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GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

41 CFR Part 101-35
RIN 3090-AG03

Relocation of FIRMR Provisions
Relating to the Use of Government
Telephone Systems and GSA Services
and Assistance

AGENCY: Office of Governmentwide
Policy; GSA.

ACTION: Interim rule.

SUMMARY: The General Services
Administration (GSA) is extending
Federal Property Management
Regulations provisions regarding
Management and Use of
Telecommunications Resources.

DATES: Effective date: This rule was
effective August 8, 1996. Expiration
date: August 8, 1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David R. Middledorf, Office of
Governmentwide Policy, telephone
202-501-1551.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FPMR
interim F1 was published in the Federal
Register on August 7, 1996, 61 FR
41003. The expiration date of the
interim rule is August 8, 1998. This
supplement extends the expiration date
until August 8, 1999.

List of Subjects in 41 CFR Part 101-35

Archives and records, Computer
technology, Telecommunications,
Government procurement, Property
management, Records management,
Information technology. Therefore, the
expiration date for interim rule F-1
published at 61 FR 41003, August 7,
1996, is extended until August 8, 1999.

Dated: May 12, 1998.
David Barram,
Administrator of General Services.
[FR Doc. 98-13388 Filed 5-19-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6820-34-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

48 CFR Parts 232 and 252
[DFARS Case 98-D012]

Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement; Electronic
Funds Transfer

AGENCY: Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Interim rule with request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Director of Defense
Procurement has issued an interim rule

amending the Defense Federal
Acquisition Regulation Supplement
(DFARS) to provide policy and
procedures for the use of the electronic
funds transfer (EFT) method of contract
payment when the payment office uses
the central contractor registration (CCR)
database as its source of EFT
information. This rule eliminates
requirements for duplicate submissions
of EFT information by DoD contractors.
DATES: Effective date: June 1, 1998.

Comment date: Comments on the
interim rule should be submitted in
writing to the address shown below on
or before July 20, 1998, to be considered
in the formulation of the final rule.

ADDRESSES: Interested parties should
submit written comments to: Defense
Acquisition Regulations Council, Attn:
Ms. Sandra G. Haberlin, PDUSD(A&T)
DP (DAR), IMD 3D139, 3062 Defense
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-3062.
Telefax number (703) 602—0350.

E-mail comments submitted over the
Internet should be addressed to:
dfars@acq.osd.mil

Please cite DFARS Case 98-D012 in
all correspondence related to this issue.
E-mail comments should cite DFARS
Case 98-D012 in the subject line.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ms. Sandra G. Haberline, (703) 602—
0131.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Background

An interim rule amending the Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) was
published in the Federal Register on
August 29, 1996 (61 FR 45770). The rule
added a new FAR Subpart 32.11,
Electronic Funds Transfer, which
provides policy and procedures for
Government payment by EFT. The rule
also added two contract clauses: FAR
52.232-33, Mandatory Information for
Electronic Funds Transfer Payment, and
FAR 52.232—-34, Optional Information
for Electronic Funds Transfer Payment.
FAR 52.232-33 requires the contractor
to provide EFT information as a
condition of payment under the
contract. When FAR 52.232-33 will not
be included in a contract, FAR 52.232—
34 is used if EFT may become a viable
method of payment during the period of
contract performance, and the clause
becomes effective if the Government
and the contractor agree to commence
EFT. Both clauses require the contractor
to provide EFT information to the
cognizant payment office for each
contract awarded to the contractor.

A final DFARS rule was published in
the Federal Register on March 31, 1998
(63 FR 15316). The rule added DFARS
Subpart 204.73 and a contract clause at

DFARS 252.204-7004, Required Central
Contractor Registration, and requires
contractor registration in a DoD CCR
database prior to award of a contract,
basic agreement, basic ordering
agreement, or blanket purchase
agreement, unless the award results
from a solicitation issued on or before
May 31, 1998. The rule requires that
contractors register on a one-time basis,
and confirm on an annual basis that
their CCR registration is accurate and
complete. As part of the registration
process, contractors are required to
furnish their EFT payment information
into the CCR database.

This interim DFARs rule eliminates
conflicting and administratively
burdensome requirements for
contractors to provide EFT information
to the payment office for each contract
awarded (in accordance with FAR
52.232-33 or FAR 52.232-34), and into
the CCR database (in accordance with
DFARS 252.204-7004). This rule
prescribes the use of a new clause at
DFARS 252.232-7009, Payment by
Electronic Funds Transfer (CCR),
instead of either EFT FAR clause, for
contracts that include the clause at
252.204-7004 and that will be paid by
EFT. DFARS 252.232-7009 is especially
tailored for those DoD contractors that
are required to register in the CCR
database.

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act

The interim rule may have a
significant beneficial economic impact
on a substantial number of small entities
within the meaning of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601, et seq. An
Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis
has been performed and is summarized
as follows:

The objective of the rule is to revise
current procedures for the use of
electronic funds transfer in order to
accommodate the DoD requirement for
contractors to register into a CCR
database; thus, eliminating conflicting
and administratively burdensome
requirements for both large and small
contractors.

FAR 52.232-33 and FAR 52.232-34
require, for each contract awarded, the
contractor to provide EFT information
to the cognizant payment office. In
addition, DFARS 204.7302 requires
contractor registration in a DoD CCR
database prior to award of a contract,
basic agreement, basic ordering
agreement, or blanket purchase
agreement, unless the award results
from a solicitation issued on or before
May 31, 1998. As part of the registration
process, contractors are required to
furnish their EFT information.
Therefore, Contractors are required to
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