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• All vessels would adhere to current 
approach regulations—a 500-yard 
(457.2-meter or 1,500-foot) buffer zone 
created by a surfacing right whale—and 
must depart immediately at a safe and 
slow speed, in accordance with current 
regulations. Hauling any lobster gear 
would immediately cease (by removal) 
to accommodate the regulation and be 
reinitiated only after it is reasonable to 
assume the whale has left the area; 

• All vessels would provide 
mandatory, weekly gear loss reports; 

• All vessels would operate within a 
10-knot speed limit when transiting 
Restricted Areas or when whales are 
observed; 

• For fully on-demand gear without 
traditional surface markings, 
participants would use the Trap Tracker 
or an equivalent technology for retrieval 
and set positioning details, which 
would be available to Federal, state, and 
corresponding enforcement personnel, 
as well as other fishermen; 

• For fully on-demand gear without 
traditional surface markings, on-demand 
vertical lines would be marked with 
unique yellow/black/orange marks 
above the regional markings, in addition 
to ALWTRP regulations (per agreement 
with the NMFS Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Team Coordinator); 

• When fishing in ALWTRP 
Restricted Areas, vessels would check 
real-time right whale sightings 
information (such as Right Whale 
Sightings Advisories and Whale Alert 
before setting any gear and avoid areas 
of high right whale abundance, and all 
vessels would be recommended to 
follow this process when setting gear 
outside the ALWTRP Restricted Areas; 

• In the Restricted Areas, vessels 
would fly a unique flag for enforcement 
recognition; 

• The Center would provide monthly 
updates on any gear conflicts to the 
Sustainable Fisheries Division at the 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries 
Office; and, 

• Sustainable Fisheries Division staff 
would be invited to recurring gear 
coordination calls with time dedicated 
to EFP discussion. 

If approved, the applicant may 
request minor modifications and 
extensions to the EFP throughout the 
year. EFP modifications and extensions 
may be granted without further notice if 
they are deemed essential to facilitate 
completion of the proposed research 
and have minimal impacts that do not 
change the scope or impact of the 
initially approved EFP request. Any 
fishing activity conducted outside the 
scope of the exempted fishing activity 
would be prohibited. 

All comments received are a part of 
the public record and will generally be 
posted for public viewing at https://
www.noaa.gov/organization/ 
information-technology/foia-reading- 
room without change. All personal 
identifying information (e.g., name, 
address), confidential business 
information, or otherwise sensitive 
information submitted voluntarily by 
the sender will be publicly accessible. 
NMFS will accept anonymous 
comments (enter ‘‘anonymous’’ as the 
signature if you wish to remain 
anonymous). 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: June 14, 2023. 

Jennifer M. Wallace, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2023–13064 Filed 6–16–23; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: NMFS announces approval of 
a Marine Conservation Plan (MCP) for 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands (CNMI). 
DATES: This agency decision is effective 
from August 4, 2023, through August 3, 
2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may obtain a copy of 
the MCP, identified by NOAA–NMFS– 
2023–0058, from the Federal e- 
Rulemaking Portal, https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA- 
NMFS-2023-0058, or from the Western 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(Council), 1164 Bishop St., Suite 1400, 
Honolulu, HI 96813, tel 808–522–8220, 
www.wpcouncil.org. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Keith Kamikawa, Sustainable Fisheries, 
NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Office, 
808–725–5177. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
204(e) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) authorizes the 
Secretary of State, with the concurrence 

of the Secretary of Commerce 
(Secretary), and in consultation with the 
Council, to negotiate and enter into a 
Pacific Insular Area fishery agreement 
(PIAFA). A PIAFA would allow foreign 
fishing within the U.S. Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) adjacent to 
American Samoa, Guam, or the CNMI. 
The Governor of the Pacific Insular Area 
to which the PIAFA applies must 
request the PIAFA. The Secretary of 
State may negotiate and enter the PIAFA 
after consultation with, and concurrence 
of, the applicable Governor. 

Before entering into a PIAFA, the 
applicable Governor, with concurrence 
of the Council, must develop and 
submit to the Secretary a 3-year MCP 
providing details on uses for any funds 
collected by the Secretary under the 
PIAFA. NMFS is the designee of the 
Secretary for MCP review and approval. 
The Magnuson-Stevens Act requires 
payments received under a PIAFA to be 
deposited into the United States 
Treasury and then conveyed to the 
Treasury of the Pacific Insular Area for 
which funds were collected. 

In the case of violations by foreign 
fishing vessels in the EEZ around any 
Pacific Insular Area, amounts received 
by the Secretary attributable to fines and 
penalties imposed under the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act, including sums collected 
from the forfeiture and disposition or 
sale of property seized subject to its 
authority, shall be deposited into the 
Treasury of the Pacific Insular Area 
adjacent to the EEZ in which the 
violation occurred, after direct costs of 
the enforcement action are subtracted. 
The Pacific Insular Area government 
may use funds deposited into the 
Treasury of the Pacific Insular Area for 
fisheries enforcement and for 
implementation of an MCP. 

Federal regulations at 50 CFR 665.819 
authorize NMFS to specify catch limits 
for longline-caught bigeye tuna for U.S. 
territories. NMFS may also authorize 
each territory to allocate a portion of 
that limit to U.S. longline fishing vessels 
that are permitted to fish under the 
Fishery Ecosystem Plan for Pelagic 
Fisheries of the Western Pacific (FEP). 
Payments collected under specified 
fishing agreements are deposited into 
the Western Pacific Sustainable 
Fisheries Fund, and any funds 
attributable to a particular territory may 
be used only for implementation of that 
territory’s MCP. An MCP must be 
consistent with the Council’s FEPs, 
must identify conservation and 
management objectives (including 
criteria for determining when such 
objectives have been met), and must 
prioritize planned marine conservation 
projects. 
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At its 194th meeting held March 26– 
30, 2023, the Council reviewed and 
concurred with the MCP. On May 11, 
2023, the Governor of the CNMI 
submitted the MCP to NMFS for review 
and approval. The MCP contains the 
following seven conservation and 
management objectives: 

1. Improve fisheries data collection 
and reporting; 

2. Conduct resource assessment, 
monitoring, and research to gain a better 
understanding of marine resources and 
fisheries; 

3. Conduct enforcement training and 
monitoring activities to promote 
compliance with federal and local 
mandates; 

4. Promote responsible domestic 
fisheries development to provide long- 
term economic growth, stability, and 
local food production; 

5. Conduct education and outreach, 
enhance public participation, and build 
local capacity; 

6. Promote an ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management, climate change 
adaptation and mitigation, and regional 
cooperation; and 

7. Recognize the importance of island 
cultures and traditional fishing practices 
in managing fishery resources, and 
foster opportunities for participation. 

Please refer to the MCP for projects 
and activities designed to meet each 
objective, the evaluative criteria, and 
priority rankings. 

This notice announces that NMFS has 
reviewed the MCP, and has determined 
that it satisfies the requirements of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act. Accordingly, 
NMFS has approved the MCP for the 3- 
year period from August 4, 2023, 
through August 3, 2026. This MCP 
supersedes the one approved previously 
for August 4, 2020, through August 3, 
2023 (85 FR 29934, May 19, 2020). 

Dated: June 13, 2023. 
Jennifer M. Wallace, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2023–13007 Filed 6–16–23; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: As required by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995, the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC or 
Commission) requests comments on a 
proposed extension of approval of a 
collection of information from 
manufacturers and importers of 
mattresses and mattress pads. The 
collection of information is set forth in 
the Standard for the Flammability of 
Mattresses and Mattress Pads and the 
Standard for the Flammability (Open 
Flame) of Mattress Sets. These 
regulations establish testing and 
recordkeeping requirements for 
manufacturers and importers subject to 
the standards. The Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) 
previously approved the collection of 
information under control number 
3041–0014. OMB’s most recent 
extension of approval will expire on 
August 31, 2023. CPSC will consider all 
comments received in response to this 
notice, before requesting an extension of 
approval of this collection of 
information from OMB. 
DATES: The Office of the Secretary must 
receive comments not later than August 
21, 2023. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by Docket No. CPSC–2010– 
0055, by any of the following methods: 

Electronic Submissions: CPSC 
encourages you to submit electronic 
comments to the Federal eRulemaking 
Portal at: https://www.regulations.gov. 
Follow the instructions for submitting 
comments. CPSC typically does not 
accept comments submitted by 
electronic mail (email), except as 
described below. 

Mail/Hand Delivery/Courier/ 
Confidential Written Submissions: 
Submit comments by mail, hand 
delivery, or courier to: Office of the 
Secretary, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, 4330 East West Highway, 
Bethesda, MD 20814; telephone: (301) 
504–7479. If you wish to submit 
confidential business information, trade 
secret information, or other sensitive or 
protected information that you do not 
want to be available to the public, you 
may submit such comments by mail, 
hand delivery, or courier, or you may 
email them to: cpsc-os@cpsc.gov. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the agency name and docket 
number. CPSC may post all comments 
without change, including any personal 
identifiers, contact information, or other 
personal information provided, to: 
https://www.regulations.gov. Do not 
submit through this website: 
confidential business information, trade 
secret information, or other sensitive or 

protected information that you do not 
want to be available to the public. If you 
wish to submit such information, please 
submit it according to the instructions 
for mail/hand delivery/courier/ 
confidential written submissions. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to: https://
www.regulations.gov, insert the docket 
number, CPSC–2010–0055, into the 
‘‘Search’’ box, and follow the prompts. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Cynthia Gillham, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, 4330 East West 
Highway, Bethesda, MD 20814; (301) 
504–7791, or by email to: cgillham@
cpsc.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

A. Background 
CPSC promulgated the Standard for 

the Flammability of Mattresses and 
Mattress Pads, 16 CFR part 1632 (part 
1632 standard) under section 4 of the 
Flammable Fabrics Act (FFA), 15 U.S.C. 
1193, to reduce unreasonable risks of 
burn injuries and deaths from fires 
associated with mattresses and mattress 
pads. The part 1632 standard prescribes 
requirements to test whether a mattress 
or mattress pad will resist ignition from 
a smoldering cigarette. The part 1632 
standard also requires manufacturers to 
perform prototype tests of each 
combination of materials and 
construction methods used to produce 
mattresses or mattress pads and to 
obtain acceptable results from such 
testing. Manufacturers and importers 
must maintain the records and test 
results specified under the standard. 

The Commission also promulgated 
the Standard for the Flammability 
(Open Flame) of Mattress Sets, 16 CFR 
part 1633 (part 1633 standard), under 
section 4 of the FFA to reduce deaths 
and injuries related to mattress fires, 
particularly those ignited by open-flame 
sources, such as lighters, candles, and 
matches. The part 1633 standard 
requires manufacturers to maintain 
certain records to document compliance 
with the standard, including 
maintaining records concerning 
prototype testing, pooling, and 
confirmation testing, and quality 
assurance procedures and any 
associated testing. The required records 
must be maintained for as long as 
mattress sets based on the prototype are 
in production and must be retained for 
3 years thereafter. OMB previously 
approved the collection of information 
for 16 CFR parts 1632 and 1633, under 
control number 3041–0014, with an 
expiration date of August 31, 2023. The 
information collection requirements 
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