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WHITE PLAINS SOCIAL SECURITY
HEARING OFFICE CLOSURE

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, the new
administration, as it indiscriminately
cuts services, has announced that it
will not keep the Social Security Ad-
ministration’s hearing office in White
Plains, New York. Closing this hearing
office with no local replacement is un-
acceptable to the community it serves,
and it covers multiple congressional
districts.

Seniors and people who are disabled
come to this office from Westchester
and the other counties of the Hudson
Valley to fight for their benefits. With
this closure, residents, likely on a fixed
income, will have to travel much
longer distances: to Albany, to New
Haven, or to the south Bronx at greater
expense, in some cases 4 hours one way
on public transit.

This is a financial and logistical
hardship for people already fighting for
support. With the Westchester County
government, my office and I have iden-
tified sites in White Plains close to the
current office that are available. This
would keep government services in the
community where it belongs.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge the new
administration to reconsider driving
constituents away from convenient
services and to work with Members
from New York State to find a solution
before May.

————
O 1930

PROPOSED CUTS TO MEDICAID
AND SNAP BENEFITS

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
am genuinely alarmed by the budget
that we may be voting on this week.

There is a lot not to like, but every
American should be paying attention
to the cuts being proposed to Medicaid
and SNAP benefits. These cuts will
hurt millions of Americans and create
irreversible damage to our commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, it will hurt my commu-
nity, where tens of thousands of people
benefit from these programs, but this
is going to impact every community
across every district and across Vir-
ginia and across the country. Is it be-
cause the richest country in the world
can’t feed hungry kids or can’t get peo-
ple the care they need?

No. It is because this budget takes
that money and it gives it to the very
richest corporations at the expense of
small businesses and working families.
The unintended consequences of these
cuts will hurt every American, even if
they are not on Medicaid or SNAP, and
force more middle-class families to live
paycheck to paycheck while giving the
ultrarich a tax break.
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Mr. Speaker, let’s talk about a bipar-
tisan budget that doesn’t hurt Ameri-
cans and is not a giveaway to compa-
nies who don’t need it.

———

FIVE BULLET POINTS

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, Fed-
eral employees found themselves tar-
geted yesterday by yet another reck-
less scare tactic by Elon Musk. As they
were asked for five bullet points to
demonstrate what they accomplished
last week, a failure to comply would
result in their termination by resigna-
tion according to a tweet by Elon
Musk.

Hours later, Trump officials in the
same administration told their staff
not to respond. In solidarity, let me
say what my five bullets for the week
are: I fought to defend the Constitution
and the rule of law. I fought back
against these reckless assaults on our
people. I heard the heartbreaking sto-
ries of how they are impacting New
Mexico. I met with Tribal leaders, Fed-
eral employees, and hundreds of New
Mexicans. I headed back here to D.C. to
take back the fight because we will not
stop this fight.

We will not allow this chaos, this in-
competence, and this lawlessness to go
unchecked. I want all Americans to
hear me: We will fight back.

————

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. FIGURES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FIGURES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. FIGURES. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor that I rise today to
co-anchor this Congressional Black
Caucus Special Order hour along with
my distinguished colleague from Or-
egon (Ms. BYNUM).

For the next 60 minutes, Members of
the Congressional Black Caucus have
an opportunity to speak directly to the
American people about Black History
Month, an issue of great importance
not only to the Congressional Black
Caucus but to Congress, the constitu-
ents we represent, and to all Ameri-
cans.

It is a privilege to be able to stand
here today. Black History Month is not
just an opportunity to reflect on our

February 24, 2025

past, but it is certainly an opportunity
to uplift our present and renew the
cause to fight for our future.

I begin with a story because Black
History Month is often thought of as a
time to recognize those historical fig-
ures that we all know: the Martin Lu-
ther Kings of the world, the John
Lewises of the world, Rosa Parks, and
others. Black History Month is about
more than just those who are known. It
is about a lot of those who are not
known.

I begin with a story of a few young
men in the State of Alabama. Fol-
lowing what history has come to label
as the end of the civil rights movement
in 1968, in 1969, four young men had
been intentionally recruited to break
down a color barrier at the University
of Alabama’s law school.

Eight young men walked through the
doors of the University of Alabama
School of Law in the fall of 1969.
Among them was a young man named
John, a young man named Ronald, a
young man named Booker T., and a
young man named Michael.

This was a time when the civil rights
movement had ended, the struggles to
realize the progress that America has
made throughout the decade-plus of
fighting and protesting. It was about
leveling those playing fields and equal-
ing the opportunity and access for peo-
ple like these young men.

They walked through the doors as
the first African Americans to come
into the University of Alabama’s law
school, and they would all ultimately
become lawyers: John England, Booker
T. Forte, Ronald Jackson, and Michael
Figures.

Black history in America is a story
of resilience and excellence and an
unshakeable pursuit of justice, an
unshakeable commitment to making
this country, as Martin Luther King
would say: ‘“‘Be true to what you said
on paper,’”’ for all of us.

From the Halls of Congress to the
streets of our communities, Black lead-
ers and educators and entrepreneurs
and activists have shaped this Nation.
Yet, we know that honoring this his-
tory isn’t just about reflection. It is
about action because that is what we
owe people. That is what we owe peo-
ple.

I come from Alabama, the birthplace
of the civil rights movement, a place at
a time when this Nation and this world
was experiencing injustices that we
cannot fathom today; and a place
where people, based simply on the color
of their skin, could not eat in certain
places, work in certain places, be edu-
cated in certain places, or live in cer-
tain places.

The people of Alabama, particularly
Montgomery, Alabama, stood up at a
point when many cities and towns and
people in those cities and towns across
this country had a rightful fear of
standing up in that way. Montgomery
said: No.

In 1955, when they launched a bus
boycott, little did they know that they
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