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materials on board an aircraft, including
proper shipping name, hazard class,
quantity, number of packages, and
location, to on-scene emergency
responders upon notification of an
accident or incident;

¢ Require commercial cargo and
passenger operators to report to the
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration all incidents involving
primary and secondary lithium
batteries, including those contained in
or packed with equipment, that occur
either on board or during loading or
unloading operations and retain the
failed items for evaluation purposes;

¢ Analyze the causes of all thermal
failures and fires involving secondary
and primary lithium batteries and,
based on this analysis, take appropriate
action to mitigate any risks determined
to be posed by transporting secondary
and primary lithium batteries, including
those contained in or packed with
equipment, on board cargo and
passenger aircraft as cargo; checked
baggage; or carry-on items;

e Eliminate regulatory exemptions for
the packaging, marking, and labeling of
cargo shipments of small secondary
lithium batteries (no more than 8 grams
equivalent lithium content) until the
analysis of the failures and the
implementation of risk-based
requirements asked for in Safety
Recommendation A—07—-108 are
completed;

e In collaboration with air carriers,
manufacturers of lithium batteries and
electronic devices, air travel
associations, and other appropriate
government and private organizations,
establish a process to ensure wider,
highly visible, and continuous
dissemination of guidance and
information to the air-traveling public,
including flight crews, about the safe
carriage of secondary (rechargeable)
lithium batteries or electronic devices
containing these batteries on board
passenger aircraft; and

e In collaboration with air carriers,
manufacturers of lithium batteries and
electronic devices, air travel
associations, and other appropriate
government and private organizations,
establish a process to periodically
measure the effectiveness of your efforts
to educate the air-traveling public,
including flight crews, about the safe
carriage of secondary (rechargeable)
lithium batteries or electronic devices
containing these batteries on board
passenger aircraft.

During the April 11th meeting we
plan to distribute and solicit feedback
on a draft action plan identifying
additional steps that will help to reduce
the risk associated with the transport of

lithium batteries, particularly in the air
mode.

Topics to be covered during the
public meeting include:

(1) Recent transportation incidents;

(2) Probable causes of battery
incidents;

(3) NTSB recommendations;

(4) PHMSA/FAA activities; and

(5) Action plan with next steps/
additional actions.

In addition, we plan to discuss the
effectiveness of stakeholder
partnerships in reducing the safety risks
posed by the transportation of lithium
batteries, ways to facilitate and foster
additional stakeholder partnerships, and
strategies for expanding the ongoing
DOT public awareness campaign.

The public is invited to attend
without prior notification. Due to the
heightened security measures,
participants are encouraged to arrive
early to allow time for security checks
necessary to obtain access to the
building.

Issued in Washington, DC on March 28,
2008.

Theodore L. Willke,

Associate Administrator for Hazardous
Materials Safety.

[FR Doc. E8—6923 Filed 4—2—08; 8:45 am]
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Burlington Shortline Railroad, Inc.,
d/b/a Burlington Junction Railway—
Acquisition and Operation
Exemption—BNSF Railway Company

Burlington Shortline Railroad, Inc.,
d/b/a Burlington Junction Railway
(BJRY), a Class III rail carrier, has filed
a verified notice of exemption under 49
CFR 1150.41 to acquire and operate,
pursuant to an agreement with BNSF
Railway Company (BNSF),
approximately 2.5 miles of BNSF
railroad properties consisting of certain
trackage, real properties, and railroad
operating rights. The railroad properties
consist of two tracks, numbered 3905
and 3930, connecting to a switch at
BNSF’s main rail line at milepost 39 in
Montgomery, IL. There are no mileposts
on the subject line.

The transaction is scheduled to be
consummated on April 19, 2008 (more
than 30 days after the notice of
exemption was filed).

BJRY certifies that its projected
annual revenues as a result of this
transaction will not exceed those that

qualify it as a Class III rail carrier and
will not exceed $5 million.

Pursuant to the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2008, Public Law
110-161, 193, 121 Stat. 1844 (2007),
nothing in this decision authorizes the
following activities at any solid waste
rail transfer facility: collecting, storing
or transferring solid waste outside of its
original shipping container; or
separating or processing solid waste
(including baling, crushing, compacting
and shredding). The term “‘solid waste”
is defined in section 1004 of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, 42 U.S.C. 6903.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke will not
automatically stay the effectiveness of
the exemption. Petitions to stay must be
filed no later than April 10, 2008 (at
least 7 days before the exemption
becomes effective).

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 35121, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, 395 E
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20423—
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on John D.
Heffner, John D. Heffner, PLLC, 1750 K
Street, NW., Suite 350, Washington, DC
20006.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: March 26, 2008.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Anne K. Quinlan,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. E8—6844 Filed 4—2—08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 682X)]

CSX Transportation, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in
Greenbrier and Fayette Counties, WV

CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) has
filed a notice of exemption under 49
CFR Part 1152 Subpart F—Exempt
Abandonments to abandon a 16.7-mile
line of railroad on CSXT’s Southern
Region, Huntington-East Division,
Sewell Subdivision, between milepost
CAF 27, near Rainelle, and milepost
CAF 43.7, near Nallen, in Greenbrier
and Fayette Counties, WV. The line
traverses United States Postal Service
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Zip Codes 25962, 25981 and 26680, and
includes the stations of Babcock and
Nallen.

CSXT has certified that: (1) No local
traffic has moved over the line for at
least 2 years; (2) any overhead traffic on
the line can be rerouted over other lines;
(3) no formal complaint filed by a user
of rail service on the line (or by a state
or local government entity acting on
behalf of such user) regarding cessation
of service over the line either is pending
with the Board or with any U.S. District
Court or has been decided in favor of
complainant within the 2-year period;
and (4) the requirements of 49 CFR
1105.7 (environmental report), 49 CFR
1105.8 (historic report), 49 CFR 1105.11
(transmittal letter), 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication), and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
abandonment shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of
intent to file an offer of financial
assistance (OFA) has been received, this
exemption will be effective on May 3,
2008, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do
not involve environmental issues,?
formal expressions of intent to file an
OFA under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2),2 and
trail use/rail banking requests under 49
CFR 1152.29 must be filed by April 14,
2008. Petitions to reopen or requests for
public use conditions under 49 CFR
1152.28 must be filed by April 23, 2008,
with the Surface Transportation Board,
395 E Street, SW., Washington, DC
20423-0001.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to CSXT’s
representative: Louis E. Gitomer, 600
Baltimore Ave., Suite 301, Towson, MD
21204.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

1The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA) in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the
exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 1.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any
request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible
so that the Board may take appropriate action before
the exemption’s effective date.

2Each OFA must be accompanied by the filing
fee, which is currently set at $1,300. See 49 CFR
1002.2(f)(25).

CSXT has filed environmental and
historic reports which address the
effects, if any, of the abandonment on
the environment and historic resources.
SEA will issue an environmental
assessment (EA) by April 8, 2008.
Interested persons may obtain a copy of
the EA by writing to SEA (Room 1100,
Surface Transportation Board,
Washington, DC 20423-0001) or by
calling SEA, at (202) 245-0305.
[Assistance for the hearing impaired is
available through the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1—
800—-877-8339.] Comments on
environmental and historic preservation
matters must be filed within 15 days
after the EA becomes available to the
public.

Environmental, historic preservation,
public use, or trail use/rail banking
conditions will be imposed, where
appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR
1152.29(e)(2), CSXT shall file a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify
that it has exercised the authority
granted and fully abandoned the line. If
consummation has not been effected by
CSXT’s filing of a notice of
consummation by April 3, 2009, and
there are no legal or regulatory barriers
to consummation, the authority to
abandon will automatically expire.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at “http://
www.stb.dot.gov.”

Decided: March 24, 2008.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Anne K. Quinlan,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. E8—6448 Filed 4-2—-08; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4915-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Finance Docket No. 34658]

Alaska Railroad Corporation—Petition
for Exemption—To Construct and
Operate a Rail Line Between North
Pole, Alaska and Delta Junction in
Alaska

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board.
ACTION: Notice of availability of final
scope of study for the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS).

SUMMARY: On July 6, 2007, the Alaska
Railroad Corporation (ARRC) filed a
petition with the Surface Transportation
Board (Board) pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
10502 for authority to construct and
operate a new rail line from the vicinity

of North Pole to Delta Junction, Alaska.
The project would involve the
construction and operation of
approximately 80 miles of new main
line track. Figure 1 shows ARRC’s
existing track and the proposed rail line
extension from North Pole to Delta
Junction (All figures are available for
viewing on the Board’s Web site at
www.stb.dot.gov by going to
“Environmental Matters,” then selecting
“Key Cases” in the dropdown; and then
when the next page appears, clicking
“Alaska Railroad—Northern Rail
Extension’’). Because the construction
and operation of this project has the
potential to result in significant
environmental impacts, the Board’s
Section on Environmental Analysis
(SEA) has determined that the
preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) is appropriate.

To help determine the scope of the
EIS, and as required by the Board’s
regulations at 49 CFR 1105.10(a)(2), SEA
published in the Federal Register and
mailed to the public on November 1,
2005, the Notice of Availability of Draft
Scope of Study for the EIS, Notice of
Scoping Meetings, and Request for
Comments. SEA also prepared and
distributed to the public a fact sheet that
introduced ARRC’s Northern Rail
Extension, announced SEA’s intent to
prepare an EIS, requested comments,
and gave notice of three public scoping
meetings to over 400 citizens, elected
officials, Federal, state, and local
agencies, tribal organizations, and other
potentially interested organizations
received this information. SEA held
three public scoping meetings in North
Pole, Delta Junction, and Anchorage,
Alaska on December 6, 7, and 8, 2005,
respectively.

The scoping comment period
concluded January 13, 2006. The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska
District (USACE); U.S. Coast Guard,
Seventeenth Coast Guard District
(USCG); Bureau of Land Management,
Alaska State Office (BLM); U.S.
Department of Defense, Alaskan
Command (ALCOM); U.S. Department
of Defense, 354th Fighter Wing, Eielson
Air Force Base (354th); Federal Transit
Administration, Region 10 (FTA);
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA);
and Alaska Department of Natural
Resources (ADNR) requested and were
granted cooperating agency status in
preparation of the EIS. After review and
consideration of all comments received,
this notice sets forth the final scope of
the EIS. The final scope reflects any
changes to the draft scope as a result of
the comments, summarizes and
addresses the principal environmental
concerns raised by the comments, and
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