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approval of the Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber of the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 95—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF FEBRUARY 23,
2025, TO MARCH 1, 2025, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL FENTANYL AWARENESS
WEEK” AND RAISING AWARE-
NESS OF THE NEGATIVE IM-
PACTS OF FENTANYL IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself
and Mr. JUSTICE) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 95

Whereas, as of August 2024, drug overdoses
during the previous 12 months claimed a re-
ported 86,678 lives in the United States;

Whereas countless families in the United
States are now facing the unimaginable pain
of losing a child, mother, father, sibling or
loved one taken by deadly, illegal fentanyl;

Whereas the life expectancy in the United
States remains impacted by the opioid crisis,
with people born in 2023 estimated to live
78.4 years;

Whereas social isolation and poor support
systems contribute to increased overdose
risk among older adults;

Whereas, from 2022 to 2023, adults aged 65
and older experienced the largest percentage
increase in the rate of drug overdose deaths,
with an increase of 11.4 percent;

Whereas fentanyl is 50 times more potent
than heroin, and is considered the deadliest
drug threat in the United States;

Whereas drug traffickers use illicit
fentanyl to produce fake or counterfeit pills;
Whereas drug traffickers are using

fentanyl-laced fake or counterfeit pills to ex-
ploit the opioid crisis in the United States;

Whereas, without laboratory testing, there
is no safe way to know how much fentanyl is
concentrated in a pill or powder;

Whereas those illicit drugs are primarily
made in secret factories in Mexico with
chemicals mostly from China;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Agency has
issued warnings about brightly-colored
fentanyl-laced pills being used to target
young individuals in the United States;

Whereas less than 2 milligrams is consid-
ered a deadly dose of fentanyl;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Agency an-
nounced that in 2024 alone, the Drug En-
forcement Agency seized over 367,000,000
doses of potentially deadly fentanyl, enough
to kill every individual in the United States,
which included—

(1) more than 55,000,000 fentanyl-laced pills;
and

(2) 7,800 pounds of fentanyl powder;

Whereas U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion seized more than 21,889 pounds of
fentanyl in fiscal year 2024;

Whereas fentanyl has also been found in
street drugs such as cocaine, heroin, and
methamphetamine; and

Whereas, according to data from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention,
fentanyl-related poisonings are currently the
leading cause of death for individuals in the
United States ages 18 to 45: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) applauds the work of Federal, State,
and local law enforcement agencies for their
work in combating the fentanyl crisis;

(2) applauds the work of treatment and re-
covery organizations that help individuals
with substance use disorder;
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(3) encourages all individuals to only use
medication prescribed through their physi-
cian;

(4) encourages anyone suffering from sub-
stance use disorder to seek assistance; and

(5) designates February 23, 2025, through
March 1, 2025, as ‘‘National Fentanyl Aware-
ness Week”’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 96—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 24 THROUGH FEBRUARY
28, 2025, AS “PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WEEK”’

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. REED,
Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KING, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. WELCH, Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. PETERS, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. PADILLA)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 96

Whereas public education is a significant
institution in a 21st-century democracy;

Whereas public schools in the TUnited
States educate students about the values and
beliefs that hold the individuals of the
United States together as a nation;

Whereas public schools prepare young indi-
viduals of the United States to contribute to
the society, economy, and citizenry of the
country;

Whereas 87 percent of children
United States attend public schools;

Whereas Federal, State, and local law-
makers should—

(1) prioritize support for strengthening the
public schools of the United States;

(2) empower superintendents, principals,
and other school leaders to implement, man-
age, and lead school districts and schools in
partnership with educators, parents, and
other local education stakeholders; and

(3) support services and programs that are
critical to helping students engage in learn-
ing, including counseling, extracurricular
activities, and mental health support;

Whereas public schools should foster inclu-
sive, safe, and high-quality environments in
which children can learn to think critically,
problem solve, and build relationships;

Whereas public schools should provide en-
vironments in which all students have the
opportunity to succeed beginning in their
earliest years, regardless of who a student is
or where a student lives;

Whereas Congress should support—

(1) efforts to advance equal opportunity
and excellence in public education;

(2) efforts to implement evidence-based
practices in public education; and

(3) continuous improvements to public edu-
cation;

Whereas every child should—

(1) receive an education that helps the
child reach the full potential of the child;
and

(2) attend a school that offers a high-qual-
ity educational experience;

Whereas Federal funding, in addition to
State and local funds, supports the access of
students to inviting classrooms, well-pre-
pared educators, and services to support
healthy students, including nutrition and
afterschool programs;

Whereas teachers, paraprofessionals, and
principals should provide students with a
well-rounded education and strive to create
joy in learning;

Whereas superintendents, principals, other
school leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals,

in the
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and parents make public schools vital com-
ponents of communities and are working
hard to improve educational outcomes for
children across the country; and

Whereas the week of February 24 through
February 28, 2025, is an appropriate period to
designate as ‘‘Public Schools Week’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates the
week of February 24 through February 28,
2025 as ‘‘Public Schools Week”’.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 97—HON-
ORING THE LIFE OF NEBRASKA
COMMUNITY LEADER HOWARD L.
HAWKS

Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and Mrs.
FISCHER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 97

Whereas, in 1935, Howard L. Hawks (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘Hawks’’) was
born in Carleton, Nebraska;

Whereas, in 1987, Hawks co-founded
Tenaska Energy, where Hawks served as—

(1) Chairman and CEO until 2010; and

(2) Chairman until 2022;

Whereas Hawks grew Tenaska Energy from
a small business out of Omaha, Nebraska, to
1 of the largest private companies in the
United States;

Whereas Hawks remained active in
Tenaska Energy even after transitioning to
Chairman Emeritus in 2022;

Whereas, through his dedication to the
community around him, Hawks served as—

(1) a Regent at the University of Nebraska
for 18 years; and

(2) a Board Member of Creighton Univer-
sity for 12 years;

Whereas, among his many philanthropic ef-
forts, Hawks transformed the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln in both athletics and aca-
demics and, in 2023, the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln honored Hawks and his wife
with the Regents Medal to recognize their
contributions;

Whereas Hawks supported various efforts
and projects across the University of Ne-
braska system, including—

(1) Howard L. Hawks Hall;

(2) a business ethics and leadership chair
for the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Col-
lege of Business;

(3) Kiewit Hall for the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln College of Engineering;

(4) the Hawks Championship Center and
Hawks Field at Haymarket Park for Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln athletics;

(5) Baxter Arena and the baseball and soft-
ball complex for University of Nebraska-
Omaha Athletics;

(6) the renovation to the Durham Science
Center for University of Nebraska-Omaha;

(7) the Tim Hawks Chair in Cancer Preven-
tion and Population Science in the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center College of
Public Health;

(8) the Rhonda and Howard Hawks Move-
ment Disorders Fellowship in the University
of Nebraska Medical Center Department of
Neurological Sciences;

(9) the Sharing Clinic, a University of Ne-
braska Medical Center student-run clinic;
and

(10) student scholarships;

Whereas Hawks served on the executive
committee for ‘‘Campaign for Nebraska: Un-
limited Possibilities’’, a fundraising cam-
paign conducted from 2005 to 2014 that raised
$1,800,000,000 in private support for the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln; and

Whereas Hawks’ philanthropic commit-
ment extended well beyond the University of
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