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Island, Wyoming, and North Dakota.
At the time, Russia had begun its at-
tempts to seize Crimea and capture ad-
ditional territory in the eastern part of
Ukraine. Ukrainians had just bravely
stood up for their own democracy,
many paying with their lives in Maidan
Square—an aspiration for freedom and
democracy that frightened Putin and
confirmed my belief in the strength of
the human spirit.

You see here in this photo we are lay-
ing flowers on the makeshift shrines to
those Ukrainians who were killed in
the earliest days of their heroic effort
to save their nation.

We should show no less courage here
today on a bipartisan basis in making
sure Ukraine’s sovereignty and future
are secure and not giving in, in ap-
peasement to Putin—a move that could
cost us dearly in the future.

It is personal to me. I mentioned to
you earlier that my mother was born
in the Baltic nation of Lithuania. It
has been my good fortune to visit it
during Soviet times and see the ter-
rible impact of communism on the
freedom of those people and to be
standing by their side when they
fought to have the day when they could
have their own democracy and their
own elections.

They survived. They prospered. They
are great nations—Lithuania, Latvia,
Estonia—and I know that their future
is at stake by this decision by Presi-
dent Trump.

You cannot embrace Vladimir Putin
and ignore the obvious. He is a thug.
He has sent his invading troops in and
killed 46,000 Ukrainians. Well, they say
he has lost 800,000 of his own. Well, I
am sorry that happened in a way, but
he asked for it. He invaded Ukraine—
don’t make any mistake. It didn’t hap-
pen the other way around. The Ukrain-
ians didn’t invade themselves. What
kind of nonsense was that being spoken
by the President?

We have to stand by the people of
Ukraine and for the people of the Bal-
tics, Moldova, and other states, like
Poland, that are vulnerable to attack
by Vladimir Putin. This is not a polit-
ical charade. It is not a political game.
It is the life-and-death reality of this
dangerous world we live in.

Once again, the United States should
be leading in democratic values and
certainly not embracing the war crimi-
nal Vladimir Putin.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 92—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 16, 2025, AS
“NATIONAL ELIZABETH
PERATROVICH DAY”

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 92

Whereas Elizabeth Wanamaker
Peratrovich, Tlingit, was a member of the
Lukaax.adi clan in the Raven moiety with
the Tlingit name of Kaaxgal.aat (referred to
in this preamble as ‘“‘Elizabeth’) who fought
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for social equality, civil liberties, and re-
spect for Alaska Native and Native American
communities;

Whereas Elizabeth, who was born in 1911 in
Petersburg, Alaska, experienced discrimina-
tion as a Tlingit woman, and dedicated her
life to creating a better future for Alaska
Natives;

Whereas more than 6,000 patriotic Alaska
Natives protected the United States along-
side non-Native Servicemen and women dur-
ing World War II, despite suffering from un-
just discrimination;

Whereas, in 1941, Elizabeth and her hus-
band, Roy Peratrovich, moved to Juneau,
the capital city of Alaska, to campaign tire-
lessly for the passage of the anti-discrimina-
tion legislation of Ernest Gruening, the Gov-
ernor of Alaska, which would later result in
the passage of the Anti-Discrimination Act
of 1945;

Whereas, in campaigning for the passage of
anti-discrimination legislation, Elizabeth
persevered for several years traveling across
the Alaska Territory enabling, rallying, and
uniting Alaska Natives to fight for recogni-
tion that they are created equal to others
and equally endowed with ‘‘unalienable
Rights’’;

Whereas Elizabeth was a powerful orator
who envisioned unity and then spoke it into
existence through community advocacy and
the support of the Alaska Native Brother-
hood and the Alaska Native Sisterhood;

Whereas Elizabeth testified strongly before
the Alaska Territorial legislature vote on
the Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945, passion-
ately asking the legislature, ‘‘Have you
eliminated larceny or murder by passing a
law against it? No law will eliminate crimes
but, at least you as legislators, can assert to
the world that you recognize the evil of the
present situation and speak your intent to
help us overcome discrimination.”’;

Whereas the Alaska Territorial Legislature
passed the Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945
on February 16, 1945, which was the first
anti-discrimination law enacted in the his-
tory of the United States;

Whereas Elizabeth dedicated the rest of her
life to creating a better Alaska for future
generations;

Whereas Elizabeth tragically died of can-
cer in 1958, but her legacy has not been for-
gotten;

Whereas, beginning in 1988, the State of
Alaska has recognized February 16 as Eliza-
beth Peratrovich Day; and

Whereas, in 2020, the United States Mint
released the Elizabeth Peratrovich $1 coin to
commemorate the significant impact that
Elizabeth had on advancing equality under
the law in the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 16, 2025, as ‘‘Na-
tional Elizabeth Peratrovich Day’’;

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to observe National Elizabeth Peratrovich
Day by remembering the work of Elizabeth
Wanamaker Peratrovich and other civil
rights leaders; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States and Members of Congress to com-
memorate the life and civil rights advocacy
of Elizabeth Wanamaker Peratrovich by con-
tinuing the important work of ensuring
equality for Alaska Natives and Native
Americans.

———

NATIONAL ELIZABETH
PERATROVICH DAY

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
92, which was submitted earlier today.

February 24, 2025

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 92) designating Feb-
ruary 16, 2025, as ‘‘National Elizabeth
Peratrovich Day’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MORENO. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 92) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 25, 2025

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, February 25; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of Executive Calendar
No. 21, Daniel Driscoll, to be the Sec-
retary of the Army; further, that at
11:15 a.m., the Senate execute the order
of February 24 with respect to the Dris-
coll nomination and that following dis-
position of the Driscoll nomination,
the Senate resume legislative session
and the majority leader be recognized;
finally, if a motion to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 15, S.J. Res. 11, is made, that
following the vote on that motion, the
Senate recess until 2:15 p.m. to allow
for the weekly conference meetings,
and that if the motion is agreed to, all
time during recess count equally be-
tween proponents and opponents.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MORENO. For the information of
all Senators, Senators should expect a
vote to proceed to Calendar No. 15, S.J.
Res. 11, Senator KENNEDY’s CRA, at ap-
proximately 12 noon tomorrow.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:07 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
February 25, 2025, at 10 a.m.
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