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Michelle and I extend our best wishes to members of the Orthodox Christian community
here in America and around the world as they observe Holy Friday and the Feast of the
Resurrection.

For Orthodox Christians, this is a time to remember the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, to rejoice
in the victory of the Resurrection, and to be transformed by the renewing of our minds in
accordance with God's will.

We lift up in prayer the members of the Orthodox community who have been persecuted
for their faith and subjected to unspeakable acts of violence, and we seek the release of those
who have been kidnapped. We remember those who have been driven from their homelands
and who have seen their religious institutions desecrated or destroyed. And we stand in
solidarity with Orthodox Christians and people of all faiths and pledge to continue our work to
ensure that all people are able to live in peace, justice, and freedom.

During this season of hope, we remember that the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. We wish all who celebrate a blessed Easter.
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