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President Moon. As President of the United States, this is the first state visit to Korea in 25
years. And since the launch of my new administration, this is the first state visit that I'm
receiving from overseas. I would like to warmly welcome you and Mrs. Trump both to Korea
and to Cheong Wa Dae. So I hope that I will have an opportunity to repay the warm hospitality
that I received from you when I visited Washington, DC, in June.

And so T heard this past Sunday there was some tragic news from Texas. I believe that you
would have the even more heavier heart because you were traveling overseas when this
happened. On behalf of the Korean Government and the Korean people, I would like to
convey my heartfelt condolences to you, Mr. President, and the American people.

President Trump. Thank you.

President Moon. And also, I would like to congratulate you in advance. Tomorrow is your
1-year anniversary of your election victory.

President Trump. That's right.

President Moon. And 1 believe it has not been 1 year yet, your time in office, but you have
already—you are already making great progress on making America great again, as you have
promised on the campaign trail.

President Trump. Oh, that's very nice.

President Moon. And I would like to congratulate you on the progress that you've been
making on the economy and also the fact that the stock market has been—has continued to
break new records every day.

President Trump. Thank you.

President Moon. And thanks to that, the stock market in Korea is also performing very
well. It is good to know that both of us are doing very well.

And I would also like to commend you on your efforts in leading the international
collaboration and unity when it comes to countering North Korean nuclear issue. I know that
you have put this issue at the top of your security agenda. So I hope that your visit to Korea and
to the Asia-Pacific region will serve as an opportunity to relieve some of the anxiety that the
Korean people have due to North Korea's provocations and also serve as a turning point in
resolving North Korean nuclear issue.

The Korean people welcome you as one, and we have great expectations.

President Trump. Thank you very much. President Moon, I want to thank you so much for
that beautiful ceremony. It doesn't get more beautiful than that, and I know the work that was
put into it. And I watched all of those tens of thousands of people along the route in proudly
waving your flag, your great flag, and also waving the American flag, in many cases. And I was
very happy to see such spirit. You have tremendous spirit in this country, and it's a great
country.



And I just have to say that it's an honor to be with you and your beautiful wife. And we
look forward to having a very successful, really, day of talks. We'll start right now, and we'll
conclude sometime tomorrow. And then, I go off to China, where we look forward to a
tremendous success also. We just left Japan, and there's a great spirit. It's a great part of the
world, and it's a very tremendous honor to be here and to be with you.

And again, I very much appreciate the reception. Thank you very much.
NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:45 p.m. at the Blue House. In his remarks, he

referred to Kim Jung-sook, wife of President Moon. President Moon spoke in Korean, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.
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