has been particularly impactful. He has
championed the entrepreneurs and
hardworking Americans who drive our
economy forward, ensuring that they
have the resources and opportunities to
thrive.

Whether it was standing up for Main
Street or leading efforts to cut nec-
essary red tape, Representative
LUETKEMEYER has always been a cham-
pion of commonsense legislation in
Washington.

Best wishes to Blaine, his wife, Jack-
ie, and all those grandchildren.

In addition to my previously men-
tioned colleagues, I have gotten to

know Representative MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS of Washington. Her leadership is
undeniable.

Representative MCMORRIS RODGERS
has served as both vice chair and chair
of the House Republican Conference
and was the first woman to chair the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Her commitment to energy independ-
ence, innovation, and economic growth
has paved the way for a stronger and
more secure future. Her dedication to
improving access to healthcare, par-
ticularly for those living in rural areas,
has made a real difference in the lives
of countless families.

I also have to say that Cathy has
been a prayer warrior in Washington,
D.C., both in Bible studies and, quite
frankly, even just circling the Capitol
in prayer.

As the 118th Congress comes to a
close, I reflect on my colleagues’ dedi-
cation, hard work, and the positive
changes that they have helped bring
about.

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tives  POSEY, LUETKEMEYER, and
MCMORRIS RODGERS for their years of
public service and commitment to im-
proving our country.

They all will be missed.

————
BIDDING FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to address my colleagues
here on the House floor one last time
and to express my heartfelt gratitude
for what has been the greatest honor of
my lifetime.

Twelve years ago, I was sent here to
Washington to represent the people of
northeastern Pennsylvania, a region
defined by its natural beauty, rich in-
dustrial heritage, and honest, hard-
working residents.
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When I was elected, I vowed to be an
effective legislator, somebody who
would put aside party politics and
work across the aisle to pass legisla-
tion meaningful to the lives not just of
my constituents back home but of all
Americans, and I did that.

In my 12 years here, I have had fully
16 bills, pieces of substantive legisla-
tion passed into law by the past three
Presidents. These are laws that are ac-
tively protecting our Nation’s vet-
erans, preserving our environment, re-
ducing government waste, and helping
government work more efficiently.

I have also worked to restore pas-
senger rail between Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania, and New York City. After more
than 12 years of hard work, we are fi-
nally on the cusp of seeing that come
true, thanks in large part to the pas-
sage of the bipartisan infrastructure
law we passed last Congress.

I seek to give credit to my out-
standing staff, including former mem-
bers of Team Cartwright, who are
amazing people who worked so hard.

To my district staff, former State
Senator John Blake, Bob Morgan, April
Niver, Tammy Aita, Colleen Gerrity,
Jonas Crass, Christa Mecadon, Wendy
Wilson, Lee Anne Pugliese, Len
Namiotka, Tyler McAlpine, Michael
Marsyada, Sabrina McLaughlin, Anne
Lauritzen, and Chris Garza; and to my
staff here in D.C., my formidable Chief

of Staff Hunter Ridgway, Rachel
Cohen, Kaylee Robinson, Jeremy
Marcus, Stephen  Coffey, Samuel

Negatu, Karina Hull, RT Rogers, Laura
Masterton, Lily Fortsch, Aliza
Oppenheim, Daniela Amodei, Anna
Mason, Jacob Feit, and Casey Wilson,
your work has directly touched the
lives of so many in our district and
America.

A thank-you is also in order for the
outstanding staff on the Appropria-
tions Committee who worked for me.
Clerk Bob Bonner and staff members
Shannon McCully, Faye Cobb, Nora
Faye, and Jamie Wise have been so val-
uable to me during my time as chair
and ranking member of the Commerce,
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Subcommittee.

None of my work or success would
have been possible without the
unending support of my family: my
sons, Jack and Matty, and their part-
ners, Dr. Tim DeVita and Dr. Celeste
Pallone; the wonderful support from
the whole family; and my rock, my
North Star, my wonderful wife, attor-
ney Marion Munley Cartwright. I
thank her for letting me go on this 12-
year junket. It has been a real party.

Madam Speaker, this is the United
States Congress. When you make it
here, you have made it to the major
leagues of world politics.

I have seen it all here in 12 years. I
have seen stupendous skullduggery and
treachery, and I have observed Olym-
pic-caliber 1levels of obsequiousness,
but I have also served with the best
people I have ever met in my life.

These are people whom you look up
to, people whom you admire, and men
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and women whom you would do any-
thing for. Your only regret is that you
didn’t know them your entire life. It
has been my honor to serve alongside
them.

In the darkling predawn light of a
spring day in May 1775, when Ethan
Allen attacked the British garrison at
Fort Ticonderoga at the beginning of
the American Revolution, he demanded
that the British surrender the fort in
the name of the great God Jehovah and
the Continental Congress.

I am here to say that I have gotten to
know the latter. It has been my honor
to serve in the latter and to get to
know the latter, and now I am off in
search of the former.

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF FORMER CONGRESSMAN JIM
LEACH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair
recognizes the gentlewoman from Iowa
(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life and serv-
ice of former Congressman Jim Leach,
who recently passed away.

Jim Leach represented southeast
Iowa in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives from 1977 to 2013, the district I
now represent, leaving an indelible
mark on our State and Nation.

As chairman of the House Financial
Services Committee, he played a key
role in shaping financial regulations
that promoted stability and competi-
tion.

Known for his integrity and civility,
Jim worked across the aisle to build
bridges and promote bipartisan solu-
tions. He was also a principled leader,
notably voting against the Iraq war,
reflecting his commitment to thought-
ful, measured foreign policy.

Jim’s legacy of public service,
grounded in his deep love for Iowa and
his country, continues to inspire. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and all who had the privilege of
working alongside him.

RECOGNIZING PLEASANT VALLEY SPARTAN

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL TEAM

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the Pleasant
Valley Spartan girls’ volleyball team
for their 2024 State volleyball cham-
pionship. This valiant effort, spurred
on by Coach Amber Hall and team cap-
tain Isabelle Kremer, led to the Spar-
tans winning their second State title in
4 years. They finished the season with
an astonishing 35-2 record.

This culture of excellence established
in Pleasant Valley will serve as a
springboard for these young women,
compelling them to strive for that
same excellence in their professional
lives. The leadership imbued in them
will shine through in all aspects of life.

The Pleasant Valley all-in mentality,
which pushes students and teachers to
give 100 percent effort in athletics and
academics, was established in 2016 and
has been a cornerstone of accomplish-
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ment ever since. The goal of this ral-
lying cry is to instill a growth mindset
that encourages everyone to learn to-
gether and push each other to always
give their best.

Congratulations to the Pleasant Val-
ley girls’ volleyball team, which made
us all proud.

HOLDING PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS
ACCOUNTABLE

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in strong support of Presi-
dent Trump’s call to hold pharmacy
benefit managers accountable for their
role in driving up prescription drug
prices.

Currently, six PBMs control over 90
percent of the U.S. prescription drug
market, and they are destroying inde-
pendent pharmacies, especially in rural
areas like Iowa. In fact, 25 independent
pharmacies have closed in Iowa this
year alone.

The first legislation I passed on PBM
reform and transparency was as a
State senator in 2019.

PBMs use tactics like spread pricing,
where they charge insurers more than
they reimburse pharmacies, and they
pocket the difference. As a result, PBM
profits have increased over 300 percent,
while prescription drug prices have
surged nearly 40 percent, far outpacing
inflation.

That is why I introduced the DRUG
Act, bipartisan legislation that bans
spread pricing, patient steering, and
other harmful PBM practices.

It is time for transparency and fair-
ness in our healthcare system. Let’s
get started on President Trump’s agen-
da and pass PBM reform now.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO PEOPLE OF IOWA

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
as Christmas approaches, I want to
take a moment to wish the people of
Iowa a very merry Christmas. This is a
time of year to reflect on the blessings
we have received, to show gratitude for
our loved ones, and to embrace the
spirit of giving.

For me, Christmas is especially
meaningful because it is a time to slow
down and spend quality time with my
family and friends and to deliver my
well-known cinnamon rolls. In our
busy lives, these moments together are
precious, and I am so grateful for the
opportunity to share them with those I
love most.

Iowa is a place where community and
family are at the heart of everything
we do. As we celebrate this season, I
encourage everyone to share these con-
nections and spread kindness to those
around you.

To my fellow Iowans, may your
homes be filled with love, joy, and
peace this Christmas. I am truly grate-
ful for each of you. Merry Christmas
and happy new year.

WARM WISHES DURING HANUKKAH

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
as Hanukkah begins, I want to wish the
Jewish community in Iowa and across
the country a happy and meaningful
holiday.
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Hanukkah is a time to celebrate
light, tradition, and the strength of
family and faith.

This season, as families gather to
light the menorah and share their
meals, I hope they find moments of
peace, joy, and reflection. Hanukkah
reminds us that even in challenging
times, we can always find hope and
light.

To all those who are celebrating, I
send my warmest wishes for a wonder-
ful Hanukkah filled with love and hap-
piness. May your homes be filled with
warmth, and may this season bring you
closer to those you cherish most.

Happy Hanukkah.

O 1015
CONGRATULATING IOWA LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
CHRIS COURNOYER

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I wish to recognize my good friend, who
I served with in the State senate, Sen-
ator Chris Cournoyer, for being named
the Lieutenant Governor under Gov-
ernor Reynolds. Once again, Iowa is
trailblazing with this Lieutenant Gov-
ernor selection.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Senator
Cournoyer.

————
FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Delaware (Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER) for 5
minutes.

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to address this
body for my final time as the sole Rep-
resentative from the great and first
State of Delaware.

I remember how I felt back in 1988
standing on the steps of the Capitol as
an intern with our then-Congressman
Tom Carper. From intern to case-
worker, cabinet member, colleague,
and now his successor, building on his
incredible legacy fills me with great
pride.

I thank Senator CARPER for every-
thing he has done.

I also remember how I felt as I
walked into this room as Delaware’s
Congresswoman, humbled, honored,
and hopeful because, to borrow the
words of the musical ‘‘Hamilton,”’ this
is “The Room Where It Happens.”

It is where legislators have convened
to debate ideas and uphold ideals. It is
where we have heard legendary speech-
es from Presidents, world leaders, and
influential past and present Members
of this body.

It is where Jeannette Rankin became
the first woman Member of Congress,
only after the House’s monthlong de-
bate on whether a woman was fit for
the job. It is also where I got to serve
with luminaries like John Lewis.

It is also where landmark legislation
was passed, from the Civil Rights Act,
to the Affordable Care Act, to the bi-
partisan infrastructure law. This is the
room where we, the people, have forged
America’s future.

The first time the House of Rep-
resentatives used this room was on De-
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cember 16, 1857, 167 years ago, almost
to this very day. It was also the year
the Supreme Court ruled that Black
Americans were not citizens under the
law.

I stand here 167 years later, the first
woman and Black person elected to
Congress from Delaware, on the shoul-
ders of our ancestors, delivering my
final speech before being sworn in as a
United States Senator.

My journey represents the promise
and potential of America. When I de-
cided to run for Congress, it was after
the unexpected death of my husband,
my love, Charles Rochester. His death
shook me to the core, but then I ran
into a father in front of me in the gro-
cery store, who had to put back grapes
because they were $9. In that moment,
I realized I was still alive, and I had
more to give.

I ran for office, having never run for
anything in my life, and our small but
mighty State made history in 2016 and
sent me here, to the room where it hap-
pens, to deliver for Delaware.

It is their voices, their stories, and
their concerns that have informed my
work each and every day, from advo-
cating for a strong farm bill, to pro-
tecting our coastal communities, to
supporting the Dover Air Force Base
and the Port of Wilmington, to bring-
ing clean drinking water to commu-
nities like Ellendale, and to fighting
for small businesses hit hard by a pan-
demic and broken supply chains.

I worked across the aisle. We passed
bipartisan legislation to help support
families, strengthen our communities,
lower costs, and protect our national
security.

However, not every day in this room
has been filled with progress. People al-
most always ask me what my worst
day as a Member of Congress was. In-
delibly etched in my mind is that spot
in the gallery where I was trapped on
January 6, a day when insurrectionists
attacked this temple of democracy,
and I prayed for love over hate and
hope over fear.

As terrible as that day was, it was
also one of my proudest moments be-
cause we came back into this Chamber,
and we fulfilled our constitutional duty
and carried out the will of the people.

At that moment, I recommitted to
this work, to our democracy, and a
hope for a brighter future. Let me be
clear: The race to liberty and justice is
not over. In running it, we must re-
member the saying: ‘“The race is not
given to the swift, nor to the strong,
but to the one that endures.”

If we are to build a democracy, a
planet, and a future that endures, it
will take each and every one of us
doing our part.

In closing, to all of my colleagues
and friends, to the incredible staff in
this room and in the Cloakroom and in
the building, thank you so much for
your friendship and support.

To my dedicated staff members who
have been on this journey with me
every step of the way, I could not have
done it without you.
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To my family, thank you for your
unyielding love and support through it
all.

To my late father, Ted Blunt, thank
you for showing me the true meaning
of service. Dad once said: You become
what you see unless you see what you
want to become.

Dad, in you, I still see what I want to
become.

Finally, to the countless Dela-
wareans who have entrusted me with
the responsibility of this office and the
next, I am honored, grateful, and ready
to serve.

In the words of Hamilton: ‘““There’s a
million things I haven’t done, but just
you wait.”

———
FINAL ADDRESS TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER-MEEKS). The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
LATURNER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LATURNER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to address this body for the
last time.

I have always felt immense gratitude
for God’s blessings in my life, but since
deciding not to seek reelection last
spring, that gratitude has only deep-
ened.

As a son of Kansas, I am guided by
our State motto, ‘‘ad astra per aspera,”
““to the stars through difficulties.”

It is a truth I have seen lived out in
my own family, generation after gen-
eration. My grandmother dropped out
of school in the ninth grade because
she had only one dress and could no
longer endure the ridicule of her class-
mates. Yet, after raising six children,
she returned to school, earned her
GED, and became a nurse. This was a
testament to her resilience.

My grandfather, the eldest of the six
siblings, faced his own struggles. After
losing his father at the age of 18, he be-
came the first in our family to grad-
uate from high school. He served his
country in Korea, where he lost sight
in one eye. Unable to pass a physical,
he worked odd jobs until he found his
calling in public service, becoming a
lay judge in our county.

My father continued this legacy of
determination. As a single parent, he
worked long hours managing the local
Sonic while putting himself through
college. He became the first in our fam-
ily to earn a degree, going on to serve
as an educator and later as the mayor
of our hometown, Galena, Kansas.

I share these stories, Madam Speak-
er, because they remind me every day
that I did not get here on my own.

To put a finer point on it, my grand-
father’s father was killed in the mines
at the age of 41, leaving behind a widow
and six hungry children. They endured
hardships most of us cannot fathom.
Yet, three short generations later, his
great-grandson was called ‘‘the gen-
tleman from Kansas’® on the floor of
the United States House of Representa-
tives.

What a country this is.
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It is not just my story. It is the
American story. It is the story of what
is possible in this extraordinary coun-
try when opportunity is paired with
sacrifice, when freedom is protected,
and when institutions like this one
work to preserve that dream for those
yet to come.

This Chamber, at its best, exists to
ensure that the ladder my family
climbed remains sturdy and strong for
future generations. I am confident
that, in the 119th Congress, we will
take up that charge, improving our
economy, securing our border, making
our streets safer, and showing true
American leadership on the world
stage.

I humbly offer two parting sugges-
tions.

When I first arrived here, I visited
then-dean of the House, Don Young. He
told me that when he arrived in 1973, it
was customary for freshman Members
to wait 6 months before speaking on
the House floor. To his surprise, I
adopted this tradition.

I did so partly out of deference to the
dean, but mostly because it showed re-
spect for this institution, an institu-
tion and a system of government that
our Founders painstakingly designed
to safeguard against human nature. It
is all of our responsibility to protect
and preserve it.

My second suggestion concerns our
role on the world stage. We must be
thrifty, strategic, and we must never
outsource our sovereignty, but we still
have a critical role.

One small but impactful example is
preventing children from dying of star-
vation. Ready-to-use therapeutic food,
or RUTF, is an American-made, nutri-
ent-dense paste that has saved millions
of lives across the globe. The State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Subcommittee increased funding
by $300 million while reducing overall
spending by over 10 percent, and this
body passed it. That increase should be
realized. It is the right thing to do.

I thank Tim Shallenburger; Mark
Dugan; Sam Brownback; Lynn Jenkins;
Jake Conard; and Braden Dreiling, my
chief; and all of my staff, past and
present, for serving both our district
and this institution so ably.

I thank the people of Kansas from
the bottom of my heart for trusting me
to represent them in the State senate
as State treasurer and in Congress.

Most importantly, I thank my
friends, both at home and my col-
leagues here. They are my supporters
who helped me get here.

I also thank my family. I especially
thank my grandparents who helped
raise me; my dad; my brother; my sis-
ter; my wife, Suzanne; and our four
children, Ava, Joe, Maggie, and Gus,
who are here with me today, for joining
me on this journey and for their in-
credible sacrifices.

To my kids, the best title I have ever
had is “‘Dad,” and that title is about to
get my full attention.

Above all, I thank God for his bless-
ings on my life, my family, and this
Nation.
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Madam Speaker, the future is bright,
and for the last time I yield back.

RECOGNIZING FERNANDO
“FREDDIE” SANCHEZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CARDENAS) for 5 min-
utes. .

Mr. CARDENAS. Madam Speaker, I
rise to recognize Fernando ‘‘Freddie”
Sanchez, born on October 9, 1946, in
Mexico, D.F.

Freddie was raised in Mexico’s border
state of Baja, California, spending most
of his early years in the cities of
Mexicali, Ensenada, and Tijuana, be-
fore he made his way to the United
States.

Freddie Sanchez is like many of the
thousands of brave young Latino men
and women who have answered the call
when our country has needed them the
most. Freddie Sanchez’s military serv-
ice spanned from 1968 to 1970. He spent
5 months training in the old U.S. Army
post at Fort Ord, California.

Freddie saw military action in Viet-
nam, spending a year in the Army’s
Long Binh Post near Saigon. He served
the remaining 7 months in Fort Car-
son, Colorado.

Freddie Sanchez was designated mili-
tary occupational specialty 88. He was
part of the transportation specialists.
Freddie drove 10-ton Army trucks and
had the honor of driving the company
commander.

As Freddie often reminds us that
nothing good comes easy, but thanks
to the Army, he was well trained and
was able to succeed.

Following his military service,
Freddie worked 50 years for Lockheed
Martin, first as a mechanic and ma-
chinist, and then as a foreman. Freddie
enjoyed going to work every day. He
felt his job was more like a hobby.

One of the impressive things he got
to accomplish was working on the
Pathfinder, where his name, along with
his colleagues, is recorded forever on a
tiny disc.

His career at Lockheed allowed him
to buy a home in Panama City, Cali-
fornia. In 1972, Freddie married his
soulmate, Lerina, and they are cele-
brating 52 years of marriage.

Freddie and Lerina are blessed with
three children, Fernando Jr., Nancy,
and Sergio. Today, their family has
grown to include 8 grandchildren, 12
stepgrandchildren, and 3 great-grand-
children.

Norma and I have enjoyed the coun-
sel of Freddie and his support through-
out the years. It is now in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD that I thank
Freddie Sanchez for his service and
love of country and for being an honor-
able family man and an upstanding cit-
izen.

HONOR‘ING STEPHEN ‘‘STEVE’’ BOTSFORD

Mr. CARDENAS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a successful
businessman, philanthropist, and a
good friend, Stephen ‘‘Steve’ Botsford.
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A midwesterner through and through,
Steve Botsford was born in Des Moines,
Iowa, and raised in Plymouth, Indiana.

Steve grew up just 29 miles from
South Bend, Indiana, and he always
dreamed of attending the University of
Notre Dame. However, his father told
him that school was for rich, smart,
Catholic kids, and he was none of those
things.

Steve never let that deter him. Steve
believed in himself. His perseverance
and hard work paid off. In 1972, Steve
graduated from the University of Notre
Dame with a B.A. in business manage-
ment. He received his juris doctorate 3
years later from the University of
Notre Dame Law School.

After his days in South Bend, Steve
spent 2 years working for one of the
Big 5 accounting firms of that time be-
fore realizing he wasn’t meant to have
a boss.

He then went out on his own, spend-
ing most of his early career helping
small businesses finance equipment
purchases after their local banks had
denied them.
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After a successful career as a CPA,
Steve delved into real estate develop-
ment and founded Laurel Canyon Hold-
ings. Steve developed a project in the
San Fernando Valley and that is where
our paths would cross.

I have gotten to know Steve Botsford
since my days on the Los Angeles City
Council, and I have seen Steve’s com-
mitment to his business, philanthropy,
and his beautiful, wonderful family.

In 1985, Steve Botsford married Kath-
leen Dickerson, and they are -cele-
brating 39 years of marriage. They are
blessed with three beautiful children:
Alexandria, Steve, and Victoria.

Madam Speaker, I thank Steve
Botsford for his integrity, love, and
generosity. We all know the saying,
“to know you is to love you,” and
many blessings have come to many of
us because we have gotten to know
Steve Botsford, and we do love him. I
thank him for everything that he has
done for our country and for what he
has done for our communities.

I will also point out that, although
Steve Botsford has raised his family in
Chicago and that has been his home for
decades, Steve Botsford has adopted
many, many programs around the
country and has been a tremendous
philanthropist.

I will mention one of them in par-
ticular. The Cardenas Foundation was
founded after my mother and father,
two humble people, came from Mexico
and raised 11 children to go on to col-
lege and many other successful things.
Steve Botsford has contributed over
half a million dollars to give scholar-
ships to mostly first-generation college
students. That is just one example of
Steve’s generosity.
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SMALL BUSINESSES ARE THE
HEARTBEAT OF AMERICA’S
ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LOoPEZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LOPEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to champion the heartbeat of
America’s economy, our small busi-
nesses.

These are not just storefronts or in-
dividuals who are looking to open a
business for their own satisfaction;
these are individuals who risk their
daily lives trying to be successful.
When you look at a small business
owner, I would urge you to realize that
they are on the front lines of our econ-
omy.

There are servicemen and -women in
uniform, and we should always salute
them because they are in harm’s way
in order for us to live the American
Dream. I am here to tell you that there
is a second army, and that is the small
business community. Every day they
get up not knowing whether they are
going to have a successful day, not
knowing whether they are going to be
able to achieve those dreams, but they
have families and friends and employ-
ees that they must provide for.

Madam Speaker, I am here to urge
everyone to remember that small busi-
ness is big business. Small business is
the heart and soul of our Nation. With-
out small business, there would be no
communities. There would be no qual-
ity of life.

Every single day, every American,
when you walk around in your daily
lives, you will touch anywhere from
seven to eight small business owners.
You will touch them and you will help
them because that is the fabric of
America.

Every major corporation started
small. No one begins as a large com-
pany. I am here to remind you that you
must always recognize that when small
business is suffering, our communities
are suffering.

I previously served as the mayor of
Parker, Colorado, and I used to be the
former director of the United States
Small Business Administration in Col-
orado. I would remind people that when
corporate America sneezes, small busi-
ness catches pneumonia because they
are the ones that are struggling the
most.

I am also here to tell you that our
farmers and our ranchers are small
business owners. A lot of people forget
that most of our farms are family
owned. I have 21 counties in Colorado
that I represent and it is rural Colo-
rado. I have hundreds of families that
are farmers and ranchers, and these are
small businesses. We must protect
them.

We are going to be talking about the
continuing resolution and how we are
going to fund government for the rest
of the year going into the year 2025. I
am glad to know that we are going to
look at how we are going to support
the small business community, specifi-
cally our farmers and ranchers.
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One of the things that I always re-
mind people is that in America you can
live that American Dream by being
that small business owner, by under-
standing that you can create your own
destiny.

For those of you who believe a small
business owner is rich, that for some
reason, somehow they have hit the lot-
tery, I am here to tell you that small
business owners work long hours. They
work 14, 16 hours a day just to be able
to be successful.

At the end of the day, they will pay
their employees before they will pay
themselves. That is what America is
all about. It is creating that strong
foundation in every single community.

For those entrepreneurs out there,
know that there is a voice in the Small
Business Administration that will al-
ways champion your cause and know
that there are people that understand
the contributions that you make to
this Nation.

Most importantly, you are the fu-
ture. You are the entrepreneurs. You
are what makes America great. You
are the individuals who bring hope and
prosperity to Main Street in every
community.

Madam Speaker, I salute them, and I
wish them the best. Let us all remem-
ber: Small business is big business.

———————

GRAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THE
RISING TREND OF ANTI-SEMI-
TISM AROUND THE WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. MANNING) for 5
minutes.

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise with grave concerns about
the disturbing rise of anti-Semitism,
both here at home and around the
world.

Since Hamas’ brutal attack on our
democratic ally, Israel, on October 7,
2023, the deadliest day for Jews since
the Holocaust, anti-Semitism has
soared to dangerous new heights.

We have witnessed it online, in our
schools, at hospitals, at professional
associations, at art exhibits, and in
communities across the country where
Jewish individuals and institutions
have been targeted with hate and vio-
lence.

This recent surge, while shocking,
should not blind us to the fact that
anti-Semitic sentiments have been fes-
tering and intensifying for years. We
have seen this hatred manifest in
alarming ways from the neo-Nazi
chants on the streets of Charlottesville
to the horrific attack at the Tree of
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, where 11
American Jews were murdered during
Shabbat services.

Just this morning, a synagogue in
Minneapolis was defaced with swas-
tikas. These incidents are a stark re-
minder that the Jewish community is
facing a relentless wave of anti-Se-
mitic vitriol. We know anti-Semitism
is not new. It is an ancient, shape-
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shifting conspiracy theory that has en-
dured throughout history, adapting
and taking on new forms across the
centuries and blaming the Jews for
whatever ills a society experiences.

It is a deep-seated prejudice that has
caused unimaginable suffering, wheth-
er during the Crusades, the Spanish In-
quisition, the expulsion of Jews from
England and France, or the violent po-
groms in Russia, which brought my
family here.

Of course, there is the Holocaust, a
tragic and incomprehensible period in
which 6 million Jews, including over 1
million children, were systematically
murdered.

Despite the unspeakable horrors
committed during the Holocaust, this
hatred has not disappeared. It has
adapted, it has spread, and it continues
to poison societies to this very day.

History has shown us a painful truth.
When we allow anti-Semitism and Jew
hatred to spread unchecked, it becomes
a profound threat, not only to the Jew-
ish community, but to the very founda-
tions of democracy itself.

Anti-Semitism is a poison that cor-
rodes societies from within. It is not
merely a threat to the Jewish people;
it is a threat to all minority groups, to
the vulnerable, to the values of toler-
ance, equality, and justice that under-
pin our democratic institutions.

However, unlike in the past when
governments themselves promoted,
sponsored, and weaponized anti-Semi-
tism to fuel discrimination and vio-
lence against the Jews, that is not the
case today. Today, our government is
engaged in the fight against anti-Semi-
tism.

Indeed, in the United States, we un-
derstand that we have the power, the
responsibility, and the moral obliga-
tion to take a stand against anti-Semi-
tism.

That is why in response to this rising
tide of hatred, I have introduced the
Countering Antisemitism Act, the

most comprehensive anti-Semitism
legislation in the history of our coun-
try.

This bipartisan, bicameral legisla-
tion with more than 60 cosponsors
would codify portions of President
Biden’s national strategy to counter
anti-Semitism. It would establish the
first-ever national coordinator to
counter anti-Semitism. It would also
require law enforcement to ensure ro-
bust threat assessment reporting, en-
hance education about the history of
anti-Semitism, and appoint a senior of-
ficial within the Department of Edu-
cation to counter anti-Semitism on
college campuses and in K-12 schools.

Come January, we will have a new
administration and a new Congress, yet
this issue is not going away. That is
why I am calling on my colleagues to
join me in taking a firm stand against
rising anti-Semitism. Each of us in this
body has a responsibility to ensure
that the horrors of the past are never
repeated.

This Congress must send a powerful
message that there is no room in this
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country for anti-Semitism or any kind
of hatred. I ask my colleagues to con-
tinue this work after my time in Con-
gress comes to an end.

While we may never eradicate anti-
Semitism, we must make it clear that
anti-Semitism and all forms of dis-
crimination are unacceptable and can
never be normalized in this great coun-
try, the United States of America.

WASHINGTON’S OBSESSION WITH
OVERREGULATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to talk about how Washing-
ton’s obsession with overregulation is
making life unnecessarily difficult for
everyday Americans.

Under the Biden administration,
their energy efficiency standards have
become weapons of control, driving up
costs, limiting choices for households,
and strangling economic growth.

Under Biden’s anti-energy agenda,
American families are feeling the pinch
every time they turn on a light, heat
their home, power their appliances, or
fuel up their vehicle.

These so-called efficiency standards
don’t lower costs; they shift the burden
onto people’s wallets and purses.

In my home State of California, we
have seen the impact firsthand. Be-
tween skyrocketing energy bills and
blackouts caused by these misguided
policies, families are paying more for
less reliability. Indeed, the blackouts
we see in California are for two chief
reasons. First, on a hot day in July or
August or September, you can see the
grid actually having to shut down man-
ufacturing and shut down businesses so
the rest of the grid doesn’t collapse
when people are trying to air-condition
their homes or other businesses.

Secondly, we have what are called
public safety power shutoffs, which,
when the wind blows in California, we
actually have to shut off the power
lines in some cases because the fear is
that trees or branches or whatever
might fall upon the power lines can
cause a blackout and the failure of the
equipment, or, worse, a wildfire.

Indeed, in my own district, we have
suffered with enough wildfires to last
eons. Just to name a few: a million-
acre fire known as the Dixie fire just
this year, the Park fire where hundreds
of thousands of acres were destroyed
and many homes damaged, and the
Camp fire a few years ago where 85 peo-
ple lost their lives.

It is all sorts of mismanagement by
my Governor in that we are not man-
aging our forests. We don’t have the
electrical grid to have 24-hour sustain-
ability even in a tough time of year.

There are remedies for that. We could
be building more nuclear power plants.
We could be building more natural gas
plants and not regulating them out of
business. We should be building more
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pipelines to get natural gas, which is
extremely efficient and low cost.

We cannot be doing dumb things like
tearing out hydroelectric dams like is
being forced upon us in my district in
northern California where four hydro-
electric dams have been removed.

What do you get with a hydroelectric
dam? You get water storage, you get
flood control, you get water for agri-
culture, you get the hydroelectric
power, and you get recreation. That
has been taken away.

When you are talking hydroelectric
power, a lot of people are worried about
CO, and carbon dioxide. Hydropower is
a zero CO, emitter as is nuclear power.
We seem to want to regulate these
things out of business, regulate them
to not be part of our grid. Instead, we
opt for the idealism of a few solar pan-
els and windmills, which have a very
limited life and are very inefficient.

This is the future the Democrats
want for the rest of America, like in
California, where energy is neither af-
fordable nor dependable.
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Soon gone will be the days when you
can buy the appliance that best works
for you. Bureaucrats now want to dic-
tate what kind of washing machine you
can have, what stovetop you can use,
and even how long your dishwasher
should run.

They even want to dictate what light
bulbs you can use. A new mandate in
California is talking about how State
buildings, schools, things like that,
have to start changing their light bulbs
out by an arbitrary deadline. It doesn’t
matter if the bulbs have burned out or
been used up or the ballasts have been
used up. They just want to change
them out.

This will cost schools, for example,
hundreds of millions of dollars
throughout the whole State to have to
just arbitrarily change these out in-
stead of attrition over time. I am doing
that on my own farm, my own ranch,
where when a ballast goes out or a set
of bulbs goes out, let’s change it over
to LED at that time, and then you are
saving the costs.

They don’t care about that. They just
have this mandate. We are limiting op-
tions, and the government is telling
you that it is good enough for you, for
your home.

Californians know this all too well.
We have been forced to live with these
policies that now Washington, D.C.,
tries to emulate. It just continues to
strangle our economy. From manufac-
turers forced to spend millions com-
plying with ever-changing rules to even
small businesses struggling under high-
er energy costs, these regulations hurt
all of them, large and small, as well as
families.

The more we hamstring energy pro-
duction and force businesses to con-
form to out-of-touch mandates, the less
room we have for growth and pros-
perity. There are a couple of key driv-
ers that are making things less afford-
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able with inflation, the high cost of en-
ergy being one of them. The other is
government overspending, as we are
going to find out here pretty soon this
week.

These policies are rooted in the same
far-left ideology that has driven infla-
tion. They have weakened our energy
independence and have left America
less competitive on the global stage.
We need to do better.

————

U.S. OFFENSIVE MILITARY AID TO
ISRAEL FOR WAR IN GAZA VIO-
LATES U.S. LAW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
come to the House floor to send one
straightforward message to President
Biden: Providing U.S. arms and mili-
tary aid to the Netanyahu government
for use in Gaza violates U.S. law.

The devastation, human suffering,
and Palestinian civilian deaths and in-
juries are unmatched in scale by any
other conflict. This is the conclusion
reached last week by Airwars, the Brit-
ish NGO that documents civilian cas-
ualties in 21st century conflicts.

Before anybody rejects this detailed
report, I would like to note that
Airwars is known for its exacting,
thorough research. Its referrals
prompted more than 70 percent of the
Pentagon’s investigations into inci-
dents of civilian harm during the U.S.-
led air campaign against the Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria.

Madam Speaker, this is just the lat-
est in a series of reports from human
rights, humanitarian, and defense re-
ports documenting the civilian harm
and deprivations in Gaza.

Israel, Madam Speaker, absolutely
has a right to defend itself. I support
military operations to dismantle and
destroy Hamas’ military capabilities
and other terrorist organizations oper-
ating inside Gaza that have launched
vicious attacks against Israeli civilians
and have badly mistreated the Pales-
tinian population, but Israeli air and
ground campaigns must abide by U.S.
law and international humanitarian
law, also known as the Geneva Conven-
tions and the laws of war.

States are required to take every pre-
caution to minimize civilian harm,
avoid destruction of lifesaving civilian
infrastructure, guarantee unimpeded
access and delivery of humanitarian
aid, and ensure the life and security of
humanitarian aid workers.

Specifically, I am talking about sec-
tion 6201 of the Foreign Assistance Act,
also known as the Humanitarian Cor-
ridor Act, which states: ‘“No assistance
shall be furnished under this act or the
Arms Export Control Act to any coun-
try when it is made known to the
President that the government of such
country prohibits or otherwise re-
stricts, directly or indirectly, the
transport or delivery of United States
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humanitarian assistance.”” We all know
that the Netanyahu government has
frustrated the delivery of such aid to
the people in Gaza.

The Netanyahu government has also
violated its assurance under President
Biden’s own National Security Memo-
randum 20, which requires U.S. mili-
tary assistance, arms sales, and arms
transfers not to be used contrary to
U.S. law and international humani-
tarian law. According to an October 30
Washington Post report: ‘“The Biden
administration has received nearly 500
reports alleging that Israel used U.S.-
supplied weapons for attacks that
caused unnecessary harm to civilians
in the Gaza Strip, but it has failed to
comply with its own policies requiring
swift investigation of such claims.”

The Biden administration already
knew this. On October 13, Secretary of
State Blinken and Defense Secretary
Austin sent a detailed letter to the
Netanyahu government describing
Israel’s arbitrary, deliberate, and con-
sistent obstruction of humanitarian
aid to the suffering Palestinian people
in Gaza. They detailed how U.S. law
and international law were being vio-
lated. They gave Netanyahu 30 days to
deliver results.

The 30 days have come and gone with
no change to U.S. arms transfers or
military assistance. Once again, the
Netanyahu government called the bluff
of the Biden administration. Once
again, the Netanyahu government frus-
trated U.S. efforts to get humanitarian
aid delivered and safeguard innocent
civilians.

It is not too late for the U.S. to use
all of its leverage, including the sus-
pension of U.S. offensive arms transfers
to pressure the Netanyahu government
to open up the humanitarian aid cor-
ridors and allow hundreds and hun-
dreds of trucks to deliver lifesaving
aid.

It is not too late for the U.S. to use
all its leverage to press Israel to reach
a cease-fire, secure the release of all
the hostages, and create a viable path
for a secure and dignified future for
Gaza’s Palestinians that guarantees
Israel’s security.

It is not too late for the Biden ad-
ministration to comply with U.S. law.
It is not too late for the Biden adminis-
tration to stand up for America’s own
values and interests. It is not too late
for all of us to reinforce our commit-
ment to human rights and peace. It is
not too late, Madam Speaker. It is not
too late.

I include in the RECORD a Washington
Post article titled: “U.S. inundated
with claims that American arms killed
Gaza civilians.”

[From the Washington Post, Oct. 30, 2024
U.S. INUNDATED WITH CLAIMS THAT AMERICAN
ARMS KILLED GAZA CIVILIANS
(By Abigail Hauslohner and Michael
Birnbaum)

The Biden administration has received
nearly 500 reports alleging that Israel used
U.S.-supplied weapons for attacks that
caused unnecessary harm to civilians in the
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Gaza Strip, but it has failed to comply with
its own policies requiring swift investiga-
tions of such claims, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter.

At least some of these cases presented to
the State Department over the past year
probably amount to violations of U.S. and
international law, these people said, speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity because
they are not authorized to discuss internal
deliberations.

The reports are received from across the
U.S. government, international aid organiza-
tions, nonprofits, media reports and other
eyewitnesses. Dozens include photo docu-
mentation of U.S.-made bomb fragments at
sites where scores of children were killed, ac-
cording to human rights advocates briefed on
the process.

Yet despite the State Department’s inter-
nal Civilian Harm Incident Response Guid-
ance, which directs officials to complete an
investigation and recommend action within
two months of launching an inquiry, no sin-
gle case has reached the ‘‘action’ stage, cur-
rent and former officials told The Wash-
ington Post, More than two-thirds of cases
remain unresolved, they said, with many
pending response from the Israeli govern-
ment, which the State Department consults
to verify each case’s circumstances.

Critics of the Biden administration’s con-
sistent provision of arms to Israel, now
about 13 months into a war that has killed at
least 43,000 people, according to Gaza’s
health authorities, say the handling of these
reports is another illustration of the admin-
istration’s unwillingness to hold its close
ally accountable for the conflict’s staggering
toll.

“They’re ignoring evidence of widespread
civilian harm and atrocities to maintain a
policy of virtually unconditional weapons
transfers to the Netanyahu government,”
said John Ramming Chappell, a legal and
policy adviser focused on U.S. security as-
sistance and arms sales at the Center for Ci-
vilians in Conflict. “When it comes to the
Biden administration’s arms policies, every-
thing looks good on paper but has turned out
meaningless in practice when it comes to
Israel.”

The State Department declined to detail
the volume of incidents under investigation.
A spokesman, Matthew Miller, confirmed on
Wednesday during a news conference held
after the publication of this report that offi-
cials are reviewing ‘‘a number of incidents”
and that ‘‘we have not yet gotten to the
point with any of them that we’ve been able
to make final determinations.”

Based on ‘‘the overall scope of the damage
and the number of civilian lives that have
been lost,” Miller said that it is ‘‘reason-
able” to assess that Israel may have violated
international law but that reaching such a
conclusion is ‘“‘incredibly difficult.”

“It takes gathering facts. It takes gath-
ering information. And it takes ultimately
making legal judgments about those facts.
And, often times, you have conflicting ac-
counts of what happened, and it is our job to
try to sort through that the best we can,” he
said.

On Tuesday, after an Israeli strike on an
apartment building killed more than 90 peo-
ple, including 25 children, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry, the State Department
said Washington was seeking a ‘‘full expla-
nation” from Israel. The Israeli military
said it was ‘‘aware of reports that civilians
were harmed.”

Oren Marmorstein, a spokesman for
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, declined
to discuss the U.S. inquiries or Washington’s
efforts to limit civilian harm. ‘““As part of
the close alliance between Israel and the
United States, there is continuous and close
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contact with the American administration
regarding Israel’s struggle against terrorist
attacks against its citizens,”” Marmorstein
said in a statement.

The Israeli military says it makes ‘‘signifi-
cant efforts’ to avoid civilian harm but has
cited the presence of Hamas fighters hiding
among civilians as justification to carry out
bombings on schools, hospitals, mosques and
tent encampments. Gaza’s Health Ministry
says the majority of the dead have been
women and children.

Earlier this month, U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin sent a letter to the Israeli gov-
ernment threatening vague policy ‘‘implica-
tions” if Israel did not immediately allow
more aid into Gaza, where doctors and ana-
lysts say thousands have starved to death.
The warning was widely interpreted to mean
Washington may consider withholding arms
transfers unless the humanitarian situation
markedly improves.

In their letter, Blinken and Austin also ac-
knowledged the failure of U.S. efforts to
mitigate Israel’s civilian causalities. “‘It is
vitally important that our governments es-
tablish a new channel through which we can
raise and discuss civilian harm incidents.
Our engagements to date have not produced
the necessary outcomes,” they wrote. They
gave Israel 30 days to deliver results, which
would delay any action until after next
week’s U.S. presidential election.

The State Department’s civilian harm
guidance, unveiled by the Biden administra-
tion in August 2023 in response to congres-
sional concerns about Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates’ bombardment of
Yemen, instructs the agency in how to assess
whether a foreign military has violated any
one of an assortment of U.S. laws and makes
clear recommendations for action.

By investigating such cases, officials
should be able to ‘‘identify, recommend, and
document what actions the Department can
and will take in response to such incidents,”’
according to the 21-page policy document, a
copy of which was obtained by The Post but
has not been made public.

Current and former U.S. officials described
a process that, while detailed and deliberate
on paper, has become functionally irrelevant
with more-senior leaders at the State De-
partment broadly dismissive of non-Israeli
sources and unwilling to sign off on action
plans.

Some U.S. officials and congressional
Democrats have been frustrated by the State
Department’s apparent tendency to rely on
Israel to substantiate the allegations against
it.

Mike Casey, who worked on Gaza issues at
the State Department’s Office of Palestinian
Affairs in Jerusalem, said senior officials
routinely gave the impression that their goal
in discussing any alleged abuse by Israel was
to figure out how to frame it in a less nega-
tive light.

“There’s this sense of: ‘How do we make
this okay?’” said Casey, who resigned in
July. ‘“There’s not, ‘How do we get to the
real truth of what’s going on here?’”’

Senior officials, he said, often dismissed
the credibility of Palestinian sources, eye-
witness accounts, nongovernmental organi-
zations, and official accounts from the Pales-
tinian Authority and even the United Na-
tions.

A TU.S. official who addressed questions
about the administration’s handling of these
reports said that the State Department con-
siders both Palestinian and Israeli voices as
it assesses allegations of civilian harm.

People familiar with the process said that
at least one-quarter of cases have been dis-
missed in the first of three investigative
stages, either because they were deemed not
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credible or because there was no indication
of U.S. weapons use. The majority have pro-
ceeded to the ‘‘verification’ stage, whereby,
“We ask the [government of Israel] about the
cases: Did you forewarn? Why did you hit
this school or safe road or safe zone?”’ said
one former official.

Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland), who
has met with administration officials on sev-
eral occasions to discuss the issue, said he
has been deeply frustrated by what he called
a lack of follow-through. ‘“‘There’s no set
timeline for getting responses to the many
ad hoc inquiries that have been made,” Van
Hollen said.

Israel is the largest cumulative recipient
of U.S. military aid since World War II, and
the Biden administration has provided it
with at least $17.9 billion in U.S. military as-
sistance in the past year alone, according to
a recent study by Brown University’s Watson
Institute for International and Public Af-
fairs.

But despite deepening alarm among admin-
istration officials and lawmakers over
Israel’s conduct of the Gaza war, nearly all
military assistance, apart from a delayed
shipment of 2,000-pound bombs, has contin-
ued to flow without interruption. The pace
and volume of weaponry have meant that
U.S. munitions make up a substantial por-
tion of Israel’s arsenal, with an American
made fleet of warplanes to deliver the heavi-
est bombs to their targets, analysts say.

William D. Hartung, a co-author of the
Watson Institute report and an expert on the
arms industry and the U.S. military budget
at the Quincy Institute, said “‘it’s almost im-
possible” that Israel is not violating U.S.
law, ‘‘given the level of slaughter that’s
going on and the preponderance of U.S.
weapons.”’

Among the cases submitted to the State
Department, according to people familiar
with the matter, are the January killing of
a 6 year-old girl and her family in their car,
with pieces of a U.S.-made 120mm tank
round purportedly found at the scene. There
were shards of American-made small-diame-
ter bombs photographed at a family’s home
and at a school sheltering displaced civilians
after airstrikes in May Kkilled dozens of
women and children. And there was the tail
fin of a Boeing-manufactured Joint Direct
Attack Munition on the scene of a July air-
strike that killed at least 90 Palestinians.

“The U.S. is the biggest donor to Israel
with these weapons,” said Sarah Yager, the
Washington director at Human Rights
Watch. ‘““And it’s a year in. When is the
United States going to put its foot down?”’

——————

CHALLENGES CAUSED BY SHARED
ZIP CODES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LALOTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LALOTA. Madam Speaker, for far
too long, my constituents who live in
Flanders, Riverside, and Northampton
have faced unnecessary challenges
caused by shared ZIP Codes. Misdeliv-
ered mail, delays in receiving essential
medications, and confusion over geo-
graphic identity have disrupted their
daily lives for decades.

Last week, we took meaningful steps
to address these persistent issues by
ensuring that each of these commu-
nities has access to reliable mail deliv-
ery and U.S. postal services.

H.R. 8753, which I proudly supported,
directs the United States Postal Serv-
ice to designate single, unique ZIP
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Codes for these communities. This sim-
ple, commonsense fix will go a long
way in improving the quality of life for
my constituents in Flanders, Riverside,
and Northampton.

By taking this step, we sent a clear
message that every community, no
matter how large or small, deserves ac-
curate and dependable services from
their government.

I thank the residents of North-
ampton, Riverside, and Flanders for
their unwavering determination to
bring this issue to our attention. This
is a battle these communities have
been fighting for more than a decade. I
am proud to see it finally coming to
fruition here in the House.

IMPORTANCE OF STRONG FEDERAL INVESTMENT
IN RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

Mr. LALOTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to underscore the importance of
strong Federal investments in research
and education, which are critical to
maintaining America’s position as a
global leader in innovation and
progress.

Stony Brook University, located in
my district, is a prime example of the
extraordinary advancements that come
from such support. As one of the Na-
tion’s leading public research institu-
tions, Stony Brook excels in quantum
physics, artificial intelligence, and
healthcare. Their groundbreaking work
drives economic growth on Long Is-
land, throughout New York State, and
across the Nation while pushing the
boundaries of scientific discovery.

Stony Brook’s role as a quantum
internet testbed and its status as a hub
of transformative research dem-
onstrates the immense potential of
continued Federal investment in high-
er education.

Institutions like Stony Brook don’t
just shape our present. They are laying
the groundwork to become the next
premier research institution, setting
the standard for excellence in edu-
cation, research, and innovation. I am
committed to ensuring that institu-
tions like Stony Brook have the re-
sources needed to thrive, securing our
Nation’s leadership in education, re-
search, and innovation. Let’s go.

GOVERNOR HOCHUL’S COMMUTER TAX

Mr. LALOTA. Madam Speaker, Gov-
ernor Hochul’s so-called congestion
pricing is just a commuter tax that un-
fairly targets hardworking Long Is-
landers. With families already strug-
gling under New York’s crushing tax
burden, this plan adds insult to injury,
forcing suburban communities to sub-
sidize the wasteful and mismanaged
MTA.

The MTA loses nearly $700 million
annually to fare evasion—over $300 mil-
lion on buses alone—and doles out six-
figure overtime to hundreds of employ-
ees.

Instead of addressing these failures,
Hochul and her New York City allies
want suburban New Yorkers like my
constituents to fill a $15 billion budget
funding gap without any reforms or ac-
countability.
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Hochul suspended this ill-conceived
commuter tax before the election but
shamelessly brought it back afterward,
breaking the trust of so many New
Yorkers.

Long Island deserves better—real ac-
countability, fairness, and policies that
reflect our priorities, not another slap
in the face from Albany’s one-party,
antisuburban agenda.

WELCOMING KAT LI HOME

Mr. LALOTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate an extraordinary
moment of triumph and resilience.

After 8 long years of wrongful deten-
tion in China, my constituent and Hun-
tington resident Kai Li is finally back
on American soil and has been reunited
with his family. This long-awaited
news brings immense relief and joy to
his family and every Long Islander who
has followed his adversity.

Kai’s release ends an unimaginable
ordeal and highlights the unwavering
strength of his family, especially his
son, Harrison, who tirelessly advocated
for his father’s return. I was honored to
bring Harrison as my guest to this
year’s State of the Union to amplify
his family’s story. Kai’s release is not
only a victory for the Li family but for
all of America.

The United States must remain
steadfast in our commitment to bring
home every wrongfully detained Amer-
ican. Kai Li’s return reminds us of the
power of persistence and the impor-
tance of standing firm against injus-
tice.

Welcome home to Kai, whose courage
and determination inspire us all.

———

RECOGNIZING TOM LANNEN ON
HIS RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. PEREZ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PEREZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the career and rec-
ognize the retirement of Skamania
County Commissioner Tom Lannen.

Tom wasn’t born here, but he got
here as fast as he could. He is inter-
nationally famous in Washington
State, serving as the chair of the Wash-
ington State Association of Counties’
Timber Caucus.

Tom pioneered the wuse of ‘‘the
stick,” a yardstick that visually dem-
onstrates the fact that our county,
Skamania County, has only 1.8 percent
of our acreage which can generate tax
revenue.

Tom won’t let his Federal Represent-
atives forget how much Skamania
County needs their mills to produce
timber, the Secure Rural Schools pro-
gram to keep our schools open, and
economic development opportunities to
ensure that communities thrive.

Madam Speaker, I thank Tom for his
mentorship and leadership and for
spending time working on behalf of
things that matter, our community. I
hope he enjoys his retirement with So-
phia and wish him the very best.



December 17, 2024

BALLOT BOX FIRE

Ms. PEREZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to discuss the fire that was set to
a ballot box in my district on October
28. We still don’t know who did this,
but we know who did not do this. Real
patriots don’t torch each other’s bal-
lots. It was an attack on our democ-
racy and our rule of law.

The fire destroyed hundreds of bal-
lots. Although our incredible election
workers tried to recover as many votes
as possible and contact those whose
ballots were partially burned, many
votes were lost.

If people want to live in a society
where ballots are burned, they can
move there. My community will not
stand for this spineless, shameful, and
unpatriotic BS.

I thank our first responders for deal-
ing with this fire in such a timely and
efficient manner. Ballot recovery
would not have been possible if it were
not for them.

Another thank-you goes to those who
stood guard at the local ballot boxes 24/
7 following the fire, a precaution that
never should have been necessary in
the first place.

I promise to all of southwest Wash-
ington that I will always fight against
political violence and protect our sa-
cred right to vote in our communities.

O 1100

DENNIS WEBER RETIREMENT

Ms. PEREZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Dennis Weber on
his upcoming retirement from the Cow-
litz County Board of Commissioners
after serving as commissioner for 12
years and in the public sector for 40
years.

Dennis has spent his career being a
pillar for our community. He spent
many years as a social studies teacher
before transitioning to roles in public
office.

He has been an excellent advocate
with the Spirit Lake/Toutle-Cowlitz
River Collaborative to help protect
downstream communities, project col-
laboration, and good, accessible data.

I have been privileged to work with
Dennis over the years. When I helped
reintroduce the National Landslide
Preparedness Act, Dennis helped to
provide testimony from Cowlitz Coun-
ty.

Dennis Weber has shown time and
again what it means to be a public
servant. He has always worked to en-
sure his community gets the resources
and support they need. His priority has
always been for the betterment of his
hometown, and that has been evident
in every chapter of his career. I thank
Dennis for all he has done for south-
west Washington. I hope retirement
treats him well.

CHRISTMAS TREES

Ms. PEREZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a beloved holiday
tradition and an important part of my
district’s culture: Christmas trees.

My district produces the second-most
number of Christmas trees in the coun-
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try. Coming from a family of loggers
myself, I know firsthand how impor-
tant it is to be a steward of the land, to
depend on it, not just as a terrarium,
but as part of your culture.

Our support and value for the forest
products that come from our woods is
engrained in our ethos. For genera-
tions, Washingtonians have used our
trees to build and furnish their homes.

The holiday season offers us a unique
opportunity to display and decorate
the trees that we are so proud of. This
holiday season, I encourage everybody
to go out and visit a Christmas tree
farm. Better yet, go into the woods, get
a permit, cut down a tree yourself.
This is not the time to be supporting
petroleum-based Christmas trees, but
our own homegrown trees that support
our economy and our culture.

CONGRATULATING SHARON PESUT ON HER
RETIREMENT

Ms. PEREZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Sharon Pesut on
her retirement as executive director at
Partners in Careers, also known as
PIC.

PIC is a nonprofit organization that
connects jobseekers with workforce
training and opportunities with local
businesses and community members.
PIC aims to assist low-income parents,
domestic violence survivors, homeless
veterans, and others get a second
chance at a career.

PIC has been a huge asset to our
local Ukrainian community, helping
refugees and immigrants secure job op-
portunities.

Sharon has led PIC for 13 years where
she has helped to expand youth and
veteran programs throughout her com-
munity. Recently, Sharon, along with
her partners at PIC, were honored as
the Community Partner of the Year at
the Washington Workforce Association
Conference.

I thank Sharon for all of the work
she has done for our community. I wish
her all the very best in her retirement.

————

RECOGNIZING TERENCE “BOO
BOO” RATCHFORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a person who was
born with disabilities, but no one ever
told him. His photo exemplifies what
this man represents.

His name was Terence Ratchford,
they called him ‘‘Boo Boo,” and he
passed away on July 26, 2024. I rise to
recognize his years of incredible dedi-
cation and exemplary work for the
Fifth District of South Carolina.

Terence was raised in Gaffney, South
Carolina, by his parents, Ruby Hemp-
hill and Warren Ratchford, who was a
star running back for Clemson Univer-
sity years ago.

Boo Boo always felt a deep connec-
tion with his community. He began
volunteering his time at a young age
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and was known to be willing to help
whenever, wherever.

As a child, he attended Limestone
Missionary Baptist Church and later
joined the Greater Hope Ministries. He
loved his church, his church family,
and he displayed a deep commitment
to serving it very well. He was a leader
in religious programs, the choir, and
Bible studies. His impact on the
churches he attended will last for gen-
erations to come.

As an active member of his commu-
nity, Boo Boo volunteered his time at
many chamber events, community
service projects, and at the Gaffney
Hospital. He served at the Peach Fes-
tival and played a large role ensuring
that the great city of Gaffney was cele-
brated each and every year.

Boo Boo coached football at Gaffney
High School for over 20 years. He was
referred to as the ‘““Get Back Coach”
because when the coaches got too hot
and were pressing the line and getting
on the referees, he stepped in and said
to get back. He was beloved by coaches
and players alike.

He also volunteered for the
Blacksburg Middle School girls’ bas-
ketball team and sponsored a wrestling
event for the middle school.

Boo Boo wore many different hats.
He was a God-fearing man, a leader, a
friend, a son, and a coach. He served in
each of these roles with kindness and
with joy.

He will be deeply missed. During his
funeral services—I have been to a lot of
them—but I have never been to a gym-
nasium, in which the service had to be
held, because of all the friends and peo-
ple who just respected him came.

Please join me in expressing my
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation
for the life of Terence ‘‘Boo Boo0”
Ratchford.

———

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Virginia (Ms. WEXTON) for 5 minutes.

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to share my gratitude for this re-
markable opportunity to serve my
community. As I prepare to retire from
Congress, I have been reflecting on
what brought me here.

Despite growing up just outside of
D.C., I was very much not one of those
people who envisioned themselves in
elected office since grade school, but I
did want to help people. That is why I
chose to be a lawyer.

I was very fulfilled doing that work,
especially the opportunities to serve as
a prosecutor, and later, a guardian ad
litem for abused and neglected children
and a substitute judge.

Then, one day in late 2008, I went just
around the corner from my law office
to Ida Lee Park in Leesburg to hear a
skinny guy with a funny name talk
about his message of hope and change
and: ‘“Yes, We Can.”

Hearing then-Senator Obama speak
was the first time that I stopped think-
ing that can’t be me and started think-
ing, yes, I can. I believed him when he
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said that we could come together
around what unites us as Americans
and do the hard work of making life
better for our neighbors.

So my political career began. In 2014,
I won a State senate special election
and went to Richmond as a bright-
eyed, new legislator at a time when the
legislature still didn’t have a whole lot
of people like me there. I was one of
just a few women with school-aged
kids, and I served in the minority.

I learned quickly that my best ideas
for policy come from my constituents.
I heard a woman’s tragic story of los-
ing her brother to an overdose and
took action to make Narcan more ac-
cessible.

I worked with a mom to help pass a
law that gave greater benefits to single
parents of kids with disabilities. An-
other constituent came to me about
her horrific sexual assault story, so I
wrote a law empowering victims of re-
venge porn to file lawsuits and recover
damages from their perpetrators.

Then, in 2016, another unlikely can-
didate for President led me to make a
career change I never could have imag-
ined. Once again, though, it was the
hope that I could help people that led
me to run for Congress.

I wanted to stand up for communities
who did not feel represented. I stood
with our Muslim neighbors at Dulles
Airport to protest the Muslim ban. I
became the first Member of Congress to
hang a transgender rights flag outside
of my office.

As the child of two parents who had
worked for the Federal Government, I
became a vocal advocate for the integ-
rity of our civil service.

Most of all, I ran for Congress be-
cause of my kids. I went to Washington
with the goal of making sure the sto-
ries of Virginia’s families were heard,
and that their Representative was
fighting for their needs.

I am proud of what I was able to do,
like working on legislation to invest in
childhood cancer research in honor of a
young constituent, Gabriella Miller,
and her courageous battle and advo-
cacy; supporting survivors of domestic
violence and abuse; expanding mental
health resources for Capitol Police in
the wake of January 6; and standing up
for human rights of Uyghurs in China.

It has been quite the unprecedented 6
years in Congress: Facing the longest
government shutdown in history; not
one, but two impeachments; a pan-
demic; an insurrection; and in the
midst of it all, I began facing the great-
est challenge of them all, my battle
with PSP.

One of the first questions I asked my
doctor after my diagnosis was if I could
still run for reelection. His response
was: Why would you want to? It was a
very serious and sobering moment, but
in truth, I had plenty of answers for
him.

Above all, I did and still very much
do believe in the possibility to bring
hope and make change in the lives of
those we serve here. As I battled this
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disease, which robbed me of my ability
to move and speak, I wanted to make
the most of my platform to bring some
good out of this terrible situation.

As I mentioned, my best ideas for
legislation often come from personal
stories constituents share with me.
Now, it was my own struggle that I
hoped to help turn into meaningful
change in policy.

One of my proudest moments in Con-
gress has been successfully helping lead
the bipartisan National Plan to End
Parkinson’s Act to become law, the
most consequential legislation ever
passed to tackle Parkinson’s and re-
lated conditions like my PSP. It will
go a long way toward improving and
saving lives.

This has been a journey, which has
been so challenging, yet one which I
am proud to have stood strong in and
done my part to give hope and comfort
to others facing similar battles.

Our disabilities and our health strug-
gles do not define who we are, and 1
feel more strongly than ever that it is
so important to share that truth with
the world. This journey could not have
been possible without so many people
who share my belief that I could make
a positive change and conviction that
there is real good to be done through
public service.

I thank my family, Team Wexton,
and all of the people of Virginia-10. I
hope I have made you proud. As I head
into my final days in Congress, I am
choosing once again to have hope.

People didn’t lose hope in me after
my diagnosis. I have real hope that one
day we will find a cure for PSP. I see
reasons for hope every day, especially
young people, women and girls, and
others who don’t traditionally have a
seat at the tables of power who are dis-
covering and believing in the power of
public service, just like I did all those
years ago at Ida Lee Park.

I hope that the most impactful leg-
acy I can leave is in the power of perse-
verance and persistence, in the belief
that change is possible through public
service, and that change is coming if
we are willing to work for it.

CONGRATULATING STEFANIE
SMALLHOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate Stefanie
Smallhouse on her outstanding tenure
as President of the Arizona Farm Bu-
reau.

Since the day she took office 7 years
ago, Stefanie has dedicated herself to
fighting for the interests of our farm-
ers and ranchers to make sure Arizo-
na’s vibrant agricultural community
continues to thrive.

Her dedication, passion, and tireless
work ethic set a standard of excellence
and will continue to positively impact
our agriculture community long into
the future.
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Stefanie’s tenure not only strength-
ened the Arizona Farm Bureau, but it
also empowered our farmers and ranch-
ers to ensure they have a seat at the
table when they are addressing critical
issues, like water management and sus-
tainability efforts.

In my time in Congress, I am deeply
proud of the strong partnership and
friendship that we were able to forge to
promote the interests of Arizona’s
farmers and ranchers at the Federal
level. Stefanie’s role on my advisory
council played a key role in my work
for ag and farming communities.

While her leadership will be dearly
missed, her legacy will have a lasting
impact on Arizona’s agriculture. On be-
half of Arizona’s farmers, ranchers, and
the people of our great State, I thank
her for her service, her leadership, and
her tireless advocacy.

I wish her all the best in her future
endeavors and look forward to seeing
the positive impact she will continue
to have in our community.

HONORING SHERIFF MARK LAMB

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the outstanding
tenure of Mark Lamb as sheriff of
Pinal County.

Sheriff Lamb first started his law en-
forcement career with the Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
where he rose to the rank of detective
of the gang enforcement agency.

He later joined the Pinal County
Sheriff’s Office where he distinguished
himself as a capable and tireless offi-
cer, dedicated to keeping his commu-
nity safe. In 2017, he was elected as
sheriff of Pinal County and became in-
strumental in the fight against drug
cartels, human smugglers, coyotes,
traffickers, and other bad actors trying
to take advantage of the situation.

While Sheriff Lamb’s leadership and
service will be deeply missed in Pinal
County, Mark will continue to serve
our country.

Laura and I wish him all the best in
his new role. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with him to secure our
border and keep communities in south-
ern Arizona and across the United
States safe.

O 1115

CONGRATULATING ART DEL CUETO

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate my good
friend, Art Del Cueto, for an out-
standing career as a Border Patrol
agent.

Art is a tireless public servant who
dedicated his career to the safety and
security of our Nation, approaching his
work with a steadfast resolve and a
genuine passion.

In the last 4 years, as the Border Pa-
trol encountered its most chaotic pe-
riod, Art exemplified integrity and
commitment, earning the respect and
admiration of his colleagues, law-
makers, and Americans across our
great country.

Art will continue his work as part of
the National Border Patrol Council
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where he remains a tireless advocate
for the brave men and women who
serve in the Border Patrol, fighting for
them to ensure they have the tools and
resources they need to protect our bor-
der.

As a Representative of a border dis-
trict, I constantly relied on Art’s ex-
pertise and advice, and I will always be
extremely grateful for his constant
willingness to be a resource.

As Art enters a well-deserved retire-
ment, I honor his service, sacrifice, and
unwavering dedication to the safety
and security of our Nation. I thank his
wife, Zulma, and daughter, Zulma
Alejandra, for their service as a family,
as well.

On behalf of Arizona’s Sixth Congres-
sional District, Laura, my kids, myself,
and our whole family, we thank Art for
a career dedicated to keeping our com-
munity safe. I wish him and his family
all the best as he embarks on this new
journey. I thank my friend Art so
much for his service. His contributions
will not be forgotten. He is a true pa-
triot.

CONGRATULATING PUSCH RIDGE CHRISTIAN

ACADEMY FOOTBALL TEAM

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate the Pusch
Ridge Christian Academy football
team for winning the 3A State cham-
pionship.

The fourth seed Pusch Ridge Chris-
tian Academy Lions overcame the odds
and beat the second seed LA-West
Foothills 26-7.

Despite falling behind 7-0 in the first
quarter, the Lions roared back, scoring
26 unanswered points en route to their
championship.

The title caps off a remarkable sea-
son for Coach Kent Middleton and his
team.

After starting the season 1-1, the
Lions won 12 straight games, including
the State championship to finish the
year 13-1.

I say to Coach Middleton, the coach-
ing staff, the student athletes, admin-
istrators, and everyone who played a
part in this special season, that you
have made your school and your com-
munity extremely proud. Enjoy this
victory. I look forward to rooting for
the Lions next season. Go Lions.

————
FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JACKSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to give
my last speech as a Member of the
House of Representatives.

What an incredible honor this has
been. It has never been lost on me that
the privilege of serving here was grant-
ed by the people I represent, people
who trusted me to listen to them,
speak for them, and conduct myself
with integrity.

Every time I have stepped onto this
floor, I have felt the weight of our Na-
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tion’s history and the hope of millions
of people that we will conduct our-
selves and do work that serves them
well.

One of the joys of serving in Congress
has been the surprise of learning how
much good work you can do if you are
here to do work.

I thank my staff, an incredible group
of young people who woke up every
morning asking themselves: How much
good can I do today? A big part of the
reason serving here was such a joy and
such an honor was because I was able
to do the work with them. I won’t go
down the big list of everything that we
got done, but we were able to do a lot:
improve water systems for small
towns; expand parental leave for mem-
bers of the National Guard, parents
who had earned it; and improve weath-
er radar detection for the people of
North Carolina’s 14th District who
have needed that for decades.

When people come up to me now that
I am leaving and say: Boy, JEFF, I bet
you are glad to be getting out of that
place, I say, no, that hasn’t been my
experience here at all.

Part of the reason that has not been
my experience is because of the two
committees I had an opportunity to
serve on: Armed Services and Science,
Space, and Technology, relatively seri-
ous bipartisan committees, really
about the work. There is not a lot of
shouting going on in the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee.
The Armed Services Committee, for
someone who enlisted as a private 22
years ago, to be a part of classified
briefings with our Nation’s top mili-
tary leaders, what an amazing experi-
ence, what an incredible education. To
anyone who is considering running to
serve, I could not encourage you more
strongly.

However, that said, a word of caution
to everyone back home, as well as any-
one who may be listening. I know that
when you look at Congress, you see a
lot of anger. What I need you to know
is that most of the ones who are angry
here are faking. They know that elic-
iting your outrage is a surefire way to
gain your attention. Some of them
want your attention more than they
want to do a good job. I have seen this
over and over again, that when the
cameras turn off, so does the anger.

There are moments of genuine frus-
tration felt by everyone. It is felt by
me. That is normal in a legislative
body. It is to be expected. The ones
who are always trying to make you
angry, they are faking. It is theater. A
ton of you keep falling for it, and you
owe it to yourselves not to be fooled by
the outrage farmers in Congress.

My request to all of you, to everyone
back home, is don’t reward the theater,
reward the work. If you do that, you
will get more work and less theater. I
thank my colleagues who do their job
in that manner. I thank my staff who
genuinely was a constant source of en-
ergy and inspiration. I thank my fam-
ily who allowed me to be away from

H7243

home to do this work. Lastly, I thank
the people of North Carolina’s 14th Dis-
trict for trusting me to be your voice.
It has been the greatest honor of my
life.

——————

CONGRATULATING JAMES WOOD
HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the James Wood
High School volleyball team for their
remarkable achievement in winning
the Class 4 State championship. The
Colonels have truly made history,
claiming three consecutive State titles
with their latest victory on November
23 in a five-set match against
Courtland High School at the Siegel
Center at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity.

The volleyball program has secured
half of James Wood’s total State titles
in the school’s 75-year history. During
the championship match, the Colonels
were led by two-time State player of
the year Kennedy Spaid with 25 kills,
24 digs, and 4 aces. Alongside her,
three-time first team all-State player
Brenna Corbin had 21 kills, 23 digs, and
3 blocks, while first-year varsity setter
Kylee Plumb had 50 assists along with
15 digs and 12 service points. Their vic-
tory capped off a phenomenal season,
bringing the record to 23-3 and an im-
pressive 3-year total of 76-6.

I want to recognize each player on
this exceptional team: Kennedy Spaid,
Reese Justice, Bella Middleton, Kylee
Plumb, Adeline Pitcock, Kyla Wilhelm,
Tenley Mattison, Katilyn Brannon,
Giselle Norris, Abie Tenney, Brenna
Corbin, and Claire Keefer. I also want
to recognize the outstanding coaching
staff: Head Coach Adrienne Patrick;
Assistant Head Coach Brandy Corbin;
and their managers: Ethan Germeyer,
Ethan Montoya, Fielding Conway, and
Kyleigh Bly.

Madam Speaker, I once again con-
gratulate the 2024 James Wood High
School volleyball team. Virginia’s
Sixth Congressional District is incred-
ibly proud of their accomplishment,
and I wish them continued success in
the season ahead.

RECOGNIZING LOUDOUN STREET MALL’S 50TH

ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise

today to recognize the Loudoun Street

Mall, also known as the Old Town
Walking Mall in the city of Win-
chester.

Over 50 years ago, a group of vision-
ary store owners recognized a shift in
shopping habits and the growing de-
mand for convenient shopping spaces.
In response, downtown businesses came
together to close off two blocks of one
of Winchester’s busiest streets giving
rise to the Loudoun Street Mall.

This bold decision led to the forma-
tion of the Downtown Development
Committee. Composed of Old Town
businessowners, including Betsy Helm,
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Irvin Shendow, Julius Armel, William
Duncan, Lewis Ebert, Larry Goodyear,
Ray Jennings, Frank Loy, Jimmy Wil-
kins, John Lewis, and David Juergens,
who collaborated with city hall in the
early 1970s to bring this vision to life.

While the mall initially thrived, it
faced challenges in the 1980s and strug-
gled for decades. However, in 2013, a re-
vitalization began, bringing new amen-
ities and life back to the area. Today,
the mall is a true treasure of the Win-
chester region and a hub for the com-
munity and tourism.

From the first businessowners like
Irvin Shendow of Bell’s Fine Clothing,
who served as chairman of the Down-
town Development Committee, to then-
State senator William Truban, who en-
abled legislation, to the current city
and business leaders, the Loudoun
Street Mall has become a top destina-
tion for residents and visitors alike.

I am proud to represent the citizens
of the city of Winchester, the Loudoun
Street Mall in the Sixth District of
Virginia, and I am confident it will
continue to thrive for many years to
come.

CONGRATULATING SHERIFF STEVE FUNKHOUSER

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor a remarkable leader
and friend, Rockbridge County Sheriff
Steve Funkhouser, as he prepares to
retire on January 1, 2025.

A proud native of Rockbridge Coun-
ty, Sheriff Funkhouser graduated from
Natural Bridge High School. Inspired
by his family’s commitment to service,
he dedicated his life to protecting our
community and our country.

For almost three decades, Sheriff
Funkhouser honorably served with the
Rockbridge County Sheriff’s Office,
starting his law enforcement career as
a reserve deputy in 1996. He quickly
rose through the ranks becoming a pa-
trolman, investigator, lieutenant, and
chief of patrol. In 2019, he was elected
as the sheriff of Rockbridge County
and Lexington city, winning reelection
overwhelmingly in 2023.

Beyond his role as sheriff, he also
served as a regional director for the
Virginia Sheriff’s Association and as
an officer in the Virginia National
Guard, retiring as a major after over 28
years of dedicated service. He has also
contributed to the community by orga-
nizing Christmas shopping excursions
for local residents of the Rockbridge
County area.

Madam Speaker, please join me in
recognizing Sheriff Funkhouser’s ex-
traordinary commitment to our com-
munity and his nearly 30 years of serv-
ice. I wish him and his family the very
best in his retirement and in the next
chapter of his life.

———

HONORING LIFE AND SERVICE OF
GEORGE WILLIAM HAWTHORNE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) for 56 minutes.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
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and service of my constituent, George
William Hawthorne.

George is a 102-year-old World War II
veteran living in Sidney, Illinois,
whose life has been a testament of
service to God, country, and family.

George grew up in Granville and Ot-
tawa, Illinois, where his family were
faithful attendees of the Congrega-
tional Church.

George’s family has a proud tradition
of service to the country. His family
enlisted in World War I, and George
was active in the Ottawa Cadet Corps.
After high school, George worked sev-
eral jobs to support the war effort fol-
lowing the attack on Pearl Harbor. He
was eager to do more to defend his
country, so he enlisted in the United
States Army Air Forces on October 2,
1942.

Due to the attrition rates among
bomber crews, there was an urgent de-
mand for pilots. George courageously
rose to the challenge. His class of ca-
dets was raced through training at
twice the typical speed to fulfill the
need for pilots, and many cadets
dropped out of the program.

George excelled and won his wings as
second lieutenant on April 14, 1944. He
was set to pilot a B-24 Liberator on a
13-hour flight to the Pacific theater. As
he awaited departure, George became
ill and was hospitalized with a serious
infection.

While in the hospital, his crew left
for the Pacific. Tragically, the plane
went down in the Philippine Sea after
an onboard explosion that claimed the
lives of several crewmates.

George still wanted to do his part to
serve his country. He trained another
crew and prepared for the invasion into
Japan. He flew to Hawaii and was sta-
tioned there when President Truman
made the decision to use atomic
bombs.

George finished out his time in the
service flying a rescue squadron and
was honorably discharged on October
29, 1946. He entered the Air Force Re-
serve and served there until July 31,
1960, attaining the rank of captain.
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Madam Speaker, after leaving the
military, George continued his legacy
of service by investing in his church
community. He attended church regu-
larly and served on multiple boards,
committees, and volunteer projects. He
also raised three wonderful children
with his wife of 64 years, Louise.

Through all his years, George has re-
mained passionate about his country
and the freedom that makes it great.
Like his father before him, George un-
derstands the value and the responsi-
bility of serving in our Nation’s mili-
tary and defending our freedom. He in-
stilled these values in his children and
grandchildren, and many of his family
members have continued George’s leg-
acy of military service.

He remains passionate about defend-
ing liberty, his family, and his right to
practice his faith in Jesus Christ.
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At 102, George is still excited about
the future and has plans for things he
still wants to accomplish. He is thank-
ful to God for all he has been given,
and he loves to talk about his experi-
ences and the lessons he has learned on
his journey through life.

On behalf of Illinois’ 15th Congres-
sional District, it is my honor to recog-
nize Captain George Hawthorne for his
courage and selfless service to our Na-
tion.

PROTECTING PRODUCTION OF
CRITICAL MINERALS AND RARE
EARTH ELEMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, last week, the Chinese Com-
munist Party ordered a trade embargo
on the export of critical minerals to
the United States, minerals like
gallium, which is used in semicon-
ductor manufacturing and also used in
the development of medical and dental
devices.

This embargo by the CCP is yet an-
other warning and a wake-up call: We
need to produce these critical mate-
rials right here in the U.S. It is time to
increase our domestic supply chains
and safeguard our productions against
foreign interference.

These critical materials are used in
the creation of everything from cell
phones to the guidance systems used
by our military. We cannot and should
not allow the Chinese Communist
Party to manipulate what products we
are able to build here in America.

This is the time to act. Government
red tape should not continue to hold up
this necessary manufacturing.

Under President Trump’s leadership
in the new year, we must take decisive
action to approve new permits that
allow the production of critical min-
erals and rare earth elements that are
s0 necessary for our economy.

RECOGNIZING HENRY ‘“JACK”
ROEMER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise to
recognize Jack Roemer of Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, who will cele-
brate his 100th birthday on December
20.

There are so many positive things to
say about Jack. He is one of the most
kindhearted, salt-of-the-earth, intel-
ligent, and witty people I have ever
met. He had a long and successful ca-
reer at R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Com-
pany, where he served as general coun-
sel, vice president, and a member of the
board of directors. He is also a World
War II Navy veteran and served as an
officer on an LST, or a landing ship,
tank.
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The world would be a much better
place if there were more Jack Roemers
in it. May Jack treasure this monu-
mental milestone as he celebrates with
family and friends. Happy 100th birth-
day to Jack, and may God continue to
bless him and give him many more
years on Earth.

ADMIRATION FOR REPRESENTATIVE JENNIFER

WEXTON

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I want
to say how much I admire JENNIFER
WEXTON and the role model she has
been as she has struggled with her dis-
ease.

We saw her here on the floor a few
minutes ago, and I commend her for
her willingness to speak openly about
the challenges that she is facing and to
show the world that one can deal with
such a debilitating disease and con-
tinue to work for her constituents. I
commend her for what she has done.

———
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment bills of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 4467. An act to direct the Under Sec-
retary for Management of the Department of
Homeland Security to assess contracts for
covered services performed by contractor
personnel along the United States land bor-
der with Mexico, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7177. An act to amend title 28, United
States Code, to consolidate certain divisions
in the Northern District of Alabama.

H.R. 7524. An act to amend title 40, United
States Code, to require the submission of re-
ports on certain information technology
services funds to Congress before expendi-
tures may be made, and for other purposes.

H.R. 8219. An act to require the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study to assess
the suitability and feasibility of designating
certain land as the Lahaina National Herit-
age Area, and for other purposes.

H.R. 8413. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain Federal land at Swanson Res-
ervoir and Hugh Butler Reservoir in the
State of Nebraska, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 465. An act to require Federal law en-
forcement agencies to report on cases of
missing or murdered Indians, and for other
purposes.

S. 5300. An act to authorize the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration to reimburse the Town of
Chincoteague, Virginia, for costs directly as-
sociated with the removal and replacement
of certain drinking water wells.

S. 5465. An act to clarify where court may
be held for certain district courts in Texas
and California.

S. 5543. An act to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to prohibit consumer report-
ing agencies from furnishing consumer re-
ports containing adverse items of informa-
tion about a consumer that resulted from
that consumer being unlawfully or wrong-
fully detained abroad or held hostage abroad.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 35
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O eternal God, You are the same yes-
terday, today, and forever. Although
we cannot see You with our eyes, touch
You with our hands, or hear Your voice
with our ears, give us a clear awareness
of Your realness and presence among
us. Reveal to us the hidden power You
wield in our lives and in this world.

Do not let us consider this time and
place as our only reality, that the only
thing that matters is our own perspec-
tive but give us sight to see that there
is so much more than meets our eyes.

Do not let us grasp jealously the
things that we own or which we, by our
efforts, have accomplished, but give us
hands to reach out to lift up one an-
other, to enable each to succeed in dis-
covering and using the skills and tal-
ents with which You have endowed
them.

Do not let us get caught up in the
noise of compliments and accolades or
even criticisms and disparagements but
give us ears to listen to Your wisdom
that we would hear Your own ‘well
done’ when the day has ended.

You, O Lord, are the first and the
last, the alpha and the omega. May our
time and talents be used to glorify
Your eternal name, in which we pray.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BURGESS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.
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CONGRATULATING NICK DAWKINS
ON RECEIVING ALLSTATE
WUERFFEL TROPHY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the outstanding achievement of Penn
State University football player, life-
long Pennsylvanian, and starting cen-
ter, Nick Dawkins.

Nick recently won the Allstate
Wuerffel Trophy, college football’s pre-
mier award for community service.

Every year, this trophy is given to
one player across the country who
combines exemplary community serv-
ice with leadership achievements on
and off the field.

Throughout his time at Penn State,
Nick took great pride in founding the
Dawkins Family Foundation. His foun-
dation has hosted back-to-school sup-
ply drives, organized Christmas present
donations, and continues to support
and provide for children and families
throughout the Pennsylvania commu-
nity.

On the field, Dawkins was named
team captain and continues to have an
outstanding season, helping the
Nittany Lions secure a home football
game in the college football playoffs.
He is a vocal leader who picks up and
supports those around him, both team-
mates and coaches.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Nick on
this outstanding achievement and wish
him and the rest of the Penn State
Nittany Lions good luck this weekend
as they host their first college football
game in Beaver Stadium.

We are.

————

END HUNGER NOW

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, imag-
ine dumping over 30 percent of the food
in our refrigerators into the garbage
every week. That is what we, as a
country, have been doing for decades
with the nearly 80 million tons of food
that goes to waste every year. That is
enough food for nearly 149 billion
meals.

Food waste costs families, busi-
nesses, and municipalities money. It
produces greenhouse gases that drive
climate change, and it means fewer
people have access to nutritious food.

I am proud to be from Massachusetts,
a State who is taking this problem se-
riously. A study recently published in
the Journal of Science called my home
State a benchmark for success in re-
ducing food waste through our success-
ful commercial food waste ban, exten-
sive infrastructure network, and robust
inspection program.

Last month, Boston Mayor Wu’s Of-
fice of Food Justice issued a report to
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bolster food recovery efforts and im-
prove food security.

I urge my colleagues from across the
country to learn more about our efforts
in Massachusetts to reduce food waste
and end hunger now.

RECOGNIZING PHYLLIS COOLIDGE

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Phyllis
Coolidge and the thousands of Nebras-
kans among America’s 6 million Rosie
the Riveters, who earlier this year
were awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal for their role in achieving vic-
tory in the Second World War as mem-
bers of our Nation’s workforce.

At 19 years old, Phyllis Coolidge
began working at the Cornhusker
Army Ammunition Plant near Grand
Island, Nebraska, which employed
some 15,000 workers between 1942 and
1945.

Reflecting on her experience, Phyllis
said: I just went to work. It was some-
thing we were doing for the war effort.

Even her 59-year-old mother worked
alongside her, a testament to the ex-
traordinary willingness of Nebraskans
to do their patriotic duty.

A resident of McCook, Nebraska,
Phyllis is now 102 years of age, and her
irrepressible can-do attitude is a prime
example of the unity and resolve of the
American people during one of the
most challenging times in our Nation’s
history.

Recently, in one of the most mean-
ingful moments of my time here in
Congress, I had the privilege of pre-
senting a gold coin to her, thanking
her, and introducing her to my own
family.

From the vital impact of our Rosie
the Riveters to the monumental vol-
unteerism of the North Platte Canteen,
doing our part was at the heart of Ne-
braska’s rich history of home-front
contributions to the war effort. Nebras-
kans understood that, as Americans,
we are all in this together, and so
many volunteers answered the call.

——

DISAPPROVAL OF BLANKET PRES-
IDENTIAL PARDON FOR HUNTER
BIDEN

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my dis-
approval of Joe Biden’s decision to
issue a blanket pardon for his son,
Hunter Biden.

During the time covered by the par-
don, Hunter was working for entities
controlled by foreign governments
without registering as a foreign agent.

According to the House Oversight
Committee, $20 million in cash and dia-
monds was paid to Biden LLCs by enti-
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ties controlled by China, Russia, Ro-
mania, and Ukraine. Yet, there were no
Foreign Agents Registration Act
charges.

Now, Biden issued his son a blanket
pardon covering a decade of illicit ac-
tivity. Hunter’s crimes were published
in the ‘“Marco Polo Report.” This re-
port can be found at bidenreport.com.

The American people deserve to
know the truth.

———

MONTH OF WAR CRIMINAL PUTIN
FAILURES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, b years ago, partnering with
Speaker MIKE JOHNSON and National
Security Advisor designee MIKE WALTZ,
we called for sanctions on corrupt
Bidzina Ivanishvili, the puppet of Putin
in Georgia, in the Republican Study
Committee’s National Security Strat-
egy.

It is time to impose these sanctions
as war criminal Putin tries to destroy
Georgian democracy. War criminal
Putin continues to threaten global sta-
bility, but he can be defeated, as evi-
denced by the fall of the Assad dicta-
torship in Syria, with the expelling of
Putin’s military from Syrian bases, as
well as the rebuke of Russian interven-
tion this week in Romania, with defeat
last month in Moldova, as Putin still
occupies territory in Georgia.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has courageously offered
wheat to Syria after war criminal
Putin announced he would cease all
grain exports.

Turkiye is appreciated for its leader-
ship as a NATO ally for leading in
Syria with its call for democratic elec-
tions and protection of Christians and
minorities.

I agree with President Donald
Trump, who said yesterday that: I
think Tirkiye is very smart’” and that
Tirkiye is key to what happens next in
Syria.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators puts all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent, as warned by the FBI.
Trump will be reinstating laws to pro-
tect American families with peace
through strength.

——————

BIDDING FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

(Mr. BANKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today one final time in this Chamber
after 8 years of serving northeast Indi-
ana in the House of Representatives.

I thank my supporters, my friends,
and my family, who have allowed me
the great honor of serving in Congress.
I will always be grateful to them.

Most of all, I thank my wife, Aman-
da; and our three daughters, Lillian,
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Elizabeth, and Joann. I am only able to
do this job because of the sacrifices
that they make.

I thank my incredible staff over the
last 8 years for their hard work on be-
half of my constituents as well.

I am proud of where I come from, and
it has been an honor to represent the
best place in the world and the best
people in the world in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

This is the greatest country in the
history of the world, and we have a
duty to keep it that way.

I am thankful on behalf of my great
State of Indiana, though I will have an
opportunity to continue to serve my
country and my State in January be-
ginning in the United States Senate.

It has been an incredible honor to
serve the people of Indiana.

RECOGNIZING MEDINA MAYOR
VANCE COLEMAN FOR 20 YEARS
OF PUBLIC SERVICE

(Mr. KUSTOFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUSTOFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Vance Coleman,
who recently retired as the mayor of
Medina, Tennessee, after 20 years.

In 2004, 20 years ago, Vance was ap-
proached to run for mayor by citizens
who thought his involvement with the
school system and his deep affection
for Medina made him a great can-
didate.

Mr. Speaker, Vance Coleman was
elected mayor of Medina in 2004, and
the population of Medina has grown by
four times since he became mayor.

Mayor Coleman was instrumental in
constructing the new municipal build-
ing, updating the city’s infrastructure,
and prioritizing public safety by ex-
panding the police and fire depart-
ments.

Under his leadership, the Medina
Sports Complex was opened to better
serve the needs of athletes and chil-
dren. Vance Coleman made Medina a
great place to live and to raise a fam-
ily. Vance’s integrity and his commit-
ment to family has been the foundation
of his service.

He and his wife, Kay, have been mar-
ried for over 40 years. After two dec-
ades of dedicated service, Medina is a
better place to live, work, and raise a
family because of Mayor Coleman.

I congratulate Vance on a job well
done. Roberta and I wish him the best
in his next chapter.

————
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SHINING A LIGHT ON THE INJUS-
TICES BLACK WOMEN FACE IN
OUR NATION

(Mrs. LEE CARTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. LEE CARTER. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise to shine light on various
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injustices that Black women and many
people face in our Nation, our work-
places, and our healthcare system.

I just left a hearing of the Sub-
committee on Crime and Federal Gov-
ernment Surveillance where we dis-
cussed the 2023 hate crime report,
which reported increases in hate
crimes based on race, religion, and gen-
der. In my community, we specifically
have more hate crimes against Black
transgender women.

I am also standing here in honor of
the women that, even in their work-
places, are 2.5 times more likely to
have their hair labeled as unpro-
fessional. Twenty percent of Black
women aged 25 to 34 have been sent
home from work because of their hair.

This isn’t about style; it is about sys-
temic bias that polices our identities.

I am so glad that Ms. PRESSLEY has
reintroduced the CROWN Act and that
my mother, Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, supported it. I helped to
get it passed in Harris County. We are
the first county in Texas to pass a
local version of the CROWN Act. While
our State government of Texas did pass
the CROWN Act statewide, they have
yet to properly enforce it. Students
have been sent home, denied their edu-
cation, and treated unfairly just be-
cause of the crown on their head.

———

HONORING ART DEL CUETO’S RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE U.S. BOR-
DER PATROL

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate my friend, Art Del Cueto,
who is retiring from the U.S. Border
Patrol after more than 20 years of serv-
ice.

Art’s life and career have shaped his
views and understanding of the dynam-
ics of the southern border. He grew up
in Douglas, Arizona, directly across the
border from Agua Prieta, Sonora, and
freely shares stories of how different
the border was in the days of his youth.

For the last 20 years, he has patrolled
in the Tucson sector, which is consist-
ently one of the busiest sectors in the
country.

Art has made it his mission to ensure
every American can understand the
need for border security and is a pro-
lific commentator in the news and
hosts ‘““The Green Line’’ podcast, bring-
ing the truths of the border straight to
the listeners.

Art is one of the most knowledgeable
people on the Arizona border. He has
hosted President Trump, Vice Presi-
dent-elect Vance, incoming border czar
Tom Homan, and dozens of Members of
Congress.

There are countless stories I could
share from these trips, such as watch-
ing an alien shimmy over the border
wall to be promptly apprehended by
Border Patrol, meeting coyotes waiting
on the Mexican side for the oppor-
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tunity to cross alien groups, discov-
ering a group of young women and chil-
dren left alone in the desert by their
smugglers and simply told by the
coyotes to wait for Border Patrol.

Mr. Speaker, these examples are only
a small fraction of what Art has seen
over the course of his career. He is a
great friend to me and a true American
patriot. I am grateful to know him and
honored to share his story here with
you today. I wish him the best as he
moves into the next chapter of his life.

————

MORE PAPERWORK FOR CAR
BUYING

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am
not sure that when you go to get a per-
mit to rebuild your roof or go open a
new bank account that you think:
Could I do even more paperwork?

Well, that is going to be applied to
cars now and other vehicles through
the FTC, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion. They finalized a new rule to do
just that to small business dealerships,
the so-called CARS Rule.

An estimate of this rule by the Cen-
ter for Automotive Research claims it
will add at least 1 more hour to pur-
chasing a vehicle and over $24 billion in
new regulatory costs across the 40 mil-
lion transactions expected for con-
sumer vehicles and hundreds of mil-
lions of consumer inquiries expected
each year.

Even though this rule was supposed
to only affect consumer sales, the FTC
recently stated it would now apply to
heavy-duty trucks, tractor-trailers,
and schoolbuses, as well, which are al-
most exclusively bought by businesses
and governments, not consumers.

Not even once did the FTC mention
the words ‘‘heavy-duty trucks” or
“‘commercial transactions’ in their
original proposal or the cost-benefit
analysis that they are required to
carry out.

A business buying a new cement
truck and a family buying a minivan
are two very different things. It only
makes sense in the mind of a Wash-
ington bureaucrat that they somehow
should be regulated the same way.

Next Congress, we need to fix or nix
this sort of thing.

—————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 115, MIDNIGHT RULES
RELIEF ACT

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1616 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1616

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 115) to amend chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, to provide for
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en bloc consideration in resolutions of dis-
approval for ‘“‘midnight rules’’, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill shall be consid-
ered as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall
be considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
are waived. The previous question shall be
congsidered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary or their respective designees; and (2)
one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STRONG). The gentleman from Texas is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, last
night the House Committee on Rules
met to report a rule providing for con-
sideration of H.R. 115, the Midnight
Rules Relief Act under a closed rule.
The rule provides for 1 hour of general
debate equally divided between the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary or
their respective designees. It also pro-
vides one motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, first off, I will start
today by saying thank you to everyone
who has prayed for our family and sent
letters, flowers, and best wishes over
the past 2 weeks. Your thoughts and
your prayers have helped our family as
we deal with an almost unimaginable
crisis with the loss of our beloved
daughter, Christine. The support from
everyone in this body has been over-
whelming, and I hope everyone knows
that my family appreciates the sup-
port. We met overwhelming grief with
overwhelming support, and for that I
want to thank people.

With today possibly being the last
time I manage this debate, and if this
body will indulge me, I will express my
sincere gratitude for the opportunity of
a lifetime to serve as chairman of the
exceptional Rules Committee.

When I was first elected in 2003, I
could never have imagined serving in
this capacity and performing such an
important role in our legislative proc-
ess. Throughout my career, I have
made a point of always saying ‘‘yes’ to
a challenge. When Speaker JOHNSON
called me, I knew I had no choice but
to accept. Serving on this committee,
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let alone assuming the role of chair-
man, has not been an easy ride, and the
legislative process is not as smooth as
what we learned in ‘‘Schoolhouse
Rock!,” but it has only allowed me and
my appreciation for the House of Rep-
resentatives to grow further. I am for-
ever grateful for the opportunity to
serve as its chairman.

It has given me a front-row seat to
history, and whether I agreed with the
decisions being made or not, this com-
mittee continues to be a model for how
Members conduct themselves in the
House of Representatives, respectful
but ever-passionate, and I hope you all
continue with that strong and honor-
able tradition in the next year because
the American people have high expec-
tations, but, frankly, they deserve the
best from us.

I also will take a moment and thank
the Rules Committee itself, my per-
sonal staff, the Rules Committee staff,
who have worked so hard to ensure
that I am prepared every day and that
this body can conduct its work effi-
ciently. For the past 22 years, I have
been blessed to be surrounded by an
amazing, smart, and talented staff.
Without each of them, I would not have
gotten to where I am today.

I thank my Republican colleagues for
your continued commitment to
prioritizing legislation that is always
in the best interest of Americans. You
all have a tall order next year, but hav-
ing gotten to know each of you over
my time here, I have every bit of con-
fidence that this House is up to the
task.

I appreciate Mr. Speaker’s indul-
gence, and now we will get on to the
business at hand.

Yesterday, the Rules Committee met
to report on a rule providing for con-
sideration of legislation that is as
timely as it is fundamental to our con-
stitutional checks and balances. The
Congressional Review Act, or CRA,
provides the primary legislative check
on regulatory overreach by allowing
Congress to reverse a rule by resolu-
tion. However, that is a single rule, and
Congress’ ability to keep up with these
new regulations is constrained by its
ability to write and pass new bills as
fast as an administration can send
them out with trillions of taxpayer dol-
lars and resources at their disposal.

Administrations of both political
parties tend to overwhelm Congress at
the end of their term with hundreds of
new rules. These are known as mid-
night rules, representing billions of
dollars of new regulatory burden in the
span of just a few short weeks. Con-
gress has historically struggled to keep
pace. The executive branch has ex-
ploited the inefficiency of the Congres-
sional Review Act because bureaucrats
know that Congress simply does not
have the time or the resources to con-
sider hundreds of rules, draft a bill for
each one, and get each one signed into
law by the time that rule would take
effect. The result is our constituents
bear the burden of this new bureau-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

cratic cost without any accountability
to eliminate it. H.R. 115 makes a small
change to existing law to allow Con-
gress to catch up to this expected on-
slaught of new regulations as the
Biden-Harris administration leaves of-
fice.

The bill will streamline the process
Congress already employs with respect
to executive rulemaking. It does not
change the lookback timeframe, con-
gressional prerogatives to block simi-
lar rules, nor does it eliminate or con-
strain the executive rulemaking au-
thority in any way. These things are
already in existing law.

All it does is simply allow what Con-
gress can already do in one bill instead
of hundreds. Doing so will allow Con-
gress to keep up with the rapid pace of
midnight rules, reining in the Federal
bureaucracy at a time when histori-
cally it is its most aggressive.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the rule and the underlying
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, before
I begin, I will take a moment to recog-
nize my colleague, Chairman MICHAEL
BURGESS.

First, I will let him know that he and
his family will remain in our prayers
during the difficult time that he is now
dealing with, and we all will keep your
daughter in our prayers, as well.

As he also mentioned in his opening
remarks, this is the last time that he
will be managing a rule on the House
floor before his retirement. While it is
no secret that Congressman BURGESS
and I have rarely agreed on issues be-
fore us—we probably can’t even agree
on what to have for lunch—I have al-
ways respected his dedication. I have
always respected his diligence and his
service to this institution, and I know
how much he loves this country.

I know I speak for all of us when I
say that we appreciate his years of
hard work and we wish him all the
very, very best. We look forward to
working with him in other capacities.
He has placed his official portrait right
in front of me in the Rules Committee,
so I will constantly think of him.

In any event, Mr. Speaker, now for
the matter at hand while we are all on
the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I wish I could stand
here today under different cir-
cumstances and I wish I didn’t have to
open my remarks with the news of an-
other senseless tragedy, but here we
are again. Yet another school shooting,
this time at Abundant Life Christian
School in Madison, Wisconsin. Inno-
cent people killed; innocent people in-
jured just days before Christmas.

Let’s think about that for a moment.

Innocent people killed and injured
while the Republican leadership in this
Congress does absolutely nothing about
the epidemic of gun violence in this
country. Nothing at all. It is shameful.

How many times are we going to let
this happen? How many more shootings
before we decide enough is enough?
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This House should be moving heaven
and earth to pass legislation to save
lives. Instead, Republicans are wasting
more time on yet another bill that does
nothing and will go absolutely no-
where.

O 1230

This so-called Midnight Rules Relief
Act that we are considering is not
about helping the American people. It
is not about protecting kids from gun
violence. It is not about making our
communities safer. This bill is about
one thing only: giving handouts to cor-
porate special interests.

Republicans are gutting critical pro-
tections that keep our air clean, water
safe, and economy fair because they
want to give corporate special interests
free rein to pollute, cheat, and exploit
the system. This is about helping bil-
lionaires and big donors at the expense
of everyone else.

While we waste time on this non-
sense, kids continue to die in class-
rooms and parents continue to live in
fear every time they drop their chil-
dren off at school.

We should be voting on the assault
weapons ban. We should be voting on
universal background checks. We
should be closing dangerous loopholes
that allow deadly weapons to fall into
the wrong hands.

Republicans don’t want to do any of
that. Why? Follow the money. Follow
the money. Look at who the NRA do-
nates to.

That is how Washington works. It is
all one big giveaway for the special in-
terests and those at the top who want
to profit off gun sales.

I find it shameful. It is horrific that
Republicans refuse to break free from
the grip of the gun lobby.

Instead, we are here debating a bill
that helps billionaire corporations and
hurts everyday Americans. That is
what we are doing in this Chamber
today. What a disgrace, Mr. Speaker.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, 1 re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ), a
distinguished member of the Rules
Committee.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, Americans want safety in the
products they buy and the food they
eat. Republicans, with this bill, will
undermine the regulations that provide
Americans peace of mind.

The government’s job is to keep us
safe, to put people’s health and safety
over corporate profits, but Republicans
want to side with profit-making cor-
porations and their billionaire buddies
over the people’s interests.

H.R. 115 would allow congressional
Republicans to reverse dozens of agen-
cy rules at once, in one fell swoop,
without careful consideration by pro-
fessionals or regard for the safety of
American families. This bill would help
corporations cut corners at the expense
of families across the country.
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We have seen what happens when
rules and regulations aren’t in place.
Think back to when cars became dead-
ly fire traps after car accidents because
there were no safety regulations. Re-
member the defective airbags that ex-
ploded, taking lives instead of saving
them?

Without regulations, those car com-
panies would have been able to go on
doing that. Regulations make sure that
salmonella does not enter our food sup-
ply and sicken millions.

Because they don’t like regulations,
because their corporate friends don’t
like regulations, in one simple bill, Re-
publicans would eliminate dozens of
agency rules, including a rule to re-
place lead pipes so communities have
safe drinking water.

There are almost 10 million Amer-
ican households and—listen to this
number—400,000 school and childcare
centers that are served by lead service
lines, pipes, or other fixtures. In some
of our Republican districts, there are
tens of thousands of families and chil-
dren exposed to lead pipes.

Why are they putting their corporate
interests over the health and safety of
those who are drinking water from lead
pipes?

The Biden administration’s October
2024 rule makes sure that those dan-
gerous lead pipes would be replaced,
but if Republicans get their way, this
rule could be on the chopping block
without any discussion in Congress.

This Republican bill could also elimi-
nate a proposed rule to expand access
to contraception. Women deserve to
know that Republicans can’t seem to
stop going after our reproductive
healthcare, this time by reducing our
access to basic contraception. Really,
Republicans just can’t seem to respect
women’s rights to basic healthcare.

The Republican bill could also elimi-
nate a rule to establish safety stand-
ards for infant support cushions and
even a rule to finally implement the
National Suicide Hotline Act. Once
again, because Republicans know that
these regulations are popular with the
American public, they want to elimi-
nate them without discussion or de-
bate.

““Midnight’’ is probably a good name
to give to this bill because it is an in-
the-dark attack on our ability to pro-
tect Americans now and in the future.

Congress already has a bill. If they
want to reverse a regulation, they can
do it. They can come on the floor and
let the American people know why
they want to do it so the American
people are not in the dark.

This bill would let Republicans deny
women’s contraception. It would let
them hide their work to weaken chil-
dren’s safety and hide the fact that
they are turning their back on the sui-
cide hotline.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote against this rule and against this
bill.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 2 minutes.
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These are interesting talking points
that have come up against a bill that
the minority purportedly says didn’t
do anything in the first place. Let’s
look at what the facts of the case are.

This bill does nothing to change how
the Congressional Review Act works. It
does not change the look-back period
for disapproving rules. It remains 60
legislative days from the point at
which a rule is put in the Federal Reg-
ister. That is current law.

It does not change whether Congress
can block substantially similar rules.
Congress is already able to do that. It
is authorized under law and unchanged
by this bill.

It does not proactively constrain or
eliminate executive rulemaking au-
thority.

All this bill does is allow Congress to
do what it already can do in a single
bill rather than having to file multiple
bills.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, since this is possibly
the last time the Rules Committee will
be on the House floor for this Congress,
I wanted to take a moment to review
some things—the dysfunction, the
chaos, the incompetence, the extre-
mism, and the broken promises that
have become the new norm under this
failed Republican majority.

Republicans came into power talking
about openness, transparency, and reg-
ular order. Regular order, my foot. All
they have done is delivered a master
class in dysfunction, extremism, and
behind-closed-doors lawmaking.

They promised openness and debate,
and they basically broke that promise
the moment they took power. They
presided over the most closed, the most
undemocratic, and the most restrictive
House of Representatives certainly
since I have been here and probably
ever.

Republicans shattered their own
record for closed rules, 115 closed rules
in total. Fifty-seven percent of the
rules advanced by this committee were
closed. That is a 29 percent increase
over the last Congress, which they had
the gall to criticize at the time.

Understand that a closed rule means
no amendments—no amendments, no
debate, no nothing. A bill goes to the
floor, and we take it or leave it.

Closed rules may be appropriate at
some times, but the unprecedented
number of closed rules here isn’t just a
failure of process. It is a deliberate
choice by Republican leaders to silence
the voices of Members on both sides of
the aisle.

All told, this majority rejected near-
ly 6,000 amendments in Congress.
Eighty-two percent of them were
Democratic amendments blocked by
Republicans. It didn’t stop there.
Sixty-seven percent of Dbipartisan
amendments, proposals that could have
brought this House together and deliv-
ered results for the American people,
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were blocked by the Republicans. They
actively rejected bipartisanship.

Here is the most shocking number:
Republicans blocked 57 percent of their
own amendments. They didn’t just box
out Democrats. They boxed out a lot of
their own people who wanted to bring
amendments to the floor and have de-
bates and votes. They blocked more
than half of their own amendments. If
I were a Republican, I would be asking:
What the hell is going on around here?
Why is this majority so afraid of de-
bate?

We haven’t even touched on their in-
competence and dysfunction yet. Mul-
tiple times this Congress, we heard
from Republican witnesses on bills that
they never brought to the floor. Mul-
tiple times they would pass something
through the Rules Committee only to
never bring it up for a vote on final
passage.

They still have not sent 13 bills they
passed over to the Senate. Do these
guys need to watch ‘‘Schoolhouse
Rock!”? I mean, a bill can’t become
law if you don’t send it over to the
Senate.

They are half-passing their crappy
bills. You literally can’t make this
stuff up, Mr. Speaker. They have
waived regular order dozens and dozens
of times, skipping hearings and mark-
ups and sidelining committees of juris-
diction that have extensive expertise
on policy matters.

Let’s not forget how we started this
Congress—with 5 days and 15 ballots
just to elect a Speaker, a Speaker who
handed over his gavel to the most ex-
treme elements of the Republican
Party. Then, 9 months later, the MAGA
extremists fired him anyway. They
fired him anyway, and they plunged
the House into 3 weeks of complete pa-
ralysis and total chaos; 3 weeks where
Congress couldn’t move, couldn’t legis-
late, couldn’t do anything all because
of Republican incompetence; 3 weeks
where Republicans sat around and ar-
gued with themselves and did nothing
at all about the urgent crises facing
this country.

That is beyond dysfunction, Mr.
Speaker. It is more than a waste of
time. It is pathetic. If this were the
private sector, they would all be fired.
Republicans sat around and did noth-
ing for weeks on end while Democrats
pleaded with them to do something,
anything, and they did nothing.

Then, somehow, things got worse be-
cause Speaker JOHNSON didn’t end the
dysfunction. He doubled down. Under
his leadership, Republicans issued 56
closed rules in his first 9 months.

Things went from bad to worse. Rule
votes failed time and again, a stunning
humiliation for this Republican leader-
ship. For context, Mr. Speaker, before
this Congress, the last time a rule
failed on the House floor was over 20
years ago, in 2002. Now, it is becoming
routine because Republicans can’t even
pass their own bills.

They said they would complete all 12
appropriations bills before the August
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2023 recess—another broken promise.
They said this year that they would fi-
nally get their act together—another
broken promise because here they are,
the week before Christmas, trying to
pass another stopgap funding bill that
nobody has even seen the text for.

Where is it? Where is it? Is it hiding
behind a desk somewhere in the Cham-
ber? Is it under the Christmas tree?
With Republicans in charge of this
place, maybe the Grinch stole it.

Maybe we will see the text before we
get to vote on it. Who knows with this
majority.

It is just astounding, astounding in-
competence and chaos. It is honestly
pathetic. Republicans have run this
place like a dictatorship, Mr. Speaker,
and they don’t even have anything to
show for it.

This has been the most ineffective
Congress in American history, the few-
est laws passed in the first year of any
Congress since the Great Depression.
Maybe, just maybe, it is because Re-
publicans prioritize extremism and
handouts for corporations and billion-
aires over solutions for everyday peo-
ple.

Even when they did work to address
real challenges, like avoiding a cata-
strophic debt default, keeping the gov-
ernment open, or delivering essential
foreign aid, it was Democrats who
stepped up every time and got those
bills over the finish line. They needed
our votes every time.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that Repub-
licans end this Congress the way they
began it: Shutting down voices, shut-
ting down ideas, and shutting off de-
bate.
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The American people deserve better.
I think that is why the other side actu-
ally lost seats in this election. Control
of this Chamber was decided by 7,309
votes across three districts out of 148
million votes cast for House candidates
nationwide. That is not a mandate for
chaos, Mr. Speaker, it is an indictment
of this majority’s failed leadership, and
I shudder to think of how bad things
will get next year if Republicans don’t
change things up.

Given their razor-thin margin next
Congress, the way for them to do that
is pretty obvious to me: They need to
stop the extremism. They need to stop
the extremism, and they need to get to
work with Democrats to get stuff done.

That is the path ahead. That is what
the American people want, and I hope
my Republican friends will take it so
we can work together for the good of
the American people. All of us in this
Chamber should be disappointed in the
record of this Congress.

My Republican friends, in particular,
should be disappointed with their failed
leadership. That has to change. People
have to come first. We have to solve
the problems that are facing average
people in this country, and we have an
opportunity to do that. It is to turn
away from the practices of this past
Congress.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, can I just point out for
the record that the number of rules
produced by this Rules Committee
under this Republican majority is more
than the number of rules that were
produced in the previous Congress
under a Democrat majority. That is
just a fact of life.

Look, I recognize this time of year, it
does get tense. The ranking member
knows well that the committee has to
remain flexible to be able to give the
Speaker the tools he needs to get done
whatever needs to be done for the gov-
ernment to be funded for the end of
yvear. It is not always a pretty process.
It wasn’t when Democrats were in
charge, and certainly this year, the
challenge remains.

I do want to say this: The motion to
vacate the Speaker a year and some
months ago was a mistake. It was a
mistake brought to the floor by indi-
viduals who had a particular axe to
grind, and they ground it. It hurt the
country, and it was wrong.

We are so fortunate that Speaker
JOHNSON stepped forward. He took the
challenge that the Conference provided
him, and he has provided excellent
stewardship in the 16 months that have
followed. We are enormously grateful
as a Nation, especially at this time at
the end of the year where we are giving
thanks and we are looking around and
counting our blessings.

Well, one of those blessings that fam-
ilies should count is Speaker MIKE
JOHNSON because he has really placed
the future of his country front and cen-
ter in his life. His family has had to
make sacrifices, and he has had to
make sacrifices.

Yes, we have made some sacrifices on
the Rules Committee. I freely admit
that, but this country is worth that. As
we wrap this up—and this may not be
the last rule of the year. You never
know. The excitement is always around
every corner. As we conclude this de-
bate, I, for one, just want to say how
grateful I am to the Speaker of the
House, MIKE JOHNSON, for the work
that he has done in delivering us and
getting us here. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for his response, but maybe one of the
reasons why you had the number of
rules you did is because you had to
keep on redoing them because they ei-
ther failed on the House floor or they
couldn’t pass the House floor.

When the gentleman says that it was
a mistake to vacate the Speaker’s
chair, it wasn’t a mistake. It was some-
thing that the gentleman and the Re-
publicans deliberately did by changing
the rules to make it easier for any sin-
gle Member to vacate the chair to get
rid of the Speaker.

That was a deliberate change in the
rules that Republicans made possible
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because they were afraid of the extrem-
ists. They sided with the extremists in
their Conference.

Again, I have nothing but personal
high regard for the current Speaker of
the House, but I don’t think it is appro-
priate to say that Republicans are nec-
essarily happy with his leadership.

I am just reading a quote from one of
my Republican colleagues here who
said that the Speaker’s overseeing of
the CR process, the continuing resolu-
tion process, is—and I am saying this
directly—a ‘‘dumpster fire.”” A dump-
ster fire.

All T am pleading with my Repub-
lican friends to do is to change your
ways as we enter the new Congress, to
actually make this place function in a
way that doesn’t always cave in to the
extreme, rightwing, MAGA elements of
your Conference and actually put peo-
ple first.

We all don’t have to agree on every-
thing to agree on something, but the
way my Republican friends run this
place, even something we agree on, we
can’t get to the floor.

Maybe if we open the process up a lit-
tle bit more, and we don’t try to break
this Congress’ record for having the
most closed rules, maybe we will have
a deliberative process, and we can get
some stuff done and the American peo-
ple might have some confidence in this
institution.

Right now, this place is not func-
tioning. This is the least productive
Congress that I can ever recall, perhaps
even in history. I don’t think that that
is kind of the title that anybody should
want to aspire to.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 1 minute.

Mr. Speaker, I would just point out
that in the last election that the gen-
tleman keeps referring to, Republicans
did prevail. They prevailed up and
down, Presidency, the Senate, and the
House. It is a narrow margin to be sure,
but it keeps you on your toes when you
are trying to manage a very slim ma-
jority.

I think for the first time in history,
there is a larger majority in the Senate
than there will be in the House in the
next Congress. The American people
heard a vision articulated by our Presi-
dential candidate, President Trump,
and they responded to it.

I mean, what has failed the last 2
years has been leadership from the
White House. It has been nonexistent.
We are entering a time where there
will be a bold vision for America, ar-
ticulated by soon-to-be 47th President
Donald J. Trump. I, for one, am grate-
ful and looking forward to his leader-
ship on that.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I respond to the gen-
tleman that I think that when you
look at the numbers, the election was
pretty close.
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Yeah, unfortunately, for people who
think like me, Donald Trump became
President. I think that is a terrible
thing for the country, but that is what
ended up happening.

At the same time, the American peo-
ple voted to lower their margin here in
the House. Maybe that is because the
American people are paying more at-
tention to what is happening in this
Chamber and not liking what they are
seeing, what they are hearing.

I think the message of the last elec-
tion, given how close everything is, is
the American people want us to work
together, because if not, we are not
going to get very much done. I think
there are a lot of things that we need
to do.

I began my opening today referring
to the terrible tragedy in Madison,
Wisconsin. I think the American people
would like us to do something to pre-
vent gun violence in this country.

I think they want us to do more to
lower prices. I think they want us to do
more to increase wages, to make hous-
ing more affordable and accessible for
people. I think they want us to take on
the pharmaceutical industry, which we
have tried to do under the last two
Democratic Presidents, but my Repub-
lican friends seem to always be critical
of those efforts to lower prescription
drug prices, but they want to have
healthcare costs lower.

They want us to take on everyday
problems. I don’t think you can do that
if all you bring to the floor are extrem-
ist measures, measures that, quite
frankly, play well with a small group
of hard, rightwing conservatives in this
country, but have no appeal to any-
body else.

Mr. Speaker, we are here in the after-
math of yet another senseless gun mas-
sacre, another preventable loss of life.
Yet, this majority would rather do the
bidding of special interests than ad-
dress an actual crisis facing our Na-
tion.

The bill we are talking about here
today on regulations, again, is big cor-
porations’ dream come true. It is a way
to eliminate regulation designed to
protect the well-being and the safety of
the American people without having a
lot of debate and just doing it all at
once with a bunch of repeals all
bunched together, and just giving big
corporations what they want. I think
that is a terrible idea.

Big corporations don’t speak for the
people I represent in Worcester. Big
corporations, quite frankly, are work-
ing overtime to try to deny my con-
stituents the fair shake that they all
want so that they can make more prof-
its.

My colleagues on the other side need
to take a hard look in the mirror. They
need to ask themselves, again, on the
issue of gun violence, how many more
shootings until they find the courage
to stand up to the gun lobby and actu-
ally do something.

The American people are watching,
and they are tired of this cowardice.
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They want us to act. They want us to
keep people safe. They sure as hell
don’t want us wasting their time on
corporate giveaways like the ones con-
tained in the legislation that we are
going to be debating later today.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. I
urge my colleagues to reject this
shameful bill and start doing the job
we were sent here to do, protecting the
people we serve, helping to even the
playing field, helping to give people
more hope that their life will improve
in the future.

I urge a ‘‘no”” vote on this rule, a
“no”” vote on the underlying bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the Congressional Re-
view Act, a lot of times, people don’t
think about it. It is not something that
registers or strikes a lot of cords in
people’s souls, but let me just tell you
something, we all have those moments
in our lives: I remember where 1 was
when the man landed on the Moon. I
remember where I was when a world
leader died. I remember where I was
when the Congressional Review Act
was allowed to go into law under
George W. Bush early in his adminis-
tration that prevented the institution
of what was called the repetitive injury
rule.

I ran a small medical practice at the
time, not a big business. I had 50 em-
ployees in my office, and I was going to
have to change every computer ter-
minal, every keyboard, and every key-
board rest to be in compliance with the
repetitive injury rule that some agency
in the Federal Government had pro-
duced.

Congress, early in the days of the
Bush administration, passed the Con-
gressional Review Act, which reversed
this rule. I remember pulling into my
driveway one evening, probably early
the year 2001. We didn’t have cable
news and 24-hour news back then. I was
listening to NPR on the radio.

The news came across the wire that
Congress had repealed this Federal rule
that was going to cost me tens of thou-
sands of dollars in my small medical
practice. Although that was a small
step for man, a giant leap for mankind,
it was at that moment I realized in my
mind the importance of my Represent-
ative looking at the rules that are pro-
duced by a Federal agency. I didn’t
need more paperwork to make my life
safe at that point.

Clearly, I urge this body to support
the rule and the underlying legislation.
The bill allows Congress to more effi-
ciently review rules issued during the
midnight hours of the President’s term
by reviewing more than one rule at a
time. This change would let Congress
properly oversee agency rulemaking in
the period when a disproportionate
amount of rulemaking historically oc-
curs.

Mr. Speaker, for perhaps the last
time, I yield back the balance of my
time, and I move the previous question
on the resolution.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 59
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1330

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BosT) at 1 o’clock and 30
minutes p.m.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

Ordering the previous question on
House Resolution 1616; and

Adoption of House Resolution 1616, if
ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 115, MIDNIGHT RULES
RELIEF ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering
the previous question on the resolution
(H. Res. 1616) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 115) to amend
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code,
to provide for en bloc consideration in
resolutions of disapproval for ‘‘mid-
night rules’’, and for other purposes, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 207, nays
192, not voting 30, as follows:

[Roll No. 506]

YEAS—207
Aderholt Allen Arrington
Alford Amodei Babin
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Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Donalds
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu

Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Lopez
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Massie
Mast
McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro

NAYS—192

Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
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Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (TA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Palmer
Pence
Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wied
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating

Kelly (IL)
Kennedy

Khanna Napolitano Sherrill
Kildee Neal Slotkin
Kilmer Neguse Smith (WA)
Krishnamoorthi Nickel Sorensen
Kuster Norcross Soto
Landsman Ocasio-Cortez Spanberger
Larsen (WA) Omar Stansbury
Larson (CT) Pallone Stanton
Lee (CA) Panetta Stevens
Lee (NV) Pappas Strickland
iee éPAt) geltola Suozzi
ee Carter erez
Leger Fernandez Peters g;vle{nizvell
Levin Pettersen Takano
Lofgren Pingree Thanedar
Lynch Pocan
. : Thompson (CA)
Magaziner Quigley Thompson (MS)
Manning Ramirez . D
Madtsui Raskin Tlaib
McBath Ross Toknda
McClellan Ruiz Tonko
McCollum Ruppersberger Torres (CA)
McGarvey Ryan Torres (NY)
McGovern Salinas Underwood
Mclver Sanchez Vargas
Meeks Sarbanes Vasquez
Menendez Scanlon Veasey
Meng Schakowsky Velazquez
Mfume Schneider Wasserman
Moore (WI) Scholten Schultz
Morelle Schrier Waters
Moulton Scott (VA) Watson Coleman
Mrvan Scott, David Wild
Mullin Sewell Williams (GA)
Nadler Sherman Wilson (FL)
NOT VOTING—30
Blumenauer Evans Phillips
Bowman Gallego Porter
Brecheen Garcia, Mike Pressley
Cardenas Gimenez Rodgers (WA)
Case Granger Salazar
Chavez-DeRemer Grijalva Titus
Crow Kelly (PA) Trahan
DeLauro Lieu Trone
Diaz-Balart Moskowitz Waltz
Duarte Pelosi Wexton
[ 1354

Mr. NEAL, Ms. PEREZ, Mr. BOYLE
of Pennsylvania, and Ms. BROWN
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’” to
“nay.”

Mr. MAST changed his vote from
“nay’ to “‘yea.”

So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated against:

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, | was absent from
the floor today. Had | been present, | would
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 506 on the
Motion on Ordering the Previous Question on
H. Res. 1616.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | was delayed
by an elevator outside of the House chamber
that suffered a mechanical failure during the
roll call. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY on Roll Call No. 506.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the adoption of the reso-
lution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE
Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.
A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 212, noes 197,
not voting 20, as follows:

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Fong
Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher

Adams
Aguilar
Allred

Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera

Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
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[Roll No. 507]
AYES—212

Garbarino
Gimenez
Gongzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Lopez
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Massie

Mast
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks

NOES—197

Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)

Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Palmer
Pence
Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wied
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
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Gottheimer McGarvey Schrier
Green, Al (TX) McGovern Scott (VA)
Harder (CA) Meclver Scott, David
Hayes Meeks Sewell
Himes Menendez Sherman
Horsford Meng Sherrill
oudhan  Miume Stk
Hoyle (OR) Morelle gﬁ,ﬁsgm
Huffman Moskowitz
Soto

Ivey Moulton )
Jackson (IL) Mrvan Spanberger
Jackson (NC) Mullin Stansbury
Jacobs Nadler Stanton
Jayapal Napolitano Stevens
Jeffries Neal Strickland
Johnson (GA) Neguse Suozzi
Kamlager-Dove Nickel Swalwell
Kaptur Norcross Sykes
Keating Ocasio-Cortez Takano
Kelly (IL) Omar Thanedar
Kennedy Pallone Thompson (CA)
Khanna Panetta Thompson (MS)
Kildee Pappas Titus
Kilmer Peltola Tlaib
Krishnamoorthi Perez Tokuda
Kuster Peters Tonko
Landsman Pettersen
Larsen (WA) Pingree $01:res 2;1;)
Larson (CT) Pocan orres )

X Trahan
Lee (CA) Quigley Trone
Lee (NV) Ramirez Underwood
Lee (PA) Raskin
Lee Carter Ross Vargas
Leger Fernandez Ruiz Vasquez
Levin Ruppersberger Veasey
Lofgren Ryan Velazquez
Lynch Salinas Wasserman
Magaziner Sanchez Schultz
Manning Sarbanes Waters
Matsui Scanlon Watson Coleman
McBath Schakowsky Wild
McClellan Schneider Williams (GA)
McCollum Scholten Wilson (FL)

NOT VOTING—20

Blumenauer Gallego Phillips
Bowman Garcia, Mike Porter
Castor (FL) Granger Pressley
Chavez-DeRemer Grijalva Rodgers (WA)
Correa Kelly (PA) Waltz
Crow Lieu Wexton
Evans Pelosi

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.

O 1401

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

MIDNIGHT RULES RELIEF ACT
Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to

House Resolution 1616, I call up the bill
(H.R. 115) to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to provide for en
bloc consideration in resolutions of dis-
approval for ‘“‘midnight rules’, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KeEAN of New Jersey). Pursuant to
House Resolution 1616, the amendment
in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the
Judiciary, printed in the bill, is adopt-
ed, and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 115

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Midnight Rules
Relief Act”’.
SEC. 2. EN BLOC CONSIDERATION OF RESOLU-
TIONS OF DISAPPROVAL PER-
TAINING TO “MIDNIGHT RULES”.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 801(d) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(4) In applying section 802 to rules described
under paragraph (1), a joint resolution of dis-
approval may contain one or more such rules if
the report under subsection (a)(1)(A) for each
such rule was submitted during the final year of
a President’s term.”’.

(b) TEXT OF RESOLVING CLAUSE.—Section
802(a) of title 5, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by inserting after ‘‘resolving clause of
which is”’ the following: ‘“‘(except as otherwise
provided in this subsection)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following: ‘“‘In
the case of a joint resolution wunder section
801(d)(4), the matter after the resolving clause of
such resolution shall be as follows: ‘That Con-
gress disapproves the following rules: the rule
submitted by the  relating to _ ; and the
rule submitted by the  relating to . Such
rules shall have no force or effect.” (The blank
spaces being appropriately filled in and addi-
tional clauses describing additional rules to be
included as necessary).”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and the ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary or their respective designees.

The gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
B1GGS) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. NADLER) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in support
of H.R. 115, the Midnight Rules Relief
Act.

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion that will allow Congress to more
effectively and efficiently oversee Fed-
eral agency rulemaking.

Under the Congressional Review Act,
known as the CRA, executive agencies
must report all promulgated rules to
both Chambers of Congress. This re-
porting requirement allows Congress to
properly consider Federal regulations
before they take effect. The CRA gives
Congress the ability to pass a joint res-
olution to prevent an agency’s rule
from taking effect.

The CRA’s disapproval mechanism
gives Congress a critical check on Fed-
eral administrative overreach. Cur-
rently, however, the CRA forces Con-
gress to introduce a single, separate
joint resolution for each agency rule it
seeks to render unenforceable. This
one-by-one limited joint resolution
under the CRA slows Congress’ over-
sight of agency rulemaking.
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Its inefficiency is most clear during
the midnight rulemaking period of the
last year of a President’s term, when
executive agencies historically issue
substantially more regulations that
last year of a President’s term.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 115 would make
Congress’ oversight more efficient dur-
ing this midnight rulemaking period by
allowing Congress to introduce joint
resolutions covering multiple agency
rules during the final year of a Presi-
dent’s term.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle may claim that this bill is
only an attempt to slow down agency
rulemaking or disincentivize Federal
agencies from issuing rules on impor-
tant issues, but that is incorrect. There
are no provisions in this bill designed
to slow down rulemaking. Rather, this
bill would merely allow Congress to
more efficiently exercise the oversight
authority it already has and respond to
the influx in agency regulations during
the midnight hours of a President’s
term.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, despite the bill’s title,
H.R. 115 is not really intended to ad-
dress midnight rules, but rather is an
effort by our Republican colleagues to
advance their antigovernment, deregu-
latory agenda under cover of darkness.

This legislation may appear to be a
modest change to the Congressional
Review Act, but do not be fooled. It
would enable the Republican-con-
trolled 119th Congress to use a
turbocharged CRA to nullify every rule
issued by public agencies under the
Biden administration for the entire
year of 2024 in a single party-line vote.

Under the CRA, if a rule is over-
turned, agencies are forever prohibited
from considering, without new congres-
sional authorization, a ‘‘substantially
similar” rule, an unreviewable, vague,
and harmful standard that would un-
dermine agencies’ statutory missions.

Doing away with dozens of rules at
once, as the Republicans intend with
this bill, would substantially weaken
agencies’ ability to protect the public
long into the future.

While historically the CRA has been
used sparingly, after Donald Trump’s
first inauguration in 2017, the Repub-
lican-controlled Congress used the CRA
to repeal 16 rules issued by the Obama
administration, an all-time high. Crit-
ical rules on teacher training, internet
privacy protection, and the prevention
of water pollution from coal mines,
among many others, were all repealed
over a few short weeks.

It seems that Republicans have even
bigger ambitions for the next deregula-
tory spree as they pursue their un-
abashedly antigovernment agenda.

Rather than consider agency rules on
their individual merits, they want to
package as many rules as possible into
a single resolution to eliminate them
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all at once with little debate or delib-
eration over the merits of each indi-
vidual rule. The results of this single
vote could be catastrophic.
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Right now, there are dozens of regu-
lations at risk of summary execution,
including rules that ensure the safety
of bath seats for infants, implement
the National Suicide Hotline Act, cre-
ate dust-lead and lead pipe safety
standards, update chemicals listed
under the Toxic Substances Control
Act, update heavy vehicle automatic
emergency braking standards, and en-
sure all cell phones are hearing aid
compatible, among others.

Why do Republicans feel they even
need this power? Maybe it is because
they realize that many of the agency
rules that they constantly rail against
are actually popular with the Amer-
ican people.

Taking a series of votes making it
easier for corporations to pollute the
environment or take advantage of the
most vulnerable would likely not be
well received. Better to overturn as
many rules as possible in a single vote,
reducing transparency and obscuring
the consequences.

Make no mistake, whether those
votes are held individually or en bloc,
the American people will be the ones to
bear the consequences. With Repub-
licans in charge of the House, Senate,
and White House, it is likely that every
rule the Biden administration has
issued in the last year will be on the
chopping block, along with the protec-
tions those rules provide to our con-
stituents’ health, safety, and economic
well-being.

In addition, striking down a bundle
of rules at once means not only that
each rule will not be considered on its
own merits but also that months and
years of agency time and taxpayer dol-
lars, along with the expert analysis and
public comments from industry, non-
profit groups, and individual Ameri-
cans, all will have been wasted.

Members on both sides of the aisle
have recognized that midnight rule-
making, if left completely unchecked,
can lead to abuses by the executive
branch, but true midnight rules are
rarely issued, and there is already a
lookback period under the CRA to ad-
dress rules promulgated at the end of
any congressional term.

If we are truly concerned about so-
called midnight rules, we have other
options to check them. For example, at
the end of President George W. Bush’s
administration, I authored a bill that
would delay implementation of rules
issued near the end of a President’s
term, giving his or her successors a
chance to review such rules and to de-
termine if they should go forward.

I believe there are ways we could
work together in a bipartisan manner
to address this issue.

Where past efforts tried using a scal-
pel to address the problems associated
with midnight rulemaking, today’s Re-
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publicans would instead use a machete,
hacking away at the Biden administra-
tion’s regulatory agenda and fur-
thering their ideological goal of radi-
cally transforming our government.

None of this should be a surprise.
H.R. 115 is a key plank of Project 2025,
the blueprint for the incoming Trump
administration. Project 2025 calls for
“‘dismantling’’ the administrative state
and argues that doing so must be ‘‘a
top priority for the next conservative
President.” That is because, according
to the document, ‘‘the only real solu-
tion is for the national government to
do less.”

To be clear, the ‘‘less” that they
want to do refers to the important and
expert work undertaken by the coun-
try’s Federal agencies protecting con-
sumers, workers, and the public from
corporations and people that break the
law.

We should reject any backdoor ef-
forts that would eviscerate vital regu-
lations, would open rules and protec-
tions to even more political inter-
ference, and could prevent agencies
from ever working on similar issues
again, all with just the most cursory
examination by Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
oppose the Midnight Rules Relief Act,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CLINE).

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Arizona for intro-
ducing this important bill.

It is no surprise that House Demo-
crats are once again standing against
the wishes of the American people. The
voters voted on November 5, and they
voted for Donald Trump to be Presi-
dent. They are seeking to stop Donald
Trump’s administration from doing
anything even before it starts.

Last week, it was judges. They didn’t
want the incoming administration to
look forward and appoint judges to fill
vacancies. Now, they don’t want the in-
coming administration to be able to
look backward and stop the flurry of
last-minute regulations that are com-
ing out of the Biden White House, mid-
night rules issued in the final days of a
President’s term.

The Democrats should listen to the
voters. Their failure to listen to the
voters is why, for the next 2 years, they
are going to have a timeout. Their tan-
trums are not going to be listened to
anymore because the voters have given
them a timeout.

These midnight rules are rushed
through without sufficient review, pub-
lic input, or thorough consideration of
their economic impact. They are politi-
cally motivated policies that may not
reflect the will of the American people
or the incoming administration.

This bill addresses the problem by ex-
tending the window for congressional
review of regulations after an adminis-
tration’s final year. It is vital because
it would allow Congress to undo the on-
erous rulemaking of the Biden admin-
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istration here in the last days, the
rules related to the Green New Deal,
environmental regulations that heavily
rely on renewable energy transitions
and increase the cost of everyday prod-
ucts for Americans, or the rules pro-
mulgated by the ATF that signifi-
cantly curtail the Second Amendment
rights of law-abiding citizens.

It is about ensuring transparency and
accountability in our regulatory proc-
ess. It is about giving the American
people a voice through their elected
Representatives—note, their elected
Representatives—preventing regu-
latory overreach by the vast bureauc-
racy and protecting our economy from
last-minute policies that could have a
lasting impact on taxpaying Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-
tant legislation and encourage my col-
leagues to as well.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ).

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ranking Member NADLER for yielding.

We are in the people’s House, and we
often say that democracy is built on
checks and balances, but my Repub-
lican colleagues seem to have no re-
spect for the fundamental separation of
powers.

H.R. 115 is a bald-faced attempt to
expand the power of Congress in order
to abuse the power of Congress. Let me
say that again: H.R. 115 attempts to ex-
pand the power of Congress so that it
can then abuse the power of Congress.

While a process to address specific
agency rules may have been finalized
in the late hours of an outgoing admin-
istration, there are already systems in
place to address it.

Republicans want to have the power
to go back 60 legislative days—think
about that; that can take us as far as
May—and bundle dozens or even hun-
dreds of agency rules into one single
resolution. Then, they want to go as
far as forbidding the agency from
issuing any rules that are substantially
the same in the future.

We are seeing today exactly what Re-
publicans plan to do in the next 2
years. While leading the most unpro-
ductive Congress in U.S. history, they
also want to expand their power so
when they do take action, when they
finally take action, they can inflict the
maximum damage on rules and policies
that benefit working people, working
Americans.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, at the appro-
priate time, I would like to offer a mo-
tion to recommit this bill back to com-
mittee. If the House rules permitted, I
would have offered the motion with an
amendment to this bill to send the bill
back to the Judiciary Committee and
exclude any rule that was noticed more
than 6 months prior to when the rule
was finalized.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of this amend-
ment into the RECORD immediately
prior to the vote on the motion to re-
commit.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois.

There was no objection.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I hope
my colleagues will join me in voting
for the motion to recommit.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Let’s just address the previous speak-
er first of all. We already have a 60-day
legislative lookback in the law. We are
not changing that. That is apparently
an objection that my colleague had.

We already have in the law that a
substantially similar rule cannot be in-
troduced if the Congress says no-go on
it. Apparently, that is what my col-
league’s beef is. That is already the
law.

What we are allowing now is for Con-
gress to actually look at more than
just a piece-by-piece, one here, one
there, maybe you get a dozen to 18. You
really don’t ever get much more than
that in a congressional lookback in the
CRA.

Let’s review what the Biden adminis-
tration has done. The rules that they
have promulgated in the last year
alone have an economic impact of $1.4
trillion on the economy. There are in-
dividual bills in this packet here. This
is just for the last little bit, the
lookback period. There are 68, and that
is with 30 days to go. There are 68 of
them in here that I am holding up.

One of my favorites is the $45 billion
boondoggle that they have got here. It
is a rule, and $45 billion is the impact
on that one. Let me see if I can read it.
It is the national primary drinking
water regulation for lead.

Here is the deal: It doesn’t get looked
at under the Democrats’ concerns, but
it does under ours. Why do you need to
look at it? It just seems to be common
sense that if you are going to have a
$45 billion rule, maybe we ought to get
to look at that.

We are going to come together to ac-
tually be able to effectively and effi-
ciently put together these rules in a
package. They are going to be marked
up. They are going to be heard. If we
think that it is justified, we get a
chance to vote on it. Members can
make their amendments to it. They
can do everything else that we can
have in the process, but the current
methods that we are doing right now
slow this down so much that we effec-
tively review just a handful of rules,
literally, of the dozens and dozens and
hundreds of rules. Like I say, there
have been 68 in the last little bit here
that this administration put through.

When my colleagues across the aisle
start talking about this rule or that
rule, I challenge them to go through
here and tell me how many of these
rules they have even looked at. Are
they aware of what is even in these
rules? Are they aware of how much
they are going to cost? Are they aware
of the impact that it has on the work-
ing individual or an industry or the
American people as a whole? No, they
don’t have that.
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Mr. Speaker, it is imperative that we
pass this bill. I am going to leave it
there. I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, first of
all, T ask unanimous consent to include
in the RECORD a letter from more than
250 organizations representing workers,
consumers, and the environment oppos-
ing H.R. 115.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

DECEMBER 16, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
Democratic Leader,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND DEMOCRATIC
LEADER JEFFRIES: The Coalition for Sensible
Safeguards (CSS) and the undersigned orga-
nizations strongly urge you to oppose H.R.
115, the Midnight Rules Relief Act of 2023.

H.R. 115 would amend the Congressional
Review Act (CRA) to allow simultaneous dis-
approval of dozens of regulations finalized
near the end of presidential terms using a
single joint resolution. The bill also would
create unnecessary confusion about whether
rules issued outside of the lookback period
can be swept in. The effect of this bill would
be to greatly expand the CRA’s anti-regu-
latory force by amplifying the harmful im-
pact of the CRA’s ‘‘salt the earth’ provision,
which bars agencies from issuing new rules
that are substantially the same as the rules
that are repealed. It would also make it easi-
er for narrow majorities of lawmakers to re-
peal recently completed safeguards without
the due consideration and deliberation that
Congress should employ before taking such
drastic steps. As such, the operation of the
bill would significantly constrain agencies’
authority to carry out their statutory mis-
sions to protect the public.

The proposed legislation is based on a fa-
tally flawed premise—namely, that regula-
tions which are proposed or finalized during
the so-called ‘“‘midnight’” rulemaking period
are rushed and inadequately vetted. In fact,
the very opposite is true. In recent months,
the Biden Administration has finalized regu-
lations that increase overtime pay to put
more money in the pockets of working fami-
lies, limit carbon emissions from polluters to
fight climate change, increase fuel efficiency
standards to make cars cleaner, protect
workers from harmful ‘‘non-compete’
clauses in employment contracts, block com-
panies from taking advantage of consumers
with ‘“junk fees,” put new limits on toxic
‘“‘forever chemicals” that poison commu-
nities across the country, and many more.
Unlike CRA resolutions, which can sprint
through Congress in just a few weeks, many
of these regulations that will benefit the
American public had been in the regulatory
process for years.

In July 2016, Public Citizen released a re-
port that compared rulemaking lengths for
rules finalized at the end of the term or dur-
ing the presidential transition period to
those that were finalized outside of this pe-
riod. The results were noteworthy. The re-
port found that rules issued during the presi-
dential transition period spent even more
time in the rulemaking process and received
even more extensive vetting than other
rules.

Prominent administrative law experts
have also concluded that the concerns re-
garding these regulations are not borne out
by the evidence. For example, in 2012 the Ad-
ministrative Conference of the United States
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(ACUS) conducted an extensive study of reg-
ulations finalized near the end of previous
presidential terms and found that many end-
of-term regulations were ‘‘relatively routine
matters not implicating new policy initia-
tives by incumbent administrations.”

ACUS also found that the ‘“majority of the
rules appear to be the result of finishing
tasks that were initiated before the Presi-
dential transition period or the result of
deadlines outside the agency’s control (such
as year-end statutory or court-ordered dead-
lines).”” ACUS concluded that ‘‘the percep-
tion of midnight rulemaking as an unseemly
practice is worse than the reality.”

Supporters of H.R. 115 have presented no
persuasive empirical evidence supporting
their claims that regulations were rushed
near the end of presidential terms. Likewise,
they have supplied no evidence that such
regulations did not involve diligent compli-
ance with mandated rulemaking procedures.
In reality, compliance with the current
lengthy regulatory process prevents agencies
from finalizing new regulations efficiently,
and thus earlier in presidential terms.

In the end, it is difficult to overlook the
tragic irony at the heart of H.R. 115. It would
empower Congress to use the Congressional
Review Act (CRA)—a process that is rushed,
nontransparent and discourages informed de-
cision-making—to block rules that have
completed the long journey through the rule-
making process.

Unlike the CRA’s expedited procedures,
agency rules are subjected to myriad ac-
countability mechanisms, and, for each rule,
the agency must articulate a policy ration-
ale that is supported by the rulemaking
record and consistent with the requirements
of the authorizing statute. In contrast, mem-
bers of Congress do not have to articulate a
valid policy rationale—or any rationale at
all—in support of CRA resolutions of dis-
approval. Quite simply, they can be, and
often are, an act of pure politics. H.R. 115
would make the situation even worse. It
would, in effect, demand that all members of
Congress have adequate expertise on all of
the rules that would be targeted by a single
disapproval resolution. Such a scenario
would be highly unlikely.

It would also risk encouraging members to
engage in ‘‘horse trading’ to add still more
rules to the disapproval resolution until
enough votes have been gathered to ensure
the resolution’s passage. Surely, this ap-
proach to policymaking cannot be defended
as superior to that undertaken by regulatory
agencies.

Public Citizen, which co-chairs CSS, is ac-
tively tracking the CRA resolutions intro-
duced in the 119th Congress. At least 50 rules
are vulnerable to repeal through the CRA,
and another 52 would be vulnerable if final-
ized before the end of the current adminis-
tration. In the current Congress, 22 out of at
least 109 CRA resolutions have faced votes on
the House or Senate floor. The targeted rules
protect small businesses, workers, con-
sumers, students, veterans, investors, people
of color, clean air, clean water, renewable
energy, wildlife, gun safety, among others.

Further, instead of empowering Congress
to bundle CRA resolutions, Congress should
investigate if the Government Account-
ability Office’s (GAO) role in evaluating
whether agency actions are rules, and there-
fore subject to the CRA, is an appropriate
authority for the U.S. Comptroller General
given that the CRA provides GAO with no
authority whatsoever to make such deter-
minations. This review overrides an agency
decision that the particular action was not a
rule and gives members of Congress the abil-
ity to request a determination that could
lead to a resolution of disapproval under the
CRA.
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CSS agrees that the CRA is in dire need of
reform, but instead of expanding its harmful
effects, as the Midnight Rules Relief Act of
2023 would do, we encourage the Committee
to evaluate proposals that would limit those
effects. One such measure is H.R. 1507, the
“Stop Corporate Capture Act.” Among its
many real and meaningful reforms to
strengthen the regulatory process, the Stop
Corporate Capture Act would address one of
the most problematic aspects of the CRA by
eliminating the ‘‘salt the earth” provision
discussed above. Critically, the Stop Cor-
porate Capture Act would also create a fast-
track reinstatement process for rules that
were the subject of resolutions of dis-
approval.

We look forward to assisting the Com-
mittee in ensuring that our regulatory proc-
ess is working effectively and efficiently to
protect the American public.

CSS strongly urges opposition to H.R. 115,
the Midnight Rules Relief Act of 2023.

Sincerely,

Accountable.US; AFL-CIO; American Bird
Conservancy; American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME); Americans for Financial Reform;
Animal Welfare Institute; CalWild; Center
for Biological Diversity; Center for Eco-
nomic Integrity; Center for Food Safety;
Center for Progressive Reform; Center for
Responsible Lending; Christian Council of
Delmarva; Citizen Action/Illinois; Coalition
for Sensible Safeguards; Consumer Action;
Consumer Federation of America; Consumer
Federation of California; Consumers for Auto
Reliability and Safety; Earthjustice.

Economic Action Maryland Fund; Eco-
nomic Policy Institute; Endangered Habitats
League; Endangered Species Coalition;
FOUR PAWS USA; Friends of the Earth;
Government Information Watch; Greenpeace
USA; Impact Fund; Interfaith Center on Cor-
porate Responsibility; Kettle Range Con-
servation Group; Large Carnivore Fund;
League of Conservation Voters; National As-
sociation for Latino Community Asset Build-
ers; National Consumers League; National
Health Law Program; National Wolfwatcher
Coalition; National Women’s Law Center;
Natural Resources Defense Council; Oceana.

P Street; People Power United; Physicians
for Social Responsibility; Public Citizen;
Public Justice Center; Resource Renewal In-
stitute; RESTORE: The North Woods; Rise
Economy; Southern Environmental Law
Center; Team Wolf; Texas Appleseed; Tzedek
DC; United Auto Workers (UAW); United
Steelworkers (USW); Vermont Public Inter-
est Research Group; Virginia Citizens Con-
sumer Council; Womxn From The Mountain;
Wyoming Wildlife Advocates.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Ar-
izona says the Biden administration
has enacted rules that will cost $1.4
trillion. Over what period of time, he
doesn’t tell us, and I don’t know wheth-
er it is correct or not, but I am sure, in
terms of the budget, the Democratic
and Republican staffs of the Appropria-
tions Committee are looking at them
very carefully every year.

He picked one as an example, $45 mil-
lion to protect against lead poisoning.
Lead poisoning is a real problem. It
leads to mental deficiencies in chil-
dren. If there is a $45 million rule to
deal with this, that sounds fine to me.

The real question is, maybe we ought
to examine that rule. Maybe, as Mr.
BicGgs said, there is something wrong
with that rule. Maybe we ought to re-
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peal that rule, but we have the proce-
dure to do that in the current law.

What this bill seeks to do is to say:
Don’t look at that law. Take 25 rules
and put them together so that you
can’t examine any one of them, and in
one vote, we will get rid of 25 rules.
Maybe some of them are good rules,
and maybe some of them are bad rules,
but no one is going to get a chance to
debate them because we have one vote,
one bill.

That is what this bill does. This bill
says to combine all the CRAs into one
CRA vote. CRAs are a proper exercise
of congressional power. It helps us con-
trol the executive, whether it is Demo-
cratic or Republican. Nobody argues
against a CRA—well, maybe a par-
ticular CRA, but no one argues against
the idea of a CRA. A CRA ought to be
looked at individually. We ought to
look at the merits of the CRA, maybe
debate it on the floor. Maybe Repub-
licans support it and Democrats oppose
it, or maybe the other way around.
Maybe it splits not along partisan
lines. Maybe it is very clear that we
want to do it, but we ought to look at
it.

O 1430

This bill says take 256 CRAs and have
one vote so that we can’t look at the
merits of the individual CRAs, and
with one vote, we may be doing im-
mense damage to the health, safety
and welfare of the American people, or
not. We have no way of knowing be-
cause we can’t study the CRAs individ-
ually.

This bill is pernicious because it
combines everything into one vote and
denies us the ability to look at the
merits of each. Therefore, it ought to
be defeated.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, when I first got to Con-
gress, I was sitting in the Senator from
Utah MIKE LEE’s office, and I said, hey,
I don’t understand this. You have got a
stack on your desk here of about 4
inches, and yet you have a 13-foot tall
stack of documents right next to it.
What does that symbolize?

He said, the 4 inches are the total
number of laws passed by Congress in
the last year. The 13 feet is the total
number of rules and regulations pro-
mulgated by administrative agencies.
That is what we are facing.

When my colleague says, hey, we can
look at 26—do you know what the high
recently has been? It has been 17 in a
year, 17 individual ones. Guess what?
My bill doesn’t say you can’t look at
these. In fact, it does the opposite. It
encourages us to look at the rules. If
they are good, they will stand. If they
are not good, they will fail. That is
what Congress is supposed to do. An-
other colleague would say, we are try-
ing to expand Congress’ power.

No. The Founders were clear. In the
Constitutional Convention it isn’t
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three separate coequal branches. It is
three separate but unequal branches.

The legislative branch is supposed to
be the most powerful. That is why it
got funding. That is why the House is
supposed to do the funding because we
are the people’s House. We are osten-
sibly closest to the people in the Fed-
eral Government.

They don’t want you to look at the
rules promulgated by unelected bu-
reaucrats. They want you to just
blithely go ahead with it. That is the
problem.

So when my colleague stands up and
says, well, I don’t know the cost.
Maybe that cost is $45 billion. Maybe
Bi1GGs is right, maybe he is wrong. I
don’t know what is in the regulation.
Maybe it is good, maybe it is not.

The essence of that argument is that
we really shouldn’t look at it. Really?
Don’t look at the law?

That is not what we are saying. We
are saying, indeed, look at the regula-
tion, and let’s get as many regulations
as we possibly can and look at them.
That is what we are trying to do.

Let me give you one right now. This
is another one right here. If you hap-
pen to be fortunate enough to buy a
piece of property, no matter how large
or how small, and you can pay cash for
it—and oddly enough, I was able to buy
a couple of acres of property not long
ago—it was actually a long time ago,
about 25 years ago now, back before
property blew up in cost in my area—
well, if I were to pay cash now, that
transaction is going to be heavily regu-
lated, and it is going to cost the econ-
omy and cost taxpayers $2.2 billion.

By the way, these aren’t BIGGS’ num-
bers, these are the Biden administra-
tion’s numbers. When the Biden admin-
istration’s number says we imposed
$1.4 or $1.37 trillion on our regulations,
that is not me talking. That is the
Biden administration admitting that
their regulatory impact is $1.4 trillion.

Maybe we should look at that. Let
me just add this: This notion that, gee,
we need to look at these one at a time,
and if we only get through 16 or 17 that
is really odd because—it is ironic, actu-
ally. Tomorrow probably or the next
day, you are going to see an omnibus,
a short-term omnibus, come to the
floor. They are calling it a CR, but it is
really a short-term omnibus. In that
bill are loads and loads of spending,
loads and loads of policy.

Guess what? They are all going to
vote for it. They just don’t want you to
look back at the rules that this admin-
istration has put into place.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, another rule on the
chopping block is to update heavy ma-
chinery emergency brakes.

Does my colleague also want to roll
back this rule, a rule that will save
lives?

If the will of the people is truly that
we roll back these lifesaving measures,
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my colleagues should have the bravery
to vote down each rule individually.
Then you can tell your happy constitu-
ents that you voted for lead poisoning,
and you voted for not implementing a
national suicide hotline.

Let me say this: The gentleman from
Arizona gets it exactly backward. First
of all, he says the cost of all of the reg-
ulations is $1.2 trillion.

What are the benefits? Maybe they
are far greater than that. We ought to
know.

If you find a rule that you think is
wrong, if you think the cost of this
rule outweighs the benefits, fine, bring
a CRA to the floor. That is not what
this bill does. This bill says don’t bring
a CRA to the floor. Bring a combina-
tion of 25 or 30 CRAs to the floor so
that you can’t examine them individ-
ually.

Maybe some of them make sense.
Maybe, in some cases, the regulation
outweighs the benefits, or the cost out-
weighs the benefits. Maybe in another
case, it is a different regulation, the
benefits outweigh the costs. We should
look at it as an individual CRA. That is
why the CRA process was designed.

What this bill does is to upend that
process by saying we are not going to
look at the individual regulation. We
are not going to look at the individual
CRA. We are going to put 25 or 30 or 40
or 50 or 100 CRAs together in one vote
with presumably an hour of debate on
the floor. It is saying you can’t look at
the merits. That makes no sense.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, when the gentleman
from New York says we ought to know
what is in the rule, he doesn’t know
diddly crap about the lead pipe rule
that he keeps referring to. He doesn’t
know diddly about any of these other
rules. He has admitted that.

He doesn’t know about them, doesn’t
know how much they cost, and he
doesn’t know whether they would have
a good cost-benefit analysis. Guess
what? Most of this body doesn’t either.

What he is arguing is you really
shouldn’t look at it because this bill
does not change regular order. It does
not change regular order. That means
somebody is going to be drafting this
bill. It means somebody is going to de-
bate this bill in a committee. It means
somebody is going to debate it on the
floor, and that means you are going to
have an opportunity to look at these
rules, and if it has benefit, you can
amend it.

You can amend that bill to remove
that from your CRA. That is the way
to get this through. I do find it—I have
got to mention it again—laughable to
say you shouldn’t combine 20 rules that
are made by unelected officials who we
haven’t seen their rule, we haven’t par-
ticipated in their rulemaking process
generically—that is normal—and then
stand up here and tell us we shouldn’t
have that lookback.
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We shouldn’t do that, when awk-
wardly, those same folks are going to
vote on a massive omnibus spending
package in the next 48 hours. They
haven’t seen the language. You know
why I know they haven’t seen the lan-
guage? I know because it isn’t out yet.
I haven’t seen the language, but they
are going to vote for it. They don’t
want you to know what is in these
rules promulgated by unelected offi-
cials. That is the doggone shame of it
all.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman wants
to criticize the Republican leadership
of the House for not bringing to the
floor the 12 appropriations bills that
they promised they would and that
they should, and instead putting them
all in one omnibus bill, I join him in
that criticism. It is not the way to run
the ship of state. I join him in that
criticism of the Republican leadership
of the House.

Let’s go back to the lead paint. It
costs $45 million we are told. How
much does it save in children not get-
ting lead paint poisoning, in hospital
costs? It saves a lot more, presumably.

We have agencies that Congress has
established over the last more than a
century, since World War I, since the
Wilson administration, to make deter-
minations that Congress can’t.

How many parts per million of cad-
mium should be permitted in drinking
water? I don’t know, but the EPA
makes that judgment. Now, if someone
in Congress thinks the EPA made the
wrong judgment, that it is costing
more than it is worth, bring a CRA.
That is why we have CRAs. Don’t talk
about the total cost of all regulations
because the total benefit of all regula-
tions is many times greater than that.

Certainly, if you are talking about
looking at anything, bring a single
CRA. This bill, again, says to Congress,
don’t look at what the administrative
agencies have done. Don’t look at
whether it makes sense to have this
regulation or not. Just take 25 or 35 or
45 CRAs, repeal 35 or 25 or 55 rules
without having a chance to really look
at any of them because someone in the
Republican leadership decided that
they should.

If this bill passes, Congress will not
have the chance to examine any sub-
ject of a CRA. That is why this bill is
so pernicious and ought to be defeated.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we can walk around
this barn all day long. When you say,
look, we want you to do this on a sin-
gle rule over and over again, that is
not real. That is the way it has been.
We don’t know. Congress doesn’t know.

That is why your constituents come
up and say to you, hey, why is this
going on? Why is now a financial ad-
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viser going to be regulated very tightly
to the tune of $7.2 billion adjudicated
by the Biden administration? Why is
that?

Well, I don’t know. Well, you are in
Congress. Well, yeah, but it is a rule.
You know, we put it on autopilot be-
cause we think the experts really are
experts. Maybe they are. Maybe they
are not. One thing this bill does is it
says look at what the bureaucracy is
doing. Look at what the fourth branch
of government is doing here. Look at
this.

If my colleague from New York says,
hey, we don’t know if something is
good or bad, let me reiterate: We are
not changing regular order. We are not
changing regular order. Someone has
to draft the bill. You are going to de-
bate the bill. You are going to debate it
in committee. You are going to debate
it in rules. You are going to debate it
on the floor. There will be opportuni-
ties to amend it. That is called regular
order.

His criticism of our leadership for
not bringing 12 bills, I am always
there. I am always critical of it. This is
probably the only thing that we have
agreed on today so far. Well, his party
did the same just a couple years ago,
too. It goes back and forth.

There is a problem with that on both
sides, but what I am encouraging and
what this bill encourages is a real
lookback, a real follow through on reg-
ular order, and a real understanding of
what the rules are doing to the Amer-
ican people.

Some of them may be excellent.
Some of them may not be so, but this
is an opportunity to actually get Con-
gress doing its job. Maybe that is why
there is reticence to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill does exactly
the opposite of what the gentleman
from Arizona says. This bill does not
give us the chance to look at a regula-
tion and decide whether it makes
sense.

This bill puts all the regulations to-
gether so that we can’t look at them.
We can’t look at any one of them in
particular because they are all to-
gether in one vote with one hour of de-
bate on the floor.

Let me give you an example of a rule
that is on the chopping block. You
have a rule ensuring that all cell
phones—it is a new rule—that all cell
phones are hearing aid compatible, a
rule that requires cell phone makers to
update their tech.

Does my colleague want to roll this
back? What is the cost that my col-
league would stomach to ensure our
seniors can call and hear their family
members and friends? That is just one
regulation.

O 1445

Maybe you think it costs too much
money for the tech companies to sat-
isfy grandma and grandpa, that they
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shouldn’t be able to talk to their
grandkids or their family members by
phone because it costs the tech compa-
nies too much money. All right. Make
that case on the floor with a CRA. I
will debate it because I think the oppo-
site, but make that case on the floor
with a CRA.

This bill says don’t make that case
on the floor with a CRA. Put all the
CRAs together so you can’t debate the
merits of any one of them.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Here we go, Mr. Speaker. We are
going to walk around the barn one
more time. Let’s go around that barn
just one more time and say the same
thing again.

My colleague and I are obviously dia-
metrically opposed. He thinks that if
this bill passes you won’t look back,
you won’t specifically look at any
iterated rule. I am telling you, nothing
seems further from the truth than that
to me because here is the deal: Some-
body is going to have to draft that bill.
They are going to have looked at some
of these regulations. They then are
going to bring it to the committee
chairs, you are going to be sitting in a
committee, and you are going to have
a markup on this.

The gentleman from New York
knows this because we both sit on the
Judiciary Committee, and I sit on the
Oversight and Accountability Com-
mittee, and we have almost indeter-
minable debates in markups. They go
forever. Everybody gets 5 minutes for
everything, for every amendment. If
you have 25 rules sitting in there, guess
what? You are going to have everybody
in that committee probably taking 5
minutes a piece on all 25 rules and fully
examining that rule and deciding
whether they want to keep it in the
CRA.

Right now do you know what hap-
pens? You might look at as many as 15
or 20 rules per Congress. That is it. We
are talking literally hundreds and hun-
dreds of rules that pass that are pro-
mulgated. Some may be great. Some
may be bad. What this bill does is it en-
courages Congress to finally do its job.

I am all in on doing the 12 approps
bills separately, but even with the 12
approps bills, you will have multiple
lines that you are looking at, and you
won’t necessarily see all those lines.

It is time that we start looking at
the rules and see what the administra-
tive state is doing to Americans. That
is the bottom line. They don’t want
that. They don’t want that. That is a
crying shame to me. It is a crying
shame.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

We are going around in circles, but
let me just add one thing. We call this
the Midnight Rules Relief Act, but it is
a big midnight. It extends the entire
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year, the last year of any President’s
administration. A whole year, that is
hardly a midnight rule.

Again, if you want to look at the
merits of a rule—and the gentleman
says we have only like 20, 26 a year
maybe or maybe we will have 250 next
year, who knows. It depends on the pol-
itics. Debate the bill.

When a bill comes to the floor, there
is 1 hour of debate. We are supposed to
debate 26 CRAs in an hour. Some of
them may be good, and some of them
may be bad. Each CRA deserves its own
consideration by those who support it
and by those who oppose it.

This bill says, no, all together in one
bill, so you can’t really oppose or sup-
port any particular one of them. Take
it or leave it on all of them, and you
have no time for debate.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I am glad we agreed finally on the
second thing, and that is we are going
around in circles.

I want to make a couple quick points
as I round the barn one more time. The
most CRAs done in a year was in the
115th Congress. Mr. Speaker, 17, only
17—which by the way, that is the same
year that MIKE LEE had 13 feet of regu-
lations promulgated by the administra-
tive state.

I just want to remind you what hap-
pens in the last year and why this is
critical. Regulatory promulgation kind
of goes at a flat line. Then that last
year of a Presidency, of an administra-
tion, boom, it spikes up. It spikes up.
That is the reality. That is why we
have always had the 60-day lookback.
If it extends now to the whole year, if
it were to do that, you are going to be
dealing with a spike.

I am just getting back to this point.
If the most you have ever looked at
ever is 17 in a year, then you don’t
know what the other hand is doing, the
other hand being the administrative
state.

I am just saying let’s do it. Let’s
look at them, and let’s make this
work.

Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone to pass
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, as we
have both said, we are going around in
circles, so I will say what everybody
has been waiting to hear: I am prepared
to close, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I am also
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Ar-
izona just said that the greatest num-
ber of CRAs that we have had in a
given Congress is 17. Okay, I will take
him at his word. Why not have 17
votes? Why not debate each for up to
an hour so we know what we are doing?
This bill says put them all together so
we don’t know what we are doing.
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Mr. Speaker, this legislation is just
the latest Republican effort to under-
mine the regulatory process. It would
allow Donald Trump and his Repub-
lican enablers in Congress to wipe
away dozens of lifesaving regulations
and consumer protections in one single
party-line vote under cover of dark-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
oppose this dangerous legislation, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, so you have thousands
of regulations in 2024 promulgated,
thousands, impacting us by $1.4 tril-
lion. The most CRAs you have ever had
is 17, and we are told, oh, just trust the
administrative state.

I can’t do that.

My constituents can’t do that.

Americans can’t do that.

We are trying to come up with a rea-
sonable approach to make this more
workable, and that is what this bill is.
That is what H.R. 115 is. It encourages
Congress to do its job. That is why this
is so important.

I urge my colleagues to join me and
vote in favor of H.R. 115. Let’s get this
passed and let’s make Congress the leg-
islative branch it is supposed to be per
the Constitution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1616,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mrs. RAMIERZ. Mr. Speaker, I have
a motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mrs. Ramirez of Illinois moves to recom-
mit the bill H.R. 115 to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

The material previously referred to
by Mrs. RAMIREZ is as follows:

Mrs. Ramirez moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 115 to the Committee on the Judiciary
with instructions to report the same back to
the House forthwith, with the following
amendment:

Page 3, line 12, insert ‘‘except in the case of
a rulemaking where the proposed rule was
published more than 6 months prior to the
publication of the final rule,” before ‘‘a joint
resolution of disapproval’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.
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Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings on
motions to suspend the rules on which
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays
are ordered, or votes objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

NEVER AGAIN EDUCATION
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
3448) to reauthorize the Director of the
United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum to support Holocaust education
programs, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3448

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Never Again
Education Reauthorization Act of 2023"’.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 4(a) of the Never Again Education
Act (Public Law 116-141; 134 Stat. 638) is
amended by striking ‘‘each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years’” and inserting ‘‘each
succeeding fiscal year through fiscal year
2030,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on S. 3448.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3448, the Never Again Education Reau-
thorization Act of 2023.

October 7 was the worst day in Jew-
ish history since the Holocaust. S. 3448
will ensure that the lessons of history
are not forgotten in these troubling
times.

The bipartisan bill promotes toler-
ance by extending the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum’s mission
to disseminate Holocaust education re-
sources through fiscal year 2030.
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In May 2020, Congress passed with
overwhelming bipartisan support and
President Trump signed into law the
Never Again Education Act. This law
authorizes $2 million for the Holocaust
museum to create and disseminate edu-
cational resources on how and why the
Holocaust happened.

This year, the world celebrated the
Allied victory of Normandy 80 years
ago. We were reminded of what our he-
roes fought for and against. Unfortu-
nately, we have seen an increase in
anti-Semitic and other bias-based of-
fenses on college campuses, dem-
onstrating that the hate and bigotry
that motivated the Nazis is still
present in our society.
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Mr. Speaker, expanding the presence
of Holocaust education programs in
schools will increase the knowledge of
basic facts related to the Holocaust,
and that is important.

More importantly, it will give
schools optional resources to help pro-
vide students a greater understanding
of the ancient scourge of anti-Semi-
tism and provide them intellectual and
moral tools to fight against it and to
prevent genocide, hate, and bigotry
against any group of people. I thank
Representative BUDDY CARTER for au-
thoring this bill in the House.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3448, Never Again Education Reauthor-
ization Act of 2023.

This bill reauthorizes the bipartisan
Never Again Education Act through
2030 to continue providing educators
with resources and training to teach
important lessons pertaining to the
Holocaust.

While Congress should not dictate
school curriculum, this legislation
maintains the balance of promoting
important education while allowing
school districts to govern themselves.

The bill reauthorizes the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum to
support Holocaust education programs
across the country that educators can,
if they desire, access to better serve
their classrooms.

Anti-Semitism is not a new problem,
and we have seen such a disturbing rise
in anti-Semitism that it must be ad-
dressed for the safety and dignity of all
Americans. Congress must continue to
take steps to ensure that Americans
are educated on the dangers of anti-
Semitism and the lessons of the Holo-
caust.

Passing this bill is critically impor-
tant to combating anti-Semitism and
ensuring schools maintain safe, produc-
tive spaces for all students.

As the ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force, I have worked with the majority
to ensure that the curricula introduced
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are appropriate for students according
to their grade level and following the
guidance from the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER), the sponsor of the
House companion to the bill we are
considering.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-
ing. I thank her for her leadership on
this committee.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of S. 3448, the Never Again
Education Reauthorization Act. I am
proud to lead this important bipartisan
bill with Senator ROSEN, and I thank
her for her work.

The bill before us today reauthorizes
the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum’s program to disseminate Hol-
ocaust education resources through fis-
cal year 2030.

Since the horrific attacks of October
7, 2023, pervasive discrimination and
bias against Jews has been on full dis-
play. The Anti-Defamation League re-
ports more than 10,000 incidents of
anti-Semitism in the United States be-
tween October 2023 and September of
2024. This is hateful, disgusting, and
despicable.

Nowhere is this more visible that on
college and university campuses where
there was a staggering 321 percent in-
crease of anti-Semitic incidents in just
1 year.

During that time, the American peo-
ple watched anti-Semitic mobs rule
over so-called elite universities includ-
ing Columbia University, Harvard Uni-
versity, George Washington University,
and many, many more. Not only were
these demonstrations morally rep-
rehensible but they also incited vio-
lence against Jewish students and
staff.

Yet, as these mobs raged on cam-
puses, the American people witnessed
three Ivy League presidents refuse to
unequivocally state that calling for the
genocide of Jews would violate their
institutions’ code of conduct.

Think about the example that sets
for today’s college students. Three
adults in a position of power believe
calling for the genocide of Jews would
be in line with their school policies.

Jewish students deserve better. We
must speak out against hate and edu-
cate our students on the history of
anti-Semitism to ensure that the hor-
rors of the Holocaust are never re-
peated.

You have heard the saying: Those
who don’t know their history are bound
to repeat it. We must set a better ex-
ample than that for our children, and
the recent pro-Hamas demonstrations
happening at colleges and high schools
across the Nation are proof of that.

No one should be discriminated
against because of their faith or their
culture or their heritage. When we say
never again, we mean it.



H7260

Let me be clear. October 7 was the
worst day in Jewish history since the
Holocaust, and this bill will ensure
that we learn from history instead of
hiding from it. That is why I applaud
Senator ROSEN for working with me on
this bipartisan bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. MANNING), a
distinguished Member of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ranking Member SCOTT for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Never Again Education Reau-
thorization Act, bipartisan legislation
authored by my colleague Senator
JACKY ROSEN of Nevada.

As the co-lead of the House version of
this bill with my colleague Congress-
man BUDDY CARTER, I am proud to sup-
port this legislation to continue vital
resources for Holocaust education na-
tionwide.

We have witnessed an alarming rise
in anti-Semitism across our country in
recent years. Since Hamas’ brutal at-
tack on Israel on October 7, 2023, this
hatred has skyrocketed. According to
the Anti-Defamation League, anti-Se-
mitic incidents have increased by more
than 200 percent following Hamas’ at-
tack.

We have seen the impact of the rise
in anti-Semitism in our K-12 schools
and on college campuses across the
country. Unfortunately, too many
young people know too little about the
Holocaust and the long history of anti-
Jewish hatred.

According to a 2020 Claims Con-
ference survey, among millennial and
Gen Z Americans, 63 percent do not
know that 6 million Jews were mur-
dered during the Holocaust, and 12 per-
cent have never heard about or do not
think they have ever heard the word
‘““Holocaust’’ before.

Additionally, in its very first report
to Congress under the Never Again
Education Act, the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum highlighted a
striking and troubling finding: a sig-
nificant lack of student knowledge
about the Holocaust.

In the -educator-centered surveys,
both experienced and inexperienced
secondary teachers reported that close
to 40 percent of their students had no
familiarity with the Holocaust.

In the fight against bigotry, igno-
rance, and intolerance, education is
one of the most powerful tools we have.

Education about the Holocaust and
the long history of anti-Semitism is
vital because it can help teach students
about how to be moral citizens. It al-
lows them to learn valuable lessons
about bearing witness, fostering toler-
ance and civic values, safeguarding de-
mocracy, and embracing the responsi-
bility to confront hate wherever it ap-
pears, to speak out rather than remain
silent bystanders.

That is why Congress passed the
Never Again Education Act in 2020 and
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why we must work together on a bipar-
tisan basis to ensure this critical work
continues.

This bill will extend support for Hol-
ocaust education across the Nation. It
will continue the United State Holo-
caust Memorial Museum’s strong track
record of providing resources.

Mr. Speaker, I support the Never
Again Education Reauthorization Act,
and I ask my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KILEY), a Member of the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of the Never Again Edu-
cation Reauthorization Act of 2023, a
bill of which I am a cosponsor.

For years now at college campuses,
we have seen an alarming rise in anti-
Semitism that in far too many cases
was allowed by university faculty ad-
ministration, sometimes even encour-
aged.

Even though this trend has been
yvears in the making, nothing could
have prepared us for the horrifying
scenes that we have seen over the last
year, ever since the attack of October 7
where these tendencies and this rise in
anti-Semitism came out into the open.

We saw scenes unlike anything we
ever thought we would see in this coun-
try. You had students setting up check-
points on campuses and saying that if
you are a Jewish student, you are not
allowed to pass. You had encampments
set up for the specific purpose of
harassing Jewish students and extract-
ing anti-Semitic concessions from fac-
ulty that in some cases were, in fact,
agreed to.

Our committee, the Education and
the Workforce Committee, began an in-
vestigation into these incidents. We
brought in university presidents, some
of whom are now former university
presidents. We heard from students
who lived through this horror and who
no longer feel safe on their own cam-
puses.

This culminated in a report that laid
out exactly what has been going on at
campuses across this country. This
alarming normalization of anti-Semi-
tism in higher education must not con-
tinue. It demands swift, decisive ac-
tion, and the Never Again Education
Act responds to this crisis.

The bill reauthorizes funding for the
United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum to develop and distribute edu-
cational resources on the Holocaust,
how it happened, and why it must
never happen again.

These tools equip educators to com-
bat prejudice, apathy, and complicity.
It empowers students to recognize anti-
Semitism, reject its resurgence, and to
see an echo of our most painful history
when it occurs.

By passing this legislation, we will
assure that ignorance does not prevail,
and I encourage a strong bipartisan
vote to assure that it is passed into
law.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume for the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, in 2024, there are very
few individuals who remember first-
hand the horrors of the Holocaust. It is
our duty to remember and to educate
our children so that lessons learned
will never be forgotten.

By reauthorizing the Holocaust edu-
cation resources for teachers and stu-
dents, the Never Again Education Re-
authorization Act of 2023 is a vital step
in fighting back against anti-Semitism
and acts of hate that remain far too
pervasive in our society.

By prioritizing, we can invest in a
younger generation of critical thinkers
who can learn from history and use it
to benefit the world around them with
empathy and insight.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, anti-Semitism exploded
on college campuses across the country
following October 7, 2023, increasing 700
percent over the same period in the
prior year. Swastikas were spread
across campus as graffiti. Jewish stu-
dents were segregated in classrooms by
their professors. Jewish students at
New York City’s Cooper Union were
forced to lock themselves in the col-
lege library and later were escorted out
a back door.

I recognize that anti-Semitism is not
a new problem. It has taken on various
forms throughout history. The most
noted prior to October 7 were the hor-
rors of the Nazi Holocaust. Both will
forever remain a stain in the annals of
human history.

The modern form of anti-Semitism is
often disguised by progressive political
ideologies. Evidence shows that cam-
pus DEI bureaucracies play a major
role in propagating the spread of anti-
Semitism. DEI divides the world into
oppressors and the oppressed, ascribing
collective guilt to the oppressors and
collective innocence to the oppressed.

What does this mean for Jewish stu-
dents? The DEI hierarchy places the
Jewish people at the bottom of the op-
pression spectrum. DEI programs are
ideologically anti-Semitic  because
they ascribe collective guilt to the en-
tire State of Israel for its mere exist-
ence.

The core principles of the Marxist
ideologue are not diversity, equity, or
inclusion. They are, instead, discrimi-
nation, intolerance, and bigotry toward
individuals thought to belong to the
wrong group.

This modern manifestation of one of
history’s greatest evils, anti-Semitism,
is repugnant. By passing S. 3448, the
Never Again Education Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2023, Congress takes a step
toward ensuring a safer and more se-
cure future for Jewish Americans.
More importantly, it ensures that we



December 17, 2024

will always remember the victims of
the Holocaust, who were murdered sim-
ply for being Jewish.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Ms. Foxx) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3448.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————
JENNA QUINN LAW

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
1147) to amend the Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment Act to provide for
grants in support of training and edu-
cation to teachers and other school em-
ployees, students, and the community
about how to prevent, recognize, re-
spond to, and report child sexual abuse
among primary and secondary school
students.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1147

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Jenna Quinn
Law”.

SEC. 2. CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AWARENESS FIELD
INITIATED GRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 105(a) of the
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
(42 U.S.C. 5106(a)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

¢“(8) CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AWARENESS FIELD-
INITIATED GRANTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may
award grants under this subsection to enti-
ties, for periods of up to 5 years, in support
of field-initiated innovation projects that ad-
vance, establish, or implement comprehen-
sive, innovative, evidence-based or evidence-
informed child sexual abuse awareness and
prevention programs by—

‘(i) improving student awareness of child
sexual abuse in an age-appropriate manner,
including how to recognize, prevent, and
safely report child sexual abuse;

‘“(ii) training teachers, school employees,
and other mandatory reporters and adults
who work with children in a professional or
volunteer capacity, including with respect to
recognizing child sexual abuse and safely re-
porting child sexual abuse; or

‘“(iii) providing information to parents and
guardians of students about child sexual
abuse awareness and prevention, including
how to prevent, recognize, respond to, and
report child sexual abuse and how to discuss
child sexual abuse with a child.

‘(B) REPORTING.—Each entity receiving a
grant under subparagraph (A) shall submit
an annual report to the Secretary, for the
duration of the grant period, on the projects
carried out using such grant, including the
number of participants, the services pro-
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vided, and the outcomes of the projects, in-
cluding participant evaluations.”.

(b) REPORT ON EFFECTIVENESS OF EXPENDI-
TURES.—Not later than 5 years after the date
on which the first grant is awarded under
paragraph (8) of section 105(a) of the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42
U.S.C. 5106(a)), as added by subsection (a),
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall—

(1) prepare a report that describes the
projects for which funds are expended under
paragraph (8) of such section 105(a)(8) and
evaluates the effectiveness of those projects;
and

(2) submit the report to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and
the Committee on Finance of the Senate and
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force and the Committee on Ways and Means
of the House of Representatives.

(c) REPORT ON DUPLICATIVE NATURE OF EX-
PENDITURES.—Not later than 5 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall—

(1) prepare a report that examines whether
the projects described in subsection (b) are
duplicative of other activities supported by
Federal funds; and

(2) submit the report to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and
the Committee on Finance of the Senate and
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force and the Committee on Ways and Means
of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxXX) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on S. 1147.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill’s story begins
with its namesake, Jenna Quinn, a
teenage sexual assault survivor.

Legislation in Jenna’s name was en-
acted in the State of Texas in 2009 and
has already saved countless children
from abuse. In fact, a study found that
after Jenna’s Law was passed in Texas
in 2009, educators reported abuse at a
rate of almost four times more after re-
ceiving education and instruction
about abuse. Now, Congress has a
chance to apply some of the law’s key
protections across the country.

Child abuse and neglect are heart-
breaking, immoral, and inexcusable.
No child should ever have to endure
pain and suffering. In a perfect world,
we would not need laws addressing
child abuse, but this world is far from
perfect.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 1 in 4 girls and
1in 13 boys in the United States are es-
timated to experience child abuse.

The National Children’s Alliance
states: ‘“An estimated 558,899 children
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(unique incidents) were victims of
abuse and neglect in the U.S. in 2022,
the most recent year for which there is
national data.”

The Jenna Quinn Law, S. 1147, cham-
pions prevention through education.
This bill aims to prevent child sexual
abuse by allowing schools to utilize ex-
isting grants to educate teachers, staff,
parents, and students to recognize and
respond to abuse.

In addition to protecting children,
the bill respects taxpayer money. The
bill does not mandate or authorize any
new spending. Importantly, it includes
a provision that requires the Comp-
troller General of the United States to
provide oversight by submitting a re-
port to the respective committees no
later than 5 years after enactment to
ensure that the funds are used effec-
tively and transparently.

To sum it up, this bipartisan legisla-
tion directly addresses the pervasive
issue of child sexual abuse in our coun-
try. S. 1147 recognizes that parents,
educators, and other school personnel
are on the front lines in recognizing
and reporting child abuse and equips
them with the knowledge of the signs
of abuse and the tools to report abuse
accurately and correctly.

Protecting the Nation’s children is
not a partisan issue but a moral imper-
ative.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representatives
MORAN and WILD for their tireless ad-
vocacy on the issue and for working on
this bill. I encourage my colleagues to
support S. 1147, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
1147, the Jenna Quinn Law. The Jenna
Quinn Law considers only one small
part of the much broader Child Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Act, or
CAPTA.

Through the reauthorization of
CAPTA, Congress could take meaning-
ful steps in preventing and addressing
child abuse and neglect through pro-
viding States with the necessary re-
sources to strengthen community-
based child abuse prevention services.
Despite CAPTA reauthorization pass-
ing in the House on a bipartisan basis
in two previous Congresses, the bill did
not become law, so we find ourselves
here today considering the very nar-
rowly drafted Jenna Quinn Law, which
specifies that the HHS Secretary can
award projects aimed at preventing
child sexual abuse. It must be said that
the Jenna Quinn Law regrettably does
not authorize any new funding for such
projects.

Reauthorizing CAPTA would have
been a much better route and is a top
priority, but another priority would be
to address the communication holes in
State child welfare systems. Specifi-
cally, the inability to communicate
the threat of child endangerment
across State lines can have devastating
consequences.
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In particular, one of my constituents,
Heaven Watkins, fell victim to the lack
of communication between State wel-
fare agencies. In her case, the system
allowed her to remain with an abusive
parent who moved her from Minnesota
to Virginia. Her past abuse was not
communicated with Virginia officials,
and the move resulted in her tragic
death.

I am frustrated that this bill did not
come to us under regular order. As a
result, I am not able to offer the
amendment that I offered at markup
and the language that had been in-
cluded in previous House-passed
CAPTA reauthorization bills. My
amendment would have required the
creation of a nationwide interstate
data exchange system to provide case-
workers with appropriate background
and information on a family’s inter-
action with the child welfare system in
another State. If we had that State
database in place, then it could have
prevented further abuse or even death
at the hands of abusive caregivers
whose actions are not monitored across
State lines, as was the case for Heaven
Watkins and countless children.

While, ultimately, I will support the
Jenna Quinn Law as far as it goes, the
issue of child abuse prevention and
treatment requires a more comprehen-
sive approach. We can and should do
more to reduce child abuse and neglect.

Despite the lack of a more com-
prehensive approach and no additional
funding, this bill is still a step in the
right direction. As a result, I will vote
‘“‘yes’ on the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise be-
fore you today to speak in support of S.
1147, the Jenna Quinn Law.

As the proud sponsor of the House
companion legislation, I know how
critical and vital this legislation is for
SO many.

I thank, at the outset, Senator COR-
NYN for his hard work on the Senate
side on this bill and for his years of
leadership protecting children.

S. 1147 will authorize the Department
of Health and Human Services to allow
existing Federal funds to be used by el-
igible entities for evidence-based, in-
formed training on sexual abuse pre-
vention, education, and reporting.
These courses would focus on teachers,
school employees, students, caregivers,
and other adults who work with chil-
dren.

Furthermore, the bill would ensure
that grant recipients coordinate with
local educational agencies to train stu-
dents, professionals, and volunteers
who work with children on abuse pre-
vention, recognition, and reporting.
These are important matters.

This bill, however, does not add to
overall spending. We do have a spend-
ing problem here in the United States.
Rather, it makes existing funding
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available for these
grams.

Over the past year, I have had the
privilege of meeting and getting to
know the namesake of this bill, Texan
Jenna Quinn.

Mr. Speaker, you just heard her
story. Jenna is a symbol of hope and
bravery. She has an inspiring story of
overcoming sexual abuse herself, and
her unwavering commitment to help-
ing so many like her who have been or
presently are victims of abuse is just
remarkable.

As it stands, our Nation’s children
face a tragic and silent epidemic, child
sexual abuse.

As I speak before you now, Mr.
Speaker, every 9 minutes, new evidence
for a claim of sexual abuse is substan-
tiated. Of all victims under the age of
18, 2 out of 3 are between the ages of 12
and 17. Tragically, child sexual abuse is
one of the most underreported crimes
in our country.

Mr. Speaker, 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 13
boys are subject to this heartbreaking
reality. Even more alarming, 90 per-
cent of these children who are victims
of sexual abuse know and trust their
abuser. The same was true for Jenna
Quinn.

While child sexual abuse is a crimi-
nal epidemic, one part of the solution
to this tragedy lies in preventative
education. Education, combined with a
comprehensive set of preventative poli-
cies, is a powerful tool to combat this
crisis.

School personnel report 52 percent of
all identified child abuse cases classi-
fied as causing harm to children, more
than any other profession or organiza-
tion, including child protective serv-
ices and law enforcement. For that, we
are profoundly grateful to our edu-
cational partners.
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Each life is precious, and each life de-
serves protection at all stages. I am
confident that the Jenna Quinn bill
will strengthen our efforts to prevent
the evils of child sexual abuse and help
identify children who have experienced
this or are currently experiencing it
and get it stopped. Most importantly,
it will help them in finding pathways
to healing.

Today, I am grateful that both Re-
publicans and Democrats have come to-
gether to pass or will pass this bipar-
tisan, bicameral, and commonsense
legislation.

I thank Representative SUSAN WILD
on the Democratic side for her hard
work on this effort, and I thank Chair-
woman FoxX and her staff for their
dedication and hard work on bringing
this legislation to the floor.

I know that there are children whose
lives will forever be impacted for the
better because of the Jenna Quinn bill.

Mr. Speaker, today, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and get it
to the President’s desk so it can be
signed into law.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman

important pro-
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from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD), a dis-
tinguished member of the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairwoman, the ranking member, and
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. MORAN)
for bringing the Jenna Quinn act for-
ward. It is so important.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the Jenna Quinn act, a crucial piece
of legislation that directly addresses
the pervasive issue of child sexual
abuse in our country.

Unfortunately, child sexual abuse is
a silent epidemic. The CDC estimates
that 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 13 boys will ex-
perience sexual abuse before the age of
18.

In my home State of Pennsylvania,
child abuse laws reflect the sobering
reality of this crisis. Between 2019 and
2023, a period of 4 years, there were
more than 32,000 individuals charged in
child abuse cases, and of those charged,
a striking 56 percent were between the
ages of 19 and 35, and 23 percent of
these defendants were charged with en-
dangering the welfare of children, ac-
cording to the Unified Judicial System
of Pennsylvania.

These numbers highlight the wide-
spread and deeply rooted problem in
our communities. They also reinforce
the need for proactive measures to pre-
vent child abuse before it occurs, which
is exactly what the Jenna Quinn act
seeks to accomplish.

This bill empowers educators and
school personnel, who are often on the
front lines when it comes to identi-
fying and stopping child sexual abuse,
with the tools they need to recognize,
report, and prevent the abuse from
happening. By providing schools with
trauma-informed training and helping
staff to recognize, report, and ulti-
mately prevent child sexual abuse, the
Jenna Quinn act will create a safer en-
vironment for children across the coun-
try.

This training is not about turning
teachers into investigators. It is about
making sure that every teacher knows
what to do if a child shows evidence of
abuse or discloses abuse or if the teach-
er notices warning signs. It is about
giving those children the chance to be
heard and to be helped.

The bill emphasizes flexibility, allow-
ing States to develop the right pro-
grams for their schools while ensuring
that Federal support is there to back
them up.

Let me be clear that this bill is a bi-
partisan solution to a problem that
knows no political boundaries. Pro-
tecting our children is not a partisan
issue, but it is a moral imperative. Our
educators deserve the training and re-
sources that they need to effectively
intervene in situations of abuse, and
our children deserve to feel safe in
their classrooms.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting ‘‘yes” on the Jenna
Quinn act.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time
to close.

Mr. Speaker, while this legislation
would be a step to improve prevention,
awareness, and reporting of child sex-
ual abuse in schools, it woefully falls
short of a comprehensive reauthoriza-
tion of the Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act, or CAPTA.

CAPTA was last reauthorized over a
decade ago in 2010, and a timely reau-
thorization is an appropriate solution
to prevent child abuse and neglect from
happening in the first place and pro-
vide better evidence-based treatments
to address child maltreatment.

In both the 116th and the 117th Con-
gresses, when I was chairman of the
committee, the House passed a bipar-
tisan CAPTA reauthorization bill
called Stronger CAPTA. Regrettably, a
CAPTA reauthorization has not yet be-
come law despite a mutual under-
standing that Congress must do more
to support children and families.

If the bipartisan Stronger CAPTA
bill had been signed into law, it would
have already provided States with nec-
essary resources to expand locally driv-
en prevention strategies, which
strengthen families and invest in child
protective services agencies.

Unfortunately, the bill we are consid-
ering today does not provide any addi-
tional funding to implement its pro-
posed grant program on child sexual
abuse prevention and awareness. In
contrast, Stronger CAPTA would actu-
ally provide States with the resources
to strengthen prevention programs.

Research shows that the best way to
support families is to provide a tar-
geted prevention to families of at-risk
children when they are at risk of mal-
treatment, and primary prevention
services need to be provided so that
families can be served before they be-
come vulnerable to factors associated
with maltreatment.

Additionally, Stronger CAPTA would
have streamlined communications be-
tween child protective services agen-
cies across the country so that critical
information is not lost across State
lines. Such a system would likely have
saved the life of Heaven Watkins, the
11-year-old who I mentioned before,
who tragically died because local child
protective services had no way of
knowing that her parents had a history
of child abuse in another State.

If the reforms in Stronger CAPTA
had been in place, Heaven’s death
would likely have been prevented. By
investing in prevention strategies and
improving the collection and sharing of
vital information, we can keep children
like Heaven from slipping through the
cracks.

There is no doubt that Congress has a
vital role in helping States protect
children from immediate injury and
lifelong emotional trauma associated
with child abuse and neglect.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing in a bipartisan manner in the next
Congress to reauthorize CAPTA. Mean-
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while, I urge my colleagues to support
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, children are the Na-
tion’s future, but, sadly, the life and
bright future of hundreds of thousands
of children are threatened each year by
abuse and neglect.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1147 allows for grants
for child sexual abuse prevention pro-
grams in schools, equipping educators
to recognize and report signs of abuse
early.

Jenna Quinn’s story reminds us of
the urgency to act, and this bill en-
sures that we continue to safeguard
vulnerable children from preventable
cases of sexual assault. I believe this
legislation, in the face of evil, will help
prevent child sexual abuse and help
identify children who are experiencing
these horrible acts to be put on a path
towards healing.

By passing S. 1147, Congress is taking
meaningful steps to prevent additional
child abuse and neglect by providing
States with the tools necessary to
strengthen child abuse prevention serv-
ices.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MEUSER). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, S. 1147.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON
INDIAN EDUCATION IMPROVE-
MENT ACT

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
5355) to ensure that the National Advi-
sory Council on Indian Education in-
cludes at least 1 member who is the
president of a Tribal College or Univer-
sity.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 5355

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Ad-

visory Council on Indian Education Improve-

ment Act” or the ‘“NACIE Improvement

Act”.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON IN-
DIAN EDUCATION.

By not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act and notwithstanding
any other provision of section 6141 of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7471), the President shall en-
sure that the National Advisory Council on
Indian Education established under such sec-
tion includes at least one member who is a
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president of a Tribal College or University
(as defined in section 316(b) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059¢c(b)).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 5355.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
5355, the National Advisory Council on
Indian Education Improvement, or
NACIE, Act.

NACIE is the Department of Edu-
cation’s Tribal advisory group, com-
posed of 15 members who are appointed
by the President.

NACIE advises the Secretaries of
both the Education Department and
the Department of the Interior on pro-
grams serving Tribes and members.

Currently, there is no requirement
that a Tribal college or university,
TCU, president sit on the board. As a
result, the Education Department’s
Tribal consultation sessions often do
not provide the opportunity for TCU
leaders, who are the prominent leaders
in Tribal post-secondary education, to
provide direct input.

S. 5355 requires at least one of
NACIE’s members be the president of a
TCU. In doing so, the legislation would
give TCUs a seat at the table when dis-
cussing Tribal education.

Simply put, this bipartisan legisla-
tion ensures T'CUs have a voice in deci-
sions that directly impact Native-
American students.

Strengthening our Nation’s post-sec-
ondary education system means sup-
porting all types of colleges and uni-
versities. Today, we can take an impor-
tant step to strengthen TCUs, which
play an important role in serving stu-
dents and expanding the opportunities
for skills and a post-secondary edu-
cation in communities across America.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this legislation, which ensures that
presidents of Tribal colleges and uni-
versities, TCUs, will have a direct voice
on the National Advisory Council on
Indian Education. This bill is a nec-
essary step to guarantee that TCUs, in-
stitutions that serve as educational
hubs for Native-American commu-
nities, always have a voice in Federal
funding discussions that directly im-
pact their colleges.
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As many of my colleagues know, the
Federal Government holds a unique
trust responsibility to the Native and
Tribal communities, a responsibility
that is not just a legal obligation, but
a moral one. This trust is rooted in
both the U.S. Constitution and cen-
turies of commitments to Native com-
munities.

Tribal colleges and universities pur-
sue a unique mission. Not only do they
educate Native communities, but they
also preserve and advance Native-
American culture and traditions. TCUs
are central to the survival of Native
languages, history, and cultural prac-
tices, all while providing access to
higher education and advancing eco-
nomic opportunities for Native stu-
dents.

Having TCU representation will help
to advise the NACIE as they fulfill one
of their duties in advising the Edu-
cation, Health, and Labor Secretaries
in ways to strengthen TCUs and in-
crease TCU participation in Federal
agency programs.

While congressional Democrats and
the Biden administration made critical
investments to address the dispropor-
tionate impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on Native-American commu-
nities, including through COVID relief
funds totaling over $360 million, much
work still remains.

Congress must make stronger, sus-
tained investments in TCUs to address
decades of systemic underfunding that
these institutions have faced. This bill
is about more than just adding a voice
to the commission. It is about ensuring
that the leaders of these vital institu-
tions, who are on the front lines of edu-
cation, have the opportunity to advo-
cate for the unique needs of their stu-
dents.

By including TCU presidents in
NACIE, we ensure that Native leaders
across the educational pipeline always
have a guaranteed seat at the table.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation,
which will help honor our trust respon-
sibility to Indian Tribes and support
Native-American students and commu-
nities across the country.

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to close,
and I reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, TCUs provide an impor-
tant doorway to postsecondary edu-
cation for many American students.

TCUs know best what their students
and communities need. S. 5355, the Na-
tional Advisory Council on Indian Edu-
cation Improvement (NACIE) Act, will
give TCUs a seat at the table during
the decisionmaking process.

This will not only ensure that Na-
tive-American students are Dbetter
served, but it will also ensure that tax-
payer resources will be used more effi-
ciently and effectively.

TCUs provide an important doorway
to postsecondary education for many
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students. This bipartisan legislation
will help strengthen that voice and the
voice of the postsecondary education
leaders who deserve to share their
unique experiences and guidance with
the rest of NACIE.

Mr. Speaker, before I yield back my
time, I will take a few minutes to re-
flect on my time leading the Education
and the Workforce Committee.

First, I applaud the committee’s
ranking member, BOBBY SCOTT. You
wouldn’t think a Democrat with two
Harvard degrees would have much in
common with a Republican who grew
up without running water or elec-
tricity and was the first in her family
to go to college, but we are both real-
ists who want to get things done.

We are passionate about the commit-
tee’s issues. It has been a pleasure to
work alongside BOBBY.

Our colleagues have heard us say this
before, but we both share the senti-
ment that you can disagree without
being disagreeable.

Let me say something about the
work of the committee it was my
honor to lead for two terms.

My family grew up poor, but my par-
ents always believed in the power of
education and hard work. My work on
the committee has centered on ensur-
ing those who grew up like me can ac-
complish anything they set their minds
to and that education can help them do
it.

Unfortunately, students and parents
have been living through an education
nightmare characterized by massive
learning loss, attacks on parental
rights, a leftist takeover of curricula,
and plummeting confidence in our edu-
cation system.

To put our students on a path to suc-
cess, I have worked with my colleagues
to pass the Parents Bill of Rights, fight
for school choice, protect women’s
sports, push for lower college costs and

more accountability, and promote
strong workforce development pro-
grams.

The committee has also fought at-
tempts by the Department of Labor
and the National Labor Relations
Board to push all workers into unions
and extend the Federal Government’s
control over the workforce.

Additionally, we have worked to pro-
tect the retirement savings of workers
and retirees, save private insurance
and increase healthcare affordability,
protect small businesses, allow flexible
work arrangements, and expand worker
choice.

We have been busy, Mr. Speaker.

Of course, I can’t talk about the com-
mittee’s work without talking about
my passion for accountability. As
elected Representatives, it is our duty
to hold the Federal Government to the
highest standard of accountability so
that hardworking taxpayer dollars are
used effectively and efficiently.

When we push for answers, parents
are no longer left in the dark, law-
makers are better informed when it
comes time to consider legislation, and
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American taxpayers see where their
hard-earned money is going.

None of the work accomplished by
the committee was done by me alone. I
was bolstered at every turn by the sup-
port and efforts of my colleagues. More
importantly, I had the incredible tal-
ent of a dedicated staff.

Mr. Speaker, when I first came to
Congress, I heard Members on the floor
saying all these fabulous things about
their staff, and it was hard for me to
envision at the beginning how impor-
tant the staff could be, but I have cer-
tainly come to understand that as the
chair of the committee. To all of the
staff, I say thank you, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of the time.

Mr. Speaker, on the legislation, I will
emphasize the fact that this bill is
more than just adding a voice on the
National Advisory Council on Indian
Education; it is about honoring our Na-
tion’s commitment to Native-Amer-
ican communities and ensuring that
Tribal colleges and universities are
properly represented to discuss the ef-
fective legislation and executive action
on their future and the students they
serve.

We must include TCUs in conversa-
tions on Federal funding and edu-
cational policy. This bill is a step to-
ward ensuring Native-American stu-
dents and the institutions they serve
will have the resources and support
they need to thrive.

I urge my colleagues to support the
legislation as a demonstration of our
commitment to empowering the Na-
tive-American communities through
education.

Mr. Speaker, before I yield back, I
will comment on the fact that this will
be the last bill brought by Dr. FOXX in
her capacity as chair of the committee.

I just point out that when we became
chair and ranking member—we
switched back and forth—we agreed
that we would try to be the most dig-
nified committee on Capitol Hill.

Regrettably, that is a mighty low bar
around here, but I think we did as she
has indicated. I think we demonstrated
how you can disagree without being
disagreeable. There were a lot of things
we didn’t agree on, but there were a lot
of things we did. There was a lot of job
training legislation that we were able
to agree on, retirement savings, child
abuse and prevention that we just con-
sidered, several healthcare bills, sur-
prise billing, and things like that that
took a lot of work.

We showed that it is possible to enact
meaningful legislation on a bipartisan
basis when you are willing to work to-
gether in a constructive way.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Dr. FOXX
on her chairmanship and understand
that there may be other leadership po-
sitions in her future, but I thank her
for being able to conduct the com-
mittee as we were able to do it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
Congressman SCOTT’s comments very
much. We have worked together very
well. Now I urge my colleagues to vote
for S. 53565, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Ms. Foxx) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 5355.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KLAMATH BASIN WATER
AGREEMENT SUPPORT ACT OF 2024

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 7938) to amend the Klamath
Basin Water Supply Enhancement Act
of 2000 to provide the Secretary of the
Interior with certain authorities with
respect to projects affecting the Klam-
ath Basin watershed, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7938

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Klamath
Basin Water Agreement Support Act of
2024°.

SEC. 2. KLAMATH PROJECT WATER AND POWER.

(a) ADDRESSING WATER, POWER, AND FACILI-
TIES MANAGEMENT FOR IRRIGATION.—Section
4 of the Klamath Basin Water Supply En-
hancement Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-498) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(d) RESTORATION ACTIVITIES.—The Sec-
retary may—

‘(1) plan, design, construct, operate, and
maintain projects in the Klamath Basin wa-
tershed, including—

““(A) facilities to reduce fish entrainment;

‘(B) projects that reduce or avoid impacts
on aquatic resources of facilities involved in
the storage or diversion of water for irriga-
tion in the Klamath Project service area;
and

‘(C) projects that restore habitats in the
Klamath Basin watershed, including Tribal
fishery resources held in trust;

“(2) undertake studies, including feasi-
bility studies, and improvements that the
Secretary determines to be necessary to im-
plement this subsection;

‘(3) in implementing this subsection, enter
into contracts, memoranda of understanding,
financial assistance agreements, cost-shar-
ing agreements, or other appropriate agree-
ments with—

‘“(A) State, Tribal, and local governmental
agencies; and

“(B) private parties; and

‘“(4) accept and expend non-Federal funds
in order to facilitate implementation of this
subsection.

‘‘(e) GOALS.—The goals of activities under
subsections (b) and (d) shall include, as ap-
plicable—

‘(1) the short-term and long-term reduc-
tion and resolution of conflicts relating to
water in the Klamath Basin watershed; and

‘“(2) compatibility and utility for pro-
tecting natural resources throughout the
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Klamath Basin watershed, including the pro-
tection, preservation, and restoration of
Klamath River Tribal fishery resources, par-
ticularly through collaboratively developed
agreements.

“(fy PUMPING PLANT D.—The Secretary
may enter into 1 or more agreements with
the Tulelake Irrigation District to reimburse
the Tulelake Irrigation District for not more
than 69 percent of the cost incurred by the
Tulelake Irrigation District for the oper-
ation and maintenance of Pumping Plant D,
subject to the condition that the cost results
in benefits to the United States.

¢(g) KENO AND LINK RIVER DAMS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior shall comply with the
terms of the agreement entitled ‘2016 Klam-
ath Power and Facilities Agree-
ment’(‘Agreement’), including Attachment A
to the Agreement.”.

(b) ADMINISTRATION; EFFECT.—

(1) COMPLIANCE.—In implementing the
amendments made by this section, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall comply with—

(A) the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); and

(C) all other applicable laws.

(2) EFFECT.—None of the
made by this section—

(A) modify any authority or obligation of
the United States with respect to any Tribal
trust or treaty obligation of the United
States;

(B) create or determine any water right; or

(C) affect any water right or water right
claim in existence on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 7938, the bill now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7938, the Klamath Basin Water Agree-
ment Support Act of 2024.

This legislation, sponsored by Con-
gressman CLIFF BENTZ, would uphold
the commitments made by the Federal
Government in the agreements con-
cerning dam removal and species res-
toration, which are aimed at ensuring
farmers are shielded from the adverse
effects of these actions.

The Klamath River Basin in southern
Oregon and northern California encom-
passes more than 12,000 square miles
with some of the most productive irri-
gated agriculture in the country.

The basin is partially supported by
the Bureau of Reclamation’s Klamath
Project and is home to six national
wildlife refuges, which rely on basin
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waters to sustain migratory bird habi-
tats and support Native American
Tribal fishing grounds. However, this
basin has been plagued by decades of
disagreement and conflicting agency
opinions on how to best conserve the
ESA-listed species.

While H.R. 7938 provides the Depart-
ment of the Interior the authorization
to operate and improve infrastructure,
it makes clear that Klamath Project
irrigators are not responsible for those
costs. The bill also enables Reclama-
tion to implement conservation meas-
ures for ESA-listed species through fish
screens and other restoration projects.
This would protect Tribal resources in
the basin and avoid additional regu-
latory burdens on other stakeholders.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
BENTZ for his diligent leadership on
this issue and tireless support of the
Klamath Basin. I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Klamath Basin Water Agreement Sup-
port Act, which seeks to resolve stake-
holder conflicts regarding water use
and fish and wildlife management in
the Klamath River Basin.

Since time immemorial, the Klamath
River has supported the livelihoods of
several tribes in the basin. It continues
to play a key role in each of these

tribes’ cultures, economies, and food
sovereignty.
Unfortunately, the construction of

dams along the river and changing cli-
mate conditions in the basin resulted
in devastating consequences for tribes,
agriculture, fish and wildlife, and fish-
ing communities as a result of reduced
water flows.

Since planning for dam removal in
the lower Klamath River started, there
have been years of work and negotia-
tions between the tribes and other par-
ties to reach agreement on issues af-
fecting water, fish, and wildlife in the
basin.

After the removal of the four lower
Klamath Dams, salmon have already
begun migrating into previously inac-
cessible historic salmon spawning habi-
tat. Good for them.

The legislation before us today would
build on this historic restoration
project by further supporting the com-
mitments made under the Klamath
Basin agreements.

I thank the majority for working
with us to ensure that Tribal concerns
with the introduced language were ad-
dressed prior to moving the bill out of
committee.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BENTZ), the lead sponsor of
the bill.

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 7938, as amended.
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This long overdue legislation is nec-
essary if the Federal Government is to
honor critical commitments it has
made to farmers and ranchers in my
district in Oregon and Mr. LAMALFA’S
district in northern California.

For generations, farmers and ranch-
ers receiving water delivered from the
Klamath River and Klamath Lake have
assumed the risk of weather, sky-
rocketing costs of production, wildly
fluctuating markets, while playing by
the rules, conserving more and more
water, and continuing to do their best
to provide high-quality food for our Na-
tion.

However, over the past 25 years, they
have done so under the additional bur-
den of federally mandated drastic re-
ductions in the amount of water they
have State certified rights to use.
These reductions dictated federally,
coupled with increasing drought,
threaten farmers’ and ranchers’ liveli-
hoods, the communities that rely upon
them, and ultimately our Nation’s food
supply.

The reason this legislation is needed
now is because earlier this year, the
four hydroelectric dams on the Klam-
ath River in Oregon and California
were dismantled and removed. This
leaves operation of instream struc-
tures, located upriver from the now re-
moved four hydroelectric dams, at
legal risk through no fault or action of
or by the farmers.

O 1600

As context, Mr. Speaker, for over 100
years, there were four hydroelectric fa-
cilities on the Klamath River. These
facilities were located downstream
from the Klamath Reclamation Project
diversion structures. The four hydro-
electric dams generated low-cost,
clean, renewable energy for over a cen-
tury. Although they were built by a
local company, they were eventually
acquired by PacifiCorp, a nationally
operating investor-owned electrical
utility.

In recent years, State and Federal
regulators decided they wanted the
four lower dams on the Klamath River
removed. Regulations and litigation
drove the cost of relicensing these
dams through the roof, leading their
owner, PacifiCorp, to the not-too-sur-
prising conclusion that disposing of
rather than relicensing the dams was
the best path forward.

Based on this, PacifiCorp agreed the
dams could be removed, but only if
someone else assumed all legal respon-
sibility and paid for all the work.

In addition, as a condition of allow-
ing the four hydroelectric dams to be
removed, PacifiCorp demanded that
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation as-
sume ownership of all remaining water
infrastructure previously owned by
PacifiCorp, including the Link River
and Keno Dams, regardless of their
condition, shifting all and whatever li-
abilities, known and unknown, that
might burden them to the Bureau of
Reclamation.
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In the 15 years before removal of the
hydroelectric dams, farmers and ranch-
ers on the Klamath Project were prom-
ised that they would not have to bear
the cost of retrofitting and updating
this upstream infrastructure. This leg-
islation will finally deliver on those
promises.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD a link to this copy
of the 2016 Klamath Power and Facili-
ties Agreement, which reflects some of
these promises: https:/bentz.house.gov/
sites/evo-subsites/bentz.house. gov/files/
evo-media-document/
OR02Sharp 20241217  150611-com-
pressed.pdf

In addition, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 7938
partially addresses another con-
sequence of the destruction of these
dams. The major reason for their re-
moval was to allow salmon, steelhead,
and other fish to migrate up rivers and
streams to new areas. However, accom-
panying these returning fish are regu-
lations and regulators anxious to make
sure that the fish have appropriate
means of passage, but the Klamath
Project’s irrigation infrastructure was
not built or designed to deal with the
needs of these species.

Over the past 15 years, irrigators in
the Klamath Project have been repeat-
edly assured that there would not be
any significant new regulatory burden
or costs imposed upon them associated
with removal of the four dams and the
resultant arrival of fish, yet here we
are.

Fortunately, this legislation would
give the Bureau of Reclamation some
of the authority and tools needed to
keep that promise.

I thank my colleagues, Mr. LAMALFA,
Ranking Member HUFFMAN, and the
Natural Resources Committee for sup-
porting and working with me on this
important bill. I also thank Chair
WESTERMAN.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on
H.R. 7938.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support the
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
7938 would provide important tools and
certainty for both wildlife and people
living in the Klamath River Basin. The
irrigated lands of the Klamath Project
support family farms and ranches,
Tribal fishing rights, and the recovery
of several ESA-listed fish species. This
legislation builds upon vital work
being done by these groups.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank my col-
league, Mr. BENTZ, for his work on the
bill. I urge Members to support this
commonsense legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7938, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

MODERNIZING ACCESS TO OUR
PUBLIC WATERS ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6127) to provide for the stand-
ardization, consolidation, and publica-
tion of data relating to public outdoor
recreational use of Federal waterways
among Federal land and water manage-
ment agencies, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6127

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Modernizing
Access to Our Public Waters Act” or the
“MAPWaters Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTION.—The
term ‘‘Federal fishing restriction’” means a
defined area in which all or certain fishing
activities are temporarily or permanently
prohibited or restricted by a Federal land or
water management agency.

(2) FEDERAL LAND OR WATER MANAGEMENT
AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Federal land or water
management agency’ means—

(A) the Bureau of Reclamation;

(B) the National Park Service;

(C) the Bureau of Land Management;

(D) the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

(E) the Forest Service.

(3) FEDERAL WATERWAY.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral waterway’’ means any portion of a body
of water managed partially or wholly by 1 or
more of the relevant Secretaries.

(4) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTION.—The
term ‘‘Federal waterway restriction” means
a restriction on the access or use of a Fed-
eral waterway applied under applicable law
by 1 or more of the Secretaries.

(5) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries”
means—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service; and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. INTERAGENCY DATA STANDARDIZATION.

Not later than 30 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretaries, in co-
ordination with the Federal Geographic Data
Committee established by section 753(a) of
the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 (43
U.S.C. 2802(a)), shall jointly develop and
adopt interagency standards to ensure com-
patibility and interoperability among appli-
cable Federal databases with respect to the
collection and dissemination of geospatial
data relating to public outdoor recreational
access of Federal waterways and Federal
fishing restrictions.

SEC. 4. DATA CONSOLIDATION AND PUBLICA-
TION.

(a) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTIONS.—
Not later than 4 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, each of the Secretaries,
to the maximum extent practicable, shall
digitize and make publicly available online,
as applicable, geographic information sys-
tem data that includes, with respect to Fed-
eral waterway restrictions—

(1) status information with respect to the
conditions under which Federal waterways
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are open or closed to entry or watercraft, in-
cluding watercraft inspection, decontamina-
tion requirements, low-elevation aircraft, or
diving;

(2) the dates on which Federal waterways
are seasonally closed to entry or watercraft;

(3) the areas of Federal waterways with re-
strictions on motorized propulsion, horse-
power, or fuel type;

(4) the areas of Federal waterways with an-
choring restrictions, no wake zones, exclu-
sion zones, danger areas, or vessel speed re-
strictions;

(56) Federal waterway restrictions on the
direction of travel, including upstream or
downstream travel; and

(6) the types of watercraft that are re-
stricted on each area of a Federal waterway,
including the permissibility of—

(A) canoes;

(B) rafts and driftboats;

(C) motorboats;

(D) personal watercraft;

(E) airboats;

(F') amphibious aircraft;

(G) hovercraft;

(H) oversnow vehicles and other motorized
vehicles on frozen bodies of water; and

(I) oceangoing ships; and

(7) citations documenting the source of the
restrictions.

(b) FEDERAL WATERWAY ACCESS AND NAVI-
GATION INFORMATION.—Not later than 4 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, each
of the Secretaries, to the maximum extent
practicable, shall digitize and make publicly
available online, as applicable, geographic
information system data that includes, with
respect to Federal waterway access and navi-
gation information—

(1)(A) the location of boat ramps, portages,
and fishing access sites under the authority
of the Federal land or water management
agency; and

(B) the identification of the dates on which
the facilities and sites identified under sub-
paragraph (A) are open or closed, as applica-
ble; and

(2) bathymetric
charts, as feasible.

(c) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTIONS.—Not
later than 4 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, each of the Secretaries, to
the maximum extent practicable, shall
digitize and make publicly available online
geographic information system data that de-
scribes, with respect to Federal fishing re-
strictions—

(1) the location and geographic boundaries
of Federal fishing restrictions on rec-
reational and commercial fishing, includ-
ing—

(A) full or partial closures;

(B) no-take zones; and

(C) Federal fishing restrictions within or
surrounding marine protected areas;

(2) Federal fishing restrictions enacted
pursuant to section 302(b) of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1732(b)); and

(3) Federal requirements with respect to
catch and release.

(d) PuBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretaries
shall develop a process to allow members of
the public to submit questions or comments
regarding the information described in sub-
sections (a) and (b).

(e) UPDATES.—The Secretaries, to the max-
imum extent practicable, shall update—

(1) the data described in subsections (a)
and (b) not less frequently than 2 times per
year; and

(2) the data described in subsection (¢) in
real time as changes go into effect.

(f) EXCLUSION.—This section shall not
apply to irrigation canals and flowage ease-
ments.

(g) DISCLOSURE.—Any geographic informa-
tion system data made publicly available

information and depth
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under this section shall not disclose informa-
tion regarding the nature, location, char-
acter, or ownership of historic, paleontolog-
ical, or archaeological resources, consistent
with applicable law.

SEC. 5. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION.

(a) COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND THIRD-PARTY
PROVIDERS.—For purposes of carrying out
this Act, the Secretaries may—

(1) coordinate and partner with non-Fed-
eral agencies and private sector and non-
profit partners, including—

(A) State, territorial, and District of Co-
lumbia natural resource agencies;

(B) Tribal natural resource agencies;

(C) technology companies;

(D) geospatial data companies; and

(E) experts in data science, analytics, and
operations research; and

(2) enter into an agreement with a third
party to carry out any provision of this Act.

(b) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.—
The Secretaries may work with the Director
of the United States Geological Survey to
collect, aggregate, digitize, standardize, and
publish data on behalf of the Secretaries to
meet the requirements of this Act.

(c) REQUIREMENT.—WIith respect to data de-
veloped and distributed under this Act, the
Secretaries shall include a notice that any
geospatial data are subject to applicable
Federal, State, and Tribal regulations.

SEC. 6. REPORTS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act and annually thereafter
through March 30, 2033, the Secretaries shall
submit a report that describes the progress
made by the Secretaries with respect to
meeting the requirements of this Act to—

(1) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives;

(4) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; and

(5) the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 7. EFFECT.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) modifies or alters the definition of the
term ‘‘navigable waters’ under Federal law;

(2) affects the jurisdiction or authority of
State or Federal agencies to regulate navi-
gable waters;

(3) modifies or alters the authority or ju-
risdiction of Federal or State agencies to
manage fisheries; or

(4) authorizes or is intended to result in
the closing of or restriction of access to
waters open to hunting, fishing, or other
forms of outdoor recreation as of the date of
the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 6127, the bill now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.
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Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6127, the Modernizing Access to Our
Public Waters Act, or MAPWaters Act,
sponsored by the gentleman from Utah
(Mr. MOORE).

This bill seeks to improve rec-
reational access for our country’s boat-
ers and anglers by requiring agencies
to digitize maps of Federal waterways
and information related to the regula-
tions and restrictions to accessing
those waterways. The bill then calls
upon Federal land management agen-
cies to publish this information online
and work with the private sector to
make this information easily available
to the public.

This bill is necessary because access
to information related to regulations
and restrictions to Federal waterways
can often be hard to come by. The Nat-
ural Resources Committee heard testi-
mony about a specific example of an
unfortunate situation that happened at
Yellowstone National Park. A group of
backpackers was hiking to a remote
lake in the park where the group
planned to fish. Upon arriving at the
lake, they discovered that half the lake
was off-limits to fishing because of
nesting swans. It just so happens that
the half of the lake that was closed to
fishing was the part of the lake they
were permitted to fish.

This is unacceptable. Passing this
bill would prevent incidents like this
by ensuring this information is easily
available to the public.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, the MAPWaters Act would improve
the standardization and public access
to information about Federal waterway
restrictions, Federal waterway access
and navigation, and Federal fishing re-
strictions.

By standardizing and digitizing this
information, this bill would give Amer-
icans the information and confidence
to engage in recreation without search-
ing for and deciphering information
across numerous agency websites.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. MOORE), the lead sponsor of
the bill.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of my bill, the
Modernizing Access to Our Public
Waters Act, or MAPWaters Act, which
passed the Natural Resources Com-
mittee unanimously last month.

The legislation builds upon the suc-
cess of my MAPLand Act, enacted in
2022, and the MAP Army Corps lan-
guage included in this year’s Water Re-
sources Development Act to ensure
Americans can quickly see the public
resources around them and spend more
time recreating on the water that they
love.
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The MAPWaters Act will improve the
standardization, consolidation, and
availability of information on the rec-
reational opportunities for Federal wa-
terways, allowing recreationists in
Utah and around the country to have
the most up-to-date information on
what is available to them.

In addition to providing chances for
families to experience the outdoors and
instill a love of nature in new genera-
tions, recreational boating and fishing
are major drivers of Utah’s economy,
contributing over $536 million in 2023.

As our love for the outdoors con-
tinues to grow, accessing these public
treasures should be as easy as possible.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA), the
gentleman from Idaho (Mr. FULCHER),
and the gentlewoman from Michigan
(Mrs. DINGELL), as well as our Senate
companions, Senators BARRASSO and
KiING, for partnering with me on this ef-
fort.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 6127.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support the
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
again thank the gentleman from Utah
(Mr. MoOoORE) for his work on this bill
and his work as a Member of this body
to increase recreational access to our
public lands.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6127, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

LUMBEE FAIRNESS ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1101) to amend the Lumbee
Act of 1956, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1101

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lumbee
Fairness Act”.

SEC. 2. FEDERAL RECOGNITION.

The Act of June 7, 1956 (70 Stat. 254, chap-
ter 375), is amended—

(1) by striking section 2;

(2) in the first sentence of the first section,
by striking ‘“‘That the Indians’ and inserting
the following:

“SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF LUMBEE INDIANS.

“The Indians—"";

(3) in the preamble—

(A) by inserting before the first undesig-
nated clause the following:
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“SEC. 1. FINDINGS.

‘‘Congress finds that—"’;

(B) by designating the undesignated
clauses as paragraphs (1) through (4), respec-
tively, and indenting appropriately;

(C) by striking ‘“Whereas’ each place it ap-
pears;

(D) by striking ‘“‘and’ after the semicolon
at the end of each of paragraphs (1) and (2)
(as so designated); and

(E) in paragraph (4) (as so designated), by
striking ‘‘: Now, therefore,” and inserting a
period;

(4) by moving the enacting clause so as to
appear before section 1 (as so designated);

(5) by striking the last sentence of section
3 (as designated by paragraph (2));

(6) by inserting before section 3 (as des-
ignated by paragraph (2)) the following:

“SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

“In this Act:

‘(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

‘“(2) TRIBE.—The term ‘Tribe’ means the
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina or the
Lumbee Indians of North Carolina.’’; and

(7) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 4. FEDERAL RECOGNITION.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Federal recognition is
extended to the Tribe (as designated as peti-
tioner number 65 by the Office of Federal Ac-
knowledgment).

“(b) APPLICABILITY OF LAWS.—AIll laws and
regulations of the United States of general
application to Indians and Indian tribes shall
apply to the Tribe and its members.

‘‘(c) PETITION FOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—Not-
withstanding section 3, any group of Indians
in Robeson and adjoining counties, North
Carolina, whose members are not enrolled in
the Tribe (as determined under section 5(d))
may petition under part 83 of title 25 of the
Code of Federal Regulations for acknowledg-
ment of tribal existence.

“SEC. 5. ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL SERVICES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Tribe and its mem-
bers shall be eligible for all services and ben-
efits provided by the Federal Government to
federally recognized Indian tribes.

‘“(b) SERVICE AREA.—For the purpose of the
delivery of Federal services and benefits de-
scribed in subsection (a), those members of
the Tribe residing in Robeson, Cumberland,
Hoke, and Scotland counties in North Caro-
lina shall be deemed to be residing on or near
an Indian reservation.

“(c) DETERMINATION OF NEEDS.—On
verification by the Secretary of a tribal roll
under subsection (d), the Secretary and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall—

‘(1) develop, in consultation with the
Tribe, a determination of needs to provide
the services for which members of the Tribe
are eligible; and

‘(2) after the tribal roll is verified, each
submit to Congress a written statement of
those needs.

¢(d) TRIBAL ROLL.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purpose of the deliv-
ery of Federal services and benefits described
in subsection (a), the tribal roll in effect on
the date of enactment of this section shall,
subject to verification by the Secretary, de-
fine the service population of the Tribe.

¢(2) VERIFICATION LIMITATION AND DEAD-
LINE.—The verification by the Secretary
under paragraph (1) shall—

‘“(A) be limited to confirming documentary
proof of compliance with the membership
criteria set out in the constitution of the
Tribe adopted on November 16, 2001; and

‘“(B) be completed not later than 2 years
after the submission of a digitized roll with
supporting documentary proof by the Tribe
to the Secretary.
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“SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION TO TAKE LAND INTO
TRUST.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary is here-
by authorized to take land into trust for the
benefit of the Tribe.

“(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN LAND.—AnN ap-
plication to take into trust land located
within Robeson County, North Carolina,
under this section shall be treated by the
Secretary as an ‘on reservation’ trust acqui-
sition under part 151 of title 25, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or a successor regulation).
“SEC. 7. JURISDICTION OF STATE OF NORTH

CAROLINA.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to land lo-
cated within the State of North Carolina
that is owned by, or held in trust by the
United States for the benefit of, the Tribe, or
any dependent Indian community of the
Tribe, the State of North Carolina shall exer-
cise jurisdiction over—

‘(1) all criminal offenses that are com-
mitted; and

¢(2) all civil actions that arise.

“(b) TRANSFER OF JURISDICTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary may accept on behalf of the
United States, after consulting with the At-
torney General of the United States, any
transfer by the State of North Carolina to
the United States of any portion of the juris-
diction of the State of North Carolina de-
scribed in subsection (a) over Indian country
occupied by the Tribe pursuant to an agree-
ment between the Tribe and the State of
North Carolina.

‘(2) RESTRICTION.—A transfer of jurisdic-
tion described in paragraph (1) may not take
effect until 2 years after the effective date of
the agreement described in that paragraph.

‘‘(c) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section af-
fects the application of section 109 of the In-
dian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (25 U.S.C.
1919).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1101, the bill now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, when we talk about
Tribal recognition bills, it often comes
with a lot of passion. There are people
who support the bills and people who
oppose the bills, and it is hard to get
consensus on these Tribal recognition
bills.

As we consider this bill today, I just
want to lay out the facts of what is at
stake here in this particular Tribal rec-
ognition bill.

H.R. 1101 would extend Federal rec-
ognition to the Liumbee Tribe of North
Carolina and remove a statutory bar
that has impacted the Tribe since 1956.
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According to the Tribe, this statutory
bar has prevented them from being fed-
erally recognized through any adminis-
trative procedure.

Under the legislation, the Lumbee
Tribe would be eligible for services,
benefits, and immunities available to
other federally recognized Indian
Tribes.

In 1956, an act of Congress designated
certain Indians as Lumbee Indians of
North Carolina. It declared that they
shall enjoy all rights as citizens of the
State of North Carolina and the United
States, but in 1989, the Department of
the Interior solicitor issued an opinion
stating that the 1956 act effectively de-
nied the Lumbee Tribe eligibility to
petition for recognition under the Fed-
eral acknowledgment process at the
Department.

In 2016, the Department of the Inte-
rior solicitor withdrew the 1989 opinion
and replaced it with a new opinion,
stating that the Lumbee Tribe may
pursue Federal recognition under the
current administrative procedures for
federally recognizing a Tribe.

This complex history has created
legal confusion, and the Lumbee Tribe
has chosen to seek Federal recognition
through Congress rather than apply
through the Federal acknowledgment
process.

H.R. 1101 would use Congress’ plenary
power over Indian affairs to federally
recognize the Lumbee Tribe.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the sponsor of
this legislation, Representative
ROUZER, for his work on this bill. I urge
support, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of the Lumbee
Fairness Act, which would extend Fed-
eral recognition to the Lumbee Tribe
of North Carolina.

The State of North Carolina formally
recognized the Lumbee Tribe in 1885,
and the Tribe has been seeking Federal
recognition from the United States for
nearly 140 years. Mr. Speaker, that is a
long time.

Legislative efforts to provide Federal
recognition to the Tribe over the years
have been led by both Democratic and
Republican sponsors and have histori-
cally passed the House with over-
whelming bipartisan support. The
Tribe has time and time and time and
time again shown that they are a dis-
tinct, self-governing Indian community
and that they are worthy of Federal
recognition.

It is long past time that Congress ex-
tended these rights to the Lumbee
Tribe of North Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. ROUZER), the lead
sponsor of the bill.

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of my bill, H.R. 1101, the
Lumbee Fairness Act, to give the
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina the
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full Federal recognition they have been
unfairly denied for decades.

The Lumbee Tribe, comprised of
55,000 members, is the largest Amer-
ican Indian Tribe east of the Mis-
sissippi River and the ninth largest in
the Nation. Throughout recorded his-
tory, the Lumbee have called south-
eastern North Carolina home, spanning
Robeson, Scotland, Hoke, and Cum-
berland Counties.

Despite their long history and cohe-
sive culture, the Lumbee Tribe has
never had access to the same resources
exercised by every other federally rec-
ognized Tribe. During the termination
era, when Congress ended the Federal
relationship with 60 Tribes, the
Lumbee Act of 1956 recognized the
Tribe’s existence yet denied them the
Federal rights and protections afforded
to other federally recognized Tribes.
This includes access to benefits from
the Indian Health Service and support
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Sometimes, it is quite helpful to go
back to see what the statute actually
says. Public Law 571 specifically reads:
“Nothing in this act shall make such
Indians eligible for any services per-
formed by the United States for Indi-
ans because of their status as Indians,
and none of the statutes of the United
States which affect Indians because of
their status as Indians shall be applica-
ble to the Lumbee Indians.” It is a bit
wordy but very clear and very to the
point.
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Beginning in 1978, the Federal Gov-
ernment began rectifying the damage
done during the termination era, estab-
lishing processes in which Tribes could
regain Federal recognition and privi-
leges.

The Federally Recognized Indian
Tribe List Act established three ways
in which an Indian group may become
federally recognized: By act of Con-
gress, by the administrative procedures
established by the Department of the
Interior, and by decision of a United
States court.

Since then, Congress has stepped in
and recognized 23 Tribes through legis-
lation, reestablishing their relation-
ship with the Federal Government.

Unfortunately, given the language of
the Lumbee Act of 1956, only an act of
Congress can establish the Federal
rights and privileges of the Lumbee
Tribe.

Some point to the administrative
process as the path forward for the
Lumbee Tribe, but the language of the
1956 act, which I just read, has acted as
the law of the land, barring the Tribe
from gaining their due privileges.

The fundamental point is this: Con-
gress wrote a law that terminated the
Federal relationship with the Tribe,
and Congress is the only entity that
can restore that recognition. The ad-
ministrative process has quite honestly
proved to be a dead-end street simply
because of that statute.

The Lumbee’s leadership and mem-
bers work tirelessly every year to mo-
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bilize support to move the legislation
that is before us today. The bill has
been introduced in Congress more than
30 times with broad bipartisan support
in the House and Senate.

Through more than a dozen congres-
sional hearings, documentation has
consistently affirmed the Lumbee
Tribe as a distinct, self-governing In-
dian community. In each of the last 11
Congresses, legislation has been intro-
duced to grant the Lumbee Tribe the
full recognition they deserve.

In the last two Congresses, the House
passed this legislation under suspen-
sion, and beyond Congress, the Lluumbee
Fairness Act has the support of 236
Tribes across the country who have re-
peatedly cited the unfair treatment of
the Tribe under the 1956 Lumbee Act.

All of this is to say, Mr. Speaker,
this needs to be done. I thank the
House leadership, particularly Speaker
JOHNSON and Majority Leader STEVE
SCALISE, for bringing this bill forward
for consideration today.

I thank Chairman WESTERMAN and
his committee for their diligent work
on all issues, particularly this one.
Their efforts have not gone unnoticed.
Today, the House can take a great step
forward to right the wrong of the un-
fair and unjust treatment of the
Lumbee Tribe once and for all. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HUDSON).

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 1101, the Lumbee Fair-
ness Act, which rights a historic wrong
and provides long overdue Federal rec-
ognition for the Lumbee Tribe.

My family goes back seven genera-
tions in Robeson County, which is the
home of the Lumbee people, and I rep-
resent many Lumbees in Hoke and
Cumberland Counties.

The Lumbees have deep cultural
roots and traditions in our State and
have made significant contributions
since North Carolina fully recognized
the Tribe in 1885.

Though Congress recognized the
Lumbee Tribe in 1956, they were dis-
criminated against like no other Tribe
and tragically denied the same protec-
tions and resources enjoyed by every
other Federal Tribe.

Since I came to Congress, I proudly
championed Federal recognition. Yet,
despite broad bipartisan support, Con-
gress has failed to send this legislation
to the President. This is unacceptable,
and it is past time we right this wrong
once and for all.

I thank my friend, Representative
DAVID ROUZER, for leading this must-
pass legislation to give the Lumbee
people the long overdue Federal rec-
ognition they rightfully deserve.

I also thank Chairman WESTERMAN
and his incredible hardworking staff. I
urge my colleagues to join us in sup-
port of this legislation.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BISHOP).
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Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this is my final week in Con-
gress. Many come to the floor and ru-
minate over their service. As for me, I
can’t think of a better way to spend
my final words on the floor than in
support of recognition for the Lumbee
Tribe.

The Lumbee have been pursuing jus-
tice since the mid-1800s. I have pre-
viously stated on the floor some of the
specifics of the Lumbee’s Native Amer-
ican heritage, their struggle as a peo-
ple against racial discrimination, and
their deep and abiding community ori-
entation around the life-changing
power of education, especially rep-
resented by UNC Pembroke.

I have talked about their rich Tribal
culture, the Tribal Council, the War-
riors Ball, Lumbee homecoming, the
Powwow. I count among my greatest
privileges in Congress having been des-
ignated an honorary Lumbee warrior.

I have explained the abomination of
the recognition legislation of 1956,
which acknowledged the Lumbee’s na-
tionhood while explicitly denying them
the incidents and benefits of the status
extended to other American Indian
Tribes, the epitome of arbitrary and
capricious governmental action.

Although Robeson County, the his-
toric homeplace for the Lumbee,
passed into Mr. ROUZER’s district in
2022, Lumbee recognition remains the
unfinished business that is closest to
my heart.

I have been pleased to introduce
President Trump to the Lumbee and
am proud to count him a vocal sup-
porter of this legislation. I am certain
that progress toward righting this his-
toric injustice has occurred over my 5
years in the House, and I am pleased to
say that victory is in sight.

Let my final words here be to thank
the Lumbee for the honor of rep-
resenting them here and for their
friendship.

Mr. Speaker, let’s pass the Lumbee
Fairness Act now and vote for the bill.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. BRECHEEN).

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the Lumbee
Fairness Act because of the three-quar-
ters of a billion dollars that is unpaid
for in cost and how it undermines Trib-
al designation based on merit, a 100-
year history where merit drives and
not politics.

While I respect the hard work of my
colleagues from North Carolina and I
have no doubt about their intentions
with this legislation, the Lumbee Fair-
ness Act would represent a lack of fair-
ness for all historically recognized Na-
tive Americans and a lack of fairness
for the merit-based process for Federal
Tribal recognition.

I am a card-carrying member of the
Choctaw Nation. My family can trace
its lineage to the time of the Indian
Removal Act and the Choctaw Trail of
Tears. Oklahoma is a Choctaw word.

I am one of only four current Native-
American Members in the House of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Representatives. I harbor no ill will to-
ward any people who seek Federal rec-
ognition for themselves and appreciate
the hardship of going through the Fed-
eral recognition process.

However, we must also acknowledge
that Tribal-Federal relations have a
near 2b0-year history, rooted in our
Constitution. It is found in Article I
and Article VI of the Constitution.
There are two centuries of tradition
showing how the founding generations
and those following after dealt with
the issue of Federal treaties with
Tribes.

The recognition process is robust. It
is designed to ensure only people who
can prove themselves as historical
Tribes are designated as such.

The Lumbee people have attempted
to gain recognition via this process for
130 years, and each time rebuffed by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Pro-
ponents of this bill argue the Lumbee
are not eligible for the merit-based
Tribal recognition process.

However, the latest ruling on this
from the Department of the Interior
2016 says that the Lumbee are eligible
to go through the merit-based recogni-
tion process. We should let that merit-
based process go forward instead of re-
placing that time-honored process with
a vote on this floor and what is pop-
ular.

Congressional passage of this sends a
subliminal message to historically rec-
ognized Tribes all over the country
that politics trumps what we should be
looking at within this situation, which
is merit.

That is why 141 Tribes alongside the
Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherokee,
Muscogee, Seminole Nations, et cetera,
have opposed this effort going back
many years.

Mr. Speaker, with that in mind, I in-
clude in the RECORD a resolution from
the Five Civilized Tribes opposing the
goal of this bill and a news article de-
tailing the opposition of 141 recognized
Tribes, to the same effect.

The INTER-TRIBAL COUNCIL of the FIVE
CIVILIZED TRIBES

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING FEDERAL OR STATE
RECOGNITION OF GROUPS THAT CLAIM TO BE
TRIBAL NATIONS BY CIRCUMVENTING THE OF-
FICE OF FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

RESOLUTION NO. 22-14

Whereas, the Inter-Tribal Council of the
Five Civilized Tribes (ITC) is an organization
that unites the tribal governments of the
Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee
(Creek), and Seminole Nations, representing
approximately 815,000 Indian people through-
out the United States; and

Whereas, our tribes maintain a historic
and continual government-to-government re-
lationship with the United States and exer-
cised the sovereign rights of self-govern-
ment; and

Whereas, our tribes have distinct histories,
languages, cultures and identities that have
been fiercely protected despite government
policies intended to eradicate our ways of
life; and

Whereas, fraudulent groups that appro-
priate our culture and erroneously claim to
be legitimate tribal governments threaten
the foundation of tribal sovereignty; and
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Whereas, the federal government is grant-
ed authority by the U.S. Constitution to reg-
ulate matters relating to Indian tribes,
which includes the process of obtaining fed-
eral recognition; and

Whereas, these groups often seek state rec-
ognition and other means to bolster their le-
gitimacy and bypass the Department of the
Interior’s Office of Federal Acknowledge-
ment (OFA); and

Whereas, the OFA currently manages a fair
and measured process for attaining federal
recognition, which includes a number of im-
portant steps that a petitioner must com-
plete before being granted this status; and

Whereas, it is irresponsible for any govern-
mental body, including the United States
Congress, to bypass this process in favor of
certain groups claiming to be tribal govern-
ments.

Now therefore let it be Resolved that, the
Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized
Tribes opposes efforts by any group attempt-
ing to gain federal or state recognition that
circumvents the Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgement (OFA).

Be it further Resolved, the Inter-Tribal
Council opposes current efforts by the
“Lumbee Tribe”’, ‘‘Chickamauga Tribe”,
“Wolf Creek Cherokee”, and any other
groups illegitimately claiming tribal rec-
ognition without following the outlined
process of the OFA

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by
the Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized
Tribes meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma on this
15th day of July, 2022, by a vote of All in
favor for 0 against and 0 abstentions.

BILL ANOATUBBY,

Governor, The Chickasaw Nation.
GARY BATTON,

Chief, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.
CHUCK HOSKIN, Jr.,

Principal Chief, Cherokee Nation.
DAVID W. HILL,

Principal Chief, Muscogee (Creek) Nation.
LEWIS J. JOHNSON,

Chief, Seminole Nation of Oklahoma.

TRIBAL LEADERS FIGHT TO DEFEND CULTURE
AND SOVEREIGNTY 141 TRIBES OPPOSE EF-
FORTS TO UNDERMINE TRIBAL-PROTECTION
MEASURES

SUMMARY

In 1978, tribal leaders and the National
Congress of American Indians worked with
Congress to create the Office of Federal Ac-
knowledgement to facilitate federal recogni-
tion of tribal governments. The leaders
sought to ensure that eligible tribes were
able to obtain recognition but also expressly
sought to protect legitimate tribes from
groups making false or questionable claims.

Now, several groups who lack a common
language, evidence of native ancestry or the
ability to meet any of the standards as a his-
torical tribal government are seeking to
avoid scrutiny of their claims by seeking po-
litical recognition through Congress.

A growing coalition of 141 tribal nations is
opposing any effort to circumvent the OFA
process, saying that Congress should defer to
the OFA process. While Congress certainly
has the authority to recognize Tribes and
correct any errors in the OFA process, polit-
ical lobbying and horse-trading in Congress
should not displace historical verification
and evidence of a groups’ claims.

‘. . . recognition of groups claiming to be
tribal nations with uncertain status as to
historical tribes and without a close review
of claims to Native ancestry imperils the
government-to-government relationship be-
tween the United States and federally recog-
nized tribal nations.”’—Excerpt from Resolu-
tion of North Eastern Oklahoma Tribes, Au-
gust 17, 2022.
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“USET has passed several resolutions sup-
porting administrative recognition over leg-
islative recognition, because administrative
recognition provides an orderly process, ad-
ministered by experts, such as ethno-histo-
rians, genealogists, anthropologists, and
other technical staff, that is insulated from
political considerations unrelated to the his-
toric legitimacy of a Tribal Nation.”—Ex-
cerpt from Resolution of the United South
and Eastern Tribes COLT), October 27, 2015.

““As a tribal nation that was historically
removed from our ancestral homelands, the
Muscogee Nation is familiar with the risks
inherent in granting federal recognition to a
tribe that is not who they claim to be . . .
hasty political decisions granting a group of
people federal recognition significantly un-
dermine the rights of legitimate tribal na-
tions to protect the most sacred of sa-
cred.”—Excerpt from letter from Muscogee
Creek Nation to Senators Schatz and Mur-
kowski, March 7, 2022.

PENDING BILLS IN CONGRESS DEMONSTRATE

THREAT TO TRIBAL NATIONS

S. 3443—MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians
Recognition Act:

Claim to be descendent from Choctaw,
Cherokee, Creek, and other tribes.

The Office of Federal Recognition found
that they bore no descendancy from any his-
torical tribe and that 99 percent of their
members had ZERO native ancestry.

Despite not even being Native Americans,
this group is seeking recognition by attach-
ing language to a must pass bill through
back room political deals.

If successful, this group would have the
right to claim the culture and identities of
the Choctaw tribe.

The group would have same rights as Choc-
taw, Cherokee, Creek, and other federally
recognized tribes have to the remains of
their ancestors, to their homelands, sacred
sites and many other.

This group would also be able to act as a
sovereign nation with the authority to tax,
incarcerate and enter government to govern-
ment treaties with the United States.

HR 2758—Lumbee Recognition Act:

Serious questions remain about the legit-
imacy of their claims,

The group is eligible to seek acknowledg-
ment through the OFA process but refuses to
submit their claims for scrutiny and instead
are seeking to attach language to a must
pass bill through back room political deals.

They have no evidence of being a historical
tribe. They have no language, no treaties
with the United States and no customs,
songs, dances or tribal religion.

At different times they have claimed
descendancy from four separate and unre-
lated tribes, changing their claims when
challenged. For over 40 years, they falsely
claimed to be Cherokee.

The group boasts nearly 100k members
based on descendance from a group of fami-
lies that historians have testified cannot be
verified as Cheraw or even Native American
at all.

If recognized by Congress this group would
obtain rights to the remains of ancestors,
homelands, sacred sites, culture and identity
of numerous other legitimate tribes.

This group would also be able to act as a
sovereign nation with the authority to tax,
incarcerate and enter government to govern-
ment treaties with the United States.

Tribal leaders recently came together in
D.C. to discuss the implications of these
bills.

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Speaker, if a
Tribe cannot prove the necessary docu-
mentation to receive Federal recogni-
tion, they should not receive it by Con-
gress’ action.
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If the Lumbee have a historical
record of being a formal Tribe, if they
have evidence of lineage to any par-
ticular Tribe, if they had a formal
claim to the land that they now oc-
cupy, why would the BIA repeatedly
refuse to formally recognize them as a
Tribe?

Whatever Tribe may have occupied
the land near the Lumbee River has
long since dissipated. In fact, the 1956
bill that acknowledged the Lumbee as
a people stated that the Tribe around
the Lumbee River had fully assimi-
lated into the surrounding European
communities during the colonial era
before the Constitution was written.

The Lumbee agreed to the language
in that bill in 1956 as a compromise. In
return for the Federal Government re-
ferring to them as a distinct people,
they promised they would not seek for-
mal Federal recognition.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
a copy of the 1956 hearing on the
Lumbee bill where a representative of
the Lumbee stated they would rather
leave the county than accept the Fed-
eral recognition status. That is a
strong statement of promise.

They could look us up and find we are in
the law; in the books at Raleigh, and there-
fore we are honest in their sight. That is No.
1.

Mr. Aspinall. Do you or any members of
your organization anticipate that after you
might receive this designation you would
come to Congress and ask for any of the ben-
efits that otherwise go to Indian Tribes?

Reverend Lowery. No, sir. We would leave
the county before we would come under a
reservation or anything like wards of the
government. We are citizens and always have
been citizens. We would leave before we
would come on this reservation.

The transcript of the hearing record makes
clear that the Lumbee Indians were not ex-
pecting to receive any federal benefits or
privileges as a result of the 1956 law. None-
theless, the Department of the Interior ob-
jected to the bill because the United States
has no treaty or other obligation to provide
services to these Indians. Because of this,
the Secretary of the Interior stated:

We are therefore unable to recommend
that the Congress take any action which
might ultimately result in the imposition of
additional obligations on the Federal Gov-
ernment or in placing additional persons of
Indian blood under the jurisdiction of this
Department.

The persons who constitute this group of
Indians have been recognized and designated
as Indians by the State legislature. If they
are not completely satisfied with such rec-
ognition, they, as citizens of the State, may
petition the legislature to amend or other-
wise to change that recognition. Except for
the possibility of becoming entitled to Fed-
eral services as Indians, the position of this
group of Indians would not be enhanced by
enactment of this bill.

Ultimately, the Congress amended the bill
as requested by the Department of the Inte-
rior by including the following language:
‘““Nothing in this Act shall make such Indi-
ans eligible for any services performed by
the United States for Indians because of
their status as Indians, and none of the stat-
utes of the United States which affect Indi-
ans because of their status as Indians shall
be applicable to the Lumbee Indians.”” Thus,
the Indians of Robeson and adjoining coun-
ties were designated as Lumbee Indians, but
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not granted any eligibility for services or
benefits.

The Department of the Interior has inter-
preted the 1956 law as preventing the Lumbee
Indians from utilizing the Federal Acknowl-
edgment Process to become a federally-rec-
ognized Indian tribe. In 1989, the Solicitor for
the Department of the Interior concluded
that the 1956 law forbids a government-to-
government relationship with the Lumbee
Indians.

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Speaker, this
bill undermines that verbal promise.
Constitutionally sound agreements to
the Federal Government must be ad-
hered to. I think we should all agree to
that. Nations fall apart when people
walk back commitments to one an-
other.

The entire foundation of Tribal-Fed-
eral relations today is premised on
both sides upholding commitments,
agreements, and treaties made two
centuries ago by our ancestors and our
Founding Fathers.

Why do we uphold agreements?

Why do we uphold treaties? It is
about trust.

The cornerstone to Tribal law is the
adherence to promises made hundreds
of years ago. The Lumbee must be held
to that standard, that commitment
from 70 years ago. Granting the
Lumbee Tribal recognition sets a dan-
gerous precedent. Granting them rec-
ognition by going around this 100-year-
old process opens the floodgates for
anyone who claims themselves a Tribe
to receive specific benefits through pol-
itics not merit. This will lead to a vast
and irresponsible increase in Federal
spending.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I

yield an additional 1 minute to the
gentleman from Oklahoma.

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Speaker, this
will lead to a vast and irresponsible in-
crease in Federal spending. I would
like to respectfully refute the claim
that this does not increase spending.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
the CBO report from the 117th Congress
scoring the exact same bill at a cost of
$726 million over 10 years.

H.R. 2758, LUMBEE RECOGNITION ACT AS PASSED BY THE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON NOVEMBER 1, 2021

By fiscal year, millions of dollars—

2023 2023-2027  2023-2032
Direct Spending (Outlays) .. 0 0 0
REVENUES ..o 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (—)

in the Deficit ........ccccounee 0 0 0
Spending Subject to Appro-

priation (Outlays) ........... 0 363 not

estimated

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply?
No.

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in
2033? No.

Mandate Effects:

Contains intergovernmental mandate? No.

Contains private-sector mandate? No.

The legislation would:

Provide federal recognition to the Lumbee
Tribe of North Carolina
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Extend services and benefits to the tribe
provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
the Indian Health Service

Authorizes the Bureau of Indian Affairs to
take land into trust for the benefit of the
tribe
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Estimated budgetary effects would mainly
stem from:

Providing federal benefits to the newly
recognized tribe

Legislation summary: H.R. 27568 would ex-
tend federal recognition to the Lumbee Tribe
of North Carolina, thereby making the tribe
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and its members eligible for various federal
programs.

Estimated Federal cost: The estimated
budgetary effect of H.R. 2758 is shown in
Table 1. The costs of the legislation fall
within budget functions 450 (community and
regional development) and 550 (health).

TABLE 1.—ESTIMATED INCREASES IN SPENDING SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION UNDER H.R. 2758

By fiscal year, millions of dollars—

2023

2023 2007

2024 2025 2026 2027

Bureau of Indian Affairs:
Estimated Authorization

0 15 33 37 43 128

Estimated Outlays

0 10 21 36 43 116

Indian Health Service:
Estimated Authorization

0 39 79 80 81 279

0 29 65 75 78 247

Estimated Outlays
Total Changes:
Estimated Authorization

0 54 112 117 124 407

Estimated Outlays

0 39 92 111 121 363

Basis of estimate: For this estimate, CBO
assumes that the legislation will be enacted
by the end of 2022. Providing federal recogni-
tion to the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina
would allow the tribe and its members to re-
ceive benefits from various programs admin-
istered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
and the Indian Health Service (IHS). CBO ex-
pects that those agencies and the tribe would
require over a year to document the tribe’s
membership and approve contracts for serv-
ices, so no federal spending would occur until
2024. CBO estimates that implementing H.R.
2758 would cost $363 million over the 2023-2027
period, assuming appropriation of the esti-
mated amounts.

Bureau of Indian Affairs: The Department
of the Interior, primarily through BIA, pro-
vides funding to federally recognized tribes
for various purposes, including child welfare
services, adult care, community develop-
ment, and general assistance. Based on re-
cent per capita expenditures for other feder-
ally recognized tribes located in the eastern
United States, CBO estimates that providing
BIA services would cost $116 million over the
2023-2027 period, assuming appropriation of
the estimated amounts. CBO expects that
most of that funding would go toward law
enforcement and infrastructure needs on the
tribe’s reservation.

Indian health service: H.R. 2758 also would
make members of the Lumbee Tribe eligible
to receive health benefits from the IHS.
Using information from the tribe, CBO esti-
mates that about 44,000 of the tribe’s 63,000
members live in the service area that is cov-
ered by IHS. CBO expects that the cost to
service those people would be similar to cur-
rent IHS beneficiaries—about $1,700 for each
person annually over the 2023-2027 period. As-
suming appropriation of the estimated
amounts and adjusting for anticipated infla-
tion, CBO estimates that providing IHS ben-
efits for the Lumbee Tribe would cost $247
million over the 2023-2027 period.

Other Federal agencies: In addition to BIA
and IHS funding, certain Indian tribes also
receive support from other federal agencies,
including the Departments of Education,
Housing and Urban Development, and Health
and Human Services. Based on their status
as a tribe recognized by North Carolina, the
Lumbee already receive funding from those
agencies. Thus, CBO estimates that imple-
menting H.R. 2758 would not increase spend-
ing for those programs.

Pay-As-You-Go considerations: None.

Increase in long-term deficits: None.

Mandates: None.

Estimate prepared by: Federal Costs: Julia
Aman (Bureau of Indian Affairs), Rob Stew-
art (Indian Health Service); Mandates: Ra-
chel Austin.

Estimate Reviewed By: Justin Humphrey,
Chief, Finance, Housing, and Education Cost
Estimates Unit; H. Samuel Papenfuss, Dep-
uty Director of Budget Analysis.

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Speaker, just
because CBO this time around didn’t
score it, doesn’t mean it doesn’t have a
cost. It just means they didn’t score it.
The score from it 2 years ago was
three-quarters of a billion dollars.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS).

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to H.R. 1101, the so-called
Lumbee Fairness Act.

I am proud to represent North Caro-
lina’s 11th District, which is the home
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, a Tribal Nation rich in culture,
language, and sovereignty that is a
true treasure to the State of North
Carolina and to the United States.

In stark contrast, it must be noted
that the Lumbee community has no
standing treaties with the Federal Gov-
ernment, no reservation land, and no
common language. The Office of Fed-
eral Acknowledgment under the U.S.
Department of the Interior, or OFA,
was established to provide a vigorous
process that groups seeking Federal
recognition must go through, including
genealogical and historical research.

This legislation wholly bypasses the
OFA process, and I believe that if the
Lumbee community truly had a legiti-
mate claim for Federal recognition,
they would go through that process
like other prospective Tribes have
done.

Let us not circumvent our rules to
bring this bill to the House floor with
the purpose of circumventing the rules
for an alleged Tribal Nation.

In my view, this legislation should
have gone through the committee
markup process before being put on the
floor as a suspension bill, as has been
done for numerous other bills this Con-
gress, before being given consideration
by the full House.

If the administration or Congress al-
lows the Lumbee to bypass the OFA, it
sends a clear message that other
groups with dubious claims for Tribal

recognition can also avoid the delibera-
tion and scrutiny that the OFA peti-
tion process is designed to provide.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no” on this legislation.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, as someone who represents Tribal
communities in Los Angeles County
who also seek recognition, it is tough
stuff when Tribal Nations are fighting
with one another.

I hope that we can find a ‘“‘both/and”
rather than an ‘‘either/or” to many of
these discussions. I rarely find folks
are trying to fake it and pretend that
they are Native when they are not.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
1101 would extend Federal recognition
to the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina,
ensuring its members are eligible for
the services and benefits provided to
members of all federally recognized
Tribes.

Again, I thank the sponsor for his
work on this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOLINARO). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 1101, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
Mr. WESTERMAN. Proceedings will
resume on questions previously post-
poned. Votes will be taken in the fol-
lowing order:
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The motion to recommit on H.R. 115;

Passage of H.R. 115, if ordered; and

Motions to suspend the rules with re-
spect to:

S. 3448; and

H.R. 1101.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute or 2-minute votes.

———

MIDNIGHT RULES RELIEF ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 115)
to amend chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, to provide for en bloc con-
sideration in resolutions of disapproval
for ‘“‘midnight rules’”, and for other
purposes, offered by the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ), on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 198, nays

211, not voting 21, as follows:

[Roll No. 508]

YEAS—198

Adams Doggett Lofgren
Aguilar Escobar Lynch
Amo Eshoo Magaziner
Auchincloss Espaillat Manning
Balint Fletcher Matsui
Barragan Foster McBath
Beatty Foushee McClellan
Bera Frankel, Lois McCollum
Beyer Frost McGarvey
Bishop (GA) Gallego McGovern
Blunt Rochester  Garamendi Meclver
Bonamici Garcla (IL) Meeks
Boyle (PA) Garcia (TX) Menendez
Brown Garcia, Robert Meng
Brownley Golden (ME) Mfume
Budzinski Goldman (NY) Moore (WI)
Bush Gomez Morelle
Caraveo Gonzalez, V. Moskowitz
Carbajal Gottheimer Moulton
Cardenas Green, Al (TX) Mrvan
Carson Harder (CA) Mullin
Carter (LA) Hayes Nadler
Cartwright Himes Napolitano
Casar Horsford Neal
Case Houlahan Neguse
Casten Hoyle (OR) Nickel
Castor (FL) Huffman Norcross
Castro (TX) Ivey Ocasio-Cortez
Cherfilus- Jackson (IL) Omar

McCormick Jackson (NC) Pallone
Chu Jacobs Panetta
Clark (MA) Jayapal Pappas
Clarke (NY) Jeffries Peltola
Cleaver Johnson (GA) Perez
Clyburn Kamlager-Dove Peters
Cohen Kaptur Phillips
Connolly Keating Pingree
Correa Kelly (IL) Pocan
Costa Kennedy Pressley
Courtney Khanna Quigley
Craig Kildee Ramirez
Crockett Kilmer Raskin
Cuellar Krishnamoorthi  Ross
Davids (KS) Kuster Ruiz
Davis (IL) Landsman Ruppersberger
Dayvis (NC) Larsen (WA) Ryan
Dean (PA) Larson (CT) Salinas
DeGette Lee (CA) Sanchez
DeLauro Lee (NV) Sarbanes
DelBene Lee (PA) Scanlon
Deluzio Lee Carter Schakowsky
DeSaulnier Leger Fernandez Schneider
Dingell Levin Scholten

Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher

Allred
Blumenauer
Bowman
Chavez-DeRemer
Crow

Evans

Garcia, Mike

Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes

Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tlaib

Tokuda

Tonko

Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)

NAYS—211

Garbarino
Gimenez
Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Lopez
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann
Massie

Mast
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Granger
Grijalva
Hoyer
Kelly (PA)
LaMalfa
Lieu
McHenry
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Trahan
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wexton
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Palmer
Pence
Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wied
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

NOT VOTING—21

Pelosi
Pettersen
Porter
Rodgers (WA)
Trone

Waltz

wild
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Messrs. KUSTOFF, JOYCE of Penn-
sylvania, FITZGERALD, MOORE of
Alabama, VAN DREW, STAUBER,
GRAVES of Louisiana, LUCAS, and
BABIN changed their vote from ‘‘yea’”
to ‘“‘nay.”

Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms.
LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr. LYNCH, and
Ms. PRESSLEY changed their vote
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | missed a
vote today on the Motion to Recommit on H.R.
115. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 508.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 210, nays
201, not voting 18, as follows:

[Roll No. 509]

YEAS—210
Aderholt Edwards Kim (CA)
Alford Ellzey Kustoff
Allen Emmer LaHood
Amodei Ezell LaLota
Arrington Fallon LaMalfa
Babin Feenstra Lamborn
Bacon Ferguson Langworthy
Baird Finstad Latta
Balderson Fischbach LaTurner
Banks Fitzgerald Lawler
Barr Fleischmann Lee (FL)
Bean (FL) Flood Lesko
Bentz Fong Letlow
Bergman Foxx Lopez
Bice Franklin, Scott Loudermilk
Biggs Fry Lucas
Bilirakis Fulcher Luetkemeyer
Bishop (NC) Garbarino Luna
Boebert Gimenez Luttrell
Bost Gongzales, Tony Mace
Brecheen Good (VA) Malliotakis
Buchanan Gooden (TX) Maloy
Bucshon Gosar Mann
Burchett Graves (LA) Massie
Burgess Graves (MO) Mast
Burlison Green (TN) McCaul
Calvert Greene (GA) McClain
Cammack Griffith McClintock
Carey Grothman McCormick
Carl Guest Meuser
Carter (GA) Guthrie Miller (IL)
Carter (TX) Hageman Miller (OH)
Ciscomani Harris Miller (WV)
Cline Harshbarger Miller-Meeks
Cloud Hern Mills
Clyde Higgins (LA) Molinaro
Cole Hill Moolenaar
Collins Hinson Mooney
Comer Houchin Moore (AL)
Crane Hudson Moore (UT)
Crawford Huizenga Moran
Crenshaw Hunt Murphy
Cuellar Issa Nehls
Curtis Jackson (TX) Newhouse
D’Esposito James Norman
Davidson Johnson (SD) Nunn (TIA)
De La Cruz Jordan Obernolte
DesdJarlais Joyce (OH) Ogles
Diaz-Balart Joyce (PA) Owens
Donalds Kean (NJ) Palmer
Duarte Kelly (MS) Pence
Duncan Kiggans (VA) Perry
Dunn (FL) Kiley Pfluger
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Posey
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self

Sessions
Simpson

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Fitzpatrick
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Golden (ME)

Blumenauer
Bowman
Chavez-DeRemer
Crow

Espaillat

Estes

Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao

NAYS—201

Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)

Lee Carter
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng

Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Nickel
Norcross
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar

Evans
Garcia, Mike
Granger
Grijalva
Kelly (PA)
Lieu
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So the bill was passed.
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Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wied
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym

Zinke

Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Peltola
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Ross
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wexton
Wwild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

NOT VOTING—18

McHenry
Pelosi

Porter
Rodgers (WA)
Scholten
Waltz

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 509.

Stated against:

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 509.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present to vote today on Roll Call No. 509,
H.R. 115 due to an unforeseen matter. Had |
been present, | would have voted NAY on Roll
Call No. 509.

———

NEVER AGAIN EDUCATION
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3448) to reauthorize the Direc-
tor of the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum to support Holocaust
education programs, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Ms. Foxx) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

This will be a 2-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 402, nays 12,
not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 510]

YEAS—402
Adams Cardenas De La Cruz
Aderholt Carey Dean (PA)
Aguilar Carl DeGette
Alford Carson DeLauro
Allen Carter (GA) DelBene
Allred Carter (LA) Deluzio
Amo Carter (TX) DeSaulnier
Amodei Cartwright DesdJarlais
Auchincloss Casar Diaz-Balart
Babin Case Dingell
Bacon Casten Doggett
Baird Castor (FL) Donalds
Balderson Castro (TX) Duarte
Balint Cherfilus- Duncan
Banks McCormick Dunn (FL)
Barr Chu Edwards
Barragan Ciscomani Ellzey
Bean (FL) Clark (MA) Emmer
Beatty Clarke (NY) Escobar
Bentz Cleaver Eshoo
Bera Cline Espaillat
Bergman Cloud Estes
Beyer Clyburn Ezell
Bice Clyde Fallon
Bilirakis Cohen Feenstra
Bishop (GA) Cole Ferguson
Bishop (NC) Collins Finstad
Blunt Rochester  Comer Fischbach
Bonamici Connolly Fitzgerald
Bost Correa Fitzpatrick
Boyle (PA) Costa Fleischmann
Brown Courtney Fletcher
Brownley Craig Flood
Buchanan Crawford Fong
Bucshon Crenshaw Foster
Budzinski Crockett Foushee
Burgess Cuellar Foxx
Burlison Curtis Frankel, Lois
Bush D’Esposito Franklin, Scott
Calvert Davids (KS) Frost
Cammack Davidson Fry
Caraveo Davis (IL) Fulcher
Carbajal Dayvis (NC) Gallego

Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern

Higgins (LA)
Hill

Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee

Kiley

Kilmer

Kim (CA)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)

Lee Carter
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Arrington
Biggs
Boebert
Brecheen
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Lofgren
Lopez
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
MecClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz

Rulli
Ruppersberger

NAYS—I12

Burchett
Crane

Good (VA)
Greene (GA)

Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wagner
Walberg
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wexton
Wied
Wild
Williams (GA)
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Massie
Rosendale
Roy
Rutherford
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Blumenauer
Bowman

Chavez-DeRemer

Crow
Evans
Garcia, Mike

Granger
Grijalva
Kelly (PA)
Lieu
McHenry
Pelosi
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NOT VOTING—16

Porter
Rodgers (WA)
Sarbanes
Waltz

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There is 1 minute remaining.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, on Roll
Call No. 510, | mistakenly voted NAY when |
intended to vote YEA.

——————

LUMBEE FAIRNESS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1101) to amend the Lumbee
Act of 1956, as amended, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 2-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 311, nays 96,
not voting 22, as follows:

[Roll No. 511]

YEAS—311
Adams Casar Espaillat
Aguilar Case Feenstra
Alford Casten Ferguson
Allred Castor (FL) Finstad
Amo Castro (TX) Fischbach
Amodei Cherfilus- Fitzgerald
Auchincloss McCormick Fitzpatrick
Bacon Chu Fletcher
Baird Ciscomani Flood
Balderson Clark (MA) Fong
Banks Clarke (NY) Foster
Barr Cleaver Foushee
Barragan Clyburn Frankel, Lois
Beatty Cole Frost
Bentz Connolly Gallego
Bera Correa Garamendi
Bergman Costa Garbarino
Beyer Craig Garela (IL)
Bice Crawford Garcia (TX)
Bishop (GA) Crenshaw Garcia, Robert
Bishop (NC) Crockett Goldman (NY)
Blunt Rochester  Cuellar Gomez
Bonamici D’Esposito Gonzales, Tony
Bost Davids (KS) Gonzalez, V.
Boyle (PA) Davidson Gottheimer
Brown Davis (IL) Graves (LA)
Brownley Davis (NC) Graves (MO)
Buchanan Dean (PA) Green, Al (TX)
Bucshon DeGette Griffith
Budzinski DeLauro Guthrie
Bush DelBene Harder (CA)
Calvert Deluzio Hern
Caraveo DeSaulnier Higgins (LA)
Carbajal Dingell Hill
Cardenas Doggett Himes
Carey Duarte Hinson
Carson Duncan Horsford
Carter (GA) Dunn (FL) Houchin
Carter (LA) Emmer Houlahan
Carter (TX) Escobar Hoyer
Cartwright Eshoo Hoyle (OR)

Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee

Kiley

Kilmer

Kim (CA)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
LaHood
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)

Lee Carter
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin
Luetkemeyer
Luna

Lynch

Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks

Aderholt
Allen
Arrington
Babin
Bean (FL)
Biggs
Bilirakis
Boebert
Brecheen
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Cammack
Carl

Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Cohen
Collins
Comer
Crane
Curtis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Edwards
Ellzey
Estes
Ezell
Fallon
Fleischmann
Foxx
Franklin, Scott

Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Perez
Pettersen
Pfluger
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz

Rulli
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)

NAYS—96
Fry
Fulcher
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Grothman
Guest
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes
Johnson (SD)
Joyce (PA)
Kelly (MS)
Kennedy
Kustoff
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lofgren
Lopez
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luttrell
Mann
Massie
Mast
McClintock
McCormick

Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Timmons
Titus

Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wagner
Walberg
Waters
Watson Coleman
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wexton
Wied

Wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Miller (IL)
Mills
Mooney
Moran
Moskowitz
Norman
Ogles
Palmer
Peltola
Pence
Perry
Rosendale
Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Self
Sherman
Smucker
Spartz
Stevens
Strong
Tenney
Tiffany
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wasserman
Schultz
Weber (TX)
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
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NOT VOTING—22

Balint Garcia, Mike Pelosi
Blumenauer Granger Peters
Bowman Grijalva Porter
Chavez-DeRemer Johnson (GA) Rodgers (WA)
Courtney Kelly (PA) Sarbanes
Crow Lieu Waltz

De La Cruz McHenry

Evans Nickel

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1713

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
be present to cast my vote on Roll Call Nos.
506 through 511 today. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 506,
NAY on Roll Call No. 507, YEA on Roll Call
No. 508, NAY on Roll Call No. 509, YEA on
Roll Call No. 510, and YEA on Roll Call No.
511.

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM-
BRANCE OF ABUNDANT LIFE
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SHOOTING

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
my community of Madison, Wisconsin,
was devastated by a senseless shooting
at the Abundant Life Christian School
that tragically claimed the lives of one
student, one teacher, and the shooter,
and left six others injured with two
students still in critical condition.

These were innocent lives, innocent
victims of senseless violence, and we
mourn their loss with their families
and loved ones and the entire Abun-
dant Life community.

We also give our sincere thanks for
the bravery and quick response of our
law enforcement, first responders, and
local healthcare workers who have
worked tirelessly to respond to this
tragic event and save the lives of those
injured.

The Abundant Life community, the
students, the staff, and the parents are
all victims of this traumatic experi-
ence, and what happened this week will
live on in our memories.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to think about what we can do
to prevent us from having to stand
here again for yet another moment of
silence. We must do better, and we
must turn these moments of silence
into moments of action.

I ask all Members in this Chamber,
as well as all Members and staff in the
Capitol, to rise for a moment of silence
in remembrance of the recent shooting
at the Abundant Life Christian School
in Madison, Wisconsin.
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THINK DIFFERENTLY
TRANSPORTATION ACT

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 4107) to require Amtrak to report to
Congress information on Amtrak com-
pliance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 with respect to
trains and stations.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 4107

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Think Dif-
ferently Transportation Act”.

SEC. 2. REPORT ON AMTRAK ADA COMPLIANCE.

Section 24315(b) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) shall include an action plan for bring-
ing Amtrak-served stations that are not in
compliance with the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) into
compliance with such Act, as required by the
settlement agreement entered into in 2020
between Amtrak and the Department of Jus-
tice;

‘“(E) shall include a status report on—

‘(i) Amtrak-served stations for which Am-
trak is solely responsible for compliance
with such Act based on a station assessment
carried out by Amtrak, including a timeline
for any required compliance with such Act,
as required by the settlement agreement;

‘“(ii) Amtrak-served stations for which Am-
trak has a shared responsibility for compli-
ance with such Act based on a station assess-
ment carried out by Amtrak or by the party
responsible for such compliance, including a
timeline for any required compliance with
such Act for the portions of the station for
which Amtrak is the responsible party con-
sistent with the terms of the settlement
agreement, identifying who is responsible for
compliance (and the status of the compli-
ance of each responsible party with such
Act) for such portions and the timeline for
compliance in cases in which Amtrak is not
the responsible party; and

‘“(iii) the status of compliance with such
Act for all Amtrak-served stations for which
Amtrak is not the responsible party, nor is
responsible for a portion of the station, and
identify the entity or entities that have re-
sponsibility for compliance with such Act,
based on a station assessment carried out by
Amtrak or the party responsible under such
Act.”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

““(3) Amtrak may meet the requirements
described in clauses (ii) and (iii) of paragraph
(1)(E) by demonstrating that Amtrak took
reasonable measures to obtain cooperation
from responsible entities.

‘(4 Amtrak shall submit the action plan
and status report required under subpara-
graphs (D) and (E) of paragraph (1)—

“‘(A) annually while the settlement agree-
ment referred to in paragraph (1)(D) is in ef-
fect; and

‘““(B) every 5 years beginning on the first
day the settlement is no longer in effect.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EDWARDS). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
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MOLINARO) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. DESAULNIER) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on S. 4107.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to
stand again in support of my bill, the
Think Differently Transportation Act,
as it returns to the floor after minor
amendments that were made in the
Senate.

After passing this bill today, the bill
will head to the President’s desk to be
signed into law. This bill is one of sev-
eral initiatives that passed the House
to build off of the work I began as
Dutchess County executive in New
York State, the ThinkDIFFERENTLY
initiative.

This was a call to action to create a
supportive and welcoming environment
for those living with intellectual, de-
velopmental, and physical disabilities.
The Think Differently Transportation
Act does just that.

The bill requires that Amtrak submit
to Congress and the President an an-
nual report with an expected timeline
for bringing Amtrak trains and sta-
tions into compliance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

Amtrak stations and trains should be
fully accessible to all Americans with
disabilities and of every ability, and
fully compliant, of course, with Fed-
eral law.

Mr. Speaker, the ADA was passed in
1990 and established a 20-year time-
frame for intercity rail stations to be
accessible to those with disabilities. As
of July 2023, sadly, Amtrak has only
brought 30 percent of their 385 stations
that they are responsible for into ADA
compliance. Of course, this is unac-
ceptable, and it is the reason that this
bill is necessary.

The Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act is strongly supported by Re-
publicans and Democrats, and it allows
Congress to have the appropriate over-
sight of Amtrak to ensure it complies
with its obligations under the law. The
bill is a big step forward that Congress
can take to address accessibility bar-
riers to traveling by rail.

I certainly thank Senator
DUCKWORTH for taking up the bill and
her support in the Senate and, of
course, working to ensure its adoption
there.

Mr. Speaker, I urge strong support of
this legislation, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

December 17, 2024

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
the Think Differently Transportation
Act, a bipartisan bill that will advance
accessibility to Amtrak-served sta-
tions.

Amtrak received $22 billion in the bi-
partisan infrastructure law, or BIL, to
buy new equipment, invest in station
accessibility, and reduce the backlog of
capital projects and operating needs.

In the BIL, Congress directed Am-
trak to make all of the stations that
Amtrak serves accessible. The Think
Differently Transportation Act, as led
by Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH and
passed by the Senate, will require Am-
trak to report annually to Congress on
the accessibility status for all of the
more than 500 stations Amtrak serves,
not just the ones where it has the re-
sponsibility under the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Thanks to the BIL, Amtrak is invest-
ing in new equipment and upgrading
stations. We mneed assurances that
these investments are taking into ac-
count people with disabilities, as re-
quired under the ADA. This bill helps
to do just that.

This bill differs slightly from the
House companion version of the Think
Differently Transportation Act, spon-
sored by Representative MOLINARO,
which I am proud to cosponsor and that
the House has previously passed.

This version included a requirement
that Amtrak report on accessibility of
its railcars in addition to stations.
While that requirement has been left
out of this version, we are hopeful that
Amtrak will also include these updates
on how their equipment is and will be
accessible to people with all types of
disabilities.

My friend, the late Representative
Donald Payne, Jr., whose 66th birthday
would have been today, cosponsored
and helped write the House companion
version of the Think Differently Trans-
portation Act, and I am pleased that
this bill, soon to become law, will be
part of his legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support S. 4107, the Think
Differently Transportation Act, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I am prepared
to close. I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Mr. MOLINARO, as well, and I
think of Don Payne at this moment. I
am pleased to support the Think Dif-
ferently Transportation Act, and I en-
courage my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, first, let me extend my
appreciation to my colleague for his
support and cosponsorship of the legis-
lation.

I, too, wish to extend our prayers and
love to the family of Donald Payne, but
I also am grateful for Representative
Payne’s leadership on this very issue.
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As I mentioned, this is an important
opportunity for the disability commu-
nity to ensure that the barriers that
they face to accessing Amtrak trains
and stations are taken down.

When I first came to Congress, I ac-
tually couldn’t believe that Amtrak
hadn’t adequately met the ADA re-
quirements as Congress had previously
mandated, and so we immediately got
to work on this very piece of legisla-
tion.

It is certainly gratifying to see the
bill now about to become law because
it addresses injustices for those with
intellectual, physical, and develop-
mental disabilities when they travel by
train.

As this might be one of the last times
I speak before the House, Mr. Speaker,
I wish to express my appreciation to
Members on both sides of the aisle.
There are so many individuals with in-
tellectual, physical, and developmental
disabilities, like my very own daugh-
ter, who have yet to have been granted
full access to the quality of life that so
many others get to enjoy.

If Congress can continue to take in-
cremental and, in some cases, bold
steps to break down barriers and create
opportunities for those of every ability,
we can truly ensure that the rights,
privileges, and opportunities that are
granted and protected by this House,
our Constitution, and this very govern-
ment are extended to those too often
overlooked. Those living with disabil-
ities face some of the greatest chal-
lenges of any American, and we ought
to find new ways to break down those
barriers and create opportunities for
them.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the support
of this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
MOLINARO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 4107.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
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THINK DIFFERENTLY DATABASE
ACT

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 670) to amend title IV of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to direct the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to establish a clearinghouse on in-
tellectual disabilities, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 670

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Think Dif-

ferently Database Act’.
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SEC. 2. PROMOTING AWARENESS OF AVAILABLE
RESOURCES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
DISABILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) shall establish and update periodi-
cally a publicly available website to provide
information with respect to resources and in-
formation for people with a disability and
the caregivers and families of such people.
Such website shall include—

(1) information on eligibility to receive
medical assistance under a State plan under
the Medicaid program under title XIX of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.)
(or a waiver of such plan) based on a dis-
ability, including general information about
eligibility under subclauses (XIII), (XV),
(XVI), and (XIX) of section 1902(a)(10)(A)(ii)
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1396a(a)(10)(A)(ii));

(2) which States offer eligibility under sub-
clauses (XIII), (XV), (XVI), and (XIX) of sec-
tion 1902(a)(10)(A)(ii) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(10)(A)(ii));

(3) each State’s specific eligibility require-
ments, if applicable, under subclauses (XIII),
(XV), (XVI), and (XIX) of section
1902(a)(10)(A)(ii) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(10)(A)({ii));

(4) information about how to contact each
State’s Medicaid office for information about
Medicaid, including links and phone numbers
for State contacts;

(5) general information on Medicaid-cov-
ered long-term services and supports that
may be available to individuals eligible for
medical assistance under a State plan under
the Medicaid program under title XIX of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.)
(or a waiver of such plan); and

(6) where applicable, the average amount of
time that individuals newly enrolled in a
State’s waiver program for home and com-
munity-based services in the past 12 months
were on the list of individuals waiting to en-
roll in such waiver program, in such a man-
ner and process as described in section
441.311(d)(1)(dii) of title 42, Code of Federal
Regulations.

(b) PROMOTION.—The Secretary shall, as
applicable and appropriate, identify and dis-
seminate promotional activities to improve,
among people with a disability and the care-
takers and families of such people, the
awareness of the resources included in the
website established under subsection (a),
such as through collaboration with the So-
cial Security Administration during its an-
nual updates to the Red Book.

(c) MODEL.—In establishing the website
under this section, the Secretary may use
the website thinkdifferently.net as a model.

(d) NONAPPLICATION OF PAPERWORK REDUC-
TION AcT.—Chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code (commonly referred to as the
‘“‘Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995°), shall
not apply to the implementation of this sec-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from  Washington (Ms.
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?
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There was no objection.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
670, the Think Differently Database
Act led by Representative MARCUS
MOLINARO.

This legislation will make it easier
for individuals with disabilities to un-
derstand what Medicaid covered serv-
ices are available to them.

The Medicaid program provides
health coverage to nearly 80 million
people, and in 2021, an estimated 9.5
million people were enrolled in Med-
icaid on the basis of their disability.

As a jointly funded Federal-State
program, Medicaid program eligibility
and coverage can differ significantly
from State to State. One caregiving re-
port found that online information
about caregiving services can be hard
to find, confusing, inconsistent, and
not consumer-oriented.

This bipartisan bill would direct HHS
to establish a website that is designed
to help people with disabilities deter-
mine their Medicaid eligibility, mak-
ing it easier for them to get to the care
they need.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
MOLINARO for his tireless work as a
champion for people with disabilities. I
encourage my colleagues to support
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 670, the Think Differently Data-
base Act. This legislation would re-
quire the Department of Health and
Human Services to establish a website
to provide people with disabilities in-
formation about the different ways
that they could be eligible for Med-
icaid, as well as the services and sup-
ports that they can access through
each State’s Medicaid program and
whether there is a wait list to access
the home- and community-based serv-
ices that they often need.

Medicaid is really a lifeline for peo-
ple with disabilities who are less likely
to have access to other sources of cov-
erage, and even when they do have em-
ployer-sponsored coverage or Medicare,
that coverage typically does not cover
the services they need, including home-
and community-based services.

Unfortunately, it is often difficult for
people with disabilities and their fami-
lies and caretakers to access the infor-
mation they need about whether they
are eligible for Medicaid in the State in
which they live, whether there are wait
lists for the services they need, and
how to apply for Medicaid.

This bill seeks to overcome some of
those barriers by making information
available to people with disabilities
and their families and caretakers in a
single, national resource.

I thank Representatives SHERRILL
and MOLINARO for their leadership on
this legislation and encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on H.R. 670.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MOLINARO), my good friend.

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend (Mr. GUTHRIE) for his
leadership on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee in support of this
legislation. I certainly look forward to
his leadership in the 119th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, this is the first bill I in-
troduced when I came to the House of
Representatives. As noted, I am the
parent of four children, one of whom
lives with a disability. My wife and I
have navigated the Medicaid supported
system like every other American, and
it is confusing, it is burdensome, it is
bureaucratic, and many times, it is
just too difficult to find your way to
Medicaid-supported services.

Let me assure you, there is always a
waiting list, and most families around
America with individuals that they
care for with the intellectual, physical,
and developmental disabilities, don’t
have the time to find their way to local
service providers and certainly don’t
always know the ins and outs of access-
ing those services.

It becomes a full-time job. That is
why, by the way, most families that
are caring for those individuals with
disabilities don’t have two parents
working, and many rely on Medicaid
for much broader support like SNAP
benefits and other subsidies and social
services because they just can’t find
their way to services and supports.

It is actually one of the last, in some
ways, great prejudices in America, the
bias of low expectation. The feeling
that certain people can’t achieve cer-
tain things because we perceive they
can’t based on their abilities and,
sadly, accessing even the robust serv-
ices supported by Federal and State
governments through Medicaid is just
insufficient.

This bill builds on the initiative I
began in local government in Dutchess
County, New York. Our
ThinkDIFFERENTLY initiative was a
call to action. It was meant to break
down barriers and create opportunities
for all those of every ability.

In fact, if you g0 to
thinkdifferently.net, you will see the
county-level version of what this bill
seeks to create. This bill requires HHS
to create a database of all resources
available to individuals of every ability
and their caregivers in a searchable
format.

The bill will now expand the county-
level programs that we created to a
Federal level for Americans of every
ability.

Again, I thank incoming chairman,
Mr. GUTHRIE, but also Chairwoman
MCMORRIS RODGERS and her staff at
Energy and Commerce for working
with me and my staff over the past
year to make this bill a reality and
hopefully find its way into law.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to ask my
colleagues to support the bill. I am
grateful to Representative SHERRILL
and, of course, my colleagues on both
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sides of the aisle for embracing this
much-needed next step. It is a minor
step, but one that is necessary.

I can’t, for me, think of any better
way to close my service in the 118th
Congress than passing what had be-
come and is my top priority, this piece
of legislation, which sets forth to break
down barriers and create opportunities
for everyone of every ability.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my good friend’s leadership when
he said everybody of every ability. He
is here and he has served everybody in
the 118th Congress. He is going to be
missed and his leadership is going to be
missed and we appreciate him very
much.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
have any further speakers on my side,
but I just want to express my apprecia-
tion to my colleague Representative
MOLINARO for sharing that personal ac-
count of how this matters for his fam-
ily, and that just expands to so many
other families in this country who real-
ly deserve to be able to access all of the
services they need.

That is why I would reiterate that I
very much support the Think Dif-
ferently Database Act and encourage
my colleagues to vote for it.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote for this very important
bill that will help so many families,
people with disabilities across this
country, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I, again,
thank my good friend from the Hudson
Valley, my Rockbound Highland home,
who, unfortunately, didn’t beat Navy
this weekend. He is from a great area
of our country, a beautiful place, and
has well represented the Hudson Val-
ley. I look forward to working together
again at some point in some place.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great bill. I en-
courage a ‘‘yes’ vote, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Xentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 670, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to establish a website to promote
awareness of available resources for in-
dividuals with disabilities, and for
other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

STOP INSTITUTIONAL CHILD
ABUSE ACT

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 1351) to study and prevent child
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abuse in youth residential programs,
and for other purposes.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
S. 1351

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stop Insti-
tutional Child Abuse Act”.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL ACADEMIES OF SCIENCES, EN-
GINEERING, AND MEDICINE STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall seek to enter into a contract with the
National Academies of Sciences, Engineer-
ing, and Medicine (referred to in this section
as the ‘““National Academies’’) to conduct a
study to examine the state of youth in youth
residential programs and make recommenda-
tions.

(b) STUDY COMPONENTS.—Pursuant to the
contract under subsection (a), the National
Academies shall, not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of the Stop Institu-
tional Child Abuse Act, and every 2 years
thereafter for a period of 10 years, issue a re-
port informed by the study conducted under
such subsection that includes—

(1) identification of the nature, prevalence,
severity, and scope of child abuse, neglect,
and deaths in youth residential programs, in-
cluding types of abuse and neglect, causes of
abuse, neglect, and deaths, and criteria used
to assess abuse, neglect, and deaths;

(2) identification of all Federal and State
funding sources for youth residential pro-
grams;

(3) identification of Federal data collection
sources on youth in youth residential pro-
grams;

(4) identification of existing regulation of
youth residential programs, including alter-
native licensing standards or licensing ex-
emptions for youth residential programs;

(5) identification of existing standards of
care of national accreditation entities that
provide accreditation or certification of
youth residential programs;

(6) identification of existing barriers in
policy for blending and braiding of funding
sources to serve youth in community-based
settings;

(7) recommendations for coordination by
agencies of data on youth in youth residen-
tial programs;

(8) recommendations for the improvement
of oversight of youth residential programs
receiving Federal funding;

(9) identification of risk assessment tools,
including projects that provide for the devel-
opment of research-based strategies for risk
assessments relating to the health, safety
(including with respect to the use of seclu-
sion and restraints), and well-being of youth
in youth residential programs;

(10) recommendations to support the devel-
opment and implementation of education
and training resources for professional and
paraprofessional personnel in the fields of
health care, law enforcement, judiciary, so-
cial work, child protection (including the
prevention, identification, and treatment of
child abuse and neglect), education, child
care, and other relevant fields, and individ-
uals such as court appointed special advo-
cates and guardians ad litem, including edu-
cation and training resources regarding—

(A) the unique needs, experiences, and out-
comes of youth with lived experience in
youth residential programs;

(B) the enhancement of interagency com-
munication among child protective service
agencies, protection and advocacy systems,
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State licensing agencies, State Medicaid
agencies, and accreditation agencies;

(C) best practices to eliminate the use of
physical, mechanical, and chemical restraint
and seclusion, and to promote the use of
positive behavioral interventions and sup-
ports, culturally and linguistically sensitive
services, mental health supports, trauma-
and grief-informed care, and crisis de-esca-
lation interventions; and

(D) the legal duties of such professional
and paraprofessional personnel and youth
residential program personnel and the re-
sponsibilities of such professionals and per-
sonnel to protect the legal rights of children
in youth residential programs, consistent
with applicable State and Federal law;

(11) recommendations to improve accessi-
bility and development of community-based
alternatives to youth residential programs;

(12) recommendations for innovative pro-
grams designed to provide community sup-
port and resources to at-risk youth, includ-
ing programs that—

(A) support continuity of education,
cluding removing barriers to access;

(B) provide mentorship;

(C) support the provision of crisis interven-
tion services and in-home or outpatient men-
tal health and substance use disorder treat-
ment; and

(D) provide other resources to families and
parents or guardians that assist in pre-
venting the need for out-of-home placement
of youth in youth residential programs;

(13) recommendations relating to the de-
velopment, dissemination, outreach, engage-
ment, or training associated with advancing
least-restrictive, evidence-based, trauma and
grief-informed, and developmentally and cul-
turally competent care for youth in youth
residential programs and youth at risk of
being placed in such programs;

(14) recommendations on best practices re-
garding the health and safety (including re-
duction or elimination of use of seclusion
and restraints), care, and treatment of youth
in youth residential programs to convey to
States;

(15) recommendations to improve the co-
ordination, dissemination, and implementa-
tion of best practices regarding the health
and safety (including use, reduction, or
elimination of seclusion and restraints),
care, and treatment of youth in youth resi-
dential programs among child welfare sys-
tems, licensing agencies, accreditation orga-
nizations, other relevant monitoring and en-
forcement entities, State child welfare agen-
cies, State Medicaid agencies, State mental
and behavioral health agencies, consumers,
and State protection advocacy centers; and

(16) identification of aggregate data, in-
cluding process-oriented data such as length
of stay and use of restraints, and seclusion
and outcome-oriented data such as discharge
setting and ability to be safely maintained
in school and community at least 12 months
after discharge, including—

(A) recommendations on how such data
should be shared across child-placing agen-
cies and stakeholders, including individuals
receiving services, families of such individ-
uals, and advocates; and

(B) identification of barriers to sharing in-
formation across child-placing agencies.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the du-
ties described in subsection (b), the National
Academies shall consult with—

(1) child advocates, including attorneys ex-
perienced in working with youth overrepre-
sented in the child welfare system or the ju-
venile justice system;

(2) health professionals, including mental
health and substance use disorder profes-
sionals, nurses, physicians, social workers,
and other health care providers who provide

in-
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services to youth who may be served by resi-
dential programs;

(3) protection and advocacy systems;

(4) individuals experienced in working with
youth with disabilities, including emotional,
mental health, and substance use disorders;

(5) individuals with lived experience as
children and youth in youth residential pro-
grams, including individuals with intellec-
tual or developmental disabilities and indi-
viduals with emotional, mental health, or
substance use disorders;

(6) representatives of State and local child
protective services agencies and other rel-
evant public agencies;

(7) parents or guardians of children and
youth with emotional, mental health, or sub-
stance use disorder needs;

(8) parents of children and youth with in-
tellectual disabilities and autism;

(9) experts on issues related to child abuse
and neglect in youth residential programs;

(10) administrators of youth residential
programs;

(11) education professionals who provide
services to youth with complex needs in
youth residential programs;

(12) State educational agencies;

(13) local educational agencies;

(14) Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations;

(15) State legislators;

(16) State licensing agencies;

(17) the Administration for Children and
Families;

(18) the Administration for Community
Living;

(19) the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration;

(20) the Department of Justice;

(21) the Indian Health Service;

(22) the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services;

(23) the National Council on Disability; and

(24) others, as appropriate.

(d) REPORT SUBMISSION AND PUBLICATION.—
The National Academies shall submit to the
Secretary for dissemination to relevant
State agencies, and make publicly available,
a report on the comprehensive review con-
ducted under subsection (b), including the
findings of the National Academies under
subsection (b);

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT.—The term
“‘child abuse and neglect’” has the meaning
given such term in section 3 of the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42
U.S.C. 5101 note).

(2) CULTURALLY COMPETENT.—The term
‘“‘culturally competent’” has the meaning
given such term in section 102 of the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15002).

(3) INDIAN TRIBE; TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—
The terms ‘‘Indian Tribe” and ‘‘Tribal orga-
nization” have the meanings given such
terms in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 5304).

(4) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SYSTEMS.—
The term ‘‘protection and advocacy system’’
means a system established by a State or In-
dian Tribe under section 143 of the Develop-
mental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15043).

() STATE.—The term ‘“‘State” means each
of the several States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.

(6) YOUTH.—The term ‘‘youth’” means an
individual who has not attained the age of
22.

(7) YOUTH RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘youth residen-
tial program’ means each location of a facil-
ity or program operated by a public or pri-

H7279

vate entity that, with respect to one or more
youth who are unrelated to the owner or op-
erator of the facility or program—

(i) provides a residential environment,
such as—

(I) a program with a wilderness or outdoor
experience, expedition, or intervention;

(IT) a boot camp experience or other experi-
ence designed to simulate characteristics of
basic military training or correctional re-
gimes;

(ITI) an education or therapeutic boarding
school;

(IV) a behavioral modification program;

(V) a residential treatment center or facil-
ity;

(VI) a qualified residential treatment pro-
gram (as defined in section 472(k)(4) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 672(k)(4)));

(VII) a psychiatric residential treatment
program that meets the requirements of sub-
part D of part 441 of title 42, Code of Federal
Regulations (or any successor regulations);

(VIII) a group home serving children and
youth placed by any placing authority;

(IX) an intermediate care facility for indi-
viduals with intellectual disabilities; or

(X) any residential program that is utilized
as an alternative to incarceration for justice
involved youth, adjudicated youth, or youth
deemed delinquent; and

(ii) serves youth who have a history or di-
agnosis of—

(I) an emotional,
health disorder;

(IT) a substance misuse or use disorder, in-
cluding alcohol misuse or use disorders; or

(ITIT) an intellectual, developmental, phys-
ical, or sensory disability.

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘youth residen-
tial program’ does not include—

(i) a hospital licensed by a State; or

(ii) a foster family home that—

(I) provides 24-hour substitute care for
children placed away from their parents or
guardians and for whom the State child wel-
fare services agency has placement and care
responsibility; and

(IT) is licensed and regulated by the State
as a foster family home.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms.
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

Mr. GUTHRIE. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
13561, the Stop Institutional Child
Abuse Act.

In 2022, there were approximately
34,000 children and adolescents placed
in these youth residential treatment
programs. These programs play a piv-
otal role in helping young people navi-
gate mental health and behavioral
health challenges. Unfortunately, there
have been many instances of youth
being mistreated in certain residential
treatment programs. This is unaccept-
able.

S. 1351 will require the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine to conduct a study exam-
ining the state of youth residential
programs. It also requires rec-
ommendations on how to improve over-
sight, disseminate education and train-
ing resources, and enhance interagency
coordination, among others.

Every residential treatment program
should be a secure place for children to

behavioral, or mental
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heal. Parents and guardians deserve
transparency.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
1351, the Stop Institutional Child
Abuse Act. This legislation, sponsored
by Representatives KHANNA and CAR-
TER in the House, would direct the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine to conduct a
study on youth residential treatment
programs.

These programs offer a variety of
services to adolescents, teens, and
young adults with emotional, mental
health, or substance use disorder needs.

Residential treatment can play a piv-
otal role in helping young people navi-
gate serious behavioral and emotional
challenges, but too often these pro-
grams only harm these children, sub-
jecting them to abuse and neglect.

Young people deserve to be safe and
properly cared for and to receive treat-
ment in the least restrictive environ-
ment that meets their needs.

Youth residential treatment pro-
grams need proper oversight to ensure
that young people are protected
against abuse and neglect. This legisla-
tion would provide greater trans-
parency around the prevalence of abuse
in youth residential treatment pro-
grams, as well as recommendations to
improve the implementation of best
practices regarding the health and the
safety of young people in these sys-
tems.

In carrying out the study, this legis-
lation would require the National
Academies of Science, Engineering,
and Medicine to consult with a wide
range of stakeholders. This would in-
clude health professionals, individuals
who have lived in youth residential
programs, parents, child abuse experts,
program administrators, and State and
Federal agencies, among others.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
this effort to strengthen accountability
and transparency in youth residential
treatment programs.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on S. 1351, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER), my good friend.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the Stop Institutional Child
Abuse Act, which I am proud to lead
with Senator MERKLEY and Representa-
tive KHANNA.

Before I begin, I will start by thank-
ing Paris Hilton for her hard work, her
bravery, and her vulnerability in shar-
ing her story about abuse at the hands
of a youth residential treatment facil-
ity. This truly was a courageous act on
her part.

Mr. Speaker, Paris is already making
a difference, and I applaud her for
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using her voice to advance such a crit-
ical cause.

When Paris first met with me last
Congress and shared her story about
being in institutional care as a child, I
will be quite honest, I was horrified. I
believe the words out of my mouth
were: This sounds like it is being run
by the cartel.
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Let me tell you, everything that I
have heard since that meeting—from
policy experts, advocates, and sur-
vivors—has confirmed this terrifying
truth. One child, just one child experi-
encing abuse, is too many.

Thousands of children are being fun-
neled into seemingly safe institutional
care facilities only to be dehumanized
and abused in a crisis, one that I am so
glad there is bipartisan and bicameral
support to address.

There are as many as 200,000 minors
in youth residential programs or facili-
ties across the country. At their best,
youth residential programs provide
counseling, treatment, and care for
struggling teens and children. At their
worst, they subject innocent children
to physical, emotional, and sexual
abuse, which has led to hospitaliza-
tions, prolonged trauma, and even
death.

Disgustingly, far too many of these
centers are operating at their worst.

The Stop Institutional Child Abuse
Act, which I am proud to be the Repub-
lican lead of in the House of Represent-
atives, would increase transparency
and accountability for these programs
so that parents and children alike have
an accurate understanding of the prac-
tices, goals, and ethics of these centers.

It will also help to establish best
practices for health, safety, care, and
treatment so that there is a Federal
standard for how institutionalized
youth are treated. This will also give
parents the information they need to
make an informed decision about
whether institutional care is the best
option for their child.

Mr. Speaker, I am not trying to in-
tervene on State rights here. Yes, they
are regulated by the States, and I want
to be clear to my colleagues that the
States will continue to regulate them.
This simply calls for more trans-
parency, responsibility, and account-
ability. It gives parents the oppor-
tunity to see if these centers truly are
using seclusion or physical restraints.
It does not intend to interfere with the
States regulating these facilities.

As you know, I am a healthcare pro-
fessional, and we abide by the Hippo-
cratic oath, do no harm. It is time in-
stitutional care facilities were held to
that same standard.

There are a lot of good facilities out
there, there is no question about that,
but there are some bad ones. That is
what we are trying to identify here.
Every profession has bad actors.

I am a pharmacist, the second most
well-respected profession in America.
We have bad actors, just like every pro-
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fession does. That is what we are try-
ing to identify here.

It is time that institutional care fa-
cilities were held to the same stand-
ards of the Hippocratic oath, do no
harm.

This bill has already passed the Sen-
ate, and I thank Speaker JOHNSON,
Leader SCALISE, and many others for
bringing this bill before the House here
today. We have the votes, and it is
time to get this done.

Who would vote against this? We all
want our children safe. This is simply
calling for more accountability and
more transparency. This is simply call-
ing for best practices. This is an at-
tempt to identify bad actors.

The children in these facilities can’t
wait another Congress for change. Sun-
light is the best disinfectant there is,
and we are going to light the institu-
tional care industry up with trans-
parency and oversight because our chil-
dren deserve it.

I commend Senator MERKLEY and
Representative KHANNA for working on
this issue, and I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KHANNA), to whom I am so
grateful for sponsoring this legislation
with Mr. CARTER.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative SCHRIER for her leader-
ship, Representative CARTER for work-
ing across the aisle, and the leadership
for bringing this bill on the floor for a
vote.

I join Representative CARTER in
thanking Paris Hilton and her hus-
band, Carter, both up in the gallery as
we speak. They really helped drive this
and start this.

I had coffee with Carter 4 years ago,
and we were talking about technology
in my district. At the end of it, he says,
“By the way, I am married to Paris
Hilton,” like you just drop that at the
end of a conversation.

I said: Paris Hilton. Okay. That is in-
teresting.

Then he said: There is this issue I
want to talk about.

I thought: Here we go. Here is some
celebrity issue, and the person will fly
in, do PR, and leave.

I said: Carter, what is it?

He talked about the institutional fa-
cilities, these congregate care facilities
and the thousands of American kids
who go there hoping to get assistance,
hoping to get support, and instead face
sexual abuse, horrific discipline, condi-
tions where they aren’t given enough
food.

He said: You know, Paris
through that.

I was immediately struck by his vul-
nerability in sharing that. Then I met
Paris, I met her mother, and I saw the
emotion that she had. I also met so
many survivors who told their stories.
Representative CARTER Kknows this.
Paris and Carter, her husband, and
these survivors came to our offices
again and again for years because they

went
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wanted to do something with these ex-
periences to make it better for Amer-
ica’s children.

We are often so polarized in this
Chamber. We disagree sometimes on, it
seems like, everything. As we approach
Christmas and approach these holi-
days, I think we can feel good that
when it comes to America’s children,
we put them first. We did something
right. We did something to help the
American people, and we did that be-
cause of the commitment and leader-
ship that Paris and so many survivors
have shown.

I feel good today about being a Mem-
ber of Congress, working with Rep-
resentative CARTER, and proud of being
part of this institution. I appreciate
the leadership for allowing this bill to
come. I hope it will pass unanimously.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I am prepared
to close. I reserve the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members that the rules
do not allow references to persons in
the gallery.

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

As a pediatrician, I reiterate my sup-
port for S. 1351, the Stop Institutional
Child Abuse Act.

This is so important, as we have al-
ready heard through these stories, and
we want to make sure that when our
adolescents and young adults are sent
off for care, they receive the best care
and not abuse.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote for this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, I want to close by say-
ing that there has been quite a bit of
hard work put into this bill and quite a
bit of persistence. Without referring to
anybody in the gallery, I know there
are people here who have worked real-
ly, really hard to get to where we are
now.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I encourage all of my colleagues to
vote “‘yes.” I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1351.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
9/11 MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
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bill (H.R. 5401) to provide a one-time
grant for the operation, security, and
maintenance of the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial & Museum at the
World Trade Center to commemorate
the events, and honor the victims, of
the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5401

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘9/11 Memorial
and Museum Act’’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) NATIONAL SEPTEMBER 11 MEMORIAL & MU-
SEUM.—The term ‘“‘National September 11 Memo-
rial & Museum’ means the National September
11 Memorial & Museum at the World Trade Cen-
ter Foundation, Inc., established to commemo-
rate the events of, and honor the victims of, the
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center on
September 11, 2001, at the site of such attacks.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term “‘eligible enti-
ty’”’ means the official organization, as in exist-
ence on the date of enactment of this Act, that—

(A) operates the National September 11 Memo-
rial & Museum; and

(B) is an organization described in section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
and exempt from taxation under section 501(a)
of such Code.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Homeland Security.

SEC. 3. ONE-TIME GRANT FOR NATIONAL SEP-
TEMBER 11 MEMORIAL & MUSEUM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations made in advance for such pur-
pose to the Office of the Secretary and Execu-
tive Management of the Department of Home-
land Security, the Secretary shall award to the
eligible entity a grant in an amount determined
by the Secretary subject to subsection (c), to be
used by such entity solely for the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (b), if upon review of the
application submitted pursuant to subsection
(d), the Secretary makes a determination pursu-
ant to subsection (e) that such entity satisfies
the criteria required under subsection (f).

(b) PURPOSE.—The omne-time grant awarded
under subsection (a) shall be used by the eligible
entity for the operation, security, and mainte-
nance of the National September 11 Memorial &
Museum.

(c) GRANT AMOUNT.—The one-time grant
under this section may mnot be for less than
$5,000,000 or more than $10,000,000.

(d) APPLICATION.—To be considered for an
award of the one-time grant under this section,
the eligible entity shall submit to the Secretary
an application at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(e) REVIEW; DEADLINE FOR AWARD.—If the
Secretary, after review of the application from
the eligible entity, determines that the eligible
entity satisfies the criteria under subsection (f),
the Secretary shall award the one-time grant to
the eligible entity, not later than 90 days after
the date of receipt by the Secretary of the com-
pleted application submitted by such entity.

(f) CRITERIA.—In determining the amount of
the one-time grant consistent with subsection
(c), the Secretary shall consider the following:

(1) The needs of the eligible entity, and ability
and commitment of such eligible entity to use
grant funds, with respect to ensuring the secu-
rity and safety of visitors at the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial & Museum.

(2) The number of visitors to the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial & Museum who would ben-
efit.
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(3) The ability and commitment of the eligible
entity to use grant funds to—

(A) preserve the facilities and grounds of the
National September 11 Memorial & Museum;
and

(B) educate future generations.

(4) The ability and commitment of the eligible
entity to use grant funds to increase the num-
bers of economically disadvantaged visitors to
the National September 11 Memorial & Museum.

(9) CONDITION ON RECEIPT OF GRANT.—AS a
condition on receipt of a grant under this sec-
tion, the eligible entity shall—

(1) provide for—

(A) free admission to all facilities and muse-
ums associated with the National September 11
Memorial & Museum for active and retired mem-
bers of the Armed Forces, individuals who were
registered first responders to the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and family members of victims of
such attacks; and

(B) dedicated free admission hours for the
general public at least once a week; and

(2) allow for annual Federal audits of the fi-
nancial statements of such entity, including rev-
enues associated with ticket sales, charitable do-
nations, grants, and all expenditures on salaries
and operations, which shall be subject to review
by the Secretary and made available to the pub-
lic.

(h) REPORTS.—Not later than 90 days after the
end of each fiscal year for which the recipient
obligates or expends funds made available to the
recipient pursuant to this section, the recipient
shall submit to the Committees on Natural Re-
sources and Homeland Security of the House of
Representatives and the Committees on Energy
and Natural Resources and Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate a report
that includes, for the fiscal year covered by the
report, each of the following:

(1) Information relating to the amount of
grant funds obligated or expended for the pre-
ceding fiscal year.

(2) Information relating to any purposes for
which such funds were obligated or expended.

(3) Any other information the Secretary may
require to effectively administer the one-time
grant program under this section, as determined
by the Secretary, if not later than the last day
of the fiscal year the Secretary notified such en-
tity of such requested information.

(i) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.—NO
additional funds are authorized to carry out the
requirements of this section, and the activities
authoriced by this section are subject to the
availability of appropriations made in advance
for such purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 5401, the bill now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of Representative D’ESPOSITO’s bipar-
tisan bill, the 9/11 Memorial and Mu-
seum Act.
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This legislation provides a one-time
grant to assist with the security costs
for the 9/11 Memorial & Museum.

The National September 11 Memorial
& Museum occupies the site of the
former World Trade Center in Lower
Manhattan. This unique facility serves
as the principal tribute of remem-
brance and honor to the nearly 3,000
people Killed in the terrorist attacks at
the World Trade Center on September
11, 2001, and February 26, 1993.

One of the focal points of the mu-
seum is an art installation with the
quote, ‘“‘No day shall erase you from
the memory of time.”” This is not mere-
ly a quote. It is a promise from each
and every American that we will never
forget the tragic events of 9/11. More
than 23 years after these horrific at-
tacks, we still remember the innocent
men, women, and children who per-
ished on that day.

Representative D’ESPOSITO’s legisla-
tion will help ensure that the memo-
ries of those we lost on 9/11 remain
eternal by providing a one-time grant,
ranging from $5 million to $10 million,
to assist with security costs for the
memorial and museum.

As the location of one of the most
high-profile terrorist attacks in Amer-
ican history, the museum shoulders
more than $1 million in security costs
per month. This important grant com-
ing from the Department of Homeland
Security’s existing appropriations
would help defray those significant se-
curity costs.

I thank Representative D’ESPOSITO
for his efforts to advance this legisla-
tion. Yet again, he has proven himself
to be a tireless advocate for his con-
stituents and the people of New York.
His important bill would help the 9/11
Memorial & Museum continue oper-
ations, increase safety measures, and
provide free admission for military vet-
erans, first responders, and victims’
families.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this
bill and reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of the 9/11 Memorial and Mu-
seum Act.

This bill would require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to provide a one-
time grant to the National September
11 Memorial & Museum in New York
City, as the chairman just mentioned,
if future legislation authorizes such ac-
tivity and if future legislation appro-
priates such funds.

This museum and memorial is the
principal tribute of remembrance and
honor for the nearly 3,000 people killed
on 9/11. Over the years, Congress has
provided significant financial support
for the site and recognized it as the Na-
tional 9/11 Memorial & Museum.

Though I rise today in support, I
would like to highlight that the 9/11
museum has faced criticism since its
opening related to some terminologies
used in some of the exhibits. Organiza-
tions such as the Muslim Community
Network and a coalition of prominent
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academics have raised concerns that
the terminology used for Islamic extre-
mism and terrorism is sometimes gen-
eralized, improperly defined, and ex-
cludes necessary context. In response,
these groups have requested that an
interfaith advisory council be estab-
lished for the memorial and museum to
increase inclusive representation, con-
tent review, and educational initia-
tives.

I acknowledge and deeply understand
the significance and importance of the
9/11 Memorial & Museum. It is a site
for remembrance and mourning. Mem-
bers of the House Natural Resources
Committee will continue to support
the ongoing management needs of the
museum, but we encourage the muse-
um’s management to engage with
stakeholders to develop an interfaith
advisory council to ensure that the site
is welcoming and representative of all.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

J 1800

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. D’ESPOSITO), the lead
sponsor of this bill.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, the
chairman mentioned a quote that is af-
fixed to the wall when you enter the
9/11 Memorial & Museum: ‘‘No day
shall erase you from the memory of
time.”

That quote is affixed to 2,983 tiles, all
painted with watercolors, a different
shade of blue, to represent that clear
blue sky on that Tuesday morning. The
2,983 tiles represent the victims of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, as well as the 1993
bombing.

On September 11, 2001, we lost thou-
sands of people to an attack on our
homeland. These individuals were
mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, and
their absence is felt every single day.

Among those we lost were heroes who
stared danger in the face and chose to
run into peril to save their fellow man.
Even now, more than two decades
later, we continue to lose people to 9/
11-related illnesses. As of today, there
is someone suffering from a
9/11-related illness in every congres-
sional district in the United States of
America.

These were firefighters, cops, iron-
workers, first responders, people just
going to work in the financial district,
everyday Americans.

Since that day, we have promised to
never forget, to never forget those
whose lives were cut short, never for-
get those who selflessly ran toward
danger, never forget the resilience of
this beautiful Nation in the days that
followed, never forget the loved ones
left behind, and never forget those who
continue to suffer.

How do we keep this promise to never
forget?

One important way is through con-
tinued support of the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial & Museum in New
York City. For years, the museum has
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told the story of that tragic day from
the clear blue sky that I referenced, to
the people who remember waking up
that morning, to the fear and confusion
that gripped the Nation, and to the res-
cue efforts that followed.

Outside the museum, two memorial
pools are surrounded by the names of
each and every victim on bronze para-
pets, making sure we never forget one
single victim. I encourage everyone to
visit this site.

No American under the age of 22 was
alive during 9/11, and it is critical that
we continue to teach our children and
generations to come about the events
of that day and how it changed our
world forever. We must continue to
teach them who was responsible for
that attack on this Nation and hold
them accountable.

The museum does this critical work
every day, both on-site and around the
world, through the development of les-
son plans and curricula for kids of var-
ious ages. Congress must support this
work.

Additionally, the threat to this site
did not end on September 11, 2001. The
museum remains a target to this day.
Just 2 months ago, a man was sen-
tenced to over a decade in prison for
trying to help ISIS attack New York
City, including the 9/11 Museum. This
is unacceptable.

The 9/11 Memorial & Museum must
have the resources it needs to ensure
that all visitors are safe. I am proud to
introduce and support this legislation
that will authorize a one-time grant
for the National September 11 Memo-
rial & Museum. Ensuring that they
have the resources they need to con-
tinue the programs and Kkeep visitors
safe is of paramount importance to this
Nation.

I am calling on all my colleagues to
support this and keep our promise to
never forget. As I close, I would like to
read a part of the 9/11 Memorial & Mu-
seum’s mission: ‘‘May the lives remem-
bered, the deeds recognized, and the
spirit reawakened be eternal beacons,
which reaffirm respect for life,
strengthen our resolve to preserve free-
dom, and inspire an end to hatred, ig-
norance, and intolerance.”

May we help them accomplish this
mission today by passing this legisla-
tion.

When those of us who take oaths to
protect and serve, we take that oath
and we swear on the Bible. We also
make a promise in our hearts, a prom-
ise to never ever forget.

Mr. Speaker, today I am asking all
the Members of this distinguished body
to follow that lead and never forget.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we sup-
port this legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to vote “‘yes,” and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this
is an important bill with strong bipar-
tisan support. It offers a one-time
grant to help the 9/11 Memorial & Mu-
seum in New York City fulfill its cru-
cial educational mission and ensure no
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American forgets the tragic events of
9/11.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5401, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

JACKIE ROBINSON BALLPARK NA-
TIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SITE
ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8012) to establish the Jackie
Robinson Ballpark National Com-
memorative Site in the State of Flor-
ida, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8012

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Jackie Robinson
Ballpark National Commemorative Site Act’’.
SEC. 2. JACKIE ROBINSON BALLPARK NATIONAL

COMMEMORATIVE SITE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(2) SITE.—The term ‘Site’”” means the Jackie
Robinson Ballpark National Commemorative
Site designated by subsection (b).

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the State
of Florida.

(b) DESIGNATION.—Jackie Robinson Ballpark
in Daytona Beach, Florida, is hereby designated
as the Jackie Robinson Ballpark National Com-
memorative Site.

(c) AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS NET-
WORK.—The Site shall be part of the African
American Civil Rights Network established
under the African American Civil Rights Net-
work Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-104).

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary
may enter into cooperative agreements with ap-
propriate public or private entities for interpre-
tative and educational purposes related to the
Site.

(2) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.—The Site shall
not be a unit of the National Park System.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—Nothing in this Act—

(A) authorizes the Secretary to interfere with
the rights of any person with respect to private
property or any local zoning ordinance or land
use plan of the State or any political subdivision
thereof;

(B) affects the administration of the Site by
any owner of the Site; or

(C) authorizes the Secretary to acquire land or
interests in land through condemnation or oth-
erwise.

(e) SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct
a special resource study of the Site to evaluate
the national significance of the Site and deter-
mine the suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating the Site as a unit of the National Park
System.
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(2) ALTERNATIVES.—The Secretary shall con-
sider alternatives for preservation, protection,
and interpretation of the Site by Federal, State,
or local government entities, or private and non-
profit organizations.

(3) CONDUCT OF STUDY.—The study shall be
conducted in accordance with section 100507 of
title 54, United States Code.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the
date on which funds are made available to con-
duct the study, the Secretary shall submit a re-
port to Congress that describes the results of the
study and any recommendations of the Sec-
retary with respect to the Site.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 8012, the bill now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of Representative WALTZ’ bill, the
Jackie Robinson Ballpark National
Commemorative Site Act.

By designating the Jackie Robinson
Ballpark as a National Commemora-
tive Site, this bill recognizes the ball-
park’s important role in advancing
civil rights and ending racially seg-
regated sports in 20th century Amer-
ica.

In 1946, Jackie Robinson played in
the first racially integrated spring
training game at what is now named
the Jackie Robinson Ballpark in Day-
tona Beach, Florida.

At the time, Jim Crow laws pre-
vented integrated baseball throughout
the South. A year later, Robinson
would make his major league debut
with the Brooklyn Dodgers where he
broke the MLB’s color barrier and be-
came the first African American to
play in a modern-era MLB game.

Robinson would eventually finish his
career as a six-time all-star while
amassing over 1500 hits and maintain-
ing a .311 batting average. Throughout
his career, Robinson demonstrated
courage and excellence on and off the
field, opening the door of opportunity
for generations of athletes who suc-
ceeded him.

By designating the ballpark a Na-
tional Commemorative Site, this bill
recognizes the facility’s historic role in
advancing civil rights without adding
to the Federal estate or using taxpayer
dollars.

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bill. It would designate the Jackie Rob-
inson Ballpark in Daytona Beach, Flor-
ida, as a National Commemorative Site
to honor the legendary baseball player,
Jackie Robinson.

I did not know this, but this park is
the oldest active ballpark in minor
league baseball. It opened in 1914. The
historic significance, of course, is that
heading into spring training in 1946,
every other minor league park locked
their stadiums and canceled games
rather than allow Jackie Robinson to
play as part of the Montreal Royals in
that minor league season. So only Day-
tona Beach set side segregation laws to
permit Robinson to play at the ball-
park that now bears his name. A year
later, he was called up to the Brooklyn
Dodgers, and the rest is history.

The park was renamed the Jackie
Robinson Memorial Ballpark in 1990
and added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1998. By designating
it as a National Commemorative Site,
we would continue to honor and bolster
Robinson’s legacy, which is a good
thing.

I appreciate this bill. I appreciate
that it is sponsored by the entire Flor-
ida delegation, displaying not only the
truly bipartisan nature of this effort,
but also a universal understanding of
the importance of memorializing Jack-
ie Robinson for the contributions he
made to the civil rights movement.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. WALTZ), the lead sponsor
of this bill.

Mr. WALTZ. Mr. Speaker, I am ex-
cited to rise today in support of this
bill, H.R. 8012, the bipartisan, bi-
cameral Jackie Robinson Ballpark Na-
tional Commemorative Site Act to
honor the location where Jackie Robin-
son broke baseball’s color barrier and
played his first game.

This bill would designate Jackie Rob-
inson Ballpark in Daytona Beach as a
National Commemorative Site and add
the ballpark to the African American
Civil Rights Network.

Additionally, this bill would direct
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a feasibility study to give the site
the designation of a national historic
landmark.

H.R. 8012 honors the location where
Jackie Robinson broke baseball’s color
barrier when he played his first profes-
sional game with the Montreal Royals
on March 17, 1946, in Daytona Beach, at
the then-named Daytona City Island
Ballpark.

This is the first time in modern base-
ball that a Black player and a White
player played on the same team. Inci-
dentally, it is just down the street
from the HBCU Bethune-Cookman. Its
founder, Mary McLeod Bethune rep-
resents Florida just down the hallway
here in Statuary Hall.
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Jackie Robinson then led the Mon-
treal Royals to a minor league cham-
pionship the same season, and the next
year, he was promoted to the Dodgers
making modern Major League Baseball
history.

In his book, Mr. Speaker, “My Own
Story,” Jackie Robinson reflected on
the importance of this game, stating
that: I knew, of course, that everyone
was not pulling for me to make good,
but I was sure now that the whole
world wasn’t lined up against me, and
when I went to sleep, the applause was
still ringing in my ears.

Since that day, Daytona Beach’s
ballpark has been a historic landmark
and a reminder of Jackie Robinson’s
impact, of the civil rights movement,
and of the integration of modern pro-
fessional baseball.

Its preservation and recognition are
even more important and more crucial
now following the demolition of Ebbets
Field, home to the Brooklyn Dodgers
in 1960, which again, was the first
Major League Baseball team to sign
Robinson, but now that that stadium is
destroyed, we must preserve and honor
Jackie Robinson’s legacy.

I thank Chairman WESTERMAN for his
leadership in bringing this bill to the
floor, so that we can pass it into law
and protect and commemorate the
Jackie Robinson Ballpark in Daytona
for all future Americans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, this is
a good bill. I urge my colleagues to
support it, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I,
again, commend Representative WALTZ
for his efforts in leading this important
bill. This is a straightforward way of
recognizing a historic venue that
played a critical role in the fight for
equality for all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
the legislation, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8012, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The

————
O 1815

JAMUL INDIAN VILLAGE LAND
TRANSFER ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3857) to take certain land in the
State of California into trust for the
benefit of the Jamul Indian Village of
California, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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S. 3857

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Jamul In-
dian Village Land Transfer Act’.

SEC. 2. TRUST LAND FOR THE JAMUL INDIAN VIL-
LAGE OF CALIFORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The approximately 172.10
acres of land described in subsection (b) is
held in trust by the United States for the
benefit of the Jamul Indian Village of Cali-
fornia.

(b) LAND DESCRIPTIONS.—The land referred
to in subsection (a) is the following:

(1) PARCEL 1.—The parcels of land totaling
approximately 161.23 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, that are held in fee
by the Jamul Indian Village of California, as
legally described in Document No. 2022-
0010260 in the Official Records of the Office of
the Recorder, San Diego County, California,
and recorded January 7, 2022.

(2) PARCEL 2.—The parcel of land totaling
approximately 6 acres, located in San Diego
County, California, that is held in fee by the
Jamul Indian Village of California, as legally
described in Document No. 2021-0540770 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded July 29, 2021.

(3) PARCEL 3.—The parcel of land totaling
approximately 4.03 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, as legally de-
scribed in Document No. 1998-0020339 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded January 15, 1998.

(4) PARCEL 4.—The parcel of land comprised
of approximately 0.84 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, as legally de-
scribed in Document No. 2017-0410384 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded September 7, 2017.

(c) ADDITIONAL TRUST ACQUISITION.—The
Secretary of the Interior shall accept title in
and to, and place into trust by the United
States for the benefit of the Jamul Indian
Village of California, the land depicted as
‘“Proposed 1.1. acres’ on the map of the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife enti-
tled ‘‘Amended Acres Proposal’” and dated
May 2023 if that land is conveyed or other-
wise transferred to the United States by, or
on behalf of, the Jamul Indian Village of
California.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Land taken into
trust under subsections (a) and (c) shall be—

(1) part of the reservation of the Jamul In-
dian Village of California; and

(2) administered in accordance with the
laws and regulations generally applicable to
property held in trust by the United States
for the benefit of an Indian Tribe.

(e) GAMING PROHIBITED.—Land described in
subsections (b) and (c) shall not be used for
any class IT gaming or class III gaming under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C.
2701 et seq.) (as those terms are defined in
section 4 of that Act (256 U.S.C. 2703)).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 3857,
the bill now under consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
3857, the Jamul Indian Village Land
Transfer Act, which would place ap-
proximately 173 acres of land into trust
by the United States for the benefit of
the Jamul Indian Village.

The Jamul Indian Village is located
in San Diego County and is part of the
Kumeyaay people of southern Cali-
fornia, otherwise known as the Mission
Indians.

While the Tribe’s history dates back
12,000 years, they only received Federal
recognition in 1981. The Tribe’s res-
ervation consists of approximately 6.04
acres, but the Tribe has continued to
work to restore its land base.

This legislation would place certain
parcels into trust for the Tribe’s ben-
efit. The legislation also would pro-
hibit Class 2 or Class 3 gaming on the
parcels placed into trust consistent
with the Indian Gaming Regulatory
Act.

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. IssA) for his work on the
House companion to this legislation
that passed the House earlier this year.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage adoption of
this legislation, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of Senator PADILLA’S
Jamul Indian Village Land Transfer
Act. This would designate approxi-
mately 172 acres of land located in San
Diego County, California, into trust for
the benefit of the federally recognized
Tribe of the Jamul Indian Village of
California.

This land is within the Tribe’s ances-
tral territory and is located near their
existing reservation. This Tribe has
fought for years to restore their home-
lands and protect and preserve their
cultural sites.

With this land, the Tribe will be able
to increase Tribal housing, preserve
and protect cultural sites, and better
provide essential government oper-
ations, including healthcare services,
administrative offices, law enforce-
ment, and other community resources,
such as a grocery store and educational
services.

Earlier this year, we passed the
House version of this bill by voice vote.
I ask my colleagues to support the bill
once again so that we can send it to
the President for his signature, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this
legislation would take approximately
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173 acres of land into trust for the
Jamul Indian Village for the benefit of
the Tribe.

I again thank Mr. ISSA for his hard
work on behalf of his constituents. I
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, S. 3857.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

REVERSIONARY INTEREST
CONVEYANCE ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8946) to convey the rever-
sionary interest of the United States in
certain land in Sacramento, California.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8946

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
sionary Interest Conveyance Act’.
SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF UNITED STATES INTER-

EST IN CERTAIN LAND.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED LAND.—The term ‘‘covered
land’’ means the approximately 8.43 acres of
land under the administrative jurisdiction of
the Bureau of Land Management in Sac-
ramento, California, as generally depicted as
“Proposed Easements to be Released’ on the
map titled ‘‘Lands Proposed for Release from
Any and All Reversionary Interests of the
United States, including interests under the
Act of July 1, 1862 (12 Stat. 489)”’, dated No-
vember 7, 2022.

(2) BUYER.—(A) The term ‘‘buyer’” means
the owner of record of any of the parcels in-
cluded in the covered land at the time of the
requested conveyance.

(B) Buyer may only request and purchase
the covered land’s reversionary interest for
the parcels of which the owner is the owner
of record at the time of request.

(3) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—The term
“reversionary interest’” means all rever-
sionary interests of the United States in the
covered land.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Bureau of Land Management.

(b) CONVEYANCE.—Not later than two years
after the Secretary receives a request from
the buyer, the Secretary shall offer to the
buyer the applicable reversionary interest
subject to the requirements in subsection (c),
and shall convey the lands to buyer upon
payment of the appraised value.

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—ANy conveyance under
this section—

(1) shall be subject to valid existing rights;
and

(2) shall be for not less than fair market
value.

“Rever-
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(d) PAYMENT OF FAIR MARKET VALUE.—The
Secretary shall determine the fair market
value of the applicable reversionary inter-
est—

(1) in accordance with the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); and

(2) based on an appraisal that is conducted
in accordance with—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisitions; and

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice.

(e) CosTs.—In addition to the fair market
value determined under subsection (d), the
buyer shall pay all costs related to the appli-
cable conveyance of the reversionary inter
est, including all surveys, appraisals, and
other administrative costs.

(f) PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF LAND.—
The proceeds from the sale of the applicable
reversionary interest shall be—

(1) deposited in the Federal Land Disposal
Account established by section 206(a) of the
Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act
(43 U.S.C. 2305(a)); and

(2) used in accordance with that Act.

SEC. 3. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act shall—

(1) diminish the right-of-way associated
with the covered land in section 2 to a width
of less than 50 feet on each side of the center
of the main track or tracks established and
maintained by the Southern Pacific Trans-
portation Company on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; or

(2) validate or confirm any right or title
to, or interest in the land referred to in sec-
tion 2 arising out of adverse possession, pre-
scription, or abandonment, and not con-
firmed by conveyance made by the Southern
Pacific Transportation Company before the
date of the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8956,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of Representative MATSUI's bill, H.R.
8956, the Revisionary Interest Convey-
ance Act.

This bill will resolve a stubborn prop-
erty law issue that has long afflicted a
small parcel of land in California.

The private owners of an 8-acre prop-
erty in Sacramento recently discovered
a revisionary interest on their land,
which was originally conveyed by a
railroad company. The interest, which
dates back to the days of the trans-
continental railroad, technically re-
quires the land to revert to the United
States since it is no longer used for
railroad purposes. With their land en-
cumbered, the owners of this property
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are limited in their ability to develop
or sell the land.

The Bureau of Land Management,
which would receive the property
through the reversion, does not want to
manage the land in question. Since the
agency can’t extinguish the revi-
sionary interest unilaterally, the BLM
has encouraged Congress to pursue a
legislative solution.

H.R. 8946 would resolve this conflict
by requiring the Bureau of Land Man-
agement to convey the reversionary in-
terest to the private landowners for
fair market value. In so doing, this bill
will free up the land for economic de-
velopment and prevent further Federal
interference.

That is a good governance bill that
supports a local community, encour-
ages economic development, and re-
duces the burden on the Federal Gov-
ernment. I applaud Representative
MATSUI for advancing this solution on
behalf of her constituents.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of the Reversionary
Interest Conveyance Act, introduced
by my colleague from the Sacramento
area in California, Representative
MATSUI

Her bill would allow for the convey-
ance of certain Federal Government
claims associated with approximately
8.43 acres of land administered by the
Bureau of Land Management in Sac-
ramento.

It is currently encumbered by what is
known as a reversionary interest, in
this case dating back to the 19th cen-
tury.

The original conveyance of the land
from the Federal Government stipu-
lated that it must be used for specific
stated purposes or ownership would re-
vert back to the United States.

Lands with reversionary interests
like these have what is called a clouded
title, which limits allowable uses and
development.

In this case, the reversionary inter-
ests originate from the initial convey-
ance that provided public land for rail-
road purposes in the 19th century, but
the land changed hands over the years,
eventually without knowledge of this
requirement.

The bill aims to clear up the land
ownership issue by resolving the Fed-
eral Government’s ownership claims on
these parcels. Under the sale author-
ized by the bill, landowners would be
given the opportunity to purchase the
reversionary interests from the govern-
ment so that they can pursue develop-
ment or future conveyances of the
land.

Importantly, this bill has standard
conveyance language, including a re-
quirement to sell the interest at fair
market value, and the authorized con-
veyance is supported by the Depart-
ment of the Interior.

This is a win-win for the government
and the community in Sacramento. Mr.
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Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time. I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MATSUI), the author of this bill.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my bill, H.R. 8946,
the Reversionary Interest Conveyance
Act.

This bill provides a technical correc-
tion that will help unlock the innova-
tive potential of Sacramento. It pro-
vides the BLM with the clear authority
to convey 8% acres of former railroad
right-of-way in Sacramento.

This will allow the city of Sac-
ramento, Sacramento State TUniver-
sity, and their partners to continue
moving forward on the Sacramento
Center for Innovation, a research park
that will allow Sacramento to retain
and grow the level of talent the region
needs to attract investment and busi-
ness.

We support our innovators, our edu-
cators, and our businesses because we
know that these economic drivers don’t
just support job and community
growth today, they sustain them for
generations. Because of this, I really
support this bill. It is something that
is very, very needed.

I thank the chair and ranking mem-
ber for their support of this bill. I urge
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, this is
a great bill. I urge my colleagues to
support it, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this
is straightforward legislation that will
extricate property owners and the Fed-
eral Government from a legal quag-
mire. I support this bill and note that
it passed out of the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources by unanimous consent.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8946.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

SARATOGA NATIONAL
BATTLEFIELD PARK

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8931) to redesignate Saratoga
National Historical Park as Saratoga
National Battlefield Park.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 8931
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SARATOGA NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD
PARK.

(a) REDESIGNATION.—Saratoga National
Historical Park shall hereafter be known and
designated as ‘‘Saratoga National Battlefield
Park”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to Saratoga Na-
tional Historical Park shall be deemed to be
a reference to Saratoga National Battlefield
Park.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8931,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of Rep-
resentative STEFANIK’s bill, H.R. 8931,
which will redesignate the Saratoga
National Historic Park as the Saratoga
National Battlefield Park.

On September 19, 1777, General Hora-
tio Gates led the Continental Army
troops against the British Empire in
present-day Saratoga County, New
York. In the ensuing Battles of Sara-
toga, American colonists would rout a
British invasion force and create a
turning point in the Revolutionary
War.

Today, the site of these battles is
conserved in the 3,400-acre Saratoga
National Historical Park, a unit of the
National Park System.

There, visitors can explore trails and
tour routes to experience the historic
battlefield, which includes landmarks,
fortifications, and other important
structures. The park also hosts arti-
facts, exhibits, historical reenact-
ments, and guided tours.

While the current site was originally
named ‘‘Saratoga Battlefield Park’ by
New York State, the ‘‘battlefield” no-
menclature was dropped in 1938 when
the area became part of the National
Park System.

With the battles’ upcoming 250th an-
niversary, however, residents of Sara-
toga County and New York State have
called for renaming the park to clarify
its place in the heroic struggle of
American independence.

Accordingly, Representative
STEFANIK’s legislation would redesig-
nate the site as the ““‘Saratoga National
Battlefield Park,” thus identifying its
importance as a historical battlefield
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and emphasizing the sacrifices of sol-
diers who fought there.

I thank Representative STEFANIK for
her leadership on this issue and for
working tirelessly this Congress on be-
half of her constituents. We will all
miss Representative STEFANIK next
Congress, but in the meantime, I am
pleased to be working with her in ad-
vancing this important legislation
through the House.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 8931. It is un-
clear to me why when this park
changed from being a State park to
part of the National Park Service the
word ‘‘battlefield” was dropped, but,
obviously, the Battles of Saratoga are
a very important part of history. This
is where American Revolutionary
forces won decisive victory in 1777.

The change proposed in this legisla-
tion is appropriate, I support it, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. STEFANIK), the
lead sponsor of the bill.

[ 1830

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chair and ranking member.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support

of my Dbipartisan legislation, the
Strengthening America’s Turning
Point Act.

I am always so proud to share with
my colleagues in Congress and the
American people that upstate New
York and the North Country are known
as the cradle of the American Revolu-
tion, home to numerous battlefields
and historic sites that were critical in
shaping our Nation’s founding and his-
tory.

I grew up going to these historic sites
like generations of upstaters and, for
years, I have been proud to lead the
charge in their preservation in Con-
gress. Preserving and championing our
battlefields and historic areas is one of
my greatest privileges as the Rep-
resentative of New York’s 21st District
and co-chair of the Congressional Bat-
tlefield Caucus.

The Battles of Saratoga were the
most significant turning point and one
of the most decisive American battles
of the American Revolution. The
American defeat of British forces at
Saratoga marked a changing of the
tide in the Revolutionary War, secur-
ing foreign support from France and
bolstering domestic support for the
American patriots and our righteous
cause.

This bipartisan legislation would re-
name Saratoga National Historical
Park to Saratoga National Battlefield
Park to more accurately reflect the
historical significance of the site and
emphasize the crucial military engage-
ments that took place there.

The historic site was originally
named the Saratoga Battlefield Park.
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When it became a national park in 1938,
the word ‘‘battlefield” was left out of
its name. Unanimously supported by
the Saratoga County Board of Super-
visors, this significant fix will help in-
crease public understanding of the deep
significance the site holds in our mili-
tary history and honor the site where
s0 many gave their last full measure of
devotion, especially important as we
are celebrating our Nation’s
semiquincentennial.

I want to express my immense grati-
tude to my great friend and classmate
Chairman BRUCE WESTERMAN and Sub-
committee Chair ToM TIFFANY and for
their partnership ensuring our battle-
fields and historic sites in upstate New
York and across America are preserved
and protected for generations to come,
and I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to support this bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this
is a simple, bipartisan bill that will
distinguish an important site for its
pivotal role in the American fight for
independence ahead of our Nation’s
250th anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCCLINTOCK). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 8931.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

NUTRIA ERADICATION AND CON-
TROL REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2024

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8308) to reauthorize the Nu-
tria Eradication and Control Act of
2003.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8308

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Nutria
Eradication and Control Reauthorization
Act of 2024”.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF NUTRIA ERADI-
CATION AND CONTROL ACT OF 2003.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3(e) of the Nutria
Eradication and Control Act of 2003 (16
U.S.C. 8102(e)) is amended by striking 2025
and inserting ‘“2030"’.

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 3(a) of
the Nutria Eradication and Control Act of
2003 (16 U.S.C. 8102(a)) is amended by striking
‘“‘Secretary’),” and inserting ‘‘ ‘Secretary’)’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8308,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of Rep-
resentative HARDER’s legislation which
would reauthorize the nutria eradi-
cation program and existing funding
levels through 2030.

Nutria are invasive rodents native to
South America that were imported to
the United States in 1899 for fur pro-
duction. Since then, the nutria popu-
lation has exploded in places like
northern California, Oregon, the Lou-
isiana bayous, and the Chesapeake
Bay. These rodents eat, dig, and tram-
ple healthy wetland habitats, causing
significant erosion and habitat damage
to native ecosystems.

When this legislation was first en-
acted in 2003, an estimated 17 percent
of the Chesapeake Bay’s marshlands
were estimated to have been destroyed
by nutria. Due to the aid of this pro-
gram, nutria eradication efforts have
been very successful.

For example, in Maryland, they have
been declared eradicated. In Louisiana,
where more than 423,000 acres were
damaged or destroyed between 2002 and
2021, over 5 million nutria have been
taken.

I thank Representatives GARRET
GRAVES and DAVID VALADAO for co-
leading this bill with Congressman
HARDER.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
legislation by my colleague from
northern California, Representative
JOSH HARDER.

This bill would reauthorize the Nu-
tria Eradication and Control Act
through 2030. This will benefit Mary-
land, Louisiana, and California, ena-
bling them to manage and eradicate
this destructive, invasive species.

The chairman described a little bit
about the nutria and how it came to
the United States. The reason it is
such a problem is it breeds very rap-
idly, has destructive tendencies to-
wards native wetland vegetation,
which has led to erosion and displace-
ment of native species. It can lead to
levee breaches and the introduction of
diseases and parasites that threaten
humans, livestock, and pets.

These effects pose severe threats to
our national wetlands which are essen-
tial habitats for waterfowl and other
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wildlife and which act as buffers from
extreme weather events.

To give you an example, according to
estimates, had measures not been
adopted to control and eradicate the
species in Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay,
nutria could have destroyed 17 percent
of the bay’s marshes in just 50 years.

In 2003, the Nutria Eradication and
Control Act authorized the Secretary
of the Interior to provide financial as-
sistance to Maryland and Louisiana for
a program to eradicate or control nu-
tria and restore marshland that they
had damaged.

In 2020, my friend, Representative
JOSH HARDER, passed a bill through
Congress that amended that legislation
to include California. That was a very
timely law because California faced a
rapidly expanding breeding population
of nutria in the San Joaquin Valley
and adjacent areas.

The Nutria Eradication and Control
Act has significantly reduced nutria
populations in all three States. In
Maryland, they were entirely eradi-
cated from the Chesapeake Bay in 2022.
In California, nutria captures peeked in
2020 and have been steadily declining,
but they are not yet fully eradicated.
That is why this bill is needed. It
would ensure the critical work of eradi-
cating this destructive, invasive spe-
cies can continue through fiscal year
2030.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES), my good
friend who I believe may be wearing, if
I am not mistaken, a nutria hide suit

tonight.
Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Chairman

WESTERMAN for the recognition.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
California, Mr. HUFFMAN, and I legisla-
tively agree on approximately nothing.
This is truly an anomaly. This legisla-
tion is something that he and I abso-
lutely agree upon. We have worked to-
gether on it. I thank the other gen-
tleman from California, Mr. HARDER,
for the introduction. We have worked
together on this legislation for years.

Nutria are an unbelievably invasive
species. Coastal Louisiana loses a foot-
ball field of wetlands approximately
every 90 minutes. A football field of
land is lost, which is a result of wave
action and it is a result of saltwater in-
trusion, a result of subsidence, a result
of replumbing of coastal Louisiana in a
destructive manner. Nutria absolutely
contribute to that.

Mr. Speaker, what happened between
probably the late 1950s to the early
1990s, there was a huge fur trade. Tens
of millions of nutria were actually har-
vested to provide fur coats. That mar-
ket declined. As a result, the popu-
lation of nutria just absolutely ex-
ploded. In fact, one nutria can provide
on average about 13 offspring a year.
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You do the math very quickly. Mr.
Chairman can do the math very quick-
ly. Actually, I take that back. The gen-
tleman is from Arkansas. I will do it
for him.

They can proliferate very, very
quickly and have a profound impact.
They will burrow into levees. They
found that they have made these 150-
foot burrows that actually com-
promises flood protection infrastruc-
ture like levees. It actually puts our
communities in jeopardy. They will eat
the vegetation. They will eat all the
way down to the roots, and the roots
are actually what hold everything to-
gether, what hold our coastal land-
scape together.

What this legislation does is that it
helps to put a bounty program, to en-
sure that we can come in and we can
actually harvest and we can retrieve
these nutria to prevent the prolifera-
tion that goes today from Maryland all
the way to California, down to the
coast of Louisiana, to prevent this im-
pact to habitat that exacerbates our
coastal resiliency and ecological pro-
ductivity all across the United States.

I thank Mr. HARDER, my friend from
California, for working with us on this.
This is a reauthorization bill. Members
all across the political spectrum sup-
port this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I will say it again. My
good friend, Mr. HUFFMAN, from Cali-
fornia and I rarely agree on legislation.
We absolutely, absolutely agree on this
one. I ask all Members to please sup-
port this. This is very helpful. It actu-
ally prevents disaster dollars. It im-
proves ecological productivity and cer-
tainly will help with the resiliency of
my home State of coastal Louisiana.

Mr. Speaker, as I close, the chairman
commented on my attire. I want to re-
mind him it is Christmastime. It is
Christmastime, and these are colors
that are festive and relevant to the
time of year.

I think he might have noted that I
resemble a nutria or something like
that. Mr. Speaker, I have no idea what
the gentleman from Arkansas is talk-
ing about. This is absolutely topflight
attire for Christmas 2024.

While I respect my friend, the chair-
man of the committee, sometimes he is
simply in error.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
legislation, and I thank my friend from
California and my friend from Arkan-
sas.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, when
the last nutria in the United States is
eradicated, it will not be missed, but
the gentleman from Louisiana will be
missed. It has been a pleasure serving
with him. He is colorful, both in his
rhetoric and in his fashion. We appre-
ciate him and wish him well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
northern California (Mr. HARDER).

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Mr. HUFFMAN for
yielding. I thank my friend from Lou-
isiana (Mr. GRAVES), for his leadership

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

and his sense of style. We are certainly
going to miss him and all of the work
that he has done to make this critical
legislation a reality.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is dead simple.
All it does is reauthorize funding to ad-
vance eradication efforts for this
invasive rodent which is already caus-
ing millions of dollars in damage in 18
States including California, Louisiana,
and Florida.

These swamp rats threaten our
world-class farmland, our critical flood
control infrastructure, and our water
quality.

With their massive nacho cheese-col-
ored orange teeth, nutria can eat 25
percent of their body weight in vegeta-
tion every single day, breaking down
our levees and harming our waterways.

To make matters worse, these
invasive rats weigh upwards of 40
pounds. One female nutria, to do the
math for my friend from Louisiana,
can reproduce 200 offspring every single
year.

This means that if we don’t get this
bill done, these nutria will continue to
expand and ravage our country, unless
the strategic wildlife management
plans actually reduce their growth.

This is our last chance to secure 5 ad-
ditional years of nutria eradication ef-
forts for affected districts across the
Nation, and we know that it can work.
Our efforts have already shrunk nutria
populations across the country. In 2018,
the Chesapeake Bay region success-
fully eradicated nutria from their com-
munities after almost two decades.
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We are learning from that in Cali-
fornia and Louisiana. This shows that
we have the wildlife management tech-
niques that can ensure that we can
continue to move forward.

We are reaching a critical point in
nutria control efforts. This year alone,
we have experienced a 55 percent in-
crease in detected nutria cells, and we
are on track to, unfortunately, have a
record-breaking year for captive nutria
right now.

We must reauthorize these eradi-
cation efforts so we can stop the de-
struction and damage in my district
and others like it across the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass this bill to keep our levees, water-
ways, and agricultural lands safe from
these dangerous, invasive swamp rats.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on this
very important bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 8308 would reau-
thorize a program that has proven to
be very effective in protecting our
country’s vital wetlands and marshes
from a destructive, invasive species.

While great work has already been
accomplished 1in controlling these
invasive pests, continuing to ensure
our native species of plants and ani-
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mals are able to recover and thrive is
crucial for future generations.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank my col-
leagues for their diligent work on this
bill. I urge all Members to support this
commonsense, bipartisan legislation,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8308.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPAYMENT
ACT OF 2023

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3396) to require the standard-
ization of reciprocal fire suppression
cost share agreements, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3396

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fire Depart-
ment Repayment Act of 2023".

SEC. 2. REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO CERTAIN
FIRE SUPPRESSION COST SHARE
AGREEMENTS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARD OPERATING
PROCEDURES.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this section, the Secre-
taries shall—

(1) establish standard operating procedures re-
lating to payment timelines for fire suppression
cost share agreements established under the Act
of May 27, 1955 (42 U.S.C. 1856a) (commonly
known as the ‘‘Reciprocal Fire Protection Act”);
and

(2) with respect to each fire suppression cost
share agreement in operation on such date—

(A) review each such agreement; and

(B) modify each agreement as necessary to
comply with the standard operating procedures
required under paragraph (1).

(b) ALIGNMENT OF FIRE SUPPRESSION COST
SHARE AGREEMENTS WITH COOPERATIVE FIRE
PROTECTION AGREEMENTS.—The standard oper-
ating procedures required wunder subsection
(a)(1) shall include a requirement that each fire
suppression cost share agreement be aligned
with each of the cooperative fire protection
agreements applicable to the entity subject to
such fire suppression cost share agreement.

(c) PAYMENTS PURSUANT TO COST SHARE
AGREEMENTS.—With respect to payments made
pursuant to fire suppression cost share agree-
ments, the standard operating procedures re-
quired under subsection (a)(1) shall require that
the Federal paying entity reimburse a local fire
department if such fire department submits an
invoice in accordance with cost settlement pro-
cedures.

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretaries should carry out
reciprocal fire suppression cost share agreement
repayments to local fire suppression organiza-
tions as soon as practicable after fire suppres-
sion occurs but not later than 1 year after fire
SUPPTesSion 0CCurs.

(e) SECRETARIES DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘Secretaries’” means—
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(1) the Secretary of Agriculture;

(2) the Secretary of the Interior;

(3) the Secretary of Homeland Security; and
(4) the Secretary of Defense.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3396,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3396, the Fire Department Re-
payment Act. This is a bipartisan bill
sponsored by Representative HARDER
alongside Representatives CURTIS and
LAMALFA.

H.R. 3396 would standardize cost-
share agreements between the Federal
Government and local fire departments
to ensure safe and local firefighting
partners are fairly and quickly com-
pensated for fighting wildfires on Fed-
eral lands.

Because wildfires do not heed admin-
istrative boundaries, various State,
Tribal, local, and private firefighting
resources respond jointly to wildfires
throughout the Nation. The costs ex-
pended by these resources are then re-
imbursed under preexisting arrange-
ments known as reciprocal fire sup-
pression cost-share agreements. These
agreements enable firefighting entities
to access resources and assistance from
neighboring jurisdictions during large
fires on Federal lands.

Unfortunately, the current reim-
bursement process is flawed. Payments
are often delayed, imposing financial
burdens on local fire departments and
reducing their ability to respond to
other emergencies.

The Fire Department Repayment Act
addresses these challenges by estab-

lishing uniform reimbursement
timelines for fire suppression cost-
share agreements. This legislation

would ensure local fire departments are
paid promptly while still allowing the
Federal Government to dispute any in-
accurate invoices.

This is a good bill that would im-
prove the reimbursement process for
coordinated firefighting efforts. It thus
takes a critical step toward strength-
ening shared resources and cross-
boundary firefighting.

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,
Washington, DC, December 10, 2024.
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chair, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIR WESTERMAN: H.R. 3396, the
“Fire Department Repayment Act of 2023,
was referred primarily to the Committee on
Natural Resources, with an additional refer-
ral to the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology.

H.R. 3396 contains provisions within the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology’s Rule X jurisdiction. As a result of
your having consulted with the Committee
and to expedite this bill for floor consider-
ation, the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology will forego action on the bill.
This is being done based on our mutual un-
derstanding that doing so will in no way di-
minish or alter the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology
with respect to the appointment of con-
ferees, or to any future jurisdictional claim
over the subject matters contained in the
bill or similar legislation.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding and re-
quest that you include a copy of this letter
and your response in the committee report
or in the Congressional Record during the
floor consideration of this bill. Thank you in
advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
FRANK D. LUCAS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, December 10, 2024.
Hon. FRANK D. LUCAS,
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write regarding H.R.
3396, the ‘‘Fire Department Repayment Act
of 2023, which was ordered reported by the
Committee on Natural Resources on Decem-
ber 6, 2023.

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and appreciate your willingness to
forgo further consideration of the bill. I ac-
knowledge that the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology will not formally
consider H.R. 3396 and agree that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the
bill does not waive any jurisdiction over the
subject matter contained therein.

I am pleased to support your request to
name members of the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology to any conference
committee to consider such provisions. I will
ensure that our exchange of letters is in-
cluded in the Congressional Record during
floor consideration of the bill. I appreciate
your cooperation regarding this legislation.

Sincerely,
BRUCE WESTERMAN,

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, December 10, 2024.
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter confirms
our mutual understanding regarding H.R.
3396, the ‘‘Fire Department Repayment Act
of 2023’. Thank you for collaborating with
the Committee on Agriculture on the mat-
ters within our jurisdiction.

The Committee on Agriculture will forego
any further consideration of this bill. How-
ever, by foregoing consideration at this time,
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we do not waive any jurisdiction over any
subject matter contained in this or similar
legislation. The Committee on Agriculture
also reserves the right to seek appointment
of an appropriate number of conferees should
it become necessary and ask that you sup-
port such a request.

We would appreciate a response to this let-
ter confirming this understanding with re-
spect to H.R. 3396 and request a copy of our
letters on this matter be published in the
Congressional Record during Floor consider-
ation.

Sincerely,
GLENN “‘GT” THOMPSON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, December 10, 2024.
Hon. GLENN ‘“‘GT”’ THOMPSON,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write regarding H.R.
3396, the ‘“Fire Department Repayment Act
of 2023,” which was ordered reported by the
Committee on Natural Resources on Decem-
ber 6, 2023.

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Agriculture and appreciate
your willingness to forgo further consider-
ation of the bill. I acknowledge that the
Committee on Agriculture will not formally
consider H.R. 3396 and agree that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the
bill does not waive any jurisdiction over the
subject matter contained therein.

I am pleased to support your request to
name members of the Committee on Agri-
culture to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions. I will ensure that our
exchange of letters is included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration
of the bill. I appreciate your cooperation re-
garding this legislation.

Sincerely,
BRUCE WESTERMAN,

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, December 16, 2024.
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN WESTERMAN: I write con-
cerning H.R. 3396, the Fire Department Re-
payment Act of 2023 by Representative Hard-
er. As a result of your having consulted with
us on provisions within H.R. 3396 that fall
within the Rule X jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, I agree to forego
any further consideration of this resolution
so that it may proceed expeditiously to the
House floor for consideration.

The Committee on Armed Services takes
this action with our mutual understanding
that by foregoing consideration of H.R. 3396
at this time, we do not waive any jurisdic-
tion over subject matter contained in this or
similar legislation and that our committee
will be appropriately consulted and involved
as this resolution or similar legislation
moves forward so that we may address any
remaining issues in our jurisdiction.

This legislation contains provisions that
may require further modification prior to
final consideration to ensure the support of
the House Committee on Armed Services.

Finally, I ask that a copy of our exchange
of letters on this matter be included by
House Committee on Natural Resources in
the Congressional Record during floor con-
sideration, to memorialize our under-
standing. Thank you for the cooperative
spirit in which you have worked regarding
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this matter and others between our respec-
tive committees.
Sincerely,
MICHAEL D. ROGERS,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, December 16, 2024.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write regarding H.R.
3396, the ‘‘Fire Department Repayment Act
of 2023, which was ordered reported by the
Committee on Natural Resources on Decem-
ber 6, 2023.

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Armed Services and appre-
ciate your willingness to forgo further con-
sideration of the bill. I acknowledge that the
Committee on Armed Services will not for-
mally consider H.R. 3396 and agree that the
inaction of your Committee with respect to
the bill does not waive any jurisdiction over
the subject matter contained therein.

I will ensure that your committee will be
appropriately consulted and involved as this
resolution or similar legislation moves for-
ward so that you may address any remaining
issues in your jurisdiction. I will ensure that
our exchange of letters is included in the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation of the bill. I appreciate your coopera-
tion regarding this legislation.

Sincerely,
BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
Fire Department Repayment Act intro-
duced by my colleague from California,
Representative JOSH HARDER.

The bill would require the Secre-
taries of Agriculture, Interior, Home-
land Security, and Defense to establish
standard operating procedures for fire
suppression cost-share agreements
under the Reciprocal Fire Protection
Act.

With the increasing threat of climate
change and with wildfires becoming
more rampant, it is critical that our
local and State fire organizations are
supported and continue to receive the
resources that they need to fight
wildfires.

That is why this bill would enable
local and State fire departments to
maintain their readiness and effective-
ness by establishing standard operating
procedures to expedite the process for
reviewing and modifying existing fire
suppression cost agreements to align
with cooperative fire protection agree-
ments.

Furthermore, the bill would require
the Secretaries to complete second-
level reviews of a fire suppression cost-
share agreement following contain-
ment of a wildfire in consultation with
State and local fire suppression organi-
zations.

The establishment of standard oper-
ating procedures is a necessary step to-
ward ensuring quicker and more effi-
cient reviews so that local and State
fire departments receive Federal reim-
bursements in a more timely manner.

As fire seasons continue to increase
in frequency and severity, Congress
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needs to do everything we can to sup-
port our local and State fire depart-
ments and their firefighters.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on this legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I am pre-
pared to close. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr. HARD-
ER), who is the author of this impor-
tant bill.

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Mr. HUFFMAN for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
bill, the Fire Department Repayment
Act. This legislation cuts red tape and
fixes the burdensome fire department
repayment system to ensure our local
departments are repaid quickly for
their work to keep our communities
safe.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, the wild-
fire crisis is getting longer and more
intense every year. Sixty thousand
communities in the United States are
at risk for wildland fires in newly pop-
ulated, recently developed areas that
border fire-prone fields and forests.

My home State of California is on the
front lines of this crisis with the most
neighborhoods threatened by wildfires.

When a wildfire breaks out on Fed-
eral lands, our local firefighters are
often the first on the scene, braving
hazardous conditions to put out these
blazes and protect nearby homes, fami-
lies, and communities. Local fire de-
partments deploy personnel, use fire
engines, and spend thousands of dol-
lars’ worth of time and resources to
fight fires on Federal lands.

Yet, the bureaucratic Federal reim-
bursement process is slow and covered
in red tape. It often takes years for
small fire departments to be repaid for
their assistance on these fires.

In my own district, fire departments
have waited years and years for repay-
ment from Federal agencies. That has
drained their budgets and restrained
their resources to combat the fires that
we are fighting just this year.

That is unacceptable. Our govern-
ment must work better for the heroes
who put their lives on the line to keep
our families safe.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass this bill to ensure our local fire
departments are paid back quickly so
they have the tools they need to pro-
tect our communities from the next
fire. I also thank my colleagues, Mr.
CURTIS and Mr. LAMALFA, for their
tireless leadership and support of this
important bill.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, this is a commonsense, bipar-
tisan bill that would benefit our local
fire departments and improve our re-
sponse to wildfires nationwide.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

December 17, 2024

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3396, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MILITARY FAMILIES NATIONAL
PARKS ACCESS ENHANCEMENT
ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 9516) to amend the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to
provide for lifetime National Parks and
Federal Recreational Lands Passes for
family members of members of the
Armed Forces who lost their lives
while serving their country, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 9516

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Military Fami-
lies National Parks Access Enhancement Act’’.
SEC. 2. LIFETIME PASSES.

Section 805(b)(2) of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6804(b)(2)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(D) Any individual who is a survivor entitled
to—

‘(i) a death gratuity under section 1475 of
title 10, United States Code; or

“‘(ii) dependency and indemnity compensation
under chapter 13 of title 38, United States
Code.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 9516,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 9516, the Military Families Na-
tional Parks Access Enhancement Act.
This bill, which is led by Representa-
tive CHAVEZ-DEREMER, expands access
to free, lifetime passes to our national
parks and public lands to Gold Star
next of kin and families of veterans
who pass away due to a service-related
illness or injury.
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Across the Nation, military families
play a critical role in protecting our
freedoms. They are the strongest base
of support for the brave military serv-
icemembers who risk their lives de-
fending America.

When these troops make the ultimate
sacrifice for our country, the emo-
tional impact on their families is dev-
astating. While nothing can replace a
lost loved one, outdoor recreation has a
proven track record of providing at
least some measure of relief in times of
profound tragedy.

In 2021, Congress permanently codi-
fied free lifetime passes to our national
parks and public lands for Gold Star
families in the Alexander Lofgren Vet-
erans in Parks Act, a bill I proudly co-
sponsored and helped champion
through the Natural Resources Com-
mittee.

Unfortunately, the eligibility for
these passes excluded families whose
relatives were Kkilled in incidents such
as hazardous training accidents or due
to a service-related illness.

H.R. 9516, however, will expand ac-
cess to free lifetime America the Beau-
tiful passes to Gold Star next-of-kin
family members and family members
of fallen veterans. This legislation is a
meaningful way to support additional
families whose loved ones were lost in
their selfless service to our Nation.

I commend Representative CHAVEZ-
DEREMER for spearheading this noble
effort. Throughout this Congress, Rep-
resentative CHAVEZ-DEREMER has dem-
onstrated exemplary public service by
working tirelessly with Members on
both sides of the aisle to better serve
her constituents. She introduced this
bill after receiving outreach from a
constituent family whose loved one
passed away on Active Duty but was
not eligible for these passes. Her advo-
cacy on behalf of her constituents and
our military families is commendable.

Mr. Speaker, I reiterate my strong
support for this bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill. The
America the Beautiful National Parks
and Federal Recreational Lands Pass
covers entrance fees and day-use fees
at national parks, national wildlife ref-
uges, national forests, and other Fed-
eral recreational lands.

Of these, the military lifetime pass,
or Gold Star pass, is a free lifetime
pass available to our veterans and cer-
tain Gold Star families who have lost a
family member during military serv-
ice, the ultimate sacrifice, as the
chairman mentioned. However, the
Gold Star pass currently includes cer-
tain limitations regarding who quali-
fies.

This bill would expand eligibility for
the lifetime Gold Star pass to include
next-of-kin family members of fallen
servicemembers who are not currently
eligible. Specifically, this legislation
would expand access to families of
servicemembers who died in Inactive-
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or Active-Duty training or in travel to
or from training or duty stations.

Mr. Speaker, this bill would ensure
that all those who have lost a family
member in connection to their mili-
tary service have access to our na-
tional parks and lands.

Those who have sacrificed so much
for our Nation deserve this access to
appreciate the wonders of our parks,
historic sites, and natural beauty
across the country. It is imperative
that we ensure this benefit is not lim-
ited based on how a servicemember
died during their service.

Mr. Speaker, I support the passage of
this bill, and I urge my colleagues to
do the same. I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, once again, I thank Represent-
ative CHAVEZ-DEREMER for her efforts
to introduce this meaningful legisla-
tion. This bill would help reduce the fi-
nancial burden on our military fami-
lies who want to visit our national
parks and expand their access to the
healing powers of outdoor recreation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
this legislation, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9516, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
O 1900

RECOGNIZING HAL B. GOODE ON
HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my good friend, Mr.
Hal B. Goode of Washington County, on
his well-deserved retirement as the ex-
ecutive director of the Central Ken-
tucky Community Action Council.

Hal will be retiring after an extraor-
dinary 6% years of incredible leader-
ship, where he has expanded vital com-
munity service outreach across mul-
tiple Kentucky counties, including
many in the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Kentucky.

Under his direction, Hal has spear-
headed numerous achievements, in-
cluding opening two new Head Start fa-
cilities in my district, in Springfield
and Lebanon.

The success of the Central Kentucky
Community Action Council is a testa-
ment to Hal’s belief that their service
to those in need is a hand up, not a
handout.

His ability to develop relationships
with local communities has laid a
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strong foundation for the CKCAC’s fu-
ture progress.

I thank Hal for his dedication to cen-
tral Kentucky and wish him nothing
but the best in a well-deserved retire-
ment.

CONGRATULATING SAVANNAH
BUSINESS LEADER DAVID
PADDISON

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Savannah
business leader David Paddison, recipi-
ent of the 2025 Leadership Award from
the Southeast Georgia Leadership
Forum.

Mr. Paddison serves as the president
of Sterling Seacrest Pritchard, a pri-
vate insurance brokerage and employee
benefits consulting firm in the south-
eastern United States.

Not only has David achieved business
success during his more than 30-year
career, but he has also advocated for
community involvement and support of
nonprofit organizations.

As a Savannah native, Mr. Paddison
has been a leader on many boards with-
in his community. He has served as the
chair of the Savannah Economic Devel-
opment Authority, Union Mission, the
Armstrong State Foundation, and he
currently holds numerous other board
positions.

Along with his wife, Jeanne, Mr.
Paddison founded the Savannah Wild-
life Rescue Center to provide rescue
and rehabilitation resources to the re-
gion’s animals.

I sincerely congratulate Mr.
Paddison for receiving this honorable
award and for his outstanding con-
tributions to the Savannah commu-
nity. I congratulate my friend.

———
CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF

SUWANEE, GEORGIA

(Mr. CLYDE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 756th anniversary
of the city of Suwanee in Gwinnett
County, Georgia.

Folks have called Suwanee home for
over 200 years, with Suwanee Old Town
dating back as far as 1817. Yet, it
wasn’t until 1949 that Suwanee was of-
ficially chartered. At that time, the
city was roughly 3.1 square miles, con-
sisting of just a few hundred residents.

In the 75 years since, Suwanee has
flourished, more than tripling in size,
and expanding its population to over
22,000 Georgians. The once small agri-
cultural town now boasts a charming
downtown community, many pros-
perous businesses, and beautiful parks,
offering an exceptional place for fami-
lies to live and work.
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In fact, in Fortune’s ‘50 Best Places
to Live for Families 2024’ in the United
States, the city of Suwanee ranked
27th in the entire Nation. That is in-
credible. I congratulate Mayor Jimmy
Burnette and the city of Suwanee on
this exciting milestone.

I am honored to represent the great
folks of Suwanee in Congress, and I
look forward to seeing the city thrive
for many years to come.

——————

UNDO THE DISINCENTIVES
TOWARD FORMING FAMILIES

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I had
an interesting conversation today with
someone who deals with people in the
lower economic classes.

It was an interesting conversation
because it was along the same theme
that I often speak about behind this
podium. That is the frustration she
finds in the poor communities where
the clergy again and again encourage
young people to get married. The
young people inform the clergy that
they can’t do it because the United
States Government has established a
bunch of programs that make it finan-
cially advantageous to not get married.

Indeed, it is not unusual to have
$20,000 or $25,000 or $30,000-a-year pen-
alties for couples who get married, as
opposed to situations in which a man is
not in the household.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage
my colleagues in this Chamber to, over
the next few months, undo the horrid
disincentives toward forming families
that were put in by Lyndon Johnson
and the Great Society.

————

CELEBRATING THE SERVICE OF
THE HONORABLE MICHAEL C.
BURGESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. WEBER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
we are here tonight to celebrate the re-
markable life and legacy of one of our
good friends, a great Texan, a great
mentor, a great Member of Congress,
our friend and our colleague, Dr. MI-
CHAEL BURGESS.

Sadly, Dr. BURGESS is stepping away
from these hallowed Halls to hang up
his boots back home. I am not quite
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sure we are going to let him do that.
We are going to give him grief over
that, but he is leaving these hallowed
Halls of Congress to hang up those
great boots back home in the great
State of Texas—check this out—after
22 dedicated years of service, not just
to this institution, but to the people of
America and the people of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS
has exemplified the very best of what it
is not only to be a Texan, but to be a
physician, a husband, a father, and a
Congressman. He is the real deal, Mr.
Speaker, with unshakeable resolve and
a servant’s heart.

I have watched him up close and per-
sonal these last 12 years. With absolute
unshakeable resolve and a servant’s
heart, MICHAEL BURGESS has tackled
some of the most challenging issues
facing our Nation. He has always had
the needs of Texans and Americans at
the forefront, both of those, Texans
and Americans.

As one of the very few physicians in
Congress, Dr. BURGESS’ expertise has
been an absolute guiding light on
healthcare policy, and his unwavering
advocacy for the unborn has been a tes-
tament to his absolutely deep moral
convictions.

Dr. BURGESS, let me say: Thank you.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Mr. Speaker, I could tell you things
about him from being with him in a
Texas lunch and knowing him person-
ally and watching him up close and
personal as he sits on what we call
“The Texas Row’ back here. I don’t
have enough time to tell you about the
stories and the discussions we have had
and what it revealed about the man,
Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS.

I could be here for a long time. I
don’t know how much time you have,
Mr. Speaker, but I can be here for a
long time.

In Texas, we believe in rolling up our
sleeves, getting the job done, and never
backing down from a fight. Let me tell
you all: That epitomizes one Dr. MI-
CHAEL BURGESS, who has done that
right here in what I call these hallowed
Halls of Congress.

His dedication to conservative prin-
ciples and his commitment to values
that make not only Texas strong, but
this country strong, has left an indel-
ible mark on this institution.

MICHAEL, we are sad that you are
leaving. I am still not sure we are
going to let that happen, but bless you,
brother.

As you return to the Lone Star
State, we know that you will continue
to embody the spirit of Texas, where
faith and family and freedom remain at
the center of everything we do.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS
epitomizes that. He really epitomizes
that.

So, Dr. BURGESS, as you step into the
well-deserved next chapter, we must
also recognize the support of your
beautiful wife, Laura, who has been
your steadfast partner throughout
these 22 years of service.
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You know what they say, behind
every great leader is a strong family,
but it is one that he built. It is one
that he built, and his bride, Laura, has
shared in those sacrifices that come
with public service, standing by him
with grace and strength.

Before I begin to conclude, I do want
to yield to my friend also from Texas,
Dr. BRIAN BABIN, for his comments as
we absolutely salute Dr. MICHAEL BUR-
GESS and applaud him and just abso-
lutely love the work that he has done.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BABIN).

Mr. BABIN. Thank you, my friend,
RANDY. I appreciate you having this
Special Order for such a very, very
close friend.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to recog-
nize really a close friend, a fellow
Texan, Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS, for his
distinguished career of 22 years, serv-
ing here in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

I thank you, MIKE, for being a won-
derful mentor over the years, and for
showing me and so many others of our
colleagues just how to serve the Amer-
ican people with integrity and with
honor and the shining example that
you have been to all of us here.

No matter the topic, your position on
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
as the chairman of the Rules Com-
mittee, or at one of our Doctors Caucus
meetings over the years, you have al-
ways been an invaluable resource to me
and countless others. We will miss your
knowledge, your expertise, your bril-
liant intellect, your wise counsel, and
how well you represented our great
Lone Star State.

Your legacy will carry on for many,
many generations to come, and I thank
you for being a dedicated public serv-
ant, a proud Texan, and a great Amer-
ican, without any question.

I also want to extend our deepest
sympathies and our prayers at the re-
cent tragic and untimely loss of your
daughter, Christine.

We want to wish you, Laura, and
your entire family all the best. God-
speed, my friend. May God bless you
all. We will see you soon, and I want to
keep in contact with you for the rest of
our days.

God bless you. Thank you.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. I thank Chair-
man BABIN for his great remarks, his
heartfelt words, because he shares the
sentiment of all of us, Dr. MICHAEL
BURGESS.

I yield to the gentleman from OKla-
homa (Mr. LUucAs) for his remarks.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman WEBER for the oppor-
tunity to participate in this important
discussion this evening.

I can’t think of a person who I have
interacted with for the last 22 years
that I have enjoyed any more than Dr.
BURGESS.

Sitting in that general area back
there, occasionally he would veer away
from ‘“‘The Texas Row’ and interact
with the Okies, where we analyzed the
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leadership, analyzed the committees,
and analyzed the work product.

His insights were just as amazing as
his personality. Let’s be honest. If you
have toiled through the Budget Com-
mittee, as Dr. BURGESS did, as a good
Member; if you worked diligently for
decades almost on the Energy and
Commerce Committee; and then had
enough patience and grit and willpower
to be a Rules Committee member for a
number of years and chairman of the
Rules Committee, that says something
about your commitment to this body,
this country, this Constitution, and,
yes, Doc—I will admit it as an Okie—
your commitment to the Republic of
Texas.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. I thank the
gentleman, an admirer of the Republic
of Texas.

I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ROY).

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend from Texas for yielding.

I am here tonight, as we all are, to
celebrate the career, the legacy, and
the friendship of Chairman Dr. MI-
CHAEL BURGESS. We are going to miss
you.

It has been an honor to serve along-
side you in two committees, the Rules
Committee and the Budget Committee,
and an honor to work with you on
healthcare policies and any number of
things.

I have learned from you. I have prob-
ably made your life a little more inter-
esting than you would prefer on the
Rules Committee, but it has been an
honor to serve alongside you. I truly
mean that.

There are a lot of words that are
thrown around about people who have
an impact on us when we are here, but
I will always remember your grace in
front of a number of circumstances,
but particularly in the last couple of
weeks.

I will just say, as you said this last
week: ‘““And the peace of God which
passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus,” Philippians 4:7.

Your faith stands as a testament to
all of us.

Godspeed.

O 1915

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Kentucky,
Mr. BRETT GUTHRIE.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend for yielding. I appre-
ciate that.

Mr. Speaker, I am here to honor one
of my dear friends. When I first got on
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
the battle that was going on in that
committee was over healthcare policy,
and Dr. BURGESS knew it frontward and
backward.

As a matter of fact, I always liked
looking at his copy of the Affordable
Care Act. I think it was tabbed, and he
even diagrammed sentences, I believe,
in that to make sure he understood it
and could explain it and tried to figure
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out how to fix it. He was always going
that direction.

I was on the committee when he was
chair of the subcommittee, and I be-
came his vice chair. That is when he
became more than a friend; he became
a mentor. He was somebody that I just
admired the way that he studied, he
learned. He was an expert on whatever
subcommittee you were on, particu-
larly healthcare.

He mentored me. He set a standard
that I tried to live by when I had the
chance to become the subcommittee
chair, now chairing the Energy and
Commerce Committee. It is a privilege.

Congress truly is a snapshot of Amer-
ica. We come from all walks of life. We
bring different perspectives. Chairman
BURGESS being an OB/GYN, I will never
forget the series of hearings we had on
maternal health. If you controlled the
studies for all the things you think was
causing a problem in maternal health,
we still were having issues with mater-
nal health and the life expectancy of
the mother.

We had detailed hearings because he
brought his experiences, his care, and
said this is a problem that should not
exist in this country. One of the hear-
ings I remember most is when we had
Parkland Hospital from Dallas and
other hospitals from New York talk
about how we take care of the mothers
of our children after they give birth
and policies came out of that.

I think it is a legacy you will have
about tying your career and your polit-
ical drive, but, most important of all,
you love Texas and you love this coun-
try, and that is infectious.

I appreciate your chairmanship in
the Rules Committee and your
mentorship of me.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. AUSTIN ScoTT) for his comments.

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to just honor
Chairman BURGESS. I thank you, Chair-
man BURGESS, for being just a good,
solid, steady voice on a lot of complex
issues. I thank your family. I will tell
you, unless you have been here, nobody
knows the toll it takes on your family.
I was glad to see them here the other
day when they unveiled your portrait
that will hang in this Capitol for years
to come.

I thank the people of Texas for send-
ing you here. This place, this country,
it is better because you have spent so
much time up here in these hallways of
Congress. You are just one of those
people who always did right and was al-
ways working to find a way to get that
good piece of legislation across the fin-
ish line, and we need more people like
you up here. I am sorry to see you go,
but just a good, solid American with
good common sense standing up for the
Constitution and our American way of
life. Godspeed. I look forward to con-
tinuing our relationship for many
years to come.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from North
Carolina (Ms. FOXX).
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, thank you
so much my colleague from Texas and
all the people who have come here to
praise Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS. I join
them in recognizing him on his pending
retirement.

For over two decades, he has more
than ably represented the people of the
26th District of Texas, as well as all
Americans.

Alongside his outstanding service on
the Energy and Commerce Committee
and the Budget Committee, MICHAEL
BURGESS was selected this year as the
chairman of the Rules Committee
where he and I served together in years
past.

Having engaged with him many
times this year in the hot seat opposite
the dais where he sat, I can attest that
he has done a fine job of leading the
Rules Committee.

Dr. BURGESS is a person of strong in-
tellect and wisdom, along with
collegiality and good humor.

Dr. BURGESS, you will be sorely
missed for all your wonderful traits. I
also want you to know that you and
your family are in my prayers. I know
you are in the prayers of our entire
Conference, as well as many others.

Mr. Speaker, I associate myself with
the other kind comments and positive
comments and true comments that
have been made about you tonight. My
hope is that God will continue to bless
you and keep you and your family in
the palm of His hands. We really will
miss you, MIKE. Thank you for your
great service.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
now recognize our friend from Cali-
fornia, Ms. BARBARA LEE.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, let me just say that I asso-
ciate myself with the remarks that
have been made tonight about my
friend, the Honorable Dr. MICHAEL BUR-
GESS.

A couple of things that I thought,
since I am retiring also and we are here
on the floor tonight, to take a moment
to tell Dr. BURGESS how much I appre-
ciate his leadership and his friendship.

It is not often you hear about stories
of Republicans and Democrats working
together, so I decided to tell a few sto-
ries about Dr. BURGESS.

First of all, we believe that the tax-
payer dollars need to be protected and
to be used for what we intend taxpayer
dollars to be used for. We talked and
realized that the only agency that had
never been audited was the Pentagon.

Dr. BURGESS and I worked for years
to finally get the requirement into a
bill that the Pentagon be audited be-
cause we know that there are billions
of dollars in waste, fraud, and abuse,
but we did not know how much and we
were shocked that this was the only
agency that hadn’t been audited.

This never would have happened had
it not been for Dr. BURGESS and myself
working together. We finally put a re-
quirement into the bill that the Pen-
tagon conduct an audit finally, but
guess what? We talked the other day



H7294

about this, the Pentagon has flunked
its seventh audit now.

I am originally from Texas. I rep-
resent the beautiful 12th Congressional
District of California. Just know that I
am going to continue to work, and I
know Dr. BURGESS will work to make
sure that we finally get a clean audit
from the Pentagon. Taxpayers deserve
to know where their tax dollars are
going and that they are not being
scammed by the Pentagon.

Secondly, I thank you for your work
on diabetes. As a member of the Diabe-
tes Caucus—I think for a while you
were co-chair of the Diabetes Caucus
with Congresswoman DIANA DEGETTE,
and you have done remarkable work
when you look at diabetes and the dis-
proportionate impact on people of
color, on African Americans especially.

We looked at ways to prevent ampu-
tations and ways to really make sure
that the healthcare is there for those
who are suffering diabetes to prevent
the terrible consequences of that dis-
ease. I just want to take a moment to
thank you, Dr. BURGESS, for your work
on that.

I know that I will be seeing you in
this next chapter of your life and of my
life, and I wish you well. May God bless
you. You are also in my thoughts and
prayers as you go through this very
difficult period.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
now yield to the gentlewoman from
Minnesota (Mrs. FISCHBACH).

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to thank Dr. BURGESS for his
friendship and for kindness. I wish him
a very happy and restful and well-de-
served retirement. It has been an honor
to serve with Dr. BURGESS, particularly
on Rules. I joined Rules as a freshman,
and he has been a steady, guiding hand
and an excellent example of a states-
man.

As chairman, he has been a kind and
thoughtful leader, and I will certainly
miss you in that role, Dr. BURGESS.

I am also grateful for the time that
we spent on a trip to Canada, and I en-
joyed being part of the visit to your
grandfather’s home in Montreal. I will
sincerely miss seeing you at work, and
I am happy about your next chapter
and your retirement. I thank you for
your service. I thank you for your serv-
ice to the country, to Congress, and to
your constituents, but, most of all, I
thank you for your friendship, Dr. BUR-
GESS.

Congratulations and God bless you
and your family.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I now recognize the gentleman from
Waco, Texas, Mr. PETE SESSIONS.

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman, Brother WEBER,
for you bringing tonight this conversa-
tion that Members of Congress on a bi-
partisan basis can have about the gen-
tleman from Texas, MICHAEL BURGESS.

I am one of a few Members that re-
member well when he was running for
Congress in a contested primary. I lis-
tened to Dr. BURGESS on the radio be-
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fore I had met MIKE, and he was very
clear and professional and straight-
forward about his idea of not only the
rules that Congress should exist under,
but also the American people. They
should be able to count on Members of
Congress who would come and do what
they said they would do and work hard
and do their best every day.

MICHAEL BURGESS became not just a
standard operating procedure in the
Energy and Commerce Committee for
understanding healthcare and com-
merce and certainly the things that
happen in this country, he became a
stalwart for understanding the debate
of leading America to understand what
good healthcare would mean; how rules
and regulations should be in their best
interest; and how a market-based prod-
uct, not just in healthcare, but what
consumers would expect would be a
part of that.

Knowing MIKE, in 2013, I asked MIKE
to come and join the Rules Committee.
We had changed up a little bit at that
time. I became chairman of the Rules
Committee and knew that we needed
experts from across the Congress. We
changed from making the Rules Com-
mittee an exclusive committee to one
where we would ask Members to double
down, in addition to their normal com-
mittee where they had extreme exper-
tise, but also come and do double duty
at the Rules Committee where we met
many times late at night and certainly
for hours at a time.

After just 2 weeks of being on the
committee, then-Speaker John Boeh-
ner, who had called me earlier and told
me he didn’t really know MIKE very
well, came back and said: He is a real
asset to our Conference and to the
Rules Committee. I congratulated
MIKE behind Speaker Boehner’s back
only to find out later that John did ap-
proach MIKE and say: We are very
proud of the job that you are doing.

MIKE, tonight, we stand in awe of
you. I often spoke about you being one
of the most distinguished Members of
Congress, not only in your presen-
tation, but also in your hard work back
home.

Tonight, we say thank you. Tonight,
we say job well done. Perhaps more
than that, service to a grateful nation
that not only listened to your words,
but listened to your advice about mak-
ing life better for people, because, in
fact, you, like VIRGINIA FOXX and other
members of the committee at the time,
believed that there was no problem in
America that we could not tackle, help
resolve, and make better for the Amer-
ican people. Every bit of that you did
through your devotion and dedication
to the American people and your idea
of what service meant.

Congratulations to Dr. MICHAEL BUR-
GESS. Thanks to his family, his beau-
tiful young wife, Laura, for the service
that he has given to the people of
America.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) to come up and share
with us.

December 17, 2024

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I am thinking about the fact
that I have probably known MICHAEL
BURGESS longer than anybody here be-
cause we both ran for office the same
year.

He ran against one of the sons of the
leadership, and I ran against the chair-
man of Energy and Commerce’s son, so
we had very similar races. We got the
heck kicked out of us, but we won. We
immediately had a connection and that
connection has kept us close friends
ever since.

O 1930

When people came to me with a ques-
tion about healthcare, I would say: I
am an old trial judge. You want to talk
about justice, about the law, I can
probably give you a hand. If you are
going to talk about healthcare, I am
going to yield to MIKE BURGESS. Go
talk to MIKE BURGESS, and he can talk
to me and tell me whether whatever it
is you are doing is the right thing to do
or the wrong thing to do. MIKE has
never failed to give me the best advice.

He is a close friend, and he is very
dear to me. We both made a pact that
we would leave at the same time, and I
tell you, I failed on this deal. He de-
cided to leave, and I wasn’t ready to
leave.

Hold on, BURGESS, I am coming one
of these days.

I wish he would stick around a little
longer. He is such a friend and such a
solid, solid human being.

We are blessed to have people like
MIKE BURGESS in here. We can call him
Doc. We can call him whatever we want
to call him. He is always quietly ready
to lend a hand on literally anything
you want to do, as we heard about the
conversation about looking at the Pen-
tagon. I didn’t know that. That was
news to me, but a good idea, a dang
good idea.

BURGESS, you and I know that we are
friends. I am going to miss you, pal. I
will miss you a lot. I may call you
every once in a while just to make sure
you are doing okay.

Please give my warmest sympathy to
your wife during these trying times.
You also have that sympathy.

You know that I consider you one of
my very closest friends, and I am sorry
to see you leave, but we will keep in
touch, I promise. God bless you, buddy.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Will the judge
yield for a question?

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Yes, sir.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. I am like you
with whatever pact you all made. We
didn’t want him to leave, but do you
think his beautiful bride, Laura, had
something to say about that?

Mr. CARTER of Texas. I think some-
thing like that, but I wouldn’t guess.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from Geor-
gia, BUDDY CARTER.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding, and I thank him for hosting
us here tonight.
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I rise today in honor of my good
friend and colleague and one of my
mentors, Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS, for his
impactful time in Congress. Dr. BUR-
GESS has dedicated his congressional
career to bettering not only the lives of
his constituents in Texas but also the
lives of all Americans.

I have had the distinct privilege of
serving with MIKE BURGESS on both the
Energy and Commerce Committee and
the Budget Committee and together in
the GOP Doctors Caucus.

In all of these roles, Dr. BURGESS has
worked diligently to put America’s pa-
tients first. He has worked on legisla-
tion to improve access to care for pa-
tients and improve the lives of those
suffering from sickle cell anemia. Dr.
BURGESS has also worked hard to in-
crease maternal health outcomes and
the enhanced quality of care for moth-
ers.

I can confidently say that Dr. BUR-
GESS has spent every second of every
hour here in Washington, D.C., working
toward the betterment of life for all of
us. He has been a model Member of
Congress, and we will certainly miss
him.

I am excited for him to get to experi-
ence the relaxation of life after Con-
gress. After the many years of service
to our country, there are few more de-
serving of a great retirement.

Thank you, my friend. I really do ap-
preciate all of your guidance, all of
your work, all of your mentorship.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from
Texas, JAKE ELLZEY.

Mr. ELLZEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today with a full heart to honor my
good friend, Chairman MICHAEL BUR-
GESS.

For over two decades, he has been a
true leader for Texas’ 26th District and
a steadfast voice for our State here in
Washington. More than that, he has
been a friend, mentor, and someone
you can count on no matter what.

As a doctor, MICHAEL brought a spe-
cial kind of care to his work here in
Congress. His deep knowledge of
healthcare shaped policies that have
improved lives across this country.

Let me tell you, if you ever had a
conversation with MICHAEL about in-
frastructure or energy policy, he dives
in with the same kind of determination
and expertise, and that is the man he
is. He is focused, committed, and al-
ways looking out for the folks back
home.

As a relatively new Member of Con-
gress and of the Texas delegation, let
me go off script here and just say that
he is a giant. He has guided the Rules
Committee for the last year in a way
that I doubt very few people could. In
turbulent waters, he has smoothed
them with his composure, humor,
knowledge, patience, and kindness. It
is missing far too often in this place.

If you are looking on TV for MICHAEL
BURGESS, you won’t find him. You will
find him in a committee room, the
study room, or in the Texas delegation
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lunch, instructing us on what is good
and what is bad. He never went off in
sound bites. He knows what he is talk-
ing about.

I had a great, beautiful speech writ-
ten for you, but let me summarize by
saying that the first thing that came
to mind when I knew we were talking
about you today was a song from 1988.
Not everybody has heard this song, but
a band called Cinderella sang: ‘‘Don’t
know what you got ‘til it’s gone.”

When you are gone, we will always be
missing you, and our delegation will
have empty shoes that cannot be filled.
Thank you for everything that you
have done for us and this country. God
bless you, sir.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield to another gentleman from
Texas, KEITH SELF.

Mr. SELF. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Texas. It is a real
honor to be here tonight. I thank you
for hosting this important Special
Order hour.

MICHAEL BURGESS and I have quite a
history. We were primary opponents 22
years ago, and I finished third by 91
votes. MIKE went on to win the runoff
election and provide exemplary service
to our Nation and the constituents in
Congressional District 26. Shortly after
that, I was recalled to Active Duty for
Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. It was obvious
that God had his hand in both of our di-
rections.

My sister-in-law also worked for Mi-
CHAEL BURGESS for 18 years in your dis-
trict office. You provided her the same
leadership that you did your colleagues
here in Congress.

I am grateful for your friendship and
for your tremendous service to our Na-
tion.

I am also proud of your track record
of defending the Constitution and your
bold leadership in the pro-life move-
ment. I will tell you, abortion is a talk-
ing point for many Members of Con-
gress, but not MICHAEL BURGESS. You
delivered about 3,000 babies in your ca-
reer as a physician. Let me tell you,
most of them, along with their parents
and siblings, voted for you, which I re-
alized in 2002.

Taking care of those mothers and
their babies over the course of your 30-
year medical career gave you a unique
perspective on the value of life that
you brought with you to Congress. You
provided a bright beacon of light to the
right-to-life struggle against those who
advocate for abortion.

You always showed up. You Kknew
your stuff. You were prepared. I will
tell you, we will strive to carry on the
mantle of pro-life, pro-liberty, and
freedom for the next generation of con-
gressional Members.

They have not only been your values,
but they are our Texas values, and they
are proving recently to be America’s
values.

Dr. BURGESS, I join my colleagues in
letting you and Laura know that our
hearts are heavy with yours. I will
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quote C.S. Lewis: ‘“Her absence is like
the sky, spread over everything.” We
are truly sorry for your loss. May God
bless you and Laura.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia, Chairman MORGAN GRIFFITH.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. WEBER for yielding to me to
say a few words about my friend, Dr.
MICHAEL BURGESS.

First, I rise to congratulate you. You
are finally graduating from Congress.
You have done a great job during your
two decades here, and your record
highlights a staunch advocacy for
healthcare legislation that addresses a
variety of issues. Such issues include
reducing healthcare costs, improving
choices, and ensuring there are enough
doctors in the country to tend to the
healthcare needs of America’s patients
and veterans.

Through the Energy and Commerce
Committee, your keen intellect and in-
stitutional knowledge have served as
invaluable resources to me and to all. I
am proud to have worked with you on
healthcare-related legislation.

I have to tell you, when I first got to
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
we were all talking about ObamaCare.
I looked back, and there was this guy I
didn’t know from Texas. He had the
code sitting there, and it was about yea
thick. Every now and then, a debate
would start up, and somebody would
say something, often from the other
side of the aisle. They would say that
we didn’t do this or we did do this in
the Affordable Care Act, ObamaCare.

Dr. BURGESS would be on point to re-
spond because, notwithstanding the
fact that he had the book there, he
could immediately tell you whether or
not what was being alleged was or was
not in the act. On at least two or three
occasions, I can recall him citing the
page and then reading from it. We are
talking about on the fly. We are not
talking about 10 minutes to prepare or
20 minutes to prepare. We are talking
about somebody finishes commenting,
people yield time to Dr. BURGESS, and
he tells them what for—mot in a bad
way, not in a mean way, just: Well,
that is not accurate. If you look at
page 1206, you will see, yada yada yada.

There is no one else in the United
States Congress who has that kind of
knowledge of our healthcare system. I
wish I could say I did. I do not. I don’t
know anybody who knows the Amer-
ican healthcare system the way that
Dr. BURGESS does. It is absolutely
amazing the way his mind works. Of
course, it takes hard work. Even when
you have a good mind, it takes a lot of
hard work, as well.

Further, I have to confess that not
having as much to do when I first got
here, I used to go hang out from time
to time at the Rules Committee. Dr.
BURGESS was always there and was al-
ways asking key questions and impor-
tant questions. Then, when I occasion-
ally appeared in front of the Rules
Committee, not just being a geek, he
always asked the best questions.
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Dr. BURGESS, I greatly appreciate all
of that. As you are leaving Congress, I
don’t think you can be replaced. There
might be 2 or 3 or 10 individuals who
can combine to replace your knowl-
edge, but there is no one individual
who can do that.

Now, I have to also confess to you to-
night that it is not only that we share
spots on Energy and Commerce, but we
also share an affinity for country
music. Earlier this year, at Dr. BUR-
GESS’ personal invitation—I don’t want
anybody else to get mad at him—he in-
vited me to join him and country
music legend Randy Travis to discuss
some issues related to the rights of per-
formers in receiving benefits.

We have heard about issues from our
colleagues on the other side where he
was helpful. We heard about the stuff
that he has done that has been great.
He also has been working right up to
the end to try to make sure that, on a
myriad of different issues, the Amer-
ican policy is the correct policy.

I can’t say enough about what a
great asset Dr. BURGESS has been to
the United States Congress, to the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, to the
Rules Committee. I am so thankful for
his service and leadership.

Dr. BURGESS, I wish you peace, and 1
hope that your time in Texas or wher-
ever you may end up is a good one. I
also hope that you will not be a strang-
er in the Halls of the United States
Congress because, I have to confess
again, oftentimes I would receive a
phone call: Hey, MORGAN, have you
thought about doing this?

I hope to continue to get those calls,
Dr. BURGESS. It is always helpful.
Thank you very much. God bless you,
and God bless your family.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield to DANNY DAVIS from Illinois
for his comments.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.
I rise to pay tribute to my longtime
friend, associate, and office mate. His
office is around the corner from mine.
We meet each other in the hall almost
every day.

I really want to thank him for the
tremendous service that he has pro-
vided to the people of this country and
especially the outstanding work that
he has done in healthcare.

I also mention the fact that he is as
much of a politician as he is a political
person, but a doctor first and foremost.
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I thank Michael for co-chairing the
Congressional Sickle Cell Disease Cau-
cus and working with Representative
LEE and myself, all the many years
that we have been a part of that.

I understand that our sickle cell bill
is going to be in the CR whenever we
get to it, and I also understand that
one of the reasons that it is there is Dr.
MICHAEL BURGESS.

As he goes, wherever he goes, how-
ever he goes in whatever he does, I will
just leave him with this old Irish bless-
ing, and that is:
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May the road rise up to meet you.

May the Sun always be warm on your
back.

May the wind push you forward; and
until we meet again, may the good
Lord hold you in the palm of his hand.

I wish Dr. BURGESS the best of wishes
and good luck. I hope you enjoy your
life. We will miss you.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Dr. BURGESS).

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, this
has all been so moving and so lovely,
but if anyone tuned in late tonight in
C-SPAN, they probably thought I
passed because it really did sound like
a eulogy.

I am still here, and I will continue to
text and call and inform everyone, ana-
lyze, as I think Mr. LucAs put it. I am
good at analysis. I will still give the
benefit of my insight. I thank Mr.
WEBER for doing this. I didn’t expect it.

I have got some of my great staff up
there in the Gallery who have been
watching and hanging on every word.
This has been very, very Kind. I really
don’t know what else to say, but I
wanted to assure people that I was still
here. It has been so moving. People
might have thought I had left the
building, but Elvis is still in the build-
ing.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, Dr. BURGESS has been quite a men-
tor, quite a friend, and quite an exam-
ple. As he and Laura proceed on their
next step in their history and their
work for Texas, I want them to know
from us, our deepest gratitude and
thankfulness.

It has been an absolute pleasure to
serve alongside him and get to know
him and to watch him. He probably
doesn’t know this, but I have a little
bit of a sense of humor, and he does
too, and we really appreciate that.

Brenda and I will be praying for him
and Laura, for his family, for God’s
blessings over this new chapter in his
life. We hope it is filled with joy, peace,
patience, goodness, kindness,
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-con-
trol, as Galatians 5 lays out in the fruit
of the Spirit.

We love what he has done to serve
this Nation faithfully, and he is leaving
a legacy that will not soon be forgot-
ten.

God bless Dr. BURGESS, and may God
continue to bless Texas and the United
States because of him. We are grateful
for him.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I am honored to stand
here today to express my gratitude to
Chairman BURGESS for his years of
dedicated service to our country.

Dr. BURGESS has maintained an un-
wavering commitment to public serv-
ice, and his steadfast leadership has
been a guiding light for many.

As both a skilled legislator and a re-
spected physician, he has worked tire-
lessly to improve healthcare access and
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affordability. Blending his expertise
with compassion, he has shaped poli-
cies that make a real difference in peo-

ple’s lives.
During the debate on the Affordable
Care Act, Congressman BURGESS

brought critical insights from his time
before Congress.

Given both of our backgrounds in
health care prior to coming to Con-
gress, I can tell you firsthand that his
efforts to prioritize patient-centered
care and strengthen our medical sys-
tems will leave a lasting legacy for fu-
ture generations.

Chairman BURGESS has set a high
standard for public service—one rooted
in integrity, hard work, and a deep be-
lief in the values that make our Nation
strong.

Madam Speaker, I would like to
thank and congratulate Chairman BUR-
GESS for his 22-year career of dedicated
public service.

————
FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 9, 2023, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. LEE of California. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. LEE of California. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise this evening
to deliver my final floor speech as a
Member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

For 26 years now, it has been the
privilege of my lifetime to serve my in-
credible constituents of California’s
12th Congressional District.

I was sworn in on April 21, 1998. The
late, great Ronald V. Dellums retired
early. I was his former intern, his
former staffer, and he was my former
colleague, my mentor, and good friend.

Ron was actually the first African-
American chair of the House Armed
Services Committee, and I remember
that day so well. He sat right here and
encouraged me to give that first speech
and to actually turn around and to sign
a petition then calling for campaign fi-
nance reform. I was the 218 vote to sign
the discharge petition on my swearing
in day, which I was very proud of.

Let me just first and foremost start
by thanking my staff and all of the
members of Team Lee that have
worked tirelessly to serve our district
24/7 and to help us achieve so much.
These are truly dedicated public serv-
ants, and their commitment has un-
doubtedly left an indelible mark, not
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only on myself, but on our district and
our country. As I say constantly, once
a member of Team Lee, always a mem-
ber of Team Lee.

Also, let me take a minute to thank
my family who has stood beside me
through all of the triumphs and chal-
lenges of the last 26 years. I could not
have done it without them. In 1998, my
late mother, Mildred Parish Massey,
my late father, Garvin A. Tutt, my
stepmother, Reiko Tutt, my Auntie
Juanita who passed away at 100, and
my Auntie Lois who just passed away
at 103, they all were with me. They are
not here today, but they have been my
guardian angels over the years to guide
me and to keep me moving forward.

Also my sisters, Beverly and Mildred
were with me, their husbands, Martin
and Calvin, and my two sons, Craig and
Tony—well, Carl a.k.a. Tony, Carl An-
thony Lee. They both were with me.
Now, they have their families, and I
have five beautiful grandchildren.

Actually, I just have to say, on that
day that I was sworn in, I was talking
to my dear friend and colleague Con-
gresswoman SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE
who was the cofounder of the Congres-
sional Slow Fashion Caucus, and I
want to thank her so much because I
am wearing the same thing that I wore
on April 21, 1998, when I was sworn in.

This caucus is a caucus that is very
important because it is creating cli-
mate-smart policies to reduce repair
and wear and to recycle textiles. The
only thing I have done with this outfit
is to just shorten it a bit, but it is the
exact same outfit I wore on April 21,
1998. I thank Sydney for her leadership.
I am the OG of that caucus.

As I look back on my time, though, I
feel a sense of gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to not only serve my commu-
nity, but to advance justice, equity,
and peace throughout our country and
the entire world.

I am a woman of faith. I attended St.
Joseph’s Catholic School in El Paso,
Texas. I was taught by the Sisters of
Loretto whose motto is ‘““Going where
the need is the greatest” and whose
work—and they have acknowledged
this since they have been founded—
they work for peace and justice, which
has informed me since my childhood.

I must, tonight, as I give my last
speech on this floor after over 25 years
of service, I am reminded of a Scrip-
ture, Galatians 6 verse 9, which says:
And let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, if
we do not give up.

Madam Speaker, I thank all of my
colleagues who are with me tonight. I
want to really say that I love them, I
appreciate their support, and that I
could not do anything without the sup-
port of Democrats and Republicans,
friends and colleagues.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus
from Nevada, someone who is my sis-
ter’s Congressional Member, someone
who has done a phenomenal job as our
chair in leading up to new heights,
Chairman STEVEN HORSFORD.
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Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I want
to first give honor and to acknowledge
a dear friend, a colleague, and a mentor
as we take this Special Order hour to
thank Congresswoman BARBARA LEE.
She truly is a gift. She is a treasure,
and her service is an example for all to
follow.

For 26 years, Representative BAR-
BARA LEE has been an advocate for jus-
tice, equality, and peace, both at home
and abroad. Her commitment to these
principles has set a standard for all of
us in this Chamber.

I have had the privilege of collabo-
rating with her on many initiatives,
from expanding healthcare access to
advancing racial and economic justice.
Her leadership within the Congres-
sional Black Caucus as a former chair
herself has amplified the voices of
marginalized communities and ensured
that their concerns are addressed at
the highest levels.

Representative LEE’s dedication to
peace is shown by her consistent stance
in foreign policy matters, and it was
her lone vote against the authorization
for the use of military force in 2001
that showed how she will always stick
to her convictions. Representative
LEE’s impact on Congress, on our com-
munities, on our country, and really on
all of us will be felt for generations to
come. Her legacy continues to inspire
us as we work to uphold the values
that she has championed.

I say on behalf of the Members of the
Congressional Black Caucus, we thank
her for her service, for her leadership,
and for her commitment to justice. She
is a dear friend. She is a true colleague,
and she has been a mentor.

I wish her all the very best in her fu-
ture endeavors, and I know that her in-
fluence will remain with us for years to
come. God bless her. BARBARA LEE
speaks for me.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend, Congressman
HORSFORD, for that very sincere and
very humbling statement and remarks.
I thank him, again, for his leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Mrs. LEE CARTER),
who has made her mark in this Con-
gress, not only on behalf of her dear
late mother, Sheila Jackson Lee of
Texas, who we all know that this is her
twin right here, but she is doing a
great job here. I thank her for being
here and upholding her mother’s spirit
and legacy, but also for charting a
course forward.

Mrs. LEE CARTER. Mr. Speaker, her
last name is Lee, and her and my
mother were like sisters from another
mother. I thank her for being that to
my mother, the Honorable Sheila Jack-
son Lee, for her entire term of service,
standing up for Progressive values,
being part of the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus, for holding that orga-
nization up, and taking it forward and
making it so impactful in this body.

I thank her for being there for the
first Juneteenth, her family down in
Texas, in Galveston. She was so ex-
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cited. They were both so excited to see
each other, to celebrate freedom, the
real freedom for Black people in this
Nation.

I hope that we continue—I will con-
tinue—I know you will continue to up-
lift that holiday and make it impor-
tant for all Americans to understand
how we make this a more perfect
Union.

I know many will tell of your many
accomplishments in working on HIV/
AIDS, which is so important, being the
lone vote after 9/11, always standing in
truth and power, always standing up
and never being afraid, never backing
down, always being unbossed.

I thank her on behalf of myself, since
she has always been an inspiration to
me, watching from behind the scenes,
intergenerational leader, guiding the
next generation of women, Democrat
women, and women across this Nation.
I thank her for traveling with my
mother, loving my mother, voting with
my mother, fighting with my mother,
taking pictures of my mother. We will
miss her. BARBARA LEE speaks for me.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Congresswoman LEE CARTER for
her leadership and her friendship. I was
her mother’s personal photographer,
and we did travel the world. What Shei-
la wanted, Sheila got because she was a
true warrior woman, as is Mrs. LEE
CARTER.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague
and very good friend from Wisconsin
(Ms. MOORE). I visited her district sev-
eral times as she actually was in a
film, a documentary. I thank her for
that, the name of it was: ‘“‘Barbara Lee:
Speaking Truth to Power,”” but she was
the star of that documentary.
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Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-
ing. This is a very emotional moment
for me to see you leaving this body.
You will never leave my presence. You
will be part of my life. I am going to
follow you wherever you go, BARBARA
LEE.

I want to say that BARBARA LEE has
always been kind of a broker-dealer to
me. She is someone, as her sisters of
her Catholic training encouraged her
to do, to go where the need is the
greatest.

I remember one of my earliest memo-
ries of BARBARA LEE was 20 years ago
when I went to the first Democratic
Caucus and almost got into a fistfight
with STENY HOYER as the consultants
were urging us not to use the word
“poor.” Don’t talk about poverty. That
is kind of a bad message. That won’t
help us win.

Let me just tell you, I was ready to
fight and argue. I mean, I had decided
to try and reinvent myself coming
from the Wisconsin State legislature to
be a kinder, gentler lady from Wis-
consin, but already I was stepping into
big doo-doo with STENY HOYER, the
Caucus minority leader, as STENY
HOYER defended our consultant’s admo-
nition that we don’t use ‘‘poor” as a
word.
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BARBARA LEE not only came along-
side me to encourage me and to try and
validate me as I argued in my very
strident, loud, obstreperous, disruptive
way, not only did she come alongside
me, but she worked Steny into putting
together a task force on poverty and
worked him into committing himself
on a weekly basis to bringing in speak-
ers, to bringing in experts, to bringing
in people to talk about poverty in a
way that ultimately, I believe, led us
to one of the most revolutionary bills
that has ever been passed in this House
of Representatives: the child tax cred-
it, as it was envisioned under the
American Rescue Plan.

Literally we were able to cut the pov-
erty of Black children in half and cut
poverty among all children by 40 per-
cent. We were able to establish and
prove and demonstrate that an invest-
ment in our children was an invest-
ment unlike all the other stuff we talk
about like tax cuts are going to pay for
themselves. We saw in a very short pe-
riod of time the return on investing in
children. That conversation really was
made manifest by BARBARA LEE bring-
ing the issue of poverty to the front.

I was on welfare, and BARBARA was,
too. It wasn’t something that we
talked about. It was kind of an embar-
rassment; is that right, BARBARA?

Ms. LEE of California. Will the gen-
tlewoman yield?

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. I yield to
the gentlewoman from California.

Ms. LEE of California. That is right.
It was an embarrassment, and it was a
stigma on us. Welfare queens, that is
what they tried to call us.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. It was a
stigma, and I was the welfare queen.
BARBARA came and befriended me, and
she went where the need was the great-
est.

BARBARA LEE was our United Nations
representative. We talked about all of
her international impact, and BARBARA
LEE was our Congress United Nations
representative.

BARBARA, you did so much in that
space to bring the American side to
have us visiting the U.N. because there
are sO many Dpeople in the TUnited
States that are not necessarily as sup-
portive of the world and the United Na-
tions, but you represented us so well.

We have a country in our own hemi-
sphere, Cuba, that is right in our hemi-
sphere, Haiti, right in our hemisphere,
full of people who are poor and des-
titute and marginalized, and BARBARA
LEE being that broker-dealer was not
ashamed of them. She was not someone
who shied away from them even though
there was not only stigma but con-
tempt and disdain and disbelief in
them.

BARBARA went to Cuba. She has been
to Cuba so many times. The last time
she went to Cuba, I went with her, and
as she was introducing all of us there,
she introduced me and said, well, the
reason that GWEN MOORE is here is be-
cause she said that if I came back to
Cuba one more time without her, she
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was going to Kkill me. That is how I got
a chance to go to another country in
our hemisphere and really see the re-
sources that this country could bring
to us.

That is where BARBARA learned about
how people from the United States
were going to Cuba—and maybe you
could just share with us—becoming
doctors at state expense, how they
were providing care for people with dia-
betes without those folks getting am-
putations.

BARBARA, can you share a little bit
about that? This was just revolu-
tionary to me to experience that with

you.
Ms. LEE of California. Well, let me
just say to Representative GWEN

MOORE, I am so happy you came to
Cuba in spite of no option for me ex-
cept to invite you to Cuba because you
came back and continued to do the
work to help normalize relations with
Cuba. All we want are normal rela-
tions.

There are so many scientific discov-
eries that Cuba has developed that
Americans could benefit from, and
there is much we have developed that
the Cuban people could benefit from.

Let me tell you, there is a treatment
that prevents amputations from diabe-
tes. Representative BURGESS, who we
honored earlier knows about that
treatment, Heberprot-P. We saw in the
clinics 80 to 90 percent effectiveness
used all around the world, but because
of the embargo, we weren’t able to get
a clinical trial here in America.

Well, let me just bring you up to date
very quickly. This procedure prevents
amputations for those who have diabe-
tes, and, of course, the Black commu-
nities, the Brown communities have a
disproportionate rate of amputations.
This is 90 percent effective. Finally, we
got clinical trials here. You talk about
not giving up. Finally, finally, there is
a company now that is in phase 3—I be-
lieve it is phase 3—of the clinical
trials, so hopefully we will be able to
have this treatment in America. Can
you imagine us taking 25, 30 years just
to get this far and how many people
could have benefited from it?

While we are talking about Cuba, I
was recently there, and I will include
in the RECORD, Representative MOORE,
on your time a letter to President
Biden. Many of us have been trying to
remove Cuba from the state-sponsored
terrorism list. This is from over 130
civil society organizations of Cuba—
not the government, civil society. I am
going to read one paragraph: ‘‘Cuba is
not a terrorist state. There is abso-
lutely no evidence that may support a
claim otherwise, as has been recognized
by the overwhelming majority of the
international community and many
sectors in the U.S., including a number
of U.S. Government specialized agen-
cies that, by the way, attach great
value”—mind you, great value—‘‘to
their professional cooperation with
Cuba in their fight against this
scourge.”’
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Mr. Speaker, I include this letter in
the RECORD.

ASOCIACION CUBANA
DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS,
Havana, November 8, 2024.
Mr. JOSEPH BIDEN,
President of the United States.

ESTEEMED MR. PRESIDENT: The purpose of
this letter, signed by organizations move-
ments, networks, groups and social actors
that widely represent the Cuban civil soci-
ety, is to request that Cuba be removed from
the list of terror sponsoring states.

This measure defined the Cuba policy pur-
sued by your predecessor. It was not intro-
duced by your administration; however, your
administration has enforced it; therefore,
your administration is held responsible for
its serious consequences.

Cuba’s designation in that list is arbitrary,
and as it is well known, was driven by polit-
ical motivations. It is also contrary to the
norms of civilized coexistence among nations
and has highly unfavorable consequences for
the operation of the Cuban economy and the
well-being of the Cuban people. This action
has compounded the economic, commercial
and financial blockade imposed on Cuba by
the U.S. government and in place for many
years now, and which accumulated financial,
social and human damages are beyond cal-
culation. A recently observable consequence
has been the surge of Cuban emigration to
the U.S. using lawfully regular, as well as ir-
regular channels.

Cuba is not a terrorist State. There is ab-
solutely no evidence that may support a
claim otherwise, as has been recognized by
the overwhelming majority of the inter-
national community and many sectors in the
U.S., including a number of U.S. government
specialized agencies that, by the way, attach
great value to their professional cooperation
with Cuba in their fight against this scourge.

Further to denying the truth, this designa-
tion automatically triggers the application
of coercive economic measures that preclude
Cuba’s access to foreign financial and bank-
ing institutions and payment agencies, as
well as to sources of financing, technologies,
and supplies and materials associated with
public services in such basic areas as
healthcare and education.

This designation also hiders Cuba’s pay-
ments for raw materials, food supplies, medi-
cines, fuel, and equipment and related parts
and accessories. It also interferes with
Cuba’s foreign financial operations, includ-
ing our country’s debt settlement trans-
actions. It deals a hard blow to the Cuban
tourist industry and discourages Cuba’s for-
eign business relations. And it halts produc-
tions and gives rise to supply gaps and short-
ages.

Our families are suffering the con-
sequences of this unfair label. Our families
have endured the wear, pain and loss caused
by the application of the coercive economic
actions derived from this description.

For decades, our capacity to normally and
effectively satisfy the needs of their mem-
bers and build, free from foreign interven-
tion, a legitimate and collective project that
contributes to our society has been damaged.

Cuba has recently faced a severe energy
contingency. It has also been hit by two dev-
astating hurricanes and two earthquakes,
which caused additional suffering and mate-
rial losses to its people and economy. Re-
moving our country from the List of States
that allegedly sponsor terrorism would con-
tribute to the economic, social, and psycho-
logical recovery of the affected regions and
populations, the improvement of our coun-
trymen’s living conditions, and the well-
being of Cuban families.

Mr. President, all we are asking is that
you do what is right before the end of your
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term of office and let justice prevail by re-
moving Cuba from the list of terror spon-
soring States.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
we have forwarded this letter to Presi-
dent Biden asking him to remove Cuba
from the State Sponsors of Terrorism
list with at least 20 Members who have
signed that letter.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Represent-
ative LEE, this is what I admire about
you so much: We all go to the White
House, and we are in awe, and we shake
the hand of the President and the First
Lady, and we meet up with them and
take selfies with them, and you always
put the Presidents to work.

We are going to continue on, and we
can promise you that we are going to
continue to make sure that we get to
normalize our relations with Cuba.
George W. Bush, a Republican, you got
in his face. One of the things that
George W. Bush will always be remem-
bered for is his initiative on HIV/AIDS
and saving millions of lives not only in
Africa but all around the world. I just
want to remind people that here, once
again, was BARBARA LEE breaking
down a door of stigma. While most peo-
ple were distancing themselves from
HIV/AIDS patients because, you know,
people were saying they were in sin,
and they had somehow deserved it
somehow, BARBARA LEE was one of the
people that marched right on up to the
White House and made sure that some-
one in high places like George W. Bush,
you gave him the cover to have the
courage around this issue and break
through that stigma. BARBARA, let me
thank you for that. Let me ask you to
share with us a little bit more about
that journey.

Ms. LEE of California. Representa-
tive MOORE, thank you very much for
reminding us of that, and let me just
say because of Republicans and Demo-
crats we have saved 25 million lives,
and we must have a permanent clean
extension of PEPFAR. President Bush
and I disagreed on every single policy.
I voted against everything that he put
forward, but we came together to save
lives, and I thank him. I thank all of
those who up until this point have kept
this bipartisan and encouraged Repub-
licans and Democrats to continue to do
that. I will be working on this from the
outside.

I thank Representative MOORE very
much for being here with us tonight,
and I hope that you will be able to stay
for a few more minutes as soon as I
yield to someone else.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. You want
me to stop talking?

Ms. LEE of California. No, I have to
yield to a couple members, and then I
will come back to you if you can stay.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. I will be-
cause I need to ask you about a couple
more things. I will return to the mic.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Georgia
(Mrs. McBATH) who came to Congress
hitting the ground running out of a
very personal tragedy of gun violence
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in which she lost her son, and here she
is moving forward being very success-
ful and making sure that our young
people are safe and that gun violence is
no more.

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding. BARBARA
LEE speaks for me.

I do rise today to honor my dear col-
league and friend, Congresswoman
BARBARA LEE from California, who will
be retiring at the end of a longstanding
and extraordinarily remarkable career
in Congress.

0 2015

Ms. MCBATH. Congresswoman LEE,
you are more than a servant-leader to
America. You are an example by which
countless women of color can seek to
emulate as we step up to be the voices
of our communities.

You are unabashed in speaking truth
to power and unwavering in your con-
victions for change and your convic-
tions for community and your convic-
tions for helping the least of these. I
truly wish there were so many more
people here that would stand on those
very convictions.

BARBARA, you have never been afraid
to stand up and speak out, even when
the odds are against you. You inspire
me each and every single day. I mean,
I see you running around here and
making deals and dealing with the peo-
ple and your bipartisanship and reach-
ing across the aisle. I see you walking
these Halls, I mean, literally running
these Halls to do the work of the peo-
ple with new fervor for progress in
America.

I am truly going to be so sorry to see
you leave. You are such a galvanizing
voice. As you continue to transition
away from the Halls of Congress, I
know that your work is not finished
yet.

I am encouraged by everything that
you have done here, everything you
have done preceding the time that I
have come to Washington. I really look
forward to everything that you are
going to be doing going forward. I
know that your work is not finished
yet. God is not done with you yet.

I just look forward to the next chap-
ter of leadership, you know, in your
life and what that is going to look like
for the communities that you rep-
resent.

Just as it was expressed even earlier,
you know, just like Representative
Shirley Chisholm who is, you know,
our leader, you have always been
unbought and unbossed. You are a light
in this world. You are a city on a hill
and a name that is never going to be
forgotten.

I want to thank you very, very much.
When I first came here, people kept
telling me I couldn’t be on the Judici-
ary Committee because I wasn’t an at-
torney and I didn’t have the experience
and I didn’t know how to fight for jus-
tice.

You said to me: If this is where you
believe you need to be, and we know
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why you have come to Congress, I will
make it happen.

Thank you for allowing me to use my
voice in the Halls of Congress for re-
form and justice and gun safety and all
the things that I so, so believe in.
Thank you for allowing me the oppor-
tunity to be able to stand for justice
and democracy in these Halls, and I am
going to miss you.

Ms. LEE of California. I am going to
miss you, too, Congresswoman LUCY
MCBATH.

Just look at you and how far you
have come in leadership now on that
Judiciary Committee and where you
are in honor of your son. Just look at
what you have done to bring this House
together, to focus on the issues of gun
violence, working with many, many
colleagues.

As I listen to you, I am very humbled
by what you said, and I am reminded
back of the Scripture:

Let us not grow weary of doing good.

I just want you to stand tall and con-
tinue to fight the good fight because
the country needs you right here,
fighting for life.

Thank you very much. God bless you.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my sister, my
Palestinian sister whose voice speaks
for many, many people in our own
country and throughout the world.

RASHIDA TLAIB is not only a voice for
people who never had a voice in this
body but she is also a great legislator.
I always like to tell people, you know,
RASHIDA TLAIB cares about clean
water. She cares about public safety.
She cares about housing. She cares
about making sure that her constitu-
ents have the best constituent services
in the country, as the best Representa-
tive who we all model our district of-
fices after.

RASHIDA TLAIB.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman LEE for yielding. Of
course, she cannot just let us speak
about the incredible, powerful leader-
ship she has had in this Chamber for 26
years.

Of course, I was blessed. I had no idea
she was going to be assigned as a men-
tor to me and then birth the wonderful
Grants E-Newsletters because she told
me this is what you have got to do is
fight for your access and fair share of
our resources for our districts.

She got me right on the Task Force
on Poverty. Thank you for that.

You have been incredible, again, the
last 26 years. Your determination and
what I have watched you do has
changed this institution forever. You
have not only created this amazing mo-
mentum and movement around talking
about poverty in this institution that
really wasn’t ready for people like us,
Congresswoman LEE, but you pushed
back against the stigma in health dis-
parities of our neighbors living with
HIV and AIDS when it was unpopular;
ending the discriminatory  Hyde
amendment that restricts access to
abortion care when some people in this
Chamber would not even say the word
“‘abortion.”
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You have done so much for all the in-
credible residents of the city of Oak-
land and the surrounding communities.
I want to take a moment and thank
them, thank them for continuing to
send you here to this body; to continue
letting you change this institution to
be better. It will be forever changed be-
cause Congresswoman BARBARA LEE
served here for 26 years.

There is a saying, Audre Lorde’s
quote, and it just reminds me of you,
BARBARA. She said: ‘“When I dare to be
powerful, to use my strength in the
service of my vision, then it becomes
less and less important whether I am
afraid.”

BARBARA, you sat in that well with
me when I got censured. You told me
to keep my head held up high. In that
moment it wasn’t just about me but
the fact that it was about your char-
acter and the fact that you understood
what it meant to be feeling alone, even,
again, standing up and saying it is
okay to speak truth to power, that it is
okay to be able to save lives, no matter
faith or ethnicity. You did it in such a
powerful, graceful way.

I will never forget you. You know I
am going to call you all the time. You
know I come from the most beautiful,
Blackest city in the country. Even
though you may not have been born
and raised in Detroit, we are going to
take you in as one of our own because
you have been doing that here in this
Chamber and teaching us from afar
how to do it right.

Thank you. Thank you for, again,
making this institution better. Con-
gresswoman LEE, it is not the same.
Because of you, it is now better. It has
created space for people like myself,
Congresswoman MOORE, Congress-
woman MCBATH.

Again, you have opened doors for
many of us in this Chamber. Thank
you. Thank you for your service to our
country.

God bless you.

Ms. LEE of California. Thank you,
my sister, RASHIDA TLAIB. Let me
thank you for your strength and for
again being a voice that has never been
represented before on this floor. Also
let me thank you for staying strong
and not growing weary, RASHIDA, be-
cause you were my mentee. You were,
but it didn’t take long for you to get it.

I know you, and I see you. I know
what it means to be here. Don’t grow
weary. Keep at it. Thank you again for
being here.

PAuL TONKO, my relatives’ Rep-
resentative and my friend from New
York, who I love dearly, thank you for
being here this evening. I am going to
miss you, but I will be seeing you.

Mr. TONKO. Absolutely.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from California for yielding.

Yes, they are a good family. I enjoy
being their Representative.

It is absolutely a powerful moment
this evening in the House to hear ev-
eryone, your friends, your colleagues,
recap the history you have written as a
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Congress Representative and the serv-
ice you have provided in this House.

It is my colleague, our colleague Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE that has
been a progressive champion and who
is a fierce advocate and dear friend dur-
ing my time in Congress.

BARBARA, what impacts me most is
that you are a powerful voice, a very
bold voice, a very determined voice, a
passionate voice, and oftentimes a lone
voice because you felt the moment that
challenged you had to be addressed by
your fierce loyalty to awesome causes.

Your efforts in this body will be re-
membered for your courage, your te-
nacity, and your strength of spirit. You
have dedicated your time as an elected
Representative to serving those in
need, sometimes the voiceless, whether
it be the global HIV/AIDS community,
those in need of housing or reproduc-
tive healthcare rights, and certainly
education and fairness in education.

Your advocacy for your constituents
in the East Bay area spans decades,
ranging from your time as a social
worker, as a congressional staffer, as a
small business owner, as a State legis-
lator, and certainly your powerful
record as a Member of Congress.

I have been honored to work with you
on issues that are close to my heart in-
cluding the entire climate issue, to
make certain we hand over our planet
in better stead to those who will follow
us, certainly the addiction policy ef-
forts that you have made treating
those with the illness of addiction with
high regard and high priority, and the
expansion of STEM education. These
are all important areas.

You, my friend, have been a titan of
this body. I am honored to have served
with you. I think in many of the gath-
erings that we have had and in offering
the official goodbyes, it is so obvious
that you are genuine. You are authen-
tic.

As we have heard from your very
first moments of life, there was a rea-
son. Your mom shared with the world
that you were saved in that moment to
live a life of service. It has proven
itself so true.

I am honored to be with you. I will
take good care of those constituents in
the 20th Congressional District.

God bless you, and God speed.

Ms. LEE of California. Thank you so
much, PAUL, for those words and for
your friendship and for your leadership
and for being someone who I can talk
to confidentially.

You mentioned my mother. Actually,
when she was giving birth, she needed
a C-section. They would not admit her
to the hospital because she was Black.
The bottom line is she almost died in
childbirth. The bottom line is I almost
didn’t get here. I almost didn’t breathe.
My mother almost died. That is where
my fight for women’s health, for jus-
tice, for gender equality began—at
birth.

Thank you for that reminder, PAUL.

BOBBY SCOTT is another Representa-
tive who is a great leader, who sup-
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ports and puts forth policies to help
our working men and women, the mid-
dle class and low-income people, to
really grow the middle class by moving
into the middle class. He is also some-
body who cares about our young peo-
ple, education, HBCUs, minority-serv-
ing institutions. He is really a man of
all seasons.

I just want to thank him. He rep-
resents another part of my family in
Virginia. PAUL TONKO represents one
part of the Lewis family in New York,
and BOBBY is my family’s Virginia Rep-
resentative.

Thank you again, BOBBY.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Congresswoman BARBARA LEE
for yielding. This is not about me. This
is about you, your legislative legacy.
You have done a great job here as a
legislator, and you will leave a great
legacy.

O 2030

There are two parts of that legacy
that I wanted to emphasize. They have
been mentioned already tonight, but
the first is the advocacy that you had
to create the poverty task force. We
raised a lot of money to try to get
elected, and poverty is rarely men-
tioned as an issue. You not only cre-
ated the task force, but you have also
used that task force to create targeted,
effective ways to actually address the
issue of poverty.

The other is the issue of global AIDS,
the global AIDS crisis. Your work with
the Bush administration has been phe-
nomenal. To paraphrase Martin Luther
King, AIDS anywhere is a threat of
AIDS everywhere, and if we don’t ad-
dress it everywhere, it threatens the
rest of the world.

Your work convinced the George W.
Bush administration to actually allo-
cate the order of magnitude of re-
sources needed. There were discussions
of a little here and a little there, but
you kept on them until they actually
put in the kind of money that was nec-
essary. It is not an exaggeration to say
that tens of millions of people are alive
today because of your work.

So, I thank you, BARBARA LEE, for all
of your work, especially the work for
those who would not have a voice with-
out you.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Representative and Ranking
Member BOBBY ScoTT, the former
chair. I thank him for his leadership. I
feel that our children’s future is secure
with him here.

Again, as he spoke, I have to go back
to Galatians 6:9, where I opened, be-
cause I am hearing this over and over
again: ‘‘Let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, if
we do not give up.”

I think all of you have spoken to that
not only about myself but yourselves,
so I thank you. I just pulled the Scrip-
ture out of the clear blue sky tonight
thinking about what to say, and all of
you are validating this.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS), who is my
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friend and my brother. He is somebody
who has worked so hard to make sure
that our young people have a second
chance. So many have been unjustly
incarcerated for nonviolent offenses
who should be able to go through reha-
bilitation, get a job, and go on to live
their lives. DANNY is the author of the
Second Chance Act. He also has worked
on sickle cell, diabetes, and all the
healthcare issues. He is remarkable.
Thank you for being my friend.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
couldn’t let the evening go by without
coming to pay tribute to BARBARA, one
of the fiercest, most courageous, hard-
est working, and most energized per-
sons I have ever known during my life-
time.

Seeing what you have contributed
and the way in which you have done it,
as I listen to each one of the people
who spoke—World AIDS Day probably
wouldn’t be taking place. We just cele-
brated it on the 1st of December, and
people all over the country and all over
the Nation celebrated World AIDS Day.
That is a part of your work.

The focus on SNAP and hungry peo-
ple, people needing food, that is a part
of your work, making sure that people
got second chances and that they got
money.

Every session, when we get to appro-
priations, we always say: Are we really
going to get the money we need for
people to have these programs?

BARBARA LEE is there, and we know
that BARBARA has got our back.

The focus on international relation-
ships, I think I got two boxes of Cas-
tro’s cigars. I never smoked, but I got
two boxes of Castro cigars. He would
keep us up all night. He never wanted
to quit and go to bed. Somebody would
have to say: Mr. President, we have got
other people to see tomorrow and other
things to do.

The whole health arena, how much
fun I had working with Clyde and the
folks out in San Francisco and Oak-
land, where when we started with what
is known as the federally qualified
health centers. When I started, there
were 10. Now, there are 1,400 all over
America, taking care of more than 30
million low-income and moderate-in-
come people in this country.

So, BARBARA, you have done it.

My mother used to tell us a little
poem. She used to say: If you can’t be
a pine at the top of the hill, be a shrub
in the valley. Be the best little shrub
on the side of the hill. If you can’t be
a highway, just be a trail. If you can’t
be the Moon, be a star. For it isn’t by
size that you win or you fail. But be
the best, the very best, of whatever you
are.

That is what you have been. That is
what you are. God bless you. Keep on
working.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my friend so much for those
beautiful words.

You are the resident poet, we know,
but you are able to articulate how the
spirit moves in public policy.
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So, I thank you for showing us where
the North Star is so that we can move
in that direction.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Do what the
spirit says.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. DESAULNIER), who is my neighbor
and friend from next door.

MARK DESAULNIER has come to Con-
gress, and we have become very good
friends and colleagues. We really char-
tered some new courses and brought
them to Capitol Hill to get our Demo-
cratic Caucus to talk about race and
racism.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
was a Wwork in progress sometimes.
BARBARA would look at me and get
that look on her face.

Ms. LEE of California. He has come
around all the way, full circle.

Mr. DESAULNIER. I just don’t get it
sometimes.

BARBARA, as a neighbor, colleague,
and friend, I just wanted to come down
and thank you and talk about two spe-
cific instances where you made me a
better person and, as an example of
how you have illuminated this country,
that if you can’t talk about trouble,
then you can’t talk about love and you
can’t talk about making people better.

We were down here in the well when
I first got here after Ferguson. Elijah
Cummings and John Lewis were sitting
right there. I can’t remember which
one of us started this, but the con-
versation was: If we can’t talk about
race in the bay area, and gosh knows
we have enough trouble there, where
the heck in the country can we?

So, we started that. You taught me
so much. John Powell from the Haas
Institute for diversity is just a wonder-
ful man. All his staff would come to
these townhalls. I don’t know how
many we had, but Jubpy CHU, Karen
Bass, and TED LIEU came to a very di-
verse area in our two districts. It was
wonderful, and I learned so much about
myself and my own biases and preju-
dices. It was illuminating, too, because
I had liberal White Democrats come up
to me, I told you this, and say: Why are
you doing this?

You had one of those moments
where: Why are you surprised?

Then, we brought John back here to
the Democratic Caucus, and I am told
that, at the time, it was the largest
turnout the Caucus ever had because
Professor Powell talked about his expe-
rience at Ohio State and Cal, his stud-
ies on diversity, and why confronting
bias and racism was so important for
the health of this country. That was
wonderful and continues to be, and we
are going to continue to do it.

Then, for people who don’t know
about the Port Chicago 50, it was the
largest domestic loss of life in the
United States during World War II,
when the very segregated, racist Navy
was having Black African-American
sailors load ships at Port Chicago,
which was in San Francisco Bay in my
district, in our neighborhood.
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These young men came from all over
the country in the forties because they
wanted to defend America in spite of
all of our flaws, particularly from the
South. They were told how to load mu-
nitions in such a way that was so dan-
gerous and so different from the White
Teamsters who did the same work. Be-
cause of this disregard, the White offi-
cers would actually bet on which group
would load more, and they would just
throw these weapons into these ships.

One morning, disaster struck. The
ship exploded. You could hear the ex-
plosion 20, 50 miles away. It rattled
windows in San Francisco 15 miles
away. We lost over 300 African-Amer-
ican sailors that day.

They had to go down into that water
the next day. The ship was gone, and
the pier was gone. They went into the
water under instruction from their
White officers to get the bodies and the
parts from their colleagues out of
there.

Reading about that in the book and
the history about it—anyway, for 80
years, this has gone on. Fifty of those
young men who volunteered to serve
this country in horrible conditions and
who survived were taken to court-mar-
tial and got the worst possible sen-
tence, 50 of them, for disobeying an
order that they knew was dangerous.
They didn’t disobey it; they just said:
We are brave men, but we don’t want
to go back to the same circumstances.
So for that, they were court-martialed.

Thurgood Marshall helped defend
them, and as part of what he said about
similar cases: I come not just to defend
these men, but I come to defend the sa-
cred creed in our founding documents.

So for 40 years, my predecessor tried
to get a change. With your help and for
the 10 years I have been here, we have
tried to get a change.

Toward the end, I was arguing with
the Navy and with the White House. In
the last conversation, I was emulating
you. I was a little irritated.

I said: Goddamn it, can’t we just do
this for BARBARA LEE before she re-
tires?

The secret weapon in that was, a
month later, the Secretary of the Navy
called me and said: We are going to ex-
onerate those sailors.

Those are just two specific examples
of how you have raised people up and
raised me up, and there is so much
more that everyone else has talked
about, about poverty and your dogged
determination for justice. You have
done it in a way that has gone to peo-
ple who a lot of us wouldn’t go to, but
you have gone to everyone and went
after, as Lincoln said, ‘‘the better an-
gels of our nature,” and you were able
to persuade them.

So, I am going to miss you so much.

Ms. LEE of California. I am right
next door.

Mr. DESAULNIER. I know. I know
you are going to be coming and using
that finger every once in a while say-
ing: Come on, man.

In our districts, if you come to the
bay area, you can still see bumper
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stickers that say: ‘‘Barbara Lee Speaks
for Me.” Indeed, BARBARA, thank you
for speaking for so many Americans.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
let me tell you what a pleasure it is to
work with my friend, Congressman
DESAULNIER, because there are very
few people who will take on issues that
they really aren’t quite settled with,
and he did.

Race, racism, and systemic racism,
all the hate that surfaces as a result,
really present a clear and present dan-
ger to our country. You as a White man
really understood what privilege is and
understood what the history is.

I thank my friend very much for
being a partner because that is what
this is. We all have to work together.

He is supporting my truth resolution,
H.R. 40, calling for a truth, racial heal-
ing, and transformation commission.
Hopefully, we would like an executive
order, but what you just said is the ra-
tionale, MARK, for why we have to have
the truth told about the history of
Black people, especially in America,
and why only with the truth can we
heal, and only then can we move to-
ward transforming this country.

My friend has been an example of ex-
actly what we are talking about. I just
want to thank you for your brilliance,
your leadership, and your sensitivity.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire how
much time I have remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GROTHMAN). The gentlewoman has 5%
minutes remaining.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from Ala-
bama (Ms. SEWELL).
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Ms. SEWELL. First, let me just say
that we know that BARBARA LEE
speaks for all of us. When I first came
to Washington, BARBARA, you were a
great mentor and friend.

Having studied about Shirley Chis-
holm, the stories that you told about
her were so important. My favorite
quote of hers is that: ‘““Service is the
rent we pay for the privilege of living
on this Earth.”” Well, BARBARA, you
have actually burned a mortgage. You
have done so much great work over
your time in Washington and in Con-
gress.

Your legacy will loom large over this
place. I thank you for guiding so many
of us through the appropriations proc-
ess. I still want a tutorial before you
g0.

Ms. LEE of California. Tomorrow.
Tomorrow. Tomorrow.

Ms. SEWELL. But, when I think
about being effective, BARBARA LEE’S
record is, bar none, one of the most im-
portant congressional records that we
have.

Your track record on funding, wheth-
er that was all of the wonderful stuff
you did for AIDS—and I could go on
and on and on about how you have
truly changed the world.

You have earned the right to retire,
but we know that there is no such
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thing as retiring, that you go from
project to project, and you excel in all.

Do know that this place will not be
the same without you here.

I am sorry I am just running in, but
I could not miss the opportunity to tell
you how important you have been to
me and to my office, and I thank you.
Saying ‘‘thank you’ doesn’t seem ade-
quate enough but do know that your
legacy will live on through so many of
the people that you touched. I am just
grateful that I was one of the ones that
you mentored, so thank you so much.

We love you, BARBARA LEE.

Ms. LEE of California. Well, Con-
gresswoman SEWELL, let me just say
thank you. I want to make sure every-
one knows you represent Selma, Ala-
bama. She represents the heart and
soul of the civil rights movement.

TERRI SEWELL has put Selma and its
aspirations and its dreams and its
needs on the map of this House of Rep-
resentatives, and I just wanted to tell
you.

Ms. SEWELL. And there was never a
time that you didn’t come with John
to Selma. How many times did you
make that pilgrimage on faith and pol-
itics? I just want to say thank you. Not
only did you bring it, but you brought
children from your Martin Luther King
Center in Oakland.

Ms. LEE of California. Yes.

Ms. SEWELL. And you also started a
program with the children from my
district.

Ms. LEE of California. That is right.

Ms. SEWELL. And they got a chance
to come to Oakland on the tour.

Ms. LEE of California. So we have
this Oakland-Alabama connection.

Ms. SEWELL. We do. We do.

Ms. LEE of California. We have an
Oakland-Birmingham, Oakland-Selma
connection, which is so important be-
cause of you, though, TERRI.

Ms. SEWELL. Well, it is important
because of you. We are absolutely fol-
lowing in your footsteps, and you leave
huge steps for us to follow. Thank you,
and I love you.

Ms. LEE of California. Thank you
again, and thank you for being here.

Congresswoman MOORE, I have to say
I am glad you stayed here throughout
this Special Order.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to how
much time is remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California has 3 min-
utes remaining.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
let me, once again, thank everyone, all
of my colleagues, but especially my
constituents, who I considered the
most enlightened, most diverse and
most progressive, yes, congressional
district, for giving me the faith and
trust to fight alongside you for a better
tomorrow.

Also, I just want to say I started with
a Scripture, and I want to close with
one as I leave this august body.

This is Proverbs 16:3. It reminds us of
this. It says: Commit your actions to
the Lord, and your plans succeed. Now,
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this comes from the Bible: Even in re-
tirement, we are called to commit our
actions to God.

I believe in the separation of church
and state. I also believe in those values
that those Sisters of Loretto taught
me, and that was to go where the need
is the greatest, do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with thy God.

Thank you again, Mr. Speaker, and
thanks to all of my colleagues for
being here tonight, and thank you to
the House of Representatives, both
Democrats and Republicans, for, yes,
being part of Team Lee.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin. Okay. GWEN MOORE is going
to close. Since we have 45 seconds, this
is how we do it.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. BARBARA,
let me just thank you.

Ms. LEE of California. This is how we
play jazz, right?

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Just let
me thank you.

You are that same cheerleader who
fought to integrate the cheerleading
team, but once you got on the team,
you were a team player.

The thing that I love about you so
much is that, even with how competi-
tive this place is, you always tried to
lift people up, to encourage them, to
help them get in position. I know so
much snot and tears came out of my
eyes because I couldn’t get on Ways
and Means, but you told me: Just keep
on and don’t give up.

BARBARA, thank you for encouraging
us, for loving us, for getting us out of
Iraq, your leadership in everything,
and bringing us together on a bipar-
tisan basis.

I love you, BARBARA, and this institu-
tion will never be the same.

Ms. LEE of California. Thank you,
GWEN MOORE, and I told you: Don’t get
weary, and you will get there, and you
reap what you sow, and you got it.

Thank you for being our voice on the
Ways and Means Committee. God bless
you.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to deliver my final floor speech as a
member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

For 26 years, it has been the privilege of my
lifetime to serve my incredible constituents in
California’s 12th Congressional district.

I'd like to first and foremost thank my staff
and all the members Team Lee that have
worked tirelessly to serve our district and help
us achieve so much. These are truly dedi-
cated public servants, and their commitment
has undoubtedly left an indelible mark on not
only me, but on our district and country. As we
say, once a member of Team Lee, always a
member of Team Lee.

| would also like to thank my family, who
have stood beside me through all of the tri-
umphs and challenges of the last 26 years. |
could not have done it without them.

As | look back on my time in Congress, |
feel a sense of gratitude for the opportunity to
not only serve my community, but to advance
justice, equity, and peace throughout our
country and the entire world.
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It is a gift to serve, and with that gift, we
were able to:

Save twenty-five million lives around the
world from AIDS, through the bipartisan
PEPFAR program—arguably the most suc-
cessful foreign assistance program in Amer-
ican history.

Fight back against endless war by securing
bipartisan votes to repeal Authorizations to
Use Military Force.

As Chair of the Appropriations sub-
committee on State & Foreign Operations, |
worked to expand investments in diplomacy
and development, to build a better, safer
world. Specifically, | worked to strengthen our
presence and partnerships with Africa and the
Caribbean.

As the official Congressional Representative
to the United Nations General Assembly, |
worked to support greater international co-
operation for fighting poverty, discrimination,
and abuses of human rights, as well as work-
ing towards global peace and justice.

Urge the Surgeon General’s office to high-
light gun violence as a public health crisis in
the U.S.

Author legislation to launch the American
Women Quarters program, which honors the
contribution of American women by featuring
their likenesses on U.S. quarters.

Introduce the first-ever comprehensive sex
education bill, aiming to ensure that students
receive medically accurate information on sex-
ual health.

Advocate for a shift in federal policy by re-
ducing military spending and addressing the
bloated Pentagon budget.

Launch the Ron V. Dellums Memorial Fel-
lowship aimed at boosting the number of mi-
nority students in science, technology, engi-
neering, the arts and mathematics (STEAM)
fields through robust financial scholarships.

And help pass legislation that drastically re-
duced child poverty in the U.S. through my
leadership as a member of the Appropriations
committee, among many other things.

My final two pieces of legislation serve as
bookend moments for me.

Last week, alongside former Senator
LAPHONZA BUTLER, we were able to pass legis-
lation that awarded my mentor and friend,
Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the highest honor be-
stowed upon a civilian from the Congress. The
bill was signed by Vice President HARRIS, who
is the pride of my Congressional district. It
was truly a beautiful moment to witness.

And this week, I'll be introducing legislation
to extend the Presidents Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief, otherwise known as PEPFAR. |
worked alongside my colleagues in the Con-
gressional Black Caucus and President
George W. Bush to establish this legislation
over 20 years ago, and in that time the pro-
gram has saved over 25 million lives around
the world.

President Bush and | disagreed on virtually
everything, but we came together to address
one of the most deadly diseases in human
history. And together we must continue forging
ahead to achieve our goal of an AIDS-free
generation by 2030.

I'd like to thank the constituents of Califor-
nia’s 12th Congressional district, the most en-
lightened district in the country, for giving me
their faith and trust to fight alongside them for
a better tomorrow.

They elected me to strengthen our commu-
nities. To push back against oppression, mili-
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tarism, and corruption. To fight for legislation
that embodies our values of justice, equity,
and peace for all people—no matter their race,
religion, or sexuality.

Fighting this fight on behalf of the East Bay
in Washington has been one of the greatest
honors of my life.

We’ve made incredible progress—from crit-
ical health care reforms at home and abroad,
to lowering costs for working families, to en-
acting historic climate and gun violence legis-
lation.

We'’ve got a long way to go. But I'm proud
of the work we’ve accomplished together. Let
us keep up the good fight.

————

STOP INSTITUTIONAL CHILD
ABUSE ACT

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on S. 1351.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

—————

NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. LAM-
BORN) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I think
it is appropriate that the last presenter
ended with a verse from the Bible. It
was a marvelous verse, and that is
what this Special Order is going to be
about.

Recently, in November, we cele-
brated, once again, since the year 1941,
National Bible Week. This is some-
thing that has been declared and pro-
claimed by every President since
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who started
this in 1941, just days before we were
attacked at Pearl Harbor.

As the world was hurdling toward
World War II, it was so appropriate
that the country turned to the Bible
for sustenance and guidance.

I have been leading this particular
commemoration on National Bible
Week for—I don’t know—38 or 10 years
on the floor of the House. This will be
my last opportunity because I will be
voluntarily retiring from Congress in
January.

I want to thank so many people who
have helped me during my career, but,
most of all, I would like to first thank
my Lord and Savior for the oppor-
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tunity to represent Colorado’s Fifth
Congressional District for 18 years.

It is my relationship with Him, with
God, who has provided any wisdom or
success that I have experienced in my
congressional career.

National Bible Week was in Novem-
ber, but that was during Thanksgiving,
when we were all out of town, so we
chose this week to actually formally
celebrate it and commemorate it here
on the floor of the House.

This was begun in 1941 as an official
National Bible Week, and it is the
Bible that led me to a relationship
with my Lord and Savior.

I was a freshman at college, and some
people talked to me, and they said:
Have you ever read the Bible for your-
self?

I said: No, but I think I know what is
in it.

That is kind of an arrogant and fool-
ish thing to say, but that is where I
was coming from in my ignorance, my
naivete.

They said: Hey, why don’t you read
the Gospel of John, and you will under-
stand what the message of the Bible is.

So I did that, and, as I read the Gos-
pel of John, I realized that this is a re-
lationship with the living God that I
did not have and that I needed and that
I wanted.

John 14:6 is where Jesus says: I am
the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father but through me.

That spoke to my heart, and that is
when I began a personal relationship
with my Lord and Savior.

My salvation came through reading
the Bible, so I am so happy that we can
celebrate and commemorate National
Bible Week here tonight.

We have some Members of Congress
who are going to be speaking about
what the Bible means to them person-
ally and what the Bible means to the
United States of America, this special
and marvelous country that we have
the privilege of living in.

As David said in the book of Psalms:
Your word is a lamp unto my feet and
a light to my path.

That is ultimately what the Bible is
about. It is a lamp to our feet and it is
a light to our path. It guides us day to
day as we take footsteps. It guides the
path that we see in the future, the di-
rection our lives should go in. So it is
a lamp and it is a light. That makes it
S0 special.

At this point, I yield 4 minutes to my
friend, the gentleman from the great
State of Alabama (Mr. ADERHOLT).

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, first of all, I thank my
colleague, Congressman LAMBORN, for
once again organizing this important
Special Order, as he has done many
times in the past. Not only that, but I
thank him for his service to this legis-
lative body.

He has been one of the good guys
here in this body that has really stood
for those principles that really, I
think, date back to when our Founding
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Fathers first envisioned this great Na-
tion, the United States of America.

We thank our colleague from Colo-
rado.

Mr. LAMBORN. Thank you.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, the
Bible has been and, really, it still is
more than just a book. It is the founda-
tion of our moral compass. It is the in-
spiration behind our laws. It is the
source of strength and comfort for
countless families and individuals, lit-
erally around the world.

From the founding of our great Na-
tion, we have seen how the truths that
are found in the Bible have shaped our
culture, have influenced our leaders,
and have guided the hearts of our peo-
ple.

Here in America, as in so many
places around the world, we have been
blessed with the freedom to worship
and the right to hold our religious be-
liefs without fear and without persecu-
tion. Unfortunately, there are a lot of
places in the world that don’t have
that freedom, but here in America, we
do.

However, with all that is said about
the Bible, let us not forget the power
that is in the Word of God and how it
always gives us a hope that instills so
much into the lives of so many people
across the world.

There have been many books that
have been written over the ages, and a
lot of books have sold literally millions
and millions of copies, some 200 or 300
million copies. You think about books
like ‘A Tale of Two Cities,” ‘“Don Qui-
xote,” ‘“The Lord of the Rings,” those
that rank up there, and perhaps maybe
300 or 400 million copies have been sold.

As far as I know, there is only one
book that has sold into the billions,
and it is estimated that over 5 billion
copies of the Word of God, the Bible,
has been printed and put out there, and
I would say that is a very conservative
number.

It is no wonder the Bible is the most
popular book ever written, as it holds
the key to life and actually to life ev-
erlasting, for in the New Testament,
we read the words of Jesus of Nazareth,
and we read about his life. The words of
the Bible are different from all the
other books that were written. The
words of the Bible cut like a double-
edged sword, yet its full life is found to
its fullest, and those are the words of
Jesus.

We hear the words of Jesus in John
3:16: For God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son that whoso-
ever believe in him should not perish
but have everlasting life.

As a young boy, like Congressman
LAMBORN, I realized what that meant
and wanted to have that relationship
with God myself, and realizing that I
could have that directly through
Christ, I asked him into my life
through a simple prayer. That still
holds true for any person today who
wants to go down that road and take
God up on that offer.

I thank Congressman LAMBORN this
evening for his dedication, but, more
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than anything else, for recognizing the
Bible is the book of all books. It is the
Bible, for it is in the Bible that life is
found.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for those kind and gra-
cious words and the insights that he
shared with us.

Congress has changed over the years.
I am really not telling a secret that
anyone here doesn’t already know but
let me tell you the perspective that our
first Congressmen and -women had in
this country of ours. It would have
been men at the time, and the women
came later, as we know.

Many early-American settlers came
to the New World wanting to live out
their faith in God and his Word, and so
Congress, as one of their first acts, au-
thorized an American-published Bible.
You see, they were at war with the
British and, because of embargoes,
shipments of the Bible, among other
things, were not coming into the coun-

try.
In 1782, Congress reviewed, approved,
and authorized the first known

English-language Bible to be printed in
America. The resolution said, in part:
Resolved, that the United States in
Congress assembled to recommend this
edition of the Bible to the inhabitants
of the United States, and hereby au-
thorize Mr. Aitken to publish this rec-
ommendation in the manner he shall
think proper.
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Congress authorized the printing of
the Bible and recommended that every-
one read it. Our country has changed
over the years. I can’t imagine us doing
that now, but maybe we should. We
have things in this country that are
not going in the right direction and
that could only help.

Mr. Speaker, I will now yield to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN)
to share his thoughts with us, please.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it has been
a privilege to serve with Doug, and I
thank him for his great service to our
country and for emphasizing the im-
portance of the Bible.

It is an honor to stand here, but par-
ticularly tonight to commemorate Na-
tional Bible Week along with my
friends and colleagues. I am here to
talk about what the Bible has meant to
me and its impact on our Nation’s his-
tory.

There are divisions across our coun-
try, including in this Chamber, that
highlight the challenges that we are
facing.

I was baptized in a small, rural
church at 9 years of age and my par-
ents raised me in the church there. I
had a few other priorities in college,
but after my marriage to my wife, we
found a church home in Augusta and
that church home has meant the world
to our family.

However, it was almost 30 years later
that I realized that maybe my prior-
ities were not in order. I decided that I
would make Bible study and prayer a
priority in my life.
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I started Bible study with a friend
about 6 months later, and I realized
that God was writing His Word on my
very heart. I had this urge to know God
and study His Word and understand His
purpose and will for me. All of my life,
as I look back, I had relied on God’s
Word for truth.

Twenty-three years ago, I joined a
Bible study fellowship in my hometown
of Augusta. It is an intense Bible
study, but I am telling you it was life
changing. I am currently reading the
Change Your Life Study Bible with the
Lead group here in Washington, D.C.,
and I am constantly reminded of the
answers this book provides and to the
current issues that we are dealing with
today facing our Nation.

Since my time in Congress and meet-
ing with people across the Nation and
folks in our own district, unfortu-
nately, we are becoming a Bible ill-lit-
erate society.

Just above our flag here in this body,
we have “‘In God We Trust,” but how do
you know how to trust God if you don’t
know God and don’t know His Word?

I look at the full face of Moses in this
House Chamber and I am reminded of
the first five books of the Bible, the
moral law.

George Washington himself in his
farewell address said:

Morality and faith are the pillars of our so-
ciety. We confess these pillars are being
eroded in an increasingly materialistic and
permissive society.

And that is continuing today.

One of the Scriptures I memorized
early on was Joshua 1:8. It says:

Do not let this Book of Law depart from
your lips. Meditate on it night and day. Be
careful to do what it says and what is writ-
ten in it, for then you will make your way
prosperous and you will have success. This is
a great promise from God.

This is a special time of year. There
are over 11 times in the Old Testament
starting 1,500 years ago predicting the
birth, the life, the death, and the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ whose birth-
day we celebrate here at this time.

Starting off in Genesis 3:15: “And I
will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you
will strike his heel.”

That was written 1,500 years ago.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, we are about
to witness another historic and impor-
tant inauguration.

As I talk to you currently, most
Americans believe our Nation is in se-
rious moral, spiritual, and financial de-
cline. Emotional health has become an
epidemic because many do not know
where to turn for hope.

I love the Bible, I love to pray, and I
love to pray with those who believe in
the values and the Founding Fathers’
values in the truth that we behold in
this country.

Especially during this important sea-
son, keep the hope and trust in Him
and His Word. He will change the direc-
tion of this country and He will write
His Word on your heart.
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Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I would
now like to ask Representative ROSE
from the great State of Tennessee to
come and speak.

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. LAM-
BORN) for yielding and for claiming the
time this evening to acknowledge and
honor our Nation’s 83rd National Bible
Week.

I rise today the week before we cele-
brate the birth of our Savior Jesus
Christ to celebrate and honor the book
that reveals His life, His teachings, and
His promise to save us if only we will
accept and follow Him.

This amazing book is, of course, the
Bible. You see, Mr. Speaker, there are
many stories in the Bible, none argu-
ably more important than the miracle
of Jesus Christ’s birth, death, and res-
urrection. However, the Bible also
teaches us the story of God creating
the Heavens and the Earth, of Adam
and Eve, the Ten Commandments, the
Sermon on the Mount, as well as re-
counting many fantastical miracles.

Eighty-three years ago, our country
was reeling following the devastating
attacks on Pearl Harbor, an attack
unfathomable at the time. In the im-
mediate aftermath, our country came
together to worship and celebrate our
first-ever National Bible Week held De-
cember 8-14, 1941.

It is no surprise that following those
devastating days in the creation of the
first National Bible Week, 83 years
later, we still celebrate it every year.

It is because even on our darkest
days, Mr. Speaker, the Bible will al-
ways be there for us. Look no further
than Philippians 4:4, which says: ‘‘Re-
joice in the Lord always; again I will
say, rejoice.”

We are reminded that joy is constant
and takes place at all times with the
Lord.

Psalms 118:24 which says: ‘“This is the
day that the Lord has made; let us re-
joice and be glad in it.”

A reminder that the Lord gives us
today and every day, and we should
celebrate it as a gift from God.

Mr. Speaker, I could go on about the
number of Bible verses that have in-
spired me from the time I learned them
in Sunday school until this very day
when I pass those inspiring words onto
my two young sons. There is no doubt
that the Bible has had a tremendous
impact on my life and will continue to
do so.

That is why I feel so deeply about the
continued importance of teaching the
Lord’s Word. At a time in our country
when it seems we are straying from the
Lord, we must lean in and encourage
the teachings in the Bible.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage Ten-
nesseans to join me in studying the
good word in the Bible, passing its les-
sons down to our children, and living
our lives according to Bible teaching.
After all, there is no better way to cel-
ebrate and honor National Bible Week
than by reading or teaching the Bible
and living according to its Word.
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Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his words.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to Representa-
tive GLENN GROTHMAN from the State
of Wisconsin.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is
always enjoyable to speak to Bible
Week and always enjoyable for DOUG
LAMBORN to give me a couple of min-
utes.

National Bible Week, of course, be-
gins every year on Thanksgiving and
continues for the week after Thanks-
giving.

One of the prior speakers, searching
to say something unique about the
Bible, talked about the number of
books that have been printed. I would
like to point out, since we are com-
manded under the Bible to share the
Word of Christ and spread the Word of
Christ around the world, the Bible, I
believe, is the most translated book in
the world. The Bible is right now trans-
lated into 3,700 different languages,
which is a testament to the degree to
which Christians are taking it to heart
to spread the book throughout the
world.

Now, the reason we have Bible Week
in the United States is the Bible is
more important than any other book in
putting together our Constitution, put-
ting together the laws we live under.
There was a study done by something
called the American Political Science
Review in which they reviewed all the
writings by our Founding Fathers:
John Dickinson, John Adams, Thomas
Jefferson, James Monroe, the whole
bunch. They found that the Bible was
the most cited book of our forefathers.

That is not surprising. What I did
find interesting is that one-third of the
citations in the writings of our fore-
fathers were from the Bible itself. I
find this hard to believe, but in the ar-
ticle, they said the most cited book in
the Bible was Deuteronomy. I would
have guessed it was somewhere in the
New Testament or Psalms. Even I will
say that Deuteronomy is the most
cited book in the Old Testament other
than Psalms.

In any event, why was Deuteronomy
so cited? I think Deuteronomy is so
cited because Deuteronomy lays out
the law that the Israelites were sup-
posed to follow when Israel was found-
ed. Our forefathers looked at Deuter-
onomy because they, as well, wanted us
to form a country that God would bless
and God would protect. That is why
Deuteronomy was so cited.

This does not mean that they did not
quote the New Testament. There are
plenty of references from John, 1 Co-
rinthians, from the other gospels that
our forefathers mentioned because I
think they felt it was of necessity to
look at these quotations in learning
how to live.

I should also point out that the Bible
our forefathers read was largely from
the English language. They lived at a
time when we were having the Amer-
ican Revolution. America was being
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founded, and we read an English Bible.
When the French Revolution was going
on, it was somewhat the opposite of
our country. The French revolution-
aries were atheist. They were barbaric.
They killed the nuns. They killed the
priests. It was horrific. It was an inter-
esting juxtaposition even at that time
between what I guess today we would
call maybe the communist element,
the French, and what we have in Amer-
ica.

I should also give a couple of quotes
from our forefathers showing how im-
portant they felt the Bible was. These
quotes do not mean a political party. It
means kind of an ideology or way to
put together your country. John
Adams said the Bible ‘‘is the most re-
publican book in the world.” John
Dickinson, who was the most impor-
tant member of Delaware in our found-
ing, said the Bible ‘‘is the most repub-
lican book that was ever written.” He
even ups it one more.

You can see the degree to which our
forefathers lived by the Bible. It is be-
cause they lived by the Bible and stuck
by the Bible that we have become such
a blessed country. We have to continue
to follow the Bible if we kind of want
to get back on the straight and narrow.

One more time, I thank Congressman
LAMBORN for giving me a few extra
minutes.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, as the
next speaker comes up, BuDDY CARTER
from the State of Georgia, I want to
mention something very personal that
happened 2 years ago.

I was at this podium, and I told some
people back in the district that we
were going to have this Bible hour, and
they wanted to tune in. They were
watching on C-SPAN. What an amaz-
ing privilege it is to share important
things from your life to a national au-
dience.

Anyway, my dermatologist was
watching, Dr. Reagan Anderson, and he
noticed that I had a new spot on my
temple, my left temple. He texted me
as soon as I was off the floor and said
to come in and see him tomorrow. Ac-
tually, it took me 2 days to finish vot-
ing and get back to Colorado Springs.
He said: You have melanoma, and I am
going to schedule surgery for tomor-
Trow.

It was actually a couple of days later
that I had the surgery. It was success-
ful. They removed it. It has gone away,
as far as I know. The cancer was taken
from me, from my skin, but I think it
is so interesting that it was during this
Bible hour that a friend of mine who is
also a doctor saw something that need-
ed help, and I am so glad that it turned
out that way. I had never experienced
that before. I didn’t know what to look
for.

If you are in Colorado, which is a
high-altitude State, be watching for
changes in skin because at high alti-
tude, it happens even more than in
other places. All of us need to be
watching for that.
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BUDDY CARTER is a healthcare profes-
sional as a former pharmacist, and I
welcome him to share his thoughts.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my friend, Mr. LAMBORN, for
hosting this tonight. I also want to pay
tribute to him for his years of service
as a Member of Congress and let him
know that he has been an inspiration
to many of us here, and we wish him
well in his retirement.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate
National Bible Week and to share with
you that I am actually reading through
the Bible this year. I am almost fin-
ished. We only have a few more days
left this year. I am almost there. I am
in Revelation, Micah. One of my favor-
ite verses is Micah 6:8. It is very special
reading through it.

I think it is important to note that
the study that I am using was given to
me, the book was given to me, by the
chair of Energy and Commerce this
year, CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS. She
gave it to us. I really appreciate her
doing that. She, too, is retiring this
year. I certainly wish her well. She has
done an outstanding job as a Member
of Congress.

I want to rise today in celebration of
what is one of my favorite times of the
year for several different reasons:
Christmastime, a time that brings fam-
ily, friends, food, fun, and football, all
of those things, but it is important
that we remember during this time the
reason that we are celebrating this hol-
iday, and that is the birth of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

It is easy to get wrapped up in the
hustle and bustle of Christmastime and
to forget about what is most impor-
tant. I am certainly as guilty of that as
I am sure all of us are. The Christmas
season is a great opportunity for us to
remind ourselves and each other that
no matter what happens or what we do,
we are surrounded by the love of God.
There is no better exhibition of this
than the Christmas story.

We are all familiar with the Gospel of
John, chapter 3:16, that tells us: ‘“For
God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but
have everlasting life.” This is one of
the most popular verses in the Bible,
and for good reason. It paints a clear
picture of God’s never-ending love for
His creation, us.

No matter the sins that we commit—
and we do—or how often we neglect the
meaning of Christmas, God still loves
us so much that He offers each of us a
chance at eternal life. That is certainly
a gift none of us deserve but all of us
can have.

I hope everyone will join me in re-
joicing in the love of God this Christ-
mas season. I wish everyone a merry
Christmas and a happy new year.

Again, I thank Mr. LAMBORN for
hosting this tonight.

God bless you, Mr. Speaker.
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Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for his gracious words. He will be one
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of the people I miss when I retire in
January after 18 years of being here.
There are so many great people I will
miss, and there are things I won’t miss,
but there are some people I truly will
miss.

Representative ALLEN mentioned
Biblical prophecies being fulfilled, and
there are hundreds of very specific
prophesies that you can find in the
Bible that were fulfilled exactly as
foretold. It may have taken years for it
to happen, but they were fulfilled ex-
actly.

If you were to put odds on that, it
would become astronomical that all of
that could be the case as opposed to
something that are legends and fairy
tales that were just made up by human
invention.

Another source of verification, vali-
dation of the Bible, is archaeology.
Every time there is an archaeological
discovery in the Holy Land, it vali-
dates the Biblical accounts. It never
contradicts the Biblical accounts.

One example from a few decades ago
was the Dead Sea Scrolls. Those were
exactly word for word what other
sources had said was the book of Isa-
iah, the Book of Psalms, other Old Tes-
tament Scriptures, and they were ex-
actly the same. There was a validation
there.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to conclude.
It has been an honor to present this
National Bible Week this week, and for
S0 many years in the past.

I thank my colleagues who were here.
I am thankful for the word of God in
my own life and in the life of this coun-
try, and in the life of my wife and chil-
dren and grandchildren as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
HONORING THE SERVICE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE JENNIFER

WEXTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GROTHMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. BEYER) for 30 minutes.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to help manage the Special Order
hour to recognize our wonderful friend
who is now leaving us in the U.S.
House, Ms. JENNIFER WEXTON. I rise
with respect and admiration and love
for JENNIFER.

Mr. Speaker, I first became aware of
JENNIFER in December of 2013 when she
won a crowded primary to succeed a
State senator who had just been elect-
ed attorney general. I mostly saw her
on local TV, these ads that showed up
again and again.

That was a very cold month and a
very special election. When she won, I
was just starting this race for U.S.
Congress, and she was a real inspira-
tion to me at that very time.

A couple years later, GERRY CON-
NOLLY and I served with Barbara Com-
stock. We were a sometimes good,
sometimes tense team from northern
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Virginia, but we really wanted to take
back the House, and we thought the
best possible candidate to take on Bar-
bara Comstock was this wonderful
State senator from Loudoun County. I
remember calling JENNIFER and saying,
why don’t you—not give up your senate
seat, but jump into this race and take
on Barbara, she has only been in for 2
years.

JENNIFER has the wisdom of a great
politician and knows that timing is ev-
erything in politics. She said, no, abso-
lutely not. Donald Trump went on to
win that election.

Barbara Comstock went on to win it
easily. Maybe a bunch of us got some-
thing started in her mind because 2
years later, there was a tough, six-way
primary, with a number of very good
women in that race, and JENNIFER pre-
vailed in that primary, went on to beat
Barbara with 56 percent, a two-term in-
cumbent. JENNIFER has just been a de-
light and a great resource for Virginia
ever since.

Mr. Speaker, she actually went to
the University of Maryland, but we for-
give her because she went to law school
at William & Mary. She redeemed her-
self. I am very proud to represent her
parents that live in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia.

She has a great husband, two sons.
Somehow, contrary to the two-parent
working families that we have every-
where in America, she was able to work
it out with Andrew so that he would be
the full-time caretaker at home for the
kids, which is relatively unique in cur-
rent American culture, but it worked
beautifully. They got the right people
in the right jobs.

I am also thrilled that for many,
many years, I worked on campaigns
against Frank Wolf who actually was a
distinguished Member of this House,
but I started in 1982 and Frank served
for 34 years.

All that just goes to say that this
district was founded in 1952 at the post-
war expansion. Joel Broyhill won in
1952 and held the seat for 22 years. For
66 years, only 6 of those 66 years was
that seat held by a Democrat; Joe
Fisher was only elected in the Water-
gate landslide of 1974 and ousted in the
Reagan landslide of 1980.

Then, after 66 years, finally, we get
JENNIFER WEXTON who comes back,
turns the seat blue, gives us great rep-
resentation, and I believe she is the
first Loudoun County Member in the
history of the country ever to rep-
resent Loudoun County in the U.S.
Congress.

I have loved working with her, as has
ABIGAIL SPANBERGER, TIM KAINE, MARK
WARNER, GERRY CONNOLLY, all of us
have come together on northern Vir-
ginia issues, and on Virginia issues, to
make enormous progress.

She is tough, but kind, and the
toughness has really come out in the
last year when JENNIFER first believed



December 17, 2024

that she had been diagnosed with Par-
kinson’s. We saw a toughness and a res-
oluteness, but then when that diag-
nosis turned out to be much more seri-
ous, she called all of us to let us know
that she wasn’t quitting, that despite
the, at least short-term, deterioration
in her physical condition, she was reso-
lute.

She was full of courage. She was full
of commitment, and through these
long difficult days, she has been here
every single day, cast every single
vote, been here patiently listening,
contributing whatever she could, using
the latest technology to speak up. With
her aide at her side, she has been a
vital part of this Congress through the
super nuclear policy.

We hate to see her go. It is a great
loss to this institution. It is a loss to
Virginia not to have her in this body.

She wisely looked at the next pri-
mary, the primary to succeed her,
looked at all the different candidates
and chose one that she thought would
best represent her, and I think most
people would believe that he only won
that primary because he was blessed by
JENNIFER WEXTON.

We will all have more to say, but I
yield to our dear friend and colleague
from across the aisle, our just newly
reelected Member from Virginia Beach,
Congresswoman KIGGANS.

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the ca-
reer of my colleague and friend, Con-
gresswoman JENNIFER WEXTON of Vir-
ginia’s Tenth District.

I first met Congresswoman WEXTON
not here in the Halls of Congress, but
when I was elected to the Virginia
State Senate in 2019. I remember the
day that she first came and visited us
on the floor and how she went around
the room, and shook hands with every
member, all 40 of us that day.

While our time in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly did not overlap, her leg-
acy of serving her constituents lived on
in the chamber. When I entered Con-
gress, I was elected as the second of
three Jennifers to be elected to the
118th Congress from Virginia.

I have enjoyed serving alongside
these other two Jens as a member of
the bipartisan Jennifer caucus. Like so
many in Virginia and across the coun-
try, I was saddened by the announce-
ment of Congresswoman WEXTON’s di-
agnosis in September of 2023.

While she announced that she would
not be running for reelection in 2024,
she fought against the odds to fulfill
her commitment to her constituents
and serve for the remainder of the
118th Congress.

She also became an advocate for her
disease process and a loud voice, she
brought awareness to so many of us
here in the House of Representatives.

Members of Congress will oftentimes
stand here on the House floor and talk
of the sacrifices they make to serve
their districts, but Mr. Speaker, you
would be hard-pressed to find someone
who has sacrificed more for her con-
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stituents than Congresswoman WEXTON
has over the past year and a half.
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Rather than leave Congress to spend
time with her family and friends in
northern Virginia, she has remained
here working every day.

Even when her physical voice left
her, she got very creative, and with the
help of technology, has continued to be
a strong advocate for the residents of
Virginia’s 10th District with distinc-
tion.

The impact she left in Richmond and
will leave in Washington is truly im-
pressive and will be remembered by the
citizens of Virginia for years to come.

I thank my friend for her eagerness
to continue serving against all odds
and for her years of selfless sacrifice to
our Commonwealth and to the United
States of America.

She will be missed by our entire Vir-
ginia congressional delegation, and I
know that the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia will be thinking of her and will be
supporting her in the future.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for staying late and
for her thoughtful remarks.

I yield to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ScoTT), the dean of the Vir-
ginia delegation, recently reelected by
the steering committee this afternoon,
and hopefully to be the next ranking
member of the Education and the
Workforce Committee.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for organizing
this Special Order hour and giving us
an opportunity to say some nice things
about our good friend JENNIFER
WEXTON. She is retiring after many
yvears of dedicated service to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia and our Nation.

Since joining the House in 2019, JEN-
NIFER has been a relentless advocate
for her constituents and a champion
for equality, justice, and fairness.

Before serving in Congress, she was a
leader in the Virginia State Senate
where she led gun safety initiatives,
expanded access to healthcare, and sup-
ported public education. Her legal
background as both a prosecutor and
an advocate for survivors of domestic
violence still provides an important
perspective to her service.

During her time here in Congress, she
has fought for working families, repro-
ductive rights, and transportation im-
provements. She has worked to expand
broadband access, protect voting
rights, and advance climate initiatives.
During a time of bitter partisanship,
JENNIFER has also focused on bipar-
tisan cooperation in working across
the aisle to bring people together.

Beyond her legislative accomplish-
ments, her courage and resilience in
facing her personal health challenges
while continuing to serve her constitu-
ents exemplifies her strength, char-
acter, and grace. She is an inspiration
to everyone who serves in this Cham-
ber and many others across the coun-
try.
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She has also placed a much-needed
spotlight on the need for Congress to
invest more resources in combating
Parkinson’s and other related
neurodegenerative diseases.

As the dean of the delegation, I know
as the gentlewoman from Virginia
(Mrs. KIGGANS) has just said, I know we
will all miss her here in Congress, and
I join a chorus of voices thanking her
for her service, determination, and
dedication to the Commonwealth of
Virginia and to our Nation. Thank you,
JENNIFER, for your dedication.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman once again for staying
late and for his 32 years of service just
in this institution not counting all the
others.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Ms.
SPANBERGER), a force of nature and
who many of us hope will be the first
woman Governor in Virginia’s history.

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding and
for the opportunity to celebrate the ex-
traordinary work and the extraor-
dinary example of our dear Congress-
woman JENNIFER WEXTON.

I first had the experience of seeing
JENNIFER when she was a State senator
at an equal rights amendment event. 1
was a mom, a former public servant. I
had just moved back home to Virginia,
and I was at this advocacy day to see
what was happening at the general as-
sembly to see the good work of so
many people who have become friends
of mine.

I saw this woman with this beautiful,
long hair and this effusive control of
the room. She was talking about Vir-
ginia’s role, and ultimately the goal
that would be achieved, the goal of en-
suring that Virginia became one of the
States—at that time one of the final
three required States—to ratify the
equal rights amendment. Ultimately,
Virginia became the last, the nec-
essary.

I remember watching her speak full
of vibrance and joy and humanity and
humility, and I thought she is amazing.
Little did I know that not only would
she continue to be an example for me
but that she would be a friend and
someone who I would look up to
throughout my time here in Congress.

What I know to be true about JEN-
NIFER is she is an extraordinarily
witty, sometimes sassy, and devoted
colleague. For those who have the
pleasure of knowing JENNIFER, you bet-
ter know your facts, your details, your
information, and be ready because just
when you think you are having a seri-
ous-minded conversation about a seri-
ous topic she will come right into the
conversation with her perspective. She
is whip smart, and she is funny.

Even as this disease, this PSP, has
taken her voice, for anybody on a text
chain or anyone who is next to her and
her technological devices, her wit is
there, her wit is fierce, and it is ex-
traordinary to see how she continues
both to do the work for the people of
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Virginia’s 10th District but also to be a
caring, focused peer and mentor to so
many of us.

I am wearing this scarf today because
while I met her many years ago when
she was in the State senate, where we
really became friends was when we
were both running for Congress in 2018.
This scarf shows so many of us who
were on the ballot that year. There is a
picture of JENNIFER right here with her
gorgeous, long hair and bright smile
that shows her as I know her to be
right focused, thoughtful, and peering
straight forward even in this drawing
that is on a silk scarf. Her stare and
her focus is clear.

Since the first day that we all ar-
rived here, so many in our class didn’t
come from state legislatures, they
came from a variety of backgrounds
bringing different expertise, different
types of passion to our work in the
Halls of Congress, and at times it was
JENNIFER who chose to kind of herd the
cats of the class of 2018, making sure
that we were getting some of the proce-
dural language correct, making sure
that we were kind of seeing the forest
through the trees.

For me as a mother with three young
daughters, our friendship grew as I
have watched her navigate being a
mother to two teenage boys, as we
talked about the types of television
commercials to do along the way. I saw
her, I would say, essential minivan
commercial which is like everything
you ever want to see or need to see
about moms and politics just getting it
all done. I have been grateful for her
friendship. It has been amazing to see
you lead by example.

It has been amazing to see you fight
for what you believe in. It has been
amazing to see you live every single
day full of vim, full of vigor and with
deep, deep humility and a focus on
serving others.

I want to continue focusing on all of
your extraordinary bright spots, but I
do think it is important to note that so
many other people in your shoes, so
many other people were they facing
any type of challenge, let alone the
health challenge that you face, would
have made different decisions, would
have stepped away. The fact that while
you are in the fight of your life you
have continued to fight for others, you
have continued to be here day in and
day out, you have continued to vote for
your constituents, to work for your
constituents, and lead by your extraor-
dinary example, it means a lot to all of
us. I know it means a lot to your con-
stituents. I think you are teaching us
all a lesson every single day that you
show up and that you do the good
work.

The team you have built and the ex-
traordinary people who spend their
days learning from you and learning
with you will continue forward to do
right hopefully by the Commonwealth
of Virginia or in whatever other paths
of public service they may pursue.

JENNIFER, as a friend, I am grateful
for you. As a colleague, I have learned
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so much from you. As a woman in poli-
tics and as a mom you have been an ex-
traordinary example for so many of us.
I love you so, so very much. I look for-
ward to continuing to celebrate you
into the future, and I hope that by the
end of this week we actually get a CR
done on time so you can begin enjoying
your retirement, my darling friend.
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Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman SPANBERGER very
much for speaking from the heart, as
she always does.

I want to put just a little more con-
text into Ms. WEXTON also because
Congressman ScOTT mentioned that
she had been a prosecutor. She was ac-
tually deputy Commonwealth attorney
for 4 or 5 years in the early 2000s, with
a number of major cases to her credit
that she had prosecuted.

When she got to the Virginia Senate,
she was one of the real champions for
the Medicaid expansion because we had
made that possible, but it had to be
adopted State by State. It was JEN-
NIFER’s leadership in the State Senate
that made that huge difference. She es-
pecially fought for people with disabil-
ities.

Interestingly, when she was elected
in 2018, we are very proud that was the
day that JENNIFER WEXTON, ABIGAIL
SPANBERGER, and Ms. Luria, three Vir-
ginia women, took back the TU.S.
House.

She was the first Member ever to put
a transgender flag on the door of her
office. This is a difficult thing even
today, but then it was spectacular.

Most of us here have been involved in
suicide prevention for a long time.
When you realize that perhaps 75 to 80
percent of transgender teenagers have
major suicide ideation, this was a bold
and very loving thing to do.

I am particularly impressed because
JENNIFER came with Abby, her chief of
staff, the only chief of staff. This is an
office famous for very low turnover be-
cause they all are dedicated and de-
voted to JENNIFER. JENNIFER even gra-
ciously has given Abby to her suc-
cessor. She will be here to keep the
10th District running well.

Most people don’t know this, but she
is a proud citizen, an American of
Italian heritage. She was born Jennifer
Tosini. In a place run by NANCY PELOSI
for all those decades, this was a very
smart thing to be an Italian American
here.

Her birthday is May 27, which means
probably once every 6 years, her birth-
day is on Memorial Day, which is a
very good thing, a time when we me-
morialize everyone who sacrificed for
our country.

JENNIFER, I don’t want to give away
your birth year.

She was born in those tragic weeks
between the assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Bobby Kennedy.

I know that you were just a baby, but
I sometimes think that, on some level,
that notion of being born into the her-
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itage of two of the great public serv-
ants, the great martyrs, the great peo-
ple who lived their lives to serve others
became part of who you are all your
life.

I think that BOBBY SCOTT probably
said it best. You are a woman of
strength, character, and grace. I think
I speak for all Virginians, maybe all
Americans, in thanking you for your
wonderful, grateful years of service for
the people of Virginia and for all Amer-
icans.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, before
yielding back, I would like to point out
that JENNIFER WEXTON did an eloquent,
beautiful speech today in the Virginia
House. It is available on her Twitter
account or her X account,
@RepWexton.

To all of you watching, please look at
this speech. That will be so much bet-
ter than anything that we would have
said tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT ON
THE INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025,
SUBMITTED BY MR. TURNER,
CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE

The following is the Explanatory State-
ment to accompany the Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (‘‘the Act’’),
which has been included as Division F of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2025. The Explanatory Statement
reflects the result of negotiations between
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
and the House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence (together, ‘‘the Commit-
tees”’). The Explanatory Statement shall
have the same effect with respect to the im-
plementation of the Act as if it were a joint
explanatory statement of a conference com-
mittee.

The classified nature of U.S. intelligence
activities prevents the Committees from
publicly disclosing many details concerning
their final decisions regarding funding levels
and policy direction. Therefore, the Commit-
tees have prepared a classified annex—re-
ferred to here and within the annex itself as
‘“‘the Agreement’”’—that contains a classified
Schedule of Authorizations and describes in
detail the scope and intent of the Commit-
tees’ actions.

The Agreement authorizes the Intelligence
Community to obligate and expend funds as
requested in the President’s budget and as
modified by the classified Schedule of Au-
thorizations, subject to applicable re-
programming procedures.

The classified Schedule of Authorizations
is incorporated into the Act pursuant to Sec-
tion 6102 of the Act. It has the status of law.
The Agreement supplements and adds detail
to clarify the authorization levels found in
the Act and in the classified Schedule of Au-
thorizations.

This Explanatory Statement incorporates
by reference, and the Executive Branch shall
comply with, all direction contained in the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Re-
port to accompany the Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (S. Rept. 118
181) and in the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence Report to accompany
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
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Year 2025 (H. Rept. 118-662). The Agreement
supersedes all classified direction in the clas-
sified annexes to accompany S. Rept. 118-181
and H. Rept. 118-662 related to programs and
activities authorized by the Schedule of Au-
thorization.

The Executive Branch is further directed
as follows:

STUDY ON THREATS POSED BY CITIZENSHIP-BY-
INVESTMENT PROGRAMS

The Committees are concerned with the
threats to the United States posed by citi-
zenship-by-investment programs operated by
foreign governments. A recent Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF) and Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) report highlighted the ease of iden-
tity laundering, bribery and corruption that
result from these programs, as well as the
freedom of movement offered to malign ac-
tors, sanctioned individuals, weapons and
human traffickers, and terrorists. The FATF
and OECD report noted that these programs
“make it challenging for compliance profes-
sionals at [financial institutions] or other
businesses to engage in accurate due dili-
gence,” undermine visa controls and sanc-
tions enforcement, and facilitate the move-
ment of individuals who have violated the
law to other jurisdictions to avoid arrest.

The Committees therefore direct the Di-
rector of National Intelligence (DNI), in co-
ordination with the Assistant Secretary for
Intelligence and Analysis of the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury and the heads of any
other elements of the Intelligence Commu-
nity the Director considers appropriate, not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, to submit to the Com-
mittees a study on the threat posed to the
United States by foreign citizenship-by-in-
vestment programs and the investments al-
lowed under such programs; and provide to
the committees a briefing on the results of
the study.

The study shall include the following:

1. A detailed description of the threats
posed to the national security of the United
States by citizenship-by-investment pro-
grams;

2. The types of investments or contribu-
tions which an individual may make in ex-
change for citizenship under a foreign gov-
ernment’s citizenship-by-investment pro-
gram, including investments in, or donations
or transfers to, the government of a foreign
country or any person, business, or entity in
such foreign country, or for the benefit of a
foreign country;

3. The use of such programs to evade sanc-
tions or taxes, facilitate or finance crimes
related to national security, including ter-
rorism, weapons trafficking or proliferation,
cybercrime, drug trafficking, human traf-
ficking, and espionage, or any other activity
which furthers the interests of a foreign ad-
versary or undermines the integrity of the
immigration laws or security of the United
States, or undermines the United States and
its interests through any other means identi-
fied by the Director;

4. The foreign countries whose citizenship-
by-investment programs pose the greatest
threat to the national security of the United
States;

5. Recommendations for any additional re-
sources or authorities necessary to counter
such threats; and

6. A description of opportunities to counter
such threats.

STUDY ON THREAT POSED BY FOREIGN INVEST-

MENT IN UNITED STATES AGRICULTURAL LAND

The Committees note that foreign owner-
ship and investment in TU.S. agricultural
land—which includes farmland, pastures, and
forest land—has grown almost 50% since 2017,
according to the U.S. Department of Agri-
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culture (USDA). While foreign investors in

U.S. agricultural land are required to submit

forms describing their transactions to USDA

by the Agricultural Foreign Investment Dis-
closure Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. §3501) (AFIDA),

AFIDA was not designed to identify poten-

tial national security concerns.

The Committees therefore direct the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, in coordination with the elements of
the Intelligence Community the Director
considers appropriate, not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, to (1) submit to the Committees a study
on the threat posed to the United States by
foreign investment in agricultural land in
the United States, and (2) provide to the
committees a briefing on the results of the
study.

The study shall include the following:

1. Data and an analysis of agricultural land
holdings, including current and previous uses
of the land disaggregated by sector and in-
dustry, held by a foreign person from a coun-
try identified as a country that poses a risk
to the national security of the United States
in the most recent annual report on world-
wide threats issued by the Director pursuant
to section 108B of the National Security Act
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. §3043b) (commonly known
as the ‘““Annual Threat Assessment’’), a non-
market economy country, or any other coun-
try that the Director determines to be appro-
priate;

2. An analysis of the proximity of the agri-
cultural land holdings to critical infrastruc-
ture and military installations;

3. An assessment of the threats posed to
the national security of the United States by
malign actors that use foreign investment in
agricultural land in the United States;

4. An assessment of warning indicators and
methods by which to detect potential threats
from the use by foreign adversaries of agri-
cultural products for nefarious ends; and

5. An assessment of additional resources or
authorities necessary to counter threats
identified during the study.

INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT OF ECONOMIC COER-
CION BY THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN
THE INDO-PACIFIC REGION
The Committees direct that, not later than

180 days after the date of the enactment of

this Act, the Assistant Secretary of State for

Intelligence and Research shall submit a

classified intelligence assessment to the

Committees that (1) outlines economic coer-

cion efforts by the People’s Republic of

China in the Indo-Pacific region, and (2) de-

scribes measures that have been, or could be,

taken to enhance the resilience of countries
in the region to such coercion.
CLASSIFIED ANNEX TO REPORT ON MISSION
EFFECT OF CIVILIAN HARM

Section 6323 of the Act requires the DNI,
acting through the National Intelligence
Council, to submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report examining
the extent to which civilian harm that oc-
curs during counterterrorism operations in-
forms analyses of the Intelligence Commu-
nity on the mission success of campaigns to
degrade, disrupt, or defeat foreign terrorist
organizations.

The Committees direct that this report in-
clude a classified annex, to be submitted to
the Committees, that provides an inventory
of (1) collection gaps and challenges that
may affect the analysis of the success or fail-
ure of campaigns against terrorist groups,
and (2) actions taken by the DNI to mitigate
such gaps and challenges.

REPORT ON ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL INTEL-
LIGENCE CENTER DEDICATED TO STRATEGIC
COMPETITION
Section 6307 of the Act, among other

things, codifies the National Intelligence
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Management Council and expresses the sense
of Congress that the DNI should create a role
in the Council for a National Intelligence
Manager dedicated to the People’s Republic
of China.

The Committees direct the DNI, not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, and in consultation with the
heads of elements of the Intelligence Com-
munity determined appropriate by the Direc-
tor, to submit to the Committees a report
that examines the potential effects of estab-
lishing a new national intelligence center
dedicated to strategic competition, which
would:

1. Integrate all-source intelligence on the
plans and intentions of strategic competi-
tors;

2. Synchronize intelligence collection ef-
forts among the elements of the Intelligence
Community;

3. Optimize resource investments made by
elements of the Intelligence Community in
support of strategic competition;

4. Integrate the work of other national in-
telligence centers that is relevant to stra-
tegic competition; and

5. Inform the President, Congress, and
other policymakers as they craft and execute
the United States’ approach to strategic
competition.

The report shall seek to incorporate les-
sons learned from previous Intelligence Com-
munity reorganizations, including those un-
dertaken pursuant to the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004
(P.L. 108-458). The report shall be submitted
in unclassified form, but may include a clas-
sified annex.

NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE WORKFORCE

The Committees’ find that—

1. From its inception, the National Recon-
naissance Office (NRO) has met joint
warfighter requirements because of a work-
force that includes Intelligence Community
and Department of Defense civilians and uni-
formed service members;

2. The NRO has achieved success, in part,
because the Department of Defense has con-
sistently fulfilled its longstanding commit-
ment to assign Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
and Guardians to positions at the NRO;

3. The NRO is negatively affected—and its
ability to meet warfighter requirements di-
minished—when the United States Space
Force does not assign Guardians to the NRO
at a rate that meets the NRO requirements;

4. The NRO and the Space Force jointly
benefit from Guardian assignments at the
NRO; and

5. The NRO and Space Force are negatively
affected by the Space Force’s uneven empha-
sis on developing space operators without
similar emphasis on developing Guardians
with space acquisition and engineering ex-
pertise.

Therefore, the Committees direct the DNI
and the heads of any other departments and
agencies the Director deems relevant to pro-
vide quarterly updates to the appropriate
congressional committees on the status of
the Department of Defense fulfilling its com-
mitment to assign uniformed personnel to
the NRO.

INCREASED EFFORT AND RESOURCES IN THE

FIELD OF GEOMATICS

The Committees find that—

1. The Intelligence Community and the
broader United States Government require
professionals with advanced training in
geomatics and geodesy, and the preservation
of these skillsets is crucial to advancing
geospatial intelligence tradecraft for the
United States for national security and mili-
tary operations;

2. The Intelligence Community should use
existing authorities to engage in novel ways
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with academic and industry partners to en-
sure the Intelligence Community’s demand
signal for geomatics and geodesy profes-
sionals is received by the largest possible
number of United States citizens while also
seeking to foster a culture of academic ex-
cellence and research to propel the field of
geomatics forward at the pace of innovation;

3. By engaging with academic and industry
partners, the Intelligence Community can
help speed the reversal of the current trend
wherein the United States not only produces
fewer geomatics scientists and engineers
compared to its global competitors and po-
tential adversaries, but such competitors
and adversaries also provide them with
training and expertise that could be used
against the United States;

4. There is abundant opportunity for the
Intelligence Community to advance its grow-
ing need for geomatics and geodesy profes-
sionals by partnering with American univer-
sities and researchers with proven experience
in diverse fields who can lead the way to
solving the United States most vexing
geomatics challenges; and

5. The Intelligence Community must bal-
ance the increasing demand for recruiting
the best geomatics and geodesy talent while
still ensuring a dedicated and patriotic
workforce with allegiance to the Constitu-
tion and the United States Government.

———

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 1097. An act to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Everett Alvarez, Jr., in rec-
ognition of his service to the Nation.

H.R. 3254. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish a process to
review applications for certain grants to pur-
chase equipment or systems that do not
meet or exceed any applicable national vol-
untary consensus standards, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3797. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide an alter-
native manner of furnishing certain health
insurance coverage statements to individ-
uals.

H.R. 3801. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to streamline and im-
prove the employer reporting process relat-
ing to health insurance coverage and to pro-
tect dependent privacy.

H.R. 5301. An act to amend title 31, United
States Code, to require agencies to include a
list of outdated or duplicative reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifications,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 6829. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to authorize and support
the creation and dissemination of cardio-
myopathy education, awareness, and risk as-
sessment materials and resources to identify
more at-risk families, to authorize research
and surveillance activities relating to car-
diomyopathy, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6960. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize the Emer-
gency Medical Services for Children pro-
gram.

H.R. 7872. An act to amend the Colorado
River Basin Salinity Control Act to modify
certain requirements applicable to salinity
control units, and for other purposes.

——————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:
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S. 4199.—An act to authorize additional
district judges for the district courts and
convert temporary judgeships.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker,
that the House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 44 minutes

I move

p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, December 18, 2024, at 10

a.m. for morning-hour debate.

———

BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS OF THE OFFICE
OF CONGRESSIONAL WORKPLACE
RIGHTS

U.S. CONGRESS, OFFICE OF CONGRES-
SIONAL WORKPLACE RIGHTS,
Washington, DC, December 17, 2024.

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,

Speaker of the House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.

Re Biennial Report from the Office of Con-

gressional Workplace Rights

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Section 102(b) of the
Congressional Accountability Act of 1995
(CAA) requires the Board of Directors of the
Office of Congressional Workplace Rights
(OCWR) to biennially submit a report con-
taining recommendations regarding the ap-
plicability of Federal workplace rights, safe-
ty and health, and public access laws and
regulations to the legislative branch. The
purpose of this report is to ensure that the
rights afforded by the CAA to legislative
branch employees and visitors to Capitol
Hill and district and state offices remain
equivalent to those in the private sector and
the executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment. As such, these recommendations sup-
port the intent of Congress to keep pace with
advances in workplace rights and public ac-
cess laws.

Accompanying this letter is a copy of the
Board’s Section 102(b) report for the 119th
Congress. The Board welcomes discussion on
these issues and urges that Congress act on
these important recommendations. As re-
quired by the CAA, we request that this pub-
lication be printed in the Congressional
Record and referred to the Committee on
House Administration as the committee of
the U.S. House of Representatives with juris-
diction.

Sincerely,
MARTIN J. CRANE,
Ezxecutive Director,
Office of Congressional Workplace Rights.

Attachment.

BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRES-
SIONAL WORKPLACE RIGHTS

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVE-
MENTS TO THE CONGRESSIONAL AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT

Required by Section 102(b) of the
Congressional Accountability Act
Issued at the Conclusion of the 118th Con-

gress for Consideration by the 119th Con-

gress

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Office of Congressional Workplace
Rights (OCWR) Board of Directors submits
this report to Congress pursuant to section
102(b) of the Congressional Accountability
Act (CAA). In accordance with the CAA, the
Board is to provide each Congress with rec-
ommendations regarding the applicability to
the legislative branch of federal workplace
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rights, safety and health, and public access
laws and regulations. The Board’s fulfillment
of this requirement provides Congress with
information and recommendations necessary
to ensure parity between the rights and pro-
tections applied to the legislative branch
and those applied to the executive branch
and the private sector.

Currently executive branch and private
employees have protections and rights that
legislative branch employees do not have. In
this report, the Board addresses and rec-
ommends changes to the CAA’s substantive
protections and obligations and to the nec-
essary implementing procedures and regula-
tions. Adoption of these recommendations
would ensure that Congress meets the goal
that it set for itself: to apply to the legisla-
tive branch those workplace rights and obli-
gations that it has applied to the executive
branch and the private sector. The following
is a summary of the Board’s recommenda-
tions:

Create Parity with the Executive Branch and
the Private Sector

Require legislative branch offices to main-
tain records of workplace injuries and ill-
nesses.

Provide comparable parental bereavement
leave for legislative branch employees.

Provide comparable nursing protections
for legislative branch employees.

Provide comparable religious compen-
satory time for all legislative branch em-
ployees.

Provide comparable whistleblower protec-
tions to legislative branch employees.

Provide comparable protections from re-
taliation for non-employees under the CAA’s
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) pub-
lic access provisions.

Provide comparable protections for legisla-
tive branch employees who serve on jury
duty, declare bankruptcy, or have their
wages garnished.

Require legislative branch offices to main-
tain records required under other federal
workplace rights laws.

Improve Implementation of Existing Rights
to Ensure Parity

Empower the OCWR General Counsel to
seek a court order to temporarily enjoin un-
fair labor practices.

Allow disclosure of proceedings involving
disability-related public access and labor-
management issues.

Approve pending OCWR regulations in the
legislative branch, including:

Fair Labor Standards Act regulations re-
lated to overtime pay.

Family and Medical Leave Act regulations
related to paid parental leave and leave ben-
efits for servicemembers and their families.

Federal Service Labor-Management Rela-
tions Statute regulations related to collec-
tive bargaining in the legislative branch.

Uniformed Services Employment and Re-
employment Rights Act regulations related
to workplace protections for
servicemembers.

Americans with Disabilities Act regula-
tions related to public access to facilities.

Fair Chance to Compete for Jobs Act regu-
lations related to protections for job appli-
cants in the legislative branch.

More information about the Board’s rec-
ommendations can be found on OCWR’s
website at www.ocwr.gov.

STATEMENT FROM THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

In 2025, the Office of Congressional Work-
place Rights (OCWR) celebrates the 30th an-
niversary of the passage of the Congressional
Accountability Act (CAA), which was en-
acted by Congress in 1995 with nearly unani-
mous approval. This milestone anniversary
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marks the establishment of OCWR and re-
flects the steadfast commitment of Congress
to the American public that it will apply to
itself labor, employment, accessibility, and
health and safety laws on par with those
that apply to the executive branch and the
private sector.

This commitment is an ongoing one. To
ensure that it continues to be fulfilled, sec-
tion 102 of the CAA, 2 U.S.C. §1302, requires
the Board of Directors of OCWR to issue a re-
port to each Congress that describes: (1) to
what degree such provisions of federal law
are applicable or inapplicable to the legisla-
tive branch; and (2) whether any inapplicable
provisions should be made applicable.

The Board believes that now is the time to
celebrate the many accomplishments that
Congress has made in the area of workplace
rights and to acknowledge the many rec-
ommendations in previous Section 102(b) Re-
ports that Congress has adopted. However,
much work remains. We highlight in this
Section 102(b) Report additional rec-
ommendations for amendments to the CAA
to apply to the congressional workplace em-
ployee protections applicable to the execu-
tive branch or the private sector, as well as
key recommendations that the Board has
made in past Section 102(b) Reports that
have not yet been implemented.

On the eve of this historic milestone, we
are pleased to submit to Congress these 2024
biennial recommendations for amendments
to the CAA. We welcome the opportunity to
further discuss these recommendations and
ask for careful consideration of them by the
119th Congress.

Sincerely,

BARBARA CHILDS WALLACE,

Chair, Board of Direc-
tors.

BARBARA L. CAMENS,

ALAN V. FRIEDMAN,

ROBERTA L. HOLZWARTH,

SUSAN S. ROBFOGEL,
Members.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 119th
CONGRESS

I. Create Parity with the Executive Branch
and the Private Sector

A. Require Legislative Branch Offices to
Maintain Records of Workplace Injuries
and Illnesses to Ensure Workplace Safety

The Board has long recommended amend-
ing the CAA to apply the critical record-
keeping requirements of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act (OSH Act) to the con-
gressional workplace. Under the CAA, Con-
gress and its instrumentalities are exempt
from critical OSH Act requirements that
apply to the private sector, including section
8(c) of the OSH Act which requires employers
to make, keep and preserve, and provide,
upon request, records necessary and appro-
priate for the enforcement of the OSH Act
(29 U.S.C. §657(c)).

In enacting the OSH Act, Congress recog-
nized that “[flull and accurate information
is a fundamental precondition for meaning-
ful administration of an occupational safety
and health program.’’! Congress observed
that a recordkeeping requirement should be
included in that legislation because ‘‘the
Federal government and most of the states
have inadequate information on the inci-
dence, nature, or causes of occupational inju-
ries, illnesses, and deaths.”’ 2

Without access to such information, OCWR
is unable to effectively enforce several crit-
ical safety and health standards within the
legislative branch. For example, substantive
occupational safety and health standards
concerning asbestos in the workplace, pro-
viding employees with safety information re-
garding hazardous chemicals in their work-
spaces, and emergency response procedures
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in the event of the release of hazardous

chemicals all rely on accurate recordkeeping

to ensure that employees are not exposed to
hazardous materials or conditions. But be-

cause the CAA does not contain section 8(c)’s

recordkeeping requirements, employing of-

fices may contend that they are not required
to maintain or submit such records to OCWR
for review.

Moreover, without the benefit of section
8(c) authority, OCWR is also hampered in its
ability to access records needed to develop
information regarding the causes and pre-
vention of occupational injuries and ill-
nesses. As the Department of Labor recog-
nized, ‘‘Analysis of the data is a widely rec-
ognized method for discovering workplace
safety and health problems and tracking
progress in solving these problems.”’ 3

Recordkeeping improves safety. When con-
ducting inspections of employers in the pri-
vate sector, inspectors routinely request to
view records of workplace injuries and ill-
nesses at the outset of the inspection. This
helps inspectors improve the focus of their
inspection. For instance, if the records con-
tain multiple instances of a particular type
of injury, this may indicate to the inspector
to investigate specific equipment and work
processes that may have given rise to those
injuries. Relatedly, if the records show that
multiple employees have experienced similar
work-related illnesses, this may indicate to
the inspector a possible exposure to a haz-
ardous substance in the workplace. In short,
these records help inspectors determine
which hazards may exist in the workplace
and whether different controls or personal
protective equipment (PPE) might reduce in-
juries and illnesses.

Because Congress is exempt from these
recordkeeping requirements, OCWR occupa-
tional safety and health (OSH) inspectors—
who are statutorily charged with annually
inspecting the congressional campus to en-
sure workplace safety—are dependent on vol-
untary reporting by employees and employ-
ing offices to determine the types of injuries
or illnesses that congressional workplaces
are experiencing. From OCWR’s experience,
voluntary reporting is often insufficient to
produce a comprehensive record of incidents.

The consequences of a lack of record-
keeping requirements were demonstrated
during OCWR’s investigation of occupational
safety and health concerns arising out of the
events of January 6, 2021. As an essential
part of OCWR’s OSH investigation of the
events that day, the OCWR Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel requested that the USCP iden-
tify the types and causes of injuries sus-
tained by United States Capitol Police
(USCP) officers. However, because the USCP
was not required to maintain a list of em-
ployees injured under the provisions of the
OSH Act, as applied by the CAA, the infor-
mation provided by the USCP was so lacking
in detail, particularly as to the specific
causes of the described injuries, that it was
impossible for the General Counsel to deter-
mine precisely how each of these employees
were injured.? As a result, OCWR’s ability to
prescribe appropriate remedies to keep the
congressional workplace safe was severely
hampered.

Accordingly, the Board again strongly rec-
ommends—as it has for years—that legisla-
tive branch employing offices be required to
maintain records of workplace injuries and
illnesses under OSH Act section 8(c). As dem-
onstrated from experience, workplace injury
and illness recordkeeping is essential to en-
suring safety and health in the congressional
workplace.

B. Provide Comparable Parental Bereave-
ment Leave for Legislative Branch Em-
ployees

The National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2022 amended the provisions
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of the Family and Medical Leave Act

(FMLA) to establish a new paid leave cat-

egory for most federal civilian employees,

which was codified in title 5 FMLA (5 U.S.C.

§6329d). Under section 6329d, executive

branch employees are entitled to 2 work-

weeks of paid parental bereavement leave in
connection with the death of an employee’s
child.

However, because legislative branch em-
ployees are not governed by the provisions of
title 5 FMLA, but are instead covered by
title 29 FMLA, as applied by the CAA, they
are not covered by this important workplace
benefit.

The Board recommends that the CAA be
amended to provide paid parental bereave-
ment leave for legislative branch employees.
Such an amendment would help balance
work and family responsibilities by allowing
employees to take reasonable paid leave in
the catastrophic circumstance of the death
of a child and would ensure parity between
the legislative and executive branches.

C. Provide Comparable Nursing Protections
for Legislative Branch Employees

In December 2022, Congress passed into law
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023
(H.R. 2617), which included the language of
the Providing Urgent Maternal Protections
for Nursing Mothers Act (or “PUMP for
Nursing Mothers Act’”). The PUMP Act
amended the Fair Labor Standards Act
(FLSA) to expand protections for nursing
employees. These employees are now enti-
tled to reasonable break time and a private
space to pump at work for up to 1 year after
their child’s birth.

Under the CAA, only certain sections of
the FLSA apply to the legislative branch—
specifically, sections 206, 207, and 212. Prior
to the adoption of the PUMP Act, protec-
tions for nursing employees were included in
section 207(r) of the FLSA. The PUMP Act
struck section 207(r) and created a new sec-
tion—section 218d—to contain the expanded
protections. In striking section 207(r) from
the FLSA and failing to amend the CAA to
apply section 218d to the legislative branch,
Congress removed the existing protections
for legislative branch employees and failed
to provide them the new protections.

Since 2022, Congress has introduced several
technical amendment bills to apply the
PUMP Act protections to the legislative
branch.5 The Board believes that the protec-
tions of the PUMP Act should apply to legis-
lative branch employees and urges Congress
to amend the CAA so that section 218d of the
FLSA applies to the legislative branch. Such
an amendment would ensure that the rights
and protections of nursing employees in the
legislative branch are equivalent to those of
nursing employees in the executive branch
and the private sector.

D. Provide Comparable Religious Compen-
satory Time for all Legislative Branch
Employees

In 1978, to further the free exercise of reli-
gious beliefs by federal employees, Congress
amended title 5 of the U.S. Code to establish
a system of religious compensatory time off
(6 U.S.C. §5550a). Section 5550a requires exec-
utive agencies, military departments, judi-
cial branch agencies, the Library of Con-
gress, the Botanic Garden, the Office of the
Architect of the Capitol, and the government
of the District of Columbia to allow employ-
ees whose personal religious beliefs require
them to abstain from work at certain times
of the workday or workweek to work alter-
nate work hours so that the employees can
meet their religious obligations.

Although some legislative branch employ-
ees are covered by section 5550a, a substan-
tial number—including those who work in of-
fices in the House and Senate, the Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO), the Government
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Publishing Office (GPO), and OCWR—are not.
As a result, a substantial number of legisla-
tive branch employees are not currently en-
titled to section 5550a’s benefits and protec-
tions, despite the intent of Congress that
section 5550a benefit all federal employees.6

The Board recommends that Congress
amend the CAA to include section 5550a,
thereby providing parity to all legislative
branch employees regarding their ability to
work alternate work hours so that they can
meet their religious obligations. Such an
amendment would enable legislative branch
employees, especially those of minority
faiths, to exercise their religious beliefs
without being forced to lose a portion of
their pay or use annual or other leave. And
it would help ensure that all legislative
branch employees ‘‘are treated equally, re-
gardless of their religion, and to make sure
that no [legislative branch] employee is
discriminatorily or unnecessarily penalized
because of their devotion to their faith.””7
E. Provide Comparable Whistleblower Pro-

tections to Legislative Branch Employees

Federal law provides broad employment
protections to executive branch employees
who disclose information that the whistle-
blower reasonably believes evidences (1) a
violation of any law, rule, or regulation; (2)
gross mismanagement; (3) gross waste of
funds; (4) abuse of authority; or (5) a sub-
stantial and specific danger to public health
and safety.8 However, there are no analogous
protections for legislative branch employees,
even for those who would raise an issue with
a committee of jurisdiction or other appro-
priate legislative branch official. This lack
of statutory protection leaves legislative
branch employees, who would otherwise pro-
vide critical information, at risk for retalia-
tion. The absence of whistleblower protec-
tions also risks depriving Congress of infor-
mation it needs to oversee the entirety of
the legislative branch in the public interest.

Statutory protections for legislative
branch employees who disclose evidence of
wrongdoing must be carefully drafted in
light of the special constitutional role of
Congress as the nation’s forum for robust
policy debate. To be effective, such protec-
tions must respect important legislative
branch prerogatives, accommodate the need
for confidentiality during congressional de-
liberations, and, more generally, protect the
necessary confidentiality of sensitive infor-
mation handled in many contexts across the
legislative branch. Effective whistleblower
protections must account for the wide range
of workplace environments and job func-
tions, from librarians to landscapers to law
enforcement officers to committee staff, and
accommodate the concerns unique to each
position.

To achieve these important ends, the
Board recommends that Congress amend the
CAA to protect and provide parity to legisla-
tive branch employees who make whistle-
blower disclosures to officials or entities spe-
cifically designated to receive such disclo-
sures, such as an instrumentality’s Inspector
General or an appropriate committee of ju-
risdiction. This approach would parallel laws
in the executive branch designed to protect
whistleblowers who work in special environ-
ments, who must also follow specific proce-
dures to make protected disclosures to des-
ignated individuals or entities through des-
ignated channels.?

To facilitate compliance with the rec-
ommended whistleblower protections, the
Board further recommends that OCWR be
granted investigatory and prosecutorial au-
thority over whistleblower reprisal com-
plaints, by incorporating into the CAA au-
thority analogous to that granted to the Of-
fice of Special Counsel for executive branch
claims.
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F. Provide Comparable Protections from Re-
taliation for Non-Employees under the
CAA’s ADA Public Access Provisions

The Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (ADA) is unique among the laws applied
by the CAA as it affords protections to mem-
bers of the public as well as to employees.
The rights and protections for the public are
found in section 210 of the CAA (2 U.S.C.
§1331), which incorporates titles II and III of
the ADA. Section 210 requires that legisla-
tive branch employing offices make their
public services, programs, and activities—as
well as the facilities where these services,
programs, and activities are provided—acces-
sible to individuals with disabilities.

Section 208 of the CAA, 2 U.S.C. §1317, pro-
hibits employing offices from intimidating,
retaliating against, or discriminating
against employees who exercise their rights
under the CAA. However, section 208 does not
authorize ADA retaliation claims by mem-
bers of the public who are not covered em-
ployees.

Section 503 of the ADA (42 U.S.C. §12203)
prohibits retaliation, interference, coercion,
or intimidation against ‘‘any individual’’ re-
lating to exercising their rights under the
ADA’s public access provisions. Although
section 503 covers both the public and pri-
vate sectors, that section is not incorporated
by the CAA, and thus does not apply to the
legislative branch. Therefore, non-employee
members of the public are unable to bring
ADA retaliation claims under the CAA.

This parity gap is contrary to the purpose
of the CAA and deters members of the public
with disabilities from asserting their rights
under the ADA in the legislative branch. Ac-
cordingly, the Board recommends that the
CAA be amended to incorporate the ADA’s
section 503 anti-retaliation provisions.

G. Provide Comparable Protections for Legis-
lative Branch Employees Who Serve on
Jury Duty

Jury duty is a fundamental civic responsi-
bility. Section 1875 of title 28 of the U.S.
Code provides that no employer shall dis-
charge, threaten to discharge, intimidate, or
coerce any permanent employee by reason of
such employee’s jury service, or the attend-
ance or scheduled attendance in connection
with such service, in any court of the United
States. This section currently does not cover
legislative branch employees. For the rea-
sons set forth in several previous Section
102(b) Reports, the Board continues to rec-
ommend that the rights and protections
against discrimination on this basis should
be applied to covered employees and employ-
ing offices within the legislative branch.

H. Provide Comparable Protections for Legis-
lative Branch Employees and Applicants
who are or have been in Bankruptcy

Section 525(a) of title 11 of the U.S. Code
provides that ‘‘a governmental unit” may
not deny employment to, terminate the em-
ployment of, or discriminate with respect to
employment against, a person because that
person is or has been a debtor under the
bankruptcy statutes. This provision cur-
rently does not apply to the legislative
branch. Reiterating the recommendations
made in several previous Section 102(b) Re-
ports, the Board continues to recommend
that the rights and protections against dis-
crimination on this basis should be applied
to covered employees and employing offices
within the legislative branch.

1. Provide Comparable Protections for Legis-
lative Branch Employees who are or have
been Subject to Garnishment

Section 1674(a) of title 15 of the U.S. Code
prohibits terminating an employee because
their wages have been garnished. This sec-
tion is currently limited to private employ-
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ers. For the reasons set forth in several pre-
vious Section 102(b) Reports, the Board con-
tinues to recommend that the rights and
protections against discrimination on this
basis should be applied to covered employees
and employing offices within the legislative
branch.

J. Require Legislative Branch Offices to
Maintain Records Required under other
Federal Workplace Rights Laws

The Board has also recommended in pre-
vious Section 102(b) Reports, and continues
to recommend, that Congress adopt all rec-
ordkeeping requirements under federal work-
place rights laws, including title VII. Al-
though some employing offices in the legis-
lative branch keep personnel records, there
are no legal requirements under the CAA to
do so. Records can greatly assist in the
speedy resolution of claims. Moreover, both
employers and employees benefit from the
retention of documented personnel actions.
Employers can use records as critical evi-
dence to demonstrate that no violation has
occurred, while employees can use records as
critical evidence to assert their rights.

II. Improve Implementation of Existing
Rights to Ensure Parity

A. Empower the OCWR General Counsel to
Seek a Court Order to Temporarily En-
join Unfair Labor Practices

Section 220 of the CAA (2 U.S.C. §1351) ap-
plies certain provisions of the Federal Serv-
ice Labor-Management Relations Statute
(FSLMRS) to the legislative branch. In gen-
eral, the OCWR General Counsel exercises
the same authority delegated to the General
Counsel of the Federal Labor Relations Au-
thority (FLRA), under 5 U.S.C. §§7104 and
7118, in the executive branch, including the
authority to investigate allegations of work-
place unfair labor practices (ULPs) and to
file and prosecute complaints regarding
ULPs.

The CAA, however, does not incorporate
the provisions of 5 U.S.C. §7123(d), which al-
lows parties to ULP proceedings in the exec-
utive branch to request the FLRA General
Counsel to seek appropriate temporary re-
lief, including the issuance of a temporary
restraining order. This important statutory
provision in the FSLMRS allows the FLRA
General Counsel to seek, in appropriate cases
when a ULP complaint is issued, temporary
relief in any United States District Court
when it would be just and proper to do so and
the record establishes probable cause that a
ULP is being committed.

Granting the OCWR General Counsel the
authority to seek appropriate temporary in-
junctive relief would protect parties from ir-
reparable harm during ULP litigation.10
B. Allow Disclosure of Proceedings Involving

Disability-Related Public Access and
Labor-Management Issues

The CAA generally requires confidentiality
in proceedings before OCWR to protect the
privacy of individuals. However, Congress ex-
cluded proceedings under the OSH Act from
these confidentiality provisions because it
determined that the public interest in trans-
parency concerning safety and health on
Capitol Hill outweighed any value in keeping
them confidential.

As with OSH Act proceedings, proceedings
involving ADA public access and labor-man-
agement issues primarily involve public and
institutional concerns, as well as concerns
on the part of key stakeholders to labor-
management relationships, with maintain-
ing facilities, policies, and programs that are
safe, healthful, accessible, and free from
ULPs. The current lack of transparency in
these matters is unnecessary to protect indi-
vidual privacy and undermines the con-
fidence of the public and of central stake-
holders that those statutory mandates are
being fully enforced.
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Accordingly, section 416 of the CAA (2
U.S.C. §1416) should be amended to eliminate
these unnecessary confidentiality restric-
tions and provide transparency to the public
and to key stakeholders.

C. Approve Pending OCWR Regulations

Congress has not approved several sub-
stantive OCWR Board regulations necessary
to fully implement workplace protections
made applicable to legislative branch em-
ployees by the CAA.

As discussed below, the regulations that
have been approved for the House but are
awaiting congressional approval for the Sen-
ate and other employing offices in the legis-
lative branch are the Board’s (1) updated reg-
ulations concerning overtime pay; (2) up-
dated regulations concerning paid parental
leave and leave benefits for servicemembers
and their families; and (3) regulations con-
cerning collective bargaining.

The regulations awaiting congressional ap-
proval for all employing offices in the legis-
lative branch are the Board’s (1) regulations
concerning employment and reemployment
protections for servicemembers and their
families; (2) amended regulations concerning
the access rights of members of the public
with disabilities; and (3) proposed regula-
tions concerning protections for job appli-
cants in the legislative branch.

The Board urges Congress to approve these
regulations.

Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) Regula-
tions

The CAA’s FLSA provisions provide for
minimum wage and overtime compensation
for certain legislative branch employees.!! If
nonexempt, these employees are entitled to
overtime compensation when working over
40 hours in a workweek.

The FLSA’s overtime exemptions are not
defined in the FLSA itself but by regulations
issued by the Secretary of Labor.!2 Through
the CAA, Congress requires that OCWR’s
FLSA regulations substantially mirror regu-
lations issued by the Secretary of Labor.
Congress last approved OCWR regulations
implementing the FLSA in 1996. Since that
time, as the Secretary of Labor has updated
its overtime regulations, OCWR has updated
its regulations to reflect the Secretary’s
changes. The last such update was in Sep-
tember 2022, when OCWR revised its FLSA
regulations to reflect the Secretary’s sub-
stantial increase in the minimum salary test
used to determine who may be exempt from
overtime protections.13

In December 2022, the House of Representa-
tives, by resolution, approved the Board’s
amended FLSA regulations, thereby apply-
ing them to House employees and offices.1¢
The Senate must take similar action to
apply those regulations to Senate offices and
employees. Full approval by both houses is
necessary to make these regulations applica-
ble to legislative branch employees of instru-
mentalities, including the Library of Con-
gress (LOC) and the USCP.

Until the 2022 OCWR regulations are fully
approved by Congress, many covered employ-
ees in the legislative branch may be denied
the overtime pay to which they would be en-
titled for comparable work performed in the
executive branch or private sector. Approval
of the regulations will ensure that Congress
and the legislative branch at large are able
to attract and retain a talented, motivated,
and high-performing workforce.

Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) Reg-

ulations

The CAA’s FMLA provisions provide rights
and protections for legislative branch em-
ployees needing leave for specified family
and medical reasons.!> In December 2021, the
Board adopted FMLA regulations to imple-
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ment recent amendments to the FMLA and
transmitted the regulations to Congress.16
These OCWR FMLA regulations would imple-
ment FMLA amendments that (1) provide up
to 12 weeks of paid parental leave for the
birth, adoption, or placement in foster care
of a child17 and (2) enhance leave benefits for
servicemembers and their families. These
regulations would further revise the defini-
tion of ‘‘spouse’ to include same-sex spouses
to remain consistent with Supreme Court
precedent and the Department of Labor’s
definition in its February 25, 2015 Final
Rule.18

In December 2022, the House of Representa-
tives, by resolution, approved the Board’s
amended FMLA regulations, thereby apply-
ing them to House employees and offices.1®
As with the Board’s modified FLSA regula-
tions, the Senate must take similar action in
order to apply the modified FMLA regula-
tions to Senate offices and employees. Full
approval by both houses is needed to make
these regulations applicable to legislative
branch employees of instrumentalities.

Federal Service Labor-Management Rela-
tions Statute (FSLMRS) Regulations

Through the CAA, Congress made applica-
ble to the legislative branch specific sections
of the FSLMRS, which governs unionization
and collective bargaining in the executive
branch. In 1996, the Board adopted final regu-
lations implementing those sections of the
FSLMRS in the legislative branch. That
same year, Congress approved these regula-
tions for certain employees and employing
offices covered by the CAA, such as the Of-
fice of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) and
the USCP.

However, at that time, Congress did not
approve complementary regulations adopted
by the OCWR Board necessary to implement
those sections of the FSLMRS for most of-
fices listed in section 220(e)(2) of the CAA (2
U.S.C. §1351), i.e., most offices within the
House of Representatives or the Senate, the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO), and
OCWR.

In May 2022, the House of Representatives
approved the complementary regulations
through a resolution, thereby extending the
labor-management rights and obligations of
the FSLMRS to House employees and of-
fices.20 Full approval by both houses would
apply the regulations to employees and of-
fices in both the House and Senate and to
the additional legislative branch offices list-
ed in section 220(e)(2), and ensure that the
protections afforded by the FSLMRS apply
to the entire legislative branch, similar to
how they apply in the executive branch. Ac-
cordingly, the Board urges Congress to adopt
resolutions approving these regulations.

Uniformed Services Employment and Re-
employment Rights Act (USERRA) Reg-
ulations

The CAA’s USERRA provisions protect
servicemembers and veterans from discrimi-
nation on the basis of their service and allow
them to regain their civilian jobs upon re-
turn from service. The Board’s USERRA reg-
ulations, first transmitted to Congress over
15 years ago, have not yet been approved. In
April 2023, the Board made minor amend-
ments to its USERRA regulations and trans-
mitted the amended regulations to Congress
for approval.

Congressional approval of the USERRA
regulations would signal a continued com-
mitment to the welfare of servicemembers in
the legislative branch—where they remain a
significantly underrepresented percentage of
the workforce—by granting them the same
workplace protections and entitlements as
servicemembers in the executive branch and
the private sector.
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Pub-

lic Access Regulations

The CAA’s ADA public access provisions
protect the right of members of the public
with disabilities, including constituents and
employees, to accessible facilities, programs,
services, activities, and accommodations in
the legislative branch. In March 2023, the
Board made additional modifications to the
pending ADA regulations that it adopted in
2016 and transmitted the amended regula-
tions to Congress for approval. In accordance
with the CAA, the 2023 amended ADA regula-
tions incorporate by reference the most re-
cent comparable regulations issued by the
Department of Justice and the Department
of Transportation. If approved by Congress,
these regulations would provide much-need-
ed guidance both to those charged with the
legal duty to provide accessible services and
accommodations, as well as to the members
of the public who have the right to such ac-
cessibility.

Fair Chance to Compete for Jobs Act (FCA)

Regulations

The CAA’s FCA provisions protect job ap-
plicants in the legislative branch by prohib-
iting employing offices from inquiring into
an applicant’s criminal history record infor-
mation prior to a conditional offer of em-
ployment. The FCA, as applied by the CAA,
provides that employees who inquire into an
applicant’s criminal history record informa-
tion in a manner that violates the FCA may
be subject to discipline including suspen-
sions from employment and fines.

In June 2024, the Board issued a notice of
proposed rulemaking for its regulations im-
plementing the FCA in the legislative
branch. In early December 2024, the Board
submitted final regulations to Congress for
approval. If approved, these regulations
would provide necessary protections for job
applicants in the legislative branch alleging
a violation of the FCA.
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(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO JAPAN, EXPENDED BETWEEN SEPT. 29 AND OCT. 6, 2024

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Vern Buchanan 1011 Japan 745.92 () 745.92
Barbara Lee 10/1 Japan 745.92 (3) 745.92
Terri Sewell 10/1 Japan 863.50 5,952.80 6,816.30
Dan Kildee 10/1 Japan 745.92 10,335.30 11,081.22
Claudia Tenney 1071 Japan 745.92 (3) 745.92
John Rutherford 1011 Japan 745.92 () 745.92
Victoria Spartz 10/1 Japan 745.92 (3) 745.92
Neal Dunn (Did not travel) Japan 187.17 187.17
Anna Luna (Did not travel) Japan 233.96 233.96
Derek Luyten 10/1 Japan 745.92 () 745.92
Leslie Reagan 1011 Japan 745.91 () 745.91
Mitchell MOONIET ... 10/1 Japan 74591 (3) 745.91
Sean Brady (Did not travel) .......ccccvmmciiiies v Japan 187.17 187.17
ComMittee total ..ooeoeveeeeeerererisssssssserereieens v FL I — 16,288.10 24,473.16

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.

HON. VERN BUCHANAN, Dec. 3, 2024.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO ITALY, TANZANIA, AND KENYA, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 22 AND OCT. 29, 2024

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2

Courtney BUtCher ... 10/22 10/23  ltaly 819.36 6,513.80 7,333.16
Philip Bed k 10722 10723 ltaly 819.36 9,538.10 10,357.46
Rachel Walker 10/22 10/23  ltaly 819.36 6,513.80 7,333.16
Michael Reed 10/22 10/23  ltaly 819.36 6,513.80 7,333.16
Meghan MCCann ...........cceeeemecsessssssnscseneceneenennens 10/22 10/23  ltaly 819.36 9,538.10 10,357.46
Kate Knudson 10/22 10/23  ltaly 819.36 9,538.80 10,358.16
James Walsh 10/22 10/23  ltaly 819.36 9,538.80 10,358.16
Courtney BULCHET ....vvveecviveeeieeereesieesssii 10/26 10/28  Tanzania 1,314.00 1,314.00
Philip Bednarczyk 10/26 10/28  Tanzania 1,314.00 1,314.00
Rachel Walker 10/26 10/28  Tanzania 1,314.00 1,314.00
Michael Reed 10/26 10/28  Tanzania 1,314.00 1,314.00
Meghan McCann ........cc.coovvreemreeeeeesieeeieeeeis 10/26 10/28  Tanzania 1,314.00 1,314.00
Kate Knudson 10/26 10/28  Tanzania 1,314.00 1,314.00
James Walsh 10/26 10/28  Tanzania 1,314.00 1,314.00
Courtney BULChET ....vveeecviveeeeecreeceesesi 10723 10/29  Kenya 917.96 6,050.61 6,968.57
Philip Bednarczyk 10723 10/29  Kenya 730.48 4,670.81 5,401.29
Rachel Walker 10/23 10/29  Kenya 730.48 4910.11 5,640.59
Michael Reed 10/23 10/29  Kenya 917.96 491011 5,828.07
Meghan MCCanN ............ceceeemmmmmmmmresssssssesseseneneenennens 10/23 10/29  Kenya 730.48 4,670.81 5,401.29
Kate Knudson 10723 10/29  Kenya 730.48 4,670.81 5,401.29
James Walsh 10/23 10/29  Kenya 73048 4910.11 5,640.59
Committee total .......coeeeewemrrrereriissiricicieies v 2042184 ... 92,488.57 112,910.41

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. MIKE JOHNSON, Dec. 2, 2024.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO AZERBALAN, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 14 AND NOV. 18, 2024

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. August Pfluger . 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Hon. Frank Pallone 11/16 11718 Azerbaijan 1,890.00 (3) 1,890.00
Hon. Morgan Griffith 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Hon. Troy Balderson . 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Hon. Jay Obernolte 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Hon. John James .. 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Hon. Kathy Castor (Did Not Travel) .......cce coererveenens 1,600.00 1,600.00
Hon. SCOtt PELErS .....ouevvvveeverreeieieeeeesevieenes 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 oo ) 1,890.00
Hon. Carol Miller (Did Not Travel) .......ce covvcvevnnens 1,600.00 1,600.00
Sydney Greene 11/14 11/18  Azerbaijan 3,780.00 (3)5,831.10 9,611.10
Katelyn Roberts 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 ) 1,890.00
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO AZERBAIAN, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 14 AND NOV. 18, 2024—Continued

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee . Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
Arrival Departure
currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Tiffany Guarascio . 11/16 11718 Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Caitlin Haberman . 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Mary Martin 11/16 11/18  Azerbaijan 1,890.00 (3) 1,890.00
Peter Spencer 11/16 11718 Azerbaijan 1,890.00 () 1,890.00
Nate Hodson 11/14 11/18  Azerbaijan 3,780.00 (3)7,925.10 11,705.10
Committee total ... v 33,440.00 o 13,756.20 47,196.20

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.

HON. MIKE JOHNSON, Dec. 11, 2024.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO BARBADOS, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 25 AND DEC. 1, 2024

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

Hon. Hakeem JEffries ........ocooovvevcrmrrrrcecsssssisiinines 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
Hon. Amata Rad 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
Hon. Maxine Waters ... 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 Q] 1,176.00
Hon. Gregory Megks 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 () 1,176.00
Hon. Barbara Lee . 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
Hon. Steven Horsford . 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
Hon. Yvette Clarke 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
Hon. Joyce Beatty . 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 () 1,176.00
Hon. Robin Kelly ... 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 () 1,176.00
Hon. Stacey Plaskett . 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 ) 1,176.00
Emily Berret 11/25 1211 Barbados 3,172.00 449.30 3,621.30
Dr. Brian Monah 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
Tasia Jackson 11729 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
Gideon Bragin 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 () 1,176.00
Wayne Williams 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 () 1,176.00
Wyndee Parker 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 () 1,176.00
Andy Eichar 11/29 12/1 Barbados 1,176.00 () 1,176.00
Kalise DICKEISON ....oovvvevcerssrsernineverenneeeeesssssininenes 11/29 1211 Barbados 1,176.00 @) 1,176.00
ComMIttee t0tal ..o e $23,164.00  .ooovoveveverreenens 449.30 $23,613.30

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3 Military air transportation.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-6362. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Policy Analysis and Program Standards, Of-
fice of Workers’ Compensation Programs,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Black Lung Benefits
Act: Authorization of Self-Insurers (RIN:
1240-A A16) received December 12, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

EC-6363. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
Major final rule Administrative Sim-
plification: Modifications of Health Insur-
ance Portability and Accountability Act of
1996 (HIPAA) National Council for Prescrip-
tion Drug Programs (NCPDP) Retail Phar-
macy Standards; and Modification of the
Medicaid Pharmacy Subrogation Standard
[CMS-0056-F] (RIN: 0938-AU19) received De-
cember 11, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-6364. A letter from the Bureau Chief,
Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — Connect America
Fund [WC Docket No. 10-90]; Alaska Connect
Fund [WC Docket No.: 23-328; Connect Amer-
ica Fund — Alaska Plan [WC Docket No.: 16-
271]; Universal Service Reform — Mobility
Fund [WT Docket No.: 10-208]; ETC Annual
Reports and Certifications [WC Docket No.:

e ———

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES, Dec. 3, 2024.

14-58]; Telecommunications Carriers Eligible
to received Universal Service Support [WC
Docket No.: 09-197] received December 9, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-6365. A letter from the Assistant Divi-
sion Chief, Competition Policy Division,
Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s Major final rule — Call Au-
thentication Trust Anchor [WC Docket No.:
17-97] received December 9, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-6366. A letter from the Policy and
Rules Division Chief, Office of Engineering
and Technology (OET), Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s Major final rule — Use of the 5.850-
5.925 GHz Band [ET Docket No.: 19-138] re-
ceived December 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-6367. A letter from the Chief of Staff,
Media Bureau, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(j),
Table of Allotments, Television Broadcast
Stations (Lubbock, Texas) [MB Docket No.:
24-224; RM-11988] received December 9, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-6368. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Standard Instrument Approach Pro-
cedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Obsta-

cle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous
Amendments [Docket No.: 31576; Amdt. No.:
4140] received December 13, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6369. A letter from the Executive Direc-
tor, OICTS, Bureau of Industry and Security,
Department of Commerce, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Securing the In-
formation and Communications Technology
and Services Supply Chain [Docket No.:
241112-0292] (RIN: 0605-A A51) received Decem-
ber 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-6370. A letter from the Assistant Chief
Counsel, Transportation Security Adminis-
tration, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Minimum Standards for Driver’s Licenses
and Identification Cards Acceptable by Fed-
eral Agencies for Official Purposes; Waiver
for Mobile Driver’s Licenses [Docket No.:
TSA-2023-0002] (RIN: 1652-AA"76) received De-
cember 13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-6371. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Pacific Island Pelagic
Fisheries; 2019 U.S. Territorial Longline Big-
eye Tuna Catch Limits [Docket No.:
190325272-9537-02] (RIN: 0648-X(G925) received
December 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.
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EC-6372. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Program,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary emergency rule — Tem-
porary Rule To Increase the Commercial
Trip Limit for Atlantic King Mackerel
[Docket No.: 190924-0037] (RIN: 0648-BJ19) re-
ceived December 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-6373. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Western Pacific Pe-
lagic Fisheries; U.S. Territorial Catch and
Fishing Effort Limits [Docket No.: 130708597-
4380-01] (RIN: 0648-BD46) received December
9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-6374. A letter from the Fisheries Regu-
lations Specialist, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Northeastern United States; Atlantic Her-
ring Fishery; 2024 Management Area 1A Pos-
session Limit Adjustment [Docket No.:
230316-0077] (RTID: 0648-XE470) received De-
cember 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-6375. A letter from the Fisheries Regu-
lations Specialist, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the
Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlan-
tic; 2024 Commercial Closure for Snowy
Grouper in the South Atlantic [Docket No.:
231127-0277] (RTID: 0648-XE316) received De-
cember 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-6376. A letter from the Acting Director,
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fish-
ery of the Gulf of Mexico; 2020 Red Snapper
Recreational For-Hire Fishing Season in the
Gulf of Mexico [Docket No.: 140818679-5356-02]
(RTID: 0648-XS026) received December 9, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-6377. A letter from the Acting Director,
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean,
Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; Re-
Opening of Commercial Longline Fishery for
South Atlantic Golden Tilefish [Docket No.:
120404257-3325-02] [RTID: 0648-XS027] received
December 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-6378. A letter from the Acting Director,
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources
of the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Region;
2019-2020 Commercial Hook-and-Line Closure
for King Mackerel in the Gulf of Mexico
Southern Zone [Docket No.: 160426363-7275-02]
(RTID: 0648-XS025) received December 9, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.
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EC-6379. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fish-
ery of the Gulf of Mexico; Revisions to Red
Snapper and Hogfish Management Measures
[Docket No.: 180724688-9135-02] (RIN: 0648-
BI39) received December 9, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-6380. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Modification of Class E Airspace;
Chenega Bay Airport, Chenega, AK [Docket
No.: FAA-2024-0183; Airspace Docket No.: 23-
AAL-67] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received December
13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-6381. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Embraer
S.A. Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-2020;
Project Identifier MCAI-2024-00303-A; Amend-
ment 39-22877; AD 2024-22-06] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6382. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus SAS
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1888;
Project Identifier MCAI-2024-00190-T; Amend-
ment 39-22879; AD 2024-22-08] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6383. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Standard Instrument Approach Pro-
cedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Obsta-
cle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous
Amendments [Docket No.: 31571; Amdt. No.:
4135] received December 13, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6384. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Standard Instrument Approach Pro-
cedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Obsta-
cle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous
Amendments [Docket No.: 315672; Amdt. No.:
4136] received December 13, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6385. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s
issuance of final airworthiness criteria —
Airworthiness Criteria: Special Class Air-
worthiness Criteria for the AgustaWestland
Philadelphia Corporation Model AW609 Pow-
ered-Lift [Docket No.: FAA-2022-1726] re-
ceived December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6386. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Revocation of Class E Airspace; Man-
chester, NH [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1361; Air-
space Docket No.: 24-ANE-5] (RIN: 2120-A A66)
received December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6387. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of Class E Airspace;
South Haven, MI [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1912;
Airspace Docket No.: 24-AGL-16] (RIN: 2120-
AA66) received December 13, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6388. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Claremont, NH [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1650;
Airspace Docket No.: 24-ANE-6] (RIN: 2120-
AA66) received December 13, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6389. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Asheville, NC [Docket No.: FAA-2023-2254;
Airspace Docket No.: 23-AS0-51] (RIN: 2120-
AAG66) received December 13,2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6390. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s no-
tice of proposed rulemaking — Modification
of Class E Airspace; Colusa County Airport,
Colusa, CA [Docket No.: FAA-2024-2048; Air-
space Docket No.: 24-AWP-101] (RIN: 2120-
AAG66) received December 13, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6391. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of Jet Route J-133 and
Establishment of Area Navigation Route Q-
801 in the Vicinity of Anchorage, AK [Docket
No.: FAA-2023-1957; Airspace Docket No.: 23-
AAL-28] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received December
13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801l(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-6392. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of VOR Federal Airways
V-68, V-76, V-212, V-222, and V-558, and United
States Area Navigation Route T-220 in the
Vicinity of Industry, TX [Docket No.: FAA-
2024-1707; Airspace Docket No.: 24-ASW-4]
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received December 13, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-6393. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of VOR Federal Airways
V-216 and V-380, and Revocation of VOR Fed-
eral Airways V-549 and V-551 in the Vicinity
of Mankato, KS [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1364;
Airspace Docket No.: 24-ACE-1] (RIN: 2120-
AA66) received December 13, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6394. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of United States Area
Navigation (RNAV) Routes Q-117 and Q-135;
Eastern United States [Docket No.: FAA-
2024-2525; Airspace Docket No.: 24-AEA-13]
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(RIN: 2120-AA66) received December 13, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-6395. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Various
Helicopters [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1004;
Project Identifier AD-2023-01058-R; Amend-
ment 39-22866; AD 2024-20-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64)
received December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6396. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Lycoming
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1695; Project
Identifier AD-2023-00783-E; Amendment 39-
22869; AD 2024-21-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-6397. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Can-
ada Limited Partnership (Type Certificate
Previously Held by C Series Aircraft Limited
Partnership (CSALP); Bombardier, Inc.) Air-
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-2415; Project
Identifier MCAI-2024-00545-T; Amendment 39-
22874; AD 2024-22-03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-6398. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; The Boeing
Company Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-
2008; Project Identifier AD-2024-00122-T;
Amendment 39-22876; AD 2024-22-05] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received December 13, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6399. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Can-
ada Limited Partnership (Type Certificate
Previously Held by C Series Aircraft Limited
Partnership (CSALP); Bombardier, Inc.) Air-
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-0468; Project
Identifier MCAI-2023-00762-T; Amendment 39-
22898; AD 2024-24-08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-6400. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Can-
ada Limited Partnership (Type Certificate
Previously Held by C Series Aircraft Limited
Partnership (CSALP); Bombardier, Inc.) Air-
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1285; Project
Identifier MCAI-2023-01146-T; Amendment 39-
22872; AD 2024-22-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-6401. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; De
Havilland Aircraft of Canada Limited (Type
Certificate Previously Held by Bombardier,
Inc.) Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-1692;
Project Identifier MCAI-2024-00050-T; Amend-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ment 39-22878; AD 2024-22-07] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received December 13, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6402. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Cirrus De-
sign Corporation Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2024-2546; Project Identifier AD-2024-
00574-A; Amendment 39-22902; AD 2024-24-11]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 13, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-

ture.

EC-6403. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Office of Child Support Services,
Administration for Children and Families,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Employment and Training Services for Non-
custodial Parents in the Child Support Pro-
gram (RIN: 0970-ADO00) received December 11,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

EC-6404. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s final regulations — Disclo-
sures of Return Information Reflected on Re-
turns to Officers and Employees of the De-
partment of Commerce, Including the Bu-
reau of the Census, for Certain Statistical
Purposes and Related Activities [TD 10013]
(RIN: 1545-BQ74) received December 9, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

EC-6405. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s final rule — Federal In-
come Tax Treatment of Certain Amounts
Paid or Incurred Pursuant to Agreements
with the Department of Commerce Required
Under the CHIPS Act of 2022 [Announcement
2024-40] received December 9, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

EC-6406. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s IRB only rule — Second
Remedial Amendment Cycle for Sec. 403(b)
Pre-approved Plans: Issuance of Opinion Let-
ters, Plan Adoption Deadline, Opening of De-
termination Letter Program, and Related
Issues [Announcement 2024-38] received De-
cember 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

EC-6407. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s final rule — Recourse
Partnership Liabilities and Related Party
Rules [TD 10014] (RIN: 1545-BL21) received
December 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

EC-6408. A letter from the Executive Direc-
tor, Office of Congressional Workplace
Rights, transmitting the Biennial Report
from the Office of Congressional Workplace
Rights, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 1331(f)(2); Public
Law 104-1, Sec. 210(f)(2); (109 Stat. 13); jointly
to the Committees on House Administration
and Education and the Workforce.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:
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Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: Committee on
Homeland Security. H.R. 5840. A bill to re-
quire the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration to streamline the enrollment proc-
esses for individuals applying for a Transpor-
tation Security Administration security
threat assessment for certain programs, in-
cluding the Transportation Worker Identi-
fication Credential and Hazardous Materials
Endorsement Threat Assessment programs
of the Administration, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 118-888).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 7983. A Dbill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to define
the term free trade agreement for purposes
of the clean vehicle credit; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 118-889). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 7986. A bill to modify
and reauthorize the Generalized System of
Preferences, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-890). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 8261. A bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
tend certain flexibilities and payment ad-
justments under the Medicare program, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-891, Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 8291. A bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to prohibit
certain tax-exempt organizations from pro-
viding funding for election administration;
with an amendment (Rept. 118-892). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 2407. A bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act to pro-
vide for Medicare coverage of multi-cancer
early detection screening tests; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-893, Pt. 1). Ordered to
be printed.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 8914. A bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose
penalties with respect to civil rights viola-
tions by certain tax-exempt educational in-
stitutions; with an amendment (Rept. 118-
894). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 7981. A bill to ensure
that goods made using or containing cobalt
extracted or processed with the use of child
or forced labor in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo do not enter the United States
market; with an amendment (Rept. 118-895).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 8293. A bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide
for the public reporting of data on certain
contributions received by tax-exempt organi-
zations from foreign sources, and for other
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 118-896,
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability discharged from further consid-
eration. H.R. 8293 referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.


CORRECTION
Text Box
 CORRECTION

abonner
Correction to Page H7317
On December 17, 2024, on page H7317, in the third column, the following appeared:  

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the    
Committee on Oversight and Accountability  discharged from further consideration.  H.R. 636 referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state  of the Union.  

The online version has been corrected to read: 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the  
Committee on Oversight and Accountability  discharged from further consideration.  H.R. 8293 referred to the Committee  of the Whole House on the state  of the Union.
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TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED
BILL

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the
following action was taken by the
Speaker:

H.R. 8261. Referral to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce extended for a period
ending not later than December 19, 2024.

—————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. WATERS (for herself, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mrs. RAMI-
REZ, Mrs. LEE CARTER, Mr. GARCIA of
Illinois, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York, and Mr. IVEY):

H.R. 10442. A Dbill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to adjust the penalty for unjust
conviction and imprisonment, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. SABLAN:

H.R. 10443. A bill to amend title 28, to pro-
vide for a district court for the district of
the Northern Mariana Islands; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BERGMAN (for himself and Mr.
DAvVIs of North Carolina):

H.R. 10444. A bill to clarify that States do
not have authority to establish or continue
in effect any requirement with respect to the
sale, distribution, possession, or use of less
harmful alternatives to traditional tobacco
products to protect public health, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. COLE (for himself and Mr.
EDWARDS):
H.R. 10445. A Dbill making further con-

tinuing appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2025, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations,
and in addition to the Committees on the
Budget, and Ways and Means, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 10446. A bill to amend the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 to reduce the fiscal year 2025 discre-
tionary spending limit for revised nonsecu-
rity category, to rescind funds appropriated
for the Department of Commerce Non-
recurring Expenses Fund, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Budget, and
in addition to the Committees on Energy and
Commerce, Financial Services, Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, Science, Space,
and Technology, Natural Resources, Over-
sight and Accountability, Foreign Affairs,
and the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. AUCHINCLOSS (for himself,
Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. TORRES of New
York, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, Mr. DUNN of Florida,
and Mrs. STEEL):

H.R. 10447. A bill to authorize sanctions re-
lating to the production and distribution of
illicit synthetic narcotics by the People’s
Republic of China; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Financial Services, the Judiciary,
and Oversight and Accountability, for a pe-
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riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. BALINT (for herself and Mr.
TONKO):

H.R. 10448. A bill to combat loneliness and
increase social connection, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on
Financial Services, Education and the Work-
force, and Ways and Means, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. CROW:

H.R. 10449. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
provide funding for innovations in commu-
nity policing, mental health care, and com-
munity safety, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania (for her-
self, Ms. LEE of Florida, Mr.
JEFFRIES, and Mr. BACON):

H.R. 10450. A bill to regulate monitoring of
electronic communications between an in-
carcerated person in a Bureau of Prisons fa-
cility and that person’s attorney or other
legal representative, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DUNN of Florida (for himself,
Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mrs. STEEL, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. MOOLENAAR,
and Mr. TORRES of New York):

H.R. 10451. A bill to establish requirements
and impose civil penalties on certain entities
of the People’s Republic of China that do not
employ appropriate safeguards to prevent
fentanyl trafficking; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. ESCOBAR:

H.R. 10452. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit certain types of
fraud in the provision of immigration serv-
ices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. FALLON (for himself, Mr.
ALFORD, and Mr. ELLZEY):

H.R. 10453. A bill to prohibit the Secretary
of Defense from entering into information
technology contracts with entities that pro-
vide certain services to China, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. FLOOD:

H.R. 10454. A bill to repeal section 138 of
the Clean Air Act, relating to environmental
and climate justice block grants; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois:

H.R. 10455. A Dbill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to establish the
Health Sector Cybersecurity Coordination
Center, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, and Science, Space, and Technology,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself, Ms. LEE
of California, Mr. COHEN, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. POCAN, Ms.
TLAIB, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN):

H.R. 10456. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to conduct a
study to assess the unintended impacts on
the health and safety of people engaged in
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transactional sex, in connection with the en-
actment of the Allow States and Victims to
Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act of 2017 and
the loss of interactive computer services
that host information related to sexual ex-
change, to direct the Attorney General to
submit a report on human trafficking inves-
tigations and prosecutions in connection
with the same, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committee on the Judiciary,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. LEE of California (for herself,
Mr. MEEKS, and Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois):

H.R. 10457. A Dbill to amend the United
States Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuber-
culosis, and Malaria Act of 2003 to extend the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
program; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MURPHY::

H.R. 10458. A bill to exempt diesel-fueled
emergency vehicles from certain air pollu-
tion requirements, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. DUNN of Florida,
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. JOHNSON of South
Dakota, Mr. TORRES of New York,
Mrs. STEEL, Mr. MOOLENAAR, and Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI):

H.R. 10459. A bill to establish the Joint
Task Force to Counter the Illicit Synthetic
Narcotics; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committees on
Financial Services, Foreign Affairs, and In-
telligence (Permanent Select), for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Ms.
LOFGREN, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. CARBAJAL,
and Mr. MULLIN):

H.R. 10460. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a study to
assess the suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating certain land in California as the Mon-
terey Bay National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Ms.
CHU, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. Suo0zzI, and
Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 10461. A bill to set minimum stand-
ards for tax return preparers; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. BABIN, and
Mr. JACKSON of Texas):

H.R. 10462. A bill to modify a provision re-
lating to adjustments of certain State appor-
tionments for Federal highway programs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. SELF:

H.R. 10463. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to relocate to the State
of Texas the headquarters of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity.

By Mr. STRONG (for himself and Mr.
FONG):

H.R. 10464. A bill to amend chapter 511 of
title 51, United States Code, to modify the
authority for space transportation infra-
structure modernization grants, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself and Mr.
ARRINGTON):

H.J. Res. 228. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
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of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘“Waste Emissions Charge
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems:
Procedures for Facilitating Compliance, In-
cluding Netting and Exemptions‘‘; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. BOWMAN (for himself, Ms.
BUSH, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Ms. MENG, Ms. OCASIO-COR-
TEZ, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. WILLIAMS of
Georgia, Mr. CARSON, Ms. CHU, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mr. GARciA of Illinois,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. LEE of
California, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. NORTON, Ms. OMAR, Mr. POCAN,
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms.
TLAIB, and Ms. VELAZQUEZ):

H. Res. 1617. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that it
is the duty of the Federal Government to
dramatically expand and strengthen the care
economy; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, and in addition to the
Committees on Energy and Commerce,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Financial
Services, Agriculture, the Judiciary, and
Oversight and Accountability, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. PRESSLEY (for herself, Mr.
CosTA, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CLEAVER,
Ms. SCANLON, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Mr. EVANS, Ms. GARCIA of Texas,
Mr. LYNCH, Ms. BARRAGAN, and Mr.
TONKO):

H. Res. 1618. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of November 20, 2024,
through December 20, 2024, as ‘‘National Sur-
vivors of Homicide Victims Awareness
Month”’; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Ms. WATERS:

H.R. 10442.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 of the U.S. Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Judiciary.

By Mr. SABLAN:

H.R. 10443.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To provide for a district court for the dis-
trict of the Northern Mariana Islands.

By Mr. BERGMAN:

H.R. 10444.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Ensuring all nicotine products are treated
equally.

By Mr. COLE:

H.R. 10445.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The principal constitutional authority for
this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United
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States (the appropriation power), which
states: “No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law . . . .”” In addition, clause
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution
(the spending power) provides: ‘“The Con-
gress shall have the Power . .. to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States
.. ..7 Together, these specific constitu-
tional provisions establish the congressional
power of the purse, granting Congress the
authority to appropriate funds, to determine
their purpose, amount, and period of avail-
ability, and to set forth terms and conditions
governing their use.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The subject of the bill is the making of
continuing appropriations and disaster relief
supplemental appropriations for fiscal year
2025.

By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 10446.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution—to make all Laws which shall
be necessary and proper for carrying into
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all
other Powers vested by the Constitution in
the Government of the United States, or any
Department or Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To reduce discretionary spending.

By Mr. AUCHINCLOSS:

H.R. 10447.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To authorize sanctions relating to the pro-
duction and distribution of illicit synthetic
narcotics by the People’s Republic of China.

By Ms. BALINT:

H.R. 10448

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Mental health

By Mr. CROW:

H.R. 10449.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide funding
for innovations in community policing, men-
tal health care, and community safety, and
for other purposes.

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10450.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Criminal justice reform and access to
counsel

By Mr. DUNN of Florida:

H.R. 10451.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To establish requirements and impose civil
penalties on certain entities of the People’s
Republic of China that do not employ appro-
priate safeguards to prevent fentanyl traf-
ficking.
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By Ms. ESCOBAR:

H.R. 10452.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I, SECTION 8: POWERS OF
CONGRESS

CLAUSE 18

The Congress shall have the power . . . To
make all laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into execution the fore-
going powers, and all the other vested by
this Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit fraudulent immigration legal
services.

By Mr. FALLON:

H.R. 10453.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Defense IT

By Mr. FLOOD:

H.R. 10454.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To repeal section 138 of the Clean Air Act,
relating to environmental and climate jus-
tice block grants.

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois:

H.R. 10455.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to establish the Health Sec-
tor Cybersecurity Coordination Center, and
for other purposes.

By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 10456.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Judiciary

By Ms. LEE of California:

H.R. 10457.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To reauthorize the President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief

By Mr. MURPHY::

H.R. 10458.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To exempt diesel-fueled emergency vehi-
cles from certain air pollution requirements,
and for other purposes.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.R. 10459.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

A Dbill to establish the Joint Task Force to
Counter the Illicit Synthetic Narcotics.

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 10460.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to conduct a study to assess the suitability
and feasibility of designating certain land in
California as the Monterey Bay National
Heritage Area, and for other purposes.
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By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 10461.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Requires tax preparers to demonstrate
competency in preparing returns, claims for
refund, and associated documents.

By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 10462.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution—to make all Laws which shall
be necessary and proper for carrying into
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all
other Powers vested by the Constitution in
the Government of the United States, or any
Department or Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To improve the Department of Transpor-
tation’s highway funding formula.

By Mr. SELF:

H.R. 10463.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to relocate to the State of Texas the
headquarters of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, and for other purposes.

By Mr. STRONG:

H.R. 10464.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend chapter 511 of title 51, United
States Code, to modify the authority for
space transportation infrastructure mod-
ernization grants, and for other purposes.

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.J. Res. 228.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Disapproval of the EPA’s Waste Emissions
Charge final rule.

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 394: Ms. SPANBERGER.

H.R. 492: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 724: Ms. ROsS.

H.R. 808: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 854: Mr. NEGUSE.
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H.R. 1002: Mr. MCGARVEY.
H.R. 1077: Ms. PORTER, Mr. LIEU, and Mr.
KEATING.

H.R. 1182:
H.R. 1235:
H.R. 1249:
H.R. 1465:
H.R. 1529:
H.R. 1619:
H.R. 1716:
H.R. 1770:
H.R. 1781:
H.R. 2742:
H.R. 2771:
H.R. 2830:

Ms. SPANBERGER.
Mr. MCGARVEY.
Mr. NEGUSE.

Mr. KEATING.

Mr. NEGUSE.

Mrs. MCIVER.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.
Mr. MOORE of Utah.
Mr. PAPPAS.

Mr. PAPPAS.

Mr. NEGUSE.

Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 3333: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 3409: Mr. KEATING, Mr. BERA, Mrs. RA-
MIREZ, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. SMITH of
Washington, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, and Mr.
CASTRO of Texas.

H.R. 3481: Mr. IVEY and Mr. THOMPSON of
California.

H.R. 3579:

H.R. 3628:

H.R. 3781:

H.R. 3940:

H.R. 4002:

H.R. 4020:

H.R. 4050: . NADLER.

H.R. 4117: Mr. TORRES of New York.

H.R. 4274: Mrs. BICE.

H.R. 4333: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, Mr.
RYAN, Mr. BERA, and Mr. HIMES.

H.R. 4400: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 4706: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 4886: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 4896: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska.

H.R. 4897: Mr. AMO.

H.R. 4942: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 4974: Mr. FOSTER and Mr. THOMPSON of
California.

H.R. 5027:

H.R. 5074:

H.R. 5141:

H.R. 5172:

H.R. 5196:

H.R. 5419:

H.R. 5633:

H.R. 6052:

H.R. 6873:

H.R. 6888:

H.R. 6961:

H.R. 7011:

Mr. NEGUSE.

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
. NEGUSE.

. NEGUSE.

. FOSTER.

. JAYAPAL.

Mr. NEGUSE.
Mr. AMO.

Mr. KEATING.
Mr. NEGUSE.
Ms. ESCOBAR.
Mr. SUOZZI.
Mr. NEGUSE.
Mr. NEGUSE.
Mr. NEGUSE.
Mr. KEATING.
Mr. GOLDMAN of New York.
Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 7012: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 7039: Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 7142: Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. MCGOVERN,
Mr. DESAULNIER, and Ms. KELLY of Illinois.
. 7165: Mr. POCAN.

. 7238: Mr. NEGUSE.

. 7248: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS.

. 7288: Mr. PAPPAS.

. 7297: Mr. THOMPSON of California.
. 7361: Mr. NEGUSE.

. 7515: Mr. NEGUSE.
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H.R. 7516: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 7634: Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 7635: Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.R. 7920: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 8061: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Ms.
JAYAPAL.

H.R. 8126: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 8147: Mr. CISCOMANI, Ms. LEE of Flor-
ida, and Mrs. HINSON.

. 8478: Mr. KEATING.

. 8622: Mr. DELUZIO.

. 8665: Mr. NEGUSE.

. 8843: Mr. BUCHANAN.

. 8886: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

: Mr. PAPPAS.

: Mr. NADLER.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

: Mr. PAPPAS.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

: Mr. CARSON and Mr. FOSTER.

: Mr. CASTEN.

: Mr. OBERNOLTE.

: Mr. IVEY.

: Ms. STRICKLAND.

: Mr. NEGUSE.

. 9950: Mr. TIFFANY, Ms. McCoLLUM, Ms.
OMAR, Mr. BALDERSON, and Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania.

H.R. 10038: Mr.

H.R. 10156: Mr.

H.R. 10172: Mr.

H.R. 10181: Mr.

H.R. 10326: Mr
Mr. MULLIN.

H.R. 10349: Mr. BANKS and Mr. BIGGS.

H.R. 10366: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.

H.R. 10367: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, and Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 10384: Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 10404: Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 10426: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 10432: Mrs. SYKES.

H.J. Res. 72: Mr. AMO.

H. Res. 561: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H. Res. 668: Mr. FROST, Mr. ALLRED, Ms.
DELBENE, Ms. KUSTER, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms.
CRAIG, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. SORENSEN, Mr.
TONKO, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mrs. PELTOLA,
Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. LEVIN, Ms.
HOULAHAN, and Mrs. SYKES.

H. Res. 1048: Ms. PINGREE.

H. Res. 1601: Ms. NORTON.

NEGUSE.

NORMAN.

POCAN.

LARSEN of Washington.

. DAVIS of North Carolina and
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