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The joint resolution (S.J. Res.
was agreed to, as follows:
S.J. REs. 11

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management relating
to “Protection of Marine Archaeological Re-
sources’ (89 Fed. Reg. 71160 (September 3,
2024)), and such rule shall have no force or ef-
fect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

11)

EXECUTIVE SESSION—Motion to
Proceed

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 24.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
VOTE ON MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER)
and the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
TUBERVILLE).

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 93 Leg.]

YEAS—51
Banks Graham Moran
Barrasso Grassley Moreno
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Boozman Hawley Murkowski
Britt Hoeven Paul
Budd Husted Ricketts
Capito Hyde-Smith Risch
Cassidy Johnson Rounds
Collins Justice Schmitt
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cotton Lankford Scott (SC)
Crapo Lee Sheehy
Cruz Lummis Sullivan
Curtis Marshall Thune
Daines McConnell Tillis
Ernst McCormick Wicker
Fischer Moody Young
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Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—2
Cramer Tuberville
The motion was agreed to.
——

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Linda McMa-
hon, of Connecticut, to be Secretary of
Education.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close
debate on the nomination of Executive
Calendar No. 24, Linda McMahon, of
Connecticut, to be Secretary of Edu-
cation.

John Thune, Cindy Hyde-Smith, James
E. Risch, Katie Boyd Britt, Tommy
Tuberville, James Lankford,
Markwayne Mullin, Marsha Blackburn,
Tom Cotton, John R. Curtis, Bernie
Moreno, Tim Sheehy, Mike Rounds,
Joni Ernst, Roger F. Wicker, David
McCormick, Rick Scott of Florida.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, with
me today is Mr. John Lowery, who is
one of my colleagues from my office,
who has been a big help to me.

NATIONAL DEBT

Mr. President, as you know, when
Vice President HARRIS and President
Trump ran against each other for the
Presidency, one of the planks in Presi-
dent Trump’s platform was that he was
going to review every penny of Federal
Government spending.

Why did he say that? Why did he
promise to do that? Well, first, there is
a moral principle involved. People
work hard for their money, and when
they give it to government, they are
entitled to expect government to spend
it efficiently.

S1333

Number 2, President Trump ran on
that plank because of our debt. The
Federal debt is $36.5 trillion. You
know, we throw these numbers
around—Ilike a trillion, you know—and
we start to take them for granted.

To give you a little perspective, this
$36.5 trillion grows bigger by the sec-
ond. It is going to increase—if we just
keep doing what we have been doing, it
is going to increase $1 trillion every 100
days. If we just keep doing what we
have been doing, it is going to increase
$10 Dbillion a day. Today, nothing
changed. We added $10 billion in debt.
That is also $417 million an hour. That
is $6.9 million a minute. I think I have
been talking about a minute; we just
added $7 million to our debt. That is
why the President wants to get rid of
spending porn.

The reaction here in Washington has
been breathtaking. I understand Wash-
ington is not exactly a slice of Amer-
ica. I get that. I understand that Wash-
ington is not normal. Normal in Wash-
ington, DC, is a setting on the dryer.
So I get all that. We are different in
Washington. But the pushback to
President Trump’s effort through Mr.
Musk and his team to reduce spending
has just been extraordinary. I mean,
people are barking and yelping and
shrieking about it. They sound like the
game room in a mental hospital.

I get that a lot of people don’t like
President Trump, and I get that many
people don’t like Mr. Musk. I get that
Mr. Musk is different. I kind of like
that. I mean, I like different. You
know, he is the sort of guy that would
wear—I don’t know—he would wear
Crocs to a wedding. I get that. I find it
kind of refreshing. But nobody has ever
called him a dummy. And he has found
an incredible amount of waste and
abuse of taxpayer money, what I call
spending porn.

I am not going to repeat everything I
have repeated or said the first time we
talked about this, but it just seems to
me to be, once again, extraordinary
that people are mad at President
Trump or Mr. Musk for the process
they are using, but they are not mad
about the money being wasted.

I mean, Mr. Musk, whether you like
him or not, has found, for example, $7.9
million that we spent to teach Sri
Lanka journalists to avoid binary gen-
dered language. He found money that
was given to an NGO to empower the
LGBT community in Armenia. He
found $1.5 million that we spent to re-
build the Cuban media ecosystem, $2.1
million to the BBC to strengthen the
media ecosystem in Libya, and $8.3
million spent for equity and inclusion
education in Nepal. Does no one care
about how the money was actually
abused and wasted?

It is not unusual for me to be dis-
appointed for some things I see in
Washington, and under the last admin-
istration, I have to admit, I was dis-
appointed just about every single day.
I had almost gotten used to it.

But last week—and this is what I
want to talk about—I read a story. It
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