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What is the cost impact of the affected
airplanes on the U.S. Register? We
estimate that it would take
approximately 10 workhours per
airplane to accomplish the proposed
actions, and that the average labor rate
is approximately $60 an hour. There is
no cost for parts to accomplish the
proposed actions.

Based on these figures, we estimate
the total cost impact of the proposed AD
on U.S. operators to be $181,800, or
$600 per airplane.

Regulatory Impact

These proposed regulations would not
have a substantial direct effect on the
States, on the relationship between the
national government and the States, or
on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, FAA
determines that this proposed rule
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this action (1) is not a
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. The FAA has placed a
copy of the draft regulatory evaluation
prepared for this action in the Rules
Docket. You may contact the Rules
Docket (at the location provided under
the caption ADDRESSES) to get a copy of
this evaluation.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the Federal Aviation Administration
proposes to amend part 39 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]
2. FAA amends Section 39.13 by

adding a new airworthiness directive
(AD) to read as follows:
Raytheon Aircraft Company (Type

Certificate No. A24CE formerly held by

the Beech Aircraft Corporation):
Docket No. 2000–CE–02–AD.

(a) What airplanes are affected by this AD?
This AD affects the following airplanes,
certificated in any category:

(1) Part I of this AD: Wing fuel quantity
wiring harness attachment improvement.

Model Serial No.

1900C ............. UC–1 through UC–174.
1900C (C–12J) UD–1 through UD–6.
1900D ............. UE–1 through UE–331.

(2) Part II of this AD: Wiggins coupling
adhesive sealing.

Model Serial No.

1900C ............. UC–1 through UC–174.
1900C (C–12J) UD–1 through UD–6.
1900D ............. UE–1 through UE–354.

(b) Who must comply with this AD?
Anyone who wishes to operate any of the
above airplanes on the U.S. Register must
comply with this AD.

(c) What problem does this AD address?
The actions specified by this AD are intended
to prevent the following:

(1) Part I of this AD: chafing between the
wing fuel quantity wiring harness and the
internal wing harness supports at each wing
rib location, which could cause the fuel
quantity indication to become unreliable.
This could leave the flight crew without an
indication of the amount of fuel the airplane
has during flight; and

(2) Part II of this AD: fuel from leaking
through the wiring carry-through conduit and
into the wing tip or wheel well area, which
could lead to a fire or explosion.

(d) What must I do to address this
problem? To address this problem, you must
accomplish the following actions:

(1) Part I of this AD: Install a spiral wrap
around the wing fuel quantity wiring
harness; and

(2) Part II of this AD: Apply an adhesive
sealant to the Wiggins couplings on the
internal fuel tank wiring carry-through
conduit.

(e) What is the compliance time of all
actions of this AD? You must accomplish all
actions of this AD at whichever of the
following times that occurs first:

(1) Within the next 3 calendar months after
the effective date of this AD; or

(2) Within the next 600 hours time-in-
service (TIS) after the effective date of this
AD.

(f) What procedures must I use to
accomplish the actions required in this AD?
You must use the procedures in Raytheon
Mandatory Service Bulletin No. SB 28–3299,
Issued: December, 1999, to accomplish the
actions of this AD.

(g) Can I comply with this AD in any other
way? Yes.

(1) You may use an alternative method of
compliance or adjust the compliance time if:

(i) Your alternative method of compliance
provides an equivalent level of safety; and

(ii) The Manager, Wichita Aircraft
Certification Office (ACO), approves your
alternative. Submit your request through an

FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who
may add comments and then send it to the
Manager, Wichita ACO.

(2) This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or
repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (g)(1) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if you have not eliminated the
unsafe condition, specific actions you
propose to address it.

(h) Where can I get information about any
already-approved alternative methods of
compliance? Contact Jeff Pretz, Aerospace
Engineer, Wichita Aircraft Certification
Office, FAA, 1801 Airport Road, Mid-
Continent Airport, Wichita, Kansas 67209;
telephone: (316) 946–4153; facsimile: (316)
946–4407.

(i) What if I need to fly the airplane to
another location to comply with this AD? The
FAA can issue a special flight permit under
sections 21.197 and 21.199 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197 and
21.199) to operate your airplane to a location
where you can accomplish the requirements
of this AD.

(j) Who should I contact if I have questions
regarding the service information? Questions
or technical information related to Raytheon
Mandatory Service Bulletin No. SB 28–3299,
Issued: December, 1999, should be directed
to Raytheon Aircraft Corporation, P.O. Box
85, Wichita, Kansas 67201–0085. This service
information may be examined at the FAA,
Central Region, Office of the Regional
Counsel, 901 Locust, Room 506, Kansas City,
Missouri 64106.

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on March
14, 2000.
Carolanne L. Cabrini,
Acting Manager, Small Airplane Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 00–7091 Filed 3–21–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 99–SW–37–AD]

Airworthiness Directives; Sikorsky
Aircraft Corporation (Sikorsky) Model
S–76A Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes
adopting a new airworthiness directive
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(AD) applicable to Sikorsky Model S–
76A helicopters. The AD would require
inspecting at specified intervals until
installing a soft-start assembly retrofit
kit on the air conditioning system to
prevent a continuous flow of current
through the soft-start resistor. This
proposal is prompted by a report of
overheating of the soft-start assembly.
The actions specified by the proposed
AD are intended to prevent overheating
of the air conditioning soft-start
assembly, damage in the lower tailcone,
an electrical fire, and subsequent loss of
control of the helicopter.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before May 22, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 99–SW–37–
AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663,
Fort Worth, Texas 76137. Comments
may be inspected at this location
between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm, Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation, Attn:
Manager, Commercial Tech Support,
6900 Main Street, P.O. Box 9729,
Stratford, Connecticut 06615–9129,
phone (203) 386–7860, fax (203) 386–
4703. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort
Worth, Texas.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Terry Fahr, Boston Aircraft Certification
Office, 12 New England Executive Park,
Burlington, MA 01803, telephone (781)
238–7155, fax (781) 238–7199.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited
Interested persons are invited to

participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments, specified
above, will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposals contained in this notice may
be changed in light of the comments
received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,

in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket No. 99–SW–37–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs
Any person may obtain a copy of this

NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Southwest Region, Attention: Rules
Docket No. 99–SW–37–AD, 2601
Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth,
Texas 76137.

Discussion
This document proposes adopting a

new AD applicable to Sikorsky Model
S–76A helicopters. The AD would
require inspecting the soft-start
assembly at intervals not to exceed 25
hours time-in-service until installing a
soft-start assembly retrofit kit on the
Aero Aire Air Conditioning System, part
number (P/N) S–76A–1–2, in 120
calendar days to prevent a continuous
flow of current through the soft-start
resistor. This proposal is prompted by a
report of overheating of the air
conditioning soft-start assembly. This
condition, if not corrected, could cause
serious secondary damage in the lower
tailcone, an electrical fire, and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.

The FAA has reviewed Sikorsky Alert
Service Bulletin 76–21–4A, dated
February 24, 1998 (ASB). The ASB
refers operators to procedures in Aero
Aire Corp. Service Bulletins 970001,
Revision A, dated September 18, 1997,
for inspecting the soft-start assembly,
and 970002, dated December 18, 1997,
for installing a soft-start assembly
retrofit kit, P/N 76SB001, on the Aero
Aire Air Conditioning System, P/N S–
76A–1–2, on Sikorsky Model S–76A
helicopters. The ASB states the
procedures are necessary to prevent
overheating of the air conditioning soft-
start assembly that could cause serious
secondary damage in the lower tailcone.

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other Sikorsky Model S–76A
helicopters of the same type designs, the
proposed AD would require inspecting
the soft start assembly at intervals not to
exceed 25 hours time-in-service until

installing a soft-start control assembly
retrofit kit on the Aero Aire Air
Conditioning System, P/N A–76A–1–2,
within 120 calendar days. The actions
would be required to be accomplished
in accordance with the Aero Aire
service bulletins described previously.

The FAA estimates that 9 helicopters
of U.S. registry would be affected by this
proposed AD, that it would take
approximately 3 work hours per
helicopter to accomplish the proposed
actions, and that the average labor rate
is $60 per work hour. Aero Aire Service
Bulletin No. 97002 states that the
retrofit kit will be provided at no charge.
Based on these figures, the total cost
impact of the proposed AD on U.S.
operators is estimated to be $1620.

The regulations proposed herein
would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
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§ 39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding a new airworthiness directive to
read as follows:
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation:

Docket No. 99–SW–37–AD.
Applicability: Model S–76A helicopters

with Aero Aire Air Conditioning System, part
number (P/N) S–76A–1–2, modified in
accordance with Supplemental Type
Certificate SH4680SW, certificated in any
category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each helicopter
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
otherwise modified, altered, or repaired in
the area subject to the requirements of this
AD. For helicopters that have been modified,
altered, or repaired so that the performance
of the requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (c) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent overheating of the air
conditioning soft-start control assembly,
damage in the lower tailcone, a fire, and
subsequent loss of control of the helicopter,
accomplish the following:

(a) Within 25 hours time-in-service (TIS)
and thereafter at intervals not to exceed 25
hours TIS, inspect the soft-start control
assembly in accordance with the
Accomplishment Instruction, Section III, of
Aero Aire Corporation Service Bulletin No.
970001, Revision A, dated September 18,
1997, except neither contact nor return of the
soft-start controller unit is required.

(b) Within 120 calendar days, install a soft
start assembly retrofit kit (kit), P/N 76SB001,
in accordance with the Accomplishment
Instructions, Section III, of Aero Aire
Corporation Service Bulletin 970002, dated
December 18, 1997. Installing the kit is
terminating action for the requirements of
this AD.

(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Boston
Aircraft Certification Office, FAA. Operators
shall submit their requests through an FAA
Principal Maintenance Inspector, who may
concur or comment and then send it to the
Manager, Boston Aircraft Certification Office.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Boston Aircraft
Certification Office.

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the helicopter
to a location where the requirements of this
AD can be accomplished.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 15,
2000.
Eric Bries,
Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 00–7112 Filed 3–21–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Airspace Docket No. 00–AWP–1]

Proposed Modification of Class E
Airspace; Willits, CA

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This action proposes to
modify the Class E airspace area at
Willits, CA. A revision of Global
Positioning System (GPS) Standard
Instrument Approach Procedure (SIAP)
to Runway (RWY) 16 and RWY 34 at
Ells Field-Willits Municipal Airport has
made this proposal necessary.
Additionally controlled airspace
extending upward from 700 feet or more
above the surface of the earth is needed
to contain aircraft executing the GPS
RWY 16 and RWY 34 SIAP to Ells Field-
Willits Municipal Airport. The intended
effect of this proposal is to provide
adequate controlled airspace for
Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) operations
at Ells Field-Willits Municipal Airport,
Willits, CA.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 17, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Send comments on the
proposal in triplicate to: Federal
Aviation Administration, Attn:
Manager, Airspace Branch, AWP–520,
Docket No. 00–AWP–1, Air Traffic
Division, 15000 Aviation Boulevard,
Lawndale, California 90261.

The official docket may be examined
in the Office of Regional Counsel,
Western-Pacific Region, Federal
Aviation Administration, Room 6007,
15000 Aviation Boulevard, Lawndale,
California 90261.

An informal docket may also be
examined during normal business hours
at the Office of the Manager, Airspace
Branch, Air Traffic Division at the above
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Larry Tonish, Air Traffic Airspace
Specialist, Airspace Branch, AWP–520,
Air Traffic Division, Western-Pacific
Region, Federal Aviation
Administration, 15000 Aviation

Boulevard, Lawndale, California 90261,
telephone (310) 725–6539.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments Invited
Interested parties are invited to

participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.
Communications should identify the
airspace docket number and be
submitted in triplicate to the address
listed below. Commenters wishing the
FAA to acknowledge receipt of their
comments on this action must submit
with the comments a self-addressed,
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made:
‘‘Comments to Airspace Docket No. 00–
AWP–1.’’ The postcard will be date/
time stamped and returned to the
commenter. All communications
received on or before the specified
closing date for comments will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposal contained
in this action may be changed in light
of comments received. All comments
submitted will be available for
examination in the Airspace Branch, Air
Traffic Division, 15000 Aviation
Boulevard, Lawndale, California 90261,
both before and after the closing date for
comments. A report summarizing each
substantive public contact with FAA
personnel concerned with this
rulemaking will be filed in the docket.

Availability of NPRM
Any person may obtain a copy of this

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM)
by submitting a request to the Federal
Aviation Administration, Airspace
Branch, 15000 Aviation Boulevard,
Lawndale, California 90261.
Communications must identify the
docket number of this NPRM. Persons
interested in being placed on a mailing
list for future NPRM’s should also
request a copy of Advisory Circular No.
11–2A, which describes the application
procedures.

The Proposal
The FAA is considering an

amendment to 14 CFR part 71 by
modifying the Class E airspace area at
Willits, CA. A revisions to the GPS RWY
16 and RWY 34 SIAP at Ells Field-
Willits Municipal Airport has made this
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