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S. 680 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
680, a bill to prohibit funding for the 
Montreal Protocol on Substances that 
Deplete the Ozone Layer and the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change until China is no 
longer defined as a developing country. 

S. 685 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BANKS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
685, a bill to ensure State and local law 
enforcement officers are permitted to 
cooperate with Federal officials to pro-
tect our communities from violent 
criminals and suspected terrorists who 
are illegally present in the United 
States. 

S. 691 
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 691, a bill to amend the Tariff Act 
of 1930 to improve the administration 
of antidumping and countervailing 
duty laws, and for other purposes. 

S. 696 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 696, a bill to provide 
temporary Ukrainian guest status for 
eligible aliens, and for other purposes. 

S. 697 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 697, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to provide for air 
traffic control training improvements, 
and for other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 12 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 12, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
relating to ‘‘Waste Emissions Charge 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Sys-
tems: Procedures for Facilitating Com-
pliance, Including Netting and Exemp-
tions’’. 

S. RES. 52 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT), the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING), the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. MERKLEY) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 52, a resolution 
recognizing religious freedom as a fun-
damental right, expressing support for 
international religious freedom as a 
cornerstone of United States foreign 
policy, and expressing concern over in-
creased threats to and attacks on reli-
gious freedom around the world. 

S. RES. 81 
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-

lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 81, a resolution calling on 
the United Kingdom, France, and Ger-
many (E3) to initiate the snapback of 
sanctions on Iran under United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 2231 (2015). 

S. RES. 91 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) and the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 91, a resolution 
acknowledging the third anniversary of 
Russia’s further invasion of Ukraine 
and expressing support for the people 
of Ukraine. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REED (for himself and 
Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 705. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with re-
spect to molecularly targeted pediatric 
cancer investigations, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today, I 
am joining Senator CAPITO to intro-
duce the Innovation in Pediatric Drugs 
Act of 2025 in order to improve access 
to needed therapies for children. 

Children are not just small adults. 
Drugs affect their developing bodies 
differently, so new treatments need to 
be studied carefully to ensure that 
they are appropriately prescribed and 
that dosages are properly adjusted. Ad-
ditionally, drugs that are designed to 
treat a specific condition in adults may 
have enormous benefits in treating 
completely different illnesses in kids. 
But research is needed to unlock these 
potentially lifesaving possibilities. 

Unfortunately, drug development 
still leaves children behind. The legis-
lation we are introducing today would 
help speed therapies to children who 
need them by making needed changes 
to the Best Pharmaceuticals for Chil-
dren Act, BPCA, and the Pediatric Re-
search Equity Act, PREA—two laws 
that encourage and require the study 
of drugs in children. 

Data resulting from BPCA and PREA 
studies are added to drug labels to give 
parents and providers essential infor-
mation on the safety and efficacy of 
drugs used in children. I was proud to 
have helped author these laws when I 
was a member of the Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee. While we have made tremen-
dous progress in advancing treatments 
for children because of these laws, 
there are gaps. For example, there is a 
loophole in PREA that exempts drug 
companies from pediatric study re-
quirements when the treatment would 
only be used for a rare pediatric condi-
tion. 

There are close to 7,000 rare diseases 
without appropriate treatments, and 
the vast majority of these diseases af-
fect children as well as adults. But in 
developing new drugs also known as or-
phan drugs to treat rare diseases, phar-

maceutical developers focus their re-
search on adult patients only since 
they are not required to study their 
impact on children. 

Since the majority of new drugs ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, FDA, are orphan drugs, this 
means that the majority of newly ap-
proved drugs have not been studied for 
their impacts on kids. This leaves doc-
tors, parents, and sick kids in the dark 
about the best possible treatments. Our 
bill closes this loophole to require 
studies for children so that that they, 
too, can benefit from new and innova-
tive treatments for rare diseases. 

In addition to this change, the Inno-
vation in Pediatric Drugs Act would in-
vest in pediatric studies of older, off- 
patent drugs. The FDA incentives and 
requirements under BPCA and PREA 
work for many newer drugs, but unfor-
tunately cannot help encourage studies 
of older drugs. For this reason, in 2002, 
Congress authorized a program which 
funds the National Institutes of Health 
to conduct studies of off-patent drugs 
used in children that would never be 
completed otherwise. Drug studies are 
expensive, and costs have only in-
creased since then, but the program 
has been flat-funded at $25 million 
since it was created more than 20 years 
ago. Our legislation would increase the 
authorization for the BPCA NIH pro-
gram to ensure we have better data 
about older drugs to treat diseases in 
children. 

Lastly, the Innovation in Pediatric 
Drugs Act would give FDA the author-
ity it needs to ensure that legally re-
quired pediatric studies are completed 
in a timely manner. Due dates for stud-
ies required by PREA are typically de-
ferred by FDA until after the approval 
of the drug for adults, but FDA has no 
effective enforcement tools to ensure 
that these studies are completed on 
time—or at all. 

I am pleased to be working with my 
colleague Senator CAPITO again on pe-
diatric health issues. We have worked 
closely for many years on pediatric 
cancer, first authoring the Childhood 
Cancer Survivorship, Treatment, Ac-
cess, and Research, STAR, Act in 2015. 
That bill was signed into law in 2018, 
and we worked to fully fund the law 
every year since. 

I look forward to working with her to 
move the Innovation in Pediatric 
Drugs Act forward, to give children and 
their families more options for treat-
ments. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. REED, and 
Mr. WELCH): 

S. 710. A bill to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to prevent fraudu-
lent transactions at virtual currency 
kiosks, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, now on a 
totally different subject, I would like 
to tell you about one of my constitu-
ents. He is a man from New Lenox, IL, 
in the suburbs of Chicago. 
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