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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Project No. 4428–000] 

Walden Hydro, LLC; Notice of 
Authorization for Continued Project 
Operation 

The license for the Walden 
Hydroelectric Project No. 4428 was 
issued for a period ending May 31, 
2022. 

Section 15(a)(1) of the FPA, 16 U.S.C. 
808(a)(1), requires the Commission, at 
the expiration of a license term, to issue 
from year-to-year an annual license to 
the then licensee(s) under the terms and 
conditions of the prior license until a 
new license is issued, or the project is 
otherwise disposed of as provided in 
section 15 or any other applicable 
section of the FPA. If the project’s prior 
license waived the applicability of 
section 15 of the FPA, then, based on 
section 9(b) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 558(c), and as 
set forth at 18 CFR 16.21(a), if the 
licensee of such project has filed an 
application for a subsequent license, the 
licensee may continue to operate the 
project in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the license after the 
minor or minor part license expires, 
until the Commission acts on its 
application. If the licensee of such a 
project has not filed an application for 
a subsequent license, then it may be 
required, pursuant to 18 CFR 16.21(b), 
to continue project operations until the 
Commission issues someone else a 
license for the project or otherwise 
orders disposition of the project. 

If the project is subject to section 15 
of the FPA, notice is hereby given that 
an annual license for Project No. 4428 
is issued to Walden Hydro, LLC for a 
period effective June 1, 2022 through 
May 31, 2023, or until the issuance of 
a new license for the project or other 
disposition under the FPA, whichever 
comes first. If issuance of a new license 
(or other disposition) does not take 
place on or before May 31, 2023, notice 
is hereby given that, pursuant to 18 CFR 
16.18(c), an annual license under 
section 15(a)(1) of the FPA is renewed 
automatically without further order or 
notice by the Commission, unless the 
Commission orders otherwise. 

If the project is not subject to section 
15 of the FPA, notice is hereby given 
that Walden Hydro, LLC is authorized to 
continue operation of the Walden 
Hydroelectric Project under the terms 
and conditions of the prior license until 
the issuance of a new license for the 

project or other disposition under the 
FPA, whichever comes first. 

Dated: June 22, 2022. 
Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2022–13821 Filed 6–28–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. CP22–466–000] 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc.; Notice 
of Intent To Prepare an Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Proposed 
Wahpeton Expansion Project; Request 
for Comments on Environmental 
Issues, and Schedule for 
Environmental Review 

The staff of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC or 
Commission) will prepare an 
environmental impact statement (EIS) 
that will discuss the environmental 
impacts of the Wahpeton Expansion 
Project (Project) involving construction 
and operation of facilities by WBI 
Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) 
in Cass and Richland Counties, North 
Dakota. The Commission will use this 
EIS in its decision-making process to 
determine whether the Project is in the 
public convenience and necessity. The 
schedule for preparation of the EIS is 
discussed in the Schedule for 
Environmental Review section of this 
notice. 

As part of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) review process, the 
Commission takes into account 
concerns the public may have about 
proposals and the environmental 
impacts that could result whenever it 
considers the issuance of a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity. This 
gathering of public input is referred to 
as ‘‘scoping.’’ By notice issued on 
January 4, 2022, in Docket No. PF21–4– 
000, the Commission opened a scoping 
period during WBI Energy’s planning 
process for the Project and prior to filing 
a formal application with the 
Commission, a process referred to as 
‘‘pre-filing.’’ WBI Energy has now filed 
an application with the Commission, 
and staff intends to prepare an EIS that 
will address the concerns raised during 
the pre-filing scoping process and 
comments received in response to this 
notice. 

By this notice, the Commission 
requests public comments on the scope 
of issues to address in the 
environmental document, including 

comments on potential alternatives and 
impacts, and any relevant information, 
studies, or analyses of any kind 
concerning impacts affecting the quality 
of the human environment. To ensure 
that your comments are timely and 
properly recorded, please submit your 
comments so that the Commission 
receives them in Washington, DC on or 
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on July 
22, 2022. Comments may be submitted 
in written or oral form. Further details 
on how to submit comments are 
provided in the Public Participation 
section of this notice. 

As mentioned above, during the pre- 
filing process, the Commission opened 
a scoping period which expired on 
February 3, 2022; however, Commission 
staff continued to accept comments 
during the entire pre-filing process. Staff 
also held two virtual scoping sessions to 
take oral scoping comments. Those 
sessions were held on January 25 and 
27, 2022. All substantive written and 
oral comments provided during pre- 
filing will be addressed in the EIS. 
Therefore, if you submitted comments 
on this Project to the Commission 
during the pre-filing process in Docket 
No. PF21–4–000 you do not need to file 
those comments again. 

If you are a landowner receiving this 
notice, a pipeline company 
representative may contact you about 
the acquisition of an easement to 
construct, operate, and maintain the 
proposed facilities. The company would 
seek to negotiate a mutually acceptable 
easement agreement. You are not 
required to enter into an agreement. 
However, if the Commission approves 
the Project, the Natural Gas Act conveys 
the right of eminent domain to the 
company. Therefore, if you and the 
company do not reach an easement 
agreement, the pipeline company could 
initiate condemnation proceedings in 
court. In such instances, compensation 
would be determined by a judge in 
accordance with state law. The 
Commission does not grant, exercise, or 
oversee the exercise of eminent domain 
authority. The courts have exclusive 
authority to handle eminent domain 
cases; the Commission has no 
jurisdiction over these matters. 

WBI Energy provided landowners 
with a fact sheet prepared by the FERC 
entitled ‘‘An Interstate Natural Gas 
Facility On My Land? What Do I Need 
To Know?’’ which addresses typically 
asked questions, including the use of 
eminent domain and how to participate 
in the Commission’s proceedings. This 
fact sheet along with other landowner 
topics of interest are available for 
viewing on the FERC website 
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