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Remarks Prior to a Meeting with Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of Singapore and 
an Exchange With Reporters in New York City 
September 23, 2019 

President Trump. Well, thank you very much. As we just said, we signed a very important 
agreement having to do with defense and mutual defense and, I guess you could say, mutual 
offense also. 

But we—we're now going to talk about trade. We do tremendous amounts of trade with 
Singapore. And the Prime Minister—highly respected. One of the truly most respected men 
anywhere in the world. And he's been my friend for a long time. And we're doing very well. But 
we do tremendous trade with Singapore, and we appreciate it very much, Mr. Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister Lee. Well, thank you, Mr. President. As you said, we just signed an 
agreement to extend our memorandum of understanding on defense cooperation. 

President Trump. Right. 

Prime Minister Lee. It's the second time we are extending this. It reflects a very good 
defense relationship we have between the two countries, but also reflects our broader cooperation 
and friendship. 

And, in economics, we have an FTA between the U.S. and Singapore. 

President Trump. Right. 

Prime Minister Lee. The volume of trade is substantial and the volume of investments too. In 
Singapore, you are one—you are our most important foreign investor. And, in America, as small 
as we are, we have $55 billion worth of investments—— 

President Trump. That's not too bad. 

Prime Minister Lee. ——in many different States and, generally, I think they tell me, a 
quarter million U.S. jobs. So it's not bad for a small country. 

President Trump. Not bad. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Lee. And we'd like to do more, and we hope that you will do more in 
Singapore and also in the Asia-Pacific region. 

President Trump. Well, we had a very successful meeting with Kim Jong Un of North 
Korea, and it was in Singapore. And people don't give that meeting as much credit as it deserves. 
The relationship was established, and it was a tremendous success. 

And we saw each other there. Really got to know each other there very well. And you've 
done a fantastic job. It's a great country. 

Prime Minister Lee. Well, we were very honored to host that first summit between you 
and—— 

President Trump. Right. 

Prime Minister Lee. ——Mr. Kim. We are happy that it has helped to turn the situation in 
Korea around and pointing in the right direction. And we wish you every success in continuing to 
make progress on this very difficult task. 
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President Trump. Well, thank you. It's moving along pretty well, actually. So thank you very 
much. That was a great couple of days we spent, and we enjoyed it. Thank you. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you. 

President Trump. Thank you very much, everybody. 

Environment 
Q. Mr. President, why did you go to the climate change meeting today? Why—what 

prompted you to pop in there? 

President Trump. Because I believe in clean air and clean water. It's very simple. We have 
the cleanest air. We have the cleanest water. Cleaner than it's ever been before in our country. 
And I like clean air, and I like clean water. 

The President's Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly 
Q. Are you going to—could you give us a little flavor of your speech tomorrow? Are you 

going to bring up Iran, North Korea? 

President Trump. I'm—we're going to bring up a lot, Steve [Steve A. Holland, Reuters]. We 
have a lot of different things to talk about. And if I talk about everything that we're working on, it 
would go on for 2 days. 

But there are a lot of things to talk about. We have a lot of really great relationships, and we 
have some relationships that are—let's call it—"in formation." We're being nice. 

But we'll be talking about Iran. We'll be talking about various things that we're doing. And 
we're having tremendous success. We're also going to be talking about the economy. As you 
know, Mr. Prime Minister, our economy is doing fantastically well. We have the best 
unemployment numbers we've ever had in most categories, and getting better. We just had some 
phenomenal results today, Steve, as I understand it. We just had—Wilbur, we just had a great 
couple of numbers. 

Larry Kudlow, could you discuss that, please? 

National Economic Council Director Lawrence A. Kudlow. PMI—— 

President Trump. Some great numbers just came out. 

Director Kudlow. PMI, manufacturing, up. Up. Unfortunately, Europe's was down, and 
Germany's was down a lot. So it looks like we're in a turning zone back up on manufacturing, sir. 

President Trump. Others were down, and we're up. And we continue to go in the right 
direction. We're getting numbers that we never anticipated having. And we're doing very well. 
Other parts of the world are not doing nearly as well. 

But—and I think we have tremendous potential upward. 

Iran 
Q. Just on Iran, are you going to make the case to keep the pressure on them in your speech 

tomorrow? 

President Trump. Well, I don't want to say now, Steve. But, look, we have a lot of pressure 
on them right now, more pressure than they've ever had. And Iran knows that they're in a position 
that they're—a lot of things are going to happen. Let me just put it this way: A lot of things are 
happening with respect to Iran, a lot more than you would know, a lot more than the media 
knows. But a lot of things are happening. Okay? I'll be discussing it a little bit tomorrow. 
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Anybody else? 

Personal Attorney to the President Rudolph W. Giuliani/News Media 
Q. Mr. President, are you content with the way Rudy Giuliani has been handling the Ukraine 

situation over the last—— 

President Trump. I think he was excellent. I watched him the other night. I haven't watched 
that show in a long time. I don't watch CNN because it's fake news. [Laughter] But I watched 
Rudy take apart Fredo. Fredo's performance was incompetent. Rudy took him apart. 

The press doesn't give him credit, because they take little tiny snippets, where wherever 
Rudy was a little bit—if he mispronounces a word, they'll show that. They won't show the whole. 
Rudy Giuliani took Fredo to the cleaners. It's the first time I've watched CNN in a long time too. I 
hate to watch it, because it's so fake. 

Okay? Thank you very much, everybody. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:54 p.m. at the InterContinental New York Barclay hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to Chairman of the State Affairs Commission Kim Jong Un of North Korea; 
Secretary of the Treasury Steven T. Mnuchin; Secretary of Commerce Wilbur L. Ross, Jr.; and 
Chris Cuomo, anchor, CNN's "Cuomo Prime Time" program. 
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