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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Agriculture has 
submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments are 
requested regarding: whether the 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of burden including 
the validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used; ways to enhance the 
quality, utility and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

Comments regarding this information 
collection received by September 11, 
2023 will be considered. Written 
comments and recommendations for the 
proposed information collection should 
be submitted within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice on the 
following website www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 
particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under 30-day 
Review—Open for Public Comments’’ or 
by using the search function. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 
the collection of information unless it 

displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Rural Housing Service 
Title: 7 CFR 4280—Common Forms 

Package for Financial Assistance Forms 
for Loans/Grants. 

OMB Control Number: 0575–NEW. 
Summary of Collection: The Rural 

Housing Service (RHS), Rural Business 
and Cooperative Service (RBCS) and 
Rural Utilities service (RUS) agencies 
within the Rural Development mission 
area, hereinafter referred to as Agency, 
is the credit Agency for agriculture and 
rural development for the United States 
Department of Agriculture. The Agency 
offers loans, grants and loan guarantees 
to help create jobs and support 
economic development and essential 
services such as housing; health care; 
first responder services and equipment; 
and water, electric and communications 
infrastructure. 

The Authorities that allow the Rural 
Housing Service (RHS), Rural Business 
and Cooperative Service (RBCS) and 
Rural Utilities service (RUS), Agencies 
within Rural Development (RD) are as 
follows: 

The RHS is authorized under various 
sections of Title V of the Housing Act 
of 1949, as amended, to provide 
financial assistance to construct, 
improve, alter, repair, replace, or 
rehabilitate dwellings, which will 
provide modest, decent, safe, and 
sanitary housing to eligible individuals 
in rural areas. The Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act, as 
amended, authorizes the credit 
programs of the RHS, RBCS and RUS to 
provide financial assistance for essential 
community facilities such as 
construction of community facilities 
and water and waste systems; and the 
improvement, development, and 
financing of businesses, industries, and 
employment. 

Need and Use of the Information: The 
information will be collected through 
the use of forms that can be accessed 
electronically (or in hard copy) for use 
as attachments to financial assistance 
applications. The information is 
collected once and is not typically 
shared, unless by a FOIA request. 
(USDA agencies and staff offices will 
have the option of adding the forms to 
their individual application packages on 
the Grants.gov website that is managed 
by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. The formal process of 

having the forms added to Grants.gov 
will occur after they are approved by the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB)). 

Description of Respondents: 
Businesses or other for-profits; farms; 
not-for-profit institutions. 

Number of Respondents: 1. 
Frequency of Responses: Annually. 
Total Burden Hours: 1. 

Rural Housing Service 
Title: 7 CFR 1910–B and C, Federal 

Debt and Employment Verification 
Compliance Requirements. 

OMB Control Number: 0575–NEW. 
Summary of Collection: The Rural 

Housing Service (RHS), Rural Business 
and Cooperative Service (RBCS) and 
Rural Utilities service (RUS) agencies 
within the Rural Development mission 
area, hereinafter referred to as Agency, 
is the credit Agency for agriculture and 
rural development for the United States 
Department of Agriculture. The Agency 
offers offer loans, grants and loan 
guarantees to help create jobs and 
support economic development and 
essential services such as housing; 
health care; first responder services and 
equipment; and water, electric and 
communications infrastructure on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

The information collection under 
OMB Number 0575-New will enable the 
Agencies to effectively monitor a 
recipient’s compliance with the federal 
debt reporting and to determine 
employment verification and eligibility 
for Federal financial assistance. 

The Agencies offer supervised credit 
programs to build modest housing and 
essential community facilities in rural 
areas. Section 517 (d) of Title V of the 
Housing Act of 1949, as amended, 
provides the authority for the Secretary 
of Agriculture to issue loan guarantees 
for the acquisition of new or existing 
dwellings and related facilities to 
provide decent, safe, and sanitary living 
conditions and other structures in rural 
areas. 

Need and Use of the Information: 
This information collection will be 
utilized by the Rural Housing Service 
(RHS), Rural Business and Cooperative 
Service (RBCS) and Rural Utilities 
service (RUS), Agencies within Rural 
Development (RD) for various loan and 
grant making activities. Information 
requested can include financial 
documents such as confirmation of 
household income, assets and liabilities, 
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a credit record, evidence the borrower 
has adequate repayment ability for the 
loan amount requested and if the 
condition and location of the property 
meet program guidelines. All 
information is necessary to confirm the 
borrower qualifies for all assistance for 
which they are eligible. 

Description of Respondents: 
Businesses or other for-profits; Not-for- 
profit institutions. 

Number of Respondents: 1. 
Frequency of Responses: Annually. 
Total Burden Hours: 4. 

Levi S. Harrell, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2023–17181 Filed 8–9–23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–XV–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

U.S. Codex Office 

[Docket No. USDA–2023–0011] 

International Standard-Setting 
Activities 

AGENCY: Trade and Foreign Agricultural 
Affairs (TFAA), USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public 
of the sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) 
standard-setting activities of the Codex 
Alimentarius (Codex), in accordance 
with section 491 of the Trade 
Agreements Act of 1979, as amended, 
and the Uruguay Round Agreements 
Act. This notice also provides a list of 
other standard-setting activities of 
Codex, including commodity standards, 
guidelines, codes of practice, and 
revised texts. This notice, which covers 
Codex activities during the time periods 
of June 1, 2022 to May 31, 2023 and 
June 1, 2023 to May 31, 2024, seeks 
comments on standards under 
consideration and recommendations for 
new standards. 
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before October 13, 2023. 
ADDRESSES: The U.S. Codex Office 
(USCO) invites interested persons to 
submit their comments on this notice. 
Comments may be submitted by one of 
the following methods: 

• Federal e-Rulemaking Portal: This 
website provides the ability to type 
short comments directly into the 
comment field on this web page or 
attach a file for lengthier comments. Go 
to http://www.regulations.gov. Follow 
the on-line instructions at the website 
for submitting comments. 

• Mail: Send to Docket Clerk, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Foreign Agricultural Affairs, U.S. Codex 
Office, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, 
Mailstop S4861, Washington, DC 
20250–3700. 

• Hand- or courier-delivered 
submittals: Deliver to 1400 
Independence Avenue SW, Room 4861, 
Washington, DC 20250–3700. 

Instructions: All items submitted by 
mail or email are to include the Agency 
name (i.e., USCO) and docket number 
USDA–2023–0011. Comments received 
in response to this docket will be made 
available for public inspection and 
posted without change, including any 
personal information to http://
www.regulations.gov. 

Please state that your comments refer 
to Codex. If your comments relate to 
specific Codex committees, please 
identify the committee(s) in your 
comments and submit a copy of your 
comments to the U.S. delegate to the 
committee. 

Docket: For access to background 
documents or comments received, email 
uscodex@usda.gov to schedule an 
appointment. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Mary Frances Lowe, United States 
Manager for Codex Alimentarius, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the 
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign 
Agricultural Affairs, U.S. Codex Office, 
1400 Independence Avenue SW, Room 
4861, Washington, DC 20250–3700, 
Email: uscodex@usda.gov, Telephone: 
202–205–7760. 

For information pertaining to 
committees, contact the U.S. delegate 
for that committee. A complete list of 
delegates and alternate delegates is 
accessible via the internet at: https://
www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ 
documents/us-codex-program- 
officials.pdf. Documents pertaining to 
Codex and specific committee agendas 
are accessible via the internet at http:// 
www.fao.org/fao-who- 
codexalimentarius/meetings/en/. The 
U.S. Codex Office also maintains a 
website at http://www.usda.gov/codex, a 
link that offers an email subscription 
service providing access to information 
related to Codex. Customers can add or 
delete their subscription themselves and 
have the option to password protect 
their accounts. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) 
was established on January 1, 1995, as 
the common international institutional 
framework for the conduct of trade 
relations among its members in matters 
related to the Uruguay Round Trade 
Agreements. The WTO is the successor 

organization to the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). United 
States membership in the WTO was 
approved and the Uruguay Round 
Agreements Act (Uruguay Round 
Agreements) was signed into law by the 
President on December 8, 1994, Public 
Law 103–465, 108 Stat. 4809. The 
Uruguay Round Agreements became 
effective with respect to the United 
States on January 1, 1995. The Uruguay 
Round Agreements amended the Trade 
Agreements Act of 1979. Pursuant to 
section 491 of the Trade Agreements Act 
of 1979, as amended, the President is 
required to designate an agency to be 
‘‘responsible for informing the public of 
the sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) 
standard-setting activities of each 
international standard-setting 
organization’’ (19 U.S.C. 2578). The 
main international standard-setting 
organizations are the Codex 
Alimentarius (Codex), the World 
Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH, founded as OIE), and the 
International Plant Protection 
Convention (IPPC). The President, 
pursuant to Proclamation No. 6780 of 
March 23, 1995, (60 FR 15845), 
designated the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture as the agency responsible 
for informing the public of the SPS 
standard-setting activities of each 
international standard-setting 
organization. The Secretary of 
Agriculture has delegated to the Trade 
and Foreign Agricultural Affairs 
Mission Area the responsibility to 
inform the public of the SPS standard- 
setting activities of Codex. The Trade 
and Foreign Agricultural Affairs 
Mission Area has, in turn, assigned the 
responsibility for informing the public 
of the SPS standard-setting activities of 
Codex to the U.S. Codex Office (USCO). 

Codex was created in 1963 by two 
United Nations organizations, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and 
the World Health Organization (WHO). 
Codex is the principal international 
organization for establishing standards 
for food. Through adoption of food 
standards, codes of practice, and other 
guidelines developed by its committees, 
and by promoting their adoption and 
implementation by governments, Codex 
seeks to protect the health of consumers, 
ensure fair practices in the food trade, 
and promote coordination of food 
standards work undertaken by 
international governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations. In the 
United States, U.S. Codex activities are 
managed and carried out by the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA); the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), Department of 
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